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Colorado EF! Hits Cowboys Again 




by Mike Stabler 

Denver, Colorado. The beginning of 
the West. The home of the "World's Largest 
Livestock Show." The perfect place for a 
showdown over public lands grazing. 

In January of 1989, Earth Firstlers from 
Colorado and other Western states con- 
verged on the Livestock Show to express 
outrage over the continued destruction of 
public land by ranchers and their livestock. 
The 1989 Livestock Show actions were a big 
success; through the rest of 1989, we gener- 
ated ideas for the 1990 show on how best to 
gamer public support. 

One answer was to shout our message, 
"Livestock Off Public Lands!," right under 
the welfare ranchers' noses. We decided to 
enter a float in the opening day Livestock 
Show Parade! To help ensure our entry, we 
registered under the name "Nederland Old 
West Society." Colorado EF!ers spent over 
350 hours (and as many dollars) building the 
float on a 1955 Ford flatbed truck. Starting 
off as an innocuous Wild West setting, the 
sides could fold down to reveal an entirely 
different scene. Inside, an evil-looking cow, 
sheep, and rancher were on one side of a 
barbed wire fence, scowling at the trees, 
grass, and wild animals on the other. 

Monday, January 8: Parade Day. We’ve 
rented Old West costumes for the parade. 
We've finished the float, obtained the per- 
mits ... we're ready! 

Then something goes wrong. A parade 
official demands to look inside the float, and 
discovers our alternate scene. The float is 
pulled from the parade. Major depression 

ensues ... 

But wait! We shall overcome! Three 
EFIers take anti-grazing signs and join the 
parade — right behind Ronald McDonald's 
float! Then, two more EF!ers join the ranks — 
then five more — until we have a large 
procession of radicals marching the length of 
the National Western LivestockShow Parade 
with anti-grazing banners flying! 


Mark Lipe sits locked to the cables of a crane on a log export ship in the port of Longview, WA. 


LOG SHIP LOCKDOWN 


Parade spectators were at first confused, 
but we handed many of them flyers explain- 
ing the grazing issue. The decommissioned 
float added style by following the end of the 
parade. Thus we still got out the anti-grazing 
message in good fashion. 

Wednesday night we threw a benefit 
partv, complete with slide show, radical 
speeches and a good band. About 250 people 
came, which helped defray expenses and add 
to group spirits. 

Saturday we went to the heart of Cow- 
boy-dom. Over 30 EF!ers carried signs, 
leafleted, and performed guerilla theater in 
front of the Livestock Show coliseum. The 
impact was reenforced when Lee, Todd, and 
Brian of California and Michael of Colorado 
hung a large banner above the coliseum 
entrance proclaiming RANCHERS: KILLERS 
OF WOLVES & GRIZZLIES; GRAZING = 
EXTINCTION; GET THE HELL OFF OUR 
WILD LANDS! The four were arrested and 
released on $ 100 bail each. Charges included 
Disturbing The Peace and Decorating A 
Public Building. The lawyers think charges 
will be reduced or dropped. 

Colorado EF!ers plan to do more direct 
actions this year, targeting the BLM and the 
Colorado Cattlemen's Association. We 
won't rest until all mutants — cattle, sheep, 
and ranchers — are off our public lands! 


ing with people driving by and were amazed 
at the positive response. 

Meanwhile, the police brought in hy- 
draulic boltcutters, the bane of the kryp- 
tonite lock. When the first person's lock was 
too difficult to cut, the police began cutting 
the rail of the ship to which he was locked. At 
that point, he unlocked himself voluntarily, 
telling the officer he did not want to cause 
property damage. The second person also 
unlocked voluntarily, sensing that his objec- 
tives had been achieved. The final two had 
their locks cut by police. All four protesters 
came down peacefully and the police gave 
them hot coffee. 

That was probably to make up in ad- 
vance for the charges that ensued. The four 
were booked for Interfering with Owner's 
Control, a subsection of the 1919 Anarchy 
and Sabotage law, a law used to persecute the 
radical labor union, Industrial Workers of 
the World. The Longview Four were held on 
S 15,000 bail apiece and may be expected to 
pay up to $50,000 in restitution fees for 
wages lost. 

The historic parallels between I WW and 
EF! are close. The two have similar philoso- 
phies and tactics and now EF! is being perse- 
cuted by the same "criminal syndicalism” 
laws that were used to divide and crush the 
Wobblies in the late teens and early twenties,. 

Both groups have gained notoriety for 
their anti-hierarchical organizational struc- 
ture, and they share a strategic pattern of 
direct action. In fact, the IWW revived the 
use of sabotage, or corporate property dam- 
age, in the 20th century as a means of influ 
encing bosses through their profits. This is 
similar to EF!ers sometimes taking credit for 
tree-spiking and machinery damage. 

continued on page 5 


Lee Desseaux rappels off the Denver Livestock Show building, hanging a banner with three other 
activists (and one cop). 


EFIers Revive 1919 
Wobbly Laws 

by Connie Firr, Portland EF! 

In 1988, Oregon and Washington ex- 
ported 4.3 billion board feet of unmilled logs 
to be processed overseas. To call public 
attention to the issue and demonstrate soli- 


darity with workers losing their jobs because 
of log exports, four members of Earth First! 
shackled themselves to the loading cranes on 
board the Ace Accord, an export ship in 
Longview, Washington, which was heavy 
with logs slated for China. After six hours of 
sitting atop the 60 foot cranes, the activists 
were brought down by police and charged \ 
with a subsection of Washington's 1919 
Sabotage and Anarchy law (9.05), Interfering 
with Owner's Control (9.05.070). Here's the 
story of the action: 

On 7 December 1989, under cover of 
the night and fog, four EFIers crept aboard 
the ship and climbed four cranes used to load 
logs onto the ship. Atop the cranes, they 
chained themselves to cables or railings with 
kryptonite bicycle locks around their necks. 

Meanwhile, a support group hung ban- 
ners on a nearby bridge, which was soon 
congested with traffic traveling between 
Washington and Oregon. One banner read 
"WHERE ARE WE GONNA WORK WHEN 
THE TREES ARE GONE?" At daybreak, the 
four climbers unfurled banners reading "USA 
and JAPAN: STOP THE WAR ON NATURE," 
"STOP JOB EXPORTS,” "EARTH FIRST! SUP- 
PORTS US MILLWORKERS, " and "STOP LOG 
EXPORTS." The support group passed out 
literature and explained the action to the 
longshoremen, media and police. 

The reaction from the workers was 
mixed. A few protesters claim that a guy 
driving a yarder tried to run them over. 
There were the usual observations that EFIers 
look like a bunch of social rejects. 

Though many of the longshoremen 
questioned the protesters' method of ad- 
dressing the problem, not one worker de- 
fended shipping out unfinished wood prod- 
ucts. Every worker there expressed a strong 
solidarity for millworkers and a strong pref- 
erence for exporting milled wood, rather 
than raw logs. One worker asked the protest- 
ers, "Where have you guys been? They’ve 
been making us do this for 15 years." 

A long dialogue between Earth Firstlers 
and longshoremen resulted in a break- 
through. The historian from the 
Longshoremen's Union invited EFIers to a 
union meeting to discuss the issues with 
workers and to hear their perspective. Be- 
cause of the legal trouble resulting from the 
action, talks will begin by mail. 

After we had spent two hours of talking 
with workers and media, the police arrived. 
They set up a barricade and asked us to retreat 
to the parking lot. The support group and 
media were escorted to the property line. 

Just after our removal, a third group of 
25 protesters arrived with banners and a tree 
costume. They stayed on the bridge interfac- 
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RAMBLINGS 



This issue is late. 

It contains, however, important ar- 
ticles, with a focus on the forests of the 
Northwest. Together, the Northwest forest 
articles reveal a situation even more critical 
than the mainstream environmental groups 
would have us believe. Unfortunately, as 
Mitch Friedman explains in his article, one 
of the mainstream groups, the Sierra Club, 
actually supported the Hatfield/Adams 
Amendment that doomed Washington and 
Oregon old-growth forests to further liquida- 
tion. 

The Sierra Club receives quite a bit of 
bashing in this issue. This is partly an at- 
tempt to prod and cajole the Club into boldly 
wielding the immense power it could have if 
it would stop equivocating. Though proba- 
bly all three authors herein who criticize the 
Club would readily acknowledge the Club's 
tremendous historical importance in the 
wilderness movement, all three would 
probably also agree that the Club is in need 
of infiltration and radicalization. In recent 
years, it has become dangerously moderate, 
and seems to be falling behind grassroots 
environmental groups and some other big 
groups — notably The Wilderness Society 
and National Audubon Society — in the 
effort to save North America's remnant 
wildlands. Grassroots wilderness propo- 
nents would do well to become active in local 
Sierra Club groups and reform America's first 
wilderness organization from the ground up. 

Another mainstream group, The Nature 
Conservancy, has j ust scored what appears to 
be a great victory. TNC last month pur- 
chased the 320,000 acre Grays Ranch in New 
Mexico's bootheel. TNC will likely turn the 
land over to the federal government for the 
establishment of an Animas National Wild- 
life Refuge, which will be home to more 
mammal species and subspecies than any 
other Refuge in the System. Amazingly, the 
Animas purchase has scarcely been noticed 
by the national media. The New York Times 
gave the story only about four obscure col- 
umn inches. 

Another story of great global signifi- 
cance being ignored by the media is the 
Morocco oil spill. The spill occurred Decem- 
ber 19, finally gained a little coverage Janu- 
ary 31, released at least twice as much oil into 
the ocean as the Exxon Valdez spill, threat- 
ened to devastate Morocco's rich coastal 
habitat, and dropped out of the news. Does 
anyone know what happened to Morocco's 
coast and off-shore waters? 

Not adequately covered in this Journal 
lately has been monkeywrenching news. 
Indeed, some readers have inquired, "have 
we seen the end of the Ned Ludd column, 
since Dave Foreman has been arrested?" To 
the contrary, Dave has indeed been em- 
broiled in legal struggles, but the main rea- 
son he presently lacks the time to compile a 
lengthy Ned Ludd column each issue is that 
he is writing a book to spread the radical 
environmental message to a much broader 
audience. Dave intends to renew the column j3 
and to publish the Ecodefense Supplement s 
aftercompletinghisbookand his affairs with s 
the FBI. So inundated has Dave been of late § 
that he has not even had time to read the 

O 

Journal, let alone write for it. 3 

We do have in this issue, though, two - 
inspiring essays for Ned's column. Lester 
Rhodes shows that radical direct action has 
historically been important in struggles of 
the oppressed, while CM shows that mon- 
keywrenching in the US is proving effective. 
Anyone doubting the efficacy of mon- 
keywrenching or civil disobedience should 
read these reports. We also have an article 
that will help activists become more profi- 
cient at CD actions: Non-violence trainer 
Mary Beth Nearing explains the consensus 
process. 

One area that CM didn't address is BLM 
land. Newspapers have been running reports 
about sabotage to ranches out West, which 
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sabotage is being attributed to Animal Lib- 
eration Front and Earth First! These reports 
should be read skeptically. One knowledge- 
able EFler in Nevada told us that this is 
mostly media-hype. Ranching sabotage is 
not (yet?) prevalent in Nevada, this EF!er 
said, but ranchers and politicians are trying 
to stir up sentiments against radical groups. 
Indeed, Senator Harry Reid (D-NV) has intro- 
duced legislation to stiffen penalties for 
sabotage of farm or ranch equipment. As CM 
notes, such retaliatory efforts — whether 
reacting to real or only imagined acts of 
monkeywrenching — suggest that ecodefen- 
ders are truly hindering land exploiters. 

So too are some of the fledgling EF! 
groups. New EF! groups in North Carolina 
(see Tribal Lore last issue), Michigan (TL this 
issue), and Pennsylvania (this issue) are al- 
ready making their presence felt. Our Bulle- 
tins and Tribal Lore describe some of their 
actions and upcoming events. Among these 
events will be rendezvous (how to make that 
word plural is among the most intractable 
problems facing our movement) in Ohio, 
Illinois, and Central Appalachia, and events 
during Earth Day and Week. Earth Day will 
likely prove particularly fruitful for EF! 
groups, as that day will affirm lessons we've 
been emphasizing for years. Moreover, EF! 
groups will have not only the 20th anniver- 
sary of Earth Day to commemorate, but also 
the 10th anniversary of Earth First!, which 
falls about this time. (A precise date would be 
hard to determine, since EF! wasn't so much 
founded as it was envisioned and gradually 
manifested starting in the spring of 1980.) 

In addition to Dave Foreman's afore- 
mentioned book, to be titled Confessions of 
an Ecobrute, numerous others by or partly 
about EF!ers and other radical environmen- 
talists will be published in coming months. 
Ned Ludd Books will soon publish Howie 
Wolke's Wilderness on the Rocks, which ex- 
plains why our Wilderness is limited to the 
rocks. Lynn Jacobs will soon finish The 
Wasting of the West — a manifesto against 
public lands grazing. Mary Davis has 
completed From Walden Pond to Muir Woods: 
An Ecologist's Guide to the US. Christoph 
Manes has all but completed Green Rage: 
Radical Environmentalism and the Unmaking qf 
Civilization. Various national publications 
recently bid for a chapter from Christoph's 
book: Atlantic Monthly lost in a close race to 
Penthouse 1 Bill McKibben's book, The End of 
Nature, which insightfully discusses the EF! 
movement, is being hailed as a second Silent 
Spring (except by Forbes magazine, which sees 
it as a second Bambi — a supreme compli- 
ment to Bill!). New books by Ned Fritz, 
Judith Plant, Terry Tempest Williams, and 


Mark Gaffney are gaining favorable reviews, 
as you'll see in our review pages. The article 
we ran by George Sessions last issue is to be 
part of an anthology entitled The Wilderness 
Condition: Essays on Environment and Civiliza- 
tion. Mark Williams has written a chapter on 
civil disobedience for an upcoming Green 
book. Peter Galvin is writing a book on old- 
growth of the Southwest. Dan Conner is 
progressing on his novel, despite his exact- 
ing duties for the EF! Legal Defense Fund. 
Stephanie Mills's new book is sure to have a 
receptive audience, given her popularity as a 
Whole Earth Reviewer. Dave will write his 
novel (presently in his head) soon after 
publication of his Confessions, the Ecodefense 
Supplement, and a book of wilderness propos- 
als for North America. Not to be outdone by 
her prolific (in the literary sense) husband, 
Nancy Morton will this year end her disserta- 
tion — a spellbinding piece on Cardiac 
Conditions of the Post-Operative Patient in 
the Recumbent Position, or some such eso- 
teric subject. No doubt, Nursing Today, the 
Journal of Immunology and others will soon be 
vying for reprint rights on that potboiler. 
David Brower's autobiography will be re- 
leased on Earth Day. Doug Peacock's reflec- 
tions on war and Grizzlies will likely soon be 
a best-seller. Of course, Hayduke Lives is 
available now ... and as enthralling as we’d all 
hoped! Most of these books are or soon will 
be available through EF! Books or Ned Ludd 
Books. 

All of which necessitates a quote from 
Ed Abbey: "Ah well, many books. Of the 
making of books there is no end. I will close 
by reminding myself and others that writing, 
reading, thinking are of value only when 
combined with effective action. Those I 
most admire in the conservation movement 
are those who act: such men as David Brower, 
Paul Watson, and the legendary Bulgarian 
brigand Georges Heiduk. Sentiment without 
action is the ruin of the soul. One brave deed 
is worth a hundred books, a thousand theo- 
ries, a million words.” 

Brave deeds we've indeed seen in the 
radical environmental movement lately. In 
addition to those described in this issue are 
these: Hawaiian activists have maintained 
their direct action campaign to save the last 
tropical lowland rainforest in the US. Bald 
Mountain sage Lou Gold has continued in- 
spiring people throughout the country to 
defend Oregon's North Kalmiopsis Roadless 
Area. Dana Lyons, John Seed, Mickey Duias, 
and Syndee Brinkman have spread the EF! 
message farther afield down under; a rash of 
direct actions followed their wildly success- 
ful road show in Australia and New Zealand. 

—John Davis 



Colorado EFlers march with anti-grazing messages in the 1990 Western Stock Show Parade. 
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Dear SFB, 

Just had to comment on the "Roughed” 
Grouse in Jeff Elliot's fine article in the 
Samhain issue. Never seen such a bird in 
these New England hills. Got plenty of 
Ruffed Grouse, though. 

— Dick Tionary, Holland, VT 

Dear Sir: 

Although I use the term "sir" loosely, I 
couldn't figure out how else to address this 
letter. 

Recently the enclosed sticker was found 
on a corral used for CATTLE in Bear Valley 
down on the Blue, Arizona. 

Either your [sic — all misspellings from 
original] uneducated or stupid, either way, 
you have not done your homework. First, 
those grazing rights you call welfare ranch- 
ing sell for about $600 a cow unit. To a 
rancher with 300 cows, thats about $ 1 80,000 
just for the right to graze. Then, each year he 
pays about $3,300 for grazing fees, not to 
mention all the other costs for the other half 
of the year. You call that WELFARE? Your 
nuts. Then he has to develop waters, build 
fences, fight hunters and environmental 
idiots like yourself. Do you know what 
percentage of those grazing fees support 
education, or do you even care? Maybe your 
the kind out there molesting those children 
or pushing dope, in my books, your in the 
same class. 

I come from a long line of pioneers who 
helped settle the west, while no doubt your 
ancestors were eating off silver spoons in the 
east. After you ruined that country, you 
moved west and want to take away our tradi- 
tions and ruin our culture. Not without a 
fight from me. It is as much a part of our 
heritage to have cattle grazing the range as 
see beautiful pine trees swaying in the breeze. 
GO HOME YANKEE! 

Ranchers are hard working people dedi- 
cated to a way of life far beyond high profits 
and so called moral causes. They average 
longer days of hard work then you've proba- 
bly ever put in your entire life. If you suc- 
ceed, I hope you get the joy of paying $ 15 a 
pound for a tough bull, like they do in China, 
which, by the way is where I wish people like 
you were. You don't even realize public 
grazing decreases beef costs in the market. 

What do you propose the public do with 
its grazing lands? Total wildlife habitat? Do 
you think the Arizona Game and Fish will 
buy grazing rights? Do you think they will 
pay grazing fees. 1 can tell you the answer to 
that is NO. If ranchers are welfare grazing, 
the Arizona Game and Fish are grazing 
thieves. They pay nothing, no depredation, 
no deprivation, no improvements. Do you 
want more hunters, faces painted black, 
camouflage gear, throwing beer cans and 
cigarette butts out the window? Some of 
them shoot a bull Elk for his head leavingthe 
carcass. Do you want more infernos like the 
Gila Wilderness was last summer when light- 
ning struck. There had been no cattle grazing 
and the 3-foot-high grass was like a combus- 
tible can. Cattle grazing serves a much more 
important part of our ecological environ- 
ment than you flatlanders have enough 
sense to realize. My blood boils when I see 
such an idiotic sticker circulated by some city 
organization. I wish you'd solve some of 
your own problems (which are plenty) in- 
stead of thinking you are smart enough to 
solve ours. I'm truly glad I don't have to see 
whoever you are face to face because for the 
first time in my life, I would really be tempted 
to spit in yours. 

— Emphatically yours, Bonnie B. Udall 
Ed. note: While I hate to flog a dead cow, I must 
note that in 1 987, the US Treasury took in about 
S 65 million fromBLM and Forest Service grazing 
fees, while spending S6S million directly on BLM 
and FS ranching. Indirect expenditures on public 
lands grazing by the two agencies run about 
$ 100 million per year, and the total of all tax- 
supported expenditures runs close to SI billion 
annually. — DT 

Dear Shit Fer Brains, 

Just a few thoughts in response to the 
response to the Dear SFB column in the 
November 1 edition by J. Edgar Oldsmobile 
from Desert Shit City: Why does this clown 
want to pin Earth Finders into a humorless 
pigeonhole? Is he some kind of humorless 
FBI asshole? 

Alright — wilderness and biodiversity 
are the prime goals of Earth First!, and all that 
other stuff is Yulewrap. But, we can be 
10,000 puny individuals writing more fuck- 
ing bullshit complaints to the blind, igno- 
rant bureaucrats who look at the letters and 
file them in the trash with the letters from 
Auduboners and Sierrans. We can keep pull- 
ing the same tired demos and protests. We 
can plod along, trying to keep five billion 
people Off "our" continent, and we can ig- 
nore all the millions of other people plod- 
ding along in each of their little social causes. 

All we are right now is another minor 
blip in the social machinery of the world. As 
long as we keep to ourselves we'll continue to 
be a small group of social misfits. We need to 
be wiser than the rest of the pack. We need 
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to have short term goals, such as lobbying 
our politicians to keep the Burr Trail unpaved 
(at least some of it). We need to have me- 
dium term goals of preserving all the remain- 
ing roadless areas on this continent. And we 
need some long term goals — like returning 
human society to some semblance of san- 
ity — so we need the thoughtfulness of Dol- 
ores LaChapelle and others, and we will 
probably piss off a few Republicans and 
"mainstream” environmentalists. 

It’s not the yuppie envirocreeps we need 
to work with. It's the other pissed off people, 
like Joe Sixpack and Jane Choice. We need to 
listen to them and to people like Alexander 
"Lefter Than Thou” Cockburn who calls us 
Malthusian every chance he gets (I’mglad he 
got that much right. Now if he could just 
explain to people what that is.) 

I want a world with lots of big wilder- 
ness. But not goretex-polyester wilderness. I 
want working wilderness, with folks driving 
bison herds, not RVs. I want a world of 
biodiversity, with a little Neanderthal, and 
some Cro-Magnon, and some Celtic, and 
some Zulu, and some Anishinabe, and some 
Penan, and some Kayapo. Enough with 
McReagans, Sears Morebucks, and the domi- 
nant denominator. 

We've got a lot bigger job than just 
saving a few species and some backcountry. 
We have to help usher in the future, a future 
where it's clear that the human race is a part 
of the wildness, the wilderness, the sacred- 
ness of Earth (woowoooo!!!), not just some 
airhead weekend visitor looking for a cool 
place to mate. 

— G. Gulo, Madison, W1 

Shit for Brains, 

I can’t stand it. Howie's dogmatic ar- 
ticle on "Thoughtful Radicalism” makes me 
wanna puke all over again, even at the risk of 
alienating someone. Don't get me wrong — 
I don't think he's completely wrong. His 
tactics have merit and I often adhere to most 
of his "rules" — when the time is right. 

But to go and make an outline that 
activists should follow in order to save the 
MOST wilderness while alienating the LEAST 
people — he’s totally full of shit. 

The problem lies in his fear of dreaming, 
and he admits it. The most he can hope for 
is that a little nature might be saved since the 
rest of the world is gonna go to hell anyway. 
And he doesn't even really believe that we 
can accomplish that much. 

Well, I think if Howie and all of his' 
despairing cohorts want to put on their suits 
and ties (or cowboy hats and boots), pay for 
their Exxon gas, and go out to try to reason 
with that Almighty 70% — maybe beg for the 
life of a grizzly or two (but politely, of course, 
so they don't alienate any yuppies), I think 
that's fine. But, why should we all do it like 
that? Why would anyone want to encourage 
us all to act alike? 

See, there’s another audience that I 
prefer to try to reach. It's the audience that 
I believe lies buried somewhere inside of 
almost everyone. It's the wild spirit that 
most people have effectively locked away, 
but is still there, somewhere. It's the roman- 
ticdreamer, the neanderthal who would love 
to have the guts to drive off without paying 
Exxon, who wishes he/she could spend the 
day running naked in the woods, or fishing, 
or climbing a mountain and sleeping in the 
sun, it's the wild soul who would rather be 
making love in a meadow or dancing madly 
around a campfire, who would really rather 
be wearing a dirty deerskin robe than a 
starched white shirt and tie. I want to talk to 
the day-dreamer who stares out the office 
window wishing for the guts to walk out and 
never go back. . . I want to touch the person 
who can be more moved by the story of 
Crazy Horse than the image of a well-dressed 
Environmentalist. 

Maybe I'm a fool, but I'm daring to 
dream that it's possible to change the world. 
And I don't believe that the world can or will 
be changed by the unoffended Yuppie nod- 
ding in agreement with the nice environ- 


mentalists on the six o'clock news. It can be 
changed however, if those wild spirits, en- 
couraged by the example of other wild spir- 
its, start breaking out, and with courage and 
joy in their hearts, start creating a better life 
— for all of nature, including humans. (This 
is where the dogmatic EF!er labels me a 
"humanitarian. ") 

I've done a lot of "thoughtful" actions 
in my time, but I've also done my share of 
what Howie calls "juvenile" and "alienating" 
actions. And I think it's sad that my own 
allies can't see the benefit of some of those 
actions. No, a shopping mall puke-in isn't 
going to halt the "insanity of modern con- 
sumerism" — but it didn't alienate anyone 
either, with the exception of the overly 
mature activists like Howie. The folks who 
did the puke-in didn't carry signs saying 
Earth First! They didn't even call the media. 
Simply, they were disgusted by consumerism 
and they said so. Sure, it was gross — but I bet 
a lot of shoppers felt the same way deep 
down inside (most of them didn't even no- 
tice). Anyway, it was just a knee-jerk reaction 
to a seemingly hopeless situation and a lot of 
activists got a big laugh out of it. Some also 
felt encouraged to do other actions that 
require courage, and there’s the merit. It was, 
after all, only reported on in Live Wild or Die, 
so most of Howie's precious 70% didn't even 
hear of it, only other activists. 

Howie also points out that a bunch of 
naked anarchists smoking dope in the woods 
isn't going to either "speed the demise of the 
industrial dragon or save a besieged roadless 
area. " Well, maybe not, but neither is a lot of 
other stuff we do. That doesn't mean there's 
no benefit to it. Maybe those folks gain 
encouragement, a feeling of freedom and 
comaradery, communion with the wild 
lands they love and the wild hearts they 
share. 

What I'm trying to say is there's room 
for as many different types of actions as there 
are different activists, different issues and 


different audiences. I can't understand why 
Howie or anyone else would want to limit us. 

I gotta say it — I get the feeling from 
reading the Journal lately that the FBI is 
winning. The dream seems to be dying 
before our very eyes. The pages of this 
journal don't encourage the growth of a 
movement, not any more. They are begin- 
ning to encourage dogma, rhetoric, narrow- 
ness of view, fear that the best we can hope 
for is to save a little nature before it all 
collapses. I'm all for saving wilderness, but 
let's not lower our dream, let's not be afraid 
to really be the beginning of a movement, 
which means we can't be afraid to move. 
Don't push any more dogma on us. Let's use 
these pages to encourage each other with 
strength, freedom, creativity, humor, and all 
the wildness we can muster. Maybe while 
we're saving the wilderness we can save our 
own wildness too. 

Howie, please pardon the pseudonym, 
but I '11 write you personally and let you know 
who I am. Sign me, 

— A Dangerous Woman 

Dear SFBs, 

Our editor, although both eminently 
competent and ultimately huggable, misses 
the point in his reproach of "woo-woo." The 
wilderness proposals he calls for, as well as 
the unspeakable strategies for which EF! is so 
famous, are "applied spirituality." Even the 
most ardent crystal smasher, trembling at 
the thought of joining hands in a circle, 
recognizes the specialness — power — unique- 
ness (spirit) in all manifestations of nature. 
These lovable redneck friends of mine are at 
their best when responding to their intui- 
tive — instinctual — animal centers (their 
spirit). The FBI, etc., seek to crush not only 
illegal acts, but the intangible energy-de- 
light-consciousness (spirit) of our move- 
ment. 

John desires for our journal what the 
Earth requires for itself — lifeforms acting on 
their awareness, spirit practiced on every 
level, happily divergent elements in perfect 
balance with each other. The value of diver- 
sity seems lost on the letter-writer Militant 
Angora. If we reduced the West Coast to 
activists living up to his rigid dress code, 
there 'd be no one to hold the banners or drop 
off the spike-laden ecodefender. Drums, 
nudity, ritual, and even reggae are empower- 
ing elements of our coming together in resis- 
tance to the murderous system that has for- 
gotten how to play, how to be real. 

An issue earlier, one of our heroines 
called on us to abandon the "baggage" of the 
EF! name/organization. If EF! was truly only 
a slogan, we could easily abandon it the first 
time it was associated with an idea we didn’t 
agree with. The EF! I cherish is a tribe, an 
extended family I am proud to be a part of, 
humbly learning to accept each other's dif- 
ferences while reconnecting with our wild- 
ness and the Earth. It may very well be 
cataclysm, not human intervention, that 
heals the planet, but it is our shared tribal 
continued on page 4 
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resistance that heals the human spirit. Real 
human evolution is at a standstill outside of 
the tribal, anti-industrial movements. 

We are a tribe with no static dogma, and 
no standard uniform. We are united by a 
passion, a struggle that must precede all 
social causes. 1 am proud of my cell-mates 
this summer who joined me at the Kalmiop- 
sis after my "you can't meditate the world 
into wellness" concert at the Rainbow Gath- 
ering. They benefit from a shot of radicalism 
as much as we benefit by the added color of 
the rainbow. 

And believe me, there’s nothing more 
comfortable than a nice cotton skirt. If only 
it didn't look so funny with my cowboy hat! 

— Barefoot in 40-degree weather, Lone 
Wolf Circles, Reserve, NM 

Sirs: 

I'm often offended by your snide refer- 
ences to "Freddies," as if all Forest Service 
employees were the enemy. You know bet- 
ter. Most of your information about Forest 
Service misdeeds comes from inside. Many, 
perhaps most, Forest Service professionals 
are as angry as you are by the corruption of 
the Service in the Reagan-Bush years. 

This letter is prompted by Mark 
Gaffney's report on the Forest Service reform 
conference and his reference to "Greg De- 
Bonis, renegade employee-activist and edi- 
tor of Inner Voice. . . ." 

It's Jeff DeBonis, not "Greg." To call 
him ' renegade" turns language upside 
down. A renegade is one who abandons or 
turns against his faith. DeBonis is upholding 
his conservation faith at no little risk. 

I've been waiting more than a year for 
you to report that over a thousand "Freddies" 
have j oined the Association of Forest Service 
Employees for Environmental Ethics. Jeff 
DeBonis is the founder and President, not 
just the -editor of the Association's paper. 
They have joined despite warnings of top 
brass. At risk of their jobs and careers they are 
speaking publicly, signing their names, tell- 
ing it like it is. 

—John Perry, Winter Haven, FL 

Dear SFB (just kidding), 

Here's a reflection by an x-mas survivor 
(me) on my encounter with some relatives 
over the holidays. One of the clan is a 28- 
year veteran civil engineer of some renown 
for that bureaucratic wonder, the Forest Serv- 
ice (he’s forged many a new backcountry 
road in his time). Of course, I couldn't resist 
broaching a few subjects with him, including 
the issues of old growth forest destruction, 
threats to the habitat of the Spotted Owl, and 
whether replanting after clearcutting can 
ever restore the original forest’s biological 
integrity. Unk's true colors really showed 
through; he is an Organization Man to the 
bloody death (or retirement, whichever 
comes first). His assertions were as if recited 
from some FS policy manual directly: "Old 
growth forests are untidy and a fire hazard, 
and need to be cleared; clearcutting benefits 
wildlife by enabling new vegetation to grow 
for forage; eventually all old growth forest on 
federal lands should be cut and replanted 
with fast-growing trees so as to sustain maxi- 
mum economic use." As for the Spotted Owl, 
he said with exasperation that "no one 
knows for sure" about its habitat needs, so 
why not cut away, 

I don't claim to be an expert on these 
subjects, but as our conversation spent its 
energy, it became clear to me that as a repre- 
sentative of the USFS mindset, Unk's ideas 
are generally half-baked, misinformed and 
exist primarily to preserve one thing: the 
Organization. But heck, he's five yean from 
a fat, happy retirement, so why bite the hand 
that feeds him? I was troubled by his compla- 
cency, mainly because he is a prominent, 
high-ranking Freddie quite susceptible to the 
cronyism that's rampant in such bureaucra- 
cies. How many of his cohorts share his 
views? Do we have to wait another ten years 
for automatons like him to be weeded out via 
retirement? Can the forests withstand an- 
other ten years of the FS's self-preserving 
practices? Moreover, is there any reason to 
hope that a younger generation of FS officials 
would be more enlightened about protecting 
our remaining virgin forests, or will the "new 
crop" inherit the old ideologies? Stay tuned 
for the next exciting episode. . . . 

— Fyodora, from Underground, 
Prescott, AZ 

Dear EF! 

Tom Stoddard's article in the Yule edi- 
tion, "The Human Horde," is a mishmash of 
facts, opinions, and prejudices cloaked in an 
educational format. 

Aside from his nationalistic, racist, 
frightened stance on immigration (Stoddard 
doesn't sound like a Native American name 
to me, where'd your people come from. 
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Tom?), I take strong exception to his charac- 
terizing pro-choice advocates as people who, 
among other things, "oppose the birth of 
grossly deformed children. . . ." 

As a midwife, feminist, pro-choice ac- 
tivist, and counselor to scores of women 
(pro-choice and otherwise) I can say that the 
pro-choice movement has no such party 
line. All that being pro-choice indicates is 
that the person favors the right of women to 
control their own reproductive decisions. 
Period. 

If Tom has some axe to grind about 
handicapped or uneducated kids, let him do 
it under his own banner, not the pro-choice 
movement's. Once again it's some full-of- 
himself male tellingthe world about women, 
birth, and abortion as if he knew. 

— Loren Cruden, Port Townsend, WA 
P.S. I'm far more concerned about the crimi- 
nally insane timber barons and corporate 
executives than I am about the Cubans. It 
ain't the immigrants who are killing the 
Everglades, bro. 

Dear Ka-ka Noggin, aka Mr. Davis: 

I have to take issue with Gary 
Schiffmiller on a couple counts in response 
to his letter in the Yule issue. 

First, derogatory epithets to denigrate 
others who share perhaps different views can 
be funny (and therefore world-challenging 
and useful, viz. the column under which I 
write) or insulting. I found no humor or 
good reason in Gary's letter for characteriz- 
ing Rainbows as "Rainbozos." As a Rainbow 
and an Earth Firstler for almost a decade, I 
find the two movements not only compat- 
ible, but both essential for hastening a rein- 
habitation of this continent and a return to 
the practice of the wild. The Rainbows don't 
simply "fight one battle every year" (to 
couch reality in the martial phraseology of 
the military, as Gary does), although that is 
the primary public conflict that Rainbows do 
engage in almost annually. Rather, the Rain- 
bow Gathering, for any who have attended, 
challenges the whole rule of law, the very 
foundations of "civilization." Here is an 
event where thousands of people assemble 
peaceably, without permits or passes or pay- 
ment, and all get fed, take care of the sick, 
teach the children, live without centralized 
government, learn what it's like to live close 
to the earth, and have lots of fun. 1 can think 
of few more radical actions in the face of 
empire than the continuing success and 
existence of the Rainbow Gatherings. 

Second, while I respect the strategic 
tactical choice of not challenging the Fred- 
dies on permits for the RRR ( I helped nego- 
tiate one such permit myself one year), I 
must say that acquiescing to the rule of law 
on this issue suggests a compromise position 
and an unwillingness to challenge a system 
whose laws perpetuate the destruction of 
wilderness, the murder of native peoples, 
and the crushing of progressive movements 
all over the world. To say a refusal to partici- 
pate in an unconstitutional permit system is 
"not worth the effort” but refusal to allow 
permitted loggers their bark of blood is cru- 
cial seems, arguably, inconsistent. 

All of which is to point up the hubris of 
linguistically ridiculing others, who take a 
"no compromise" stance vis-a-vis the powers 
that be, while wrapping oneself in the 
shroud of expediency. I say Viva Rainbow! 
and Viva Earth First! Let us all stand where 
our hearts take us, whether in defiance of the 
rapacious Caterpillar or in defiance of all 
government. 

And really, Gary, as I'm sure you know, 
we're all bozos and mudheads and woo-woos 
of one stripe or another. So rather than 
calling each other names, let's give and get 
respect. That's really all the Mother asks of 
us. 

— Art Goodtimes, Cloud Acre, CO 
Ed. note: The original reference to " Rainbozos " 
came in a letter from Dawn Walker, a Rainbow, 
in the Samhain issue. — DT 

Dear EF! 

1 am a lifelong conservationist and a 
recent member of EF! 

I support and respect each and every 
one of you and do what I can for the cause. At 
age 71, it is not difficult to look back and 
realize how much damage the land rapers 
can do in one lifetime. Many places that in 
my youth were lovely and natural have now 


been trashed for profit and can now be de- 
scribed in one word: ugly. 

Why don’t we hurt these people where 
it hurts worst, in their wallets? 

This idea may not be a new one, but I 
know it to be effective on a small scale having 
participated in one such activity. The presi- 
dent and vice president of this development 
organization are now suing each other, and 
they are feeling much financial pain. 

Why not monkeywrench from within? 
Legal and very effective if done by a few 
hundred stock holders, each holding one or 
two shares. 

Federal law requires quarterly and an- 
nual reports to stockholders. The printing 
and mailing of these plush reports has to be 
costly and a burden on a company. 

1 have tried this for effect, and compa- 
nies just want no part of such stockholders, 
and in many cases try to purchase the stock 
back. 

One woman for years has purchased 
one share each in a number of companies 
and devotes her time to disrupting stock 
holder meetings. Whynotus? Imaginewhat 
200 stockholders could do at a stockholders 
meeting of that obscenity Plum Creek Log- 
ging and we could also further offend them 
by contributing our dividends to EF! 

The only real problem is to get all of us 
involved. EF!, Sea Shepherd, Sierra Club, 
Friends of Animals, Washington Wilderness 
Coalition, etc. Combined we could have 
great impact at little cost. All we need is a 
coordinator to put it together and a few 
dollars each. What fun! 

In conclusion, today the Freddies just 
sold 74 acres of first-growth trees in the 
Seattle watershed despite some strong pro- 
tests by the city. 

— Sparks, Langley, WA 

Dear EF! 

Enclosed is an out-of-date press clip- 
pingabout the local battle to save Temagami. 
Contrary to the article, the battle continues 
as the local Indian band (Teme Augama 
Anishnabe) start two blockades tomorrow; 
we are sending six more people immediately, 
and more will follow in the weeks ahead. 

This issue is fast becoming a major 
embarrassment for our Provincial Gov't., 
particularly since the NDP leader (our 3rd 
party) got arrested on the blockade. Most of 
the local EFlers have gone up, and EF! Eastern 
Canada is customizing Temagami t-shirts 
with people's arrest #, the charges, a state- 
ment that they are "Guilty and Proud — 
Earth First!," over the Smokey Chainsaw let- 
ter illustration (great discussion starter). 

We have also begun a series of NVCD 
workshops (very popular; why wait till the 
dozers have started?). Recently won a fight 
to stop development of some city parks 
Hope things are well with the Phoenix 4. 
Love to all. Earth First! 

— Mike Kaulbars, EF! E. Canada 
Ed. note: More info on the Temagami fight is 
available from the Temagami Wilderness Soci- 
ety, 19 Mercer Street, Suite 307, Toronto, On- 
tario M5V 1H2, CANADA. 

Dear shit, 

In the spirit of Leslie Lyons' recent ar- 
ticle in Samhain, "Revolution Can Begin 
With the Young, " L would like to offer a Yule 
gift suggestion. I suggest a bit of insightful 
reading for our youth by Dallas Lore Sharp. 

Recently, I came across an old hard- 
bound volume of Mr. Sharp's in the base- 
ment bookshelves of my hometown, St. 
Vinnies. It is entitled A WATCHER IN THE 
WOODS, and I was lucky enough to recover 
the edition especially edited for teachers of 
the 8th grade. 

Mr. Sharp was a regular contributor to 
Atlantic Monthly around the turn of the 
century and an ardent naturalist. In that 
same periodical, the great naturalist John 
Burroughs hailed A WATCHER IN THE 
WOODS as being the best natural history 
book of the times. This about a book targeted 
at an 8th grade audience. 

While many may believe that a natural 
history text written in 1903 and aimed at 
youth could be nothing more than quaint 
anthropomorphic slop-over from the previ- 
ous century, it is not. In spite of the Teddy 
Roosevelt gunsight-natural history rage that 
was sweeping the country at the time, Sharp 
vehemently attacks hunting, or the "gun- 


ning season" as he calls it, in nearly every 
chapter. Most importantly, he urges his 
young readers to forsake the superficial stan- 
dards of what happens to please our eyes and 
actively seek the hidden beauties of first- 
glance repulsiveness (slugs, insects, etc.). He 
dedicates a whole chapter to the glories and 
necessity of dead trees. 

In the chapter "In the October Moon," 
Sharp takes his readers on a nighttime explo- 
ration of the forests. In it, he has this to say 
about the times: 

"Our forests by daylight are rapidly 
being thinned into picnic groves; the bears 
and panthers have disappeared , and by day 
there is nothing to fear, nothing to give our 
imaginations exercise. But the night re- 
mains, and if we hunger for adventure, why, 
besides the night, here is the skunk; and the 
two offer a pretty sure chance for excitement. 
Never to have stood face to face in a narrow 
path at night with a full-grown leisurely 
skunk is to have missed excitement and 
suspense second only to the staring out of 
countenance of a green-eyed wildcat. ... If 
there is any genuine adventure left for us in 
this age of subu rbs, we must be helped to it by 
the dark." 

I hear Sharp's words here echoing al- 
most perfectly the opinions of many Earth 
Firstlers on the intrinsic value of wilderness 
(i.e., if there isn't something out there big 
enough or bad enough to hurt you, then it 
ain't wilderness) . He goes on to say in the last 
chapter that "the skunk needs a champion." 
This could easily be Doug Peacock talking of 
his beloved grizzlies. "We can well afford to 
part with a turnip, a chicken, even with a suit 
of clothes," Sharp says, "now and then, for 
the sake of this wild flavor to our fenced 
pastures and close-cut meadows." 

I believe, like Ms. Lyons that children 
can be the skunk's champions ( and our 
champions. I know that Sharp's books can 
help them along. 

I'm sure his books will be hard to locate, 
but it is well worth the search for those truly 
interested in inspiring children to the great 
task at hand. 

— Shingebiss 

To the editor and Jasper Carlton, EF! Bio- 
diversity Project: 

Thank you for your informative article 
"Of Politics, Extinctions, and Ecological 
Collapse" in the Samhain edition of EF! As 
an ecologist and environmental educator, I 
amalwaysglad to see someonelookingatthe 
"big picture." especially on a subject as 
important as biodiversity. 

However, looking at the "big picture" is 
no excuse for getting the details wrong. I 
question some of the species you listed as 
being threatened by the destruction of old- 
growth forests in the Pacific Northwest. 
What are your references for this list? I teach 
a class on old-growth forest ecology and 1 
have never come across any evidence that 
Great Blue Herons, American Kestrels, or 
Foothill Yellow-legged Frogs are dependent 
on old-growth forests. Since at least two of 
these are species that are common in other 
habitats, many people are likely to catch this 
error and therefore doubt the accu racy of the 
rest of your article, which would be a shame. 
Environmentalists, and EFlers in particular, 
should know that the industrialists are look- 
ing for opportunities like this to discredit us 
and so we need to keep our facts straight. I 
found the same kind of errors in a pamphlet 
distributed by the Ancient Forest Rescue 
Expedition (the EFlers who toured the coun- 
try in a log truck to educate the general 
public). 

As for the other species you listed, I 
cannot even find a Black-eyed Grosbeak in 
my bird book; is this a recent name change? 
Some of the other species you listed (hawks, 
ducks, wrens, chickadees, and flickers) are 
associated with older forests, but are proba- 
bly not as dependent on old growth as some 
species you did not list (Oregon slender sala- 
mander, Northwestern salamander. Pacific 
Giant salamander, Olympic salamander, 
tailed frog, northern goshawk, vaux's swift, 
pileated woodpecker, Pine grosbeak, Red tree 
vole, Yew tree, and at least one species of 
lungwort lichen). It is true as you said that 
scientists are unsure exactly how many spe- 
cies are dependent on old growth forests, but 
we shou Id at least educate the public with the 
continued on next page 



Log Exports 

Northwest Jobs Hit the High Seas 


The issues surrounding the export of 
raw logs are complex and rife with bureauc- 
racy. The basic problem is that logs are 
exported from private lands for huge profits 
and then timber corporations demand logs 
from public lands, regulated by the Forest 
Service and the Bureau of land Manage- 
ment, to keep local mills open. (General 
Accounting Office Report, 11-7-89) 

If the logs were kept forprocessing here, 
the need for timber from federal lands would 
decrease. Furthermore, the present timber 
wars could be somewhat defused because the 
impending threat to millworkers' jobs could 
be delayed. 

Despite the restrictions on exporting 
logs from federal lands, exports increased by 
one billion board feet between 1984 and 
1988. There are three common ways of 
circumventing the regulations: cants, substi- 
tutions, and "racheting." 

To avoid going over their legal limit of 
raw log exports, corporations have their 
workers process the logs into cants. Cants are 
minimally milled, with 2-6 rough cuts on the 
edges, but this still qualifies them as proc- 
essed. 

Another method of circumventing the 
law is through substitution. One kind of 
substitution, replacing private timber that is 
exported with federal timber marked for 
local milling, is condoned by the House 
Committee on Appropriations, though its 
legality is questionable. The second type of 
substitution, third-party substitution, which 
involves resale of legally acquired timber to 
parties not allowed to buy it directly, is 
condoned by a lack of regulation. 

In October 1973, an appropriations 
provision prohibited the export of raw tim- 
ber from federal lands in the Western United 
States. The provision additionally "prohib- 
ited purchasers from using timber harvested 
from federal lands in their processing plants 
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continued from previous page 
best available scientific knowledge, and to do 
this we need to consult with the scientific 
ecologists, as Diamondback points out in his 
excellent article "A Clash of the True Believ- 
ers" (same edition of EF!). 

— Sharon Teague, Eugene, OR 
ed. note: Thank you for catching our error on the 
grosbeak. It should have read "Black-headed 
Grosbeak. “ As for wrongly identifying species as 
old-growth dependent, I don't think we did so. 
Please read again the paragraph. It says certain 
species are “ threatened by old growth forest 
destruction. ’ It does not say those species are 
old-growth-dependent. Indeed, the last line of 
that paragraph says, "Scientists are unsure how 
many plant and animal species are associated 
with or dependent upon old growth. ’ You are 
certainly right, however, in emphasizing the need 
for us to be biologically accurate. — JD 

Dear EF! 

As an organizer of the first Florida Green 
Conference who was quoted disapprovingly 
by Diamondback, Ph.D., in "Scientific Ecol- 
ogy and Deep Ecology: A Clash of the True 
Believers?" (Samhain edition), I feel com- 
pelled to respond. 

Diamondback refers to an exchange of 
correspondence with me in which he asked 
why no ecologists had been invited to speak 
at the conference. I replied that "I frankly do 
not see the need to have professional ecolo- 
gists speak at a conference that is foractivists. 
We are having a panel on ecology issues at 
which ecology activists and advocates ... will 
share information on ecological campaigns 
and issues in Florida. I think it much more 
likely that activists rather than scientists will 
impart useful information to fellow activists 
and inspire them to action." Not that scien- 
tists don't have useful information, just that 
they tend to be too technical, boring and 
uninspiring when giving speeches. 

Unfortunately, my judgment on this 
matter was confirmed recently when I had a 
marine scientist speak at a program on global 
climate warming. He was well-meaning but 
boring and disinclined to advocate the radi- 
cal social change needed to stave off or at 
least mitigate this one-of-many ecological 
disasters. 

This is not to say that all scientists are 
boring and afraid of advocacy. There are 
exceptions, like Dr. David Suzuki of Canada, 
but such exceptions seem to be few and far 
between. As Diamondback points out, the 
threat of jeopardizing their scientific credi- 
bility, and therefore careers, gives scientists 
understandable hesitation when it comes to 
advocacy. 

Therefore, Diamondback, the organiz- 
ers of the 1st Florida Green Conference did 


while exporting private timber that could 
have been used in those plants." However, 
the House Committee on Appropriations 
explained in a February 1974 letter to the 
Chief of the Forest Service that they intended 
to "allow historic patterns of trade without ' 
disruption" and that the provision was tar- 
geted only at preventing log exports from 
increasing. In light of the one billion board 
feet increase between 1984 and 1988, it is 
clear that the present legislation has not 
been effective. (GAO Report 1989) 

Although it is illegal to export logs ob- 
tained from public lands, it is done on a 
regular basis through what is called third- 
party or indirect substitution. If a company 
goes above their quota on log exports and is 
not allowed to buy federal timber directly 
from the agency for local milling, they may 
still buy timber from another company that 

Lockdown . . . 

continued from page 1 

In the most famous case of the Anarchy 
and Sabotage law, the only one that was 
appealed to the Supreme Court, O. Kowal- 
chuk was prosecuted for "loosening bearing 
shafts and putting grit into bearings in the 
ship building concern for which he was 
employed." In related cases, seven other 
Wobblies were arrested for simply being 
card-carrying IWW members. Their guilt by 
association was covered by subsections 
9.05.030, "assemblage of anarchists," and 
9.05.100, "displaying emblems of seditious 
and anarchist groups," among numerous 
others that serve to restrict the right to free 
speech and free assembly. 

Other subsections include rationales for 
accepting hearsay in court and for not allow- 
ing accused and subpoenaed witnesses to 
stand on the fifth amendment for fear of self- 
incrimination. The following is some hear- 


not go “out of their way to assure that no 
scientific ecologists were involved.” And we 
certainly don’t "suggest that scientists are 
the enemy." Rather, we were not aware of 
any locally who were likely to impart useful 
information to activists and inspire them to 
action. I’m glad there are courageous scien- 
tists like you who are the exception. It’s 
tragic for our planet that the scientific/gov- 
emmental/corporate establishment makes 
advocacy so difficult and dangerous for you. 

Perhaps your next EF! article could 
explore how ecology activists can help shield 
scientists engaged in advocacy from bureau- 
cratic retaliation. We need each other. 

Earth First! readers may be interested to 
know that the 3rd Florida Green Conference 
will be held April 6-8, 1990, near Orlando. 
The fdcus will be learning organizing skills. 
For more information, contact Florida 
Greens Clearinghouse, AFSC, 130 19th Ave 
Southeast, St. Petersburg, FL 33705; (813) 
822-5522. 

— Bob Brister 

Dear Editor: . 

^ A brief note to mention an educational 1 
institute worth supporting. The Sigurd 
Olson Environmental Institute, an affiliate 
of Northland College (Admiral Leahy Dr., 
Ashland, Wisconsin, 54806), is promoting 
an educational program "addressing thej 
importance of biological diversity in manag- 
ing both public and private forest lands. The 
program is aimed at natural resource profes- 
sionals, such as corporate and government 
foresters, soil scientists, wildlife managers, 
and public school science teachers. Long- 
term objectives of the program include re- 
duction of habitat fragmentation and preser- 
vation of healthy diversity within plant and 
animal communities in northern forests." 
Northland also has a strong Native American 
Studies department. 

— , — Brian Carter, Concord, NH 

Dear editor: 

We do a weekly environmental radio 
show for an Ohio college station. About a 
year ago we sent a letter to this journal 
soliciting material for the program. I would 
like to thank the many people who re- 
sponded and contributed to the show. I 
would also like to renew the request for 
material — from people everywhere. If any- 
one would like to send copies of tapes or 
come in and get on the show, please let us 
know; we by no means restrict material to the 
conventional or mainstream issues. 

We are aware of only one or two other 
environmental radio shows around, and 
would like to encourage more. We would 
appreciate hearing about any others that 
exist, and trading material/notes. 

Every college ratio station in this coun- 
try should have at least a weekly environ- 


can legally purchase it. The total amount of 
third-party substitution was estimated by 
the Forest Service to be 107 millionboardfeet 
in 1987 and 1 14 million board feet in 1988. 
The Bureau of Land Management keeps no 
records on third-party substitution from its 
land. 

To further complicate the problem, 
these two federal land agencies regulate their 
export quotas differently. The FS makes 
raising export quotas beyond historical lev- 
els difficult. In fact, it is possible only 
through company mergers. However, the 
BLM is vulnerable to companies raising their 
own limits through "racheting." By the 
BLM’s regulations, a company violates the 
rules only if they exceed limits (historical 
levels) of both log exports and federal pur- 
chases. Thus, one year, a company can buy 
more federal timber while keeping exports 


say testimony taken in the State v. Kowal- 
chuk case: "William Josh ... testified that 
members of the organization were instructed 
by them to do, in all instances, no more work 
than they were compelled to do to continue 
on a job, and to do such work as they did, so 
far as they could, in such a manneras to cause 
it to be done over again; that if they were 
railway employees it was their duty to lose all 
freight possible, and their duty to send such 
of it as they could to stations to which it was 
not consigned; that if they were working in 
the mills, in other industries, or in the 
woods, it was their duty to let the steam in 
the engines ... die down, and thereby cause 
stoppages and delays in the work; to mis- 
place, lose, and destroy as many of the work- 
ing tools as possible, and generally to do 
anything they could to injure property, and 
'make a hole in the boss' pocket’ — the object 
and purpose being to make the operation of 
industries unprofitable to their owners and 


constant. The next year, they increase ex- 
ports, shipping off the excess timber they 
bought the previous year, while keeping 
federal timber purchases at the same level as 
the first year. The third year, they increase 
federal purchases again and keep exports 
within the quota. Over the years, "rachet- 
ing'’ companies increase both purchase and 
export volumes without a ceiling. 

The regulations are further rendered 
ineffective by the federal agencies' reliance 
on company reports to monitor export prac- 
tices. The companies are not audited nor 
tested to verify compliance. Violations are 
only discovered if one company reports on 
another company. From 1981-1989, the 
BLM and FS identified 8 violations of substi- 
tution laws, but only one purchaser has been 
punished significantly, and none has been 
barred from timber exporting. 


cause their abandonment, when they could 
be seized and operated by the workers them- 
selves." 

Current research has unturned no pre- 
vious cases where the subsection used 
against the EF!ers was used. Since no prop- 
erty damage was threatened or intended, and 
none occurred, their actions are hard to de- 
fine as sabotage. Furthermore, the action 
was so disorganized, it would be hard to say 
it had anarchist intent. 

As if the charges brought were not ade- 
quate, the four received an additional charge 
at their arraignment hearing. This charge, 
Vehicular Prowl (9A.52.0951), is also a fel- 
ony. It is defined as entering any vehicle 
(such as a boat) with intent to commit a 
crime. It is generally used to arrest people 
trying to steal car stereos. 

The Longview Four need moral support, free 
legal advice, and money. To help, please contact 
Portland EF! (see Directory). 


mental program. For those seriously consid\ 
ering joining what we call the "John Muir 
Radio Network," we'll be glad to be of what- 
ever assistance we can. If you want a copy of | 
one of our shows, send a tape to copy it on. 

— The Lone Ranger and Tonto, 41953 
Adelbert St., Elyria, OH 44035 

Dear EF!, 

An open letter to all Earth Firstlers and 
like-minded folks. BUY LAND WITH US!! 

How many times have you been 
stricken with the urge to write a letter to a 
land raper, take a walk in the woods, plant a 
tree, spike a tree, or just weed the garden, but 
were forced to go to work instead, and spend 
the money on rent? This is the situation that 
we find ourselves in, and we think it sucks. 
We want nothing more than to live in bal- 
ance with our ecosystem, but in order to do 
this we need to "own" land. With land prices 
in Vermont skyrocketing and wages remain- 
ing on a predictably even keel, the time to act 
is now. 

If you relate to this situation, and would 
like to trade in your worn out work-or-die 
lifestyle for a life of self-determination, real 
work, homesteading, and ecodefense, read 
on. 

We are a man and a woman living in 
northern Vermont and saving money to buy 
land. We are looking for several intelligent, 
responsible, and hardworking people to join 
us in buying up a chunk of the Connecticut 
River Valley, or thereabouts. We are not 
looking for a communal living situation, but 
rather a cooperative land trust. The only 
requirement is a desire and active commit- 
ment to live an ecologically sound life. We 
cling to no rigid dogma, and welcome any 
replies. If you've got some cash, some 
muscle, and a yen to live in Vermont, write to 
us! 

— Susan Dacombe and Alan Brown, 
POB 144, Lyndon, VT 05849 

Dear SFB: 

Amid the recent round of debate over 
personal reproductive choice and overpopu- 
lation, a related and possibly even more 
insidious problem has generally been over- 
looked: mis-population. That is, what do 
you get when limiting the size of one's family 
is the responsible, moral, but voluntary 
course of action? A population increasingly 
predisposed toward immoral, irresponsible 
actions. The tragedy of the commons, in 
spades — the personification of entropy. 

My gut reaction is that large-scale, cos- 
mopolitan civilization selects as well against 
reverence for Nature and other seemingly 
altruistic behaviors, which formerly received 
some positive survival feedback in the con- 
text of the genetically and socially close-knit, 
ecosystem-dependent bands and tribes of 
indigenous man. At a time when the protec- 


tion of the biosphere requires some kind of 
emergency transfusion to our moral senses, 
the evolutionary regime of civilization seems 
to be drifting us ever farther in the opposite 
direction. 

—James Irwin, Hillsboro, GA 
Folks, 

American Express is offering a catalog 
through their American Express Travel Re- 
lated Services company. In this catalog there 
are 24 pages of fur coats for women. Toll-free 
number to call 1-800-528-8000; demand a 
discontinuation of this "service." A person 
who needs to hear from us desperately: Mr. 
Steve Goldberg, c/o American Express, 200 
Vesey Street, New York, NY 10285 
P.S. When calling the toll-free number, tell 
the operator that you would like to make a 
complaint in every department. One need 
not obtain an American Express card to call. 

— E. Holden, Marysville, MI 


ear Earth First!, 

I have recently undertaken an under- 
graduate research project under the loose 
title "Deep Ecology versus Women." The 
aim of this project is to discuss the attitudes 
of the Deep Ecology towards the issues of 
patriarchy and the social status of women 
and their role and status in a 'deep ecological' 
society. Unfortunately, relevant material for 
this work is very sparse in Britain and I would 
be most grateful if you could forward to me 
any relevant material which you may have 
published or read. I feel that this is a very 
important issue which warrants considera- 
tion especially in the light of recent eco- 
feminist criticisms of the 'Deep Ecology' 
movement. 

— Alan D. Stanley, 70 Lisson Grove, 
^M utley P lain, Plymouth, Devon, England 
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THE 1989 TIMBER COMPROMISE: 
Will Environmentalists Ever Learn? 


By Mitch Friedman 

For the natural forests of the Pacific 
Northwest, these are desperate times. Ironi- 
cally, on the heels of what has been labeled 
the "timber compromise" (Hatfield-Adams 
Amendment), 1990 will see the heaviest 
cutting in the history of public lands. 

Many saw 1989 as a watershed year for 
ancient forest protection . It was the year that 
sweeping court injunctions were placed on 
federal timber sales, that Northwest forests 
were broached to the awareness of the na- 
tion, and that conservationists forged a great 
alliance for the woods. 

Why, then, do the sounds of chainsaws 
drown our howls of elation? We awoke the 
nation's sleeping giant of environmental 
concern, only to see it yawn and roll over the 
forests. Since time is short, and past errors 
must be avoided in our future strategies, I 
offer the following. 

The "Compromise" 

The Hatfield-Adams Amendment man- 
dates the sale of 7.6 billion board feet of 
timber from Oregon and Washington Na- 
tional Forests in 1989 and 1990, a 10% reduc- 
tion from previous years. The reduction is 
deceiving, for these reasons: 1) Since legal 
constraints limited Forest Service operations 
for much of 1989, the vast majority of these 
sales will be concentrated into just one year 
(ending September 1990) — even the FS is 
complaining that it won't be able to produce 
the volume. 2) The cutting level is even 
higher than what the combined Forest 
Service's draft forest plans would call for. 3) 
The amendment comes largely in response 
_to federal injunctions brought on by envi- 


ed. note: The following is excerpted from a report 
by the Oregon Natural Resources Council, 522 
Southwest Fifth Ave, Portland, OR 97204. 

Most Northwest conservationists know 
by now that when Congress passed the Hat- 
field-Adams rider, it significantly increased 
the 1990 timber cut level — the "allowable 
sale quantity" (ASQ) — for the National 
Forests and BLM lands that hold the last of 
the Northern Spotted Owl's ancient 
Douglas-fir forest habitat. But because lob- 
byists were busy defending owl habitat on 
federal lands west of the Cascades in Wash- 
ington and Oregon, many conservationists 
didn't notice that the rider also boosted the 
1990 cut on the six National Forests east of 
the Cascades, where the more arid Ponderosa 
Pine forests do not harbor the Northern 
Spotted Owl. One indication of the way FS 
officials are interpreting the rider comes 
from the Winema National Forest, where the 
annual cut has been increased from 138 
million board feet (mmbf) to 158 mmbf to 
meet the rider's targets. 

When the battle over the Hatfield- 
Adams rider was just beginning, the FS and 
the Northwest congressional delegation 
threatened to increase the ASQs for the 
"non-owl" eastside forests to "make up" for 
shortfalls in old growth timber sales west of 
the Cascades. Conservationists' outraged 
reaction to that idea prompted the North- 
west delegation to offer assurances that they 
would "hold the eastside forests harmless" 
and leave the eastside ASQ at recent levels. 
When it became clear that the rider actually 
seta 1990 ASQ for the six eastside forests that 
is 20% higher than 1989's cut level, Nick 
Ashmore, assistant to Speaker of the House 
Tom Foley, claimed that the change had 
been "a mistake." 

Investigation has shown it was not. 
Despite the promises made, both the Forest 
Service's Washington, DC headquarters and 
the Northwest delegation increased the cut 
levels for the eastside forests. It is possible 
that FS personnel were only grossly incom- 
petent, but it is more likely that they knew 
very well that by presenting 1988's gross 
timber sales as net, they were making it 
possible for certain Congressmen and their 
staffs to increase the cut level on the eastside 
forests by more than 100 million board feet 
without appearing to change a thing. Politi- 
cians like Les AuCoin, who started the whole 
net-and-gross number juggling game, aggra- 
vated the situation. Rather than correct the 
agency's misleading figures, the delegation 
slapped a premium of 50 million board feet 
on the already-inflated cut level. 
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ronmental lawsuits. In other words, we fi- 
nally convinced the courts that the logging 
level is illegally damaging, so Congress has 
intervened to nullify the law. The slight 
reduction is a bone tossed to passify, not 
resolve. The amendment forced us to release 
more than two-thirds of the roughly 140 
timber sales involved in the injunction; sales 
known to conflict with Spotted Owl habitat 
needs. 

Clearly, these aspects of the "compro- 
mise" were brutal assaults on the remaining 
forests. Now let's look for our gains. 

judicial review: The original draft of 
the amendment restricted citizens' ability to 
sue on environmental laws. This was later 
modified to only expedite judicial review. 
However, our primary suit (involving the 
above injunction) is now neutralized. 
Though some claim the retention of judicial 
access as a victory, it's really one step for- 
ward, two steps back. 

old-growth protection: The amend- 
ment suggests the FS should avoid fragment- 
ing remaining large blocks of old-growth 
forest. The bottom line, however, is that 7.6 
billion board feet will be cut. What isn't 
taken from classic "ancient forest" will be 
logged from other irreplaceable virgin 
stands. As the FS Regional Forester says, of 
the slated stands "95% meet somebody's 
definition of spotted owl habitat." 

In many areas where habitat connec- 
tions at the landscape level are, at best, tenu- 
ous, the amendment offers no relief. It may, 
in fact, increase pressure on "last hope" cor- 
ridors and low-elevation old-growth islands. 

advisory committees: The amend- 
ment directed each National Forest to as- 
semble a 7-member citizen's advisory com- 


In the moist, dense Douglas-fir forests 
west of the Cascades, an average ranger dis- 
trict will sell 80-100 mmbf in a year under 
"normal" cut levels, twice that amount 
under the Hatfield-Adams rider. They could 
possibly sell almost 50 mmbf a year under a 
sustainable timber program. Cutting 50 
mmbf over and above prevailing levels, on 
the other hand, would be destructive. In the 
drier, less productive and more fragile Pon- 
derosa Pine and fir forests that grow east of 
the big mountains, 50 mmbf is roughly one- 
third the entire ASQ for several of the six 
eastside forests, or about five percent of the 
overall eastside ASQ for 1988. Cutting so 
much more timber from the east side in a 
single year will be devastating: at 20,000 net 
board feet to the acre (a reasonable yield for 
eastside forests), 50 mmbf means 2500 acres 
of additional clearcuts. 

Even 2500 acres of clearcuts is a drop in 
the bucket, though, compared to the 52,500 
acres of eastside forest that will have to be 
sold in 1990 to come up with 1000 mmbf 
(one billion board feet) of net timber sales — 
the amount the eastside forests must sell in 
FY 1990 to reach the Hatfield-Adams target. 
Coming on top of a year like 1989, when 
nearly 900 mmbf were sold and units sold up 
to five years earlier were cut to feed a rising 
market, the cumulative effects of the 
clearcuts that will be prepared this year are 
horrible to contemplate. If the individual 
National Forests are forced to use FS head- 
quarters' bad data, it could drive sales as 
much as another 50 mmbf higher. 

All of this comes after the Forest Service 
has admitted, in the course of developing 
new Forest Plans for the six eastside forests, 
that it is presently overcutting in every for- 
est. Forthcoming Forest Plans propose ASQs 
that are significantly lower than 1988’s, not 
to mention 1990's. Conservationists con- 
tend that overcutting already approached 
100%, which means that eastside ASQs 
should be reduced to roughly half their 1989 
levels. That might even make it possible for 
the government to break even on eastside 
timber sales (like most National Forests, 
timber sales in the eastside six usually lose 
money for the taxpayer). But if the Hatfield- 
Adams rider is any indication of the direction 
of future Congressional decisions on timber 
issues, those much disputed Forest Plans will 
be altered in appropriations committees. 
ASQs will be increased, and timber produc- 
tion will continue to dominate, and deci- 
mate, all the other values of the Northwest's 
remaining forests. 


mittee of "balanced interests” to review 
timber sales. These committees will be under 
enormous pressure to rubber stamp pro- 
posed sales, since the high cutting level af- 
fords no flexibility. On the Gifford Pinchot 
NF, for example, the FS actually has less sale 
volume planned than the law mandates it 
sell. What options does this leave the advi- 
sory committee? 

Congress also gave the committees — 
which have, not surprisingly, turned out to 
be dominated by timber interests — no real 
authority. They are essentially public rela- 
tions smoke-screens. 

The amendment made no promises for 
future logging reductions. It also said noth- 
ing about log exports or programs to assist 
timber communities through the inevitable 
economic transition. Score another round 
for political brushfire-fighting and timber 
industry arm-twisting. 

Most disturbing about this disastrous 
legislation is that some conservationists 
publicly supported it. Writing in the Sep- 
tember issue of Washington Wildfire, the Si- 
erra Club's Mark Lawler shocked the conser- 
vation community by claiming that only 
two groups opposed it. In actuality, the 
Sierra Club was virtually the only organiza- 
tion supporting the amendment. 

Sierra Club leadership even helped 
write the compromise. Many think the 
Club's complicity, from the so-called "Hat- 
field summit" in June to the amendment's 
final wording, greased the skids for the deal. 
Certainly the Club's supportive statements 
in press made attacking the compromise 
futile. 

Why would the Sierra Club undercut 
the opposition of other Ancient Forest Alli- 
ance groups? Possibly because a hardline 
position in this fractious issue would jeop- 
ardize their open-door access to Congress on 
other issues. Or perhaps their goals for 
Northwest forests are lower than those of 
other groups. Some even speculate their 
motivation to be the glory and membership- 
boosting coup of settling first and claiming 
victory. 

Whatever the reasons, such behavior 
has led to distrust and contempt within the 
Ancient Forest Alliance. The Washington 
AFA has not met since summer, due to lost 
faith. The Oregon AFA is engulfed in a 
decision-making power struggle between 
grassroots and larger groups. Instead of 


By Dale Turner 

The Hatfield-Adams "compromise" 
rider highlighted some major differences 
between various groups working on the old 
growth issue, the most notable being a split 
between Sierra Club and almost everyone 
else, including the Sierra Club Legal Defense 
Fund (SCLDF — pronounced "skullduff”). 

According to Andy Kerr of the Oregon 
Natural Resources Council (ONRC), most 
conservationists did not sign off on the rider. 
"ONRC, Audubon, and the National Wildlife 
Federation opposed it to the bloody end. 
Sierra Club was working for it all along, and 
obviously accepted it. The Wilderness Soci- 
ety decided it was all right after the fact." 
SCLDF not only opposed the rider, but actu- 
ally hired a lobbyist to fight it because they 
weren't satisfied with the lobbying efforts of 
the mainstream groups. 

Bill Arthur, regional staff representative 
for the Sierra Club, agrees that the Club "did 
participate in working out the details rather 
than just oppose it on the House floor." 
Following the June "Hatfield summit", 
Arthur said, "we thought the basic formula 
could be a workable arrangement for one 
year if the details could be fleshed out." 

According to Arthur, there was a "very 
volatile" situation in the Northwest and it 
was clear that some kind of legislation was 
going to be introduced. "Our desire was to 
see a one-year package to stabilize the politi- 
cal situation, " giving all involved more time 
to work out better arrangements. He said 
Sierra Club is "not satisfied with the out- 
come, but it's a marginally acceptable ar- 
rangement for a one year period." 

Kerr said this was not the first time the 
Sierra Club has come down on the other side 
of a fight in the Northwest. "The Club's 
attitude is 'Since we're going to get screwed. 


cooperating on legislative proposals, fac- 
tions are scrambling to release their own. 

At the time when unity is needed most, 
we conservationists have divided ourselves, 
allowing timberbeasts to conquer. Some- 
how the industry can remain unified over 
the contentious log export issue, but we can't 
hold together on what to protect. It's an 
outrage that, after the destruction of over 
70% of the natural forests (and 90% of the 
old-growth) of western Washington and 
Oregon, any conservation group would take 
a position other than STOP NOW. 

Future Prospects 

In 1990 we must regroup and amend 
our strategies. I suggest a good dose a democ- 
racy. Those closest to the ground, from 
Audubon chapters to Earth Firstlers, should 
decide their standards for resolution of the 
issue, then articulate their positions to Con- 
gress, the media, and the national groups. 

Grassroots groups must stay involved 
through all of 1990. This may mean any- 
thing from lobbying to timely direct action. 
It at least means monitoring the situation to 
assure that the restricted agenda of one or 
two groups does not undercut the strength of 
the remainder of the conservation commu- 
nity. 

The overall level of logging on federal 
lands should be the primary focus of these 
efforts. In a recent caucus, the National 
Audubon Society formed a position for re- 
ducing the current cut by at least 60%. The 
Native Forest Council is gathering support 
for its Native Forest Protection Act of 1990 
[see sidebar], which eliminates, nation-wide, 
any logging of previously-uncut federal for- 
est. Others are saying that no further logging 
(exempting some thinnings) should occur 
on public lands until second growth stands 
— to which the cutting should be limited — 
are ready. This is an historic battle. 

Our behavior on the ancient forest issue may 
strongly influence the environmental move- 
ment of the 1990s. A united front, formed 
from an ecological position with national 
efforts representing local goals, would en- 
gender hope and success. Anything else will 
bear the same old failures. 

Mitch Friedman is a veteran Northwest EF! 
activist and president of the Greater Ecosystem 
Alliance. 


we might as well help them do it so it's done 
in a less harmful manner,"' Kerr said. 
"ONRC's feeling is that if they're going to 
screw us, they're going to have to do it on 
their own.” 

SCLDF’s role in the fight began with 
their representation of 26 plaintiff groups in 
three lawsuits about listing of and manage- 
ment for the Spotted Owl. The suits had 
sufficient impact to bring on Hatfield's rider. 
(Sierra Club was a party to two of the three 
suits, though the Club has not been a major 
client of SCLDF in the Northwest.) Among 
other things, the rider voided some court 
injunctions brought on by the SCLDF suits 
and limited future judicial review of timber 
sales. As these elements would directly affect 
on SCLDF's activities, they went beyond 
their usual role in the courts and jumped 
headlong into the legislative arena. 

They could do that, despite the Club's 
clearly different position, because SCLDF is 
an entirely independent organization . It was 
spun off from the Club about 20 years ago 
and now shares only the name. According to 
SCLDF's Buck Parker, "The relationship be- 
tween the two is essentially that of lawyer 
and client." 

Parker sees much of the split on this 
issue as between local or grassroots organiza- 
tions and those that are centralized end 
national. He would place SCLDF in league 
with the former and said that while SCLDF 
could not accept the judicial limitations of 
the rider, "Other groups did support it be- 
cause of other provisions and because they 
felt it was politically necessary." When asked 
if Sierra Club was one of those groups, Parker 
would say only that "Sierra Club I think cf as 
a national group and not as a regional 
group." 


Eastside Follies 

Hatfield-Adams Rider Wrecks 
"Non-Owl" Forests Too 


Sierra Club Undermined 
Efforts Against Hatfield Rider 



THE NATIONAL & NATIVE FOREST 
PROTECTION ACT OF 1990 


[The following is the NNFPA 1990, formulated 
by the Native Forest Action Council, POB 21 71, 
Eugene, OR 97404, and printed here slightly 
condensed.\ 

Whereas, the Congress of the United 
States of America, recognizing that less than 
5% of our nation’s native, virgin, and an- 
cient forests remain; and that over 72% of 
the nation's forestlands are now in private 
ownership; and if properly managed and 
operated under a free enterprise system with- 
out unfair competition from subsidized 
timber sales from public lands, are capable of 
producing all of the wood products the na- 
tion requires for its domestic market in per- 
petuity; 

Therefore, the Congress expressly de- 
clares that the forestlands now in public 
owner-ship shall be maintained as natural, 
diverse forests for their broad ecological and 
environmental purposes, for the long-term 
public benefit of the nation and the earth's 
biosphere, and shall not be cut or converted 
to tree farms. 

In carrying out this mandate, the Con- 
gress specifically prescribes the following 
actions and mandates: 

Part I — Protecting Native and 
Virgin Forestlands 

All federal land management agencies 
are hereby directed to fully protect the re- 
maining virgin native forestlands now in 
public ownership and to prohibit any timber 
sales, cutting, or salvage, from such lands, 


effective immediately. 

Federal land management agencies are 
directed to classify and designate, by no later 
than March 1995, all native and virgin fores- 
tlands that comply with the specifications 
set forth in the Wilderness Act of 1964, as 
additions to existing Wilderness Areas or as 
entirely new Wilderness Areas. The National 
Park Service is directed to study and recom- 
mend to Congress that qualifying fores- 
tlands be added to existing National Parks, or 
established as new National Parks and the 
Park Service shall be obligated to fully protect 
such lands. 

For native and virgin forestlands in 
public ownership unqualified for Park or 
Wilderness status, the public agencies are 
directed to classify the lands, regardless of 
size, as National Native Forest Preserves, 
National Biological Areas or National Forest 
Natural Research Areas, which permit a 
broad range of non-consumptive, recrea- 
tional, and biological uses, but prohibit any 
timber harvest. 

Part II — Economic Mitigation 
and Worker Protection 

To assure both permanent protection of 
the nation's remaining native and virgin 
forests and the continued availability of for- 
est resources for domestic requirements, the 
Congress directs that no logs, merches, 
cants, chips, or pulp of any kind be exported 
from any lands. Exports of any wood prod- 
uct that has not undergone maximum proc- 


FOREST SERVICE REFORM UPDATE 


In the November 1989 Journal ("FS 
Reform: The Continuing Saga"), I reported 
that events set in motiop by last summer's 
Cascade Holistic Economic Consultants 
conference, "Reforming the Forest Service, " 
would produce a revised draft bill for com- 
prehensive FS reform, which would then be 
introduced in Congress. That prophecy 
proved to be half accurate. The revised bill 
did materialize and was printed in the Octo- 
ber issue of Forest Watch magazine, labeled as 
the National Forest Reform Act (for a copy, 
call CHEC at 503-343-1092 or 652-7049). 

However, no plans are currently afoot 
to introduce the bill in Congress. True to 
form, the various environmental organiza- 
tions continue to squabble over details, i.e., 
the relative merits of a truly comprehensive 
approach. In particular, the National Wild- 
life Federation has reportedly balked at the 
provision in the revised bill that would re- 
peal the Knutson-Vandenberg Act, because. 


incredibly, they believe the K-V Act is good 
for wildlife. 

Thus we are presently in a hiatus where 
more education and .dialogue must occur 
before a FS reform initiative can move for- 
ward. Recently, Randal O'Toole told me that 
he hopes consensus can be achieved and a 
bill introduced in Congress by early 1991. 

For EFJers who would ban all logging 
from all National Forests, the present legisla- 
tive doldrums offers a golden opportunity to 
present their case to a wider audience. Their 
efforts can add momentum to a truly com- 
prehensive approach. 

Thanks to all the EFlers who answered 
Judith Johnson's appeal for help in building 
an old-growth lobby. The response has been 
very encouraging. As the lobby grows, we 
become stronger on Capitol Hill, where key 
legislative battles to save our forests will be 
fought in the coming months. 

— Mark Gaffney, Chiloquin, OR 


essing by domestic labor is discouraged. A 
graduated excise tax shall be instituted on 
the export of all forest products, which de- 
creases as extent of processing increases. 

Congress shall make available to the 
wood-products workers and industry the 
funds to assist the mandatory and inevitable 
industry transition. These funds will include 
forest rehabilitation jobs; workers' educa- 
tion, retraining, relocation, family health 
care, mortgage payment assistance, property 
tax deferrals, and other assistance needed; 
federally-guaranteed, long-term, low-inter- 
est loans to build value-added product 
manufacturing facilities and to re-tool or to 
close old-growth mills; tax incentives for 
small, non-industrial private woodlot own- 
ers to manage for a sustainable timber pro- 
duction; directing the Forest Service and the 
BLM to provide jobs in forestland rehabilita- 
tion, to restore biological diversity and eco- 
logical values. 

Congress shall make available a trust for 
stable payments to counties and schools to 
replace the loss of expected revenues from 
federal timber sales. Payments are to be 
structured to create national parity in pay- 
ments to counties with federal lands. Such 
payments shall be based on "in-lieu-of prop- 
erty taxes” as if the land were privately 
owned, rather than revenues based on the 
extraction of irreplaceable living natural 
resources. 

To reduce the demand for wood prod- 
ucts to sustainable levels, Congress directs 
the Secretary of Commerce to promulgate 
regulations (including incentives) for paper 


recycling and innovative product design for 
minimizing consumption and waste of 
wood products. 

The FS and BLM shall identify all roads 
in our federal forestlands not absolutely es- 
sential to the forest-wide general travel net- 
work. These roads shall be closed without 
delay and re-vegetated by 1 January 1993. 

Part III — Rehabilitation of 
Multiple-Use Forestlands 

The Congress directs that all public 
forestlands not classified as native forest be 
classified under a concept of perpetual fores- 
tlands. Such lands shall be managed in a 
manner that best restores and then retains 
the original climax forest with its historic 
biological composition, gene pools, species, 
and age diversity. Congress further directs 
that any sale of timber from such lands be oh 
a long-term, sustained-yield basis, with ages 
not less than 300 years, that harvest quanti- 
ties on any logging site not exceed 2% of the 
biomass per acre in any one decade, and that 
the full range of ecological and successional 
attributes of a native, virgin forest be main- 
tained. No trees shall be cut on Class 4, 5, 6, 
or 7 soil sites and no risk of loss of biological 
diversity shall be permitted. 

Furthermore, Congress directs that no 
timber sales shall be permitted that do not 
fully recover the replacement and environ- 
mental costs to the public of such specific 
sales, individually and collectively, so that 
the primary private-sector timberlands are 
not harmed by below-cost sales of public 
timber. 
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Arizona 4 Are Now 5 

Tapes Show Political Motive Against Foreman 


By Dale Turner 

In late December, an Arizona grand jury 
indicted a fifth activist on charges related to 
monkeywrenching of a uranium mine. Ilse 
Asplund, who was living with Mark Davis 
prior to his arrest, was charged with two 
counts of "Destruction of an energy facility. " 
She was notified through her attorney on 
December 20, and went voluntarily to the 
Federal Courts Building in Phoenix today to 
face arrest and processing. 

Asplund is a single working mother 
supporting two young children, yet the FBI 
waited until Christmas time, seven months 
after the related arrests, to get a grand jury 
indictment of her. They have been threaten- 
ing her with arrest for much of that period, 
and have threatened to take away her chil- 
dren, in an effort to force her participation in 
their investigation of Davis. Despite that 
pressure, she has remained an outspoken 
environmental activist in the Prescott area. 

FBI Agent Bugged Himself 

In related events, the trial for the AZ 5 
has been put off again; and meanwhile, evi- 
dence found by Dan Conner of the Legal 
Defense Fund has confirmed the political 
motivation of the whole investigation. 

In listening to the FBI's tapes, they 
found an instance where undercover agent 
"Mike Tait," real name: Michael A. Fain, 
neglected to shut off his tape recorder after 
an encounter with Dave Foreman and Nancy 
Zierenberg. He talked to them at the Journal 
office during a Tucson EF! yard sale, and 
requested money for an unspecified plan. He 





Moomhell by Pegy Sue McRae 


Recent court decisions against the Christie 
Institute (best known for its past work in the 
Karen Silkwood case) are a flagrant instance 
of the use of the legal system to try to destroy 
a public-interest group. The Institute had 
charged 29 people, including Maj. Gen. 
Richard Secord, with complicity in a racket- 
eering enterprise that, the Institute alleges, 
among other criminal acts, detonated a 
bomb at a press conference in La Penca, 
Nicaragua, in 1984. A "summary judgment" 
delivered by a federal judge in June 1988 
prevented the case from coming to trial. 
Then in February 1989, at the request of the 
defendants, the court levied punitive sanc- 
tions of $ 1.2 million against the Institute for 
having filed suit on what the court declared 
to be inadequate grounds. The Institute was 
required to pay the $1.2 million within a 
month. 

The bombing in Nicaragua was an at- 
tempt to assassinate contra commander, 
Eden Pastora, who had refused to join his 
small, Independent guerrilla force (ARDE) 
with the larger contra army (FDN) supported 
by the US Central Intelligence Agency. Pas- 
tora was not harmed but eight people were 

Page 8 Earth First! February 2, 1990 


had previously requested funds from Fore- 
man, but was directed to ask Z for some 
money out of the Journal's petty cash. Z gave 
Fain $100, shushing up his attempt to talk 
about "the nuclear thing.” 

Fain then drove off to meet with two 
other FBI agents, Robin Andrews and Paul 
Szczepaniak, at the nearby Burger King. He 
left his body wiring running recording a 
most revealing conversation. What follows 
is a verbatim transcript of the conversation 
between Fain and the other agents, with a 
short passage excised because it might preju- 
dice the case of one of the other defendants. 
Fain begins by counting the money. (In what 
follows, ellipses indicate pauses in the con- 
versation, not deletions.) 

FAIN: "Well, we got 20, 40, 60, 70, 80, 90, a 
hundred." 

ANOTHER AGENT: "No more?" 

FAIN: "They're havin' to dig deep. All they 
got was a hundred dollars." 

ANOTHER AGENT: (inaudible). . ."some 
sting over in Tucson. Stay with us, Mike, 
(laughter) She [Nancy Z.] gave it to you?" 
FAIN: "Yeah, she gave it to me. He [Dave F.] 
was there, but he doesn't even mention it. 
You hear him in there? Doesn't say a word. 
So she just gave us a hundred dollars, which 
is about what they did the first time — about 
half of what we had asked for. So. . ." 
ANOTHERAGENT: "Small-time operation." 
FAIN: "Yeah. Real small. They use every- 
thing that they have for what they print up, 
what they write. These people live on noth- 
ing. I mean, this isn't much, but for them it's 
about everything they've got. They're short 







killed. The Christie Institute alleges that 
senior contra officials and a group of United 
States citizens planned the attack and that a 
man posing as a Danish reporter, "Hansen,"- 
planted the bomb for them. 

According to the court the Institute 
"presented no direct evidence nor eyewit- 
ness testimony showing that Hansen was at 
the press conference, let alone whether he set 

the bomb " The Christie Institute states 

that the court is in error. The Institute has, it 
says, more than twenty eyewitness accounts 
of Hansen's movements, photographs, and a 
videotape of him backing out of the press 
conference. 

In order to appeal the two rulings against 
it, the Institute had to post a bond equal to 
the punitive sanctions plus estimated inter- 
est. With the help of its supporters, it did so. 
Appeals for lifting of the sanctions arid rein- 
statement of the case have been filed in 
federal appeals court in Atlanta. 

For further details contact the Christie 
Institute, 1323 North Capitol Street NW, 
Washington, DC 20002; 202-797- 8106, 
from whom we received the information for 
this article. 


on material assets, but they're long on dedi- 
cation. . . (inaudible comments) . . . Did ya 
hear what I said in there about nuclear? She 
[Nancy Z.] goes 'shhh!' (laughter) I said, 
'Well, sometimes I make mistakes,' and she 
goes, 'Yeah, you gotta watch that' . . . (inau- 
dible comments) Like I say, she won't say 
anything. I didn't figure we'd ever get that 
much out of her. So. . 

ANOTHERAGENT: "It's hard to hear on the 
tape too, so. . . (inaudible). . . shhh!” 

FAIN: "Oh, Jesus." 

ANOTHERAGENT: "Lot’s of static." 

FAIN: "Oh, well, You wanna give me that 
film and I'll take it up there too?" 
ANOTHER AGENT: "You want to take the 
tape up too to Lori [Bailey, FBI agent in 
charge of the operation]? The one that we 
have? You going to see her today?" 

FAIN: "Yeah, I'm gonna give her all this stuff. 
. . So, in actuality we probably ought to give 
them their money back when this is all over 
because they don't really say what it's for. 
(laughter) Now they’re low budget, and I 
don’t really look for 'em to be doin a lot of 
hurtin’ of people. . . (short exchange about 
another defendant excised here) 'Cause this 
[Dave F.] isn't really the guy we need to pop 
— I mean in terms of actual perpetrator. This 


by Christopher Manes 

y— Earlier this year a federal appeals court 
^Upheld a decision that 26 anti-abortion pro- 
testers had violated RICO, the Racketeer- 
j Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act of 
j 1970. Although Earth First! is not a hotbed of 
■ support for anti-abortionists, we should take 
note of the way the federal government and 
private parties are attempting to use this 
powerful law to silence dissent. It is likely 
that in the near future RICO will be turned 
against ecological protesters engaged in civil 
disobedience. Forewarned is forearmed. 

RICO was designed to deal with the 
difficulties that arise in the prosecution of 
organized crime figures, one such difficulty 
being that mobsters often used their ill-got- 
ten gains to mount massive legal defenses 
and avoid jurisdiction. To prevent this the 
law gives prosecutors the discretion of freez- 
ing a defendant's assets as soon as a RICO 
indictment is brought. The civil provisions 
of the law also encourage private actions 
against gangsters by allowing successful 
plaintiffs to get treble damages. Conviction 
under RICO requires a showing of a "pat- 
tern" of racketeering, threats, extortions or 
similar nefarious activities. 

I leave it to legal scholars to decide 
whether RICO was a good or even necessary 
law. The point here is that the government 
and plaintiffs knew a good thing when they 
saw it. In 1985 the Supreme Court ruled that 
RICO was not limited to organized crime in 
its traditional form. This opened the flood- 
gates of litigation against any organization 
that could be characterized as showing a 
pattern of criminal activity. 

The expanded scope of RICO has had 
both good and bad results. On the one hand, 
it has allowed consumers to sue corporations 
and utilities for collusion, bribery and decep- 
tion of regulatory agencies. Last year, for 
instance, Suffolk County New York won a 
$22.8 million judgment in a civil RICO suit 
against Long Island Lighting Co. for illegally 
raising rates to help finance its ill-fated 
Shoreham nuclear power plant. On the 
other hand, corporations have used RICO to 
bust unions, and the government has used it 
to abridge free speech by going after book- 
stores selling "obscene" material. Even the 
threat of a RICO suit is often enough to 
frighten organizations into stopping their 
activities. It was fear of RICO charges that 
caused Drexel, Bumam Lambert to admit 
securities violations before even going to 
trial. RICO coercion is especially successful 
in civil actions where the standard of proof is 
only "the preponderance of evidence," 
rather than "beyond a reasonable doubt" as 
in criminal cases. 

Since RICO is a rich man's game, radical 
environmentalists have not had to worry 
about it. I believe the only reason the gov- 
\ ernment hasn't brought such a suit is our 
- well-known penury. With quasi-radical 

J ji environmental groups spinning off from EF! 
I and attaining a certain amount of (alas) re- 
spectability and hence funding, RICO 

(\ 
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is the guy we need to pop to send a message. 
And that's all we're really doin', and if we 
don’t nail this guy and we only get Davis, 
we're not sending any message he hasn't 
predicted, 'cause in the Rendezvous last year | 
he says somebody oughta be prepared to give j 
his life this year and somebody oughta be j 
prepared to do hard time." 

ANOTHER AGENT: "Oh, really?" 

FAIN: "Yeah." 

ANOTHER AGENT: "They take that real 
seriously?" 

FAIN: "These people are dedicated : — I mean, 
they just don't have any money. That's why 
the yard sale to help put together their legal 
defense. Unless it's done for nothing, they 
don't ... You know, it's the old sixties stuff." 
ANOTHER AGENT: "Do they have a beef 
right now that they need a defense fund for? 

Is this for a prospective. , . ?" 

FAIN: "Ah, well, they're always doing civil 
disobedience and gettin’ arrested, so they 
need that, and they have what they call their 
Direct Action Fund where — they're always 
giving money to this — and their Direct 
Action Fund is strictly for illegal activities. . . 
Ohhh. We don't need that on the tape. Hoo 
boy." (turns tape machine off) 


should be kept in mind. Any group that 
engages in civil disobedience over a period of 
time may be slapped with a RICO suit. A 
politically ambitious district attorney or slick 
resource industry lawyer may claim, as in the 
anti-abortion case, that the civil disobedi- 
ence was an attempt to coerce a company 
from exercising its legal right to carry out its 
lawful business. 

The ultra-conservative Mountain States j 
Legal Foundation, formerly headed by the j 
glabrous James Watt — "the thinking man's j 
imbecile" — recently began the ambitious ! 
task of compiling information on all acts of 
ecotage. Unwittingly MSLF is probably ( 
doing a real public service since it will con- 
firm just how widespread and effective 
monkeywrenching has become (something 
radical environmentalists have long sus- 
pected), but its actual purpose may be to 
assist in a future class action or RICO suit 
against Earth First! 

Fortunately, it isn't very difficult to 
avoid the sting of RICO. Groups like EF! that 
haven't become organized enough to be 
accountable as an entity are probably safe. 
However, environmental organizations with 
assets, bank accounts, some kind of identifi- 
able leadership and a penchant for CD 
should get a copy of RICO and read it. They 
should be scrupulous in keeping their dem- 
onstrations peaceful in order to get the full 
protection of the First Amendment, however 
effectual that remains in these dark days of 
post-Reaganite winter. The appeals court in 
the anti-abortionists case noted as evidence 
of coercion that the protesters pushed and 
shoved patients. I believe there is a place for ; 
raucous, sub-violent protest (as in the dem- 
onstration at the Okanogan National Forest 
headquarters after the 1988 RRR), but groups 
that are organized and public enough to be 
held accountable for their actions should be 
careful about putting their imprimatur on 
such protests. 

Finally, RICO is a double-edged sword, 
one which radical environmentalists should 
pick up and use to lop off corporate heads. A 
young aggressive good-looking radical envi- 
ronmental lawyer should immediately begin 
research on bringing a civil RICO suit against 
specific timber companies for their illegal 
harvesting practices, exacerbated by their 
threats and use of violence against environ- 
mental protesters, and by their collusion 
with the Forest Service. Evidence of bribery 
(which I'm sure exists) in the Forest Service 
would be extremely useful in pursuing a 
RICO case. 

We are entering an age of guerilla law- 
yering when attorneys with an environ- 
mental conscience will play an important 
role in harassing, frightening and bankrupt- 
ing the lawless corporations that have seized 
control of the world's ecology. Mon- 
keywrenchers and lawyers, unite and take 
over! 

Christopher Manes, a frequent contributor 
to our pages, is a young aggressive good-looking 
radical environmental law student. 
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The Christie Institute and the 
U.S. Legal System 


CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE AND 
(DIS) ORGANIZED CRIME 



GRIZZLY BEAR TASK FORCE REPORT 



Grizzly Roadshow Roams 
Northeast 

The Grizzly Bear Task Force spent Octo- 
ber and November on the road, spreading 
the Earth First! perspective about the Great 
Bear and promoting the Earth First! Yellow- 
stone Wilderness Proposal. As main organ- 
izer and show-presenter, I must say it's a hell 
of a lot of work but definitely worth it. 

1 did 18 shows from Virginia to Maine, 
including the headquarters of the National 
Wildlife Federation in Washington, the Vir- 
ginia EF! Rendezvous, Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology in Boston (!), three 
branches of the State U. of New York, and the 
Sierra Club in Columbus, Ohio. Jake Jagoff 
joined me for the first few shows. 

The format of the shows was a half-hour 
talk followed by a multi-projector slide show 
with a soundtrack then a final plea for action 
and support and a question/answer session. 
We distributed literature and sold posters, T- 
shirts and stickers to raise funds. I talked 
about the importance of the Greater Yellow- 
stone Ecosystem, introduced the Grizzly as a 
resident of the GYE, and described the plight 
of the Grizzly in the Lower 48. See below for 
specific issues and what you can do! Re- 
sponse was enthusiastic with up to 500 
people attending shows. Thanks to all who 
made this possible, especially Patoka Pete, 
Louise Bowman, Barb and Gary Steele, the 
EF! Foundation, the show organizers, and 
Mangier and Jagoff. 

—Phil Knight, Grizzly Bear Task Force 

Former/Potential Grizzly 
Habitat in Colorado Jeop- 
ardized by Forest Circus. 

Colorado's San Juan Mountains con- 
tain some of the finest unoccupied Grizzly 
Bear habitat in the Lower 48. Extensive 
studies by independent Grizzly biologist 
Tony Povilitis have determined that the San 
Juans could support many bears. The last 
known Grizzly in the Southwest was shot in 
the San Juans in 1979. The East Fork of the 
Sanjuan River is particularly good habitat. It 
is also slated for "improvement": a huge 4- 
season ski resort complete with golf courses, 
tennis courts, jacuzzis and neon ski geeks 
riding gondolas. The resort will abut the San 
Juan Wilderness. 

If the Grizzly is ever to return to Colo- 
rado, we must stop this resort. The Colorado 
Wildlife Commission no longer opposes 
talking about Grizzly reintroduction (thanks 
to pressure from the Western Earth Support 
Co-op). Now we must get them to drop their 
opposition altogether. 

The Colorado Endangered Species Act 
requires that the Colorado Division of Wild- 
life prepare a recovery plan for the Grizzly, 
but they have not done so. The Grizzly Bear 
Task Force has written Senator Tim Wirth 
regarding this matter and he has requested 
that the Regional Forester, Gary Cargill, pre- 
pare an environmental assessment on the 
development. We have also written the 
Supervisor of the San Juan NF and the Dep- 
uty Regional Director of the US Fish and 


Wildlife Service (FWS). The Forest Supervi- 
sor bows to the Colorado Wildlife Commis- 
sion and their blind opposition to reintro- 
duction; and passes the buck to the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service, whose Grizzly Bear 
Recovery Plan makes no provision for Griz- 
zly reintroductions. FWS in turn blames the 
Forest Service, stating "We act only as advi- 
sors to those agencies with decision author- 
ity for activities requiring Federal approval." 
"The Forest Service (is) the responsible 
agency." 

Unless major changes occur, be pre- 
pared to join us in March or April for a 
demonstration at the Regional Forest Serv- 
ice otfice. Construction may begin as soon 
as spring of 1991. Meanwhile, visit the 
East Fork; bring your tools. Also, write to 
the decision-makers: 

‘Perry D. Olson, Director, Colorado Divi- 
sion of Wildlife, 6060 Broadway, Denver, 
CO 80216 

‘William T. Sexton, Forest Supervisor, San 
Juan National Forest, 701 Camino Del Rio, 
Durango, CO 80216 

‘John L. Spinks, Jr., Deputy Regional Di- 
rector, US Fish & Wildlife Service, POB 
25486, Denver Federal Center, Denver, CO 
80225 

Demand that the reintroduction of Griz- 
zlies to the San Juans and elsewhere be 
seriously addressed in the upcoming revi- 
sion of the Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan for 
the US. 

YELLOWSTONE: 
"Nuisance" Bear Hunt Pro- 
posed for Yellowstone Eco- 
system. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service pro- 
posed in October of 1989 to open a hunting 
season on Grizzlies in the Greater Yellow- 
stone area. The idea is to issue permits to 
"hunters" through a lottery for the taking of 
bears labeled as dangerous and incorrigible. 
Earth First! submits that it is humans, not 
bears, who are dangerous and incorrigible, 
and that if humans are having problems with 
bears, it is time for the humans to move. That 
aside, this hunt idea is dangerous. It would 
essentially create a "market" for "nuisance" 
bears and thus an incentive to provide such 
bears. The agencies involved would have 
wide discretion in determining nuisance 
status. 

The current proposal is not being con- 
sidered in the context of recovery of the 
Grizzly in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosys- 
tem or overall nationwide recovery goals. 
Nor have state and federal agencies corre- 
lated this proposal with efforts to remove the 
human attractants (development and associ- 
ated rubbish) that result in "nuisance" bears. 

Public comment was due December 
18, but it is still important to write the FWS 
to oppose any hunting of Grizzlies: 

‘Chris Servheen, Grizzly Bear Recovery 
Coordinator, US Fish & Wildlife Service, 
NS 312, U. of Montana, Missoula, MT 
59812 

Tell Servheen you want to see reintroduc- 


tion to places like the Gila/Blue, High 
Uintas, Marble/Siskiyou/Kalmiopsis, and 
San Juans considered seriously in the 
upcoming Revised Recovery Plan for the 
Grizzly. 

Grease and Garbage: Heaps 
of Problems 

The grease, garbage and sewage situ- 
ation in Yellowstone Park is a serious threat 
to Grizzlies. Every major development in the 
Park has its own messes, all of which are 
possible attractants to these opportunistic 
omnivores. Once a Griz becomes habituated 
to human food, the best it can hope for is to 
be dissuaded from its nasty habits through 
aversive conditioning in the form of rubber 
bullets and air horns. Relocation is more 
likely and this is usually a death sentence for 
the Griz. Being smart and stubborn, the bear 
will likely return to the scene of the slime and 
end up with a price on his/her head. 

Sewage and garbage problems in the 
Park include overflows and spills at sewage 
pumping stations, lack of proper fencing 
around sewage lagoons, improper storage of 
garbage by both concessionaires and NPS 
employees, failure to store garbage trucks 
and "honeywagons" in bearproof enclo- 
sures, and dripping garbage trucks. The NPS 
has made some effort to clean up these bear 
attractants but much remains to be done. 
The Grizzly Bear Task Force will launch a 
fact-finding mission into Yellowstone next 
spring and has requested a guided tour of 
sewage and garbage facilities — not your 
typical tour of Yellowstone, but needed. 

Write the Chief Ranger of Yellow- 
stone to encourage the NPS to continue 
cleaning up bear attractants in the Park 
and to ask that the GBTF be shown real 
progress. Send us any info you find about 
bear attractants in Yellowstone or sur- 
rounding communities (especially Cooke 
City, Gardiner and West Yellowstone). 
‘Dan Sholly, Chief Ranger, Yellowstone 
National Park, WY 82190 

NORTHERN CONTI- 
NENTAL DIVIDE 
Grizzlies "Recovered"?? 

The Interagency Grizzly Bear Commit- 
tee (IGBC) is considering a proposal to "de- 
list" the Grizzly in the Northern Continental 
Divide Ecosystem (NCDE) of northern 
Montana, where the largest population of 
Grizzlies in the Lower 48 resides. Delisting 
would entail removing the Grizzly from the 
protection of the Endangered Species Act, 
under which it is listed as Threatened, and 
turning the management of the bear back 
over to the State of Montana. Agency rheto- 
ric claims the population in the NCDE (and 
in Yellowstone) to be recovered and we will 
undoubtedly see a formal delisting proposal 
soon. 

Earth First! opposes this move. It is 
politically, not biologically, motivated, as all 
bear management seems to be at the federal 
level. The GBTF submits that the real reasons 
for delisting are to 1) remove the restrictions 
imposed by the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) on resource-extractive activities such 
as mining and logging; 2) show that the 
federal government can successfully "re- 
cover" a species (whether actually recovered 
or not) and pave the way for delisting other 
species, thus weakening the ESA; 3) justify all 
the money and effort the IGBC has put into 
Grizzly management; and 4) boost the ca- 
reers of certain agency personnel. If the 
NCDE delisting succeeds, Yellowstone will 
be next. 

There are indications that Grizzly popu- 
lations in both Yellowstone and the NCDE 
are increasing, even though habitat in both 
areas continues to be destroyed. Independ- 
ent bear biologists note that populations of 


Bison, Elk, deer, and perhaps other prey 
species have increased in Montana in recent 
years. It is postulated that this is due to the 
unusually mild winters the Wild Rockies 
have experienced of late, likely a result of the 
greenhouse effect. So the increase in Griz- 
zlies may be due to factors beyond the con- 
trol of managing agencies, factors that may 
well turn around soon to further threaten 
stressed Grizzly populations. Whatever the 
case, habitat loss is likely to catch up with the 
Grizzlies soon, especially if major die-offs of 
ungulates occur, as happened in the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem last winter. 

We cannot afford to turn management 
of Grizzlies back over to state agencies; we 
must maintain the legal protection of the 
Endangered Species Act, however shaky it 
may be. Earth First! submits that the Grizzly 
should be relisted as Endangered in the Lower 
48! 

POLLHAVEN: Grizzly Man- 
agement Canadian Style 

Pollhaven, an 80-square mile area in 
southern Alberta, was once part of Waterton- 
Glacier International Peace Park in the 
Northern Continental Divide Ecosystem. 
Now it is ruled by ranchers and has become 
a death-trap for Canadian and American 
Grizzly Bears, thanks to the Alberta Provin- 
cial Government. Pollhaven borders on the 
Blackfoot Indian Reservation and Glacier 
Park in Montana and on Waterton Lakes 
National Park in Alberta. It contains 54 
square kilometers of public (Crown) land 
and 26 sq km of private. In 1947 the 
Pollhaven area was removed from Waterton 
Park. In 1 983 it was removed from the Forest 
Reserve system and placed under the Public 
Lands Division as a concession to cattlemen. 

Canada offers Grizzlies no legal protec- 
tion. Since 1982 at least 59 Grizzlies have 
been removed from the NDCE Grizzly popu- 
lation in southern Alberta, mostly due to the 
activities of cattle graziers and the provincial 
government. Cattlemen in Pollhaven re- 
ceive full cooperation from the Alberta For- 
est Service and the Fish and Wildlife Division 
— this for the sake of 600 head of cattle 
grazed for 4 months a year by the 42 mem- 
bers of the Pollhaven Grazing Association. 
Brian Horejsi of Western Wildlife Environ- 
ments in Alberta estimates that Alberta tax- 
payers subsidize stockmen at $ 20 per year for 
each cow grazed in Pollhaven. The 1988 
Pollhaven plan allows unregulated killing of 
Grizzlies, and proposes increased grazing, 
roading, mineral production, petroleum and 
natural gas exploration, and motorized rec- 
reation. 

The 1988 wolf campaign in British 
Columbia demonstrated that US activists 
can have an impact on wildlife manage- 
ment decisions in Canada. Next summer 
we can focus attention on Pollhaven with 
trans-border demonstrations along the 
US-Canadian Border following the 1990 
RRR in Montana. Meanwhile, write to the 
Alberta Minister of Forests, Lands and 
Wildlife and demand an end to exploita- 
tion of the Pollhaven area and protection 
of US and Canadian Bears. Ask that 
Pollhaven be declared a Natural Area or 
Wildlife Sanctuary. Send the GBTF copies 
of replies. 

‘Honorable Leroy Fjordbotten, Minister of 
Forests, Lands and Wildlife, 418 Legisla- 
ture Bldg, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
T5K 2B6. 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE 
GBTF NEWS! 

If you would like to receive the quarterly 
GBTF newsletter, write us. Include a contri- 
bution to cover costs if possible. Also send 
articles, artwork and information of interest 
to the GBTF at POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 
59715 (406) 587-3356 
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Social Ecology and Deep Ecology Meet 


by Bill Weinberg 

"The Great Debate.” That’s what people 
were calling it for weeks in advance. The 
meeting between "Deep Ecology" and "So- 
cial Ecology" — and more specifically be- 
tween Murray Bookchin, Social Ecology 
theorist, and Dave Foreman, co-founder of 
Earth First!, which subscribes to "Deep Ecol- 
ogy" — was organized by the Learning Alli- 
ance, New York City's community and social 
concerns education and organizing group. 

As our civilization continues to gobble 
up the planet, the environmental movement 
is still a marginal voice. Increasingly, politi- 
cians and even businessmen are paying lip 
service to it, but it is still not a political force 
that can seriously contend with the en- 
trenched economic and political interests 
working to destroy the biosphere. And there 
is the danger that as the environmental 
movement itself becomes an entrenched 
political interest, carving for itself a comfort- 
able niche in the prevailing power structure, 
it will become irrelevant and lose sight of its 
mission. 

Hence the need for a radical environ- 
mental movement — one recognizing that 
there is no time left for compromise, one 
willing, when necessary, to take a militant 
stand. 

This radical movement does exist, but it 
is a marginal voice even within the already 
marginal voice of environmentalism. And 
even within this radical movement there are 
bitter divisions. The one that has received 
the most play in media (or at least the alter- 
native media — The Nation, Utne Reader, etc.) 
is between Deep Ecology and Social Ecology 
— between the "biocentric" philosophy 
which places the welfare of the wilderness 
and the planet before that of human beings, 
and the libertarian-left philosophy which 
sees social transformation as the key to sav- 
ing the environment. 

So it is within the context of massive 
environmental dilemmas and the large 
amount of time and energy that has been 
devoted to this Social Ecology vs. Deep Ecol- 
ogy debate that the Learning Alliance called 
together Dave Foreman and Murray 
Bookchin. The Learning Alliance has worked 
for years to heal the wounds within the 
radical environmental movement. Last 
spring, it held a public forum with represen- 
tatives of Deep Ecologist, Social Ecologist, 
Green, Bioregionalist, and Ecofeminist phi- 
losophies along with hundreds of partici- 
pants from throughout the Northeast. This 
work continued with the invitations to Fore- 


man and Bookchin. After the arrest and 
harassment of Dave Foreman and other 
Earth Firstiers by the FBI, an agreement was 
made for public dialogue with both Foreman 
and Bookchin on S November 1989 to at- 
tempt to heal the split in the movement. 

Those who anticipated fireworks were 
disappointed, fiddkchin, who spoke first, set 
the tone of reconciliation, declaring that he 
stands "shoulder to shoulder with everyone 
in Earth First! who is trying to save the 
wilderness." He emphasized hisown loveof 
wilderness. He didTmpfore’EF! to seriously 
consTdeffhe question of "who is the’ 'us' we 
have fo saveTKe''wTrderrie*ssTf6m?’ , ~He'gave 
ari”dmmous warning of where ^rational 
extremism can lead — a warning that is 
perhaps also an explanation for Bookchin’s 
own concern with the lingering threat of 
fascism: "All my relatives in Europe are dead 
— they were slaughtered!" But he finished 
his opening remarks, as he began them, with 
a clear expression of solidarity. Stating that 
j he too has been the victim of FBI harassment, 
he declared that "we must oppose the FBI's 
attempt to paint the ecology movement as 
terrorist. And Dave is on the front line of that 
question." 

Foreman began by looking back at his 
own political journey which led him from 
active involvement to disillusionment with 
mainstream environmental politics. He 
spoke of how environmental organizations' 
willingness to compromise on the issues 
grew in proportion with influence and access 
to Capitol Hill. The adversarial relation 
waned as the environmental lobbyists and 
politicians began to see each other as mem- 
bers of the same elite club of power brokers. 

' "If you organize yourself like a corporation, 
you start to think like a corporation," said 
Foreman. Foreman believes that EF!'s envi- 
i ronmental extremism has helped redefine 
the terms of the debate. "In the early years of 
j the Reagan administration, the Sierra Club 
was considered extremist. They aren't any- 
more. WeallowSierraClubandothergroups 
• to take stronger positions yet appear more 
moderate than they did back then." 
f Foreman expounded upon what moti- 
vates him: "We may lose one-third of all 
j species in the next 20 years. This is the 
'^greatest wave of species extinction in the 3.5 
’ billion year history of planetary evolution — 
s greater than the end of the Cretaceous — due ’ 
Ltq multinational greed." 

I j Foreman recognized that mu Itinational 

V j | greed is also the monolith faced by those 

V struggling for human dignity and social jus- 
'..tice. "We have the same battle no matter 


• jjwhat we emphasize." In simple terms, he 
( illustrated how the same mindset is a threat 
L to both human freedom and environmental 
"sanity. "Gifford Pinchot, the founder of the 

US Forest Service, said that there are only two 
things on Earth: people and natural re- 
sources. For the likes of [New York real estate 
tycoon] Donald Trump, there is only one 
thing on Earth: natural resources.” In other 
words, seeing the Earth as merely something 
to be exploited leads to seeing humans in the 
^ same way. 

T' Bookchin emphasized that the tradi- 
' tional left, which has raised the issues of 
! domination of human by human, has failed 
I to question the domination of "the natural 
i world" by humans. Therefore, he believes, 

! Marxism doesn't go far enough. But 
! Bookchin feels that he must remind some 

• ecologists that the opposite tendency also 
j has its dangers. "If we don't feel compassion 
i for ourselves and the suffering peoples of the 
; world, how can we feel it for the natural 
[ world? We must bring in the human equa- 

tion profoundly, and have respect for the 
| human spirit. That is what I take from the 


\u- 


left." 


Juxtaposed against the extremism of 
Foreman and Bookchin, the day also in- 
cluded comments from Linda Davidoff, 
executive director of the Parks Council, a 
New York City environmental advocacy 
group. Davidoff's role was to highlight re- 
cent environmental efforts within New York 
(including the development of an environ- 
mental platform and initiatives by a coali- 
tion of over 200 environmental and commu- 
nity organizations) and to offer a moderate 
perspective which Foreman and Bookchin 
could agree to disagree with. ■"We live in a 
stable society with democratic institutions 
and there is something to be said for working 
within the system," offered Davidoff. 

"We are not living with a stable soci- 
ety, "said Foreman. "Within my lifetime, the 
greed will come to a head." Citing the 
destruction of the Northwest forests for the 
sake of a fast buck as one example of our 
short-sighted behavior which will ultimately 
pull the rug out from under our own eco- 
1 nomic infrastructure, Foreman defined whaE 
he sees as his own role in the struggle.' 
/ "Greens and bioregionalists are working on 
■ creating the new society. I’m just trying to / 
-j, save as much as possible from the dollar j 
"'■before the shit hits the fan." Bookchin aisc/ 
denied that we live in a stable society. “Thisjv 
j society is rotten to the core, a nd getting more 
iand more rotten, even though they keep 
Ahining and polishing the skin to try to hide j 


^ it.... We have to create countervailing insti-\ 

! tutions to the state and the large corpora- 

; tion. We have to lean on the left libertarian ' 

tradition, but it's alright if a few right liber- v 
tarians come along. We need fundamental 
■changes." 

Panelist Jim Haughton, of the black * 
community group Harlem Fight Back, had 
been chosen by the Learning Alliance to raise 
the particularly thorny issue of racism. The £ 
question of racism is central to ecological 
concerns, argued Haughton, yet there is very 
little black participation in the ecology 
movement, and there is an obvious split 
between social and ecological issues in 
modern politics. Haughton asked Foreman 
and Bookchin how they envision bridging 
this gap. 

Foreman admitted that he didn't have 
the answer to this question, but emphasized 
that "you shouldn't let a lack of answers stop 
you from acting," and gave examples of 
efforts by Earth Firstiers to bridge the gap, 
such as cooperating with local Afro-Ameri- 
can groups to fight a Lbs Angeles toxic incin- 
erator. Citin g the prev alence of AIDS in 
urban ghettos / BookchinY warned that genoA 
/ cide is still a reality today. He sees the racial 
I crisis, no less than the ecological crisis, as an 
indication of the need for a "new politics" 
representing a radical and uncompromising 
L break with the old system. 

Many questions were raised, aided by 
the moderator, Paul Mclssac. They weren't 
all answered that day, but dialogue, rather 
than debate and name-calling, prevailed. 

"The very real differences in the radical 
ecological movement still exist. Yet there is 
very real hope for continued dialogue and 
mutual support amongst all those who have 
committed themselves to very real change," 
says David Levine of the Learning Alliance. 

He left the participants with a challenge to 
continue to ask the critical questions, but, as 
importantly, to seek the answers and work 
together for the solutions. "It is too easy to 
bicker amongst ourselves. But our challenge 
is to be of mutual support. If Bookchin and 
Foreman can do it, perhaps it's time for many 
others of us to move to the next step." 

Audio and video cassettes of the forum 
are available through the Learning Alliance, ■ j 
494 Broadway, New York, NY 10012; 212- j 
226-7171. Also available is a free catalog of js 
their programs. 

(;! 

Bill Weinberg is a writer in New York who 
is writing a book on the ecology crisis in Central 
America. 



Hardrock Mining Boom Looms 


Hardrock mining is one of the most 
environmentally destructive practices on 
public lands today. Yet the public has very 
little control over how and where mining 
takes place due to the antiquated 1872 
"Right to Mine" law which favors mining 
over all other activities . The mining industry 
has tenaciously defended the 1872 mining 
law, and has succeeded in weakening the 
Wilderness Act of 1964 by demanding that 
all existing leases in designated Wilderness 
be declared valid. Fortunately all undevel- 
oped leases expired in 1984. 

Hardrock mining has given Montana 
the Berkeley Pit and the largest Superfund 
site in the nation, along the Clark Fork River. 
Every major river drainage in the state has 
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been affected negatively by hardrock min- 
ing, and 1320 miles of river have been pol- 
luted by heavy metals from mining opera- 
tions. Now a new mining boom threatens to 
further degrade our public lands. In Mon- 
tana, the Forest Service reported 246 new 
plans for mines in 1988, compared to 116 in 
1987. Forty-three gold mines are in the 
development stage, in places like the 
Sweetgrass Hills (sacred to the Blackfeet), 
Jardine (3 miles from Yellowstone Park and 
in critical Grizzly habitat), and Fisher and 
Miller Creeks near Cooke City (already de- 
graded by old mines but still fairly wild and 
on the edge of the Absaroka-Beartooth Wil- 
derness). 

The gold mining boom is the result of 


the development of a new extraction process 
called "heap-leaching," wherein huge quan- 
tities of ore are processed with cyanide solu- 
tion to extract often minute gold deposits. It 
is the massive scale of these operations that 
make them profitable and extremely de- 
structive. The cyanide solution is spread in 
shallow leach-ponds and the leachate col- 
lected for the concentrated gold. This solu- 
tion is highly toxic and spills are inevitable. 
The Jardine mine threatens Bear Creek, water 
supply for the town of Gardiner, trout 
spawning stream, tributary of the Yellow- 
stone River. The Golden-Sunlight mine near 
Whitehall, Montana is a massive heap-leach 
operation. Two families that live nearby are 
suing the company, claiming contamina- 
tion of their water supply, yet the mine is due 
for major expansion. Cyanide contamina- 
tion has occurred at other mines near Lewis- 
town and Elkhorn. 

Gold mining is not the only boom in 
progress. A huge vein of platinum and palla- 
dium, the only one of its kind in the US, is 
being exploited on the northern edge of the 
Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness. One mine 
is already in operation and another planned 
for the pristine Boulder River drainage. A 
platinum smelter is planned for the area and 
a chrome smelter (perhaps the most heavily 
polluting kinds of smelters) for Yellowstone 
County. 

This is just a sampling of the messes 
mines have produced. Learn about hardrock 
mining and watch closely as plans develop 
for new mines. Watch for public hearings in 
your area. Demand of your representatives 
that such hearings be held. [ed. note: The 
mining threat is also widespread in California, 
Nevada and elsewhere.] 

The Northern Plains Resource Council 
provided much of the information in this 
article: NPRC, 419 Stapleton Bldg, Billings, 
MT 59101 (406) 248-1154. 

POSTSCRIPT: Since the above was written, 
details have emerged about the mine pro- 
posed for the Crown Butte/Daisy Pass area 
near Cooke City. This area has a long history 
of mining, but the proposed New World 
Project would be far bigger than any mine 
there previously. The schedule includes 2.5- 
3.5 years of study, 1.5 years of mill and mine 
construction, and 8-12 years of operation. 


The mine would produce 1000-1500 tons per 
day of ore containing gold and copper. The 
mine would actually consist of 2 open pit 
mines and 1 underground mine, to be ac- 
companied by a mill, tailings pond, waste 
rock dump, and "associated facilities." Land 
ownership of the proposed mine site is part 
private, part public (Gallatin NF). The site is 
about 8 miles from Yellowstone NP and even 
nearer the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness. 
Much of it is Situation 1 Grizzly Habitat. The 
headwaters of Soda Butte Creek and Clark's 
Fork of the Yellowstone (proposed for Wild & 
Scenic) would be affected. Reclamation at 
the 8500-10,500 foot elevations would be 
nearly impossible. Seven state and federal 
agencies would have jurisdiction over spe- 
cific parts of the project — creating manage- 
ment chaos. 

— Phil Knight 

Three Rivers EF! 

Defends Rager Mtn 

ed. note: The following is from the Winter Sol- 
stice newsletter of Three Rivers Earth First!, a 
new group in the Pittsburgh area focusing its 
efforts on the Timber Rattlesnake, Black Bear, 
Monongahela National Forest, and Rager Moun- 
tain. To subscribeor contribute to the newsletter, 
write: deh ‘Airte, Mall Blvd §128, Monroeville, 
PA 15146. 

On a dark and stormy night in 1977, 
when 12 inches of rain fell in a few short 
hours, Laurel Run burstits dam, freeingitself 
from the shackles of human engineering, 
and removed 146 humans from the scene. 
Now, in seeming payback, The Run, its entire 
watershed, and the mountain it nourishes, 
are being destroyed. Logging already under 
way is to be followed by stripmining of the 
entire 10,000 plus acre eastern slope of Rager 
Mountain. Standing between the mountain 
and certain death is a small band of moun- 
tain residents, Earth Firstiers from Three 
Rivers and Pennsylvania EF!, members of the 
central Pennsylvania Audubon Society and 
other environmental activists. 

Rager Mountain is part of Laurel Ridge, 
itself part'-of the Allegheny range of the 
Appalachians. It lies due north of Johnstown 





From old growth oak to hat stand (hat size 7 5 /J in 30 seconds. This tree on Rager Mountain, PA, was 225 years old when marked 
with blue for cutting. 


and south of Rt.22 in west-central Pennsyl- 
vania. Laurel Run starts on the east face of 
Rager Mountain and flows along its lower 
slopes, emptying into the Conemaugh River 
in Johnstown. The east face of Rager has an 
extensive network of feeder creeks emanat- 
ing from hollows below the ridge. 

A climax hardwood forest dominates 
the slope, primarily oak and beech ranging in 
age from 150-300 years old. Hemlock and 
Mountain Laurel grow densely along the 
waterways. Mountain Laurel is also found 
along the sandstone formations dotting the 
mountainside. Rager is home to the Timber 
Rattlesnake, hawks, Turkey Vulture, Ring- 
necked Pheasant [an exotic species in North 
America], Brook Trout (native to PA), Black 
Bear, Coyote, Eastern Woodrat, and possibly 
Eastern Cougar, along with many other fine 
folks. 

In the aftermath of the 1977 flood, the 
Johnstown Water Authority, owner of the 
dam and watershed, sold its 4000 acre hold- 
ing to the Lyme Timber Company of New 
Hampshire. The mineral rights, formerly the 
property of Beth Energy (a subsidiary of 
Bethlehem Steel) were reportedly sold to 
Lyme Timber very recently. Lyme has con- 
tracted PA coal baron Martin Bearer to ex- 
tract the coal. Test hole drilling on the 
mountain has already been completed by 
one of his companies. 

Any time now, the application may be 
filed for permission to strip all or any portion 
of Rager. The Committee to Preserve Rager 
Mountain will oppose this application 
within the administrative channels of DER 
(Department of Environmental Resources), 
and into the courts if necessary. The com- 
mittee is also about to file its own petition 
with DER, asking that the Laurel Run Water- 
shed be declared unsuitable for stripmining. 
With the preparations for this battle well in 
hand, attention is now turning to the log- 
ging which is destroying the fabric of life on 
Rager Mountain as you read this. 

DER has promulgated regulations that 
ought to be brought to bear on the logging 
and on the proposed strip mine; the regula- 
tions apply to both public and private land, 
and Rager includes both. On Rager 
Mountain's southwest slope is a 2000 acre 
parcel of State Forest. Rager Mountain's east 
face south of the Laurel Run watershed in- 
cludes 4000-6000 acres held in public trust 
by the Johnstown Water Authority; this land 
constitutes the Red Run watershed. Much of 
the ridge top is held by People's Natural Gas, 
which stores natural gas in an "imperme- 
able" layer deep within/below the moun- 
tain. The remainder of the land is privately 
held (on the east face, by the mountain's 
human residents). 

When Lyme Timber bought the land, 
they promised to manage for sustainable 
cutting of oak. Logging in the first few years 
reflected this objective. However, over the 
past few years logging has become indis- 
criminate. Along with one major clearcut 
there are numerous new cuts that insult the 
idea of selective/sustainable timber cutting. 
In a forest dominated by old oaks, every old 
oak is being cut. Oak slabs left over from 
milling are being used to fill up the creeks, 
allowing machinery to pass. Sawdust and 
mud are flowing into and silting up the 
streams. 

The damage being done to the streams 
may be in violation of the regulations of the 
DERand the PA Fish Commission. However, 
as of now, no agency is willing to admit 


jurisdiction in this matter, let alone investi- 
gate the logging. The DER recently a passed 
regulation that would keep the cutting 75 
feet from any waterway on private lands, 
thus at least preserving the forest canopy 
along the creeks. But the state legislature, 
responding to the cries of the logging indus- 
try, has moved to prevent the publication of 
this new regulation, and without publica- 
tion the regulation has not the force of law. 
Consequently, public protest to make the 
story known is the only legal route open to 
those wanting to save Rager Mountain. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Go walk Rager 
Mountain; know what you're fighting for 
and you'll fight better. I conduct tours there 
every Sunday, from pristine ecosystems to 
clearcuts. Come to a meetingof the Commit- 
tee to Preserve Rager, every Sunday at 4 PM, 
and learn how to help. We need people to do 
libraryresearch, contact various government 
officials, document violations of environ- 
mental laws, and generally provide moral 
support for the mountain residents who are 
the real heroes and heroines of this battle. 

Epilogue: After the above was written, 
Three Rivers EF! blitzed a PA Fish Commis- 
sion public hearing to speak in defense of the 
native Brook Trout of Laurel Run and to 
insist that the Commission take action to 
defend Laurel Run from logging and 
stripmining. We also raised the issue of the 
Commission's role in managing the Timber 
Rattlesnake for extinction. 

As a result of Andrew Weisburd's in- 
volvement with the Committee to Preserve 
Rager Mountain, a central Pennsylvania EF! 
group is only a motion away. We’ve received 
numerous inquiries from Journal readers in 
eastern Pennsylvania. Unfortunately many 
of these were lost in a recent household 
disaster. So if you want to get active in EF! 
and you're east of Harrisburg, write to PAEF!, 
c/o deh'Airte, 322 Mall Blvd #128, Monroev- 
ille, PA 15146. 

Allegany Thwarts Nuke 
Purveyors 

Since January 1989, the residents and 
neighbors of Allegany County, New York 
have been fighting against nuclear power 
and its waste. When Allegany learned that 
New York's LLRW ["Low" Level Radioactive 
Waste] Siting Commission had pegged it as 
one of 10 potential areas for a nuclear waste 
dump, 5000 disparate but united individuals 
jammed a public hearing at the Belfast Cen- 
tral School to tell commission members, 
“We don't make it; we don't use it; we don't 
want it!" 

Countless meetings, rallies, marches, 
etc., followed this auspicious plunge into 
eco-political awareness. Being poor, Repub- 
lican and rural in New York is no reason to 
accept the industry’s demand for a sacrificial 
victim, says Allegany County. Early in the 
process, Allegany challenged the constitu- 
tionality of a federal mandate requiring that 
the states wash the dirty laundry of the nuke 
business. It initiated state and federal court 
proceedings and called fora halt to the siting 
process. It has lobbied, and begun talks with 
citizen groups in other states. It has engaged 
in massive acts of civil disobedience.... 

In September 1989, Allegany learned 
that, in the state radiation game, it contained 
3 of 5 final sites for consideration. Cortland 
County held the other 2. The elimination 
procedure that identified nuke sites brought 
the region's determination to a fever pitch. 


So far, all of Allegany's battles have been 
non-violent and, for the most part, success- 
ful. 

On December 13, the siting 
commission's technical team, attempting to 
perform a "walkover" or pre-characteriza- 
tion study to narrow choices to a final 
ground, was flushed from the wooded Allen 
site and then encircled by 100 people on the 
Old State Road. The protesters, trained in 
civil disobedience, anticipated mass arrest 
but, after 4 hours in the frigid air, rejoiced to 
leam that the only charge to be levied would 
apply against the team whose members tres- 
passed on farmland not included on the site. 

On January 16, the state returned for a 
"walkover" at Caneadea. Human barricades 
at critical intersections to the site rejected the 
commission team, escorted by the local 
sheriff's department, 4 times. In its last 
approach, the team had the assistance of 
state police. Eight protesters were arrested 
for disorderly conduct before police ac- 
knowledged the futility of their own action. 
Hundreds of Allegany representatives were 
waiting in defense. Two days later, in a 
similar action involving hundreds at the 
West Almond site, 31 protesters were ar- 
rested for disorderly conduct in obstructing 
nuclear progress. Though the radiation dele- 
gation promises to return again and again, so 
far in 1990 it has yet to step closer than half 
a mile from these sites on Allegany's sacred 
ground. 

— Walt Franklin, Rexville, NY 



A fat pig in a suit demands to fill out a job 
application for Shawnee NF director Rod 


Sallee's position. The pig insisted it had all 
the qualifications for the job. "just look at 
me, * it squealed. 

EF! Surprises Forest Service 
on Pearl Harbor Day 

On December 7, Earth First! staged an 
attack at the Shawnee National Forest Head- 
quarters in Harrisburg, Illinois. Protesters 
from Big River EF! and Southern Illinois EF! 
demanded an immediate moratorium on 
timber cutting in the Shawnee National 
Forest. 

The protesters, some dressed as animals 
or trees, met with newly appointed Shawnee 
NF public relations man, Tom Hagerty. One 
demonstrator, dressed as a fat pig in a suit, 
demanded a job. application to replace the 


obese director. Rod Sallee. An endangered 
Indiana Bat commanded that the forest be 
left alone. Amidst recorded sounds of chain- 
saws, logging skidders, and falling trees, 
EF!ers stated that Sallee was too fat and lazy 
to go out in the Shawnee to see its destruc- 
tion. 

Hagerty asked the demonstrators to 
select a representative so he could meet one 
on one and hear EF!'s complaints. The EF!ers 
refused, stating they were tired of being lied 
to. 

Hagerty asked the protesters to leave, 
when the chanting became too loud. Illinois 
state police positioned themselves in cars 
across the street and a trooper was in the 
lobby. Finally the protesters moved peace- 
fully outside, where they attacked a chain- 
saw and encouraged passing motorists to 
honk for the Shawnee. 

An EF!er explained to a local TV station 
crew that EF! will escalate its defense of the 
Shawnee. A reporter asked if that meant 
spiking trees. The EF!er replied, "No, we 
don't do that; but we're not responsible for 
the actions of individuals in their own com- 
munities." 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Plan to come to 
the April Fools Midregion Rendezvous in the 
Shawnee NF, March 30-April 1. For informa- 
tion, contact John at 618-939-3697, or Orin 
at 314-257-2437; or write Big River EF!, POB 
189, Pacific, MO 63069. 

— Orin Langelle, Big River EF! 

Wapiti' EF! Starts 
EF! Restoration Corps 

In an effort to combat the dual scourges 
of natural area desecration and waistline 
protuberance, Wapin' Earth First! sponsored 
a slew of activities in the woods in 1989. 
Early in the year, we planted 400 trees and 
erected a series of ORV barriers on public 
land (legally, no less). An October outing 
introduced a new concept: the EF! Restora- 
tion Corps. 

On a glorious sunny day, over 30 EF!ers 
gathered to protect and regenerate a 10-acre 
parcel in the Pinckney State Recreation Area. 
The site had been abused illegally by ORVs 
for years, denuding the land and causing 
formation of large gullies in the steep glacial 
hillsides. We dispatched teams into two 
areas. While one group erected a set of 19 
ORV barriers around a parking area, the 
other began healing the scars. Several folks 
staked in bales of hay to arrest further ero- 
sion, some spread 200 pounds of grass seed, 
and others planted Red Pine seedlings, all of 
which were supplied by the park director. By 
day's end, we'd planted 1000 trees, and what 
had been a huge sandy blowout became a 
regenerating forest grove. 

A recent check of the site found the 
barriers in place, the grass sprouting, and the 
trees green and full of life. While a laudable 
beginning, the day's work has caused us to 
more closely examine the concept of authen- 
tic site restoration. 

Red Pine and rye grass are not the native 
sp>ecies for the site, but were used for several 
reasons. First, the area was so badly scarred, 
steep and sandy that nothing had grown 
there for years; none of the adjacent native 
species (Quaking Aspen, Red Oak, Shagbark 
Hickory, grasses) had been able to colonize 
the site. Red Pine is native to both Michigan 
peninsulas, but was not originally found this 
far south. It is, however, "characteristic of 
well-drained, dry, highly acidic soils of out- 
wash plains and gravelly ridges ... [and] not 
competitive with hardwoods on the better 
(heavier textured) soils ..." (Barnes and 
Wagner, Michigan Trees). We hope that the 
Red Pines will stabilize the soil so that the 
hardwoods can then migrate and take over. 
Second, it is very difficult to obtain native 
species of trees and otherplants, especially in 
the fall. Most nurseries specialize in the more 
exotic species, and even the state nursery's 
list of what it makes available is half foreign 
species, including the Autumn Olive, widely 
recognized by naturalists and botanists as 
the scourge of the planet. Third, it was the 
end of World Rainforest Week and we 
wanted to capitalize on the energies the 
events had initiated. Fourth, as mentioned 
earlier, the trees and grass seed were provided 
free by an over-worked, well-meaning but 
uneducated (in the ways of biodiversity) park 
director who has now been primed to let us 
do some more accurate projects in the future. 

Something is usually better than noth- 
ing, but true restoration is best. This is a 
learning process for all involved, and much 
more needs to be researched and applied. We 
are seeking other parcels of damaged land, 
private or public, for which we will, to the 
best of our abilities, determine what is appro- 
priate (and available) for the particular area. 
Over $200 has already been raised for tree 
planting around Earth Day. 

EF!ers are often portrayed as 'gruff, 
macho sweathogs who care mostly about 
who's paying for the next case of beer. As in 
Alaska with the oil spill cleanup, EFlers can 
continued on page 12 
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Los Angeles activists block the entrance to a Georgia-Pacific lumber yard. 


Tribal Lore . . . 

continued from page 1 1 

demonstrate "how things should be done," 
and in so doing more directly feel a part of 
the mother that keeps us. 

— Bob Treemore, Wapin' EF! 

L.A. EF! Ruins 
Georgia-Pacific Lunch Hour 

On 12 December 1989, members of Los 
Angeles Earth First! and the Rainforest Ac- 
tion Network descended on a Georgia-Pacific 
timber yard in the San Fernando Valley, to 
protest that company's use of hardwoods 
from tropical rainforests. 

Activists stood with banners stretched 
across the entrance to the mill yard, stopping 
most truck traffic for the noon hour. One 
trucker, however, who hailed from Chino, 
site of a well-known southern California 
institution for the criminally dangerous, 
chose to run the blockade (slowly), pushing 
some valiant demonstrators into the yard. 
This group fought another losing battle 
against technology, finding they were un- 
able to stop the truck by standing and push- 
ing against it. 

The demonstrators were quickly sur- 
rounded by angry GP employees, unsettled 
by the demon masks and near-nude mud- 
and-straw attire sported by some of the pro- 
testers. One GP yard hand held a crowbar; 
another flashed a running chainsaw at the 
group, then began yelling about abortion 
and the rights of unborn babies, who, he 
reasoned, couldn't enjoy the forests whether 
they were preserved or not. 

The tree-huggers were able to disengage 
from the tree-cutters without further inci- 
dent, and the group dispatched just as L.A.'s 
finest rolled up to issue arrest warnings. 
Many said they would return to engender 
further dyspepsia during future lunch breaks 
at GP. 

— Mark Williams, L.A. EF! 

L.A. EF! Waxes Theatrical 

At noon on December 22, EF! held an 
emergency demonstration for the Headwa- 
ters Forest at Maxxam Corp.'s offices in Los 
Angeles on the corner of Wilshire and 
Westwood, a few blocks from the alleged 
heaviest traffic for motor vehicles in the 
world. Maxxam plans to cut much of this 
old-growth Coast Redwood forest, southeast 
of Eureka in Humboldt County, very soon 
[see TL piece on CA initiatives below]. Dur- 
ing the protest, Peter Bralver and Mark An- 
drews were chained to the doors to shut 
, down the front of the building, while 40-50 
f other EF!ers occupied the steps. Bralver, 
wearing a semi-mathematically inscribed 
• Coyote mask, claimed toj n ram ai£.Lh£jrrin - 
riple of the resurre eiftm-sCwilderness as tfie_ 
- .C oyote god; w hile Andrews, a philosopher 
andactivist wearing the mask of a turncoat 
corporate demon, lectured the crowd and 
> media. Finally, on camera, Coyote un- 
' * masked and miraculously stepped from his 
chains, and Andrews unmasked to be cut 
loose with bolt cutters by kneeling police. 
Across the street, the Oxy Petroleum build- 
ing seemed to cower from the winter thun- 
der. 

L.A. EF! has been active on other fronts 
as well recently. We held a protest at a Geor- 
gia-Pacific timber yard [see above]; led a hike 
in the northern Santa Monicas; infiltrated 
Hollywood movie-making; started a street 
theater group; assisted in illegal picnicking 
operations in Renaissance garb to protect 
land from condemnation for development; 
and began planning a Los Angeles EF! ren- 
dezvous and Earth Day events. 

— Stalking Yuccaskins, L.A.EF! 

Yellowstone Park Log Haul 
Canceled! 

James Ridenour, National Park Service 
Director, has denied permission for Brand S 
Lumber of Livingston, Montana to run log- 
ging trucks through Yellowstone Park, thus 
upholding a law banning commercial truck- 


ing in Yellowstone. Brand S appealed the 
decision, but Ridenour did not change his 
mind. Readers may wish to thank Ridenour 
for this uncommonly good decision: NPS 
Directorjames Ridenour, Interior Dept, 18th 
&CSts, DC 20240. 

Missile Destruction 
Befouls Colorado Air 

As a result of efforts by Senator Tim 
Worth (D-CO), the US Army will spend up to 
$12.5 million in the next 2 years studying 
how to destroy missiles without polluting 
the air. Meanwhile, it will use its current 
harmful method to dispose of Pershings 
under the Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces 
(INF) Treaty, in Pueblo, Colorado, and east 
Texas — burning the solid rocket fuel in the 
open air and then crushing the missiles. Ross 
Vincent of the Rocky Mountain Chapter of 
the Sierra Club, which fought this burn pro- 
cedure, says the propellant is "legally a haz- 
ardous waste and that better and safer meth- 
ods [are] available and should be required.” 
Funding for the study, which was attached to 
the Defense Department Appropriations Bill, 
depends on the department reporting to 
Congress by spring on how it will spend the 
money. Would that the DOD had to explain 
all its appropriations! 

— Mary Davis, Georgetown, KY 

FBI Uses Familiar Tactics 
Against Peace Movement v 

The following report is condensed from a 
mailing of the Alan Thomson Defense Fund 
dated June 19, but received in October. For 
further details, contact the fund at 1 63 Third 
Ave, Suite 108, NYC 10003; 212-979-7389. 

Earlier this year the FBI arrested the 
Reverend Alan Thomson, executive director 
of the National Council of American-Soviet 
Friendship. He is accused of not having 
reported $17,000 that he deposited in 
NCASF’s bank account 2 years ago. Support- 
ers of Thomson, who have created the Alan 
Thomson Defense Fund, charge that the 
arrest is part of an attempt to discredit and 
intimidate the peace movement and to help 
end the relaxation of East-West tensions. 

The NCASF promotes friendship be- 
tween the United States and the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics by means of cul- 
tural exchanges, visits of Americans to the 
USSR, and distribution of educational mate- 
rials. It has an office in New York, but is 
composed of autonomous local groups. 

Authorities have opposed NCASF for 
years. In 1953, for example, the US Attorney 
General characterized it as subversive; and in 
1986 a State Department report to Congress 
charged that the NCASF is controlled by the 
USSR. 

One of the FBI’s agents, Barbara 
Makuch, became a leader at the local level, in 
Buffalo, and at the national level. She tried 
to steer NCASF activities in a direction help- 
ful to the FBI and secretly recorded conversa- 
tions she had with Thomson in person and 
by phone. The FBI has in its possession at 
least 76 reels of relevant tapes, but has al- 
lowed Thomson’s lawyers access to only a 
few of them. All this should sound familiar 
to those following the Arizona Four case. 

— Mary Davis 

Colorado Wilderness 
and the Senate Race 

Senator Bill Armstrong, who has so far 
successfully blocked the Colorado National 
Forest wilderness bill, is planning to retire 
and this offers a chance to achieve protection 
for some of the Southern Rockies' remaining 
wildlands. Representative Hank Brown is 
running unopposed for the Republican 
nomination to fill Armstrong's seat, and is 
raising an enormous war chest. He is gener- 
ally anti-wilderness and is a vociferous oppo- 
nent of the South Platte River's remaining 
undammed stretch at Two Forks (he is pro- 
dam). 

On the Democratic side, neither Repre- 
sentative Ben Nighthorse Campbell nor 
Representative Skaggs decided to run for the 
Senate. This is fortunate in the case of 


Campbell, a rancher who aggressively repre- 
sents his bovine constituency, but a shame 
in the case of Skaggs, a moderate environ- 
mentalist who would have been a strong 
candidate. 

Neither of the two declared Democratic 
candidates, Buie Seawell and Carlos Lucero, 
have held public office before. Both Seawell, 
a party functionary, and Lucero, a lawyer, 
support Senator Wirth's wilderness bill. 
Both oppose Two Forks dam, though Seawell 
initially supported it. 

Both Democrats support destruction of 
the Animas River with a giant dam, though 
Lucero is probably less likely than Seawell to 
legislatively overturn a possible court ruling 
blocking the dam (the Animas River is criti- 
cal habitat for three Endangered fish). Nei- 
ther will commit to supporting reserved 
water rights for a future BLM wilderness bill. 
Though the concept of reserved water rights 
for Wilderness has been upheld by a federal 
court, without legislative support low-lying 
Wildernesses could be drained for agricul- 
ture or urban metastasis. 

Lucero wants to introduce environ- 
mental issues into US foreign trade and lend- 
ing policies. He cites cheap imports of rain- 
forest beef as one area that needs changing. 
Overall, Lucero would likely be a strong 
environmentalist (albeit, by the ecocidal 
standards of the US Senate). 

Josie Heath, a Boulder County Commis- 
sioner, has an excellent environmental rec- 
ord. She is the only elected Democrat consid- 
ering a Senate bid. Like Seawell and Lucero, 
she supports the Wirth bill and opposes Two 
Forks dam. She has promoted county land 
purchases to prevent development and has 
voted to restrict development in flood 
plains. She has supported bicycle paths in 
Boulder as an alternative to cars, and she 
personally commutes by bus. She tried to get 
Ieghold traps banned in Boulder County, but 
was overruled by the state Division of Wild- 
life. Heath is a life member of the Sierra Club, 
and probably has the strongest personal 
commitment to wilderness of all the Senate 
candidates. 

Unfortunately, Republican Representa- 
tive Brown has the upper hand in early 
publicity and fundraising. His current con- 
gressional seat also gives him an edge. He has 
refused to endorse the minuscule Wirth wil- 
derness bill, and if elected will likely con- 
tinue Armstrong's obstructionism until the 
acreage is reduced even further and an anti- 
water rights guarantee is written to cover a 
future BLM wilderness bill. In short, any 
Democrat would be better than Brown; 
Heath Would be the best advocate for natural 
diversity. 

In other Colorado wilderness news, this 
November a giant bear track was found by an 
outfitter in the San Juan Mountains, raising 
hopes that Grizzlies still hang on there. 
Meanwhile, logging preparatory for con- 
struction of the East Fork ski resort has 
started in prime San Juan Griz habitat. The 
successful monkeywrenching in Bowen 
Gulch, however, may just be the visible tip of 
the proverbial iceberg, as reports have sur- 
faced of damage to Denver Water Board 
diversion equipment in the Frasier River 
Valley and of more tree spikings. Where 
those crafty mechanics and carpenter help- 
ers will strike next, you just never know. 

— Michael Robinson, COEF! 

National Day of Outrage 
Against Oil 

Exxon’s massacre of many of Alaska's 
southern coastal ecosystems was not un- 
precedented. Almost every day, oil spills on 
land, seas, and rivers further unravel Earth's 
tapestry of life. A recent spill off Morocco’s 
Atlantic coastline may well dwarf the de- 
struction in Prince William Sound; and last 
year's pipeline rupture in the Yampa River of 
Colorado has apparently caused a 90% cent 
decline in the spawning success of the Colo- 
rado Humpback Chub: the Yampa is consid- 
ered the best habitat of this Endangered 
species. 

The oil industry also destroys wilder- 
ness through drilling. Massive equipment 
and roads are required to test for the presence 
of oil, and if it is discovered, permanent 
industrial installations displace wildlife. 
Currently, in the US drilling threatens thou- 
sands of miles of coastline, the coastal plain 
of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, and 
the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem, to name 
just a few places. In Ecuador, drilling threat- 
ens a rainforest national park. 

Oil production also has social impacts 
that reverberate through the natural world. 
In South Yemen, oil revenues have allowed 
former tribesmen to satiate their desire for 
symbols of potency by paying enormous 
sums to poachers killing the last rhinocer- 
oses for their horns. The several wars and 
frequent Israeli military maneuvers in the oil 
rich Sinai Peninsula have had tremendous 
impacts on the former desert bridge (before 
the Suez Canal was built) between Asia and 
Africa. 

And while wildlife habitats die sud- 


denly from spills and the invasion of oil 
extracting equipment, petroleum-induced 
climatic change requires that plants and 
animals adapt to new habitat that simply is 
not available. The oil economy's destruc- 
tiveness is a "positive feedback" system, a 
death noose that tightens as its victims 
struggle. 

Meanwhile, most environmentalists 
assure the public that piecemeal reform is 
sufficient — that no drastic personal change 
is necessary. Amory Lovins, the energy- 
savings guru, is quoted in the Sierra Club’s 
glossy as saying, "We don't have to become 
vegetarians and ride bicycles to save the 
Earth." Lie's wrong. Not only do we have to 
become vegetarians (at least while meat is 
produced the way it is currently) and ride 
bicycles, we have to break down the entire 
system that produces bicycles — industrial- 
ism, which is based on oil. 

But first things first: No new areas 
should be entered for oil production. Cars 
should be taxed or bombed off the streets, 
whichever seems most effective, and govern- 
ment and citizens should prepare to be 
weaned completely from oil within a reason- 
able time, say by the end of the century. On 
March 23, the day before the anniversary of 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill, Earth First! will 
make these and other unrealistic demands. 
We will alert the public that Exxon, though 
thoroughly evil, is no worse than Mobil or 
Conoco or any other oil company. And we 
will draw the connections between the vari- 
ous ways oil destroys the natural world. 

Actions for the National Day of Outrage 
Against Oil can range from blockades of drill 
sites and refineries to memorials at spill sites, 
from pickets at gas stations to civil disobedi- 
ence at company headquarters. Groups in 
Alaska and Canada, as well as the mainland 
US, plan actions. If you want to participate, 
please contact me at Box 12243, Boulder, CO 
80303. I'll send you a press packet and will 
coordinate media. Let's once again set the 
agenda by speaking the ecological truth. 

— Michael Robinson 

ed. note: The following few Tribal Lore pieces are 
adapted from newsletters or alerts by some of the 
better grassroots groups in the country. For more 
information on these issues, write the addresses 
given. 

Resort 

Threatens Adirondacks 

ed. note: The following is adapted from an 
action alert sent out by The Adirondack Council, 
POB D-2, Elizabethtown, NY 12932-0640. It 
concerns a development proposed for the shore of 
Lake Placid, in northeastern Adirondack Park. 

The Gleneagles developers are attempt- 
ing to steamroll their application through 
the permit-approval process. The developers 
are waging a public relations campaign to 
convince local residents that the project will 
put their village — and the rest of the Adiron- 
dacks — in the international spotlight. Your 
letter to the Adirondack Park Agency (APA), 
the state-level zoningauthority now evaluat- 
ing the Gleneagles application, can help stop 
it. 

The project would include a 301 -room 
hotel, 3 16 condos, cottages and townhouses, 
plus the subdivision of 689 acres of open- 
space land into 108 building lots around a 
new golf course. The development would 
permanently degrade the open-space 
around Lake Placid. This lovely, open land- 
scape adjoins and buffers publicly-owned 
Forest Preserve land, protected as "forever 
wild" by the State Constitution. Approval of 
this project would likely start a chain reac- 
tion of other big resort developments. Adi- 
rondack Park could soon be full of Lake 
Tahoes, Vails, Aspens, Stowes, Killingtons 
and other upscale, environmentally destruc- 
tive resorts. 

Write: Robert C Glennon, Ex. Dir., 
APA, Ray Brook, NY 12977 

Virginia EF! Confronts 
Assorted Atrocities 

RICH HOLE WILDERNESS AREA 

The newly designated Rich Hole Wil- 
derness faces several potentially devastating 
problems: 

1. Firewood cutting — Since Hurricane 
Hugo created abundant downfall in the Rich 
Hole Wilderness, several local landowners 
have been gathering firewood within the 
Wilderness . The Forest Service is doing noth- 
ing to prevent this-. 

2. BARC powerlines — The signs mark- 
ing the boundary for the Rich Hole Wilder- 
ness were put up before a Wilderness Plan 
was drafted. The marked Wilderness follows 
Rt. 633 on its northern boundary. BARC 
powerlines are in places 100-200 feet behind 
the Wilderness signs. This summer BARC 
brought their private contractors into the 
area with chainsaws, chippers, and bushhogs 
and cleared this section of their powerline. 
The FS must have forgotten to tell BARC that 
motorized equipment is prohibited in a 
Wilderness Area. 
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Wolf Action Group, the new musical rage in Spokane, WA, wandered the downtown streets on 
Nov. 20 as part of the National Wolf Day. The wolves and their groupies sang, danced and got 
lots of signatures on a petition calling for the USFWS to stop killing wolves and to start a recovery 
program. 


3. Trails — Hurricane Hugo blew trees 
down on 2-3 miles of designated trails within 
Rich Hole Wilderness. The FS is proposing to 
clear these trails. 

4. No management plan — The Rich 
Hole Wilderness Citizens Committee had to 
rush to submit a management plan so that it 
could be approved by the Forest Supervisor's 
office by August. Yet as of November 1989, 
the plan has not been approved. Various 
local FS employees have said that they can't 
protect the Wilderness Areas until the man- 
agement plans have been approved by the 
supervisor’s office. The FS seems to want to 
let local landowners tear apart the Wilder- 
ness Areas before approving the manage- 
ment plans. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write the fol- 
lowing to protest the above abuses: 
‘James River District Ranger William Le- 
ichter, 313 S. Monroe Ave, Covington, VA 
24426 

‘George Washington NF Supervisor's Of- 
fice, Harrison Plaza, POB 233, Harri- 
sonburg, VA 22801 

ROUGH MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS 

From the Rich Hole Wilderness, stand- 
ing atop Mill Mountain, you can look across 
the Padd's Creek Valley and see the Rough 
Mountain Wilderness. Rough Mountain 
suffers from illegal CSX firetrails, ATVs, and 
harassment of Eastern Cougars. 

1. CSX firetrails — The Forest Service 
supposedly has written special use permits for 
all who use the federal lands for profit. 
However, the FS allows the CSX railroad to 
maintain — by means of chainsaws, trucks, 
and bulldozers — firetrails in Rough Mtn 
Wilderness even though there is no written 
agreement for the trails. 

2. ATVs — ATVers have been running 
Rough Mtn for the last 10 years and will 
continue to do so until the federal govern- 
ment stops them. The FS has failed to arrest 
or write citations for ATVers in the Wilder- 
ness. 

3. Cougar harassment — Word is that 
recently after a Cougar sighting on Rough 
Mtn was reported, a Virginia Game and In- 
land Fisheries biologist and US Fish and 
Wildlife Service biologist trapped the Cougar 
out. Despite continual reports of Cougar in 
the Rough Mtn area since the area was 
settled, the federal government continues to 
say the Eastern Cougar was extirpated from 
Virginia in 1881. This prevents the govern- 
ment from having to protect the Eastern 
Cougar under the Endangered Species Act. 

To help fight these abuses of Rough 
Mountain Wilderness, send letters of pro- 
test to: 

‘Warm Springs District Ranger Victor 
Gaines, Rt.2, Box 30, Hot Springs, VA 
24445 

‘George Washington NF Supervisor's Of- 
fice, address above 

CALIFORNIA TIMBER SALE 

Crickett and Larry Hammond have 
waged a long battle to stop the California 
Timber Sale, arguing that the cumulative 
effects on Bratton's Run watershed of this 
sale and the Annie, Cold Sulfer Springs, and 
Nixon Road Timber Sales should be consid- 
ered. All appeals of the sale have been re- 
jected. However, the White-fringed Prairie 
Orchid and other rare and Endangered 
plants have recently been found within the 
timber sale area. 

POND RIDGE 

The Mill Mountain Timber Sale has 
been delayed until the new George Washing- 
ton NF Forest Plan has been approved. This 
should take at least two years. For a petition 
to make Pond Ridge an addition to the Rich 
Hole Wilderness and to stop the Mill Mtn 
Timber Sale, write Brenda Vest. 

For more information on these issues, write 
Crickett Hammond, Rt.l,Box 70- A, Goshen, VA 
24439; or Brenda Vest, POB 40, Goshen 24439. 

— Virginia Highland EF! News, POB 40, 
Goshen 24439 

Florida Incinerators May Be 
Poisoning Panthers 

According to Florida Today (10-26-89), 
biologists recently discovered a potentially 
lethal amount of mercury in a dead Florida 
Panther, and are conducting studies to see if 
the problem is widespread. John Oberheu of 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service reported 
that the liver of a female Panther that died of 
unknown causes in Everglades National Park 
in August contained toxic levels of mercury. 
Tissue analysis showed 98-110 parts per 
million of mercury — far above the mini- 
mum lethal level for humans, and Panthers 
are generally smaller than humans, with 
adults weighing 60-130 pounds. A study of 
a community of Japanese fishermen in 1957 
showed that they were dying from ingesting 
2-70 parts per million of mercury in contami- 
nated fish. 

Biologists fear that mercury may be 
passing through the food "chain" — starting 
with fish — and up to Panthers. Mercury 
bioaccumulates: It concentrates as it goes up 
the food chain, and Panthers are at the top 
trophic level. 


The Florida Panther, an Endangered 
species, is now one of the rarest mammals in 
the world. Only 25-50 wild Panthers survive 
in Florida, apparently all in the southern part 
of the state, and their reproductive rate is 
extremely low. 

In Florida, municipal incinerators are 
thought to be the largest source of mercury 
pollution, annually spewing an estimated 
20,582 pounds of mercury vapor into the air. 
Florida has five such incinerators, operated 
by Dade, Hillsborough, Pinellas and Bay 
Counties, plus the city of Tampa. All the 
plants have pollution control devices called 
"electrostatic precipitators" designed to col- 
lect ash particles, but these have no effect on 
gases such as mercury vapor. The state does 
not routinely monitor the plants for mercury 
emissions. 

— Waste Not #75 (10-26-89) a publica- 
tion of Work On Waste (WOW), 82Judson, 
Canton, NY 13617; 315-379-9200 
ed. note: If you're fighting an incinerator, con- 
tact WOW. They've already helped stop hun- 
dreds of incinerators. 

We've heard rumors that the Fish & Wild- 
life Service is considering attempting to capture 
all Florida Panthers surviving in the wild and 
instituting a captive Panther breeding program. 
FWS can expect fierce opposition from radical 
environmentalists should it make such at at- 
tempt.— ID 

Rockets to Replace Rare 
Hawaiian Wildlife 

Kailua-Kona, the Big Island of Hawaii, is 
threatened by the proposed Rocket Launch 
Facility at Ka'u. This facility would have 
numerous negative repercussions for Ha- 
waii: 

Aluminum oxide released in rocket 
exhaust (the space shuttle releases 150 tons 
per launch) would endanger the health of 
Hawaiians. Launches would also release 
hydrogen chloride (HC1, a pungent, water- 
soluble gas), which would combine with 
water and return to earth as hydrochloric 
acid — acid rain. Acid rain causes toxic 
metals bound in the soil to be leached into 
groundwater. 

The rockets would also disturb sea life 
and damage subtidal areas and estuarine 
lagoons. Sediments and chemical discharges 
would contaminate nearby waters. 

Sandy beaches near the site proposed 
for the facility are probable nesting areas of 
the Green Sea Turtle ( Chelonia mydas, a 
Threatened species) and the Hawksbill Sea 
Turtle ( Eretmochelys imbricata, an Endan- 
gered species). Turtles are herbivores and 
graze on marine algae. Changes in water 
temperature and salinity could affect the 
algae and thus the turtles. Night lights, sand 
compaction and extraction, and increased 
beach activity would also impact turtles. 

The Hoonoua wetland would be 
harmed. Present in this wetland are feder- 
ally-listed Endangered birds, including 
Hawaiian Duck or Koloa ( Anas wyvilliana), 
Hawaiian Gallinule or 'Alae-'ula ( Gallinula 
chloropus sandvicensis), Hawaiian Coot or 
'Alae Ke'oke'o {Fulica americana alai), and 
Black-necked Stilt or A'eo ( Himantopus mexi- 
canus knudsenl). 

Endangered mammals in the affected 
area include the Hawaiian Bat or 'ope'ape'a 
(Lasiurus cinereus semotus ) and the Hump- 
back Whale (Megaptera novaengliae). The 
Humpback Whale breeding season is from 
November to June. They congregate in wa- 
ters of 100 fathoms or less. They are attracted 
to the banks and secluded bays along the 
Hawaii coast. The South Point area of the Big 
Island has a resident pod of Humpbacks. 
Whales are sensitive to noise. 

Tall grasses characterize most of the 
area, with few trees present. Small crevices 
where water is often available support more 
diverse vegetation. Plants federally listed as 
Endangered that may be present at the 
Kahilipali site include Sesbania tomentosa 
and Portulaca hawaiinensis. 

Please tell the politicians you don't 
want rockets in Hawaii! 

‘Senators Donald Riegle and Ernest 
Hollings, both at Senate, Washington, DC 
20510 

‘Representatives Bill Nelson and Robert 
Roe, both at House of Representatives, DC 
20515 

‘President Bush, The White House, 1600 
Pennsylvania Ave NW, DC 20500 

— Citizens With Space Concerns, 74- 
5617 Pawai Place, #102, Kailua-Kona, HI 
96740 

Klamath Falls Opposes 
Klamath River 

The City of Klamath Falls, in southwest- 
ern Oregon, has proposed another version of 
its Salt Caves hydroelectric project for the 
last free-flowing stretch of the Klamath River 
— this, despite Oregon voters having made 
the Upper Klamath part of the Oregon Scenic 
Waterways System by passing the Oregon 
Rivers Initiative. The latest scheme, dubbed 


"Salt IV, " was proposed by the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) as a "no dam 
alternative." In feet, it's a no river alternative. 
The project would divert most of the 
Klamath's water into a canal and destroy 
crucial trout habitat. 

Meanwhile, the US Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) has released a draft Wild 
& Scenic River Study for a 20 mile stretch of 
the Upper Klamath along the California/ 
Oregon border. The study concluded that 15 
miles of the upper Klamath would be a 
"worthy addition" to the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers System. The 5 mile stretch 
above the JC Boyle powerhouse was not 
found suitable. Wild & Scenic designation 
would prohibit any hydroelectric develop- 
ment on the Upper Klamath. However, the 
river must be designated Wild & Scenic be- 
fore FERC grants a power license for the Salt 
Caves project, or it may be too late. ( Wilder- 
ness Record, 12-89, California Wilderness 
Coalition, 2655 Portage Bay East, Suite 5, 
Davis, CA 95616) 

Three earlier versions of the Salt Caves 
dam were rejected. The "no dam" proposal Is 
a clever last-ditch attempt to drain the wild 
river into the pockets of a few developers. 
The City of Klamath Falls must start con- 
struction of any Salt Caves hydroelectric 
project by 1 May 1990, or the $250,000,000 
raised for the project will have to be returned 
to the bondholders. It would be difficult to 
refinance a Salt Caves project. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP: 1) Write 
Oregon’s US representatives and senators: 
Representatives Les AuCoin, Bob Smith, 
Ron Wyden, Peter DeFazio, Denny Smith, 
all at US House of Representatives, Wash- 
ington, DC 20515; and senators Mark 
Hatfield and Bob Packwood, Senate, DC 
20510. If the Klamath River is drained, it 
will be because the Oregon congressional 
delegation failed to act. The best way to 
ensure no Salt Caves project is ever built is 
to include the Upper Klamath in the Na- 
tional Wild and Scenic Rivers System. 2) 
Write Governor Neil Goldschmidt, 254 
StateCapitol, Salem, OR 97310. Underthe 
federal Wild & Scenic Rivers Act, the gov- 
ernor may ask the Secretary of the Interior 
to include the Klamath, a state-protected 
river, in the National Wild & Scenic Rivers 
System. Ask the governor to make a for- 
mal request now. 

—Oregon Natural Resources Council, 
Yeon Bldg, Suite 1050, 522 Southwest Fifth 
Ave, Portland, OR 97204 

FS Plans to Grind Grider 

A coalition of northern California con- 
servation and community organizations has 
filed a complaint in federal court to halt 
logging and road-building within the Grider 
Creek drainage of the Klamath National 
Forest near the Oregon border in northern 
California. The complaint, filed in the East- 
ern District of the Ninth Circuit US Court, 
claims that Robert Rice, Forest Service super- 
visor of the Klamath National Forest, vio- 
lated federal law and Forest Service regula- 
tions in deciding to sell fouT timber sales in 
the roadless portion of Grider Creek, a tribu- 
tary of the Klamath River. The local organi- 
zations, which include Marble Mountain 
Audubon Society, Salmon River Concerned 
Citizens, Klamath River Concerned Citizens, 
and Klamath Forest Alliance, are being repre- 
sented in the case by the Natural Resources 
Defense Council. 

The present logging proposal was devel- 
oped after the 1987 Klamath Fires burned 
through 7283 acres of the Grider watershed. 
Contrary to FS claims that 90% of the trees to 
be logged are fire killed, most of the trees 
marked for cutting are green and vigorous. 
Felice Pace of Marble Mountain Audubon 
says the Grider burn was a classic example of 
an old-growth fire. "In most of the Grider 
Fire Area only the understory and weaker or 


diseased larger trees were killed ... in some of 
the stands marked for cutting, you can't tell 
a fire has been there." 

Under Forest Service regulations insti- 
tuted last year, the plan to log the area has 
been exempted from administrative appeal. 
Use of the exemption has forced local groups 
to go directly to court to halt the illegal log 
sales. 

Since the fires of 1987, record numbers 
of logs have been cut on the Klamath Forest 
and sent to nearby lumber mills. Log sales 
during 1 988 and 1989 have been about 150% 
of what the FS says can be sustained over the 
long term. Local conservation groups, the 
timber industry, and the FS had reached an 
agreement allowing salvage logging in the 
Salmon River Area of the Klamath Forest to 
proceed quickly while protecting streamside 
areas and anadromous fisheries. "But 
Grider's different," said Peter Brucker of 
Salmon River Concerned Citizens; "here the 
Forest Service wants to destroy one of our few 
remaining watersheds under the pretence of 
fire damage." 

Susan Terrence of Klamath River Con- 
cerned Citizens points out that Grider Creek 
has one of the few significant runs of wild 
salmon and Steelhead remaining in the Kla- 
math Basin. Klamath Concerned Citizens is 
one of several groups advocating "wild wa- 
tersheds for wild fish" as a key part of the 
Klamath River Restoration Program. 

The legal responsibility of the FS to 
insure that native wildlife survive over the 
long term will be a key aspect of the Grider 
court case. The Klamath Forest Alliance 
advocates corridors to connect lands re- 
served for wildlife, to prevent isolation of 
wildlife populations. Grider Creek has been 
identified as one of these corridors. Much of 
the Klamath Forest has already been roaded 
and clearcut. Biologists believe some species 
cannot survive in second growth forests. 
Pace warned, "The Ancient Forests of the 
West Coast are 90% gone, and if we don't 
stop cutting soon we’re going to lose the 
wolverine, fisher, pine marten and a lot of 
other critters." 

Citing a document released in Novem- 
ber that lists Klamath NF logging plans for 
1990 and 1991, Pace claimed FS officials 
want to liquidate the area's last remaining 
Ancient Forests. "Grider is just part of the 
problem. If someone doesn't stop them, the 
Forest Service will destroy Ukonom Creek, 
Dillon Creek, Clear Creek ..." 

The groups who filed the suit want the 
FS to plan timber sales in areas that already 
have roads and clearcuts. They will continue 
to challenge timber sales in the last pristine 
watersheds and those that would damage 
fisheries and wildlife values. 

Lawyers for the groups have asked the 
Forest Service to delay Grider timber sales 
long enough for a federal judge to hear argu- 
ments on the merits of their case. If the FS 
refuses, the groups will ask a federal judge to 
block the sales. 

For more information, contact Felice 
Pace, Marble Mtn Audubon Society, POB 
820, Etna, CA 96027; 916-467-5405. 

Preservationist Initiatives 
Filed in California 

Californians will likely have the oppor- 
tunity to vote on two state initiatives this 
year that would help preserve the state’s 
dwindling habitat. The California Wildlife 
Protection Initiative already has enough sig- 
natures to qualify for the June ballot; the 
Forest and Wildlife Protection Initiative 
likely soon will have enough for the Novem- 
ber ballot. 

On November 13 the California Wild- 
life Protection Committee turned in more 
than 600,000 signatures to qualify the Wild- 
life Protection Initiative for the June ballot. 

continued on page 14 
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Tribal Lore . . . 

continued from page 1 1 
If passed, the Wildlife Initiative would pur- 
chase and protect rare, Threatened, and 
Endangered species habitat; deer and Moun- 
tain Lion habitat (particularly oak wood- 
lands); salmon and trout spawning grounds; 
riparian habitat; and habitat corridors. It 
would also provide money for habitat resto- 
ration. Thus, the California Farm Bureau 
Federation, the California Cattleman's Asso- 
ciation, and the National Rifle Association 
are fighting this initiative. 

For more information on the Wildlife Ini- 
tiative, write CA Wildlife Protection Committee, 
909 12thSt, Suite 203, Sacramento, CA 9S814. 

On October 18, Forests Forever, a coali- 
tion of forest activists, submitted the Forest 
and Wildlife Protection Initiative and Bond 
Act to the state Attorney General's office, the 
first step in putting the measure on the 
November 1990 California ballot. The initia- 
tive includes a bond issue to gradually buy 
California's most significant privately-held 
old-growth stands. If approved by the state's 
voters, the initiative would also require sus- 
tained yield planning for all logging opera- 
tions; eliminate corporate domination of the 
State Board of Forestry; and request that 
Congress ban the export of whole unproc- 
essed logs to other countries, a tactic an 
increasing number of timber corporations 
use to avoid paying union wages and follow- 
ing US environrriental regulations. After the 
proposed initiative is reviewed by the Attor- 
ney General's office, its supporters must 
gather 600,000 signatures to qualify it for the 
1990 ballot. 

Meanwhile, the Coast Redwoods that 
North Coast Earth First! groups and EPIC 
(Environmental Protection Information 
Center) have been defending remain in peril. 
Pacific Lumber (Maxxam) plans to cut 560 
acres of Headwaters Forest — at 3000 acres, 
the largest unprotected virgin Coast Red- 
wood forest in the world, with trees up to 
2000 years old. EPIC's president, Cecelia 
Lanman, warned, "They want to rip the heart 
out of Headwaters Forest before California's 
voters have a chance to save this irreplace- 
able biological treasure." Headwaters Forest 
is 15 miles south of Eureka in Humboldt 
County. It is slated for purchase by the Forest 
and Wildlife Protection Initiative. 


Pacific Lumber, a company once 
praised by conservationists as a sustained- 
yield operator providing cradle-to-gTave se- 
curity for its employees in the company 
town of Scotia, was bought by corporate 
raider Charles Hurwitz's Maxxam Corpora- 
tion in 1985. Hurwitz has accelerated the 
rate of logging to pay off the $750,000,000 
junk bond debt he used to buy the company. 
Pacific Lumber cut 1000 acres of old-growth 
in 1989. 

Since 1987, EPIC's many lawsuits to 
halt Pacific Lumber's cutting of virgin forest 
stands have postponed logging in some of 
the stands. North Coast EF! groups have held 
many direct actions to defend the stands. 

For more information on the Forest Initia- 
tive, write Forests Forever, 106 W Standley, 
Ukiah, CA 95482. 

Coyotes Attack YNP Tourists 

A cross country skier on the Mystic Falls 
ski trial near Old Faithful Geyser in Yellow- 
stone National Park was repeatedly attacked 
by a Coyote and later treated for puncture 
wounds. According to YNP public affairs 
officer Joan Anzelmo, this was the latest in a 
series of incidents of Coyotes showing in- 
creased aggression toward humans in the 
Old Faithful area. "We've had two recent 
incidents of coyote-human interactions at 
Old Faithful. A boy was bumped by a coyote 
as he exited the Biscuit Basin visitor's center, 
and a coyote jumped over a woman's lap as 
she was watching the eruption of Old Faith- 
ful." 

The latest victim, after being bitten on 
the head and arms, beat the Coyote uncon- 
scious with his ski, then skied back to the Old 
Faithful Lodge. He was then airlifted to a 
hospital in Bozeman, Montana. Anzelmo 
speculated the attack was related to problems 
caused by tourists feeding the Coyotes in the 
Old Faithful area. "The coyotes have become 
habituated to humans, to the point where 
they expect the handouts. We're in the 
process of deciding which of these problem 
coyotes can be relocated to other areas and 
which must be destroyed." Tourists have 
reported contacts with a Coyote with an 
injured eye, which might account for the 
aggressive attack. 

Coincidentally, a research team from 
the Wildlife Research Institute of the Univer- 
sity of Idaho has been studying Coyotes in 
northern parts of Yellowstone Park. They 


have moved their operations to the Old 
Faithful area to help Park officials study the 
problem animals. 

— Michael Lewis, Valdez, AK 

Geothermal Project 
Threatens Alvord Desert 

Anadarko Petroleum Corp., a Texas oil 
company, last October confirmed an under- 
ground geothermal reservoir beneath the 
Alvord Desert in southeastern Oregon. The 
company will conduct more tests to deter- 
mine the feasibility of building a plant to 
harness the energy. Drilling 1479 feet down, 
the company found water at a temperature of 
305 degrees F. ( Corvallis Gazette-Times, 1-10- 
90) 

The Alvord Desert includes some of the 
wildest country in the lower 48. ( The Big 
Outside ) Unfortunately, it is in a particularly 
negligent BLM district, and Anadarko is a 
particularly irresponsible corporation. Thus 
monitoring of this situation is critical. 
( Ecodefense ) 

Alaska Board Promotes 
Wolf Shooting 

The Alaska Board of Game (AKBG) last 
November effectively doubled the area 
where aerial "Land and Shoot" wolf hunting 
is allowed. The Board also voted to allow 
"subsistence" hunters to use airplanes to 
hunt wolves in National Park Preserves. 
National Park Service officials want to close 
Park and Preserve lands to land and shoot 
hunting, but state officials claim that the 
federal officials are acting out of their juris- 
diction. (Management decisions concerning 
big game are supposedly made at the state 
level.) State officials are threatening fiscal 
constraints on the Alaska NPS regional office 
should they proceed with plans to close NPS 
lands to land and shoot. 

Please write the following officials 
and urge them to proceed with their plans 
to ban land and shoot hunting in NPS 
units: 

*NPS Director Ridenour, Interior Dept, 
Washington, DC 20240 
•Alaska Regional Director, NPS, 2525 
Gambell St, Anchorage, AK 99503. 

— Tom Skeele, Wolf Action Network 
coordinator 


WER Editor 
Praises Julian Simon 

Who among us has not perused the 
Whole Earth Catalog, CoEvolution Quarterly, or 
its current successor, Whole Earth Review, in 
our quest for a more ecocentric existence? 
Although many concluded that CoEvolution 
took a decided downturn when it merged 
with the Whole Earth Software Review in 1985, 
nevertheless, it continues to publish many 
fascinating articles on far out topics not 
available elsewhere. 

In the winter 1989 edition, however, 
the editors of WER sunk to a hitherto unwit- 
nessed low when they published two pieces 
laudingjulian Simon's The Ultimate Resource, 
one by their current editor, Kevin Kelly, 
entitled "Apocalypsejuggemaut, Goodbye." 
It is hard to be brief in describing how dan- 
gerous Simon's theories are, or how appall- 
ing it is that WER should praise them, but I 
will try. 

Julian Simon essentially endorses the 
ancient Maoist doctrine that people are "the 
ultimate resource" — albeit with a new capi- 
talist twist, that there is no overpopulation 
problem, and that the more humans we 
have, the more minds we will have to solve 
all the problems that large numbers of 
humans invariably create. Simon’s position 
was enthusiastically embraced by the Reagan 
White House, and Simon helped formulate 
the US "full speed ahead on population 
growth" doctrine which was presented at the 
UN conference on population in 1984 and 
culminated in the US cutting off funding for 
international family planning efforts. With 
his metaphysical views on the ability of 
human technological ingenuity to extend 
limited "resources" infinitely, Julian Simon 
is the antithesis of a deep ecologist. 

Write Whole Earth Review at 27 Gate 
Five Rd, Sausalito, CA 94965, and ask them 
why they run such anti-Earth propaganda. 
Suggest that, until they come to their senses, 
they change their name again, this time to 
"The Whole Pronatalist and Technocracy 
Review." 

— Bill McCormick, Charlottesville, VA 



INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


EFIWAG Hugs Gums 

ed. note: Shortly before our deadline, we 
received an urgent call from Australia. It seems 
Australia's Earth First! Women's Action Group 
has been leading a series of blockades and tree- 
hugging actions to save the remnant rainforests 
of East Gippsland; some of the women have been 
arrested and at least was one injured by a logging 
truck. These forests are being clearfelled to 
produce wood chips for export to Japan. 

The East Gippsland of far eastern Victo- 
ria, Australia, comprises about 4% of this 
state's area. It contains 1432 native vascular 
plant species, many of which are rare. It is 
the most species rich part of the state. 

East Gippsland also contains many rare 
and endangered animal species. The habitat 
heeded by arboreal marsupials such as the 
Yellow-bellied Glider and the Feather-tailed 
Glider doesn't begin to form in eucalyptus 
trees until they're at least 100 years old. For 
example, Eucalyptus cypettocarpa, or Moun- 
tain Grey Gum, and Eucalyptus obliqua, or 
Messmate Stringybark, begin developing 
hollows when between 110 and 140 years 
old. 

The Powerful Owls require an area of 
250,000 hectares to ensure species survival. 
They will soon lose this minimum area if 
logging continues. 

The most endangered animal in this 
area is the Long-footed Potoroo ( Potorous 
longipes), a small grey wallaby. All small 
macropods are extremely susceptible to ex- 
tinction. The two reserves established for 
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this wallaby's protection are hopelessly in- 
adequate. 

East Gippsland contains Victoria's last 
remnants of virgin forest, yet the state gov- 
ernment promotes logging and grazing 
throughout the region, even in National 
Parks. National Estate areas are nominally 
protected by the Commonwealth (of Austra- 
lia) government. 

We must force the commonwealth to 
enact legislation and fully protect the 
National Estate aieas. This issue is urgent: 
The logging will destroy the East 
Gippsland forests by the end of the sum- 
mer (winter in the Northern Hemisphere) 
if we don't stop it. Please telegraph or 
write to Prime Minister R.J.L. Hawke, 
Parliament House, Canberra, ACT, 2600, 
AUSTRALIA. Please send copies to Earth 
First! Women's Action Group, PO Box 256, 
Mitcham 3132, Victoria, AUSTRALIA. 

— Marianne Heynemann, EFIWAG 
contact 

Queensland Company 
Blasts Bat Cave 

EF! reported in a past issue on the 
threats to the Mt. Etna Caves in Queensland, 
Australia. Australian Greenies have em- 
ployed direct action in desperate attempts to 
save these caves and their rare fauna. 

Defeat has overtaken the bat defenders 
who kept the Central Queensland Cement 
Company at bay by occupying the caves 
targeted by the company for limestone de- 


posits. On the very day that a hearing was 
scheduled to save Mount Etna's Speaking 
Tube Cave, the Cement Company demol- 
ished it. The company rejected the study by 
the Queensland National Parks and Wildlife 
Service and used stall tactics in the courts to 
use up conservationists' resources, thenblew 
up Speaking Tube Cave. 

This was an over-wintering and mater- 
nity cave for Ghost Bats, used by pregnant 
bats when the temperature falls. The main 
reason these rare bats survive on Mt. Etna is 
because of the diversity of caves available for 
different needs. 

ACTION: Protest to the Premier of 
Queensland and urge him to stop further 
destruction of Mt. Etna caves. Write: Pre- 
mier Michael Ahem, Parliament House, 
Brisbane, Queensland, 4000, AUSTRALIA. 

— Animal Welfare Institute Quarterly 
(summer 89), POB 3650, DC 20007 

Letters Needed to Stop Pol- 
ish Nuke 

We of the Franciscanian Ecological 
Movement, a Polish environmental group, 
are campaigning to stop the construction of 
the nuclear power plant at Zarnowiec near 
Gdansk in Poland. We fear that our action 
may not succeed because of the existence of 
a powerful nuclear lobby. We need immedi- 
ate help! 

In the present situation the Polish gov- 
ernment is very sensitive to Western public 
opinion and to the pressure of Western 
governments. You can support our efforts by 
sending the letter below to your President or 
Prime Minister or MP, by having it published 
in your national press, and by sending it to 
the Polish government. 

President (Prime Minister, MP ...): 

It has been brought to my attention that 
the construction of the nuclear power plant 
at Zarnowiec hear Gdansk is a cause of deep 
anxiety in Polish society. Doubts have been 
expressed: the situation of the plant on a 
tectonic fault and above deposits of natural 
gas; the outdated design of the reactor (WER 
type) and lack of a containment structure; 
and the careless construction. 

I appeal to you to pressure the Polish 
authorities to stop the construction of this 
plant. 

Sincerely ... 


Send to: 

'President Bush, The White House, Wash- 
ington, DC 20500 

•Prime Minister of Poland T. Mazowiecki 
Al. Ujazdowskie, 1/3 00-583 Warsaw, 
POLAND 

•the organizers of the action: Francis- 
canian Ecological Movement, Walowa 28 
80-855 Gdansk, POLAND 

Sarawak Update 

In September 1989, 117 natives were 
arrested in Sarawak, Malaysia, for blockading 
logging roads. Multinational timber compa- 
nies are clearing this Southeast Asian rain- 
forest for exports to Japan. The arrests took 
place in the Baram, Limbang, and Belaga 
divisions of Sarawak. Some of those detained 
were women; never before had the State of 
Sarawak arrested women for blockading. 

On 29 September, the 87 Penans who 
were arrested in the Baram area appeared in 
court and were charged under Section 90B of 
the Forest Ordinance which makes obstruct- 
ing logging roads an offense. All pleaded not 
guilty. The court agreed to release the ac- 
cused if they would produce a surety each, 
but they all decided to remain in prison. 
Many of those arrested said that logging has 
destroyed their homes and diminished their 
sources of food, medicine and water. Staying 
in prison would ensure that they could get 
some food, they said. In late November, all 
117 were released. 

The September arrests resulted from the 
blockades set up simultaneously on 10 Sep- 
tember by various native groups in Sarawak, 
including the Penans, Kelabits and Muruts. 
The blockades were guarded at each site by 
scores of women, men and children to pre- 
vent lorries from taking logs out of the forest. 
The police and forest department officials 
dismantled those blockades they could find. 

Meanwhile, in October, 25 Penan ar- 
rested during blockades last January finally 
went to trial. All were acquitted. 

Government officials have blamed 
Sahabat Alam Malaysia (SAM, Friends of the 
Earth Malaysia) for instigating the block- 
ades. The arrests have received minimum 
coverage in local newspapers. International 
coverage is urgently needed. 

— SAM, 43 Salween Rd, 10500 Penang, 
MALAYSIA; and World Rainforest Report, 
Rainforest Action Network, 301 Broadway, 
Suite A, SF, CA 94133 
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Action Network. For a donation of one hundred dollars 
or more, you will receive a print while providing a major 
contribution to the Network's efforts for reintroduction 
and/or protection of wolf populations all across North 
America. 

EF! Wolf Action Network 
POB 6733, Bozeman, MT 59771 


Tuna free planet! Send us x 1000 (at $12.00 per 1000) 


NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY/ST ATE/ZIP: 


Copy and mail to: 

EARTH FIRST! OCEAN-DOLPHIN TASK FORCE 
P.O. BOX 77062 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94107-7062 


Truth in labeling begins at home! 
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Earth First! Directory 


The Earth First! Directory lists the contact points for the inter- 
national Earth First! movement. It is divided into four sections: 1) 
National EF! offices in the United States; 2) International contacts; 
3) Active EF! Chapters or Groups; and 4) Contact persons where 
there is as yet no active EF! group. If you are interested in becoming 
active with the Earth First! movement, reach the folks listed for your 
area. 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal is an independent 
entity within the international Earth First! movement, and is not 
the newsletter of the Earth First! movement. It does, however, 
provide a forum for Earth Firstlers around the world. This directory 
is provided as a service to independent EF! groups. If you would like 
to be listed as a contact or as a group, PLEASE contact Bob Kaspar 
(305 N. Sixth St., Madison, WI 53704 (608)241-9426). Please send 
address changes or corrections to him also. If you do not have a 
phone number listed, please send it to him. Bob acts as coordinator 
for local EF! groups for the EF! movement. 

LOCAL NEWSLETTERS: Addresses marked with a "*" produce 
either an Earth First! newsletter or regular mailings for their area or 
issue. Contact them directly to receive their newsletter or otherwise 
be on their mailing list. 


NATIONAL EF! 

EF! ALASKA TASK FORCE 

POB 1019 San Raphael, CA 9491S 

(415)824-3841 

EF! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 
Jasper Carlton 2365 Willard Road 
Parkersburg, WV 26101-9269 
(304)428-5405 

Road Closure & Northern Rockies Coordinator 
Keith Hammer POB 2072 
Kallspell, MT 59903 (406)755-1379 

EF! DIRECT ACTION FUND 

Mike Roselle POB 210 Canyon, CA 94516 

(415)376-7329 

EARTH FIRST! FOUNDATION 
POB 1683 Corvallis, OR 97339 

EF! GENETIC ALERT 
POB 20 Plercy, CA 95467 

EF! GRAZING TASK FORCE 
POB 5784 Tucson, AZ 85703 

EF! GRIZZLY BEAR TASK FORCE 
POB 6151 Bozeman, MT 59715 

EF! INDEPENDENT ORGANIZER 
Roger Featherstone Box DB 
Blsbee, AZ 85603 (602)624-3196 

EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 
Canton Office 

Kris Sommervllle, business manager 
John Davis, editor 
POB 7 Canton, NY 13617 
(315)379-9940 

Tucson Office 

Nancy Zlerenberg, merchandising 
Dale Uirner, assistant editor 
POB 5871 Tucson, AZ 85703 
(602)622-1371 

EF! CONSENSUS TRAINING 
MB Nearing #341 Wolf Creek, OR 97497 

EF! OCEAN-DOLPHIN TASK FORCE 
POB 77062 

San Frandsco,CA 94107-7062 

EF! RAINFOREST ACTION 
Bay Area Earth First! POB 83 
Canyon, CA 94516 (415)376-7329 

EF! REDWOOD ACTION TEAM (RAT) 

Greg King POB 1031 Redway, CA 95560 

EF! WOLF ACTION NETWORK * 

Tom Skeele POB 6733 Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406)587-3356 

PAW (PRESERVE APPALACHIAN WILDERNESS) 
Jamie Sayen RFD 1, Box 530 
N. Stratford, NH 03590 (603)636-2952 

INTERNATIONAL 
EF! GROUPS 

AUSTRALIA 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Llsmore 
New South Wales 2480 Australia 
phone: 066-21-85-05 

Marianne Heynemann 

PO Box 256 Mltchem, 3132 Australia 

CANADA 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Paul Watson POB 48446 
Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 Canada 
(604)688-SEAL 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053 Kamloops, BC Canada V2C6H2 

ONTARIO 
Eastern Canada EF! 

Mike Kaulbars POB 4612, Station E 
Ottawa, ONT K1S 5B6 Canada 

GERMANY 
Cynical Tormentors 
Redderwed 23 
2090 Wlnsen- Roedorf 
Federal Republic of Germany 

KENYA 

Environmental Liaison Centre (International) 
POB 72461 Nairobi, Kenya 
(254-2)24770/340849/336989 

MEXICO 

Eco-Solar Ave. Eugenia 1510 Col. Narvarte 
Mexico 03020 D.F. Mexico 


SCOTLAND 

Grant Collie c/o 1 1 Forth St. Edinburgh, 
Scotland UK 

Fearghuls McKay 4 York Rd. Edinburgh, 
Scotland, UK 

SOUTH SWEDEN EF! 

R. "Ridgerascal" Wlerlnga, Dalslundsvagen 82, 
S-232 51 Akarp Sweden ph: (040) 46 18 63 

LOCAL 

GROUPS 

ALASKA EF! 

Michael Lewis POB 501 Valdez, AK 99686 
(907)835-5205 

ARIZONA EARTH FIRST! * 

Julia Swanson POB 3412 TUcson, AZ 85722 
(602)792-2690 

Cheryl Bashaw CU Box 7893 
Flagstaff, AZ 86011 (602)523-3909dx 

Leslie Sellgren, 10631 N. 15th Way #6 
Phoenix, AZ 85020 
(602)395-0655 

CALIFORNIA EARTH FIRST! GROUPS 
Chico EF! 

Michele Miller POB 5625 Chico, CA 95927 
(916)894-7362 

Eastern Sierra EF! 

Sally Miller POB 22 Lee Vining, CA 93541 
(619)647-6411 

American River EF! 

POB 805 Georgetown, CA 95634 
(916)333-1715 

LOS ANGELES EARTH FIRST! 

POB 4381 North Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818)905-0583 (805)499-7183 

Orange County EF! 

POB 28318 Santa Ana, CA 92799 
(714)494-6349(Henry) 

LA Rainforest Action Committee 
POB 34427 Los Angeles, CA 90034 
(213)839-4247 

NORTHCOAST CALIFORNIA EF! GROUPS 
Northcoast California EF! * 

POB 368 Bayslde, CA 95524 
Larry Evans (707)826-7501 
Bill Devall (707)677-3914 

Laytonvllle EF! 

POB 372 Laytonvllle, CA 95454 
(707)984-8263 

Sonoma County EF! 

Pam Davis POB 7544 

Santa Rosa, CA 95407 (707)523-1229 

South Humboldt EF! 

Darryl Cherney & Greg King c/o POB 34 
Garberville, CA 95440 (707)247-3320 

Ukiah EF! 

Judi Bari 106 West Standley 
Ukiah, CA 95470 (707)485-0478 
Betty Ball (707)468-1660 

SAN DIEGO EARTH FIRST! * 

Claude Mathis POB 31 1 
Encinitas, CA 92024 (619)942-8069 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY EF! * 

Karen Pickett POB 83 Canyon, CA 94516 
(415)376-7329 

Daniel Barron & Brian Gaffney POB 411233 
San Francisco, CA 94141 (415)824-3841 

Santa Barbara/Isla Vista EF! 6639 Abrego 
Goleta, CA 93117 (805)685-0183 

Santa Cruz EF! * 

Karen DeBraal POB 344 

Santa Cruz, Ca 95061 (408)425-8094 

South Bay EF! 

Rick Bernardl POB 20803 

San Jose, CA 95 160 (408)927-0274 

COLORADO EARTH FIRST! * 

Walkabout Newsletter 
POB 1166 Boulder, CO 80306 

Scott Sala 1141 Emerson St. 

Denver, CO 80203 (303)831-6093 

Michael Robinson POB 12243 
Boulder, CO 80303 

Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80015 


Colorado Springs EF! 

528-C N. Tejon St. 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903 (7 19)473-8164 

FLORIDA EARTH FIRST! * 

POB 13864 Gainesville, FL 32604 
(904)371-8166 

Big Bend EF! * 

Mike Schoelen POB 20582 
Tallahassee, FL 32316 (904)224-6782 

HAWAII EARTH FIRST! 

c/o Paul Faulstich 1777 East- West Rd. 

Honolulu, HI 96848 

IOWA EARTH FIRST! 

Tkllgrass Prairie EF! Hal Rowe 

722 Westwlnds Dt #3 

Iowa City, IA 52246 (319)354-6674 

MAINE EARTH FIRST! 

Gary Lawless Gulf of Maine Books 
61 Main St. Brunswick, ME 04011 
(207)729-5083 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Connecticutt Valley EF!* 

POB 324 Rowe, MA 01367 (413)339-4216 

MICHIGAN 

Wapin' 

Bob Treemore 3575 Junior Dr. 

Pinckney, Ml 48169 (313)878-3805 

MIDWEST HEADWATERS EF! 

Hank Bruse 235 Travis Drive 

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 (715)423-5636 

Paul Rechten 7405 Shields Rd. 

Harvard, IL 60033 (815)943-4178 

Chicago EF! 

POB 6424 Evanston, IL 60204 
(312)281-0599 -Gina 

Southern Illinois EF! 

POB 1059 Edwardsvllle, IL 62026-1059 
(618)692-3246 

Twin Cities EF! 

Kurt Seaberg 2208 16th Av. S. #2 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 (612)722-5022 

MISSOURI EARTH FIRST! 

The Gateway EF! Tribe POB 1961 
St. Louis, MO 63118 (3 14)752-501 1 

Big River EF! POB 189 Pacific, MO 63039 
Orin Langelle (314)257-2437 
A. Woodtree (314)776-3390 

Kansas City EF! 

Mark Swan holm 

POB 10213 Kansas City, MO 64111 

NEW MEXICO EARTH FIRST! 

Brad Lagorlo * 2405 Meadow Rd SW 
Albuquerque, NM 87105 (505)873-0299 

Ganges Wilson Drawer W 
Tios, NM 87571 (505)758-4899 

Upper Rio Grande EF! 

Gary Schlffmiller POB 8659 
Santa Fe, NM 87504 (505)984-1428 

NEW YORK EARTH FIRST! 

Finger Lakes EF! 

Caren Smiley 

POB 101 Ithaca, NY 14851 
Long Island EF! 

PO Box 812, Huntington, NY 11743 
(516) 424-6499 

NORTH CAROLINA EARTH FIRST! * 

Blue Ridge Earth First! 

Bob Cargile/Val Muehlhausen 
61 Church St. #202 Asheville, NC 28801 

OHIO EARTH FIRST! 

Scioto River Group Steve Moore POB 91 
Greencamp, OH 43322 (614)528-2517 

Black Swamp EF! OHIO S.E.C.T. 

Rick B. Van Landlngham III c/o Office of 
Student Activities, Student Union Rm 3518 
University of Toledo, 2801 W. Bancroft St. 
Toledo, OH 43606 

Oberlin EF! c/o BUI Fleig 

OCMR Box 874 Oberlin, OH 44074 

(216)775-5588 

OREGON EARTH FIRST! 

Portland EF! 

POB 13765 Portland, OR 97213 
(503)235-0642 

EF! Siskiyou 
Bobcat POB 212 

Williams, OR 97544 (503) 846-7342 

Southern Willamette EF! 

Barry Martin/Karen Wood POB 10384 
Eugene, OR 97440 (503) 726-4738 

PENNSYLVANIA EF! 

Three Rivers EF!/TREES! c/o deh'Alrte 

322 Mall Blvd. #128 Monroeville, PA 15146 

(412)795-2542 

TEXAS EARTH FIRST! * 

Christ! Stevens POB 7292 University Station 
Austin, TX 78713 (512) 320-0413 

East Texas EF! 

Dave Burkart Rt. 3, Box 114 
Cleveland, TX 77327 (713)592-7664 

VERMONT EF! 

Erik Sohlberg RR1, Box 80-A 

East Corinth, VT 05040 (802)439-6266 

VIRGINIA/DC EARTH FIRST! 

Robert F. Mueller Rt. 1 Box 250 
Staunton, VA 24401 (703)885-6983 

Appalachian EF! * 

Ernie Reed Box 309 

Nellysford, VA 22958 (804)361-9036 

Virginia Highlands EF! * 

c/o Brenda Vest POB 40 Goshen, VA 24439 

UVA EF! 

Ellis 142 Webb, Station #2 
University of Virginia 
Charlottsvllle, VA 22904-0030 

WASHINGTON EARTH FIRST! GROUPS 

Cheetwoot EF! 

POB 10147 Olympia, WA 98502 

Columbia Plateau EF! 

Brian Barry 222 N. 29th 
Yakima, WA 98902 (509)452-8074 


Okanogan Highlands EF! 

POB 361 Republic, WA 99166 

Olympic Peninsula EF! 

Robin McMillan 

POB 368 Port Townsend, WA 98368 

Seattle EF!/Washlngton EF!* 

George Draffan 

POB 95316 Seattle, WA 98145 

Shuksan EF! 

Tony Van Gessel 

POB 773, Bellingham, WA 98227 

Southwestern WA EF! 

Rory Bowman 

POB 202 Vancouver, WA 98666-0202 
Walla Walla WA EF! 

Environmental House Whitman College 
Walla WaUa, WA 99362 (509)527-5378 

WILD ROCKIES EF!* 

Jake Jagoff POB 7891 Missoula, MT 59807 

Yellowstone EF! 

Randall Restless Box 615 1 
Bozeman, MT 59715 (406)587-3356 

Wyoming EF! 

655 North Cedar Laramie, WY 82070 

LOCAL 

CONTACTS 

ALASKA 

Eric Holle POB 1324 Haines, AK 99827 
CALIFORNIA 

Dakota Sid Clifford POB 637 
Cedar Ridge, CA 95924 (916)273-7186 

Louis Eliseo 5579 Medea Valley Dr. 

Agoura Hills, CA 91301 (818)991-4769 

C.T. White 1959 Lake Blvd. #242 
Davis, CA 95616 

Wind River 260 Ashley Ave. #15 
Woodland, CA 95695 (916)668-1409 

DELAWARE/MARYLAND 

Greg DeCowsky Upper Shore Ecology Center 

POB 71 Georgetown, MD 21930 

(301)275-8091 

FLORIDA 

Black Rhino Vegetarian Soc. 

MaVynee O. Betsch 

Rt 3, Box 292 American Beach, FL 32034 

Pan c/o 1507 Edgevale Rd. 

Fort Pierce, FL 34982 (305)466-0833 

HAWAII 

Greenpeace Hawaii POB 10909 
Hilo, HI 96721 (808)935-0770 

INDIANA 

B.Y.R.D. 101 Crawford St. #308 
Terre Haute, IN 47807 

KANSAS 

Mountain Yarrow 214 Neosho 
Emporia, KS 66801 (316)342-1621 

Don Yockey Rt. 1, Box 906 
Soldier, KS 66540 (913)834-2431 

LOUISIANA 
ARKLATEX EF! 

c/o Eddie W. Hand 504 W. Louisiana #4 
Ruston, LA 71270 (318)251-2580 


MARYLAND 

Leonard J. Kerpelman 2403 W. Rogers 
Baltimore, MD 21209 (301)367-8855 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Attlcus Finch 358 Dorchester St. #3 

Boston, MA 02127-2735 (617)268-3751 

Andrew Power 1874 Commonwealth Ave. #7 
Brighton, MA 02135 

MICHIGAN 

Martin Leverenz 3553 David K St. 

Waterford, MI 48095 (313)623-9433 

MINNESOTA 

John Petroskas 471 Frontier 

701 Fulton SE Minneapolis, MN 55455-0399 

MISSOURI 

Sue Skidmore 1364 S. Plaza 
Springfield, MO 65804 (417)882-2947 

Herb Simon 1007 E. Sixth, Holden, MO 64040 
(816) 732-6400 (w) 732-4954 (h) 

NEBRASKA 

David Langston 839 S. 15 th 
Lincoln, NE 68508 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Lawrence H. St.Laurent Jr. 

POB 14-Annex Concord, NH 03301 

NEW YORK 

Gary Bennett 127 Vassar St 
Rochester, NY 14607 (716)461-0797 

Geeskaenh c/o Johnson RR1 Box 280 
Barker Rd., Tully NY 13159 (315)696-6199 

OHIO 

Ohio VaUeyEF! 

Brian & Theresa Hagemann 

529 Riddle Rd. Cincinnati, OH 45220 

Clint HoUey III 28410 S. Bridge CIr. 

Westlake, OH 44145 (216)892-7891 

OKLAHOMA 

Lynette Setzkorn 9 14 South Pittsburg, 

Tulsa, OK 74112 (918) 834-1759 

OREGON 

Desert Dog 1245 NW Newport 
Bend, OR 97701 (503)388-8927 

Kalmlopsis EF! POB 1444 
Cave Junction, OR 97523 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Antoinette Dwinga 

842 Library Ave. Carnegie, PA 15106 

Tom "Blgfoot" Byers 1075 Steuben St. #2 
Pittsburgh, PA 15220(412)921-8269 

David Hafer c/o Otzlnachson 
POB 65 Lewlsburg, PA 17837 
(717)523-3107 

TENNESSEE 

Kim PUarskl Turner 2015 Ford Lane 
Knoxville, TN 37920 (615) 577-1257 

TEXAS 

William Larson 9122 Oak Downs Road 
San Antonio, TX 78230 (512)342-2520 

VIRGINIA 

Larry Holish 410 Ridgevlew Apts. 

Blacksburg, VA 24060 (703)951-9155 


USUAL DISGUSTING PLEA FOR MONEY 

The Earth First! movement runs on your financial support. We don't 
need as much as other groups since we are grassroots, volunteer, de- 
centralized and have low overhead. Moreover, you get to select 
where your hard-earned money goes. Don't send your contribu- 
tions to this newspaper, send them directly to one of these hard 
working groups: 

‘Earth First! Foundation, POB 1683 Corvallis, OR 97339 (contribu- 
tions to the Foundation are tax-deductible) 

‘Arizona Earth First!, POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
‘Bay Area Earth First!, POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
*EF! Biodiversity Project, Jasper Carlton, 2365 Willard Road, Park- 
ersburg, WV 26101-9269 (Contributions to the EF! Foundation ear- 
marked for the Biodiversity Project are tax-deductible.) 

*EF! Ocean-Dolphin Task Force POB 77062 San Francisco, CA 
94107-7062 

‘Colorado Earth First!, Box 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
‘Florida Earth First!, 6820 SW 78th St., Gainesville, FL 32608 
‘Grazing Task Force, POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
‘Humboldt County Earth First!, POB 34, Garberville, CA 95440 
‘Los Angeles Earth First!, POB 4381, North Hollywood, CA 91607 
‘Midwest Headwaters Earth First!, POB 516, Stevens Point, WI 
54481 

‘New Mexico Earth First!, 456 Amado St, Santa Fe, NM 87501 

‘Nomadic Action Group, POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

‘Ohio Earth First!, POB 91, Greencamp, OH 43322 

‘PAW (Preserve Appalachian Wilderness), POB 36, Jefferson, NH 

03583 

‘Portland Earth First!, POB 13765, Portland, OR 97213 
‘Santa Cruz Earth First!, POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA95061 
‘Southern Willamette Earth First!, POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
‘Texas Earth First!, POB 7292, University Station, Austin, TX 78713 
‘Virginians for Wilderness, Route 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 24401 
‘Washington Earth First!, POB 2962, Bellingham, WA 98227 
‘Wild Rockies Earth First!, c/o 834 Sherwood, Missoula, MT 59802 
‘Wolf Action Network, HCR 79, POB 1046, Crowley Reservoir, CA 
93546 

‘Yellowstone Earth First!, Box 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 

This fundraising appeal is placed as a service to the Earth 
First! movement. THANK YOU for your support! 


POLAND 

A. Janusz Korbel ul. Magi 21/3 
43-300 Bielsko-Blala Poland 
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EF! BULLETINS 

1 990 ROUND RIVER RENDEZVOUS; July 9- 
15; Montana; details forthcoming. Persons 
wanting to perform during the Rally, July 13- 
14, should contact The Ecology Center, c/o 
JakeJagoff, 137 E Main, Missoula, MT 59802. 

CENTRAL APPALACHIAN RENDEZVOUS. 
EF! will hold its 5th Central Appalachian 
Rendezvous on May 4-6. The location will be 
the Hammond homestead (same as our fall 
1989 rendezvous). Directions and map are 
given in the Mabon 1989 issue (p.17). For 
information call the Hammonds at 703-997- 
0055 or Bob Mueller at 703-885-6983. 

An APRIL FOOLS MIDREGION RENDEZ- 
VOUS will occur Friday, March 30th thru 
Sunday April 1st in the Shawnee National 
Forest in southern Illinois. It will be close to 
Pomona, Illinois (ten miles south of 
Muphysboro off of route 127). 

Come join us and get lost in the spirit of 
the hardwoods for general merriment, semi- 
nars and workshops, discussions on regional 
and local strategies, and an EF! action (? you 
decide) to wrap up the weekend. 

Be prepared to pack your stuff in for 
primitive camping. If you need more info, 
can help with anything, or would like to hold 
your own workshop, please letus know. Call 
John (618) 939-3697 or Orin (314) 257-2437; 
or write: Big River EF!, PO Box 189, Pacific, 
MO 63069. Ifyougetlostontheway, calljoe 
or Jackie at the Pomona General Store (618) 
893-2997. 



OHIO RIVER RENDEZVOUS. The first Ohio 
River Rendezvous will be held May 25-28 in 
the Wayne National Forest in southeast 
Ohio. Ohio EF! and PORCUPINE (Prospect 
Ohio Radical Coalition for the Unlimited 
Protection of the Inhabitants of Northameri- 
can Ecosystems) are sponsoring the gather- 
ing. If interested in helping or willing to hold 
a workshop or supply music, contact Steve 
Moore, POB 91, Green Camp, OH 43322. 
Look for details next issue. 

GABEF! DEMONSTRATION AND STRAT- 
EGY SESSION. At 1 PM on March 3, Greater 
Adirondack Bioregion EF!ers will gather at 
The Green (town park) on Main Street in 
Lake Placid to protest the proposed Glene- 
agles condominium development (see Tribal 
Lore). Following the demonstration, 
GABEF!ers will further discuss their Adiron- 
dacks Wilderness Proposal, due for comple- 
tion in April. Please bring signs, costumes, 
maps. If weather is disagreeable, protest will 
be held 1 week later. 

GREEN FIRE TOURS. Two new "Green Fire" 
road-shows are planned for 1990. Both will 
be unique, but similar in style to the fall 1989 
Green Fire tour. They will again include 
Dakota Sid Clifford and Roger Featherstone. 
In addition, the spring tour will feature the 
talented 13-year old bass player, Travers Clif- 
ford, Sid’s son. The spring tour will run from 
March 1 5 to May 1 or so and will focus on the 
northern half of the country (maybe even 
Canada). The fall tourwillrun fromSeptem- 
ber 15 to November 1 and will hit the south- 
ern half of the country. For a brochure with 
more details write: Green Fire tour, Box DB, 
Bisbee, AZ 85603; or call (602) 624-3196. 

Rough Schedule: 

March 

Utah 
Colorado 
Lincoln, NE 
Iowa City, IA 
Illinois. & Indiana 


15-16 
17-20 
21 
22 

23-26 
March 26 - April 5 


10 miles south of Murphy sboro 
on route 127 


6-7 Ohio 
11 

12-21 

Wisconsin 

22 

23 

26-28 

29-30 

May 1-3 Oregon 


New England 

Traverse City, MI 
Illinois, Minnesota and 

Madison, WI 
Whitewater, Wl 
Montana 
Washington 


CAPITALIST 

CIVILIZATION 

STINKS! 

EARTH FIRST! 

PQ flax 6424. Evanston II. 6 0204 


NO JAILS for WHALES! 

STOP THE KIDNAPERS! 


S EARTH FIRST! 


P. O. Box 6424, Evanston IL 60204 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

& SILENT AGITATORS! 

on permanent crack’n’peel paper! 


Bumperstickers: $1 each 
20 for $15 / 100 & up 50 cents each 
Silent Agitators: 3 for $1 
45 for $10 / 100 & up 20 cents each 
Please add 50 cents postage! 


CHICAGO EARTH FIRST! 

P. O. Box 6424, Evanston IL 602041 

SAVE THE SHAWNEE 
NATIONAL FOREST! 

ILLINOIS’ ONLY SURVIVING WILDERNESS! 


ILLINOIS EARTH FIRST! 


DOWN WITH ALL HIGH-RISES! 

OUT WITH ALL MALLS! 
DREAM BACK THE FORESTS 
AND PRAIRIES! 

All Power to the Wild! 


EARTH FIRST! 


LIES! 

NOTHING BUT 

LIES! 


P. O. Box 6424, Evanston BL 60204 < 


BEWARE! 

THIS PRODUCT KILLS WEEDS. 

IT ALSO KILLS 
TREES, BIRDS, 
DOGS & PEOPLE! 

Wouldn't YOU like a nice unpoisoned 
planet to live on? 

LET THERE BE 

WOLVES! 

j STOP THE SLAUGHTER! 


EARTH FIRST! 

PO Box 6424. Evanm IL <0204 


SAVE THE SHAWNEE 5 
NATIONAL FOREST! 

ILLINOIS’ ONLY SURVIVING WILDERNESS' } 

Remem Deri 

Only YOU Can P reveal l 
Clear Cutal 

ILLINOIS | 
EARTH FIRST! | 

P O Box 6424 j 
Evanston U 60204 5 

Ho Compromtte In Defense of Mother Earth! : 



JUST SAY NO /VO 
TO CEMENT! T _ _ 

LONG LIVE MORE 

WILDERNESS! , 

MALLS! 


EARTH FIRST! 

PO. Box 6424. Evanston IL 60204 


tAKTH HOSTS e O Bor fwn mtom It 60/04 


EQUAL RIGHTS 
FOR ALL SPECIES! 


CHICAGO EARTH FIRST! 


P. O. Box 6424, Evanston IL 60204 £ 


SOUTHWEST OLD-GROWTH BOOK. 
Friends of the Owls is publishing a book on 
Southwestern old-growth forests and is seek- 
ing high quality black & white and color 
photos (with negatives) of old-growth forests 
in Arizona, New Mexico, west Texas, south- 
ern Utah and southern Colorado. Credit for 
photos will be given in the book. All old- 
growth systems, including riparian, pinyon- 
juniper, Ponderosa Pine, mixed-conifer and 
spruce-fir, are desired. Also pictures of Spot- 
ted Owls, Goshawks, Pileated Woodpeckers, 
Black Bears, and other Southwest forest crit- 
ters are needed. For more information, write 
Peter Galvin, 220 Grove Ave, Prescott, AZ 
86301 or call Jim Hobson at 505-255-4089. 

A CALL FROM THE WILD An inspirational 
show of entertainment by singer/songwriter, 
Joanne Rand and author/activist, Mavis 
Muller. A combined concert, slide-show and 
dramatic presentation about Wild 
Alaska. ..to benefit the Alaska Recovery 
Coalition's efforts to heal Alaska from the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill. Come listen to the 
Earth through slides, soliloquy and song! 
tour schedule: 


Feb. 14 

Areata, CA 

16 

Garberville, CA 

17 

Mendocino/Fort Bragg 

18 

Ukiah, CA 

19 

Sonoma, CA 

22 

Berkely, CA 

23 

San Francisco, CA 

24 

Santa Cruz, CA 

25 

San Jose, CA 

26 

San Luis Obispo, CA 

27 

Solana Beach, CA 

March 

1 

San Diego, CA 

2 

Julian, CA 

4 

Tucson, AZ 

5 

Oracle, AZ 

6 

Bisbee, AZ 

7 

Prescott, AZ 

10 

Albuquerque, NM 

11 

Santa Fe, NM 

13 

Taos, NM 


ANCIENT FOREST RESCUE EXPEDITION 
(tentative itinerary) 

March 

10 Bellingham, WA 
12-18 California 

20 Tucson, AZ 
22 Santa Fe, NM 
24 Austin, TX 
27 Little Rock, AR 
29 New Orleans, LA 


April 

2 Atlanta, GA 
5 Chapel Hill, NC 
8-12 New York state 
14-17 New England States 
18 Boston, MA 
20-22 Washington, DC 

24- 25 Columbus, OH 

25- 27 Indiana 
28-29 Chicago, IL 
30 Iowa City, IA 

May 3 Kansas City, MO 

4 Oskaloosa, KS 

5 Wichita, KS 
7 Boulder, CO 

9 Grand Junction, CO 
11 Salt Lake City, UT 
13 Missoula, MT 
14-16 Seattle, WA 

Earth Day Wall Street Action. Next April 
22, people across the United States will be 
celebrating the twentieth anniversary of the 
original Earth Day, a major turning point in 
the emergence of the environmental move- 
ment. Activists all across the U.S. have begun 
planning for Earth Day, in an effort that 
promises to involve huge numbers of people 
of all walks of life. However, the official 
national organizing committee for Earth 
Day 1990 is thoroughly dominated by politi- 
cians, media figures, and the heads of the 
large Washington, DC based environmental 
groups. Rumors of corporate funding 
abound. It is unlikely that such an effort will, 
by itself, raise either the underlying causes of 
environmental destruction, nor the essential 
connections between ecological and social 
needs. 

To address this situation, Greens in New 
England and across the country, the Youth 
Greens, Left Greens and others have initiated 
a campaign to Radicalize Earth Day. We are 
encouraging a wide variety of events to illus- 
trate connections, build multi-issue coali- 
tions, and address underlying causes. This 
effort will culminate in a major direct action 
to Shut Down Wall Street for a day, which 
will probably be held on the Monday follow- 
ing Earth Day. 

Planning for the Earth Day Wall Street 
Action is already Involving people from a 
wide spectrum of ecology, peace, and social 
justice organizations, including the Clam- 
shell Alliance, anti-toxics activists from Ver- 
mont and Maine, The Burlington, VT Peace 
and Justice Coalition and Stop the Slaughter 
Coalition, the Amis/es de la Terre of Quebec, 
Colorado's Rocky Mountain Peace Center, 
and the Vermont All-Species Project, as well 
as Green groups from all across the country. 

Organizations can sign on as endorsers 
of the action, serve as a local contact for 
organizing in your own region, or become 
co-sponsors of the action and participate 
fully In meetings of the Coordinating Coun- 
cil. 

For more information, contact: EARTH 
DAY WALL STREET ACTION, PO Box 93, 
Plainfield, VT 05667 
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Only $1.50 each. Additional contributions will help us build a 
needed species and ecosystem legal defense fund. 
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WILD MOUNTAIN RIVER COUNTRY: 


by Howie Wolke 

The lone mountain wanderer slowly 
meandered across the subalpine meadow. He 
crossed a talus slope of angular lichen-cov- 
ered granite boulders and then paused in the 
thin shade of an Alpine Larch. His intense 
brown eyes scanned the slope above, and 
then he marched directly to the summit, 
where a few wind-blasted larches and White- 
bark Pines clung to the rocky soils on their 
respective northeast and southwest facing 
exposures. 

The mountaineer was in the heart of 
central Idaho's "Wild Mountain River Coun- 
try.” But from this peak along the Salmon- 
Selway divide, no rivers could be seen. In- 
stead, the wanderer gazed upon a 360 degree 
horizon dominated by conifer forest — by far 
the largest remaining tract of unlogged vir- 
gin forest in the contiguous United States. 

On this July afternoon, the forest 
sprawled beneath building thunderheads. 
Amidst the slowly moving cloud shadows, 
the tributary canyons to the Salmon and 
Selway cut through the high ridges and pla- 
teaus, but the canyons were so deep, so far 
below this isolated summit, that only their 
uppermost reaches were within view. The 
lower canyons appeared only as mysterious 
gaps in the black and green forest thousands 
of feet below. 

No matter. The climber had little inter- 
est in the low country or its rivers. He reveled 
in the coolness of the subalpine forest. He 
thrived along talus slopes beneath the high- 
est open ridges and in the beargrass (a lily, 
not a grass) where erosion had worked hard 
granite to rich moist "pocket meadows. " The 
lone wanderer could melt at will into the 
closed canopy forest of Englemann Spruce, 
Subalpine Fir, Douglas-fir, and Lodgepole 
Pine that clothed the mid and upper slopes of 
this wilderness. The infernal main canyon 
bottoms 7000 feet below his perch, where in 
some places summer temperatures occasion- 
ally soared beyond 100 degrees, were beyond 
his realm. He avoided the lush temperate 
forested canyon of the Selway almost as 
thoroughly as he avoided the open Ponder- 
osa Pine parklands of the Salmon River 
breaks. He stayed high, cool and usually 
well-fed. 

Despite one of the most impressive 
views of unbroken mountain forest in the 
world, the climber remained on the summit 
only briefly. The Wolverine then gracefully 
descended into the forest, the green blanket 
of mystery that covers much of the least 
known, least understood big wilderness 
complex in America. 


Wild Mountain River Country. The 
sheer size and wildness of this landscape 
dwarfs all other wildlands in the contiguous 
48 states. The heart of Wild Mountain River 
Country (WMRC) is central Idaho’s Frank 
Church River of No Return Wilderness, gen- 
erally known simply as the River of No Re- 
turn, or RNR. At 2.3 million acres the RNR is 
the biggest officially protected landscape in 
the United States south of Alaska. But that 
figure understates the extent of the WMRC. 
Contiguous roadless lands, including the 
Gospel Hump Wilderness, bring the "Big 
Wild" to over 3.1 million acres in a single 
unroaded tract, the biggest roadless tract in 
the contiguous US. The RNR is separated 
from the 1.8 million acre Selway-Bitterroot 
Wilderness tract (this figure includes the 1.3 
million acre designated Selway-Bitterroot 
Wilderness plus about a half million acres of 
unprotected contiguous de facto wilderness) 
only by a primarily dirt road across the 
Magruder Corridor. Additional wild country 
surrounds these two great wildernesses at the 
heart of WMRC. 

The area ocassionally known as the 
"Central Idaho Wilderness Complex" is, 
arguably, the largest remaining complex of 
temperate zone wildlands on Earth. By the 
term 'complex', I mean a geographic region 
that includes some developments — in this 
case, a few towns, ranches, roads, and rural 
dwellings — but consists primarily of large 
blocks of designated and de facto wilderness, 
with wilderness units in close proximity and 
separated mainly by semi-wild habitats. 
South of Alaska, the Greater Yellowstone 
Ecosystem is the best-known wilderness 
complex in the US. Montana's Northern 
Continental Divide Ecosystem, which in- 
cludes Glacier National Park and the Bob 
Marshall/Scapegoat/Great Bear Wilderness 
unit, and the Canyon Country of southern 
Utah are also large wilderness complexes; but 
Wild Mountain River Country dwarfs them 
all. "Wild Mountain River Country" and 
"Wild Mountain River Complex" are names 
I prefer to "Central Idaho Wilderness Com- 
plex" because the wildness that dominates 
the region extends well beyond central 
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Idaho. In fact, it sprawls out of the state 
known more forpotatoes than for wilderness 
into western Montana and northeast Ore- 
gon. WMRC is a large part of the bioregion 
known as the "Wild Rockies" — the Rocky 
Mountain highlands and valleys of north- 
west Wyoming, western Montana, Idaho, 
the northeastern portions of Oregon and 
Washington, and the Canadian Rockies. 
(The recently-formed Alliance for the Wild 
Rockies is functioning as a bioregional 
umbrella group for wildlands protection 
here.) 

The Wild Mountain River Complex 
lacks the obvious appeal of Glacier National 
Park's soaring peaks, Yellowstone's geysers 
and visible game herds, and Utah's kaleido- 
scope rocks. If one accepts the traditional 
concepts of beauty or scenery, WMRC is less 
spectacular than the better known wilder- 
ness complexes. The traditional European 
concept of natural beauty flounders in the 
rubble and pines of central Idaho. Lands 
resembling the Swiss Alps or pastoral woo- 
dlot-flecked humanscapes are conspicuously 
absent. For the most part, so are the unusual 
"natural curiosities" that often lead to pater- 
nalistic protection. WMRC is simply big, 
wild, rugged and full of life. Most important, 
it's a place where evolution, particularly in 
populations of large vertebrates, still has a 
chance to carry on. 

The Land: The core of the Wild Moun- 
tain River Complex may be called the "Wild 
Mountain River Ecosystem," WMRE. The 
WMRE is defined by the Idaho Batholith, a 
granitic intrusion 60-90 million years old 
that forms the bedrock for most of the RNR, 
Selway-Bitterroot, and Sawtooth Wilder- 
nesses, as well as a number of other roadless 
areas in central Idaho and extreme western 
Montana. The WMRE includes most of the 
batholith, but is also defined by a perimeter 
of paved highways. The Magruder Corridor 
Road is the only road crossing the ecosystem. 
In a few places such as the Bitterroot Range, 
Selway Crags, Bighorn Crags, and Sawtooths, 
the batholith rocks were uplifted well be- 
yond the general batholith surface. In these 


areas, Pleistocene glaciers created rugged 
alpine landscapes of cirques, horns, arretes, 
cols, tarns, moraines, and u-shaped canyons. 
A few small remnant glaciers still cling to 
high north and east facing basins. The 
Sawtooths, just south of the core ecosystem, 
are renowned for their alpine glacial-carved 
scenery. Within the core ecosystem the Big- 
horn Crags include some exceptionally rug- 
ged glaciated terrain. 

Despite these isolated bastions of classic 
rock and ice wilderness, most of the Wild 
Mountain River Ecosystem is a land of high 
forested ridges roughly representing the 
remnant batholith plateau surface. Older 
sedimentary rocks overlying the granites, 
diorites, quartzites and other batholith rocks 
have generally eroded away, leaving the 
easily-eroded batholith to form the country 
bedrock, the parent material for the ecosys- 
tem. In a few places, though, slowly eroding 
Precambrian sediments still top the granite. 
The old batholith surface is sliced by hun- 
dreds of steep, mostly forested canyons. 
Generally, above 5000-6000 feet the can- 
yons were glaciated and are U shaped re- 
minders that the Pleistocene Epoch may yet 
return. The lower canyons, though, are V 
shaped and often unnervingly steep and 
rocky. Geologists now believe that most of 
the erosion — which created today's precipi- 
tous batholith landscape — occurred during 
the Pleistocene, the last 2 million years. 

WMRC is a region of wild rivers. The 
Middle and Main Forks of the Salmon are 
here. Along the western edge of the batho- 
lith is the Salmon’s South Fork, a river that 
has been badly abused by Forest Service log- 
ging and roadbuilding. The Selway, Lochsa, 
and North Fork of the Clearwater also drain 
the region. The Salmon (both forks) and 
Selway gorges are over a mile deep in places 
and these three rivers are internationally 
known for wilderness whitewater float trips. 
Many tributary canyons in central Idaho 
contain streams that would be considered 
rivers elsewhere. Kelly Creek (a tributary of 
the Clearwater's North Fork), in the pro- 
posed Great Burn Wilderness, is one such. 
Thus, though most of the WMRE consists of 


forested ridges, canyons, isolated peaks and 
occasional plateaus — such as the expansive 
Yellowstone-like rolling highland in the 
RNR's Chamberlain Basin — wild rivers de- 
fine the ecosystem. 

East of the core ecosystem but within 
the wilderness complex is a land of rugged 
north-south mountain ranges and interven- 
ing arid to semi-arid valleys. The basin and 
range topography of east-central Idaho's 
Lost River and Lemhi Ranges is reminiscent 
of Nevada. The rugged Beaverhead (geo- 
graphically but not geologically a southern 
extention of the Bitterroots) and Anaconda- 
Pintlar Ranges form the Continental Divide 
east and northeast respectively of the 
Lemhis; these ranges, along with the East 
and West Pioneers, surround southwest 
Montana’s high and lonely Big Hole Valley. 
All of these ranges are still primarily wild, 
and the Big Hole River (which is accessible by 
road) is a nationally famous trout stream 
threatened by ongoing and proposed log- 
ging in the surrounding mountains. 

Various other "fringe areas" are outside 
the core WMRE but within the wilderness 
complex. In south-central Idaho, recent 
basaltic lava flows (some under 1000 years 
old) have created an unusual volcanic wil- 
derness. The black expanse of young lava 
rock lies upon Idaho's "high desert," but the 
"Kapukas" belie the term 'desert'. Kapukas 
(an Indian word) are areas surrounded by 
young lava rock that, for one reason or an- 
other, escaped the most recent lava flows. 
Because they are islands surrounded by miles 
of relatively barren rock, many Kapukas have 
never been grazed by domestic livestock. 
They support a rich flora of sagebrush, native 
grasses, and native forbs. During spring, 
Kapukas are positively lush. That's why 
many ecologists consider "sagebrush- 
steppe" to be a more accurate description of 
the so-called "high deserts" of southern 
Idaho. Where desert exists here, it has been 
created by livestock. 

As mentioned, the Sawtooths consist of 
batholith rock but are severed from the core 
Ecosystem by a paved highway. Other 
wildlands on the Boise, Sawtooth and Challis 
National Forests can likewise be considered 
part of the WMRE and are definitely impor- 
tant components of the complex. The Sol- 
dier Mountains, Smokey Mountains (which 
are an unbroken extension of the protected 
Sawtooth Wilderness), Pioneer Mountains, 
and Boulder-White Cloud Mountains (the 
largest entirely unprotected National Forest 
wilderness remaining in the lower 48) are 
sizable wildernesses in south-central Idaho. 

Hell’s Canyon of the Snake River, the 
deepest river-carved gorge in North America 
(over 7000 feet deep in places) forms the 
Idaho/Oregon border west of the core Wild 
Mountain River Ecosystem; and northeast 
Oregon's Wallowa Mountains, known for 
the rugged Eagle Cap Wilderness, form the 
western extremity of the Wild Mountain 
River Complex. This little-known region, an 
important ecosystem in its own right, is 
among the most endangered in the US. Both 
the Eagle Cap and the Hell's Canyon Na- 
tional Recreation Area contain spectacular 
protected high country and precipitous 
canyon slopes, and ecologically critical low 
and mid slopes under assault by Forest Serv- 
ice loggers. On the Idaho side, the Seven 
Devils are a glaciated escarpment rising over 
a mile and half above the Snake. 

The northern part of WMRC is in many 
ways similar to the ridge and canyon topog- 
raphy of the core Ecosystem. In fact, the 
northernmost big Roadless Areas, Mallard- 
Larkins and the Great Bum, are partially 
underlain by Idaho Batholith granite. This 
region, though, is sundered from areas south 
by US Highway 12, and tends to be wetter 
than the RNR and most of the Selway-Bitter- 
root. Indeed, some of the canyons and slopes 
are downright soggy and contain disjunct 
Pacific Coast vegetation. Old-growth Pa- 
cific-type rainforests still survive in scattered 
remote valleys that escaped the great fires of 
1910 and 1919, and have escaped the for- 
estry professionals of the 1980s ... so far. 

Climate and Biota: WMRC is so large 
and topographically varied that any biotic 
description can only be understood within 
the context of its tremendous climatic diver- 
sity. Replete with 7000 foot deep gorges, 
12,000 foot high peaks, rivers approaching 
sea level, and mile-plus high plateaus, this 
landscape has an astonishing array of tem- 
perate and subalpine climates. 

"Cool-temperate" conveys its general 
feel, but many areas within the complex defy 
that description. The lower canyons of the 
Salmon's Middle and Main Forks and Hell's 
Canyon of the Snake are hotter in summer 
than the latter's namesake, and remarkably 
mild and snow-free in winter, for such north- 



1. River of No Return 

2. Selway-Bitterroot 

3. RNR South 

4. Allan Mountain 

5. Sawtooths 

6. Soldier Mts-Lime Ck 

7. White Clouds-Boulders 

8. Pioneer Mountains 

9. Great Bum 

10. Big Hom-Weitas 

11. Mallard -Larkins 

12. Selkirks 


13. Great Rift 

14. Great Rift-Wapi 

15. Raven's Eye 

16. Borah Peak 

17. King Mountain 

18. Pahsimeroi 

19. North Lemhis 

20. Diamond Peak 

21. West Big Hole 

22. Italian Peaks 

23. Hells Canyon 

24. Secesh River 


25. French Ck-Patrick Butte 

26. Needles 

27. Red Mountain 

28. Peace Rock 

29. Owyhee Canyons 

30. Bruneau-Jarbidge 

31. Jacks Creek 

32. Bechler-Pitchstone 

33. Palisades 

34. Gams Mountain 

35. Bear Creek 

36. Stump Creek 


Full descriptions of these roadless areas can be found in The Big Outside. 
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em latitudes. Yet within sight of these can- 
yon depths are the mid-elevation montane 
forests, characterized by cool to cold snowy 
winters and warm dry summers. "Cool- 
temperate" describes these forests very well. 
At higher elevations, the subalpine spruce-fir 
forests are cold in winter, cool in summer, 
and collect prodigious quantities of now. In 
the subalpine zone, snow can fall any day of 
the year. The eastern basin and range fringe 
of WMRC has a drier, sunnier, more conti- 
nental climate than the rest of the complex. 
The Lemhi, Birch Creek, Lost River, Pahsim- 
eroy, and Big Hole Valleys are cool and dry, 
with long windy winters. Throughout the 
wilderness complex, summers tend to bedry, 
autumn long and beautiful, and, except for 
the eastern fringe, winters cloudy and moist. 
May and June usually bring substantial pre- 
cipitation throughout the region. Except 
where local topography creates anomalies, 
WMRC has an increasing moisture gradient 
from south to north, and from east to west. 
But in this diverse land, anomalies are com- 
mon. 

For instance, Stanley Basin, Idaho, is a 
6000 foot high mountain valley rimmed by 
the Sawtooth, Salmon River, White Cloud 
and Boulder Ranges. Stanley probably has 
colder winters than anywhere else in the 
conterminous states, though confirmation 
of this would be difficult because it has no 
official US Weather Service station. Ambient 
air temperatures colder than -65 degrees 
Fahrenheit have been recorded there more 
than once. Radiational cooling and cold air 
drainage from the surrounding highlands 
can create a double whammy in Stanley that 
makes Nome look warm. Warm days in 
Stanley are about as rare as Dan Quayle's wit. 
Winters are only slightly less Siberian in 
Montana’s Big Hole; yet just over the Conti- 
nental Divide to the west and north, tem- 
peratures in the Bitterroot River drainage 
rarely fall below -25 degrees F. This is because 
as one moves north and west in WMRC, wet 
and mild Pacific air moderates winter tem- 
peratures, but dramatically increases winter 
precipitation. Along the crest of the main 
Bitterroot Range annual precipitation, most 
falling as winter snow, approaches 100 
inches! The northern Bitterroot crest in the 
proposed Great Burn Wilderness is even 
wetter. Yet barely 150 miles to the south, 
Challis, ID, averages a mere 7” of annua! 
precipitation, about the same as Phoenix, 
Arizona. In the Pahsimeroy Valley (between 
the Lost River and Lemhi Ranges) winters are 
frigid but sunny; while along the Selway, 
Lochsa, and North Fork of the Clearwater 
Rivers, Pacific drizzle slides down the West- 
ern Red Cedar trunks to the sopping snow- 
pack of frequent Pacific Northwest winter 
thaws. In these Pacific Northwest forests, 
temperatures rarely fall below zero, even in 
January. 

Obviously, then, WMRC is a mosaic 
land, especially in winter when arctic air 
invades from the northeast, often clashing 
with the moist but mild "Pacific Express." 
Superimpose the varied landscape upon 
these general patterns and the result is a 
wilderness complex of tremendous climatic 
and ecological diversity. 

Biotic Communities: Sagebrush 
steppe ("cow desert") is the characteristic 
flora of the south and of the eastern fringe 
valleys. Mixed Rocky Mountain conifers 
cloak most of the core ecosystem, and an 
array of disjunct Pacific Northwest species 
inhabits moist pockets to the north. 
Douglas-fir is the dominant tree species in 
WMRC's montane (mid-elevation temper- 
ate) forests. Grand Fir, Western Red Cedar, 
and even a few Western White Pine add 
diversity to the montane forest as one moves 
west and north. Western Hemlock thrives in 
the wettest climates of the northern fringe of 
the wilderness complex. Throughout most 
of the region, Ponderosa Pine is an important 
component of the montane forest, especially 
in relatively warm dry habitats where it fre- 
quently forms pure open stands. Scattered 
grasslands, occasionally mixed with sage- 
brush, occur throughout much of the com- 
plex on dry south and west-facing slopes at 
low elevations. Serai, post-fire forests of 
Lodgepole Pine and Western Larch (the lat- 
ter in wetter habitats) are often extensive, 
and thrive in both the montane and lower 
subalpine zones. The cold snowy subalpine 
forest is dominated by Engelmann Spruce, 
Subalpine Fir, Whitebark Pine (on high dry 
slopes), and Alpine (sometimes called "sub- 
alpine") Larch. Alpine Larch occurs in 
WMRC only north of the main Salmon River, 
and usually in the highest, coldest rocky 
basins. On the high wet slopes of the Great 
Bum Roadless Area, old-growth stands of 
Mountain Hemlock form an unusual — and 
threatened — subalpine ecosystem. 


Alpine tundra is uncommon in the 
Wild Mountain River Complex, primarily 
because the few summits high enough for it 
tend to consist of steep hard granitic rocks 
that do not easily erode to stable soil. There 
are, however, a few areas of true alpine tun- 
dra. For example, well developed tundra 
ecosystems thrive atop some isolated Arctic- 
like plateaus in the Lemhis. 

At any given location in the WMRC, 
plant communities tend to change abruptly. 
For instance, at my home on Montana’s 
West Fork of the Bitterroot, open stands of 
Ponderosa Pine characterize south and west 
facing slopes, while dense stands of Douglas- 
fir dominate the wetterand cooler north and 
east facing aspects. Engelmann Spruce grows 
in frost pockets along streams and there are 
also smatterings of Lodgepole Pine and 
Quaking Aspen. In the drier country to the 
south, sagebrush steppe-conifer ecotones are 
particularly abrupt where opposing slopes 
rise from canyon bottoms and fall from ridge 
crests. In the foothills of the Lemhis, Lost 
Rivers, and southern Bitterroots, Curleaf 
Mountain Mahogany (not a mahogany, but 
a member of the rose family) thickets soften 
the transition from grassland to forest. Al- 
though mountainous regions are generally 
characterized by frequent and abrupt 
changes in biotic communities, and by a 
wide variety of communities, this ecosystem 
diversity is particularly impressive in the 
Wild Mountain River Complex — in part due 
to its ruggedness, and in part to its sprawling 
vulnerability to different air masses and cli- 
matic influences. 

Animals: The Wild Mountain River 
Ecosystem probably has the healthiest Puma 
(Mountain Lion) population remaining in 
the US. Elk, Moose, Mule and White-tailed 
Deer, Bighorn Sheep, and Mountain Goat are 
all abundant in various parts of the core 
ecosystem. Perhaps the most significant 
habitat is the expansive coniferous forest of 
the core ecosystem, where rare (in the US) 
mammals such as Lynx, Wolverine, Fisher, 
Marten, and Mink still thrive. The WMRC is 
a stronghold for deep forest species such as 
Northern Flying Squirrel. Temperate climate 
species such as River Otter, Bobcat, Raccoon, 
Striped Skunk and Badger thrive at the lower 
elevations, particularly in the river canyons 
where native grasslands and brushlands are 
interspersed with stands of Ponderosa Pine 
and Douglas-fir. Other mammals common 
here are Coyote, Red Fox, Mountain Cotton- 
tail, and Snowshoe Hare. Black Bear are 
abundant throughout most of the forested 
mountains of the complex. In the sagebrush 
steppes outside the core ecosystem, 
Whitetail Jackrabbit and Pronghorn "ante- 
lope" speed across the high open valleys. 

Because of the spectacular ecosystem 
diversity, avifauna is particularly varied. In 
their respective habitats. Ruffed Grouse 
(thickets), Blue Grouse (montane forest). 
Spruce Grouse (subalpine forest), and even a 
few rare Columbia Sharptail Grouse (broken 
grass-and shrublands) all inhabit this region. 
Varied Thrush, Vaux's Swift, Winter Wren, 
Pileated Woodpecker and Chestnut-backed 
Chickadee thrive in the dense, mature and 
old-growth Pacific-type forests in the north. 
Boreal Owl, Northern Goshawk, and Golden 
Eagle grace remote cliffs and forests. Ravens 
are ubiquitous, and Bald Eagles are increas- 
ing. Harlequin Ducks, rare throughout most 
of their range, still thrive in remote moun- 
tain streams. The Chuckar and Ring-necked 
Pheasant — both exotic species — inhabit 
arid rocky and agricultural habitats, respec- 
tively. 

In short, the biota of WMRC is a unique 
mixture of species characteristic of the 
northern boreal forest, the Pacific Northwest 
rainforest, the Rocky Mountains, and the 
Great Basin. Hence the internationally sig- 
nificant natural diversity of this little-known 
region. 

Missing Links: A few Grizzly Bears and 
Gray Wolves occasionally wander through 
the WMRE, but no viable populations re- 
main. Although the federal government is 
required by the Endangered Species Act to 
promote the recovery of these and other 
Threatened and Endangered species, bureau- 
crats unrealistically insist that natural in- 
migration will occur from distant popula- 
tions. Park Service biologists admit that a 
wolf reintroduction program in Yellowstone 
is the only way to restore a viable population 
of wolves there, but the government is play- 
ing ostrich regarding wolves and Grizzlies in 
WMRC. Because of heavy development, 
including an Interstate Highway corridor, 
that severs the WMRC from Grizzly and wolf 
populations in Canada and in Montana's 
Northern Continental Divide Ecosystem, 
reintroduction programs for both species are 
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Castle Peak in the White Clouds roadless area. 

necessary for the wilds of central Idaho. 

Bison once thrived in the high open 
steppes of WMRC's eastern fringe. They've 
been replaced by cattle. Moo. To the north, 
historic evidence places Woodland Caribou 
as far south as the the north rim of the main 
Salmon River Canyon. Although a small 
herd still survives in extreme northern 
Idaho's Selkirk Mountains (and is being 
augmented with Canadian Caribou trans- 
plants), restoration efforts are needed to re- 
turn this majestic antlered symbol of the 
north woods to more of its native historic 
habitat, including much of the Selway-Bit- 
terroot Wilderness. 

Peregrine Falcons once thrived, but are 
now extremely rare, in the WMRC. More 
research is needed to determine the historic 
range of the Common Loon and Trumpeter 
Swan in WMRC. Both are, for all practical 
purposes, absent today. Similar research is 
needed to locate the entire historic range of 
the Bison in this region, and also to confirm 
the former presence of the Black-footed Fer- 
ret in the open country along the eastern 
fringe. 

In days of old, anadromous salmon 
spawned in WMRC's rivers and streams by 
countless millions. Grizzlies, Bald Eagles, 
Osprey and a wide array of other predators 
annually feasted on this aquatic banquet. 
But during the brief instant of biological 
disaster we call the 20th century, a series of 
massive cement plugs have thwarted rivers 
and ravaged the ecology of the entire Colum- 
bia River Basin. Today, Chinook Salmon and 
Steelhead (ocean-going Rainbow Trout) still 
“run" to spawning beds in many of WMRC's 
streams, but their truncated numbers are but 
a faint reminder of a rich and teeming past. 
Although recent studies in the Selway-Bitter- 
root affirm the quality of existing habitat for 
a possible Grizzly reintroduction program, 
the Wild Mountain River Ecosystem cannot 
be restored to a semblance of its former 
health without major restoration of native 
fisheries. This entails tearing down the 
dams. 

Forest Ecology: Wild Mountain River 
Country’s forests are the product of a long 
history of lightning-ignited wildfires. Be- 
cause summers are dry here, frequent July 
and August thunderstorms have created a 
varied mosaic of forest types. This mosaic is 
most evident in the expansive continuous 
forest of the core ecosystem. Ridgetops and 
other fire-prone habitats are often clothed 
with Lodgepole Pine forests that bum repeat- 
edly, never attaining a climax condition. In 
the western and northern parts of the ecosys- 
tem, Western Larch plays a similar post-fire 
ecological role, usually on wetter sites, but 
sometimes mixed with Lodgepole Pine. Old- 
growth and "climax" forests of spruce, fir, 
Douglas-fir, and Western Red Cedar-West- 


em Hemlock in the wet north, occur mainly 
in moist canyon bottoms and on north and 
east facing slopes where the natural fire cycle 
is one of many centuries or even millennia. 
On the other hand, in the relatively dry 
canyons of the Salmon River's Middle and 
Main Forks, splendid old-growth park-like 
stands of Ponderosa Pine mixed with scat- 
tered Douglas-fir are actually maintained by 
frequent wildfires (intervals of 20-30 years or 
less) that fail to kill the big old thick-barked 
trees, while maintaining an open relatively 
brush-free understory. Thus we see two 
opposing ecological "strategies" for coping 
with fire. The thin-barked Lodgepoles and 
larches are easily killed by fire, but reproduce 
profusely in its wake. Indeed, Lodgepole 
Pine in WMRC tends to have serotinous 
cones; that is, they can only open and spread 
seed if fire breaks the resinous bonds that 
bind the scales. The thick-barked Pondero 
sas and Douglas-firs, in contrast, simply sur 
vive the fires and carry on. 

Therefore, random but somewhat pre- 
dictable (in time) catastrophic events (fire, 
wind, avalanches, native insects, etc.), super- 
imposed upon a rugged landscape of sudden 
changes in aspect, have created a rich mosaic 
of forest stands in varying stages of ecologi- 
cal succession. Fire is, by far, the most 
important agent of change. 

Unlike the soggy coastal forests of west- 
ern Washington, British Columbia and 
southeast Alaska, old-growth stands proba- 
bly always comprised less than half of the 
post-Pleistocene forest in WMRC. (Old- 
growth forests are not necessarily climax 
stands; old-growth has more to do with for- 
est structure than with species composition. 
Successional forests can reach an old-growth 
condition long before they reach a climax 
with regard to species composition. Most 
research on old-growth habitat to date has 
dealt with the coastal Northwest forests. We 
still know little about old-growth ecology 
and extent in other bioregions including 
WMRC and the Northern Rockies in gen- 
eral.) Old-growth stands occurred — and still 
do, mostly in protected areas — as important 
but scattered components in a continuum of 
conifer forest successional ecosystems 
That's why the terms 'old growth' and 'virgin 
forest' are not synonomous. Virgin forests 
are those that have never been logged or 
otherwise disturbed by modern humans. In 
the Rockies, most virgin forests are succes- 
sional forests, bom in fire. Therefore, virtu- 
ally all forests in an old-growth condition are 
virgin, but not all virgin forests are old- 
growth. 

Nonetheless, throughout the Rockies 
(as elsewhere in the US) mature, old-growth, 
and expansive unbroken forests in general 
are becoming increasingly rare due to exten- 
sive and expensive new logging and 
continued on page 20 
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THE IDAHO CONNECTION 



function Peak in the North Lemhi roadless area. 


Mention the Idaho Connection and 
Kamikaze level kayakers think of a surf wave 
on the Snake River, purveyors of pre-pack- 
aged potatoes think of frozen french fries, 
and Montana motorists consider a mountain 
pass between the two states. The Idaho 
connection to which this article refers is a 
biological one in the vicinity of one of those 
mountain passes. 

Lost Trail Pass, a little less than halfway 
along the Montana-Idaho border from 
Wyoming to Canada, is where the connec- 
tion is made. Here the mountains of central 
Idaho and the mountains of the Continental 
Divide are continuous. From Yellowstone 
National Park to Lost Trail Pass, the Conti- 
nental Divide is the states' boundary. Then 
the Continental Divide turns east and north 
into Montana while the Bitterroot Divide 
runs west and then north around the Bitter- 
root watershed. 

Lost Trail Pass was so named by Lewis 
and Clark. The choosing of divides at Lost 
Trail Pass historically has been the subject of 
much conjecture. Apparently, the survey 
party set out to place the boundary between 
Montana and Idaho along the Continental 
Divide but took a wrong turn and followed 
the Bitterroot Divide instead. At Lost Trail 
Pass, the Divides change direction, the rivers 
change direction, and now local conserva- 
tionists are trying to make the Forest Service 
change direction. 

Central Idaho, where wild rivers carve 
canyons through the granite of the Idaho 
Batholith, contains the largest roadless area 
— the River of No Return Wilderness and 
contiguous de facto wilderness — left in the 
continental United States — even larger than 
any roadless area in the Greater Yellowstone 
Ecosystem or the Northern Continental 
Divide Ecosystem. Along the Continental 
Divide are unprotected wildlands serving as 
biological corridors between the large 
wildlands. 


A few outfitters in the Frank Church 
River of No Return Wilderness in Idaho are 
fighting to gain a special exception for their 
clients to the "pack it in — pack it out" policy 
in National Forest Wildernesses. They want 
the right to cache equipment and supplies at 
campsites. This issue first emerged soon after 
the 1964 Wilderness Act passed. Canoe 
outfitters in the Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness in Minnesota wanted to 
cache supplies to ease the pain of difficult 
portages. The Forest Service determined that 
maintenance of caches is illegal under the 
Wilderness Act. Accordingly, Chief Ed Cliff 
established the "pack it in — pack it out" 
policy in 1965. It has applied equally to all 
Wilderness users. The BWCA outfitters ac- 
cepted the decision and Wilderness outfit- 
ters throughout the nation have successfully 
operated without caches for many years. 

Before the RNR Wilderness was estab- 
lished in 1980, outfitters had used caches 
there. The Forest Service, with full public 
involvement, completed the Management 
Plan for this new Wilderness in 1985. It 
required phased removal of caches and per- 
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In the current debate over the future of 5 
these connecting wildlands, the location of | 
the state boundary is proving unfortunate. | 
Senator McClure of Idaho has proposed anti- J 
wilderness legislation that would open most 
of Idaho's roadless lands to developmentand 
gut the Wilderness Act. Montana's congres- 
sional delegation has failed to propose 
worthwhile Wilderness designation, and has 
been especially weak on the wildlands 
shared by the two states. Logging and road- 
ing are further fragmenting the border 
wildlands as the Forest Service invites devel- 
opment in the name of community stability. 

Contiguous with the RNR Wilderness is 
the Blue Joint Wilderness Study Area — half 
of which is planned for timber management 
by the Bitterroot National Forest, Outside 
the areas in the Blue Joint drainage currently 
planned for "timber harvest, " a large mining 
company, Pegasus, has filed over 100 claims. 

Immediately east of Lost Trail Pass the 
Anderson Mountain Roadless Area is slated 
for timber harvest. The Salmon National 
Forest management prescription for the area 
includes "meeting anadromous fish species 
habitat needs and producing high timber 
outputs." That's like protecting wetlands by 
filling in the swamp. The Salmon NF "pri- 
mary cutting prescription" for the area is 
"regeneration by clearcut." They claim that 
"clearcuts ... will not damage the water re- 
source,” and that “we do not clearcut be- 
cause it is the most efficient method of pro- 
ducing logs — we clearcut because it is the 
best way to produce a new stand of trees and/ 
or accomplish multiple use goals." 

Central to the controversy over the 
wildlands shared by Idaho and Montana is 
the Allan Mountain Roadless Area (AMRA). 

The 153,000 acre area (as inventoried by the 
FS) fills almost the entire gap between Lost 
Trail Pass and the River of No Return Wilder- 
ness. Wild Allan Mountain, a local support 
group, has identified 164,000 roadless acres 


manent structures. The Idaho Outfitters and 
Guides Association appealed the plan. Forest 
Service Chief Max Peterson denied the ap- 
peal, then retired shortly thereafter. Eleven 
outfitters filed suit in federal court. 

Current FS Chief Dale Robertson did 
not agree with Peterson’s earlierdecision and 
secretly agreed out-of-court to establish a 
task force to review the policy. The task force 
was established in 1988. After interviewing 
many people (including outfitters) and 
making 2 trips into the RNR, they reported to 
Robertson on 19 December 1988 and reaf- 
firmed the validity of the "pack it in — pack 
it out” policy for all Wildernesses. 

Robertson rejected the task force recom- 
mendation. On 20 April 1989 he authorized 
continued storage of equipment during an 
interim trial period while FS field personnel 
worked with the outfitters with the long- 
term objective "to promote the use of light- 
weight, portable equipment that can be 
taken in and out of the wilderness at the 
beginning and end of the use season." He 
promised to evaluate the results and make a 
final decision after the 1989 season. 


in its Wilderness proposal. Most of the 
additional acreage is in big game winter 
range. 

Lacking the rugged alpine peaks of the 
main Bitterroot Range, AMRA is an area of 
high forested ridges, subalpine meadows, 
and steep canyons. Elevations vary from 
about 4000 feet along the West Fork Bitter- 
root River to 9154 feet atop Allan Mountain. 

Vegetation is similar to that of the sur- 
rounding areas, with dense stands of spruce, 
fir, and Douglas-fir interspersed with south 
sloping meadows and Ponderosa Pine par- 
klands. Understory varies from beargrass 
and huckleberries to grasses and sagebrush. 

Animals in the area include Black Bear, 
Martin, Fisher, Mountain Lion, Bobcat, Elk, 
Mule Deer, Moose, Mountain Goat, and Pil- 
eated Woodpecker. The area is a Gray Wolf 
dispersal corridor for the Wolf Recovery 
Plan. 

AMRA's primary biological importance 
is as a connection between biological prov- 
inces (the wilds of central ID and the Conti- 
nental Divide wilds of western Ml) . It is a key 
link in the Wild Rockies wilderness chain. 

AMRA is surrounded and threatened by 
clearcutting. Indeed the roadless area is 
defined by roads and clearcuts; it is an island 
of habitat. The two large lumber mills in 
nearby Darby, MT, Stolze-Connerand Darby 
Lumber, can mill almost three times the 
Bitterroot Forest "annual allowable sale 
quantity" of 24.1 million board feet. In 
1989, Friends of the Bitterroot, a grassroots 
environmental group, filed appeals on two 
proposed timber sales in AMRA. 

The Bitterroot National Forest is plan- * 
ning a 15 year reduction of 18,000 of the 
102,000 roadless acres on the Forest. The 
Bitterroot managers have issued an EIS on 
the sales with a FONSI (Finding Of No Signifi- 
cant Impact). Friends of the Bitterroot, Wild 
Allan Mtn, Ravalli County Fish and Wildlife 
Association, and Trout Unlimited Bitterroot 
Chapter have officially disagreed. Their 
appeals, together with the appeal on the 
nearby Tolan Creek timber sale, have practi- 
cally shut down the Bitterroot Forest. Nego- 
tiations with the Forest Service have begun. 
The FS has violated agreed upon guidelines 
by letting additional timber industry repre- 
sentatives into the meetings. This is the type 
of abuse of process that leads individuals to 
consider direct action. 

Not being considered in the present 
process is a greater vision of the connected- 
ness of the Wild Rockies. While the Friends 
of the Bitterroot are looking past the FS into 
the cumulative impacts on the AMRA, envi- 


Related to the problem of caches is the 
problem of inholdings in the RNR: Some 
hunting outfitters own permanent hunting 
lodges and airstrips within the RNR Wilder- 
ness. They actually fly in their clients and 
provide them with modern accommoda- 
tions. Needless to say, lodges, airstrips, and 
machines do not belong in a Wilderness 
Area. 

The "pack it in — pack it out" prin- 
ciple is critical to the integrity of the entire 
National Wilderness Preservation System. 
If outfitters in the RNR are permitted to 
cache supplies for their clients, outfitters 
everywhere will want to do the same. So 
also is the purchase of RNR inholdings 
critical to the Wilderness System. Please 
write Chief Robertson and tell him to 
forbid caches, permanent structures, and 
airstrips in Wilderness Areas: Forest Serv- 
ice Chief F. Dale Robertson, Interior Dept, 
18th & C Sts, Washington, DC 20240. 
Write your congresspersons with the same 
message, and urge them to appropriate 
money to purchase RNR inholdings. Ask 
your friends to write letters too. 


ronmentalists should be fightingthe contin- 
ued fragmentation of wildlands all along the 
Great Divide. 

It's time to stop breaking connections 
— and start replacing them. Time to recog- 
nize the foolishness of state borders and 
protect whole ecosystems. Time to reach 
hands across the hills, minds across the 
mountains, and keep the connections wild 
and alive. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 1) Write your 
congressional delegation (Senate, DC 
20510; House, DC 20515). Tell them to 
oppose Senator McClure's anti-wilderness 
bill, S 371. Urge them to support a bi- 
oregional approach to wildlands preserva- 
tion in Idaho and Montana; that is, protec- 
tion for all 16 million acres of roadless 
Forest Service lands in Montana and 
Idaho. Advocate a Montana, Idaho Na- 
tional Interest Lands Preservation Act 
(MINILPA) preserving 16 million acres of 
wilderness. 2) Support the groups work- 
ing for the Wild Rockies as a bioregion: 
Americans for Wilderness Coalition, Box 
4784, Missoula, MT 59806; Alliance for 
the Wild Rockies, Box 8731, Missoula 
59807; and Wild Rockies EF! (see Direc- 
tory). 

— The Wild River Rambler, an errant 
Freddie 

Wild Mountain 
River Country . . . 

continued from page 19 
roadbuilding. Therefore, deep forest, mature 
forest, and old-growth dependent species are 
also being depleted. The Wild Mountain 
River Ecosystem, replete with old-growth 
and successional forests in an unbroken 
continuum, is one of our last bastions of 
habitat for uncommon deep forest and old- 
growth dependent species, as well as for 
wilderness-dependent species such as Harle- 
quin Duck and Wolverine. In other words, 
there's still hope for true forest evolution in 
WMRC, but only if we reverse today's trend 
of destruction. 

Politics and Threats: Idaho Senator 
Jim McClure and Oregon Senator Mark Hat- 
field are two of the most venomous timber 
industry pimps ever to pollute Senate seats 
with their flatulence. Idaho’s other Senator, 
Steve ("We shoot spotted owls at our bor- 
der") Symms, is even more vitriolic in his 
anti-environmental fanaticism, but fortu- 
nately he is inept. Hatfield and McClure are 
not. Montana's Western District Congres- 
sional Representative, Pat Williams, is no 
environmentalist, but the other yahoos, 
"representing" the WMRC bioregion make 
him look good by comparison. Fortunately 
neither Montana nor Idaho has yet had a 
post RARE II Wilderness bill. McClure's dis- 
mal proposal for Idaho, supported by Gover- 
nor Cecil Andrus, would release nearly 8 
million acres of de facto wilderness, mandate 
an obscene level of overcutting on the Idaho 
Panhandle National Forest, and instruct the 
Forest Service to survey anything resembling 
a road in existing designated Wilderness and 
then recommend to Congress which Wilder- 
ness lands should be de-classifiedl This is the 
worst so-called Wilderness bill ever intro- 
duced, and because of that it probably will 
fail. 

Nonetheless, clearcutting and road- 
building are rampant on unprotected Na- 
tional Forest lands in WMRC. Although new 
entry into RARE II areas is still illegal due to 
past RARE II lawsuits, many roadless lands 
weren’t inventoried in RARE II (a million 
acres on the Beaverhead Forest, for instance; 
this includes vulnerable wildlands in the Big 
Hole) and are being clearcut rapidly. More- 
continued on next page 
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Yellowstone Bison 
Slaughter: Part II 

Last winter, 569 Yellowstone National 
Park Bison were shot by "sport" hunters on 
winter range just north of the Park. This 
January through March, the Montana De- 
partment of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 
(MFWP) hopes to have hunters kill an addi- 
tional 100-200 animals. This would com- 
plete herd reduction by 70% — from about 
900 to 200-300 individuals. If the planned 
hunt outside the Park results in too few dead 
Bison this winter (the animals might not exit 
the Park, particularly if weather conditions 
stay mild), the National Park Service (NPS) 
may conduct a management kill within the 
Park itself. 

The Bison killing program results from 
an "interim management" accord between 
MFWP, NPS, and the US Forest Service (FS) on 
behalf of the Montana cattle industry. Citi- 
zens who contact these agencies in opposi- 
tion to the slaughter receive a brochure (il- 
lustrated with silhouettes of Buffalo, pre- 
sumably marching to their deaths) explain- 
ing how this is all part of "managing a na- 
tional heritage." (MFWP officials prefer the 
term 'harvest to 'slaughter', reasoning per- 
haps that Buffalo slaying by the modem day 
Bill Cody is more like plucking cucumbers 
than annihilating wildlife). The brochure 
invites the public to provide comments on a 
final "management plan," which will be 
completed after most of the Bison have been 
killed. 

The agencies say the Bison slaughter is 
necessary to protect domestic cattle from 
brucellosis, a disease that affects cattle by 
causing sterility, fetal loss, and weak new 
born calves. Over 50% of Yellowstone's 
Bison are said to harbor Brucella abortus, the 
bacterium that can cause the disease. K.L. 
Cool, MFWP director, summarized his 
agency's views during a recent kill-the-bison 
lobbying trip to Washington DC with Robert 
Barbee, Yellowstone Park Superintendent. 
"If the bison leave the Park, " explained Cool, 
"they are fair game ... we're faced with a 
threat to our own livestock industry. The 
animals are not welcome in Montana." 

Prior to the 1980s, Bison seldom trav- 
eled beyond the Park, with the exception of 


a few bulls. This changed when some cow- 
calf groups discovered lower elevation habi- 
tat along the Yellowstone River. By 1984 the 
herd as a whole expanded its winter range 
north across the Park boundary. (The origi- 
nal herd in the area was exterminated about 
a century ago.) 

What alternative is there to killing the 
Bison? Federal and state agencies should 
secure enough rangeland along the Park’s 
northern boundary to fully protect Bison 
and other Park wildlife. This could be done 
through land acquisition and private land 
easements. In the meantime, the brucellosis 
threat could be controlled through frequent 
testing of cattle that come into contact with 
Bison and by screening all cattle that are 
shipped from the Yellowstone River Valley. 
(This would involve about 800 cattle be- 
tween Yankee Jim Canyon and the Park 
boundary.) If any cattle did contract the 
disease, they could be killed or quarantined. 
(Brucellosis recently occurred in cattle near 
Dubois, Wyoming. The animals were sent to 
an out-of-state quarantine feedlot and 
slaughtered.) Finally, the cattle in the area 
can be vaccinated against the disease, with a 
vaccine believed to be about 70-90% effec- 
tive. The cost of such a program could be met 
through a modest increase hi the unreasona- 
bly low fees that stockmen pay for grazing 
livestock on public lands throughout the 
West. 

With such efforts, few cattle are likely to 
be lost to brucellosis. In fact, though the 
disease has been transmitted experimentally 
from Bison to cattle, there is no documented 
case of this happening in the wild. More- 
over, no evidence has been found of infec- 
tious discharge (placental membranes, 
fluids, dead fetuses, etc.) from Bison in the 
area. Fetal loss from brucellosis in Yellow- 
stone Bison may actually be uncommon, as 
the herd seems to have developed some resis- 
tance to it through the process of natural 
selection. (There is a peculiar lack of infor- 
mation on the transmissibility and effects of 
brucellosis in Yellowstone Bison.) 

The Montana livestock industry and 
MFWP are not likely to adopt a brucellosis 
risk management program, even though 
they cannot expect zero risk (brucellosis 
occurs also in Elk over much of the Yellow- 


stone area). They aim to keep livestock 
interests above those of Yellowstone wildlife. 
The hysteria over brucellosis is like the hys- 
teria over the Gray Wolf (which hysteria, also 
caused by ranchers, has blocked Endangered 
Species Act restoration of that species). 

The Bison killing on the northern range 
is further undermining the natural integrity 
of the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. 
(Other factors include excessive Park devel- 
opment, use of rubber bullets on bears, ex- 
panded winter use of the Park by snowmobil- 
ers, and increased road-building and logging 
on National Forests adjacent to the Park.) 
The Park’s northern Bison herd is being 
decimated precisely when it should be natu- 
rally expanding with new foraging opportu- 
nities created by recent fires. A wide range of 
wildlife, including Grizzly Bear, Black Bear, 
Coyote, Golden Eagle, raven, crow, and 
Black-billed Magpie, are being impacted 
since they depend on Bison as carrion or 
prey. 

The NPS has once again sold out on its 
responsibility to preserve natural processes 
in Yellowstone National Park. Caving in to 
political pressure, it has sanctioned the 
removal of the very wildlife it is assigned to 
protect. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 1) Urge Presi- 
dent Bush (The White House, Washington, 
DC 20500; 202-456-1414) to halt the slaugh- 
ter of Yellowstone's Bison. Urge him to have 
the Interior Secretary secure winter range- 
land for Bison and other Park wildlife in the 
Y ellowstone River valley through land acqui- 
sition and/or private land easements. Pro- 
pose that, as an interim measure, federal and 
state agencies develop a livestock screening 
program to control the risk of brucellosis in 
cattle near Yellowstone Park. 2) Contact 
Wayne Pacelle, 850 Sligo Ave, Suite LL 2, 
Silver Spring, MD 20910; 301-585-2591 for 
information on direct actions to prevent the 
killing of Bison this February and March. 

— Dr. Tony Povilitis, Senior Scientist, 
Humane Society of the US 
ed. note: Letter writers may also wish to empha- 
size that cows should not be allowed on public 
lands; removal of cows from BLM and FS lands 
north ofYNP would largely eliminate the excuse 
for killing Bison. 


ME Caribou Program Plans 
Expansion 

The Maine Caribou Transplant Program 
has announced that it will receive 75 Cari- 
bou from Newfoundland over the next 3 
years This program should be renamed the 
Maine Caribou Assassination Program. It is 
modeled on General Westmoreland's "send 
more bodies" Vietnam strategy — keep 
throwing the bodies in there and eventually 
something will survive and win. Caribou 
have died at every step of the process. They 
have died from bad drugs and stress during 
capture. They have died during transport. 
They have died in the pens in Orono. Early 
this summer 12 of the 17 calves died in the 
pens, many from a "mysterious illness." 
Adults in the pens have died from brain- 
worm. Of the 12 Caribou released into 
Baxter State Park last summer, 10 are now 
dead. It is time to come to the defense of the 
individual Caribou, and to speak out against 
this project. 

The Maine Caribou Transplant Corpo- 
ration is a "group ofprivate individuals inter- 
ested in restoring Caribou to the state." It 
remains unclear whether or not these private 
individuals are actually interested in restor- 
ing a large mammal for hunters. The project 
is "by design a scientific experiment to evalu- 
ate the feasibility and practicality of rees- 
tablishing caribou to Maine.” This is a pri- 
vate group, subject to political whim and 
public opinion. They have waged a public 
campaign for funding, giving names to indi- 
vidual Caribou (now deceased in many 
cases) and hating public viewing days of 
these supposedly wild animals in their pens 
at the University of Maine in Orono. It 
would probably be better for the Caribou if 
this were a federal project, not subject to 
local politics, and run by people with experi- 
ence in Caribou biology, as with the Caribou 
reintroduction project in Idaho, where the 
Caribou have federal protection (and a very 
low mortality rate for the project). Habitat 
suitability studies should be done before 
receiving shipments of kidnapped Caribou. 

Another shadow over Maine's program 
seems to be the paper companies, who don't 
want Caribou on their lands, especially if 
continued on page 22 


over, illegal sales slip by conservationists. 
The timber industry is also ravaging its own 
forestlands. And even in already roaded 
areas, overcutting is rampant, damaging 
fragile watersheds and converting the fauna 
to one dominated by the same weedy species 
common in civilized places throughout 
America. Although overcutting has been the 
norm in WMRC since the early 1950s, the 
pace has accelerated under Reagan and Bush, 
and under a recent timber industry policy to 
abandon sustained yield on private lands in 
order to "liquidate" its "assets" (the forest). 

Other threats to WMRC include mining 
around the edges of the Idaho Batholith, a 
contact zone where mineralization is com- 
mon. Mining, much of it open pit mining, 
has already destroyed lands within (in "cher- 
rystem" exclusions) and adjacent to the 
RNR, and is a constant threat to this fragile 
land. Both mining and logging, along with 
the new roads that accompany them, en- 
courage the spread of exotic plants such as 
Spotted Knapweed, an aggressive native of 
Eurasia that is displacing native grasslands in 
the canyons of the Selway, Salmon, and 
Snake. Spotted Knapweed is an immediate 
threat to the main Salmon River Canyon in 
the RNR Wilderness. 

Development in WMRC not only de- 
grades watersheds and impoverishes gene 
pools, it also opens the door for more road 
hunters, poachers, ORVs,' illegal dumping 
and other uncontrolled dispersed forms of 
wildland destruction. The ongoing rape of 
this unknown treasure is as though we al- 
lowed Yellowstone to be clearcut, the Grand 
Canyon to be dammed, or (in purely human 
terms) the last existing tape of a Hank Wil- 
liams Sr. ballad to be dubbed over by a punk 
rock or a rap "tune." Unfortunately, the 
threats to WMRC are the threats to wilder- 
ness throughout our continent. WMRC is a 
large microcosm of our public wildlands, 
throughout which an extraction-based ap- 
proach to management prevails. 

One of the most alarming facets of the 
modem conservation movement in America 
is its failure to prioritize WMRC for protec- 
tion and restoration. For example, although 
some 700,000 acres of unprotected National 
Forest roadless lands are contiguous to the 
designated RNR Wilderness, most conserva- 
tion groups in Idaho propose less than 10% 


of those lands for Wilderness. Whereas the 
Greater Yellowstone Coalition and the 
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance have 
been formed to try to save the biotic whole- 
ness of their respective bioregions, no such 
holistic effort has been made for the wilds of 
central Idaho and beyond. Unless wilderness 
activists can recognize, promote, defend, 
and restore it, the Big Wild won’t be for long. 

A MODEST PROPOSAL 

1. Designate the entire Wild Mountain River 
Complex an "International Temperate Zone 
Evolution Reserve." Within this area all 
public lands shall be protected with no addi- 
tional development allowed. Livestock shall 
be removed from all public lands. 

2. Designate as Wilderness all roadless lands 
in the Reserve. 

3. Close the Magruder Corridor Road to reu- 
nite the River of No Return and Selway- 
Bitterroot Wildernesses, "creating" a single 
core Wilderness unit of 5 million acres. 
Restore the road to its former condition leav- 
ing a packtrail for foot or horse access. 

4. Outlaw all mineral exploration and devel- 
opment within the entire Reserve. 

5. Restore to a natural condition all logged, 
mined, and otherwise degraded public lands 
within the core ecosystem. 

6. Restore wilderness on public lands where 
closure of logging roads, replanting of badly 
eroded areas, and protective management 
could easily and inexpensively result in wil- 
derness recovery. Although the entire Re- 
serve should be studied for wilderness resto- 
ration projects, several locations are obvious: 
**The Mallard Larkins, Great burn. Meadow 
Creek, and Bighorn Wietas Roadless Areas 
could be reunited to form a million acre 
wilderness at the northern end of the WMRC 
simply by closing and reclaiming logging 
roads that provide access for below-cost 
timber sales. The area is uninhabited and 
most of it is public land. 

**The Magruder Corridor Right of Way could 
easily be restored to a wilderness condition 
(see #3 above). 

**A11 "cherrystem" intrusions into the RNR 
Wilderness could be closed and restored. 
"Abused areas on the Payette National For- 
est, particularly in the drainage of the 
Salmon River’s South Fork, could be restored 
by means of road closures and replanting. 


"A few cherrystem and peripheral road clo- 
sure/restoration projects would result in a 
700,000 acre Boulder-White Clouds Wilder- 
ness. 

7. Reintroduce all extirpated native fauna. 

8. Empower an independent body of conser- 
vation biologists (e.g., Paul Ehrlich, Michael 
Soule, Bruce Wilcox) to preside over the 
reserve. The commission would locate po- 
tential wilderness restoration projects and be 
empowered to carry out such projects. The 
commission would have full regulatory 
power to police all actions of federal agencies 
and individuals on public lands within the 
Reserve. 

Summary: The Wild Mountain River 
Complex provides a unique opportunity to 
protect in a relatively natural condition a 
large region of extraordinarily diverse wil- 
derness and semi-wilderness habitats. The 
proposed "International Temperate Zone 
Evolution Reserve" would consist of a pris- 
tine wilderness core and an outlying buffer 
zone of smaller wildernesses, semi-wild for- 
est and rangelands, and scattered human 
habitations. Because the entire WMRC is 
either sparsely populated or uninhabited by 
humans, enactment of the proposal would 
dislocate nobody, and would allow existing 
human activities compatible with the gener- 
ally wild nature of the region to continue. 

All of America’s remaining big wilder- 
ness complexes — including the Northern 
Cascades of Washington, Florida's Ever- 
glades-Big Cypress Region, the Canyon 
Country of southern Utah, the Greater Yel- 
lowstone Ecosystem, and New York's Adi- 
rondacks — are in trouble. Although each 
wilderness complex is unique in terms of its 
politics, land ownership patterns, and ecol- 
ogy, it is time to recognize the big wilderness 
complexes as our last hope for the continued 
evolution of native ecosystems and all their 
components, particularly large vertebrates. 
Conservationists must place special empha- 
sis on these special places, and act. This 
proposal for an International Temperate 
Zone Evolution Reserve for Wild Mountain 
River Country could serve as a useful model, 
from which similar proposals for other wil- 
derness complexes could be adapted. 

The WMRC is the largest North Ameri- 
can wilderness complex south of Canada. 


However, as with all the temperate world's 
remaining wild regions, it faces ongoing 
despoliation. Although humanity's war 
against nature has escalated during the 20th 
century, we've waged this war for at least two 
millennia. Our challenge is nothing less 
than to reverse the tide of modern human 
history; that is, to choose life and continued 
evolution over destruction and impoverish- 
ment. There is no better place to begin than 
in the wilds of central Idaho. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

1. Write your representatives in Congress 
(senators, US Senate, Washington, DC 
20510; representative, House of Represen- 
tatives, DC 20515) and inform them that 
ALL remaining wildlands should be pro- 
tected. Tell them to cease funding ALL 
roadbuilding and logging programs on 
our public lands. 

2. Write them again and emphasize the 
need to protect our remaining big wilder- 
ness complexes. Tell them what a wilder- 
ness complex is. 

3. Write them yet again and tell them that 
anti-wilderness extremists like Jim 
McClure, Mark Hatfield, Steve Symms, 
Conrad Bums and Ron Marlenee should 
not be allowed to dictate the future of our 
wildest remaining region, the Wild Rock- 
ies of northwest Wyoming, Idaho, Mon- 
tana, northeast Oregon, and northeast 
Washington. Tell them you want WMRC, 
in particular, protected. 

4. Develop and advance proposals such as 
this one for our remaining big wilderness 
complexes. 

5. Join and support (with action and 
money) no-nonsense conservation groups 
working to protect wilderness, particu- 
larly those utilizing a bioregional ap- 
proach. 

6. Read Ecodefense and vacation fre- 
quently in WMRC. Get on the mailing list 
for one or more National Forests or BLM 
Districts in WMRC; this will provide the 
needed information to locate your vaca- 
tion activities. 

EF1 co-founder Howie Wolke is a backcoun- 
try guide based in Montana. He has nearly 
completed his book Wilderness On The Rocks, 
to be published by Ned Ludd Books. 
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continued from page 21 

they become federally protected. There is 
aiso the question of containment. The pens 
at Orono, where the Caribou have much 
human contact, are like a zoo. Direct releases 
should be considered, with minimal human 
contact. The brainworm, carried by White- 
tailed Deer, is another consideration. This is 
part of the reason Maine lost its Caribou. 
They are dying from brainworm both in the 
pens at Orono (which brings up the question 
of how they got it) and in the wild in Baxter. 

We need to respect the rights of the 
individual animals. To quote the columnist 
William Clark: "The caribou-moving project 
puzzles me. The sponsors are supposed to be 
animal lovers. The claim is questionable. If 
they love caribou, why don't they leave them 
alone? The caribou, as far as I know, are 
perfectly happy up there in the Maritime 
Provinces." 

Now they plan to bring down 75 
more, to add to those still alive in Baxter 
and the pens. It is time for us to take action 
and change this program. We need to 
write letters supporting the listing of 
Woodland Caribou in Maine as an Endan- 
gered species under the federal Endan- 
gered Species Act: ’Regional Director, US 
Fish and Wildlife Service, One Gateway 
Center, Suite 700, Newton Corner, MA 
021S8 

’representative, US House of Representa- 
tives, Washington, DC 20515 ’senators. 
Senate, DC 20510 

We should also write to Newfoundland to 
question their participation in this pro- 
gram: 

’Jim Kelland, Minister, Dept of Environ- 
ment and Lands, St Johns, Newfoundland, 
Canada 

We need to involve animal rights groups. 
We need to raise public consciousness 
with letters to the editor, and demonstra- 
tions at the pens, at the entrance to Baxter, 
and in Newfoundland when they attempt 
to bring more Caribou. We need to speak 
out for the Caribou, and either change this 
program of pain and death, or end it as a 
failed experiment. 

— Gary Lawless, Gulf of Maine EF! 

Arizonans Ponder Lobo 
Recovery Strategies 

On the National Day of Action for the 
Wolf, Tucson and Phoenix Earth Firstlers 
hosted a showing of a US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS) slide show on the Mexican 
Wolf [Canis lupus baileyii, a subspecies of 
Gray Wolf]. It was suggested then that activ- 
ists "adopt” a wolf reintroduction area, as 
Wilderness Study Areas have been 
"adopted." Arizona EFlers were also asked to 
write Governor Mofford to support a wildlife 
advocate for Arizona Game and Fish Com- 
missioner. The Commission largely controls 
the future of the wolf in Arizona. We have 
also worked on repeal of the stock-killer 
statutes that allow ranchers to kill wolves, as 
well as Mountain Lions and Black Bears. 
Repeal of the 'Stock-killer statutes must pre- 
cede wolf reintroduction. 

Many believe we need to focus on rein- 
troducing the captive wolf population as 
soon as possible. Several mammalogists who 
spoke with us believe that the only impedi- 
ments to successful wolf recovery are politi- 
cal. However, biologist Dennis Parker said 
that the genetic base of the captive-bred 
Mexican Wolves is an inadequate founda- 
tion upon which to build a viable popula- 
tion. He said that since wild Mexican Wolves 
still persist in Mexico, efforts for the wolf 
should first focus on preserving wild ones. 

Both arguments have merit. It's more 
difficult to reintroduce a species once extir- 
pated than to prevent it from being extir- 
pated; but how do we help the Lobo in 
another country? Parker says the most effec- 
tive way to save the wild Lobo is through 
livestock compensation programs. The EF! 
response is that livestock don't belong on the 
land in the first place, so why compensate? 
Yet even in this country, a compensation 
program will be a key element of any reintro- 
duction program. Another suggestion is a 
"debt-for-nature" swap or other means of 
securing wolf habitat. 

Others support a strong emphasis on 
public education in the US to prevent Ari- 
zona from passing a state law, as did Texas, 
prohibiting wolf reintroduction. FWS’s 
Mexican Wolf slide show, copies of which 
are available from the Phoenix and Al- 
buquerque offices, has a tepid script but 
contains good information. EFlers in the 
Southwest should consider showing it. A 
Wolf Symposium will be held at Arizona 
State University, Tempe, AZ, March 23-24. 
The conference will explore the folklore, 
natural history and current statusofthe wolf 
throughout its range in North America. 
Keynote speaker will be David Mech. For 
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This Red Wolf in the Birmingham Zoo, AL, is part of the USFWS captive breeding program. 


details, contact PAWS, 1413 E Dobbiness Rd, 
Phoenix, AZ 85040. 

Meanwhile, I'm putting together a 
package of information for those who would 
like to adopt a reintroduction area. (With 
some modification, it may also serve New 
Mexico and west Texas.) I'm looking for a 
few good "adopters." Qualifications are a 
willingness to ask agency representatives a 
lot of questions, and at least a one year 
commitment. Adopters should contact me 
(see Directory), and try to attend the Wolf 
Symposium. Adopters will work with and/or 
harass land managers to support wolf rein- 
troduction in the development of resource 
management plans. 

We will be watching Arizona Game and 
Fish Department (AGFD) closely as they 
explore wolf reintroduction. Neither they 
nor the AGF Commission have made any 
commitment to reintroduce the wolf. 
They've made any possibility of reintroduc- 
tion contingent upon a process beginning 
with an attitude survey. The survey was to 
have been mailed in December to individu- 
als from the Arizona Cattlegrowers Associa- 
tion, Defenders of Wildlife, a hunter group, 
AGFD staff, and the public. We must de- 
mand that the survey results be disseminated 
to the public and the Commission proceed to 
the next step, which is a request to US Fish 
and Wildlife Service for money to evaluate 
potential reintroduction sites. 

On other fronts, New Mexico EF!'s Wolf 
Action Group (WAG) recently filed a 60-day 
intent to sue FWS over their lack of implem- 
entation of wolf recovery. It’s clear that FWS 
regional director Michael Spear is impeding 
wolf recovery. For instance, he has stated in 
writing that implementation of the Endan- 
gered Species Act for Arizona's wolves de- 
pends on, first, evidence of public support in 
AGFD's attitude survey; and, second, sup- 
port from Arizona's congressional delega- 
tion. These are political, not biological 
considerations, and thus he is violating the 
ESA. Others are also considering suing FWS 
for their lack of action on behalf of the wolf. 

—Julia Swanson, AZEF! 

Return of the Red Wolf 

Canis rufus, the Red Wolf, is one of the 
most endangered carnivores in the world. 
Once roaming the entire southeastern 
United States, C. rufus has been relegated to 
a few locations in the wild administered by 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS). The 
fate of the Red Wolf is anybody's guess. 
What with having to dodge cars, Coyotes, 
and Alligators, it is a wonder that America is 
still graced with this ancient species. 

The Red Wolf most likely evolved from 
a common ancestor with the Coyote, its 
origins dating back to the Pleistocene. Cur- 
rent theory holds that "the primitive stock of 
small wolves in the New World entered Eura- 
sia where they eventually gave rise to what 
we now know as the gray wolf (Canis lupus)." 
(Nowak) During the early period of canid 
evolution in North America, the Coyote and 
Red Wolf emerged as separate species, giving 
the Red Wolf the honored distinction of 
being the "only North American wolf to have 
evolved entirely in the New World. "(1) 

Separating into three subspecies, Red 
Wolves secured a territory ranging from 
central Texas through the Ozark-Ouachita 
uplands, into southern Illinois and Ohio, 
most of Kentucky, parts of Virginia, the 
Carolinas, Florida, and all of the deep South. 
These subspecies have been identified as C. 
rufus floridanus, C. rufus gregoryi, and C. rufus 


rufus. Of these three, only gregoryi remains; 
the others are considered extinct. 

As in other parts of the country, early 
settlers to the Southeast brought with them 
a fear and hatred of wolves. This prejudice, 
bred in Europe, easily translated over to the 
Red Wolf even though C. rufus is considera- 
bly smaller than its cousin, the Gray Wolf. In 
an effort to safeguard livestock (and perhaps 
their Protestant souls), wolves were hunted 
extensively throughout their range, with 
bounties beginning as early as 1695 in South 
Carolina. (2) Subsequent centuries witnessed 
increased killing of all predators in the 
South. Concurrently, Southerners began 
cutting the great forests of the region, reduc- 
ing the habitats of the Red Wolf and its prey. 
Thus, by the early 20th century, only 
remnant populations of Red Wolves re- 
mained. Then came Canis latrans — Coyote. 

Wolves and Coyotes usually don't mix. 
David Mech, celebrated wolf biologist, has 
noted that Coyotes essentially vanished 
from Lake Superior's Isle Royale after Gray 
Wolves became established there post 1957. 
Coyotes did not inhabit the southeastern US 
until wolves, either Gray or Red, declined.(3) 
But as the Red Wolf fell to persecution, habi- 
tat destruction, and loss of prey species, C. 
latrans managed to assert its presence and its 
genes into the life of C. rufus. Thus, by mid 
20th century, many of the remaining Red 
Wolves harbored Coyote lineage, further 
diminishing the chance of C. rufus surviving 
as a species. By the early 1970s, the Red Wolf 
roamed (genetically intact) only in parts of 
southeastern Texas and southwestern Lou- 
isiana: still hunted by man; still faced with 
encroachment by Coyote. In 1973, the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service stepped in. 

With the discovery that "hybrid 
• swarms” of Coyote/Red Wolf populations 
existed in the aforementioned area, FWS 
chose to remove all remaining Red Wolves 
from the wild to begin a captive breeding 
program. The long-range goal of the project 
was to return C. rufus to the wild. From a pool 
of over 400 animals, only 40 were certified as 
"probable red wolves." Eventually 17 re- 
mained. (4) 

Altogether removed from the wild, C. 
rufus underwent an intensive breeding pro- 
gram in association with the Point Defiance 
Zoo in Tacoma, Washington. Fifteen years 
later, FWS calls the project "the most success- 
ful endangered species captive effort in the 
United States."(5) 

After a few quasi-productive attempts at 
reintroducing C. rufus on several islands 
within the National Wildlife Refuge System, 
the need for a large mainland Red Wolf 
sanctuary became apparent. Being seasonal 
travelers, Red Wolves need more space than 
coastal islands offer. Nowak reports that 
some packs can inhabit territories of up to 40 
miles in diameter.(6) 

In the mid-1980s, with the help of the 
North Carolina Nature Conservancy, FWS 
procured some 120,000 acres of bottomland 
from Prudential Insurance Company in Dare 
County, North Carolina. This land is now 
the Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge, 
and site of the Red Wolf's reintroduction to 
the wild. In 1986, 4 pairs of Red Wolves 
arrived at the site to be acclimated to the area 
and its native prey. Eventually, 12 Red 
Wolves were released Into the Refuge. Only 
half of them still survive. 

Members of the Red Wolf Recovery 
Team concur that many potential recovery 
locations cannot be utilized due to negative 
reactions from a public that still fears wolves 
running amok. To avoid repeating past fail- 


ures at securing sites, FWS hosted a series of 
public forums in Dare County to assuage 
residents' misgivings regarding Red Wolves. 
Fortunately, the area has no significant live- 
stock industry — traditionally one of the 
major opponents of wolves. But, conces- 
sions were made: trappers still operate 
within the confines of the Refuge, as do 
hunters with their deer-chasing dogs. So far, 
these interests have remained friendly to C. 
rufus. 

Red Wolves are shy, nonaggressive crea- 
tures. They are also highly social, associating 
in packs usually consisting of 5-12 individu- 
als. The alpha pair tend to be monogamous. 
Disruption of the family strains each wolf's 
capacity to adapt. In areas where natural 
associations of wolves have undergone se- 
vere stress, resulting in loss of social structure 
and mates, the Red Wolf has often turned to 
the Coyote in a desperate attempt to procre- 
ate. Thus, it is imperative that the Red 
Wolves of Alligator River establish a healthy, 
reproductively competent social hierarchy 
within their range in order to resist a further 
nexus with Coyotes, which are moving into 
North Carolina. The "hybrid, swarm" so 
prevalent in much of the Red Wolfs old 
range must not occur in Dare County'. 

FWS estimates that to "maintain ge- 
netic variation and retard genetic drift 
within the species, it is likely that 200 to 250 
red wolves will have to be continually main- 
tained in captivity."(7) They hope to put 
another 200 in the wild, but space is limited. 
Like so much of America, the Southeast is 
undergoing rapid development; public lands 
are scarce. Alligator River NWR, with its 
120,000 acres, is estimated to havea carrying 
capacity of up to 25 wolves.(8) Where to 
locate other recovery efforts is an ongoing 
problem as bottomlands, marshes, and other 
coastal wetlands succumb to the designs of 
man. 

The Red Wolf, though smaller and per- 
haps more humble than its more celebrated 
kin, the Gray Wolf, is likewise one of 
America's great symbols of the wild. Ma- 
ligned for centuries, the only hope for Canis 
rufus resides in the hands of those who nearly 
relegated it to extinction: Homo sapiens. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Americans, ask 
to receive FWS "Red Wolf Newsletter." Tell 
FWS that you support the Red Wolf recovery 
program- Ask your elected officials to sup- 
port land acquisition bills to enlarge public 
lands that might be used for reintroduction. 
Emphasize that wolves need land! Southern- 
ers, research and evaluate potential sites for 
wolf reintroduction. Start by asking the 
National Park Service what plan they have to 
acquire or expand NPS managed lands in 
your area. Alabamians, the Mobile-Tensas 
bottomlands are a distinct possibility for Red 
Wolf habitat. Encourage Alabama's Depart- 
ment of Conservation (and Fish & Wildlife) 
to promote Red Wolf recovery plans for this 
region. 

’Fish & Wildlife Service, Asheville Field Of- 
fice, 100 Otis St, Rm 224, Asheville, NC 
28801. 

’Alabama Dept, of Conservation & Natural 
Resources, 64 N. Union St., Montgomery, AL 
36130 

’representative, US House of Representa- 
tives, Washington, DC 205 15 
’senators. Senate, DC 20510 
*NPS Director James Ridenour, Interior 
Dept., DC 20240 

— Ned Muddjr., POB 130411, Birming- 
ham, AL 35213 
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FLORAL LEGACIES OF THE MEGAFAUNA 


by R.F. Mueller 

All is concentered in a life intense 
Where not a beam, nor air nor leaf is 
Lost 

— Byron 

Wander from the sea coast to the Appa- 
lachian crest — indeed almost anywhere in 
the Eastern US — and you will meet a familiar 
tribe — the hawthorns. Although most 
concentrated in Eastern North America, with 
more than 100 species, the genus Crataegus is 
found throughout the north temperate zone 
and on many mountain ranges in the south- 
ern part of the continent. Small trees, or 
frequently only bush-sized, the hawthorns 
catch our eye with their hedge-shaped arbo- 
real forms, heavy autumn crops of conspicu- 
ously-colored fruit and, above all, their for- 
midable armament of long, sharp thorns. 

The thorns of hawthorns are clearly 
intended to fend off browsers, who find both 
leaves and fruit highly desirable. Other 
plants in the rose family, of which the haw- 
thorn genus is a member, are similarly de- 
sired. But what do the thorns fend off? 
Almost the only native browser in the East- 
ern United States in modem times, and for 
that matter during the entire Holocene Ep- 
och, is and was the White-tailed Deer. The 
only other browser, the Moose, was confined 
to northern bog areas, and though Elk and 
Bison were present in the historical period, 
they are primarily grazers. Smaller browsers 
such as deer, and domestic goats, are not 
stopped by large thorns since they easily 
reach between them. These thorns, which in 
the Cockspur Hawthorn ( Crataegus crusgalli ) 
reach 5 inches in length, were evolved to 
protect the plant from large browsers. 

To find these large browsers we must 
look in the fossil record, back 12,000-15,000 
years during the Late Pleistocene, when an 
impressive megafauna ranged the land. 
According to John Guilday ( Quaternary Ex- 
tinctions, A Prehistoric Revolution, Paul S Mar- 
tin and Richard G Klein editors, U of AZ Press, 
1984) these large browsers included the 
Mastodon ( Mamut americanum), Jefferson 
Ground Sloth ( Megalonyx jeffersoni), Harlans 
Ground Sloth ( Glossotherium harlani), and 
the Stag Moose ( Cervalces scotti). In addition 
two mammoths ( Mamuthus ) and a horse 
(Equs complicates) probably browsed some. 
Other browsers larger than the Whitetail 
included a tapir, a large peccary, and Cari- 
bou. 

The browsing habits of these larger 
animals must have been quite different from 
those of the delicate-muzzled deer. It seems 
likely that they would have broken off whole 
branches or engulfed entire branch ends, 
stripping off the leaves and small twigs, as 
existing elephants do. Feeding leaf by leaf as 
deer and goats do would not have satisfied 
their enormous intake requirements. With 
these aggressive browsers the long thorns 
would have been the perfect counterpoise to 
maintain a balance between the eaters and 
the eaten. The hawthorns even went so far as 
to protect themselves from possible assaults 
on their nutritious inner bark by evolving 
"monkey puzzles" of large complex thorn 
growths on their trunks. 

If thorns were so effective in deterring 
browsers, why didn't more of the hundreds 
of other tree species in North America evolve 
them? The answer to this is complex and 
probably will never be completely known. 
However, as indicated previously, many 
members of the rose family seem to be par- 
ticularly attractive to browsers. Also it is 
likely that many other species found it more 
economical to invest their energy and nutri- 
ents in chemical defenses. 

Several other members of the rose fam- 
ily do have thorns for defense. An example 
is the Wild Crab Apple ( Pyrus coronaria ) 
which is almost as well defended as the 
hawthorns. Another is the Wild Plum, 
though its thorns are less impressive. Addi- 
tionally, thorns are prevalent in the legume 
family. In the Eastern US, the thorny leg- 
umes include the Black Locust ( Robinia pseu- 
doacacia) and the Honey Locust ( Gleditsia 
tricanthos). The latter has impressive thorns 
on both branches and trunk. 

Another factor governing the develop- 
ment of thorn protection is habitat. Evi- 
dence indicates that, by and large, the 
megafauna occupied open savannas and 
spruce-pine-shrub parkland rather than 
deep forests. This open country would 
probably also have been the preferred loca- 
tion of hawthorns, crab apples, plums, and 
locusts because all are intolerant of shade 
and today are more at home in forest edges 
and clearings than in deep woods. At present 
we can see hawthorns flourishing In open- 
ings of montane Red Spruce forests of the 
high Alleghenies, a habitat that approaches 
that inferred for the Pleistocene mastodon. 
Species of maple, oak, and other compo- 


nents of the great mixed deciduous forest 
would have been exposed to heavy browsing 
only at forest edges since forest interior 
habitat would not have been favored by the 
megafauna. Finally, many plants may not 
have adequate genetic resources to evolve 
thorns. 

Clearly, the hawthorns, Honey Locust, 
and other heavily-thomed plants are relics of 
another time and most significantly of a 
fauna long vanished. This fauna became 
extinct approximately 10,000-1 1,000 years 
ago, a time span apparently sufficiently short 
for the thorns to persist. There simply have 
not been enough generations of trees since 
the Pleistocene to breed out a feature so 
beneficial when the large browsers were 
around. Also there is probably some residual 
benefit in the thorns since they do slow even 
small browsers. However, the thorns repre- 
sent a considerable investment in energy 
and nutrients and one would expect them to 
gradually disappear or be replaced by smaller 
thorns. 

Very likely, thorns are not the only 
persisting relics of the megafauna. They are 
simply the most visible. There may be a host 
of chemical repellants that are specific for 
mastodon, ground sloth, and other megafau- 
nal browsing niches and have not yet van- 
ished. The same may be said of fruit and 
seeds designed to be dispersed by the 


by Peter Gorman 

The history of South America has been 
one of continuous exploitation since it was 
discovered by Europeans nearly 500 years 
ago. The destruction of its lands and the 
decimation of its peoples in pursuit of profit 
is one of the worst examples of base human 
behavior imaginable. Fortunately, during 
the past 20 years enough attention from 
global watchdog groups has been focused on 
the continent that the genocide and enslave- 
ment of its indigenous peoples has largely 
been stopped. 

Deep in the interior of Amazonia, 
however, the slaughter continues and little is 
ever heard about it because it is not big 
genocide, not international politics geno- 
cide. The killing isn't genocide at all, seman- 
ticists would argue, since it isn't directed at a 
particular group — it's simply the elimina- 


Play the famous tape of the reporter 
describing the burning of the Hindenburg, 
and then magnify it in proportion to all the 
acres of densely-packed life called rainforest 
destroyed per day, and you'll hear how the 
rainforest disaster should be announced to 
oblivious mankind. An entire species being 
killed — and certainly a million species being 
killed — is a greater loss to the Earth than 7 
individuals of a species being killed aboard a 
space-shuttle, or 36 aboard a dirigible. 

The rainforests are vanishing at the rate 
of a football field per second! In the course of 
an average football telecast — about 2 1/2 
hours, including half-time and time-outs 
(there are no time-outs in the rainforest 
massacre) — 9000 football fields' worth of 
rainforest have been tom and/or burned 
from the face of the Earth. They should flash 
that statistic on the scoreboard during the 
Super Bowl! 

Super Bowl 88 was stretched out so 
more millions could be made on commer- 
cials for cars, fastfood burgers and the Army. 
While Denver went down 42-10 in 4 1/2 


megafauna. An example of a fruit may be 
that of the thorn-bearing Osage Orange 
( Madura pomifera), which is at present con- 
sumed by horses but not by cattle, and wou Id 
probably have also appealed to Pleistocene 
horses and other megafauna (Gus Mueller, 
personal communication). Even form and 
growth habits of trees and bushes were 
probably sensitive to influences of the great 
browsers. 

The thorn plants we see today are 
graphic reminders of how much the planet 
has lost since the Pleistocene. They are 
messengers from the grand age of wilderness 
that for some unknown reason underwent a 
transformation at the beginning of the Holo- 
cene but still retained its ecological integrity 
until European man began to destroy it. The 
megafaunal browsers can be regarded as 
predators of a type, albeit of plants. Like their 
legacy of thorny plants, existing ecosystems 
are part of the preexisting complex of preda- 
tor-prey relationships. Although the most 
important large predators of the Holocene 
have been extirpated in the Eastern US, the 
"ghosts" of these predators haunt us by the 
wild characteristics we so admire in their 
remaining prey fauna — the fleetness of the 
deer and the craftiness and stealth of smaller 
herbivores and carnivores that were hunted 
by them. The absence of the large carnivores 
has thrown these ecosystems out of balance. 


tion of people who stand in the way of 
progress, indigenous people and mestizos 
alike. It is incidental killing, necessary to 
protect the capital of overseas investors, 
most of whom have no idea of the havoc 
they are promoting. Which doesn't make it 
any less real. 

What I mean is this: Let's say you're a 
New York businessman and you decide to 
open a small Brazil nut plantation down in 
the jungle. You contact a South American 
investment specialist who knows whom to 
contact about good land for that sort of 
plantation. 

The investment specialist calls his 
friends in South America and they decide on 
where you ought to get your land. Let's say 
it's a small river, the Auchyako, which means 
Indian River. They get back to the invest- 
ment specialist, who gets back to you and 
says he has just the place for a Brazil nut 


hours, 16,200 football fields' worth of rain- 
forest went down forever. 

A 7-point earthquake preempted the 
first World Series game to be played in San 
Francisco in 27 years, severing the bridge 
connecting the cities of the two competing 
teams. During the half-time of the next 
Super Bowl game, a football field's worth of 
rainforest should be trucked in on semi- 
trailer flatbeds like floats in the Tournament 
of Roses parade and assembled on the Super 
Bowl field. Then the football field should be 
blasted by four converging drum and bugle 
corps with flamethrowers while panthers 
leap and parrots fly screaming into the 
stands full of fans, and the second half of the 
game should be played on the charred 
stubble. 

The Earth is trying to tell us something. 
But we’re too glued to the soap opera /sitcom/ 
footballgame/gameshow/top-40 of Nature- 
eclipsing human self-importance to hear. 

— Jeff Poniewaz, Milwaukee eco-poet 


The small carnivores, the Raccoon, the 
Opossum, skunks, and foxes, have increased 
in numbers to where they contribute signifi- 
cantly to the decline of many birds and other 
prey. Also it is likely that some endemic 
plants have been brought to extinction by 
the overabundant deer which leave high 
browse lines on trees in many areas. The sum 
of these effects is genetic deterioration, loss 
of species diversity and general environ- 
mental degradation. What began as perhaps 
a "normal" ecosystem transformation at the 
end of the Pleistocene has turned to perva- 
sive decline heading toward collapse. 

We can't bring back the thorn-molding 
megafauna but we can and must bring back 
the assemblage of wolves, Panthers, Wolver- 
ines and large raptorial birds that form the 
peak of the trophic pyramid and are needed 
to balance the system. We must also try to 
bring back the large ungulates, the Elk and 
Bison, to reclaim their important niches. 
More than an atavistic wish, this restoration 
of the rightful heirs to the land is an ecologi- 
cal imperative that is gaining credence with 
each passing day as our dependence on na- 
ture and ecosystems becomes more evident. 

R.F. Mueller is a former NASA scientist and 
present Virginia EF! contact. 


plantation. You say Great, here's the go- 
money, there's just one thing: I've heard 
other businessmen have lost on deals as a 
sweet as this because the locals resented 
them — robbed their materials and made off 
with their goods. Any chance that will 
happen to me? Any hostile people on the 
Auchyako River? 

Your investment specialist says he'll 
find out and hangs up. The minute he's off 
with you he’s on the line with South America 
saying, Don't make me look bad here. Any 
hostiles on that river? 

And the men in South America who 
picked the location say We don't know. 
We'll ask the local general. 

And the local general, stuck way out in 
the middle of the jungle, says he'll have a 
party go check. After all, if a foreign investor 
lost money in the area he was sent to be in 
charge of, it would look bad for him and who 
knows where they'd send him next? 

So the local general calls together a 
squad of men and tells them to head up the 
Auchyako River to look for hostiles who 
might steal the international financier's 
things, a financier who will bring money 
into the area. And in the backwaters of the 
South American jungle, money is a rare 
commodity indeed and can make a man 
something of a god. 

The squad takes their little peque-peques, 
their motorized canoes, and heads up the 
river looking for hostiles, whom of course 
they don't know how to identify. And when 
they come on a little clearing with a little 
jungle hut built on stilts on the bank of the 
river, a fisherman's house or an Indian's 
house, they are too embarrassed to admit 
that they have no way of knowing whether 
the people who live there are hostiles or not. 
But they do know that if they say the people 
living there are not hostiles, and the people 
then steal something belonging to the inter- 
national financier, things will not go well for 
them. So they take lunch with the people, 
and when they've finished lunch and still 
can't decide whether or not the people qual- 
ify as hostiles, they just want to leave but 
they can't afford to leave possible hostiles 
there on the river so when they say Thank 
you for the lunch and the chica, the corn 
beer, they shoot the fisherman or the Indian 
and his family and toss the bodies into the 
brush where the myriad of carnivores who 
live in the jungle will finish them off fast. 
That way, if it turns out the people weren't 
hostiles, there will be no evidence they killed 
them. And if they were hostiles, well it’s best 
it’s done. 

And when they’ve spent the two days or 
two weeks it takes to eliminate possible 
hostiles on the river, the three or four or five 
families living there, they report back to the 
local general, who proudly reports back to 
the men who found the land who in turn call 
the investment specialist who calls you 
straight away with the good news that No, 
there are no hostiles on the river. 

There will, of course, be blood on all of 
your Brazil nuts. 

Peter Gorman is a free-lance writer whose 
recently articles include the cover story, on psy- 
chedelics and religion, in the January 1 990 issue 
of High Times. 


HOW RIVERS ARE CLEARED IN THE JUNGLE 
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Steps to a Consensus Decision 



C Ol\f5EN/5U6 6TAND ASIDE BLOCK 


by Mary Beth Nearing 

The Consensus Process of Decision 
Making offers a method for quick decision 
making which can be used by a variety of 
groups. Hand signals and a chronological 
approach to discussions provide time-saving 
techniques. The circular format promotes 
democracy and encourages people to take 
part in the decision, so that the product is 
something they support. The process em- 
powers people to be leaders and to share 
responsibility. 



Call on me 


Elements of Consensus 

The Consensus Process was formalized 
by the Feminist movement in an effort to 
replace Robert's Rules of Order and the ex- 
pectation that one person leads while the 
rest obey. Consensus seeks to involve all 
participants in the discussion and synthesize 
their best ideas into a proposal. Everyone has 
the opportunity to speak. Everyone has veto 
power. All these factors combine to em- 
power people so they are more committed to 
the decision and the work necessary to carry 
it to fruition. This is especially essential in 
civil disobedience, since during "actions" we 
may put ourselves at significant risk and will 
want everyone's deepest commitment. 

The element most critical to successful 
consensus process is shared goals. People of 
diverse backgrounds, life-styles and interests 
can work in consensus if they share goals. 
When the goal of Wilderness is kept firmly in 
mind, personal goals and attachments are 
kept in perspective. People must acknowl- 
edge that the life and goals of the group are 
more important than any one person or any 
one decision. The Consensus Decision 
Making Process is different from "building 
consensus" between two opposing groups 
negotiating on an issue. 

In time, as people gain experience work- 
ing with the process and grow to know and 
care about each other, a sense of community 
develops. Showing up at the agreed upon 
meeting time, sharing responsibility, and 
listening carefully are examples of behaviors 
that display respect for the others. With 
mutual respect and trust comes the ability to 
critique each other on more and more per- 
sonal levels and we can begin to help each 
other grow as individuals. This improves 
group dynamics dramatically and increases 
our collective power. 

The circle format is important both 
practically and symbolically. Sitting in a 
circle allows everyone to see and hear every- 
one else, as well as monitor the emotional 
weather. (How is everyone doing? Are we all 
attentive, or have we lost people due to bad 
feelings or poor communication?) Our 
commitment to work toward our goal as a 
group will move us to interrupt the process to 
bring a disenchanted individual back into 
the discussion. This does not mean an Earth 
First! meeting is the place to work out per- 
sonal problems, but if something in the dis- 
cussion causes someone to check out emo- 
tionally, the group should try to learn what 
the problem is and alleviate it. 

The circle visually demonstrates our 
equality. No one person is leading; rather we 
all create proposals and enact solutions to- 
gether. Individuals must learn to offer their 
strengths and consciously sit back some- 
times to give others room to share their 
strengths or practice new skills. 

The circle demonstrates our unity, 
group strength, and equality to onlookers, be 
they workers, decision-makers, law enforce- 
ment officials or the public. We present a 
united, active, committed front. 

Active listening is essential to good 
process. Body language and eye contact 
indicate active participation when you are 
not speaking. So that everyone feels that 
their comments are being heard, only one 
person may speak at a time. Interruptions are 
not acceptable. Side conversations must be 
redirected, either to be continued as part of 
the group meeting or to be removed from the 
circle. 


Problems in Consensus 

Many people have a bad experience 
with process. Failures are the fault of the 
group or the facilitator, not the process itself. 
For example any single person, if she or he 
can solicit power from the group, can ma- 
nipulate the group to meet her or his own 
agenda. If one person is allowed to fill one 
role exclusively, that person can amass 
power and manipulate the group. Be wary of 
facilitators who express opinions in discus- 
sions. 

As a group you must call "bullshit" on 
such behavior and insist that the individual 
participate in the process or exclude them- 
selves from the group. "Bullshit" is a seldom 
used but essential process call. Times to use 
this call are obvious, and include untruths, 
unwillingness to confront personal behavior 
issues, power tripping, taking group atten- 
tion or resources for personal gain, stepping 
ahead of the group and making decisions for 
the group, or even speaking for the group 
without having been formally empowered to 
do so by the group. 

This is a group of people you choose to 
work with for a specific purpose; no tenet 
says you must work with everyone who 
shows up. Don't waste your valuable time 
trying to solve problems not related to your 
goals. 

Perhaps the most deleterious problem is 
long meetings. Time is like money: you will 
use as much as you have. Individuals must 
monitor comments for both frequency and 
content: "Is this germain, or is it 'me first'?” 
And the group must monitor itself. Begin 
and end on time; use a timekeeper to priori- 
tize and move through the agenda. Diver- 
gent goals, too large a group, or uncomfort- 
able physical conditions can slow a decision 
down. In the case of direct action, a 3 hour 
decision the night before can be accom- 
plished in 30 minutes, or even 3 minutes 
once the action is in progress. Know when to 
call a discussion off. 

We use civil disobedience to attack 
power structures in hopes of a more demo- 
cratic system. To be consistent we must, in 
our group process, question our own power 
structures and dominating relationships. 
Consensus works best for people who truly 
believe in the superior intelligence of the 
"group mind," and are willing to change a 
little along the way in order to incorporate 
new ways of being exemplified by the con- 
sensus process and nonviolence. 



■POINTT OF IN FOR MAT 10 IS/ 

-PERTINENT fact 

Steps in the Consensus 
Process 

1. Introductions 

2. Issue is raised: Why are we here, 
together, now? 

3. Questions — to clarify the issue, and 
make sure we are all discussing the same idea. 

4. Discussion: Bring out all options, 
pros and cons; establish points of disagree- 
ment as well as common ground. Any con- 
cerns should be brought up now (e.g., "I'm 
concerned that we won 'the allowed access to 
the Forest Supervisor if we storm the build- 
ing.") 

5. Proposal: Do not begin a meeting or 
discussion with a proposal. It must be a 
product of a group discussion, and should 
reflect the best ideas, as well as the concerns 
raised. 

6. Friendly amendments: Discuss the 
proposal to make sure everyone shares the 
same understanding. Amendments may be 
added at this time. 

7. Rearticulate (amended) proposal and 
Test for Consensus: As a preliminary to a 
formal request for consensus ask for any 
concerns or reservations, offering one last, 
chance to amend the proposal rather than 
attempt consensus and fail due to a concern 
not adequately addressed. 

8. Formal Consensus: Ask for group 
consensus and use hand signals to indicate 
agreement. Congratulate yourselves! 

9. Details: Decide upon the details of 


timing, site, target, logistics and the image 
you want to create for the media. Resist the 
temptation to spend time on the specifics 
until you have reached a decision. 

10. Process Evaluation: Stress accom- 
plishments and positives, but also bring out 
problems to avoid in the future. This is not 
meant to be another discussion, but a brief 
look at our group process to increase our 
effectiveness in using the process. 

Suggestions for Effective 
Meetings 

Begin a meeting with introductions. 
We need to know each other to develop trust. 
Use intros to discover why people are present 
and what they think about a particular ques- 
tion. Define the question and write it on the 
agenda to help people stick to it. 

Formulate the agenda and rank the 
items (don't spend much time here), and 
assign a time limit to each one. Start with a 
positive item or one that can be dealt with 
quickly to get warmed up. Larger items 
should be broken down where possible. 

Take breaks for stretching or treats, or 
try a Semantics Break — a quick agenda item 
to bring up objectionable language, be it 
sexist, racist, anthropocentric, or violent. 

Announcements should go at the end. 
People tend to deal with them much more 
quickly when they are tired and ready to go 
home than at the beginning. 

Evaluate your use of the process: brain- 
storm a list of pros and cons. Don't evaluate 
the evaluations (all are entitled to their feel- 
ings). The evaluation also provides a sense 
of closure; or sing or do whatever suits your 
group. Evaluation will naturally occur in 
small groups after any discussion, and this is 
good. 

The same applies to actions. This de- 
briefing is most effective when done imme- 
diately after the action with the entire group. 
It helps clarify events, and sharing a few 
laughs can relieve tensions. 

The psychological tone of the meeting 
can have great impacts. This can be set by the 
group, by tradition, orbytheloudestperson. 
Do participants feel welcomed to express 
their feelings? (For example, “I feel an ego 
clash between you two;" or "I am concerned 
about our safety on this blockade if the 
media is not called.”) Is joking and having 
fun allowed? The psychological climate can 
also be affected by the physical comfort of 
the group. This becomes especially evident 
on blockades in inclement weather and as 
people get tired. 

Discussion Techniques 

A Go-Around is used to begin an issue 
that has no obvious beginning, or that may 
be emotionally charged. Simply go around 
the circle, giving everyone an opportunity to 
speak. Pass if you don't have a comment or 
would be repeating one already expressed. 
Passing a smooth stone or other object when 
each speaker is finished saves time on the 
transition between speakers. 

A Brainstorm is a feist and fun way to 
narrow down a big issue, or start from scratch 
on a new agenda item. You'll need a black- 
board, a notetaker and a timekeeper. Allow 
only about 5 minutes, and consider using 
this between long and/or difficult agenda 
items to break things up. Without evaluat- 
ing any ideas, fire words or phrases as fast as 
the notetaker can write them down. Be 
creative; laugh a lot. When you have twenty 
or forty ideas, stop and choose one or two to 
discuss. 

Small Group Discussions can be used to 
allow more speaking time for each person on 
touchy issues. Randomly break up and 
spend a specified amount of time in small 
groups. Then regroup, and have each small 
group report back with a synopsis to begin a 
full circle discussion. 

Very large groups (50-5000) wanting to 
do civil disobedience can use a similar 
Spokeswheel technique to coordinate many 
affinity groups into a cohesive act of CD. 
Two concentric circles are formed with the 
affinity groups in the outer hub, and the 
representatives of each affinity group in the 


center. The people in the outer hub listen but 
refrain from comment unless essential, and 
then through their spokesperson. These 
spokespersons can be formally empowered 
to make binding decisions for their affinity 
groups, or may operate under an agreement 
to return to the small group with a proposal 
for consensus. This latter necessitates one 
more round of the spokes to get agreement 
from all the groups. 

Key Roles in Consensus 

Facilitator — encourages an orderly 
discussion, bearing in mind the steps in the 
consensus process. The facilitator calls on 
hands in the order they are raised, and helps 
to refocus on proposals. The facilitator stops 
time wasting behaviors, such as interrupting 
or rambling, and is respectful but firm. Flexi- 
bility is allowed according to personal style 
and group needs under different circum- 
stances. 

Beware that the facilitator's seat tends 
to take on power. You can help minimize 
this by addressing the entire group, not the 
facilitator. While facilitators must be ser- 
vants of the group and should not be in- 
volved in discussions, there is a provision 
should they need to comment. They must 
formally and physically "Step Aside, " briefly 
comment, and then "Step Back" to demon- 
strate that they are of the circle, with equal 
standing. In the same vein, facilitators must 
not recap the discussion, lest their com- 
ments take on more value than deserved. 
Rotate the facilitator's role among every- 
body. 

Co-facilitator — is a good role by which 
to learn a new skill, working with the facili- 
tator to monitor the group process and keep 
track of hands. The co-facilitator takes over 
if the facilitator needs a break or steps aside 
to comment. 

Timekeeper — helps keep the group 
within the agreed upon time frame and stick- 
ing to priorities set in the agenda. The 
timekeeper can give a half-time, and a 3 
minute warning before indicating time is up. 

Notetaker — keeps record of proposals 
agreed on (more for ongoing meetings than 
actions); records the next meeting time and 
place arid keeps any contact lists generated. 
On an action the notetaker keeps a record of 
everyone arrested. 

Vibeswatcher — also called the Snake, 
this person only surfaces if the group runs 
into emotional weather: tension between or 
among participants, bad feelings after a deci- 
sion, etc. 

For tactical and practical reasons, all 
these roles must be rotated. The more skills 
we gain as individuals, the stronger the 
group becomes. No one should be irreplace- 
able, and no one should be easily identified 
as a mover and shaker by the authorities. In 
consensus we're all movers and shakers! 

Leadership is a role that at times needs 
to be filled. It is a role an individual can step 
into and out of. It is important to be sensitive 
to times when leadership is essential to help 
the group move forward, and other times 
when an experienced person can step out of 
the role to allow an inexperienced person to 
practice a new skill. 


FOCUS 

-9RCEESS FAILURE 

Hand Signals 

A Hand Up means "call on me please," 
and can be relaxed as soon as the facilitator 
catches your eye and acknowledges that you 
have a place in line. This signal must be 
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recognizably different from a Single-Finger 
raised to indicate a "point of information." 

A point of information should not be 
confused with a strong personal opinion. It 
is used to add a pertinent fact or new data to 
the current comment. This slightly different 
hand signal lets the facilitator know to call 
on you immediately so that information 
may be added to what is being said. 

The "silent cheer" is indicated by Two 
Hands Up Fingers Wiggling ["twinkling"!]. 
This shows agreement for the idea being 
expressed without taking the time to be 
called on and speak. This feels silly at first; 
but try it, you'll like it. 

The "focus" or "process" signal is Two 
Hands Raised Facing Each Other. This indi- 
cates a lack of, or need for, focus; also known 
as a "process failure." A process failure could 
be two people talking at once, noise, or 
anything disrupting concentration. 

Thumbs Up indicates "agreement" with 
a proposal. If everyone's thumb goes up, we 
have consensus. 

Thumb To The Side indicates that an 
individual wishes to “stand aside" from the 
decision. The person's concerns were not 
adequately addressed in the discussion and 
resulting proposal. The person will allow the 
decision to be made but will not participate 
in the project. It is best to avoid this situ- 
ation. 

Thumbs Down is a "block” of consensus 
— a definite no. One of the techniques that 
empowers everyone is the block, or veto. 
This would indicate a moral stand and would 
keep the whole group from proceeding. Like 
the "stand aside," this would have come up 
in the discussion, so it should not be a sur- 
prise. It should be very rare. If it comes up 
often for a person, she or he needs to ques- 
tion if her or his goals match the group’s. 



SILENT cheer 

Conclusion 

The consensus process will not suit 
everyone. However, when people share 
goals, leam the techniques and believe in the 
group, the process becomes organic and can 
flow quickly. Currently, there are corpora- 
tions, boards of directors, churches and col- 
leges being run by consensus. The consensus 
process has been used in civil disobedience 
actions with up to 1200 people agreeing! The 
essential openness, personal critiques, mu- 
tual support and group evaluations help us 
grow as individuals even as we keep up the 
fight! 

Mary Beth Nearing is an EF! Nonviolent 
CD Trainer (see Directory) who has been arrested 
during numerous actions in the Northwest. 


The Columbian Legacy: 

We'd Better Start Preparing Now 


by Kirkpatrick Sale 

The official hullabaloo will not begin 
for another two years, but it is not too early 
to start worryingabout it now. Because it will 
be one of the most hyped-up, decked-out 
celebrations of patriotism, pride and privi- 
lege in this age already so well endowed with 
ceremonies of the grotesque, it behooves us 
to be ready to puncture its balloons, deny its 
propaganda and offer truths in place of 
myths. 

The Quincentennial Celebrations of the 
"discovery" of America by Christopher Co- 
lumbus will feature a world’s fair in Sevilla, 
the Olympics in Barcelona, tall ships and 
fireworks in New York and San Francisco 
harbors, special state affairs in every Latin 
American country but Paraguay, and enough 
conferences, speeches, displays, parades, 
boat races, festivals, stamp issues, and statue 
unveilings to reach from one side of the 
Atlantic to the other. All this, even though it 
was not really a discovery (since there were 
already 100 million people living in the New 
World who had discovered it long before, 
and since even some Europeans had landed 
there 700 years earlier); it was not America 
(which name was not coined until 1507 and 
not common until the 17th century), and 
the man's name at the time was Cristobal 
Colon, "Columbus" being a much later 
Latinism fancied by the English. 

This "discovery" was an extremely 
important event, and its anniversary de- 
serves world-wide attention. Not, however, 
because it celebrates the genius of European 
exploration, or the indomitable spirit of 
Western culture, or the opening up of the 
world to rationalism and science and prog- 
ress, or the process by which civilization was 
brought half-way around the world, or the 
act that led to the creation of the United 
States of America. Those reasons are all perni- 
cious. 

Rather, because it offers us the occasion 
to question the entire matter of European 
expansion and colonialism. What better 
time to examine the deleterious conse- 
quences of its five centuries of worldwide 
domination and draw attention to the ca- 
lamitous effects it has had on the original 
people of these continents and the natural 
world they cherished?These500 yea rs pu t u s 
in a unique position to confront the realiza- 
tion of what the results have been of a na- 
ture-hating culture destroying a nature-lov- 
ing culture. 

Columbus was in many ways a perfect 
representative of the culture of Europe, and 
thu s a perfect symbol of what it was and what 
it sent forth. A restless, rootless man, he 
never knew a home, never had a sense of 
place — after a childhood in (probably) 
Genoa, he went to sea for a decade, then 
hopped from Lisbon to the Madeiras to Palos 
to Cordova and on and on. He was deeply, 
and at times quite dementedly, religious, 
convinced of the imminent end of the earth 
and his special mission to take Christianity 
to all the heathens of the world and to take 
back from them their gold so that he might 
spend it on armies to recapture Jerusalem. 
He was thoroughly Eurocentric, never for a 
moment doubting that he, or Spain, had the 
right to find, acquire, exploit, and dominate 
any part of the world. 

He was a man of Europe, especially of 
the early-modern Europe then starting to 


take shape. It was a morbid and death- 
centered subcontinent, still wracked by 
plague, war, disease and famine; a troubled 
and disillusioned subcontinent, with a 
church corrupt from the local high-living 
voluptuary priest up to the murderous and 
venal voluptuary pope, and a loss of faith so 
profound it would lead to schism and the 
Reformation in a few decades; a violent and 
largely heartless subcontinent, where tor- 
tures and killings were the stuff of everyday 
life and the murders of ordinary folk, in 
autos-da-fe in the south and witch-burnings 
in the north, were the stuff of every village 
square. 

It was also a land fashioning the central 
tenets of the culture it was about to launch 
on the world: humanism, for example, and 
the Renaissance belief that man (sic) was the 
measure of all things and (but for angels) the 
highest and best of God's creatures; rational- 
ism, and the Western idea that processes of 
the brain can explain the world; materialism, 
and the concept that the accumulation of 
objects and the wherewithal to purchase 
them was blessed and divine (for the earth’s 
treasures were put there by God for the pleas- 
ure and enrichment of those who could take 
them first and fastest); and nationalism, and 
the proposition that the hierarchical, patri- 
archal state was the proper and inevitable 
instrument by which the few should as- 
semble, and the many submit to, power. 

How sad that it was this culture that 
"discovered," and thereby conquered and 
destroyed, the world. How much better it 
would have been if it had stayed at home and 
spent its prodigious energies trying to resolve 
its own pathologies rather than having them 
set on fleets of armed caravels to be sent 
across the oceans. 

Columbus landed somewhere in the 
Antilles in October 1492 and spent the next 
3 months exploring a land more beautiful 
than he could have imagined. Of one setting 
he wrote: 

Large and very green trees, and great lagoons, 
around which the trees stand in marvelous 
groves. The singing of small birds is so sweet that 
no one could ever wish to leave this place. Flocks 
of parrots darken the sun and there is a marvel- 
ous variety of large and small birds very different 
from our own ... 

Within a year Columbus and a massive 
contingent of Spanish settlers had begun to 
change all that as the trees were cut down to 
make rancheros for imported cattle and sheep 
and soon plantations for sugar and cotton. 
Pigs, goats and horses were allowed to roam 
freely, and as a result destroyed forage, 
trampled native farmlands, and made savan- 
nahs bare. Placer and ore mining silted and 
diverted rivers and denuded mountains. 
Within a decade the face of Espaniola (and to 
a lesser extent Jamaica and Cuba) was wholly 
transformed, and the once-beautiful land 
ravaged. 

Once begun, the process had no end. It 
would be carried to the mainlands, south 
and north, across to the other ocean, and it 
would leave virtually nothing unchanged in 
its path. 

Columbus also wrote of the people he 
encountered, a people subsequently named 
the Taino, who had achieved in the Carib- 
bean one of the most idyllic societies then on 
Earth — one of remarkable stability and 
peace, abundance without labor and social 
harmony. He said: 



They are so affectionate and have so little 
greed and are in all ways so amenable that I 
assure your Highnesses, that there is in my 
opinion no better people and no better land in the 
world. They love their neighbors as themselves 
and their way of speaking is the sweetest in the 
world ... 

Within a year Columbus had estab- 
lished a regime that wrought horrible mas- 
sacres upon these people, enslaving those it 
did not kill, terrorizing those it did not en- 
slave. Several thousand were shipped off to 
Europe, inaugurating a trans-Atlantic slave 
trade that would eventually stamp Europe's 
ugliest mark on three innocent continents. 
Many thousands more succumbed to Euro- 
pean diseases to which they had developed 
no immunity. Not a few chose suicide. 

The population of the Caribbean in 
1492 is now thought to have been 7-8 mil- 
lion, largely on on Espaniola. Within a 
decade there were fewer than a million, 
within another decade a quarter of that; by 
the middle of the 16th century, the Taino 
were extinct. 

That process, too, had no end. It would 
be carried to the mainlands, across to the 
other ocean, and even beyond, and would 
achieve the effective equivalent of genocide. 

That is our Columbian heritage, the 
past that the US honored by making its 
official national symbol Columbia and 
marking every October 12 as an official na- 
tional holiday, the legacy that will once 
more be celebrated in 1992. Itbehoovesusto 
come to understand that heritage, and try to 
assure that all our fellow citizens understand 
it too. 

That is the only way we will ever start to 
shake off this awful thing called Western 
culture which has now, inevitably, brought 
the world to the brink of ecocide. The only 
way that we will ever come round to opening 
ourselves up to the culture, as near as we can 
construct it, of the people native to this land. 

Kirkpatrick Sale is a bioregional writer from 
the Hudson Valley. He is the author o/Dwellers 
in the Land and other books. This article 
appeared in a slightly longer version in Raise The 
Stakes. (See the note on RTS in the book reviews 
of this issue.) 


LOADED LANGUAGE and LOGGING 


I used to say "girls" when referring to 
women. Use of the word 'girl' in reference to 
a woman infuriated my wife, who continu- 
ously reminded me that the term 'girl' had a 
host of values attached it, including a sub- 
liminal message of immaturity when used to 
describe an adult female and thus the infer- 
ence that the individual was perhaps less 
capable. Certainly that was not my intent, 
but my wife's criticism was quite correct. 

In a similar manner we use many value- 
laden words in describing natural resources. 
For example, foresters often refer to trees past 
the age of maximum wood production as 
"overmature." However, to many people, 
including most foresters, the word 'overma- 
ture' has many other connotations as well, 
including that such a forest is declining in 
health. An overmature forest is one skidding 
toward "decadence" — another favorite term 
of foresters. Both "overmature" and "deca- 
dent" are economic, more than biological, 
descriptions. Again, intended or not, these 
terms carry a host of implied values, which, 
biologically speaking, are inaccurate. 

Recent research by forest scientists has 
shown that the time a tree is alive represents 


only a small fraction of its ecological "life" 
and, consequently, of its total biological 
value. Some scientists even suggest that a 
dead tree is more ecologically valuable than 
a live one. In terms of the forest ecosystem, 
there is no such thing as a "decadent” forest. 
To an ecologist, a "healthy" forest is one that 
has dead and dying trees. A timber stand 
"cleaned up by foresters" is a sick forest. This 
is an entirely different view of the forest than 
is implied by the terms 'overmature' and 
'decadent'. 

A stand of dead and dying trees per- 
forms many ecological functions absent in a 
younger stand. The abundant snags in older 
tree stands are homes for cavity nesting 
birds. Many cavity nesting bird species feed 
on insects. Studies have shown that preda- 
tion by birds can reduce insect populations 
to one-fifteenth those of control areas where 
birds are excluded. By removing dead trees, 
we may increase insect populations and 
cause what we inaccurately call an "epi- 
demic." In a natural forest, more dead trees 
would result in more insect eating birds, 
which would in turn help regulate insect 
numbers. When we log a stand with an 


abundance of dead or dying trees on the 
assumption that we are protecting the forest, 
we may in fact be removing some of the 
forest's own defenses. 

Similarly, we almost universally speak 
of fires "destroying" the forest. Yet most 
ecologists would dispute headlines pro- 
claiming so many acres "destroyed" or 
"damaged" by fires; rather, they might talk 
about how a fire has "created" age class 
diversity or "new wildlife habitat." Even 
these terms are value-laden, however, show- 
ing how inadequate our language may be for 
describing such ecological events. It’s hard 
to avoid saying the fires "destroyed" so many 
acres — even if you are conscious of the 
values hidden in that terminology. 

Terminology influences how we per- 
ceive issues. It also affects how we allot funds 
on public land. Since we view dying trees as 
a disaster, we spend huge sums of money to 
keep forests free of disease, insects, fires and 
other natural agents which our language and 
foresters tell us are "destroying" the forest. 
We frequently spend more protecting the 
trees than they are ultimately worth as tim- 
ber, even as we destroy the ecological proc- 


esses that ultimately preserve the forest eco- 
system. The forest is not destroyed by fire, 
blowdown, insects or disease; only the trees' 
value for timber production. 

We need to purge value-laden terms 
from our vocabulary, or at least use them 
more accurately. Foresters know a little — a 
very little — about how to grow trees for 
timber production; they (and the rest of us) 
know almost nothing about how a forest 
grows. A forest is more than trees. It is the 
interrelationships between trees, soils, wa- 
ter, insects, fungi, fire, other wildlife and a 
host of other influences which most of us 
don't even know exist. 

It is not the forest that is "overmature" 
and "decadent"; rather it is the underlying 
assumptions and values engendered by such 
words. Given what we know about the 
complexity of forest ecosystems, such value- 
laden words should be "clearcut" from our 
vocabulary. Perhaps as more women choose 
careers as foresters they will begin to change 
the way the "boys" who have dominated 
forestry think about language and will influ- 
ence the way we view forests. 

— George Wuerthner 
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Brower on the Sierra Club 


The Politics of Environmental Compromise 


ed. note: David Brower wrote this historically important letter following the Sierra Club's 
annual summer conference, at which Dave Brower and Dave Foreman were invited 
speakers. Speaking to the gathered dignitaries and activists, both Brower and Foreman urged 
the Club to stop compromising. After their speeches drew overwhelming approval from the 
audience, Doug Scott gave a speech rebutting the Daves. Readers wanting to know more of 
the history David Brower sketches herein will enjoy his autobiography, For Earth's Sake: 
The Life and Times of David Brower, to be released by Peregrine Smith Books on Earth 
Day 1990, and thereafter to be available from EF! Books. 

July 13, 1989 

From: David R. Brower, 40 Stevenson Ave., Berkeley, CA 94708 

To: Doug Scott, Conservation Director 

Sierra Club, 730 Polk St., San Francisco, CA 94109 

Re: The Sierra Club and Compromise 


Dear Doug: 

At the Sierra Club's International As- 
sembly here in Ann Arbor you listened to my 
"rhetoric" and I listened to your ad vice about 
the real world of decision making. Perhaps 
we're even. We are not, however, in agree- 
ment. Neither of us has yet been persuaded 
by the other, especially on the Sierra Club's 
role in compromise. So under my new phi- 
losophy I need to try to find out where you 
are coming from and what drives you. Or 
what drove you away from where you 
seemed to be coming from when I first knew 
you. Answers to both these questions may 
emerge better from long discussions than 
from an exchange of letters. I think answers 
are needed. Perhaps what follows will stimu- 
late some. 

My thesis is that compromise is often 
necessary but that it ought not originate with 
the Sierra Club. We are to hold fast to what 
we believe is right, fight for it, and find allies 
and adduce all possible arguments for our 
cause. If we cannot find enough vigor in us 
or them to win, then let someone else pro- 
pose the compromise. We thereupon work 
hard to coax it our way. We become a 
nucleus around which the strongest force 
can build and function. 

For a specific example, take the pro- 
posed Grand Canyon dams. You alluded to 
them but missed the point in doing so. We 
said we'd accept no dams. People knew what 
we stood for and gathered around. If we had 
said (or thought) we'd accept one, but not 
two, clarity would have vanished from our 
deeds and faces. People would have seen that 
we were ]ust arguing about how much rape, 
not opposing it. They would have gathered 
elsewhere if at all. 

In 1938 the Sierra Club would have 
given in to Forest Service decision makers 
about the Kings Canyon High Sierra had 
Secretary Harold Ickes not come out to 
stiffen the board's resolve. With a film 
(mine), a book (Ansel's), a brochure 
(Colby's), and a lot of Bulletin articles (many 
authors), we got a national park — in spite of 
opposition by the National Parks Associa- 
tion, The Wilderness Society, Forest Service, 
and California State Chamber of Commerce. 
We then had only 3000 members and World 
War II was under way. (I was working half- 
time for the club at $75 per month.) 

The Sierra Club wanted to compromise 
on the Colorado in 1949. First, Dinosaur was 
just "sagebrush country" not worth fighting 
for. Then Bestor Robinson proposed that we 
go for one dam (Split Mountain), not two, a 
suggestion happily abandoned. The club 


wanted two dams in the Grand provided 
Reclamation first build silt-retainingdams in 
Glen Canyon and on the Little Colorado, 
construct nice tourist facilities for flat-water 
boating on the reservoirs, and slightly en- 
large Grand Canyon National Park. Bestor 
again. He had the directors trying to please 
the decision makers in the Bureau of Recla- 
mation. I fell for it for a year, then climbed 
back up, as did the board. I didn't fall at all 
in Dinosaur. I stayed out of the compromise 
business and persuaded the club to stay out. 

There are no dams in Dinosaur or in the 
Grand Canyon. If I had followed what is now 
your advice there would be two dams in 
each. 

Sol was pretty good, right? No. Because 
I became a wimp, somehow, and let the 
board compromise on Glen Canyon. The 
decision makers put the dam there, and we 
could have stopped them had we refused to 
compromise and simply stood up for our 
own club policy. Instead we pleased the 
decision makers. 

The board compromised on Diablo. 
There are two reactors there. It compromised 
again at Bodega Head — a compromise vio- 
latingclubpolicy. Dick Leonard said, “That's 
our policy but we're not going to do any- 
thingabout it," and we didn't. There's a hole 
in Bodega Head, but not a reactor on it — 
thanks to Dave Pesonen, who would not 
compromise, and had to leave club employ 
because he wouldn't. 

There is massive scenic vandalism along 
the Tioga Road, perpetrated by the decision 
makers of the National Park Service, because 
the club compromised. We could have 
stopped that destruction. There is a highway 
to Copper Creek in Kings Canyon for the 
same reason. It could have remained entirely 
a wilderness national park if the board had 
stood firm. 

The Alaska pipeline, bad though it is, is 
not so bad as it would have been. Four 
organizations joined and won a lawsuit but 
lost in Congress by one vote — Spiro Agnew's 
tie breaker — a law that authorized the pipe- 
line and denied opponents the NEPA rem- 
edy. The pipe might not be there at all, and 
the Valdez spill avoided, had the Sierra Club 
not backed out of the suit in order to play 
Alaska State politics. If the club had lent its 
preponderant weight, we might well have 
got the Canadian railroad alternative — or a 
program of energy conservation under way 
much sooner, a big enough program to 
remove financial feasibility from the pipe- 
line. 

The second Rancho Seco reactor does 


not exist, nor does the pair proposed for Sun 
Desert. Somehow the club was nowhere on 
this. Friends of the Earth, refusing to com- 
promise, came up with the numbers that 
blocked the three reactors. And now, in part 
thanks to those numbers, and the bold pre- 
dictions by Jim Harding, the first Rancho 
Seco has been voted out of action. 

The Sierra Club favored the Peripheral 
Canal, a potential disaster for San Francisco 
Bay and the Delta. FOE opposed the club’s 
proposed compromise and rescued northern 
California. Happily, the next time around, 
the club's Bay Chapter joined Earth Island in 
successful opposition to the "son of the Pe- 
ripheral Canal." In the early years Brock 
Evans thought we had to accept a nuclear 
alternative to the proposed High Hells Can- 
yon dam. We didn't. Mike McCloskey 
thought it impossible to block the decision 
makers’ determination to build the proposed 
Rampart dam on the Yukon. I didn't com- 
promise. Neither dam is there. We stuck to 
our guns and found lots of help. The board 
scolded me for sending Phil Hyde and Paul 
Brooks to the Yukon; they were key to saving 
it. The board scolded me for spending $3500 
from my discretionary fund to get them 
there. The board also scolded me for helping 
David Sive stay on the milestone Storm King 
battle, which I think would otherwise have 
been dropped. The help cost $1500. 

The club folded on the proposed Mam- 
moth Pass highway. Ike Livermore didn't, 
and the road isn’t there. The club folded on 
the superb Jeffrey pine forest at Deadman 
Summit, and on the preservation of the Kern 
Plateau, and we lost both. The club was 
about to accede to the decision makers of the 
Forest Service and ski business in the battle 
for the San Gorgonio wilderness. I did a Paul 
Revere act most of one winter night, the 
board stiffened, and the wilderness is still 
there. We forced different decisions. The 
board was ready to fold on the Disney pro- 
posal for Mineral King. So was I. Martin 
Litton wasn't, and saved the day. I forgot 
how to play Paul Revere and Glen Canyon 
isn't there. 

The Sierra Club compromised enough 
to lose its best antinuclear group. The club 
has compromised enough to be of little force 
or effect in slowing the arms race. The club 
was asked to act four years ago about envi- 
ronmental concerns in Nicaragua, but has 
remained silent. The club backed away from 
saving the California condorin the wild. The 
club did not join in the fight to block the new 
San Onofre reactors (a failure of which, quite 
possibly, could make Southern California 
uninhabitable). The club so misjudges the 
arms race that it discourages the San Diego 
Chapter from protesting in Nevada, as if such 
a global problem must be left exclusively to 
theToiyabe Chapter. The national club, and 
Sierra Club California, seem to think that the 
inexcusable charring of giant sequoias in 
Sequoia National Park and the terminal iso- 
lation of giant sequoias of Sequoia National 
Forest, and the monocultural plantations 
being planted around them, is the province 
of the Kern-Kaweah chapter and severe 
damage continues. The Club thinks that 
stopping the charring of sequoias in 
Yosemite is the business of the Tehipite 
Chapter, and the damage continues. The 
club has not recognized that prescribed 
burning can be conducted properly, as in the 
Calaveras Grove, where the State has pro- 
tected giant sequoias without defacing 
them. 

The Club is so eager to appear reason- 
able that it goes soft, undercuts the strong 
grassroots efforts of chapters, groups, and 
other organizations — as if the new profes- 
sionalization and prioritization requires 
rampant tenderization. I go along with Ray 
Dasmann, when he speaks of those who 
want to appear reasonable to the Fortune 500 
and allies, and who therefore go to lunches, 
or to other lengths, to demonstrate their 
credibility, access, Insidemess, and reason- 
able strategy. Ray says it is a union between 
Bambi and Godzilla. 

Then I get to the crisis of the ancient 
forests and the club's role that is so faltering 
that SCLDF [Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund — 
ed.] had to come to the rescue of the trees by 
hiring a lobbyist. And I think of the rude 
treatment of Dave Foreman, a club invited 
speaker whom the assembly audience had 
admired for his courage, courage which gives 
the club a field to be bolder in, which the club 
should be grateful for. 

Yes, the club has saved millions of acres 
of wilderness, thousands of acres of ancient 
forests, thousands (or millions?) of acres of 
desert, and other very self-satisfying num- 
bers. The club saved them, that is, long 
enough to let later generations keep saving 
them if they can — unless they opt for 
compromise. 



David Brower 


So the glass is half full. 

It is also more than half empty, and 
there's a plugable hole that will remain open 
unless the club gets its courage up. Dave 
Foreman's question is the one we cannot 
dodge. The club didn't create that wilder- 
ness. It helped, more than most I am sure, to 
draw a line around part of it. So we added 
sixty-nine million to the number of acres 
within that line, most of them in Alaska, 
where all we had to overcome was one 
Congressman and two Senators (someone 
else's judgment, spoken to me). Meanwhile, 
twice that number of acres, land that might 
have been preserved as real wilderness, wild- 
ness that did exist, have been lost perma- 
nently. They slipped through the cracks in 
the Forest Service and BLM floors. The club 
had other major campaigns to contend with. 
No books, no film, little in Sierra. No video. 

I don't know which number to accept 
about how much ancient forest we have left, 
or how long it will last at the present acceler- 
ating rate of ecologically illiterate clearcut- 
ting. What I think is the best argument is 
being ignored by those who think compro- 
mise is essential in the real world of decision 
makers. This argument could reach even 
Senator Hatfield and still leave him a friend 
in other critical matters if the club really 
tried. 

That argument, simply stated, is that 
whatever ancient forest is left, and however 
long it will last, the end is imminent. Re- 
sponsible leaders — of the U.S. Timber Serv- 
ice, of logging corporations, of forestry 
schools, and of the Sierra Club — must 
demand that people move to their fallback 
position now. 

What will they do by 1995 or 2000 
when the ancient forests are gone and the 
successors of James Watt covet what is left in 
the national parks? Then it is too late. 

The fallback position should be: 

(1) Stop the export of any but maximum- 
value-added wood products. 

(2) Raise prices as necessary to supply wood 
products from lesser forests and to fund 
massive recycling. 

(3) At public expense, train displaced people 
dependent upon ancient-forest jobs for ca- 
reers with a fliture. 

(4) At public expense, restore derelict forest 
land, but not with monocultures. 

(5) Establish Oregon Volcanic Cascades Na- 
tional Park; let the National Park Service 
protect what the Forest Service refuses to. 

(6) Add the Glacier Peak Wilderness to the 
North Cascades National Park. 

(7) Place all other ancient forests, including 
all giant sequoias in national forests, in a 
biosphere reserve, with a moratorium on any 
impairment pending a five-year study, 
modeled on the Outdoor Recreation Re- 
sources Review, on how best to protect what 
would take from five to thirty centuries to 
replace. 

Sierra Club must stiffen, organize, and 
fight to require that this program begin now. 
We need the equivalent of the club's and 
FOE’s Oust-Watt petitions, publicized with 
full-page ads, segments in 60 Minutes, 20-20, 
Charles Kuralt, Bill Moyers, Dave Foreman 
on The Tonight show, and feature videos for 
VCR owners to buy, copy, and disseminate, 
all with the help of other organizations, with 
Sierra holding off on auto and Chevron ads 
and giving major space to the effort, plus a 
mass-market paperback and Sierra Club 
Save-the-Ancient-Forests traveling vans. 
This needs to be a major campaign, and if the 
club's addiction to priorities gets in the way, 
send such an addiction out to whoever can 
treat it. 

continued on page 28 
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(Parts o/ 7 this article are reprinted from LIVE 
WILD OR DIE *2.) 

Lately we’ve all had to examine where 
we are. Not just because we were infiltrated 
and set up by the feds, but because most of us 
sense that things are somehow different 
now, that they can never really be the same 
again. We have made some sort of transition 
from being the "new kid on the block" to a 
recognizable institution, one that can now 
be singled out as a target for repression. 

In the early days of Earth First!, we were 
the ones who picked the targets. Confronta- 
tions were done on our terms. We could 
always disappear into the background and 
pick up our lives just where we left off. Now 
it is not so easy to blend in. Some of us are 
being harassed in our communities, some 
have even fled to new locations under threat 
of violence. Anybody surprised? I didn't 
think so. 

I was pondering all this lately while 
reading Dave Foreman's last installments of 
Around The Campfire and Dear Ned Ludd 
( EF !, November 1989) I felt compelled to 
respond because I strongly disagree with this 
whole notion Dave is laying down: that you 
have to conform to society to be an effective 
wilderness activist, or that you can't be a 
casual monkeywrencher. He seems to be 
saying CD and monkeywrenching are some- 
how different from each other and are done 
by different kinds of people. 

And what’s all this talk about obeying 
laws? Avoiding illegal drugs? Simon and 
Garfunkel? Give me a break! Are guarding 
against becoming a "jail junkie" who "hun- 
gers for excitement" or a monkeywrencher 
who is "captivated by the intoxication of 
destroying machines" and the dangers of 
falling into a "delirium" really burningissues 
for us to be considering at this time?Q've 
never known a jail junkie or a delirious 
monkeywrencher. It doesn’t sound like 
anybody I have met in Earth First! But I have 
met various people who have done one or 
more of the actions Foreman describes. I 
consider them all responsible people who 
each have something important to contrib- 
ute.^ 

'Hell, I've been arrested more times than 
most Earth Firstlers that I know, including 
two times in the last three months: at the 
World Bank's annual meeting for protesting 
their funding of mega dams and genocide, 
and for protesting US backing of the murder- 
ous dictatorship in El Salvador. Yet I also get 
a thrill from the sound of several people 
spiking trees in unison deep in the old- 
growth forests. I even get a warm fuzzy 
feeling when 1 lick a stamp to send off a letter 
to my representative in Congress. Those 
feelings are good, but they have never been 
the motivation for action in and of them- 
selves. Enjoying those feelings doesn't nec- 
essarily make you a junkie. 

I have seen and heard a lot lately about 
how we are supposed to act now that the FBI 
is watching us, and how we should walk a 
straight fine or become more secretive. I 
remember when the Yippies were being infil- 
trated during the 1972 Democratic and Re- 
publican national conventions. The saying 
then was that infiltrating the Yippies was like 
infiltrating a marshmallow. We had no 
perimeter to defend, everyone just naturally 
looked out for each other without much 
secrecy. Infiltration never was a successful 
tactic with the Yippies, and neither should it 
be with Earth First! 

That we are now targets for campaigns 
by the government is a testimony to our 
effectiveness. It means we are getting 
people's attention. There is now political 
hay to be made by dealing with the Earth 
First! "problem." As we are stereotyped and 
vilified, others see us as eco-warriors. We 
started out declaring that we would say what 
needed to be said no matter what the politi- 
cal realities. Now that the heat is on, should 
we change? 

We are ourselves responsible for the 
way we are seen by the public. We deliber- 
ately served up a tough image of Earth First! 
to the mass media. Even in its distorted and 
inflated state, we have accomplished much 
of what we have tried to achieve to this end. 
We are the environmental extremists that 
everyone now uses as a reference point. The 
question that remains is: Are we still in 
control? Have we been involuntarily trans- 
formed by what has happened to us, or are 
we now making deliberate and conscious 
adjustments to the ever changing situation 
as we advance the struggle to build a move- 


ment? The answer lies in how you view the 
present. Is it a crisis, or is it an opportunity? 

It doesn’t matter if you're into Civil'S 
disobedience, monkeywrenching or square \ 
dancing, the most important consideration 
is to maintain personal control and self re- I 
spect. When we decide to confront the/ 
powers that be, we can maintain some con- 
trol by assessing and accepting the risks 
involved, and by taking the necessary steps 
to minimize our exposure to the unexpected . 
This is our personal responsibility, but being 
cautious or pragmatic as opposed to impul- 
sive or foolhardy has little to do with it. Risks 
are often necessary and unavoidable, and we 
cannot begin to quantify, much less elimi- 
nate, the risk involved in challenging the 
system. At some point we have to accept this . 

I know people who think putting their name 
on the Earth First! mailing list is a foolish risk. 
Whatever risks we take, we accept the conse- 
quences. 

I studied avalanches back in the days 
when I aspired to become a back-country ski 
ranger. My instructor once told me that if I 
wanted to be completely sure that a slope 
wouldn't slide and bury me if I tried to ski 
down it, I should stay the hell off of it. 
Nobody goes skiing in the back-country 
without coming to grips with the possibility 
of a disaster. In some cases we jump into the 
chute even though we don’t know what will 
happen to us. We accept a higher risk factor 
because of the rewards offered. 

A friend of mine died unexpectedly 
several summers ago when he slipped and 
fell from a glacier in the Grand Tetons. I 
remember my inability to see or feel it as a 
tragedy. This was because I knew he lived to 
climb mountains, and that the risk of falling 
»ras an accepted part of mountaineering. So 
\when I hear of a person being arrested for 
ecotage, I don't want to see that as a tragic or 
negative event. I want to see it as an affirma- 
tion that there is a struggle, that there is a 
movement, and that there are people who 
are willing to take risksAThey are raising the 
stakes. They deserve oursupport, but not our 
pity. The last thing they would want is for us 
to back off now because they have fallen 
victim to the police state. Many people who 
have been jailed will testify that you are not 
out of the movement when you are behind 
bars, you are sometimes at the very center. 

I am not arguing that the risks we now 
face for fighting back should be accepted as 
normal. We need to challenge the hypocrisy 
of a legal system that is exemplified by the 
Orwellian Department of Justice and the FBI. 

Is it now too risky to advocate wilderness? Is 
the state, in trying to isolate us from the 
mainstream, seeking to cast us as a threat to 
society in order to maintain their control? If 
so, don't we have to challenge the whole 
system, or at least the parts of it that threaten 
us with extinction by holding both us and 
^qatufe captive. 

<Qt is us and them. And we often knowW 
who they are. The enemies of wilderness are fe- 
also the enemies of freedom and democracy. ” 
They want to keep women and certain ethnic 
.groups in the underclass This is the same 
I powerful elite that forcefully establishes 
large monocultural plantations for chemi- 
cally dependant, soil depleting agribusiness 
l on the ancestral lands of El Salvador<^om- 
plaining about the illegal aliens flooding 
into our country without examining the 
causes of poverty in Central America and the 
deadly results of US military intervention is 
. inexcusable^If we don't address the causes 
[and insteacTblame the victims, we risk being 
1 no different than the racist white South Afri- j 
Icany 

N^Vhile I too believe wilderness is the key 
to the survival of this planet, I think that the 
reasons for the bulldozer up in Silver Creek or 
the oil rig up in the Badger-Two Medicine 
just might be closely linked to the lack of 
control we have over our own lives and our 
own communities. And much of this power- 
lessness is due to the relentless efforts of an 
elite, aggressive, and authoritarian govern- 
ment backed by a corrupt legal system) They 
control the industrial output of this country 
just as Ceaucescu once controlled the indus- 
trial output of Rumania. So we know who 
they are, just as the Salvadoran insurgent 
knows who his enemy is. Martin Luther King 
Jr. might have offered that if you have polari- 
zation below, you need to bring it up to the 
surface and see if it can stand the scrutiny of 
broad daylight. That does not necessarily 
lead us directly into creating Ayatollahs and 
Hitlers, as Foreman seems to be suggesting. It 


can also lead to a resolution. 

Monkeywrenching is just a term for a 
form of resistance to ecological terror; it is 
not, as Foreman would have us believe, a 
codified way of life akin to chivalry. The 
term itself may not be in need of a new 
definition. It can still be done in many 
different ways, some of which are entirely 
legalNjf monkeywrenching is defined as just 
knocking off an occasional bulldozer or spik- 
ing an occasional tree while the wholesale 
destruction of the planet continues un- 
abated, can you really call that strategic 
while deriding a non-violent protest as 
merely symbolic?^ 

Crazy Horse could kill soldiers in batt le 
but hecouldn't stop them from coming back 
“sfrongef. I believe he understood this, and 
■firknew you don't always fight just to win. 
Sometimes you fight in order to survive, and 
other times you fight just because you think 
it's the right thing to do. Although you don't 
get to make the odds, the choice to fight, who 
to fight and how to fight is yours alone. No 
one can take that away from you. 

Many Earth Firstlers seem to blame the 
-whole human race for the current ecological 
crisis. I don't understand this collective 
conspiracy of the consumer theory that 
seems to say that we are all equally respon- 
sible for the destruction of the planet. There 
is a reason that you can’t buy a daily newspa- 
per made of recycled fiber or a quart of fresh 
carrot juice in a returnable jar. There is a 
conspiracy, but I doubt that consumers have 
had much to do with it. The plastics plant 
that exploded last month in Louisiana kill- 
ing hundreds of workers because of un- 
trained, poorly paid and understaffed work 
crews is owned by the same group of poison- 
ers that has bribed and swindled and coerced 
people across this country to prevent com- 
munities from passing recycling laws. They 
also drill off our coasts and invade our wilder- 
ness areas. They also corrupt our political 
process. They have names like EXXON, 
DuPont and Louisiana-Pacific. We can't save 
the wilds without confronting them. And I 
don't think we can do it without making 
alliances with all the other people who are 
victimized at each stage of this evil process, 
from land rights activists fighting the extrac- 
tion industries to the suburban housewives 
fighting the toxic wastes that end up in all of 
our air and water. 

We may be, as Foreman says, a society oA 
laws, and probably always have been. But \ 
the legitimacy of a law lies not in how it ) 
conforms to existing codes or documents, 7 
but how it conforms to your own moral 
values system, you nave tne rignt to aisre-l] 
gard any law that comes in direct conflict kp 
with principles you hold as inviolable. You | * 
may indeed have a responsibility to make/ 
sound moral choices, but certainly no one) 
can make them for you. I would not be so 1 
quick to condemn a shoplifter or a pot j 
smoker for getting busted on the way to a W 
protest ora legislative hearing so long as they P 
took full responsibility for their actions. To ] 
some, getting high can be a direct action/ 
against mind control. / 

Our strategy should be to try and build 
a movement of active people that can relate 
to the words Earth First! on a deep and 
personal level — people who want to be 
active. We must be organized and reach out 
to others who share our goals. Movements’) 
can be organized and still be decentralized; 
they can be spiritual and still be pragmatic. 
They can be dead serious and still be fun. 
Indeed they have to be all that and more if 
they want to be successful. I am wary of a 
tendency by some in our movement toward 
weeding out those elements that don’t con -[ 
form to rigid thinking. 

The key to our strength will not be our 
diversity so much as our integrity. Diversity 
alone is meaningless. Respecting each other 
and working together will be the key to 
successful movement building. Isolating the 
opposition and confronting them directly 
will be the key to reaching our goals. Trying] 
to isolate people within our own movement, 
as Foreman seems to be doing by his relent-l 
less labeling, is counterproductive and does a’ 
disservice not only to those he is trying to 
discredit, but to him and the whole move- 
ment as well. 

I don't think Earth First! has really 
changed much. For the individual it will 
continue to be risky to openly support or 
participate in the Earth First! movement. It 
will also be risky not participating in what 
could be the last chance to save the Earth. 
Today it is widely understood that the Earth 
will cease to support complex forms of life 
like ourselves if drastic changes are not made 
soon. As more people become involved, it 
will be more important than ever for move- 
ments like ours that support ecological as 
well as social democracy to be heard above 
the din of an increasingly cautious environ- 
mental movement that doesn't want to rock 
the boat. 

Now is not the time to hangup our pearl 
handled monkeywrenches, but a time to 
recommit ourselves to dropping them in the 
gears of the appropriate machinery. Revers- 


ing this holocaust will take much more than 
preserving a few wilderness areas and stop- 
ping a few development projects. It will take 
more than individual action. 

Wide-scale global atmospheric changes 
are now occurring and will soon affect every 
aspect of each life on this planet, whether we 
choose to participate in the deadly process or 
not. Cooperation between all sectors of 
society and every region on Earth is now 
more than ever essential to planetary sur- 
vival. The rapid growth of ecological move- 
ments around the world offers some hope 
that this can somehow be achieved. The 
odds may not be in our favor, but our sur- 
vival, and the survival of our planet, depends 
on it. 

I hope other Earth Firsters will not be- 
come dispirited by the recent wave of repres- 
sion, but will see this as an opportunity to 
address some of the root causes of the envi- 
ronmental crisis, and see how they are linked 
to the present distribution of wealth and 
power. 

Another issue I want to bring up is the 
Earth First! Journal itself. For some time now 
there has been a lot of discussion about the 
direction and quality of the paper among the 
grassroots. Opinions vary from people who' - ' 
think it has been taken overby mutant Aryan 
Nazi's, that John Davis is from another 
planet, to people who simply think it isn’t as 
funny or as inspiring as it used to be. And, 
although I was very grateful that Tom Skeele y 
had brought up some of these concerns in his 
recent meeting with John in New York, I was 
very disappointed byjohn’s purely defensive 
reaction to the friendly criticism that Tom 
offered. 

The response from the Journal seemed 
to be that the criticisms are not based on any 
sound reasoning. John continued by stating 
that not only will there be no changes in the 
Journal, but the focus in the future will be 
even narrower. He complained that they 
weren 't getting contributions of funny mate- 
rial. To cap it off, he referred to Howie 
Wolke's Grizzly Den essay, which repeats 
many of the sentiments of Foreman's earlier 
Around the Campfire piece, by saying it 
"says what needs to be said." 

I'm sorry, but I think that both Dave's 
and Howie's pieces are irrelevant to the dis- 
cussion about the Journal. To my knowl- 
edge, pot smoking hippies and shoplifting 
anarchists have never been a problem at 
Earth First! demonstrations, nor has anyone 
shown any noticeable lack of thoughtful- 
ness. Does Howie really believe that people 
actually "dress like punks and hippies?" In 
most or tne i-'acinc iNortnwest, people would 
think that Howie "dressed like a cowboy," 
but certainly they would not send him home 
from a demonstration to change.clothes 
because he was scaring hippies away. Even 
image conscious Greenpeace doesn't tell you 
how to dress for a demonstration. And has 
he really ever tried to get a noted biologist to 
come to an Earth First! action where he or she 
might be beaten up or arrested? And has he 
ever tried to organize a demonstration with- 
out the help of a few dope smokin' hippies? 

I can't believe that Dave and Howie are 
now worried about alienating potential sup- 
porters. I think for them to advise others on 
how not to alienate possible supporters is a 
little hypocritical in light of statements that 
they have both made recently. We have 
received more damaging criticism and lost 
more support from people whom we should 
be working with from statements they have 
made than from anyone within Earth First!. 
Dave has still not responded directly to his 
critics on issues such as illegal immigration 
and the politics of the Ethiopian famine. 
Maybe better he should spend some time 
doing this than using space in the Journal to 
attack Earth Firsters he sees as straying from 
the party line. 

Alienation is not even an issue here. I’ve 
always felt it was more important to say what 
you think rather than temper your words to 
appeal to the broadest audience. The ques- 
tion is not so much being able to say any- 
thing you want, but in sticking to the issues. 
Talking down to people you see as hippies 
and pondering whether or not AIDS has any 
positive benefits might be speaking your 
mind, but it sure the hell isn't going to make 
it any easier to organize a movement. 

It is no wonder that many grassroots 
Earth First! activists are increasingly seeing 
the Journal staff as an entrenched, isolated 
bureaucracy that has little connection to the 
movement at large. Davis's editorial seems 
to confirm that when he states that if we 
don't like the way things are, we can start our 
own newspaper. This was similar to 
Foreman's reaction when we came under 
criticism for his by now well-known position 
on immigration. Never mind addressing the 
charges or opening up a dialogue, just man 
the barricades. 

While today's Journal seems to feel it 
has every right to run things however it sees 
fit because it is a separate entity within the 
broader movement, in my mind, this was not 
always so. At the second annual Round River 
continued on page 28 
Page 27 Earth First! February 2, 1990 





"A frequent suggestion to solve the 
US's illegal immigrant problem is to have a 
national photo-identity card system. Those 
who prize individual liberty may lose it be- 
cause of this menacing problem. And while 
not all nations with effective identity sys- 
tems are repressive dictatorships, all repres- 
sive dictatorships do want effective identity 
systems. 

"Secondary and tertiary effects of 
human population often go unnoticed or 
unrecorded. British scientists Peter Churcher 
and John Lawton studied cats' effects on 
wildlife. By extrapolation they estimated 
that Britain's 5 million house cats annually 
kill about 70 million small animals. 

**Those attempting to stop voluntary 
abortions, self-styled Right to Lifers, have the 
rallying cry, "Adoption not abortion." Of 
the 1,500,000 unwanted pregnancies that 
are carried to term, less than 2% are adopted. 
The remainder are kept by single mothers, 
most of whom are unfit for parenthood. 
Another 1,500,000 unwanted pregnancies 
result in abortions; the birth of these addi- 
tional unwanted children would place a stag- 
gering burden on the environment, social 
welfare system and taxpayers. 

"Population growth in the US is more 
devastating than anywhere else on Earth. We 
comprise 5% of the world population yet 
consume 33% of all resources. .One Ameri- 
can consumes total products equal to 100 
Bangladeshians. We use up to 4 times as 
much water per capita as Europeans. 


Brower . . . 

continued from page 26 

We need another David Simons, but 
Springfield, Oregon, cannot be expected to 
produce another. The Sierra Club must find 
one, discard its hubris, learn anew how to 
listen, abandon its obsolete conventional 
wisdom (a redundant term), and get a move 
on. As I said while leaving on May 3, 1969, 
Nice Nelly won't get the job done. 

David Simons came up with the bold 
idea of an Oregon Volcanic Cascades Na- 
tional Park, an idea that died with him. 
Where is the innovative courage he had? 
Imagine, if you will, how reformed the Forest 
Service would have become had the club 
picked up that ball. It didn't. The kind of 
people who had been Muir's opponents, the 
proliferating Disciples of Pinchot, can now 
perceive that the club is willing to compro- 
mise, and thus propose a scheme that hardly 
delays the rate of cutting and eviscerates our 
hard -won ability to litigate when the govern- 
ment becomes irresponsible. 

That, at least, is the way I read it, as do 
many people in other organizations under- 
cut by the Sierra Club. Yes, the club can thus 
preserve access, remain an insider, be cred- 
ible, and appear reasonable in the world of 
decisions. But what has the club lost for the 
world? Thousands, perhaps millions of 
endangered species. Those are the plants and 
animals not yet identified, but up for sacri- 
fice if the club lets those priceless ancient 
forests vanish, while the board and staff 
deliberate, so often behind closed doors, 
about priorities and black bottom lines. 

Then there's the matter of SCCOPE's 
[Sierra Club Committee On Political Education 
— ed. ] backing away from its most important 
function — exerting the major influence it 
should in all conscience have found means 
to exert in the presidential election. Cer- 
tainly the club could have found a way to do 
so without troubling funders, and die-hard 
Republicans need to be troubled — about 
their party's environmental record. I hope 
you remember the reaction of the audience 
to my remark, "Thank George Bush for say- 
ing he is an environmentalist, and thank 
him again when he becomes one." You liked 
it well enough to repeat it. The Sierra Club 
members liked it both times. But where was 
the club leadership when it had a chance to 
give the country someone better to thank? 
Think how lonely Bill Reilly must now feel! 

Perhaps you can understand why some 
people are contemplating full-page ads 
wondering what has become of John Muir's 
Sierra Club, and asking me about it. I fully 
expect another computer message from John 
Muir (via his hacker), threatening once again 
to resign as founder of the Sierra Club. 

In my mountaineering days I learned 
that when one is lost, one must stay calm. 
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"World refugee population has swol- 
len from 9.9 million in 1984 to 14.4 million 
in 1 988 and is expected to continue rising as 
ecologic and economic deterioration 
spurred by overpopulation accelerates in 
Third World countries. President Bush, 
paying off political debts to the far right, in 
August 1989 denied funds to the UN Popula- 
tion Fund and forbad federal assistance to 
terminate unwanted pregnancies. 

"Tropical forests are distributed among 
70 developing nations, but three — Brazil, 
Indonesia and Zaire — contain nearly half 
the total. These three nations have higher 
than average birth rates, exerting strong 
political pressure for exploitation of these 
forests. 

"The Supreme Court's recent anti- 
choice decision has set off the greatest cycle 
of repressive birth control legislation in 50 
years. Some of the more zealous want to 
outlaw all advertising of contraceptive de- 
vices. Becoming a member of one of the 
freedom of choice organizations is an effec- 
tive way to fight such repression. 

"Some idea of what real overpopula- 
tion means can be understood by comparing 
the delta region of Louisiana, which contains 
45,177 square miles, and the delta region of 
Bangladesh, which contains 55,598 square 
miles. The former has a population of 
4,500,000 and the latter 104,000,000. Lou- 
isiana has a population growth rate of 1.1% 
and Bangladesh 2.7%. 

"California is experiencing what is 
thought to be the highest growth rate in any 
state's history. It is fueled by large numbers 
of immigrants from Latin America and Asia, 
and the high birth rates among these jmmi- 
grants. 

"The Population Reference Bureau 
reports world population rising faster than 
previouslyprojected. Itwas 5 billion in 1987, 
passed 5.1 billion in 1988, and is expected to 
pass 6 billion in 1998. 

"Barber Conable, World Bank Presi- 
dent, is distressed that despite the "magni- 
tude and severity" of rapid population 
growth, the US has decreased contributions, 
from $290 to $ 200 million, to alleviate popu- 
lation problems. 

— Tom Stoddard 


retrace steps to the last known landmark, 
and proceed from there on a different course. 

Has the club leadership lost its way? 
Remember the members' response to the two 
Daves. Standing ovations. Again and again 
members have asked me to "tell it like it is to 
the club," based on what I have learned in 
,fifty-one years of fighting what Muir fought 
for. You can see from this letter how much 
I held back in my Ann Arbor talk. 

You too received a standing ovation. 
How much did that applause come from 
your telling it like you thought they'd like to 
hear it? You told them how good they are, 
and what they ought to do next week to 
empower themselves. But you told only five 
hundred listeners out of the five hundred 
thousand members. Isn't this something Si- 
erra should long since have provided the 
background on, monthly, not bimonthly, if 
the club is to exert its strength on issues so 
important? How much applause was linked 
to your talk being the final one in a great 
conference? 

Do you feel as confident as you sounded 
that you are doing everything right and need 
no new ideas? Can you tell this alleged 
what's-his-name-reincarnate, what has 
driven you from the damn-the-torpedoes 
man you were for the Alaska Coalition? Did 
you like the splendid idea of the Chico 
Mendes award, or Mike McCloskey’s bold 
move to get people to vote environmentally 
with their dollars? You didn't say so. At a 
time like this, before the club's international 
assembly, should you appear to believe that 
existing strategies are adequate? Perhaps I 
wasn't listening carefully enough. 

In any event, I am troubled for you and 
the club — troubled enough to write a letter 
like this, with copies to people I think care 
and may want to let you know. 

Incidentally, I'd like to see our ex- 
change in my autobiography if you think it 
can help. People might understand several 
current problems better, instead of having to 
rely on what the book on the club history has 
muddied so' badly, as opposed to what you 
reported in the Sierra Club: A Guide. 

I know we agree on many things — 
especially that the Earth's present brief ten- 
ants are indeed the last who will have the 
opportunity to know wildness as we have 
known it, unless we pass it on. Perhaps you 
Will also agree with the Alwyn Rhys quote 
Amory Lovins dug up, with a new twist: 
When you have reached the edge of the 
abyss, the only progressive move you can 
make is to turn around and step forward. 

You have made great contributions, 
and I know there are greater to come. 

Sincerely, Dave. 


Ah, the start of a new decade! The last 
decade of this century and perhaps the last 
decade of rampant destruction by man. Let's 
help make it so. 

At the start of every year it's proper to 
talk about goals, resolutions and all that. I 
don't usually, but since this is the decade of 
the environment, I'll stoop to it. 

Like any good American should, I spent 
the New Year's holiday in Mexico. Went for 
a walk one day out on a sand spit that (during 
low tide) connects an island with the main- 
land. It was a nice warm day, wind moving 
the tide in just right. Sea-birds wheeled in 
the air. The sand was covered with shells. As 
I walked, collecting shells for a lady friend 
back state-side, it occurred to me how mean- 
ingless we humans really are in the grand 
scheme of things. In the vast timelessness of 
sea meeting desert — a landscape that is still 
a lot of Mexico — it's hard to worry about 
humans mining the planet. We'll leave our 
mark (ugly to be sure) and then either we'll 
clean it up or Mother Earth will have to do it. 
Either way, the tide will still hit the beach 
every morning. 



Roadkill . . . 

continued from page 27 

, Rendezvous, a meeting was held of the so 
called "Earth First! circle," and among the 
many issues discussed was the Earth First! 
newsletter. At the time, the newsletter was a 
small, low budget affair whose primary func- 
tion was to keep the relatively few Earth First! 
activists in touch with each other. Those 
assembled, including myself, agreed that the 
newsletter should be expanded into a tabloid 
format in order to reach a wider audience. 
Pete Dustard was chosen as the new editor, 
replacing Susan Morgan, and the new Jour- 
nal office was set up at Ken Sanders' house in 
Salt Lake City. It was here that the Journal as 
most of us know it came into being. It 
reflected the spontaneity, the outrage, the 
sense of humor and the irreverence of the 
people who were involved . While not taking 
itself too seriously, it still concentrated on 
the issues. 

I was heavily involved in those early 
days of the Journal in Salt Lake City. I took 
out the paper's first bulk mail permit in 
Jackson, Wyoming, where the paper was 
mailed out until the entire operation was 
later moved to Ely, Nevada. This move, by 
the way, came about after a particularly nasty 
disagreement between Pete Dustard and the 
rest of the circle over whether to continue 
running the Dear Ned Ludd column. The 
dispute was settled when Dustard resigned 
and Dave Foreman and Bart Koehler took 
over as co-editors. The paper was eventually 
incorporated as a business for the purposes of 
keeping paperwork to a minimum. Since 
then the Journal has gone on to become an 
important part of Earth First!. 

I have had many happy moments work- 


Then the reality of being back in the 
states. Truck’s broke, I’m not far from it, 
planet's going to hell in a hand basket, lady 
friend is a lady friend no longer and I've got 
this pile of shells sitting on the floor of my 
office! Nice decade, and it's only just started! 
When I'm in a bind I usually look at the past. 

I looked first at the anti-nuke move- 
ment of the 1970s: Other than a few plants 
stopped here and there (mostly in the Mid- 
west), and things slowed down for a while, 
the anti-nuke movement didn't really ac- 
complish much. In fact, no movement since 
the civil rights movement has really made 
much "progress." Why? Because they spent 
too much time bitching and not enough 
time doing. I remember meetings in the mid- 
70s when 75 people would spend more than 
two hours to decide if “ne" should be used in 
press work instead of "he” or "she". You 
can't get anything done that way. One of the 
things that attracted me to the EF! move- 
ment was that folks remembered the past 
enough to avoid that pitfall. 

Well folks, we are approaching that pit 
fast. We've only a few months before spring 
starts and with it another season's work. We 
need to be planning so we are in the forests 
when spring hits, not 

arguing about who is or isn't in Earth First!. 

There will probably be several meetings 
before spring that will pull together experi- 
enced activists to "chart our course." Al- 
though we all hate meetings, there is impor- 
tant work that needs attending to. Those 
who can add a constructive voice to these 
"circles" should attend. Let's hug at the 
door, battle out where we are going (agree to 
disagree or whatever), hug again when we 
leave, and then head fortrees, the cactus, the 
sea. Action is what we need, not reaction! 

As the environment unravels more and 
more quickly, more and more people will 
jump on the environmental bandwagon. 
This is great. But, "To thine own be true." 
Don't let yourself be pulled more directions 
than you want to go. Don't be afraid to say 
no to issues that others are working on and 
that dilute your time for wilderness. No one 
can do a great job on many different issues at 
once. It's the activist's dilemma. 

We need new ideas on ways to bring 
money into the movement. Being media 
darlings presently, we should be able to find 
sources for funding outside the movement, 
and we need to use all we have for directly 
saving wilderness. Right now, movement 
monetary resources are low. 

And now a little hom tooting: Dakota 
Sid Clifford and I will lead spring and fall 
Green Fire tours this year (see Bulletins this 
issue). For information, write: Green Fire 
tour, Box DB, Bisbee, AZ 85603. Or call 
(602) 624-3196. 

— Roger Featherstone 


ing on the paper as it covered the beginnings 
of the movement, and as it moved from Ely 
to Chico, California and then later on to 
Tucson, Arizona. My original vision of the 
Journal was as an organizing tool to help link 
up new people with the rest of the Earth First! 
movement. I saw it as a call to action as well 
as a vehicle for expressing diverse points of 
view on the nature of ecological activism. 
Over the last few years, however, I have 
grown more and more disappointed with the 
general editorial direction of the Journal. I 
haven't distributed any copies to potential 
supporters since the summer of 1985, when 
it became clear to me that the Journal's 
editors were not nearly as interested in or- 
ganizing a radicle ecology movement as they 
were in putting out a thinly disguised journal 
on environmental ethics. 

I have heard many comments on the 
Journal's long, often boring articles on phi- 
losophy, and conservation biology, on the 
grey pages full of small type, the dark photos 
and the drab layout and those line drawings 
of wildlife (which would be better better 
suited for a local Audubon newsletter); it has 
long since ceased to be the type of publica- 
tion that I would give to someone who knew 
little or nothing about Earth First! It still has 
lots of good writing, but you really have to 
wade through a lot jibber-jabber. 

My reason for writing this long dia- 
tribe was because I wanted to raise some 
issues. These are but a few of my thoughts on 
the issues that I feel we should tackle in the 
1990s. 

— Mike Roselle, Box 83, Canyon CA 
(415) 843-8243 




Products for a 

(The following is written in response to 
a Bulletin in the last issue of Earth First! 
which gave a plug for "Seventh Generation, 
a socially responsible, Vermont-based com- 
pany, offering a catalog of environmentally 
safe products.") 

As the 20th anniversary of Earth Day 
approaches, and a rising concern for the 
planet's health rumbles across the land, new 
businesses will sprout from the compost of 
such consciousness. All of these businesses 


Healthy Planet? 


clean up the planet. Part of their success 
depends on dirtying up the planet, such as 
relying on the production of electricity 
(including solar) for their offices and ware- 
house, reliance on a notoriously dirty system 
of fossil-fuel based transportation to deliver 
their products, and the production of several 
products that even George Bush would claim 
the planet can do without. Bu 1 1 will begin on 
the bright side of their business: toilet paper. 

Seventh Generation sells a 2-ply toilet 


planet ("Tired of searching for your keyhole 
in the dark?" says the catalog)? And what 
about a solar-powered "house number” that 
burns brightly all night ("Don't make your 
friends guess where you live.")? Do nylon 
"Cool Caps," complete with a tiny battery 
and solar-powered fan above your forehead, 
really help the planet. They are superfluous 
junk on an already cluttered planet. 

Seventh Generation is also selling a trip 
to the rainforests of Costa Rica: "Come see 


will claim to "benefit" the environment in 
some particular way, and some of them just 
might, though benefiting the environment 
is an entirely different matter from simply 
not harming it. Claims of environmentally 
"healthy" products or services, however, 
should not lift a business above scrutiny by 
consumers, especially those of us who con- 
sider ourselves radical environmentalists. 

One of the newest businesses to begin 
surfing the wave of environmental con- 
sciousness is Seventh Generation, formed in 
1988 and located in South Burlington, Ver- 
mont. According to their catalog, the com- 
pany was born "out of the fru stration of idly 
standing by while the environment rapidly 
deteriorated around us." They go on to say 
"It's a unique and delightful experience to 
have our success hinge on how well we help 
you, our customers, clean up the planet!" 
That is a strong and somewhat arrogant, 
misleading claim. Only a portion of their 
success hinges on helping their customers 


paper made from 100% recycled paper. I 
know of few people who have given up toilet 
paper for a more environmentally respon- 
sible alternative (fresh snow, leftover pan- 
cakes; but that's another column); and it is a 
fact that every ton of recycled paper saves 1 7 
trees, 7000 gallons of water and 4100 kilo- 
watt hours of the dreaded juice. Seventh 
Generation is one of only a few sources for 
recycled toilet paper that keeps my visits to 
the outhouse less of a planetary burden. 

One of our most easily changed habits is 
accepting a new bag each time we buy some- 
thing from a store. Among the most offen- 
sive companies in this department is "Ames" 
of New England, which offers only plastic 
bags and insists on bagging even the tiniest 
of purchases, unless you are aggressive in 
refusing the bag. Seventh Generation offers 
reusable cotton string bags which gracefully 
solve the problem. 

But will someone please tell me how a 
"solar keychain" contributes to a healthy 


for yourself the incredible beauty and diver- 
sitythat'satrisk." How does flying in a jet for 
several thousand miles, and then driving 
around for a few hundred more, contribute 
to a healthy planet? We cannot have it all. 
Seventh Generation is basically selling us the 
status quo in a different set of clothes, rather 
than promoting the kind of radical lifestyle 
changes necessary to really help the planet. 
Energy-efficient lightbulbs ($18) and toilet 
dams are not a part of the solution, but 
rather, only a less harmful part of the prob- 
lem. These are not worthy of the claim 
"products for a healthy planet." The type of 
changes needed to insure the biodiversity 
and viability of the planet will not be as 
painless as Seventh Generation and the rest 
of us would like. It means learning to live 
again without electricity, not just changing 
lightbulbs. (Even in the Northeast, many 
towns have only had electricity since the 
1930s or 40s.) It means using a composting 
toilet, not just a toilet dam. It means walking 


to your nearest forest, not flying to Cos; ; 
Rica. 

Most of us have been guilty at one time, 
or another of being overly convinced of the 
sanctity of our cause, certain that what we 
are doing is right, and all we are doing is all 
that can be done. Seventh Generation's cata- 
log displays that flavor: "As a group we try to 
be as environmentally conscious as possible. 
We recycle the office trash, conserve water in 
the bathrooms with toilet dams...." They 
should be praised for displaying more con- 
cern than most American companies, but 
they should remember that they could 
achieve a lot more good, with a lot less. They 
are a long way from being "as environmen- 
tally conscious as possible." During the next 
seven generations, 1 suspect that the true 
"products for a healthy planet" will be pro- 
duced and consumed locally, and discovered 
by word of mouth rather than colorful cata- 
logs. 

— Robert Streeter, Derby Line, VT 


i fragments of “Earth ‘Wisdom 


The Norwegian Roots of Deep Ecology 


by Dolores LaChapelle 

Amidst the growing proliferation of 
terms such as 'deep ecology', ‘ecosophy’, and 
'ecophilosophy' and confusion about what 
they mean, there's a danger of becoming so 
academic that these terms are no longer 
useful for the earth. Perhaps it is time to dig 
down to the roots of these terms. They are 
intertwined with the work of a Norwegian, 
Sigmund Kvaloy, who is relatively unknown 
in this country. In addition to being a 
philosopher and environmental activist, he 
is a farmer, musician, airplane mechanic, 
artist, mountaineer and member of a Hima- 
layan sherpa clan. He explains that the 
Norwegian soul "was a soul of rivers and 
waterfalls and deep fiords." Norway was 
industrialized later than the rest of Europe. 
"A green movement started way back in the 
1930s, giving the Norwegian labour move- 
ment a special flavor. Half of its popular basis 
was small farmers and fishermen, not indus- 
trial workers." 

Kvaloy's diverse background led him to 
enter the philosophy department of the 
University of Oslo "to find out about double 
personalities, but to my disappointment, no 
such idea was on the curriculum." He soon 
found himself deeply within the "Norwe- 
gian ecopolitical tradition." He explains, "If 
you vividly feel that the roof may cave in any 
moment, it's just not possible to sit still at an 
institute of philosophy, analyzing some 
Greek concepts presupposing the world to 
stand still. So, in 1969 on June 24, a group of 
friends met and founded what we later called 
the Ecopolitical Ring of Cooperative Action - 
the RING, for short." 

He tells of their first action in 1970: 
"Our aim was to stop the hydro-electrocu- 
tion of the Mardola Water Fall — the highest 
in the world when the springtime thawingof 
snow in the mountains makes it plunge 2000 


feet in one leap into the forested valley by the 
Eikesdal Lake." They used steel chains to 
anchor themselves to the rocks so the police 
could not move them. A 70 year old farmer 
made the chains from old cow anchors. 

Those who were mountaineers used 
drill pitons and sat on them so the police 
could not reach them. The Mardola action 
became famous and was covered in the New 
York Times and Der Spiegel . People came to 
help them from France, America, and Hol- 
land. Kvaloy says, "We lost the waterfall but 
we started a movement.. .through these prac- 
tical actions we worked on a new philosophy 
of man-in-nature. From 1969 we called our 
way of thinking eco-philosophy ." Out of this 
context Arne Naess developed his thinking, 
which in this country came to be called deep 
ecology. 

I first met Arne Naess in 1977, while I 
was working on my book Earth Wisdom, at a 
gathering in Claremont, California, to begin 
the "New Natural Philosophy" program. 
Before Naess arrived from Scandinavia, Joe 
Meeker told me the story of Arne hanging 
from pitons so they would not dam a water- 
fall. When Arne arrived I asked him about 
the story and since he only smiled 1 pre- 
sumed it was true and put it in Earth Wisdom 
. Later I got a letter from Kvaloy saying this 
story about Arne was a fable. I referred to it 
briefly again in my latest book, Sacred Land, 
so, finally, Kvaloy wrote me the whole story 
in a letter which just reached me this Septem- 
ber. 1 quote below from the letter because it 
gives remarkable insight into the whole 
matter. 

"Arne never took part in the planning 
and execution of the Mardola Water Fall 
action, and there has never been any ‘Arne 
Naess’ famous cliff exploit. Arne had been a 
great inspiration to us — especially through 
his work on Gandhi, but he did not show up 
(as we had wanted him to) when the time 
came to start the ecophilosophy seminar in 
1 969, so I had to start it alone. That's how we 


started using the designation 'ecophiloso- 
phy', and when Arne started working on his 
book a year later and wanted us to change to 
'ecosophy', we in the Eco-philosophy group 
refused, since we had spent a year publicising 
'ecophilosophy' — since we wanted to oc- 
cupy that word before the academic commu- 
nity picked it up (as we knew they would) as 
a name for a value-neutral discipline — and 
because we wanted to keep 'philo' (love) for 
our strivings. Well, anyway Arne's part in 
the Mardola action came when he and his 
wife, Sir! and daughter, Lotte answered our 
call and came up to the mountains at the end 
of the fifth week of the action and joined us 
in a last sit-in in front of the bulldozers, 
before we were all carried away by the police. 
It took about five minutes. Of course we 
appreciated that very much, because we were 
very few at the time but it just shows how 


modern mass media — and our society — 
works, when the photo of Arne getting car- 
ried away by two policemen flew around the 
world, while nothing like that happened to 
the local farmers, who were actually the 
important strugglers in that conflict. It was 
the first time that we succeeded in carrying 
out a large-scale action with intimate coop- 
eration between local farmers defending 
their own place and environmentalists from 
the cities — that was just fantastic, and an 
enormously consequential inspiration to 
Norwegian/Scandinavian ecopolitics! " 

Kvaloy says the media and our society 
wants "stars" while they always worked as a 
group. "That's why the jazz band and the 
square-rigged fishing boat were our sym- 
bols." Near the end of a talk Kvaloy gave for 
the British Schumacher Society, printed in 
1984 in Resurgence , he explains the impor- 
tance of these symbols: 

Psychologists in this Industrial Growth 
Society always stress the importance of 
building one individual identity; "all success 
is based on the possibility of defining one 
and only one personality structure as a skele- 
ton for the healthy and sane individual." 
Actually, Kvaloy tells us, "we can conceive of 
a human being as a being who at birth is like 
a very complex root system which is trying 
not to fix a permanent personality structure, 
but to grow a multiplicity of personalities." 

Our civilization wants us to be control- 
lable "elementary particles" so we can be 
used as interchangeable bricks in the pyrami- 
dal systems where the leaders are at the top. 
Yet we have "the capacity and even an urge 
to create a whole society of 
personalities.. .given us by nature to cope 
creatively with a vast variety of 
situations.. .Going into it deeply you should 
discover that you are psychically invulner- 
able because you no longer have just one 
single personality with its specific 
vulnerability.. ..And you'll accept all kinds of 
people, because you find them in your own 
inner society.. .And finding all the elements 
of nature within, your feeling for the earth's 
ecosphere will be lifted to a new level." 

According to Kvaloy, among the more 
rewardingplaces to look for healthy multiple 
personality structures are semi-nomadic 
societies, because they are made up of people 
who live two or more parallel lives. On the 
Norwegian coast until about 70 years ago, 
the people were "stationary in one place with 
their farms and neighbours and then every 
winter for three months they left home on a 
sailing vessel to go fishing at the Lofoten 
Islands faraway to the north. They often had 
very rough weather, and this little, open, 
square-rigged viking type boat wasn't easy to 
handle. But they were masters at it, and the 
only way they could manage, was through 
total mutual integration. The six of them, 
together with the boat and its rigging, be- 
came like one organism. 

"These men in the tiny nutshell of a 
boat — 40-50 feet long, riding the storm, had 
actually lost their egos in that situation. One 
of the part-personalities of each man com- 
bined with the similar one in each of the 


others, producing — with the boat, the 
waves and the wind — an over-individual, 
organically functioning form." 

He's not talking about split personality 
but about a "radical utilization of an 
enormous potential for complex, deep inter- 
penetration, an urge we all have from child- 
hood, but which we are not permitted to 
follow in our society. And the clinging to 
isolated individuality, a hardening of the 
membrane, is the root of suffering. IGS is a 
society demanding that we close up our 
membranes, so that we may be used as bricks 
in the pyramid." 

Kvaloy uses his own life as an example: 
"I exist in several geographical places at the 
same time because personality is defined 
through participation which is not confined 
to one spot. Right now, one of my part- 
personalities is speaking here at Bristol Uni- 
versity, another is working the farm in Tron- 
delag, Middle Norway. The activity that 
defines one member of my personality group 
goes on there, where it is partly carried on 
through the activity of my son and Tashi, a 
Sherpa and by some of our neighbours as 
well." Another part "is still active in The 
Plow-Furrow, the remote Himalayan valley. 
That's because I've spent so much time there, 
taken an active part in village life, been 
adopted with my family into three Sherpa 
clans." 

He concludes: "If this sort of person- 
structure...was cultivated as the dominant 
paradigm — there would not be any suffering 
in the Buddhist sense, because there would 
not be any individual to inflict suffering 
upon. Activity does not suffer. Activity does 
not die, as long as there's someone to carry it 
on. Nirvana in Buddhism is not Heaven or a 
state to be achieved after physical death; 
instead, Nirvana is our way of life from that 
moment when we are liberated completely 
from the prison of the individual struggling 
to hold on to his individuality. And Nirvana 
means. . .to be free to swing, as partaker in the 
cosmic jazz band." 

Kvaloy's concept of multiple personali- 
ties is an integral part of most traditional 
primitive cultures and is furthered by cele- 
brating seasonal rituals. In the month of 
February we have the remnants of the an- 
cient Roman Lupercalia and the Feast of 
Lights, celebrated with lighted torches and 
fires to welcome the return of the goddess 
from the underworld and the rebirth of na- 
ture in spring. In Celtic countries, we have 
the sacred fire of St. Bride or Bridget. These 
festivals later became the Carnivals held just 
before Lent where masks and dancing allow 
all aspects of the personality to be expressed. 

Such rituals help keep our membranes 
open so that we can no longer be used as 
"bricks in the pyramid" of power for this 
Industrial Growth Society. 

For Sigmund Kvaloy's complete essay, 
"Complexity and Time: Breaking the 
Pyramid's Reign" write Way of the Mountain 
Center, POB 542, Silverton, CO 81433. $3.45 
(including postage). It is also reprinted on p. 
319 of Sacred Land, Sacred Sex . 


Page 29 Earth First! February 2, 1990 





DEAR NED LUDD 

DEAR NED LUDD is a regular feature in Earth First! for 
discussion of creative means of effective defense against 
the forces of industrial totalitarianism. Neither the Earth 
First! movement nor the staff of Earth First! necessarily 
encourage anyone to do any of the things discussed in 
DEAR NED LUDD. 


An Appraisal of 
Monkeywrenching 
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by CM 

Our duty is to destroy billboards. 

— Doc Sarvis 

Over the past year or so, a number of 
groups and individual activists associated 
with Earth First! have distanced themselves 
from the radical environmental banner, os- 
tensibly over the issue of ecotage. They argue 
that they can more effectively inform and 
influence the public if they don't have to 
bear the spike-ridden cross of vindicating 
this controversial practice. There is no point 
in disputing this reasoning. The field of 
environmental activism is broad enough to 
let each plow his or her own plot (though 
some of us would rather put the farm out of 
business and encourage natural succession). 
No one is quarreling with the goal of inform- 
ing the American public on the environ- 
mental cataclysm now taking place, and 
doing so without getting bogged down in 
arguments about property rights, law and 
order, and violence, if this is possible. 

Nevertheless the fact that mon- 
keywrenching looms so large in these con- 
siderations calls for an appraisal of its effec- 
tiveness, a report card to compare with less 
direct methods of expressing environmental 
discontent. 

The controversy over monkeywrench- 
ing is nothing new. In 1982 the editor of 
Earth First! (then the mildly named Earth 
First! Newsletter) resigned over EF!’s sympa- 
thetic coverage of monkeywrenching. Gary 
Snyder, an early supporter of EF!, also criti- 
cized ecotage. Over the years disputes have 
flared up intermittently during particular 
| campaigns between those committed to civil 
disobedience and those using ecotage. The 
i controversy is likely to stay with us until 
N j industrial society crashes to the ground and 
\ happily makes the question moot. 

Meanwhile, it's fair to ask: what has 
monkeywrenching accomplished? The an- 
swer is, a great deal more than is obvious. 

Oddly enough until recently no one, 
either in government or industry, has kept 
track of the cost of ecotage. The Forest 
Service, always on the cutting edge of leth- 
argy, simply lumped ecotage incidents with 
vandalism and other crimes. The timber 
industry, already beset by insurance prob- 
lems because of its shameful safety record, 
was reluctant to give the insurance compa- 
nies another category of risk for raising rates. 
All this is changing. The Forest Service law 
enforcement division in Washington is over- 
hauling its reporting methods, and they 
expect this will allow a more accurate ac- 
counting of ecotage. Moreover many Forest 
supervisors are now going back and reevalu- 
ating reports of "vandalism" to see if envi- 
ronmental motives were involved. Accord- 
ing to Eco-Media Toronto there are also a half 
dozen "Pinkerton-like" private groups start- 
ing to monitor ecotage, as well as to infiltrate 
radical environmental groups. One of these, 
the ultra-conservative Mountain States Legal 
Foundation (once headed by the glabrously 
messianic James Watt), is now in the ambi- 
tious process of cataloguing all incidents of 
monkeywrenching nationwide, with the 
stated purpose of informing the public and 
the rumored aim of bringing a class-action 
suit against Earth First! 

Bad accounting aside, reliable estimates 
do exist for the cost of ecotage to the indus- 
tries and government agencies now in con- 
trol of our public lands. A forest policy 
analyst for the Association of Oregon Log- 
f gers and its unintentionally self -defining 
i alter ego Prevent Ecological Sabotage Today 
f ! — PEST — estimates that the average mon- 
~l keywrenching incident causes $60,000 in 
damages, including equipment loss and 
i downtime (but not law enforcement investi- 
gation and insurance). This accords with 
what most newspaper accounts, Forest Serv- 
ice special agents, and ecoteurs say. In a 
typical incident last Labor Day weekend, for 
example, an International 15 bulldozer and 


two skidders were siltated and mangled, 
causing $45,000 in property damage plus 
j about $15,000 in downtime. According to a 
timber industry spokesman, an average tree- 
spiking incident costs about $ 15,000 assum- 
ing the spikes are found and removed, or, 
more likely nowadays, marked with tape to 
allow loggers to cut around them (thus many 
small nails placed in a helix pattern around 
the tree are more effective than a few large 
V ones). The above estimate also includes the 
value of the wood in the larger stumps the 
loggers have to leave to avoid the spikes. The 
cost goes up astronomically if a spike hits a 
bandsaw in the mill, as several did last sum- 
mer in southern Oregon. Though the timber 
industry is loath to talk about it, one timber 
industry spokesman called this a "monthly" 
occurrence. The saws themselves typically . 
cost $1500-5000. A damaged saw can be £ 
changed in an hour or so (assuming a re- «] 
placement is on hand). The big expense ® 
comes if the saw shatters and shrapnel flies < 
into the head-rig. Head-rig repairs can cost 

$20,000. |,J 

The actual cost of an average mon- 


keywrenching incident climbs to well over- 


re- 


submitted several draft bills. Never satisfied 
with halfway measures at repression, 
McClure has continued to clamor for even 
more strident legislation. Last June, US 
Representative Pashayan of California spon- 
sored a bill that calls for 20 years in prison 
and a $100,000 fine for repeat offenders. 
Following the lead of this rogues' gallery, 
Oregon passed its own anti-spiking act last 
session. 

All this legislative activity costs money. 
Lawyers write these bills. Consultants and 
researchers are usually involved. A small, 
uncomplicated bill like the foregoing, there- 
fore, may cost $50,000 before getting to a 
committee of Congress or of a state legisla- 
ture, where it will probably (4 to 1 odds 
against any given bill) languish and die. 
f Taking all this into consideration, eco- 
tage in the United States today is probably 
costing government and industry $20-25 
('million annually. This represents money 
industry was not able to use to deforest 
public lands, sink oil wells in the backcoun- 
try, invest in more destructive equipment, 
influence politicians with campaign contri- 
butions.... It represents money the FS was 


$100,000 when you figure in police investi- not able to use to build new roads, or hide 


gation, private security, insurance hikes, and i , 
the fatuous efforts of groups like the Moun-' ■ 
tain States Legal Foundation (whose lawyers, 
if they follow the usual practice of double 
billing, will run up an account of over half a 
million dollars on this public-spirited proj- 
ect, subsidized in part by taxpayers, since the 
Foundation has tax exempt status — which 
should be challenged in court!). When you 
consider the typical monkeywrenching inci- 
dent probably costs the ecoteur no more 
than $100 and a night's sleep, this is a re- 
markably cost-effective way to register one's 
disapproval of present resource industry 7 
practices, ojt .. 1 :•,> U 

How much monkeywrenching is hap- 
pening? Again, until recently no one was 
keeping count ./Ac cording to industry and 
Forest Service officials in southern Oregon, 
there were "dozens" of reported incidents 
last summer alone, and most of these can be 
tallied from newspaper accounts!) As already 
mentioned, however, the timber industry 
often avoids reporting sabotage or lies about 
the cause of the damage so as to keep their 
insurance companies in the dark (their natu- 
ral element). (Timber industry spokesmen 
suggest that 1 out of every 2 monkeywrench- 
ing incidents goes unreported!) According to 
Fores t Service agents in region 5 (California) , 
a t least a dozen tr ee-spikings occurred in 
Lfieir jurisdiction lasty earTTbpse tend not to 
get into the papers since monkeywrenchers 
realized a while back that once the incident 
reaches the media the Forest Service will stop 
at nothing to go through with the sale in 
order to show that it is in control of the 
public lands. And, of course, this estimate 
doesn’t include incidents on private and 
state land, which, as the Maxxam battle 
indicates, are significant in California. < /£p 
Washington monkeywrenching is so rife 
that special agent Ben Hull simply won’t talk 
about it. Several years ago, Hull did a survey 
of Forest supervisors across the nation to get 
an estimate of how common mon- 
keywrenching is. He has refused to release 
the information, despite demands by envi- 
ronmentalists under the Freedom of Infor- 
mation Act. He admits he doesn't want to 
give ecoteurs the satisfaction of knowing 
how much havoc they're causingN, 

Admittedly Oregon, northern Califor- 
nia and Washington are "hot spots" with an 
unusual amount of ecotage. However, the 
number of such hot spots itself is increasing: 
Montana, Wyoming, Arizona, Alaska, New 
Mexico, Idaho. Moreover there are many 
"hidden" costs associated with ecotage, in 
particular legislative action. For instance, 

\ the anti-tree spiking rider in the 1988 Drug 
Act (18 USCA Sec. 1864) came about only 
after a long process in which the Forest 
Service, at the behest of that champion of 
deforestation, Senator McClure of Idaho, 


deficit sales, or hire more sub-brutal special 
agents. 

People argue that corporations can 
simply pass this cost on to their customers 
and continue their destructive practices. 
Since no market is completely elastic, this 
isn't entirely accurate. But even if it is sub- 
stantially true, a higher cost for wood prod- 
ucts will inevitably mean that fewer wood 
products are bought — according to the vast 
and sublime free-market paradigm we are all 
withering under — which is ultimately the 
point. Sometimes, moreover, mon?) 
keywrenching as an economic weapon is 
completely effective: When in 1985 ecoteurs 
firebombed the S250J300 wood-chipper in 
Hawaii which was grinding rainforest into 
fuel for sugar mills (without a permit and in 
violation of a court order), the company 
went bankrupt. 

Thus if the sole purpose of ecotage is to 
make an adverse financial impact on govern-? 
ment agencies and their resource industry! 
clientele, it must be judged a success. This isf 
true even if it is looked at in isolation from a 
larger strategy involving civil disobedience, , 
legal remedies and public outreach. When 
the woodsy Leroy Watson (any relation to 
Paul?) first brought tree-spiking to the atten- 
tion of Earth First! in these very pages in 
1981, he probably had no idea it would ever 
become the headache to CEOs and Forest 
supervisors it now represents. 

Monkeywrenching has also accom- 



leamlng they were s piked. There are proba- 
bly more such recisions;’ the FS refuses to 
elaborate on the subject. Now that the risk of 
ecotage is publicly known, we can also specu- 
late that timber company CEOs are taking 
the cost of ecotage into consideration when 
a sale of old-growth or other controversial 
ecological matter comes before the board. 
Failure to do so could get them in trouble 
with their stockholders. The ability of 
monkeywrenching to intimidate and un- 
nerve the bureaucratic and the plutocratic 
mind cannot be measured but likely is sig- 
nificant. . 

~ Where ecotage isn't saving biological/ 
diversity directly, it is at least making bio J 
diversity an issue, y ftran therefore be an 
Important part of a larger campaign, /fhe 
radical environmental message, whether 
concerning old-growth or dolphins, would 
not be receiving the widespread coverage it is 
today were it not for the "publicity value" of 
monkeywrenching. Most of the coverage EF! 
has received over the years — in Esquire, The 
Amicus Journal, TheNation, local newspapers, 
etc. — has concentrated on ecotage, often 
favorably or at least without overt con- 
demnation.'^ Monkeywrenching seems to 
strike a cordwith many modern Americans 


who, for different reasons probably, would 
also like to get back at the arbitrary powers 
that dominate their lives. ^Re gardless of 
sentiments pro and con, by its very contr o-; 
versiai nature, ecotage makes biodiversity a 
matter or puMlcimeiesl and debater It takes 
‘seemingly onscure environmentallssues out 
of the dark of scientific calculations into the 
limelight of individual passion and commit- 
ment. Even when the media distorts it by 
emphasizing its unlawfulness rather than its 
motives, it has been, like civil disobedience, 
an important element in the broader cam- 
paign to rally public opposition to wilder- 
ness destruction. For instance, in news cov- 
erage of the old-growth controversy, the 
subject of ecotage inevitably comes up, along 
with civil disobedience, and it's clear this - 
activism attracted the coverage in the firsts 
place. 

This is what monkeywrenching is doing 
right now. Whether it should be doing more 
or less or something different is another 
topic. Unquestionably it has over the past 10 
years revolutionized the way public lands 
policy is made in this country. It has upset 
the unhealthy modus vivendi that had devel- 
oped among industry, moderate environ- 
mental groups and the government agencies 
in charge of our wildlands. No longer can the 
Forest Service or BLM act like a band of 
medieval forestmeisters without fearing the 
bad publicity (a bureaucrat's one unforgiv- 
able sin) of a tree-spike or a de-flagging. The 
timber industry is now criticizing the FS for 
not acting even more one-sidedly for the 
corporations' interest. The mainstream 
environmental organizations are beginning 
to be embarrassed into addressing issues 
their professional leaders would never have 
broached if left to their own devices (martini 
glas~s, three-piece suit, and half a loaf). 

What monkeywrenching isn't doing is 
hurting people, despite its media image. 
Whether ecotage is "violent" in itself is an 
ethical question best left to an individual's 
own conscience. The ethical rationales for 
ecotage have been thoroughly discussed by 
others, so I won't repeat them. But it is a fact 
that there has not been one authenticated 
: incident in which ecotage caused significant! , 
injury to a person. The case inevitably re-/ 
ported as the evil fruit of ecotage is the 
infamous spike that seriously injured a Lou- 
isiana Pacific millworker in northern Califor- 
nia two years ago. There is, however, no 
evidence monkeywrenchers were involved. 

On the contrary, ecoteurs would have noti- 
fied the company, and no notification was 
given. It's possible that a disgruntled LP 
employee — and there are many of them — 
put the spike in; or that LP itself did to get 
publicity, which it certainly got, often of the 
most exaggerated kind (I talked with a 
woman who said the spike killed 5 people). 

Or, ironically, as one newspaper suggested, a 
radical Republican whose libertarianism was 
outraged by logging near his property line 
may have done it. How many bad motives 
can dance on the head of this problematical 
spike? No one knows. 

Jay Hair, executive director of the Na- 
tional Wildlife Federation, once said he 
couldn't tell the difference between destroy- 
ing a river and destroying a bulldozer. 
Blessed with a more conventional sense of 
values, ecoteurs can, and as the record indi- 
cates, they have also fastidiously respected 
the difference between destroying property 
and hurting innocent people. 

This isn't to say ecotage is a panacea, or 
that we don't need other people doing other 
things. No one knows for sure what it will 
take to save the natural world from the jug- 
gernaut of industrialism. But one thing is 
sure: if we fail and the fragile web of the 
biosphere unravels, it will not be because 
there were too many ecoteurs pounding 
spikes into trees, burning bulldozers and 
making the guilty squirm. 


CM is a widely published writer and scholar 
whose career dictates anonymity. 
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RADICAL ENVIRONMENTALISM: 

CARRYING ON A VENERABLE TRADITION 


By Lester Rhodes 

Nighttime became theally of theunder- 
ground as law enforcement pressure in- 
creased. Talk at home and in public was 
shrouded in code words toprotect vital infor- 
mation from eavesdropping. As suspicion 
increased throughout the country, one activ- 
ist posed as an ornithologist to obtain seem- 
ingly innocent freedom of movement. Even 
experienced tracking dogs had trouble ap- 
prehending radicals who walked in marshes 
and streams and used bags of pepper to 
obscure their scent trails. 

These loosely organized but highly 
skilled lawbreakers were the center of much 
controversy in the mid- 19 th century. The 
system they fought was slavery, and their 
lawless endeavor was the now famous 
"Underground Railroad." 

Viewed within the context of industrial 
civilization, the dominant global culture 
with its "linear" concept of time, the Under- 
ground Railroad becomes merely an episode 
of history (itself an oversimplified and much 
abused discipline). When an older concept 
of time is employed, namely the "cyclical" 
time of our prehistoric tribal past, the illegal 
acts of the abolitionists become part of the 
continuum of human progress. The highest 
measure of this progress is the expansion of 
inalienable rights, once held by a privileged 
few and now expanding to include all with 
whom we share this planet. 

It is widely acknowledged that progres- 
sive social movements begin with small 
numbers and modest means, but often over- 
looked is the way major steps were taken, and 
obstacles overcome, by the actions of a few. 
The movement toward American independ- 
ence was largely initiated by a small nucleus 
calling themselves "The Loyal Nine." 
Though their secu rity precautions prevented 
the keeping of written records that would 
provide us a detailed history, we know that 
these successful agitators later were joined by 
men of influence and expanded to become 
the Sons of Liberty. How different would 
history be if these few men had not broken 


the law successfully and evaded the legal 
consequences? 

Similarly, the movement for women's 
suffrage was old and moribund when a small 
number of radicals descended on Washing- 
ton DC to force the issue. In the face of 
World War I patriotic fervor and national 
unity behind President Woodrow Wilson, 
these determined women began to picket the 
White House. While a picket line may seem 
a tame form of protest today, at the time it 
was considered extremist and unpatriotic 
and was soundly condemned even by the 
mainline advocates of the women's right to 
vote. Picketers were repeatedly assaulted by 
mobs of men, often aided by the police. 
Many were arrested, tried, and sentenced to 
brutal hardship at the county workhouse. 
An angry and vindictive judiciary refused to 
heed their many appeals. 

Despite the harassment and condemna- 
tion, it took little more than a year of this 
embarrassing protest to force Congress and 
the President to concede the women's right 
to vote — more than had been accomplished 
by decades of polite advocacy. The largest 
turnout for a White House protest was only 
41 women! 

Perhaps the most informative historical 
precedent for the radical environmentalist 
and ecoteur is the struggle to end slavery. 
Blacks were considered a sub-human re- 
source to be exploited for economic gain, 
possessed of no legal rights, and subject to 
the whims and cruelties of their lawful 
owners. While anti-slavery sentiment had 
long festered in the American conscience, 
the prevailing view was that national 
strength and unity had to come first. 

Despite a hostile political environment, 
small numbers of resolute abolitionists be- 
gan to inspire tremendous fear among 
slaveholders. The prominent American 
Anti-Slavery society worked through the 
turbulent 1830s and 40s with a mere 13 
employees. William Lloyd Garrison's fiery 
newspaper, The Liberator, provoked a south- 
ern backlash far out of proportion to its 
circulation of under 3000. 


In addition to these outspoken organi- 
zations and publications, there existed a 
parallel clandestine movement of both ind’e- 
pendent and loosely-affiliated activists who 
assumed the greatest risks and stirred the 
most violent anger of pro-slavers — the 
Underground Railroad. While some opera- 
tives took to the field, traveling throughout 
the slave states and inciting slaves to run 
away, others kept safehouses called "sta- 
tions” that passed the runaway slaves along 
a multitude of secret routes leading to the 
north and safety. 

Because the illegal aidingand encourag- 
ing of runaway slaves constituted theft and 
destruction of private property, the moder- 
ate majority of abolitionists denounced the 
underground. The men and women of the 
Underground Railroad, never numbering 
more than an estimated 3000 black and 
white, aided many thousands of slaves in 
their flight to freedom. Still, this constituted 
a minuscule fraction of the total slave popu- 
lation and was never a significant direct 
threat to the economics of slavery. Despite 
their small numbers and isolation from the 
mainstream, the underground came to sym- 
bolize the fight against slavery. 

Slaveholders responded to this sabotage 
of their industry in ways that should sound 
familiar to anyone reading today's news. 
Though they were only 3% of the southern 
population, with a direct economic impact 
on only a quarter of white southerners, the 
slave owners possessed the political muscle 
typical of any entrenched industry. 

Stirred by dire warnings of lost jobs, a 
majority of northerners supported the 
largely working class mobs that attacked and 
murdered abolitionists and blacks. These 
rioters were often aided by police and led by 
prominent politicians and businessmen, 
many of whom feared a loss of southern 
trade if the abolitionists were not curbed. 
When the prominent abolitionist publisher 
Elijah Love joy was murdered by a racist mob, 
the attorney general of Massachusetts 
praised the crime. At least one pro-slavery 
riot leader was elected to the US Congress, 
and another became attorney general of New 
York and later the chief justice of that state's 
supreme court. 

While the legal system in the north 
turned a blind eye to justice, southern grand 
juries refused to indict slavers illegally smug- 
gling new slaves in from Africa, and placed 
rewards on the heads of prominent aboli- 
tionists — "wanted dead or alive." 

With slavery protected by the US 
Constitution, new laws like the Fugitive 
Slave Act were readily approved to deter the 
Underground Railroad. Many underground 
workers were given lengthy prison sen- 
tences, often after being ensnared by under- 
cover agents dispatched to ferret out the 
secret networks. The Postmaster General 
allowed local postmasters to illegally destroy 
abolitionist literature sent through the 
mails. 

These massive attempts at private and 
governmental repression ultimately failed to 
stem the tide, as the anti-slavery movement 
gradually began to sway northern public 
opinion. US marshalls seeking to arrest 
runaway slaves were increasingly met by 
growing crowds that would forcefully free 
the prisoners. When the Supreme Court 
upheld the Fugitive Slave Act and ordered 
Dred Scott back into slavery, the resentment 
it stirred created a victory for the movement. 

Though progress gradually came, the 
pace of reform was too slow to avert the 
increasing violence. Territories facing state- 
hood became bloody battlegrounds. John 
Brown, long pursued by marshalls for his 
Underground Railroad work, gathered a 
small band of followers and tried to triggeran 
armed rebellion by slaves. Ironically, had he 
succeeded, the deaths of white slaveholders 
at the hands of black slaves might have set 
back the cause of abolition. Instead, his 
failure, trial, execution and martyrdom elec- 
trified the conflict. Though newly elected 
president Abraham Lincoln supported the 
Fugitive Slave Act and called only for the 
gradual elimination of slavery in the next 
century, southerners continued to overreact 
and finally triggered a bloody civil war. 

Does this present us with a dire histori- 
cal portent? Certainly the decades of envi- 
ronmental reform that began with the 
"conservation" movement have failed to 
halt the spreading destruction of ecosystems 
both in the US and abroad. Moreover, the 
early stages of violence against reformers are 
abundantly evident: 

‘Mountain Gorilla researcher Dian Fossey, 
notorious for her radical anti-poaching ef- 
forts, is murdered in her jungle home. 
‘Greenpeace photographer Fernando Pereira 
is killed in a bombing attack by the French 
foreign intelligence service DGSE. 


‘Brazilian rubber tapper and environmental- 
ist Chico Mendes is assassinated by cattle 
ranchers. 

While the above incidents received at- 
tention in the world press, Cultural Survival, 
an international organization advocating 
the rights of indigenous people, estimates 
that "more than one person per day has died 
while attempting to prevent the invasion 
and destruction of the world's tropical for- 
ests; many more have been arrested, perse- 
cuted or forced to flee their forest homes." 
British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 
has labeled environmentalists the "enemy 
within." The Brazilian military brands them 
"subversives," a serious charge coming from 
the creators of the original Esquadrao da 
Morte or “Death Squad.” 

If the crisis is allowed to worsen, even 
changes in the law may not prevent the 
spread of violence. Already, dozens have 
died in Kenya in a hit-and-run guerilla war 
between elephant poachers and game war- 
dens. Closer to home, a poacher whose 
leghold traps killed eagles as well as furbear- 
ers was convicted of only manslaughter in 
the murders of two Idaho game wardens 
whom he "finished off" with single shots to 
the head. According to a statistical study of 
violent attacks, the game officer has the most 
dangerous law enforcement job in America. 

The current double standard in law 
enforcement, particularly in the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, reads like a history 
lesson. FBI agents sat in Oliver North’s office 
listening to the paper shredder devour evi- 
dence in the next room. A disgruntled for- 
mer agent reported that his supervisors de- 
liberately dragged their feet in investigations 
of abortion clinic bombings. The FBI put at 
least one undercover agent inside Earth First! 
but did not give similar treatment to violent 
neo-Nazi groups that murdered several 
people, including policemen. 

Federal lawmakers have passed a law 
against tree-spiking, and one Congressman 
advocates logging 100 acres of Wilderness 
for every acre of spiked trees. This is reminis- 
cent of the Gestapo murders of innocent 
civilians in reprisal for successful attacks by 
the Resistance, whom they likewise labeled 
"terrorists." 

Clearly, the radical environmentalist 
and monkeywrencher is the inheritor of a 
tradition that includes the Sons of Liberty 
and the Underground Railroad. Their law- 
breaking is the philosophical opposite of 
contemporary organizations like the anti- 
abortion Operation Rescue and others. 
These are male-dominated groups seeking to 
erode women's rights, end birth control, and 
revert to 19th century morality when abor- 
tion was first seen as a threat to the white 
race. It is essential to distinguish between 
movements that promote social evolution 
and the expansion of the ethic of inalienable 
rights, and those retrogressive organizations 
like the Ku Klux Klan and Nazi Party who 
seek to deprive others of their rights and 
return society to a time of privileged elites. 

In addition to those making spurious 
comparisons between ecotage and terrorism 
(we are saboteurs, not terrorists), and those 
likening monkeywrenching to anti-progres- 
sive protest, is the largest group of critics, 
who state categorically that lawbreaking is 
never justified, regardless of the causes or 
goals. These well-meaning folks are ignorant 
of their own history, and oblivious to the 
present. Today, the legal system itself has 
subverted lawful protest by a number of 
means. So-called "hunter harassment" laws 
threaten fines and imprisonment for the 
exercise of free speech in the mountains and 
forests. Lawful protesters increasingly find 
that friends, families and employers are in- 
timidated by FBI agents asking questions. 
And across the nation, lawsuits are being 
used to intimidate citizens who speak out. A 
farmer in West Virginia was hit with a 
$200,000 libel suit after reporting pollution 
from a nearby coal mine. A letter to the 
editor protesting a development brought a 
$3 million suit from the developer. A Michi- 
gan woman had her home seized and faces 
$500,000 penalties for criticizing the seizure 
of pound animals for research labs. The 
primate-torturers of an Austrian pharmaceu- 
tical firm received $ 100,000 from an insur- 
ance company in a case that another defen- 
dant took to court and won. And even a 
courtroom victory in such instances comes 
only after great anxiety and expense. 

If police are society's first line of defense 
against terrorism, then the tree-spiker, labo- 
ratory animal liberator and bulldozer 
wrecker might well be the last line of defense. 
Theyare society's safety valve, courageous in 
their assumption of great personal risk, un- 
swerving in their aversion to violence, and 
dedicated to life and justice. 



art by Bob Cremins 
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no clothes: that the emperor's delusion, and 
pandering to the emperor's delusion, are 
lethal. Ecofeminism is adamantly rooted in 
the evidence of the senses. So a clearcut is a 
clearcut and not a harvest, and the fact that 
"man may work from sun to sun but 
woman's work is never done" is oppression, 
not just an interesting facet of culture. In 
short, the Dominant Paradigm is the Big Lie. 
And when, as from reading a work like this, 
you are pushed outside the lie, you wonder 
how on Earth you managed to organize your 
denial so tightly. 

Healing the Wounds is more about what 
women can and must do collectively for the 
planet and, by extension, for themselves, 
than it is an attempt to argue the point with 
Daddy. It describes how women singly and 
in groups have located their power to work 
with and protect living systems. Dorothy 
Dinnerstein, in her keynote piece (which 
may seem cryptic to those unfamiliar with 
her entire thesis as developed in her book The 
Mermaid and the Minotaur), says what women 
must do in relationship to men is to quit 
carrying their feelings; quit enabling men to 
treat matter (including mater) as Other and 
lesser. According to Dinnerstein, women 
must withdraw their complicity in the psy- 
chology of destruction. So if the goal of 
bioregionalism is to develop sustainable 
culture in place, ecofeminism is essential. 

The book is divided into four inter- 
leaved sections and addresses the meaning of 
ecofeminism, its politics, spirituality, and 


influences on community. The authors one 
would expect to see in such an anthology — 
Ynestra King, Charlene Spretnak, Joanna 
Macy and Starhawk — are quite present and 
acquit themselves well. Less well known 
writers and activists (to me at least) such as 
Ellen Bass, Pamela Philipose, Rachel Bagby, 
Dale Colleen Hamilton, and Helen Forsey, 
enrich the mix. 

Following an introduction by Petra 
Kelly, Healing begins to explore the meaning 
with "Split Culture," a magisterial survey by 
Susan Griffin of the psychodynamics of 
Earthrape and war. Elsewhere in Part One, 
Sharon Doubiago contributes almost the 
only touch of humor by wittily excoriating 
macho deep ecologists, and in "The Univer- 
sal Mode," Corinne Kumar D'Souza mounts 
a sweeping critique of development theory. 

Part Two suggests that ecofeminist poli- 
tics is oriented entirely around organic proc- 
ess and objectives rather than ideology. 
Vananda Shiva's piece is a good paradigm- 
shifter, delaminating the double-speak of 
development. Anne Cameron, author of The 
Daughters of Copper Woman, rightly snarls at 
us well-meaning ecologists for wanting to 
talk about it yet a little while longer, and 
shrieks at us to Act, having analyzed every 
situation under the rubric cui bono? Marti 
Kheel’s piece on the extirpation of holistic 
healing — the arrogation of the official fran- 
chise to do medicine by a professional elite — 
illustrates perfectly the politics and beliefs 
that ecofeminism seeks to move beyond. 


ed. note: Some special praise regarding the 
following review is warranted. The review origi- 
nally appeared in the fall 89 issue of Raise The 
Stakes (right above an announcement on behalf 
of the Arizona 4). RTS is the Planet Drum 
Review, a quarterly offering thought-provoking 
and eminently relevant writing on bioregional 
topics. Planet Drum Foundation is on the cutting 
edge of the bioregional movement. To join, send 
SIS to Planet Drum, POB 3 1251, SanFrancisco, 
CA 94131. The New Catalyst, co-edited by 
Judith Plant, editor of the book below, is also an 
excellent bioregional publication. To subscribe, 
send SIS ($10 if in Canada) to New Catalyst, 
POB 99, Lillooet, BC, CANADA VOK 1 VO. The 
reviewer, long-time EFler Stephanie Mills, has 
herselfrecently completed a book, which is avail- 
able from EF! books. The publisher of Judith 
Plant's book, New Society Publishers, has a long 
list of important new paradigm books. New 
Society levies on itself a Green Tax, giving a 
percent of its income to environmental causes. 
Recent recipients include Preserve Appalachian 
Wilderness. 

HEALING THE WOUNDS: The Promise of 
Ecofeminism, edited by Judith Plant; New 
Society Publishers, POB 582, Santa Cruz, CA 
95061; $12.95 + $1.75 postage. 

Lots of bioregionalists, radical ecolo- 
gists, gosh, a few environmentalists, have 
arrived at radical analyses of industrialism, 
capitalism, the market system — even civili- 
zation its own self. Meanwhile their wives or 
spouses are still doing 80% of the housework 
and 100% of the thinking about the house- 
work. Ecofeminism asserts, among other 
things, that in these cases the analysis has 
not been carried far enough. Eco-radicalism 
that depends on sexism — putting the great 
man's face out front, while the female part- 
ner organizes the child care and washes the 
tin cans for the recycling center — is radic- 
liberalism at its most hypocritical. 

What is ecofeminism exactly? Even 
after avidly reading Judith Plant's excellent 
anthology, Healing the Wounds, 1 am still not 
exactly sure. The articles are mostly exposi- 
tory, some brilliantly so, and there are stories 


and poems that illuminate the spirit of 
ecofeminism. The theories are not homoge- 
neous, but symphonic. Ecofeminism is both 
a politics and a manner of seeing. It is only 
partly about insisting that ecological activ- 
ism not be one more "radical" movement 
that wants to change everything but the 
status of women. 

More importantly, ecofeminism ap- 
pears to be a form of truth-speaking by con- 
fronting hierarchy in all its guises, including 
customs and habits that enshrine male privi- 
lege. If there is a commonality in this collec- 
tion it is the conviction that the emperor has 


THE DEEP ECOLOGY SOUNDTRACK, Part XVII: New Works 


by Lone Wolf Circles 

Warrior of the Earth, Cecelia Ostrow, $9 
In the Ancient Trees, Bill Oliver, $15 
Wreckin' Ball, Glen Waldeck, $10 
Nuclear Dioxin Queen, Greg Keeler, $10 
They Sure Don't Make Hippies ..., Darryl 
Chemey, $9 

For the Kalmiopsis, Kelly Cranston, $9 
All prices postpaid from EF! Music. 

From the moment of 6ur movement’s 
inebriate ("drunken, exhilarating, excited") 
inception, through both growing pains and 
growing opposition, we have been a tribe 
characterized less by our philosophies and 
strategems than by ineffable spunk, humor, 
and ... music! 

Musica Desperados. Music as zen 
master's bamboo switch wresting our atten- 
tion from petty distraction. Music as a 
monkeywrench in the gears of the mind, 
halting process long enough for the com- 
plete and dramatic reinhabitation of our 
primal bodies. Music that pulls traps from 
the snow, pulls the drain-plug of destructive 
civilization's oil pan, pulls the rug from 
under the compromising lobbyists bargain- 
ing with the forces of annihilation. Music as 
the sensuous touch of deep ecology, as the 
Earth's sacred heartbeat, and the joyous 
surge empowering her few defenders. 

The earliest Earth Firstlers were prodded 
and cajoled by the cowboy minstrelsy of co- 
founder Johnny Sagebrush, soon joined by 
the selfless troubadours we know as the EF! 
bards. Songs of wit and tears, echoing on the 
mountain rock of rendezvous sites, arming 
the hearts of activists on the front-lines of 
the struggle. 

In 16 installments of the Soundtrack 
we've traced the evolution of ecologically 
relevant music, the lyrics of which serve as 
springboards for the discussion of environ- 
mental awareness and direct action. After a 
lengthy hiatus, we return to look at the many 
new releases of 1989. 
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Some of the earliest roadshows featured 
the emotive, feather-like songs of Cecelia 
Ostrow. Warrior of the Earth is her strongest 
gift to us yet. Her still-sweet voice has more 
muscle, the lyrics are more assertive, with the 
soft confidence of a mother Cougar's steps. 
Songs that touch the Earth, leaving behind 
tracks that suggest a way of being, a direction 
to travel. 

/ walked down by the riverbank, where the moss 
grows on the stones 

Cool green water runnin' over my hands, beneath 
the roots the shadows beckon me. 

I thought about the whiteness of this tangled 
river shore, 

Reaching up like fingers to the rocky cliffs above, 
Guarded for the elk and eagle for a million years 
— where did they go? 

Oh, somewhere in this forest roams the spirit of 
the bear, 

Mountain lion, mountain linger faintly on the 
air. 

Oh, come back ... from the place you've gone. 
Take me back. 

— from the haunting "Eagle Creek" 

We hear the calls of the vanishing feath- 
ered-ones in "Bird Song." The credo for the 
apocalyptic '80s: "Tune-in. Take a stand." 
Hearing the pleas of the forests, really listen- 
ing, we must then act. 

The forest is our own true love, so we will stand 
beside her now, 

Until the jails are overflowing ... 

We climbed upon that new-cut logging road, 

We joined our hands and sang our songs, 
and for a moment the truth was in the word, 
for a moment we stopped the bulldozers. 

— "The Blockade Song" 

Resistance in the face of seemingly in- 
surmountable odds fills us with joy, the ec- 
stasy of right living. Like sunlight in ocean 
spray, "My Soul is Dancing." 

For years the way to tell an EF! campfire 
was the foot-stomping, face-playing antics of 
Bill Oliver. He performs tunes Dana tells us 
"even the FBI's kids could love." The title cut 


of his latest tape, In These AncientTrees, is the 
most beautiful and touching piece he's ever 
recorded. 

Bill was then joined by vaudevillian 
Glen Waldeck, proving madness is conta- 
gious. On Glen's first release, Wreckin' Balt, 
he frolics about, no doubt acted out in the 
gestures you have to see to appreciate. 

Country music got a new bend with the 
likes of Dakota Sid, evoking both sobs and 
laughter, towing around a synthesized band 
on a leash and a parrot in a cage. The 
ultimate twist was English professor Greg 
Keeler, his shameless lyrics rolling out like 
grit-edged rockslides or turds from a Yellow- 
stone Buffalo. He has perverted every aspect 
of the Western myth, the dominant ptarmi- 
gan, the self-absorbed environmentalist. 
Meet his latest production, Nuclear Dioxin 
Queen. 

The lead guitar is scorching, the special 
effects potent without being overwhelming. 
Greg lampoons the New Age Cowboy, chas- 
ing feds to escape himself; sings an Irish ditty 
of underwear and a failed laundromat ro- 
mance. His remix of "Bad Science Fiction" 
mates a vampire accent to the "organs of 
Hell," while "Manly Men" shafts the macho 
hunters we grew up honoring. 

Humor was uptempo'd with the debut 
of one of our most exuberant balladeers, the 
cuddly Dana Lyons, and the caustic sing- 
alongs of the Earth warrior, Darryl Cherney. 

Darryl is a psychedelic mushroom, a 
Coyote, a teacher-guru-buffoon who shares 
songs and jail cells with his Northwest com- 
patriots. His often made-up-on-the-spot 
lyrics defuse violence while they stiffen resis- 
tance. His love for the Earth spreads not as if 
by tardy osmosis, but as if by electric current 
— excitement, commitment, fun. 

His 89 release demands we "Free The 
Dead" from their lead-lined boxes, stop off- 
shore drilling before "We're All Dead Ducks, " 
"Knockin' On Extinction's Door." Reacting 
to Howie Wolke's aversion to "long-hairs" 


invading EF!, Darryl composed this, the title 
song: 

Once there were some hippies, living 'mongst the 
trees, 

Pickin' flowers, smokin' joints, hair down to 
their knees. 

Then one day they woke up to a nasty chainsaw's 
roar. 

A logging crew was cutting down the public land 
next door. 

Now our hippies were not happy with Mother 
Nature goin' down. 

They called their local congressman and some 
bureaucrats in town. 

Our hippies words weren't heeded, but they swore 
they would prevail. 

So they bought some Stanley hammers and some 
16 penny nails ... 

No, they sure don't make hippies like they used 
to. 

They used to speak of peace, but now they 
practice what they preach ... 

No, hippies don't take no shit anymore. 

I remember our early embarrassed gigs, 
the first heartfelt recordings of our minstrels- 
with-a-mission. I am reminded again of the 
EF! technique for musicianship — "go for it!" 
— reviewing Kelly Cranston’s first attempt, 
FortheKalmiopsis. Like the builder using rock 
in "All of Stone, " we seek to create something 
that will outlast our brief incarnations. Re- 
sponding to the plight of the endangered 
ones, to the howls of the wild. From "Free the 
Wolf”: 

Full moon is rising over the desert plain 
Night spirits waiting for its lonely call again .. 
It's up to you. It's up to me. 

Loose Lip Circles, known to jazz as "Felo- 
nious Monk, " spends his time out of jail walking 
barefoot on stickers and composing Goddess 
poems for reluctant anarchists. For a complete 
collection of the Soundtrack, send SS for postage 
and handling to Box 6S2, Reverse, NM 87830. 


Ecofeminist spirituality, like the politics 
and meaning of ecofeminism, is diverse as 
Nature, and undogmatic — eco-menical, as it 
were. The prose in Part Three begins with a 
sage and warm piece by poet Deena Metzger 
who, if I read her aright, is weaving together 
practices ranging from kabalah to vipassana 
meditation in a rich and daring plea for a 
balance between goddess and god. Theolo- 
gian Rosemary Radford Ruether does a lucid, 
scholarly job of grappling with the tricky 
logic on the way "Toward an Ecological 
Feminist Theory of Nature." She is daz- 
zlingly intellectual, a woman besting male 
theologians in a much more important dis- 
cussion than debating the correct angle of 
knee on which to approach the oT gaseous 
vertebrate. 

In a tour-de-force of different ilk, Dol- 
ores LaChapelle surveys the whole span of 
human experience from early evolution to 
the roots of the Tao to the ecological under- 
standing of sex and procreation possessed by 
hunter-gatherer peoples. (Indeed, 
LaChapelle 's is the most sensitive and salient 
address of the human overpopulation prob- 
lem ever, an intelligent and responsible grab 
at that thistle.) 

Radha Bhatt’s article providing a 
Gandhian perspective on non-violent earth- 
saving actions taken by Indian women vil- 
lagers in the Himalayan foothills is a real 
cause for hope; it details courageous, creative 
and appropriate local response to some civ- 
ilizational problems afflicting the people of 
the third world. This and the several other 
eye-opening articles about the impact of 
third world development are among the 
most substantive in Healing. Because women 
in less industrialized cultures bear almost the 
entire burden of natural provision — from 
gathering wood to hauling water — grandi- 
ose development schemes invariably disrupt 
not only watersheds but subsistence lifeways 
and benefit mainly the egos and bank ac- 
counts of educated male elites. There it is 
most obvious that civilization's exploitation 
of women and the Earth is seamless abuse. 
Yet, it is in these cultures that women and 
men have taken remarkably effective group 
actions to protect their livelihoods — which 
they know stem from ecology, not the econ- 
omy. 

Part Fourbegins to describe ecofeminist 
community with a powerful poem by Ursula 
Le Guin. In “The Subjective Side of Power," 
Sharon Howell and Margo Adair surgically 
disclose the inner structure of dominance, 
moving the reader closer to the place where 
the discomforts of compliance outweigh the 
discomforts of rebellion. There's also a good 
piece by Caroline Estes on consensus deci- 


sion-making and the sturdiness of the deci- 
sions it produces. 

Judith Plant's attention to and respect 
for the native people of her region secured 
for the anthology two of its strongest pieces: 
testimony by Gwaganad, a Haida woman, 
and an interview with Marie Wilson, a 
member of the Gitksan-Wet’suwet'en 
people. Plant also contributes a collection of 
vignettes depicting life in the intentional 
community in British Columbia where she 
lives, and highlights the community's learn- 
ing along the boundary between native and 
natural. Plant's pensees derived from her 
recent experience and early background all 
depict ecofeminism as lived. 

Although some of the pieces in the book 
do stress the analogy between women as life- 
givers and nurturers and the Earth as nur- 
turer of all, the reasoning of ecofeminism is 
not derived as much from this mystique as 
from women's and Earth's status as Other 
and their shared plight of exploitation. 
Arguing that the habit of exploitation is 
indivisible and must be relinquished is an 
uphill fight in a civilization that by its very 
nature mines the Earth and most of the 
human species. How shall we live? How 
shall we think? Won't any convenient as- 
sumptions remain? 

Because sexism is a reality that not 
many men dare perceive, and which if per- 
ceived, moves almost no men to take per- 
sonal or collective action to change, I have 
the premonition that the male readership of 
Healing the Wounds will be smaller than it 
should be. 

Yet Healing is a fair challenge to men 
and a grail for women. As the stakes escalate 
to the survival of life itself, everything’s got 
to go into the pot — privilege, identity, 
intellectual pride, individualism, emotional 
dependency, comfort, limited agendas, the 
works. And the best we can hope for is to stay 
in the game long enough to get the change 
started right, this fiercely urgent labor of 
generations. 

Reviewed by Stephanie Mills. 

CLEARCUTTING: A Crime Against Nature, 
by Edward C. Fritz; 1989; Eakin Press; 145pp. 
& 30 color plates; Forward by Barry Flamm, 
Chief Forester, The Wilderness Society; 
$14.95 hb. 

This book does to clearcutting what 
clearcutting does to a forest — exposes it, rips 
the ground from under it, devastates it. 
Instead of chainsaws and bulldozers, the 
author uses photographs, cartoons, descrip- 
tions and analyses. 

After 14 years in court and the forests, 
from coast to coast, Edward Fritz lays 


clearcutting bare. With the same tools, he 
portrays the ecologically superior way to log 
— selection management. 

Pungent words and phrases, like "gene- 
ocide” and "a butcher who uses only a meat- 
ax, " give the reader a rousing good time. The 
book also serves as a mind tool for convinc- 
ing the nation that we need to end 
clearcutting now, to save our public forests. 
No matter how much anger one feels against 
clearcutting, this book will increase the out- 
rage, and make it easier to spread the fury to 
others whose letters to congresspersons are 
essential to end the forest crime wave. 

In simple language the book compares 
even-age management (clearcutting and its 
variants) with selection management, ecol- 
ogically and economically. It includes rela- 
tive effect on global warming: even-age 
wipes out carbon-storage capacity of a stand 
for years. Using Forest Service reports, it 
shows that selection excels even-age in cost 
efficiency. 

When people see how harmful clearcut- 
tingis, they ask, "Why does the Forest Service 
do it?" Citing forest economist Randal 
O'Toole, the author gives the answer: An 
archaic law never intended for this purpose, 
the Knutson-Vandenberg Act, enables the 
bureaucracy to pad its budget heavily by 
using artificial regeneration. Even-aged log- 
gers generally use artificial regeneration, the 
most destructive part of the process. In 
contrast, selection managers rely upon natu- 
ral regeneration, thereby saving major ex- 
penses. The bureaucracy is little concerned 
with saving costs. Under K-V, the FS can pad 
its budget every bit as much when a timber 
sale loses money as when it makes money. 

Fritz stops short of advocating a total 
ban on clearcutting. Most foresters, even 
those who prefer the selection system, insist 
on not taking the tool of clearcutting from 
any of their fellow foresters, even those who 
use it exclusively. As Fritz puts it, "In its 
wholesale clearcutting, the Forest Service is 
like a cutting surgeon who amputates limbs 
from every wounded person brought to the 
hospital. Worse than that, the Forest Service 
goes out looking for healthy forests and 
amputates them." 

Fritz is a lawyer, not a forester. But he 
leans on foresters for his expertise. 

Part VI of the book contains regional 
glimpses of the clearcutting campaign, from 
the George Washington National Forest in 
Virginia, to the Olympic NF in Washington. 
The book tells us about people on the front 
lines in the Second War On Clearcutting, like 
scientist Dr. Bruce Means in Florida, and 
hunter John Dennington in Oklahoma. 

After exposing Forest Service chicanery 


and delay tactics, the author concludes that 
the agency is not likely to reform itself. It will 
take a congressional strengthening of the 
sieve-like National Forest Management Act 
to achieve reform. The law must place a 
finite maximum on the portion of commer- 
cial timberland in any National Forest that 
the bureaucracy can log by even-age, 
coupled with an inescapable requirement to 
maintain native diversity. A large network 
has adopted this policy. 

Clearcutting restraint is only one of the 
author's proposals. Saving of all remaining 
old-growth is equally urgent, but that affects 
- only 2 or 3 million acres. Clearcuttingafflicts 
the matrices between the old-growth jewels, 
over 85 million acres on public lands. 

Fritz's first book, Sterile Forest (Eakin 
Press, 1983), is becoming a legend among 
fighters for federal forest reform. Clearcutting 
may become one of the scriptures. 

Reviewed by George H. Russel. 

COYOTE'S CANYON, text by Terry Tempest 
Williams, photographs by John Telford; 
Peregrine Smith Books; 1989; $15.95 large- 
format paper; 96pp. 

It is my studied opinion that Coyote's 
Canyon is the finest and most inspiring pic- 
ture book of the moonscape canyon country 
of southern Utah ever published. And philo- 
sophically, you know the book is on the right 
track when the author acknowledges that "a 
special debt must be paid to the public rela- 
tions firm of Peacock, Abbey, Foreman and 
Sanders for tutelage in desert etiquette." 

Terry Tempest Williams is an award- 
winning Southwestern author, a former 
teacher on the Navajo reservation in Utah, 
and currently Naturalist-in-Residence at the 
Utah Museum of Natural History in Salt Lake 
City. Her eight lilting, right-minded, largely 
native-myth-based stories in Coyote's Can- 
yon are pure magic, reading like secrets 
whispered close in the ear. Listen to this, 
from the opening paragraph of "Thf Coyote 
Clan": 

When traveling to southern Utah for the first 
time, it is fair to ask if the redrocks were cut would 
they bleed. And when traveling to Utah's desert 
for the second or third time, it is fair to assume 
that they do, that the blood of the rocks gives life 
to the country. 

Photographer John Telford, Adjunct 
Professor of Art at the University of Utah, 
invested 10 years in creating the 60 haunt- 
ingly beautiful color images in this book — 
an effort that unarguably puts him in a class 
with Philip Hyde, David Muench, and the 
handful of other true artists of western 
American desert photography. 

Reviewed by David Petersen. , 


Ned Lucid Books 


ECODEFENSE 


A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 
Edited by Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood 
Forward! By Edward Abbey 

Even before the FBI launched a $2 million campaign to intimidate us from 
publishing and distributing it, ECODEFENSE was the most controversial con- 
servation book ever written. Now with the accelerating destruction of wilder- 
ness, the failure of "legitimate" means to halt the destruction, and the crackdown 
by authorities against monkeywrenching, ECODEFENSE is needed as never be- 
fore. 

ECODEFENSE features detailed, field-tested hints from experts on: 

V Decommissioning heavy equipment 

V Closing roads 

V Stopping off-road-vehicles 

V Spiking trees 

V Removing survey lines 

V Hassling overgrazers 

V Felling billboards 

V Removing traplines 

V Safety and security 

V and much more! 

HEAVILY ILLUSTRATED 
311 PAGES 
$13.50 Postpaid 


NED LUDD BOOKS PO Box 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703 



The Big Outside 


A Descriptive Inventory of the Big Wilderness Areas of the 

USA 

By Dave Foreman and Howie Wolke 

This landmark conservation book argues effectively that ecological wilderness 
is big wilderness. After 8 years of detailed research the authors have updated Bob 
Marshall’s historic 1936 Roadless Area Inventory. THE BIG OUTSIDE features: 

* Descriptions and status of every roadless area in America over 
100,000 acres in the West and 50,000 acres in the East 

* Historical and ecological introductions for each state or region 

* 21 maps showing large roadless areas 

* History of large roadless areas 

* Ecological importance of large roadless areas 

* The factors destroying America's roadless areas 

* Large roadless areas ranked by size 

* Large roadless areas listed by states 

* Bob Marshall's 1936 roadless area inventory 

* Bob Marshall's 1927 roadless area inventory (never before 
published) 

* Detailed guide for further reading 

* Foreword by MICHAEL FROME 

* 470 pages 

$21.00 Postpaid 


IMPORTANT NOTE: All orders for ECODEFENSE and THE 
BIG OUTSIDE (retail and wholesale) should be sent directly to 
NED LUDD BOOKS, POB 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703. Do not 
order from the Earth First! Journal. 
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WILD AMERICA 
IS OUR CAMPUS 


? MAKE PROTECTING THE 
ENVIRONMENT YOUR JOB 


Career programs leading to 
AA, B.S. and M.S. degrees 

You can’t fully learn about the envi- 
ronment by sitting in a classroom. 
Our expeditions are small groups of 
inquiring college, high school, grad- 
uate students and faculty who travel 
across America as a learning com- 
munity. As we camp out September- 
May or summers— hiking, canoeing 
and skiing— we visit people and 
places to encounter deep ecological 
problems, society and self. Our 4- 
week to 4-year cross-cultural studies 
—Newfoundland to California— lead 
to naturalist, outdoor and educa- 
tional livelihoods. 

The Expedition Education Advan- 
tage. Q incorporates all previous 
undergraduate coursework. [j of- 
fers accredited career internships, 
independent study, life experience 
credit and transferable coursework, 
□ awards financial aid and career 
startup funding. 

Send for complete information packet or inquire: 

National Audubon Society 
Expedition Institute 

Sharon • Conn. 06069, 

(203) 364-0522 

Students are admitted regardless of their race, 
sex. religion or national origin. 


The Job Seeker specializes in environmental 
and natural resource vacancies nationwide. 
Two issues each month are filled with current 
vacancies from Federal, state, local, private, 
and non-profit employers. A three month trial 
subscription is only $15.00. Subscribe today! 


The Job Seeker 

Dept A, Rt 2 Box 16, Warrens, Wl 54666 


KAYAK, PADDLE, OR RAFT 
Tflfin THE GRAND CANYON 

(or other rivers) n 

07 thE co lOR 

HELP write: 

' u FOR— Southwest 

Box 1115 

Flagstaff. AZ 86002 
Commercially-operated and licensed 
raft/paddle trips and Kayak support 
on Grand Canyon, Cataract. Green, 

San Juan, Dolores. AT SPECIAL 
LOW PRICES, AS BENEFIT to 
FRIENDS OF THE RIVER , 
in its effort to protect the Colorado, 
from "peaking power" and other 
energy development. 


♦Workshops ♦ Speakers ♦ Latest Whitewater Equipment 
(gala Auction & (Dance ♦ River running equipment SWAP 
MEET ( sell your old and buy some new!) 


HOW TO KILL A GIANT. 
Thoughts on a final solution 
Read this book before it's 


Choose 

Recycled 



We offer a beautiful selection of greeting cards, 
gift wrap, note cards and stationery and a com- 
plete line of office, printing, computer and 
copy paper — all printed on the finest quality, 
100% recycled paper. In the U.S., people throw 
away 100 billion pounds of paper every year. 
Send the recycling message to others by using 
products that save trees and stop waste. Send 
for our free, 32-page catalog. 

Earth Care Paper Inc. 

P.O. Box 3335, Dept. 19 

Madison, Wl 53704 

(608) 256-5522 FREE 



•PP1NTEP ON REELED PAPER- 



Earth SgSi Graphics 


QFApHIc Dft|&N FOR A HEALTHY PM NET 

FOR A FREE CATALOb APV 5 AMPLE, SBpD 
5.AS.C-T0 RFP#I 0PAN6E, MA- 01364. 


banned. $7. K. Williams, Box 
811, Big Pine, CA 93513 


MEET OTHER ECOLOGY- 
MINDED SINGLES through 
the Concerned Singles News- 
letter. Nationwide. Since 
1984. Free sample: Box 555-B, 
Stockbridge, MA 01262. 


I ADVERTISE IN 

1 EARTH FIRST! 

Reach thousands of refined minds with 
j your slick Madison Avenue message in 
our high-toned, sophisticated publica- 
tion. Rates are as follows: 

I 

I Half Page $300 
Quarter Page $150 
Eighth Page $80 
Column inch $10 

Columns are 2 l U inches wide. There 
will be a minimum $25 extra charge 
for any ads that are not camera-ready. 
Ads that are not the proper width will 
be returned or they can be PMTed to 
fit for an additional $10 charge. Class- 
ified ads are available for 40 cents a 
word ($5 minimum). Send your ads to 
EF! POB 5871, Tucson, AZ 85703. 


♦ Special Kids Conference ♦ 

For information, call Merlyn Storm at 415 / 771-0400 


MOOERNE MAN 

COMICS 

^ 7?. van czr/Th&n 





<2? 4 => \n?ri /ysf 


A GRAPHIC, SEMI- SATIRICAL LOOK. AT MODERN 
LIFE AND ITS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 

PAPERBACK - <76 PAGES - 3S4 COMIC STRIPS 
CSOM& HAVE APPEARED IN EARTH FIRST! 1 
1S&N 0-76'2421S- O - 4 

4- \S a /o SHIPPING & HANDLING (2O%F0K 
OUTSIDE U-S. - U.S. FUNDS, INTERNATIONAL 
MONE-V ORDERS ONL^ PLEASE.") 

HCP £1- OFF WITH THIS AD 

O.K- PRESS - R O. &. 5-2 1 

&UTTE, MT 57703 


CO-OP AMERICA'S BUILDING ECONOMIC ALTERNATIVES is a quarterly 
membership magazine filled with insightful articles on ways in 
which you can challenge the inefficiencies and injustices of our 
economic system. Each issue includes practical strategies for 
integrating your politics, economics and lifestyle. In the most 
recent issue, learn how to make recycling work on individual, 
business, community, and even national levels. For a FREE copy, 
write to Co-op America, 2100 M St. N.W. , Suite 310-P, Washington, 
DC 20063 or call 1-800-424-2667. 


DUPONT ‘ S OZONE HOLE: ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS OF CFC-HCFC RELEASE 
First comprehensive textbook? 320 page paperback, $20 postpaid, 
bio le Truth, P.O. Box 44023, Tucson, AZ 85733. 


The SAVE THE RAINFOREST COMMITTEE OF LOS ANGELES wishes 
to unveil to the discriminating public, its limited edition leisure 
shirts with the bold emblem: "Burger KILL" in bright Beverly Hills 

red between two buns. This at the usual price of $12. We also 

have large bumperstickers for your Rolls at only a trifle $1 (or 50c for 
20 or more). These say "Burgers Kill Rainforest". Both include our 
name, "Save the Rainforest", at no extra charge. Both cause quite a 
stir at garden parties and other social functions. Save the Dolphin 
full-color sweatshirts are also available for $22. Make your checks 
out to: Southern California Vegetarians Inc., PO Box 34427, Los 
Angeles, CA 90034. 


EF! Pilgrimage. Visit the sacred 
founding place of EF! in the Mexican 
desert with an expert guide (March 
1990). Re-live the early days of EF! 
Climb Cerro Pinacate, search for 
messianic visions, pray for Mother 
Earth, then visit the famous bar in San 
Luis, Sonora, for strength and revival 
fire. Write for information to: 

El Gran Desierto Guides, PO Box 426, 
Union City, CA 94587 
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clear as cut glass 

& just as dangerous 


all rights reserved to the authors 


a trap 

she chews her leg 
off silently 
free she is notorious 
police have verified it 
wolfbone 

the blood is not human’s 
danger howls 
won’t wait for the moon 
in broad daylight 
magically her leg is 
restored by a song 

a man looks for the 
mathematics section 
it’s the holidays 
a lynx goes by in pink 
our snow 
acid rain 

empty horns ^ 

our wolf adapts 
lays low in snow 
scrambled with ham 
nipping the heels 
ducking the wheels 
she knows the old 
stories well 

Ted Arvidson 
Juneau 


Their voices fall like corks popping out of gusting clouds 
They dive and play with boisterous wind 
Roll onto their backs for a second of suspense 
And roll back to look down on the eagle 

Their beaks wedge like ebony 
Against the southward leading sky 
They eat what has to be eaten 
And keep a giant profile 

Broad black feathers realize strong wings 

For traveling the coast and feasting the eyes 

Up and down where the horizon is heaven's summit 

Feathers as wide and stiff 

As cat tails in the wetlands I used to know 

Jenny Hoegler 

Villa Park 


aw, 

ACUMEN 

CROW 

RAVEN 

cravenings 

SIMPLE 

FACTS 

FACSIMILES 

CROW: 

caww! 

RAVE-UP: 

awwk! 

SPLIT-TONGUE 

TALK 

SPIT-AT 

human 

Em'rynn Artunian 

Malo 


MUTE DAY 


A forsythia sun sets 

in the west comer of the window, 

The day isn’t talking. 

Her lips arc sealed with cloud 
and dusty cherry blossoms. 

Deanna Kawatski 
Stewart 


In a house of bones we 
call down the spirits, 
and the plants grow, 
and the animals move freely. 

We light candles, calling for the return, 

and the flame of life 

bums through the buildings, 

nothing but ash, 

and the plants grow, 

and the animals move freely. 

Gary Lawless mjjm % 

Margaret Leonard JmB 'C3 

Chimney Farms jKj 1| 


ALL THAT BREATHES 


All the breaths all the people 
who ever lived or are alive now 
breathe in their life put together 
could fit in a space 


Pan 

Wodan 

Baphomet 

Cerenunnos 

Osiris 

Astarte 

Diana 

Hecate 

Demetcr 

Kali 

Unanna 

Craig Stehr 
Yogaville 


Lake Michigan, 

Whereas an ant's total breaths in its life 
would fill a space 
the size of 
your body. 

And a human breathes 
a space of air in its life 
the size of 

the Empire State Building, 

And a Blue Whale breathes a volume 
so large in its life 
you could go backpacking in it 
for a month 
and see no one. 

Antler 

Milwaukee IfT Tl™ 


a burial site, considered 

I taped it well 

with magic Scotch 

to hold in the stench 

buried it deep 

in a suitable, discrete spot 

away from the flower beds 

near the back of my lot 

on my neighbor's property 

something to forget 

now that it's under the ground 

I hear the faint roar of trucks 

speeding down the highway 

huge 18 -wheelers with large canisters 

covering up "activity" 

heading south with waste 

to be carefully placed in salt beds 

in a neighboring city 

close to the border 

something to forget 

now that it's under the ground 

they say "water runs down stream" 
so I live on high land in the north 
I hear a rumble in the earth 
plates moving, fault lines 
echoes of ancient rifts — 

under a neighboring city \ jpjK F^ v < 
far away, they say 
something to forget 

since it's under the ground. ^ 

Elizabeth J. Roll 

Albuquerque 


ANIMAL LOVE 


You purr in my arms 
like a cat 

stretch your long supple 

back like a cat 

Your 

sweet tawny fur 

soft and electric against my hand 
The tip of your little pink tongue 
on the tip of my nose 
you look deep into my eyes- 

It's morning 
The winter clouds red 
with the sun rising 
We're warm in bed 
and love is everywhere- 
so it's not 
I suppose 
so surprising 

that for a moment I forgot 

you and I are two different species- 

forgot for a moment that 

you are in fact a cat. 

Rick Fields 
Boulder 


THE RETURNS FROM SOUTHERN 
UTAH: NOVEMBER 8, 1988 


On the Escalante this morning 
sandstone voted to hold firm, 
but the river was talking 

big change. Grass plotted 
to win by numbers, deer 
were listening to every side 

and under all cliffs the scree 
was united-downhill, but slow. 

Cottonwoods carried a motion 

of wind, which quietly threw 
its support to the hawks, 

/ and with the sky wide open 

to any suggestion, the sun 
took a while to make up its mind 
before it said yes to everything. 

John Daniel 
Portland 
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Titles with asterisks (*) have been discontinued and will not be reordered when our 
current stock is gone. 

Please note that Ecodefense: A Field Guide for Monkeywrenching is no longer sold 
directly by the Earth First! Bookstore. All orders for it should be sent directly to the 
publisher, Ned Ludd Books (PO Box 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703). See the Ned Ludd 
Books ad in this issue for details. 

All prices listed below are postpaid. Order directly from Earth First!, POB 7, Canton, 
NY 1361 7. Books are sent 4th class book rate. For quicker first class mailing or UPS 
delivery please check with Nancy Z ( 602-622-1371) for additional shipping charges. 

Good reading! 


NEW BOOK 

HAYDUKE LIVES! 

By Edward Abbey 

For all of you who last saw George Washington Hayduke hanging from a cliff above 
the raging Colorado River, here is the sequel to Abbey's comic masterpiece. The 
Monkey Wrench Gang. Bonnie Abbzug, Doc Sarvis and Seldom Seen Smith return 
as well, with help from that wild and crazy outfit Earth First! (which two of Seldom's 
wives have joined) and the Lone Ranger. The villainous Bishop Dudley Love is back, 
along with a bunch of new evil-doers including a BLM rangerette and shadowy 
federal agents. When the Colorado Plateau is under siege by a multinational 
uranium corporation and the world's largest strip mining shovel, GOLIATH, who ya 
gonna call? Hayduke! Hardcover, 308 pages. $21 postpaid. 


BACKLIST OF TITLES 

SLUMGULLION STEW "An Edward Abbey 
Reader" by Edward Abbey with illustrations 
by the author. Hardcover, 383 pages, $21. 
THE FOOLS PROGRESS "An Honest 
Novel" by Edward Abbey. Hardcover, 485 
pages, $22. 

THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG By Edward 
Abbey. $6. 

THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG (German 
translation) By Edward Abbey $12. 

DESERT SOLITAIRE By Edward Abbey. 255 
pages, hardcover, $28. 

DESERT SOLITAIRE By Edward Abbey. 
Paperback, $4.50 

THE JOURNEY HOME "Some Words in 
Defense of the American West" by Edward 
Abbey. Illustrated by Jim Stiles. $10 
ONE LIFE AT A TIME, PLEASE By Edward 
Abbey. $9 

BEYOND THE WALL "Essays From the 
Outside" By Edward Abbey. S9 
LAST WORDS By Antler. Paperback, 191 
pages. $6. 

LAND OF LITTLE RAIN By Mary Austin 
with an introduction by Edward Abbey. $8 
A GREEN CITY PROGRAM For San Fran- 
sisco Bay Area Cities & Towns by Peter Berg, 
Beryl Magilavy, and Seth Zuckerman. 70 
pages, softcover, $6.50. 

THE GRIZZLY IN THE SOUTHWEST 
"Documentary of an Extinction" by David E. 
Brown, with a foreword by Frank C. 
Craighead, Jr. Hardcover. $22. 

THE WOLF IN THE SOUTHWEST "The 
Making of an Endangered Species" David E. 
Brown, editor. $ 1 1 

STATE OF THE WORLD 1989 By Lester 
Brown and Worldwatch. Index, footnotes, 
256 pages, paperback. $ 1 1.50. 

TOPSOIL AND CIVILIZATION Revised edi- 
tion, by Vernon Gill Carter and Tom Dale. 
$13. 

OVERSHOOT "The Ecological Basis of Revo- 
lutionary Change" by William R. Catton, Jr. 
Index, glossary, references, 298 pages. $12 
AGENTS OF REPRESSION "The FBI's Secret 
War Against the Black Panther Party and the 
American Indian Movement" By Ward 
Churchill and Jim Vander Wall. 509 pages, 
index, extensively footnoted, heavily illus- 
trated with photos, softcover. $17. 

THE HISTORY OF THE SIERRA CLUB, 
1892-1970byMichaelP. Cohen. Hardcover, 
550 pages, index, footnotes. $32.50. 

THE PATHLESS WAY By Michael Cohen. 
$14.50 

HOW NATURE WORKS "Regenerating Kin- 
ship with Planet Earth" by Michael J. Cohen 
(a different Mike Cohen than the author of 
"The Pathless Way"). 263 pages. $12.50. 
CHANGES IN THE LAND "Indians, Colo- 
nists, and the Ecology of New England" by 
William Cronon. 241 pages, index, foot- 
notes, bibliographic essay. $9. 


A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC By Aldo 
Leopold. $9 

HEADED UPSTREAM "Interviews With 
Iconoclasts" by Jack Loeffler. 194 pages, 
photographs, $12.50. 

ALDO LEOPOLD "His Life and Work" by 
Curt Meine. Hardcover, $32. 

COMPANION TO A SAND COUNTY AL- 
MANAC "Interpretive & Critical Essays" 
edited byj. Baird Callicott. $14.50 
QUATERNARY EXTINCTIONS "A Prehis- 
toric Revolution" Edited by Paul Martin and 
Richard G. Klein. Paperback, index, foot- 
notes, references, 892 pages. $37.50. 
WILDLIFE IN AMERICA By Peter Matth- 
iessen. Heavily illustrated with color and 
black and white (including color plates by 
Audubon). Index, 332 pages, hardcover. 
Originally prices at $32 postpaid, now only 
$18! 

THE HUMAN CONDITION "An Ecological 
and Historical View" by William H. McNeill. 

Hardcover, 81 pages. $10 
PLAGUES AND PEOPLES By William H. 
McNeill. Paperback, 291 pages, index, foot- 
notes, appendix. $8. 

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO ECOLOGY? 
by Stephanie Mills. Hardcover, 253 pages, 
$ 21 . 

WILDERNESS AND THE AMERICAN 
MIND By Roderick Nash. $13.50 
THE RIGHTS OF NATURE "A History of 
Environmental Ethics" By Roderick Nash. 
Hardcover, $29. 

ENDANGERED RIVERS "And the Conserva- 
tion Movement" by Tim Palmer. 40 full- 
color photographs by the author. 316pages, 
index, references, appendices. $15. 
DOLPHIN LEAPING IN THE MILKY WAY 
By Jeff Poniewaz. $8 

CADILLAC DESERT "The American West 
and Its Disappearing Water" by Marc Re- 
isner. $11 

MOUNTAINS WITHOUT HANDRAILS 
"Reflections on the National Parks" by Jo- 
seph L. Sax. $9.50 

DESERTS ON THE MARCH Fourth edition 
by Paul B. Sears. Hardcover. $20. 
THINKING LIKE A MOUNTAIN "Towards a 
Council of All Beings" by John Seed, Joanna 
Macy, Pat Fleming and Ame Naess. Illus- 
trated by Dailan Pugh. 128 pages, references. 
$9.50 

SISTERS OF THE DREAM by Mary So- 
joumer. Hardcover, 363 pages, $22. 
CONSERVATION BIOLOGY "An Evolu- 
tionary-Ecological Perspective" edited by 
Michael E. Soule and Bruce A. Wilcox. 395 
pages, index, bibliography. $26.50 
CONSERVATION BIOLOGY "The Science 
of Scarcity and Diversity" edited by Michael 
E. Soule. 584 pages, index, bibliography. 
$29.50 

THE OLD WAYS By Gary Snyder. $5.50 
WITHJUSTICE FORNONE "Destroying an 
American Myth" By Gerry Spence. 370 
pages, hardcover, index, references. $21. 
THIS IS DINOSAUR "Echo Park Country 
and Its Magic Rivers" edited by Wallace 
Stegner. $10 


BOOKS ON TAPE 

AN EVENING WITH JOHN MUIR 
This is a recording of Lee Stetson's one-man stage play, based on the life and 
works of John Muir. In it, we join Muir in his home on the evening of Dec. 19, 
1913, as he awaits a decision by President Woodrow Wilson. Wilson must sign 
or veto the bill authorizing a dam within Yosemite National Park, a decision to 
either provide new water to San Francisco or to preserve the exquisite Hetch 
Hetchy Valley. For Muir, this is the last battle in a 25-year-long struggle to 
preserve the National Park System he helped create. Cassette, 90 minutes. $11 
postpaid. 

JOHN MUIR'S STICKEEN 

Performed by Lee Stetson. This is Muir's gripping story of getting trapped on a glacier 
during a howling storm in the company of the dog, Stickeen. This "little, black, 
short-legged bunchy-bodied, toy dog," as Muir described him, "enlarged my life, 
extended its boundaries." The tale was one of muir's most popular, and has lost none 
of its power in this recorded performance. Cassette, 38 minutes. $10 postpaid. 

FREEDOM AND WILDERNESS 
Edward Abbey Reads From His Work 

Two cassettes (2hrs. 52 minutes) of Edward Abbey reading selections from his books. 
Includes Come On In (The Journey Home), Fire Lookout (Abbey's Road), The Dead 
Man At Grandview Point (Desert Solitaire), Down There In The Rocks (Abbey's 
Road), Cowboys (Desert Solitaire), Watching The Birds: The Windhover (Down The 
River), In Defense Of The Redneck (Abbey's Road), Merry Christmas Pigs (Abbey's 
Road), Freedom And Wilderness, Wilderness And Freedom (The Journey Home), 
Planting A Tree (Down The River). Hear it from Cactus Ed hisself. $18.50 postpaid. 


THE EARTH FIRST! LI'L GREEN SONGBOOK 

78 terrific Earth First! songs by Johnny Sagebrush, Cecelia Ostrow, Bill 
Oliver, Greg Keeler, Walkin' Jim Stoltz and others from Australia and 
America. Guitar chords are included with most songs. An absolute must for 
every true-green EF!er to sing along with our minstrels or to play the songs 
yourself. Dealer inquiries welcome. $6 postpaid, $4 postpaid special to 
Earth First! subscribers only! ($3 plus shipping for prepaid wholesale orders 
of 5 or more). 


ECOLOGICAL IMPERIALISM "The Bio- 
logical Expansion of Europe, 900 - 1900" by 
Alfred W. Crosby. Index, references, maps, 
illustrations, 368 pages. $13 
SIMPLE IN MEANS, RICH IN ENDS "Prac- 
ticing Deep Ecology" by Bill Devall. 224 
pages, bibliography. $12.50. 

DEEP ECOLOGY "Living As If Nature Mat- 
tered" by Bill Devall and George Sessions. 
263 pages. $11.50 

THE ARROGANCE OF HUMANISM By 
David Ehrenfeld. Index, references, 286 
pages. $12.50 

THE NATURAL ALIEN "Humankind and 
Environment" by Neil Evernden. $14 
TROPICAL NATURE "Life and Death in the 
Rain Forests of Central and South America" 
by Adrian Forsyth and Ken Miyata. §9 
THE AMERICAN CONSERVATION MOVE- 
MENT "John Muir and His Legacy" by 
Stephen Fox. $16.50 

CLEARCUTTIN G: A CRIME AGAINST NA- 
TURE by Edward C. Fritz. Hardcover, 16 
pages of color photographs, graphics. 
$16.50. 

STERILE FOREST "The Case Against 
Clearcutting" by Edward C. Fritz. Special 
discounted price of $6.50 
TAME WILDERNESS By Dennis Fritzinger. 
$ 6 . 

CONSCIENCE OF A CONSERVATIONIST 
"Selected Essays" by Michael Frame. 288 
.pages, $27. 

PROMISED LAND "Adventures and En- 
counters in Wild America" by Michael 
Frame. Originally priced at $18.95. Signed 
by Mike Frame. Hardcover. $12 as a special 
for EFlers. 

WHOSE WOODS THESE ARE "The Story of 
the National Forests" by Michael Frame. $ 10 
WAR AT HOME Covert Action Against U.S. 
Activists and What We Can Do About It By 
Brian Glick. 92 pages, paperback, footnotes, 
resources for help. $6. 

FEAR AT WORK "Job Blackmail, Labor and 
the Environment" by Richard Kazis and 
Richard L. Grossman. Special discounted 
price of $9.50 

SECRETS OF THE OLD GROWTH FOREST 
By David Kelly with photographs by Gary 
Braasch. Bibliography, 99 pages, oversized 
hardcover. $32. 

THE BREAKDOWN OF NATIONS By Leo- 
pold Kohr. Foreword by Kirkpatrick Sale. 
Index, bibliography, appendices, paperback, 
250 pages. $6. 

SACRED LAND SACRED SEX "Rapture of 
the Deep" by Dolores LaChapelle. One of the 
best deep ecology books. 382 pages, index, 
footnotes, bibliography, oversized. $24.50. 
EARTH WISDOM By Dolores LaChapelle. 
$15.50 

BEAR MAGIC A chapbook by the National 
Grizzly Growers. $3.50 


ZODIAC "The Eco-Thriller" by Neal 
Stephenson. Paperback, 283 pages. $9 
THE WHISPER BEHIND THE WIND By 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz. 44 pages. $7.50 
RESPECT FOR NATURE A Theory of Envi- 
ronmental Ethics 

By Paul W. Taylor. Index, bibliography, 
footnotes, 329 pages. Paperback. $ 14. 
WILDERNESS VISIONARIES By Jim dale 
Vickery. $12. 

ON THE BRINK OF EXTINCTION "Con- 
serving the Diversity of Life" by Edward C. 
Wolf. 54 pages, index. $4. 

RIVERS OF EMPIRE Water, Aridity & The 
Growth of The American West By Donald 
Worster. Index, footnotes, paperback. 
$14.50. 

YELLOWSTONE AND THE FIRES OF 
CHANGE By George Wuerthner. Many 
color photographs, bibliography, maps, 64 
pages, paperback, oversized. $10. 

MAPS 

We are offering several fine US Geological Survey 
maps — all suitable for wall mounting, as well 
as being necessary reference tools for wilderness 
activists. Prices listed are postpaid. Maps are 
mailed folded (although they can be sent rolled 
for an extra $2 per order, except for the Wilder- 
ness System map). 

NATIONAL WILDERNESS PRESERVA- 
TION SYSTEM This full color, large map (40" 
x 25") shows all designated Wilderness Areas 
by agency in the US (including Alaska and 
Hawaii), plus a list of all the Wilderness Areas 
by state with their acreages. Scale is 
1:5,000,000. Information is current to Janu- 
ary 1987. Rivers, state boundaries, and major 
cities are also shown. $3.25. 

US POTENTIAL NATURAL VEGETATION 
A beautiful multi-color map showing 106 
different vegetative types in the US. This is 
the Kuchler Ecosystem Map the Forest Serv- 
ice used in RARE II. The reverse side shows 
Alaska and Hawaii and offers a fairly detailed 
essay about the map and potential natural 
vegetation. A National Atlas Separate; scale 
is 1:7,500,000 (28* x 19") $3.25. 

MAJOR FOREST TYPES A multi-color map 
showing the 25 major forest types in the 
United States Including Alaska and Hawaii. 
A National Atlas Separate. 1:7,500,000 (28" x 
19"). $3.25. 

FEDERAL LANDS A National Atlas Separate, 
1:7,500,000 (28" x 19"), showing National 
Forests, Grasslands, Parks, Monuments, 
Wildlife Refuges, BLM lands, military, In- 
dian Reservations, Bureau of Reclamation, 
etc. in different colors for all 50 states. $3.25. 
ALASKA NATIONAL INTEREST LANDS A 
splendid color map of Alaska with shaded 
relief, rivers, lakes, elevation points, commu- 
nities and roads. The National Parks, Pre- 
serves, Monuments, Wildlife Refuges, Wild 
& Scenic Rivers and Wilderness Areas desig- 
nated by the December 2, 1980, Alaska Na- 
tional Interest Lands Conservation Act are 
shown, as are the Tongass and Chugach 
National Forests. 24"xl8". $3.25. 


Page 36 Earth First! February 2, 1990 






V. rturaccfTTF n 


ON CfiSStlXE ONLY 



NEW MUSIC 

The Wallys "Rainforest Roadshow '89" 

After years of playing second fiddle to John Seed, the Wallys have recorded a tape 
of their own. If you've seen them at the Rendezvous, you know these cocky kids 
can match any of our established old fart musicians for energy, commitment, 
and clever lyrics! Imagine a garage band from the Australian rainforest and 
you've got the Wallys. Includes: Once Upon A Planet, Lay Down Your Whopper, 
Planetary Flag, That's Auker, Expanding Universe, TonkaToys, Use It Up, 
Apeman, Leave It In The Ground. $10 postpaid. 

John Seed "Deep Ecology" 

Not to be outdone, John has released another tape of his own, combining his 
words and music with that of many others, such as Dakota Sid, Greg Keeler, 

Dana Lyons, Lone Wolf Circles, and Bahloo. Includes: Invocation, Animal 
Spirits, Expanding Universe, Earth First!, Magic Forest, Subvert the Dominant 
Paradigm, Make Bucks, Burning Times, Gaia Meditation, I Am An Animal, Earth 
Am I, The Rainforest Within, Tribesmen of Penan, Angel of Sunshine, Leave It In 
The Ground, and Everyone is Everyone. $10 postpaid. 

John Sirkis "The Wild West" 

Sirkis showed up on our doorstep with another tape of his socially conscious 
folk-rock tunes. This high-quality production might be mistaken for a product of 
the corporate music offices in L.A. if you missed the words. With compassion 
and wit, he exposes the American Dream and pokes fun at both liberal and 
conservative know-nothings while making pleasant bouncy music. Includes: 
Solar Kills, In Jamaica, Roseville Fair, The Wild West, Think For Yourself, New 
Morality, and Aztlan. $9 postpaid. 


OLD FAVORITES 

Austin Lounge Lizards "Creatures 
From the Black Saloon" $9 postpaid. 


Katie Lee "Colorado River Songs" 
$12 postpaid. 



NOTECARDS FROM 
HELEN WILSON 



Austin Lounge Lizards "Highway 
Cafe of the Damned" $9 postpaid. 

Darryl Cherney "I Had To Be Born 
This Century" $9 postpaid. 

Darryl Cherney "They Sure Don't 
Make Hippies Like They Used To!" 
$9 postpaid. 

Lone Wolf Circles "Full Circle" $10 
postpaid. 

Lone Wolf Circles "Tierra Primera! - 
The Deep Ecology Medicine Shows." 
$10 postpaid. 

Dakota Sid Clifford ". . . For The 
Birds" $10 postpaid. 

Dakota Sid Clifford "No Mercy" $10 
postpaid. 

Kelly Cranston" For the Kalmiopsis" 
$9 postpaid. 

Mark Graham "Natural Selections” 
$9 postpaid. 

Greg Keeler "Songs of Fishing, Sheep 
and Guns in Montana" $9 postpaid. 

Greg Keeler "Talking Sweet Bye & 
Bye" $9 postpaid. 

Greg Keeler "Bad Science Fiction" 

$9 postpaid. 

Greg Keeler "Post-Modern Blues" 

$9 postpaid. 

Greg Keeler "Nuclear Dioxin 
Queen" $10 postpaid. 

Katie Lee "Fenced!" $12 postpaid. 

Katie Lee "Ten Thousand Goddam 
Cattle" $14 postpaid. 

Katie Lee "Love's Little Sisters" $12 
postpaid. 


Dana Lyons "Our State is a Dump- 
site" $6 postpaid. 

Dana Lyons "Animal" $11 post- 
paid. 

Mokai "Clearcut Case Of The Blues" 
$9 postpaid. 

Bill Oliver "Texas Oasis" $9 post- 
paid. 

Bill Oliver & Friends "Better Things 
To Do" $9 postpaid. 

Bill Oliver "In These Ancient Trees" 
$5 postpaid. 

Cecelia Ostrow "All Life Is Equal" 
$8.50 postpaid. 

Cecelia Ostrow "Warrior of the 
Earth" $9 postpaid. 

Rainforest Information Centre 
"Nightcap" $10 postpaid. 

Joanne Rand "Home" $10 postpaid. 

John Seed, Bahloo & Friends "Earth 
First!" $10 postpaid. 

Jon Sirkis "A Few Less Colors" $9 
postpaid. 

Susan Grace Stoltz "Circle of 
Friends" $10 postpaid. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz "Spirit Is Still On 
The Run" $11 postpaid. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz "Forever Wild" 
$11 postpaid. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz "Listen to the 
Earth" $11 postpaid. 


Glen Waldeck "Wreckin' Ball 
Waldeck" $ 10 postpaid. 



DREAM GARDEN PRESS 


Wilderness and National Park Calendars from 
Dream Garden Press Available through Earth First! 



•1990 Western Wilderness Calendar 

Featuring: Edward Abbey Annie Dillard 

Mary Austin Jim Harrison 

Byrd Baylor Robinson Jeffers 

Carol Bly Barry Lopez 


Gary Paul Nabhan 
David Quammen 
Wallace Stegner 
David Rains Wallace 



1990 Redwoods and Big Trees Calendar 

Our Newest Calendar featuring; Yosemite, Redwoods, Sequoia, Kings Canyon, Muir 
Woods, California State Parks and other additional paries. 


1990 Big Bend National Park, Texas Calendar 

Far down at the Mexican Border, the Rio Grande makes a great U-tum. Inside this mighty 
curve lies a remote and magnificent national park known as the Big Bend that relatively 
few have visited. The Fifth Anniversary Edition. 


1990 Shenandoah / Great Smoky Mountains Calendar 

The Appalachian, Great Smokies and Blue Ridge Mountains are three of the great 
ancestral mountain ranges of the eastern United States. Together for the first time with 
the Blue Ridge Parkway. 


$10.00 each postpaid directly from Earth First! 
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EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS 


WINDOW STICKERS 

EARTH FIRST! FIST Green EF! fist 
with the words "EARTH FIRST! No 
compromise in Defense of Mother 
Earth" in green on a 3 inch diameter 
white vinyl circle. 4 for $1 postpaid. 

NO COWS Cow and barbed wire in 
black with "universal no" red slash 
and circle. Words: Free Our Public 
Lands! Stop Destructive Welfare 
Ranching End Public Lands Livestock 
Grazing. 3 inch diameter white vinyl 
circle. 6 for $1 postpaid. 


CAMO CAPS 

We've got a variety of camouflage base- 
ball caps. They come in either wood- 
land or desert camo with 100% cotton 
backs. We also have desert camo caps 
with mesh backs. They all have adjust- 
able tabs so one size fits all. The EF! fist 
logo and the words "EARTH FIRST!" are 
printed in black. Be sure to specify what 
style you want or we'll send you what 
we have most of. $8 postpaid. 


NON CAMO CAPS 

For you non-militaristic types out there, 
we now have a non-camouflage cap — 
the fist and "Earth First!" in black inkon 
a tan cotton cap with a cloth back. One 
size fits all. $8 postpaid 



SILENT AGITATORS 

Fun to stick anywhere — bar bath- 
rooms, Freddie offices, trail registers . . . 
wherever the evil ones need to know 
that we are about and watching. 

EARTH FIRST! FISTS 

Green EF! fist logo with words 
"EARTH FIRST! No compromise in 
defense of Mother Earth" in red ink. 

1 5/8 inch diameter circles. 30 for 
$1.25 postpaid. 

ANTI-GRAZING 

A grazing cow and barbed wire with 
the universal "no" slash, and the 
words "Free Our Public Lands!" and 
"Stop Destructive Welfare Ranching 
End Public Lands Livestock Grazing." 

1 5/8 inch diameter circles. 30 for 
$1.25 postpaid. 

COORS 

Spread the word on these villains. 

Black words on green stickers. 2x3 
inch rectangles. 10 for $1.25 post- 
paid. 

Coors is Anti-Earth 
Coors is Anti-Women 
Coors is Anti-Labor 
AND IT TASTES AWFUL! 

BOYCOTT COORS 

"TOOLS" 

The late John Zaelit's Monkeywrench 
and Warclub design is back by 
popular demand. Brown design with 
"Earth First!" in green on 1 5/8 inch 
diameter white circles. 30 for $1.25 
postpaid. 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

Unless otherwise indicated, our 
bumperstickers are green lettering on 
long lasting white vinyl and are $1 
postpaid. "Starred bumperstickers are 
multi-colored with designs and are 

$1.25 postpaid. 


AMERICAN WILDERNESS * 

LOVE rr OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
(with red, white St blue US flag) 

ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 

BACK TO THE PLEISTOCENE 
( With 0 Ned Ludd 0 logo) 

BOYCOTT COORS "BEER" 

DAMN THE CORPS NOT RIVERS 

DARWIN 

(letters in evolving fish with legs) 

DESERT RAPER 

(bright red lettering — a sticker with many uses) 

DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL! 

(black and red lettering, 12 for SS) 

DREAM BACK THE BISON 
SING BACK THE SWAN 

EARTH FIRST! 

ESCHEW SURPLUSAGE 

HAYDUKE LIVES 

HUNT COWS - NOT BEARS 

HUNTERS: 

Did a cow get your elk? 

I'D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
(with Monkeywrench/War Club logo) 

IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL AS MINE, 
YOU'D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO! 
(Important note: This bumpersticker is — hopefully! — not for 
your own vehicle, but to surreptitiously paste on a jacked-up 
muscle wagon you find in the local shopping center parking 
lot. Don't get caught 1 These stickers are constructed out of 
cheap paper with permanent adhesive to maximize the 
difficulty of removing them. Special price: 12 for SS!) 

MALTHUS WAS RIGHT 

MUIR POWER TO YOU* 

(white and black on brown with face of Muir) 

NATIVE* 

(blue words with blue, green Sr white globe) 

NATURE BATS LAST 

NEANDERTHAL AND PROUD 
(With 0 Ned Ludd 0 logo) 

OIL AND BEARS DONT MIX 
(with bear logo) 

PAY YOUR RENT 
WORK FOR THE EARTH 

PROTECT OUR ENVIRONMENT 
STOP PUBLIC LANDS LIVESTOCK GRAZING 

REDNECKS FOR WILDERNESS 

RESCUE THE RAINFOREST 

RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 

SAVE THE YELLOWSTONE GRIZZLY 
(red Sr brown with bear Sr no ski area design) 

SAVE THE WILD 

STOP THE FOREST SERVICE 
SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 

STOP CLEARCUTTING 

(Regular stickers for regular price. Also available on cheap, 
hard-to-remove paper, 12 for SS) 

SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 

THINK GLOBALLY — ACT LOCALLY 

VOTE GREEN 

WOLVES! - NOT COWS 


Almost FREE 
BUMPERSTICKERS! 

The following bumperstickers are 
printed on cheap paper (very difficult 
to remove) and look great on certain 
signs throughout the West. We have 
a large quantity available, and will 
happily send you some if you'll cover 
the postage. Send a 25 cent SASE for 
two stickers, 45 cent SASE for six, or 
write to inquire about larger volumes. 

GET LIVESTOCK OFF 
OUR PUBLIC LANDS 

PUBLIC LANDS GRAZING = 

WELFARE RANCHING 


r > 

Picture Propaganda 

) 

CRACKING OF 
GLEN CANYON DAMN 
MOVIE 

The excellent 10 minute, color-sound 16 mm movie of Earth First! cracking 
Glen Canyon Damn in 1981 starring Ed Abbey and Johnny Sagebrush. An 
inspiring and humorous introduction to the Earth First! movement. Rental 
fee of $30 for showing to groups (includes shipping fee); $5 (shipping only) 
for EF! groups. Note: rental only; not for sale. 

DAMN MOVIE VIDEO 

We now have the cracking of Glen Canyon Damn for sale on video. 

$20 postpaid. 

OVERGRAZING 
SLIDE SHOW 

"The Eating of the West" graphically displays the devastation of Western 
public lands at the hands (and hooves) of the livestock industry. The show 
consists of over 100 high-quality slides from National Forests, National 
Wildlife Refuges, and BLM lands which portray the shocking magnitude of 
the problems caused by grazing. The slide show comes with a written script 
and is rented at cost, $ 10. Free copies of a 48-page tabloid on grazing are also 
available. Please include with your order the name and phone number of 
a contact person, and the date you need the show along with alternate dates. 
Orders must include street address for UPS delivery. "The Eating of the 
West" was funded by donations to Lynn Jacobs and the Earth First! Foun- 
dation. 


EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

Make checks out to "Earth First!" or send cash. Mail to Earth First!, POB 7, Canton, NY 13617. Please allow five 
weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received in that time). If possible, please use a street address so we can 
ship by UPS. First Class delivery can be arranged. Enter size, color, style, etc. We are sometimes temporarily out of 
certain items while waiting for stock to arrive. We'll send you the rest of your order immediately and the missing item 
as soon as we receive it. If you are in a hurry, give us a second choice of colors and when you need it by. Orders from 
outside of the United States must be in U.S. currency and include extra for shipping. Please use a separate subscription 
form when sending in a subscription. 


how 

many 

Trinket Description 

Color 

Size 

Amount 



















































Sub-total 

Name Add 7% sa j es tax 

if NY delivery. 

Street 

OKAY, HERE'S 

City. State Zip 
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f NEW! 'l 

EARTH FIRST! 
SWEATSHIRTS 

Years of requests and a trip to the Frozen Northlands 
(upstate New York) finally convinced us to print an EF! 
sweatshirt, and it turned out to be a beauty. It features 
the fist and slogan in emerald green on a gray 50/50 
^Hanes sweatshirt. $20 postpaid. ^ 

French Cut Clearance 
Sale! 

We are closing out our stock of womens' french cut t-shirts. All french cuts 
will go for just $5 postpaid, as long as supplies last. Shirts are all 50/50 blends 
in sizes S (all patterns), M, and L (Griz and Defend only), with colors and 
patterns as described in t-shirt listing. Note that these shirts run very small. 
Please give an alternate selection with your order, just in case. 

MOTHER GRIZZLY AND CUB 
DEFEND THE WILDERNESS 
EARTH FIRST! 


T-SHIRTS 

Unless otherwise noted, all shirts are 100% cotton and are available in 

sizes S, M, L, and XL. 

DON'T TREAD ON ME 

Monkeywrenching rattler on front with the words "Earth First!" and "Don't Tread 
On Me" (no longer printed on back). Brush Wolf's amazing full color snake seems 
ready to lunge off the shirt. Now in two colors: sand (tan) and watermelon 
(pinkish). Sorry, no large tans. $13 postpaid. 

MOTHER GRIZZLY AND CUB 

A pretty EF! shirt! A lovely full-color mother grizzly and cub against the rising sun 
on a light blue shirt. "American Wilderness - Love It Or Leave It Alone" slogan. Art 
by Susan Van Rooy. $13 postpaid. 

AMERICAN CANYON FROG 

Roger Candee's popular American Canyon Frog (Croakus abyssus pistoffus) with the 
message "AMERICAN WILDERNESS LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE." Avery colorful 
4-color design on a grey shirt. $12 postpaid. 

THE CRACKING OF GLEN CANYON DAMN 
Jim Stiles' infamous masterpiece. Keep on praying for that one little precision 
earthquake! Black design on blue heather 75/25 cotton/poly blend. $10 postpaid. 

DEFEND THE WILDERNESS 

The monkeywrencher's shirt. Art by Bill Turk. Silver design on black 100% cotton 
Beefy-T for night work. $10 postpaid. 

EARTH FIRST! 

Fist logo with words "EARTH FIRST! No Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth!" 
in black on green or red 100% cotton Beefy-T. $10postpaid. In kid's sizes, too! Only 
color is green, 50/50 blend, sizes S , M, and L. $7 postpaid. Be sure to specify kid's 
when you order. 


TOOLS 

John Zaelit's powerful impression of wilderness defense both old and new — the 
monkeywrench and stone club crossed. Black design on tan or blue shirt (blue only 
in S&M sizes). $10 postpaid. 

NED LUDD BOOKS 

The Ned Ludd Books logo of the Neanderthal with a Monkeywrench (by Brush Wolf) 
and the words "Back to the Pleistocene" and "Ned Ludd Books." Black ink on a tan 
shirt. $10 postpaid. 

FREE THE EARTH 

A woman of power in an image by Gila Trout. Purple and silver ink on teal (dark 
blue), fuschia (hot pink) or wild orchid (purple - NEW COLOR). Our stock of 
fuschia is low and we can't get more, so give us an alternate choice if you order 
fuschia. $12 postpaid. 

LONG-SLEEVED T-SHIRTS 

For cool-weather wear, we offer two of our t-shirt designs on long-sleeved 
100% cotton shirts, with colors and patterns described in t-shirt listing. 
MOTHER GRIZZLY AND CUB $16 postpaid. 

DEFEND THE WILDERNESS $13 postpaid. 

V ’ 


A NOTE ON 
TAN T-SHIRTS 

Alas, we are victims of fashion! We 
expect to be running out of all our tan t- 
shirts over the next few months because 
we just can 't get any more. Current fash- 
ion trends run to day-glo colors, and 
none of the big t-shirt makers are pro- 
ducing heavy-weight tan t-shirts. Oh, 
woe! Much as we at the Journal like tan, 
our current stock is all we expect to have 
for some months - until fashions 
change again. If you really want tan, get 
it now. 


EMBROIDERED 

PATCHES 

EARTH FIRST! 

This embroidered patch features the 
green fist and the words "EARTH 
FIRST!" and "No Compromise." Green 
and black on a white 3 M diameter round 
patch. $3.50 postpaid. 

HAYDUKE LIVES 

These are black 3 inch diameter round 
embroidered patches with a red mon- 
keywrench and the words HAYDUKE 
LIVES in red. $3.50 postpaid. 
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Keep us informed of ADDRESS CHANGES! The Post Office will charge us 30c for an address correction and won't 
forward your paper. 

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS — Introduce others to Earth First! and receive the EF! bumpersticker of your choice or 30 silent 
agitators for each gift subscription you make. Indicate your address and what you would like on the subscription form. 

LIFE SUBSCRIPTIONS — Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help Earth First! and insure that 
you'll get Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours, whichever is shorter)? Then become a life 
subscriber. Send us $400 and you've got it. , 

Clip and send to: Earth First!, POB 7, Canton, NY 13617 

Here's $20 or more for a one year subscription to Earth First! 

Here's $20 to resubscribe to Earth First! 

Here's an extra $15. Send Earth First! First Class. 

Here's $30 (US funds only). Send Earth First! to me First Class in Canada or Mexico or surface maii outside the USA. 

Here’s $45 (US funds only). Send me Earth First! Air Mail outside the USA. 

We are a government agency or exploitative corporation. Here’s $75 for a subscription ($100 for First Class mail). 

Here's $400 or more for a life subscription to Earth First!. 

Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here's $20 or more. 

I'm broke. Please send me a subscription for $ . 

Please change my address. My old zip code was: 
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The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an alias. Make sure the mailperson knows 
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EF! Carries Mt. Graham to Washington 



By Dale Turner 

"A protest againstthe Smithsonian? Are 
you sure?" The Park Service official in charge 
of permits couldn't believe her ears. No one 
had ever held a demonstration directed at 
the beloved Institute, and she was doubly 
surprised that an environmental group 
would do such a thing. 

So we pulled another first, Earth First! 
style. On February 6, a bunch of dedicated 
rowdies forcefully informed administrators 
of the Smithsonian Institute that they will be 
held accountable for their part in destroying 
a unique ecosystem atop Arizona's Mount 
Graham (see related story for an update). 

They were angry, and more than a little 
embarrassed. Maybe it was the tiny coffins 
for the Mt. Graham Red Squirrel. Maybe it 
was the reporters asking uncomfortable 
questions. Or maybe, just maybe, they 
didn't like the bright yellow, 25 ' banner that 
hung proudly from the front of the Museum 
of Natural History for an hour and a half. 

Whatever, they strongly deserve embar- 
rassment. Smithsonian astronomers were 
among the first proponents of the Mt. Gra- 
ham observatory project, and their six-dish 
interferometer would be the most destruc- 
tive of the instruments to be placed there. 

The Smithsonian has a high reputation 
for the protection of biodiversity worldwide 
— the biodiversity bill before Congress (HR 
1268) would create a National Center for 
Biological Diversity and Conservation Re- 
search as a new arm of the Institute. Yet the 
Smithsonian administration has ignored 


evidence that an observatory may quickly 
cause the extinction of a species, the Mt. 
Graham Red Squirrel — now estimated at 
fewer than 90 animals and listed as Endan- 
gered — and would irreversibly disrupt a 
relict ecosystem with at least two dozen 
other endemic or rare species. 

Arizona EF! has been pressuring Smith- 
sonian, and the other partners in the project, 
to pull out before serious damage is done to 
the mouiitaintop. For our February action in 
D.C., five of us traveled from Arizona to 
make sure we got heard. With the help of 
local EF! and Greenpeace folk, we pulled 
together some forty demonstrators for the 
day on the Mall. 

As a Natural History Museum security 
guard put it, "I gotta hand it to you. I've been 
here for years, and this is the slickest thing 
I've ever seen." 

We Are Everywhere 

In a related event, Smithsonian officials 
and the D.C. conservation community were 
impressed by an anonymous action the fol- 
lowing week at Washington's Hyatt Regency 
hotel. During a national conference on 
environmental law sponsored by the Smith- 
sonian, 350 conferees returned from lunch 
to find a four-page tabloid on Mt. Graham at 
each place-setting. The tabloids, produced 
by AZ EF!, gave a history of the Mt. Graham 
project and the way environmental laws 
were circumvented, and had references to 
Smithsonian circled in red. 


Mount Graham Comes Alive 


would have no significant impact on the Mt. 
Graham Red Squirrel, the species most obvi- 
ously affected, and listed by USFWS as En- 
dangered. The BO made no mention of the 
many other endemic species on the moun- 
tain top. 

Turns out the agency lied. In sworn 
testimony taken as part of a Sierra Club 
lawsuit, the BO's two authors said they were 
directed to reach that conclusion by Mike 
Spear, Regional Director for USFWS. Accord- 
ing to agency biologist Sam Spiller, one of the 
authors, "We had a predetermined intent to 
provide a preferred alternative that provided 
for scopes on High Peak (Mt. Graham), prior 
to completing the initial draft." Spiller said 
that, as a biologist, his personal conclusion is 
that the observatory plans would inevitably 
jeopardize the survival of the species. 

This became public the same day as our 
Smithsonian demonstration, and ten days 
later the USFWS called for a new Biological 
Opinion process ("reconsultation"). They 
also told the Forest Service to suspend the 
permit for observatory construction until 
new studies could be done but the FS has so 
far refused, claiming the law mandates con- 
struction of the project’s first three tele- 
scopes. 

Further construction (destruction) 
probably won’t begin until most of the snow 
melts on the 10, 720’ mountain, sometime in 
April or May. 

AZ EF! is increasing pressure on the 
agencies (to pull the permit) and on the 
collaborators (to pull out of the project). If 
we succeed with either approach, we just 
might win this war. If we don't succeed, it's 
back to the mountain to put our bodies in 
front of bulldozers. 

continued on page 3 


Temagami 

Activists and Indians Defend Ontario's Largest Old Growth 


Red Squirrel Road, Temagami Ontario: 
In a remote comer of northern Ontario bush, 
a simmering controversy between develop- 
ment interests on the one hand and natives 
and wilderness activists on the other boiled 
over into two consecutive blockades of road 
construction that lasted a total of 13 weeks 
between 20 September and 10 December 
1989. Construction was slowed but not 
halted by ecodefenders practicing non-vio- 
lent civil disobedience. Armed with 
krytonite locks, climbing rope, shovels, and 
canoes, the protesters' tactics included 
simple human road blocks, burials in the 
roadway and at a blast site, and clandestine 
nighttime forays to lock onto construction 
equipment. Progress was stopped at one 
point, and then forced to make a costly and 
time consuming detour around a woman 
who spent 13 chilly October days in a perch 
70 feet up a Red Pine in the middle of the 
Intended roadway. 

In all, 900 protesters participated; and 
358 people, including 232 natives, and envi- 
ronmentalists, senior citizens, journalists, 
northern Ontario residents, civil rights activ- 
ists, and a prominent Ontario politician [the 
leader of the New Democrat Party In Ontario] 
were arrested. By one estimate, the protest 
cost the Ontario police 575,000 a week in 
helicopter surveillance, night patrols, long- 
distance locksmithing services, and arrestee 
processing. Despite all this, and the yet to be 
heard charges against the arrestees (which 


may be dropped to avoid courtroom public- 
ity), the real battle has yet to be fought. The 
Ontario government has announced that on 
1 April 1 990 it intends to proceed with plans 
to begin clearcutting Temagami's wilder- 
ness. 

By December 10, Ontario's most subsi- 
dized logging road in history was completed. 
At a cost of many millions of dollars the 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 
(MNR) has been extending logging roads 
across the Temagami wilderness from three 
directions, with the intent of dissecting one 
of the largest areas of old-growth, called the 
Wakimika Triangle, into a T. Obstacles to 
these projects have included a 15 year legal 
battle over a native land claim to approxi- 
mately 4000 square miles of Temagami and 
the surrounding area, political and legal 
pressure from wilderness advocates such as 
the Temagami Wilderness Society (TWS), a 
formal request for a moratorium on resource 
extraction in Temagami by 54 North Ameri- 
can scientists, and the very embarrassing 
placement, by a politically conservative 
Swiss environmental organization, of Tem- 
agami on a world-wide fisting of unique and 
endangered areas. 

The arrest, on the first day of the TWS 
blockade, of Ontario's opposition party 
leader gave the blockade a high media profile 
within the province. However, most cover- 
age framed events' as a conflict of northern 
Ontario's economics versus southern On- 


tario based environmental concerns. By 
sticking to the familiar theme of loggers 
angry at the "tree-huggers" for jeopardizing 
their jobs, many reporters missed the deeper 
issues of resource extraction based econom- 
ics, a consumer driven and wasteful society, 
and even why a government of fiscal conser- 
vatives (the Liberal Party) would sp>end $3.5 
million on the 14 kilometer Red Squirrel 
Road extension to access timber that the 
government itself estimates will provide 
employment for only 213 people in Ontario. 
One journalist, who did look into these 
questions, concluded that traditionally 
powerful timber interests were pushing the 
road ahead as a litmus test of their strength 
and influence. A more disturbing possibility 
is that the logging question is a political red- 
herring for mining interests eyeing access to 
potentially very valuable deposits of rare 
minerals for which logging would be a prel- 
ude. 

Natural History 

Temagami is a variably defined area of 
deep lakes and remote bush country that 
forms the far northern watersheds of the 
Sturgeon and Temagami Rivers, Emerging 
from a sub-arctic post glaciation climate 
6000 years ago, the region became a transi- 
tional vegetation zone between the great 
boreal spruce and Balsam Fir forests to the 
north and west, and the hardwood and pine 
continued on page 6 


The fight to preserve Arizona's Mount 
Graham from rapte and ruin by astrophysical 
developers rages higher now than it has in 
years. The general public and many main- 
stream enviros thought it a dead issue after 
Congress passed a law in 1988 exempting the 
proposed Mt. Graham observatory project 
from the National Environmental Policy Act. 
But of course, we never gave up. 

That bill (actually another of those 
notorious riders, this time tacked onto a large 
and good land exchange package) approved 
the project, subject to the terms of the official 
Biological Opinion (BO) prepared by US Fish 
& Wildlife Service. That opinion said obser- 
vatory construction (habitat destruction) 


Earth Firstlers and friends open a different sort of exhibit in front of the Smithsonian Institute s 
National Museum of Natural History. 
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RAMBLINGS 


The many action and biodiversity ar- 
ticles in this issue need no introduction, so 
rather than talking about this issue, 111 
ramble off on a tangent. Despite our lack of 
space in the Journal, 111 solicit here several 
articles that could be particularly valuable. 

First a reminder, activists, please send us 
reports for actions and issues of import to all 
EFIers. For small actions, send the bare facts 
(when, why, who) to Dale in Tucson for the 
Actions Listing. 

Second, a subject not yet adequately 
addressed in the environmental literature is 
what might be called New Age environmen- 
talism, one manifestation being the growing 
trend toward integrating parks and peoples, 
such as through the United Nations' Man 
and the Biosphere Programme. It is stylish in 
conservation circles these days to insist that 
we must try to preserve areas with people — 
to recognize that humanity and Nature are 
inseparable. Alston Chase, a writer criticized 
by deep ecologists but much sought after by 
the media, claims that those of us who wish 
to preserve parks without people are stuck in 
the old paradigm and that the new paradigm 
entails integrating humans into the land- 
scape — even in such wild places as Yellow- 
stone. Doubtless the New Age environmen- 
talists are making some good points (such as 
that dualistic thinking is dangerous), but 
their overall agenda should worry radical 
environmentalists. They would leave no 
landscape unfettered; they would have us 
"govern evolution." (Walter Truett Ander- 
son) Some of you creative EF! thinkers 
should analyze this trend. 

Third, an urgent need has arisen in 
recent years for backcountry rangers in pre- 
serves throughout the world to combat 
poachers, plant collectors, miners, graziers, 
and others who illegally exploit lands osten- 
sibly protected. The need for wilderness 
rangers is as great in North America as in 
Africa, the one area for which this need is 
widely recognized. Articles and letters to 
editors and politicians might convince deci- 
sion-makers to initiate a corps of govern- 
mentpaid wilderness defenders. If the Forest 
Service roads budget were eliminated and 
the money put into such a Wilderness De- 
fense Corps, poaching could be nearly elimi- 
nated from wild lands. The need for such a 
corps, as well as for a Habitat Restoration 
Corps, would also be a good subject for an 
article. 

Fourth, the BLM is in the midst of state 
by state studies of wilderness potential on 
the lands it mismanages. These studies are 
going unnoticed by the bulk of the environ- 
mental movement, yet they are nearly as 
important as the Forest Service's hotly con- 
tested RARE II studies of the 1970s. We need 
articles on the BLM’s progress and on the 
lands at stake in each of the 1 1 Western states 
containing BLM lands. 

Fifth, radical environmentalism is 
spreading throughout the world, largely in 
the form of blockades and eco-sabotage by 
the planet's last tribal peoples against invad- 
ing multinational corporations. Overviews 
of direct action in other lands would benefit 
activists on this continent (and vice versa). 

Sixth, philanthropy (in a broader sense 
than the word implies) seems finally to be 
returning to this country. Various million- 
aires these days wish to help finance the 
planet’s salvation. An article exploring this 
new phenomenon could be valuable, espe- 
cially since some of the current philan- 
thropic efforts may be misdirected. Indeed, 
it seems that many who want to donate 
money for Earth feel disinclined to fund 
grassroots groups, actions on the ground, 
and specific land purchases. Instead they 
lean more toward already well-financed 
groups and grandiose efforts. Ironically, as 
Jamie Sayen reports in this issue, Maine is 
about to lose a portion of its largest remain- 
ing old-growth forest, little-known Big Reed 
Pond — for want of a mere quarter million 
dollars or so. 

Seventh, rumors are circulating these 
days about reform in the Forest Service. 
Presently it's difficult to assess whether or 
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not real change is occurring; when the situ- 
ation becomes clear, we'll want to report it ir^ 
the Journal. For now, it suffices to quote Jeff 
DeBonis, founder of the Association of Forest 
Service Employees for Environmental Ethics 
and a driving force for change in that agency: 
"So far it's all talk." 

Eighth, we intend to renew Nemesis 
News Net. Australopithecus became in- 
volved in editing several books and no longer 
has time to write the pieces. He does have 
time to compile and edit them, however, so 
he is asking witty EF! writers to write and 
send short humorous news items, with a 
"Nature strikes back" theme, to him care of 
the EF! Canton address. 

Lastly, Robert Streeter in his column for 
this issue has relieved me of the temptation 
to request from some Luddite a critique of 
photography (which might have been called 
Summa Contra Camera). Bob's article should 
cause many of us to ask some serious ques- 
tions, such as these: Should environmental- 
ists employ destructive technological gadg- 
ets — e.g., cameras, cars, computers, FAX 
machines, photocopiers, phones, airplanes, 
and electric dog polishers — in our efforts to 
thwart those most responsible for destroying 
the planet? If so, should all environmental- 
ists employ such technology, or is there a 
need for some to refuse to compromise, to 
strive for purity? If the latter, might Earth 
First! be the group that should refuse to use 
the technology? Is appropriate technology an 
oxymoron? Is deep ecology IBM-compat- 


at last 


My favorite bumpersticker in the park- 
ing lot at last year's Rendezvous said "I'm 
Polluting the Environment." I like that ac- 
ceptance of responsibility. 

In that sense, I must admit that we, the 
loumal, participate in killing trees. With 
each issue, we have been using about 2300 
pounds of newsprint, some 18,400 pounds 
per year. That translates to about 156 trees 
per year (at 17 trees/ton — Conservatree's 
approximate figure) from the forests of Brit- 
ish Columbia (the Powell River Company, to 
be precise). Newsprint has less impact than 
most papers, as it is bleached with hydrogen 
peroxide instead of chlorine (thus, no dioxin 
byproducts), but dead trees are dead trees. 

That's the bad news. 

The good news is that we'll kill a lot less 
in the future. Starting with this issue, we’ve 
changed printers and will now be printing 
on recycled newsprint. At this point it's just 
60% recycled fiber, but we'll keep pushing 
for 100%. So we're down to about 63 trees 
per year, from unknown sources. 

It's less than ideal, but gives me hope. 

I'm encouraged, in part, by the price. 
When I started investigating last year, it 
appeared that the only way to get recycled 
newsprint at a Tucson printer was to special- 
order a truck-load from California. That 
would mean paying a premium ($12,630 
plus shipping) for 44,000 pounds at a time, 
much of which would likely be wasted (the 
desert air dries paper quickly, and printers 
won’t use dry paper because it breaks on the 
presses). 

Our new printer uses recycled paper for 
their regular newspaper and the cost will 
only be about S250 per issue more than what 
we'd been paying ($1746 for Brigid 1990). 
That increase is small enough that we don't 
need to charge you higher subscription rates. 

Despite this, the bigger picture of re- 
cycled newsprint remains dim. As described 
In the Nov.-Dee. 1989 issue of World Watch 


ible? Do we really Increase our effectiveness 
by looking professional, or might, say, the 
EF! Journal be equally influential if produced 
with a typewriter and someone else's photo- 
copy machine, as opposed to 2 Macintosh 
computers, a particle beam accelerator (Dale 
calls it a laser printer), and the same printer 
who prints the mailings of Davis-Monthan 
Air Force Base? 

Enough. Some of my best friends are 
photographers; a few are even computer 
dweebs ... and I value their friendship more 
than these silly ramblings. Nevertheless, if 
we have time between actions and consid- 
erations of more pressing matters, let us do 
question our use of technology of all kinds. 

That said, it's time to ask you to roll your 
hydraulic swivel chair behind your com- 
puter, beam out a few letters, and FAX them 
to Washington. Typically, an issue of EF! 
requests letters to 30 or more places. Typi- 
cally, an EF! reader does not write all 30 of the 
requested letters (or postcards). However, 
those of you willing to respond to at least one 
of the WHAT YOU CAN DO requests, please 
read Jasper Carlton's article in this issue on 
the subversion of the Endangered Species 
Act, then protest to the President, Interior 
Secretary, and Fish & Wildlife Service direc- 
tor. The fate of thousands of species may 
depend upon the whims of John Turner and, 
more unfortunately, Manuel Lujan and 
George Bush. 

—John Davis 


magazine, the collection of old newsprint 
rose by 34% from 1983 to 1988 while actual 
reuse rose by only 5%. While many commu- 
nities are pushing recycling to ease the space 
crunch in their landfills, large publishers 
continue to use virgin fiber. With ongoing 
federal subsidies to the timber industry, 
fresh-cut trees are cheap. 

In addition, recycling mills cannot keep 
up with the supply. Korea was the biggest 
foreign market for used newsprint, and a mill 
strike there early last year was enough to 
collapse the market. 

Things will not change quickly, as 
markets and mills have their own inertia. 
Eleven new mills will open by 1992, most 
processing virgin timber, providing more 
competition for supply. 

Several steps have been taken recently 
to increase demand for recycled paper. Cali- 
fornia passed a law mandating the content of 
recycled fiber in publications, and Connecti- 
cut followed with a similar law. Florida 
passed a consumption tax of lOe on every 
ton of virgin newsprint. Also, federal agen- 
cies are now required to purchase newsprint 
with at least 40% recycled fiber. 

Publishers are up in arms over being 
singled out, but their participation, espe- 
cially that of the major chains, is the key. 
Printing the Earth First! Journal on recycled 
newsprint will keep us true to our purpose 
(also good for our "politically correct" quo- 
tient), but it will have minimal impact on the 
recycled newsprint market. Printing USA 
Today on recycled would make a difference. 

But of course, maybe a combination of 
legislation and price increases could drive 
USA Today out of business. That would make 
a difference, and we'd be rid of a worthless 
publication in the process. 

— Dale Turner 


EF! Journal Goes Recycled! 
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Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal 
is published 8 times a year on the old pagan 
European nature holidays: Samhain (No- 
vember 1), Yule (December 21 or 22), Brigid 
(February 2), Eostar (March 21 or 22), Beltane 
(May 1), Litha 0une 21 or 22), Lughnasadh 
(August 1), and Mabon (September 21 or 22). 
Deadlines for articles, artwork and ads are 
three weeks before the cover date. The 
newspaper is mailed Third Class on the cover 
date. Subscriptions cost $20 a year. First 
Class delivery is available for $ 15 extra a year. 
Surface delivery outside the USA is available 
for $30; airmail delivery overseas is available 
for $45 a year. 

Subscriptions or questions should be 
sent to: Earth First!, POB 7, Canton, NY 
13617. 
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requirements. Letters should be typed or carefully printed and double-spaced. 
Be sure to indicate if you want your name and location to appear or If you wish 
to remain anonymous. Send letters to POB 7, Canton, NY 13617. The opinions 
expressed here represent only their opinionated authors, and are not official 
positions of the Journal staff or the Earth First! movement. 


Dear Scat under the Hat, 

What's all this jive about an ERF Day? 
Down here everyday is ERF Day and if you 
don’t believe that, come on down and see 4 
yourself. Jus dont bother me whin you git 
here, i aint sociable, stay drunk 1/2 the time 
and aint easy to find. 

i bet ya 10 to 1 they got a ERF Day 
Commission or even worse — a ERF Day 
Committee! For you know it they'll have a 
ERF Day Tshirt and bumperstick. i say "grits 
on ERF Day!" Thats on a Sunday anyway & 
youre spose to take it easy on Sunday. 

Me & Rip Crenshaw's going out and 
catch us a toxic catfish, git us a jug of Rebel 
Yell, put our stinky feets up to the campfire 
and praise the lord we aint at no ERF Day 
gatherin! 

— Pete Jones, Pell City, AL 
Dear SFB: 

Someone 's got to say it — the EFl Journal 
has become boring . 

In the last six months or so I've seen a 
marked change in the quality of the Journal. 
Gone are the sizzling issues like the one with 
a photo on the front page depicting Don 
Hodel holding up an EF! t-shirt. The recent 
issues are not ones I would recommend to 
my friends, and do not speak that vigorously 
for the EF! movement. 

Like any publication of its kind, the EF! 
Journal should educate, inform, entertain 
and inspire. Unfortunately the recent edito- 
rial emphasis seems to have been on educa- 
tion first, to a lesser degree on informing 
readers, and less and less on entertainingand 
inspiring. 

The main problems are, in order of 
importance: 

1) Poor story and photo placement. 
The front page is key. In the Yule 1989 issue, 
for instance, the banner story is about the 
Woodland Caribou. A fine article, to be sure, 
but it does not belong on page one. Much 
better to run reports of actions, accomplish- 
ments (such as the p. 8 story on CO old 
growth victory), or the photos on p. 10 (N. 
Carolina clearcutting banner) or p. 12 (Pol- 
ish EF!ers marching). 

2) A stuffy, verbose editorial style. Too 
many long run-on sentences. Too much 
pompous vocabulary. 

3) Too many arcane philosophical and 
scientific tracts. Too many long reprints 
from books and magazine articles. If we 
don’t have enough fresh material, let's run a 
shorter issue. 

4) Gray layouts. Overly lengthy ar- 
ticles. Not enough artwork. 

The EF! Journal is still way superior to 
glossy-but-insubstantial rags like Sierra. But 
the Journal has been the most stimulating, 
bold publication in the environmental 
movement. If the Journal doesn't re-capture 
its inspiration it will undoubtedly start los- 
ing lots of subscribers very soon. 

— Consarned Reader 

Dear SFB, 

Your paper is wonderful. My husband 
and I don't subscribe because we want to 
encourage an independent bookstore here to 
continue carryingEF/but we have every issue 
since we saw your flyer a year ago at Mono 
Lake. 

A couple of thoughts on the 12/21 
"Ramblings" — Don't abandon you focus on 
deep ecology, "spirit and right brain 
thought," poems and stories. My husband 
made the leap from semi-industrial tourist to 
confirmed ecology enthusiast (he's the one 
who found out where your journal hides out 
in this burg) thanks to those articles delving 
into the transcendence of "wilderness," 
sense of place and their spiritual run-off into 
the rest of our urbanized, abstraction-in- 
fested lives. All the pesky questions and half- 
conscious utopic yearnings stewing over 
years of encountering, as NY C escapees, wide 
open spaces/forests/deserts/mountains/ 
bears, we found laid out, black and white, in 
prose and poem in the pages of EF! No, we 
weren't crazy, we concluded, and even if we 
were/are, we found numerous finer minds 
exploring similar territory. 

Now, if you have a problem finding 
room for the ethereal, and other pressing 
matters, have you considered publishingFF/ 
more frequently — say, ten issues a year. 


No doubt observing nature holidays is 
spiritually and emotionally satisfying, but 
why European holidays? What have Europe- 
ans done for the earth lately, which for them 
is the past three or four centuries. People's 
ways of life and the existence of just about all 
non-human wild life forms are judged and 
sentenced with calendars that correspond 
neither to the planets, or biology, or religions 
concerned with these two. Are the notices, 
and especially the calls to action, that crop 
up irrespective of deadlines really served by 
fifty-day intervals between issues, just so EF! 
can bask in the resonance of holidays that 
evolved as much from assuaging fear, from 
control fantasies (technology in embryo) 
and celebrations of the harvest cycle, as from 
reverence for the natural world? If EF! is 
really interested in promoting biodiversity, 
enlightened action in the here and now, you 
could be a lot more responsive to the rights of 
those species (people included) caught in the 
crossfire of undoing European civilisation on 
the continent when it counts, just by show- 
ing up more often (especially if said species 
are represented by EF! groups that don't have 
newsletters). 

I want a more timely, maybe leaner, but 
meaner EF! 

— Jacqueline Wolff, Los Angeles, CA 
Dear SFB: 

I especially enjoyed George 
Wuerthner's article, "Loaded Language and 
Logging," in the Brigid edition. I have long 
been bothered by the use of value-laden 
words masquerading as neutral scientific 
terminology. Mention should also be made 
of the widespread use of euphemisms such as 
'harvest', 'sacrifice', 'cull', etc., in forestry, 
wildlife management, and animal research 
to avoid having to admit to yourself and 
others that you are killing living creatures. 

On the other hand, I take umbrage at 
Mike Roselle's unconstructive critique of the 
EF! Journal. Personally, I have little patience 
with long-winded philosophy and articles 
on ritual for right hemisphere-oriented Di- 
onysian neo-paganists, but if these things are 
meaningful to members of the movement, 1 
won't begrudge them the space. 

I like well-written, concise articles on 
conservation biology because they give me 
information I can use to help my main- 
stream colleagues convert to the cause. And 
by all means continue to print those line 
drawings of wildlife Mike doesn't care for. To 
me they are aesthetically pleasing and in- 
crease my feeling of connectedness to the 
natural world. The Journal would be less 
cheerful without them. 

In closing, let me ask Mike to write 
another letter in which he describes in detail 
what the Journal would be like of he were 
editor. Perhaps he’ll have some worthwhile 
suggestions. 

— Red Fox 

P.S. There are no overmature forests, just 
overmature foresters. 

ed. note: We received several calls support- 
ing some of Mike's criticisms, but no letters. 
— DT 

Dear EF!, 

Here is a letter, double spaced and 


typed, just as requested. A friend loaned me 
a copy of your newspaper and I must say that 
it really disturbs me. It is of constant wonder 
to me that a group that professes to exist in 
the best interest of the environment and its 
inhabitants can possibly have a symbol that 
stands for violence and hatred. 

I am thirteen years old (ten bucks says 
that the reader will put this letter aside right 
now). I have completely eliminated red meat 
and aerosol products from my home. You 
must agree that I have very little influence on 
any of the other ecological problems the 
Earth has yet to conquer, and it was very 
upsetting to see the way your Journal por- 
trayed non-EF! members. People who have 
little or no respect for their environment are 
not stupid; neither are they deliberately cruel 
or 'Anti-Earth' (there ain't no such animal!). 
They are only ignorant; a product of every- 
thing they have ever been taught. 

Making fun of 'them', insulting 'them', 
calling 'them' ‘the Evil Ones', and portraying 
them as Coors-drinking, uneducated idiots 
(refer to Samhain Edition, Vol. X, No. 1) in 
cartoons in your own small, pathetic circle 
(an unknown newspaper that does every- 
thing short of supporting anarchy) sure isn't 
going to save the Earth. Instead, why don't 
you spend your time, effort, and money 
educating others? (Namely, 'the Evil Ones'!) 
Why don't you try to promote the cause? 
Sure, you can sit on your butts and complain 
about the increasing ecological problems. 
Big help to us all. 

1 believe that the real solution to 'this 
all' is education — if everyone in the country 
(in the world!) stood together and boycotted 
Earth-harming products, refused to let law- 
makers ignore the destruction of their 
planet, recycled paper, and stopped the 
frivolous from purchasing furs — then we 
could have made a difference. As it is, we are 
doomed. 

— Anonymous 

Dear Sirs, 

For the last several years, I have fol- 
lowed your stories in the news and would 
consider it a privilege to be affiliated with 
your organization. Several months ago I 
attended a program at Whitman College in 
Walla Walla, WA presented by Lou gold and 
was impressed by his story. I can see the same 
thing happening to the Umatilla National 
Forest and that's my back yard. Being em- 
ployed at an auto parts store right here on 
main street and watching the endless parade 
of logging trucks come out of our mountains 
has really opened my eyes. Before Lou's 
program, I was under the impression that 
because it is a National Forest, they could not 
log it and that the Forest Service was protect- 
ing our interest. Since his program, I have 
had an opportunity to fly over some of the 
forests and observe first hand the damage 
being done, and have realized that the only 
person looking out for my best interest is me. 

From 1983 to 1988, I worked for two 
local agri-chemical companies and also got a 
first hand look at the way these people oper- 
ate. It scares the hell out of me. Many of 
these companies have so much money, that 
they begin to think that they are above 
reproach. Theydon'tgiveadamnaboutyou, 


me, or the environment. The only thing that 
matters to these people is the almighty dol- 
lar. While working for these companies, I 
was told to do many things that were not 
only illegal, but were very dangerous to me 
and the environment. They are not only 
killing the planet, but I believe that they are 
one of the major causes of local farm foreclo- 
sures and the sorry shape of the entire agri- 
cultural industry. 

I left that business on December 31, 
1988, to enroll in college and try to be some- 
one who could make a difference. This fall I 
am enrolling in The Evergreen State College 
and plan to major in Environmental Science 
and hopefully reach a position that would 
allow me some control or Influence on the 
persons and the powers that be. Until then 
I would like to be part of your group and find 
ways to fight these problems. 

— Sam Pounds, Dayton, WA 

Dear Sir, 

Please cancel my subscription to the 
Earth First! Journal immediately . 

I subscribed initially because your 
newspaper was recommended by an envi- 
ronmentalist friend, but I had no idea what 
you people were actually doing! I, too, worry 
about the environment, but many of the 
things that you’re advocating are counter- 
productive in that you make everyone else in 
the environmental movement look like a 
bunch of Communists! 

No-one has the right, no matter how 
great the cause, to destroy the property or 
interfere physically with the lawful conduct 
of another person. Changes to protect the 
environment must be done lawfully or civi- 
lization itself will self-destruct. I realize this 
may be what you want, but the Earth cannot 
always come first; man himself, in his wor- 
thier aspects, is the only being who has been 
proven to actually be able to think on this 
planet, and mind must always come before 
the lower Monads. 

— Malcolm B. Brown, Salt Lake City, UT 

Dear Shit For Brains, 

Make a mental note of another product 
to boycott, Easy Rider magazine. In the 
March '90 issue, the only fiction piece was 
about a bunch of bikers stealing a boat to go 
out on a whale watching excursion where 
the festivities included throwing explosives 
down the blow holes of migrating whales for 
amusement. 

I 've been riding bikes (Harleys) for quite 
a while and concerned to the point of action 
about the environment for a long time and I 
always used to feel that the two went hand in 
hand pretty well. So many people, not just 
bikers, either won't or can't think for them- 
selves and get a lot of their morals and 
opinions ingrained upon them by reading or 
watching TV — not thinking for their selves. 
When persons who are going to be the voice 
of the biker community start to either on 
purpose or by accident condone the slaugh- 
ter of anything but the bugs in their teeth, it's 
time to quit buying that rag. 

I'm not sure how many people who read 
this paper ride Hogs, or Triumphs or any- 
thing but I make sure that I ride the coast 
hwys of Ore. and northern Cal. as much as 1 
can. With my helmet off and my hair in the 
wind, the Redwood Hwy. takes on a whole 
new dimension that there is no way that you 
could feel in a car. To ride 101 in Ore. when 
the whales are running is to share the feeling 
of freedom they have. There have to be 
changes in opinions and beliefs, before the 
only Eagles are the ones available on C.D. 
and the only whales are the ones tattooed on 
my right arm. Talk to your friends and 
people you meet who ride, because there is a 
vast untapped resource of people willing to 
work for and fight for a cause that they 
believe in out there riding on loud bikes. 
Trust me on this one. 

Monkey Wrench M/C 

Dear Shit for Hips (just kidding). 

Never one to let a dead duck die. I'd like 
to share with you a dream I just had about a 
belly dancing deep ecologist. It was awe- 
some! He wore a loincloth sewn from frag- 
ments of the American flag. He danced with 
continued on page 4 


Mt. Graham . . . 

continued from page 1 
WHAT YOU CAN DO: 

* Call the Mt. Graham hotline, (602) 629- 
9200 forfrequent updates on the situation 
and what actions will be most effective. 

* For a more complete picture of the issue, 
send $1 to AZ EF!, POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 
85722, to get a copy of our four-page Mt. 
Graham tabloid. 

* Write Dr. Robert Adams, Secretary, 
Smithsonian Institute, 1000 Jefferson SW, 
Washington, DC 20560, and tell him to 
protect biological diversity by getting 
Smithsonian out of the project. 

— Dale Turner 


MODERKie MAN 


SO: rou’RE a CIT- 
IZEN, AMO you 
WAMT TO PARTI- 
CIPATE IN DETER- 
MINING- HOW YOUR 
PUBLIC LANDS 



WELL, HERE’S A 
FORE-ST PLAN, A 
FINAL EIS, AND 
A SET OF APPEN- 
DICES TO THE - 


READ ‘EM OVER- 
yOU’VE- GOT PLENTV 
OF SPARE TIME, 



AND SEND US VOUR 
COMMENTS. WE’LL 
PUT 'EM IN THE 
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a belt of lemon drops around his waist, 
which we all grabbed and sucked on as he 
danced around our circle. As we tried to 
discuss such deep issues as heroines and 
name changing, we watched as more men 
danced into the circle, causing us to squirm 
as they danced the butt rub. SIGH! 

I woke up and thought about this while 
watching the snow dance through the forest 
in the early morning light, and felt sure there 
was more to this dream than what I was 
feeling at that moment, which was, hmmm 
— well, you all know that feeling, I'm sure. 

My first idea was that anarchists had 
infiltrated the Redneck Women's Caucus, 
disguised as Mudhead Kachinas, and got us 
all so intoxicated with pleasure that we lost 
sight of what was happening as these agita- 
tors tried to break our earthly connections. 
But as I lay there feeling ecstatic about the 
snowstorm, I knew that this was not meant 
tobeadreamofdespairorparanoia,and my 
thoughts went back to the rhythmic move- 
ments of the dancers. 

Women are usually thought to be more 
closely identified with nature than men are, 
but this dream told me that these are chang- 
ing times, and that American men have a 
deep hidden desire to bear fruit of the loom 
at earth dances. Men in other cultures do 
ritualistic dances for the earth, and I think 
it's time for the manly men In the EF! move- 
ment to search deep into their souls for that 
rhythm and bring it to the Wild Rockies this 
summer. 1 can hardly wait! 

— Dancin' Tool 

Dear Folks: 

1 read and enjoyed the recent article on 
old growth forests of the Southwest. It's 
extremely important for us to recognize that 
"elderly" forests and mature climax ecosys- 
tems occur throughout our National Forest 
system. But one paragraph in particular sent 
a cold chill of recognition up my spine, 
prompting me to write to forest activists 
across the country. 

The article Indicated that a timber 
company had recently purchased the FIRST 
CABLE LOGGING UNIT to be used in NFs in 
the area. Watch out folks, and prepare for old 
growth rip-offs, the likes of which you've 
never seen! I speak from dreaded experience 
from western North Carolina, where cable 
logging was also "introduced” as a new 
"environmentally sound" technique for 
logging on steep slopes only within the past 
several years. 

Environmentalists on previously un- 
cabled NFs everywhere should greet the news 
that cable logging "has arrived" with about 
the same amount of "joy” as a local neigh- 
borhood association should greet the news 
that the comer pot pusher has decided to 
upgrade his wares to heroin. Cable logging 
leads to cable junkies! 

It is the ideal set-up for your local USFS 
office to 1) enlarge their manipulative do- 
main to steep slopes, and 2) lead the biggest 
local timber companies into further depend- 
ency on public timber supplies. The 
"switch" to cable logging is one of the worst, 
most insidious things that can happen to a 
forest that hasn't had it previously. 

If the situation in AZ is anything like it 
was here in western NC, your local timber 
company didn’t just "decide" to spend 
$50,000 to $500,000 on their new rig and 
their newly trained crew. I'm sure if you'd 
check into It, you'd find that USFS took an 
active and aggressive part in this "decision,” 
and the timber companies resisted at first. 
Here in WNC, as in many mountain NFs, 
USFS had to include many steep, marginal 
lands in the timber base In order to be able to 
meet politically inflated volume targets. But 
to meet "Plan standards" to avoid erosion, 
etc. USFS insisted that timber purchasers 
who wanted to buy NF timber in the future 
had to buy and use cable equipment. Instant 
Junkies! 

Soon, USFS persuaded the biggest of the 
"big boys" to gear up and get into the cable 
business. The devious catch is thatNF timber 
supplies only 10% of the regional timber 
supply here! These companies had been 
bumping along fine, logging private lands 
and less steep slopes of the NFs. Now they are 
in big debt with their new equipment, which 
will only be used on NF timber! And these 
companies are the biggest, most politically 
powerful of them all. Do we see a fishy 
pattern here, a fishy freddy pattern? 

Soon, you lucky folks will begin to see, 
as we have, timber sale environmental analy- 
ses with the chilling words "Due to require- 
ments for cable logging, this sale will not be 
operable by local small sawmills.” [Only big 
boys need apply!] 

Soon, every timber sale bid prospectus 
will include the well-hidden sentence, 
"Advertised minimum bid rates have been 
significantly reduced due to the higher costs 
of skyline yarding." [We'll even give you a 
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On March 24, 1989, the worst oil spill in North American 
history occurred in Alaska's pristine Prince William Sound. Not 
one mile of the Sound's coastline has been successfully cleaned 
since, and oil from the beaches keeps washing back into the 
ocean. 

On March 24, 1990, Alaskans concerned with the continuing 
plight of Prince William Sound will hold a vigil in fromt of the 
Alyeska Pipeline Service Company offices in Anchorage. Alyeska 
is being singled out forthls action due to their continued irrespon- 
sibility in handling oil from all the seven oil companies Involved 
in Prudhoe Bay oil production. One year after the Exxon Valdez 


oil spill, Alyeska still has not come up with a reasonable plan to 
handle any oil spill in Prince William Sound, let alone an 1 1 mil- 
lion gallon spill such as occurred last year. Alaskans are demand- 
ing that Alyeska develop a responsible spill response plan, initiate 
air and water quality treatment facilities at the Aluyeska Marine 
Terminal Facility, and continue testingon the entire Trans-Alaska 
Pipeline to detect and repair massive corrosion occuring along the 
800 mile length of the piepline. 

-Mike Lewis, Alaska EF!, Chugiak, Alaska 
Artwork reprinted with permission from a postcard by The Alaska Conser- 
vation Foundation, 430 W. 7th Avenue, Suite 2 IS, Anchorage, AK 99S01 


deal!] 

Soon, it will become even more appar- 
ent that "clearcutting is the only harvest 
technique that is economically and techni- 
cally feasible, " due to cabling methods. [We 
can guarantee you'll be able to use your 
favorite logging method. Even those damn 
environmentalists can't question that we 
need to use cable logging on these steep 
slopes!] 

Soon, as we've witnessed here in WNC, 
your local district timber staff will be busy 
plotting new ways to "get high" into each 
and every watershed. They will begin to 
punch roads and cable landings into the 
steepest, most inaccessible portions of the 
forest. These roads will of course have to be 
heavy duty, permanent system roads to get 
the bigequipment in and out. [We’ll make it 
easy.] 

But the greatest "benefit" of all is that 
cable logging permits the freddies to “get 
their mitts" onto managing whole huge new 
areas of public land that they were unable to 
manipulate before. USFS will insist that 
cable logging is the most environmentally 
sound method of logging, it doesn’t scar the 
soil like tractor skidding. But anybody with 
a lick of sense and heart for anything besides 
stumpage knows that the idiots shouldn't be 
messing with those steep lands anyway! 
They will doubtless lose even more money 
than before, but what the hey! 

Get the picture? Bringing cable logging 
to new areas is the biggest, most blatantly 
budget-serving, most environmentally and 
fiscally irresponsible "racket” that USFS has 
ever devised. Keep the cable junkies ouj if 
you treasure your mountain forests! 

— Hydropsyche, Marshall, NC 

Dear Earth First! members, 

I am trying to get some Information to 
begin a volunteer group which takes envi- 
ronmental activities into the K-6 classroom. 
If you have any Information on environ- 
mentally responsible activities, books, etc. 
for that age group please let me know about 
the sources. 

— Terri Todd, POB 3234, Durango, CO 
81302 

Dear Editor, 

Please find attached a 230-page packet 
of information including a sample letter 
your readers can use to write their senators 
and representatives to stop the destruction 
of old growth and reform the Forest Service. 
1 will be happy to send this package to any- 
one for only the cost of postage ($2) — I'll eat 
the copying costs with the hope that anyone 
receiving this Information will write and 
attempt to end the destruction In our public 
forests! 

I'll send anyone the sample letter free — 
just send a stamped, self-addressed envelope 
to: Timber Reform Information Program, c/ 


o Dave Naslund, 2450 Fenton, Edgewater, 
CO 80214. 

P.S. I wouldn’t object to contributions 
to cover copying costs (2c per page @ 230 
pages = $4.60 per copy) so I can afford to 
distribute more of these! 

— \ 

Dear Earth First people, 

Tomorrow a tree sitter in the South East 
forests of NSW [Australia] is coming down , 
out of the trees. He has been there since X- | 
mas. We are wondering if this is a record? If i 
you know what the record is, please let us 
know, so we can Include in the press infor- 
mation on the event. 

— Bob Kean for RIC. 

ed. note: The longest time I'd heard about 
previously was 26 days — by a sitter with your \ 
country's Tree Rescue Group. A women recently 
spent 13 days in a tree in the Temagami wilder- 
ness in Canada; and in years past EFlers Val 
Wade, Mike Jakubal, and Ron Huber all did 
marathon tree-sits in Oregon old-growth. Your\ 
sitter's more than two months aloft, however ;/ 
does indeed sound like a record. —JD 

DearEF!: 

Hey Euro-EF!ers! How many of you are 
out there? What's the state of the radical 
ecosophy debate on the Old Continent these 
days, as Cold War shenanigans and other 
unfortunate distractions are put aside and a 
new agenda appears on the horizon? What 
does deep ecology mean to you? Is it an 
American romantic aberration or a new di- 
rection in ecological consciousness with 
universal meaning? Can Earth First! ideas 
find a home in the ancient lands 'cross which 
the heathens who inspired this Journal’s 
circulation schedule (among other things) 
stomped and romped? 

Has the time arrived for a Rhine River 
Rendezvous, a Danube Jamboree, or a week- 
end of howling and heavy eco-talk in the 
birch groves of Scandinavia? I notice there 
are now groups listed in Scotland, Germany, 
and Sweden. Where else does existing and 
potential support dwell? In Poland, Den- 
mark, France, Holland, Estonia, or perhaps 
somewhere in Bosnia? Has anyone started 
work on an Erd Erst!, La Terre Premiere!, 
Jorden Fdrst!? 

Come on! The various European Green 
parties, Greenpeace, the WWF, and various 
local environmental groups can’t do it alone 
over here. A spiritual, artistic, off-beat -radi- 
cal niche (or, rather, void) beckons! Europe, 
as densely populated as it is, still has patches 
of near wilderness in some places. Attempts 
are underway to re-introduce Wolves, Storks, 
Wolverines, Boar. Wilderness renewal needs 
action on a large scale. And in the East, every 
ecological issue you can imagine is desper- 
ately critical. Let's bring the EF! spirit into 
the fray! This is not a matter safely left to the 
sole efforts of Eurocrats, urban planners, 
bird-sanctuary types, and under-fed Red- 


Greens with serious expressions and black 
political-type duds. 

How about a European EF! Rendezvous 
this summer? Write me at the South Sweden 
Earth First! address (in Akarp, pronounced 
"Oh-karp", near Lund) with your thoughts, 
ideas, suggestions. ... I'll try to communi- 
cate the results of this informal survey in the 
next Journal or via individual correspon- 
dence. 

With absolutely no compromise 
planned, I am, eternally, your rascal, 

— Ridgerascal 

Dear Editor, 

I was shocked and outraged to read in 
your editorial a couple months ago (don't ask 
me which one — I’ve never been able to 
follow that pagan designation crap) that I no 
longer write for your rag because I have a 
"real job." 

Indeed! Without getting specific, you 
John, more than anyone should recognize 
that what I do for a living hardly constitutes 
a "real job." The last time I had a real job was 
when I mopped floors at Colonel Quick's 
Laundry and Tuxedo Rentals In 1965. 

I think I quit writing for several reasons. 
First, I can no longer clearly see just who the 
Bad Guys are. Everytime I see a lycra-clad 
mountain bicyclist lift his (or her) two- 
wheeled treasure from the back of his (or her) 
BMW, and roar across the desert and the 
cactus and the cryptogamic soil and I look 
close at the rear bumper and see an insignia 
that says: "No Compromise in Defense of 
Mother Earth " — well, I kind of wonder if I’ve 
been pouring Karo In the wrong gas tank. 

And I'm tired of seeing EFlers dressed up 
like chipmunks and marmots; for Christ's 
sake, show a little dignity, you guys. As for 
these puke-ins, I loved the "Dangerous 
Woman" in your SFB column last month. 
She said: "Maybe I 'm a fool, but I'm daring to 
dream that it's possible to change the world. " 

By vomiting? By barfing all over a 
restaurant? And she claims it "didn't alien- 
ate anyone"? Right. I'd bet this "Dangerous 
Woman" braids her armpits too. We've 
come a long way from the Man of La Mancha 
tilting windmills to puke-ins at Burger King. 
Yes, Dangerous Woman, you "romantic 
dreamer" you. I'm all choked up. 

Finally, I’m tired of reading about how 
courageous we all are. The idea was in the 
beginning to get the job done and get out. 
The Glory was in the deed, not the telling. 
Remember? We don't do this shit to impress 
our girlfriends our boyfriends. We don't join 
or participate (or whatever it is one does) in 
Earth First! to make ourselves "unique." It's 
something that just has to be done. 

Screw the fanfare. 

— the head of Joaquin 
Ed. note: Maybe some of us like women with 
braided armpit hairs, especially when they work 
in those cute little beads. — DT 



The Corporate Buy-out of Earth Day 


By Dale S. Turner 

co-opt vb 1: to choose or elect as a colleague 
2: ABSORB, ASSIMILATE; also: to take over 

Amidst the national hoopla about Earth 
Day 1990, little attention has been paid to a 
disturbing undercurrent. The tone of this 
year’s event is very different from the grass- 
roots groundswell twenty years ago, and the 
difference may be deliberate. In communi- 
ties across the country, corporate and gov- 
ernmental representatives are deeply in- 
volved in Earth Day planning efforts. 
Thanks to their influence, many communi- 
ties will produce innocuous "feel-good" fes- 
tivals, at best, which may put a shine on the 
deservedly tarnished images of this planet’s 
despoilers. 

"We're calling it the Day of Corporate 
Absolution," said Jeffrey St. Clair, an activist 
with Forest Watch in Bloomington, Indiana. 

Among the examples: 

• Earth Day Portland will not deal with 
any issues, including timber issues. Also, 
after much debate, the organizing commit- 
tee recently decided that “primary resource 
extractors" (timber and mining companies, 
utilities, etc.) can sponsor local festivities. 

• Earth Day St. Louis has accepted 
$15,000 from die Monsanto Corp., one of 
the country's biggest pesticide and herbicide 
manufacturers. 

• TEAM, a public relations front group for 
Pacific Lumber (aka Maxxam), is listed first 
on the letterhead amongthe groups working 
on Earth Day in California's Mendocino 
County. 

• The chairman of Hewlett-Packard, one 
of California's biggest ozone depleting com- 
panies (208,000 tons of ozone depleting 
chemicals into the air in 1988), is on the 
national Earth Day board, and the company 
is a major sponsor in southern California. 

• Earth Day Indiana invited Vice Presi- 
dent Dan Quayle to speak at festivities in 
Indianapolis. 

In some cases, corporate and govern- 
mental influence on planning is subtle but 
persistent. In San Jose, CA, a representative 
of IBM provides a strong moderating influ- 
ence on the toxics subcommittee of the local 


when the very people you're fighting are 
sitting on the planning committee?" 

A more visible influence comes when 
Earth-raping companies seek to improve 
their public image by sponsoring Earth Day 
events, and with explicit or implied strings 
tied to the money. 

In Portland, many on the Earth Day 
planning committee think their events will 
get a lot of national media attention, and 
thus are trying for the biggest possible 
crowds. To produce the crowds, they've 
gone looking for big bucks. According to the 
March/April edition of the Portland Free Press, 
the committee decided that corporate spon- 
sors will not have to agree with the goals or 
principles of Earth Day, though they will 


Responses came from around the country, 
both with news of Monsanto's irresponsibil- 
ity (such as massive PCB dumps abandoned 
in Indiana), and with suggestions for guide- 
lines to be placed on corporate donors. 

It was clear from the start that Mon- 
santo wanted to improve their image. They 
got a lot of bad press this January for strong- 
arm tactics in Wisconsin. In response to a 
consumer-rights bill that would have labeled 
milk products with information about bo- 
vine growth hormones in the milk, Mon- 
santo and three other chemical companies 
spent $127,000 to defeat it. They hired 27 
lobbyists to influence Wisconsin's 33 state 
senators in what one Senator Feingold called 
"the most sickening display of corporate 


have to make "a lasting commitment to 
the environment." z 

Betinna Von Hagen, a vice 
president with First Interstate 
Bank in Portland and a fun- 
draiser for Earth Day, told ^ I 

a Free Press writer that 
forcing corporations 
to meet any kind 
of environ- 
mental criteria 
would make 
fundraising im- 

possible. "It's not (ti& 

which criteria we raise . 

. . it’s the fact we raise any 
roadblocks" that turns away 
corporate donors, she said. 

Avoiding specific issues, such B 
as clearcutting of old growth, is an- 
other way to avoid offending potential 
donors. According to John Jennings, an 
Earth Day Portland steering committee 
member, "We just made a decision not to 
single out specific issues, because how do we 
decide which issue, which company? That 
would take so much energy away from our 
overall effort." Other committee members 
explained that their role is just to put on an 
event, not to take a stand. 

Fran Misera, in charge of publicity for 
Earth Day Portland, said, "We're about as 
non-committal as possible." 

Portland's Earth Day Fair will be held at 
the headquarters of PG&E, owner of the 


aggressiveness in the history of Wiscon- 
\ sin.” 

The following week, 
/ Nv Monsanto CEO Richard J. Ma- 
. • \\ honey gave a speech at the 

-D National Wildlife Federa- 

raajL • tion entitled “A Brief 

S) V Candle or a Splendid 
'V * Torch: A 

V 1 V Corporation’s 

.T. * Commitment 

Z 1 ' to the Environ- 

' ment." 

ST v £■' Also in Janu- 

^ ^ ary, when Monsanto 

oj'' > gave their $15,000 check 

, ^ to Earth Day St. Louis, it 

V S caused a great rift in the envi- 
// ronmental community there. 
P According to activist Jan Richardson, 

some felt the company should be re- 
jected because of its record while others 
felt that the company was improving due to 
internal pressures which should be encour- 
aged. "TheEarthDaygroupfeelsit'sgoingto 
help Monsanto change," she said. 

As a result, many St. Louis activists will 
be boycotting the official Earth Day events, 
and may even hold a protest of Earth Day at 
Earth Day. 

Similar corporate offers have been made 
elsewhere. A notable example is in Anchor- 
age, where ARCO has offered to be a sponsor. 
Joanne Welch, Earth Day Alaska coordina- 
tor, is an ex-ARCO employee. She told an 


activist there that the committee will accept 
money from the "energy extraction" indus- 
try with no compunctions. 

Anchorage's Earth Fair will be held in a 
fancy downtown convention center, and 
will thus be an expensive event. They could 
have held it at the university for free, but 
wanted to get away from the 60s image of a 
radical student movement. 

That concern about giving Earth Day 
1990 a different image is part of the tone set 
by the national organizing group. Rather 
than going to the grassroots groups, they 
have worked with the big national environ- 
mental organizations and corporate Amer- 
ica. Mike Roselle was invited to join the na- 
tional board, but their first board meeting 
was held in Washington, DC, and no ex- 
pense funds were provided. "They said they 
didn'thave any travel money, buteverybody 
else got there: the Hewlitt-Packard chair- 
man, all these mucky-mucks who basically 
have enough money to travel," Roselle told 
the Free Press. "The only grassroots people on 
the board weren't able to make it there." 

The result appears to be a national 
groundswell to preserve the status quo. As 
Roselle put it, "Nothing is being confronted 
except our own shopping habits." 

Which is not to say that nothing can be 
done. In some communities, such as Eugene, 
OR, hardcore enviros waded in and have 
redirected the planning. In others, like San 
Jose, CA, the real activists are organizing 
their own events to steal the limelight from 
more tepid mainstream festivities. And some 
folks, like the EF! Redwood warriors in north- 
ern California, are just staying home. 

Whatever the tack, Earth Day 1990 will 
be an important opportunity. To quote 
Roselle again, "I'm really afraid of Earth Day 
becoming like Labor Day. Nobody talks of 
Bill Haywood. Nobody talks about the auto- 
motive strike. . . We just have fried chicken, 
wave some flags and hear a few speeches 
from politicians. . . We can't afford to let this 
happen to Earth Day." 

In the time he spares from grunt work on the 
EF! Journal, Dale Turner is chair of the publicity 
committee for Earth Day Tucson. 



hotly contested Trojan Nuclear Power Plant. 

The question of corporate involvement 
sparked a lively debate on Econet, an envi- 
ronmental computer network (in the 
"ed.general" conference), after a St. Louis 
activist reported that Monsanto offered 
$ 15,000 to the local Earth Day committee. 


Earth Day planning committee. 

Likewise, "the local governments have 
become in charge of Earth Day activities, 
with veto power on all decisions," by their 
involvement on planning committees, ac- 
cording to Jeffrey St. Clair. "If your issue is 
growth, how cleanly can you articulate that 


First Earth Day 


Editor's note: Here are some excerpts fror a 
speech by Denis Hayes, one of Earth Dc 's 
founders, on the original Earth Day, April ?, 
1970, at Sylvan Theatre in Washington, 1 J. 
It remains as true today as it was then. Given 
the flavor of and events surrounding Earth 
Day 1990, for which Hayes is again the 
national coordinator, perhaps he should re- 
read his own words. 

I suspect that the politicians a d 
businessmen who are jumping on the a- 
vironmental bandwagon don't have the 
slightest idea what they are getting into. 
They are talking about filters on smoke- 
stacks while we are challenging corporate 
irresponsibility. They are bursting v th 
pride about plans for totally inadeqi ate 
municipal sewage treatmentplants; we are 
challenging the ethics of a society that, 
with only 6 preicent of the world's popula- 
tion, accounts for more than half of the 
world’s annual consumption of raw mate- 
rials. . . 

. . .industry has turned the environ- 
mental problem over to its public relations 
men. We've been deluged with full page 
ads about pollution problems and what's 
being done about them. It would app>ear 


from most of them that things are fine and 
will soon be perfect. But the people of 
American are still coughing. And our eyes 
are running, and our lungs are blackening, 
and our proparty is corroding, and we’re 
getting angry. We're getting angry at half- 
truths, angry at semi-truths, and angry at 
outright lies. 

We are tired of being told that we are 
to blame for corporate depredations. Po- 
litical and business leaders once hoped 
that they could turn the environmental 
movement into a massive antilitter cam- 
paign. They have felled. We have learned 
not to place our faith in regulatory agen- 
cies that are supposed to act in the public 
interest. We have learned not to believe 
the advertising that sells us presidents the 
way it sells us useless products. 

We will not appeal any more to the 
conscience of institutions because institu- 
tions have noconscience. If we want them 
to do what is right, we must make them do 
what is right. We will use proxy fights, 
lawsuits, demonstrations, research, boy- 
cotts, ballots — whatever it takes. This 
may be our last chance. If environment is 
a fed, it's going to be our last fad. 


Earth Day, Earth First!, 
and the Ecology Movement 


By Van Howell, Long Island EF! 


The LI Pine Barrens Society is currently 
holding up developments in the pine bar- 
rens with a lawsuit citing the need for a 
cumulative environmental impact state- 
ment for the many proposed projects. The 
EF! demo is in support of that suit. Another 
part of the EF! Earth Day campaign involves 
getting out a long-overdue edition of our 
newspaper, complete with an organizational 
chart of the LIA and its various allies (includ- 
ing alleged organized crime figures, the late 
Bill Casey of CIA fame, and some academic 
"environmentalists" who provide studies as 
needed on any issue or project). 

One thing the Reagan Administration 
taught us is that any lunatic fringe can be- 
come the mainstream by simply being in the 
right place at the right time, saying what 


Ecology meets capitalism on Earth Day 
1990. One will emerge in control of the 
other. Never has the fete of a planet de- 
pended on so confused a movement as ours. 

Long Island offers an example of this 
conflict. The Long Island Association (LIA), 
a front for developers, spent vast sums in 
1989 to defeat environmental laws and legis- 
lators in Suffolk County, and won. Earth Day 
flags will be flying over County offices in 
1990, not because there's anything to cele- 
brate but because they're being donated by 
the LIA. 

There’s confusion in Earth First! about 
what to do with Earth Day 1990. What we 
plan on Long Island might serve as a model, 


depending on local conditions. 

We began by deciding that we are the 
mainstream ecology movement here, as 
much as anyone is; we've been involved with 
Earth Day planning conferences (fearless 
leader Foreman as one keynote speaker) 
along with church and civic groups. Onjohn 
Muir Day (April 21) we're sponsoring a 
demonstration and vigil next to 2500 acres 
of woods a developer named Wilbur Breslin 
plans to pave over; the vigil will continue on 
Earth Day itself (LI Expressway, exit 68- 
North; you’ll find us). Whatever we do 
Saturday should make it into the Sunday 
paper, and be a topic of discussion at Earth 
Day fairs all across the island — where we’ll 
spxmsor or share lit tables. We may bum an 
LIA banner at a County office a few days 
earlier, just to set the right tone for "dialogue 
with the business community." 

An aside on the developer: Breslin is 
donating colossal sums to Hofstra Univer- 
sity, site of an international conference on 
the environment this June. Conference 
participants should know that Hofstra's 
money is coming out of the last functioning 
local ecosystem. 


they think with conviction and without 
apology or compromise. Eventually, the old 
mainstream becomes the new lunatic fringe. 
Reagan & Co. decided they deserved to take 
over the Republican Party and lead the "Free 
World" — and they did it. Does Earth First! 
deserve to win over the environmental 
movement and change the course of plane- 
tary history? We must answer that, in our 
actions as well as our words. 

We don't have the option of avoiding 
Earth Day 1990. Of course, everyday is Earth 
day, but some more so than others. Like it or 
not, it's a strategic opening, through which 
we can move our ideas and actions forward 
and claim some terrain. 

A Basic Scenario for Earth Day 
Action. 

‘Pick a target on the other side, a com- 
pany or agency that's clearly doing or plan- 
ning something bad. See who else is around 
with a grievance, and form a loose alliance. 
Gather some statistics, quotations from both 
sides, and a strong graphic and/or slogan; 
and print fliers. Use them to a) announce an 
action against the target, and b) via a tear-off 


coupon and a phone number, bring in vol- 
unteers, funds, and groups to form a coali- 
tion. Find a friend in the local media for 
coverage before and after your action. 

‘Schedule your main action for John) 
jyMuir Day, Saturday, April 21! This will avoid 
i [ conflicts with Earth Day events on Sunday; 1 
y. You can set up a literature table at those, 
'fevents and be a story in the Sunday paper 
(giving the editors a welcome Earth Day lead- 
in) and be the topic of Earth Day discussions 
as other environmentalists have to rethink 
their own priorities in light of your action 
and your coalition. Once you give the coali- 
tion its basic agenda and demands, or at least 
set its tone, you should become just another 
member; let others learn what leadership 
feels like and give them your unconditional 
support, even when you provide alternative 
analyses, philosophies and strategies to 
consider. 

Considerations as Earth Day 
Approaches 

Analysis means what’s happening.! 
Philosophy means what we think about it. 
Strategy means what we will do about it. 


Simple enough, yet analysis, philosophy, 
and strategy are amazingly scarce among 
environmentalists. 

The "mainstream" got us hung up or 
"issues" — so that all the pieces of the globa 
problem are competing for market-share ti- 
the junk-mail campaigns, as they compett 
for attention in the news media, instead o 
coming together in a Big Picture that puts al 
the issues into a meaningful context. Ecosys 
terns and pollutants go in and out of fashion 
We should have a concept of the planet as ; 
tree of life, where everything is connected tc 
everything else in a vital whole; but th( 
movement has turned that tree into paper 
and the paper is turning into a cloud o 
confetti, a million little issues that go wher 
ever the wind blows them, annoying ant 
shapeless. 

The Greens got us hungup on "values 
— abstract ideals made featureless by th 
endless flow of discussion across theti sui 
face, made flaccid by the lack of practice 
employment. The movement needs a phi 
losophy that everyone on Earth can look u; 

continued on page 1 
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continued from page 1 

forests of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence 
region to the south. By5000 years ago, all the 
animal species, including humans, known to 
inhabit the area in historical times had estab- 
lished themselves. The area lies within the 
northern reaches of the vast White and Red 
Pine forests that once covered most of south- 
ern Ontario. 

The region has hosted Caribou, White- 
tailed Deer, Moose, Black Bear, Beaver, River 
Otter, Marten, Muskrat, and rabbit. Four and 
a half centuries of fur trade nearly extirpated 
many species in the 17 th and 18th centuries; 
but some have since repopulated the more 
remote areas. Moose have replaced Caribou 
and deer in niches from which the latter were 
eliminated last century. Black Bears still 
threaten any cabin not properly closed for 
the winter even in the more settled areas. 
Timber Wolves have migrated to the region 
In the last century. Porcupines, Raccoons, 
Red Squirrels, skunks and chipmunks live 
throughout the area. 

The many lakes hold a wide variety of 
fish. Lake and less commonly Brook Trout, 
Whitefish, Black Bass, and Pickerel, tradi- 
tionally gill-netted, sustained the indige- 
nous population in annual summer catches, 
and since early this century have attracted 
sportsfishers. Notable birds include ravens, 
Piliated Woodpecker, sandpipers, kingfish- 
ers, Great Blue Heron, and various hawks, 
owls, and ducks. While Canada Geese mi- 
grate through in spring and again in the fall, 
loons send their laughing call over the water 
in the still of dusk and dawn year-round. 

Tree associations are varied. Eastern 
White Pine grows with scattered White 
Spruce and White Birch. In places, spruce Is 
as common as pine. Birch, Balsam Fir, and 
Trembling and Blgtooth Aspens form an- 
other common forest mixture. Prominent 
along bluffs and ridges, generally limited to 
the driest sandy or rocky soils, are Red and 
Jack Pines. In swamps, marshes, and poorly 
drained areas, Black Spruce, Tamarack, and 
Northern White-cedar create distinct com- 
munities. The scattered hardwoods include 
Yellow Birch and Sugar Maple. 

The recently glaciated and often rugged 
and steep terrain rises to its highest at Maple 
Mountain, 2075 feet above sea level, where 
the native peoples believe spirits ascend on 
their death. Precambrian metamorphics and 
granites along with newer metamorphosed 
sediments and mineral rich diabase intru- 
sions form the bedrock. Glacial tills of silty 
loam and fine grained sand in the valley 
bottoms form the dominant soil types, with 
organic soils occurring mainly in areas of 
impaired drainage. The soils and therefore 
the lakes are poorly buffered from the perils 
of acid rain. Growing seasons are short, 
averaging 180 days, with typically only 100 
frost-free days. Large Red and White Pine, 
given the long winters, may take up to 700 
years to completely decompose. 


Human History 

The name Temagami comes from the 
people native to the land and means Deep 
Waters. Although today Lake Temagami has 
several summer youth canoe camps, sea- 
sonal tourist traffic, and summer cottages, 
the area as a whole remains wild. Temagami 
has old-growth Red and White Pine ecosys- 
tems as old as any known to remain in 
eastern Canada. Here trees a meter or more 
in diameter are likely 200-400 years old. One 
particularly majestic, 808 hectare stand rises 
next to a secluded lake a couple hundred 
meters across, to one side of which tower 
cliffs as tall as the lake is long. This place, 
known to the native Teme-augama Anish- 
nabe as ConjuringRock, is slated forclearcut- 
ting. 

Temagami and its inhabitants have a 
long history of disregard and abuse by Euro- 
peans. The Ottawa River and large Lake 
Timlskaming waterways to the east and Stur- 
geon River to the south were well-traveled 
routes for early explorers and fur trappers, 
and later formed the basis for a transporta- 
tion network for resource extraction. The 
Teme-augama Anishnabe made seasonal 
canoe trips to trading posts, but were largely 
disregarded and likely confused with other 
Algonquin speaking peoples from more 
widely traveled areas. 

By 1850, with the signing of the Robin - 
son-Huron Treaty, the lands of the Algon- 
quin and Ojibwa tribes to the south were 
signed away in exchange for recognized 
tribal reserves. Although there is no evi- 
dence that the Teme-augama were invited or 
even knew of the accord at the time, the 
provincial government in Toronto acted as if 
the land cessions ratified by the treaty ex- 
tended north to the watersheds of the James 
Bay, despite clear indications that the area of 
primary interest at the time of signing was 
the northern shores of the Great Lakes. At 
this time, the lumbermen were still cutting 
in the Great Lakes area, far to the south of 
Temagami. 

In 1877 the Teme-augama made a for- 
mal request for a treaty from the Ontario 
government to gain protection from en- 
croachment by lumbermen and settlers. 
Surveyors and prospectors discovered con- 
siderable copper and iron deposits in 1875, 
and by the 1 880s lumbermen were operating 
along the shores of the Montreal and Ottawa 
Rivers. The natives were bounced between 
senate committees and boards of arbitration, 
never to get a straight answer. In 1943, after 
30 years of provincial denials to grant a tribal 
reserve due to the area's timber value, the 
federal government purchased for the na- 
tives for $3000 centrally located Bear Island 
on Lake Temagami. 

Recent Exploitation 

Timber and mining industries have 
traditionally been powerful players In north- 


ern Ontario, controlling vast chunks of land 
and the politics of whole towns. Simple 
resource extraction, with very little in the 
way of value added economic activity, has 
been the cornerstone of the northern econ- 
omy since the days of fur-trapping. 

The copper deposit on Temagami Is- 
land, mined from the 1950s until the mid- 
70s when prices dropped, was once the rich- 
est in all Canada. Today the Sherman Mine 
digs for iron ore off of the northeast arm of 
Temagami, but due to competition from 
Quebec, plans to lay off 1500 workers this 
spring. 

Modem lumbering in northern Ontario 
has a virtual scorched-earth policy. Profes- 
sional government foresters call old-growth 
timber stands "senile forest" which they 
believe will rot if not "harvested." Using 
tank-sized skidders and huge feller-bunch- 
ers, the industry leaves behind trees cut to 
within two inches of the forest floor. The Red 
and White Pines’ need for access to the 
mineral soil in order to reproduce is used as 
a justification forclearcutting. In the natural 
ecology, ground fires expose pine cones to 
the mineral soil, yet rarely bum up to the 
canopy. The industry bums and then plows 
under the slash to prepare for replanting. 
After replanting, "weeds" such as birch, 
poplar, cedar, and fir are eliminated with 
herbicides, leaving a mono-crop of quick- 
growing Jack Pine. 

Near hysteria in northern Ontario over 
jobs is encouraged by a plethora of suspicious 
organizations with backing from developers 
and industrial giants. The Ontario Crown 
Land Users Association, Temagami Forest 
Products Association, and Northcare all give 
the appearance of community backing while 
employing Washington, DC based consulta- 
tion and lumber company managers for di- 
rectors. The government created the Tem- 
agami Advisory Council to promote devel- 
opment of the local economy. The council is 
stacked with logging and mining interests, 
which outnumber wilderness advocates, 
tourist operators, and cottagers, and lacks 
any representation from the Teme-augama. 
While remaining silent about the failure of 
government or big business to develop local 


secondary or high quality finished lumber 
industries (most northerners must buy lum- 
ber pressurized in southern Ontario), these 
groups have kept tensions high with propa- 
ganda and xenophobic campaigns against 
purported "southern interference." They do 
not note that without "interference,” the 
Milne lumber mill, one of three designated 
for timber from MNR road extensions into 
the Temagami, would have gone belly-up for 
falling to meet payroll in the fall of 1989. 

Defense of the Temagami 

The land caution filed in 1973 by the 
Teme-augama began a legal battle to win 
claim to approximately 4000 square miles of 
the Temagami region and beyond. This 
slowed land sales and halted new mining 
claims, but road-building and timber har- 
vests under provincial law have continued. 
Meanwhile the proposed development of 
Maple Mountain caused the first local citi- 
zens action groups to organize in opposition 
to wilderness "development." Pro-wilder- 
ness interests eventually formed the Tem- 
agami Wilderness Society. The local peoples 
and the wilderness activists have since 
worked in a loose and sometimes uneasy 
alliance. 

In response to road-building on tribal 
lands, the Teme-augama maintained a six 
month blockade of the Red Squirrel road in 
1988. The natives and the MNR sought and 
received injunctions on each other's activity, 
resulting in construction being halted until 
February 1989, when the natives' appeal of a 
lower court ruling against their land claim 
was dismissed by the Ontario Supreme 
Court. This denial was based on conjecture 
about the continuity and length cf the Teme- 
augama's occupancy of the land, and 
whether they had relinquished title to the 
land via a purported $25 sale in the 18th 
century. Immediately the natives made 
plans to appeal to the Canadian Supreme 
Court. 

In the meantime TWS sought an injunc- 
tion to road-building based on improper 
environmental assessments conducted prior 
to construction. Injuly of 1989 this obstacle 


Temagami defender Ian Mackenzie locked to a bulldozer. 


Logging in Temagami 


Areas to be logged 
1989-1991 
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Temagami Wilderness 

Temagami is the last major accessible wilderness in eastern Can- 
ada. A portion of the wilderness is now protected from togging and 
mining in four provincial parks. The remainder of the wilderness 
remains unprotected. 


Park Creation Area (km.) % of Total 

Lady Evelyn-Smoothwater 1983 724 15.0 

Wilderness 

Obabika River 1989 170 3.5 

Solace 1989 59 1.2 

Sturaeon River 1989 33 0.7 

Total Protected 986 20.4 

Total Unprotected 3,914 79.6 

j r : 

Wilderness Boundary / /ff\ j 

i l Protected Areas { 0 / 

Total Wilderness 4,900 100 



to the MNR's plans was dismissed, while the 
natives were told they'd have to wait until 
October to leam If they would be granted 
leave to appeal at the federal level. With the 
MNR planning to resume construction in 
September after the canoe season, TWS 
called for a blockade, as noted above. 

Native/ Activist Relations 

The Teme-augama and TWS have a 
history of mutual wariness, despite the po- 
tential for a powerful alliance, due perhaps to 
mutual misunderstandings and different 
cultural norms. From the native perspective, 
the pro-wildemess stance can easily be mis- 
construed. Historically, Anglos have co- 
opted native rights and traditional sover- 
eignty. Although TWS officially supports the 
native land claim and made the wilderness 
proposal with the intention of saving the 
area until the claim's resolution, they caused 
some confusion by publicly calling for the 
creation of a Temagami Wilderness Reserve 
that appeared to appeal to provincial rather 
than native authority. Eco-activists have 
been frustrated by the apparently slow pace 
of tribal consensus building. Some openly 
question to what extent a poor tribe, given 
control of great resource wealth, could resist 
economic pressures to sell-out to develop- 
ment Interests. 

Five Teme-augamas, however, showed 
up unexpectedly on the first day of the TWS 
blockade, demonstrating that our actions 
enjoyed considerable support among the 
tribe. On October 19, Chief Potts came by 
plane to thank us for our efforts on behalf of 
Temagami and inform us that the Teme- 
augama had finally been granted leave to 
appeal by the Canadian Supreme Court. 

Within a week, during which the gov- 
ernment unilaterally stopped construction, 
the natives filed for and were denied an 
injunction on further road-building pend- 
ing a decision on their appeal. In a move to 
assert independence and authority, the 
Teme-augama then publicly asked all non- 
native parties to leave the road-bulldlngarea. 
Although this Included TWS, private com- 
munication made it clear that TWS could 
take its time packing camp and frustrating 
construction with its tree-sitter while the 
natives organized their own blockade. 

The native blockade officially started on 
November 1 1 with a traditional fire lighting 
ceremony, and lasted until December 10. 
Ehiring that time several hundred people, 
native and not, participated in CD in front of 
the gate to the logging road. The new angle 
on the story gave the issue a fresh round of 
attention from the Ontario media, and the 
resolve of the native people inspired many 
non-native participants. However, the Red 
Squirrel road was finally completed and a 
chapter closed. 


A Campaign Assessment 

Despite the unfavorable construction 
outcome, the two blockades were powerful 
forums for people to experience, many for 
the first time, the profound empowerment of 
direct action. After a while the simple dura- 
tion of the blockades became news which 
kept up the political pressure. 

The Temagami Issue has dogged the 
government of Ontario Premier David Peter- 
son for some time now, and has little pros- 
pect of quickly disappearing. The Premier 
has several times been presented with golden 
chainsaws, in honor of his "clearcut excel- 
lence," once to his great embarrassment at 
the opening of Les Miserables in Toronto. 
Some activists returned to their homes to 
organize occupations of the offices of several 
unsympathetic Members of Provincial Par- 
liament. Toronto Earth First!, along with 
veteran blockaders, organized a Honk-If- 
You-Love-Temagami protest in front of 
Queen's Park on the opening day of the fall's 
parliamentary session. TWS continues to 
sponsor short blockades of other logging 
roads In Temagami. 

Strong circumstantial evidence suggests 
deeper motives for the MNR's subsidy of the 
timber industry. Mineral wealth of un- 
known value lies within Temagami's 
boundaries and once was extensively mined 
on its peripheries. The Sherman Mine lay- 
offs can hardly be offset by employment 
created by MNR timber allowances. 

During the TWS blockade our unprofes- 
sional opinion was that the Red Squirrel road 
did not look like a logging road. An anony- 
mous Inside source confirmed this assess- 
ment, stating that the road's specifications 
were much more like a mining road which 
requires smaller grades, wider turns, and 
sturdier bridges than simple logging roads. 
This source also divulged a rumor that cobalt 
and silver had been illegally discovered in 
native land claim areas accessed by the road. 
The source claimed to have seen the geo- 
magnetic stakes used for the aerial survey. 
The plausibility of this explosive allegation 
was Inadvertently confirmed by a MNR letter 
to the Federation of Ontario Naturalists 
which innocently put possible mining reve- 
nues at the end of a list of sources of fiscal 
amelioration for construction expenses if 
and when "the [native] land caution is re- 
moved." 

Although TWS blockade organizers 
strenuously discouraged monkeywrench- 
ing, there were persistent unconfirmed alle- 
gations of tree-spiking and equipment dam- 
age. Pro-wilderness people had been subject 
to deranged midnight phone threats, and it 
was generally felt that wilderness protection 
could best be served at the time by acts that 
tend not to exacerbate a tense situation. It Is 
hoped that the peaceful CD tactics will in- 


spire some while not alienating others still 
uninvolved with the issue. Many who sup- 
port Temagami's wilderness are willing to 
engage in last ditch measures if it comes to 
that. The area's remoteness may both hinder 
and serve to conceal such activity. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write letters to 
Premier David Peterson (Legislative Bldg, 
Queen's Park Toronto, Ontario, M7A1A1, 
CANADA) explaining that logging 
Temagami's wilderness will not encour- 
age you to visit Ontario. If you live in 
Ontario contact your local MPP and urge 
effort on behalf of Temagami and write to 
MPP Bob Rae and congratulate him for his 
stand on Temagami (which he took at 
considerable political risk) and encourage 
him to use his parliamentary power to 
keep the pressure on the government over 


Big Reed Pond 

No old growth in the Northern Appala- 
chians? Almost true, but a few fragments 
survive, and one of the most significant is 
scheduled to be cut this year. 

Maine, a state of 21 million acres, is the 
most heavily forested state In the US. How- 
ever, less than 7000 acres of old growth 
remain. The largest single tract of old growth 
in Maine is in the Big Reed Pond area which 
contains about 5000 acres of old growth. 
Recently, the Maine chapter of The Nature 
Conservancy bought 3800 acres from the 
Pingry heirs, who own almost a million acres 
of Maine woods. Unfortunately, the Pingry 
heirs refused to sell the remaining 1200 acres 
of Big Reed old growth because they plan to 
log it. 

This 1200 acre tract, which lies to the 
west of the protected portion of Big Reed 
Pond, is larger than all other remaining 
unprotected tracts of old growth in Maine. It 
is a critical component in the Big Reed Pre- 
serve. This stand is a mix of northern hard- 
woods such as Yellow Birch and maple, and 
softwoods such as cedar, fir and spruce. Due 
to its remoteness and obscurity, there has 
not yet been a thorough inventory of species 
and communities by a trained ecologist. 

This winter the land managers for the 
Pingry holdings, Seven Islands, began con- 
struction of a road network into the tract. On 
March 2, two Earth Firstlers were flown over 
the area to determine the status of the log- 
ging operation. They found that a road is 
currently under construction. It appeared 
that no cutting had begun, but clearly the 
skidders and fellerbunchers cannot be far 
behind. And, the road itself is an invitation 


this issue. 

Both the Teme-augama and TWS 
have put considerable resources behind 
efforts to save Temagami. So the usual 
disgusting pleas for money are necessary. 

The Teme-augama Anishnabe can be 
reached at Bear Island, Lake Temagami, 
Ontario POH1CO, CANADA (705-237- 
8943). TWS at 19 Mercer St, Suite 307, 
Toronto, Ontario M5V1H2 (416-599-0152) 
offers subscriptions to its Insiders Dis- 
patch and a catalogue of posters and 
books. 

Finally, TWS has announced that on 1 
April 1 990, pending the results of its envi- 
ronmental assessment appeal and 
weather, it intends to blockade the start of 
cutting. Consider a vacation to Tem- 
agami. 

— Albert Little Bear 


to weedy Invader species and slobs on 4- 
wheel drive vehicles. 

Earth First! demands that not one more 
twig of old growth be cut anywhere in Maine 
(or elsewhere). By the time you read this, we 
hope to have secured a pledge from the 
Pingrys to preserve these 1200 acres. 

But protection of these remaining 
shreds of old growth is not enough. We must 
buffer them against human-caused distur- 
bances. Earth First! calls for the creation of a 
buffer zone at least three miles wide around 
Big Reed Pond. Similar buffer zones must be 
established around all other remaining old 
growth stands. Fortunately, The Nature 
Conservancy recently purchased 1200 acres 
south of Big Reed Pond that contains some 
old growth (but cedar was logged about 70 
years ago) as a buffer. 

Seven Islands is the largest exporter of 
unmilled logs to Canada. Unless we prevent 
them, it is likely that Seven Islands will ship 
our biological heritage across the border. 

Elm Pond 

While the Big Reed Pond story was 
breaking, EF! learned of another threatened 
old growth stand, on Elm Pond, 12 miles 
north of Moosehead Lake. Details are 
sketchy, but it appears that the landowner 
owns a log cabin construction company and 
plans to log the area now that the state has 
certified that it no longer serves as a deer 
winter yard. 

What You Can Do: Contact Maine EF! 
or Preserve Appalachian Wilderness to 
find out whether Maine's old growth has 
been saved. If it is still threatened, be 
prepared to defend it with direct action. 
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Temagami Wilderness Society blockade on the Red Squirrel Road. Buried activists and support 
people lead the crowd. 



Maine Old Growth 
Faces the Chainsaw 




Hostile Takeovers and the Maine Woods 


On 31 October 1989 Georgia-Pacific 
announced its intention to buy Great North- 
ern Nekoosa in a hostile takeover. Late in 
February, after a bitter public struggle, GNN 
acquiesced, selling its stock to G-P for $65.75 
per share. The day before G-P announced its 
bid, GNN's stock was selling for about $40 
per share. 

The transaction will add another $5 
billion to G-P's current debt load of $3 bil- 
lion. Interest payments on its debt will be $ 1 
million a day! G-P Is notorious throughout 
the United States for paying off debts from 
other acquisitions by liquidation cutting. 

GNN is the parent company of Great 
Northern Paper (GNP) which owns 2.1 mil- 
lion acres in the north woods of Maine - more 
than 10% of Maine! 

This is the first hostile takeover of a 
major timber corporation by another timber 
company. It has sent shock waves through- 
out die business world and the northeastern 
states. Analysts predict that many more 
takeovers will follow, and that in 10-15 yean, 
the 30 North American-based timber compa- 
nies will be owned by as few as 10 multina- 
tionals. This means large tracts of forest land 
will be sold off or the timber liquidated to 
finance the takeovers. This is a rare opportu- 
nity for the public to buy our dwindling 
forests so that they can be preserved and 
restored to health. 

Analysts also predict that the recent 
rash of sales of forest land in Maine (and 
elsewhere) to Canadian and Japanese firms 
will accelerate. In January 1990 Interna- 
tional Paper (IP) sold 60,000 acres to Japan's 
second largest paper company, Daishowa, 
which also purchased option rights to buy an 
additional 120,000 acres from IP. Japan now 
owns a significant chunk of the St. John 
River, Maine's last truly wild river. 

Even if GNN had been able to resist G- 
P's takeover bid, GNN would still have found 
itself deep in debt because Wall Street specu- 
lators bought more than 35% of GNN's stock 
after G-P announced its bid. Since Wall 
Street speculators care only about a quick 
profit, GNN (ora "White Knight") would still 
have had to buy them off at more than the 
$63 per share that G-P had offered. 

In short, the mere threat of a takeover is 
sufficient to drive timber companies to in- 
tensify their current assault on their forest 
holdings to protect against a hostile buyout. 

Can We Save the North Woods? 

Not if we rely on the corporate-financed 
politicians and quisling environmental 
groups that allow industry to control them. 
Not if we focus only on perceived human 
needs (i.e., jobs and recreational access to the 
forest). 

If the forests of the Northern Appalachi- 
ans are to recover, we must create vast Evolu- 
tionary Preserves that allow all native species 
and communities the chance to resume their 
disrupted evolutionary dance. 

The current assault on the Maine 
woods, in conjunction with the actual and 
projected sales of millions of acres of indus- 
trial forest lands, makes today the most 
important time in the history of the north- 
ern Appalachians. If we fail to act now to 
preserve the health of our region’s forests, 
the multinationals will complete the de- 
struction. If we act today to buy and seize the 
abused industrial lands, future old growth 
forests can begin their long journey to recov- 
ery tomorrow. 

We must force state and federal govern- 
ments to impound the holdings of both 
GNN and G-P (which already owns 544,000 
abused acres in eastern Maine). Fair market 
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value of the standing trees could be paid for 
these lands. This means old growth (of 
which there is virtually none) and mature, 
healthy forests (GNN has some such hold- 
ings in the Debsconeag region) would fetch 
top dollar. As the condition of the land 
declines due to corporate mismanagement, 
the price would decline, and degraded and 
liquidated stands would be confiscated. 

Two years ago, G-P estimated that the 
value of GNN’s land was about $ 107 per acre. 
A real estate expert sympathetic to the timber 
industry estimated in December that GNN's 
holdings are worth abut $400 million, or 
about $200 an acre. Using the EF! formula for 
"fair market" value, it is likely that GNN's 
and G-P’s lands, blighted by clearcuts that 
cover many square miles, would cost less 
than $200 

Hostile Takeovers 

Hostile takeovers have become a way of 
life in the timber industry. Sir James Gold- 
smith dismantled Diamond International 
between 1982-1988. He dispatched Crown 
Zellerbach soon after. Charles Hurwitz is 
currently liquidating the last significant pri- 
vately-owned stands of old growth Coast 
Redwoods in California to pay off the huge 
debts incurred by the junk bond financed 
takeover of Pacific Lumber in the mid-1980s. 

The reasons for G-P's bid are complex. 
Current industry philosophy holds that 
"bigger is better." G-P, previously the third 
largest forest products corporation (behind 
IP and Weyerhaeuser), is now the world's 
largest. 

Resource-based industries are favorite 
targets of corporate raiders because the mar- 
ket price of their stocks usually is considera- 
bly lower than the true value of their assets. 
A raider like Goldsmith or Hurwitz can 
quickly pay off the huge debts incurred by 
selling off the assets (i.e., mills, equipment, 
land, or standing timber). 

G-P claims it bought GNN because the 
merger provides a "strategic fit" as the two 
corporations have many similar products. 
G-P believes it will save on expenses such as 
shipping costs. Other observers point out 
that in a market controlled by few sellers, an 
oligopoly, the goal of individual sellers is to 
control the largest percentage of market 
shares without running afoul of anti-trust 
legislation (which was significantly weak- 
ened during the Reagan Administration). 
Control of market shares confers the ability 
to exert ever greater control over price. 
Hostile takeovers enable a large, predatory 
company like G-P to achieve this quickly. 

The forest products Industry is known 
for its boom and bust cycles, and it is cur- 
rently ending a period of record profits 
(1986-1989) and headed for a significant 
downturn in profits due to overcapacity. The 
overcapacity is a consequence of capital 
expansion that was made possible by the 
record profits, fears of hostile takeovers and 
the realization that, in a highly competitive 
market with excess capacity, the most mod- 
em mills will have enormous competitive 
advantage. 

Because of the boom and bust syn- 
drome, industry has found it is easier to 
upgrade current facilities or buy established 
mills, rather than build new ones. Forbes 
recently wrote: "timber and paper stocks are 
generally selling at about seven times earn- 
ings, meaning it is far cheaper to buy capac- 
ity than to build it. Look for the better- 


capitalized players in this overcrowded in- 
dustry to turn increasingly predatory." 

G-P'$ Huge Debt 

G-P paid $3.7 billion for GNN's 57 mil- 
lion common shares. In addition, G-P will 
assume $1.3 billion in GNN debt. G-P will 
pay $1.5 billion to banks, takeover artists, 
lawyers and other opportunists. 

The federal tax code encourages this 
sort of massive corporate debt, because it 
permits corporations to deduct interest pay- 
ments on debt, whereas it requires industry 
to pay corporate taxes on reported profits 
(including dividend payments). Over the 
past four years Congress has cut back on 
consumer debt incentives by eliminating 
deductions on loans for cars, credit card 
interest and other forms of short-term debt. 
It is high time Congress do the same to 
industry. 

Financing the takeover was easy for G-P 
because world banks eagerly oversubscribed 
to G-P's bid by $8 billion. Clearly, something 
must be done to stop these growth-crazed 
banks that finance corporate environmental 
destruction. 

How will G-P pay off its debt? As Mollie 
Beattie said in December. "The debt they 
incur decides how many trees are left." 

In January, G-P estimated it could pay 
off the debt from the combined companies' 
ability to generate $1.65 billion in cash 
annually. Investment analysts believe that a 
major recession would force G-P to sell assets 
such as GNN's Maine holdings. 

In December Bill Butler wrote in the 
Bangor Daily News that G-P says "new debt 
requiring interest of a million dollars a day 
will not overtax their cash flow. Paper 
companies do not usually talk in public 
about how profitable paper-making really is; 
this would get in the way when they plead 
poverty to avoid fair taxes, pollution abate- 
ment requirements, or forest practice regula- 
tions." 

Will G-P Sell GNN's Dawgs? 

Most of GNN’s recent capital Invest- 
ment has gone into building up its southern 
mills. The GNN mills coveted by G-P are in 
Ashdown, Arkansas, Cedar Springs, Georgia, 
and New Augusta, Mississippi. These mills 
were built in the past three decades and are 
considered to be in excellent condition. 
Also, G-P believes their proximity to growing 
population centers is a major advantage. G- 
P stated that the company has targeted four 
areas for growth: white business paper, pulp, 
brown board and tissues. GNN has the first 
three, but GNN's mills in Maine do not 
produce these products. 

Although G-P executives repeatedly 
claimed they had no Intention of selling the 
GNN holdings, they made no guarantees 
despite repeated requests. A G-P Vice Presi- 
dent, Pete Correll, allegedly told a consultant 
prior to the bid that it would be desirable to 
"clean out the sludge to improve return" and 
to sell the "dawgs," meaning the Maine mills 
and land. 

Environmental Response to 
Takeover 

Early in November Brownie Carson of 
the Natural Resource Council of Maine 
(NRCM) said Maine should consider pur- 
chasing a recreational easement on up to a 
half million acres of GNN land if G-P gets the 
land and tries to sell it off. Lands he would 
protect for recreationists are the East and 
West Branch of the Penobscott, Chesuncook 
Lake, the Debsconeag Lakes and the Jo-Mary 
Lakes. He urged quick action by the state 
because, he correctly noted, delay by New 
Hampshire politicians forced NH and US 
taxpayers to pay more than they should have 
to purchase the Nash Stream Watershed in 
1988. Carson's "primary environmental 
concern" was "the degree to which G-P 
would control prime recreation lands." 

Not to be outdone, Maine Audubon 
called on Governor McKeman to ask both 
companies not to sell "high value" proper- 
ties for development, but to guarantee that 
all of GNN's holdings remain in active tim- 
ber production. 

Aside from Earth First! and Preserve 
Appalachian Wilderness, The Wilderness 
Society was the only environmental group to 
offer a plan to protect the health of GNN's 
forest lands. In March 1989 TWS proposed 
the creation of a 2.7 million acre "Maine 
Woods Reserve" surrounding the 200,000 
acre Baxter State Park. A large portion of 
GNN's holdings lie within the boundaries of 
TWS’s proposed reserve. TWS urged the state 
and federal governments to purchase some 
of GNN's land outright and to purchase 
conservation easements on much of the 
remainder. 

EF! has saluted TWS for Its courage in 
the face of non-support from gutless main- 


stream groups like NRCM and Maine 
Audubon. However, EF! feels TWS's proposal 
does not go far enough: 10 million or more 
acres are needed to protect the dance of 
evolution. 

Development Threats Are Real, 
But Overrated 

A few years ago, GNN announced that it 
reserved the right to develop its land around 
Baxter State Park. Although G-P currently 
has no development projects pending before 
LURC, it has sold land that others have then 
developed, and it is known that G-P manag- 
ers ordered an inventory of its eastern Maine 
holdings to identify shorefront land with 
high development value. 

The issue of development of sensitive 
lands - especially lake and river front proper- 
ties and land with scenic views - is complex. 
The threat is acute, though a recent down- 
turn in New England real estate markets has 
given the region a brief respite from the 
onslaught of development in the 1980s. The 
real problem with the issue is that main- 
stream environmental groups, politicians 
and the Northern Forest Lands Study have all 
accepted the industry line that development 
is the only real threat to the region's forests 
(except for acid rain and other forces alleg- 
edly beyond our control). 

But in Maine, development threatens 
only a small percentage of the forest. Out of 
800,000 acres sold by Diamond in Maine in 
1988, only 61,000 were identified as highly 
developable. The other 92% of Diamond’s 
holdings are not currently threatened by 
Yuppie condos. They are currently under 
assault by fellerbunchers, skiddeis, chain- 
saws, herbicides and hostile takeovers. The 
refusal of politicians and mainstream Maine 
environmental groups to acknowledge this 
reality can only be explained by the fact that 
the timber industry has long controlled 
them. 

EF! agrees that emergency measures are 
necessary to stop all further development in 
the northern forests immediately. This can 
be done cheaply and effectively by imple- 
menting "Existing Use Zoning” over the 
entire NFLS study region [northern New 
England and Upstate New York. This form of 
zoning would permit current uses of the 
land, such as agriculture and forestry. It 
would prohibit land conversion to second 
homes and condos. It would cost virtually 
nothing. Right now, the Land Use and Regu- 
lation Commission, which governs the 
unincorporated townships in northern and 
eastern Maine, has the power to implement 
existing use zoning. The timber industry 
has, once again, exercised veto power over 
LURC on this issue. 

PAW's Strategy for the Northern 
Appalachians 

PAW has proposed the creation of Evo- 
lutionary Preserves large enough to satisfy 
the evolutionary needs of all native species 
and communities, including extirpated na- 
tives such as Gray Wolf, Cougar, Wolverine, 
and Caribou. A less ambitious strategy - 
designed to appear "credible" to politicians - 
will fail. 

In light of the ecologically criminal 
records of both GNN and G-P, and because 
G-P's holdings in Maine, now over 2.6 mil- 
lion acres, will be liquidated to service G-P’s 
debt, the public must impound all of G-P's 
land in Maine. Fair market value - deter- 
mined by the health of the land - will be paid 
to G-P. The other out-of region multination- 
als must be served notice that they too will be 
punished for mismanagement. Lands sold to 
Canadian, Japanese and other foreign corpo- 
rations must also be seized immediately. 

The northern half of Maine must be- 
come the core of the Northern Appalachian 
Evolutionary Preserve. Almost all of this 
land is owned by the multinationals. Most of 
the land that lies between the proposed 
Evolutionary Preserve and the settled re- 
gions of Maine is owned by smaller, local 
landowners and mills. For ecological rea- 
sons, some of this land must be incorporated 
into the Evolutionary Preserve, but much of 
it can remain in productive, sustainable for- 
est management "buffer zones." 

The region's economy will be locally- 
based. Unlike today, the wood cut in Maine’s 
forests will be milled in small, locally-owned 
mills. Value-added products, not unmilled 
exports, will be the hallmark of the econ- 
omy. Many of the multinational corpora- 
tions are already planning to leave the re- 
gion; we must accelerate this exodus so that 
healthy local economies will be able to thrive 
despite cutting only a fraction of the wood 
being cut today. 

—Jamie Sayen, PAW coordinator 
ed. note: The takeover articles in this issue have 
been greatly condensed. For copies of the longer 
versions, complete with citations, write PAW. 
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ATTACK OF THE BUBBLEHEADS! 


Yellowstone Faces 
Increased Winter 
Onslaught 

Hold on to your monkeywrenches, boys 
and girls! The Greater Yellowstone Ecosys- 
tem Is in trouble again. 

Winter abuse of Yellowstone National 
Park has been going on for a long time, and, 
of course, the traditional Park Service re- 
sponse to increased use is increased develop- 
ment. These delicate and overused areas of 
the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem need 
increased protection during winter, when 
animals are stressed to the margins of sur- 
vival by the harsh environment, and when 
the whole place should finally be getting a 
break from the continual human harass- 
ment brought on by summertime easy ac- 
cess. Winter abuse in the Yellowstone Eco- 
system National Parks isn't Just Ma and Pa 
snowmobiler out for a tour, it's. . . 

THE ATTACK OF THE BUBBLEHEADS! 

They’re BIG. They're FAST. They wear 
the sporty colors of BLOOD RED and DEATH 
BLACK. They occasionally can be seen indi- 
vidually, but are most commonly found in 
packs of three or more. They lobby effi- 
ciently. They are loud. They can be heard 
minutes before their arrival, like swarms of 
non-native killer bees on the edge of winter 
silence. You've heard their kind before — 
they speak the language of ACCESS and 
RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITY. 

Thighs tightened around the vibrating 
machines of theirpassion, they ride the pure 
white drifts beneath comice and whitebark, 
over trails and up hidden swales, driving 
animals to a thrashing panic in the deep 
drifts, leaving behind them the putrid scent 
of two-cycle engine exhaust. They've already 
got the clearance to roam, AT WILL, over 
most National Forest lands not designated 
Wilderness, in the Greater Yellowstone Eco- 
system and across the nation. Adding insult 
to Injury, the bubbleheads are also able to 
ride over most of Yellowstone National 
Park's unplowed roads. But that's not 
enough. They want more. 

They want increased development in 
the Park to accommodate their voracious 
gasoline, snack, and "rest stop" desires, and 
tney want to develop an orr-roaa route 
through Grand Teton to increase the fix for 
their habit. The issue of winter disruption 
and development in the Yellowstone area 
has gone untended for too long! It's time for 
us to burst some bubbles! 

BUBBLEHEAD HISTORY 

Prior to 1964, when the first snowmo- 
biles roared their way into the fragile winter 
solitude of Yellowstone, visitors to the inner 
reaches of the Park were either hardy types 
on snowshoes and skis, or were lucky enough 
to get a spot on one of the few snow coaches 

MINING THE SKY 


As reported in the Feb 1990 EF! Journal, 
Crown Butte Mines, part of Noranda Mineral 
Corporation of Missoula, Montana, plans to 
establish a massive gold-mining operation, 
the "New World Mine, ” directly between the 
Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness and Yellow- 
stone National Park. Noranda wants to proc- 
ess 300-500,000 tons of ore annually on the 
site via cyanide leaching. The mine would be 
located on Mount Henderson and Fisher 
Mountain, around Daisy Pass on the Gallatin 
National Forest. Noranda's favored plan is to 
build a mill and tailings pond in Fisher Creek 
with a "waste rock dump" on the side of 
Fisher Mountain, at the headwaters of the 
Stillwater River. 

A Montana Citizens Mining Coalition 
has begun steps to challenge the project. 
They hope to use this as a test case for a 
challenge of the antiquated 1872 Mining 
Law. 

If this mine is built, the negative im- 
pacts on this portion of the Greater Yellow- 
stone Ecosystem will be Immense. Noranda 
wants to bring major Industrial development 
on a scale much greater than anything seen 
here before. 

The 100-acre leach pond in Fisher 
Creek, where cyanide solution would be 
poured over ore to extract minute quantities 
of gold, would destroy the creek bed and 
willow community; and, in the likely event 
of an avalanche, flood or earthquake, could 
cause a huge cyanide spill into the Clarks 
Fork. The ridgeline of Fisher Mountain 
would be tom apart in the search for riches 
and dumped below in the Stillwater drain- 
age. Whitebark Pines, an important food 
source for Grizzly Bears, would be destroyed. 


that began operating in 1955. 

In the winter of 1964, six private snow- 
mobiles entered the Park; in 1970-71, 
11,614; and in 1987-88, 51,301! Today, 
bubbleheads can bring their own machines 
or rent them. West Yellowstone and Gar- 
diner do such a booming winter outfitting 
business that West Yellowstone officials say 
snowmobiling has allowed their town to 
become a year-round community, enabling 
them to put powerful political pressure on 
the NPS to comply with their desires for 
increased development in the Park. 

In Yellowstone Park, snowmobilers 
have privileges on nearly all of the unplowed 
roads, except the Tower to Canyon run over 
Dunraven Pass, which is closed for "visitor 
safety." In Grand Teton, they have the run of 
Jackson Lake, an off-road area called "The 
Potholes," the Inner Loop road to Jenny 
Lake, and a few side roads. 

Over 100,000 visitors went through 
Yellowstone in 1987-88 and over 300,000 in 
Grand Teton, via auto, bus, and plane 
(Grand Teton). In Yellowstone, a few more 
than half of these visitors metamorphosed 
into the dreaded bubbleheads. The road 
from Gardiner to Mammoth to Tower Junc- 
tion to Cooke City is plowed all winter. 

With all this access, the year-round 
residents of the Park never get a rest from the 
intrusive human presence. The effects on the 
animals of all this noisy human presence 
have not been studied. However, observers 
have noticed that the big mammals (Moose 
and Bison, especially) do not move off the 
unplowed roads when the bubbleheads 
zoom by. The drifts are too deep. Instead, 
they race ahead of the infernal combustion 
machines, becoming exhausted, and per- 
haps imperiling their survival or depleting 
their fat reserves enough to imperil their 
unborn offspring. Swarms of cross-country 
skiers and snowshoers in the popular ther- 
mal areas don't help either. They are not 
conducive to the well-being of the stressed 
animals that gather in the warm areas to 
conserve their dwindling energy reserves. 
Let's face it, Yellowstone, like many of our 
National Parks, is being "experienced" by too 
many humans. 

Eliminating the use of individually- 
operated snowmobiles would go a long way 
toward correcting the overuse of wintertime 
Yellowstone. Visitors could still drive by car 
through the Lamar Valley and around the 
Mammoth region to see winter wildlife and 
conditions, and they could take the conces- 
sionaire "mass transit" snow coaches to see 
the quieter inner roads of the Park. Skiing 
and snowshoeing would always be available. 
NPS JOINT WINTER USE PLAN 

Spurred on by groups such as the Na- 
tional Parks and Conservation Association 
(NPCA), as well as by their own realization 
that a traditional "incremental" approach to 
planning has not addressed the exploding 


Habitat for Elk, Bighorn Sheep, Moose, 
Wolverines, Fishers, Lynx, raptors and 
aquatic fauna would be reduced. Noise levels 
from explosives, trucks, generators and other 
machinery could be extreme and audible 
even in the A-B Wilderness. Air quality 
would decline due to fugitive dust and 
sulphur dioxide and carbon monoxide from 
internal combustion. Noranda plans to 
operate this mine for 8-12 years. The old 
roads would have to be reconstructed to 
accommodate huge Euclid trucks hauling 
ore. 

Insidious Impacts will extend far be- 
yond the immediate area of the mine and 
haul roads. Most residents of Cooke City, a 
small frontier-type town, oppose the mine, 
recognizing that it would severely alter their 
relatively secluded way of life. A hundred 
mine employees with families would place 
unbearable demands on the community: 
medical services, schools, social services, 
water, sewer, fire protection, law enforce- 
ment, housing ... The boom would end when 
the mining company left in 10-12 years, 
leaving the town with overbuilt services. 
The proposal has divided the town into 
supporters and non-supporters, a dangerous, 
explosive situation in a close-knit, remote 
town such as this; and Noranda has its spies 
lurking around and watching opponents. 

Existing electricity sources are not ade- 
quate for the mine. Noranda favors opening 
a new year-round power and transportation 
corridor from Cody, Wyoming, through the 
remote Sunlight Basin and beautiful Cran- 
dall Creek area. This would require upgrad- 
ing the existing dirt road to all-season and 
installing a massive high-voltage powerline. 


increase in winter visitation, the National 
Park Service has begun preparing a Winter 
Use Plan for Yellowstone, Grand Teton, and 
the Rockefeller Memorial Parkway which 
connects the two Parks. 

In March and September of 1989, the 
NPS sent out newsletters asking for public 
input on the planning process. Individual 
responses to the newsletters, both written 
and oral (at public hearings), seemed about 
equally split between increasing snowmo- 
bile use versus limiting the bubbleheads. 
Most responses by formal groups favored 
snowmobiles, but several groups and indi- 
viduals demanded that the NPS put a mora- 
toriumon all winter development within the 
Park until appropriate carrying capacity and 
wildlife studies are done. In a telephone 
interview, one Park official said that "you 
won't see any major developments until the 
winter plan Is completed," yet he defined 
"major" as excluding such proposed projects 
as the winterization of employee quarters at 
Old Faithful and ranger residences at Tower, 
and the newly- completed trailhead staging 
area at Mammoth. 

"No major developments" also appar- 
ently does not refer to the opening of new 
facilities. This year, the Canyon gas station, 
one of three stations in the Park open to 
snowmobilers in the winter, sold out its 
40,000 gallon storage tank by February 18. 
Subsequently, the NPS and the Park conces- 
sionaire decided to open the gas station at 
Fishing Bridge to keep the interior of the Park 
accessible to the machines. 

The openingofFishing Bridge in winter 
shows a disregard for the sensitivity of the 
Fishing Bridge habitat. The springtime 
"shoulder season," defined several times by 
the Park's own publications as beginning in 
late February, is a crucial time for the Grizzly 
Bears who are emerging from their winter 
sleep and looking for specific foods and 
habitat. 

WHICH WAY WILL THEY GO? 

Tom once again by the double-edged 
mandate of preserving for the future while 
providing access for the present, the NPS 
looks like a schizophrenic ostrich on this 
issue. On the one hand, their Existing Winter 
Use Management Guidelines, Inventory, 
and Needs publication "recognizes the im- 
portance of Yellowstone as ‘an island of wil- 
derness serenity.'" The document also 
admits that almost no studies have been 
done to determine the effects the current 
level of winter use is having on wildlife. 

On the other hand, the planning news- 
letters have emphasized the development 
side of the issues, and the Parks have not 
initiated a single biological study this winter 
to counter this bias. Given the goal of having 
a completed Winter Use Plan for public re- 
view by July of 1990, one wonders what the 
Parks really hope to achieve with this "revo- 
lutionary" document! 


This could be the most hideous aspect of the 
whole project as it would open a new year- 
round travel loop through Yellowstone Park, 
increasing travel through the relatively un- 
trammeled, wildlife-rich northeast comer of 
the Park. Another possibility is an on-site 
generating plant, requiring the transporta- 
tion of huge amounts of fuel through Yel- 
lowstone or Sunlight Basin. 

As Cooke City cannot possibly house all 
the employees, a new town could be built in 
Crandall Creek or trailer parks erected near 
Cooke City. All this activity would bring 
more real estate speculation, more poaching, 
more traffic, more crime, and the other as- 
pects of human society that increase expo- 
nentially with population. 

This potential disaster is a perfect ex- 
ample of what occurs under the 1872 mining 
law. This accursed law allows public lands to 
fall into private hands simply through the 
process of patenting mineral claims. There- 
after the miner can do almost anything to 
the unsuspecting countryside without pub- 
lic scrutiny or environmental review and Is 
not required to rehabilitate the site. Old 
mining sites opened under this process are 
scattered all over the West and many are 
incredible messes. With the help of this law, 
and due to new processes allowing extrac- 
tion of minute quantities of gold from huge 
amounts of ore, gold mining is booming on 
a scale rarely seen in the Rockies. 

The New World Project is not the only 
mining catastrophe threatening northern 
Yellowstone and the Absaroka-Beartooth. 
Thejardine Gold Mine near Gardiner, MT, Is 
already in full swing. So is the platinum 
continued on page 14 


The responses by the public to the 
newsletters are scary. The snowmobile in- 
dustry is pulling out all the stops, while the 
environmental community is saying things 
like, "We don't think all snowmobiles 
should be banned, but we do think more 
studies should be done to determine use 
limitations to be established in fragile areas 

NO COMPROMISE!! We must demand 
that all Park roads provide a primitive winter 
setting. If machines are allowed, they should 
only be "mass transit" snow coaches. 
CONTINENTAL DIVIDE SNOWMOBILE 
TRAIL 

The proposed Continental Divide 
Snowmobile Trail (CDST) would stretch 
from southeastern Wyoming all the way 
through Yellowstone, to Gardiner, Mon- 
tana. National snowmobile clubs, local out- 
fitters, chamber of commerce leaders, gover- 
nors, and congresspersons are all pressuring 
the NPS to allow a 45- mile section of off-road 
snowmobile trail to be established from 
Moran in Grand Teton to Flagg Ranch at the 
southern entrance of Yellowstone in order to 
link up with the existing Togwotee Pass and 
Green River Trails in National Forest land to 
the southeast of the Parks. This would be in 
direct defiance of NPS directives mandating 
that all snowmachine traffic be on public 
roadways, thereby creating a dangerous 
precedent for other Parks, and would invite 
an enormous influx of visitors to Yellow- 
stone and Grand Teton. Financial and politi- 
cal pressure from the powerful satellite 
communities of Jackson Hole, West Yellow- 
stone, and Cody already has the NPS declar- 
ing that it will be "sensitive to the economic 
needs of these communities." 

We must stand united against the devel- 
opment of an off-road route through Grand 
Teton, not only to protect the Moose, Bald 
Eagles, and other wildlife in the proposed 
corridor, but also to prevent a dangerous 
precedent from being set for other Parks 
facing winter abuse. 

Hearsay has it that although field-level 
Park employees are upset by the increase in 
winter development and the large numbers 
of Bubbleheads, top-level officials are more 
concerned with meeting NEPA standards on 
new developments without bucking the 
snowmobile lobby and limiting use. That 
means it's our job to see that thejoint Winter 
Use Plan is not turned into a Development 
Plan replete with mitigations for the min- 
ions. Pop the Bubbleheads! Let the silence 
ring in Yellowstone once again! 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

1. Scream, parade, throw tantrums, rave, do 
anything that it takes to turn this into a 
national issue! 

2. Get on the public comment list by writing 
to Winter Use Plan Project Manager, Na- 
tional Park Service, Denver Service Center/ 
TCE, POB 25287, Denver, CO 80225-0287. 
Ask to be sent a copy of the draft Winter Use 
Plan when it comes out, and request a copy 
of the November 1989 newsletter and the 
summary of public comments received so 
far. 

3. Write to Yellowstone Park and tell them 
that ecosystem needs must be considered 
before visitor wants. Tell them you want to 
see primitive, winter solitude preserved in 
Yellowstone. Tell them not to open Fishing 
Bridge during winter. Remind them that 
when the Gray Wolf is returned to the Park, 
they'll have another wildlife "management 
problem" to deal with, so they might as well 
limit use now. Tell them NO more develop- 
ment, NO more gasoline storage expansion, 
NO increase in warming huts or other winter 
facilities — NO snowmobiles! Send com- 
ments to: Kevin Brandt, Management Assis- 
tant to the Superintendent, POB 168, YNP, 
WY 82190. 

4. Write to the Superintendent of Grand 
Teton. Tell him you are opposed to any off- 
road travel by any kind of machine! Demand 
no such route be considered. Tell him that 
there are already bus shuttles available in 
Jackson Hole in the summer which could 
service snowmobilers wanting to travel from 
Moran to Yellowstone. And tell him to close 
"The Potholes" snowmachine playground. 
Write PO Drawer 170, Moose, WY 83012. 

5 . Write to any chamber of commerce in the 
Yellowstone vicinity. Say you'll take your 
tourist dollars elsewhere if they continue to 
push forexpandingwinteruse in the Yellow- 
stone Ecosystem Parks. 

6. Send this article, or copies of the newslet- 
ter when you get it, to all your friends. This 
MUST become a national issue if we are to 
preserve the wintery, wild essence of the 
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem Parks. 

7. If you have ideas on reaching the public, 
write me at POB 6733, Bozeman, M7 59771. 

— Carla Neasel 
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MEXICAN SLAUGHTER THREATENS SEA TURTLES WITH 


EXTINCTION 


Protesters at the Mexican Consulate in San Francisco demand an end to the slaughter of Olive Ridley 
Sea Turtles. 


vals in Spanish), four are in Mexico. Due to 
massive exploitation of adult turtles and 
eggs, three of the turtle nesting beach popu- 
lations have collapsed. The one Mexican 
beach where Olive Ridleys still gather, 
Escobilla, is the site of the present slaughter. 
Just four months into this season (1989-90), 
the slaughterhouse has killed over 35,000 of 
these gentle giants, already far exceeding the 
legal quota of 20,000. Over 99% of those 
killed are reproducing females, and even the 
killing of 20,000 turtles will lead to the col- 
lapse of the population. 

The fishermen who hunt the turtles are 
not the ones profiting from this mass killing. 
Corruption is rampant, involving the fishing 
cooperatives, slaughterhouse owners, Mexi- 
can Marines and government officials. The 
lives of the fishermen have not improved. 
They now spend their money pajing off 
their new motors and extra fuel, needed to 
catch so many turtles. And they worry there 
will be no turtles left for their children to 
catch. 

In a surprise move, Mexican Counsel 
General Enrique Loaeza came down to meet 
the protesters and announced on TV that 
Mexico would sign CITES. Mexican ecolo- 
gists and the international conservation 
community have been trying to get Mexico 
to sign this international treaty for many 
years. Loaeza also announced that Mexico 


would reduce its yearly allowable sea turtle 
kill quota to zero by 1992. However, caution 
is indicated since Mexican administrations 
have made similar promises about joining 
CITES in the past. This announcement 
means nothing until the slaughter is 
stopped. If it is not stopped, by 1992, there 
will be no more turtles to protect. 

EF! Ocean-Dolphin Task Force plans to 
force Mexico to keep its promises. Contact u s 
to help with future demonstrations. Is there 
a Mexican or Japanese consulate in yourcity? 
Let us know. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to Presi- 
dent Carlos Salinas de Gortari, Palaceo 
Nacional, Mexico, DF 06066; Secretary of 
Fisheries Maria de los Angeles Moreno, Av. 
Alvaro Obregon, No. 269, Mexico, DF 
06700; and Patricio Chirinos Calero, Se- 
cretaria de Desarollo Urbano y Ecologia, 
Av. Constituyentes No. 947, Edificio B 
Planta Alta, Col. Belen de las Flores, 01 1 10 
Mexico. Demand that regulatory corrup- 
tion and over-exploitation of Oaxaca's sea 
turtles end immediately, and that Mexico 
keep its promise to join CITES. 

Contact the EF! Ocean -Dolphin Task 
Force at POB 77062, San Francisco, CA, 
94107-7062, for information on how to 
help us pressure Mexico to keep its prom- 
ises. While you're at it, order more stickers 
so we can hold more demos for the turtles. 
Viva las tortugas! 


On 6 February 1990, more than 75 
protesters descended on the Mexican Consu- 
late in San Francisco to demand an end to the 
slaughter of Olive Ridley Sea Turtles. Some 
75,000 of this Endangered sp>ecies are killed 
in Mexico each year. The EF! Ocean-Dolphin 
Task Force and the Earth Island Sea Turtle 
Restoration Project organized the protest, 
with help from the EF! Direct Action Fund, 
providing warm bodies, turtle-shaped signs 
in English and Spanish, banners in each lan- 
guage, and the climbers to display them. The 
demonstrators, some in ornate turtle cos- 
tumes, called for an immediate end to what 
is the largest slaughter of an Endangered 
sp>ecies in the world today. Dejen de matar/ 
tortugas del mar! 

The killing takes place at Mexican gov- 
ernment-sanctioned slaughterhouses and at 
clandestine sites located along the Pacific 
coast of Mexico. The turtles are captured in 
small boats off their nesting beach and 
brought to the slaughterhouse at San Au- 
gustintllo (a couple miles north of Puerto 
Angel) in the state of Oaxaca, where they are 
shot in the head with a .22 pistol and hacked 
into usable parts: meat, skin for leather, and 
shell for fertilizer and chicken feed. Many 
turtles are killed at sea for their skin only. 
The carcasses are thrown overboard and 
become ocean compost. 


The killing is fueled primarily by the 
international trade in exotic turtle-leather 
skins which are exported to Japan and made 
into purses and shoes for affluent consumers 
there. Japan is one of the few developed 
nations that still buys and sells sea turtle 
products which are prohibited by the Con- 
vention on International Trade in Endan- 
gered Species (CITES). This is not a matter of 
local people killing enough turtles for suste- 
nance; indeed, the San Augustinillo slaugh- 
terhouse has freezers full of turtle meat, more 
than they can use. These creatures have 
survived since the dinosaurs. Many of the 
current victims may be over 100 years old. 

International pressure began mounting 
on Mexico to end the killing following expo- 
ses on the status of sea turtles in Mexico by 
the Mexican environmental organization 
Grupo de los Cien (Group of 100) in La 
Jornada (23-27 Jan 1990), a major newspaper 
in Mexico City, and Earth Island's Sea Turtle 
Restoration Project ( Earth Island Journal, 
Winter 1990). These reports indicated that 
several species are on the verge of extinction. 
Almost all the Mexican environmental and 
ecological groups have signed a letter calling 
for an end to the sea turtle massacre. 

Of 1 2 important nesting beaches in the 
world where Olive Ridleys have historically 
nested in mass arrivals called arribadas (arri- 


Thousands of sea turtle shells, center foreground, make a mountain behind the slaughter- 
house at San Augustinillo, Mexico. 



crew application, write to Sea Shepherd, POB 
7000-S, Redondo Beach, CA 90277. 

4. Wherever you live, you can help by 
sending a contribution. We need money for 
fuel — 100 tons at $200 per ton. You can 
sponsor a ton, a half ton, or even a gallon. 
We also need money for lubricating oil, 15 
barrels at $300 a barrel; and for navigation 
charts, 50 at $25 each. If all of you submit a 
voluntary naval support tax, we'll have 
enough. 

Send your contribution with a photo, 
business card or just your name and we'll 
post you on our bulletin board as a supporter 
of this summer's anti-drift net assault team. 
Send to Sea Shepherd, POB 99372, Seattle, 
WA 98119. 

I know you have your own concerns: 
old-growth, toxics, oil spills ... but if you give 
us a bit of support on this we promise you'll 
hear of a Sea Shepherd/Earth First! victory 
before the end of the summer. I cannot detail 
our strategy other than to stress that the 
expedition will be a no-nonsense direct ac- 
tion campaign. Please help. 


(coming soon . . . 
to an ocean near you) 

by Captain Paul Watson 

I'm mad. I've had it with those ocean 
raping bastard fishermen from Japan, Tai- 
wan, and Korea. The arrogant overlords of 
these three ocean pillaging nations are con- 
tinuing to send their fleets of drift-netting 
ships out to the North Pacific. Each one of 
these ships is loaded to the bulwarks with a 
30 mile long monofilament drift-net. The 
entire fleet is setting some 22,000 miles of 
net each day. 

These nets are killing our oceans, bucka- 
roos. I’m talking holocaust, the killing fields 
of the North Pacific. I'm talking about death- 
dealing that makes Hitler, Pol Pot and Stalin 
look like rank amateurs. Those fascist ver- 
min only killed humans. These scum are 
slaughtering fish, marine mammals, sea 
turtles and birds, and transforming the 
North Pacific into a place devoid of life. 

For over a decade these greedy bucca- 
neers have been laughing at treaties, laws, 
and concerns of conservationists. Every 
year, a quarter of a million marine mammals 
die as incidental kills in these nets. Every 
year, over a million sea-birds strangle horri- 
bly in these webs of nylon misery. Every 
year, more and more fish disappear to satisfy 
the Inexhaustible demand of the sushi bars 
in Japan. The fish-eating maw of the Japa- 
nese consuming public grows wider every 
year as the number of fish dwindles. 

Sure, Taiwan and Japan say they'll 
phase out drift-netting. They'll do it when 
there isn't a damn thing left. This year they 
have distributed an educational video to 
schools that claims the nets do not kill any 
birds or marine mammals. The Japanese 
fishing industry claims that racism is moti- 
vating the anti-drift-netting movement. 
Never mind that we've taken on Canada too 
on this issue. 


Over 1700 fishing vessels will set mas- 
sive walls of monofilament net in the North 
Pacific this year. Every one of those vessels is 
in blatant violation of the North Pacific 
Treaty for the Protection of Migratory Sea- 
birds. Of the 22 species of birds regularly 
caught in the nets, 13 are considered endan- 
gered or protected. 

The United States government is doing 
nothing about all this, other than harassing 
organizations that stand in opposition to the 
use of drift-nets. The US Coast Guard and US 
Department of Commerce have been taking 
their marching orders from Tokyo for years. 

Japan is the number one ecological 
criminal nation on the planet. They con- 
sume more wildUfe products, waste more 
rainforests, dig up more earth, and pollute 
more than any other nation. And they will 
continue to do so until forced to respect the 
environment. 

Which brings us to the point of this 
article. It's high time that Japan and its 
lackey puppets, Korea and Taiwan, were 
challenged on the issue of drift-nets. 

The Sea Shepherd Conservation Society 
is itching to do just that. We're the people 
who believe the proper role for a whaling 
ship is providing underwater habitat for 
marine life. 

Our flagship, the Sea Shepherd, is being 
prepared for a June departure. Our mission 
will be to search out and confront the drift- 
net boats. These fishing methods have been 
out of sight and out of mind for too long. 
Through a dramatic encounter, we can ele- 
vate the issue of drift-netting to front page 
news around the world. We did so with the 
whaling and sealing issues; we'll do so with 
drift-netting. 

We need your help. Navies need sup- 
port. We're the Earth First! Navy, which 
means that if you're a loyal reader of this 
journal, then the Sea Shepherd is your navy. 
So here 's what you can do. The Sea Shepherd 
will be in Seattle's Lake Union until June 1. 


1. If you live in the Seattle area, we can 
use your skills, if you have any, for April and 
May or any part thereof. We need welders, 
electricians, diesel mechanics and engineers, 
carpenters, plumbers, painters, and people 
willing to do chipping and cleaning. If you 
meet any of these criteria, please call and 
leave your name and number with Rosemary 
Waldron at 206-782-3044. She will arrange 
to have you come aboard. 

2. Also if you live in the Seattle area, 
please donate supplies: food, bedding, rags, 
cleaning supplies, paint, p>aint brushes and 
rollers, carpentry tools, mechanical tools, 
welding supplies, rop>e, binoculars, and cash 
for fuel and oil. Call Rosemary to arrange for 
your contributions to be picked up. 

3. We are looking for crew for June and 
July. We need people skilled in navigation, 
diesel engineering and mechanics, and elec- 
tronics. You will not be paid but you will 
receive a bunk and some daily grub. For a 


North Pacific Showdown 
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Gray Whale entangled in a gill net off Los Angeles coast. 


New Mexico Lawsuit, Canadian Control, Alaskan Aerial Hunting 


WOLF NEWS 


NEW MEXICO 

The Wolf Action Group In Albuquerque 
has just filed suit against both the Secretary 
of the Interior, Manuel Lujan, for failure to 
fulfill his mandate under the Endangered 
Species Act, and the Secretary of Defense, 
Richard Cheney, for refusing to allow wolf 
recovery efforts at the White Sands Missile 
Base (presently deemed the only suitable 
habitat for wolf reintroduction; see back is- 
sues for details). The National Audubon 
Society, Environmental Defense Fund, Wil- 
derness Society and Sierra Club have joined 
the Wolf Action Group and the Mexican 
Wolf Coalition in their effort to force the 
recovery of the Mexican Wolf in one small 
portion of its original range. 

You might wonder why it took WAG to 
implement this process? According to Gena 
Trott, who has made this her main focus of 
late, "We are the only ones with the balls (or 
in this case ovaries) enough to go for it. It's a 
great example of grassroots volunteers lead- 
ing the way." She and the others in Al- 
buquerque are now in a sixty day waiting 
period, and feel that the most important 
actions to pursue are 1) collecting bucks, 2) 
getting people to write to USFWS in support 
of wolf recovery in New Mexico, and 3) a 
media blitz to stimulate the first two. Yes, 
you CAN indeed help! 

Send money! WAG needs $25,000 to 
make this suit fly. If you wish to have your 
donation be tax deductible, write it to 
"Frontera del Norte" (part of the Sierra 
Club Foundation). Tell your friends and 
family about the Mexican Wolf suit. 

Write letters to the editor; write main- 


stream environmental groups and ask 
them to support these efforts. And write to 
the USFWS and Department of the Interior 
in support of wolf recovery in New Mexico 
and elsewhere. If you'd like more info (or 
are sending green), contact WAG. 

*Wolf Action Group, 2118 Central, SE suite 

46, Albuquerque, NM 87106 

•USFWS Regional Office, 500 Gold, SW 

Albuquerque, NM 87102 

•Director of the USFWS and Secretary of 

the Department of the Interior, both at 

18th and C Streets, DC 20240 

ALBERTA 

While British Columbia has quietly 
fallen out of the press in regard to wolf 
persecution (not that BC is no longer killing 
wolves), the neighboring province has re- 
cently taken up the slack. The Alberta Minis- 
try of Forest Lands and Wildlife is consider- 
ing a plan to control wolves in selected areas 
across the province. As with BC, the Alberta 
government wou Id pursue wolf control In an 
effort to increase numbers of big game ungu- 
lates (Caribou, Elk and Moose). The 
province's Minister of Forest Lands and 
Wildlife, Leroy Fjordbottem, told a public 
audience that such a control effort would 
only occur if wolves were preventing ungu- 
late populations from increasing. 

Most likely, such control would first be 
implemented in the Grand Cache area of 
Willmore Park, an area northwest of Jasper 
National Park, where wolves are being 
pegged as a major factor in bringing the local 
Mountain Caribou herd to extremely low 


numbers. Hunting factions place sole blame 
on the wolf. The president of the Calgary- 
based Foundation for North American Big 
Game (FNABG) recently stated that "Envi- 
ronmental groups don't care that our cari- 
bou herd is extinct, they don't want one wolf 
killed." He neglected to mention that other 
factors, including mining exploration, rec- 
reation and the like, have affected the Cari- 
bou herds and their habitat. During a recent 
symposium on the issue of wolf control in 
Alberta, Fjordbottem claimed that control 
would be accompanied by efforts to increase 
Caribou habitat and decrease poaching 
(hunting Caribou in the Grand Cache area 
has been banned for several years). Fjordbot- 
tem said that a draft management plan ad- 
dressing this proposal would be open to 
public comment before he makes any final 
decisions. Let's push him toward dealing 
with habitat and poaching INSTEAD of 
control! 

This proposal surfaced just a couple 
months after the Alberta Trappers Associa- 
tion (ATA) and the FNABG announced their 
own wolf bounty program effective Novem- 
ber 1. The ATA is now paying $ 100 for up to 
50 dead wolves turned in this winter by 
trappers working in areas where hunters 
believe the predators are killing too many 
Caribou, Elk or Moose. The Association will 
then spend an additional $200 or so to 
mount each wolf pelt, which the FNABG will 
auction off to raise money for a wolf control 
program next winter. The Wolf Action Net- 
work has learned that this auction will be 
held March 24-25, and we hope to have acted 


against this event by the time you read this 
report. 

Wolf numbers have gradually increased 
in Alberta in the past 25 years, particularly in 
response to the cancellation of a poisoning 
program in 1966. There are an estimated 
5000 wolves in Alberta now, and the increase 
is motivating the hunting industry to place 
even more pressure on the provincial gov- 
ernment to start a control program. 

The Wolf Action Network has sent a 
letter to the Ministry of Wildlife, Ministry of 
Tourism and the newspapers in Alberta to 
inform them that wolf activists are ready to 
intervene should the provincial government 
decide to proceed with wolf control. It is not 
a threat but a promise, and we hope that 
visions of BC will bring Alberta to their 
senses! 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to the follow- 
ing people and tell them that you will 
support whatever action wolf activists 
take (demos, boycotts, interventions, 
etc.). Protest habitat destruction and bio- 
bigotry. 

•Premier Don Getty; Leroy Fjordbottem, 
Minister of Forest Lands and Wildlife; and 
Don Sparrow, Minister of Tourism, all at 
Legislative Buildings, Edmonton, Alberta 
T5K 2B6 Canada 

ALASKA: 

"We had five on the run, shot two." 

"Jimmy got one." 

"He wasn't completely dead. We'll go 
back later. The damn thing jumped up and 
bit my wing." 

continued on page 14 


Barstow to Vegas Race 
Terminated 



This Sonoran Desert Tortoise was crushed last fall byanORV near Tucson, AZ. The driver 
deliberately swerved to hit it. 


by Rod Mondt 

After years of controversy, the Barstow 
to Vegas (B to V: Barstow, California to Las 
Vegas, Nevada) off road race, as well as sev- 
eral similar races, has finally been canceled. 
After the US Fish and Wildlife Service emer- 
gency listed the Mojave population of the 
Desert Tortoise as Endangered, the BLM had 
little choice but to stop the tortoise crushers 
from running their annual race. The protec- 
tion for the tortoise, however, does not ex- 
tend to the Sonoran Desert population, and 
it appears the BLM may simply shift races 
from one desert to the other. 

According to California Desert Protec- 
tion League activists, the BLM was forced 
into extensive mitigation measures by the 
listing of the tortoise. The rules for point to 
point ORV races were strengthened and rac- 
ers in last year's B to V were made to read and 
sign statements attesting to their awareness 
of the perils the tortoise faced. The racers 
promptly sallied forth and proceeded to 
demolish well marked burrows, ran off the 
course, and generally violate every provision 
established to "mitigate" the damage they 
inevitably cause. With Sierra Club footage of 
the damage and numerous witnesses willing 
to talk to the media, the BLM was forced to 
make a stand. However, while the agency 
has stopped the B to V, overall, the agency is 
merely moving ORV destruction from the 
Mojave to the Sonoran Desert, for reasons 
having more to do with politics than with 
ecological differences between these two 
North American Deserts. 

The Mojave and the Sonoran Deserts are 
indeed distinct. Only some of the species of 
flora and fauna are common to both, and 
most of the Sonoran Desert receives far more 
precipitation than the Mojave. In terms of 
human abuse, though, they are very similar. 

Both are suffering from the impact of 
more and more people. The nonhuman 
world is slowly shrinking as humans pound, 
plow, dredge, and mine the arid southwest 
into a state from which recovery may take 
millennia. 

Among the many indignities these two 
landscapes are 

forced to endure are increasing numbers of 
off road vehicles (ORVs), and decreasing 
numbers of Desert Tortoises ( Gopherus agas- 
sizi). With the realization that the tortoise 
was being replaced by the motorized hare 
brain (no offense meant to our long eared 
brethren), the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) recently blocked the underpass, so to 
speak, on the Barstow to Vegas, Parker 400, 
and Johnson Valley to Parker off road races. 
So far this sounds like wonderful news and 
every environmentalist should rally round 
the agency’s effort. 

But all is not well in our outback. You 
see, the Tortoise clan is not one big happy 


family, and the humans who allegedly look 
out for their well-being have segregated 
them into two separate populations, one on 
each side of the Colorado River. The Sonoran 
population, the one on the Arizona side, 
lives mostly in the bajadas. The Mojave 
population, the one on the California and 
Nevada side, tends to live on the valley floors 
and alluvial fans. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service has, on 
an emergency basis, placed the Mojave 
population on the Endangered species list. 
For various reasons including habitat de- 
struction, predation, and a respiratory dis- 
ease apparently spread by released captive 
tortoises, the Mojave Desert Tortoise is rap- 
idly heading toward extinction. 

Because the Mojave population is on 
the list, the ORV-heads are increasing their 
use of the Sonoran Desert. In the case of the 
Parker 400, the race took place as scheduled 
except that all of it was run in Arizona. In 
fact, the race was actually extended. The new 
version degrades habitat of the Sonoran 
population. 

From conversations with BLM officials 
in the Havasu Resource Area, one gets the 
feeling that they worship these plastic 
wrapped, plastic brained “super hunkies", as 
some of them like to be called! At least one 
of these bureaucrats predicted this year's 
Parker 400 would be the "best race ever". The 
BLM sent their biologists and field personnel 
to inspect the race course, ran "mostly" on 
desert "roads and trails", for tortoises and 
potential problems. Race opponents are 
concerned that no one can control the racers 
once they set off, and that our public ser- 
vants spend an inordinate amount of time 
and money trying to mitigate and control 
the heavily publicized negative impacts 
ORVs have on the land. 

The BLM feels that because the Arizona 
tortoises live in a different habitat, they 
won't be as adversely affected by ORVs. 
However, many biologists feel there is a 
marked gradation of habitat needs, and that 
in the lower Colorado River area the habitat 
needs of the Mojaves and the Sonorans are 
very similar. In other words, these critters are 
every bit as threatened on the Arizona side as 
on the California side. The US Fish and 
Wildlife Service has listed the Sonoran popu- 
lation as category 2, meaning it is being 
studied for possible listing under the Endan- 
gered Species Act but is not a top priority 
candidate (category 1). 

Although the BLM has been directed to 
ensure that species do not decline to the 
point of having to be listed, they chose to 
ignore the evidence that they simply cannot 
control these large races. They chose to allow 
the Parker 400, increase the area impacted, 
and satisfy the Parker Chamber of Com- 
merce which was looking forward to the 


motel, gasoline, and beer sales that follow 
these races like a boom-camp whore. The 
BLM and ORVers may soon face more ob- 
stacles, however, as the Sonoran population 
is likely to be listed at the end of the current 
study. 

The listing of the Desert Tortoise, like 
the Mount Graham Red Squirrel, the Snail 
Darter, and numerous others, serves as a legal 
handle which environmentalists have tried 
to use to affect the decisions made by the 
"resource managers". But the problems with 
ORVs extend far beyond their negative im- 
pacts on the tortoise. These machines and 
their operators destroy vegetation, destroy 
burrows and crush animals, rupture ear 
drums of burrowing animals, compact soils 
thereby initiating runoff, and provide access 
for lazy, irreverent vandals into previously 
unspoiled archaeological sites. 

BLM and Forest Service insiders have 
told us that there has been an increase in the 
number of requests from ORVers to run new 
races in habitats without the tortoise. The 
ancient Gopherus has displaced the racers 
from the Mojave for the time being, but BLM 
staffers have indicated that when all this 
Endangered crap blows over, they hope to 
see at least the Parker 400 reinstated in 
California. ORVers will no doubt ride in 
protest next November 25, the historic date 
of the B to V. 

The Phantom Duck (aka Louis McKey) 
will ride again, or so he says in a recent copy 


of the new and provocative ORV newsletter, 
“Sahara Club USA, Inc." (1 wonder if they 
have had any meetings where more than one 
person "conspired" to break the law?) Eter- 
nal vigilance on our part is essential. We 
must protest, write letters, call, document 
abuses, and continue to be a proverbial pain 
in the ass of the people who manage our 
public lands. 

Environmentalists have long carried 
on the battle with documentation, public 
hearings, and quiet persuasion. But as effec- 
tive as these tactics have sometimes been, 
they are responses to degradation that has 
already taken place. The science is on our 
side, the majority of the public is on our side, 
but the ORVers have always made a major 
splash by producing large numbers, by being 
vociferous, by intimidation and threats of 
violence. They are still using these tactics to 
force the obsequious land managers to kow- 
tow to their will. We need to fight force with 
force and demand that the public lands be 
free from invasive "recreation''. 

Contact your local, state, and federal 
land use agencies to get on their list for any 
upcoming ORV events. Document ORV 
abuses and push for management policies 
that will eliminate this pestilence. Write 
Secretary of Interior Manuel Lujan, 1 8th & 
C Sts., Washington, DC 20240, demand- 
ing that the Interior Department ban 
ORVs from its public lands. 
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Hurwitz Flees From Detractors 
Animals Lobby California Capitol 


Animal lobbying day started as a pipe 
dream as we drove the long road from Sacra- 
mento back home to the Pacific Northwest. 
The Redwood Action Team had gone to par- 
ticipate in a public hearing with the state 
Board of Forestry. The board was to discuss 
the fateofthe ancient redwoods thatwehave 
been defending for the last four years. 

At that hearing we wore our animal 
masks and brought a cake that said "no 
deforestation without representation.” 
When the board took a break, we took the 
opportunity to occupy the huge desk they 
had just emptied. We sang songs and read 
our list of demands and stretched a banner 
across the front of the desk. Soon after, the 
state police entered and herded us out for 
disturbing the meeting. 

As we drove home that night, the dream 
began. Nine months later "Animal Lobbying 
Day" became a reality. 

We put together an action packet and 
sent it out to Californians who might be 
interested in forming a coalition. Our vision 
was a demo and a day of lobbying involving 
any environmental group or person, dressed 
as an animal representing their issue. 

We prepared for the day by doing a 
Council of All Beings in the redwoods. The 
Councils are rituals to help us reconnect with 
the Earth. We made masks for the ritual 
which we would later take to the state capi- 
tol. 

The week before lobbying day we heard 
that Charles Hurwitz was to meet with our 
legislators in Sacramento behind closed 
door;. Hurwitz is the head of the Maxxam 
corporation and the president of the Pacific 
Lumber Company, which is the owner of the 
largcrt remaining intact privately owned 
old-growth redwood forest, which we have 
named Headwaters Forest. 

We were not going to let this secret 
meeting go by unnoticed, so we piled into a 
little truck for the ride south to the capital. 
One of our city connections, Water, had 
already arrived and was watching the office 
of our senator. We scoped out the place and 
through the grapevine heard information 
that helped us track Hurwitz down. Of 
course we became a spectacle right away and 
they followed us at all times. At one point 
our senator left his office and we tailed him, 
thinking he was off to a secret rendezvous 
with Hurwitz, until he disappeared into the 


bathroom. Finally Hurwitz arrived. He’s a 
secretive kind of guy who does not like to be 
in the public eye. 

So what do we say to a land raper we 
have been tracking for years? Larry the Lorax 
spotted him first and yelled out. Hurwitz 
turned and looked as if to see a familiar 
acquaintance ... instead he saw us. He was 
pale and looked very evil. Then Lorax said, 
"We have raised the stakes on the wanted 
poster that we have out on you; now it is 
$5000." John Campbell, President of the 
Pacific Lumber Company, recognized us and 
pushed Hurwitz through the door into 
safety. As I was dressed in stockings and heels 
and a dress (capital camo) I walked into the 
office after them and tried to talk my way 
into the meeting, but to no avail. 

Water and I spent the next week in our 
capital camo, snooping around and digging 
up information. We tried to set up an ap- 
pointment with Dan Hauser, our assembly- 
man. His secretary told us that Dan never 
wants to talk with us again as he knows how 
we feel and has nothing to say to us ... then 
Dan called the Secret State Police and kicked 
us out of his office. 

Animal Lobbying Day arrived 
as well as Bear, Water, Wolf, Moun- 
tain Lion, Spotted Owl, many 
other critters, and myself, Metallic 
Wood Boring Beetle. The circle 
grew throughout the morning, as 
did the police force. 

We were given a copy of an 
inner office memo written and 
distributed by Norm Waters, Su- 
pervisor from Sacramento. The 
memo called us eco-terrorists and 
included two articles about Earth 
First! and bodybombs. I doubt we 
could have gotten a memo out to 
all those people so efficiently. We 
built a large display board explain- 
ing the mysteries of the state capi- 
tol. We walked the halls connect- 
ing with two leggeds with neckties 
and paychecks. 

We went to Norm Waters's 
office to get a copy of the memo 
from him. His door was guarded, 
so we "hammed it up" outside the 
door. The guards seemed to enjoy 
our company. Dan Hauser, our as- 
semblyman, also had a guard at his 


door, and a rude one at that. It is not a wise 
legislator who refuses to see his constituents. 

The extirpated species, Bear, Wolf, and 
Pronghorn, went to the natural resources 
building and talked to the people at Fish and 
Wildlife about reintroducing their kind. 
They received a positive response. 

The highlight of the day was when we 
met with Barry Keene, our State Senator, for 
a council that Water and I had set up. It was 
a sight to behold: 20 critters sitting around a 
huge table, with Keene the only human. We 
took turns speaking our hearts. Keene re- 
sponded with compassion and understand- 
ing. Being in the room was the vision we had 
shared at the Council the week before, come 
true. It was a magic moment. 

Animal Lobbying Day was a great day at 
the state capitol, with joyful interpenetra- 
tion for all. It was good to shake them up, 
have fun, and spread awareness. We gave 
them something to talk about over their 
martinis. 

Shortly after returning Lorax called me 
with good news: Headwaters Forest has a two 
year moratorium in place! The agreement 
was made by Barry Keene, Dan Hauser, Doug 


Bosco, and Charles Hurwitz. The timber 
harvest plans are still being pushed through, 
though, and it all seems like a PR scheme. 
The Forest and Wildlife Protection Initiative 
[see last issue] might be in place by the time 
two years are up; but we are skeptical, won- 
dering which forest will fall instead, wonder- 
ing if we can believe three politicians and a 
multi-billionaire, [ed. note: Fears were real- 
ized, as Greg's accompanying articles explain.] 
As the news was sinking in, I could feel the 
words of John Seed, "...we cannot save the 
planet one forest at a time...." 

After our actions in Sacramento, a gang 
of Earth warriors from the San Francisco Bay 
area came up to Humboldt County to defend 
the redwoods. They wentto the offices of our 
local representatives, and the next day made 
a human blockade across highway 101 and 
backed up traffic for 18 miles! Some of the 
people chained themselves to the first truck 
they stopped and were arrested. 

We vow to continue the pressure until 
the trees are saved. None of us is free till all 
of us are free ... LIBERTY AND HABITAT FOR 
ALL SPECIES. 

— Mickey Dulas 


Maxxam Violates Accord, 
Dissects Headwaters 


Less than a month after accepting a two- 
year moratorium on activity in Headwaters 
Forest, Maxxam Corporation during the 
week of February 26-March 2 bulldozed over 
a mile of road into the heart of the stand. The 
new road runs along a ridge separating the 
grove’s primary streams, Little South Fork 
Elk River and Salmon Creek, and provides 
direct access to timber harvest plans (THPs) 
1-88-462 (230 acres, Salmon Creek) and 1- 
89-762 (165 acres, Little South Fork). The 
former THP, subject of a lawsuit brought by 
the Environmental Protection Information 
Center and Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund, 
is now in State Appellate Court in San Fran- 
cisco, and may be approved by the court at 
any time. The California Department of 
Forestry (CDF) may decide by the end of 
March whether to approve or deny the THP 
as well as THP 1-89-793, a 399 acre old- 
growth cut on Salmon Creek. 

Intense public outcry over the 1989 
THPs brought a "timber summit" this Janu- 
ary 29 between Maxxam’s Charles Hurwitz 
and legislators Doug Bosco, Barry Keene, and 
Dan Hauser (see related article). The resul- 
tant "timber pact” disallowed activity in 
Headwaters for two years. 

On March 1 three hikers discovered a 
tractor blazing the ridgetop road and used a 
radio phone to call Earth First! organizer Judi 
Bari in Ukiah, who notified media and activ- 
ists throughout the state. By March 5 several 
hundred people had expressed interest in 
traveling to Humboldt County for direct 
action to stop road construction. 

No legally approved THP exists for the 
newly roaded area, which forest activists 
contend violates the State Forest Practices 
Act and the California Environmental Qual- 
ity Act. On March 2 CDF Director Len Theiss 
said a state forester would that day inspect 
the ridgetop, but he contended that the cut 
is a "trail" to allow access for wildlife biolo- 
gists conducting studies in Headwaters. 
Theiss said "it's a difference of opinion" 
whether the 20-foot wide, one mile swath is 
"a road or a trail.” 

On March 5 Theiss had yet to talk with 
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an inspectorand had no furtherin- 
formation. At the CDF office in 
Fortuna, a receptionist informed 
callers that no CDF officials were 
available to discuss the new road. 

In Sacramento, Andrea Tuttle, for- 
estry consultant for Senator Keene 
and "timber summit" spokesper- 
son, said, "I called and was told (by 
PL) what the road was and then we 
had that confirmed by both Fish 
and Game and the Department of 
Forestry and we feel that the mat- 
ter is closed." 

Tuttle agreed that it is a road, 
but claimed, "It is an approved, agreed upon 
cutting of a road... According to Fish and 
Game and Forestry, there were agreements 
that the area was too dense for anyone to 
physically get in there to do the studies...." 
Tuttle said that Ken Moore, with Fish & 
Game, gave permission for the road to be cut. 
Moore was not at his Eureka office on March 
5. 

The hikers were dismayed at reasons 
given for cutting the road. One said, "No 
self-respecting biologist would bulldoze a 
road or trail of any kind along a crucial 
ridgetop habitat migration corridor in order 
to study wildlife there ... clearly the road is 
intended mostly to allow quick and easy 
access for fellers should approval of adjacent 
logging plans come any time soon. " Another 
acknowledged that the ridgetop brush is 
thick, but added, "I’ve carried 70 pounds in 
a frame pack along that same ridge ... it’s 
certainly more desirable than cutting a 
road." The hikers said that several large 
hardwood trees and small conifers were 
uprooted to build the road. 

— Greg King, North Coast EF! 
late ed. note: Darryl Chemey and George Shook 
have been sentenced to 10 days in jail for a past 
redwood defense direct action. Also, in a huge 
action after Greg wrote these articles, EFlers 
illegally invaded, photographed, and measured 
the illegal road. They found it to be 28 feet wide, 
not 20 as CDC had said. 



"Summit" Spells Ominous 
Watershed for Headwaters 


By secretly cutting an illegal road into 
the heart of Headwaters Forest, Maxxam 
Corporation and the Pacific Lumber Com- 
pany helped expose February's "timber 
summit" meetings as a skillfully crafted 
public hoax. The "summit" was a ruse to 
allow ancient forest liquidation in a mostly 
preservation-minded electoral district. 

After spending the 1980s designing 
methods to aid the timber industry's uncon- 
trolled logging of California's North Coast, 
State Assemblyman Dan Hauser, Congress- 
man Doug Bosco, and State Senator Barry 
Keene (all Democrats) are now, even in the 
eyes of some detractors, "champions" of the 
forest. This was the intended result of Febru- 
ary talks between the lawmakers and capital- 
ists Charles Hurwitz (chair, Maxxam Corpo- 
ration), and Harry Merlo (president, Louisi- 
ana Pacific Corporation). 

The legislators often take heat from 
constituents for refusing to stop illegal and 
catastrophic deforestation. Bosco, Hauser, 
and Keene sought to "resolve the critical 
issues confronting the North Coast" by first 
feigningthreats of legislation against the two 
timber giants, then holding private, well 


publicized "summit" meetings designed to 
convince a gullible public that real action 
would follow. 

On February 8, a lauded but substan- 
tially empty "logging compromise" surfaced 
which would allow deforestation as usual 
while bringing the lawmakers closer to guar- 
anteed reelection by a fooled constituency. 
The "compromise," as reported in mostly 
glowing terms by the Santa Rosa Press Demo- 
crat, resulted in the following: a conditional 
two-year moratorium on activity inside 
Headwaters Forest, world's largest unpro- 
tected virgin redwood grove, owned by 
Maxxam subsidiary Pacific Lumber (PL) in 
Scotia, Humboldt County; an independent 
audit to ensure that the amount of logs taken 
by Maxxam does not exceed double the 
board footage cut by Pacific Lumber prior to 
its 1985 takeover by Maxxam; Pacific 
Lumber's support of a prohibition against 
clearcutting in old-growth forests; and a 
guarantee by Maxxam that PL will not export 
logs. Louisiana Pacific agreed to export no 
logs or chips to its new processing plant in 
Mexico; to not "overharvest" California's 
continued on next page 




Everyone's favorite timber beast, Charles Hurwitz, flees a hostile crowd at the University of Texas 
in Austin. 


TX EF! Confronts Hurwitz 


Texas Earth First! Locks Up 
Outer Loop Construction 


Late one afternoon an anonymous MBA 
student phoned to tell us that an old friend 
of ours, Charles Hurwitz, would be deliver- 
ing a speech In two days to University of 
Texas MBA students. 

Charles Hurwitz, known as the Red- 
woods Rapist of California, is a Houston- 
based |unk bond junkie. His company, 
Maxxam, acquired Pacific Lumber Company 
(PL) in a forced takeover. PL, owner of the 
largest private old-growth Coast Redwood 
forests, previously selectively harvested its 
timber. But after Maxxam took over, PL 
began clearcutting, doubling its harvest level 
in order to pay off the debt incurred by the 
junk bond financing of the takeover. How- 
ever, profits generated were not used to retire 
the debt. Instead, Hurwitz used the revenues 
to acquire a huge aluminum plant. 

We seized the opportunity. Early that 
morning at Quackenbushes we worked our- 
selves into a caffeinated frenzy, then headed 
for the auditorium. A crowd of MBA types 
was milling around, and us "straight” folks 
began pleasantly leafletting them. Soon the 
hippies and anarchists appeared, and we 
blew our cover, unleashing the caffeine in 
chants and songs. Bill Oliver treated the 
nervous business students to spirited rounds 
of "Woodpecker Rebellion". About 40 pro- 
testers crowded into the anteroom, yelling 
"Redwoods, not deadwoods!”, and "Axe 
Hurwitz, not the redwoods!” While we were 
stomping on the wall In time to "Wood- 
pecker Rebellion", Tracy accidentally kicked 
a hole in it. (A month later, Tracy was 
charged with "malicious mischief’ for her 
"crime" and thrown in jail.) Protesters were 
trying to sneak, cajole, and shove their way 
into the auditorium with a banner. Jerry the 
Tall would straight-arm his way past five or 


ten security guards and vigilant MBA frats. 
Still we were repelled. We settled for hanging 
it on the pedestrian walkway over 2 1st street, 
right outside the building. 

Nearly fifty demonstrators now sur- 
rounded the building stomping and chant- 
ing at every entrance. He had to come out 
somewhere. Would he try to land a helicop- 
ter on the roof? No, there were no elevators 
in the room — we had him trapped. 

We heard the applause. How could 
anyone applaud such a slimeball? Suddenly, 
like a rat slipping out of a cupboard and 
behind the refrigerator, he was gone. Four or 
five EFlers rushed him yelling, "String him 
up from a Redwood tree!" Jackie asked, 
"Were you abused as a child?" Three cops 
escorted him to a red sports car that swal- 
lowed him and sped away. 

Back in the crowd, we interviewed with 
the media, and debated with the frats. MBAs 
sympathetic to the redwoods told us how 
Hurwitz had advised them to get into a 
business, rake in the money, and run. Some 
MBAs had asked questions straight off our 
flyer, and he had nervously dodged or lied 
around them. Thanks to Hurwitz, we now 
know that selective harvesting damages the 
root systems of the trees not being cut. Yes, 
it's much kinder to just cut them all down. 
Tony Pierno, Maxxam general counsel, 
quipped, "Redwoods are one of the fastest 
growlngthingsintheworld." Yup. Theycan 
grow a 2000-year-old tree in minutes now. 

In any event, Charles Hurwitz was, 
according to a crowd member, "visibly dis- 
turbed" by our presence; and the cops' 
walkie-talkies bleeding in on his micro- 
phone didn't make him any more comfort- 
able. May nightmares of a thousand chain- 
saws haunt your slumbers, Charlie. 


Hours before dawn on January 5, nine 
EF!ers stole onto the site where the Texas 
Highway Department is illegally construct- 
ing the dreaded Outer Loop, and locked their 
necks to road-building equipment. 

The Outer Loop, or SH 45, is a planned 
82-mile beltway that would encircle Austin. 
Last January, the Austin Transportation 
Study (ATS) approved the plan for the Loop 
and other roads, despite the opposition of 
hundreds of citizens. Arguments against the 
Loop ran the gamut: destruction of the 
Edwards Aquifer and Barton Springs; de- 
struction of the Hill Country, Lake Austin 
and Lake Travis; further threats to threat- 
ened and endangered species; racial segrega- 
tion; suburban sprawl; expensive infrastruc- 
ture; higher taxes; decay of the central busi- 
ness district; destruction of neighborhoods; 
more pollution ... 

Our biggest concerns are the Edwards 
Aquifer and the ATS's and TX Hwy. Dept.'s 
blatant d isregard of many laws. ATS has been 
ruled in court to be in violation of the Texas 
Open Meetings Act by failing to give notice 
of meetings to anyone but developers and 
boosters. The TX Hwy. Dept., while seeking 
federal money for the Loop, also seeks to 
evade federal environmental regulations. By 
building across the Aquifer, they are in viola- 
tion of the Clean Water Act, which protects 
"sole source" aquifer water supplies. Also, 
when federal money is involved, a federal 
environmental im- 
pact statement (EIS) 
must be prepared, 
according to guide- 
lines of the National 
Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA). 

ATS and the TX 
Hwy. Dept, knew that 
an EIS would prove 
that Segment 3A, 
which crosses the 
Aquifer, would de- 
stroy the water supply 
for nearly 30,000 
people. But they 
couldn't re-route the 
road, or worse yet, not 
build it, because that 
wouldn't help their 
buddy, Gary Bradley. 

Gary Bradley, super- 
developer, glamour 
boy, woman-beater, 
glutton at the public 
trough, and candidate 
for City Council, is 
one of those really 
desperate developers 
deeply in debt and 
owned by the FDIC. 

Segment 3A would go 
through his huge 
Circle C develop- 
ment, making the 
houses more attrac- 
tive to potential buy- 
ers. 

To avoid this le- 
gal hassle with NEPA, 
the ATS and the TX 
Hwy. Dept, decided to 


segment the project and use only state funds 
for the portion that crosses the aquifer. This 
way they claim that they don’t have to do the 
EIS, because it's not a federal project! They 
say this 3-mile segment is a different project 
from the other 79 miles! Clever? Not really 
— segmentation to avoid compliance with 
NEPA is itself a violation of NEPA; it's been 
attempted, challenged, and proven illegal in 
many other cases. 

In August, the Save Barton Creek Asso- 
ciation, Austin Crossroads, and We Care 
Austin filed a suit in federal court, seeking an 
injunction to stop construction and a court 
order to have the EIS done. The Edwards 
Aquifer/Barton Springs Water Conservation 
District, a state agency, joined the lawsuit 
but dropped out after getting $70,000 in 
hush money from the Hwy. Dept. Later, the 
Sierra Club joined in the lawsuit. Federal 
Judge Walter Smith heard the case on Febru- 
ary 5, and will soon decide whether to issue 
an injunction pending completion of the 
EIS. 

Sensing that the court was on their 
heels, the Hwy. Dept, tried to build the road 
before the court could act. We believe they 
began clearing shortly before Christmas, a 
strategic time because many activists were 
out of town, and because the gubernatorial 
and City Council races were heating up. Few 
politicians dare take a stand on a controver- 
continued on page 14 



Joe Morris and Tim Laughing Dog Jones occupy a Texas Highway 
Department 'dozer to stop construction of Austin's destructive Outer 
Loop. As a sign of an experienced (and wealthy) Kryptonitc ™ user, note 
Tim's fancy two-lock setup: 


continued from previous page 
North Coast to supply the Mexico plant; to 
continue supplying wood to independent 
North Coast lumber manufacturers; and to 
help expand economic development on the 
North Coast. 

Finding holes in this deal is like break- 
ing windows with bowling balls. To begin, 
the deal struck is a "gentlemen's agreement" 
in no way legally binding. Pacific Lumber 
has no approved timber harvest plan in 
Headwaters Forest and may not be granted 
one due to severe opposition to logging there 
by activist groups and even some ranking 
state officials. While a two-year moratorium 
on logging in Headwaters may be construed 
as a victory, PL stipulated that if it is hindered 
from logging the rest of its old-growth — 
either by lawsuits or Fish & Game — the deal 
would be abrogated. Also, Maxxam now 
contends Headwaters Forest is worth $750 
million. This is equivalent to Maxxam's 
entire 1985 purchase price for Pacific Lumber 
and is, according to New York stock broker- 
age firm Baird, Patrick, and Co., $16 million 
more than PL's total assets at the end of 1988. 

The proposed audit — to "guarantee" 
Maxxam does not more than double PL's 
pre-takeover logging volume — comes after 
nearly five years of Maxxam's tripled old- 
growth cut, earning hundreds of millions of 
dollars and wiping out approximately 
40,000 acres of forest. Maxxam also sold PL's 
welding works ($350 million), pension fund 
($60 million), and San Francisco office build- 


ing ($34 million). Afterabsconding with half 
of PL's assets, a new Maxxam audit will do 
little for workers and forest health. 

A prohibition on "clear-cutting'' in old- 
growth forests is today meaningless, as sev- 
eral other "even-aged management systems" 
are available to allow deforesters to take 
every standing and fallen tree. Pacific Lum- 
ber before Maxxam's takeover used the "seed 
tree" system, whereby 70% of a tract's stand- 
ing board foot volume (about half the trees) 
was logged. Today Maxxam uses the "seed 
tree, removal cut" to log the remaining trees 
on this land with no acreage limitations, 
creating contiguous de facto clearcuts of sev- 
eral thousand acres. At present logging rates, 
PL's 56,000 acres (as of January 1986) of this 
"residual" old-growth forest will be elimi- 
nated by 1995. 

After the takeover, Maxxam changed 
PL's initial-entry cut in virgin forests from 
the seed tree method to clearcutting, but 
after two years of public outrage and lawsuits 
company officials made a deal with State 
Assemblyman Byron Sher to "selectively 
manage" untouched groves in exchange for 
Sher dropping his anti-clearcutting bill. 
With its new "modified select cut" PL Is 
required to leave just one ten foot diameter 
tree per acre, which itself may be cut in three 
years. Sher, feeling duped by Maxxam, later 
resubmitted the timber bill, only to have it 
defeated in committee by Hauser. 

Finally, Maxxam does not need to ex- 
port logs to make its millions. Both old- 


growth and second growth redwood bring 
high domestic prices. Logs from PL forests 
feed at least six local mills. 

Louisiana Pacific's agreements also 
come without substance. The Mexico proc- 
essing plant was never intended to accept 
raw logs or chips, but rather to "finish" rough 
lumber — a job performed on the North 
Coast until LP closed or reduced production 
at four mills in Humboldt, Mendocino, and 
Sonoma Counties. With a profitable domes- 
tic market LP does not need to export raw 
redwood logs, but may still export lumber 
and will continue to export chips and pulp 
produced from North Coast forests. Louisi- 
ana Pacific will likely continue supplying 
independent lumber manufacturers with 
logs until its 500,000 North Coast acres are 
totally deforested — which, at a rate of ap- 
proximately 30,000 acres per year, could 
occur any day. LP's promise to support 
economic development on the North Coast 
is more frightening than encouraging. The 
company's friends and investments in pulp, 
oil, gas, weapons, highway and toxic waste 
disposal companies would bring us moder- 
ate employment and high rates of people, 
cancer, urban sprawl, pavement and sub- 
standard living conditions. 

In addition to composing unsubstantial 
economic "concessions," the lawmakers and 
business moguls never addressed the envi- 
ronmental impacts of both Maxxam's and 
LP's deforestation and toxic waste output. 
While both companies continue to liquidate 


forest — and therefore habitat, fish runs, and 
global atmosphere — at unprecedented 
rates, they also are filling the Eel River, 
Humboldt Bay, and local air with toxicity 
sometimes thousands of times higher than 
EPA "safe" levels. 

To his credit, Keene met on February 5 
this year with masked North Coast residents 
[see accompanying article] during the first 
annual Animal Lobbying Day in Sacra- 
mento. Although Keene's comments were 
less than satisfying, he displayed intelligence 
and courage not found in Bosco and Hauser. 
The latter responded to Animal Lobbying 
Day by placing two armed guards at his door. 

The word 'summit' connotes people in 
high places making high decisions for the 
higher good. However, in the world of high 
finance and high political subterfuge, the 
word means that the powerful few will meet 
In private to design ways of retaining great 
wealth and Influence while pacifying the 
masses with platitudes of reform. This defi- 
nition clearly applies to the grandiose 
smokescreen designed by Hurwitz, Merlo, 
Hauser, Bosco, and Keene. Ukiah Earth First! 
and labor organizer Judi Bari pjerhaps best 
defined the true purpx>se of the meetings: 
"They just want things to cool down. Mean- 
while the plunder continues." Cohort Dar- 
ryl Chemey added, "When five enemies of 
the forest get together to decide the fate of 
our ecology, people should worry." 

— Greg Wng, North Coast EF! 
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H. Ross Perot: 
Billionaire Goatherd 



Hydroaxe eating habitat for H. Ross Perot's Four Points development. 


Texas Earth First! explores, researches, 
and documents every movement of the 
notorious developer H. Ross Perot — the 
Beast. In doing so, we recently discovered 
that Perot and his lawyer/rep John Joseph 
want to clear Four Points (habitat of the 
Golden-cheeked Warbler) to build hotels 
and condos — before the Warblers are offi- 
cially listed as Threatened and before the 
City can do anything about it. Prior to 
clearing land for development, a final build- 
ing plan must be submitted to the City of 
Austin for approval. Perot had not done this, 
so he could not legally begin development at 
Four Points. 

Unfortunately, the Lake Austin Water- 
shed Ordinance has a loophole big enough 
to drive a bulldozer through. By saying that 
the proposed clearing was for agricultural 
purposes (e.g., raising goats), Perot laid claim 
to the agricultural exemption from the Ordi- 
nance — H . Ross Perot, billionaire goatherd ! 
Even though the "agricultural proposal" had 
nothing to do with the true motives behind 
the clearing, Austan Librach of the City 
found nothing wrong with the exemption 
under the Ordinance. 

EFlers soon learned that John Joseph 
intended to clear more than 200 acres of the 
333-acre tract. Obviously, the idea was to get 
rid of the habitat fast, since the Warblers had 
just been officially proposed for Threatened 
status by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
(FWS). 

Word came that 2 hydroaxes (high- 
speed tree-eaters) were on the property. In 
less than a day, about 40 acres of trees were 
shredded into hamster cage litter. Earth 
First! swung into action. 

First we notified the City staff, who did 
not think the deal was on yet. Outraged, 
they promised to "red tag" the operation 
sometime in the morning. We only had to 
stop it until they arrived. 

About 30 EFlers arrived at the site and 
waited. We flashed signs and showed the 
press around the property, pointing out the 
damage. No workers came! Eventually, the 
City got there with the red tags. 
Aaaaaowoooo! We headed for tacos and 
beer. We had thwarted the richest man in 
Texas! 

Meanwhile, Dallas EFlers were making 
their debut, picketing Perot’s office building. 
Perot actually paid them the honor of show- 
ing up at their demo. Bad move, Ross. The 


Wolf News. . . 

continued from page 1 1 

So goes part of a conversation between 
two pilots, Chuck and Jack, overheard by two 
rangers in Kanuti National Wildlife Refuge. 
Chuck and Jack are also the names of two 
well-known wolf hunters charged with un- 
lawful airborne hunting of wolves and un- 
lawful use of radio communications while 
hunting wolves. These actions are said to 
have taken place on federal lands, and high- 
light two growing problems in Alaska which 
have been reported in recent issues of this 
Journal. 

First, Alaska recently increased the area 
open to land-and-shoot wolf hunting. The 
policy change is making it easier for wolf 
killers to hunt wolves from a plane and 
report the wolves as "legally" taken through 
the land-and-shoot method. Second, federal 
lands are being increasingly threatened with 
these same legal violations, as the state has 
pressured the National Park Service to keep 
its lands open to land-and-shoot wolf hunt- 
ing. The Alaska Wildlife Alliance Newsletter 
of Jan-Feb 1990 gives more information on 
these issues: 

The National Park Service Director, 
James Ridenour, has postponed the final 
decision on the land-and-shoot wolf hunt- 
ing ban on National Park Preserves after a 
meeting with Alaskan Senator Ted Stevens 
and Representative Don Young. Alaska's 
congressional delegation and Governor 
Cowper have tried to convince Ridenour that 
the NPS should not pass the permanent ban. 
Senator Stevens has said he will not support 
NPS projects in the Appropriations Commit- 
tee if the ban goes through. 

A new complication has arisen in the 
political battle over land-and-shoot wolf 
hunting. The Supreme Court of Alaska has 
handed down a decision stating that Alaska's 
subsistence law is unconstitutional, and that 
all residents have an equal right to pursue 
game. This means that all subsistence sea- 
sons are now open to all Alaska residents. 
Because of this decision, any Alaskan with a 
hunting license is eligible to land-and shoot 
wolves in National Park Preserves. 

Meanwhile, the Alaska Department of 
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picture in the Dallas Morning News was of 
Perot shaking hands with a protester holding 
a sign that said, "Can you say, ‘Habitat’, Mr. 
Perot?" 

We shouldn't have been so quick to 
gloat. That same afternoon, we learned that 
Austan Librach had lifted the red tag! But 
Joseph had promised he wouldn't start clear- 
ing again until after an agreement with the 
City. 

For the next week, we prepared our case 
with the City and the FWS. We convinced 
City Councilmembers Max Nofziger and 
Sally Shipman to post an emergency item for 
that Thursday's City Council meeting. The 
result was an ordinance creating a 90-day 
moratorium on the use of the agricultural 
exemptions during which an amendment 
closing the loophole could be drawn up. As 
we waited for the showdown at the City 
Council, we continued to amass and funnel 
documentation to FWS of the numerous 
threats to Travis County's Golden-cheeked 
Warblers. 

That Thursday night we all gathered for 
the City Council meeting. Oddly, the actual 
ordinance was not even discussed by the 
Council. Mayor Lee Cooke asked City staff 
(Librach) to tell what happened at Four 
Points with the flip-flop on the red tag, and 
demanded to know if it was true that the City 
staff had "alerted Earth First! to the issue." 
Librach hastily denied this (in fact, EF! had 
alerted the City), and did a fine bureaucrat's 
job of justifying his vacillations over the red 
tag. He also explained that he had that day 
approved the new proposal for the "ranch- 
ing” operation. 

EF! representatives then testified for the 
Council, explaining the need for the morato- 
rium not just for Four Points, but for other 
proposed developments in the same situ- 
ation. We pointed out that over 10,000 acres 
could be cleared very quickly under this 
exemption, and up to 9100 acres of this was 
potential Golden-cheeked Warbler habitat. 
To date, no comprehensive maps of verified 
occupied Warbler habitat have been re- 
leased, making any inspection for habitat 
destruction very difficult. 

The City Council then put John Joseph 
on the stand. Councilmember Robert Barn- 
stone closely questioned Joseph, who gave 
his standard lies: The 90-acre preserve was 
generous. The agricultural exemption was 
legitimate because of the goats on the prop- 
erty. Only "small junipers" were being 


Fish and Game (ADFG) has come up with yet 
another method to "control" wolves. Biolo- 
gists intend to take Moose carcasses from 
train collisions and feed them to wolves and 
bears in an attempt to limit Moose and Cari- 
bou calf predation in the spring between Tok 
and Delta Junction. They hope to use this 
method in the future in conjunction with 
birth control implants for predators. Bill 
Gasaway, an ADFG biologist and wolf con- 
trol advocate, supports birth control for 
wolves. He thinks Alaska should try an 
implant that is being tested in Canada this 
year if it is successful. The result of ADFG's 
push to find methods of "nonlethal" preda- 
tor control is a threat to wolves because it will 
allow ADFG to continue to reduce wolf 
numbers without the same degree of public 
scrutiny Incited by aerial shooting or state- 
funded, lethal wolf control. 

To help combat this situation the Wolf 
Action Group in Missoula has created a 
"boycott Alaska" poster, to be placed at such 
relevant places as travel agencies and public 
bulletin boards. These not-so-silent agitators 
mention that Alaska has recently expanded 
the land-and-shoot area, is considering a 
control program, and that its wolf numbers 
have declined by 2/3 over the past ten years. 
The poster asks people not to vacation in 
Alaska until the killing ends. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write letters on 
behalf of the wolf to Alaska Tourism, 3601 
C Street, Anchorage, AK 99503; and to 
Alaska Board of Game Box 3-2000, Juneau, 
AK 99802. Write to your congressional 
delegates (senators, Senate, DC 20510; 
representative. House of Reps, 20515) and 
tell them to counter Senator Stevens's 
threat to not support NPS appropriations. 
Write to WAG at Box 9286, Missoula, MT 
59807 for their poster. 

For more Information on efforts on 
behalf of wolves and what you can do to 
help, contact the Wolf Action Network. Also, 
contact the Networkif you have information 
useful in the fight for wolves and the wilder- 
ness they need. For those of you who are just 
joining these efforts, see back issues for per- 
spective and other ideas. 

— TomSkeele, EF! Wolf Action Network 
Coordinator 


cleared. The timing of the clearing had 
nothing to do with the proposed listing of 
the Warblers. The clearing had to be done 
now, because of an agreement with the City 
not to work while the Warblers are in town. 

“What if we agreed to let you work in 
the summer,” asked Bamstone. "Well, no, 
we wouldn't agree to that," said Joseph. 
“That would be bad for the habitat." The 
courtroom roared with laughter. 

The City Council approved the morato- 
rium 4 to 3, but we needed a 5-2 vote in order 
to make an emergency item effective imme- 
diately. Bamstone had voted against us! 
Damn! Now the moratorium would have to 
be approved on two more readings before the 
Council (taking another two weeks). They 
could start clearing again tomorrow! Bam- 
stone explained that he just couldn't vote for 
a blank moratorium, because the City would 
get into trouble with other landowners and 
the legislature. He would have preferred to 
simply amend the Watershed Ordinance to 
close the loophole. Damn! That was what we 


Outer Loop . . . 

continued from page 13 
sial issue during a campaign. 

Enter Earth First! Ed McGinnis, Steve 
Willis, Doug Schoellkopf, Jackie Thomas, 
Ron Cooke, Bill Koons, Christ! Stevens, Tim 
Jones, and Jerry Henrichs entered the site 
and Kryptonite™ -locked their necks to some 
big ugly yellow machines. Dawn broke and 
the construction crews arrived. Our support 
teams convinced them that they would face 
attempted murder charges if they tried to 
move the machines. Soon the media and the 
county sheriffs arrived. Gary Bradley himself 
appeared and humiliated himself on camera 
by throwing a tantrum. "I'll tell what I did!" 
he bellowed. "I donated all the land for this 
road! What have you done for anybody 
lately?" EF! spokesperson Lou Jost put him in 
line by pointing out that Gary's Driveway 
was evading the law. The conflict between 
sincere, rational Earth defender and greed- 
crazed eco-raper could not have been played 
more dramatically if we had hired profes- 
sional actors. 

By and by, a locksmith arrived. After 
wasting over half an hour picking my lock, 
they used a grinding wheel to cut off the rest 
of the machine "babysitters". Even Kryp- 
tonite™ locks couldn't withstand this. The 
old "Bugis maneuver" is now obsolete, at 
least in places where they can bring in an 
electric generator. 

By 11:30 am we were all in the pad- 
dywagon on our way to the county jail. The 
deputies joked with us on the way, gave us 
free legal advice, and one even told us about 
his civil disobedience in the 1960s. 

Thirteen interminable hours later we 
were released on personal recognizance with 
criminal trespassing charges. We had been 
the lead story on all three TV stations! 

The shakedown from this action was 
considerable: letters from Lena Guerro, Jim 
Mattox, and Ann Richards (who even co- 
owns land with Bradley out there) to the EPA, 
the TX Hwy. Dept., the US Hwy. Dept., etc., 
asking for injunctions and the EIS. All this 
was to be presented to the judge February 5, 
and the City Council voted to write an ami- 
cus curiae (a Latin legal term meaning "friend 
of the court") brief to the judge requesting 
the injunction. 

In less than a week we were back on the 
street in a demonstration at the TX Hwy. 
Dept, building focusing on the department 
chairman, Robert Dedman. Through Club 
Corp Inc., he holds probably tens of thou- 
sands of acres of foreclosed land that will 
benefit greatly by the Loop. We put "Dead- 
man" and Bradley in bed together in back of 
a pickup, caressing each other, playing with 


had originally asked for! But the City legal 
staff had wanted more time to work on the 
amendment, so they had written up the 
moratorium instead. 

Friday morning we swung into action 
again. Twenty or so EFlers and a swarm of 
media waited. Sure enough, at about 1 1 AM, 
the workers arrived: 40 or so men picked up 
from the Salvation Army were given chain- 
saws, a day's pay, and county sheriff’s depu- 
ties as escorts. A hydroaxe was brought in. 
None of us could lock it up without being 
busted first. All we could do was wail to the 
media, and photograph the destruction. 
Timjones was arrested for trespassing not on 
Four Points, but on adjacent City of Austin 
property. The situation appeared hopeless. 

What we didn't know at the time was 
that Jackie Thomas was making great head- 
way down at City Hall. She convinced 
Robert Bamstone to change his vote! Mayor 
Cooke then called John Joseph and told him 
continued on next page 


their money, and smoking cigars. 

A conclusive aside: We thought it very 
odd that Gary Bradley pressed trespassing 
charges against us. Didn't he say he donated 
the land to the state? As it turns out, he still 
"owns" the land. But his big lender, First 
Gibraltar, got taken over by FDIC in the 
banks bailout. He now needs FDIC approval 
to donate the land, and they haven’t signed 
on yet. Why not? FDIC approval would 
constitute "federal involvement" on the 
project, thus fouling up their "state only" 
argument against the EIS! All this is uncon- 
firmed hearsay from reliable sources. We'll 
see what the judge makes of all this mess in 
mid-March. 

— Savannah Underdog, Texas EF! 

LAST MINUTE UPDATE: As we went to press, 
Texas EF! called to say they won! fudge Smith 
issued an injunction against construction pend- 
ing completion of the EIS. 

Yellowstone 
Mines . . . 

continued from page 9 

mine on the Stillwater at Nye on the north- 
ern edge of the Beartooths where the Orwel- 
lian "Tunnel Boring Machine" is punching 
19-foot diameter shafts into the heart of the 
range. More platinum and palladium mines 
are proposed for the East Boulder and Boul- 
der drainages, vast U-shaped glacial valleys 
draining north from the Absarokas, and a 
haul road from the Stillwater to the East 
Boulder is proposed. Chevron and ASARCO 
(the Stillwater Mining Co.) want to build a 
platinum smelter at Nye. Platinum smelters 
are among the worst single-point pollution 
sources ever developed. All this amounts to 
a huge mining boom and a potential switch 
in economic base for Sweetgrass County on 
the northern edge of the Beartooths, a vast, 
scenic, rural region populated by ranchers, 
hunters and outfitters. 

We can stop the New World Project. 
Later we will see about the East Boulder 
and Boulder. For now, write, visit or call 
Crown Butte Mines, Inc. Noranda Miner- 
als Corporation, 2501 Catlin St. Suite 201, 
Missoula, MT 59801; (406) 721-8419. Tell 
them to LEAVE IT IN THE GROUND! Also 
write Bob Gibson, Supervisor, Gallatin 
National Forest, Federal Bldg, Bozeman, 
MT 59715; (406) 587-6701. Ask Bob to 
deny Noranda a permit to mine, build a 
mill, build roads, or dump waste rock on 
public lands. 

— Phil Knight, Yellowstone Earth First! 


Georgia Pacific Seizes 
Great Northern 


With the successful hostile takeover of 
Great Northern Nekoosa (GNN), Georgia- 
Pacific becomes the largest forest products 
corporation in the world, with annual sales 
of $14 billion. It is the largest owner of 
timber acreage in the US, and has over 2.6 
million acres in Maine. Prior to its takeover 
of GNN, G-P had acquired 18 forest products 
companies through private negotiations. 
Although G-P has operated in the northeast- 
ern states for over 25 years, it has been less 
well-known than GNN, International Paper 
and several other large corporations in the 
region. 

People in Oregon familiar with G-P's 
style claim that as G-P bought companies, it 
liquidated timber to pay off the resulting 
debts. "They're one of the worst, " Andy Kerr, 
conservation director of Oregon Natural 
Resources Council, said. "They operate on a 
sustained yield of corporate profits, not a 
sustained yield of timber for local communi- 
ties." Kerr predicted that G-P will follow the 
same practice of "clearcut and liquidate" on 
GNN lands. 

G-P's "Patch Cuts" 

In Washington and southern Arrostook 
Counties in Maine, G-P claims it stopped 
clearcutting quite a while ago, although G-P 
Vice President Pete Correll stated on Maine 
Public Radio (MPBN) that G-P still does 
"patch cuts, you know, 20 to 40 acres." Most 
people call that clearcutting, and the US 
Forest Service limits the size of its "patch 
cuts" to 40 acres. Correll apparently meant 
that G-P does not do clearcuts as large as 
Great Northern which often clears hundreds 
of acres. Loggers familiar with G-P's eastern 
Maine holdings say that G-P will run out of 
softwoods in four and a half years! 

G-P's "Environmental Excursions" 

In December the Maine Sunday Telegram 
reported that the state of Maine had sued G- 
P over water pollution violations allegedly 
stemming from G-P's failure to comply with 
the provisions of a 1986 negotiated agree- 
ment worked out after four previous agree- 
ments over the preceding decade had failed 
to halt violations. The director of water 
pollution enforcement efforts for Maine's 
Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) said G-P has violated "just about every 
provision of its licence at one time or an- 
other." G-P has also been accused of 114 
violations of water quality laws, mostly in 
the past few years. Five major spills into the 
St. Croix River occurred in 1989. 

An employee of G-P wrote in December: 
"I’ve seen where a faulty check valve has 
broken and spilled waste water into the St. 
Croix River for days. I've seen recovery 
boilers run when they should have been shut 
down and retubed. I've seen all-night clean- 
ups after an accident before OSHA comes the 
next day. We've been asked to work over and 
been told that if we don't a non-union con- 
tractor will do it." 

In January, Maine Times reported that 
G-P puts more toxic chemicals into Maine’s 
environment than any other single polluter 
in the state. G-P’s pulpwood mill in Wood- 


land was the top polluter in four of the ten 
most toxic chemicals: chlorine (1.5 million 
pounds p>er year); chlorine dioxide (737,000 
pounds); methanol (477,000 pounds); and 
chloroform (428,000 pounds). 

G-P has been fined over $1 million for 
numerous violations of the Clean Air Act. G- 
P's Woodland mill is five miles from Moose- 
horn National Wildlife Refuge. The US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS) says emissions 
from the plant have impaired visibility at 
Moosehom since 1985, and that G-P’s plan 
to monitor visibility is inadequate. 

On MPBN in February, numerous call- 
ers accused G-P of violations of environ- 
mental laws. During one attempt to answer 
critics, Pete Correll made the following se- 
quence of comments: "We've had some 
environmental excursions.... I’m not as 
proud as I'd like to be ... Our record’s as good 
as anybody else in this industry.... We're 
proud of our record.... " 

G-P's contempt for the environment is, 
of course, true of the entire industry. Re- 
cently, Maine’s Paper Industry Information 
Office sponsored showings of a film that 
suggests the fears of chemical threats to 
health and the environment maybe exagger- 
ated. At the time, the Maine legislature was 
considering a bill to regulate odor, color and 
foam from Maine mills. 

G-P and Workers 

Union workers have witnessed an in- 
dustry-wide assault on labor this decade. 
During the economic slump in the industry 
in the mid-1980s, workers made significant 
concessions. With the record profits of the 
past few years, they expected to recover some 
of those concessions. Instead, industry has 
presented a united front against workers. All 
over the country, paperworkers are strug- 
gling to prevent further concessions to 
management over wages, pension funds, 
seniority rights, health insurance and other 
benefits. 

How does G-P operate? G-Pmillworkers 
in Oregon have not had a wage increase since 
1986, and they lost control of their pension 
plan in 1987. Workers at G-P's mill in 
Woodland, ME, have been without a con- 
tract for two years and are bitter that a com- 
pany that has boasted it could pay cash for 
GNN would demand contract concessions 
from its union employees. Two years ago, 
control of operations at Woodland was 
shifted from Maine to Atlanta. Workers and 
officials from Baileyville are fed up having to 
deal long-distance with G-P's "czars" in At- 
lanta. Aware of industry and G-P union- 
bashing practices, workers at GNN's Milli- 
nocket and East Millinocket mills are worried 
that G-P might shut down the mills and 
reopen them as non-union shops, forcing 
workers to accept lower wages and benefits. 
Recently OSHA fined G-P $3000 for negli- 
gence following a fatal accident at the Wood- 
land plant. G-P contested the fine. 

Exports 

One reason the timber industry has 
been able to play hardball with its unions, 
despite long strikes at several mills, is the 
favorable export market. With the record 
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continued from previous page 
that they now had the five votes necessary to 
enact the moratorium. Joseph capitulated. 
He promised to stop cutting at Four Points if 
the City would not impose the moratorium. 
He agreed to a meeting with the City on 
Monday. We were safe for the weekend! 

On Monday, Tim, Jackie, and I went to 
the meeting. Also present was Coundlmem- 
ber George Humphrey, Steve Paulson (who 
chairs the City's environmental board and 
works forjohn Joseph!), several Perot Group 
representatives, Austan Librach, David 
Braun of The Nature Conservancy, and 
Channel 7 News. Joseph refused to attend 
the meetingif Earth First! and the media were 
present, so we waited outside. 

After the meeting, George Humphrey 
briefed us. Basically, the original agreement 
stood. No more cutting would take place, 
and in return the City would not enact the 
moratorium. However, the City remained 
poised to enact the moratorium if clearing 
resumed at Four Points or anywhere else. 

This left one looming question: If Jo- 
seph wasn't going to work on Four Points 
anyway, why did he oppose the morato- 
rium? Was he trying to leave the door open 
to himself and his developer allies for clear- 
ing other tracts of Warbler habitat? We had 
just heard that unpermitted clearing was 
taking place on other lands. We needed to 
document this for the FWS, and quickly, for 
the meeting of the Regional Habitat Conser- 
vation Plan on Friday. There was no way to 


do it all on foot. We began an aerial video 
reconnaissance of Warbler habitat in Travis 
County. 

We found that Trails of Canyon Creek, 
a 300-400 acre tract north of Four Points, had 
been totally cleared of junipers. The work 
had been done on the first week of January, 
while we were tied up with the Outer Loop 
demonstration. In this case, there was no 
doubt about the illegality. Trails had no 
permits and no livestock to justify the agri- 
cultural exemption. The City may sue. Who 
represents Trails? John Joseph! Naturally, 
Joseph claims he had no knowledge of the 
clearing. 

Four Points is supposedly safe for at least 
this Warbler breeding season. After nesting, 
development can occur if Joseph goes 
through the City permitting process. Since 
there is no market for this sort of develop- 
ment and since there are no buyers for the 
property, it is very likely that the Warblers 
will be listed before Joseph/Perot can clear 
the land. The Regional Habitat Conserva- 
tion Plan will ultimately determine the fate 
of Four Points. 

Until then, it is up to Earth First! to be 
the "Environmental Police" for the endan- 
gered species habitat. We have been flying 
over the Hill Country by airplane and heli- 
copter, aswellastrespassinglike fools. Ironi- 
cally, if we find any trouble, it works in our 
favor. The FWS may have decided already to 
list the Warblers, but any clearing of the 
habitat that we document will make the 
listing come about much more quickly. 


profits of recent years, workers expected to 
win back concessions of the mid-1980s. 
Instead, they discovered that corporations 
intended to maintain profits at current levels 
and would rather close down mill operations 
than give in to workers' demands. The ex- 
port market assures continued profits for 
industry. Facing financial ruin, millworkers 
have been forced to capitulate. 

G-P closed mills in Toledo, Oregon in 
1962 and 1982. In 1988 G-P exported 40 
million board feet of raw logs from its 
125,000 acres in the Toledo area to Japan, 
China and Korea. About 75% of the market 
pulp produced at the Woodland mill is ex- 
ported to countries such asjapan, Korea, and 
England. 

Boycott G-P 

The Rainforest Action Network (RAN) 
and Earth First! have organized a nationwide 


boycott of G-P because it imports over 
150,000 tons of finished tropical hardwoods. 
Last fall, the threat of a similar boycott 
helped Scott Paper Co. to abandon its plans 
to convert about two million acres of Indo- 
nesian rainforest on the island of Irianjaya to 
a eucalyptus tree farm and pulp plant. 

Preserve Appalachian Wilderness be- 
lieves the G-P boycott should also emphasize 
that G-P’s takeover of GNN will cause G-P to 
sell some of its Maine lands to developers or 
to liquidate its forest holdings at an even 
more unconscionable rate than G-P and 
GNN have been cutting. With interest pay- 
ments of $1 million a day to service its $8 
billion debt load, G-P should be particularly 
vulnerable to a boycott, especially if the 
labor movement joins. 

—Jamie Sayen, PAW coordinator 
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to and understand. What we have is a care- 
fully wrapped and labeled package of skinless 
and boneless chicken parts, kept in the quiet 
safety of a frozen subculture. 

And Earth First! got us hung up onti 
tactics — from the sacramen t of mon-l| 
keywrenching to the ritual of tree-sitting. 
We've made waves in inStifa and become a 
major sub-movement, but we debate, do and 
defend our tactics as tactics — the political 
equivalent of "Art for Art's Sake.” Our work 
is colorful, our technique impressive; we are 
as conscious of our own significance as 
Romantic artists ever were. Unfortunately, 
the parallel goes further — the general public 
can't relate to it after a certain point. The 
qvant-garde needs to stay in tnnrh with the 
heart oi what matters to or dinary peonle. 
Strategy is about moving the grassroots, not 
cultivating a style. This happens when all 
the melodies and movements and lines and 
colors add up to a powerful synthesis that 
empowersall. We accomplish most wheats 
turn the debate over our tacficTinto a debate 
over the entire movement's strate gy. Chal- 
lenging the habits, compromiseT'Snd ap- 
peasement is the just the beginning of our 
strategic responsibilities; we’ve mistaken 
this for the end purpose of our strategic re- 
sponsibilities. 

At first glance, as ecology meets capital- 
ism on Earth Day 1990, opening round of 
"the Decade of the Environment," it doesn't 
look good for ecology. Capitalism is calling 
the shots, redefining environmental crises 
on its own terms, showing the public ecology 
through the lens of economics — the wrong 
end of the telescope, through which the 
Earth looks flat and boring. The debate shifts 
to nonsense issues: Is McDonald's token 
recycling of styrotrash good, and if so, how 
can we help? Is nuclear power a way to cool 
the greenhouse? It looks like a technical 
knockout — even before the opening bell. 

How can Earth First! help bring this 
confused and reeling movement to its 
senses? 

To begin, we need to admit that we are 
in the ecology movement — not jeering, 
sneering audience members watching a 
rigged fight. We're inside that addled mind, 
inside those flaccid muscles and aching 
bones. If we can remember who we are, what 
we want, where we came from and how we 
got here, the movement will remember. This 
article can only introduce the questions: 

Who are we? If we're the ecology 
movement, what is ecology? The word has 
come to mean everything and therefore 
nothing to the movement; it needs a defini- 
f tion. "A science dealing with the relations 
f between organisms and their environment" 

! is perhaps a good place to begin. Can we 
define and defend a credo of ecological rights 
and responsibilities? 

What do we want? If capitalism seeks to 
redefine ecology as a problem it will solve, 


can we redefine capitalism in ecological 
Terms? W hat is the bottom line in what we 
demand for a truce with capitalism, or do we 
even have a bottom line? Is the notion of 
planet-as-property any less absurd, abhor- 
rent, and deadly than the idea of person-as- 
property? XhejConstitution that once up- 
held slavery still upKoids-.the~right~t© pavel 
and poison- theEartfL Julian Huxley posed’ 
the question: Is "Man" a wild or domestic 
species? The flipside was asked by the Indi- 
ans but so far not by their conquerors: Is 
Earth a wild or domestic planet? If we are 
planetary Abolitionists, can we strategize a 
more peaceful transition to freedom than the 
last one — and how long can we wait? An 
inhabited planet may live and evolve in free- 
dom; an "owned" planet is an enslaved and 
dying one. 

Where arewecoming from? The Ameri- 
can Indians fought for their wild territory 
and changed the thinking of many whites in 
the process; but what are the origins of this 
stage of the planetary movement, and what4 
do we make of the mythology of Earth Day I 
1970? Already in late 1969, articles in New 
York City underground magazine Rat News 
spoke of the place and time the ecology 
movement was bom — and it wasn't just in 
photos from the moon. Rpnald Reagan wasi 
jn a sense the creator ofthe ecology move- 
ment, ten months before Earth Day. His 
orders to shoot at people who had trans- ^ 
formed a vacant lot into a garden. Peoples'! 
Park in Berkeley, CA, so that the garden couldl 
be paved and fenced by the state that\ 
"owned" the land, precipitate d one death, V 
man y injuries ... and the ecology movem enJL_3 
Malcolm X spoke of all revolutions as a fight 
for land, land won by bloodshed . We get the 
bloodshed but we lose the land. That's where 
we're coming from; but what should this tell 
us about where we're going? 

How did we get here — what is our 
historical context, and what is here ? What is 
our relationship, if any, with the other 
movements in our political environment?. 
What of the Fundamentalist " Christians" n f 
who want this Earth dead and think that we ^ 
will bum for trying to prolong its life? What! 
of the Klan sect that wants its "Aryan 
Women Warriors" to infiltrate Earth First!? 
(Don’t worry; they’ve not been invited and 
are not welcome !) What of capitalism as an 
ideological phenomenon, a movement that 
had its own origins in a rebellion against 
church and aristocracy — and now may see 
us as the one major threat to its future? All 
that is on our right — while on our left, 
Marxist governments are collapsing all over 
the world at the same time as Earthly ecosys- 
tems — putting our movement in a suddenly 
powerful and dangerous position, a position 
we must try to understand. 

If we begin to answer these questions, 
Earth First! just might be able to provide 
some life-affirming sanity to some lost 
movements in a mad world. 
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Wild Rockies EF! Conducts 
Nuisance Bureaucrat Hunt! 

As reported by the Grizzly Bear Task 
Force in the Brigid 1 990 EF! , the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service is considering conducting a 
"Nuisance Grizzly Bear Hunt" in the Grea ter 
Yellowstone Ecosystem. To protest this plan 
Wild Rockies EF! and the GBTF performed 
roving theater in Missoula, Montana on 
February 23. Dressed as bears, hunters and 
bureaucrats, we roamed the streets o! Mis- 
soula and the halls of the University of 
Montana conducting a "Nuisance Bureau- 
crat Hunt." Target of the hunt and protest 
was Chris Servheen, FWS Grizzly Bear Recov- 
ery coordinator, who will make the decision 
whether or not to allow the hurt in Yellow- 
stone. 

A press release stated that we would use 
butterfly nets and money-baited traps to 
"catch a rare (and we hope soon to be endan- 
gered) subspecies of the burgeoning popula- 
tion of Bureaucratic hassleus spp. Servilest! 
The hunt was to be conducted by the EF! 
Dept, of Endangered Critters and Division of 
Appropriate Hassling. The release was 
quoted nearly verbatim by the Missoulian. 

We conducted the hunt by placing 
money-baited traps at likely, visible loca- 
tions and awaiting wily bureaucrats. When 
a bureaucrat (disguised EF!er) took the bait, 
the bears and hunters would pursue and 
pounce on it. But the bureaucrat was always 
released, as we sought the big trophy — Chris 
Servheen. We handed out fact sheet/wanted 
posters to spectators, along with fake money 
as a reward for information on our quarry. 

Finally we cornered the Servilest in its 
lair at U of M. We presented Servheen with 
a radio collar and demanded NO HUNTING 
OF GRIZZLIES! Confronted by 20 angry 
EFiers, Servheen said he was happy to hear 
our comments and proceeded to try to justify 
the bear hunt. Disgusted, we filed out, leav- 
ing muddy paw and footprints on the carpet. 

The decision to conduct the hunt has 
not been made. Write now to express your 
outrage (information and address in last is- 
sue). 

— Phil Knight, GBTF coordinator 

Wild Rockies EF! Confronts 
MT Cowpokes 

STOP WELFARE RANCHING! This 
message greeted the usually complacent 
world of “MOO U", Montana State Univer- 
sity, the week of the annual Winter Fair in 
Bozeman. Combined forces of Wild Rockies, 
Y ellowstone and Gallatin EF!, with help from 
elements of Colorado EF!, brought the battle 
against public lands grazing home to its 
deepest, darkest reaches — to Kow Kollege, 
where the "aggies" come to learn how to 
further despoil Western rangelands and rip 
off the US taxpayer. For five days, EF! passed 
out information on campus and filled a peti- 
tion to stop this madness. Needless to say, 
the Range Robots were outraged. Cowboy 
boots filled with excrement as the ranching 
community collectively shit its pants. 

On January 25 we held a public slide- 
show. Greg Keeler entertained a large crowd 
of both anti- and pro-grazing folk. You could 
tell which was which by who laughed at 
Keeler's lyrics and who just looked uncom- 
fortable. Mike Stabler then narrated Lynn 
Jacobs's excellent grazing slideshow. After- 
ward the floor was opened to "discussion." 
Accusations flew. One native Montanan 
eloquently informed the ranchers that not 
ail Montanans favor Kows eating the bio- 
pbere. Finally, after two hours of debate, 
whipped and exhausted, the Tony Lamas 
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left. 

On the 27th we invaded the sacred 
precincts of the Montana Winter Fair. We 
paraded, banners flying, through a horse 
show bam packed with hundreds of cow- 
pokes, creating a bit of a stir. Security soon 
escorted us out but did not succeed in confis- 
cating our banners. Strong praise goes out to 
Delylah Dogwoman who danced and ca- 
vorted in a cow costume with a picture of 
Montana Rep. Ron Marlenee dangling from 
her bovine ass. Bent at the waist by her 
costume for over an hour, Dogwoman was 
truly inspiring. Outside the front gate we 
hung banners while Lee Desseaux shouted 
our message through a megaphone (great 
tool!): GET YOUR STINKING KOWS OFF 
OUR LAND! One "conservationist" told us 
she was "outraged" that we would dare criti- 
cize public lands grazing! A month later the 
controversy we inspired still swirls around 
the Bozone, and a local EF!er who dared c 
speak out in the newspaper now has two o 
bullet holes in her mailbox. 

— Moses Dogman 

Grazing Fees Decline 

The subsidy for welfare ranchers is 
being increased. The California Cattlemen's 
Association (1221 H St, Sacramento, CA 
95814) recently reported the following: 
"Because costs of production increased faster 
than prices, grazing fees on public lands will 
decline 5 cents to $1.81 for the 1990 grazing 
season." 

Red Ribbon Trail Three 
Sentenced 

On 18 January, Debra Fragala, Sherry 
Hilscher, and Ramin Karimpour, the Red 
Ribbon Trail Three (see Samhain 1 989), were 
fined $200 each and placed on six month 
court supervision for their arrest in the block- 
ade of the Trail of Tears State Forest in south- 
ern Illinois. The Earth Firstlers consider it a 
victory as they had faced fines of $1000 and 
possible jail sentences of 364 days each. 

At a press conference afterward, Karim- 
pour told the media that he didn't know 
what all the fuss was about as, "we were just 
having a picnic." Hilscher more soberly 
added, "1 hope that people will wake up and 
smell the chainsaws." All three vowed to be 
good for six months, but added they will be 
back on the front lines the day after their 
supervision is completed. 

During the news conference outside of 
the Union County Courthouse in Jonesboro, 
Illinois, Earth First! announced its spring 
defensive campaign for the Shawnee Na- 
tional Forest: MUDDD, Mammoth Unheard 
of Death Defying Defense. John Wallace 
stated that EFiers will come from all direc- 
tions to stop the chainsaws, including "up, 
from the ground.” A reporter asked, "Did 
you say 'up from the ground?" Wallace 
replied, "Oh, definitely," then said that the 
locals have been overheard speaking in 
Romanian overtones of Shawnee Supervisor, 
Nikolai Sallee. The conference ended when 
EFiers said that if the MUDDD campaign 
fails, it would be time to bring out the big 
guns. At that time a briefcase was snapped 
open and waterguns were passed out. A 
water shoot out ensued. 

Southern Illinois TV covered the events 
of the courthouse and questioned District 
Ranger Larry Burkhart about vandalism that 
occurred at the Murphysboro District Ranger 
Ranger Station in November, asking if EFiers 
were suspects. Burkhart said that EF! was not 
being blamed and that there were no sus- 
pects in the case. 


NOTE: Around the firstfullmoonofthe 
new decade Forest Service agent Phillip 
Kuntz knocked on the doors of a few EFiers 
(including two from as far away as the St. 
Louis area) to question them about the van- 
dalism — three fires had been set and a two- 
way radio had been stolen from a Forest 
Service vehicle. One of the EFiers cooperated 
in the investigation by telling Kuntz to check 
out the timber industry because since EF! has 
been in southern Illinois the board feet cut 
has dropped from an annual 12 million to a 
quarter of a million in 1989. 

— Orin Langelle, Big River EF! 

Dolphin Cries in the 
Midwest 

Also on 18January, another contingent 
of EFiers chose to miss the trial of the Red 
Ribbon Trail Three and went to Ralston 
Purina's 1990 annual stockholders meeting 
held at the Hyatt Regency Hotel In St. Louis. 
A. Woodtree, of Big River EF!, gained en- 
trance to the ballroom, delivered a tuna 
boycott petition to CEO William Stiritz, and 
addressed the 2000 or so attending: 

"As a representative of concerned citi- 
zens and dolphins everywhere, this petition 
is being presented to Ralston Purina in pro- 
test of the past actions of their tuna opera- 
tion (crowd groans). Even though RP sold 
their Van Kamps Chicken of the Sea, we 
believe that blood Is still on your corporate 
hands (more groans). If one commits mur- 
der with a gun and then sells the gun, are 
they still not responsible for murder?" (At 
that, a security man armed with a camera 
opened fire at Woodtree with a strobe.) 

After the statement, a yuppie-type crea- 
ture, fortified by a police officer and three 
men in suits, took the petitions. Woodtree 
then departed and was followed by security 
but not arrested. 

In February, copies of the petitions were 
sent to Anthony O'Reilly, top dog of H.J. 
Heinz's Starkist Tuna. The petitions were 
wrapped in plastic and surrounded by the 
contents of a can of Starkist (probably liber- 
ated) and then sent third class for proper 
aging. 

— Orin Langelle, BREF! 


Times Beach Rears Its Ugly 
Head Again 

On Sunday 1 8 February, 400 concerned 
citizens along with moonsuited Earth 
Firstlers protested the EPA's proposal to build 
a waste incinerator in the dioxin contami- 
nated ghost town of Times Beach, Missouri. 
After countless politicos denounced the in- 
cinerator, John Wallace of Big River EF! 
commandeered the podium and told the 
crowd about the evils of incinerators. As he 
spoke, other EFiers carried out a large hazard- 
orange replica of an incinerator and lit sev- 
eral medium size smoke bombs inside it. The 
crowd watched the smoke spew from the 
mock incinerator's stack and head for the 
surrounding communities. Unplanned, the 
incinerator burst into flames while EFiers 
yelled, "accidents can happen." 

The crowd and the media loved the eco- 
theatre. Two St. Louis TV stations carried the 
EF! action as their lead story on the evening 
news. St. Louis's largest community weekly 
gave EF! a major story quoting one EF!er as 
saying, "We’ll never allow the incinerator to 
be built. We'll blockade the construction 
crews if necessary." 

VIETNAM TRAGEDY CONTINUES 

In the late 1960s Syntex Agribusiness 


operated a plant in Verona, in southwestern 
Missouri, where it made Agent Orange, a 
defoliant used by the US military to destroy 
jungle and crops in Vietnam. Agent Orange 
devastated the land and people of Vietnam. 
Friends of the Earth was the first environ- 
mental organization to officially denounce 
the war in Southeast Asia as "an ecological 
disaster." Many US servicemen are afflicted 
from being in contact with the defoliant 
while overseas. Now that most unpopular 
war has risen in Missouri. 

IGNORANCE IS BLISS 

Dioxin, an extremely toxic substance, 
was an unwanted byproduct in the produc- 
tion of Agent Orange. Somehow dioxin got 
mixed with waste oil, and a waste dealer 
named Russell Bliss sprayed the waste oil on 
Times Beach’s unpaved roads to keep dust 
down. In December 1982, the contamina- 
tion forced the evacuation of all 2300 resi- 
dents of Times Beach, turning the Meramec 
River community into a ghost town. 

THE PLOT 

Big Business (Syntex Agribusiness) and 
state and federal agencies (MO Dept of Natu- 
ral Resources and the EPA) have conspired 
against the people and planet to build an 
incinerator that will bum, not only the soil 
from Times Beach, but from 26 sites state- 
wide and possibly other poisoned sites 
throughout the nation. This would make 
Times Beach the dioxin dump of America. 

WHAT WE CAN DO 

EF! and Greenpeace demand a ban on 
new construction of Incinerators until fur- 
ther studies are done. If plans are being made 
to build an incinerator in your community, 
fight it from the usual "no compromise" 
position. If you have fought, or are fighting, 
a toxic waste incinerator, please send us any 
pertinent information. 

— Orin Langelle, BREF!, POB 189, Pa- 
cific, MO 63069 

(S)Hell Does It Again 

In December 1988, a Shell Oil pipeline 
ruptured near the Gasconade River by Vi- 
enna, Missouri, spilling over800, 000 gallons 
of oil (see Brigid 89) on its way to the refinery 
in Roxanna, Illinois. 


In February 1990, an underground oil 
pipeline broke near the Shell OH refinery in 
Roxanna, spilling almost 700,000 gallons of 
oil which spewed to the surface. Residents 
are worried about health effects as the oil 
oozes back into the ground and contami- 
nates the aquifer. 

In a little over a year Shell has been 
responsible for the loss of almost 2 million 
gallons of oil and gas associated with their 
western Illinois operation. Almost every 
month accidents occur there and local 
homeowners complain that not only is their 
health at risk, they find it almost impossible 
to move away because no one will buy their 
property, due to Shell’s unpredictable mis- 
haps. 

— Orin Langelle, BREF! 

New Katuah Group Forms 

Ideas generated at the "For All things 
Wild" conference at Warren Wilson College 
last October [see November EF! | have led to 
formation of a new group to defend the 
forests of Katuah. The Rescue Rangers plan to 
take non-violent direct public actions to help 
realize the proposal for the Southern Appala- 
chians inspired by Jamie Sayen's PAW pro- 
posal and by the conference, summarized 
here: 



John Wallace, of Big River EF!, addresses 400 demonstrators gathered to protest EPA's proposed 
incinerator for the dioxin-contaminated ghost town of Times Beach, MO. 


To correct the imbalance between the 
human inhabitants of these mountains and 
the natural habitat, and to preserve the origi- 
nal inhabitants — the native species ~r we 
must act. These are necessary first steps 
toward ecological sanity in the Katuah Prov- 
ince: 

1) All the 3.5 million acres of public 
lands in the Southern Appalachian Moun- 
tains will be made a regional biosphere pre- 
serve. All Inholdings will be Incorporated 
and the National Forests extended to the 
purchase boundaries to complete the bio- 
sphere preserve areas. 

All human use within the biosphere 
preserve area must conform to the demands 
of old-growth habitat to maintain ample 
numbers of all native species. A grassroots 
initiative will be needed to bring this issue 
before the federal Congress. 

2) No further road construction will be 
allowed within the biosphere preserve, and 
we must begin closing existing roads that 
interfere with the needs of old-growth habi- 
tat species. 

3) Commercial logging in the preserve 
area must cease. This would not be an undue 
economic hardship for the region, as only 
10% of the wood cut in the Southern Appa- 
lachians comes from the areas presently in 
National Forest. Compared to the social 
value of a large preserve, the dollar value of 
logging in the National Forests is inconse- 
quential! 

4) The Southern Appalachian Biosphere 
Preserve must be connected to other natural 
areas. To this end: 

-create a wide, viable wildlife corridor 
between the Cherokee National Forest in 
Tennessee and the Jefferson National Forest 
in Virginia 

-redefine all major waterways as aquatic 
habitat corridors from the mountains to the 
sea 

-create a corridor connection between 
the Southern Appalachian bioregion and the 
Florida Peninsula bioregion. 

5) Bring human population to a level 
within the ecological carrying capacity of the 
bioregion — a size that does not interfere 
with the functions of the natural life com- 
munity In the Southern Appalachians. 

6) Take a leading role in efforts to end 
atmospheric deposition/air pollution that is 
destroying the Southern Appalachian forest 
and contributing to global warming. 

To join the Rescue Rangers, write Box 282, 
Sylva, NC 28779. 

Yona Needs Your Help 

eel. note: The following is adapted from a mailing 
by the Southern Appalachian Black Bear Federa- 
tion, Rt.2, Box 132, Leicester, NC 28748. 

The Southern Appalachian Black Bear 
Federation is calling for letters protesting the 
neglect of the North Carolina Wildlife Re- 
sources Commission (WRQ in responding 
in a timely fashion to the provisions of Sen- 
ate Bill 514 which was passed on 15 June 

1989. Section 1 of SB 514 states: "The Wild- 
life Resources Commission shall consult 
with biologists and hold public hearings to 
determine whether there is a need to pro- 
hibit the hunting, taking, or killing of a bear 
weighing less than 100 pounds." WRC has 
not indicated that hearings will be held in 

1990. 

With a western North Carolina popula- 
tion estimated at only 1000, a recruitment 
rate of approximately 200 cubs per year, a 
legal kill rate of 250-300 per year and perhaps 
an equal number being poached, the Black 
Bear may be in serious jeopardy here. With 
a mortality of over 50%, the Black Bear 
population in the Nantahala and Pisgah 
National Forests appears to be declining. The 
population has a large percentage of animals 
In very young age classes, putting it In a 
precarious position, particularly given the 
external stresses such as drought conditions, 
loss of hard mast production due to oak 
decline, tree damage from the predicted 
invasion of the gypsy moth, increased road 
construction and use, and increased harvest- 
ing of old-growth forests. 

The North Carolina Museum of Natural 
History and The Nature Conservancy con- 
sider the Black Bear a "species of special 
concern" due to loss of critical habitat and 
extreme hunting pressure. With worsening 
conditions, it could be classified as Threat- 
ened, Endangered, or Extinct. 

Last summer in California the Black 
Bear hunting season was stopped because it 
was shown that the state's wildlife officials 
had not done a detailed survey of the bear 
population. They were Issuing as many bear 
hunting permits as the number of bears esti- 
mated in the wild! 

Research has shown that the average 
age of female bears killed In the mountains of 
western NC is 3.5-4.6 years. For a creature 
with a potential life span of 25 or more years, 
this early age killing Is unacceptable. Since 
the average female does not reproduce until 
about age 4, allowing young females to be 
killed prevents sufficient reproduction. 



The Southern Appalachian Black Bear 
Federation has urged the immediate adop- 
tion of measures to save Yona in Katuah 
(Cherokee names for Black Bear and South- 
ern Appalachians). In addition to restric- 
tions on hunting and habitat destruction, 
the Federation suggests these measures: 

*ln conjunction with a special NC legis- 
lative committee on wildlife protection and 
habitat preservation, the WRC should ex- 
plore the feasibility of a totally open season 
and a $50 bounty for wild boar. Wild boars 
are not native to the mountains of this con- 
tinent, and they have wreaked havoc on 
vegetation of many parts of the Southern 
Appalachians. They uproot and destroy 
native plants including endangered species; 
their widespread digging causes soil erosion 
and stream sedimentation, which jeopard- 
izes native trout. They reproduce prolifi- 
cally. They compete with Black Bears for 
mast crops such as acorns, which are nutri- 
tionally essential for bear reproduction. 

Enactment of this measure would give 
hunters access to a big game species to re- 
place bears. It would reduce damage to rare 
native plants and their habitat in the Inter- 
national Biosphere Reserve and World Heri- 
tage Site in Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park. 

•The WRC should appoint a committee 
of high level wildlife biologists and enforce- 
ment officers to make recommendations on 
the much needed expansion of enforcement 
personnel. Tripling or quadrupling the 
number of enforcement officers in the field 
could help conserve North Carolina's wild- 
life. 

•The WRC should ban the training of 
dogs for bear hunting and not allow dogs to 
run unleashed on bear sanctuaries. All bear 
sanctuaries should be declared off limits to 
all forms of hunting with dogs and still 
hunting. 

•The WRC should adopt the proposed 
area in the Panthertown Bonas Defeat sec- 
tion of Jackson County as a bear sanctuary. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write Grady 
Barnes, Section Manager, Research and 
Regulations, Division of Wildlife Manage- 
ment, NC Wildlife Resources Commis- 
sion, 512 N Salisbury St, Raleigh, NC 
27611. Tell him that it's abhorrent that 
NC still allows the killing of 50 pound 
bears. Ask him to ban hunting of bears. 

— Paul Gallimore, Leicester, NC 

EFlers Find No Row at Rowe 

Remember Alice's Restaurant? "When 
we got to the scene of the crime there was 
three police officers and two police cars, this 
being the biggest crime of the past 50 years, 
and everybody wanted to get in a newspaper 
story about it ..." 

Well, when 65 environmental activists 
got to the sleepy town of Rowe, Massachu- 
setts, last January 26 for a weekend EF! work- 
shop, there were two police officers and one 
nuclear power plant security guard, this 
being Rowe’s biggest event of last 50 years, 
and everybody wanted to keep their eyes on 
us. 

Of course, there wasn't much to see, 
unless you happened to be interested in 
furthering your understanding of biodiver- 
sity, deep ecology, and biocentrlsm. Dave 
gave his usual Impassioned "understanding 
EF!" lectures; Jamie (of Preserve Appalachian 
Wilderness) and Jeff Elliott (of New Hamp- 
shire EF!) described the ravaging of the 
northeastern forests and called for action; 
and I (from Finger Lakes [central NY]) dis- 
cussed starting local groups. Then folks split 
into groups to discuss specific plans for activ- 
ism in different regions. Of particular note 
was the initiation of an Adirondacks Wilder- 
ness Proposal by GAB (Greater Adirondacks 
Bioregion) EF! This young group is already 
making headlines — watch these pages for 
details. 

The workshop was held, for the third 
consecutive winter, at the Rowe Conference 
Center in the Massachusetts Berkshires. 
Most of the attendees were new to EF! and 
seemed to like what they heard. The Rowe 
workshops, although organized by the con- 
ference center and technically not EF! 
events, have been successful in galvanizing 
EF! in the Northeast and we suggest that 
similar efforts, if well organized and well 
focused, would be helpful throughout North 
America. For information on people who 
might be able to help, write the EF! contacts 
in your area. 

And Rowe's finest? The security guard 
fell asleep after breakfast, left at lunch and 
never came back. The police officers stayed 
through the whole weekend, told us we'd 
opened their eyes, wished us the best and 
went home with armloads of EF! literature 
and a renewed commitment to the environ- 
ment. 

— Rick Bonney, Finger Lakes EF! 


Business as usual in the wilds of Vermont. 

GAB Earth First! 

Does More Than That 

On March 3, Greater Adirondacks Bi- 
oregion EF! demonstrated in Lake Placid, 
New York, against the Gleneagles condo- 
minium development — a huge resort 
threatening state forest in the High Peaks 
region, just outside Lake Placid. About 20 
EFJers from throughout New York and New 
England, including a Greenpeace contingent 
from Connecticut, peacefully protested the 
proposed project, then held a strategy ses- 
sion. We discussed our Adirondacks Wilder- 
ness Proposal, to be published in the Journal 
in May or June, then scheduled a meeting to 
discuss this proposal with venerable Adiron- 
dacks defender Paul Schaefer. We also began 
planning a GAB EF! Rendezvous, to include a 
day of actions on May 20, Armed Forces Day, 
which we redesignated as Ned Ludd Day. For 
Information on these events, see Bulletins 
this issue, and contact Tom Carney (see Di- 
rectory). 

NH Passes Bill for Billboards 

Legislation to allow trees to be cut so 
billboards along highways can be seen better 
slipped through the New Hampshire senate 
as an amendment to a bill raising the permit 
fees for signs along state highways. The main 
proponent behind the bill was 3M Advertis- 
ing Co., which has 350 or so billboards in 
NH. Former state senator Leo Lessard lob- 
bied Senator Clesson Blaisdell (D-Keene) to 
introduce the bill. It allows owners to "trim" 
for a five second unobstructed view for 
motorists. The bill must still pass the state 
house. 

Jack Oudens, head of the state Depart- 
ment of Transportation's Environmental 
Bureau, is against the bill and puts the 
amount of money to be raised at $5000- 
7500, not the $100,000 figure the bill's pro- 
ponents are touting. He fears that the bill 
will allow businesses to put up billboards 
with obstructed views and then ask for per- 
mission to cut trees to improve visibility. 

New Hampshirites, write your state 
representatives and senators in opposition to 
this bill. Also take a walk and "read" some 
billboards. 

-R.K. Ick 

Mt. Snow 

Proposes Expansion 

Vermont's Mt. Snow ski resort has pro- 
posed developing 25 more acres for trails and 
lifts. This expansion would involve cutting 
trees on the Green Mountain National For- 
est, and would intrude upon Black Bear 
habitat. Please write letters of opposition to 
Michael Schrotz, Manchester District 
Ranger, RR1 Box 1940, Manchester Center, 
VT 05255. 

More Foolishness at 
Lake Tahoe 

A massive development is being 
planned atop California's Echo Summit, 
near South Lake Tahoe. The "Sierra Ski 
Ranch Expansion Project" is gaining mo- 
mentum, and it is time to protest. 

The "Preferred Alternative" calls for 10 
new ski lifts, 2 new hotels, 200 condos, 2400 
new parking spaces, gas stations, restaurants, 
and roads. In other words, another huge scar 
designed to extract every possible penny 
from yuppies at the expense of fragile sub- 
alpine wilderness. 

The Echo Summit corridor (Hwy 50) is 
already over-developed, and the narrow two- 
lane highway is seriously congested during 
the skiing and gambling seasons. The Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) 
admits that there will be impacts from sew- 


age, smog, erosion and siltation. The project 
would impact the nearby Desolation Wilder- 
ness, the Pacific Crest Trail, sensitive plant 
and animal communities (including Spotted 
Owls) and fisheries. Expansion of facilities 
on Echo Summit could inhibit animal migra- 
tion, causing isolation of populations and 
thereby a loss of genetic mixing between the 
east and west sides of the Sierra Nevada 
range. 

Even though demand for lift-assisted 
skiing is declining nationwide, the DEIS 
claims that the project is "needed" because 
skiers were turned away on the busiest five 
days of the 1988-89 ski season. The DEIS 
admits serious impacts will occur even if all 
the proposed mitigation measures are 
adopted. It then states: "A mitigation meas- 
ure is a recommendation of the EIR/EIS 
preparers that mayor may not be adopted by 
decision-makers. Not all recommended 
mitigation measures will necessarily be re- 
quired as conditions of the project." 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Send a letter 
immediately (must be postmarked by 
April 2 unless we get an extension) to: SSR- 
Draft EIR/EIS, US Forest Service, 100 Fomi 
Rd, Placerville, CA 95667. Tell the Freds 
that you support Alternative 7, the No 
Project/No Action Alternative. Tell them 
that unacceptable fragmentation of habi- 
tat would occur, traffic would be horren- 
dous, and the views from Desolation Wil- 
derness would be destroyed. Also state 
that the Draft EIS does not adequately 
disclose environmental impacts because it 
is uncertain which mitigation measures 
will be adopted. Tell them not to rape Echo 
Summit to milk the pasty yuppies'. 

— Canyon Fred 

Grand Canyon 
Needs Your Help 

After years of political pressure and liti- 
gation, the Department of Interior (DOl) has 
ordered the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) to 
prepare an environmental impact statement 
(EIS) as required by the National Environ- 
mental Policy Act (NEPA). The EIS process is 
"to determine the impact of operations of 
Glen Canyon Dam on the downstream eco- 
logical and environmental resources within 
Grand Canyon National Park ..." 

Ongoing dam operations are causing 
irreversible impacts to the Grand Canyon. 
The dam has drastically altered the ecology, 
morphology and hydrology of the Colorado 
River riparian system. The deliberate ma- 
nipulation of flow releases with extreme 
fluctuations (river levels changing up to 13 
vertical feet In a day) for maximizing "peak- 
ing piower" revenues is eroding the last 
remnants of canyon beaches and shorelines. 
While Increasing its hydroprower capacity 
through operational changes, the DOE has 
drastically accelerated the rate of beach ero- 
sion over the past decade. 

The present EIS process is suspect, given 
the history of evasion and recalcitrance on 
the part of the BOR/DOI to comply with 
NEPA; and the developmental mission and 
mandate of BOR and its powerful client base, 
the subsidized Western water and power 
users. Moreover, a short evaluation will fail 
to generate the necessary data and alterna- 
tives; whereas an extended study process 
would further impact the Grand Canyon 
with 3-5 more years of enhanced impacts 
from peaking operations. 

The only way to force mitigation of the 
present operational Impacts of Glen Canyon 
Dam upxm Grand Canyon National Park, 
other than by removal of the dam Itself, is 
through immediate congressional action 
mandating: 

1. Articulation of a "preferred alternative" in 
continued on page 18 
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PELE UPDATE 

Since the last issue of EF!, there has 
been an almost constant stream of direct 
actions to stop the destruction of the US's 
last tropical rainforest on the Big island of 
Hawaii. There, the True Geothermal Energy 
Company has started clearing rainforest 
and drilling into the active volcano Pele. 

On December 10, simultaneous dem- 
onstrations took place on Maui and Oahu as 
well as at Hilo and Kona on the Big Island. 
Non- violence training workshops are ongo- 
ing. 

On December 14, there was a national 
day of outrage with a phone-in to Hawaii’s 
Governor John Waiheue, and protests 
throughout Hawaii and outside True 
Geothermal's head office in Caspar, Wyo- 
ming. There were 39 arrests on that day 
followed by 97 arrests 3 days later in the 
biggest actions yet. This prompted Hawaii’s 
governor to publicly announce a reconsid- 
eration of the state's geothermal policy. 

On February 9, EFIer Tom "Snaggle- 
tooth" Carney was released from jail after 
climbing a True drilling rig and hanging a 
banner calling for protection of the rain- 
forest. His trial date is April 4. 

The Big Island Rainforest Action Group 
and the native Hawaiian Pele Defense Fund 
have invited all supporters to come to the 
Big Island on the weekend of March 24-25 
for a "Reclaim the Rainforest" action and 
to stay on indefinitely to help in the 
campaign. Call 808-965-9262, BONNIE 
GOLD; or 808-966-7622, ANNE WHEELOCK 
for information. 

MELBOURNE RAG 
BLOCKADES TIMBER SHIPS 

In November the Melbourne Rainforest 
Action Group (RAG) blockaded the rain- 
forest timber ship 'Arawa Bay' as it traveled 
up the Yarra River into Melbourne. Two 
members of the group managed to bowride 
the vessel as it ran the blockade. 

In December RAG blockaded the 'An- 
thos'. One activist was able to bowride the 
ship while being hosed by the crew. It was 
the eighth RAG blockade of a rainforest 
timber ship in 1989. 

In January RAG blockaded the ‘Ikan 
Tamban’. On this occasion the group had 
decided to attempt a multiple bowride on the 
vessel. In a carefully planned action, seven of 
the 28 activists in the water held hands and 
rode the bow. 

Melbourne RAG is one of a global net- 
work of RAGs campaigning to save what is 
left of the rainforests. The impact of Mel- 
bourne RAG's campaign so far is ample testi- 
mony to the effectiveness of its nonviolent 
strategy. 

For each ship, carefully planned follow 
up actions had been designed. 

In the case of the 'Arawa Bay', 80 
members ofRAGgatheredatNorth Wharf on 
18 November. After a group spokesperson 
addressed the media, 60 activists climbed the 
fence and illegally entered Victoria Dock 
where the latest shipment of rainforest tim- 
ber from Malaysia was being unloaded. 

Once inside the fence, RAG members 
picked up planks of sawn rainforest timber, 
carried them to the ship, and stacked them 
for reloading. As a result of previous negotia- 
tions with the Waterside Workers Federa- 
tion, the workers stopped work as soon as 
RAG activists were on the wharf. 

Given our nonviolent commitment to 
truth and openness, all details of the action 
had been given to the shipping agent, police 
and port security authorities earlier in the 
week. Asa result of this policy and the highly 
disciplined actions carried out by RAG 
throughout the campaign, there is consider- 
able police respect for RAG and active police 
support for the issue. Consequently, despite 
a substantial police presence, RAG activists 
restacked the timber for several hours. 
However, an attempt to reload the timber by 
building human pyramids against the side of 
the ship was thwarted by a police blockade - 
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evidence that they appreciate nonviolent 
tactics! 

At another action, the group, after 
meeting with workers, decided to occupy 
the wharf indefinitely - thus preventing the 
unloading of the ship. The police eventually 
gave us two warnings and then reluctantly 
made 32 arrests. Unloading had been de- 
layed for five hours. 

Seventeen activists refused a bail condi- 
tion and spent two days in the city watch- 
house in solidarity with Penan tribespeople 
in Malaysia who are in jail for blockading 
logging roads in their rainforests. RAG activ- 
ists are due in court on 16 May 1990. 

In the case of the 'Anthos', 60 members 
arrived at 32 South Wharf on 9 December. 
We had decided that women would under- 
take all liaison and address the media - 
compelling the people who work in patriar- 
chal structures to acknowledge and deal with 
women. We planned to serve an indictment 
on the ship's captain for ‘Crimes Against the 
Environment' and 'Crimes Against Indige- 
nous Peoples’ and to paint the words 'Don't 
Buy Rainforest Timbers - Exhibit A’ on the 
side of the ship. 

The waterside workers again stood aside 
for the two hours that RAG activists were on 
the wharf. In addition, our union liaison 
collective had again negotiated with the 
Waterside Workers Federation, the 
Seamen's' Union and the Australian Work- 
ers' Union to impxsse 24 hour bans on the 
ship; this delayed its arrival and departure by 
a total of two days adding $30,000 to the cost 
of the shipment and thus increasing the 
retail price of the timber. 

Once on the wharf, the captain refused 
to speak to us, so we flew 60 copies of the 
indictment (folded as papier planes) onto the 
ship. We then painted our message in six 
foot letters along the side of the ship while 
the police and p>ort security authorities 
watched. After finishing, we sang songs, 
cleared the wharf area and thanked every- 
one. As we left, the AWU untied the ship and 
the media filmed the ship’s departure with 
our message painted on it. This action re- 
ceived supierb media coverage. 

Following the bowride on the ‘Ikan 
Tamban’ on 21 January, 90 RAG members 
gathered at 32 South Wharf to do a more 
elaborate and colorful paint job. In two 
hours we painted a mural, with organic 
paint, of a rainforest complete with animals 
and indigenous pieoples. Then we painted a 
giant bulldozer, a huge $ sign and the names 
of companies involved in rainforest destruc- 
tion - then a scene full of tree stumps. Lastly 
we painted messages including the words 
'Don't Buy Rainforest Timbers’. The entire 
side of the ship was covered in our mural. 

INDICTMENT 

I on behaif of the peoples 

of the world, hereby charge you with ‘Crimes 
Against the Environment and ‘Crimes Against 
Indigenous Peoples’. You are charged specifi- 
cally as follows: 

CRIMES AGAINST THE ENVIRONMENT 

Count 1: You are in contravention of 
Article 6.3 of the World Heritage Convention 
1972 which outlaws ‘deliberate measures 
which might damage directly or indirectly the 
cultural and natural heritage'. 

Count 2: You are in contravention of 
Article I of the Environmental Modification 
Convention 1976 which outlaws ‘hostile use of 
environmental modification techniques having 
widespread, long-lasting or severe effects’. 
CRIMES AGAINST INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 

Count 3: You are in contravention of 
Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Hu- 
man Rights 1948 which states that 'Everyone 
has the right to a standard of living adequate for 
the health and well-being of (themselves) and 
of (their) family'. 

Count 4: You are in contravention of 
Nuremberg Principle Vl(c) 1950 which outlaws 
'Crimes against Humanity' including 'extermi- 
nation'. 

Count 6: You are in contravention of 
Article 1.2 of the International Covenanton Civil 
and Political Rights 1966 which states that 'In 


no case may a people be deprived of its own 
means of subsistence'. 

Count 7: You are in contravention of 
Article 4 of the ILO Convention on Indigenous 
Tribal Peoples 1989 which states that ’Special 
measures shall be adopted ... tor safeguarding 
the ... cultures and environment o! (tribal) 
peoples'. 

Following the union bans by various 
Victorian Unions The BW1U Is seeking to 
have a ban on the use and handling of 
rainforest timbers adopted by all Victorian 
Unions. The Trades and Labour Council will 
meet in March to decide whether to imple- 
ment a ban that would apply to all relevant 
unions in Victoria. 

Victorian unions are willing to write to 
unions in other countries outlining the ac- 
tions they have taken to stop tropical timber 
imports, and reasons for them, and urging 
other unions to do the same. Anyone inter- 
ested should send the name and address of 
relevant unions, including if possible the 
name of a sympathetic union official, to 
Brenden Condon, c/o Rainforest Informa- 
tion Centre (see Directory). 

— John Seed, Rainforest Info Centre 

ITTO SARAWAK MISSION 
FAILS TO ADDRESS NATIVE 
CONCERNS 

Concerns that the International Tropi- 
cal Timber Organisation's mission to Sara- 
wak will not properly investigate the social 
impact of logging have yet to be allayed. 

The ITTO's mission was sent to Sarawak 
following an international uproar about the 
conflict between loggers and native peoples 
in the Malaysian state on the island of Bor- 
neo. Hundreds of native peoples have been 
arrested for setting up barricades to prevent 
the logging of their ancestral lands. 

Meanwhile, members of the Penan 
Association of Sarawak have appealed to the 
ITTO mission to address their concerns. The 
Penan, traditionally a hunting and gathering 
people, have been particularly hard hit by 
the logging, which is undermining the way 
of life of some 220,000 native people in the 
timber rich state. The Penan have Invited the 
mission, on its next trip, to visit their com- 
munities and carry out investigations there. 

In a press statement released after the 
first of its three visits, the ITTO's 10 member 
mission gave no indication that it would 
include an investigation of the social and 
legal implications of logging in Sarawak. 
Since the mission was announced, in May 
1989, the ITTO has been deluged with letters 
of concern from all over the world urging the 
mission to investigate the effects of logging 
on the indigenous pieoples. Despite appieals 
that the ITTO include on the mission 
individuals with the legal and social 
science expertise needed to evaluate this 
issue, the mission is composed entirely of 
foresters, timber traders, economists and 
naturalists. 

The ITTO mission is due to return to 
Sarawak 18-31 March 1990. 


Tribal Lore . . . 

continued from page 1 7 
the BOR EIS that maximizes protection for 
the Grand Canyon's riparian environment 
by returning Glen Canyon Dam to a more 
stable base-loaded release pattern and timing 
of flood releases with sediment run-off; 

2. Specific rejection of structural alternatives 
such as a re-regulating dam at Lee's Ferry, 
which would destroy another 17 miles of the 
Colorado River; 

3. Re-prioritizing resource uses, manage- 
ment options, and values to be considered 
and protected regarding Glen Canyon Dam 
functions and Grand Canyon Park manage- 
ment. 

What You Can Do: Write your con- 
gressp>ersons, and the following congress- 
men in piarticular, demanding: 1) a con- 
gressional investigation of DOI recalci- 
trance and misrepresentation; 2) legisla- 
tion to protect what's left of the Grand 
Canyon and Colorado River; and 3) full 
compliance with NEPA for all Upp>er Colo- 
rado River dam and reservoir projects and 
operations. 

‘Representative George Miller, Chairman 
Subcommittee on Water and Power, and 
your representative, both at US House of 
Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 
"Senator Bill Bradley, Chairman Subcom- 
mittee on Water and Power, and your 
senators, all at Senate, DC 20510. 

Support the Friends of the Colorado 
River with a tax deductible contribution, 
payable to Southwest Research and Infor- 
mation Center, c/o FOCR, Box 1115, Flag- 
staff, AZ S6002. 


Shell in Thailand 

Recent political developments have 
given our Thai colleagues and us a unique 
opportunity to strike a decisive blow against 
the forest -destroying Shell plantation proj- 
ect in Thailand (described in the latest issue 
of 'The Ecologist), but only if we act quickly. 
A new scandal has erupted in Thailand 
which is forcing the government to recon- 
sider commercial "reforestation. 

On 22 January, 156 employees of the 
Suan Kitti Reforestation Co., Ltd. 
(Thailand's biggest eucalypjtus firm) were 
arrested for clearing forest in Chachoengsao 
to plant eucalyptus. A week later, following 
the seizure of illegally-cut logs and bulldoz- 
ers at another site in Prachinbure, formal 
charges of forest encroachment were filed 
against the company's president, Senator 
Kitti Damnerncharnwanit, and the 
company's eucalyptus-planting license re- 
voked. Witnesses reported that the 
company's employees at the second site had 
been "heavily armed" and had "burned and 
buried” trees uprooted from the forest. As 
with the Shell case, coercion and violence 
had been used to convince local villagers to 
“sell" informal rights of use to much of the 
land. 

Prime Minister Chatichai 
Choonhaven responded to the growing 
scandal involving Suan Kitti and other euca- 
lyptus planters by announcing on 31 Janu- 
ary that the Government will revise its 
commercial reforestation policy nationwide . 
Citing environmental uncertainties and the 
presence of 8 million villagers in National 
Reserve Forests slated for eucalyptus, Chati- 
chai said that the Government will have to 
decide carefully whether it should allow any 
commercial reforestation for paprer pmlp 
production at all. 

More than 20 local NGOs and academ- 
ics have seized this opportunity to press a 
10-point list of demands calling for forest 
conservation, community control of for- 
ests, granting of land rights to local villagers 
in National Reserve Forests, and ecological 
rather than commercial replanting (and 
publicly-available EIAs) — all of which 
would affect Shell’s plans. 

At the same time, Shell has been pres- 
sured into hiring IIED (UK) to do a belated 
EIA on its Thai project. Release of this will 
provide critics with another forum for 
examination of Shell's actions and will also 
give the company an "out” should they 
choose to modify or drop the project. 

Concerted international pressure on 
Shell (Shell Centre, London SEI 7NA ENG- 
LAND) and Royal Dutch Shell Netherlands 
with regard to the Thai project will be a 
crucial complement to our Thai colleagues' 
domestic campaign this month and next. 
Immediate protest letters with copies to the 
press and us would be helpful. A mass 
phone-in day is also a possibility. 

— Larry Lohmann 


Burning Godzilla 

Louisiana-Pacific recently shippad from 
Texas to California the "Killer Godzilla”, a 
massive forest-destroying machine designed 
to crush forests. Godzilla was the target of 
Earth First! actions in Texas back in 1987 
(immortalized in Bill Oliver's song, "Bugis 
and the Beast"). 

California EFIers were planning demon- 
strations against the use of Godzilla when 
the machine was sighted being hauled out of 
the forest with a burned cab. L-P has not 
acknowledged the incident. 

— Midwest Headwaters EF! News 

FOIA Handbook Available 

With all the recent concern about FBI 
covert activities in the environmental move- 
ment (especially this environmental move- 
ment), folks may be interested in a new 
publication, The Handbook on How to Use the 
Freedom of Information Act: Holding the Gov- 
ernment Accountable for Its Actions. This 46- 
page handbook contains clear explanations 
of how the FOIA works, guidelines on how to 
write FOIA request letters, and how to appeal 
agency responses. It is published by the 
Church of Scientology, a seemingly odd 
source, but the material seems good. Copies 
cost $4.50 each postpaid (25 for $90). Send 
to: Church of Scientology Western United 
States, Attn: Director of Public Affairs, 1404 
N Catalina St, Los Angeles, CA 90027. 


Thoughts from a Fragmented Forest 


by R. Wills Flowers 

Brazil conquers somewhat in the fashion of a boa 
constrictor — she captures land endlessly and 
then begins to digest it slowly ... 

— Lucien Bodard, Green Hell 

The headline in Lepidopterists' News 
read: "The Incredible Butterfly Diversity of 
the Rondonian Rain Forest in Brazil: A Phe- 
nomenon Soon to Disappear." 1 already 
knew about the enormous diversity of in- 
sects in the Amazon; and, of course, I had 
heard about the destruction and how early in 
the next century the "Amazon Jungle" will, 
for all practical purposes, cease to be. While 
others read Harlequin novels, I read the 
"fearless entomologist goes to Amazon 
armed only with butterfly net” stories and 
dream of going there myself before it's all 
gone. 

Although I receive and discard dozens 
of eco-tourism ads a month, I didn't file this 
story in the usual place. It was an account of 


an excursion set up by a travel agency spe- 
cializing in nature tours and, as I read, I 
began to think that if I was ever to see the 
Amazon, I’d better go now. Thus, 4 months 
later and a couple thousand dollars poorer, 1 
met 23 strangers in Miami International, 
where we crowded into a Varig jet and flew 
south. 

We landed at Puerto Velho, boarded a 
bus and headed into the mysterious rain- 
forest.. Only it wasn’t there. Our first good 
look at the Amazon was BR364 — the High- 
way of Death — paved by the World Bank 
with our tax dollars. On both sides were 
endless pastures with a few forlorn palms 
and equally few cows. 

As we went south the rainforest finally 
appeared as a distant line of trees on the 
horizon. We passed through Ariquemes 
(malaria capital of the world, according to 
National Geographic), a town with wide 
muddy streets and many new but already 
decrepit buildings, and continued toward 
Bolivia. We were within the area of fires that 
the world saw last year in those now-famous 
satellite photos. Still, the rainforest re- 
mained tantalizingly on the horizon. This is 
Polonoroeste, the infamous settlement proj- 
ect that the World Bank funds, or does not 
fund, depending on whether we environ- 
mentalists are making it hot for the bankers 
during appropriations hearings. Leavingthe 
Highway of Death for one of the dirt roads 
that form a grid over the landscape, we at last 
saw a reason to hope: plentiful forest, some- 
times even extending up to the road. This 
part of Polonoroeste, where we were to spend 
the next 9 days, was settled about 8 years ago 
by colonists moving along the road grid, 
clearing as they went. What was once a vast 
forest is now a patchwork of small woodlots, 
each a few square kilometers at most. 

Our destination was Fazenda Rancho 
Grande. Built by a German family, the ranch 
covers 750 hectares with 500 hectares kept in 
original forest. Unlike most Polonoroeste 
colonists, Harald Schmitz, Rancho Grande's 
owner, has heard about the potential of eco- 
tourism and knows about farming in the 
tropics. In his dining room, bookshelves 
held numerous agricultural publications in 
three languages, and Rancho Grande's or- 
derly appearance was in dramatic contrast to 
the fazendas around it. 

On each of the following days, we 
wou Id ride a ranch truck to a locality near the 
town of Cacaulandia. From here we would 
wander into one of the forest fragments for a 
day of wildlife watching or generally com- 
muning with the forest. None of us was 
disappointed ■ — even the smaller woodlots 
were filled with life — but our enjoyment was 
tempered by the realization that we were 
seeing an ecosystem running on borrowed 
time. At the end of the day, talk always 
turned to the amount of destroyed forest we 
had seen — and what we knew would start 
again during the next dry season. 


1989, they say, was a better year for the 
Amazon: the number of fires was down. To 
be honest, it was at first hard to reconcile the 
frightful stories we'd all heard in the envi- 
ronmental press with the green forest and 
even the green fields we visited daily. The 
rainy season had begun and new growth was 
rapidly covering up past horrors. But not 
completely. Following a logging road one 
day, I suddenly stepped out of the Amazon 
and into a scene from World War 1. Not far 
from Rancho Grande, two months before 
our arrival, 7000 hectares had gone up in 
smoke in a bum of questionable legality, 
even by Brazilian standards. Gazing at the 
scorched trunks stretching to the horizon 
brought home the destruction of the Ama- 
zon. Most of the cleared land, however, had 
been "in production" for several years, some 
parts as long as 8. Small groves of cacao and 
occasional cows could be seen but the most 
common crop was early second growth for- 
est. 

The abandoned state of many parcels 


was easy to understand: Beneath its lush 
forest cover our little section of Rondonia is 
a vast rock pile. Huge boulders lay every- 
where and the cleared lands bore a striking 
resemblance to the worn-out New England 
hillsides where 1 grew up. Small wonder that 
most Polonoroeste colonists must move on 
within 5 years. 

Polonoroeste is like a giant slime mold 
— even as it sends fresh tentacles into the 
forests of Acre along BR364 (thanks to still 
another infusion of our tax dollars, this time 
through the Interamerican Development 
Bank) it is decaying in Rondonia. Of the 
parcels near Rancho Grande that have not 
already been abandoned, 70% are owned by 
absentee landlords. Theirtenants earn about 
$50 a month per family and can keep 40% of 
what they harvest. The salary carries no cost- 
of-living adjustment and Brazil’s inflation is 
now at astronomical levels. Even some in the 
landlord classes are in trouble. Land in 
Polonoroeste is cheap and banks have made 
numerous 5-year loans for agricultural cred- 
its. These loans came with “technical assis- 
tance" in which "experts" examined the 
parcel and told the colonist what crops 
should be successful. Still, many of these 
leveraged forms have foiled to break even in 
5 years (when the loans come due), leaving a 
residue of bankrupt colonists and banks 
holding the proverbial bag. The abundance 
of cleared land containing neither human 
habitation nor crops is typical of the World 
Bank's development schemes. 

Before week's end we all wanted to do 
something to save the Rondonia rainforest. 
Our hosts agreed that eco-tourism was a 
better form of economic expansion than 
clearing more pasture. Together we came up 
with a possibility. It was a variation on the 
well-known Costa Rican model: Buy up 
neighboring parcels from bankrupt would- 
be land barons and let the tenants stay as 
long as they use the land they have already 
cleared. If they kept all that they grew, 
instead of only 40%, sustainable forming on 
many parcels would be possible. At this point 
I suggested a corridor to the nearest park or 
reserve? 

Parks? Reserves? 

Our hosts seemed puzzled. "You 
know," I continued — less confidently, 
"those protected areas and Indian reserves 
the World Bank says that Brazil was going to 
set up here." Someone found a copy of the 
December 1988 National Geographic with its 
map of Rondonia. We looked at all the 
colored lines marking out an impressive 
network of reserves and parks. Several of the 
Schrriitz family had heard of a huge Indian 
reservation somewhere to the south, but 
nothing of the several “parks" that were 
supposed to lie to the north and east. I guess 
the World Bank got so busy promoting those 
parks in Washington that it plumb forgot to 
tell the Brazilians about them. 

The planning went on through the 


week, with Mr. Schmitz even inviting a local 
lawyer to review our schemes. There seemed 
to be few legal obstacles. The test will be (as 
usual) whether sufficient outside (i.e., First 
World) interest and donations can be gath- 
ered. 

After seeing all the burnings and logged 
parcels, the remaining forest looked truly 
primeval — at first. It took several days 
before we realized that human interference 
had affected even the "intact" forest. Many 
areas had evidently been logged well before 
Polonoroeste — when we stepped off the 
road or trails we were among trees too slen- 
der and even-aged to be primary rainforest, 
though plant and animal diversity was high. 
Most of the trails leading deeper into the 
forest ended at a rubber tree. The numbers of 
scars on their bark suggested that these trees 
had been producing rubber for years, possi- 
bly as long ago as the last great rubber boom 
during World War II . These trees are as much 
a part of the cultural history of Brazil as the 
world famous and over-decorated Opera 


House. As I gazed at one very old and scarred 
trunk I thought of the real Brazilian history 
that will be lost when the last of these trees 
disappear into cow pasture. The gaudy old 
rock-pile in Manaus will be all that is left. 

Degraded or not, the forests of Ron- 
donia are still alive with insects. Symbol of 
the Brazilian rainforest, huge blue Morpho 
butterflies of several species were sighted 
daily. Some other wildlife encounters made 
much deeper impressions. One day a Jaguar, 
hurrying to an appointment elsewhere in the 
forest, nearly knocked down one of our 
unsuspecting butterfly watchers. The rest of 
us, jealous since the largest things we'd seen 
were monkeys, demanded details. A waver- 
ing and uncertain "Nice kitty ..." was all we 
could get out of him. 

I can't say we brought away any unique 
insights into the deforestation of the Ama- 
zon. The recent flood of journalists, all 
probing the death of Chico Mendez and 
writing about touching interviews with Indi- 
ans and cablocos, need not worry about being 
upstaged by us. What we did bring away was 
a personal experience of seeing what is hap- 
pening — something no photograph or ar- 
ticle can duplicate. 

There has recently been a small flood of 
printers' ink spilled about the Amazon. 
Susanna Hecht and Alexander Cockbum 
have written a book about Chico Mendez 
and the forest people's movement, an article 
by Michael Parfit on rubber trappers has 
appeared in Smithsonian, and the final 1989 
issue of the Ecologist is devoted to Amazonia. 
Of this literature, Fate of the Forest by Hecht 
and Cockbum is the most detailed. Looking 
beyond the usual suspects — international 
bankers, corporations and speculators — the 
book places primary responsibility for the 
present and most destructive round of defor- 
estation on the recent military government. 

In a policy that was equal parts nation- 
alistic megalomania and shrewd self-inter- 
est, the generals first tried previous schemes 
of "flooding the Amazon with colonists." 
When that didn't work they tried flooding 
the Amazon with international corpora- 
tions. The following years of frantic building 
and speculating in roads, dams, and iron 
mines, have produced today's crisis. They 
have also produced a huge and corrupt pork- 
barrel clique of construction tycoons and 
land speculators; a sort of Army Corps of 
Engineers bloated by limitless international 
debt and the grandiose irresponsibility of the 
Brazilian oligarchy. Twenty years ago, Lu- 
cien Bodard saw the holocaust brewing and 
described the scheming corruption and the 
genocide in Le Massacre des Indiens, pub- 
lished in English as Green Hell. He also saw 
the beginnings of the Highway of Death: 

The highway, the road that is killing the 
Indians, the road of Brazilian penetration, con- 
quest and civilization, would not exist had not 
the daunting machinery taming the mato been 
provided, one way or another, by Uncle Sam. 


Little has changed in 20 years except the 
object of the genocidal attacks has expanded 
from Indians to the entire Amazonian biota. 
Behind it still is Uncle Sam. 

A common message in the latest litera- 
ture is that technology alone won't save the 
Amazon forest. This may seem obvious but 
the recent fascination in the environmental 
press with "extractive reserves," "drugs from 
the forest," "sustainable development" and 
"appropriate technology" may be a case of 
putting faith in a new crop of techno-fixes. 
The Chico Mendez case has brought atten- 
tion to extractive reserves and the rubber 
tappers. However, Parfit's article notes that 
rubber tapping is disappearing even from 
areas far removed from homicidal ranchers. 
Brazil is joining the other rubber producing 
countries in converting to plantations. Debt 
swaps? Hecht and Cockbum note that me 
recent and vaunted "debt-for-nature swap” 
in Bolivia leaves both the international log- 
gers and the Hamburger Connection doing 
business as usual in the "protected" area 

So what could save the Amazon? Inter- 
nationalization has been proposed, by 
French President Mitterand among others. 
Hecht and Cockbum see social justice 
throughout Brazil as the best hope. Both 
options would undoubtedly be ferociously 
resisted by Brazil's oligarchs. The "social 
justice” solution, so beloved of all leftists, 
might actually be feasible now in Latin 
America — if a US Gorbachev were to ride out 
from the Potomac swamplands, proclaim an 
American version of perestroika and tell all 
the caudillo tyrants and semi-psychotic plu- 
tocrats who have been living under the 
Pentagon's wing that they are now on their 
own. No doubt some would try to hang on 
to power at any cost but without US muscle, 
intransigence would just be a one-way ticket 
to join arch-Right-to-Lifer Ceaucescu. Such 
a shift in our foreign policy would be an 
immense gift to both the people and wildlife 
of Latin America. 

Daydreaming aside, what can we really 
do for the Amazon? Cutting our own con- 
sumption of rainforest products, helping 
RAN [Rainforest Action Network, 301 Broad- 
way, Suite A, SF, CA 94133] with the tropical 
timber boycott, and supporting conserva- 
tion organizations and emerging forest 
peoples' movements are the first steps. 
Despite problems, supporting purchase of 
more parkland is also important. However, 
all this may not be enough, given the irra- 
tional drive in the top sectors of Brazilian 
society to spend any amount of other 
peoples' money to fell the forest. To all 
things suggested so far by mainstream envi- 
ronmentalists, I would add two more: 

First, we should demand an end to all 
US contributions to the World Bank and the 
Interamerican Development Bank. Yeah, 
they tell us they're getting "environmentally 
sensitive” — but not so as it interferes with 
pumping money to the mega-builders. 1 sat 
in the audience in 1986 when the World 
Bank's "wildlands" program was unveiled; 
since then, all that has been accomplished 
are a few temporary delays in passing out 
money to the "jungle bashers.” The new 
environmental staff plans and reports for 
rainforest preservation are ignored as soon as 
the international community looks the 
other way. In 1989 the IDB voted more 
money for the Highway of Death (BR364) , so 
Brazil can better do to the Indians in Acre 
what they've done in Rondonia and so Japan 
can do to the Amazon what it has done to 
Southeast Asia. It should be clear by now 
that the multilateral banks have no real in- 
tent to change their ways and their "green" 
appearance is only the algae growing on 
their thick hides. 

Commentators on the plight of the 
Amazon agree that there is a "wild west" 
mentality operating that glorifies all forms of 
"developing" the forest. In response, we 
should campaign to make jungle bashing 
and all its products as socially unpalatable as 
apartheid and the label "Made in South Af- 
rica." This means more than a boycott of 
lumber or hamburgers. It means a campaign 
against companies that destroy rainforests, 
companies that do business with those 
companies, companies that do business with 
companies that do business ... in short, eve- 
rything with a "Made in Brazil" label. And if 
Japan funds logging roads to the Pacific, we 
should reinstate the "save the whales" boy- 
cott against that country. 

Brazil has many new laws to protect the 
environment along with dedicated environ- 
mentalists and ordinary citizens appalled at 
what's happening to the Amazon. With a 
new elected government, maybe they can at 
last begin moving in the right direction. \ed. 
note: In early March, the new president chose 
Brazil's most famous ecologist, Jose Lutzen- 
berger, to be Secretary of the Environment — an 
continued on page 22 
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HUNDREDS OF SPECIES GOING EXTINCT 
WHILE BUSH ADMINISTRATION DELAYS ESA LISTINGS 



by Jasper Carlton, EF! Biodiversity Project 
Coordinator 

The biological diversity of the United 
States has never been so seriously threat- 
ened. About 4000 native species in the US are 
formally recognized by the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) as potential 
candidates for federal listing under the En- 
dangered Species Act (ESA). About 6000 
native vertebrate, invertebrate and plant 
species are considered by the EF! Biodiversity 
Project to be biologically threatened. At best 
a few hundred of these species are receiving 
priority or adequate attention by state or 
federal agencies. Species extirpation and 
extinction rates are increasing due to uncon- 
trolled human development, particularly in 
the last "gasping biotic fragments" of North 
America. Hundreds of these species may be 
lost to extinction without attempts ever 
being made to save them, due to the policies 
of the Bush Administration. Ronald Reagan 
established a bureaucratic system that dis- 
mantled much of our environmental law 
and regulations relating to the preservation 
of natural diversity, and the Bush Admini- 
stration appears to be applying the same 
policies, particularly in regard to the im- 
plementation of the Endangered Species Act. 

New Listings Delayed 

The formal listing of a species as Endan- 
gered or Threatened under the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973 is an essential first step in 
efforts to preserve and restore species and 
their ecosystems. However, there are cur- 
rently thousands of species in the US that 
face serious risk of extinction but have not 
been listed as Endangered or Threatened by 
the Fish and Wildlife Service — the federal 
agency with the principal responsibility for 
Implementing the ESA. [Endangered species 
are considered to be in danger of extinction; 
Threatened species are considered to be in 
danger of becoming Endangered.] More- 
over, under current rates of listing, even the 
FWS estimates that it would take at least 40 
years for it to list all the species facing pos- 
sible extinction. America is in a biological 
meltdown and the Bush Administration is 
constructing Star Wars apparatus and build- 
ing B-l bombers! 

Species must be formally listed by the 
FWS before they can benefit from protection 
provided under the ESA. A host of statutory 
safeguards follow listing of a species as either 
Endangered or Threatened. The Act estab- 
lishes criminal and civil penalties for the 
"taking" of Endangered or Threatened spe- 
cies, and this term has been construed 
broadly by the courts to prohibit habitat 
modification or degradation. This is the part 
of the Act that the exploitive/industrial 
interests of the US fear. From their perspec- 
tive, the fewer species listed, the fewer re- 
straints there will be on development. In 
addition, the government is required to 
develop and implement recovery plans for 
all species determined to be Endangered or 
Threatened. The Bush administration is fail- 
ing miserably in this area, as well. For ex- 
ample, the Earth First! Biodiversity Project is 
preparing to legally challenge the failure of 
the FWS to implement the National Recov- 
ery Plan for the Eastern Cougar. 

Conversely, if a species has not been 


listed as Endangered or Threatened, none of 
these statutory safeguards come into play. 
Hence, even if such a species is facing immi- 
nent extinction, any person may kill it or 
destroy its habitat without risking sanctions 
under the Act, and the government is under 
no legal obligation to protect it or pursue its 
recovery. 

The FWS has relegated hundreds of 
species that are in fact biologically endan- 
gered or threatened to administrative limbo. 
These are species for which the FWS con- 
cedes it has "substantial" information indi- 
cating that listing is "warranted," but for 
which it has delayed further action — in 
some cases for as long as IS years — on the 
grounds that such action is "precluded" by 
work on other, supposedly higher priority, 
matters. What could possibly be of higher 
priority than preventing the final extinction 
of a species? 

In some cases, it is apparent that the 
FWS has undertaken little, if any, effort to 
determine the biological status of species, or 
their ecosystems, that have been placed in 
this "warranted but precluded" (WBP) cate- 
gory. Rather, the FWS has adopted a policy 
of allowing hundreds of species to languish 
in the WBP category indefinitely. The inevi- 
table result is species extinctions. Indeed, 
Defenders of Wildlife and other conserva- 
tion groups have estimated that nearly 300 
species have already become extinct while 
awaiting final actions by the FWS. 

The EF! Biodiversity Project estimates 
that 1784 species (1700 plants and 84 ani- 
mals), are presently classified as "warranted 
but precluded" by the Fish and Wildlife Serv- 
ice. All of these species are considered bio- 
logically threatened or endangered. They 
include Sherman's Fox Squirrel (still being 
legally shot by Florida hunters), the Louisi- 
ana Black Bear, Bonneville Cutthroat Trout, 
Oklahoma Salamander, Uncompahgre Fritil- 
lary Butterfly, Puerto Rican Broad-winged 
Hawk, Appalachian Bewick's Wren, and 
many crustaceans, reptiles, sponges, insects 
and hundreds of species of plants. Some of 
these species have been relegated to the WBP 
category for many years. The formal petition 
to list the Puerto Rican Broad-winged Hawk 
was filed 10 years ago. 

Many "uncharismatic" species have 
been in the WBP category even longer, ap- 
parently because the FWS has decided they 
do not deserve protection. For instance, 5 
species of sponges and 38 species of crusta- 
ceans were the subject of citizen listing peti- 
tions filed 16 years ago and are still consid- 
ered "warranted but precluded." 

Because, contrary to FWS's statutory 
obligations, the agency has not carefully 
monitored the status of species assigned to 
the WBP category, ascertaining the degree to 
which these species have actually declined, 
or to which their ecosystems have been 
degraded, Is difficult. Nevertheless, it is 
apparent that many species languishing in 
the WBP category face far greater threats of 
extinction as a consequence of FWS's negli- 
gence and that their habitats have been al- 
lowed to be degraded or destroyed. In effect, 
the FWS is contributing to the ecological 
collapse of ecosystems throughout North 
America. 

A recent illustration involves the 
Mojave Desert population of the Desert Tor- 
toise, which was the subject of a listing peti- 


tion in 1984. The tortoise was allowed to 
remain in the WBP category until August 
1989, when the FWS was finally compelled, 
under threat of legal action, to take the 
extraordinary step of "emergency listing" 
the species because of a "significant risk to 
the immediate well-being and survival of the 
species.” While an outbreak of respiratory 
disease was one of the factors cited by the 
FWS in making its emergency listing deci- 
sion, the FWS conceded that the tortoise was 
already in "serious peril for many reasons,” 
including "habitat degradation" and other 
factors that could have been ameliorated by 
earlier listing. [Moreover, the respiratory 
disease appears to have been exacerbated by 
the release of captive tortoises in the wild.] 

Unfortunately, the tortoise is not an 
isolated example. As noted earlier, hundreds 
of species may have become extinct while 
awaiting listing decisions. The Nature Con- 
servancy has estimated that 166 unlisted 
species (3A candidate species) — 30 verte- 
brates, 85 invertebrates, and 51 plants — 
may have become extinct while the FWS 
focused its attention on "higher priority" 
matters. (3A candidates are tax a no longer 
being considered for listing as Endangered or 
Threatened because of persuasive evidence 
of extinction. This category in itself repre- 
sents a failure on the part of the FWS, given 
that some of these species may not be extinct, 
but rather in extreme need of protection.) 

In addition to its abuse of the WBP 
category, the FWS has circumvented or ig- 
nored the Act's listing provisions and dead- 
lines in other, related ways. In some in- 
stances, the FWS has simply failed to make 
any determination, within 12 months of its 
receipt of petitions granted favorable 90-day 
findings, of whether the species is warranted, 
not warranted, or warranted but precluded. 
In several cases, the FWS has proposed the 
listing of species as Endangered or Threat- 
ened, but has failed to either complete the 
listing process, formally extend the time 
necessary for listing, or withdraw the pro- 
posal within one year, as the ESA requires. 
Some activists suspect that political interfer- 
ence with the biological planning process is 
at the root of these delays, even though such 
interference has been expressly prohibited 
by Congress in amendments to the Act. 

Backlog of Candidate Species 

Because of the FWS's glacial approach to 
its listing obligations, we are losing the 
opportunity to recover numerous species in 
the wild. Since passage of the Act, only 427 
US species have been listed as Endangered 
and 135 as Threatened. From purely a bio- 
logical and legal perspective, at least 1500 
species in the US should be listed and pro- 
tected. 

In the Fish and Wildlife Service's 1991 
budget requests, it estimates that 600 US 
species presently warrant listing as Threat- 
ened or Endangered under the ESA. In con- 
trast, the EF! Biodiversity Project believes 
that all 950 C-l priority candidate species, 
plus many others that have been misclassi- 
fied, should be added to the Endangered 
species list. Despite the huge backlog of 
unlisted species, the FWS only listed 37 new 


species in 1989 and expects to list no more 
than 50 in 1990 or 1991. The price of this 
bureaucratic footdragging is unprecedented 
extinction rates in this country. 

Currently, 280 native US species are 
classified as both C-l (priority candidates) 
and G-l (critically Imperiled throughout 
their range in the US and globally endan- 
gered). All should receive expedited listings 
at least, if not emergency listings due to 
imminent threats and precariously low 
population levels. Extinction of these spe- 
cies in the US could spell their end on the 
planet. Jasper Carlton has formally re- 
quested this action from the Secretary of the 
Interior, Manual Lujan, and the White 
House Science Advisor, D. Allan Bromley. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service has the 
responsibility under the ESA to promptly use 
emergency listing procedures to prevent a 
significant risk to the well-being of any can- 
didate species. However, it has only consid- 
ered such action when confronted with the 
threat of litigation. The Woodland Caribou 
in Idaho and Desert Tortoise in the South- 
west are two examples. 

The FWS has conceded in Congres- 
sional budget inquiries that, at its own pro- 
jected pace, the "listing of all species that are 
in fact endangered or threatened could re- 
quire 30-40 years." Remarkably, therefore, 
species that may be in imminent danger of 
extinction today may not even be protected 
by the Act until 2030. Indeed, FWS itself has 
admitted, albeit with characteristic under- 
statement, that "some species may become 
extinct" as a result of its listing policy. 

Moreover, the situation will likely be 
even bleaker than the sorry scenario con- 
ceded by the FWS. The FWS's estimate of 30- 
40 years to complete the listing of species 
now in jeopardy is based on its plan to list 50- 
60 species in fiscal year 1990 and, presuma- 
bly, a similar number in subsequent years. 
Yet, even these paltry projections appear 
overly optimistic in light of the FWS’s past 
performance. To make matters worse, the 
FWS has recently shifted the primary respon- 
sibility for making listing decisions to its 
regional offices — a bureaucratic reorganiza- 
tion that many observers, including some 
within the FWS, believe is resulting in even 
fewer listings. 

More regional decision-making has 
yielded fewer listings for several reasons. 
First, the regional offices are under more 
political and economic pressure from local 
interests directly affected by listing deci- 
sions. Second, regional offices have their 
own economic and bureaucratic disincen- 
tives to list because they must spend time 
and resources developing and implementing 
recovery plans and taking additional steps, 
including enforcement actions and consul- 
tations with other federal agencies, for every 
species listed. Evidence suggests that the 
FWS will not list a species voluntarily If the 
state in which the species is found opposes 
the listing. The failure of the FWS to list 
Woodland Caribou as federally Endangered 
in Montana is one example. 

Therefore, if the FWS is permitted to 
proceed with business as usual, it will likely 
take the agency far more than 40 years to list 


30 Vertebrate Species Lost 
While Awaiting Listing 


The following vertebrates are Category 3A 
Candidate Species — taxa no longer being 
considered for listing as Endangered or 
Threatened because of persuasive evidence 
of extinction. The numbers of invertebrate 
and plant 3A species are even greater, 85 and 
51, and these numbers include only those 
species and subspecies recognized by the Fish 
and Wildlife Service; others may have gone 
extinct without ever having been "discov- 
ered" by science. If any readers have evi- 
dence that any of these species still survive in 
the wild, please contact the EF! Biodiversity 
Project (2365 Willard Rd, Parkersburg, WV 
26101-9269) and the regional office of the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service Immediately. 

Alsophis sancticrucis, St. Croix Ground Snake 
Ammocramus henslarwii houstonensis, Texas 
Henslow’s Sparrow 
Coregonus alpenae, Longjaw Cisco 
Coregonus johannae, Deepwater Cisco 
Coregonus nigbripinnis nigripinnis, Blackfin 
Cisco 

Cyolora comuta nigerrima, Navassa Island 
Iguana 

Cyprinodon nevadensis calidae, Tecopa 
Pupfish 

Cyprinodon sp 3, Monkey Spring Pupfish 
Fundulus albolineatus, Whiteline Topmin- 
now 

Gambusia amistadensis, Amistad Gambusia 


Geomys pinetis fontanelus, Sherman's Pocket 
Gopher 

Geomys pinetis goffi, Goff's Pocket Gopher 
Gila bicolor isolata, Independence Valley Tui 
Chub 

Gila crassicauda, Thicktail Chub 
Lampetra minima, Miller Lake Lamprey 
Leiocephalus fremitus 

Melospiza melodia graminea, Santa Barbara ! 
Song Sparrow 

Microtus ochrogaster ludovicianus, Louisiana 
Vole 

Monophyllus plethodon frater, Insular Long-! 
tongued Bat 

Notropis orca, Phantom Shiner 
Notropis simus simus, Bluntnose Shiner \ 
Oncorhynchus clarki ssp 3, Alvord Cutthroat 
Trout 

Peromyscus gossypinus anastasae, Anastasia 
Island Cotton Mouse 

Peromyscus gossypinus restrictus, Chadwick 
Beach Cotton Mouse 

Peromyscus polionotus decoloratus, Pallid 
Beach Mouse 

Rana onca, Relict Leopard Frog 
Rana sp 5, San Felipe Leopard Frog 
Stizostedion vitreum glaucum, Blue Walleye or 
Blue Pike 

Tamias minimus atristriatus, Penasco Chip- 
munk 

Thryomanes Bewickii leucophrys, San Cle- ! 
mente Bewick's Wren 
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the species presently in sufficiently grave 
circumstances to qualify as Endangered or 
Threatened. And this, of course, does not 
even take into account the species that may 
not currently qualify as Threatened or En- 
dangered (and thus are not presently consid- 
ered candidate species by the FWS) but 
whose condition will seriously deteriorate in 
the future. Most species classified as "sensi- 
tive" by the US Forest Service and Bureau of 
Land Management are sliding toward endan- 
germent. 

The present policy of the Fish and Wild- 
life Service is to only "complete regulatory 
(listing) actions for those species most in 
need of legal protection" — in other words, 
those recognized as teetering on the brink of 
extinction and not threatening economic 
development interests. Development inter- 
ests applaud this approach since it means 
only a few species get listed and many of 
these are so imperiled that the likelihood of 
a successful recovery effort is small. Once a 
species goes extinct, an obstacle to industrial 
interests’ exploitation of remaining wild 
habitat is removed. "Last ditch” captive 
breeding programs in commercial zoos, such 
as are under way with the Florida Panther, 
California Condor, and Mexican Wolf, are 
the end result of this policy — that is, extinc- 
tion in the wild! Listings also appear to favor 
species with small habitat requirements. 

The listing priority guidelines devel- 
oped by the FWS and published in the Fed- 
eral Register (9-21-83) consider degree and 
immediacy of threat and taxonomic unique- 
ness as the primary criteria for assessing 
listingpriorities. The guidelines fail to reflect 
the need to take habitat protection measures 
in advance, while species population levels 
and available habitat are sufficiently healthy 
to allow for recovery in the wild. It is a high- 
risk, single species approach that overlooks 
many rare and sensitive species due to an 
imposed priority-rating system and budget- 
ary and political constraints. 

Failure to Request Needed Fund- 
ing 

The US Department of the Interior has 
actively resisted efforts to obtain additional 
funds for the implementation of the Endan- 
gered Species Act, even while continuing to 
use lack of funding as an excuse for not 
listing new species. For example, The Nature 
Conservancy proposed that the FWS's Fiscal 
Year 1990 budget for listing be expanded 
from approximately S3 million to $15 mil- 
lion. The Interior Department conceded 
that the larger sum, which would still pale in 
comparison with other federal expenditures, 
including those of the FWS for huntable and 
fishable species, would allow it to list about 
250 species per year. 

Yet the Department declined to pursue 
the proposed level of funding for two express 
reasons. First, it stated that an "increase for 
this lower priority activity runs counter to 
the President's goal of reducing the large 
Federal deficit." Second, and even more 
alarming, the Department resisted efforts to 
devote more resources to listing because 
"any significant increase in the number of 
species being listed each year ... would re- 
quire a commensurate increase in funding 
for recovery, consultations, law enforce- 
ment, research and related subactivities." 

In other words, the Reagan/Bush Ad- 
ministrations seem to have decided not to 
fulfill their listing obligations under the 
Endangered Species Act so as to avoid duties 
under other provisions of the Act that come 
into play once a species is listed. Indeed, the 
Department actually sought a substantial 
decrease in its FY 1990 budget for implemen- 
tation of the ESA, including a reduction in 
the minuscule amount it was spending on 
the listing program. 

Need for Listings by Ecosystem 

The EF! Biodiversity Project and others 
have suggested that the FWS undertake a 
concerted effort to propose multiple species 
for listing at once, particularly where the 
species are geographically or biologically 
related. With so many species facing extinc- 
tion, it is ecologically imperative, as well as 
cost and management effective, to list and 
protect all of these species within a particular 
ecosystem, especially when one or more 
species are already listed within that ecosys- 
tem. 

A few biologists have argued that if one 
species is already listed, such as the Grizzly 
Bear, other rare species in the same area will 
also be managed effectively. Unfortunately, 
this has not been the case, since the federal 
land management agencies — including the 
Forest Service, BLM, FWS, and National Park 
Service — develop minimal management 
plans for single listed species — not for all 


species, nor for the preservation of ecological 
processes. 

In addition, recovery plans are devel- 
oped (though usually not effectively imple- 
mented) for single species management 
which may actually be detrimental to other 
endemics dependent upon a particular eco- 
system and to other listed species that have 
not received adequate consideration under 
an ecosystem approach to management. 
The needs of many rare and sensitive species 
are overlooked. The FWS should require 
coordinated programs to manage and restore 
entire threatened or sensitive ecosystems 
including all species sensitive to environ- 
mental problems within these ecosystems. 
Ecosystem fragmentation, degradation and 
eventual collapse is inevitable if single spe- 
cies management and emphasis continues. 

In a few recent cases, the FWS has 
adopted a multiple species approach on a 
very limited basis. It simultaneously pro- 
posed Endangered status for the Lower Keys 
Rabbit and Threatened status for the Squirrel 
Chimney Cave Shrimp, both of which reside 
only in Florida; simultaneously announced 
Threatened status for the Cheat Mountain 
Salamander and Endangered status for the 
Shenandoah Salamander, which are closely 
related species; and simultaneously deter- 
mined Endangered status for four species of 
plants native to central Florida. The FWS has 
recently become embroiled in a legal dispute 
regarding the ESA listing of hundreds of 
species of rare Hawaiian plants found within 
the same ecosystems. 

It is critical that the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service take an ecosystem approach in devel- 
oping future listing packages by listing all 
imperiled species within the area. In some 
cases, this must involve ESA listings for doz- 
ens of vertebrate, invertebrate and plant 
species. Listing and recovery plans must be 
developed and implemented to ensure the 
preservation of all components within sensi- 
tive and threatened ecosystems. 

A multiple species/ecosystem approach 
is needed immediately for the Longleaf Pine- 
Wiregrass, Everglades, and Keys Ecosystems 
in Florida; the Cahaba River (Alabama), 
Clinch River (TN), Colorado River (CO, AZ), 
Platte River (CO, NB), and Rio Grande (NM, 
TX) Ecosystems; the chaparral in southern 
California; desert riparian ecosystems in the 
Southwest; and ancient forest ecosystems of 
the Northwest, to name a few. 

The Bush 1991 budget is evidence that 
the FWS still has no intention of accelerating 
the listing process commensurate with spe- 
cies and ecosystem needs for protection. 
Apparently, multiple species listing packages 
are only being seriously considered for for- 
eign species that ha ve no domestic economic 
or political ramifications. 

The vigorous implementation of our 
landmark legislation, the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act, and the protection of this 
continent's last large, natural, biologically 
intact ecosystems should be made national 
priorities now. Preservation of America's 
imperiled flora and fauna should be a prior- 
ity of Earth Day 1990. 

Conclusion 

The Fish and Wildlife Service must be 
made to account for its inadequate implem- 
entation of the Endangered Species Act's 
listing process. FWS's present policies and 
procedures are at odds with the Act's objec- 
tive of recovering Endangered and Threat- 
ened species and their ecosystems. 

The EF! Biodiversity Project believes 
that the FWS is unreasonably delaying the 
listing of species in danger of extinction, in 
violation of the Endangered Species Act and 
the Administrative Procedure Act. Litigation 
may be required to force a positive change in 
the FWS’s approach to listing. Major actions 
are needed to focus public and congressional 
scrutiny on a federal policy condemning 
numerous species to extinction. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to John 
Turner, FWS director, expressing your 
outrage about his agency's failure to pro- 
tect the hundreds of species facing extinc- 
tion. Write your congresspersons urging 
immediate correction of the FWS's failure 
to list and protect qualifying species under 
the ESA; ask them to increase funding for 
both listing and recovery efforts for 
Threatened and Endangered species. 

•John Turner, Director, US Fish & Wildlife 
Service, Washington, DC 20240 
•senators, US Senate, Washington, DC 
20510 

•representative, House of Representatives, 
DC 20515 


BIODIVERSITY REPORTS 

Over 1/3 of North American 
Fish in Peril 


A new report by the American Fisheries 
Society — manifestly not an extremist envi- 
ronmental group — warns that 364 of North 
America's 1000 species and subspecies of 
freshwater fish are endangered, threatened, 
or of special concern. This is 113 more than 
when the Society compiled its first list, in 
1979, and does not include the 40 species 
thought to have gone extinct this century. 
Major problems afflicting this continent's 
fish include dams, industrial and agricultural 
runoff, acid rain, siltation from logging and 
farming, stocking of non-native fish species, 
and accidental introduction of ornamental 


species. Overfishing per se is not a major 
problem for most American freshwater fish, 
but fishermen are partly responsible for the 
crisis insofar as they have caused the intro- 
duction of non-native fish, especially trout 
and bass, in waterways throughout the con- 
tinent. The situation is most critical in the 
southwestern United States and northern 
Mexico. Among the imperiled fish are vari- 
ous minnows, killifish, chubs, darters, cave 
fish, two-thirds of all North American stur- 
geon species, and the Paddlefish. ( New York 
Times, 1-30-90) 





The Paddlefish Struggles 
to Survive 


OHIO: UPSTREAM THROUGH BULLSHIT 
ALL THE WAY 

It is written that early American settlers 
were cautious about letting their children 
play in or around large rivers if Paddlefish 
were known to be present. Cruising two to 
three feet beneath the surface with their large 
mouths agape, Paddlefish were reported to 
have swallowed small children and even 
furniture on occasion! Though probably 
untrue, the thought of renegade schools of 
huge spatula-faced Paddlers controlling 
human populations and leaping from the 
water to snatch unsightly plastic lawn chairs 
from fishermen sounds welcome and war- 
ranted. 

These attacks should begin as soon as 
possible in Ohio! 

Ohio Division of Wildlife officials re- 
main completely unresponsive to the urgent 
needs of this species. [For background on the 
Paddlefish, see June 1989 issue.] Ignoring 
irrefutable biological data showing that 
•Paddlefish populations in the Ohio Valley 
are endangered and under increasing envi- 
ronmental threats, Ohio seems ready to actu- 
ally sponsor their statewide extinction! 

In response to an onslaught of pressure 
from activists all over the country, a Division 
spokesman said, "we don't like to be told 
what to do." During the recent annual re- 
view process of the Division's endangered 
list, they were presented with a seven page 
petition to upgrade the official status of the 
Paddlefish to endangered; to date, they have 
refused to respond. 

The Nature Conservancy has given the 
Paddlefish a state ranking of S2 in Ohio. A 
status of S2 is "Imperiled in state because of 
rarity (6-20 occurrences or very few remain- 
ing individuals or acres) or because of other 
factors making it demonstrably very vulner- 
able to extirpation from the state." (It's 
worth noting that the Smooth Green Snake, 
Opheodrys vemalis, is also considered Imper- 
iled in Ohio and can be found on sale at 
Petland.) 

Ohio Division of Wildlife has ignored 
offers of funding assistance fora reintroduc- 
tion and recovery program. They intention- 
ally mislead the public and lied to the media 
in a statement claiming that Paddlefish are 
protected from fishing in the state. They 
have used the "lost document” technique 
when asked to produce the official record of 
decision for previous Paddlefish reviews. 
They have refused to promulgate regulations 
prohibiting the take of Paddlefish, stating a 
lack of enforcement capability! 

In sum, Ohio Wildlife officials have stated 
that the Paddlefish can no longer breed in 
Ohio, removed it from the state endangered 
list, and summarily written it off. 

We plead with EF!ers all over the 
country to help us save this ancient species 
by writing or calling the Governor of Ohio 


to request a stay of execution! Repeatedly 
demand that this species be protected and 
allowed suitable wild habitat in the state. 
Tell him we will make the entire country 
aware of their apathetic treatment of this 
species. 

•Governor Richard Celeste, State House, 
Columbus, OH 43215; 614-466-3555 

TEXAS: VICTORY! 

Officials in Texas, where Paddlefish 
have been on the edge of local extinction 
since 1977, have finally decided to take time 
out from slaughtering rattlesnakes to at- 
tempt to restore Paddlefish populations! The 
Fisheries Director of the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department, Gary Matlock, stated 
in a letter that they have released 31,742 
baby Paddlers into the Neches River System 
and are committed to an ongoing recovery 
program. The Director said that Paddlefish 
are fully protected throughout the state and 
expressed a desire to see them protected 
throughout the nation. 

Earth First! activists who helped us blast 
Texas can feel a sense of relief for the fish. We 
must now commend the state for their deci- 
sion and urge them to protect and restore 
natural habitats and preserve the genetic 
integrity and migratory ability of the fish. 
We must insist that releases of hatchery- 
raised Paddlefish occur among a sufficient 
number of wild fish so that wild instincts and 
natural spawning are sustained; and insist 
that the releases not be simply a prelude to 
commercial fishing of the species. 

WEST VIRGINIA: VICTORY! 

Ohio EF!, Jasper "the Snake" Carlton, 
and other activists have persuaded West 
Virginia Governor Gaston Caperton to pro- 
duce a legal mandate for Paddlefish protec- 
tion despite West Virginia's lack of a state 
endangered species act. Caperton plans to 
have regulations promulgated to outlaw the 
taking of the fish beginning in 1991. This 
decision, presented in the political spirit of 
"providing for a fishery resource," is a critical 
catalyst for the beginning stages of a bi- 
oregional approach in the Ohio River drain- 
age to stop the westward extirpation trend of 
the species. 

Governor Caperton, who blamed the 
decline of Paddlefish populations solely on 
habitat destruction and the decline of water 
quality, advocates aggressive efforts to im- 
prove conditions in the Ohio and Kanawha 
Rivers. The Director of West Virginia’s De- 
partment of Natural Resources, J. Edward 
Hamrick, has admitted that state dams and 
associated activities adversely affect migra- 
tion and spawning. 

Having recognized the threats, these 
state officials can now proceed in their re- 
spective capacities to remove the problems. 

continued on page 23 
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Laurel Fork 

Where the North Comes South 



by R.F. Mueller, Virginia EF! contact 

Regional-Historical Perspective 

To understand North American ecosys- 
tems it helps to look back at least 18,000 
years to the Late Pleistocene when continen- 
tal glaciers stood as far south as northern 
Pennsylvania and southern Ohio. From this 
perspective is revealed much of the kaleido- 
scope of floral and faunal events and interac- 
tions that formed the wilderness we're trying 
to protect and recreate in the East. Nowhere 
is this perspective more useful than in the 
high Alleghenies of the Central Appalachi- 
ans, where northern-type forests, bogs and 
glades still provide refugia for plants and 
animals that were driven south by the ice . In 
some cases refugees occur hundreds of miles 
south of their nearest relatives. 

Since the arrival of Europeans some of 
those species have been extirpated or re- 
duced to relic populations. In part this 
happened because their position on the 
southern fringes of their ranges made them 
particularly vulnerable. Some of the bogs 
and glades of the region still support such 
locally rare boreal plants as Bog Rosemary 
( Andromeda glaucophylla) , Buckbean (Mert- 
yanthes trifoliata), Eastern Larch (or 
Tamarack, Larix laricina) and Twin Flower 
(Linnaea borealis); while other northern spe- 
cies like cranberries and blueberries (Vaccin- 
ium spp.) are more widespread in the region. 
Many species were probably lost or greatly 
diminished in numbers when the grand pri- 
mary Red Spruce and hardwood forests were 
destroyed by loggingand and associated fires 
at the turn of the century. However these 
forests are now reclaiming their highland 
range and we have an opportunity to rees- 
tablish many associations that formerly ex- 
isted here. 

Most of this saiient of northern habitat 
lies in West Virginia within the Mononga- 
hela National Forest. However its eastern 
edge crosses into Virginia in a watershed 
known as Laurel Fork, in the George Wash- 
ington National Forest, and this is our main 
topic of interest here. 

At the late Pleistocene glacial maxi- 
mum, when the ice lay a few hundred miles 
to the north, the highest areas of the Central 
Appalachians were covered by alpine tundra 
similar to that which now occurs on New 
England's peaks. At that time the mixed 
deciduous forests that now cover the lower 
slopes of the Alleghenies were located far to 
the south. To a lesser degree the same was 
true of the northern hardwoods that now 
dominate the upper slopes. Instead the 
entire region, except for the tundra on the 
heights, was occupied by an open spruce- 
pine-shrub parkland. This parkland, we are 
told, was home to an impressive megafauna 
consisting of such species as Mastodont, Stag 
Moose, Caribou and Musk Oxen as well as 
their predators. As 1 explained in a recent 
article (EF!, Brigid 1990), certain characteris- 
tics of existing native vegetation still show 
evidence of mega faunal browsers. Today the 
closest approximation to this parkland habi- 
tat are open glades in the Red Spruce mon- 
tane forest on the highest slopes and peaks in 
the region. Presumably it was around the 
time of the glacial maximum that the colo- 
nies of northern refugees were established. 
Today some of these colonies persist where 
conditions still don't deviate too much from 
those of the Pleistocene. 

Character of the Land 

The 10,965 acre Laurel Fork Special 
Management Area of the George Washing- 
ton National Forest (GWNF) is unique in this 
Forest because of the Area's location on a 
high, stream-dissected plateau of Allegheny 
Mountain. The elevations, ranging from 
2700 feet to over 4000 feet above sea level, 
have given rise to a forest of northern hard- 
woods and montane Red Spruce quite unlike 
the oak-rich forests that dominate elsewhere 
in the GWNF. 

Laurel Fork takes its name from its main 
stream, a branch of the Potomac bisecting 
the area. It is a well-watered area with a 
number of trout stream side branches of 
Laurel Fork. The hardwoods consist chiefly 
of Beech, Sugar Maple, Red Maple, Yellow 
Birch American Basswood, White Ash. 
Northern Red 03k and Black Cherry, In 
addition to Red Spruce. Eastern Hemlock is a 
common evergreen and there are stands of 
planted Red Pine, a species that is here also as 
a native at the southernmost part of its range. 
Minor and understory trees include Service 
Berry, Striped and Mountain Maple, and 
Witch Hazel. Especially indicative of the 
northern environment is Trembling Aspen, 
which in a few places lives in openings with 
Big-toothed Aspen. Both are favorites of the 
Beaver. Ground cover beneath the trees 
consists of abundant club mosses and other 
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northern herbs and shrubs. . 

Although the forest of Laurel Fork is 
almost identical to that of parts of the Adi- 
rondacks and New England, it includes some 
additional species more characteristic of the 
Appalachians due to the proximity of highly 
diverse mixed forests at lower elevations in 
the region. As a result trees such as Fraser 
Magnolia and Black Locust seed themselves 
from time to time and are able to persist in 
low numbers at higher elevations. 

Of particular interest are the pictur- 
esque Beaver ponds and meadows with rim- 
ming Red Spruce and thickets of Mountain 
Laurel and blueberries. These occur in the 
upper reaches of Buck Run and other high 
elevation streams. Some of the ponds con- 
tain active lodges, and evidence of dam 
building and feeding is common. In these 
areas the ponds are fed by small, cold streams 
that contain such plants as Water Starwort. 
Sphagnum Moss, an indicator of acid condi- 
tions, as are many of the other plants, occurs 
in the boggy meadows. A variety of grasses, 
sedges, broad-leafed plants and ferns are 
present throughout. In the dryer meadows 
and openings in the spruce forest, hawthorn, 
a favorite food of wildlife, is associated with 
stunted Black Locust. 

An elegant little inhabitant of Laurel 
Fork is the Smooth Green Snake, which is 
also near the southern limits of its range in 
the Appalachians. The area is prime habitat 
for such northern species as the Hermit 
Thrush, Mourning Warbler, Varying Hare, 
Northern Flying Squirrel, Porcupine, Fisher 
and Goshawk. Although some of these spe- 
cies have proba bly not been present since the 
1800s due to devastating logging and hunt- 
ing, the area is within their ranges and the 
excellent recovery of the forest creates favor- 
able conditions for their reintroduction or 
resurgence. By contrast, White-tailed Deer 
and Black Bear are presently abundant. 

Rationale 

The Laurel Fork Area was part of the 
Second Roadless Area Review and Evaluation 
(RARE II) process of the US Forest Service for 
possible designation under the Wilderness 
Preservation System. However, because of its 


anti-wilderness bias, the Forest Service did . 
not recommended the area for Wilderness. 
Recently, however, citizen support has been 
building again for Wilderness. If designated, 
Laurel Fork would be one of the largest Wil- 
dernesses in Virginia, and would improve 
the large wilderness deficit of the GWNF 
relative to National Forests as a whole (3% vs. 
17%). 

The importance of large wilderness in 
the preservation of Earth's biodiversity has 
been well established through conservation 
biology, which has shown that most existing 
wilderness preserves are losing species be- 
cause they are too small. Unfortunately this 
situation especially characterizes the desig- 
nated Wilderness Areas of the Eastern United 
States; they are much smaller on average 
than Western Wildernesses, which have 1 
themselves already begun to lose species. 
Clearly, we need many more and larger 
Wilderness Areas in the East. Also, just as in 
the West, we need old-growth areas to foster 
the rarest and most sensitive native species. 

In the East this means restoration of such 
areas through Wilderness protection. Pro- 
tection of Laurel Fork would be a step, albeit 
a modest one, in this direction. As a mature 
forest developed under Wilderness protec- 
tion, it would gradually be enriched by large 
snags and den trees, down trees, debris dams 
in streams, and the macro and micro fauna 
and flora characteristic of old-growth ecosys- 
tems which at present are rare or virtually 
nonexistent in the Forest. This develop- 
ment, coupled with the rich riparian zones 
and Beaver ponds, would create a type and 
degree of native habitat diversity not seen in 
the George Washington National Forest for 
decades. As a result, extirpated species shy of 
ciearcuts, roads and other human develop- 
ment could return and others now rare could 
increase in numbers. 

Vision for the Future 

At present Virginia Earth First! and Vir- 
ginians for Wilderness are asking that Laurel 
Fork be preserved as part of the National 
Wilderness Preservation System. However, 
this status is adequate for interim protection 
only. No system of small wilderness areas 


can accomplish long-term ecosystem protec- 
tion, letalone the maintenance of evolution- 
ary processes comparable to those that 
shaped the ecosystems. Rather our hope for 
the future must lie in large integrated eco- 
logical preserves such as have been proposed 
by Reed Noss (EF!, Eostar 1983; Natural Areas 
foumal vol.7(l), 1987). I have applied this 
concept to the Central Appalachians (EF!, 
Mabon 85, Lughnasadh 88), and Jamie Sayen 
has proposed analogous wilderness pre- 
serves for the entire Appalachians (EF! Bel- 
tane 87). In such a system Laurel Fork would 
form part of a wilderness core surrounded by 
buffer zones and would be connected by 
broad communication corridors to other 
preserves in the region and eventually 
throughout the entire continent. In -this 
scheme the Laurel Fork Wilderness could be 
expanded westward and northeastward into 
the Monongahela National Forest and to the 
south and east to incorporate privately 
owned parts of Allegheny Mountain and the 
Valley and Ridge region. This might be ac- 
complished by outright acquisition or 
through easements or other instruments of 
land protection. In this way the Wilderness 
core might be expanded to 30,000 acres or 
more. 

The Laurel Fork area and its extension 
along the higher elevations of the Allegheny 
front is transitional in broad ecotones to oak- 
chestnut forests of the Valley and Ridge 
Section to the East and to more complex 
mesophytic forests at lower elevations to the 
west. However the salient of northem-tvpe 
habitat of which it is part is restricted to 
several thousand square miles of area rang- 
ing over the Allegheny Plateau in West Vir- 
ginia and north into Maryland and Pennsyl- 
vania, and always at higher elevations. The 
northern hardwoods and especially the Red 
Spruce montane forests tend to form rather 
small and isolated islands of habitat. 

Thus populations of relic and disjunct 
northern species tend to be low locally and 
so are especially vulnerable to climatic and 
human-induced variations and threats. 
Some species, such as Varying Hare, are 
subject to periodic great fluctuations in 
population levels from natural causes. Be- 
cause of these characteristics it is essential 
that ail preserves be as large as possible and 
that fragmentation be minimal. In particu- 
lar a broad corridor of protected lands along 
the northern-type habitat salient should be 
established through Maryland and Pennsyl- 
vania following Sayen’s proposal. Recently 
Gary Gyekis of the Kindred Spirits Education 
Project (RD 1, Box 473-C, Lewisburg, PA 
17837) has outlined preserves on both sides 
of the Allegheny front in north-central 
Pennsylvania (personal communication, 2- 
89). There should be many more such grass- 
roots efforts but we also need a national 
governmental commitment to an integrated 
ecological preserve system that would re- 
place the now outdated Wilderness Preserva- 
tion System. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Ask the GWNF 
supervisor to place Laurel Fork under spe- 
cial management to protect its wilderness 
values. Ask your congresspersons to sup- 
port its designation as Wilderness. Work 
toward our long-term goal of integrated 
ecological preserves by spreading the 
word via letters to editors, demonstra- 
tions, and other public actions. 
•Supervisor, George Washington NF, POB 
233, Harrisonburg, VA 22801 
•representative, US House of Representa- 
tives, Washington, DC 20515 
•senators, Senate, DC 20510 


Fragmented . . . 

continued from page 19 
encouraging sign.] However, if the smoke 
clouds again increase during this year's dry 
season, we should feel no qualms about 
shoving hard from the outside. Nor should 
we allow ourselves to be sidetracked by the 
excuse that "we’re doing the same thing in 
Hawaii and the Tongass." Our fights there 
must continue, but if the Amazon is lost, 
whatever other environmental successes we 
may have will be little and cheap by compari- 
son. We "outsiders" may not be able to save 
the Amazon but we can stop being part of its 
destruction and ensure that it doesn't go 
quietly. 

R, Wills Flowers is an entomologist at the 
University of Florida and a frequent contributor 
to the foumal. 




Paddlefish . . * 

continued from page .21 
Governor Caperton can move the state EPA 
(Environmental Pollution Assistants) to clas- 
sify and qualify the entire drainage of the 
Ohio and Kanawha as Warm Water Habitat 
under EPA guidelines and revoke all pollu- 
tion permits. Director Hamrick can spear- 
head a statewide program of restoring river 
and riparian habitats and dismantling all 
dams and impoundments. This dam dis- 
mantling, due to the "hundreds of jobs it will 
create," should be overwhelmingly sup- 
ported by the West Virginian public and 
could have a very positive effect on his politi- 
cal career, not to mention his chances for 
invitation to the Ohio River Rendezvou s [see 
Bulletins]. EF! activists stand ready to assist 
West Virginia and other states in the devel- 
opment of such programs to purify and 
redignify our great rivers and their inhabi- 
tants. 

ALABAMA: A TURNAROUND 

Alabama has historically allowed the 
unlimited slaughter of their resident Paddle- 
fish by commercial and "sport" fishers. The 
commercial death alone of Paddlefish in 
1980 was about 332,000 pounds and by 1986 


the caviar dealers had pushed populations to 
the point of official decline, yet still the state 
failed to protect the fish. 

Then in 1987, when the cooperative 
tagging program of the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Auburn University, and the Alabama 
Game and Fish Division had be canceled due 
to the absence of mature female Paddlefish, 
it was decided that perhaps things had gone 
too far. In November of 1988 the Alabama 
Conservation Department enacted an emer- 
gency regulation protecting the fish from 
take and even from possession of its parts. In 
1989 this regulation became permanent and 
now stands as one of the most aggressive 
state measures for protecting the fish. 

Following through on their promise to 
rigidly enforce this law, officers nailed two 
local degenerates in possession of fish in 
May. Judge Pamela Baschab reeled In fines 
and court costs from the two of almost 
$1000. This sweet justice is little compared 
to felonycharges, flnesofupto $250,000 and 
five years in prison that can be handed out 
for interstate trafficking in wildlife. (Perhaps 
the FBI could lend a bit of moral integrity to 
their work by fighting interstate wildlife traf- 
ficking!) 

Alabama can be a prime example to 
other states which use "paper management" 
protection methods and boast that they are 
protecting the species. 

MISSOURI: POACHERS BUSTED 

Thanks to a tip from a concerned citi- 
zen, Missouri Conservation Agents working 
undercover with the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service busted members of two rings selling 
Paddler eggs for caviar. The rings, which 
operated at Truman Lake and Table Rock 
Lake, were also charged with selling catfish, 
possessing furbearers out of season, and fed- 
eral crimes including violation of the Lacey 
Act and conspiracy to sell wildlife illegally. 
Five Missourians were fined $7950, had their 
wildlife slaughtering licenses suspended for 
two years, were sentenced to a combined 110 
days in jail, and were ordered to make resti- 
tution to the state for their profits. Another 
from Missouri and two from Tennessee face 
federal charges with serious penalties. Ac- 
cording to Ron Glover, Special Investiga- 
tions Supervisor for Missouri, many male 
Paddlefish have been caught, gutted and 
then tossed overboard when the poachers 
saw they had no eggs. Paddlefish have no 
reliable external characteristics for sex deter- 
mination. 

In 1990, when it seems the entire impe- 
tus of law enforcement is focused on the “war 
on drugs" and the harassment of wilderness 
lovers, it is a pleasure to hear that some 
agencies are taking substantive actions against 
substantive problems ! When crimes against 
natural diversity are met with serious conse- 
quences, and those who would allow or 
cause an extirpation or extinction of a spe- 
cies, be extirpated themselves from free sur- 
vival and reproduction and be impounded, 
shown pain and discrimination and be given 
unsuitable habitat (jail), then and only then 
will law and justice have any meaningful 
connection. 

PADDLEFISH ON THE AIR 

Northern Ohio residents will soon be 
treated to a Paddlefish Program on WOBC 
Radio, 91.5 FM, by local EF! rowdy John 
Katko, to be presented on “Hard Day on the 
Planet," northern Ohio's only environ- 
mental radio show. (John sponsored the 
Green Fire show in Cleveland last summer 
and organized a geriatric jalapeno-eating 
contest afterward.) Thanks from the fish to 
all activists who have written letters on its 
behalf and to St. Clair, Snake Carlton and the 
rest of the Paddlefish Patrol for their unsel- 
fish-fire. Watch the Journal for future up- 
dates and stand by for action in Ohio. 

— Steve Moore, Ohio EF!, Scioto River 
Group 
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Earth First! Foundation 
1989 Treasurer's Report 


Beginning balance, Jan. 1, 1989 
Ending balance, Dec. 31, 1989 
Committed Funds, Dec. 31, 1989 
Uncommitted Funds. Dec. 31. 1989 


Contributions, unrestricted 
Contributions, earmarked 
Interest 

Total 


Projects 

Office Equipment 
Printing & Postage 
Meetings & Travel 
Other Expenses 
Contract Services 
Total 

Projects Funded, 1989 

Altamira Project 

Ancient Forest Rescue Expedition 
Biodiversity Project (all earmarked funds) 
Central Appalachian Rendezvous 
Edward Abbey Deep Ecology Award 
EF! Environmentally Sound Promotions 
EF! Journal Research Fund 
Florida EF! 

Free Our Public Lands Project 
Glacial Erratic Newsletter 
Grizzly Bear Task Force 
HUB project 
Log Exports Project 
Midwest Roadshow, R. Featherstone 
Northeast Rendezvous 
Preserve Appalachian Wilderness 
Redwood Action Team 
Rockies Roadshow, D. Lyons 
Walkabout Newsletter 
Wild Rockies Mapping Project 
Wild Rockies Roadshow 
Wild Rockies Wilderness Slide Show 
Total 


Income 


Expenses 


$62,988.66 

$51,035.87 

$42,196.94 

$8. 838.93 


30,139.02 

17,011.49 

2.980.91 

$ 50 , 131.42 


50,333.98 

4,019.95 

2,304.37 

2,069.21 

1,904.70 

1.452.00 

$ 62 , 084.21 


792.51 

3.965.00 
14,848.47 

420.00 

1,000.00 

6.525.00 

5.180.00 

4.600.00 

745.00 

750.00 

2.521.00 

1.790.00 

500.00 

532.00 

200.00 
2,000.00 

1.500.00 

400.00 

410.00 

280.00 
300.00 

1.075.00 
$ 50 , 333.98 


82.7% 

17.3% 


60.1% 

33.9% 

6 . 0 % 

100 . 0 % 


81.1% 

6.5% 

3.7% 

3.3% 

3.1% 

2.3% 

100 . 0 % 
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THE LAST REDWOODS is a full color reproduction of an original etching 
by Claus Sievert The work was inspired by avisit to Headwaters Forestand 
is intended to benefitcauseswhichareworkingtosaveancient forests. The 
poster comes with a short fact sheet on redwood habitat The original, 
limited edition etching (hand colored) is available upon request 
SIZE: 22X28 PRICE: $ 28.50 ppd. 


CLAUS SIEVERT P.O.BOX 411233 SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94141 




The Earth First! Directory 

The Earth First! Directory lists the contact points for the interna- 
tional Earth First! movement. It is divided into four sections: 1) 
National EF! offices in the United States; 2) International contacts; 
3) Active EF! Chapters or Groups; and 4) Contact persons where 
there is as yet no active EF! group. If you are interested in becoming 
active with the Earth First! movement, reach the folks listed for your 
area. 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal is an independent 
entity within the international Earth First! movement, and is not 
the newsletter of the Earth First! movement. It does, however, 
provide a forum for Earth Firstlers around the world. This directory 
is provided as a service to independent EF! groups. If you would like 
to be listed as a contact or as a group, PLEASE contact Bob Kaspar 
(305 N. Sixth St., Madison, WI 53704 (608)241-9426). Please send 
address changes or corrections to him also. If you do not have a 
phone number listed, please send it to him . Bob acts as coordinator 
for local EF! groups for the EF! movement. 

LOCAL NEWSLETTERS: Addresses marked with a produce 
either an Earth First! newsletter or regular mailings for their area or 
issue. Contact them directly to receive their newsletter or otherwise 
be on their mailing list. 


National EF! 

EF! ALASKA TASK FORCE 

POB 1019 San Raphael, CA 94915 

(41S) 824-3841 

EF! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT * 

Jasper Carlton 2365 Willard Road 
Parkersburg, WV 26101-9269 

Road Closure & Northern Rockies Coordinator 
Keith Hammer POB 2072 
Kallspell, MT 59903 (406)755-1379 

EF! DIRECT ACTION FUND 

Mike Roselle POB 210 Canyon, CA 94516 

(415)376-7329 

EF! ECO- V1DEOG RAPHE 

1409 21st Ave. San Francisco, CA 94122 

(415)753-1614 

EARTH FIRST! FOUNDATION 
POB 1683 Corvallis, OR 97339 

EF! GENETIC ALERT 
Andy Caffrey 

POB 2182 Berkeley, CA 94702 

EF! GRAZING TASK FORCE 
POB 5784 Tbcson, A Z 85703 

EF! GRIZZLY BEAR TASK FORCE 
POB 6151 Bozeman, MT 59715 

EF! INDEPENDENT ORGANIZER 
Roger Featherstone Box DB 
Blsbee, AZ 85603 (602)624-3196 

EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 
Canton Office 

Kris Sommervllle, business manager 
John Davis, editor 
POB 7 Canton, NY 13617 
(315)379-9940 

Tucson Office 

Nancy Zlerenberg, merchandising 
Dale TUrner, assistant editor 
POB 5871 TUcson, AZ 85703 
(602)622-1371 

EF! CONSENSUS TRAINING 
MB Nearing #341 Wolf Creek, OR 97497 

EF! OCEAN-DOLPHIN TASK FORCE 
POB 77062 

San Francisco, CA 94107-7062 

EF! RAINFOREST ACTON 
Bay Area Earth First! POB 83 
Canyon, CA 94516 (415)376-7329 

EF! REDWOOD ACTON TEAM (RAT) 

Greg King POB 1031 Redway, CA 95560 
(707)923-3097 

EF! WOLF ACTON NETWORK • 

Tom Skeele POB 6733 Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406)587-3356 

PAW (PRESERVE APPALACHIAN WILDERNESS) 
Jamie Sayen RFD 1, Box 530 
N. Stratford, NH 03590 (603)636-2952 

International 
EF! Groups 

AUSTRALIA 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Llsmore 
New South Wales 2480 Australia 
phone: 066-21-85-05 

Marianne Heynemann 

PO Box 256 Mitchem, 3132 Australia 

CANADA 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Paul Watson POB 48446 
Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 Canada 
(604)688 -SEAL 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053 Kamloops, BC Canada V2C6H2 

ONTARIO 
Eastern Canada EF! 

Mike Kaulbars POB 4612, Station E 
Ottawa, ONT K1S 5B6 Canada 

GERMANY 
Cynical Tormentors 
Redderwed 23 
2090 Wlnsen-Roedorf 
Federal Republic of Germany 

KENYA 

Environmental Liaison Centre (International) 
POB 72461 Nairobi, Kenya 
(254-2)24770/340849/336989 

MEXICO 


POLAND 

A. Janusz Korbel ul. Magi 21/3 
43-300 Blelsko-Blala Poland 

SCOTLAND 

Grant Collie c/o 1 1 Forth St Edinburgh, 
Scotland UK 

Fearghuls McKay 4 York Rd. Edinburgh, 
Scotland, UK 

SOUTH SWEDEN EF! 

R. •Rldgerascal' Wleringa, Dalslundsvagen 82, 
S-232 51 Akarp Sweden ph: (040) 46 18 63 

Local 

EF! Groups 

ALASKA EF! 

Michael Lewis POB 501 Valdez, AK 99686 
(907)835-5205 

ARIZONA EARTH FIRST! * 

Julia Swanson POB 3412 Tbcson, AZ 85722 
(602)792-2690 

Cheryl Bashaw CU Box 7893 
Flagstaff, AZ 86011 (602)523-3909 

Phoenix EF! 

Leslie Sellgren 10631 N. 15th Way #6 
Phoenix, AZ 85020 (602)395-0655 


CALIFORNIA EARTH FIRST! GROUPS 
Chico EF! 

Michele Miller POB 5625 Chico, CA 95927 
(916)894-7362 

Eastern Sierra EF! 

Sally Miller POB 22 Lee Vlnlng, CA 93541 
(619)647-6411 

American River EF! 

POB 805 Georgetown, CA 95634 
(916)333-1715 

Volcano EF! 

J. Sten Layman POB 1475 
Sutter Creek, CA 95685 
(209)223-2965 

LOS ANGELES EARTH FIRST! 

POB 4381 North Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818)905-0583 (805)499-7183 

Orange County EF! 

POB 28318 Santa Ana, CA 92799 
(714)494-6349(Henry) 

LA Rainforest Action Committee 
POB 34427 Los Angeles, CA 90034 
(213)839-4247 

NORTHCOAST CALIFORNIA EF! GROUPS 
Northcoast California EF! * 

POB 368 Bayslde, CA 95524 
Larry Evans (707)826-7501 
Bill Devall (707)677-3914 

Laytonvllle EF! 

POB 372 Laytonvllle, CA 95454 
(707)984-8263 

Sonoma County EF! 

Pam Davis POB 7544 

Santa Rosa, CA 95407 (707)523-1229 

South Humboldt EF! 

Darryl Chemey & Greg King c/o POB 34 
GarbervlUe, CA 95440 (707)943-3788 

Ukiah EF! 

Judl Bari 106 West Standley 
Ukiah, CA 95470 (707)485-0478 
Betty Ball (707)468-1660 

SAN DIEGO EARTH FIRST! * 

Claude Mathis POB 311 
Encinitas, CA 92024 (619)942-8069 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY EF! * 

Karen Pickett POB 83 Canyon, CA 945 16 
(415)376-7329 

Daniel Barron & Brian Gaffney POB 411233 
San Francisco, CA 94141 (415)824-3841 

Santa Barbara/Isla Vista EF! 6639 Abrego 
Goleta, CA 93117 (805)685-0183 

Santa Cruz EF! * 

Karen DeBraal POB 344 

Santa Cruz, Ca 95061 (408)425-8094 

South Bay EF! 

Rick Bemardl POB 20803 

San Jose, CA 95160 (408)927-0274 


COLORADO EARTH FIRST! * 
Walkabout Newsletter 
POB 1166 Boulder, CO 80306 

Scott Sala 1141 Emerson St. 
Denver, CO 80203 (303)831-6093 

Michael Robinson POB 12243 
Boulder; CO 80303 


Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

Colorado Sprlngs/Manitou Springs EF! 

Becky Elder POB 861 

Manltou Springs, CO 80829 (719)685-4257 

CONNECTICUT EF! 

Trap Rock EF! POB 3856 Amity Station 
New Haven, CT 06525 (203)387-5851 

FLORIDA EARTH FIRST! * 

POB 13864 Gainesville, FL 32604 
(904)371-8166 

Big Bend EF! * 

Mike Schoelen POB 20582 
Tallahassee, FL 32316 (904)224-6782 

HAWAII EARTH FIRST! 

c/o Paul Faulsdch 1777 East-West Rd. 

Honolulu, HI 96848 

IOWA EARTH FIRST! 

Tfcllgrass Prairie EF! Hal Rowe 

722 Wes twin ds Dt #3 

Iowa City, IA 52246 (319)354-6674 

MAINE EARTH FIRST! 

Gary Lawless Gulf of Maine Books 
61 Main St Brunswick, ME 04011 
(207)729-5083 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Connectlcutt Valley EF! 

POB 298 Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 
(413)625-8279 

Glacial Erratic (Newsletter) 

Mike Zwlkelmaler RR1 Box 393 
Sharon, VT 05065 

MICHIGAN 

Wapln' 

Bob Treemore 3575 Junior Dr. 

Pinckney, MI 48169 (313)878-3805 

MIDWEST HEADWATERS EF! 

Hank Bruse 235 Travis Drive 

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 (715)423-5636 

Paul Rechten 7405 Shields Rd. 

Harvard, IL 60033 (815)943-4178 

Chicago EF! 

POB 6424 Evanston, IL 60204 
(312)281-0599 - Gina 

Southern Illinois EF! 

POB 1059 Edwardsville, IL 62026-1059 
(618)692-3246 

Twin Cities EF! 

Kurt Seaberg 2208 16th Av. S. #2 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 (612)722-5022 

MISSOURI EARTH FIRST! 

The Gateway EF! Tribe POB 1961 
St. Louis, MO 631 18 (3 14)752-501 1 

Big River EF! POB 189 Pacific, MO 63039 
Orin Langelle (314)257-2437 
A. Woodtree (314)776-3390 

Kansas CltyEF! 

Mark Swan holm 

POB 10213 Kansas City, MO 64111 

NEW MEXICO EARTH FIRST! 

Brad Lagorio * 2405 Meadow Rd SW 
Albuquerque, NM 87105 (505)873-0299 

Ganges Wilson Drawer W 
Taos, NM 87571 (505)758-4899 

Upper Rio Grande EF! 

Gary Schlffmlller POB 8659 
Santa Fe, NM 87504 (505)984-1428 

NEW YORK EARTH FIRST! 

Finger Lakes EF! 

Caren Smiley 

POB 101 Ithaca, NY 14851 

Greater Adirondack Bioreglon EF! 
Snaggletooth 1 125 Phoenix Ave. 
Schenectady, NY 12308 
(518)374-6592 

Long Island EF! 

PO Box 812, Huntington, NY 11743 
(516)424-6499 

NORTH CAROLINA EARTH FIRST! • 

Blue Ridge Earth First! 

Bob Carglle/Val Muehlhausen 
61 Church St. *202 Asheville, NC 28801 

OHIO EARTH FIRST! 

Scioto River Group Steve Moore POB 91 
Greencamp, OH 43322 (614)528-2517 

Black Swamp EF! OHIO S.E.C.T. 

Rick B. Van Landing ham III c/o Office of 
Student Activities, Student Union Rm 3518 
University of Toledo, 2801 W. Bancroft St 
Toledo, OH 43606 

OberlinEF! c/o Bill Flelg 

OCMR Box 874 Oberlin, OH 44074 

(216)775-5588 

OREGON EARTH FIRST! 

Portland EF! POB 13765 
Portland, OR 97213 (503)232-3282 

EF! Siskiyou 
Bobcat POB 212 

Williams, OR 97544 (503) 846-7342 

Southern Willamette EF! 

Barry Martin/Karen Wood POB 10384 
Eugene, OR 97440 (503) 726-4738 

PENNSYLVANIA EF! 

Three Rivers EF!/TREES! c/o deh'Airte 

322 Mall Blvd. #128 Monroeville, PA 15146 

(412)795-2542 

TEXAS EARTH FIRST! * 

Christl Stevens POB 7292 University Station 
Austin, TX 78713 (512)320-0413 

East Ttexas EF! 

Dave Burkart Rt 3, Box 1 14 
Cleveland, TX 77327 (713)592-7664 

VERMONT EF! 

Erik Sohlberg RR1, Box 80-A 

East Corinth, VT 05040 (802)439-6266 

VIRGINIA/DC EARTH FIRST! 

Robert F. Mueller Rt 1 Box 250 
Staunton, VA 24401 (703)885-6983 

Appalachian EF! * 

Ernie Reed Box 309 

Nellysford, VA 22958 (804)361-9036 

Virginia Highlands EF! * 

c/o Brenda Vest POB 40 Goshen, VA 24439 


UVA EF! 

Ellis 142 Webb, Station #2 
University of Virginia 
Charlottsville, VA 22904-0030 


WASHINGTON EARTH FIRST! GROUPS 
Cheetwoot EF! 

POB 10147 Olympia, WA 98502 

Columbia Plateau EF! 

Brian Barry 222 N. 29th 
Yakima, WA 98902 (509)452-8074 

Okanogan Highlands EF! 

POB 361 Republic, WA 99166 

Olympic Peninsula EF! 

Robin McMillan 

POB 368 Port Townsend, WA 98368 

Seattle EF!/Washlngton EF!* 

George Draffan 

POB 95316 Seattle, WA 98145 

Shuksan EF! 

Tony Van Gessel 

POB 773, Bellingham, WA 98227 

Southwestern WA EF! 

Rory Bowman 

POB 202 Vancouver, WA 98666-0202 
Walla Walla WA EF! 

Environmental House Whitman College 
Walla Walla, WA 99362 (509)527-5738 


WILD ROCKIES EF!* 

Jake Jagoff POB 7891 Missoula, MT 59807 

Yellowstone EF! 

Randall Restless Box 6151 
Bozeman, MT 59715 (406)587-3356 

Wyoming EF! 

655 North Cedar Laramie, WY 82070 

Local 

EF! Contacts 

ALASKA 

Eric Holle POB 1324 Haines, AK 99827 
ARIZONA 

Gristle POB 1525 Prescott, AZ 86302 

Friends of the Owls/Karl Montana 
POB 10420 Prescott, AZ 86304 

Student Environmental Network 
POB 2294, Prescott, AZ. 86302 

CALIFORNIA 

Dakota Sid Clifford POB 637 
Cedar Ridge, CA 95924 (916)273-7186 

Louis Ellseo 5579 Medea Valley Dr. 

Agoura Hills, CA 91301 (818)991-4769 

Glenn Parton POB 123 
Shasta, CA 96087 (916)241-7340 

C.T. White 1959 Lake Blvd. #242 
Davis, CA 95616 

Wind River 260 Ashley Ave. #15 
Woodland, CA 95695 (916)668-1409 

DELAWARE/MARYLAND 

Greg DeCowsky Upper Shore Ecology Center 

POB 71 Georgetown, MD 21930 

(301)275-8091 

FLORIDA 

Black Rhino Vegetarian Soc. 

Ma Vynee O. Betsch 

Rt 3, Box 292 American Beach, FL 32034 

Pan c/o 1507 Edgevale Rd. 

Fort Pierce, FL 34982 (305)466-0833 

HAWAII 

Greenpeace Hawaii POB 10909 
Hilo, HI 96721 (808)935-0770 

INDIANA 

B.Y.R.D. 101 Crawford St. #308 
Terre Haute, IN 47807 

KANSAS 

Mountain Yarrow 214 Neosho 
Emporia, KS 66801 (316)342-1621 


Don Yockey Rt. 1, Box 906 
Soldier, KS 66540 (913)834-2431 

LOUISIANA 
ARKLATEX EF! 

c/o Eddie W. Hand 504 W. Louisiana #4 
Ruston, LA 71270 (318)251-2580 

MARYLAND/ DC 

Leonard J. Kerpelman 2403 W. Rogers 
Baltimore, MD 21209 (301)367-8855 

Rick Ostrander 6135 Camelback Lane 
Columbia, MD 21045 (301)596-3978 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Attlcus Finch 358 Dorchester St. #3 

Boston, MA 02127-2735 

Andrew Power 1874 Commonwealth Ave. #7 
Brighton, MA 02135 

MICHIGAN 

Martin Leverenz 3553 David K. St. 

Waterford, MI 48095 (313)623-9433 

MINNESOTA 

John Petroskas 471 Frontier 

701 Fulton SE Minneapolis, MN 55455-0399 

MISSOURI 

Sue Skidmore 1364 S. Plaza 
Springfield, MO 65804 (417)882-2947 

Herb Simon 1007 E. Sixth, Holden, MO 64040 
(816) 732-6400 (w) 732-4954 (h) 

NEBRASKA 

David Langston 839 S. 15th 
Lincoln, NE 68508 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Lawrence H. St.Laurent Jr. 

POB 14-Annex Concord, NH 03301 

NEW YORK 

Gary Bennett 127 Vassar St 
Rochester, NY 14607 (716)461-0797 

Geeskaenh c/o Johnson RR1 Box 280 
Barker Rd., T\illy NY 13159 (315)696-6199 

OHIO 

Ohio Valley EF! 

Brian & Theresa Hagemann 

529 Riddle Rd. Cincinnati, OH 45220 

(513)961-3660 

Clint Holley III 28410 S. Bridge Clr. 

Westlake, OH 44145 (216)892-7891 

OKLAHOMA 

Lynette Setzkom 914 South Pittsburg, 

Tulsa, OK 74112 (918) 834-1759 

OREGON 

Desert Dog 1245 NW Newport 
Bend, OR 97701 (503)388-8927 

Kalmiopsls EF! POB 1444 
Cave Junction, OR 97523 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Antoinette Dwinga 

842 Library Ave. Carnegie, PA 15106 

Tom 'Blgfoot* Byers 1075 Steuben St. #2 
Pittsburgh, PA 15220(412)921-8269 

David Hafer c/o Otzinachson 
POB 65 Lewlsburg, PA 17837 
(717)523-3107 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Joseph Allawos 99 St. Philip St. #107 

Charleston, SC 29403 

TENNESSEE 

Kim Pllarski Turner 2015 Ford Lane 
Knoxville, TN 37920 (615) 577-1257 

TEXAS 

William Larson 9122 Oak Downs Road 
San Antonio, TX 78230 (512)342-2520 

Nikki McDonald POB 670719 
Dallas, TX 75367 (214)739-1248 

VIRGINIA 

Larry Holish 410 Rldgeview Apts. 

Blacksburg, VA 24060 (703)951-9155 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Vince Packard POB 65 Myra, WV 25544 


Eco- Solar Ave. Eugenia 1510 Col. Narvarte 
Mexico 03020 D.F. Mexico 
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USUAL DISGUSTING PLEA FOR MONEY 

The Earth First! movement runs on your financial support. We don't need 
as much as other groups since we are grassroots, volunteer, decentralized and 
have low overhead. Moreover, you get to select where your hard-earned 
money goes. Don't send your contributions to this newspaper, send them 
directly to one of these hard working groups: 

*Earth First! Foundation, POB 1683 Corvallis, OR 97339 (contributions to 
the Foundation are tax-deductible) 

•Arizona Earth First!, POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
•Bay Area Earth First!, POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

•EF! Biodiversity Project, Jasper Carlton, 2365 Willard Road, Parkersburg, 
WV 26101-9269 (Contributions to the EF! Foundation earmarked for the 
Biodiversity Project are tax -deductible.) 

*EF! Ocean-Dolphin Task Force POB 77062 San Francisco, CA 94107-7062 
•Colorado Earth First!, Box 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
•Florida Earth First!, POB 13864, Gainesville, FL 32604 
•Grazing Task Force, POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
•Humboldt County Earth First!, POB 34, Garberville, CA 95440 
*Los Angeles Earth First!, POB 4381, North Hollywood, CA 91607 
•Midwest Headwaters Earth First!, POB 516, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
•New Mexico Earth First!, 456 Amado St, Santa Fe, NM 87501 
•Nomadic Action Group, POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
•Ohio Earth First!, POB 91, Greencamp, OH 43322 
•PAW (Preserve Appalachian Wilderness), POB 36, Jefferson, NH 03583 
•Portland Earth First!, POB 13765, Portland, OR 97213 
•Santa Cruz Earth First!, POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA95061 
•Southern Willamette Earth First!, POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
•Texas Earth First!, POB 7292, University Station, Austin, TX 78713 
•Virginians for Wilderness, Route 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 24401 
•Washington Earth First!, POB 2962, Bellingham, WA 98227 
•Wild Rockies Earth First!, c/o 834 Sherwood, Missoula, MT 59802 
•Wolf Action Network, HCR 79, POB 1046, Crowley Reservoir, CA 93546 
•Yellowstone Earth First!, Box 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
This fundraising appeal is placed as a service to the Earth First! movement. 
THANK YOU for your support! 



EF! 

BULLETINS 

WALL STREET ACTION. On Monday April 
23, the day after Earth Day, people from 
across the country will meet to shut down 
Wall Street! We will fill the streets with 
people, disrupting "business as usual" with 
our own Celebration of Life. We will bring 
costumes, music, theater, and trees as well as 
symbols of corporate waste. Affinity groups 
prepared in nonviolent direct action will 
blockade the Stock Exchange and other 
centers of corporate plunder. For informa- 
tion contact POB 1 128, Old Chelsea Station, 
NY, NY 10011; 201-846-5934 or 617-629- 
9782. 

WICHITA RESCUE THE EARTH RALLY. 
This year's rally will be held on Sunday 
afternoon April 22 at the Vulcan/Racon 
chemical complex, a major CFC producer. 
The Rally is being organized by Green Wic- 
hita Alliance and other local environmental- 
ists. For information call 316-522-1569 or 
683-0387 or522-4741 or write Pat Eytchison, 
Rescue the Earth Rally Committee, 3908 
Greenwood, Wichita, KS 67216. 

GABEF! Plans. Greater Adirondacks Bi- 
oregion EF! is planning the following events: 
April 1, completion of EF!'s Adirondack 
Wilderness Proposal; April 28, meeting 
in Schenectady, NY; Earth Week, local edu- 
cational presentations throughout state; 
May 18-20, GABEF! Rendezvous and Ned 
Ludd day. For information, write or call 
GABEF! contact Tom Carney (see Directory). 

COMPUTER NEEDED. The EF! Biodiversity 
Project desperately needs a Mac computer 
system in order to remain effective in its 
campaign for preserving biodiversity. The 
Project needs a Mac Plus orSE with hard disc 
drive and Imagewriter II printer. If you can 
help the Project with a donation of either 
money or a new or used system, please con- 
tact Keith Hammer at POB 2072, Kalispell, 
MT 59901 or 406-755-1379. 

DESERT CONFERENCE. The annual Desert 
Conference will be held May 4-6 at the 


Malheur Field Station south of Bums, Ore- 
gon. This marks the 12th time conservation- 
ists from Idaho, Oregon, and Nevada have 
met to enjoy desert field trips and presenta- 
tions by scientists, artists, and conservation 
leaders. Workshops will focus on cyanide 
leach mining, public land withdrawals by 
the military, livestock grazing, and citizens 
proposals for protection of threatened 
wildlands. Room and board are provided at 
low cost; all participants must pre-register. 
For information and registration forms, 
contact Desert Conference XII, POB 732, 
Mtn. Home, ID 83647. 

THE LAST OF THE ANCIENT FORESTS. 
Oregon ecologist and educator Sharon 
Teague will tour with slides and stories about 
the ancient forests of the Pacific Northwest 
this spring. Her talk will be on the ecology 
and politics of ancient forests, and what 
concerned people can do. The talk is free but 
donations are welcome. Some dates are still 
available; to schedule a show call Sharon or 
Grant at 503-683-3663. 

(sponsor abbreviations: AS = Audubon Soci- 
ety chapter; SC = Sierra Club chapter; NPS = 
Native Plant Society chapter) 

California and Oregon schedule: 

April 3, eve, Los Angeles, UCLA, Bruin Rain- 
forest Action Group 

4-5, 7 PM, Claremont, Claremont College, 
Bauer Auditorim (AS) 

4-6, 7:30 PM, Van Nuys, Senior Center, 5040 
Van Nuys Blvd (AS) 

4-7, eve, San Luis Obispo, Planetary Survival 
Alliance 

4-10, 7 PM, Cordelia, CTA Bldg, 475 1 Central 
Way (AS) 

4-11, 7:30 PM, Modesto, Great Valley Mu- 
seum Annex (AS) 

4-16, eve, Sacramento, Sacramento State U 
(SQ 

4-17, noon, Davis, UC Davis (TROFIC) 

4-17, 7:30 PM, Stockton, Central United 
Methodist Church (AS) 

4-19, 1:30 PM, Eugene, U of OR 
Northeast and Upper Midwest schedule: 
4-25, 7 PM, Boston, First and Second Church 
4-27, eve, Keene, NH, Antioch New England 
(college) 

4- 28, 2 PM, Norwich, VT, Montshire Mu- 
seum 

May 1, eve, Albany, NY, NY Audubon Society 

5- 2, eve, Amherst, MA, Institute fora Sustain- 


able Society 

5-8, 4:15 PM, Easton, PA, Lafayette College 
5-9, eve, Hamilton, NY, Colgate U 
5-10, eve, Buffalo, NY, State University of NY 
5-12, aft, Dayton, OH, Aullwood Audubon 
Center & Farm 

5-13, mom, Rocky River, OH, Westshore 
Unitarian Church 

5-19, 7 PM, Chicago, N Park Village, 5801 N 
Pulaski Rd (AS) 

HOBOS FROM HELL. People wanting to 
hop trains to the RRR should write Hobos 
from Hell, POB 2497, Santa Cruz, CA 95063. 
You'll receive freight maps, a how-to article 
and possibly names of others in your area 
who might want to boxcar-pool for the trip. 

ENVIRONMENTAL FILMS AND TAPES 
WANTED. Media Network, a national non- 
profit information clearinghouse on social 
issues media, will publish a guide to media 
resources on the environment this spring. 
We seek information about environmental 
films and videotapes. Send written materials 
only ASAP to Media Network, 121 Fulton St, 
5th Floor, New York, NY 10038; 212-619- 
3455. Preview tapes will be requested later. 

Ozarks EF! to build Phantom Forest. For 
Earth Day, Ozarks EF! will build a tree sculp- 
ture out of phone books to represent the trees 
killed for newspaper printing. They need 
help putting together the sculpture and 
explaining its message. Call Sue at (4 1 7) 882- 
2947. 

ABBEY DOCUMENTARY FILM. Joshua 
Abbey is looking for any film, video- or 
audio-tape of Edward Abbey to use in a forth- 
coming documentary film. Contact Joshua 
at 1375 Lucile Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90026, 
(213) 665-3815. 

JOHN SIRKIS will appear at the following 
Earth Week events: 

APRIL 17 - U of O, Eugene, evening 
19 - OSU, Corvallis, noon 

21 - TESC, Olympia, afternoon 

22 - Lewis Sc Clark College, Portland, 
afternoon 

Student Action for Clean Air. On April 2, 
the Student Environmental Action Coalition 
is sponsoring a national action for clean air 


in front of the US Capitol. The rally will 
pressure members of Congress to stop com- 
promising our rights to clean air, and will be 
followed by lobbying for a strong Clean Air 
Act. For more info, contact: SEAC - UNC, 
(919) 962-0888. 

LOU GOLD. One of the country's strongest 
voices for the old growth forests, Lou Gold 
will appear in the following places this 
spring. For more info, contact the Siskiyou 
Project, (503) 249-2958. 

March 26 - Community Event, Madison, WI 
27 -Plum Creek Nature Center, Beecher, 
IL 

29 - Carleton College, Northfield, MN 
31 - Florida Theatre, Gainesville, FL 
(benefit with River Phoenix, Dana Lyons, 
and others) 

April 9 - Willamette Univ., Salem, OR 

10 - Washington State Univ., Pullman, 
WA 

1 1 - American Univ., Washington, DC 

12 - George Mason College, Fairfax, VA 

13 -Nat'l Wildlife Federation, Washing- 
ton, DC 

16 - Wesleyan Univ., Middletown, CT 

17 - Bristol Community College, Fall 
River, MA 

18 - Cleveland State Univ., Cleveland, 
OH 

19 - Community Event, Ann Arbor, MI 

20 - Albion College, Albion, MI 

22 - Chicago Earth Day 

23 - Franklin Marshall College, Lancas- 
ter, PA 

24 - Rutgers Univ., NJ 

25 - Princeton Univ., NJ 

26 - Trenton State College, Trenton, NJ 

27 - Lafayette College, Easton, PA 

28 - Raritan Valley CC, NJ 

May 1 - Univ. of Illinois Chicago Circle 
7 - Evergreen State College, Olympia, 
WA 

SEA SHEPHERD LOOKING FOR CREW. 
Captain Paul Watson is seeking fearless crew- 
members and handy hands for this summer's 
drift net campaign. See detaTs on page 10. 


1990 ROUND RIVER RENDEZVOUS 


WILD ROCKIES WILDERNESSFEST 
JULY 9-15 GRAYELLEY RANGE 
GREATER YELLOWSTONE ECOSYSTEM, MONTANA 


Time to rekindle the green fire for an- 
other year of battles for the Water Planet. 
This time EF! will gather in the Greater Yel- 
lowstone Ecosystem, Wild Rockies, Turtle 
Island. Some of you have received a letter 
from Jake Jagoff announcing July 2-8 as the 
dates. The actual dates are July 9-15, as 
decided by the 1990 RRR Committee. The 
confusion resulted from Jagoff being in Mor- 
dor (D.C.), and a lack of communication. 
Sorry for any inconvenience, but a conven- 
ient life is a boring one. The theme of this 
year’s RRR, besides the standard one of De- 
fend The Wilderness At Any Cost, is NO 
CONTROL. Die RRR Committee assumes no 
responsibility for any bizarre activity at the 
gathering and will not attempt to guide the 
course of events there. This is again despite 
Jagoffs missive which states that “...any- 
thing that prevents EF! from defending wil- 
derness, biodiversity and those brave folks 
engaged in this struggle does not belong and 
will not be tolerated at the 1990 RRR.” 
Lighten up Jake. However, be advised that 
the reason for this gathering and all the hard 
work and travel involved is Defending Wil- 
derne ss, Biodiversi t y, and Pl a net Earth. 
Pleasegoilsewhere it your mission is to hang 
out with a hip cro wd, disrupt the gathering, 


worship crystals! or infiltrate. 


Down to brass spikes: 


'/ Workshops: If you want to lead a workshop 
! or provide a forum for an issue, send your 
proposal to Mike Stabler, 2845 Elm, Boulder, 
[I CO 80303 ASAP. If you have a specific date 
and/or time in mind tell Mike and you wil 1 be 
scheduled. All topics are welcome but keep 
in mind the purpose of the RRR! There will 
be an open schedule sign-up board at the 
RRR. 


Rally July 13-14 Friday morning to Saturday 
afternoon. All performers get the same 
amount of time. No one will receive special 
invitations or be paid, expenses or otherwise. 
We will operate with a lottery system. All 
names go into a hat, and a certain number 
are to be drawn according to how much time 
is available. No draw, no play unless some- 
one wants to switch with you. There will be 
an open stage for your favorite swingers 
Saturday night. Anyone can play at evening 
campfires. Write to Jake to let him know you 
are coming if you plan to perform, and what 
equipment you are bringing or will need: 
Jake Jagoff, c/o the Ecology Center, 137 E. 
Main, Missoula, MT 59802. 


Other events: Considering that the War 
Dance was a high point of last year's RRR, it 
would be great to have another. We all need 
to get down and boogy in the dust in the true 
pagan. Earth-l oving, naked and painted 
tribal tradition. Will someone coordinate it, 


if such a thing can be coordinated? And 
beware: the Mudhead Kachinas will be 
very visible attendance. ! 


Trash: For anyone who didn’t hear, all the 
rubbish that was supposed to be recycled 
from last year's RRR got thrown away be- 
cause people mixed it all up and left a huge 
mess and an incredible headache for the 
Committee. Therefore everyone is respon- 
sible for their own crap. Pack it in, pack it 
out. Simple. Maps to local recyclers will be 
available. Try not to bring any glass. Bring 
a minimum of containers and potential 
rubbish! Reduce and reuse! 


Refreshments: Bring homebrew if you make 
it! We hope to be able to provide kegs of 
locally brewed beer. If you plan to imbibe 
bring your own mug. Again, avoid bringing 
any glass and minimize aluminum. 


Dogs are discouraged from attending and 
should ask their humans to leave them at 
home. If you must bring your mutt you are 
responsible to see that it is kept in control, 
does not bark, does not crap everywhere, 
doesn't get in fights or bite people, harass 
wildlife, etc. 


Medical people are needed — contact the 
Committee to volunteer for a shift in the 
med tent and offer other assistance. We may 
need someone (preferably an M.D. or R.N.) to 
coordinate the tent and advise on what 
supplies are needed. We also need big tents. 
Offer them if you can. 


Children: Have fewer of them. Beyond that, x 
Ipa rents or others are needed to coordinate a 
(children's area with a tent/tarp, schedule/ 
sitters, provide toys and art supplies, etc.' 
[Contact the Committee, _ 


Rides: National ride coordinators are Tom 
and Carla, POB 6733, Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-9607. Contact them if you need a 
ride or can volunteer to be a regional coordi- 
nator. Regional contacts will be published 
with the map of the site if available. 

Vending: The Committee will try to limit 
sales of trinkets and such to those raising 
money for EF! activities — who are welcome. 
Gee-gaw peddlers trying to line their own 
pockets will be encouraged to contribute to 
the Committee to help cover RRR expenses. 

Site: We are narrowing down the site in the 
Gravelleys. It may be exclusively walk-in. If 
you are handicapped and cannot get in 
under your own power contact the Commit- 
tee and we will arrange a way for you to get 
in. Jagoff will carry you! The climate will be 
unpredictable— the site may be above 8000 
feet and anything from 90 degrees to snow is 


possible. Bring enough clothing and a good 
tent! With any luck we will publish a map to 
the site in the May 1 Journal. 

Money: There is a $25 dollar fee for the RRR: 
cheaper than Club Med and a better antidote 
to civilization! Try to pay with cash. 

T-shirts: We need designs. Send proposals 
to the Ecology Center by May 15 (address 
under Rally) We will select 4 designs and will 
set up a silk-screening operation at the RRR 
to print shirts to order! Send one-color, 
simple designs with bold lines. They should 
be black ink on white paper, maximum 
width 11 inches, length up to 18 inches. 

I'll sum up with a statement from Jake's 
memo: "As always, the rally will play a 
pivotal role in focusing the energy and vision 
of 500 assorted EF!ers (give or take a few FBI 
agents) into concerted, meaningful action. 
It's especially crucial this year, given recent 
events in Arizona, Montana, Washington 
and elsewhere (not to mention the accelerat- 
ing demise of the Biosphere), to use the 
momentum of the RRR to create more coor- 
dinated, effective actions/campaigns 
throughout the year". 

Contact the RRR Committee at: POB6151, 
Bozeman, MT 59715 
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STARTING A LOCAL GROUP 


Some Thoughts from One Who's Done It 


Have you been reading the EF! Journal 
for a few months or years, thinking you really 
ought to get more involved? Have you actu- 
ally tried to start a local group, only to find a 
depressing lack of environmental direction 
in your community? Here are a few rumina- 
tions from one overworked, undercover, 
approaching middle-aged eco-warrior — 
maybe they'll give you some ideas. (Since 
I’m from the East, I’ve naturally got an East- 
ern bias •— also, because EF! has a much 
shorter track record in the East than out 
under the big sky, I've been thinking about 
he need for getting Eastern groups under 
w ay. about the inherent differences in our 
issues, and about differing strategies.) 

Getting a group going is easier than you 
might think. It only takes a couple people to 
make a stir in a community, if you know how 
to do it. I've been reasonably effective in 
bringing EF! messages to central New York, 
working with just a few friends, despite a full- 
time job , family obligations, and an inability 
to drink anything alcoholic. Let me tell you 
about how I got started: 

I've been "officially’' active for only 
>out a year. I’m a long-time Abbey fan, read 
:J1 about Hayduke and Bonnie the year the 
x>k came out, but didn't know about EF! 
groups until the spring of 1988. Then, in 
January 89, 1 attended an EF! workshop at the 
Rowe Conference Center in the Massachu- 
setts Berkshires. The workshop was run by 
Dave Foreman, with the assistance of Jamie 
. n of Preserve Appalachian Wilderness. 

weekend was inspiring, especially 

> 1 s impassioned speeches — he told us 
ho w EF! got started, explained the concepts 
or biocentrism and deep ecology, and gave us 
many tips for action. One of those tips stood 
out. I took it to heart, and you should too. 
Dave said, "When an issue needs your atten- 
tion, don't feel that you must wait until you 
kno w exactly whatto do. It'llbetoo late. Just 
do something. One thing will lead to an- 
other, and you'll be off." 

I got back to New York fired up and 
ready for action. What to do? Well, it just so 
happened that another person from my area, 
Caren, had recently started weekly EF! meet- 
ings. The first two had been attended by up 
to 60 people. I went to meeting number 
three. 

What a disappointment! I live in a 
pretty environmentally aware community, 
home to activists of all sorts, so I figured folks 
would be there with all kinds of issues. They 
weren't. In fact, they all seemed to be waiting 
for someone to tell them what to do. 
"Teacher, what's our assignment?" Or, far 
worse, "When are we going to trash a bull- 
dozer?" 

Soon the meetings petered out, with 
virtually nothing accomplished. But Caren 
and I were determined that EF! and the 
concepts of deep ecology would insinuate 
themselves into the local consciousness. So, 
we did two things. 

First, we gave an "interview" with a 
local weekly paper. Newspapers are always 
looking for news, and this one was delighted 
to get some "inside information" on the 
radical and controversial environmental 
group famous for spiking trees out West. We 
concentrated on questions about deep ecol- 
ogy and wilderness issues. The article was 
well written, and made folks aware that EF! 
had come to central New York. 

Second, we picked a local issue and got 
EF! involved. We had just learned that the 
New York State Parks Commission wanted to 
build a picnic ground on the only remaining 
wild section of the south shore of one of our 
state's beautiful Finger Lakes. I knew the 
area, had birdwatched often there, and was 
damned if it was to be turned into a hot-dog 
grillery. So, to get people thinking about the 
issue, we obtained a copy of the map show- 
ing the park commission's proposal, then 
scheduled an EF! bird walk in the area one 
Saturday morning. We figured we'd show 
people the beauty and ecological diversity of 
the area, then point out where the roads, 
parking lots, and picnic tables would go. We 
sent notices of the event to the local papers, 
all of which printed them. 

Hardly anybody came. But that didn't 
really matter — because along with our no- 
tices, we had included a brief explanation of 
the issue and why EF! was concerned about 
it. Therefore, even local folks who didn't 
attend our hike were aware of the state park's 
proposal and knew that EF! was against it and 
cared enough abou t the issue to initiate some 
action. 

Next, and this is very important, we 
gathered background information on the 
issue. We contacted local ornithologists for 
Information on historical and current bird- 
life in the area. We talked to members of our 
county environmental management council 
and got the history of the issue. Then, when 
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we were sure of our facts, we prepared an EF! 
position statement on the park 
commission’s proposal. We sent letters 
about the proposal to the local papers, dis- 
tributed the position statement at the local 
farmer's market, went to a town meeting to 
voice our concerns ... and started a ground- 
swell of interest! 

At the next town meeting, when the 
proposal came up for a vote before the town 
council, over 25 folks appeared to protest the 
development, most of whom I'd never even 
seen before ! As a result of our articulate, anti- 
development stance, the vote was postponed 
pending further study, and it now seems that 
we may have a chance to stop the develop- 
ment completely. Of course EF! can’t take all 
the credit for this show of support, but when 
we began working on the issue, other local 
environmentalists told us it was hopeless. 

Now, you might think: "So what. 
Couldn't the local Sierra Club have done the 
same thing? Where were the pickets, the 
demonstrations, the tree spikes?" True, it’s 
not a very dramatic story. But the local Sierra 
Club wasn't involved. And if they had been, 
they probably would have looked for a 
compromise plan. We didn’t. We drew the 
line and said, "Stay out of this area; no 
development, period." And we may just get 
our way, because more and more, public 
sentiment is with us. 

My point: EF! is more than pickets and 
demonstrations. It's an attitude — no more 
compromise! And there are so many ways to 
get this message across. There are definitely 
times and places for demonstrations. We 
may need one yet on ourpicnic ground issue. 
But even more important is becoming in- 
formed and articulate on issues, then 
countering development with no-compro- 
mise, deep ecology messages at every junc- 
ture. And we can do this constantly, through 
letters to editors, position statements, talks 
at meetings, wherever there's an opportu- 
nity to speak out. So even if you're not a 
spike-wielding demonstrator, this move- 
ment has a crucial place for you. 

Also important, especially for a group 
just getting started, is concentrating on local 
issues and using tactics appropriate to those 
issues. Using a newspaper in Massachusetts 
to discuss tree spiking in Oregon, for ex- 
ample, may not be the best use of your time 


There is a certain penetrating sadness in 
the eyes of a wild life peering through wire 
mesh. Eyes long-tired from searching for the 
opening that must lie somewhere in a comer 
of the cage. Even if it isn't there, may as well 
keeplookin. Nothin else to do ...but die. But 
good pets don't die. They remain alive and 
interesting for the pleasure of their captors 
until they are sold or traded for plastic dishes, 
gospel tapes or used tools at the critter flea 
market. May even be traded for a different 
critter. Different critter. Same eyes. Lookin. 

Wanna buy a fox snake? How about a 
baby lion to keep in your garage? Couple of 
coons to train your dogs with? Wood ducks, 
30 bucks a pair, already pinioned. How 
about a case of bobwhite quail or just a 12- 
pack. Gotcha covered. You can even buy a 
wallaby or a coati. Thousands of wild lives, 
and domestics too, for sale or trade. 

At the market one October, I came 
across a 4 month old female possum in a 
shoe box. What? Only S bucks for this 
champion of successful evolution. Five 
bucks to release another Didelphls to the 
plastic-plagued Ohio countryside? "Goin 
home" I said. 

"What?” 

"I was talkin to the possum." 

Home to the sycamore-lined banks of 
the wounded Scioto to begin the process of 
introduction to the wild. Named her Jan, 
after a friend of mine. My friend said she was 
insulted. The possum said nothing. 

Jan grew quickly on King Kuts and 
apples and by December was ready to meet 
other possums. By May she had a nest of 
straw and 5 wriggling tails hanging out of her 
pouch. Today she and her offspring claim 
the trees and run the rat tunnels, gray-ghost 
predators of the quiet night. 

Then there was the coyote. Brought to 
the critter flea market in a cage so narrow it 
couldn't lie down. Ribs stickin out like a 
picket fence; 25 bucks. Goin home! 

Two months and two chickens later it 
went with me and Joe Uglyfish to Mohican 
State Forest. Off like a rocket, through the 
snow. Never looked back. Home. 

Flea market special: southern flying 


when there are major issues right in your 
community that do not require tree spiking. 
I say this based on another experience I had 
in getting the EF! word out in New York: I 
wrote an article about the recent arrests of 
the Arizona Four which was also published 
by one of our local weeklies. I felt it impor- 
tant to publish an EF! version of the story, 
since the popular media version is so dis- 
torted. I'm glad 1 did, but in writing the 
article, I may have come on stronger than 
was necessary to make my point. This led to 
a debate, via letters to the editor, about the 
merits of monkeywrenching which was 
probably counterproductive, My time 
would have been better spent working on 
another local issue. 

Now, I'm not saying we need to water 
down our credo or our tactics. But I am 
saying that we need to match the tactics to 
the job at hand, especially in the East where 
Earth First! is still getting started. Many of 
the issues are different in the East than in the 
West, and so is public sentiment. Out West 
we’re trying to save our remaining wilder- 
ness; in much of the East we're trying to save 
big woodlots. Here in central New York we 
have no Burr Tails about to be paved, no old- 
growth Douglas-firs to be trashed. The cor- 
rupt federal agencies — US Forest Service, 
National Park Service — are less evident. In 
some cases, they aren't even as corrupt. Also, 
the East has more local environmental 
groups already in place. EF! battles and 
tactics in the East will probably be different 
than in the West where the group was bom. 
A major topic here should be wilderness 
restoration, a concept that will require mas- 
sive public suppxnt. And monkeywrench- 
ing, unless absolutely necessary, is likely to 
be counterproductive, especially in light of 
the recent FBI smear. 

So what does this mean for fledgling 
EF!ers? Well, here are a few suggestions. If 
you don't already have a core of like-minded 
friends, infiltrate an existing local environ- 
mental group. Learn about your local issues. 
Then, get the group members to start think- 
ing about these issues from the deep ecology 
p>ersp>ective. Prepare proposals from a no 
compromise position . If you go to meetings, 
sp>eak or testify as an EF!er. Explain that wild 
areas and wild organisms need to be saved 
just because they are. Get folks to stop 


squirrels, 40 bucks a pair. Wild nocturnal 
gliders lying in the bottom of a bird cage in 
the sun. Goin home. 

Bob white quail, 60 birds to a cage, 
many blood soaked from pecking. No water. 
No room for it. Plenty of droppings to eat. 
Wildness comes cheap at 2 bucks apiece. Six 
lucky birds who dreamed of sweet fallen 
grain and tasty insects and bursting into wild 
flight ... goin home. 

Too many lives, not enough green 
paper. Wild lives, lookin, waitin. 

Beaver tied down in a wooden cabbage 
crate, pwnting in the sun in the booth next to 
the used guns. 

Local herp society ... get yer snakes here 
... over at the end by the Amish guy sellin 
apples. Fox snakes, garter snakes, kings, 
corns, and milks. Baby, boas drinkln out of 
bottle caps. 

“Got any copperheads?” 

"Got a bunch at home. If ya want some, 
nibringemnexttimeifyou'llbehere. What 


thinking only in terms of economics. Use 
the p>ower of your firm beliefs to speak from 
the heart. 

Also, and I can't overstress this, learn the 
facts about your issues. Recently I've been 
trying to enlist suppeirt for EF! from folks at 
a local university. I’mdiscovering that many 
students and teachers of ecology and natural 
resources are in sympathy with the concepts 
of deep ecology but feel that EF!ers are a 
bunch of bozos. Some of this is university- 
bred condescension, but it's also true that in 
our zeal to preserve the wild we can be 
careless with facts, and this is dangerous. 
Credibility is like virginity — you only lose it 
once. If we’re going to be successful in our 
mission we must enlist the support of the 
professionals in conservation biology,. And 
to do that, we must leam to sp>eak their 
language. 

Along these lines, you might attend a 
course in ecology at a local college. Or find 
a sympathetic ecologist to teach a local ecol- 
ogy workshop for activists. 

Finally, think awful hard about mon- 
keywrenching. Let’s use this tactic the way it 
was always meant to be used — as a state- 
ment when there's no other way to make the 
statement, or as a last resort. We should 
exhaust the other ways to attain our ends 
before turning to means that may alienate 
many of our allies. Those at our local group 
meetings who wanted to "go out and trash 
bulldozers" without thought of carefully 
choosing targets would have been our de- 
mise. Fortunately, they've dropped out of 
sight. 

Sigh. Does this all sound boring and 
academic? Not what EF! is supposed to be 
about? Well, I have been getting more prag- 
matic as I've grown older. And I warned you 
that I'm approaching middle-age. 

But if EF! is to grow and prospier as a 
force in shaping the future of our planet 
through the proliferation of deep ecology — 
as I believe it can — we all will have to use 
both halves of our brain. 

Just don't forget, when you’re not writ- 
ing proposals, testifying, or reading ecology 
texts, to climb those mountains, run those 
rivers, watch the hawks soar.... 

And take a copy of Ecodefense with you. 

— Rick Bonney 


you wantin copperheads for?" 

"Wanna make a pair of suspenders for a 
developer friend of mine" (wanna drop em 
down your coat and watch you break-dance) . 
"Bring em next time and I'll be here." 

A cage door left open. Exotic birds 
cramped from sitting, lookin, jumped out to 
their new freedom. Cockatiels and zebra 
finches laughing down forty feet from the 
top of a silver maple. Free wild lives, till 
winter. Sad faced monkeys peeking out 
through the cracks of their crates. White-tail 
fawns in the back of a pickup, tied by the 
neck to the sideboards with Nubian goats 
and Vietnamese p>ot-bellied pigs. Freak 
miniature horses: get em here; make good 
house pets. Salamanders by the sack, ducks 
by the dozen, coons by the cage. Canada 
geese overweight from Landlocked waddling 
and tinsnipped wings. Descented skunks 
and devoiced peacocks. Multi-colored foxes 
specially bred for you preference. Inbred 
continued on page 28 


CRITTER FLEA MARKET 

... and what I did with my allowance 



TOADSTOOL TREKKING 



Nootka Cedar Cradle by Peggy Sue McRae 


RHIZOMES FOR 
ANCIENT FOREST 

by Liam Kellen, Western Oregon Cascades 

My voice 

Becomes the wind; 

Mushroom-hunting. 

— Shlki 

ed. note: Various authors have addressed the 
coevolution ofhominids and other animal spe- 
cies. For example, Mark Sunlin in a recent article 
for ELF! (1 1-89) discussed the symbiotic hunting 
relations between tribal humans and wolf packs; 
John Cavallo in an article for Natural History 
(2-90) presents his hypothesis about the preda- 
tory/parasitic relations of Leopards and early 
humans in Africa: Leopards ate people, but 
people ate Leopards' unguarded victims cached 
in trees. Whole Earth Review (fall 89) has 
presented fascinating articles on the coevolution 
of humans and plants: Human consciousness as 
well as past human migrations may in part be 
attributable to plants. Here Liam Kellen 
broaches the subject of the coevolution of hu- 
mans and fungi. 

Like everyone In western Oregon not 
catatonlcly blind to the globes of color pop- 
ping up around their ankles each hill, we are 
fanatics for the forage. We are made warriors 
with the adrenaline of the hunt and made 
peasants by the practical reward of a sure 
harvest. We've got Chantarelles fever and 
Boletus on the brain. 

In Eugene, mushroom hunting sur- 
passes football hands down as the favored 
fall recreation of the masses . At least some of 
the masses. Mushrooms are cause enough to 
save the remnants of the ancient forest, most 
of which the Forest Circus has brazenly 
clearcut and then, In a further act of stupidity 
that can't even be rationalized by short-term 
profit, proceeded to "sterilize" by slash bum, 
bulldozer and poison in the vain hope that a 
healthy Douglas-fir monoculture will grow. 
(PETA take note: we only eat the fruiting 
body, like an apple picked from an apple 
tree.) 

Mushrooms are neither "animals" nor 
"plants," conclude those who spend their 
time sorting experience into things-on-the- 
shelf. By the 1970s mushroom scientists 
("mycologists," they prefer) won respect by 
votingthat fungi had taken entirely different 
evolutionary paths and convincing their 
plant and animal colleagues to go along with 
this. The Fungi Kingdom was elevated to 
equal stature, if not equal research research 
funding, with the Kingdoms Animalia and 
Plantae. By latest count the disciples of 
Linnaeus have named over 3000 mushroom 
species in our Northwest temperate rain- 
forest. But even reckoned by the grid of old 
Carolus, that quantity might be very low 
(many have yet to be "discovered") or very 
high (many mushrooms tend to behave like 
a chameleon, depending on soil, moisture, 
etc.). 

Someone might ask, with Nietzschean 
innocence, "What is a mushroom?" To intel- 
lects such as Thomas Gradgrind, in Dickens's 
Hard Times, who want only the facts, the 
horse is a graminivorous quadruped and the 
mushroom is a fruiting fungi. Having lived 
decades amidst Mushrooms in the Mist, I’m 
less concerned nowadays about the Linnaeus 
pigeon holes than I am the practical and 
philosophical. I find that most outsiders 
(those who don't live in a drizzly rainforest) 
perceive mushrooms not "scientifically" but 
instead adopt one or more of several stere- 
otype attitudes. A mushroom is, for most: A) 
something to kick across the lawn in the 
absence of a football; B) something to order 
on pizza; Q a n out of date way to get high; D) 
a concept of reality much the same as the 
concept "human self." 

Although any of these choices could be 
a fine topic to write about, D is perhaps the 
most fruitful. The outsiders who choose D 
tend to be really outsiders, outsiders to 
Western culture in general, such as Mexican 
Indians or French anarchists like Deleuze (for 
more traditional anthropology on subjectiv- 
ity and mushroom mycorrhiza, see 
Dreamtime by John Duerror Visionary Vine by 
DeRios). Many are the parallels between the 
human and the mushroom. The Homo sapi- 
ens individual is nebulous; the mushroom is 
also nebulous. "Man" is mobile; the mush- 
room is mobile. Mushroom cells are tied in 
to the environment by a vast number of 
"systems." So are human cells via what We 
normally call the senses. The "higher" Ba- 
sidiomycetes are at the top of their evolu- 
tionary branch in the classical Great Chain 
of Being. Homo sapiens are at the top among 
animals, at least according to Homo sapiens. 
To traditional cultures, a mushroom was 


Soma, and Soma was the only plant-like 
critter commonly deified by these cultures 
(see Gordon Wasson, Soma). 

Humans tend to categorize themselves 
as either essentially clay-like, i.e., bodies, or 
as mystical souls that transcend the physical 
and unite with Universal Spirit, or some dual 
arrangement that includes both images. 
Likewise the reifications of mushrooms, ei- 
ther clay-like lumps, or gossamer mycelia of 
mystical Gaia, or both. 

Partisans of dead, chemicalized biology 
have for these and other reasons avoided 
mushrooms like the plague since "Renais- 
sance" times. No one writes about mush- 
room community interaction or even mush- 
room evolution. (Most books on mush- 
rooms, including guides, are founded on 
dusty pre-Darwin classification tables.) Even 
with "chaos science" helping to unravel the 
frayed edges of the Cartesian parchment, 
mushroom lifestyle remains a little too 
jumbled for "serious study." Like the human 
neural network, mushroom mycelia present 
problems of amorphous, culturally loaded 
intangibility to microbiologists and others 
who favor the clockwork of "things.” 

But without any blessing from microbi- 
ology, the mycology avant-garde has been 
hot tubbing together at Breitenbush 
Hotsprings in the Oregon Cascades each fall 
for nearly a decade. Here, the world's mush- 
room heavies discuss the higher conscious- 
ness of the fungi, fungal domestication of 
ant species, communications media of 
pheromone chemicals (i.e., mushroom lan- 
guages), and mushroom sexuality. 

Field trips for mushroom students and 
mushroom huggers alike are the fall and 
winter weekend agenda. Conifer loving 
mushrooms lure you into the dark, moss 
covered, spiderweb laced, salamanderbreed- 
ing, claustrophobic center of wilderness. 

There have been a couple of rains in 
September and that’s enough excuse to go 
out early in October to find Chantarelles. 
This week we will float the Umpqua River. 
Along the shuttle road at every pit stop is the 
usual National Forest propaganda. Multiple 
U se Moose is in, as contrived by a graphically 
and politically attuned Freddie public rela- 
tions deportment. Woodsy Owl has fallen 
victim to the harsh reality of the Forest 
Circus market surveys, which reveal that 
having an outlaw relative — Northern Spot- 
ted Owl, the subject of "hearings" and 
wanted posters throughout Oregon — has 
been fatal to Woodsy's media career. 

Our group consists of 5 rafters and 2 
kayakers, all of us from the Eugene area. The 
Umpqua carries snowmelt from Mt. Theilson 
and Crater Lake into the Columbia River. In 
mid-fall, releases from upstream dams make 
the Umpqua a torrent compared to its sum- 
mer flow. 

An "Indian style" campfire, a small fire 
of sticks in a circle of stones, has died down 
and the moon hasn’t come up yet over the 
Umpqua River canyon. The debate mean- 
ders, like a little stream in a broad valley. 

"You can tell river people apart mostly 
by where they pee," announces James with 
usual confidence. "The Cowboy Rafter 
drinks beer constantly. Coors. He pees right 
into the campfire. He has a cowboy hat with 
snakeskins on it. But the Yuppie Kayaker 
would never do that. Kayakers drink Perrier 


water and white wine. They'll ferret out a 
BLM outhouse and use it no matter whether 
its covered by blackberries, infested by bees, 
or teetering on the edge of a cliff. Experi- 
enced river rats just p>ee inside their wetsuit. 
When it's cold, why throw away heat.” 

"Sometimes you need male plumbing 
to have any choice in the matter, thanks to 
the damn chauvinist wetsuit companies," 
adds Laura. 

"We should have brought a rocket box 
to carry out our waste," says Dan. "On the 
Colorado that's required. You just put the 
rocket box in the last raft. Downwind." Dan 
is a kayaker. 

As I suspect, this is the cue for the feces/ 
fertility lecture thatjames has polished at the 
expense of countless Oregon campfires. 
James endures Minneapolis for three seasons 
but spends summers in Oregon. This year, as 
usual, he is late migrating back. His voice 
exudes Midwestern authority. 

"You should shit right in the riprarian 
zone above high water. What it lacks in 
quantity, say compared to cow shit, human 
shit makes up for with the high quality 
nitrogen and bacteria that plants and mush- 
rooms love.... We bum the decomposable 
wood in the riparian zone — the least we can 
do Is shit in the right place. The reason they 
push for you to take it back with you has 
nothing to do with environment, it's environ- 
ment for humans they're talking about. They 
want a sanitized, smell-less environment 
where junior won’t step in it and play with it, 
God forbid, when he wanders into the rocks. 

"Mushrooms especially need fertilizer. 
The mushroom mycelia, living in the soil 
and entwined with the tree roots, made a 
deal with animals: 'Well offer up a delicious 
fruiting body; you can eat all you want. All 
we ask is that you shit on the ground so that 
our spores have a chance to grow in a new 
area.' 

"We get a bargain. The success of the 
mycorrhizal fungi is improved, which is tied 
to the success of the voles that eat fungi. The 
owls that eat voles and the whole forest 
ecology benefit. Humans leave plastic gar- 
bage, beer bottles, all kinds of stuff — but not 
their shit, the one thing they should leave." 

The next day we run into an enclave of 
Amanita muscaria on our first forage into the 
forest, a short trek into an ancient stand 
dominated by Douglas-firs. Amanita fruits 
early and is a sign that Chantarelles and 
other sp>ecies are nearby. The mossy carpet 
gives off the correct pheromones — this is 
what it always smells like, I teli myself excit- 
edly, anticipating both Chantarelles and 
their more exotic relatives. Like truffle pigs, 
the successful human hunts mushrooms by 
smell. 

The magnificent Amanita, gills fully 
op>en, with the bright red caps and white 
"warts" as on the cover of every children's 
book of fairy tales,'go unpicked by our dis- 
criminating party. Muscaria's common 
name is the Fly Agaric — some say because if 
you eat it, you can fly; some say because of 
the flies that hang around it. If anyone had 
picked some, it would have been a tip that we 
had a choppier tripper among us. Muscaria 
for yean has been a drug of choice for motor- 
cycle clubs. But it’s also used by habits of 
modem witches and by traditional cultures 
dating back at least 4000 years to Rig Veda 


times in India. Most Eugeneans avoid it 
because of muscaria's major "side effects" 
and because the critter resembles its deadly 
Amanitas relatives, the Destroying Angels, 
mushrooms that reportedly taste great but 
then kill you with an excruciatingly painful 
heavy-metal-like toxin that over a 14 day 
pieriod systematically demolishes your liver 
and kidneys. For this and other reasons, it's 
wise to know your Amanitas before you start 
eating wild mushrooms. 

Amanita muscaria is also Wasson's can- 
didate as “The Divine Mushroom of Immor- 
tality," the Soma of much world folklore. 
Explorers who studied the native ceremonies 
around Amanita muscaria were shocked by 
the honor extended them to partake of this 
mushroom "second hand," i.e., after it had 
been eaten and passed through someone's 
kidney. They didn’t know that the more 
folks who have eaten it, the more "pure" will 
be your trip. So the last person to drink 
actually has the coveted position. 

But today Fly Agaric is left for the in- 
sects' enjoyment. The buttery, fragrant glo- 
rious Yellow Chantarelles alone will satisfy 
our tummies. We move further up the steep 
ravine. The novices are pushing through the 
brush without finesse, crawling under the 
natural bridge formed by a toppled and 
splintered thousand year old giant fir. They 
are shedding fountains of dew from their 
Goretex shrouds. They are sweating inside 
too, slowing down. The odd Russela and 
Boletus they encounter are starting to look 
good enough. "Damn the Chantarelles," 
they are thinking. Soon they are about 50 
yards below and I head into an opening on 
the right, up a v-shap>ed canyon barely wide 
enough to house the ten-foot diameter firs. I 
reach the top of the ravine and look down 
beyond a small fern covered plateau to what 
must be a mushroom grofto. 

1 bolt down to the ferns and discover 
that access to my grotto is barred by a tangle 
of Vine Maple. But the grotto, which I can 
see in a few shafts of sunlight, is exactly what 
I'm seeking — also the type of Pandora's Box 
that has cost me twisted ankles and poison 
oak on past outings. 

I scramble into the thicket and along 
the backs of some horizontal mammoth firs 
which have been down probably 200 years 
and are now fully adorned with mosses and 
terns. I break through into a pjowder ot well- 
decomposed fir every third or fourth step. 

My last steps are no more than my legs 
scrambling to break my fell until I land on 
my rump on soft humus in the center of the 
grotto community with red, yellow, purple, 
and brown mushrooms nestled artfully in 
the moss. The place is enclosed by intense 
green walls of trees and rock, with only a few 
crevasses of light breaking the forest canopy 
above. The air is thick with water droplets 
and it's cold, even though just 500 feet away 
is a clearing where it is cloudless and 75 
degrees. In December and January, the 
temperature and humidity in this mush- 
room grotto will be about the same as they 
are now. 

I scan the mushrooms and see Mycena, 
Lepiota, Clavaia, and Cortinareous species. 
But the inventory process is postponed. It's 
been too long since the mushrooms had 
their say. Whatever that might be, it's not 
being delivered in English, but it's being 
delivered passionately, so I sit back and lis- 
ten. 

After a while, I move around on my 
hands and knees within the bowl shaped 
arboretum, no more than 30 feet across. 

The Magic Mushroom, the Soma of 
gurus and undergraduates. Here it stands of 
no more rank than the lowly Mycena. Was 
there was a time when all mushrooms had 
meaning for the clever hominid? Still, I'm 
drawn to the teonanacatl mushroom and 
examine the lithe stems and translucent 
caps. I touch a cap that instantly stains blue- 
green to record my fingerprint. 

I retreat empty handed. A sudden burst 
of stupidity or contentment, perhaps both. 
(The dried Psilocybe would bring about $500 
a pound in California, something I will stew~ 
about a little while driving back to civiliza- 
tion.) 

Time to go, says the ubiquitous time- 
keeper. I retrace my path to the ridge. 

Human voices, oddly appealing, greet 
me as I return to the main canyon. "Chan- 
tarelles?" asks one. 

"Na, " I reply with adequate disappoint- 
ment. 

"Find anything?" asks another. 

"Not much." 
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A NORTH AMERICAN 
INTERNATIONAL 
BIG OUTSIDE 


What follows Is a proposal to allow 
much of the Western United States plus 
connecting land south into Mexico and 
north into Canada to return to conditions 
prevailing over most of the Western Hemi- 
sphere before 1492, that is, to become again 
a Big Outside [The Big Outside, Foreman & 
Wolke]. This Big Outside and others 
throughout the globe will help reverse global 
warming, acid rain, and other world-wide 
ecological horrors. 

Letus call this concept IBO, for Interna- 
tional Big Outside. In North America, 1BO 
designation would encompass all the land 
between a line some 50 miles west of the 
Mississippi River and another line along the 
crests of the Cascade and Sierra Mountains. 
A less regular boundary would be 50 miles 
inland from the Gulf of Mexico in Louisiana, 
Texas and into Mexico. This IBO would 
extend through western Canada and into 
Alaska — including all of Alaska more than 
25 miles from salt water. 

People familiar with the establishment 
and implementation of Cape Cod National 
Seashore in Massachusetts (established un- 
der JFK's presidency) will grasp how IBO will 
be established and implemented. This Na- 
tional Park Service unit was first established 
as a concept and implemented gradually 
thereafter over many years. For IBO, some 
land areas may not be fully taken in for as 
long as a century, e.g., Denver, Dallas, Salt 
Lake City. 

The first federal act will establish IBO as 
a concept, and set forth its eventual bounda- 
ries and the types of human lifestyles that 
will be encouraged, as well as the specific 
lifestyles prohibited, within. Unlike our 
National Park Service units, where year- 
round human living is generally prohibited, 
people will be allowed — even encouraged — 
to live within IBO. 

This initial federal establishing act need 
not include actual transfer of title of any land 
to IBO. Funding for land acquisition may 
not be available. But once the act has passed 
Congress and been signed into law by the 
President, the long-term social dedication of 
all the land within the IBO boundaries to 
remain or become wilderness will become a 
public and permanent reality. Bit by bit, year 
after year, lands within IBO boundaries will 
be transferred to "management" — actually 
mostly non-management — as a huge wil- 
derness. 

Canadians, Mexicans, and eventually 
Central and South Americans will decide 
when and how to establish and implement 


IBO within their countries. When IBO ex- 
tends across the Panama Canal, we who have 
supported IBO may want to be among the 
first to toss soil into that ecologically disrup- 
tive strip of water to fill it in forever. 

Persons who live within IBO will be 
encouraged to become part of a tribal com- 
munity of not more than 50 persons. Tribes 
will live within IBO much as Native Ameri- 
cans did centuries ago, but with significant 
differences. When a tribe reaches 5 1, it must 
split within a month. 

Perhaps the most essential lifestyle re- 
quirements pertain to age and birthing. 
Birthing will not be allowed. Each person 
before being admitted to year-round living 
in IBO must sign a statement that while 
living there she or he will not cause a concep- 
tion. Before becoming pregnant the woman 
and her husband must move outside IBO and 
remain outside for at least S years after the 
birth. 

Persons under age 5 or over age 75 will 
not be permitted to live year-round in IBO.. 
However, one over 75 who shows she or he 
can walk 20 miles within 6 hours will be 
given a 2 year extension to remain inside IBO 
with a tribe that unanimously accepts her or 
him. Persons of any age can visit for two 
weeks each year. Those under 5 must be 
accompanied by an adult. 

Each tribe is required to relocate their 
residence 50 miles or more away from the 
prior location at least each 2 years. No 
permanent buildings may be built. Various 
temporary structures such as tents and even 
long-houses forpersons to live in during cold 
weather are permitted. Temporary struc- 
tures must be taken down when the tribe 
moves. 

Help Needed: Persons interested in 
helping to establish and implement IBO may 
contact the author hereof for suggestions. 
But far better will be self-starters. Organize 
meetings within your community or state to 
promote IBO. Contact the 2 US senators 
from your state and the US representatives of 
your district. Pressure each to work to pass 
the IBO establishing act. 

Everyone on Earth will benefit indi- 
rectly from having Big Outside areas daily 
sucking in massive amounts of carbon diox- 
ide. Hundreds of millions of our sisters and 
brothers may benefit directly by living in IBO 
areas for one year or more. Let us start IBO in 
the early 1990s. 

— Richkard M. Bowers, attorney, Rt.l, 
Box 28, Delancey, NY 13752 


CRITTER FLEA MARKET . . . 


continued from page 26 
rabbits and imprinted coons. Wild lives 
lookin, stuck in rows of nick-nacks, used 
furniture and Bob Seger t-shirts. 

My buddy Flea bought me a copy of 
Hayduke Lives! for Groundhog Day. Fell 
asleep reading it, and dreamed ... 

It was May at the critter flea market. I 
picked up my copperheads and trotted to the 
swarming commotion four booths down. A sign 
above the booth said black rats 75 cents each and 
a tall bearded guy with a “ Release the Virus ’ t- 
shirtand an aluminum baseball bat was smash- 
ing the shit out of everything in sight. I recog- 
nized the worn, bumper-stickered bat immedi- 
ately. Before I could speak I was grabbed and 
pulled along by Joni and Flea, who were running 
full speed, laughing, and carrying talon gloves 
and bolt cutters. We passed Bill and the Canni- 
bal who already had 1 4 people hogtied in a porta- 
potty and were gleefully tossing in set leghold 
traps. We stopped along the chainlink perimeter 
fence when we heard the roar of the approaching 
semi. The familiar face behind the pile of beer 
cans on the dash was grinning as the truck bore 
down on the creek. It was Kat. I could now see 
the top of his ' Jesus loves you, but he doesn't 
want to buy anything ’ shirt. As he flew up the 
embankment and hit the creek, he yelled some- 
thing about aerodynamics versus hydrodynam- 
ics and smashed the fence flat for 40 yards. The 
side of the trailer was scrawled with a still-wet, 
hastily drawn green fist. And 7-foot letters that 
said ... GOINHOME! 

As I ran to greet him, I threw a copperhead 
in the face of the first bitch I saw wearing ivory 
earrings. 


Unlike this dream, critter flea markets 
are real. Visit one and take your allowance. 
A big one in Ohio is The Southern Ohio 
Poultry Association Swap and Show, 
Lucasville, OH (just north of Portsmouth) at 
the fairgrounds, early October and Memorial 
Day Weekend. 

Warning: Anyone caught purchasing a critter 
with intent to liberate will be charged with “un- 
sportsman-like'' conduct. 

— Opossum 

Epilogue: The problem with the sales ofwild 
animals lies deep in our human Christian/ 
resource co-ownership mentality — that 
wildlife, as a natural resource, is the joint 
property of the citizens of a state. This allows 
hunting, owning, and selling for fun and 
profit. Buying from flea markets won't solve 
the problem. It will only serve to free a few 
individual wild lives, but individual wild 
lives are important, as some feel that individ- 
ual human lives are. The purpose of this 
article was not to suggest a solution, but to 
bring to light the problem. To abolish ani- 
mal sales, we would need to abolish hunting 
first. Unfortunately, the macho, fun-killing 
power machine is everywhere and our soci- 
ety accepts him. 

Non-violent civil disobedience might 
be good for opposing these markets. Releas- 
ing animals will also send a message. Of 
course, critter release (a.k.a. hacking out) 
must be done with considerations of avail- 
able habitat, time of year, human imprinting 
of the subject, age, health, etc. 
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"w e don't bother buying pesticides 
We just spray the crops with our groundwater. 
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Deep Ecology and Conservation Biology 


by Arne Naess 

In the late 1960s and early 70s many of 
us believed that most ecologists would con- 
centrate on research clearly related to the 
solution of the ecological crisis. But at the 
universities the atmosphere encouraged 
"pure" research — research without definite 
practical goals. And those who got jobs 
within the range of interest of big corpora- 
tions work with goals in mind, but rarely 
focus on the crisis and rarely "go public." 

Most high level papers in ecological 
journals are extremely specialized and only 
remotely relevant for critical Issues. In the 
early 70s, those who focus on the general 
crisis warned supporters of the deep ecology 
movement not to expect much help from 
established researchers in scientific ecology. 

Then came conservation biology! It 
started as scientists and managers from 
many quarters realized that they profited by 
working together to combine theory with 
practice in their effort to save the planet from 
further destruction. They were in a sense 
practitioners of ecology. They came from 
"biogeography, systematics, genetics, evolu- 
tion, epidemiology, sociobiology, forestry, 
fisheries, wildlife biology, and the auxiliary 
sciences of agronomy, veterinary science, 
resource economics and policy, ethnobiol- 
ogy, and environmental ethics." ( Conserva- 
tion Biology, ed. Michael Soule, p.5) 

Conservation biology is a movement. 
“The idea of conservation biology seems to 
convey several things at once, including 
scholarship, a common purpose, and the 
potential for making a significant personal 
contribution to the world. For students and 
established scientists alike, conservation 
biology seems to represent a community of 
commitment, and something of value to 
identify with.” (Soule, p.5) "Consensus can 
also define a discipline. Disciplines are not 
logical constructs; they are social crystalliza- 
tions which occur when a group of people 
agree that association and discourse serve 
their interests. Conservation biology began 
when a critical mass of people agreed that 
they were conservation biologists. There is 
something very social and very human about 
this realization." (p.3) 


Insofar as conservation biology is a sci- 
entific discipline, it is a crisis science like 
AIDS and cancer research. That is, it uses 
certain goals and values as axioms. The 
intrinsic value of diversity of life forms and 
the meaningfulness of a struggle to save life 
forms from extinction are taken for granted. 
Conservation biology is therefore not purely 
descriptive; it is "a prescriptive science." 
(Norton, p.237) Consequently, it is activist- 
oriented and personal: "The planetary trag- 
edy is also a personal tragedy to those scien- 
tists who feel compelled to devote them- 
selves to the rescue effort." (Soule, p.ll) 
Despite conservation biologists' in- 
tense commitment to rescue the non -human 
world, they see the precarious situation of 
millions of people. "For example, the im- 
plementation of ‘biosphere reserves' as sites 
for the harmonious coexistence for humans 
and nature (UNESCO-UNEP, 1984) depends 
on both a good grasp of the local biology and 
on the enthusiastic support of the indige- 
nous peoples. In fact, the survival of many 
natural biological communities is going to 
require the creative cooperation of biolo- 
gists, social scientists, and politicians, espe- 
cially in the tropics. It won’t be long before 
many conservation biologists are spending 
more time at community meetings than in 
the field or laboratory." (Soule, p.ll) 

From all this it is clear that members of 
the conservation biology community are 
supporters of the deep ecology movement — 
provided that movement is characterized 
along the lines of the 8 points of the Naess- 
Session platform. On the other hand very 
few deep ecology supporters can boast of 
being conservation biologists. Many sup- 
porters may be ignorant of conservation 
biology. They may be local activists tryingto 
save a small forest, say, in India. 

Some supporters of the deep ecology 
movement are active in the efforts to save the 
cultures of non-industrialized communities. 
The slogan “wilderness for the people" at- 
tests to the goal of letting people in who do 
not destroy or degrade wilderness and letting 
people who already are there remain. It is sad 
that some Third World authors feel "Ameri- 
can deep ecology" threatens to save spec- 
tacular animals at the expense of humans. 



(Guha) It must be clearly stated that the 
average US lifestyle is such that wilderness 
and the US way of life are incompatible. The 
fight to save what remains of US wilderness 
does not teach anybody how to save Third 
World wilderness. Conservation biologists 
in the Third World try to preserve wilder- 
ness, but in cooperation with people who 
determine policies. 

Conservation biologists "go public.” 
That is, they try to make people aware of the 
perilous state of affairs. Here they part from 
the main body of Earth scientists, who tend 
to avoid propagating their strong views — if 
they have any — in public. Why do most 
scientists avoid voicing strong views? I have 
made a tentative list of reasons: 

1. Time taken away from professional work. 

2. Consequent adverse effects on promotion 
and status. 

3. Feeling of insufficient competence outside 
their area of "expertise." 

4. Lack of training in the use of mass media 
and in facing non-academic audiences. 

5. Negative attitude toward expressing "sub- 
jective" opinions and valuations, or violat- 
ing norms of "objectivity"; reluctance to 
enter controversial issues. 

6. Fear that colleagues or bosses think they 
dabble in irrelevant controversial fields and 
go public due to vainglory and publicity 
seeking. 

7. Fear of fellow researchers, institution per- 
sonnel or administrations; fear of the stigma 
"unscientific." (Soule, p.5 13.) 

One of the dangers common to the two 
movements is elitism. It "lurks whenever a 
field has a strong academic foothold. 
Whether the root of elitism is arrogance from 
within the ivory tower or fear from without, 
it is always a danger. There is no hiding the 
fact that much of the current interest in 
conservation biology is occurring within 
academic circles ..." (Soule, p.5) The deep 
ecology movement faces a danger of being 
too closely associated with the small group of 
deep ecology theorists, thus obstructing the 
insight that the overwhelming mass of sup- 
porters do not publish papers or speak over 
the radio. These supporters form the back- 
bone of the movement. Their commitment 
manifests itself in the direct actions going on 


all over the world. We need the activism of 
millions of people with the basic attitude of 
supporters of the movement. 

The two movements have another 
danger in common, "isolation — elitism's 
child." We should seek contact with groups 
competing with us in making an impact on 
the public, avoiding false pretensions and 
sectarianism. Some supporters of the deep 
ecology movement, like myself, are profes- 
sional philosophers and theoreticians. We 
ask about the ultimate premises of sayings 
such as "every living creature has intrinsic 
(or internal) value (or worth)." We may ask: 
Why is it so and what exactly does it mean? 
What does it mean that we do something for 
its own sake, and why should we do it? What 
is the relation of Aldo Leopold's criterion in 
his Land Ethics — "A thing is right when it 
tends to preserve the integrity, stability, and 
beauty of the biotic community ..." — to 
general ethics, for instance dealing with 
friends stuck in the mud or babies starving? 
Answers d iffer. According to supporters who 
are not inclined to ask such questions, noth- 
ing much comes out of philosophical specu- 
lation. But the less philosophically minded, 
as much as the professors, somehow assume 
when acting in grave conflicts their decisions 
are compatible with an ultimate basis, 
whether religious or otherwise. We assume 
some kind of "ecosophy," some kind of wis- 
dom, which we are able to verbalize only 
imperfectly and fragmentarily. (A recent 
attempt to verbalize such wisdom is offerer 1 
in Alan Drengson's book Beyond Environ- 
mental Crisis .) 

Whatever happens in the years to come 
one may expect conservation biology, as a 
distinguished "mission oriented crisis disc 
pline," to inform us of great successes as wei ■ 
as great failures. Let us hope the former will 
color the news! 

A me Naess is the Norwegian philosopher 
credited as founding the deep ecology movemen 
with his 1973 essay on the deep long-range 
ecology movement versus shallow environmen 
talism. 


Animal Lovers: 

> 

Friends, Not Foes 


by Leslie Lyon 

Not long ago, I asked a group of Earth 
lovers to name the historical event that 
marked the beginning of mankind's oppres- 
sion of nature. Some of the answers were 
predictable: the industrial revolution, the 
invention of the wheel, etc. Others were 
more individual, revealing sorrows that had 
transformed apathy into lifelong concern. 
One of us, havingstumbled upon a hillside of 
stumps in his youth, placed humanity's fall 
from grace on the day of the first clearcut. 
Another had a horror of stripmining, and 
asserted that humanity damned itself when 
the first miner left a scar in his mother's 
rocky flesh. 

When it came my turn to bare my soul, 
I proudly revealed that I started caring after 
reading the classic novel, Black Beauty. Civi- 
lization, I contended, took its most sinister 
turn when horses were first taken out of their 
pastures and forced to live in dark city 
stables. That day, I discovered what little 
regard some Earth lovers have for animal 
lovers. The sufferings of domesticated ani- 
mals, one superior fellow informed me, were 
not a legitimate concern of a soldier for 
Nature. 

Ever since, I’ve been mortified to ob- 
serve that others in the deep ecology move- 
ment share this low opinion of animal rights. 
Some have used the term “puppy lover" to 
express their contempt of animal protection- 
ists. Others have relegated all farm animals 
to varmint status, and advocated destroying 
them. Sometimes it seems as if we are going 
out of our way to offend our most natural 
allies. 

Of course, environmentalists aren't the 
only ones to blame for this lack of coopera- 
tion. Nitpickers in the animal movement 
have taken isolated, extreme statements 
from the fringes of environmentalism and 
held them up as basic movement philoso- 
phy. Some have joined mainstream environ- 
mentalists in their denunciation of lab 
break-ins by the Animal Liberation Front. 
Recent disagreements about solutions to 


animal depredations have created more bad 
feelings. Now, to our enemies' delight, 
pundits on both sides have declared our 
mutual enmity. 

How did we reach such a foolish im- 
passe? I think the answer goes back to the 
events and feelings that transform detached 
model citizens into impassioned fighters. All 
living things can suffer, it's true, but the 
sufferings of animals are the most obvious 
and excruciating to our senses. The animal 
lovers I know are more emotional and sensi- 
tive than most people, and thus better able tc 
empathize with the troubles of our fellow 
creatures. No one had to educate them about 
the pain of animals; they've seen it for them- 
selves, and their consciences have done the 
rest. Some make that leap of the imagination 
and grasp the worldwide trauma of Nature, 
but the immediate plight of animals will 
always trouble them the most. 

The pragmatic environmentalist, on 
the other hand, takes a larger and longer 
view. He or she has the power to envision the 
suffering of Nature as a whole. Animal lov- 
ers, with their concern for immediate suffer- 
ing sometimes have a difficult time under- 
standing the view that long-term survival 
should be the most important concern for 
animals. Several recent conflicts between 
animal groups and ecologists have made this 
lack of understanding painfully clear. The 
question of wild horses on high desert, the 
killing of Desert Tortoises by ravens, and the 
removal of introduced goats from delicate 
island ecosystems have all pitted us against 
each other. 

These conflicts seem especially tragic 
when you consider that our positions have 
grown so much closer in recent years. While 
a few animal groups continue to focus on 
animals' context within human society, 
most have come to accept the importance of 
ecological concerns for animals. One promi- 
nent magazine serving the whole spectrum 
of the animal movement, Animals' Agenda, 
reflects this trend. About a year ago, Agenda 
changed the caption under its masthead 
continued on page 30 
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VIEW FROM THE OUTHOUSE 


Wilderness and Photography: 
The Killing Films 


Last year was the 150th anniversary of 
photography. On 7 January 1839, a French- 
man named Lewis Daguerre stood before the 
French Academy of Sciences and announced 
the invention of a successful photographic 
process, setting in motion yet another indus- 
trial snowball. The only dissenting voices 


and hidden, for our century-and-a-half 
binge on photography. Who and what are 
we supporting when buying or developing a 
roll a film? For the most part, we are patron- 
izing Eastman Kodak CompanyofRochester, 
New York; and in 1987 the greatest emission 
of a single carcinogen came from their Roch- 


magic. It is a worldwide Industry based on 
producing and disposing of a cookbook of 
chemicals, and the usual planetary exploita- 
tion behind all high-tech industries — such 
as oil, which is necessary for film, and silver, 
which is used in the film's light-sensitive 
emulsion. In addition to the film and chemi- 



were dubious and pious; not even a flicker of 
environmental concern: "The wish to cap- 
ture evanescent reflections is not only im- 
possible as has been shown by thorough 
German investigation, but the mere desire 
alone, the will to do so, is blasphemy. God 
created man in His own image, and no man- 
made machine may fix the image of God." 
So wrote a German (any doubt?) publication 
in response to the Frenchman's announce- 
ment, calling him "the fool of fools." East- 
man Kodak knows otherwise, with record 
worldwide sales of 17 billion dollars for 1988. 

After 150 years of photography, I will 
not deny the ubiquitous benefits we have 
received as individuals and as a society. The 
artistry and journalism are priceless in many 
ways, bringing to life like no other medium 
the history of our people and land, recording 
distant places for hungry, parochial eyes. 
Before giving it up, I practiced photography 
religiously for 15 years, lugging my gear on 
every hike and developing much of my own 
film. I was no different than the very eager 
public of the 1840s that began craving "sun 
drawn miniatures," nearly three million per 
year by 1853 — mostly portraits but also 
scenic views. 

There are costs, however, both obvious 


ester facilities. According to Kodak's own 
records, it released 8,920,000 pounds of 
methylene chloride into the air, which is 
classified as a "probable human carcinogen" 
by the EPA. (Some may celebrate that if 
viewed strictly as another welcome force in 
reducing our obvious overpopulation, as- 
suming their own bodies or that of friends or 
lovers are not rotting from cancer. But if 
poisonous emissions can kill humans, what 
are they doing to Grizzlies, black flies and 
fungi?) And because this is happening in 
America, the land of free enterprise and the 
home of brave corporations, Kodak's emis- 
sions are "still legal under Federal law," ac- 
cording to the Natural Resources Defense 
Council. 

That is just the tip of the chemical 
iceberg which produces a roll of film or a 3X5 
glossy print. There are industrial processes 
all over the planet to keep the cameras click- 
ing. Kodak recently oprened a 160,000 
square-foot facility in Georgia solely for the 
manufacture of alkaline batteries for cameras 
and other photographic equipment. But 
continuing the lengthy list of chemicals and 
processes would be both boring and depress- 
ing. My point is already as clear as a Sierra 
Club calendar photo. Photography is not 


cals, massive exploitation is involved in 
producing cameras and accessories, process- 
ing equipment, etc. 

That is the dark side of photography as 
an industry, but what about the ways in 
which our camera-toting lifestyles have af- 
fected our behavior? When confronted with 
sunrise at the Grand Canyon or sunset on the 
Grand Tetons, I used to worry more about 
getting a good picture than simply enjoying 
the majesty of the moment. Somehow I 
wasn't content until I had captured the 
moment on film; capturing it in my mind 
wasn't good enough. I was short-changing 
my mind by taking away a portion of its daily 
"exercise," relieving it of its duty to remem- 
ber details. The photographs would take care 
of that. We are nowadays robbed of the 
enjoyment of listening to someone fully de- 
scribe a far-off place, a wilderness encounter, 
a gathering of friends. A photo album be- 
comes more the object of attention than the 
memory and words of the person who filled 
the album. The storyteller is diminished. It 
is true that photography enhances commu- 
nication on one level, but it does so at a cost 
on another more human, intellectual level, 
the same way telephones have contributed 
to the demise of letter writing. 


Granted, photography has been influ- 
ential in spurring people to act on behalf of 
wilderness and biodiversity, but only a tiny 
fraction of the industry is used in this man- 
ner — certainly not enough to justify the 
industry's existence. How far should Earth 
Firstiers, and indeed this journal, carry the 
philosophy of "using the tools of the Devil to 
fight the Devil"? When stripped to its bones, 
that is basically a cheap and easy philosophy, 
albeit prerhaps an effective one in the short 
run. Any two Earth Firstiers around the same 
campfire will disagree on where we should 
draw the line, how full our Devil's toolbox 
should become. For example, some writers 
may shun all typing machines (1 use a 1942 
cast-iron Remington). Several years ago at a 
writer’s conference 1 saw, to my surprise, 
David Brower at work on a portable laptop 
computer. As in black and white photogra- 
phy, there are awesome shades of gray when 
wrestling with how best to remain organic 
and effective. 

But shouldn't "teaching by example” 
always take precedence over the quicker fix, 
regardless of the consequences? Can we 
really be certain that using the Devil's tools to 
preserve biodiversity has a positive net ef- 
fect? (Defining the "Devil's tools" is a co- 



nundrum all its own.) Photographs of 
slaughtered dolphins may eventually rally 
enough support to cause fundamental 
changes In the tuna industry; a victory of 
dolphins. It is only accurate, however, to 
include in the price of that victory the global 
effects on biodiversity from the entire photo- 
graphies industry. Is it then still a victory? 

The tiny wave of environmental con- 
sciousness which seems to be rippling across 
America, is not a significant threat to the 
Chambers of Commerce and status quo. But 
there will be victims in its wake: the makers 
of disposable diapers, styrofoam fast-food 
containers, and a few other pesky problems. 
Photography, in its black and white and full 
color entirety, should be included on that hit 
list, if nowhere else than at least in the pages 
of Earth First! Photography and biodiversity 
don't mix. Let us defer to the more organic 
alternatives such as drawing, painting and 
woodcut engravings, because one picture 
shouldn’t be worth a thousand carcinogens. 

— Robert Streeter 

ed. note: Also, silver mining is threatening 
various natural areas, including Idaho wilder- 
ness. Wildlife photographers often intrude upon 
the much-needed privacy of nesting birds, birth- 
ing ungulates, and foraging omnivores. Photog- 
raphers have caused the death of several Griz- 


zlies in recent years. — /D 


Animal Lovers . . . 


continued from page 29 
from "The Animal Rights Magazine" to "The 
International Magazine for Animal Rights 
and Ecology." Even before this change, the 
magazine devoted a great deal of space to 
wildlife and ecology subjects. Agenda has also 
run several articles debating the virtues of 
the environmental movement with respect 
to animal rights. Most of these have encour- 
aged cooperation between our two move- 
ments. Earth First! activities have gained 
favorable attention, with one issue running 
an interview of Dave Foreman. A recent 
news short dealt sympathetically with the 
FBI crackdown on EF!, comparing it to simi- 
lar persecutions of animal activists. 

On the minus side, one commentary in 
Animals' Agenda clearly sympathized with 
the Alien-Nation crowd. This commentary 
resurrected old accusations against Dave 
Foreman of misanthropy, sexism, rowdyism, 
etc. The author also repeated charges of 
racism in EF!, a particularly dubious position 
given that Agenda had recently run an article 
on "Savage Spectacles in the Hispanic 
World." With justifiable indignation, the 
author cited graphic threats of violence 
against animals in the EF! Journal, including 
a nasty diatribe about dogs in a letter to the 
editor. Another recent article discussed 
environmentalists' supposed view that an 
alliance with animal activists would a social 
liability. This author charged that environ- 
mentalists, as a rule, don't seem to care about 
the tremendous suffering absorbed by indi- 
vidual animals. 
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Although the author did little to sub- 
stantiate these claims, we should acknowl- 
edge that some of us could cultivate a more 
constructive attitude toward animal lovers. 
Expressions of hatred against all members of 
any species are indicative of a small mind. Of 
course cows and sheep are a blight upon the 
land, but they don't deserve to be tortured or 
vilified for the greed of their human owners. 
When we express genocidal wishes for farm 
animals, we sink to the same level as ranchers 
who think the only good Coyote is a dead 
Coyote. We could also learn from animal 
activists about heroic sacrifice for the cause. 
Many of them go to great lengths to avoid 
animal products, thus absolving themselves 
of blame for the slaughterhouse misery they 
abhor. It's true that meat-eating per se does 
not harm Mother Earth. However, it will be 
hard to convince others of your sincerity if 
you bewail the resources squandered on 
cattle production one minute, and then load 
your shopping cart with steaks the next. 

Speciesist hatred is also harmful in the 
case of companion animals, whose tempera- 
ments have been bred and developed by 
humans. You need not become a "puppy 
lover" if you dislike dogs, but it is wise to 
remember that many people came to their 
love for Nature by loving animals. Ridiculing 
someone's compassion for dogs, cats, horses, 
or guinea pigs is both pointless and destruc- 
tive. 

Considering the great accomplish- 
ments the animal rights movement has 
made in its long history, no Earth lover 


should disparage it. Animal activists were 
fighting to save wildlife habitat decades be- 
fore the Sierra Club was even thought of. In 
my state [Utah!], local animal groups have 
taken the lead in educating the public about 
wildlife problems. The Humane Society 
managed to stop a vicious predator control 
contest while environmental groups stood 
idly by. I can’t agree with every stand made 
by the various groups in the movement, but 
the same goes for the positions of many 
environmentalists. We’d all do well to re- 
member that neither movement has a mo- 
nopoly on virtue. 

At the same time, we must live with the 
fact that the animal movement and environ- 
mental movement have concerns that do 
not overlap. Animal lovers will do little to 
oppose underground mining for instance, 
while Earth lovers pay less attention to the 
plight of lab animals. Most animal activists 
will continue to oppose all hunting, while 
environmentalists take a stand only on the 
hunting of imperiled species. 


When these differences bring us into 
conflict, it's vital that we try to understand 
each other before we throw stones. Animal 
activists may regard ecology experts' solu- 
tions to the wild horse problem as cruel, but 
they should remember that ecologists are 
also concerned about the indigenous ani- 
mals displaced by the large grazers. On the 
other hand, there are some ecologists who 
must stop treating animals like pawns. 
People created the cattle grazing and wild 
horse problems, and people must find solu- 
tions that will not make innocent animals 
pay for human stupidity. 

The near future will decide whether the 
animal and environmental movements join 
forces, or sink farther into pretty, wasteful 
squabbling. For the good of Mother Earth 
and all her children, let's pmt our egos aside, 
and work together to make the world safe for 
all living things. V 

Leslie Lyon is an activist in Utah and a 
frequent contributor to our pages. 




fragments of ‘Earth 'Wisdom 


Well folks, as spring approaches, it 
seems that peace is popping up all over. The 
media bruhaha over the situation in the "old 
country" still hasn't died down. Editorialists 
muse over proposals for moving into peace 
and still keeping "jobs". It's a good sign, but 
what about the real war that still rages on? 

What war? The big one, WWI1I. The 
war over Mother Earth. For 100 years the 
forces of environmental destruction have 
commanded such an overwhelming show of 
force that their enemy (that’s us folks) has 
been terribly demoralized. For the last fifty 
years we have groveled for crumbs. 

Now, the war is almost over. The de- 
stroyers are about to win. Not much left to 
plunder or pillage. 

Can we regain our battered pride and 
fight on? Can we "stop the saw that is sawing 
off the limb we are sitting on" to use Paul 
Ehrlich's words? I think so! If I didn't, I'd be 
rocking on my porch back in the Dakotas. 

How? By tapping that swell of environ- 
mental consciousness rising from middle 
America. By surfing the crest of ecological 
awareness that rises before Earth Day. 

"I thought Earth Day was so hyped and 
Blackberry by Peggy Sue McRae commercialized that nothing good could 

come from it," you might say. Ah, but look 
at the statistics. On the week around Earth 


Living " Earth Day" Every Day 



Dolores LaChapelle 

While the first Earth Day in 1970 ush- 
ered in public awareness of serious problems 
in the relationship of humans to the rest of 
the natural world, what little progress was 
subsequently made was limited to techno- 
logical fixes. Business and politics continued 
as usual. 

By the 10th anniversary of Earth Day in 
1980 even that progress was dwindling as 
attention became focused on the burgeoning 
computer age and one-world illusions propa- 
gated by multinational corporations to 
homogenize us all into consumers. The 
major academic Earth Day conference in the 
United States to counter this was held in 
April of 1980. Papers at this conference by 
George Sessions and myself began the spread 
of Deep Ecology through the US. Norwegian 
philosopher Arne Naess had made the dis- 
tinction between shallow and deep ecology 
at a Third World Futures conference in 1972, 
but the term 'Deep Ecology' did not catch on 
until after Earth Day 1980. 

Now, finally, by the 20th anniversary of 
Earth Day, even the main-line trend setters 
such as Time magazine are aware that some- 
thing is seriously wrong; but their solutions 
are the same old thing: We Americans and 
other Europeans know how to solve all the 
problems and we will tell the rest of the 
world . They never acknowledge that most of 
the world practiced environmentally aware, 
sustainable cultures until the Europeans 
"discovered" the natural resources of the 
New World and went on to "develop" the 
resources of Asia. 

Europeans have justified their exploita- 
tion of the rest of the world with the notion 
that Europe produced all the great inven- 
tions. Now, after 50 years of research by 
Joseph Needham, it has been proven that 
most of the great inventions came from 



China. The only inventions that came from 
Europe were the screw, the water pump, and 
clockwork. All the others came from China 
by way of the Arabs or by way of letters from 
Jesuit missionaries in China in the 17th 
century. 

We could continue using the same de- 
structive tactics were it not for human over- 
population. Overpopulation is central to 
any discussion of the environmental crisis. 
Yet here in the US overpopulation is over- 
shadowed by the abortion debate — a debate 
mindless on both sides. On one side, abor- 
tion opponents say the more babies bom the 
more souls in heaven; on the other, ostensi- 
bly aware women claim to have total control 
over their own bodies. These women say 
they have the right to decide how many 
children they want irrespective of anything 
else. Had humans followed this road of folly 
from the beginning, the world would have 
been overpopulated thousands of years ago. 

All original peoples controlled births 
because they lived as part of their environ- 
ment and could see, daily, the effects they 
had on that environment. They knew better 
than to destroy the forest or the sea that fed 
them. Traditional birth control practices 
continued into the early years of this cen- 
tury. In 1922 an Englishman, Carr-Saunders, 
published a table showing the birth control 
methods used at that time by "natives" in 
183 different societies throughout the Brit- 
ish empire. 

In addressing overpopulation and the 
environmental crisis, it is worth looking to 
Japan. The Japanese have made the most 
progress in fighting overpopulation, reduc- 
ing their population growth since the war at 
a rate once considered impossible by demog- 
raphers. 

The Japanese are widely criticized for 
their overuse of resources, but few realize 
that for 300 years they kept their population 
the same. Not until the US forcibly "opened" 
Japan to trade in 1854 did the population 
jump, due to the Christian influence. When 
their population did finally soar, Japan had 
to enter the modem world and emulate the 
so-called "developed" countries to feed their 
people. Yet the Eurocentric mind cannot 
accept that this pagan, non-white culture 
has out-profited the Europeans. Here in the 
US, the main criticism of my books Earth 
Wisdom and Sacred Land is that I praise the 
underlying roots of Japanese culture. 

Ironically, then, Japan has shown us 
that they can outdo us at our own industrial 
game, but also that by their essential nature 
they can begin to lead us back to an Earth 
valid culture. In basic Shinto (which I have 
called "the way of the gods") nature Is divine 
and sacred and is "the point from which all 
avenues of thought depart, and to which 
they finally return." In European thought, 


God is up in the sky and we humans are down 
below in this "vale of tears" and the point of 
life is to be good enough to get to heaven. 
Hence, this earth is for man's use and is 
ultimately disposable. Despite all the recent 
Christian efforts claiming to be "for nature, " 
this fundamental human/earth dichotomy 
continues. No such dichotomy exists in 
Shinto because "this world is not an image, a 
reflection of something more perfect or more 
significant, but rather it represents the ulti- 
mate and final reality... The world is good; 
man Is a kami; work is good; fruits are good; 
sex is good..." One way to show how basic 
Shinto could help us regain our roots in 
nature is through a discussion of Buddhism. 

Although the Buddha himself achieved 
enlightenment at the very moment when, 
after meditating all night under the pipal 
tree, he saw the Morning Star, Venus, shin- 
ing before him; when he died his followers 
began to turn his thought into a narrowly 
human mode. They began debating who 
could be enlightened ... and only humans 
were eligible. When Buddhism reached 
China (Chan Buddhism), however, under 
Taoist influence Buddhists began to discuss 
the possible Buddhahood of plants and trees. 
After Buddhism reached Japan, Shinto influ- 
ence eventually resulted in the Buddhist 
monk Saigyo (1 1 18-1190) turning the whole 
thing upside down: Plants enlighten us. The 
natural world teaches humans. Taoism and 
Shinto have continued carrying the “old 
ways" of "original human" thinking into 
modem times. Gary Snyder explains: "Old 
means true, right, normal; in the flow of the 
universe. Old because it is the basic way to 
live — Taoism, Hinduism, Buddhism, are the 
younger brothers, slightly confused because 
passing through the temporary turbulence 
called civilization. 'Old' because available to 
all — regardless of culture, race, or place, who 
will set themselves down to the ground of 
their mind." 

Every food crop and every drug coming 
from plants was discovered by so-called 
primitives before the end of the Neolithic. 
Moreover all ways of living without destroy- 
ing nature were also discovered by then, and 
in some countries, the so-called "Third 
World, undeveloped" countries, indigenous 
cultures continue to practice these ways. We 
Europeans are now releasing numerous re- 
pents about the state of the planet by all sorts 
of "futurists," Gaia Atlas writers, and 
Worldwatch Institute; but these reprorts are 
flawed. Writing in the third world journal, 
IFDA (1988), Sachs sums it up: "Certainly, 
interpreting the state of the world chiefly in 
terms of ‘resources', 'management' and 'effi- 
ciency' may appreal to planners and econo- 
mists. But it continues to promote develop- 
ment as a cultural mission and to shapre the 
world in the image of the West...the reprorts 
tell preople how to see nature, society and 
their own actions. The more their language 
is adopted around the globe, the more diffi- 
cult will it be to see nature in terms of resprect 
and not as a resource, society in terms of the 
common good and not of production, and 


Day half of this nation's college campuses 
will celebrate Earth Day. 100 million Ameri- 
cans will turn out on this day to in some way 
supprort Mother Earth. 

Who will be there to proprose a 10 state 
7.3 million acre "Buffalo Commons" across 
the middle of this country? Who will be 
there to demand an end to the cutting of old 
growth? Who will be there with the heart 
and the guts to stand on the line to protect it? 
And who will be around to make sure that 
folks use the momentum built around Earth 
Day to keep going? 

Earth Day is still far enough away to 
plan for. Dakota Sid, Travers and I will be on 
the road spreading "Green Fire" before and 
after Earth Day. (See schedule in bulletins 
section.) 1 plan to meet with Earth Day 
committees helping our tour, and I'm sure 
many of these folks will continue doing 
Earth First! work. 

Earth Firsti's role involves being the 
consciousness of the events. We need to 
sp>eak out about blatant co-opting of Earth 
Day events and we need to direct attention 
toward "real" solutions instead of the "band- 
aid" approach most will take. EF! needs to 
work with the Earth Day committees to make 
sure the work continues beyond Earth Day. 

— Roger Featherstone 


action in terms of virtue and not of effi- 
ciency.” 

Japan could be a pivotal proint In the 
necessary "turn around." It was considered a 
"Third World" country until recently, when 
it surpassed the West in "productivity. " Two 
aspacts of Japan can help in this turn around. 
First, it does not have the underlying 
human/nature dichotomy of European 
thought. Second, it did at one time actually 
stop so-called "progress" by “turning back 
the hands of the clock" which no other 
modem nation has ever done. Japan, begin- 
ning in 1543, stopped the use of guns com- 
pletely. This happened when Hideyoshi 
announced he was going to build a statue of 
Buddha and called in all guns, which were 
literally hammered into a giant Buddha. 
Later the shogun Ieyasu gradually phased 
out all gun manufacture. Not until after the 
US oprened Japan in 1854 did Japan use guns 
again. This remarkable accomplishment 
indicates that thejapanese could show us the 
way again — this time back to nature. 

Another reason to think Japan can 
contribute to the necessary rethinking of our 
place in nature is that even today some 
pteople in Japan actually live the "old ways" 
— some rural peasant prooples and some what 
we would call intellectuals. We have no such 
continuous natural heritage in our European 
culture. It was effectively broken — first by 
Plato, later by the Christian missionaries 
taking over Europro and breaking up the last 
of the indigenous tribal cultures with their 
nature gods. 

Many centuries ago, thejapanese monk 
Dogen wrote: 

"That the self advances and confirms 
the 

myriad things is called delusion. 

That the myriad things advance and 
confirm 

the self is enlightenment." 

This is at the heart Deep Ecology and 
until all of us team what it really means we 
cannot restore the original human/nature 
harmony where every day is Earth Day. 
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DEFENDING THE WILDERNESS: The Adi- 
rondack Writingsof Paul Schaefer; 1989; cl 
$29.95, pbk $14.95; 280pp; Syracuse U Press, 
1600 Jamesville Ave, Syracuse, NY 13244- 
5160. 

Paul Schaefer has been a leading de- 
fender of the Adirondacks for over 50 years. 
Among his major contributions were help- 
ing stop dams on the Moose River; helping 
gain passage of stronger state laws to protect 
the Adirondacks; and helping inspire, 
through his friendship with Bob Marshall 
and Howard Zahniser, what became the 
Wilderness Act of 1964. In Defending the 
Wilderness, Schaefer describes the Adiron- 
dack forests and the struggles to save them 
from Joggers and dam-builders. It is a wel- 
come addition to the voluminous literature 
of the Adirondacks. 

SOWINGS AND REAPINGS: The Cycling of 
Good and Evil in the Human System; by 
Andrew Bard Schmookler; 1 989; hbk $ 14.95, 
pbk $9.95; 1 15pp; Knowledge Systems, 7777 
W Morris St, Indianapolis, IN 46231. 

Schmookler's latest book deals with the 
intransigence of both good and evil in 
human society. Though the book focuses 
more on social problems, its lessons are 
important for dealing with environmental 
problems as well. Readers of Schmookler's 
two previous books, Parable of the Tribes and 
Out of Weakness, will find Sowings particu- 
larly thought-provoking in that it carries 
further the main themes raised by the two 
earlier books. 

Dimona the Third Temple?: The Story 
Behind the Vanunu Revelation; by Mark 
Gaffney; Amana Press, 58 Elliot St, Brattle- 


boro, VT 05301; 1989; $12.50. 

Mordechai Vanunu put Earth first. He 
revealed to the British press the details of 
Israel's secret nuclear weapons production 
facility in order, in his words, "to expand the 
awareness of the nuclear danger in my own 
country, Israel, and in the Middle East." The 
price of his action — a sentence to 18 years in 
prison. 

Explaining the significance of 
Vanunu 's action, Mark Gaffney traces the 
history of Israel's defense policy in relation 
to the development of its nuclear strike force, 
now with at least 100 warheads (possibly 
including thermonuclear weapons) and Ln- 
terballistic missiles that could reach 
Moscow. In certain circumstances the Israeli 
government would not hesitate to launch a 
preemptive nuclear strike against Arab na- 
tions, Gaffney believes. Furthermore, the 
Israeli people have next to no knowledge of 
their government's policy. Of the military, 
Gaffney writes, "The Iron Fist is an autono- 
mous hand, unregulated and uncontrolled." 

Despite its weighty subject matter, Di- 
mona is fast-paced. Discussion of evidence 
and sources are wisely relegated to notes. 
Like Vanunu, the book has a purpose. Gaff- 
ney urges us to follow the Israeli's "selfless 
example" by working to end the threat of a 
nuclear Armageddon, still with us despite 
the relaxation of East -West tensions. 

Reviewed by Mary Davis. 

50 SIMPLE THINGS YOU CAN DO TO 
SAVE THE EARTH, by John Javna, the Earth 
Works Group; 1989; Earthworks Press, 
Berkeley; 96pp. $4.95. 

I waited 30 years to write a book review. 
What was I waiting for? SO Simple Things You 


Can Do To Save The Earth. Actually, I never 
intended to write book reviews at all. During 
my pre-Christmas buying spree, I happened 
to wander through a travelers supply store 
when this blue and yellow book jacket 
jumped me. Before I knew what had hap- 
pened, I had shelled out $4.95 and was racing 
home to read. 

Whether you're an Earth Firstler spiking 
trees or a housewife who doesn't want to 
throw any more orange peels into the gar- 
bage disposal, SO Simple Things is ideal. It is 
fun to read, full of sources (with phone 
numbers!), and short. 

My favorite "Thing” is number 1: "Stop 
Junk Mail." I've wondered for years how to 
stop my junk mail. Opening SO Simple 
Things, I yelled, "A-Ha!" There was what I 
wanted: an address to contact to stop my 
quota of junk (Mail Preference Service, Direct 
Marketing Association, 6 E 43rd St, NY, NY 
10017). 

But let's suppose I wasn't already con- 
vinced that junk mail should be stopped. 
Backtracking through the paragraphs 1 
found that 100 million trees per year are 
required to produce US junk mail and that an 
average American spends 8 months of his or 
her life opening junk mail. Adding insult to 
injury, the US Postal Service subsidizes this 
garbage, charging only 10. 1 cents versus the 
25 you and I must spend to pay our phone 
bills. Gach! With facts like these, SO Simple 
Things doesn’t need to lambast junk mall to 
convince one to abolish it. 

Other chapters take similar approaches, 
whether the Thing is using fewer plastic bags, 
recycling newspapers or boycotting styro- 
foam. Not only do you get tips on what to do, 
but you get enough information to argue 
your case with every beer-guzzling, gun-tot- 
ing, cattle-raising, fest food magnate you're 
likely to encounter. 

That's power. 

Javna is not surprised at the success of 
his book. "I'm a baby boomer," he says. 
“You learn that when you are thinking of 
something, so are eight million others ..." 

Though he's got a few years on me, I 
know what he means. I was toying with 
writing a series of articles that would essen- 
tially accomplish what his book does so well. 
So were others. Perusing a bookstore yester- 
day, I found a new book by Jeffrey Hollender 
called How to Make the World a Better Place 
and even February's Family Circle has a spe- 
cial section called "101 Ways to Save Our 
Earth." 

But I'm glad Javna beat us to it. Our 
planet cannot wait another nanosecond for 
its passengers to take action, and 50 Simple 


Things will help us do so. 

Javna also did a great service to the 
thousands of other environmental writers 
trying to persuade America to get its act 
together. By getting this book on the market, 
he freed us to research and write the count- 
less other books and articles urgently 
needed. Speaking of which, it's time for me 
to stop flailing away at this keyboard and get 
back to my next project: SO Simple Things to 
Do With The Thousand Points Of Light In 
George Bush's Head. 

Because of huge demand and the fact 
that it's printed on recycled paper, SO Simple 
Things is challenging to find. When it is 
available, however, you can buy it at most 
major book stores. 

Reviewed by Sneed B. Collard III. 

MAN AND THE NATURAL WORLD, by 
Keith Thomas; Pantheon Books, New York; 
1983. 

Human — or at least European — civili- 
zation has long been "synonymous with the 
conquest of nature." Yet for centuries people 
have questioned "man's" right to subjugate 
other creatures to meet his needs for survival, 
comfort, and sport. In this fascinating his- 
tory of English attitudes toward nature, 
Keith Thomas charts the decline in the an- 
thropocentric world view that began during 
the "early modem period,” between 1500 
and 1800. Today's reaction against anthro- 
pocentric thought, says Thomas, is merely 
an intensification of attitudes that sprouted 
during that time. Margaret Cavendish, for 
example, writing in 1664, sounds like a 
modern critic of species-centered thought: 
"For what man knows whether fish do not know 
more of the nature of water, and ebbing and 
flowing and the saltness of the sea? Or whether 
birds do not know more of the nature and degrees 
of air, or the causes of tempests? Or whether 
worms do not know more of the nature of the 
earth and how plants are produced? Or bees of 
the several sorts of juices of flowers than men? . . . 
Man may have one way of knowledge ... and 
other creatures another way, and yet other crea- 
tures' manner or way maybe [as] intelligible and 
instructive to each other as Man's ..." 

For Cavendish, it was ‘"the ignorance of 
men concerning the creatures'" that was the 
"'cause of despising other creatures, imagin- 
ing themselves petty gods in nature."’ 
However, even Cavendish must make the 
distinction between man and other crea- 
tures: "‘man has something more which is 
divine;/ He hath a mind and doth to Heav'n 
aspire.’" 

This distinction in turn helped rational- 
ize the prevailing belief that God made na- 



by Lone Wolf Circles 

CHOOSING SIDES, Joanne Rand; $11 ppd 
from EF! Music 

IT'S A MIRACLE, Alice DiMicele; $11 ppd, 
Box 281, Williams, OR 97544 
UNITY, Jenny Bird; $ 1 1 ppd, Box 1 730, Taos, 
NM 87571 

Earth First! was founded on a musical 
note — campfire songs and rally sing-alongs, 
the subtle orchestration of wind and water, 
loon and lion, marmot whistle and Coyote's 
celebratory howl. Country and folk music 
seemed to go well with small outdoor gather- 
ings, soon becoming an intractable part of 
the solidifying EF! stereotype — white, male, 
cowboy-hatted, camouflaged, mixing beer 
and bluegrass and blustery wilderness de- 
fense ... We sometimes talk about the''dance 
of life" without dancing extrapolate on the 
"joy of resistance” while suppressing our 
fervent play! 

The unifying agent, the aural glue that 
kept us together and committed at last year's 
divisive Rendezvous, was music. Music as 
the linguistic heart of the people, a dramati- 
zation of shared intent, the participatory, 
■~hr;ra: _ gninT in g, .sighing sounds of a devefc- 
[ oping triE^. We' danced! Some wore Levis, 

^.dm^Jom-clothsrsbrhe nothing but jwar 

paint, glistenTngTrra bath oF firelight. Folk 
irijsic^hxned-betweeirTocirandreggae, be- 
tween jamming forgotten youth, and purest 

female power. 


The Deep Ecology Soundtrack 
Part XVIII: Follow Your Bliss 

Gently or fiercely, sung or spoken, wis- awakeness, recognition and responsibility. right? 

dom carries more clout off the tongue of a We are not automatically, or equally, cul- But you let me cry, you let my tears flow into the 

woman. This is partly because we have heard pable just because we're human. At some earth, 

so much from men for so long, partly because critical, precipitous point in each person’s Cause you know our tears are healing 

the voice of the industrial machine tries so life, we finally see the destruction around us, to the one whose pain we're feeling. 

hard to sound "male," and mostly because and our role in it. We then make a choice: We know our tears are healing, 

the voice of woman is the sentiment of a close our eyes and "goon with business," or to the one who gave us birth, Sweet Mama Earth. 

wrathful mother: Earth! leam to act from our expanded perspective. Jenny Bird's voice calls on the child 

Joanne Rand's insuppressible fire af- There is a deliberate move one way or the within us to come out and play. It is vivid, 

firmed and affronted, excited and chastised. other, "Choosing Sides": vivacious, as immediately comprehensible 

Her voice shook the Jemez like the after- Indivisible humanity, increasing to insanity. as a baby’s squeaks or a lover's tender coos, 

shocks of volcanos, releasing a thousand I find myself caught in the middle of a war My only suggestion after her premier album, 

butterflies in our souls with every high note, against the wild. Mesa Sea, was for a song not just nature- 

And I am choosing sides. My side is thewild side. evoking, but specifically environmental. 

My side is the side of life. My side is the wild She responded on the latest collection, Unity, 

side.... in no uncertain terms, with "Wild Things": 

I'll shout from the mountain peaks. ... Where can we run, wild ones, where can we 

I'll scream it in the city streets. run and hide? 

I'll blaze it in blood across my chest: Tomorrow's genocide, when there's no place left 

and powerful statement. Rather than try to / am human, I am human, yes. to go. 

weave new intricacies into her newest But I’m choosing sides. Where can we fly, wild ones, fly to a place 

recording, Cjtoosing^ides, she opted to pare it Alice DiMicele's is a voice from the Where we can nest arty place. Where can we 

Ldown to it Czen b ones^simplify the produc- wilderness, calm persuasion and loving run? 

* tion until itTBceTISTIm or the briefest flutter demand: Tum-up the rousing tide cut, and the 

of leaves, uses space to delineate form, accen- I have always looked for the answers in the trees acappella rock number, "Practical Girl." 

tuates tone with the silence between notes. And I've heard the word spoken in the roaring of Settle back under the stars for the tender 

Absent this time are the band, and the the seas ... caress of "Aji's Angel Song, " co-authored by 

multi-layered harmonies. But with the band The Earth Cries out with each fallen tree, when her infant daughter. Feel the drought's dry- 

gone, there's room to sit closer to her pres- will skin touch, and the cracked earth of the 

ence, just Joanne and guitar, Joanne and we see, we need to leam to respect it? When appeal to the water spirit, in "Rain Comes." 

grand piano. This is Rand at her most per- will we see? The Celtic sounding "On The Mainland 

sonal, exposed, vulnerable. On the new cassette It's A Miracle, her Shoreline" sends harmonies aloft on oceanic 

Experience the excruciating and beauti- voice both cries and laughs. It is healing and spray, a story of deepening “sense of place." 

ful"Last Flicker of Life, "float the lush, happy nurturing, confident and unpretentious. Even thru sorrow, I'm reminded, 

current of "I Love It," brace yourself with the Her lyrics range from the suffering of "Woke I'm so glad to be here. 

cleansing winds of the prophetic indict- Up Cryin’" and "All Or Nothin"' to the Jenny's buoyant work, like Joanne's and 

ment, "Koyaanisquatsi," feel the rage in rocking title song, and the acappella tribute Alice's, qualifies here not only because of its 

"Antarctica": to the threatened Kalmiopsis wilderness, ecological sentiments. These new albums 

Well, they're drilling for oil and they're drilling "The Prettiest Jewel" — blissful commemora- are among the finest compositions available 

for coal, tion of shimmering life! on any topic, by even the must renowned 

And they're drilling the army, they're drilling our So much of the good work, the day-to- artists. Here are voices ofa quality surpassing 

souls, day organizing, litigating, and suffering over most female popular performers', and nearly 

And they're drilling big holes in the skin of the computers, is done by the unrecognized. the equal to the vibrant songs of summer 

earth, Alice's song for Julie Kay pays tribute to her birds, or the crystalline emanations of shift- 

Makesyou wonder what this whole fucking scene tireless efforts and selfless tears: ing river ice. The secret is faith. And passion. 

is worth. ... Woman, it’s in your voice that I hear her call. Send your comments, or recordings for re- 

Sweet sensitivity, like primal awareness, Woman, did you hear me cryin' in the night? view here, to POB 652, Reverse, NM 87830. 

leads inevitably through pain — the pain of Didyouwishyoucouldsayeverythingtumedout 


thrusting us to the damp earth with bass^ 
resonations^ 'nke all Ef! bards, ner power / 
/came through her, from th^sacred planetary 
whole, unrestrained by cori WHtldn or feaiL 
undiluted by pretension or insincerity. i . 
' Joanne s first release. Home, Is a singular 
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ture for man to use as he pleased. "‘Man, if 
we look to final causes, may be regarded as 
the centre of the world, said Francis Bacon, 
"'insomuch that if man were taken away 
from the world, the rest would seem to be all 
astray, without aim or purpose."’ 

Domestication was, accordingly, con- 
sidered good for animals. It civilized them 
and increased their numbers. Cattle and 
sheep, mused one commentator, were given 
life in the first place so as to keep their meat 
fresh '"till we shall have time to eat them."’ 
That there were wild animals not subject to 
man's desires, that fearsome reptiles existed, 
that animals had to suffer the pains of butch- 
ery, these facts were attributed to the Fall. 
And for Bacon, "'the purpose of science was 
to restore to man that dominion over crea- 
tion which he had partly lost at the fall.'" 

English colonists imported these atti- 
tudes to the New World. In Virginia they 
began converting the Indians by offering a 
cow for every 8 wolves killed. To rationalize 
their treatment of animals, people pointed 
out the fundamental difference between 
humanity and other forms of life. Man 
placed himself between the beasts and the 
angels. Man looked up to heaven while 
beasts looked at the earth. Man had speech, 
reason, religion. In the view made popular 
by Descartes from 1630 onwards, "animals 
were machines or automata, like clocks, 
capable of complex behavior, but wholly 
incapable of speech, reasoning, or, on some 
Interpretations, even sensation." 

The human body was also an automa- 
ton, for Descartes. But the human body had 
a soul, which beasts lacked. Denying ani- 
mals souls and the capacity to feel pain 
allowed people to abuse animals freely. The 
distinction between man and animals justi- 
fied sport hunting, domestication, meat- 
eating, vivisection, and extermination of 
predators. And people living closer to the 
animal state — from Hottentots to Irish, 
women, children, and the poor — were 
considered inferior In turn. 

Cockfighting, bearbaiting, nest rob- 
bing, and other means of tormenting ani- 
mals thus were not considered Immoral. 
Rarely spoke the bold voice, as Thomas 
Bywater in 1605 challenging his employer's 
addiction to hunting: "'Hawks and hounds 
... were not ordained by God for recreation, 
but for adorning the world.'" 

But the deeply anthropocentric view 
began to erode during the early modem 
period. The rise of natural history helped eat 
away at its founding assumptions. Carl 


Linnaeus and others developed classification 
schemes that centered on intrinsic features 
of the animal or plant, not on its usefulness 
to man (the criterion of former schemes). 
Change came slowly, but "the eventual out- 
come was the emergence of a totally new 
mode of perception." 

Pets, also, contradicted the Cartesian 
view by giving insights into the intelligence 
and character of animals. In the 16th and 
17 th centuries dogs and cats, especially, es- 
tablished themselves In middle class homes. 
Borders further crumbled with the rise of 
comparative anatomy in the late 1600s. 
Linnaeus put humans in the same order as 
bats and the same genus as the Orangutang. 
Besides, a feeling of kinship with beasts had 
long been sensed at a popular level in folk- 
lore and fable, and by farmers who until 
around the 1 7th century slept under one roof 
with their animals. 

"The explicit acceptance of the view," 
Thomas writes, "that the world does not 
exist for man alone can be fairly regarded as 
one of the great revolutions in modem west- 
ern thought." The idea was not new, even in 
the West, but support for the idea was. "In 
the seventeenth century It became increas- 
ingly common to maintain that nature ex- 
isted for god’s glory and that he cared as 
much for the welfare of plants and animals as 
for man.” 

"‘God loves the creatures that creep on 
the ground as well as the best saints,"’ said 
one commentator in 1646, "'and there is no 
difference between the flesh of a man and 
the flesh of a toad.'" 

Thomas traces the cause for this shift to 
the "vast expansion in the size of the known 
world." The Earth was no longer the center 
of the universe, astronomers suggested, and 
man became a mere speck in a universe 
Inconceivably vast. On the small end of the 
scale, the microscope by the end of the 1 7th 
century revealed millions of creatures, proto- 
zoa and bacteria, pursuing their daily rounds 
"in utter indifference to human concerns." 
And around the globe explorers stumbled on 
"new" lands wherein dwelt plants and ani- 
mals having no apparent human use. 

The final blow to the anthropocentric 
illusion came from the geologists whose 
work revealed the great antiquity of the 
Earth, and showed that man was a newcomer 
on the scene. Geologist G.H. Toulmin de- 
clared in 1780 that man was but a small part 
of nature. Toulmin "rejected anthropocen- 
tric religious myths as mere figments of 
human pride.” As Henry Baker said of man 


(1727): 

"Each hated toad, each crawling worm we 
see, 

Is needful to the whole as well as he." 

Thomas follows parallel changes in 
people’s attitudes toward plants. Medieval 
Europeans initially saw forests as hostile, 
harboring dangerous beasts. The word ‘sav- 
age’, which sums up people's fears of the 
wild, comes from silva, a wood. Forest clear- 
ing in England thus symbolized the triumph 
of civilization. Of course, people wanted 
trees for fuel and building materials, but 
these could be grown in orderly woods, In- 
stead of vast tracts of wilderness. Only the 
economic value of trees made them impor- 
tant; the second Earl of Carnarvon, in fact, 
regarded trees as "'an excrescence of the 
earth, provided by God for the payment of 
debts.'" 

The church in the 11th century had 
made it an offense to build a sanctuary 
around a tree. But by the 1700s certain of 
England's now domesticated trees became 
objects of veneration. People cherished trees 


EARTHSOUNDS 

by Daniel Conner 

RAINFOREST by Robert Rich, CD $15.98 or 
cassette $9.98 ($2.25 postage), from Back- 
roads, 417 Tamal Plaza, Corte Madera, CA 
94925; 1-800-825-4848. 

Robert Rich, a 27-year-old California 
synthesizer artist, has composed what the 
jacket liner describes as a "polyrhythmic, 
electroacoustic journey into the lush green 
beauty of the tropical soundspace — In the 

natural harmonics of just into nation." . 

i Oh, wow — spacey stuff. [But don't let j 
( the New~Agc hype soafll yotT away. ■. This is 
good music, ana to enjoy it you don't need to 
buy Into New Age la-fa or understand the 
intricacies of music theory. (Pythagorean or 
"just" intonation is uncompromised tuning, 
based on the natural mathematical propor- 
tions of the overtone series. We rarely hear 
it nowadays In European-derived music, at 
least since Johann Sebastian Bach gave us the 
equal-tempered scale.) 

Inside the jacket the composer writes, 
"The seed for Rainforest was planted while 
traveling through the heavily forested 
American Northwest, a region magnificent 
In its wild wet beauty, yet a painful reminder 
of the ravages of mankind. Seeing the scars 
of strip-cut lumbering gave me a visceral 
understanding of the ongoing deforestation 


for their beauty, their antiquity and histori- 
cal associations. Some people, like Thomas 
Tryon in 1691, even reported that "‘trees 
sufferpain when cut down, even as the beasts 
and animals do.’" People began to see flow- 
ers and even weeds as important for their 
own sake, as sources of beauty and spiritual 
renewal. 

The change in sensibility — from the 
anthropocentrism of Tudor England, to the 
confusion by the end of the 18th century 
about man's place in nature — created a 
dilemma that haunts us yet today, Thomas 
concludes. On the one hand we have seen an 
increase in the comfort and welfare of many 
people; on the other hand we see its cost, "a 
ruthless exploitation of other forms of ani- 
mate life." Compromise and concealment 
have so far spared us having to resolve the 
conflict we live, yet we cannot evade it 
forever. Man and the Natural World helps 
those of us who have inherited a European 
way of looking at, and treating nature to see 
the roots of the contradiction we continue to 
live. 

Reviewed by Catherine Landis. 

of ourplanet. 1 felt a sharp sadness, a longing 
for Eden. I wanted to communicate this 
yearning through my music." 

Now that’s more like it. If intentions 
count, then this might be music agreeable to 
an Earth Firstler's ear. And In fact, Rich 
succeeds admirably In his quest. Great 
jungle-music! Rich's sounds are in turn fes- 
tive, reverent, exhilarating, mysterious — all 
fully evocative of the tropical rainforest. At 
his best he reminds me of the Brazilian 
composer Heitor Villa-Lobos, who might 
have written music like this had he lived 
longer and had access to a synthesizer. 

Lush bell-tones and sprightly marim- 
bas, played in pentatonic and microtonal 
scales. Bamboo flutes and other ethnic in- 
struments. Lusty percussion — all backed up 
by ambient nature sounds: birds, insects, 
playing children, a tropical rainstorm. Rich 
also treats us to the subsurface sounds of the 
jungle — the sounds you might hear if you 
could somehow squeeze into the cracks be- 
tween surface events. 

Track 4, Surface, evoking the surface of 
still water, is my favorite. It teems with 
mysterious life-sounds: throbbing buzzing, 
chirruping, the flutter of unidentified wings. 
Try also track 7, The Raining Room, to evoke 
the sensation of electric tension preceding a 
cloudburst. 

Superb sound quality. Part of the 
album's proceeds are donated to the Rain- 
forest Action Network in San Francisco. 






Ned Ludd Books 


ECODEFENSE 


A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 
Edited by Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood 
Forward! By Edward Abbey 

Even before the FBI launched a $2 million campaign to intimidate us from 
publishing and distributing it, ECODEFENSE was the most controversial con- 
servation book ever written. Now with the accelerating destruction of wilder- 
ness, the failure of "legi timate" means to halt the destruction, and the crackdown 
by authorities against monkeywrenching, ECODEFENSE is needed as never be- 
fore. 


ECODEFENSE features detailed, field-tested hints from experts on: 

V Decommissioning heavy equipment 

V Closing roads 

V Stopping off-road-vehicles 

V Spiking trees 

V Removing survey lines 

V Hassling overgrazers 

V Felling billboards 

V Removing traplines 

V Safety and security 

V and much more! 


HEAVILY ILLUSTRATED 
311 PAGES 
$13.50 Postpaid 



J Foreman 
Forward: by Edwa 


The Big Outside 


A Descriptive Inventory of the Big Wilderness Areas of the 

USA 

By Dave Foreman and Howie Wolke 

This landmark conservation book argues effectively that ecological wilderness 
isbigwildemess. After8years ofdetailed research the authors have updated Bob 
Marshall’s historic 1936 Roadless Area Inventory. THE BIG OUTSIDE features: 

* Descriptions and status of every roadless area in America over 
100,000 acres in the West and 50,000 acres in the East 

* Historical and ecological introductions for each state or region 

* 21 maps showing large roadless areas 

* History of large roadless areas 

* Ecological importance of large roadless areas 

* The factors destroying America’s roadless areas 

* Large roadless areas ranked by size 

* Large roadless areas listed by states 

* Bob Marshall’s 1936 roadless area inventory 

* Bob Marshall's 1927 roadless area inventory (never before 
published) 

* Detailed guide for further reading 

* Foreword by MICHAEL FROME 

* 470 pages 

$21.00 Postpaid 


NED LUDD BOOKS PO Box 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703 


IMPORTANT NOTE: All orders for ECODEFENSE and THE 
BIG OUTSIDE (retail and wholesale) should be sent directly to 
NED LUDD BOOKS, POB 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703. Do not 
order from the Earth First! Journal. 
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New, straight- 
shooting Ecology 

T-shirts 

□□□ 

HALT MUSHROOMING 
DEVELOPMENT 

Beautiful design -gold on black - cotton. 

mmm 

It's Out of Control 
Eye-catching black or, white ■ - cotton. 
Lists dozens of examples. 


Protect Marine Resources 

Purple on White Hanes 50-50 
I llustrated with Fantastic Octopus 
□□□□□□□oil 

FREE CAT ALOG with more than 25 
rareecoT designs 

One shirt- $10 . . Three-$26 

S-M-L-Xl . . Add $2 per order (not per shirt) shipping 

« m 

Florida Mail Press 
P.O. Box 6 Old Town FL 32680 

Fla Residents add 6% sales tai 



MAKE PROTECTING THE 
ENVIRONMENT VOUR JOB 

The Job Seeker specializes in environmental 
and natural resource vacancies nationwide. 
Two issues each month are filled with current 
vacancies from Federal, state, local, private, 
and non-profit employers. A three month trial 
subscription is only SI 5.00. Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 

Dept A. Rt 2 Box 16, Warrens. Wl 54666 



Recy cled Paper 

BY MAIL 

T A T E make beautiful recycled paper 
l/\/ products, note cards, stationery, gift 
r V wap, and many printing, copy, and 
computer papers. Compared to virgin 
paper, producing one ton of recycled pa- 
per uses half the energy and water, saves 
17 trees, results in less air and water pollu- 
tion, and saves landfill space. Send for our 
32-page color catalog today and try it. 

EARTH CARE PAPER INC. 


Box 3335, Dept. 30, Madison Wl 53704 



CO-OP AMERICA'S BUILDING ECONOMIC ALTERNATIVES is a quarterly 
membership magazine filled with insightful articles on ways in 
which you can challenge the inefficiencies and injustices of our 
economic system. Each issue includes practical strategies for 
integrating your politics, economics and lifestyle. In the most 
recent issue, learn how to make recycling work on individual, 
business, community, and even national levels. For a FREE copy, 
write to Co-op America, 2100 M St. N.W. , Suite 310-P, Washington, 
DC 20063 or call 1-800-424-2667. 




20th Earth Day Anniversary Edition of 

PR 1 M 1 ST CREED 

For a Theology of the Environment 
by Lee Nading 

Great Soul of Nature. Earth-Native Primism. 
Technocalypse. Biosoul. The Inverida. 

First Breakfast. Life List. Species Sustenance. 
Kinship of Life. Vigils. Ecodice Covenant. 

Frameable collector's edition on &Vi x 13 in. 
archival paper, author signed and dated. 



★ Primist Creed, 3-color, neutral ph $6.00 

(Postpaid, shipped in cardboard tube) 


GREA BOOKS, POB 1805, Bloomington, IN 47402 



A GRAPHIC, SEMI- SATIRICAL LOOK AT MODERN 
LIFE AND \TS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 


PAPERBACK - °tb PALxES - 3 34 COMIC STRIPS 
(SOME HAVE- APPEARED IN ErARTH FIRST! T 
ISBN 0-462.4 216- 0-4 

4 IS a fo SHIPPING & HANDLING (ZO%FOR 
OUTSIDE U.S. - US. FUNDS, INTERNATIONAL 
MONEY ORDERS ONLY; PLEASE-^ 

HEP £i- off with this ad 

O.K. PRESS - RO.&. 5-2 1 

&UTTE, MT SP70 3 


SubAcnibe. 

H to 



d fTHL MT KAC& K&COKD 

8nv Lnonme.nta.iiAm, 
H_ohtLcA, Hoetnu, ^ 
hood <£ NutuLtLon, 

* Spin.ituaJ.itg., 1 

^ Book 9 ev ie.wA , 

<£ Othen 5tu£f.! 

LAAue.A pe/ 1 ue.ant 

kr SU.oo 




the. Hat 9ace. Hecondl 
9.0. Box 161 / 
Union, N$ 07083 




DUPONT'S OZONE HOLE: 
ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS OF 
CFC-HCFC RELEASE 
First comprehensive textbook? 320 
page paperback, $20 postpaid. 

Hole Truth, PO Box 44023, 

Tucson, A Z 85733 


ADVERTISE IN 
EARTH FIRST! 

Reach thousands of refined minds with 
your slick Madison Avenue message in 
our high-toned, sophisticated publica- 
tion. Rates are as follows: 

Half Page $300 
Quarter Page $150 
Eighth Page $80 
Column inch $10 

Columns are 2'A inches wide. There 
will be a minimum $25 extra charge 
for any ads that are not camera-ready. 
Ads that are not the proper width will 
be returned or they can be PMTed to 
fit for an additional $10 charge. Class- 
ified ads are available for 40 cents a 
word ($5 minimum). Send your ads to 
EF! POB 5871, Tucson, AZ 85703. 


WILDERNATURISTS 

NAKED ADVENTURE! 

On wilderness trails and waterways in the 
Rockies and Southwest, enjoy the freedom 
of the wilds with compatible companioQs 
year-round. Nudetrip Schedule: $2. 

The WILDERNATURISTS. Evergreen, 

CO 80439-0845 (303) 674-9724 


MEET OTHER ECOLOGY- 
MINDED SINGLES through 
the Concerned Singles News- 
letter. Nationwide. Since 
1984. Free sample: Box 555-B, 
Stockbridge, MA 01262. 


EF! Pilgrimage. Visit the sacred 
founding place of EF! in the Mexican 
desert with an expert guide (March 
1990). Re-live the early days of EF! 
Climb Cerro Pinacate, search for 
messianic visions, pray for Mother 
Earth, then visit the famous bar in San 
Luis, Sonora, for strength and revival 
fire. Write for information to: 

El Gran Desierto Guides, PO Box 426, 
Union City, CA 94587 


KAYAK, PADDLE, OR RAFT 
THE GRAND CANYON 

(or other rivers) ( 


and 


C 0L0 


rADO! 


The SAVE THE RAINFOREST COMMITTEE OF LOS ANGELES wishes 
to unveil to the discriminating public, its limited edition leisure 
shirts with the bold emblem: "Burger KILL" in bright Beverly Hills 

red between two buns. This at the usual price of $12. We also 

have large bumperstickers for your Rolls at only a trifle $1 (or 50c for 
20 or more). These say "Burgers Kill Rainforest". Both include our 
name, "Save the Rainforest", at no extra charge. Both cause quite a 
stir at garden parties and other social functions. Save the Dolphin 
full-color sweatshirts are also available for $22. Make your checks 
out to: Southern California Vegetarians Inc., PO Box 34427, Los 
Angeles, CA 90034. 

^WILD AMERICA^ 
IS OUR CAMPUS 

Career programs leading to 
AA, B.S. and M.S. degrees 

You can’t fully learn about the envi- 
ronment by sitting in a classroom. 

Our expeditions are small groups of 
inquiring college, high school, grad- 
uate students and faculty who travel 
across America as a learning com- 
munity. As we camp out September- 
May or summers— hiking, canoeing 
and skiing— we visit people and 
places to encounter deep ecological 
problems, society and self. Our 4- 
week to 4-year cross-cultural studies 
—Newfoundland to California— lead 
to naturalist, outdoor and educa- 
tional livelihoods. 

The Expedition Education Advan- 
tage. J incorporates all previous 
undergraduate coursework. Q of- 
.. fers accredited career internships, 
independent study, life experience 
credit and transferable coursework, 

J awards financial aid and career 
startup funding. 

Send for complete information packet or inquire: 

National Audubon Society 
Expedition Institute 

Sharon • Conn. 06069 
(203) 364-0522 

Students are admitted regardless of their race. _ f _ 

hL sex. religion or national origin. MUM 

=4 t.j .-I ■ i « .1 


FO R— Southwest 
Box 1115 

Flagstaff. AZ 86002 
Commercially-operated and licensed 
raft/paddle trips and Kayak support 
on Grand Canyon. Cataract. Green, 

San Juan, Dolores. AT SPECIAL 
LOW PRICES, AS BENEFIT to 
FRIENDS OF THE RIVER, 
in its effort to protect the Colorado, 
from "peaking power" and other 
energy development. 


HOW TO KILL A GIANT. 
Thoughts on a final solution. 
Read this book before it's 
banned. $7. K. Williams, Box 
811, Big Pine, CA 93513 
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I Armed with Visions 1 
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* clear as cut glass 

$ & just as dangerous Due to space constraints, we reserve 

J the right to excerpt and occasionally edii-ED. 
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PRAXIS 

crooked and alive pines 

not straight dead telephone poles 

Don Walsh 
Alexandria 


ON OLD HIGHWAY 66 


f’ Along the way, signs 

4% naming what city folks think is out here: 

-|j sage brush, sand dunes: failed businesses 

JP farther on, new lakes 


4; a green golf course 

4 homes with an armed guard 

4. 

** it but just beyond that, where the road 

f swerves up away from the river 
between Hodge and Lenwood 

4 where there’s “nothing”: 

4! bright (lowers tiny as birdshot 
m open trembling to the sky 


4 tortoise holes under the greasewood 
% hard white clay 


'■znsirsrsrgrx 


BURNING THE FLAG 


July 4, 1989 


I burn the flag 
that massacred 
Wounded Knee. 

I bum the actual 
specific flag flown 
by the U.S. Calvary 
that crucified the Sioux 
on Christmas 1890. 

I bum the flag 
that fiddles while 
rainforests bum. 

I burn the flag 
everyone stands & sings 
"rockets' red glare" to 
just before a football game 
while every second a 
footballfield of rainforest 
bums. I bum the flag 
that dropped napalm 
on children in Vietnam. 

I bum the flag 
that swapped guns for 
cocaine with deathsquads 
that raped & murdered 
nuns in El Salvador. 

I bum the flag that 
propped up the Somozas 
in Nicaragua all those 
decades. I bum the flag 
that burned Neruda's library. 
I bum the flag that 
promotes flag fetishism 
and pep-rally nationalism 
that forestalls a global 
alliance for peace 
and ecological sanity. 

I salute the flag 
that lives up to 
the word "freedom." 

I salute the flag 
that lives up to 
the word "democracy" 
-government by the people, 
not by the Forbes 500. 

I salute the flag 
that is an example 
to the whole world 
of ecological enlightenment. 


I salute the flag that 
salutes the whole Earth, 
the Human Family 
Whitman invoked 
in "Salut au Monde." 

I salute the green 
flag of Whitman. 

I salute the flag 
of Ecology, with 
the oval "e" where 
the stars used to be 
and green stripes 
where the red ones were. 

I salute the flag 
with the cerulean blue 
of our planet gleaming 
in a sea of black, 
more love-inspiring 
& goosebump-inducing 
than the Old Glory 
with holes in it that 
inspired Francis Scott Key. 
Better we bum the dollar 
& the yen-the flags that 
command our true allegiance- 
and declare world-wide 
Debt Amnesty so we can 
stop killing the Earth 
to pay our debts, and 
start anew with an econony 
in harmony with Ecology. 
Better we bum the flags 
of all nations in front 
of the United Nations 
than all nations burn 
in nuclear war or 
ecological holocaust. 

I salute the flag 
that is more offended 
by the desecration 
of the environment 
than by the desecration 
of any flag. 

I pledge allegiance 
to the Earth! 

I salute the flag 
of the Earth! 

Jeff Poniewaz 

Milwaukee 


Dick Barnes 
Claremont 


HARVEST NEWSPEAK 

on the misapplication of the term "harvest" to the 
murder of seals j wolves, whales, deer, caribou, etc., etc. 

The harvest of amber waves of grain 
is dead. The reapers gather sheaves of pain. 

The winnowing floor is slick with blood, 
and bones arc ground beneath the wheel. 

The dust of lies gathered into bags 

is sold (along with un-used shame 

for leavening) to make the loaves ( such loaves!) 

which are fed into the squalling mouths 

of hungry corporations and labyrinthine gullets 

of governments while the spirits of 

reaper, winnower, miller and baker 

die a little with each harvest, 

and they become the walking chaff. 

Paulette Calien 
Nutley 






GNARLED 

Years of growth, 

desert winds gusting, constant, dry, 
bringing enough debris for trees to hold 
to rock for dear life, life of endurance, 
year after year. Insects sucking sap, 
birds pecking holes, rodents 
chewing bark, as the pinyons 
suck sand, as the junipers chew sun, 
hoping for the weak’s survival - 
to survive the century. 

Growing on a good year, 

lightening raw slickrock, 

wedging a crack, its roots biting for space. 

as animals crawl on its skin. 

It weathers, wrenches its clilorophyll 
towards the sun, twining to avoid snow, 
twisting again to catch rain, 
gnarled. 

Eric Haskell 
Pasadena 
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Titles with asterisks (*) have been discontinued and will not be reordered when our 
current stock is gone. 

Please note that Ecodefense: A Field Guide for Monkeywrenching is no longer sold 
directly by the Earth First! Bookstore. All orders for it should be sent directly to the 
publisher, Ned Ludd Books (PO Box 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703). See the Ned Ludd 
Books ad in this issue for details. 

All prices listed below are postpaid. Order directly from Earth First!, POB 7, Canton, 
NY 13617. Books are sent 4th class book rate. For quicker first class mailing or UPS 
delivery please check with Nancy Z ( 602-622-1371) for additional shipping charges. 

Good reading! 

NEW BOOK 

HAYDUKE LIVES! 

By Edward Abbey 

For all of you who last saw George Washington Hayduke hanging from a cliff above 
the raging Colorado River, here is the sequel to Abbey's comic masterpiece, The 
Monkey Wrench Gang. Bonnie Abbzug, Doc Sarvis and Seldom Seen Smith return 
as well, with help from that wild and crazy outfit Earth First! (which two of Seldom's 
wives have joined) and the Lone Ranger. The villainous Bishop Dudley Love is back, 
along with a bunch of new evil-doers including a BLM rangerette and shadowy 
federal agents. When the Colorado Plateau is under siege by a multinational 
uranium corporation and the world's largest strip mining shovel, GOLIATH, who ya 
gonna call? Hayduke! Hardcover, 308 pages. $21 postpaid. 


BACKLIST OF TITLES 


THE FOOLS PROGRESS "An Honest 
Novel'' by Edward Abbey. Hardcover, 485 
pages, $22. 

THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG By Edward 

Abbey. S6. 

'THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG (German 
translation) By Edward Abbey $12. 

DESERT SOLITAIRE By Edward Abbey. 255 
pages, hardcover, $28. 

DESERT SOLITAIRE By Edward Abbey. 
Paperback, $4.50 

THE JOURNEY HOME "Some Words in 
Defense of the American West" by Edward 
Abbey. Illustrated by Jim Stiles. $10 
ONE LIFE AT A TIME, PLEASE By Edward 
Abbey. $9 

BEYOND THE WALL "Essays From the 
Outside" By Edward Abbey. $9 
LAST WORDS By Antler. Paperback, 191 
pages. $6. 

LAND OF LITTLE RAIN By Mary Austin 
with an introduction by Edward Abbey. $8 
A GREEN CITY PROGRAM For San Fran- 
sisco Bay Area Cities & Towns by Peter Berg, 
Beryl Magilavy, and Seth Zuckerman. 70 
pages, softcover, $6.50. 

THE GRIZZLY IN THE SOUTHWEST 
"Documentary of an Extinction" by David E. 
Brown, with a foreword by Frank C. 
Craighead, Jr. Hardcover. $22. 

THE WOLF IN THE SOUTHWEST "The 
Making of an Endangered Species" David E. 
Brown, editor. $ 1 1 

STATE OF THE WORLD 1989 By Lester 
Brown and Worldwatch. Index, footnotes, 
256 pages, paperback. $11.50. 

TOPSOIL AND CIVILIZATION Revised edi- 


I “ 
Si 


tion, by Vernon Gill Carter and Tom Dale. 
$13. 

OVERSHOOT "The Ecological Basis of Revo- 
lutionary Change" by William R. Catton, Jr. 
Index, glossary, references, 298 pages. $12 
-AGENTS OF REPRESSION "The FBI’s Secret 
War Against the Black Panther Party and the 
American Indian Movement" By Ward 
Churchill and Jim Vander Wall. 509 pages, 
index, extensively footnoted, heavily illus- 
trated with photos, softcover. $17. 

HE HISTORY OF THE SIERRA CLUB, 
1892-1970byMichaelP. Cohen. Hardcover, 
550 pages, index, footnotes. $32.50. 

THE PATHLESS WAY By Michael Cohen. 
$14.50 

HOW NATURE WORKS "Regenerating Kin- 
ship with Planet Earth" by Michael). Cohen 
(a different Mike Cohen than the author of 
"The Pathless Way"). 263 pages. $12.50. 
CHANGES IN THE LAND "Indians, Colo- 
nists, and the Ecology of New England" by 
William Cronon. 241 pages, index, foot- 
notes, bibliographic essay. $9. 


ECOLOGICAL IMPERIALISM "The Bio- 
logical Expansion of Europe, 900 - 1900" by 
Alfred W. Crosby. Index, references, maps, 
illustrations, 368 pages. $13 
SIMPLE IN MEANS, RICH IN ENDS "Prac- 
ticing Deep Ecology" by Bill Devall. 224 
pages, bibliography. $12.50. 

DEEP ECOLOGY "Living As If Nature Mat- 
tered" by Bill Devall and George Sessions. 
263 pages. $11.50 

THE ARROGANCE OF HUMANISM By 
David Ehrenfeld. Index, references, 286 
pages. $12.50 

THE NATURAL ALIEN "Humankind and 
Environment" by Neil Evemden. $14 
TROPICAL NATURE "Life and Death in the 
Rain Forests of Central and South America" 
by Adrian Forsyth and Ken Miyata. $9 
THE AMERICAN CONSERVATION MOVE- 
MENT "John Muir and His Legacy" by 
Stephen Fox. $16.50 

CLEARCUTFING: A CRIME AGAINST NA- 
TURE by Edward C. Fritz. Hardcover, 16 
pages of color photographs, graphics. 
$16.50. 

STERILE FOREST "The Case Against 
Clearcutting" by Edward C. Fritz. Special 
discounted price of $6.50 
TAME WILDERNESS By Dennis Fritzinger. 
$ 6 . 

CONSCIENCE OF A CONSERVATIONIST 
"Selected Essays" by Michael Frame. 288 
pages, $27. 

PROMISED LAND "Adventures and En- 
counters in Wild America” by Michael 
Frame. Originally priced at $18.95. Signed 
by Mike Frame. Flardcover. $12 as a special 
for EFlers. 

WHOSE WOODS THESE ARE "The Story of 
the National Forests" by Michael Frame. $ 10 
WAR AT HOME Covert Action Against U.S. 
Activists and What We Can Do About It By 
Brian Click. 92 pages, paperback, footnotes, 
resources for help. $6. 

FEAR AT WORK "Job Blackmail, Labor and 
the Environment" by Richard Kazis and 
Richard L. Grossman. Special discounted 
price of $9.50 

SECRETS OF THE OLD GROWTH FOREST 
By David Kelly with photographs by Gary 
Braasch. Bibliography, 99 pages, oversized 
hardcover. $32. 

THE BREAKDOWN OF NATIONS By Leo- 
pold Kohr. Foreword by Kirkpatrick Sale. 
Index, bibliography, appendices, paperback, 
250 pages. $6. 

SACRED LAND SACRED SEX "Rapture of 
the Deep" by Dolores LaChapelie. One of the 
best deep ecology books. 382 pages, index, 
footnotes, bibliography, oversized. $24.50. 
EARTH WISDOM By Dolores LaChaDelle. 
$15.50 

BEAR MAGIC A chapbook by the National 
Grizzly Growers. $3.50 


* A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC By Aldo 
Leopold. $9 

HEADED UPSTREAM "Interviews With 
Iconoclasts" by Jack Loeffler. 194 pages, 
photographs, $12.50. 

ALDO LEOPOLD "His Life and Work" by 
Curt Meine. Hardcover, $32. 

COMPANION TO A SAND COUNTY AL- 
MANAC "Interpretive & Critical Essays" 
edited byj. Baird Callicott. $14.50 
QUATERNARY EXTINCTIONS "A Prehis- 
toric Revolution" Edited by Paul Martin and 
Richard G. Klein. Paperback, index, foot- 
notes, references, 892 pages. $37.50. 
WILDLIFE IN AMERICA By Peter Matth- 
iessen. Heavily illustrated with color and 
black and white (including color plates by 
Audubon). Index, 332 pages, hardcover. 
Originally prices at $32 postpaid, now only 
$18! 

THE HUMAN CONDITION "An Ecological 
and Historical View" by William H. McNeill. 

Hardcover, 81 pages. $10 
PLAGUES AND TEOPLES By William H. 
McNeill. Paperback, 291 pages, index, foot- 
notes, appendix. $8. 

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO ECOLOGY? 
by Stephanie Mills. Hardcover, 253 pages, 
$ 21 . 

WILDERNESS AND THE AMERICAN 
MIND By Roderick Nash. $13.50 
THE RIGHTS OF NATURE "A History of 
Environmental Ethics" By Roderick Nash. 
Hardcover, $29. 

ENDANGERED RIVERS "And the Conserva- 
tion Movement" by Tim Palmer. 40 full- 
color photographs by the author. 316 pages, 
index, references, appendices. $15. 
DOLPHIN LEAPING IN THE MILKY WAY 
By Jeff Poniewaz. $8 

CADILLAC DESERT "The American West 
and Its Disappearing Water" by Marc Re- 
isner. $ 1 1 

MOUNTAINS WITHOUT HANDRAILS 
"Reflections on the National Parks" by Jo- 
seph L. Sax. $9.50 

DESERTS ON THE MARCH Fourth edition 
by Paul B. Sears. Hardcover. $20. 
THINKING LIKE A MOUNTAIN "Towards a 
Council of All Beings" by John Seed, Joanna 
Macy, Pat Fleming and Ame Naess. Illus- 
trated by Dailan Pugh. 128 pages, references. 
$9.50 

SISTERS OF THE DREAM by Mary So- 
journer. Hardcover, 363 pages, $22. 
CONSERVATION BIOLOGY "An Evolu- 
tionary-Ecological Perspective" edited by 
Michael E. Soule and Bruce A. Wilcox. 395 
pages, index, bibliography. $26.50 
CONSERVATION BIOLOGY "The Science 
of Scarcity and Diversity" edited by Michael 
E. Soule. 584 pages, index, bibliography. 
$29.50 

THE OLD WAYS By Gary Snyder. $5.50 
WITH JUSTICE FOR NONE "Destroying an 
American Myth" By Gerry Spence. 370 
pages, hardcover, index, references. $21. 
"THIS IS DINOSAUR "Echo Park Country 
and Its Magic Rivers" edited by Wallace 
Stegner. $10 


ZODIAC “The Eco-Thriller" by Neal 
Stephenson. Paperback, 283 pages. $9 
THE WHISPER BEHIND THE WIND By 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz. 44 pages. $7.50 
RESPECT FOR NATURE A Theory of Envi- 
ronmental Ethics 

By Paul W. Taylor. Index, bibliography, 
footnotes, 329 pages. Paperback. $14. 
WILDERNESS VISIONARIES By Jim dale 
Vickery. $12. 

ON THE BRINK OF EXTINCTION "Con- 
serving the Diversity of Life" by Edward C. 
Wolf. 54 pages, index. $4. 

RIVERS OF EMPIRE Water, Aridity & The 
Growth of The American West By Donald 
Worster. Index, footnotes, paperback. 
$14.50. 

YELLOWSTONE AND THE FIRES OF 
CHANGE By George Wuerthner. Many 
color photographs, bibliography, maps, 64 
pages, paperback, oversized. $10. 

MAPS 

We are offering several fine US Geological Survey 
maps — all suitable for wall mounting as well 
as being necessary reference tools for wilderness 
activists. Prices listed are postpaid. Maps are 
mailed folded (although they can be sent rolled 
for an extra $2 per order, except for the Wilder- 
ness System map). 

NATIONAL WILDERNESS PRESERVA- 
TION SYSTEM This full color, large map (40" 
x 25") shows all designated Wilderness Areas 
by agency in the US (including Alaska and 
Hawaii), plus a list of all the Wilderness Areas 
by state with their acreages. Scale is 
1:5,000,000. Information is current to Janu- 
ary 1987. Rivers, state boundaries, and major 
cities are also shown. $3.25. 

US POTENTIAL NATURAL VEGETATION 
A beautiful multi-color map showing 106 
different vegetative types in the US. This is 
the Kuchler Ecosystem Map the Forest Serv- 
ice used in RARE II. The reverse side shows 
Alaska and Hawaii and offers a fairly detailed 
essay about the map and potential natural 
vegetation. A National Atlas Separate; scale 
is 1:7,500,000 (28" x 19") $3.25. 

MAJOR FOREST TYPES A multi-color map 
showing the 25 major forest types in the 
United States including Alaska and Hawaii. 
ANational Atlas Separate. 1:7,500,000 (28"x 
19"). $3.25. 

FEDERAL LANDS A National Atlas Separate, 
1:7,500,000 (28" x 19"), showing' National 
Forests, Grasslands, Parks, Monuments, 
Wildlife Refuges, BLM lands, military, In- 
dian Reservations, Bureau of Reclamation, 
etc. in different colors for all 50 states. 33.25. 
ALASKA NATIONAL INTEREST LANDS A 
splendid color map of Alaska with shaded 
relief, rivers, lakes, elevation points, commu- 
nities and roads. The National Parks, Pre- 
serves, Monuments, Wildlife Refuges, Wild 
& Scenic Rivers and Wilderness Areas desig- 
nated by the December 2, 1980, Alaska Na- 
tional Interest Lands Conservation Act are 
shown, as are the Tongass and Chugach 
National Forests. 24" x 18". $3.25. 


BOOKS ON TAPE 

AN EVENING WITH JOHN MUIR 

This is a recording of Lee Stetson's one-man stage play, based on the life and 
works of John Muir. In it, we join Muir in his home on the evening of Dec. 19, 
1913, as he awaits a decision by President Woodrow Wilson. Wilson must sign 
or veto the bill authorizing a dam within Yosemite National Park, a decision to 
either provide new water to San Francisco or to preserve the exquisite Hetch 
Hetchy Valley. For Muir, this is the last battle in a 25-year-long struggle to 
preserve the National Park System he helped create. Cassette, 90 minutes. $11 
postpaid. 

JOHN MUIR'S STICKEEN 

Performed by Lee Stetson. This is Muir's gripping story of getting trapped on a glacier 
during a howling storm in the company of the dog, Stickeen. This "little, black, 
short-legged bunchy-bodied, toy dog," as Muir described him, "enlarged my life, 
extended its boundaries." The tale was one of muir's most popular, and has lost none 
of its power in this recorded performance. Cassette, 38 minutes. $10 postpaid. 

FREEDOM AND WILDERNESS 
Edward Abbey Reads From His Work 

Two cassettes (2hrs. 52 minutes) of Edward Abbey reading selections from his books. 
Includes Come On In (The Journey Home), Fire Lookout (Abbey's Road), The Dead 
Man At Grandview Point (Desert Solitaire), Down There In The Rocks (Abbey’s 
Road), Cowboys (Desert Solitaire), Watching The Birds: The Windhover (Down The 
River), In Defense Of The Redneck (Abbey's Road), Merry Christmas Pigs (Abbey's 
Road), Freedom And Wilderness, Wilderness And Freedom (The Journey Home), 
Planting A Tree (Down The River). Hear it from Cactus Ed hisself. $18.50 postpaid. 


THE EARTH FIRST! LI'L GREEN SONGBOOK 

78 terrific Earth First.! songs by Johnny Sagebrush, Cecelia Ostrow, Bill 
Oliver, Greg Keeler, Walkin' Jim Stoltz and others from Australia and 
America. Guitar chords are included with most songs. An absolute must for 
ever} 7 true-green EF!er to sing along with our minstrels or to play the songs 
yourself. Dealer inquiries welcome. $6 postpaid, $4 postpaid special to 
Earth First! subscribers only! ($3 plus shipping for prepaid wholesale orders 
of 5 or more). 
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Dakota Sid "No Mercy" 

Dakota Sid's latest (and best!) album features 
the powerful song, "Greenflre" created on 
EF! roadshows along with the hit of the '87 
Round River Rendezvous "It's All Bullshit!" 
Also Includes Their Brains Were Small And 
They Died, It's All Right Kid, Expanding 


NEW MUSIC 

Joanne Rand "Choosing Sides" 

In her second tape, Joanne delves into the 
emotional side of our environmental crisis. 
Among others, this tape features the song 
Koyaanisquatsl, which should be a theme 
song for our decade. Also includes: Always 
Be Warm, Gotta Give All You Have, Privi- 
leged Class, Last Flicker of Light, Georgia, 
Antarctica, Our Children’s Children, Choos- 
ing Sides, I Love It, and Remember Me. $10 
postpaid. 

OLD FAVORITES 

Austin Lounge Lizards 

"Creatures From the Black Saloon" 
Marvelous country satire, superbly pro- 
duced. Includes smash songs such as: Sa- 
guaro; Pflugerville; Anahuac (with Jerry Jeff 
Walker); Kool-Whip; Chester Woolah; Hot 
Tubs of Tears; Old & Fat & Drunk; The Car 
Hank Died In; and much more. $9 postpaid. 

Austin Lounge Lizards 

"Highway Cafe of the Damned" 

The Lizards drop to new depths with their 
second tape featuring the title song; Com- 
husker Refugee; Industrial Strength Tran- 
quilizer; Wendell The Uncola Man; Acid 
Rain; I'll Just Have One Beer; Dallas, Texas; 
The Ballad of Ronald Reagan; When Drunks 
Go Bad; Jalapeno Maria; Get A Haircut, Dad; 
The Chester Nimitz Oriental Garden Waltz. 
$9 postpaid. 

Darryl Chemey 

"I Had To Be Bom This Century" 
Darryl is a stagin' fool and organizing dy- 
namo who has taken the North California 
Coast by storm and earned the eternal en- 
mity of Charlie Hurwitz and MAXXAM. His 
first smash album includes: Earth First!; 

Where Are We Gonna Work When The Trees 
Are Gone?; Chernoble Blues; My Stereo 
Comes From Japan; It’s CAMP; Eel River 
Flood Of '86; Give 'Em Hell, Sally Bell; Big 
Mountain Will Not Fall; Dave Foreman 
Called On The Ice Age This Year; Mosquito 
Party; and more! Liner notes with words 
included. $9 postpaid. 

Darryl Chemey "They Sure Don't Make 
Hippies Like They Used To!" 

At long last, Darryl took time out from his 
many blockade and demonstration gigs to 
record some of his latest radical tunes. Be- 
sides the title song, this has: Xerox The 
Money; Board of Forestry Song; Potter Valley 
Mill; Earth First! Maid; You Can't Clearcut 
Your Way To Heaven; Free The Dead; We're 
All Dead Ducks; Ballad of Don Hodel; Knock- 
ing on Extinction's Door; Ballad of the Lone- 
some Tree Spiker; Stop the War; Running For 
My Life; Where's Bosco?; Spike A Tree For 
Jesus; This Monkeywrench of Mine. In- 
cludes lyric sheet (complete with chord nota- 
tions) and a classic burning 'dozer cover. $9 
postpaid. 

Lone Wolf Circles "Full Circle" 

A poetic journey into the artist's magical 
worldview, set to the music of man and the 
music of nature. A return to awareness and 
sensitivity, to our wild and true selves, alive 
and free. Gary Snyder says "Full Circle is a 
surprising experience; archaic, fresh, future; 
wild, refined, all at once. Which should be 
no surprise — that's how the real world is — 
my respects to Lone Wolf Circles." 27 
poems. S 10 postpaid. 

Lone Wolf Circles "Tierra Primera" 

Live recordings of the Deep Ecology Medi- 
cine Show featuring Wolf's primal poetry 
backed by a variety of musicians. Well engi- 
neered, this tape captures the spirit of a toad 
show and makes you want to go out and do 
something. $10 postpaid. 

Dakota Sid ". . . For The Birds" 
You've enjoyed the heart-stirring songs of 
Dakota Sid at the Round River Rendezvous. 
Now you can purchase his cassette featuring 
For the Birds, Eagle Song, High Flyin' Tune, 
Endangered Stranger, The Condor at the 
Western Gate, Runnin' with the Moon (Owl 
Song), and Hawks & Eagles. This one's for the 
birds — and all you bird lovers, too. $10 

postpaid. 


Universe, Redwood, 2187, The Seed, Smoke, 
No Mercy, Trouble Deep, and Nirvana City 
Blues. $10 postpaid. 

Kelly Cranston "For the Kalmiopsis" 
Wilderness activist Kelly Cranston escaped 
from the hinterlands of New Mexico with a a 
love of the land, a wicked sense of humor and 
a keen eye for Amurrican culture. After 
honing his music beside countless camp- 
fires, he finally put some on tape. Besides the 
title song, this includes Dragonfly, Country 
Song, Public Lands, The Greenhouse Effect 
(The American Response), Northern Pines, 
Free the Wolf, All of Stone, You Bet!, and 
Wisdom of Growing Older. $9 postpaid. 

Mark Graham "Natural Selections" 
Intelligent, funny, misanthropic music with 
a twisted bluegrass flavor. Some great pick- 
ing on songs like: I Can See Your Aura (And 
It's Ugly), I'm Working On The Food Chain, 
Have a Nice Day, Life Is Hard When You're 
Dumb, Their Brains Were Small and They 
Died (he wrote it), and more. $9 postpaid. 

Greg Keeler "Songs of Fishing, Sheep and 
Guns in Montana" 

Greg Keeler’s marvelously satiric first album 
pokes fun at everything worth poking fun at 
in the West. Includes: Ballad of Billy Mon- 
tana, I Don't Waltz (And She Don't 
Rock'n'Roll), Drinkin' My Blues Away, Miles 
City Buckin' Horse Sale, Latter Day Worm 
Fisherman, Fossil Fuel Cowboy, Montana 
Cowboy, Cold Dead Fingers, Last Great 
American Cookout, I Call My Mama Papa, 
Good Morning Sailor, Make Bucks Get Rich, 
Roll On Missouri. $9 postpaid. 

Greg Keeler "Talking Sweet Bye & Bye" 
Gref's encore and just as biting. Includes 
Little Bitty Bugs, There'll Come A Revolu- 
tion, Talking Sweet Bye & Bye, Facilitators 
From The Sky, Talking Interface Blues, Old 
Friends And Lovers, Big Budget Woman, 
Church Bells, Ski Yellowstone, Idaho, Death 
Valley Days, Dark Clouds. $9 postpaid. 

Greg Keeler "Bad Science Fiction" 
Keeler returns with an all new album: Bad 
Science Fiction, Cow College Calypso, Do 
Not Ask, Montana Banana Belt Cowboy, 
Nuclear Waste Blues, Is The Ouzle Stupid?, If 
Bears Could Whistle, Nuclear Dioxin Queen, 
What's Left Of The West, Ode To Rough Fish, 
Take Me Back, Duct Tape Psalm, Modem 
Problems Dancing. $9 postpaid. 

Greg Keeler "Post-Modem Blues" 
Ohmigod, he’s back. Includes: P-U-B-L-I-C 
L-A-N-D-S, Post-Modem Romance, Swiss 
Army Beatitudes, Rata Forest Rider, Give Us 
Fiber, Ryegate Montana Testicle Festival, 
Lament of the Laundromat, Lady Please 
Drive Me Back To Oklahoma 'Fore I'm 
Driven To Tears, and others. $9 postpaid. 

Greg Keeler "Nuclear Dioxin Queen" 
Keeler goes pro, complete with backup musi- 
cians and slick production. This tap>e has a 
few new songs, including "Manly Men", hit 
single of the '89 RRR, and No Dog Bathroom. 
Otherwise, this is largely a "greatest hits" 
collection, with remixed versions of the title 
song; WD-40 Polka; Lady Please, Drive me 
Back To Oklahoma; Lament O The Laundro- 
mat; New Age Cowboy; Talking Interface 
Blues; Do Not Ask; and Bad Science Fiction. 
$10 postpaid. 

Katie Lee "Colorado River Songs" 
Katie writes, "GLEN CANYON IS GONE and 
will stay gone until someone blows up that 
heinous dam or the great old Colorado gets 
mad enough to kick its ass downstream. 
Most of these songs were written before, and 
in protest of, those life-killing plugs and have 
survived to be added to, re-arranged and 
parodied by river runners. A few are new. 
They are LOVE SONGS to a truncated Grand 
and to those glorious canyons over whose 
bones the unenlightened multitudes race on 
a freeway of stagnant water." $10 postpaid. 

Katie Lee "Fenced!" 

Twelve new songs about the old West, writ- 
ten in the folk tradition. These songs remind 
us of some of the things we should try to keep 
from slipping away. Includes: Wreck-The- 


Nation Bureau Song; Bert Loper; Ridin' 
Down The Canyon; Fenced; and others. 60 
minute cassette. $10 postpaid. 

Katie Lee 

"Ten Thousand Goddam Cattle" 

28 spirited songs about an older and disap- 
pearing West. Includes: A Cowboy's Prayer; 
Old Dolores; The Last Wagon; Dobe Bill; Jose 
Cuervo; Empty Cot in the Bunkhouse; The 
Ballad of Alferd Packer; and more. A double 
album - 90 minute cassette. $12 postpaid. 

Katie Lee "Love's Little Sisters" 

17 heart-tugging, poignant, yet tasteful bal- 
lads about the souls, lives and loves of 
women who made The West and its men! 
Includes: House of the Rising Sun; The Sisters 
of the Cross of Shame; The Hooker (written 
by Tom Paxton); Casey's Last Ride (written 
by Kris KristofFerson); The Flower of Virginia 
City Fire Company; and more. $10 postpaid. 

Dana Lyons "Our State is a Dumpsite" 

A short but powerful cassette by Washington 
State environmental stager/songwriter Dana 
Lyons. Includes title song. The Company's 
Been Good to Me, The Stars Will Always 
Move, and Drying Tears. $6 postpaid. 

Dana Lyons "Animal" 

Dana's long-awaited second tap>e is finally 
out. For anyone who has heard him at a RRR, 
you know he's one of the finest musicians 
and songwriters in the country. For those of 
you who haven’t heard him yet, you'll just 
have to buy this tape. Includes: RV, Building 
One In My City, I Am An Animal, I Saw His 
Body, Music Off The Moonlight, Timebomb, 
The Tree, OEO When Will The Work Be 
Done, and others. $11 postpaid. 

Mokai "Clearcut Case Of The Blues" 
Mokai is an original EF! tree-climber and 
accomplished blues guitar picker. His first 
album includes: California Condor; Gota' To 
The Wilds; Wild Places; Springhead Blues; 
Pollution Blues; Clearcut Case Of The Blues; 
Goddamn The Forest Service; Earth First! 
Now (What Did I Say?). $9 postpaid. 

Bill Oliver "Texas Oasis" 

Bill Oliver's first inspiring, witty and rollick- 
ing album. Includes: Texas Oasis; Pretty 
Papier, Pretty Trees; If Cans Were Nickels; 
Shopping Maul; Village Creek; Holes; Snail 
Darter March; River Libber; Have to Have a 
Habitat; and lots more! $9 postpaid. 

Bill Oliver & Friends 
"Better Things To Do" 

Bill Oliver has rearranged his fine "Better 
Things To Do" cassette with the addition of 
several new songs including Turtle Island; 
Champ! (with the Austin Lounge Lizards); 
and Rio Grande Valley. Also includes Muir 
Power To You; Better Things To Do; Get 
Along Litter Dogies (with Jerry Jeff Walker); 
Pine Away Pine Bark Beetle; Grand Canyon 
Rendezvous (by Glen Waldeck); When I 
Look Into The Sky; and more. $9 postpaid. 

Cecelia Ostrow "All Life Is Equal" 
Cecelia has one of the most beautiful voices 
in music today. The lyrics and music to her 
songs are haunting and profound. Includes: 
Sweet Oregon Home; Water; Wild Things; 
Forest Song; Oh California; Dark Time; You 
Were There For Me; and more. $8.50 post- 
paid. 

Cecelia Ostrow "Warrior of the Earth" 
Here's a new taste of Cecelia's gently piercing 
voice and Earth-sensitive lyrics. Includes the 
title song, along with: The Blockade Song; 
Chicago; Eagle Creek; American Pacific 
Northwest; Bird Song; You've Got The 
Power; Idaho; My Soul Is Dancing; Love 
Song; The Day The Forest Died; In the Moun- 
tains; I Know A Tree. $9 postpaid. 

Rainforest Information Centre 
"Nightcap" 

An outstanding one hour long documentary 
of the successful defense of the Nightcap 
Rainforest in Australia in 1979. One half 
music including "Take Your Bulldozers 
Away," "Tonka Toys," and other great Aus- 
tralian environmental songs. The rest of the 
tape is live action recording from the block- 
ade. $10 postpaid. 

Joanne Rand "Home" 

Joanne was the surprise hit of this year's 
Rendezvous, with an amazingly powerful 
voice reminiscent of Joni Mitchell's early 
days. Another great find from the Pacific 
Northwest. Includes: I'll Be Washed Away, 
Eyes Like Salmon, Home, Blood Red, Way- 
farer, Radiation On My Windshield, Banks of 
Time, Nobody Lays A Hand On Me, and 
Thanks. $10 postpaid. 

John Seed, Bahloo & Friends 
"Earth First!" 

From Australia, John has done more to 
launch the global rainforest movement than 
has any other single person and has become 
one of the leading developers of the Deep 


Ecology philosophy. His first album of 
Aussie music includes: Extinction, Handful 
Of Timber, Ballad Of Mt. Nardi, The Water 
Song, Tonka Toys, Solomon Island, Killing 
Of The Trees, The Future Is In Our Hands, 
and more. $9 postpaid. 

John Seed "Deep Ecology" 

Not to be outdone, John has released another 
tape of his own, combining his words and 
music with that of many others, such as 
Dakota Sid, Greg Keeler, Dana Lyons, Lone 
Wolf Circles, and Bahloo. Includes: Invoca- 
tion, Animal Spirits, Expanding Universe, 
Earth First!, Magic Forest, Subvert the Domi- 
nant Paradigm, Make Bucks, Burning Times, 
Gaia Meditation, I Am An Animal, Earth Am 
I, The Rainforest Within, Tribesmen of Pe- 
nan, Angel of Sunshine, Leave It In The 
Ground, and Everyone is Everyone. $10 
pxistpiaid. 

Jon Sirkis "A Few Less Colors" 

Lone Wolf Circles reviewed Jon Sirkis' debut 
album in EF!, writing, "It is popular for its 
funny political ramblings, tunes that seem to 
have hitchhiked here from the sixties, the 
soles of their feet black from walking city 
sidewalks and kicking idealistic coals back 
into the philosophical fire." $9 postpaid. 

John Sirkis "The Wild West” 

Sirkis showed up on our doorstep with an- 
other tapie of his socially conscious folk-rock 
tunes. This high-quality production might 
be mistaken for a product of the corporate 
music offices in L.A. if you missed the words. 
With compassion and wit, he expxises the 
American Dream and piokes fun at both lib- 
eral and conservative know-nothings while 
making pleasant bouncy music. Includes: 
Solar Kills, In Jamaica, Roseville Fair, The 
Wild West, Think For Yourself, New Moral- 
ity, and Aztlan. $9 postpaid. 

Susan Grace Stoltz "Circle of Friends" 
The first tapie from Susan Grace, performer 
on the most recent EF! roadshow, shows that 
Walkin' Jim isn’t the only great stager in his 
family. Besides the title song, this includes: 
Old Time Friends, Song of the Arctic, 
Beverly's Song Auroras Dance/Midnight on 
the Water, Coffee, Ribbon of Steel, The Love 
We Carry Within, Northern Lament, 
Chatanlka River Song and Follow Your 
Heart. $10 piostpald. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

"Spirit Is Still On The Run" 

Walkin' Jim's deep voice and wilderness- 
inspired lyrics will send shivers up your spine 
and launch a howl in your heart. Includes: 
All Along the Great Divide; Lone Lion Runs; 
Followin' the Rainbow Trail; Yellowstone 
Tales; Sweetwater; and more. $11 postpaid. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz "Forever Wild" 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz has walked 15,000 miles 
across the wilds of the West. These songs 
were written in the wilderness and are sung 
with his incredibly deep and resonant voice. 
J im's second album includes: The Brand New 
Grand Canyon Suite, The River Song, Just A 
Part of the Sky, Let Me Listen To The Wind, 
Wolf Song Old Cisco, Follow Your Heart, I 
Walk With The Old Ones, Green and Grow- 
ing, Forever Wild. Includes liner notes. $ 1 1 
piostpaid. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz "Listen to the Earth" 
Walkta Jim has put out another classic, full 
of Earth-music. His passionate lyrics and 
deep voice put you straight out into the 
wilderness, or remind you of why you should 
go. Includes: River Runnin' Through It, 
Listen To The Earth, Man Of The Mountains, 
I'm Goin’ Back To Idaho, Montana Moon In 
The Pines, The Sacred Buffalo, and more. $ 1 1 
piostpaid. 

Glen Waldeck "Wreckin' Ball Waldeck" 
Longtime star of the campfire circuit and 
frequent accompanist to Bill Oliver (his 
humor makes Bill look like a straight man, a 
real accomplishment), Glen has finally put 
out a tapie of his own stuff. And it’s about 
time — we've nearly worn out the bootleg 
copy we got for the office several months 
ago. Includes: With My Friends, Tulsa Rag, 
N.O.L.A., Inspired By You, It's Apparent, 
Every Dog Has Its Day, Them People, Sign of 
the Times, Yellowstone or Bussed, Wreckin’ 
Ball. $10 piostpaid. 

The Wallys "Rainforest Roadshow ’89" 
After years of playing second fiddle to John 
Seed, the Wallys have recorded a tape of their 
own. If you've seen themat the Rendezvous, 
you know these cocky kids can match any of 
our established old fart musicians for energy, 
commitment, and clever lyrics! Imagine a 
garage band from the Australian rainforest 
and you've got the Wallys. Includes: Once 
Upxin A Planet, Lay Down Your Whoppier, 
Planetary Flag, That's Auker, Expanding 
Universe, Tonka Toys, Use It Up, Apeman, 
Leave It In The Ground. $ 10 piostpaid. 
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EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS 


WINDOW STICKERS 

EARTH FIRST! FIST Green EF! fist 
with the words "EARTH FIRST! No 
compromise in Defense of Mother 
Earth” in green on a 3 inch diameter 
white vinyl circle. 4 for $1 postpaid. 

NO COWS Cow and barbed wire in 
black with "universal no" red slash 
and circle. Words: Free Our Public 
Lands! Stop Destructive Welfare 
Ranching End Public Lands Livestock 
Grazing. 3 inch diameter white vinyl 
circle. 6 for $1 postpaid. 


CAMOCAPS 

We've got a variety of camouflage base- 
ball caps. They come in either wood- 
land or desert camo with 100% cotton 
backs. We also have desert camo caps 
with mesh backs. They all have adjust- 
able tabs so one size fits all. The EF! fist 
logo and the words "EARTH FIRST!" are 
printed in black. Be sure to specify what 
style you want or we'll send you what 
we have most of. $8 postpaid. 


NON-CAMO CAPS 

For you non-militaristic types out there, 
we now have a non-camouflage cap — 
thefist and "Earth First!" in black inkon 
a tan cotton cap with a cloth back. One 
size fits all. $8 postpaid 



SILENTAGITATORS 

Fun to stick anywhere — bar bath- 
rooms, Freddie offices, trail registers . . . 
wherever the evil ones need to know 
that we are about and watching. 

EARTH FIRST! FISTS 

Green EF! fist logo with words 
"EARTH FIRST! No compromise in 
defense of Mother Earth" in red ink. 

1 5/8 inch diameter circles. 30 for 
$1.25 postpaid. 

ANTI-GRAZING 

A grazing cow and barbed wire with 
the universal "no" slash, and the 
words "Free Our Public Lands!" and 
"Stop Destructive Welfare Ranching 
End Public Lands Livestock Grazing." 

1 5/8 inch diameter circles. 30 for 
$1.25 postpaid. 

COORS 

Spread the word on these villains. 

Black words on green stickers. 2x3 
inch rectangles. 10 for $1.25 post- 
paid. 

Coors is Anti-Earth 
Coors is Anti-Women 
Coors is Anti-Labor 
AND IT TASTES AWFUL! 

BOYCOTT COORS 

"TOOLS" 

The late John Zaelit's Monkeywrench 
and Warclub design is back by 
popular demand. Brown design with 
"Earth First!" in green on 1 5/8 inch 
diameter white circles. 30 for $1.25 
postpaid. 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

Unless otherwise indicated, our 
bumperstickers are green lettering on 
long lasting white vinyl and are $ 1 
postpaid. "Starred bumperstickers are 
multi-colored with designs and are 

$1.25 postpaid. 


AMERICAN WILDERNESS * 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
( with red, white & blue US flag) 

ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 

BACK TO THE PLEISTOCENE 
(With 'Ned Ludd' logo) 

BOYCOTT COORS 'BEER* 

DAMN THE CORPS NOT RIVERS 

DARWIN 

(letters in evolving fish with legs) 

DESERT RAPER 

(bright red lettering — a sticker with many uses) 

DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL! 

(black and red lettering, 12 for S5) 

DREAM BACK THE BISON 
SING BACK THE SWAN 

EARTH FIRST! 

ESCHEW SURPLUSAGE 

HAYDUKE LIVES 

HUNT COWS - NOT BEARS 

HUNTERS: 

Did a cow get your elk? 

I'D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
(with Monkeywrench/War Club logo) 

IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL AS MINE, 
YOU'D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO! 
(Important note: This bumpersticker is — hopefully! — not for 
your own vehicle, but to surreptitiously paste on a facked-up 
muscle wagon you find in the local shopping center parking 
lot Don't get caught 1 These stickers are constructed out of 
cheap paper with permanent adhesive to maximize the 
difficulty of removing them. Special price : 12 for SS!) 

MALTHUS WAS RIGHT 

MUIR POWER TO YOU* 

( white and black on brown with face of Muir) 

NATIVE* 

(blue words with blue, green & white globe) 

NATURE BATS LAST 

NEANDERTHAL AND PROUD 
(With 'Ned Ludd' logo) 

OIL AND BEARS DONT mix 
(with bear logo) 

PAY YOUR RENT 
WORK FOR THE EARTH 

PROTECT OUR ENVIRONMENT 
STOP PUBLIC LANDS LIVESTOCK GRAZING 

REDNECKS FOR WILDERNESS 

RESCUE THE RAINFOREST 

RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 

SAVE THE YELLOWSTONE GRIZZLY 
(red & brown with bear & no ski area design) 

SAVE THE WILD 

STOP THE FOREST SERVICE 
SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 

STOP CLEARCUTTING 

(Regular stickers for regular price. Also available on cheap, 
hard-toremove paper, 12 for $5) 

SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 

THINK GLOBALLY — ACT LOCALLY 

VOTE GREEN 

WOLVES! -NOT COWS 


Almost FREE 
BUMPERSTICKERS! 

The following bumperstickers are 
printed on cheap paper (very difficult 
to remove) and look great on certain 
signs throughout the West. We have 
a large quantity available, and will 
happily send you some if you'll cover 
the postage. Send a 25 cent SASE for 
two stickers, 45 cent SASE for six, or 
write to inquire about larger volumes. 

GET LIVESTOCK OFF 
OUR PUBLIC LANDS 

PUBLIC LANDS GRAZING * 

WELFARE RANCHING 


/ 

Picture Propaganda 

CRACKING OF 
GLEN CANYON DAMN 
MOVIE 

The excellent 10 minute, color-sound 16 mm movie of Earth First! cracking 
Glen Canyon Damn in 1981 starring Ed Abbey and Johnny Sagebrush. An 
inspiring and humorous introduction to the Earth First! movement. Rental 
fee of $30 for showing to groups (includes shipping fee); $5 (shipping only) 
for EF! groups. Note: rental only; not for sale. 


DAMN MOVIE VIDEO 

We now have the cracking of Glen Canyon Damn for sale on video. 
$20 postpaid. 


OVERGRAZING 
SLIDE SHOW 

"The Eating of the West" graphically displays the devastation of Western 
public lands at the hands (and hooves) of the livestock industry. The show 
consists of over 100 high-quality slides from National Forests, National 
Wildlife Refuges, and BLM lands which portray the shocking magnitude of 
the problems caused by grazing. The slide show comes with a written script 
and is rented at cost, $ 10. Free copies of a 48-page tabloid on grazing are also 
available. Please include with your order the name and phone number of 
a contact person, and the date you need the show along with alternate dates. 
Orders must include street address for UPS delivery. "The Eating of the 
West" was funded by donations to Lynn Jacobs and the Earth First! Foun- 
dation. 


EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

Make checks out to "Earth First!" or send cash. Mail to Earth First!, POB 7, Canton, NY 13617. Please allow five 
weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received in that time). If possible, please use a street address so we can 
ship by UPS. First Class delivery can be arranged. Enter size, color, style, etc. We are sometimes temporarily out of 
certain items while waiting for stock to arrive. We'll send you the rest of your order immediately and the missing item 
as soon as we receive it. If you are in a hurry, give us a second choice of colors and when you need it by. Orders from 
outside of the United States must be in U.S. currency and include extra for shipping. Please use a separate subscription 
form when sending in a subscription. 
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NEW! 

EARTH FIRST! 
SWEATSHIRTS 

Years of requests and a trip to the Frozen Northlands 
(upstate New York) finally convinced us to print an EF! 
sweatshirt, and it turned out to be a beauty. It features 
the fist and slogan in emerald green on a gray 50/50 
Hanes sweatshirt. $20 postpaid. 

f French Cut Clearance 

Sale! 

We are closing out our stock of womens' french cut t-shirts. All french cuts 
wiil go for just $5 postpaid, as long as supplies last. Shirts are all 50/50 blends 
in sizes S & M, with colors and patterns as described in t-shirt listing. Note that 
these shirts run very small (they do nicely as kids' shirts: S=L kids, M=XL kids). 
Please give an alternate selection with your order, just in case. 

MOTHER GRIZZLY AND CUB 
DEFEND THE WILDERNESS 
EARTH FIRST! 


T-SHIRTS 

Unless otherwise noted, all shirts are 100% cotton and are available In 

sizes S, M, L, and XL. 

DON'T TREAD ON ME 

Monkeywrenching rattler on front with the words "Earth First!" and "Don’t Tread 
On Me" (no longer printed on back). Brush Wolf’s amazing full color snake seems 
ready to lunge off the shirt. Now in two colors: sand (tan) and watermelon 
(pinkish). Sorry, no large tans. $13 postpaid. 

MOTHER GRIZZLY AND CUB 

A pretty EF! shirt! A lovely full-color mother grizzly and cub against the rising sun 
on a light blue shirt. "American Wilderness - Love It Or Leave It Alone" slogan. Art 
by Susan Van Rooy. $13 postpaid. 

AMERICAN CANYON FROG 

Roger Candee's popular American Canyon Frog (Croakus abyssus pistoffus) with the 
message "AMERICAN WILDERNESS LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE. " A very colorful 
4-color design on a grey shirt. $12 postpaid. 

THE CRACKING OF GLEN CANYON DAMN 
Jim Stiles' infamous masterpiece. Keep on praying for that one little precision 
earthquake! Black design on blue heather 75/25 cotton/poly blend. $10 postpaid 

DEFEND THE WILDERNESS 

The monkeywrencher's shirt. Art by Bill Turk. Silver design on black 100% cotton 
Beefy-T for night work. $10 postpaid. 

EARTH FIRST! 

Fist logo with words "EARTH FIRST! No Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth!" 
in black on green or red 100% cotton Beefy-T . $10 postpaid. 

In kid's sizes, too! Only color is green, 50/50 blend, sizes S , M, and L. 

$7 postpaid for kid’s shirts. Be sure to specify kid's when you order. 

TOOLS 

John Zaelit's powerful impression of wilderness defense both old and new — the 
monkeywrench and stone club crossed. Blue design on silver shirt. Also, while they 
last, black design on tan or blue shirt (blue only in S & M sizes). $10 postpaid. 

NED LUDD BOOKS 

The Ned Ludd Books logo of the Neanderthal with a Monkeywrench (by Brush Wolf) 
and the words "Back to the Pleistocene" and "Ned Ludd Books." Black ink on a tan 
shirt. $ 10 postpaid. 

FREE THE EARTH 

A woman of power in an image by Gila Trout. Purple and silver ink on teal (dark 
blue), fuschia (hot pink) or wild orchid (purple - NEW COLOR). Our stock of 
fuschia is low and we can't get more, so give us an alternate choice if you order 
fuschia. $12 postpaid. 


LONG-SLEEVED T-SHIRTS 

For cool-weather wear, we offer two of our t-shirt designs on long-sleeved 
100% cotton shirts, with colors and patterns described in t-shirt listing. 
MOTHER GRIZZLY AND CUB $16 postpaid. 

DEFEND THE WILDERNESS $13 postpaid. 

V ) 


A NOTE ON 
TAN T-SHIRTS 

Alas, we are victims of fashion! We 
expect to be running out of all our tan t- 
shirts over the next few months because 
we just can 't get any more. Current fash- 
ion trends run to day-glo colors, and 
none of the big t-shirt makers are pro- 
ducing heavy-weight tan t-shirts. Oh, 
woe! Much as we at the Journal like tan, 
our current stock is all we expect to have 
for some months - until fashions 
change again. If you really want tan, get 
it now. 


EMBROIDERED 

PATCHES 

EARTH FIRST! 

This embroidered patch features the 
green fist and the words "EARTH 
FIRST!" and "No Compromise." Green 
and black on a white 3" diameter round 
patch. $3.50 postpaid. 

HAYDUKE LIVES 

These are black 3 inch diameter round 
embroidered patches with a red mon- 
keywrench and the words HAYDUKE 
LIVES in red. $3.50 postpaid. 


SUBSCRIBE TO EARTH FIRST! 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal — is an independent entity within the broad Earth ' rst! movement 
and serves as a forum for no-compromise environmental thought and action. Subscriptions go to pubush this 
newspaper and to fund a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 

Keep us informed of ADDRESS CHANGES! The Post Office will charge us 30c for an address correction and won’t 
forward your paper. 

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS — Introduce others to Earth First! and receive the EF! bumpersticker of your choice or 30 silent 
agitators for each gift subscription you make. Indicate your address and what you would like on the subscription form. 

LIFE SUBSCRIPTIONS — Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help Earth First! and insure that 
you’ll get Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours, whichever is shorter)? Then become a life 
subscriber. Send us $400 and you've got it. 

Clip and send to: Earth First!, POB 7, Canton, NY 13617 

Here's $20 or more for a one year subscription to Earth First! 

Here's $20 to resubscribe to Earth First! 

Here's an extra $15. Send Earth First! First Class. 

Here's $30 (US funds only). Send Earth First! to me First Class in Canada or Mexico or surface mail outside the USA. 

Here's $45 (US funds only). Send me Earth First! Air Mail outside the USA. 

We are a government agency or exploitative corporation. Here's $75 for a subscription ($100 for First Class mail). 

Here's $400 or more for a life subscription to Earth First!. 

Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here's $20 or more. 

I'm broke. Please send me a subscription for $ . 

Please change my address. My old zip code was: 

Name 

Street 

City State Zip 

The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an alias. Make sure the mailperson knows 
that James What (or whoever) is getting mail at your address. 
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Hawaiians Fight for the Rainforest 


Geothermal Development 
Threatens Largest 
Remaining Stand in U.S. 

by Paul Faulstich 

On Marc h 75 141 wpre arrested as part 


of+lie IdTgestdemonstration yet against the i 
drilling of geothermal wells in the Wao Kele 
O Puna Rainforest on the Big Island of Ha- 1 
waii. The geothermalproject, undertaken by 
True Geothermal Company and endorsed by 
Hawaii's governor and other high-powered, 
short-sighted people, has already invaded 
the largest intact tropical lowland rainforest 
in the United States. The demonstration 
drew over 1500 protesters, representing 
more than 30 groups concerned with social 
and environmental issues, including Earth 
Firstiers from Hawaii and the mainland. 

The peaceful protest was staged in front 
of a 12 foot high fence dubbed “True’s Berlin 
Wall, " constructed in front of the drilling site 
two days before the action. In honor of those 
arrested, for trespassing or obstructing po- 
lice, the remaining protesters tied green rib- 
bons and Hawaiian Ti leaves on the fence. 

Complete with Jamaican drums, Native 
Hawaiian p rayers, and "Reclaim the Rain- 
forest" banners hanging from bamboo poles, 
the demonstration was also a celebration. 
Singing "We shall overcome," and chanting 
"Hey TRUE We're Talking to YOU, Get OUT 
of Hawaii," protesters let it be known that we 


won't stop until the rainforest is safe! 

The Big Island Police Chief Victor Vierra 
wants each of the arrested protesters to be 
assessed $400 in addition to their other fines 
in order to cover police and National Guard 
expenses for "keeping peace" at the protest. 
Vierra claims that their operation cost the 
state and county over $55,450. The three 
dozen armed police — some flown in from 
the neighboring island of Oahu — were 
unnecessary since the demonstration was 
intended to be non-violent. 

The True geothermal project is planned 
as the biggest energy project undertaken in 
Hawaii. The 27,000 acre rainforest slated for 
development is the only refuge in Hawaii 
where native birds have developed immu- 
nity to exotic avian malaria. Some 95% of all 
plant and animal species in the area are 
found in Hawaii and nowhere else. 

The active volcano Kilauea rises gently 
above the lush Wao Kele O Puna (meaning 
"the Rain-belt of Puna") forest. This is a 
successional rainforest; periodic lava flows 
have created a unique ecosystem. Plants and 
animals have developed in a complex syner- 
gism with volcanic activity. 

The geothermal wells and power plants 
would be major pollution sources. Geother- 
mal wells produce hydrogen sulfide, a toxic 
gas that, when mixed with air, becomes 
sulfuric acid (one of the main components of 
acid rain). Typical of Hawaii's lax environ- 
mental policies, the state has no air quality 


standards for hydrogen sulfide. Biologists 
and others fear that the toxic emissions 
would drive off birds and insects that polli- 
nate the great Ohi'a trees. This pollination is 
essential for the reseeding of areas inundated 
by lava. Hawaii is in one of the world's most 
geologically unstable areas. One substantial 
earth movement could destroy pipelines, 
thereby dispersing toxins into the air and 
soil. 

Noise pollution is another factor with 
unknown effects on wildlife. Because of the 
enormous pressure created by the surfacing 
of underground gases, the geothermal wells 
need periodic venting, a process with a deci- 
bel level of a 747 taking off. 

To produce the 500 MW of electricity, at 
least 140 geothermal wells would have to be 
drilled. These wells would produce vast 
quantities of toxic brine containing arsenic, 
lead, mercury, manganese, and cadmium 
along with other heavy metals and toxic 
chemicals. Soil and groundwater contami- 
nation from settling ponds filled with this , 
brine would be difficult to avoid and hard to 
detect. Reinjecting the brine back into the 
earth has been suggested, but might not be 


possible because of the unique lava tube 
ecosystems in this region. Lava tubes are 
underground corridors formed when molten 
lava flowed through the area; they are habi- 
tats for rare fauna, including spiders and 
insects that live only in these formations. 
The reinjection of toxic brine could destroy 
these unknown ecosystems. 

While oply about 1% of the rainforest 
(300 acres) would be directly destroyed by 
bulldozing, the whole area would be subject 
to fragmentation by a network of roads, 
pipes, and powerlines. The acreage would be 
distributed throughout the forest. Fragmen- 
tation makes the forest vulnerable to inva- 
sion of harmful non-native species. Hawaii 
contains over half the Endangered Species of 
plants and animals in the US. 

Prior to 1985, the Wao Kele O Puna 
Rainforest was a natural reserve set aside to 
protect native wildlife. In 1985 this land was 
opened for development through a state- 
organized land swap. Over 27,000 acres of 
"public trust" land in the Puna Forest Reserve 
was traded for 25,000 acres of adjacent pri- 
vate land at Kahauale'a. This adjacent land 
continued on page 7 





A Day of Action for 
Temagami 


To protest the "timber pact' between state politicians and timber executives in Northern Califor- 
nia, 20 activists ambushed a truck carrying old growth logs in mid-February. Five people climbed 
onto the logs and chained themselves in place, stopping the truck for most of the afternoon and 
thereby backing up traffic for 18 miles. The traffic jam included a long line of log trucks coming 
out of a Pacific Lumber log deck. 


Earth First! Eastern Canada recently 
decided to make its presence known. Many 
of the local EFIers had been active on the 
Temagami issue (see March EF!) so we held a 
Temagami Day of Action: 

March 26 

0400 - Activists hang a banner on the 
Ontario Provincial Premier's Constituency 
Office in London Ontario. The banner 
demands a halt to logging in n’Daki- Menan 
(Temagami), land claimed by the Teme 
Augama Anishnabai. 

0730 - National radio announces that 
today is to be a Day of Action aimed at the 
Provincial Government. The report dis- 
cusses Civil Disobedience and the group 
responsible — Earth First! 

0900 - Twenty activists rally at the office 
of Bernard Granmaitre in Vanier; 3 of them 
blockade the door in support of the Teme 


FREEDOM RIDERS NEEDED 
TO SAVE THE FOREST 


Mississippi Summer in the 
California Redwoods 

Following in the footsteps of the brave 
civil rights activists of the 1960s, Earth First! 
is calling for a Mississippi Summer in the 
California Coast Redwoods. Thousands of 
students, activists and retirees are being 
summoned to northern California to non- 
violently put their bodies on the line in 
defense of the most famous ecosystem in the 
world. 

Response has been tremendous. Pro- 
testers will begin to arrive in May and con- 
tinue coming into September, to blockade 
logging roads, climb giant trees, and peace- 
fully picket logging corporations. "It's going 
to be a long hot summer," said Judi Bari of 
Ukiah Earth First! "The eyes of the nation 
will be watching us.” 

'Non-violence' will be the password for 
all participants. "All activists will be required 
to take non-violence training, ” said EF! activ- 
ist Greg King. "Any participant not in full 
agreement with non-violence as the princi- 
pal concern during the actions will not take 
part in Redwood Summer.” The non-vio- 
lence code will include prohibiting property 
destruction and physical or verbal threats to 


loggers or police. 

Incoming Freedom Riders will check in 
at hospitality houses and then be sent to 
campsites or lodgings. "We've had an in- 
credible response from people opening their 
doors and their land," said Pam Davis of 
Sonoma County EF! 

Forest activists believe the comparison 
to Mississippi Summer is accurate because of 
both the tactic of calling for outside help and 
the battle against a form of bigotry, which 
EFIers call speciesism. "Many humans see 
the Earth and other species as something to 
be conquered and enslaved," said Darryl 
Cherney of Garberville EF! "We believe that 
the Earth deserves civil rights the same as 
people do. A redwood, a spotted owl, a black 
bear all have a right to exist for their own 
sake, irrespective of what value they may 
have for human profit." 

But there is another kind of bigotry: 
Prejudice against environmental activists. 
Last summer, there were three incidents of 
violence against protesters [see related ar- 
ticle] . Two teams of attorneys are volunteer- 
ing their services to both help activists who 
are arrested and ensure that discriminatory 
law enforcement doesn't occur. 

Redwood Summer organizers don't 


want bigotry toward timber workers either. 
"The battle is not between the timber work- 
ers and environmentalists, it's between giant 
logging corporations and our community," 
said Bari, who organized labor unions for 
seven years and is currently the driving force 
behind 1WW Local #1, an NLRB recognized 
Wobbly union which includes both mill- 
workers and EFIers. "Our goal is to slow the 
timber companies down to sustained yield. 
For every day we shut down a logging opera- 
tion, that's another day the workers can 
collect a paycheck." 

Northern California residents assisting 
with Redwood Summer are rife with political 
experience. In the last four years, there have 
been over 100 direct action protests in 
Humboldt, Sonoma and Mendocino Coun- 
ties. Said EF! co-founder Mike Roselle, 
"Redwood Summer promises to be the big- 
gest national mobilization of EF! activists 
ever." 

The conflict has intensified recently 
with two forest-saving initiatives well on 
their way to being eligible for the November 
statewide ballot, and two bills in the US 
House of Representatives, both introduced 
by Representative "Pete" Stark (D-Alameda), 
causing heartburn amongst industry execu- 
continued on page 6 


Augama. Two otheT groups of EFIers, finding 
their targets closed, roam Ottawa: crimes 
looking for a place to happen. 

1000 - Activists gather outside the of- 
fices of Cabinet Minister Richard Patten; 12 
peacefully occupy the office. Nine activists 
occupy the offices of Hans Daigeler in Ne- 
pean. In Toronto people rally outside the 
offices of the Ministry of Natural Resources. 
1030 - From the Toronto rally, 23 people 
move around the corner to the Provincial 
Legislature, leap the barricades and msh 
inside the building to block the main stair- 
way; 9 lock on to the stair railing. Across the 
province radio stations give regular bulletins 
as news of actions come in. 

1100 - In Kingston, Guelph, Hamilton, 
St Catherines, Thunder Bay, Ottawa, Lon- 
don, Stratford, and Kitchener over 1000 
people gather to march on the Offices of 
their MPP's with the same demand: Stop 
Logging Native Land! In many cities people 
came out despite high winds and cold 
weather. Those who had the foresight to do 
civil disobedience are warm and comfortable 
in various offices. 

1200 - Rallies and marches are in full 
swing. Demands and petitions are pre- 
sented, thousands of leaflets and informa- 
tion packages distributed, and dozens of 
press interviews are aired across the prov- 
ince. Police and security remove the protest- 
ers from the steps of the Legislature and fine 
those who locked on. 

1230 - In Kingston 7 are arrested as they 
chalk slogans on the office of Kenneth Keys. 
Thirteen more enter the office and 2 lock on. 

continued on page 5 
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At last, in this issue, our Road Tabloid 
appears. Thanks to the efforts of EF! Bio- 
diversity Project activists, we herein present 
the definitive denunciation of roads. Even if 
you recycle the rest of your Journal, please 


By Nancy Zierenberg 

Are you confused about just how the 
Earth First! Journal works? Who does what 
around here, anyway? First a little history.... 

The Journal started as a small xeroxed 
newsletter put together by Dave Foreman 
and Howie Wolke. After a time, it went to a 
newspaper format. Several other people 
came and went with help on the paper. A 
group consensus decision was made that to 
avoid unnecessary bullshit the Journal 
should be a sole proprietorship. Dave was 
volunteered. 

As a sole proprietorship business, the 
Journal was kept alive partly by personal 
money from Dave and others. The trinket 
section was developed to help support EF! 
and to help produce the Journal. John 
showed up in Tucson to volunteer in 1985. 
Dave began bestowing editorial duties on 
him in 1986. Kris showed up just before the 
North Rim Rendezvous in 1987. Dale was 
hired in the spring of 1988 to take over some 
of John's duties. Nancy Z came to relieve 
Charles Conner as mail order person soon 
after the 1988 Rendezvous. 

Dave gave up the Journal sole proprie- 
torship injanuary 1989 to devote full time to 
writing and speaking. Ned Ludd Books was 
split off from the Journal as Dave’s sole pro- 
prietorship business. There was no buyout of 
the Journal. It was incorporated, with the 
consensus of those working on the Journal, 
and currently has an application pending for 
non-profit 501(c)4 status. We didn't like 
doing that but it had grown so big that in 
order to gain bulk mailing and other advan- 
tages, we had to go the straight game. We 
still rely heavily on volunteers to get the 
papers labeled and mailed out every issue. 
Tucson Earth First! consistently contributes 
to the movement with their volunteer time. 

John Davis has been the editor of the 
Journal for about two years. He wades 
through all the handwritten scribbles and 
typewritten tomes sent in. Worthwhile ar- 
ticles are edited for space constraints and 
grammar. Articles that are not well thought 
out, or seem pointless or redundant or not of 
interest to the movement in general, are not ' 
published. Much more material comes in 
than can be published. John is an editing 
genius. It’s not an easy job. 

When Dave turned over the editorship 
of the Journal in 1988, he remained the 
publisher until it was incorporated in Janu- 
ary 1989. Now Earth First! Journal, Inc., a 4- 
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RAMBLINGS 

save your Road Tabloid and use it to close 
roads! 

We have a second major reference tool 
in this issue, too: part one of an overview of 
old-growth in the East (no, that's not an oxy- 
moron). The study is divided into 5 regions, 
1 covered in this issue, the other 4 in the next 
two issues. As far as we know, this is the first 
time such an inventory has been done for the 
East. It will provide Eastern activists with a 
list of places to defend and expand. 

With this issue we also introduce a new 
service to those of our readers who take 
pleasure in monitoring internal consistency, 
political correctness, and such. Below you 


person collective, publishes the Journal.(l) 
Dave is no longer on the staff, but maintains 
the books listing in the Journal. He also helps 
at mailing parties and occasionally writes an 
article for the Journal, as well as his column 
"Dear Ned Ludd". 

Dale Turner is the assistant editor. 
Besides writing articles for the Journal he 
maintains various parts of the publication, 
such as the local groups and paid ads pages, 
and "Dear SFB", and is responsible for the 
entire layout of the Journal. He's the one who 
gets it to press in the form you see. He also 
volunteers at mailing parties. 

Kris Sommerville is the business man- 
ager for EF! Joumal.(2) If it weren't for her 
organization, expertise, and dedication, the 
Journal would be in a mell of a hess! She 
handles the mailing list, keeping up with 

(1) On the Triune 
Nature of Earth First! 

Prologue: Ten years ago this spring five dis- 
gruntled environmentalists formed a tribe, 
launched a movement, and articulated a phi- 
losophy — Earth First! As Earth First! begins its 
second decade, it is in the paradoxical situation 
of being stronger than ever before, yet more beset 
by internal tensions than ever before. This 
footnote will explore this paradox. 

Introduction 

We are wont, in Earth First!, to insist 
that we are not an organization. We say 
we’re a movement or a tribe, and these gen- 
erally seem to be adequate ways to describe 
EF!; yet for many observers of EF! and even 
many proponents of EF!, we remain an 
amorphous entity or set of entities. Perhaps 
we defy description because, in addition to 
being only loosely organized, EF! has at least 
3 fundamental aspects. We have historically 
been a movement, a philosophy, and a tribe. 
However, these 3 aspects have not weathered 
the years equally. The EF! movement has 
grown more in the past few years than ever 
before; the EF! philosophy has spread as 
quickly as can be expected of a perspective 
that would subvert the dominant paradigm; 
but the EF! tribe has become too diverse to 
remain united, and this may be the primary 
source of the present tensions within Earth 
First!. 

At the risk of both repeating and contra- 
dicting more perceptive EF! exponents. I'll 
try to answer the wherefore and the why of 
EF! in a manner that might help the many 
new Journal readers (500 new ones this issue) 
understand what we are, and might help 
reaffirm our united commitment to defend 
Mother Earth. Before doing so, however, it is 
important to note that EF! has always been 
characterized by unity in diversity. We have 
experienced remarkably little of the infight- 
ing that eventually weakens or destroys most 
groups working for serious change. Even in 
its formative years, when EF! really was one 
tribe, the group included characters ranging 
from swashbuckling anti-cow-cowboys to 
widely published biologists. We are now 10 
years old, and a decade of tolerance for diver- 
sity suggests that we can weather the storms 
looming on the horizon and emerge a 
continued on page 3 


will find an index to gratuitously offensive 
remarks, neatly arranged so you needn't 
bother wading through all the other material 
in each issue. 

Z has written for this issue an explana- 
tion of how the Journal works. Dale and I 
have both' added footnotes to this, to elabo- 
rate on a few of Z's statements. 

You may detect in Z's article a touch of 
weariness on the part of the Journal staff. It's 
true; we're bushed. Thus, we'll sell no mer- 
chandise at the RRR this year (and neither 
will Ned Ludd Books, we're told). We're 
going to have fun. Also, we plan to shut 
down the Tucson and Canton offices from 
June 23 through July 23, as we'll be at the 
RRR, on the road, or on the trail during that 
period. Because ofour time away, theAugust 
issue will be a week late. 

—John Davis 


subscriptions and address changes for all you 
mobile activists. She also maintains all fi- 
nancial records. She has to deal with taxes, 
paying bills, maintaining accounts, etc. In 
short, she does a lot of work. 

Nancy Zierenberg (me) runs the mer- 
chandise end. I’m responsible for mailing 
your orders to you, making sure we have 
merchandise to send (ordering books, t- 
shirts, etc.), organizing mailing parties, an- 
swering a million phone calls and trying to 
be helpful and informative. I'm sort of a 
person-friday around the office in Tucson. 

These four people are paid by the corpo- 
ration a whopping $5+ an hour and work 
anywhere from 30 (rarely) to 80 (commonly) 
hours a week. All four are dedicated to the 
cause and are active in local EF! and other 
enviro. groups. 

(2) Changing Times, 
Changing Names 

As you probably noticed, our front page 
looks a little different this issue. After much 
discussion, we've changed the name to Earth 
First! Journal - In Defense of Wilderness Sc 
Biodiversity. 

This publication has been commonly 
referred to as the "Earth First! Journal", but 
we've finally added Journal to the official title 
to clarify our position within the Earth First! 
movement. As the masthead has noted for 
many years, this publication is an independ- 
ent voice within the movement, just one of 
many, and is not the "official newsletter" of 
Earth First! Unfortunately, folks outside the 
movement rarely pick up on that, and even 
active EF!ers miss it. Articles and letters pub- 
lished in the Journal have been interpreted as 
official positions of the movement, and used 
to bludgeon Earth First! in general and the 
Journal staff in particular. Likewise, certain 
essays printed here have been interpreted by 
some activists within the movement as at- 
tempts to dictate policy and procedure for 
the movement. 

While I cannot speak for the motives of 
our many writers, the four of us who put this 
thing out share a common intent - to publish 
an interesting newspaper covering activities 
within the Earth First! movement and pro- 
viding related news and ideas for all who will 
fight to defend wilderness and biodiversity. 

Which brings us to the new subtitle. 
This makes the third subtitle in ten years of 
publication (for a while in 1984 this was THE 
NO-COMPROMISE ENVIRONMENTAL 
JOURNAL). We had several problems with 
calling ourselves THE RADICAL ENVIRON- 
MENTAL JOURNAL. For one, calling our- 
selves radical somehow served to bring out 
everyone who wanted to disrupt The System, 
for whatever reason and by whatever means. 
While some may consider it a radical act to 
shoplift from Scarfway or to threaten "hits" 
on individual "eco-fuckers", such things 
don't appeal to the four of us who publish 
the Journal. 

Also, calling ourselves the radical envi- 
ronmental journal seems pretentious since 
now there are many: Glacial Erratic, Walka- 
bout, Wild Rockies Review, and the eloquent 
LWOD, to name a few. 

continued on page 5 
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HOW THE JOURNAL WORKS 


Dear John Davis, 

Congratulations re getting EF! out on 
recycled paper, and thanks. That is putting 
our money where our mouths are. And yes, 
I would read EF! if it were typed and photo- 
copied. Incidentally, Metro Monitor of 
Minneapolis is now being printed with SOY 
based ink (!). I will be in Mpls. later this 
month and will try to check up on it and 
report to EF! 

I also appreciate, as a journalist, your list 
of editorial wants. 

In addition to the topics you list for EF!, 
I would like to see a LOT more "dumb", 
"naive" questions asked. Such as: 

1) Could other substances besides silver or 
platinum be used to coat photographic pa- 
pers? Conceivably a vegetable substance? ( 
I can't imagine what — but if ink can be made 
of soy, who knows what human creativity 
might not achieve?) 

2) Why is paper made of trees that take 20- 
60 years to grow, when it can be made of any 
annually renewable vegetable fiber? (In 
Cuba, they use the bagasse, the inedible 
detritus from sugarcane.) This would mean 
retooling machinery, which isn't "economi- 
cal" — i.e. profitable under capitalism. But 
who says we have to have capitalism forever? 
(I consulted several paper recyclers about 
this: no info. Would LOVE to see a THOR- 
OUGH discussion in EF!) 

3) What is the energy use to FAX this letter, 
instead of: truck from Taos to Albuquerque, 
plane to (I presume) NYC or maybe Buffalo, 
truck to Canton? 

4) Besides being a big paper user (I am a 
composer as well as a journalist, and it takes 
a LOT of paper to compose an opera or 
symphony!), I am a maniacal coffee drinker. 

1 am well aware there is blood in every cup. 
The general "give it up" attitude is the baby- 
out-with-the-bathwater. Let's explore: CAN 
coffee be grown in a greenhouse? How many 
bushes would I need to provide myself 3 cups 
a day? What are the comparative costs glass/ 
plastic for a greenhouse? Can "plastic" be 
made out of vegetable fiber, rather than 
petroleum? And what does use of vegetable 
fibers do vis-a-vis our food supply? 

5) When did toilet paper become general? 
In the Islamic world, I understand, they wash 
— which is probably more sanitary. 

EF! could probably find experts to write 
about all these things. 

If you have read this far, you see that the 
drift of all this is: IS there appropriate tech- 
nology? The verdict isn’t in yet. 

— Joanne Forman, Ranchos de Taos, 

NM 

Dear Shit for Brains: 

Nineteen shit-smeared cows shot dead. 
Outrage, Disgust, Bounties and condemna- 
tion. If I were a cow, I'd rather be gunned 
down in slickrock country than butchered in 
Greeley and have my remains sold off as a 
greasy Quarterpounder. 

If I were a bleeding heart, I'd be even 
more disgusted about the useless, legalized 
slaughter of bison that stray from Yellow- 
stone Park. And I'd be outraged at the wan- 
ton, wholesale extermination of natural 
predators perpetrated by the federal govern- 
ment to protect the ranchers' products. 

But I am neither cow now bleeding 
heart. And while I regret the loss of any 
innocent life, even cow life, I salute the 
courage and the conviction of the masked 
marauders, if in fact it was a terroristic envi- 
ronmentalist and not another drunken slob- 
hunter, who mistook the cows for some fat, 
out-of-season elk. 

— Notta Cow 

Dear Earth First! 

Getting ready for planting my garden 
this year I was inspired to write you. 

I am 40 years old, my wife is 4 1, we have 

2 children, 14 & 1 7. My wife and I have been 
involved in recycling since 1977 and organic 
gardening since 1980 and we have always 
used fuel efficient cars and kept them for a 
long time. We do our best to conserve water 
and electricity. We heat our house with 
wood and we own about 90 acres of forest 
land in Tennessee and Kentucky and we own 
and use 4 off road vehicles. 

The whole point of my diatribe is that I 
am getting sick and tired of members of the 
Earth First movement and other environ- 
mentalists looking upon us and other ORV 
riders as vermin to be eradicated from public 
lands the same as wolves were from Yellow- 
stone earlier this century. We have, whether 
you folks like it or not, just as much right to 
responsible use of public lands, and to exist, 
as you do and I for one resent the thought of 
paying my taxes which have been consider- 
able to finance playgrounds for people like 
you only. 

Therefore I am going to take a new tack. 
For every act of incredible arrogance and 
stupidity toward off road motorcyclists, or 
any other group of people for that matter 
that I hear about by any environmental 
group, yours especially, I will return in kind. 

I might do something simple like leave a 
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light on all night, or let the water run or not 
plant a tree in one of our pastures, to some- 
thing as serious as cutting down a large tree, 
or sending recyclables to the landfill. But 
unlike your style I'll do what I do in broad 
daylight instead of under the cloak of dark- 
ness. I am also recommending this to my 
friends in the motorcycle business. 

You see ladies and gentlemen for every 
act of aggression on your part to stop imag- 
ined evil you will actually be causing an act 
of pollution that is actual and I will enjoy it 
immensely I assure you. 

— David Lotz, White House, TN 
Ed. note: Glad to hear you're such a "respon- 
sible" steward of the land. — DT 

Earth Firstlers: 

Like you, I am dismayed at the damage 
being done to the environment of Our Earth. 
Yet I cannot bring myself to adopt your 
strategies. 

The crux of the problem is the con- 
sumption of resources by an ever-expanding 
human population. But rather than attempt 
to prevent the undesirable consequences of 
human avarice, I'm inclined to let us reap the 
reward of our actions. Let the air be polluted, 
the groundwater contaminated. This will 
result in the deaths of the very people who 
are producing the ecological menace! 

As population and resource consump- 
tion increase, so will ecological problems. 
Eventually it will reach the point of famine 
and disease, until the human population is 
reduced to a manageable level. I consider it 
a case of Nature Striking Back. 

Let it happen. The Earth will regenerate 
afterward. The Earth will survive. I've come 
to doubt whether we as a species deserve to. 

— Stephen van Eck, Exton, PA 

Earth First! 

A hardy handclap for Roselle's rebuttal 
of Foreman's sermon. "Leave your hippy 


garb at home" sounds like marketing tactics 
to package EF! to an elite group of eco- 
consumers. A quote by John Africa (remem- 
ber the movie?) "We’re all taught to respect 
filth if it's wrapped in a $500 suit." 

I must take issue with Mike's stance 
"There is a conspiracy but I doubt consumers 
had much to do with it." Why else has the 
planet been so pillaged except that we’ve all 
been programmed to fulfill our desires of a 
mountain of fossil fuel powered plastic metal 
chemical consumer crap? I don't think 
anyone conspired to strangle our planet; 
we've just fallen for the hard sell of techno- 
comforts. And the industrial flats, the rivers 
dredged and damned, roads, concrete, it's all 
part of the price for VCRs, mobility, etc. and 
smokestack scrubbers, cleaner fuels, etc are 
not going to solve anything, especially with 
population increases. We are all leaving our 
individual tonnages in toxic legacy. 

Not having a car 2 miles from the 
hardroad drives this home. No trash pickup 
is an eye-opening experience and I recom- 
mend it. I've been forced to notice our 
throwaway culture. By gardening, canning, 
homebrewing and buying bulk from our co- 
op we've cut down on a lot of packaging. 
We're down to less than five 50# dog food 
bags of trash a year which is a record for a 
family of three in my book (any challeng- 
ers?). 

This isn't abstinence from the good life 
as I've always been a hedonistic sort, a real 
glutton actually. Consumer crap is just so 
boring and predictable anymore. It can be a 
bit alienating around mainstream crowds 
talking cars and videos — I'm appreciative of 
like minded friends to hoot it up with and 
even the family seems to be coming around. 
We're all going to relearn our own bioregion 
as 500 mile vacations become obsolete. It's 
gonna take this level of personal changes if 
we’re going to get buffalo back into the Ohio 
River bioregion. 


I think I’ll get a Mohawk on my skunk 
costume for Earth Day. 

— That Guy Yoono, Myra, WV 

Dear Folks, 

I'm writing this brief letter with hope of 
helping to serve the EF! movement in two 
ways. Both are basic grassroots networking 
techniques, things we must always be on the 
alert of moving away from. 

First, for those traveling through this 
area or hiding in the woodwork, I’m in- 
volved with organizing a writer's co-op in 
this small town of Lancaster, PA. Any folks 
interested in sharing their work or finding 
out what's being done here should get in 
touch. Southeast PA is an area in need of the 
insight of eco-poets. 

Second, a friend and 1 are going to travel 
across this country starting around late 
August. We hope to cover much of the 
southeast and west. We'd like to participate 
in as many EF! gatherings and events as 
possible. We're interested in distributing 
newsletters and literature pertinent to radi- 
cal environmentalism. 

If any of this sounds good to you, let me 
know. 

-—Jim Groff, POB 1182, Lancaster, PA 
17603 

Hi folks, 

I came upon some information which 
doesn't seem to be widely known, but I think 
it should. Being an auto mechanic, I have 
access to U.S. government books on smog 
control devices for cars, and my nose has 
access to the exhaust fumes put out by these 
wonderful things. 

In the front of the U.S. EPA Standards 
for Emission controls, we read the catalytic 
converter reduces certain pollutants such as 
oxides of nitrogen and carbon monoxide, 
but it also, through chemical processes, 
changes sulphur dioxide into sulphur triox- 
ide which they admit is the acid in acid rain. 
The difference in emissions put out by cars 
after catalytic converters were installed in 
them was immediately obvious to me be- 
cause I had to smell these things all day. I 
would like to instigate legislation to cure this 
or at least make it more widely known. 

— Adios 

Shit fer Brains: 

I must bitch about Opossum's "Critter 
Flea Market" (Eostar, p. 26). Buying animals 
to set them free rewards those who sell them. 
They will capture more. This point is so 
elementary that I am ashamed of having to 
say it. 

Also, I'm sick of writers in the EF!J and 
other enviromags who use too many words 
to say too little. Quit showing off! Quit 
wasting my time! Stop wasting paper (trees) 
and ink! Good writing gets to the point. In 
case you haven't noticed, we're losing. 

— Scorpion, Raleigh, NC 


Triune Nature . . . 


continued from page 3 
stronger force for Gaia. 

THE EARTH FIRST! MOVEMENT 

Earth First! is a movement, not an or- 
ganization. Instead of a central bureaucracy, 
we have autonomous entities — local and 
regional EF! groups, task forces, roving indi- 
viduals — who essentially shape their own 
agendas. This places tremendous responsi- 
bility on individuals in EF! An Earth First!er 
is not simply a person who sends in an 
annual fee for membership, as a Sierra Club- 
ber may be; an EF!er is one who actively 
defends the planet. 

Size: The number of such defenders is 
hard to determine. Depending on how 
strictly one defines the movement, EF! 
probably has 500-50,000 adherents on this 
continent and perhaps one-fifth as many 
outside North America. That is, the ex- 
tremely active EFlers may number only 
about 500, but the less active supporters may 
number up to 50,000. Earth First! Journal, 
presently the most widely distributed peri- 
odical in the movement, has a readership of 


about 15,000. 

Issues: EF! has broadened its scope of 
issues through the years but remains focused 
on wilderness and biodiversity, or wildlife in 
the fullest sense of that word. Of course, 
almost all so-called environmental issues 
pertain to wilderness and/or biodiversity, so 
almost any environmental activists can 
consider themselves part of the EF! move- 
ment if they take an uncompromising bio- 
centric stand on their issues. 

In its early years, EF! worked mostly on 
wilderness issues in the Western states, but 
the movement is now nearly as strong in the 
East as in most of the West. EF!'s major 
ongoing campaigns include the following: 

West : Northern California EF! activists 
are using blockades and other forms of civil 
disobedience (CD) to fight the destruction of 
the last unprotected Coast Redwood forests 
on Earth. Oregon and Washington EFlers are 
employing CD and education campaigns in 
trying to save the last 5% of Northwest old- 
growth forests from the timber companies. 
Montana EFiers are demonstrating and edu- 
cating on behalf of Gray Wolf restoration in 


the Northern Rockies and for Grizzly Bear 
protection in the Northern Continental 
Divide Ecosystem and the Greater Yellow- 
stone Ecosystem. Arizona EFlers are organiz- 
ing guerrilla theatre actions and subversive 
letter writing campaigns to prevent the 
construction of an astrophysical complex 
atop 10,720’ Mt. Graham. New Mexico 
EFlers are preparing a lawsuit to force the 
Department of Interior to reintroduce the 
Mexican Wolf (a subspecies of Gray Wolf) to 
wild habitat in New Mexico. 

Midwest : Wisconsin EF! is writing, 
demonstrating, and floating (in large flotil- 
las) against mines in northern Wisconsin. 
Illinois EFlers are blockading, holding press 
conferences, and slinging MUDDD (Massive 
Unheard-of Death Defying Defense) to halt 
the clearcutting of Shawnee National Forest. 
Texas EF! is employing CD, and working 
through local political channels (e.g., lobby- 
ing Austin's City Council) for stronger laws 
against destruction of habitat of Threatened 
and Endangered species. 

East : Florida EFlers are demonstrating 
continued on page 4 
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WITH 20 YEARS 
OF CHANGE 


Earth Day 1970 marked a turning point in the way 
we view the environment. Mining has responded 
to that change with two decades of technological 
advancements. 

State-of-the-art mining techniques and high-tech 
monitoring equipment have vastly refined the way 
vital minerals are extracted from the Earth, and in the 
way the environment is protected in the process. 

Protecting the Earth is our responsibility — 
it's everyone's responsibility. 


In mining, 

ever y day is Earth Day. 



Who says miners have no sense of humor? 
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and pu blicizing for Florida's many imperiled 
species and ecosystems, especially those in 
north Florida's National Forests and south 
Florida's Everglades Ecosystem. Virginia El-F 

mines and roads. Greater \cirondack u;- 
c region EFlers are developing a visionary 
Adirondack Wilderness Proposal to publicize 
the need to stop the Gleneagles condomin- 
ium development and other proposed proj- 
ects in the East's largest relatively unspoiled 
forest. 

Task forces and individuals : Preserve 
Appalachian Wilderness is documenting 
forest destruction and publishing research 
papers to pressure state and federal govern- 
ments to purchase and protect private tim- 
berlands in northern New England and New 
York. The EF! Biodiversity Project is using 
Freedom Of Information Act requests, ap- 
peals, and lawsuits to force the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service to list and protect imperiled 
species (e.g.. Flat-spired Three-toothed Land 
Snail, Cahaba Shiner, Desert Tortoise, Flor- 
ida Panther, Florida Manatee, Grizzly Bear, 
Woodland Caribou) under the Endangered 
Species Act. The Direct Action Fund is fi- 
nancing banner hangings, civil disobedience 
and other direct actions wherever local EF! 
groups need money. Northern California’s 
Redwood Action Team is helping organize 
for this summer what may prove to be the 
biggest series of direct actions in the history 
of old-growth (a long history, as some of 
these behemoths are over 1000 years old). 
The Grazing Task Force is publishing a book 
and leading protests against livestock graz- 
ing on public lands. The EF! Wolf Action 
Network and EF! Grizzly Bear Task Force are 
both organizing protests and letter-writing 
campaigns on behalf of their respective spe- 
cies. The Ocean Task Force, by placing silent 
agitators on tuna cans, hanging banners, and 
other direct actions, has just forced Heinz to 
promise to buy only "dolphin-safe tuna." 
Finally, scores of EF! proponents are quietly 
and anonymously sabotaging — mon- 
keywrenching — the machinery used by 
corporations and agencies in destroying 
natural areas. 

Tactics: As the above sample of issues 
suggests, EF! groups’ tactics range from lob- 
bying to blockading and individual EF!ers' 
tactics range from letter-writing to mon- 
keywrenching. Unfortunately, to be effec- 
tive, EF! often must adopt a confrontational 
style. Though it is unrealistic to view envi- 
ronmental struggles in black and white terms 
— almost all American consumers are re- 
sponsible for environmental destruction, 
and no corporate executives are completely 
evil (they are, after all, biodegradable) — the 
primary forces of destruction in North Amer- 
ica are both evident and powerful: They are 
opponents. Hence, EF! groups generally use a 
multifaceted and/or escalation strategy to 
oppose land despoilers. Tactics may initially 
be letter-writing and passive demonstrating, 
then blockading, then for some individuals 
monkeywrenching. Or these tactics may all 
be employed simultaneously, though in 
some cases CD and monkeywrenching don't 
mix well. 

As the most controversial of tactics asso- 
ciated with EF!, monkeywrenching merits 
special comment. Monkeywrenching is a 


matter of individual choice. As a group, 
EF!ers do not ordinarily monkeysyrench; 
many EFiers, however, do monkeywrench 

generally alone or with one or two trusted 
men as. The EF! movement does not ■ ff 5— 


ers; ana EF! Journal takes an editorial :; nnd in 
favor of prudent monkeywrenching. 

Monkeywrenching tactics are ex- 
plained thoroughly in Ecodefense: .4 Field 
Guide to Monkeywrenching, by Dave Foreman 
and Bill Haywood; and EF! Journal runs a 
regular column ("Dear Ned Ludd") on mon- 
keywrenchingtactics, so here it will suffice to 
simply mention a few especially popular 
methods: Pulling survey stakes is effective 
against construction and road-buildingproj- 
ects in the early stages of development. 
Pouring sand in the crankcases of dozers and 
other heavy machinery can destroy their 
engines and cost their corporate owners tens 
of thousands of dollars per machine. Plug- 
ging culverts beneath logging roads can 
cause the roads to wash away. Slashing tires 
and pouring sand into the gas and/or oil can 
disable off-road vehicles. Cutting fence on 
public lands out West effectively cuts welfare 
ranchers’ profits. Spiking trees can prevent 
them from being felled. 

Tree-spiking, however, has been over- 
stressed by media covering EF! Tree-spiking, 
some monkeywrenchers would say, is a tech- 
nique of last resort. It's better to disable the 
timber company's machines. Some tree- 
spikers see their work as an inoculation 
against deadly parasites — clearcutters. They 
do their work with the safety of loggers in 
mind and with utmost reverence for the 
forest. (Being inoculated may hurt, briefly.) 
They warn authorities about the location of 
the spiked trees to ensure the safety of loggers 
and mill workers. Authorities are likely to 
cancel spiked timber sales, because locating 
and removing spikes is expensive. 

Before the leaving the topic of tactics, it 
is important to talk about conservation biol- 
ogy. Conservation biology is a subdiscipline 
of ecology concerned with the preservation 
of biodiversity. It is an applied science with 
a strong ethical component — a "crisis disci- 
pline, " in the words of Michael Soule, former 
president of the Society for Conservation 
Biology and proponent of deep ecology. 
Conservation biologists are providing scien- 
tific support — and, to a lesser extent, even 
political credibility — for what Earth First! 
has been advocating for years — the need for 
huge preserves, habitat corridors, restoration 
of na tura l disturbance regimes, reintroduc- 
tion ofextirpated species, etc. EF! has at- 
tracted in recent years growing numbers of 
conservation biologists, and EF! Journal has 
increasingly linked conservation biologists 
with activists by providing very readable 
conservation biology articles. 

Why A Radical Approach Is Necessary 

To begin, in answering "why Earth 
First!?," it's fitting to mention the global 
perspective. We are in the midst of the most 
severe extinction episode in the planet’s 
history. Humans are causing the extinction 
of 3 to 100 (estimates keep rising) species a 
day. To avert eco-catastrophe, extreme de- 
fensive measures are essential. 

Moreover, radical environmental activ- 


ism is necessary because mainstream envi- 
ronmentalism is failing. For reasons. EF! 
founders Dave Foreman and Howie Wolke 
have discussed at length in their EF! Journal 
articles and their books ( Ecodefense and 
Confessions of an Ecobrute by Foreman, Wil- 
derness on the Rocks by Wolke, The Big Outside 
by Foreman & Wolke) mainstream environ- 
mental groups have won protection for lim- 
ited areas but have not slowed the overall 
rate of wilderness destruction in North 
America. A brief discussion of land misman- 
agement by the main federal land managing 
agencies helps elucidate the need for bold 
approaches to environmental defense. 

The US Forest Service, which manages 
190 million acres of forest and grassland in 
this country, allows clearcutting and/or live- 
stock grazing on the vast bulk of its lands. 
The FS has become essentially a timber in- 
dustry and welfare rancher support group. 
The agency roads or otherwise develops 1-2 
million acres of National Forest a year, and 
almost invariably opposes Wilderness pro- 
tection of its lands. 

The Bureau of Land Management mis- 
...manages about 180 million acres in the 
Lower 48 and, like the Forest Service, devel- 
ops about 1-2 million of this annually. The 
BLM also has jurisdiction over a major por- 
tion of Alaska. On most of its Lower 48 lands 
(all in the West) the BLM promotes livestock 
grazing and mining. The BLM is closely 
■allied with the grazing industry, and has 
presided over the severe disruption of most 
grassland and desert in the West. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service man- 
ages the National Wildlife Refuges in this 
country, and oversees implementation of 
the Endangered Species Act. The FWS allows 
hunting and fishing and/or grazing on most 
of its 400 plus Refuges, and even allows oil 
drilling and timber cutting on some. More- 
over, FWS has failed to protect Imperiled 
species under the Endangered Species Act. So 
far, FWS has granted Endangered status to 
only 378 species and Threatened status to 
only 112 species in the US even though 
thousands of species in this country face 
extinction. FWS itself has classified over 100 
species as C3 — not eligible due to presumed 
extinction; and has allowed over 1000 
nominated species to languish while slug- 
gishly adding only 30-50 species a year to the 
protected list. 

The National Park Service has, albeit to 
a lesser degree than the FS and BLM, become 
an ally of a moneyed special interest: entre- 
preneurs of industrial tourism. In Yosemite, 
Yellowstone, and many other National 


Parks, the NPS has built loop roads into wild 
country, opened prime habitat to conces- 
sionaires, and otherwise developed natural 
areas. (The NPS has an inordinate fondness 
for loops, as the late author and erstwhile 
Park ranger Ed Abbey noted.) 

The Grizzly Bear offers a prime example 
of mismanagement by the FWS, FS, NPS, and 
BLM. The Griz is listed as Threatened, yet 
these agencies continue to allow and even 
subsidize road-building, clearcutting, graz- 
ing and tourism development in the bear's 
prime habitat in and around Yellowstone 
and Glacier National Parks. 

Oft forgotten in discussions of federal 
land agencies is the Department Of Defense. 
The DOD already owns, bombs, and strafes 
millions of acres in the US — large areas in 
the East and Midwest, much larger areas in 
the West. The Army, Navy, Air Force, and 
National Guard’ are presently attempting to 
seize another 4 million acres in the West for 
flying and bombing games. 

EARTH FIRST! AS A PHILOSOPHY 

In more abstract terms. Earth First! is a 
philosophy and a way of life. EF! in this sense 
is closely related to deep ecology and biocen- 
trism. That is, EF! means recognizing that 
the planet and all its life forms have value (or 
dignity, or worth, or elan vital, or deoxyribo- 
nucleic acid or whatever it is that gives enti- 
ties their reason to be) irrespective of their 
utility for humans. EF! means living in 
accordance with biocentrism — the prin- 
ciple that all natural life is equally central 
from the standpoint of the planet. This is 
diametrically opposed to anthropocentrism 
— the predominant worldview in human 
society, at least in the (overdeveloped na- 
tions. Anthropocentrism is the view that 
humans are the measure of all things, that 
things have value only insofar as they serve 
human ends. 

Of course, EF! as a movement and EF! as 
a philosophy are inseparable; and EF! as a 
movement can be seen as part of the deep 
ecology movement, with biocentrism as the 
central tenet for EF! and a major tenet for 
deep ecology. Deep ecology, which is also 
both a movement and a philosophy, can be 
said to be related to Earth First! roughly 
according to the image of ripples in a pond 
explained by Dave Foreman in EF! Journal 
several years ago: Deep ecology is within the 
international conservation movement. EF! 
is a sizable part of deep ecology. EF! is 
distinguishable from other elements of deep 
ecology by its emphasis on direct action and 
continued on page 5 
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Go out and do something for the EARTH 
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In Toronto the activists regroup and then 
effectively shut down the Provincial Legisla- 
ture as they blockade all the doors. 

1300 - Three are arrested and fined in 
Vanier. Police are summoned to the King- 
ston office and 13 are arrested; the 2 lock-ons 
are cut free and charged. 

1400 - The blockade of the Legislature is 
broken up by police. Occupants of Patten's 
and Daigeler's offices now number 28 and 
13. As the day wears on protesters talk to 
staff, share pizza, play scrabble, and watch 
the news. Media coverage is extensive, and 
some of it is even accurate (one or two editors 
read the press release). All told, perhaps 2000 
people protested. 

2400 - Having stayed for the entire Day 
of Action, activists in Daigeler's office leave 
peacefully. In Patten's office 12 prepare to 
spend the night as food and blankets are 
brought In. In Kingston 9 are still being held 
by Police. 

March 27 

1000 - Tired and happy protesters leave 
Patten's Office after 24 hours; EF! treats them 
to breakfast. Media interviews continue 
through the day. 

2400 - In Kingston 3 are still being held 
for bail; the longest participation in the Day 
of Action. 

Summary 

The Day was a massive success, generat- 
ing widespread public sympathy. Many 
people spoke to Members of Parliament. 
Over 100 acts of civil disobedience brought 
only 35 charges; the hardest hit were the 
group in Kingston who drew 20 criminal 
charges, 2 of them including willful damage. 
(Police cut through office equipment rather 
than locks and charged the protesters for the 
damage.) Ten days later EF! and the Tem- 
agami issue are still in the news as the media 
tries to figure out who EF! is and what they 
will do next. 

In Ontario the EF! "policy" is that we 
support the Native Land Claim and recog- 
nize the sovereignty of the Teme Augama 
Anishnabai over n'Daki-Menan (Tem- 
agami). We ask that any other EF!ers who 
become involved in the Temagami issue 


support the Land Claim. PLEASE do not take 
any actions in the region without the knowl- 
edge and consent of the Band. 

In many old-growth issues EF!ers feel 
they have both a right and moral obligation 
to take action because they are citizens of the 
society that is destroying the old-growth. In 
this instance we do not have such moral 
authority because we are not part of the 
culture that owns the land, though we are 
part of the culture that wants to destroy it. 
The land belongs to the Teme Augama cul- 
ture, and any actions must be with their 
consent. Please contactus for more informa- 
tion. 

As a result of the organizing for the 
action, Earth First! Eastern Canada has be- 
come EF! Ottawa (same address) and EF! 
Toronto. EF! in Ontario will continue to be 
active on Temagami, and isplanninga major 
action to oppose James Bay II; details will be 
published in EF! Journal, but anyone inter- 
ested should contact us now. 

— Mike Kaulbars 

TEMAGAMI UPDATE 

As of April 15, Temagami's old-growth 
pine forests have been tenuously spared, but 
their fate hangs by precarious bureaucratic 
threads. Widespread provincial media atten- 
tion due to continued protests has split the 
cabinet of Ontario Premier David Peterson 
overthe decision to give the final go ahead to 
license Temagami's logging. 

For close to 36 hours beginning the 
morning of April 9, 4 Temagami Wilderness 
Society (TWS) activists perched themselves 
up trees in Toronto's Queen’s Park, and tried 
to reach the Premier by cellular telephone to 
keep the heat up on the question of logging 
Ontario's largest remaining old-growth pine 
ecosystem. Only President Bush's untimely 
visit to Toronto managed to upstage the 
event, while in recent press conferences TWS 
has been joined by Greenpeace Canada and 
the Western Canada Wilderness Committee 
(WCWC) in calls for a moratorium on log- 
ging in Temagami. 

For the logging trucks to roll, Ontario’s 
Ministerofthe Ministry of Natural Resources 
(MNR), Lyn McLeod, must approve the final 


draft of Temagami's Interim Timber Man- 
agement (i.e., Manglement) Plan, covering 
the MNR's designs on Temagami's wilder- 
ness for two years, from 4/1/90 to 3/31/92, 
and calling for the "harvest" of some 8% of 
the area’s forests. The plan cleverly disguises 
its impact on old-growth Red and White 
Pines by placing affected stands in "working 
groups" of "poplar/spruce forest." The MNR 
can then claim that the clearcuts are for 
pulpwood. TWS's research has uncovered 
that 90% of the Red and White Pine the MNR 
plans to cut is in these "other working 
groups." 

Efforts to save Temagami are cur- 
rently focused on calls for Minister of the 
Environment Jim Bradley (who appears to 
be sympathetic to the case for old-growth) 
to conduct an environmental assessment. 
Those interested in Temagami's fate 


should immediately write (or Fax) a letter 
to the Honorable Mr. Bradley. The word- 
ing is critical; one must "request the desig- 
nation of an environmental assessment 
for the Temagami Interim Timber Man- 
agement Plan." Include reasons; a few 
suggestions are: the still unresolved Teme- 
Augama land claim, the lack of a baseline 
flora or fauna inventory, the outdated 
forest inventory, and the absence of any 
consideration of wilderness values in the 
MNR management plan. Finally, "de- 
mand a reply," which legally should force 
some other action than consignment of 
the request to the circular file. 

‘Minister of the Environment, Hon. Jim 
Bradley, 15th Floor, 135 St. Clair Ave, W. 
Toronto, Ontario M4V 1P5; Fax 416-323- 
4682 
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by its Luddite tendencies. Also, some EFiers 
don’t like the term 'deep ecology' (saying it 
sounds like the study of benthic organisms) 
and simply speak of biocentrism (as advo- 
cated by Aldo Leopold long before Arne 
Naess coined the term "deep ecology"). 

EF!'s Luddite tendencies are perhaps its 
most unique attribute. EF!ers question — if 
not outright condemn — technology, and 
some EF!ers deal with technological ma- 
chines the way the Luddites (of 18th century 
England) did — they bash them, orotherwise 
sabotage them so as to prevent their replace- 
ment of living entities. In contrast, some 
other deep ecologists look to appropriate 
technology — an oxymoron, many EF!ers 
say — to reverse the growing eco-catastro- 
phe. 

Even as the deep ecology circle contains 
the smaller Earth First! circle, EF! subsumes 
the various EF! local groups and task forces. It 
also includes Sea Shepherd Conservation 
Society (the EF! navy), and, unofficially, 
several ad hoc coalitions and regional wilder- 
ness groups. There is also significant overlap 
between EF! and the Rainforest Action Net- 
work (founded and led by EF!ers Randy 
Hayes and Mike Roselle), Rainforest Infor- 
mation Centre in Australia (founded by EF!er 
John Seed), and Earth Island Institute. 

THE ERSTWHILE EF! TRIBE 

Problems of Growth: Earth First! was 
established as a tribe. EF! never had official 
leaders. The leaders have been those who 
organized local groups and campaigns and 
initiated actions. Its decentralized, tribal 
nature has prevented EF! from being coopted 
by the moneyed interests — as has happened 
to mainstream environmental groups, to 
various degrees. In the last few years, 
though, as environmental crises have be- 
come inescapably obvious even to the apa- 
thetic American masses, the EF! movement 
has mushroomed far beyond the expecta- 
tions of its founders. The young tribe of a few 
hundred wilderness zealots has been joined 
by thousands of planet proponents of all 
persuasions. Inevitably, this has led to ten- 
sions over style, tactics, the content of EF! 
Journal, and questions about where to defe- 
cate at our annual movement-wide gather- 
ings (Round River Rendezvous). 

A Solution: Some thought porta potties 
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were the answer. Others dumped on that 
idea. (Turner 1990) They (the potties) were at 
best a mitigatory measure. 

The original tribe of zealots has evolved, 
lost some members, added more, but now 
comprises only a portion of the EF! move- 
ment. We’ve not been a single tribe since we 
hit the national media. The media have 
enabled us to disseminate our message, but 
they've also cost us our unity. It is time for all 
of us in Earth First! to recognize that we are 
becoming several tribes, time to ponder how 
or whether we should thus govern ourselves, 
and to rejoice over our growing strength. 

In terms of governance, or composi- 
tion at least, a model for us to consider is the 
tribal confederation formerly practiced by 
some American Indian nations. Such na- 
tions lived apart but came together periodi- 
cally to hold counsel, pass the pipe, ex- 
change genetic material (Foreman, 1985), 
and ... network ! Though it is not now essen- 
tial that we delineate or choose names for our 
tribes (some may even say this would encour- 
age xenophobia), it is safe to say that we who 
work for EF! Journal identify closely with the 
original tribe. Dave Foreman in his upcom- 
ing book, Confessions of an Ecobrute, aptly 
calls this tribe the reluctant radicals. We are 
the EF!ers who are radical activists not be- 
cause we find activism fun, certainly not 
because we enjoy jail, but because we fear for 
the life of the planet. We'd rather be out in 
Nature, out birdwatching, but we write, 
lobby, protest, blockade, and mon- 
keywrench because the planet is being killed. 

While some EF!ers hail from social re- 
form movements, the reluctant radicals in 
EF! are from the conservation movement. 
We follow the tradition of John Muir, Will 
Dilg, Rosalie Edge, Aldo Leopold, Bob 
Marshall, Sigurd Olson, Rachel Carson, 
Howard Zahniser, Paul Schaefer, Marjorie 
Stoneman Douglas, Hazel Wood, Gertrude 
Blom, David Brower, Chico Mendez, Jose 
Lutzenberger and other radical conserva- 
tionists. We also follow in the steps of some 
less public figures: Bonnie Abzug, Doc Sarvis, 
Seldom Seen Smith, Hayduke ... Moreover, 
as with small isolated populations in Nature, 
we are influenced by the founder effect. EF!'s 
five founders set a tone of uncompromising 
wilderness defense that we intend to main- 
tain. 

WHERE EF! JOURNAL FITS IN ALL THIS 

Earth First! Journal can no longer even 
pretend to be a voice for the whole move- 
ment or a forum for all views in the move- 


ment. So we ain't gonna try. 

We will continue to cover news from 
throughout the EF! movement, but we will 
focus almost exclusively on wilderness and 
wildlife matters and actions. The content of 
EF! Journal will remain largely the same, but 
we’ll not feel obligated to try to cover every 
action; the movement is too big and the 
actions too frequent for that. Nor will we feel 
compelled to publish all debates occurring 
within the movement. Future issues will 
stress wilderness and biodiversity almost to 
the exclusion of the debates oyer style, 
emphasis, and politics that have arisen 
lately. We will not facilitate internecine 
squabbling. The Journal staff will aim to have 
future issues include, compared to past is- 
sues, fewer letters of bickering, similar 
amounts of action and conservation biology 
coverage, and more wilderness issues and 
humor. Of course, EF! Journal will continue 
to welcome a diversity of EF! voices, but we 
wish to avoid filling pages with irresolvable 
debates over anarchy, flags, immigration, 
diet, or belly dancing. 

Already, obviously, we have modified 
the Journal's name. Keeping the old name 
would be a bit presumptuous, given that we 
are now but one forum for discussion within 
the EF! movement. We've also dropped the 
Pagan subheadings, since almost nobody 
could pronounce them. 

There may now be a need for multiple 
EF! journals. Some West Coast activists have 
suggested to us that£F/ Journal be shorter and 
devoted completely to action articles. Such 
a journal does seem a good idea; let's hope 
these activists start one soon. Perhaps Earth 
First! Activist would be a good title. Many 
conservation groups publish more than one 
periodical in addition to local group newslet- 
ters (of which the EF! movement now has 
dozens). If other EF! journals arise, we hope 
to have a complementary relationship with 
them, trading articles, ads, and such. 

EPILOGUE 

The above ramblings are the product of 
considerable caffeine, consensus, confirma- 
tion, and a cabal consisting of the Journal 
collective and a few fellow reluctant radicals. 
We are not trying to direct the movement, 
simply to refocus EF! Journal so that it will 
best speak for Gray Wolf, Grizzly Bear, 
Cahaba Shiner, Socorro Isopod, Kretchmarr 
Cave Mold Beetle, the myriad other imper- 
iled creatures, and the wilderness that sus- 
tains us all. 

—John Davis 



Changing Times . . . 

continued from page 2 

This is not to say that we're charting a 
new course of moderation. If you've noticed 
the absence of our "Dear Ned Ludd" section, 
rest assured that it wasn't deliberate on our 
part. Ned kept dragging his feet for so long, 
we finally sent Igor to have a "talk" with him. 
Now Ned swears he'll once again produce a 
column every issue, full of all the fun 
'wrenching tips and news we've come to 
expect. 

As for using "environmental" in the 
subtitle, that word's meaning gets broader 
and weaker every day. If ranchers are "the 
original environmentalists" and George 
Bush is "the environmental president" then 
we're something else. This paper has always 
been focused generally on biodiversity and 
wilderness issues; now we'U say it plain on 
the front page. 

What do these changes mean for our 
relation to the rest of the movement? Very 
little, I suspect. We will continue to support 
local groups and organizers as best we can 
with the EF! Directory, introductory tab- 
loids, copies of the Journal, merchandise on 
consignment, ads and such. We will con- 
tinue to cover Earth First! actions and issues, 
and will try to publish the best in thoughtful 
and provocative environmental (there's that 
word again) writing. We will do our best to 
avoid pointless arguments, ignore stupid 
people, bash cows (sacred and profane), flog 
freddies, think (sink?) deep (ecology), and 
laugh at the absurdity of "saving the world. " 
We will accept no compromise in the defense 
of Mother Earth. 

In other words, we'll carry on with the 
work at hand. 

— Dale Turner 
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Freedom Riders . . . 


Ukiah Burning 


On March 17, Ukiah Earth First! braved 
the crowds at the Redwood Region Logging 
Conference to climb a giant automated log- 
ging machine, called a feller-buncher, and 
hang a banner on it that read "This Thing 
Kills Jobs and Forests." One of EF!'s climbers, 
Brett Waggle, a logger from Springerville, 
CA, said, "The feller-buncher will put my 
familyoutofwork. Wecan'tafford $700,000 
machines, and my family is set up for saw 
logs, not pecker poles." 

The feller-buncher can handle trees up 
to only 28 inches in diameter, and it is 
common for it to grab several 8" or less trees 
at a time and uproot them. It was previously 
used only on plantations growing trees for 
pulp and wood fiber products. But the trees 
being cut in the decimated third-growth 
redwood forests of Mendocino County are 
now so small that feller-bunchers are being 
used here. 

The logging conference organizers 
knew EF! was coming, and they knew we had 


our eyes on that particular machine. They 
had tightened security around it, but the two 
climbers managed to get up anyway while a 
bunch of more hippie looking EFlers created 
a distraction singing songs like "Where Are 
We Gonna Work When The Trees Are Gone" 
and "Tonka Toys.” The two climbers were 
eventually arrested and charged with tres- 
passing. 

Happy Ending: A few weeks after the 
logging conference, this same feller-buncher 
— the pride of Okerstrom Logging Co. — 
burned in the woods. This is the second 
feller-buncher that Okerstrom has lost to 
mysterious equipment fires in Mendocino 
Co. this year. "Either this thing is a $700,000 
lemon, or there are some heroic people out 
there in the woods," said Judi Bari of Ukiah 
EF! When asked by local news media if she 
was responsible for the feller-buncher fire, 
Judireplied, "Itwasn’tme. Iwashomeinbed 
with five witnesses." 

— Darryl Chemey and Judi Bari 


continued from page 1 

tives. Tensions have been further increased 
by inflammatory press statements made by 
State Senator Barry Keene, IWA Union Repre- 
sentative Don Nelson, and the Eureka Times- 
Standard. All are insisting that EFlers will pro- 
voke violence on the North Coast. Re- 
sponded Greg King, "There is the possibility 
that pro-timber industry interests desire 
violence against protesters in order to dis- 
credit a righteous and necessary non-violent 
resistance seeking to end forest destruction 
by an out-of-control industry." 

College students are organizing for 
Redwood Summer on their own. "This will 
disprove the notion that students of the 90s 
are apathetic," said Zack Stentz, a UC Santa 
Cruz organizer. "There is a resurgence of 
enthusiasm on campus for social causes." 

Timber harvest plans will be reviewed to 
determine where direct action will be most 
effective. "We monitor all plans for Del 
Norte, Humboldt, Sonoma, and Mendocino 
Counties," said Rick Cloninger of Layton- 
ville EF! "In the last 3 weeks over 15,000 acres 
of timber plans have been submitted for 
Mendocino and Humboldt Counties alone. 
Louisiana Pacific, Georgia Pacific, 
MAXXAM/PL and Simpson are the major 
problems in this area. Neighborhood groups 
are going to be counted on to monitor their 
own forest watersheds and call us if they 
need help." Besides private forests "regu- 
lated" by the state, US Forest Service and 
Bureau of Land Management public forests 
will be monitored for logging. "Most Ameri- 
cans don't realize their National Forests are 
being logged," said Cloninger. 

Ed Denson will assist in the coordina- 
tion of medical services, and as a local busi- 
ness owner, he had an insight into a possible 
unforeseen benefit of the influx of protest- 
ers: "Redwood Summer should be great for 
the tourist industry. And in future years, 
Humboldt County will be known for some- 
thing besides marijuana growing: its mag- 
nificent redwood forest, if we can save it." 

Protesters should bring a sleeping bag, 


hiking boots, clothing 
for 45 to 100 degree 
temperatures, money 
for food, a tent if pos- 
sible, a canteen, day 
pack, dark clothes 
(brown, green, black) 
and a non-violent atti- 
tude. Musical instru- 
ments, masks, cos- 
tumes, etc. are wel- 
comed. Campsites, 
housing, legal serv- 
ices, and some first aid 
will be provided. 

"The destruction 
wrought by the timber 
industry is unknown 
to most Americans," 
said Darryl Cherney. 
"Besides the whole- 
sale slaughter of thou- 
sand year old trees, 
they leave toxic 
dumps from their pre- 
servatives and eroded 
soil that can barely 
support new growth. 
Reduced precipita- 
tion, ruined rivers, 
treeless hillsides and a 


This logging truck, stopped by a spotted owl blockade 
in August, was used to ram EF! organizer Judi Bari's 
car less than 24 hours later. Bari and others have 


asked for an investigation of attempted homicide in 
the incident. 


decimated salmon population is the legacy 
the timber industry has left us. The multi- 
tude of forest fires we've been getting are due 
to the smaller, more vulnerable trees that 
have grown back, as well as from malfunc- 
tioning logging equipment. They’ve devas- 
tated small communities with their boom 
and bust logging, and when they've stripped 
the landjjare, they'll often sell to a developer 
for tra ct housing and mrulm. 1 

Earth First! advocates small, locally 
r based, employee-owned holistic forestry 
companies, who perform a light select-cut 
and uneven aged forestry. A few people 
already practice this method in northern 
.California. 


EFlers Ask for Investigation of 
Attempted Murder 


Three northern California Earth First! 
organizers have requested that Mendocino 
County investigate a log truck driver for 
attempted murder for running their car off 
the road with his logging truck last August. 
Judi Bari (Mendocino Co. EF!) and Pam Davis 
(Sonoma Co. EF!) were on their way to an EF! 
\ demonstration during National Tree Sit 
f Week last summer when a logging truck 
driven by Donald Blake of Redwood Coast 
Trucking rammed Bari's car, causing it to fly 
through the air and crash into another ve- 
hicle. 

Although they have long suspected that 
this was no accident, the Earth Firstlers re- 
cently obtained a photo that shows that the 
truck and driver that rammed them were the 
very same truck and driver that they had 
blockaded at the Louisiana Pacific logging 
operation less than 24 hours earlier. Saidjudi 
Bari, "This certainly casts suspicion on 
Blake's motives. I believe this man tried to 
kill us." 

Despite the suspicious nature of this 
collision, the CHP [CA Highway Patrol] offi- 
cers who investigated did not test Blake for 
drugs or question him about his motives. 
Instead, the entire investigation consisted of 
the CHP going to the wrecking yard and 
testing Bari's brake lights; yet an officer came 
to the hospital and questioned Bari about her 
brake lights, while she was lying in the 
emergency room semi-conscious. "This was 
no investigation; it was blatant harassment, " 


Bari said. 

This was the third incident in Men- 
docino County last summer in which law 
enforcement showed prejudice against Earth 
Firstlers. Two days before the truck incident, 
Earth Firstler Mem Hill had her nose broken 
by logger Dave Lancaster at a demonstration 
in Whitethorn. There were at least 20 wit- 
nesses to this assault, and the Lancasters also 
fired a gun and threatened to kill the Earth 
Firstlers. Yet the Mendocino Co. sheriffs 
refused to arrest Lancaster at the scene, and 
District Attorney Sue Massini has so far re- 
fused to prosecute. In June, EF! organizer 
Greg King was punched and knocked to the 
ground by a logger at a demonstration in 
Calpella. The logger had also wielded a live 
chainsaw in the peaceful crowd, yet the offi- 
cers at the scene refused to arrest him. 
"There's no protection of the law for EFlers in 
Mendocino County," says Bari. “It's like 
being a Black in South Africa." 

Bari has sent a letter to Mendocino Co. 
District Attorney Sue Massini asking her to 
investigate Donald Blake, his employer Red- 
wood Coast Trucking, and their employer 
Louisiana Pacific for attempted murder. She 
has also requested that a Grand Jury investi- 
gate the prejudicial treatment of Earth 
Firstlers by law enforcement in Mendocino 
County. 

—Ukiah EF!, 106 West Standley, Ukiah, 
CA 95482 


EFlers in the act of commandeering a Pacific Lumber log truck in 
Humboldt Co., CA. 


This $700,000 feller-buncher became the second this year to suffer 
spontaneous combustion in the Mendocino County forests. 
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DISSENSION WITHIN THE RANKS 


Forest Supervisors Come Out Of The Closet 


by Paul Hirt 

When Ronald Reagan appointed John 
Crowell to the post of assistant secretary of 
Agriculture in charge of the National Forests, 
this former timber corporation lawyer an- 
nounced that his goal for his first four years 
was to double timber harvests in the National 
Forests. This announcement came after 
years of unsustainable levels of timber har- 
vesting in the National Forests under previ- 
ous administrations. Since then, environ- 
mentalists have mounted an increasingly 
ardent campaign to reform both the Forest 
Service bureaucracy and timber manage- 
ment practices. 

But many of us critics, from conserva- 
tive economists with The Wilderness Society 
in Washington, D.C. to radical tree sitters in 
the Pacific Northwest, have wondered why 
employees of the US Forest Service have not 
themselves rebelled against this political 
assault on the integrity of the National For- 
ests. Why has the agency willingly conspired 
to wipe out the ancient old growth forests of 
the Northwest? Why have they continued to 
build million-dollar-a-mile roads into 
roadless areas to access more timber when 
there is a glut of timber on the market and a 
shortage of wilderness? Why are they turn- 
ing our Southeastern forests into monocul- 
tural tree farms and overgrazing our forests 
in the Great Basin and Southwest? 

All kinds of theories have been floating 
around: The system has corrupted them 
all.. .the local level managers have been 
"captured" by the local industries that they 
serve. ..professional training at the nation's 
universities and the values within the agency 
itself are dominated by agriculturalists and 
engineers who want to farm forest "prod- 
ucts” and build things... foresters are simply 
acting "rationally": by meeting outrageous 
timber targets they get rewarded with en- 
hanced budgets, salaries, and prestige for 
their forest or region. ..the Forest Service is a 
victim and it is really Congress's fault for 
setting the budgets the way they do. All of 
these are correct to a degree; but even more 
is involved. 

An in-house poll of Forest Service em- 
ployees last year revealed another angle to 
this question of why people who work for the 
agency have not rebelled against the direc- 
tion the Forest Service has been going in the 
past decade. A broad selection of employees 
from the head mucky-mucks in the Wash- 
ington office to entry level folks at the dis- 
tricts were asked to identify from a list of 
values those that they felt the Forest Service 
rewarded MOST, those that the agency re- 
warded LEAST, and those that they them- 
selves felt the agency ought to reward the most. 
Here are the results of the survey: 

The five MOST rewarded FS values are: 

#1 Loyalty to the agency 
#2 Meeting timber and other commod- 
ity targets 

#3 Promoting a good FS image 
#4 Following rules and regulations 
#5 Teamwork 

The five LEAST rewarded FS values are: 

#1 Independence 
#2 Caring for the family (?) 

#3 Innovation and risk taking 
#4 Caring for future generations 
#5 Caring for the welfare and develop- 
ment of others 

The top five values that respondents felt 
should be rewarded MOST are: 

#1 Professional competence (only 47% 
said the agency rewarded this most) 

#2 Caring for healthy ecosystems (7% 
said rewarded this most) 

#3 Caring for future generations (4% ...) 
#4 Innovation and risk-taking (13% ...) 
#5 Caring for the welfare and develop- 
ment of others (8% ...) 

There is a strong, clear message here 
about a values conflict between the bureauc- 
racy and those who work for it — as well as a 
message that the agency rewards those who 
serve the bureaucracy rather than those who 
serve the land. This poll proves that not all 
FS employees have been "corrupted by the 
system, " while it underscores the contention 
that the reward system needs reforming. But 
this still does not explain why these people 
have been so silent and accommodating — 
except for reasons of job security. 

Fortunately, rather than continuing to 
search for the answer to this question, we can 
now take heart that this complacency and 
complicity are apparently on their way out. 
Significant changes may be coming. Forest 
Service employees have begun to speak out 
in the past few years, and as their solidarity 
has grown, so has the strength of their mes- 


See related story, page 10 


sage. In fact, we appear to be in the midst of 
a major, historic revolt within the Forest 
Service, the first such rebellion in the history 
of the agency. This development is impor- 
tant for two reasons: First, the Forest Service 
has always been obsessed with presenting a 
"united front." Visible dissent within the 
organization is rare. You can see that this is 
still true today considering that in the poll 
just cited, employees ranked "independ- 
ence" as the least rewarded value and "loy- 
alty to the agency" as the most rewarded 
value. Second, reforms will be easier and 
more successful if Forest Service employees 
actively support them. 

What is the evidence for this "rebel- 
lion, " besides an opinion poll? It began with 
an in-house publication put together mainly 
by two FS employees in Region 6 (Pacific 
Northwest) called The Inner Voice. Almost as 
principled and daring as Earth First! journal, 
this newsletter represented a radical state- 
ment of protest against the values and prac- 
tices of the agency. The masthead of the 
newsletter announced the formation of a 
group called the Association of Forest Service 
Employees for Environmental Ethics 
(AFSEE). These activist/reformers were 
flooded with letters of encouragement from 
agency employees all over the country. 
Mind you, this is an in-house newsletter. The 
authors decided that they could best reform 
the system from within and that only FS 
employees could belong to AFSEE. The 
movement is growing rapidly. 

More recent evidence of accelerating 
demand for change was a Forest Supervisors 
conference held in Tucson, Arizona, 14-16 
November 1989 (called "Sunbird"). The 
tenor of the meeting was extraordinary. 
Several "Memos to the Chief" evolved out of 
Sunbird with statements like: "Public values 
and personal values of Forest Service employ- 
ees, including Forest Supervisors, are chang- 
ing.... Many members of the public and 
many of our employees no longer view us as 
leaders in environmental conservation. Past 
and present forest practices do not meet the 
high quality land management expectations 
of the public and our employees.. .there is a 
growing concern that we have become an 
agency ‘out of control.'" Theywentontosay 
that the Forest Service was cutting way too 
much timber; that soil, water, wildlife, and 
recreation were insufficiently emphasized; 
and that too many forests were overgrazed 
and too few riparian areas were in a healthy 
condition. These quotes were taken from a 
memo signed by the supervisors of 63 Na- 
tional Forests in Regions 1, 2, 3, and 4! And 
they noted that their sentiments reflected 
those expressed by the supervisors in Re- 
gions 5, 6, and 10! 

It might be advisable at this point to put 
a little caution into this analysis. There is a 
difference between complaint and reform, 
and before anyone puts too much stock in 
this "revolt," it would be well to remember 
the great capacity of bureaucracies to dilute 
and coopt reformist impulses. Nevertheless, it 
is important that we realize the uniqueness 
of this event and try to take advantage of it. 

Following are a few more observations 
from the Forest Supervisors' conference that 
should provide valuable fodder for anyone 
interested in capitalizing on this sudden 
revolt of conscience. There are many ways to 
capitalize: a letter of support to your local 
forester; calls or letters to your congressper- 
sons about changing National Forest fund- 
ing priorities; a letter to the editor to help 
"get the word out" so that everyone begins to 
think of this as a real movement; an organ- 
ized campaign by local activists to move 
their local foresters in this new direction; etc. 

Here is a rather obvious statement of 
fact about the Forest Service which is never- 
theless remarkable in that it is taken from an 
"Open Letter to the Chief" written by the 
Region 1 Supervisors: “Many people, inter- 
nally as well as externally, believe the current 
emphasis of National Forest programs does 
not reflect the land stewardship values 
embodied in our forest plans. Congressional 
emphasis and our traditional methods and 
practices continue to focus on commodity 
resources. We are not meeting the quality 
land management expectations of our public 
and our employees." 

A summary of the findings of the Sun- 
bird conference included this choice state- 
ment: "Our timber program has been 35 
percent of the National Forest System (NFS) 
budget for the last 20 years while recreation, 
fish and wildlife, and soil and water have 
been 2 to 3 percent each." While the super- 
visors cautiously acknowledged that recent 


budgets have funded amenity values a little 
better, they stated flatly that "...change must 
come faster." 

They also rejected the traditional 
agency response to criticisms of the timber 
program: "public challenges to the timber 
program cannot be overcome by additional 
funding to timber management, nor by 
simply improving documentation of the 
NEPA process"; and then after charging that 
the "allowable sale quantities" for many 
Forests "are unrealistic even with full fund- 
ing," they suggested that the Forest Service 
simply cut fewer trees. 

Interestingly, the supervisors noted 
that "during the first half of this century, we 
operated in an environment of rural values. 
We are now operating in an environment 
where about 5 percent of the population 
relates to a rural setting.” The implication is 
that the agency currently maintains out- 
dated values and serves an irrelevant popula- 


tion. 

On this subject of changing popula- 
tions and values, the supervisors also noted a 
huge turnover of supervisors in the last 5 
years and projected 70% retirement in the 
next 5-8 years. With this change in leader- 
ship and influx of new blood, the supervisors 
felt that significant bureaucratic reforms 
were both in order and possible. Remarka- 
bly, they recommended slashing the Wash- 
ington office staff, redefining and redirect- 
ing the "middle management positions" and 
pumping more of the budget into the dis- 
tricts where management actually takes 
place. 

We'll have to wait to see where this all 
leads — but don't be a passive observer. 

Paul Hirt is a former conservation chair for the 
Sierra Club in Arizona. He is presently writing a 
dissertation on the history of the Forest Service. 
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1500 protesters opposed to geothermal development in Hawaiian rainforests gathered in March at 
the edge of the Wao Kele O Puna forest. Arguing that the forest is public land, critical habitat for 
a huge variety of wildlife species, and necessary for native Hawaiin religious practices, they refused 
to recognize True Geothermal Company as the 'owner' of the forest. 141 people were arrested in 
the action. 

Hawaiian Rainforest . . . 


continued from page 1 

vate land at Kahauale'a. This adjacent land 
was slated for geothermal development until 
it was partially covered by a fresh lava flow; 
12,000 acres of Kahauale'a are now covered 
with lava, and 1200 acres have been wood 
chipped. 

There was no public input or legislative 
vote on this land swap. Development imme- 
diately began in the rainforest, even without 
preparation of environmental impact state- 
ments. The plan has been to develop fast, so 
that by the time the public gets onto the 
scheme it will be too late. 

Native Hawaiians and t he Pele Defense 
Funjlaje challenging the land swap in court, 
*~Eut meanwhile destruction continues daily. 
The Pele Defense Fund argues that the state 
illegally bypassed due process through the 
land swap, and illegally streamlined the 
geothermal permit process to discourage 
(public debate. 

I / Pele, the Hawaiian volcano goddess, is 
/ manifested in Kilauea and surrounding ar- 
/ eas. Native Hawaiians believe that geother- 
1 /mal development will injure Pele and that. 
I f she will retaliate. TT iev are fighting destruc 
If tion of the Wao Kele O Puna Rainforest oi 
U religious grounds. Destruction of the rain 
( forest will also deny the rights of Hawaiian 
\who gather medicinal plants in the forest. * 

The 500 megawatts would be used for 
more overdevelopment in Hawaii, of course! 
The power plant would produce more than 3 
times as much electricity as the Big Island 
currently uses, and any excess power would 
be transmitted to neighboring islands via an 
underwater cable. This cable would pass 
through prime breeding grounds of Hump- 
back Whales. Studies show that electromag- 
netic fields disorient dolphins and whales, 
and can cause them to become stranded on 
beaches. Overland, 9-story-high powerlines 
would carry electricity across an area that 
contains more than 350 archaeological sites. 

Electricity would also be used for ex- 
panded resort development, a missile 
launching facility, and a metals smelting 
plant on the Big Island. The smelting plant 
would be the on-the-ground consequence of 
stripmining the ocean floor. 


With the money already spent on re- 
search alone for the underwater cable, solar 
panels could have been installed for every 
residence on Oahu, Hawaii's most populated 
^island. All of Hawaii's energy demands can“D 
'be met through efficient and clean alterna-C. 
' fives: solar and wind power, along with ( 
'-conservation measures. 

The campaign to destroy the rainforest 
has been aided by lies and misrepresenta- 
tion. Geothermal has been called a "renew- 
able" energy source, which it is not. It is no 
more renewable than oil or coal, and it is 
widely agreed that the life of a geothermal 
well is only 20-30 years. In addition, geo- 
thermal development will not reduce 
Hawaii's dependency on imported oil; 66% 
of the oil consumed in Hawaii is used for 
transportation. The oil used to generate 
electricity is residual oil, the stuff left over 
after refining crude oil for transportation 
fuel. Therefore, the limiting factor in 
Hawaii's oil usage is transportation, not elec- 
tricity. In fact, Hawaii produces more resid- 
ual oil than is used here, and the remainder 
is exported. , ' 

In 1989 True Geothermal Co. bulldozed 
almost twice the area "approved" for devel- 
opment, but paid only a token fine. Perhaps . 
the greatest irony, though, was when pro- ' 
development factions called anti-geother- 
mal activists "wealthy outsiders"; True Geo- 
thermal is based in Wyoming! Moreover, 
this fight transcends geographical bounda- 
ries — it truly is a global issue. If the US can't 
protect its own rainforests, how can we 
expect Third World countries to listen to our 
pleas for protection of theirs? 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Please write 
immediately to Hawaii's governor and 
insist that he reconsider his position on 
geothermal development. Tell him the 
rest of the country is watching. Ask him to 
pursue environmentally sound alterna- 
tives. 

•Governor John Waihee, State Capitol, 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

If you are coming to the Pacific, contact 
Hawaii Earth First! (see Directory) to join 
anti-geothermal protests. 
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THE AFGHANIZATION OF AMERICA 


Is There No End in Sight? 

by Leon Czolgosz 

The inescapable conclusion from the 
unprecedented events in Eastern Europe and 
the Soviet Union during the past year is that 
a military confrontation between the United 
States and the Soviet Union is less likely than 
at any time since the end of World War II. 
Soviet troops are even now leaving Hungary 
and Czechoslovakia; with German reunifica- 
tion now only a matter of time, Soviet troops 
will soon leave East Germany, too. It’s likely 
that within two or three years, there will be 
no Soviet troops outside the boundaries of 
the Soviet Union in Europe, unless the Poles 
choose to retain a token Soviet presence as a 
counterweight to the specter of a Fourth 
Reich in Germany. 

Of course, the militarists will use the 
current Soviet show of force in Lithuania to 
argue that nothing has changed in super- 
power relations. This argu- 
ment is false. Regardless of 
what happens in the Baltic 
republics, the fundamental 
balance of forces between the 
Soviets and the US in Europe 
has changed forever. As for the 
Baltic, thoughtful Americans 
must acknowledge that large 
portions of the US were ac- 
quired by force, and that the 
bloodiest war in US history was 
a successful effort by the central 
government to quash a re- 
gional secessionist movement. 

The biggest hypothetical 
threat that US military plan- 
ners have been preparing for 
during the last 45 years has 
been a Soviet invasion of West- 
ern Europe. In addition to 
more than 300,000 US military 
personnel in Europe deployed 
specifically against this per- 
ceived threat, hundreds of 
thousands of other personnel, 
in the continental US and on 
the high seas, serve primarily to 
function in that hypothetical 
European war. With the likeli- 
hood of such a war now mini- 
mal, will the US military signifi- 
cantly reduce forces and close 
bases? 

No! Despite much media 
hype about military budget 
cuts and base closures, the real- 
ity is quite different. Yes, a few 
minor base closures have been 
proposed (mostly in the dis- 
tricts of Democratic representa- 
tives, curiously); but at the 
same time is planned the larg- 
.est base expansion program 
since \Vorld War II. In the 
latest series of moves in the Af- 
ghanization of America (a term 
borrowed from Charles Wat- 
son Jr. of Nevada Outdoor Rec- 
reation Association), the mili- 
tary is attempting to grab over 4 
million acres of land, mostly in 
the West and mostly on public 
land, but including lands in the Midwest, 
South and Northeast, and including hun- 
dreds of thousands of acres of private land. 

During World War II, a sense of national 
crisis seemed to justify the military's land 
acquisitions (the military still has most of 
these lands). But even then, some people 
didn't think they should lose their homes, 
national emergency or not. Such people 
were evicted from their homes forcibly by 
armed MPs. Where is the national emer- 
gency to justify today's land grab? And 
where is the public outrage that such a plan 
should surface even as tensions between the 
superpowers are lessening? 

Just what does the military want? This 
is hard to tell, since, characteristically, the 
various branches of the armed forces have 
proposed a series of seemingly unrelated 
proposals. Also true to past history, the 
armed forces are not publicizing their activi- 
ties. However, enough information has sur- 
faced to give an idea of the scale of the 
military's appetite. Here is a state-by-state 
breakdown of the proposals (there are almost 
certainly others omitted due to lack of infor- 
mation): 

CALIFORNIA: The Army wants to add 

265,000 acres to its Fort Irwin National 
Training Center in the Mohave Desert. Most 
of this land is now administered by the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The 
base expansion would include some Wilder- 
ness Study Areas (WSAs) as well as lands that 
might otherwise be added to Death Valley 
National Monument. The lands would be 
used by tanks and other mechanized ve- 
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hides. 

The Navy wants to acquire approxi- 
mately 8000 acres to add to the China Lake 
Naval Weapons Center and to the Chocolate 
Mountains Gunnery Range. Both these areas 
are also in the Mohave Desert. 

NEVADA: The Navy wants to vastly 
expand its Fallon Naval Air Station. The 
figures keep changing on this, but the latest 
estimate is that over 300,000 more acres 
would be sacrificed. These are mostly BLM 
lands now (a few ranches might also be 
affected) and there are probably WSAs in- 
volved. These lands would be bombed and 
strafed by Naval aircraft. 

The Army National Guard wants over 

600,000 acres in the vicinity of Hawthorne 
(west central Nevada). Again, this is mostly 
BLM land and some WSAs may be affected. 
This area is slated to be a training area for 
National Guard units from all over the US. 

NEVADA/UTAH: The Air Force (which 
already has extensive holdings in Utah's 


probably isn't dead. 

KANSAS: The Army wants 100,000 
acres to expand Fort Riley (an infantry base). 
Most of the proposed expansion is private 
land; some of it is highly productive crop- 
land. It evidently includes the Flint Hills 
[which have some of the last unplowed 
remnants of the Tallgrass Ecosystem], 

MISSISSIPPI: The Army National 
Guard wants to expand Camp Shelby. The 
proposal involves a complicated land ex- 
change (by which a few thousand acres of 
military land would be turned back to the 
public in Colorado) but the net result ap- 
pears to be about 100,000 acres removed 
from public ownership and turned over to 
the military. Most of this would be taken 
from the De Soto National Forest. 

MAINE: The Army National Guard 
wants to acquire 720,000 acres of woodlands 
in northern Maine. This land is presently 
owned by Champion Paper Company (ex- 
cept for a few thousand acres of state land). 



Washington 
Montana 
Minnesota 
Maine 
Idaho 
Nevada 
Nevada 
Nevada/Utah 
Colorado 
10. Kansas 
11,13. California 
12. California 
14. Mississippi 


Yakima Firing Center 
Montana Training Center 


Saylor Creek Bombing Range 
Fallon Master Land Withdrawal 
Hawthorne Maneuvers Area 
Electronic Combat Transition Course 
Fort Carson/Pinon Canyon 
Fort Riley 

China Lake/Chocolate Mountain 
Fort Irwin National Training Center 
Camp Shelby 

TOTAL 


6,400 acres 

718.000 acres 

200.000 acres 

720.000 acres 
1.4 mil. acres 

314.000 acres 

600.000 acres 

450.000 acres 
5,760 acres 

100.000 acres 
8,320 acres 

265.000 acres 

100.000 acres 
4,887,480 acres 


addition Army 

new Air & Army Nat'l G'rd 

new Army Nat'l Guard 

new Army Nat'l Guard 

addition Air Force 

addition Navy 

new Army Nat'l Guard 

new Air Force 

new Army 

addition Army 

addition Navy 

addition Army 

addition Army Nat’l Guard 


The military has already concluded an agree- 
ment to train on company lands, but would 
prefer to buy. Since considerable paper 
company land (most cut-over) has been 
coming on the market recently, this scheme 
isn't far-fetched. The lands should go into 
public ownership for a future park or pre- 
serve (as has been proposed in EF! Journal). If 
the military has its way, these lands will be 
used to train National Guard units from all 
over the eastern US, regular Army, Navy, Air 
Force and Marine units, and NATO troops. 

What can be done to stop this land- 
grab? Despite lessening East-West tensions, 
the outlook for curbing the US military's 
insatiable appetite isn't bright. Ironically, 
the very likelihood that US forces may even- 
tually be out of Europe simply gives an added 
argument to military expansionists. After 
all, they say, if we lose those training areas in 
Europe, we had better replace them in the 
US. 

Congress ostensibly has the final say on 
any military land acquisitions. 
Sometimes the military ignores 
this legal nicety, and gets away 
with it, as a few years ago when 
the Air Force simply took over 

80,000 acres of the Groom Range 
in Nevada . Some of military's 
base expansion plans are before 
Congress now, but final action 
may take years. In some of the 
proposals, environmental impact 
statements are being prepared 
(e.g., the BLM is doing this for the 
proposed Ft. Irwin expansion and 
the Idaho proposal). So far, those 
few in Congress who have ex- 
pressed any opinion on the mat- 
ter have been cautious in their 
remarks. No one wants to be seen 
as "weak" on the subject of na- 
tional defense. For instance, Rep- 
resentative Bruce Vento [D-MN], 
who has held hearings of his 
House Interior Subcommittee in 
which citizen complaints about 
military base expansion plans 
were aired, still says the military 
may well need new bases. 

What is needed is a barrage 
of letters to Congress express- 
ing outrage that the military 
should be trying to expand 
their land holdings at a time 
when all reason says they 
should be reducing. Write your 
senators (Senate, Washington, 
DC 20510) and representative 
(House Office Building, DC 
20515) and tell them you op- 
pose any more land acquisi- 
tions by the military. If you live 
in one of the states directly af- 
fected, write to your governor 
and state senators and represen- 
tatives as well. Tellthemtostop 
the Afghanization of America. 

For more information on 
the threats posed to Americans 
by their own military forces, 
subscribe to Citizen Alert (Box 
5391, Reno,. NV 89513). 


West Desert) wants about 450,000 more 
acres along the Nevada/Utah border to use 
for training in electronic warfare. The pro- 
posed expansion is near Great Basin National 
Park and may include the Deep Creek Moun- 
tains WSA in Utah. Fortunately, the same 
ranchers who successfully resisted the MX 
Missile racetrack proposal can be counted on 
to oppose this as well. 

WASHINGTON: The Army wants 
about 6000 acres to expand the Yakima Fir- 
ing Center. 

IDAHO: In the largest of the proposals, 
so far, the Air Force wants nearly 1.5 million 
acres in southwestern Idaho to expand an 
existing 100,000 acre bombing range south 
of Mountain Home. This scheme would 
seize some incomparable BLM lands, includ- 
ing the Bruneau River country, as well as 
some private ranches. 

MONTANA: The Air and Army Na- 
tional Guard want over 700,000 acres in 
northeastern Montana, including produc- 
tive, private rangelands as well as public 
lands. Like the Hawthorne, Nevada pro- 
posal, a national tank warfare training center 
is contemplated here. 

COLORADO: The Army wants nearly 
6000 acres to expand Fort Carson. 

MINNESOTA: In 1986 the Army Na- 
tional Guard announced plans to acquire 

200, 000 acres for a tank and artillery tra ining 
base. Most of this land would be acquired 
from the Superior National Forest, near the 
Boundary Waters Wilderness. Despite the 
support of the governor, public opposition 
caused the scheme to be put on hold, but it 


GE: Bringing Good 
Things to Life? 


General Electric, the company whose 
motto claims that they "bring good things to 
life," is one of the nation's largest nuclear 
weapons manufacturers. In 1986, INFACT, 
an organization that "runs corporate respon- 
sibility campaigns to stop corporate abuses 
that endanger people's health and survival," 
began a GE boycott campaign to force GE to 
live up to their motto and stop producing 
nuclear weapons. 

In fiscal years 1984-86, GE grossed 11.1 
billion dollars of taxpayers' money through 
weapons contracts with the government. 
This is, however, only 11.8% of GE's total 
annual sales, which makes a public boycott 
potentiallysuccessful. Currently about 1.5% 
of the US population is boycotting GE prod- 
ucts. A boycott of 5% would force GE to 
reevaluate their weapons industry. A boy- 
cott of 8-10% could force GE to stop produc- 
ing nuclear weapons or face an enormous 
loss of profits. 

GE has been active in insuring a market 
for the weapons it produces. Through the 
use of political action committees (PACs) GE 
can legally give large sums of money to 
congresspersons to insure their support for 
GE weapons. GE also has 150 lobbyists creat- 


ing a demand for the weapons. Exxon, in 
contrast, has 6 lobbyists. 

One of the lobbyists' favorite tactics for 
winning the support of Congress is jobs 
extortion: reminding members of Congress 
that the cancellation of weapons contracts 
will cost jobs and therefore votes. GE has 
subcontracted the B-l bomber such that its 

50,000 parts come from 5200 subcontractors 
in 48 states. They left almost no congres- 
sional district untouched. 

When the B-l was in danger of cancel- 
lation because of charges of obsolescence 
and because of its enormous cost, GE began 
an advertising campaign called "Operation 
Common Sense" to insure the B-l's popular- 
ity. Public advertising campaigns such as 
these are included in the contract costs and 
are paid for by the taxpayers. 

President Carter canceled B-l. produc- 
tion in 1977, but Ronald Reagan resumed the 
program after he became President. Reagan, 
who has the dubious distinction of presiding 
over this country's largest peacetime military 
build-up, had been on GE's payroll for eight 
years as a spokesperson. After 1962, when 
Reagan began his own political career, he 
continued on next page 


One Year After the Spill 


RESULTS OF THE 
EXXON VALDEZ OIL 
SPILL 

by Elise Scott, EF! AK Task Force 

Clean up 1: an act or instance of cleaning 
2: an exceptionally large profit, also to make a 
spectacular profit in a business enterprise: Kill- 
ing. (Scott, 1990) 

Clean 1: free from dirt or 
pollution.fWebsters, 1985) 

On 24 March 1989, one of the world's 
largest corporations was given the responsi- 
bility to "clean up” the worst oil spill in U.S. 
history in one of the most biologically rich 
areas in the world — Alaska's Prince William 
Sound (PWS). Our government allowed a 
profit oriented private enterprise, which had 
just demonstrated extreme irresponsibility, 
to control a project that, within a few weeks 
of the spill, proved to be beyond the capaci- 
ties of modem day technology. 

SHORT-TERM IMPACTS death by hypothermia. Diving birds — These toxins are transferred into the envi- "Oil has been found in bottom sedi- 

The short-term impacts of the spill are ducks, cormorants, loons, etc. — die for the ronment through evaporation, dissolution, ments; some deep-dwelling creatures like 

obvious: the ecosystem and mass quantities same reason, in addition to being drowned and dispersion. Lower weight aromatics are rockfish have been killed by the oil. 

of animals got drenched in oil. Wildlife when weighted down with oil. The intes- evaporated and dispersed as oil droplets. *In the intertidal portion of salmon 

mortalities officially include 1010 Sea Otters tines of eagles, falcons, and other birds that High weight aromatics are dissolved in the streams where normally tens of thousands of 

(about 1/4 of actual deaths), 144 Bald Eagles eat oiled animals, become coated and can't water column and dispersed as oil droplets. eggs or juveniles form, biologists were un- 

and 18 other raptors including Peregrine absorb nutrients or water; eventually the Both forms are broken down by bacteria and able to find even one egg, alevin, or fry. 

Falcon (about 1/4 actual), 36,429 seabirds (5- birds starve or become dehydrated. Heavy other organisms that can metabolize them. * Peregrine Falcons in spill area occu- 

10% actual), 17 Grey Whales (normal years snows caused many deer to come down and Marine organisms take up hydrocar- pied fewer nests than expected, and had 

4-5 found dead). The oil also killed deer and feed on vegetation in the tidal zones. Oil kills bons through the water column and through lower-than-normal productivity, 

bear, number unknown. Exxon severely cut the bacteria the deer need to digest their their diet. Hydrocarbons are transferred *A "dead zone" exists on the ocean floor 

back on wildlife rescue and retrieval boats by food; starvation ensues. across cell membranes when organisms at Herring Bay (Knight Island), 

mid-summer. LONG-TERM IMPACTS breathe or take up water. Oil droplets can be "Last year most Bald Eagle nests in the 

Oil kills in a variety of ways, depending Oil is poisonous. Crude oil is a mixture mistakenforfoodbyzooplankton, especially area were reported empty. The largest re- 

on the animal. Otters have fur, rather than of organic and inorganic compounds. Aro- copepods. "More fish and other aquatic maining Bald Eagle group in the world, 5000, 

blubber, as insulation from cold Alaskan matic anc j aliphatid hydrocarbons make up creatures feed on copepods than on any resided in PWS. Bald Eagles will feast on 

water; oil destroys the fur's insulating quali- the organic fraction, while trace elements other one kind of animal known." (RikiOtt, oiled carcasses, contaminating themselves 

ties. Even a little oil in their fur can cause and heavy metals make up the inorganic. PWSER p.32) Copepods store the hydrocar- with hydrocarbons. 

bons in their fat cells and release them in "Organisms (e.g., algae) won't grow on 

their fecal pellets. Fecal pellets are the sample rocks scrubbed clean with solvent 
primary way oil gets into bottom sediments last year. 

and organisms. Fecal pellets, plant matter, In reality, oil spills cannot be "cleaned” 

bacteria, and sediment grains combine to out of an ecosystem by humans, though the 

form a major food source for clams, other consequences may be mitigated by remoV- 

bivalves, and fish that live in the bottom ing as much oil as possible. Oil exposed to 

sediments. air and water "weathers," allowing the 

Other marine creatures, such as crabs, hydrocarbons to disperse and become tar 

shrimp, and otters, eat the tainted clams and balls. If exposure is not chronic, marine 

fish. After ingestion, hydrocarbons may be animals can live through low contamination 

eliminated; treated as poisons by the liver and the hydrocarbons eventually will be 

and metabolized or detoxified; stored in the eliminated from their bodies. Chronic expo- 

fat cells (lipids), then metabolized when the sure contaminates the food chain. Because 

lipids are used for energy; transferred to of the geography of the areas affected in 

developing eggs high in lipids (in fish); or Alaska, the probabilityofchronicexposureis 

slowly eliminated by the body when the high. 

source of the toxin is gone. In birds and Much of the coast of Alaska consists of 

mammals, preeningalso leads to ingestionof estuaries, bays, coves, and fjords with many 
oil hydrocarbons. * mudflats and marshes and offshore islands. 

Low level releases of hydrocarbons over The beaches range from fine sands through 

long periods cause chronic exposure. Bilges cobbles and gravels to boulders. Beaches that 

and leaks from pleasure and commercial are in protected coves, bays, and estuaries are 

vessels, spills from fuel docks, releases from not as exposed to the harsh winter storms 

oil terminal and refinery activities, and spills that help to wash the oil away. Oil buried in 

from tankers all put oil into the environ- the beach will not be exposed to weathering, 

ment. In the case of a spill, bottom sediment These beaches then become sources of 

and beaches will continue to leach hydrocar- chronic exposure, because they continue to 

bons, causing chronic exposure. "During leach oil into the ecosystem, 

chronic exposures, hydrocarbons remain Out of 257,000 barrels spilled, only an 

both in the water and in the sediments." estimated 77,000 evaporated; 17,000 were 

(PWSER, 33) Long-term exposure damages recovered, 350 burned; 162,000 remain in 

the ecosystem and its inhabitants. When the ecosystem. Portions of this 162,000 have 

marine organisms metabolize hydrocar- contaminated 1244 miles of shoreline, some 




GE • . . 

continued from previous page 
remained closely tied to GE executives and 
boardmembers. During Reagan's Presi- 
dency, GE received multi-year contracts 
worth $1.58 billion to complete the 100 
plane B-l fleet’s engines — for planes pro- 
jected to obsolete two years after comple- 
tion. 

GE has had many such links with the 
government. From 1957-59, Neil McElroy, 
who sat oh GE's board of directors from 
1950-57 and 59-72, was the Secretary of 
Defense and used his position to uphold GE's 
financial interests in military strategy and 
foreign policy. Thomas Gates, one of GE's 
largest stockholders, succeeded McElroy as 
Secretary of Defense and increased GE's 
profits by obtaining billions of dollars in 
government weapons contracts. Thomas 
Paine, a GE executive who was forced to leave 
NASA' in 1969 due to contract scandals, in 
1987 headed a presidential space commis- 
sion that urged NASA to begin work on a 
space station. Also on GE's board of directors 
is Star Wars Advisory Panel member David 
Jones. 

With such strong ties to government, 
GE has been able to firmly root this govern- 
ment in a policy of "peace through strength" 
— which would be better named profits 
through strength. GE's lust for profits has kept 
its public relations department busy cover- 


ing up various unsavory activities, including 
these: 

"In 1985, GE's long history of govern- 
ment fraud, price fixing and violation of 
anti-trust laws caught up with it when GE 
became the first weapons contractor to be 
indicted and found guilty of defrauding the 
government for overcharging on military 
contracts. 

"GE's sales of faulty and unsafe nuclear 
reactors has it wrapped up in several legal 
battles. 

"GE led the field of polluters cited in 
1985 for the largest number of toxic waste 
sites in the US. 

"GE's labor relations are not good, as it 
has been involved in union busting, run- 
away shops, and moving factories out of the 
US, to countries where labor is cheaper. 

These facts (from INFACT Brings GE to 
Light) coupled with INFACT's boycott have 
forced GE to increase their advertising by 
300% since 1986. 

Americans have been lied to and forced 
to fund GE's weapons game for too long. It 
is time to end America's deadly military- 
industrial complex. 

Please take this simple step toward 
insuring that our planet remains habit- 
able: Boycott all GE products. 

— Anne E. Petermann, GAB EF! 


bons, the original compound is transformed 
into derivatives and metabolites, many of 
which are mutagens (cause transmittable 
changes to the genetic material in cells). 
Mutagens are often also carcinogenic (cause 
cancer) and teratogenic (cause malforma- 
tions during cell development from concep- 
tion to birth). 

Thus, the reproductive potential of 
copepods, crab, shrimp, fish, and birds and 
mammals can be impaired. Planktonic lar- 
vae, eggs, and juvenile life stages can be 
disastrously affected. "Low doses of aro- 
matic hydrocarbons have been shown to 
alter behavior in crabs and fish with both 
lethal and sublethal results." (PWSER, 34) 

Results from state and federal studies 
are not available to the public. The publicly 
funded studies are being kept secret because 
government officials fear releasing data 
would damage their legal case against Exxon 
and lead to an "ill-informed public." (ADN, 
3/4/90) However, available information 
confirms some of our worst fears: 

"Seven Orca are missing from a pod of 
35 counted last year. Disappearances usually 
mean death; normally 1-2 from this pod die 
per year. Orca were seen surfacing in the spill 
to breath; blow hole contamination is pos- 
sible. 

"Samples of herring larvae from eggs 
near oiled shorelines were found to have 
90% abnormalities, vs. 6% from unoiled 
areas. 


has settled into bottom sediments, and the 
rest is still weathering and moving with the 
ocean. The oil moved through southwestern 
PWS into the Gulf of Alaska, hit Kodiak 
Island, continued up into Cook Inlet, down 
the Shelikof Strait, and down the Alaska 
Peninsula. Federal lands hit were Kenai 
Fjords National Park, Katmai National Park 
and Preserve, Alaska Maritime National 
Wildlife Refuge, and Aniakchak National 
Monument and Preserve. State areas include 
Kachemak Bay State Park, Shuyak State Park, 
and McNeil River State Game Sanctuary (the 
world's highest concentration of Grizzly 
Bears resides here). 

During September, Bill Black, a fisher- 
man from Cordova, myself, and two others 
initiated the Cordova independent clean up. 
On the beaches we found oil and fine gravel 
and sand mixed to make an asphalt-like 
substance. The salmon stream in Sleepy Bay 
(now also known as Slicky Bay), which 
Exxon tried to clean by backhoeing 4 feet 
down and reconstructing the 15-30 foot 
wide channel with clean gravel, was thick 
with oil again. The oil that originally coated 
the beach has now either sunk deep into the 
beach or been washed off by winter storms 
and the "clean up," leaving behind a tar like 
residue. 

EXXON'S "CLEAN UP" 

Exxon's clean up worsened the impact 
of the spill. This is not to say that nothing 
continued on page 10 
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One Year After . . . 

continued from page 9 

should have been done; rather it is to say that 
alternative clean up methods would have 
been less hostile to the environment. The 
clean up effort put 10,000 workers and 
hundreds of barges, fishing boats, tugs, 
houseboats, and planes in the PWS. All sorts 
of technologies were used, from rakes and 
shovels to high powered generators and 
cranes. By mid-summer, the most popular 
was the "omni": a huge, articulated boom 
which jetted 165 degree water at the beach at 
80 lbs. per square inch. 

The hot water washing method did 
loosen some oil, but it also drove the oil 
deeper into the beach substrate and par- 
boiled whatever life lived through the spill. 
Additionally, washing caused more oil to 
enter the intertidal zones — the lush, green 
zones full of plants and animals just below 
sea level. Research has proven that "heavy 
traffic by workers trying to clean up the spill 
weakened the bottom sediment.” (NYT, 4/4/ 
89) Workers also tracked oil into non-oiled 
beach areas. 

Prince William Sound was overrun by 
humans and their machines all summer 
long. Hundreds of generators, steam clean- 
ers, pumps, and boats drowned the Sound in 
the noise of industrialization. Diesel and gas 
spills from routine engine use were numer- 
ous. The exhaust from all the engines mixed 
with the oily smell rising up in the steam 
from the beach washing. Three barge- 
mounted incinerators converted 650 tons of 
toxic waste into air pollutants daily. Also, 
illegal on-beach burnings occurred. 

Exxon was at war. Like the villages of 
Vietnam, Exxon was going to "clean" the 
beaches even if they had to destroy them to 
do so. 

There were and are less destructive ways 
of dealing with the spill, such as low impact 
technologies like rakes and shovels. Big 
booms, bigeranes, big boats, big hoses, scald- 
ing water, and masses of people made the 
spill impact worse. 

No attempt was made to head off the 
leading edges of the spill, even when it sepa- 
rated into smaller masses. Exxon was con- 
sumed by their beach cleaning public rela- 
tions campaign. Numerous tales were told of 
Exxon assigning 70 people to a beach, mov- 
ing equipment in, and then disbanding the 
operation once the media had been given a 
shoyying.. They had complete control over 
what the media saw. Preoccupied with get- 
ting the top layer of scum off the PWS 
beaches, Exxon neglected to prevent the oil 
from covering more beaches. As a result, 
beaches down to the southern end of the 
Alaskan Peninsula got hit. 

Exxon's behavior was consistent with 
that of large corporate structures whose lives 
depend on consumers. Exxon spent a lot of 
money to look as if they were doing some- 
thing. Exxon President Reynolds tells us 
" ...in not too long a time ...we will not be able 
to tell what happened." (L.A.Times, 3/18/90) 
How they will pry off the black, asphalt ring 
that interrupts the sheer, gray cliff faces of 
PWS, I’m not sure. Exxon should not have 
been given control of the clean up. 

Alaska had little choice but to sit by, fret 
and wring their hands. The state had no 
money. They had given their resources to 
the oil industry for a mere fraction of what 
they were worth; and with no state income 
tax, the drop in industry spending in the 
state had depleted their bank accounts. The 
Alaska Department of Environmental Con- 
servation (DEC) did attempt to keep Exxon 
from doing even more damage with their 
toxic dispersants, but they capitulated to the 
incinerators and bioremediation. 

The federal government never declared 
the spill a national disaster, and in fact ig- 
nored federal law. Under the Clean Water 
Act, the government is required to take over 
a clean up operation if the polluter is not 
doing a satisfactory job. The government's 
defense was that Exxon had the technical 
ability and the expertise (such as drunkards 
for tanker captains and boom materials fro- 
zen under 6 feet of snow). In reality. Bush 
and his legislative cohorts didn’t want to 
spend the money and didn't want to make a 
big deal of the spill by declaring it a national 
disaster or taking over the clean up, which 
would be admitting industry failure. To 
admit industry incompetence would be to 
risk the loss of drilling in Bristol Bay and the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. 

At this time no one is equipped to 
handle a spill the size of the Exxon Valdez. 
This year's clean up plans are to use low 
impact technologies, such as shovels- and 
pickaxes. However, Exxon is strong-arming 
the DEC to permit bioremediation. Bioreme- 
diation is the use of fertilizer to promote oil- 
eating bacteria growth. It has its own toxic 
aspects (e.g., promotes excessive algae 
growth) and was proven ineffective over the 
winter. Activists are urging the DEC to stand 
up to Exxon. They are urging Exxon to buy 
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back for the state the timber rights sold to 
Natives on land in the Prince WilliamSound. 
Purchasing the $50-100 million worth of 
timber rights and transferring them to a 
conservation trust would be one way for 
Exxon to make amends. 

In the end there is no way out of the 
reality that oil is toxic and its toxic aspects do 


not disappear. Eventually, the waters of 
Alaska merge with those of the rest of the 
world. Oil spills happen all the time. We 
don't know how long we have before the 
oceans die.... 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Aside from 
helping overcome the patriarchal, capitalis- 
tic oligarchy that oppresses the world into 


masked slavery and brainless conformity, 
you can join the EF1AK Task Force 1990 
campaigns. See related article for details. 

Elise Scott is a 25 year Alaskan, rhetori- 
cian, and founder of the EF! Alaska Task Force. 


The EF! Alaska Task Force 1990 Campaign 


The Alaska Task Force want's to develop 
a nationwide network of activists concerned 
about Alaska, who can start their own Alaska 
action groups for coordinated direct actions 
and educational campaigns. An informa- 
tional packet, slide show, and newsletter will 
soon be available. Any research (alternative 
energy/oil) articles, cartoons or artwork, and 
ideas for actions would be appreciated. 

The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge - 
ANWR desperately needs actions, educa- 
tional and direct. Contrary to what we might 
expect due to the spill, inside sources say it 
does not look good for ANWR. The Refuge 
will be a focus for the Task Force this year. I 
NEED SLIDES of the North Slope-and the 
Refuge; please donate; we'll pay for copies. 

Bristol Bay - We need to demand a buy- 
back of the Bristol Bay leases. The MMS, a 
leasing service for government, is evaluating 
contingency plans and technology to deter- 
mine if a large spill could be contained. This 
is a NATIONAL ISSUE and it needs actions. 

Alternative Energy - Both the above 
issues are connected to the issue of energy. 
We have been told by the oil industry and 
government that the devastation in Prince 
William Sound is simply the "cost" of using 
oil. Indeed, the oil industry's abusive behav- 
ior on the North Slope, and their proven 
inability and unwillingness to develop or 
transport oil conscientiously, testify to the 
above. WE NEED ALTERNATIVE ENERGIES 
NOW. 

EXXONTOBUY PWS TIMBER RIGHTS ! 
- At least we hope. Exxon needs to be pushed 
to give AK the money to buy back the timber 
rights to the fragile forests in the Sound. The 
lands should be put in a conservation trust. 

Thanks to all who have sent donations; 
they are desperately needed. For a newsletter 
or to send more donations write: EF! AKTF, 
POB 1019, San Rafael, CA 94915 or call (415) 
564- 7001 or Bay Area EF! 



A Kinder, Gentler Forest Service; 
Or, Manly Guys Get Sensitive 


by Norman Peale 

The "sensitive eighties" have finally 
come to the Forest Service — or else Bush's 
admonitions about a "kinder, gentler Amer- 
ica" have trickled down. Forest supervisors, 
regional directors, and Washington staffers 
all met in Tucson, Arizona last November to 
discuss new directions for the agency. Re- 
sembling a cross between an Erhardt Seminar 
Training (EST) program for self-actualization 
and an Alan Savory seminar for Holistic 
Resource Management, these manly leaders 
of a macho agency spent three days encour- 
aging each other to "BEHAVE IN A CARING 
WAY," to "TAKE RESPONSIBILITY TO LIS- 
TEN, LISTEN, LISTEN," and to "CREATE A 
WINNING FUTURE" ( verbatim quotes from 
the proceedings). 

This rash of sensitivity seems to perme- 
ate even the uppermost echelons of the 
bureaucracy: Chief Dale Robertson himself 
encouraged his minions to strive for an 
"Innovative/Creative People-Oriented For- 
est Service Culture," to "face the, future with 
a positive attitude," and to "evolve into a 
new sense of vigor and vitality." 

One of the topics of discussion was 
"work force diversity." The Supervisors of 


regions 1-4 jointly produced a message to the 
chief of the Forest Service in which they 
recommended that the agency "focus on the 
many positive aspects of having a work force 
that is diverse in race, gender, age, lifestyle 
and philosophy, and bring as many people as 
possible into the solution." They even in- 
vited a professor of sociology from North- 
eastern Illinois University to lecture them, 
excuse me, to share with them some of his 
thoughts on "Cultural Diversity." Imagine 
an auditorium full of agency heads listening 
to this: 

“The scripts in this Agency historically 
have said the leaderships are men, white men.... 
And I submit to you that this Nation is not all 
about simply the most prominent group repre- 
sented here [white men].... I see an A merica that 
celebrates diversity. I see women leading our 
important march for the destiny with freedom. 
We have to do more for the physically handi- 
capped than provide parking spaces and toilet 
doors that are wider. We need to be able to 
appreciate that we are responsible, we are trus- 
tees, and it's in that spirit that I've come to you, 
celebrating diversity !" 

Other highlights of the conference in- 
cluded presentations on WELLNESS ("your 
body is an investment"); REFLECTIVE LIS- 


TENING, and a VALUES SURVEY. The 
latter presentation revealed the results of a 
survey of agency employees' attitudes re- 
garding what values they felt the agency 
should reward vs. what values they felt the 
agency actually did reward. Among the top 
values 

employees felt the agency should reward 
were "caring for future generations" and 
"caring for the welfare/development of oth- 
ers." Needless to say, these same employees 
judged these two values to be on the low end 
of the Forest Service reward system hierar- 
chy. 

In the light of these momentous devel- 
opments, it seems possible that future 
agency law enforcement trainers might re- 
place firearms practice with Tai Chi Chuan 
lessons; silviculturalists might give seminars 
oil the effects of classical music on Douglas- 
fir seedling growth rates; range managers 
might require ranchers to get regular choles- 
terol check-ups as part of their grazing per- 
mit; and recreation staffers might use con- 
flict management techniques to desegregate 
hunters and bird-watchers in National Forest 
campgrounds. 




VICTORY FOR THE DOLPHINS! 


Truth in Labeling 
Campaign Pays Off 

Unless you've been living in a sock 
drawer since April 12, you've probably heard 
about the announcement made that day by 
the H J. Heinz Co., owner of StarKist Tuna. 
Heinz has agreed to stop buying any tuna 
caught by purse seining on dolphins, or by 
using driftnets or gillnets, effective immedi- 
ately. This extends to all their international 
branches and all their products, so kitty can 
have tuna again too. 

Heinz CEO Anthony O'Reilly stated at 
their press conference in Washington, DC 
that their decision was the result of con- 
sumer pressure, calling it a "wonderful ex- 
ample of consumer democracy in action." It 
worked, folks! All those letters, truth-in- 
labeling stickers, and money better spent 
elsewhere added up to a public relations 
headache they couldn't ignore. Skepticism 
as to the integrity of this or any other meg- 
acorporation statement is sensible, but at 
this point they have much more to lose by 
back-pedaling than by keeping their prom- 
ises. They'll startusinga "dolphin-safe" label 
in two or three months, once all the tainted 
stuff is out of the distribution stream. So if 
you must, go ahead. We're waiting for the 
label ourselves. 

Predictably, Greenpeace, which NEVER 
endorsed the boycott, immediately un- 
leashed their PR department on the DC 
media and took all the credit, competing 
with the Heinz Co. for the barf-arama award. 
Isn't it time these claim-jumpers and cam- 
paign-rustlers were taken to task? (Hint: ask 
Paul Watson...) Heinz, for their entry, on 
April 19 placed a full-page ad in all major US 
metropolitan daily papers showing a dol- 
phin head saying, "Thanks, StarKist!" 
("Thanks” for finally ending the genocide? 


Letters for Tongass Needed 

The Tongass Timber Reform Act is being 
reintroduced in Congress, and letters are 
needed to help strengthen and pass it. The 
bill is now called HR 987 Johnston Substi- 
tute. The substitute version: 1) eliminates 
the congressionally mandated supply of 4.5 
billion board feet of timber annually; 2) 
eliminates an automatic timber program 
appropriation of at least $40 million annu- 
ally; 3) mandates 100' buffer strips along 
both sides of all salmon spawning streams; 4) 
modifies the exclusive 50-year contracts with 
the two Alaska pulp giants; 5) mandates 
permanent protection from commercial 
logging for 12 areas comprising 673, 000 acres. 

We need to do three things: 1) Write 
and call senators. 2) Send a copy of all 
letters to George Mitchell, the Senate 
majority leader, with a note encouraging 
him to bring the bill to a floor vote, as he 
controls the agenda. 3) Go to Washington, 
DC or local congressional offices and 
lobby senators. 

In your letters advocate 3 strengthen- 
ing measures: 1) protection for all 23 areas 
(1.8 million acres) proposed for Wilder- 
ness in previous versions of the Act; 2) 
termination rather than modification of 
the contracts; 3) inclusion of trout streams 
in the buffer strip provision. Send letters 
to senators, US Senate, Washington, DC 
20510; and representatives, House of Reps, 
DC 20515. 

— Student Environmental Action Coali- 
tion, CB#5115, U of North Carolina, Chapel 
Hill, 27599 


This "green corporation" stuff is stomach- 
turning, n'est-ce pasl) 

How did the other tuna companies 
react? Bumblebee and Chicken-of-the-Sea 
panicked, and issued their own press releases 
and sample "dolphin-safe" labels within a 
few hours. Of course, now they're unable to 
make good on their own hype. Needle 'em! 
Keep on tagging their tins, and write to ask 
them why they can’t do the same as StarKist. 
The remaining tuna labels, mostly small 
independent and "house” brands, have 
taken no official position, though it seems 
clear that dolphin-safe StarKist will force any 
remaining dolphin-killers off the shelves. 
Identify your local house labels (on the West 
Coast, Safeway is a prime target) and go after 
them! 

The Ocean-Dolphin Task Force is get- 
ting out of the silent educator business for a 
while, and we're changing our name to the 
Oceans Task Force. We'll continue to moni- 
tor the tuna-dolphin situation, and will keep 
you posted, but it honestly looks like the 
other canners will fall like dominoes fairly 
soon. If you have ever ordered stickers from 
us, you're probably on our mailing list and 
will get an update soon; if not, write to us and 
we'll add you. Sticker orders received after 
April 12 will be filled at 2 for 1 (since the 
Heinz stickers are no longer applicable) until 
supplies run out. After that we'll return your 
money but keep your name unless you spec- 
ify otherwise (like keeping your money and 
returning your name?). We'll be doing more 
to oppose the Mexican sea turtle slaughter, 
and broadening our involvement In ocean 
ecosystems issues such as pollution, marine 
debris and oil. Your input is needed. Stop the 
corporate rape of the watery two-thirds of 
Gaia! Anyone out there gotta boat? 

— Candace Batycki 


Gas Pipes to Dissect SW CO 

This spring and summer extensive pipe- 
line construction is planned throughout La 
Plata County in southwest Colorado. Seven 
major pipelines plus dozens of smaller ones 
are planned for both coalbed methane gas 
wells and water disposal wells (to get rid of 
the brine produced by this gas-passing tech- 
nology). These pipelines will cross the Pine, 
Florida, and Animas Rivers numerous times, 
and will destroy pristine riparian habitat. 

Undercurrent regulations only the larg- 
est of these pipelines will require an environ- 
mental impact statement (EIS). The others 
can be bulldozed through with little or no 
regulatory oversight or mitigation. Under 
the Clean Water Act, a section 404 permit is 
required to excavate or disturb streambeds 
and wetlands. The EPA has some advisory 
capacity over 404 permits, but the US Army 
Corps of Engineers has the sole regulatory 
authority for pipeline permits and admini- 
stration of 404 permits. 

Most large gas developers (Including 
AMOCO — major gas passers in southwest 
Colorado) have nationwide 404 permits 
which allow them to bulldoze across streams 
whenever and wherever they please. The 
Army Corps has discretionary authority to 
require individual crossing permits and to 
review each of these individual permits for 
cumulative impacts; but the Corps will not 
exercise this authority unless the public 
pressures it to do so. 

Before June 1, please call or write 
Grady McNure, Chief, Regional Unit 4, US 


Army Corps of Engineers, 764 Horizon 
Drive, Room 211, Grand Junction, CO 
81506-8719, 303-243-1199; and Sarah 
Fowler, water quality requirement sec- 
tion, EPA region VIII, 8 WM-SP, 999 18th 
St, Denver, CO 80202,303-293-1575. Tell 
them the pipelines ought not be built. 
Demand that if they are built, the Army 
Corps at least require individual crossing 
permits for streams and wetlands instead 
of nationwide permits, and complete 
cumulative impact review assessments 
and require adequate mitigation for all 
impacts. Also demand that the least 
damaging construction methods be used, 
in the least fragile sites. 

The Army Corps will tell you they don’t 
have any control over this issue. That's just 
more b.s. They do and they need to be 
pressured. If we don’t act now the streams 
and rivers of southwest Colorado will be- 
come permanent mud flows and most 
aquatic life will be destroyed. This damage 
will be particularly severe because we're in 
the middle of a drought and stream flows are 
extremely low. 

For more information contact Larry 
Hartsfield, 543 E 5th Ave, Durango, CO 
81301, 303-259-1812; or Gwen Lachelt, 
Western Colorado Congress 303-259-3583. 

LA EF! Heard on 
Angeles Forest Plan Appeal 

Two years after their initial filing, Los 
Angeles Earth Firstl's appeal of the Freddies' 
plans for the heavily-impacted Angeles Na- 
tional Forest finally moved to an oral hear- 
ing. The informal presentation was made via 
conference call on March 12 to Forest Service 
offices back in the converted swampland of 
Washington, DC. 

Mark Williams represented L.A. EF!, 
while Peter Bralver spoke for WNETT, the 
Wide Network Environmental Think Tank. 
Both challenged decisions on expanded ORV 
use in the Forest; failure to make critical 
Wilderness designations in severe stress ar- 
eas (Arroyo Seco) needing a chance to re- 
cover; and use of grazing and artificial fire 
regimes as methods of "vegetation manage- 
ment." 

Bralver took the scientific tack, expand- 
ing arguments on adaptability and ecologi- 
cal equilibrium that had been used success- 
fully in previous FS and NPS hearings and 
appeals. Williams argued that wilderness 
values, and thus "'non-management' man- 
agement," were extra critical in the Angeles, 
given its abutment to the sprawling southern 
California necropolis. Its high use by local 
citizens, seeking ever-rarer undeveloped ar- 
eas in which to escape from overwhelming 
industrialism and artifice, mandates that the 
FS reduce all stress factors — commercial 
exploitation, motor bikes ... — impinging on 
this mixed-chaparral and mountain forest 
ecosystem. 

Bralver is expanding his work on land- 
scape adaptability for an upcoming article 
discussing the Angeles. The final decision on 
LA EF!'s appeal Is expected later this year. 

— Captain Swing & Old Pantheist, LA 
EF! 

Green Web Critiques 
Sustainable Development 

The Green Web, a small independent 
research group serving the environmental 
and green movements, has written an 8 page 
report revealing the dangers of "sustainable 
development." Below are excerpts from that 
report. Other excellent Green Web reports 
include Blueberry Spraying: A Chemical 
Horror Story, Pulp and Paper Mill Pollution, 
Christmas Tree Cultivation: Open Season on 
Pesticides, Uranium in Well Water In Nova 
Scotia, Atlantic Seals — On the Road to 
Extinction?, Grey Seals Under Attack, and 
The Case Against Forest Spraying with the 
Bacterial Insecticide Bt. For copies, write 
Green Web, RR#3, Saltsprings, Pictou 
County, Nova Scotia, Canada BOK 1P0, and 
include a donation if possible. 

Sustainable Development: Expanded 


Environmental Destruction 

Introduction : In Halifax, Nova Scotia, a 
conference on "sustainable development" 
was held on 15- 1 7 October 1989. The confer- 
ence was organized by the Nova Scotia De- 
partment of the Environment. One of the 
objectives was "to initiate the process of 
drafting a sustainable development strategy 
in Nova Scotia." The conference featured 
corporate and government speakers, a UN 
spokesperson, an "environmental consult- 
ant," and environmentalists. The Ecology 
Action Centre publicly defended its partici- 
pation in the newspapers. 

In New Brunswick, the Conservation 
Council, the province's equivalent of the 
Ecology Action Centre, organized a joint 
workshop in Fredericton, 23-24 April 1988, 
with the provincial Federation of Labour. 
Funding was from Environment Canada and 
"support" from business groups like Brun- 
swick Mining and Smelter Corporation, 
McCain Foods, and Miramichi Pulp and 
Paper. 

The Ecology Action Centre and the 
Conservation Council have provincial 
equivalent organizations across the country. 
On a national level, equivalents are Friends 
of the Earth and Pollution Probe. These 
organizations, with their paid staffs, can be 
said to represent that tendency within the 
environmental movement that solicits gov- 
ernment and corporate handouts and that 
explicitly advocates working with, not 
against, the provincial and federal govern- 
ments. Such groups are the environmental 
organizations that the media consult for an 
instant "environmental” voice on any issue. 

“Sustainable Development" : The term 
'sustainable development' has been popular- 
ized through the publication in 1987 of the 
400-page United Nations document Our 
Common Future by the World Commission 
on Environment and Development, popu- 
larly referred to as the Brundtland Report 
after its chairperson. The report emphasizes 
that economic growth is needed and advo- 
cates a five to tenfold increase, worldwide, in 
manufacturing output. 

In the Brundtland Report, ecology is not 
primary. The Report has a human-centered 
orientation. Other species of animals and 
plants do not have intrinsic value, but are 
considered "resources" for human use. 

The UN Report projects a world popula- 
tion of 8.2 billion persons by the year 2025. 
It gives data showing that the underdevel- 
oped world, with a few significant excep- 
tions, is becoming poorer in comparison to 
the developed world and that countries that 
are poor, have massive debt repayments, 
little productive land available, rapidly in- 
creasing populations, etc. postpone environ- 
mental concerns. But apart from moral 
exhortations, nothing is offered about the 
necessity to transfer much of the existing 
productive wealth from the "developed" to 
the underdeveloped world. 

Lucien Bouchard, the current federal 
minister of the environment, endorsed sus- 
tainable development in an October 1989 
speech to the UN. The Canadian Labour 
Congress Environmental Committee has 
produced a document called The Basis for a 
National Environmental Policy (4-89) in 
which sustainable development is sup- 
ported. It is clear that the CLC sees itself 
working with the social democratic New 
Democratic Party of Canada. Ed Broadbent, 
former national leader of the NDP, pledged 
party support for sustainable development 
and the Brundtland Report. 

Here are some of the reasons why sus- 
tainable development has enjoyed some 
support from environmentalists and greens: 

*A belief that the Brundtland Report is a 
big step forward for the environmental/ 
green movements. This amounts to a selec- 
tive reading, where the data on environ- 
mental degradation and poverty are empha- 
sized, and the growth economics and "re- 
source" orientation of the Report is ignored 
or downplayed. 

*A belief that taking part in a "forum" 
with business and government (and perhaps 
continued on page 12 
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Buffalo in Yellowstone. EFl and other activists recently fought for the rights of the prairie's rightful 
grazer. 


Tribal Lore 


continued from page 1 1 
labour) at least gives an opportunity to have 
an environmental view publicly expressed. 

*A belief that working with government 
and business "is the only realistic way." 

Appeal to Environmentalists and 
Greens : We should not support sustainable 
development. This concept provides the 
ideological cover or legitimization for greatly 
expanded economic growth; hence ex- 
panded or accelerated environmental de- 
struction. Sustainable development is all 
about sustaining development. 

An influential book which appeared in 
1972, The Limits to Growth, from "The Clubof 
Rome," makes the Brundtland Report seem a 
giant step backward. This earlier publica- 
tion, while still human-centered, took the 
position that in a finite world there must be 
limits to growth; that we should stop equat- 
ing growth with "progress"; and that we 
should look to a world model of a non- 
growing state of global equilibrium, where 
population and capital are essentially stable. 

We ask environmentalists and greens to 
face the need to put forth an alternative 
ecological vision to that offered by sustain- 
able development. 

The old ways of gearing up each year for 
the endless piecemeal battles over particular 
environmental issues are no longer suffi- 
cient. In the forestry sector, for example, the 
environmental war is being lost. While 
public awareness is growing, each year there 
is more clearcutting, more destruction of 
hardwoods, more spraying, more destruc- 
tion of wildlife habitats, more demand for 
pulp fibre. The Nova Scotia government 
proudly boasts of its "sustainable" forestry, 
as shown by the 4 million softwood seedlings 
planted by the province in 1978, 30 million 
in 1988, and a projected 60 million in 1998. 

The preservation of ecology must be the 
first consideration when deciding, for ex- 
ample, whether or not to build a coal-fired 
generating station like the Point Aconi 
power plant in Cape Breton. Such preserva- 
tion means placing the local situation in a 
global context. Biocentrism means a posi- 
tion of zero discharge for all industrial pol- 
lutants. 

— David Orton, February 1990 

WI Environmentalists and 
Scientists Sue FS 

A group of local and national environ- 
mental organizations and Wisconsin scien- 
tists filed suit on April 2 in the US District 
Court against the US Forest Service, challeng- 
ing the Nicolet National Forest's long-term 
management plan. The court action, which 
.charges that present management policy 


overemphasizes timber production to the 
exclusion of environmental and recreational 
values, follows a five year effort by the con- 
servation groups to redirect land use in the 
Nicolet. 

The suit was filed on behalf of the Sierra 
Club, the Wisconsin Audubon Council and 
the Wisconsin Forest Conservation Task 
Force, and will be a precedent-setting test 
case with national significance for National 
Forest management. At a press conference in 
Milwaukee, representatives of national envi- 
ronmental groups and the Association of 
Forest Service Employees for Environmental 
Ethics, strongly supported the action. 

Specifically, the suit seeks to force the 
Forest Service to: 

'Preserve large undisturbed sections of 
the 1000 square-mile Nicolet NF that can 
function as intact ecosystems to insure the 
survival of plants and animals that require 
deep woods habitats. 

'Disclose to the public the environ- 
mental consequences of timber harvesting, 
road construction and forest fragmentation. 

'Inventory remote and scenic recrea- 
tional sites, and prevent the intensive log- 
ging and roading of these areas. 

'Provide a balanced approach to recrea- 
tional opportunities so that the Nicolet does 
not become a homogenous, highly-roaded 
timber production area. 

The decision to file suit was made after 
Wisconsin environmentalists' 600 page 
appeal of the Nicolet's long-term manage- 
ment plan, filed in late 1986, was rejected by 
FS Chief F. Dale Robertson in January. In- 
cluded in this initial administrative appeal 
were supporting statements from prominent 
biologists, among them Paul Ehrlich, Daniel 
Janzen, Edward O. Wilson, and Jared Dia- 
mond. 

The Wisconsin suit is likely to have 
implications for management of the entire 
National Forest System. It will almost cer- 
tainly be contested vigorously by both the FS 
and timber interests. 

The conservationists bringing suit have 
stressed that their proposed modifications to 
the Nicolet plan would result in only a mar- 
ginal scaling back of timber cutting in the 
forest. "All we're talking about is rearranging 
planned timber cuts and associated roads so 
they occur in 75% of the Nicolet’s area, 
rather than 95%. We've seen no evidence 
that this will result in a major reduction in 
the wood available to the timber industry," 
said Sharon Clark Gaskill, spokesperson for 
the Wisconsin Audubon Council. Gaskill 
noted that federal lands represen t only about 
8% of the timber resource in Wisconsin, yet 
are the only remaining large blocks of public 
land that can ensure intact ecosystems for 
the future. 

For more information, contact Stephen 
Solheim, scientist, 608-262-2792; Sharon 
Clark Gaskill, environmentalist, 767-3642; 
or Walter Kuhlmann, attorney, 257-9521. 

ed. note: Several years ago, Midwest Head- 


waters Earth First! presented a visionary Wilder- 
ness proposal for the National Forests of northern 
Wisconsin that would go far beyond the steps 
requested in the above suit. For a copy, write 
Headwaters EF! 

Alaska Chooses A 
Scape Goat 

Alaska now has its own Spotted Owl: the 
Stellar Sea Lion. 

The Stellar Sea Lion inhabits the rocks 
and cliffs of south-central and southwestern 
Alaska in Prince William Sound and along 
the Aleutian Chain. Southeast Alaska also 
has Stellars, but they are a separate popula- 
tion, much smaller in a number than the 
groups to the west. 

Over the last 20 years, Stellar numbers 
have dropped in Prince William Sound and 
the Aleutians. The drop has accelerated over 
the last 5 years. This past summer, following 
the Exxon Valdez disaster, less than 20% of 
the expected Stellar Sea Lion population 
returned to their rookeries. 

No one knows why this decline is occur- 
ring. Dead animals have not been seen; the 
animals have not been seen in new locations. 
They've just disappeared. No one knows if 
this year's record low numbers are related to 
the oil spill. 

About 20 years ago, Stellar Sea Lions 
changed their eating habits, switching to the 
rapidly increasing numbers of Pollock in 
Prince William Sound. Soon they were eat- 
ing only Pollock. In recent years, Pollock has 
become a popular commercial fish, taken by 
the millions and processed in huge off-shore 
factories for their roe, which is shipped to 
Japan as a highly lucrative delicacy. This 
increasing Pollock take is suspected as caus- 
ing the Stellar's rapid decline. 

When the Stellar Sea Lion was finally 
declared a Threatened Species, the lines were 
drawn. Commercial fishermen blame sea 
lions for taking fish from their lines and nets, 
and many fishermen shoot sea lions on 
sight. This too is thought to be contributing 
to the species' demise. Now with this Threat- 
ened Species classification, fishermen can be 
prosecuted for their usual destructive prac- 
tices. If, as many environmentalists hope, 
Stellar Sea Lions are reclassified as Endan- 
gered, the conflict will become even greater. 

The situation is the same as with the 
Spotted Owl. Economic gain for humans 
conflicts with the continued survival of a 
non-human species. Fishing is as much a 
way of life here as logging is in the North- 
west. The battle to save the Stellar Sea Lion 
will be as hard fought. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Learn about 
the Stellar Sea Lion situation in Alaska. 
Contact your congressional representa- 
tives and ask that these marine mammals 
be protected as an Endangered Species. 

— Michael Lewis, Valdez, AK 

Activists Obstruct 
Buffalo Blood Bath 

Sam, just west of Yellowstone National 
Park: We mount our crotch rockets and 
cruise to the trailhead to meet the skiers. The 
crotch rockets [rented snowmobiles] race 
ahead andlocatea band of 18 Buffalo grazing 
peacefully beside Hebgen Lake. We knew 
that more of our kind were coming soon to 
bring great sadness to this small band. The 
Buffalos' crime: following ancient patterns 
of winter migration and foraging, they had 
stepped into cow country. They had ven- 
tured 4 miles beyond the invisible boundary 
of Yellowstone National Park. 

[Montana's Department of Fish, Wild- 
life, and Parks had awarded hunters permits 
to kill Buffalo outside the Park. Montana 
officials justify this Bison slaughter with the 


claim that the wild bovids may spread bru- 
cellosis to livestock in Montana. Earth First! 
and Fund For Animals activists organized the 
action to disrupt the slaughter. — ed.] 

The first hunter shot a mother Buffalo. 
She lurched and stumbled 30 feet, her bewil- 
dered calf terrified as the herd took off and 
mom didn’t. We gaped incredulously. It was 
actually happening. "Put her out of her 
misery!" I screamed as she struggled to get 
up. The hunter gave a look of mocking and 
sauntered over to shoot from the hip. The 
herd was moving and we scrambled to stay 
with them. 

Press and spectators arrived to watch 
the drama. Officials stole the keys from one 
of our snowmachines and we returned the 
favor. After the second murder, emotions 
ran high. An activist poked a hunter with a 
ski pole. Bubblehead, a Squish & Maim 
official, tackled the activist and the hunter 
took his shot, with another activist directly 
behind the Buffalo. A third one was down. 

A grieving eco-feminist knocked Bub- 
blehead on his ass in her rush to catch up 
with the herd. She put herself between the 
killer and the fallen mother. Gathering a 
handful of blood, she turned to the hunter 
and said, "the war has begun." Then she 
smeared blood on his face, cursing: "The 
spirit of this Buffalo will haunt you till your 
dying days." 

Epilogue: We must put an end to the 
myth of brucellosis as an excuse for slaugh- 
tering The Old Ones. Elk and deer carry 
brucellosis, both "free” roaming species. Bull 
Bison cannot transmit brucellosis, yet they 
are murdered too. [It is transmitted through 
aborted fetuses. — ed.] Obviously, the public 
lands grazing industry is flexing their 
muscles — because Buffalo eat the same 
thing as cows and they tear down fences! 

This is not a hunting issue! The kill is for 
boosting egos and protecting cattle ranchers' 
profits. Of course, Fish, Wildlife, and Park- 
inglots tells us this is just a temporary meas- 
ure (not for the Buffalo they kill!). They’ve 
been working on a long-term management 
plan ever since Montana became Buffalo, 'er 
no, brucellosis free five years ago. 

EF! Buffalo defenders need funds for 
transportation, cheap lodging, possibly 
crotch rocket rentals, and maybe bail. Please 
send contributions and requests for more 
information to POB 1733, Bozeman, MT 
59771. 

— Fire Grizzly, Delylah Dogwomon 
ed. note: EF! activists John Lilbum and Lee 
Dessoux are facing charges for their " harass- 
ment ' of hunters. On the day of the action, 
Montana US Representative John Marlenee, 
angered at the opposition to the Bison killing, 
introduced a bill aimed at stopping "hunter 
harassment . ' 

All the Dead Critters 

The US Department of Agriculture will 
soon release an EIS on its Animal Damage 
Control program (ADC). Activists need to 
draw attention to this little-known killing 
program. 

The Animal Damage Control Act of 2 
March 1931 granted the USDA the authority 
to "control" any wild animals considered 
"injurious" to agriculture, forests, range- 
lands, and wildlife in the US. In 1939, this 
responsibility was transferred to the Depart- 
ment of the Interior. In 1985, our govern- 
ment, in its infinite wisdom, saw this place- 
ment as a conflict of interest, and transferred 
ADC back to the USDA. Presently, the pro- 
gram is being administered by the USDA's 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS). 

The ADC mission is to "provide leader- 
ship in the science and practice of wildlife 
damage control in order to protect America's 
agricultural, industrial, and natural re- 



A group of environmental organizations and Wisconsin scientists have filed suit against the US Forest 
Service, challenging the Nicolet National Forest's long-term management plan which overemphasizes 
timber production to the exclusion of environmental and recreational values. 
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sources, and to safeguard public health and 
safety." This mandate resulted in the killing 
of over 4 million animals, including over 
75,000 predators, in 1988. Coyotes and 
blackbirds (including grackles and starlings) 
were the most persecuted mammal and bird 
species. The 1990 budget is $29.4 million, a 
$3.8 million increase over last year by our 
kinder and gentler administration. This 
money, along with some $ 15 million in state 
funds, will fund such killing methods as 
trapping, poisoning, shooting from helicop- 
ters and planes, chasing by dogs, and den 
burning. 

According to John Grandy, Vice Presi- 
dent of the Humane Society of the US and a 
member of the Secretary of Agriculture’s 
Advisory Committee on ADC, the rough 
breakdown of that 1990 budget is $19 mil- 
lion for the Western states (west of the Mis- 
sissippi River), 3 mfllion for the Eastern 
states, and 7 million for "research." Grandy 
said none of the research money goes toward 
research of "non-lethal” control; rather it is 
spent re-registeringpoisons to be used in the 
field — yet another subsidy for ranchers! 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: This May, 
APHIS will issue a Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement on the ADC program. A 
60 day comment period will follow. To 
request a copy and to submit comments, 
write USDA, APHIS ADC O.F.F., Attn: Gary 
Larson, 6505 Bellcrest Rd, Room 820, Fed- 
eral Bldg, Hyattsville, MD 20782. 

Recent events in northwest Montana 
have accentuated the death hold that the 
ADC has upon the wild critters and places 
across this continent [see wolf article]. In 
response, wolf advocates here have chosen 
June 4 as a day to focus attention on ADC. 
We encourage others to speak out with us 
on that day. If you'd like to organize or 
participate in an action in your area, 
contact the Wolf Action Network at 406- 
585-9607. Also write your members of 
Congress (senators, US Senate, Washing- 
ton, DC 20510; representative. House of 
Representatives, DC 20515) and ask them 
to eliminate the 1991 ADC budget,* or at 
least to reduce the budget while increasing 
the percentage of the budget that actually 
goes toward non-lethal control measures. 

'Arguably, some control may be needed 
when protecting Endangered Species. 

— Tom Skeele, Wolf Action Network 
coordinator 

Government Kills Another 
Wolf in MT 

It’s true: history does repeat itself. Like 
last fall, a wolf was recently accused of (and 
may well have been) preying upon a 
rancher's livestock near Marion, Montana, 
and like last fall the response was to kill the 
predator. The US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS), which is responsible for assisting the 
recovery of the Gray Wolf in Montana, was 
called in to remove the "problem" animal. 
The Department of Agriculture's Animal 
Damage Control program (ADC) soon be- 
came the lead agency in the effort to "dis- 
patch" the predator. ADC's involvement 
was most likely prompted by two realities: 
FWS did an atrocious job of trapping and 
relocating a wolf pack in the same area last 
fall (3 of the 5 wolves died), and ADC agents 
are well-trained in killing wildlife (see ADC 
article). 

After a week of efforts to trap the wolf, 
ADC began using a helicopter. It took four 
days to shoot the wolf. This is yet another 
case of measures to stop depredation costing 
more money than was "lost" by the "prob- 
lem" wildlife. The continuation of these 
control programs perpetuates subsidies to 
ranchers. 

Missoula Wolf Action Group (WAG) 
members offered both agencies assistance in 
trying to get the wolf to leave the area near 
the ranch, as an alternative to the standard 
control methods, but were refused. They 
tried anyway, and were later blamed for the 
wolf’s death — the logic being that the activ- 
ists' presence prevented the capturing of the 
wolfin the traps, the first step toward relocat- 
ing it. The accusation has since been proven 
to be a cross between finding a scapegoat and 
passing the buck. First, the activists found a 
Coyote, with a broken leg, in one of the traps. 
Second, the FWS admitted that they had 
planned to either kill the wolf or send it to 
Wolf Haven, a wolf sanctuary in Washing- 
ton. Neither wolf heaven nor Wolf Haven 
are the Big Outside, and WAG's efforts were 
ultimately the best alternative available (shy 
of letting the Endangered predators roam 
free; and demanding that -ranchers either 
take out insurance against such losses, accept 
these losses as part of the trade, or get out of 
the ignoble trade). 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Tell the Fish 
and Wildlife Service (Interior Dept, 1 8th & 
C Sts, DC 20240) and USDA (USDA Direc- 
tor, DC 20090) it is time to stop spending 
more money than the private businessper- 
sons (e.g., ranchers) actually lose, at the 


cost of wildlife and healthy ecosystems. 
Tell them to stop subsidizing welfare 
ranchers. Remind FWS that they are sup- 
posed to be promoting the recovery of the 
Gray Wolf in the Northern Rockies. Write 
your Congresspersons and tell them to 
support the Wolf Recovery and Protection 
Act proposal that WAN will release in May. 
In your letters, also address the issues in 
the ADC article. 

Tree Spiking Renounced 
Behind Redwood Curtain 

In a move that has left some EF!ers 
confused or dismayed, several West Coast 
Earth First! groups have renounced tree-spik- 
ing. At press conferences held in mid April, 
the groups called upon activists to refrain 
from spiking trees in northern California 
and Oregon forests. This whole issue is very 
controversial ... and we do not intend to 
cover the inevitable debate in EF! Journal. 
Below we simply reprint Northern California 
EF!'s press release — so that EF!ers will know 
what the groups actually said, not just what 
the rumors are saying — and we urge inter- 
ested EFiers to contact the groups and indi- 
viduals involved for more information. For 
a compelling letter in opposition to the tree- 
spiking renunciation, write Colorado EF! 
contact Michael Robinson. For arguments in 
support of the renunciation, contact North- 
coast EF! groups or Southern Willamette EF! 
For a copy of the lyrics to "They Sure Don't 
Make Spikers Like They Used To," write Ned 
Mudd, Jr., POB 130411, Birmingham, AL 
35213.— JD 

Northern CA EF! Renounces Tree Spiking 

In response to the concerns of loggers 
and millworkers. Northern California Earth 
First! organizers are renouncing the tactic of 
tree spiking in our area. Through the coali- 
tions we have been building with lumber 
workers, we have learned that the timber 
corporations care no more for the lives of 
their employees than they do for the life of 
the forest. Their routine maiming and kill- 
ing of millworkers is coldly calculated into 


The Yanomami Indians are being 
wiped out; 1500-2000 Yanomami have died 
in the last two years, from a population of 
only 8000-10,000 in the states of Amazonas 
and Roraima in Brazil, near the border with 
Venezuela. Proportionately this is equiva- 
lent to Britain losing 9 million of its 
inhabitants! Malnutrition, poisoning from 
mercury, diseases due to contact with gold 
prospectors, and destruction of the natural 
resources are major contributing factors. 
There are about 45,000 garimpeiros (gold 
prospectors) in that region. 

On 20 October 1989, the Brazilian 
Federal Court ruled in favour of the Yano- 
mami in their effort to secure the 9.4 million 
hectares of land reserved as Yanomami terri- 
tory. In early January 1990, the Brazilian 
Federal Government planned to remove all 
of the prospectors from the Yanomami 
territory and an emergency health plan was 
to be carried out. The project was expected to 
take 45 days and cost US$2.9 million ... but 
by January 10, then-President Samey had 
ceded to pressures from the prospectors and 
business community. 

On 25 January 1990, Samey signed a 
decree to create a 100,000 hectare prospect- 
ing reserve in Ucaricaa Santa Rosa. On 
February 15, he signed two more decrees 
creating more prospecting reserves, in Catri- 
mani-Couto Magalhaes and in Uraricoeira 
— both within the legal Yanomami terri- 
tory. 

The Yanomami Indians are the largest 
group of people in South America still living 
in relative isolation from non-Indian com- 
munities. Yet, garimpeiros in their area 
outnumber them 5 to 1 and if the prospec- 
tors are not removed, the Yanomami maybe 
exterminated. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

1. Write to President Collar de Mello to 
urge the new administration to immedi- 
ately remove the prospectors from Yano- 
mami territory, and to secure the rights of 
the Yanomami according to the ruling of the 
Federal Brazilian Court: 'Fernando Collor de 
Mello, President of the Republic, Palacio do 
Planalto, 70.000 Brazilia, Capital D.F. Brazil. 

2. Protest to Brazilian embassies on the 
Government's failure to abide by the 
Constitution and the Court ruling of Octo- 
ber 1989. All correspondence to Brazilian 
embassies abroad should be sent to: 'Federal 
Deputy Alceni-Guerro, Camara dos Deputa- 
dos, Praca dos Tres Poderes, 70000 Brasilia 
DF, Brazil. For the US send to: 'Marcilio 
Marques do Moreira, Embassy of Brazil, 3006 
Massachusetts Ave NW, Washington, DC 
20008. 

3. Urge your Foreign Ministry and other 


the cost of doing business, just as the destruc- 
tion of whole ecosystems is considered a 
reasonable by-product of lumber produc- 
tion. These companies would think nothing 
of send a spiked tree through a mill, and 
relish the anti-Earth First! publicity that an 
injury would cause. 

Since Earth First! is not a membership 
organization, it is impossible to speak for all 
Earth First!ers. But this decision has been 
widely discussed among Earth Firstiers in our 
area, and the local sentiment is overwhelm- 
ingly in favor of renouncing tree spiking. We 
hope that our influence as organizers will 
cause any potential tree-spikers to consider 
using a different method. 

We are not speaking for all EF! groups in 
this pronouncement. Earth First! is decen- 
tralized, and each group can set its own 
policies. A similar statement to this one 
renouncing tree-spiking is now being made 
in southern Oregon, but not all EF! groups 
have reached the broad consensus we have 
on this issue. 

But in our area, the loggers and mill- 
workers are our neighbors, and they should 
be our allies, not our adversaries. Their 
livelihood is being destroyed along with the 
forest. The real conflict is not between us and 
the timber workers; it is between the timber 
corporations and our entire community. 

We want to give credit for this change in 
local EF! policy to the rank and file timber 
workers who have risked their jobs and social 
relations by coming forward and talking to 
us. This includes Gene Lawhorn of Roseburg 
Lumber in Oregon, who defied threats from 
his union officers to appear publicly with EF! 
organizer Judi Bari. It also includes the 
Georgia Pacific, Louisiana Pacific and Pacific 
Lumber employees who are members of 
IWW Local #1 In northern California. 

Equipment sabotage is a time-honored 
tradition among industrial workers. It was 
not Invented by EF!, and it is certainly not 
limited to EF!, even in our area. But the target 
of monkeywrenching was always intended 
to be the machinery of destruction, not the 
workers who operate that machinery for $7/ 


Australian Activists 
Escalate Rainforest Defense 

Blockades and court action in March by 
the North East Forest Alliance (NEFA) have 
stopped logging operations in Chaelundi 
State Forest, 70 kilometers southwest of 
Grafton, New South Wales, Australia. NEFA 
activists turned their attention to logging in 
the Chaelundi Forest as part of a campaign to 
protect Australia's rapidly diminishing old- 
growth eucalypt forests. 

NEFA found that logging operations in 
Chaelundi Forest were illegal because the 
NSW Forestry Commission had not under- 
taken an Environmental Impact Study (EIS) 
on the 8000 hectares of old- growth forest. 
NSW legislation requires that an EIS be 
completed before logging permits are ap- 
proved, 

Twenty activists began blockading 
Broadmeadows Road on Thursday March 8 
to stop contractors entering the logging 
comps. Contractors and police did not 
attempt to break the blockade. Federal 
Environment Minister, Senator Graham 
Richardson was due to visit Grafton the 
following day and, presumably, the Forestry 


hour. This renunciation of tree spiking is not 
a retreat, but rather an advance that will 
allow us to stop fighting the victims and 
concentrate on the corporations themselves. 

— Judi Bari, Ukiah EF!; Darryl Cherney, 
Southern Humboldt EF!; Mike Roselle, EF! 
co-founder; Rick & Kathi Cloninger, Layton- 
ville EF!; Larry Evans, Northcoast CA EF!; 
Greg King, Redwood Action Team; Pam 
Davis, Sonoma County EF!, Annie Oakleaf, 
Albion EF!; Anna Marie, IWW Local #1 

MUDDD Happens 

The radical [action of the environ- 
mental movement oozed together in an ac- 
tion-packed three days of rain and mud for 
the Earth First! Midregion Rendezvous held 
March 30 thru April Fools Day next to the 
Shawnee National Forest in southern Illi- 
nois. Over 1 25 mudeore activists gathered in 
peace to protest the rape of our planet and 
demand the immediate resignation of the 
Shawnee NF supervisor, Rodney K. Sallee, 
and his lackeys. 

The MUDDD (Mammoth Unheard of 
Death Defying Defense) Rendezvous started 
with an action of 7000 non-recycled Daily 
Egyptians being returned to a local recycling 
center in Carbondale and culminated in a 
mass action of returning boulders and trees 
to the logging road in the Fairview Timber 
Sale area from whence they came — - forming 
a massive blockade. Hayduke says, "35 to 40 
stump suckers hefted a huge hardwood in 
one of the five barricades in an effort to give 
the Freddies a migraine in their rumpial 
regions! " In- between actions were muddy at 
best, but workshops included rope tech- 
nique, radicalizing Earth Day, ecofeminism, 
etc. 

Local support (including the new 
Shawnee EF!) was fantastic and the MUDDD 
Media Sluts hand led the mainstream press in 
fine fashion. Special thanks go to all those 
who sacrificed a bunch of fun to struggle for 
community spirit! 

— Big River Earth First! 


Commission did not want to attract his at- 
tention. 

On Friday the Forestry Commissioner 
declared Chaelundi Forest closed to the 
public. Police notified the blockaders that 
any persons found in the forest on Monday 
would be arrested. 

By Monday 50 activists assembled on 
Broadmeadows Road, which separates 
Chaelundi State Forest from Guyfawkes 
National Park. As police and contractors 
began dismantling the blockade of cars, 
trucks, vans, and log piles, ten "Earth De- 
fender" activists placed a Forestry Commis- 
sion Officer under citizens arrest for illegal 
desecration of old-growth forest. 

Logging operations were delayed for 
half the day as police tried to remove two 
activists who had fastened themselves to 
vehicles with kryptonite locks. Ten activists 
were arrested for illegal entry. 

On Tuesday morning two women 
stopped a logging truck and chained them- 
selves underneath it. The two women and a 
freelance camera operator were arrested. 

No further logging or clearing took 
place on Tuesday as contractors raced to 
continued on page 14 


WORLD NEWS 

Yanomami Tribe in Brazil Faces Extinction 

relevant Ministries to 
express strong con- 
cerns about the Yano- 
mami situation. 

4. Ask the news 
media in your country 
to cover the case. 

5. Learn the lat- 
est on the Yanomami 
by contacting: *CCPY 
(Committee for, the 
Creation of Yano- 
mami Park), Rua Ma- 
noel da Nobrega 111, 
Conjunto 32, 04001 
Sao Paulo SP, Brazil; or 
*NDI (Nucleus for 
Indigenous Rights), 
Edificio Jise Severn, 
sala 303, Setor Comer- 
cial Sul, quadra 06, 
bloco A, 70300 
Brasilia DF, Brazil. 
Please send a copy of 
your protest letters, or 
articles on actions 
taken in your country 
to: 'World Rainforest 
Movement, 87 Can- 
tonment Road, 10250 
Penang, Malaysia. 

— Martin Khor, 
WRM Coordinator 



Patrick Anderson makes use of his time on a blockade at Chaelundi, 
Australia. 
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Australian organizer John Seed forms a living link in a blockade against rainforest logging. 


WORLD NEWS . . . 

continued from page 13 
truck the felled trees out of the forest before 
all operations were suspended by a court 
injunction. NEFA representatives in Sydney 
had been granted a hearing in the Land and 
Environment Court. By 5 PM the injunction 
to prevent further operations in Chaelundi 
Forest had been granted. 

NEFA activists were pleased that log- 
ging in Chaelundi Forest had been stopped 
in just four days of direct actions. Similar 
blockades have continued in the South East 
forests for over a year without success. 

The injunction was the fourth of its 
kind to be granted by the Land and Envi- 
ronment Court. The NSW Forestry Com- 
mission has continued to ignore legislation 
in place to protect Australia's forests. NEFA 
activists are wondering how many more 
times they must carry out similar actions 
before the NSW Forestry Commission will 
act responsibly in its role as manager of our 
forests. 

That the Forestry Commission has 
been corrupted by the timber industry can 
no longer be doubted. Our courts have 
proven to be of some use in checking the 
ruthlessness of these interests, but the courts 
can only deal with those cases put before 
them; and forest activists' legal resources are 
limited. Government commitment to 
preserve our old-growth forests is urgently 
needed. 

Media exposure for forest actions is the 
most assured method of attaining such 
government commitment. As the elector- 
ate becomes informed about threats to our 
forests, pressure increases for the govern- 
ment to protect them. 

While media coverage of some forest 
actions has been extensive, for example East 
Gippsland, coverage is generally diminished 
by the inaccessibility of blockade sites. 
Chaelundi State Forest is 70 km and a two 
hour dusty drive from Grafton. The nearest 
TV link is a further two hours in Coffs 
Harbour. The media coverage of the 
Chaelundi actions was thus limited to the 
footage taken by our own camera people and 
ferried on to Coffs Harbour. 

As long as TV stations continue to buy 
activist-supplied footage of protests, activ- 
ists are well placed to influence public 
perceptions of the issues and the movement. 

If activists begin to focus more attention on 
this potential, one approach may be to stage 
actions not just as orchestrated media events 
but as fully activist-directed video clips sold 
to stations after editing. 

The ethics of this are potential caul- 
drons of dissent. There is little doubt, 
however, that the creative revolutionary 
spirit of cameraperson/editors like Barry 
Brown and Dean Jeffries will ensure that 
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video art becomes one of the movement’s 
potent new weapons. Dean Jeffries has sold 
footage from the East Gippsland and South 
East Forests campaigns and the Melbourne 
Rainforest Action Group’s timbetship ac- 
tions. 

The possibilities presented by actions 
such as the Chaelundi blockade for influ- 
encing public perceptions through video art 
beg considerable attention. We must sup- 
port activists like Barry and Dean. We should 
consider what images of activist groups it 
would be useful to present and what 
innovative approaches can be taken to har- 
ness the power of video art. 

Nowadays, video clips are the stuff that 
people's heads are made of. Peace protests, 
forest blockades, and dockside timber ac- 
tions could be volatile additions. 

— Giselle Thomas 

Melbourne RAG 
Stops Another 

At 5:45am on 9 April 1990 the Mel- 
bourne Rainforest Action Group (RAG) 
blockaded the Fittonia as it traveled up the 
Yarra River into Melbourne. It was the elev- 
enth RAG blockade of a rainforest timber 
ship in the past year. Of the more than 100 
activists at the action, a record 55 went into 
the water. 

Our intention was to place a five meter 
diameter inflatable Earth in the path of the 
ship to symbolise the lumbering juggernaut 
of capitalist civilisation on a collision course 
with planet Earth. 

We met at the edge of the river at 4am. 
As the ship approached, we pushed the Earth 
into the river. The police had again decided 
not to interfere with our action. 

The ship hit our Earth head on; the 
globe rode slowly up the bow of the vessel 
before falling down to the side. We then 
rescued the Earth and carried it in a proces- 
sion to Timbersales — Melbourne's largest 
timber importer — and held a minute's si- 
lence to mourn the destruction of the rain- 
forests. 

Despite being in the dark, the river ac- 
tion looked powerful on television. 

The nonviolent action campaign by 
Melbourne RAG to halt Australia's imports of 
Southeast Asian rainforest timber (80% of it 
from Sarawak in Malaysia) continues to at- 
tract considerable public support. Successes 
so far include the ban by the Building Work- 
ers' Industrial Union on the use of imported 
rainforest timbers on all construction sites in 
Victoria, the decision by the three largest 
plywood manufacturers in this state not to 
use rainforest timbers in the manufacture of 
plywood, and growing consumer boycotts of 
rainforest timbers. 

—John Seed, Rainforest Info. Centre 


Seal Hunt Alert 

Former Trudeau government Justice 
Minister Jean Chretien has promised to re- 
vive the Canadian commercial seal hunt if he 
is elected as the new leader of the Liberal 
Party of Canada. Liberal Member of Parlia- 
ment Sheila Copps, who is also running for 
the Liberal Party leadership, is publicly 
flaunting her new Harp Seal briefcase. Her 
position on the seal hunt is also clear. 

In March 1990 more than 70,000 Harp 
Seals will be slain on the ice of eastern Can- 
ada. This is the so-called landsmen's hunt. 
Although there is no commercial market for 
the skins, the seals are killed for sport and 
local use. A commercial hunt would raise the 
kill to over 200,000 seals per year. Canada is 
looking to Japan as a possible market for 
commercially slaughtered Harp and Hood 
Seal pups. 

— Sea Shepherd Conservation Society 

A Navy for the Dolphins 

We still need funds to purchase the 
faster ship to return to the Eastern Tropical 
Pacific and confront the tuna boats that are 
drowning dolphins. Although the "good 
old" Sea Shepherd II is quite capable for the 
drift-net expedition to the North Pacific this 
June, we must have a faster ship if we are to 
return to the dolphins’ defense. A faster ship 
will allow us to take on other projects as well. 
Please send donations to Sea Shepherd, Box 
7000-S, Redondo Beach, CA 90277. 

French Environmentalists 
Make Headway 

Opponents of the dammingof the Loire 
River and its tributaries have won a semi- 
victory. In February, one year after SOS Loire 
Vivante began an occupation of the site for 
the Serre de la Fare dam on the upper Loire, 
the French government announced a modi- 
fication of its plans. Only the two smaller of 
the proposed dams, Naussac II and Veurdre 
on the Allier, will certainly be constructed 
and one of these in an open form that pre- 
vents the build-up of a lake behind the dam. 
Work on two larger dams, Chambonchard 
and Serre de la Fare, has been postponed. The 
government will make a decision on Serre de 
la Fare around October, after independent 


by Dana Lyons 

They sprayed us with insecticides as our 
plane came into Sydney. "Don't worry, these 
insecticides have been thoroughly tested 
and are guaranteed 100% safe for people.” 
Where had I heard those words before? 
Reassured, I pulled my bandana over my 
face. 

After 20 hours of plane and 15 hours of 
train riding I arrived in Byron Bay, about half 
way up Australia's east coast. Mickey Dulas, 
of California's infamous Redwood Action 
Team (RAT), met me at the train station. 
Dazed, lugging my guitar, my pack, and 100 
Earth First! journals, it was wonderful to 
receive a big hug so far away from home. 
Mickey helped me carry my gear to the rain- 
forest van. Once white, the van was now 
painted over in rainforest plants and ani- 
mals. "Rainforest, the womb of life" was 
painted on its side; "Boycott rainforest tim- 
bers" on the back; and a planet Earth with the 
words "Earth First!" on the front. 

Mickey drove us to the home of Gum 
(one of Aussie's leading tree climbing bush 
activists), where I met the rest of the road- 
show team. Penny, a brilliant artist and 
singer, was finishing banners and placards to 
take on the road. Charlie, singer, guitar 
player, and one of the founders of the now 
1000 strong Melbourne Rainforest Action 
Group, was busy compiling the first issue of 
Australia Earth First!. Gum was working on 
the two vans and the 65 Holden (Chevy, 
Australia) that would make up our caravan. 
In Gum's recycled wood house, I found John 
Seed, sitting on the floor in a purple surong 
typing on his laptop computer with a phone 
pressed to his ear. It would become a familiar 
scene. 

When John got off the phone he gave 
me a big hug. "You look like you should be 
as close to the Earth as possible after all that 
traveling. Why don't you take the rainforest 
van and go to the beach. It's the most 
beautiful beach in Australia, ten minutes 
from here." 

"Sounds good." 

"Just remember to stay to the left, espe- 
cially on the windy dirt road through the 
rainforest ... a lot of head on collisions up 
there.” 

"Yeah, sure, stay to the left." 


environmentalists have completed an im- 
pact study. 

The influential French daily Le Monde, 
noted, "This is the first time that a public 
project [in France], negotiated long ago with 
elected officials of a region, has been revised 
to such an extent for essentially ecological 
reasons." 

Jacqueline Arnould of SOS Loire 
Vivante writes : "The issue is far from certain. 
We'll have to occupy the site for another 
seven months which is not a 'small affair,' 
but we'll manage!" Reinforcements from 
abroad are welcome. Contact: SOS Loire 
Vivante, 8 rue Crozatier, 43000 Le Puy-en- 
Velay, France (71-05-57-88). 

Also in February, the French Prime 
Minister announced a one- year suspension 
of all work on the four sites under study for 
high-level radioactive waste disposal. He 
announced the suspension, he said, to per- 
mit a return to calm that would allow dia- 
logue on the waste question. 

A return to calm was in order. The study 
sites have been the scene of virtual warfare 
between local residents and the national 
forces of order, since ANDRA, the nuclear 
waste agency, decided in December to take 
over the study areas with the assistance of 
riot police. 

The opposition to ANDRA has often 
had a humorous touch. In May 1989 at 
Neuvy-Bouin, for instance, opponents of the 
waste site tarred and feathered the headquar- 
ters of ANDRA and sealed all openings with 
concrete. At Segre in January 1990, 250 
demonstrators forced their way on board a 
train to Paris, in order, they said, to go to talk 
to the Interior Minister. 

Nevertheless, in recent months con- 
frontations have been so violent that the 
Segre study site "had to be" patrolled night 
and day by three squadrons of riot police as 
well as protected by a triple barricade. Prime 
Minister Rocard's communique in February 
announced the withdrawal of ANDRA and of 
the police. 

ANDRA wants to bury waste deep 
underground at one of the four sites under 
study. Opponents are united in demanding 
above- ground storage at the reactors that 
produce the waste. 

— Mary Davis 


I climbed in the van and headed out. 
After a 40 hour journey I was exhausted and 
it didn't take too many cars coming at me in 
the right lane for my exhaustion to translate 
into paranoia about remembering which 
lane to stay in. 

When I made it to the beach path I was 
thankful to have survived my first major 
initiation to the land down under. My sec- 
ond initiation was not far off. 

I stepped out of the van and immedi- 
ately felt an intense pain in my foot. 1 
suddenly realized that it was my first time in 
the Australian Rainforest and I had no idea if 
there was anything dangerous out there. I 
looked down and saw some unfamiliar 
plants and a few half inch long red and black 
ants. The pain engulfed my foot. Sensing 
that I might only have minutes to live, I tried 
to remain calm and went for help. I stag- 
gered up a dirt driveway and heard a child 
playing near a camping trailer. His mother 
was inside. 

"Excuse me, I wonder if you could help 
me. I seem to have been bitten by something 
and, uh, do you know if I have long to live? 

"Was it an ant?” 

"Yes, yes, that's what it was." I felt 
relieved now that at least I would know what 
had dealt me the death blow. 

"Yeah, in about 15 minutes you'll be 
fine. You just met a jumping ant. Try not to 
step on anymore mate." I walked to the 
beach. It was the most beautiful beach I had 
ever seen. 

The theme of our 29-show Australia- 
New Zealand Earth First! Rainforest Road- 
show was "full-on." Quoting Canadian 
ecologist David Suzuki every night, "At pres- 
ent rates, less than ten years remain before 
the damage to the earth's life support sys- 
tems becomes irreparable, " we preached that 
everyone needs to do everything they can, 
now, to save the Earth. Simplifying your life 
is a start, but if you're not working to save the 
Earth then you’re probably part of the prob- 
lem; so figure out howto leave Earth destroy- 
ing jobs, sell extraneous material possessions 
and get to work. 

The first song of the evening was usually 
the "East Gippsland Blues” by Charlie 
Daniel, the last words of which are "I'm 
gonna grab my spikes and hammer and head 
for the Southeast!" That set the tone for the 


AUSTRALIA-NEW ZEALAND EF! RAINFOREST ROADSHOW 


Dancing Down Under 
(the Ozone Hole) 



show. (We sold out of Ecodefense by the 
eighth show.) Penny continued with a beau- 
tiful song about the Penan Tribe in Borneo 
and showed slides of that hunter gatherer 
tribe fighting to save their rainforest. We 
passed the hat every night and raised $2000 
for the Penan and $4500 for Australia forest 
actions. 

Mickey Dulas gave an inspiring talk and 
slide show about actions to save the Coast 
Redwoods. People were shocked to hear that 
America is still cutting its redwoods. Her 
show had many different types of actions, 
some of which we borrowed from the Austra- 
lians originally — like burying people in the 
road. Mickey usually ended her presentation 
by singing "Earth First! Maid" by Darryl 
Chemey. She spoke about the importance of 
strong women in the Earth First! movement 
and was surrounded by women at the end of 
every show. Mickey's slide show was inspir- 
ing to all, but I was particularly moved by 
how she touched many women. The lesson 
I took is that it is crucial to have both women 
and men presenters on a roadshow, so that 
we may more effectively inspire activists and 
leaders of both sexes to work for the Earth. 

Gum, a man who has earned his name 
(from gum tree or eucalypt, Australia's most 
prevalent tree species) has spent weeks sit- 
ting in rainforest trees to keep them from 
being cut, and most of his life living in, 
learning from and defending the Australian 
bush. It is a rare moment, walking in the 
bush with Gum, when doesn't know what a 
certain subspecies of plant or bird is. Knowl- 
edge of the bush is critical if you’re going to 
roam through it. Poisonous snakes, stinging 
trees, and grabbing pricker vines are scat- 
tered throughout the rainforest. Ask the 
police who chased local bush activists into 
the thickets. 

The part of Gum's rave that most struck 
me was his talk about cats. Australia has no 
native cats, nor native mammal predators of 
any type other than bats [and possibly the 
Tasmanian Wolf, though this is thought to be 
extinct — ed.\. While Gum admires cats as 
being phenomenal hunters and some of the 
strongest, fastest, and most agile creatures on 
Earth, he hates what they do to the Austra- 
lian bush. Small kangaroos, wallabies, bush 
rats, and many birds are defenseless against a 
feral house cat. Species after species of Aus- 
tralian songbird has gone extinct to intro- 
duced cats and foxes. When Gum finds a cat 
in the bush, he attempts to catch it and kill it. 
This was difficult for me, a cat lover, to 
accept. Still the evidence is overwhelmingly 
clear. Exotic predators like cats do not be- 
long in Australia or New Zealand. If native 
species are to survive in Australia, cats and 
other introduced predators must be re- 
moved. From listening to Gum talk about 
feral cats in Australia, I realize I know little 
about the impact of house cats, feral or not in 
America. I guess it's time to do a little 
research and to at least put a bell on our cats' 
collars. [Natural History recently ran a report 
on the effects of predation by domestic cats in 
England. Researchers found that cats there do 
eat millions of small animals each year. Fortu- 
nately, most of these were common species . — 
ed.] 

Australia’s Earth movement is "kick- 
ass" and getting stronger. Lismore, located 
mid way up the East Coast of Australia, is 
home to the Rainforest Information Centre 
(RIC). John Seed and other R1C founders 
purchased three homes on Lismore's 
floodplain (one or two ten foot floods a year) 
and hence got the land cheap. Two of the 
homes house rainforest activists and the 
third is the Rainforest Information Centre. 
Aside from being raised up on 15 foot stilts, 
the RIC office looks as any eco-action center 
should look — literature piled all over the 
place, calendars, computers, desks, organic 
carrots, avocados and vegemite sandwiches 
scattered about. The Centre in Lismore is the 
heart of what is perhaps the largest grassroots 
rainforest movement in existence . As a prod- 
uct of John's ongoing roadshow, there are 
Rainforest Action Groups (RAGs) all over the 
globe. RAGs have generated countless letters 
to governments allowing the destruction of 
rainforest. OftheRAGswhousedirectaction 
and theater to save the rainforest, none sur- 
passes the thousand strong Melbourne Rain- 
forest Action Group. 

Melbourne is a big sprawling industrial 
city. And everyone I met from Melbourne 
was damned proud of it. The city had a spirit 
that reminded me of Philadelphia: "Yeah it's 
dirty, but it's the best." 

And Melbourne has reason to be proud. 
Melbourne RAG averages a major action 
every two weeks ranging from surfboard 
blockades of cargo ships filled with rainforest 
timber to RAG members actually reloading 
the timber back onto the ships. RAG mem- 
bers have worked with the Melbourne con- 
struction union and placed a union ban on 
using any rainforest timber in construction 
projects in Melbourne. The Melbourne 
longshoremen's union has been conducting 
work slowdowns on ships carrying rainforest 
timber, forcing the ships to spend costly days 
waiting to be unloaded. The RAG has earned 


the respect of local police through conduct- 
ing surfboard blockades in subfreezing tem- 
peratures. In the past year the Melbourne 
Police Department began notifying MRAG 
when rainforest timber ships arrive! The 
icing on the cake was when the police pur- 
chased 500 "Police for Rainforest" bumper- 
stickers. 

One of the great threats to Australian 
native bush is the woodchipping of eucalypt 
forests for cardboard and paper products. 
Similar to many governments around the 
world, Australia is subsidizing the cutting of 
its own forest and selling the chips to Japan 
for practically nothing while a world glut of 
recyclable paper piles higher and higher. 
Fortunately Australians are fighting back. 

In the Southeast Forest of New South 
Wales/Australians have operated a bush 
activist base camp for over a year. A 20’ by 10’ 
wooden structure with a desk and two radios 
and a large community kitchen beneath a 
tarp form the center of the community. In 
the surrounding eucalypt forest a few dozen 
tents serve as homes. People from all over 
Australia come to the camp to take part in 
protests and civil disobedience, or just to see 
the forest and the devastation for them- 
selves. Although some base camp organizers 
are frustrated that the logging continues 
even after 1000 arrests, they will no doubt 
fight until the last chipping operation is shut 
down. 


New Zealand, or Aotearoa, as the Maori 
People (original New Zealand human in- 
habitants) call it, is a horrifying example of 
an isolated land overrun by exotic species. 
Before the Maori People arrived about 1000 
years ago, the only native mammal species in 
New Zealand were two small bats. Both 
islands, North and South, were covered in 
forests, the northern island with giant Kauri 
trees (the thickest trees on Earth, redwoods 
being the tallest). Twelve foot tall Moas 
(huge Ostrich-like birds) roamed the coun- 
tryside. Huge trees with tiny leaves and 
tough woody branches, perhaps as a survival 
mechanism against the leaf eating Moas, 
were everywhere. 

Now the forests have been reduced to 
5% of their original coverage, and are being 
eaten on the ground by feral deer and goats, 
and in the canopy by Australian opossums; 
and are being chipped by humans to be made 
into cardboard in Japan. New Zealand's trees 
have soft bark which is vulnerable to the 
introduced species. The cleared forests are 
cluttered with range lice (sheep), and in large 
sections of the North Island "slips" or huge 
sections of topsoil are sliding off the hills, 
leaving the ground a wasteland unfit even 
for sheep. In the worst areas the once sub- 
tropical and temperate rainforests are virtual 
deserts. Pine plantations (of exotics from 
North America) are everywhere; the Moa is 
extinct. 

My first week in New Zealand was sad. 
The climate is very similar to that of my 
home in the Pacific Northwest of the United 
States. Watching the battered sheep-ridden 
eroding hills where giant forests used to 
stand painted a sobering picture for what 
awaits our beautiful Cascade and Olympic 
Mountains in a generation of two. 

Our New Zealand team included Carl 
Webb and Brenda Crosby, kiwis; John Seed 
an Aussie; and Syndee Brinkman, Heart 
Phoenix, Mickey Dulas, and myself, yanks. 
While the Aussie sections of the tour had 
been largely set up by Rainforest Action 
Groups and back to land hippie networks, 
the New Zealand Tour was set up by an 
environmental group called PIRM. Our 
schedule included a New Year's Eve Chris- 
tian Rock Concert, a New Year's Day New 
Zealand 150th birthday celebration, a show 
for the New Zealand Quakers, and one for the 
new agers at a "Heart of Politics" gathering. 

1 was concerned. Our rusty Holden was 


losing gear box fluid and I questioned 
whether the car was feist enough to get us out 
of the Christian Rock Concert after John 
sang his nightly version of Darryl Chemey's 
"You Can't Clearcut Your Way to Heaven." 

The Christian Concert took place on a 
farm. Tents and buses and trailers were 
parked all around by people camping out for 
the festival. As we pulled in, a band on stage 
was playing U-2 "With or Without You." I 
started to feel at home. 

Heart got up and started our show with 
. a beautiful introduction about God, Jesus, 
and how as God's children we need to work 
to protect the Earth for all creatures. Heart's 
family lived for years with a Christian mis- 
sionary group which lived simply and dedi- 
cated their lives to community service. She 
was able to reach out to the audience relating 
her missionary work to her current work for 
the planet. 

Then Heart introduced John Seed, who 
started out with his very moving song "Ex- 
tinction." After playing "Lay Down Your 
Whopper Baby" by Bill Oliver, John started 
to introduce Darryl "after hours" Chemey's 
"You Can't Clearcut Your Way to Heaven." 
"Oh No." I thought. "Here we go. At least 
he's not playing 'Spike a Tree for Jesus’ ... 
yet." John's unpredictability always made 
for an exciting show, but tonight I scanned 
the tent for the nearest exit. Picturing an 
onslaught of offended people rushing John 
on stage, I tried to plan how I should react. 
Should 1 move to save John first or my guitar 
which he was playing? 

Fortunately, the crowd loved John, and 
both my guitar and my friendship with John 


Some months ago I wrote a paper on the 
problems of the Czechoslovak ecological 
movement under the totalitarian regime. 
The paper was not published because the 
changes in our country were so quick and 
dramatic that it was outdated by the time EFl 
journal received it. Our revolution — the 
Prague Fall of 1 989 — needed only a few days 
to break the communist power. 

Of course, to remove a cause is not to 
remove all consequences. We shall need 
years for real improvement of our country in 
all fields. Czechoslovakia has the most 
damaged environment in Europe. The most 
polluted area in Europe is on boundary of 

Ecology was a springboard for 
democracy in our country. 

Czechoslovakia, East Germany and Poland. 
Czechoslovakia has an economy of heavy 
industry (metallurgy, machine industries) 
and state or cooperative agriculture. Some of 
our factories are equipped with machines 50 
years old. 

Czechoslovakia produces 3-3.5 million 
tonnes a year of sulphur dioxide, as well as 
fly-ash, nitrogen oxides, etc. We produce 
1000 dollars GNP with a by-product of 40 kg 
S02. Great Britain has by-product 6 kg and 
Japan has only 1 kg per $1000 dollars GNP. 
Acid rains pollute soil, waters and destroy 
forests. Already at least 35% of our forests are 
damaged. Also, contamination of the envi- 
ronment by heavy metals, PCBs and other 
toxins is extensive. 

These environmental pollutants are 
first-rate chemical weapons. Cancers are 
rapidly increasing. The average life span is 
low compared to Western countries — 67 
years males and 74 years females. In some 
areas, 10% of children have inborn disorders . 


remain intact. John was a sensation. People 
were laughing at "You Can't Clearcut Your 
Way to Heaven." They agreed with it. 

After the show John was interviewed by 
a Christian Rock magazine. The editors be- 
lieve that even though Jesus is coming back 
to save the world, we need to care for the 
Earth so Jesus has an Earth to come back to. 
The editors agreed with John that other 
species need help to survive and suggested 
that God has put us on the planet to serve as 
stewards of the planet, not to destroy it. 

I had read an article in Utne Reader on 
the Christian environmental movement and 
here I began to understand the roots of such 
a movement and to get a sense of the 
strength such a movement could muster. 
The Judeo-Christian concept of placing 
humans above all else on Earth is blamed by 
many as being a root of much environmental 
destruction. Yet here in the hills of New 
Zealand were Christians committed to work- 
ing to save the planet. 

As we drove awayjohn was elated. "We 
should do a Christian Rock for the Rainforest 
Tour! With Heart speaking it will be incred- 
ible! Praise the Earth! Hallelujah!" 

Perhaps the most' frightening observa- 
tion for me on the entire tour was the inten- 
sity of the sun in both New Zealand and 
Australia. When the ozone hole is over this 
region you can literally feel the sun burning 
you. In Australia, I saw an "ozone update" on 
the nightly weather report. The report stated 
that we had up to 1 7 minutes to spend in the 
sun before we would burn. At one point 
during our stay in Australia, the weather 
bureau recommended that people stay out of 
the sun for the next two weeks. Eager to see 
if my discomfort with the sun was due to 
being from the continuously cloudy Pacific 
Northwest, I asked people I met if they had 
noticed a change in the sun’s intensity. 
Everyone I spoke with, city people, back to 
the landers, business people on airplanes, 
surfers, etc., said that in the last four years the 
sun has become much more intense, espe- 
cially when the ozone hole is overhead. Five 
people with darker skin, who had never 
burned before, said they had received serious 
sunburns in the last four years. 

So while the Australia-New Zealand 
roadshow offered much inspiration, the in- 
tensity of the sun through the weakening 
ozone layer scared me. I return home to 
North America sobered by the reality of the 
ozone hole in the southern hemisphere, but 
armed with ideas of union boycotts, forest 
base camps, surfboard blockades, and many 
other creative techniques developed by Aus- 
tralian and New Zealand activists in their 
fight for the planet. Ten new Rainforest 
Action Groups came out of the tour, and 
Ecodefense is scattered along the East Coast of 
Australia. The world is a safer place and the 
roadshow dances on. 


The mortality of all age groups is increasing 
most rapidly in industrial centres. 

All these are the results of 41 years of 
communist dictatorship. The industrial 
optimism that emanates from Marx's writ- 
ings was anachronistic already in 1866 when 
the arrival of black snow was recorded in 
Scotland. And Marx's philosophy was de- 
graded to the Stalinistic fascist ideology. 

In the 1960s Czechoslovakia had begun 
to awaken from Stalinistic megalomania 
dreams of reorganizing nature as well as 
humanity, though industrial optimism still 
prevailed. Due to the Iron Curtain no one 
knew of modern ecological trends here, but 
several groups of scientists and volunteers 
arose to inquire into the environmental situ- 
ation. 

Within the liberal cultural atmosphere 
ofthe "PragueSpringof 1968," non-commu- 
nist organizations and groups drew more 
attention to nature and alternative lifestyles. 
Unfortunately, on 21 August 1968, Russian 
tanks put an end to this trend. 

During so-called "normalization" in 
the early 70s, all expressions of independent 
and progressive thinking were suppressed. A 
communist leadership reintroduced a neo- 
Stalinistic regime. More than half a million 
people vyere forced to leave their professions. 
Mostofthem — scientists, artists, teachers ... 
the intellectual top of the nation — were 
jailed or went into outer or inner exile. 

Famous Czechoslovakia sociologist Jir- 
ina Siklova described our society after "nor- 
malizaton” by means of the concept "grey 
zone." To one side of the grey zone were the 
communist party leaders, the power elite. To 
the other side were dissidents — courageous 
people in positions of active protest. The 
latter knew (including Siklova) persecution 
and imprisonment. Many were forced to 
continued on page 16 
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Blossoming of the Ecological 
Movement in Czechoslovakia 



Czechoslovakia . . . 

continued from page 15 

emigrate. Both these groups were small — 
only a few thousand people. Between these 
extreme poles was the grey zone; the reticent 
majority. The opinions of the grey zone were 
near the opposition, but their behaviour — 
due to fear — supported the elite. 

Gradually, however, there were more 
and more protests against a lifeless environ- 
ment. The grey zone also contained green. 
When the fear ended — mostly overcome by 
anger in connection with the police mas- 
sacre of 17 November 1989 — the grey zone 
quickly changed into purposeful crowds 
struggling for freedom. 

Ecology was a springboard for democ- 
racy in our country. 

Despite the dark atmosphere of the 
1970s, the Nature and Countryside Conser- 
vation Union "TIS" was established. (Tis 
means yew, Taxus baccata, in Czech.) Its 
activities included tree planting and woods 
conservation. TIS did not launch public 
campaigns but organized unostentatious 
activities to restore natural areas. Although 
TIS never had any political ambitions, the 
very existence of a relatively independent or- 
ganization with a great number of members 
became a threat for the regime installed by 
the Russian army in 1968. Therefore TIS was 
violently broken up. 

An official (i.e., officially superin- 
tended) union of nature conservationists 
was established instead. But during ten years 
of work the union has gradually changed 
into a relatively independent and active 
organization, which had some success in 
conserving small country areas and national 
parks. 

Many people, however, did not believe 
in any official organization. Therefore the 
situation in our ecological movement was 
inconsistent. On one side was this union, 
and on the other side a great number of 
individuals working for freedom and a better 
future. The fight for an ecological approach 
to nature has been inseparable from the fight 
for a freer and more democratic society. Due 
to the impossibility of establishing an effec- 
tive independent organization within a to- 
talitarian state, there was a loose net of active 
individuals and small groups rather than a 
homogeneous movement. 

The Trojan horse-of environmentalism 
in Czechoslovakia wa|jthe education pf chil- 
dren. Despite Czech»couting having been 
broken up twice — after 1948 and after 1968 
— its ideas were still live. They could not be 
expressed directly, therefore they were hid- 
den in general environmentalism. Even one 
communist children's organization gradu- 
ally educated protectors of nature: The later 
the generation, the more radical its attitudes 
toward the communist regime. 

Up to the 17 November 1989 massacre, 
our police still were able to punish leaders of 
independent civic organizations; but they 
could not punish all members of them. 
Moreover, in the ecological movement the 
line between "official" and "independent" 
started to blur a few years ago. 

The situation now is far different. A 
ministry of environment has started analyz- 
ing the state of the environment. A green 
party has begun work. A recent public in- 
quiry gave a good outlook for this party: 10% 
of the people want to vote for the greens in 
the first free elections in June 1990. 

However, a greater share of potential 
voters supports only the “Civic forum." The 
Civic forum is not a political party but a civic 
movement that includes a wide stream of 
opinions. The present political climate is 
shaped largely by what we can term "nega- 
tive consensus." Our people do not know 
what they want but they do know what they 
do not want — a totalitarian regime. They 
depict the future with such abstract words as 
democracy, freedom, plurality. 

With respect to this negative consensus, 
the ecological movement can draw many 
strata of people. But as soon as a green party 
demands self-sacrifice from others or pushes 
any limits on consumption, sympathy for 
green politics will decline. However, I expect 
very fair success for the green movement in 
future public life. 

The main stream of ecological thinking 
here can be characterized as "technical." It is 
interested in technical solutions to contem- 
porary problems: cleaning equipment, was- 
teless technologies and so on. Less attention 
is paid to values. Yet technical solutions can 
be successful only if accompanied by 
changes of lifestyle and inner values. It 
remains to be seen whether post-materialist 
values can obtain extensive support in a 
country that did not pass through a period of 
materialist consumption. Our previous 
governments tried to route our society to- 



ward consumption according to the slogan 
"a saturated citizen does not protest," but 
economic inability prevented this. We 
passed through an era of partial consump- 
tion — e.g., we had cheap food but an aver- 
age worker could hardly afford a car or 
modern satellite TV. 

Our environment has been influenced 
by human culture for many thousands of 
years, and essentially no wilderness remains. 
So, though the stream of ecological thinking 
ought to include all trends, we do not have 
very radical environmental organizations. 

We recently prepared our first number 
of a new newspaper — "Greens.” For this I 
wrote information about Earth First! to 
strengthen radical trends here. 

Excepting the green party, all political 
parties are preparing their new programs for 
the free elections. Any of these programs 
will probably deal with ecological problems 
in Czechoslovakia. 

Besides the green party there are many 
non-political ecological organizations, e.g., 
The Friends of Natural Sustenance and the 
Vegetarian's Club. Some of them are not new 
but worked underground previously. A loose 
association of different groups called the 
Green Circle helps integrate the activities of 


all ecological organizations as well as of some 
independent specialists. 

Unfortunately, the ecological move- 
ment here faces a great danger. Any econ- 
omy has inertia. The first really visible results 
of contemporary economic changes we shall 
see only after long years. And the economy 
is the most relevant component in the future 
relation of society to nature. Impatient 
people may relax their activity after a short 
time if they see no tangible results. The 
totalitarian regime was removed in a few 
days, but the results of its devastation will 



long remain. 

We are short of finances. Our currency 
is not convertible. This is why our economy 
fails to get updated technologies, ecological 
devices, and information. Scientists, includ- 
ing ecologists, lack good books, specialists' 
works, journals, and computers. We do not 
expect anyone-way material help; but obvi- 
ously our first new relations among different 
countries will not be very profitable for ad- 
vanced ones. I believe, though, that human 
forces are as strong a factor of development 
as technical equipment. The totalitarian 
state encouraged a lack of interests in all 
fields — only "Orwellian," indifferent 


people are easily controlled. Therefore our 
great task is to help to rouse civic activity in 
many fields of public life including environ- 
mental conservation. 

John Davis wrote in Earth First! Journal 
(12/89) that our "reforms under way are 
anthropocentric and probably superficial ..." 
But we stand close to the edge of an abyss. 
Our revolution changes the deepest bases of 
our life. In Central Europe society and nature 
will live together or will not live at all because 
the ecological crisis is very extensive and we 
play on a small playing field. "Do or die" can 
be a slogan for us. 

Several months ago I wrote "I believe 
that someday we will shake hands over the 
rusty ruins of the Iron Curtain and we shall 
fight together for the preservation of our 
planet." The speed of changes in our country 
is surprising even for those of us trying to 
help them. With regard to the lines above I 
can write only a single sentence: "Welcome, 
friends!” 

— Jaroslav Bulicek, Ceskobrodska 32, 
190 00 Prague 9 Czechoslovakia; February 
1990 
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NEMESIS NEWS NET 


by Australopithecus 


The height of mercantile irresponsibil- 
ity has been reached by Hammacher Sch- 
lemmer (618 N Michigan Ave, Chicago, IL) 
in their latest catalog. They offer yuppies a 
"hands-free snowball maker" for 19.95 in red 
plastic, electric car door defrosters, and port- 
able skating rinks for children — to get them 
off to a good start! They can be reached 24 
hours a day at 1-800-543-3366. 

— Bob Mueller, Virginia EF! 

Australopithecine note: The following news 
items are by El Viejo, a taciturn foreign language 
teacher ensconced in a small college in Kentucky. 

Zombie Obliterates Oryxes 

Officials of the Detroit Zoo recently 
permitted the execution of four Oryxes, 
members of an Endangered Species of Afri- 
can antelope. The explanation given for this 
uncharitable act was that the animals in 
question had been deemed "surplus," i.e., 
unfit for the species gene pool, by "species 
survival plan" (SSP) scientists who oversee 
the 400 individuals who are, or were, captive 
in North America. When such a determina- 
tion is made, it is up to zoo directors to decide 
the fate of the animals. Since other zoos 
apparently had no space for them, it was 
considered more humane to shoot them 
than to sell them to animal dealers who 
might then put them on the block at auc- 
tions or resell them to exotic game ranchers. 
The sacrifice occurred in secret to protect the 
"dignity” of the animals, and perhaps also 
the hide of the butchers. (Detroit Free Press, 1- 
26-90) 

Price Placed on Heads of Simians 

One group of residents (humans) of 
Tatsuyama, a Japanese village, complains 
that another group of residents (monkeys) 
have been, for several years, destroying crops 
and entering houses in search of food. Thus, 


the town fathers [humans] have promised a 
reward of $700 for each ape brought in, 
"dead or alive," as they say in the movies. It 
seems that these anthropoid cousins of ours 
are unprotected in that area, and that it is 
legal in Japan to kill birds or animals judged 
to be a nuisance to the public. 

Rancher Crushed by Cow 

Near Spokane, Washington, a rancher 
was crushed recently by a 1500 lb. cow when 
he attempted to vaccinate the latter's calf. 
Friends say he was well aware of the dangers 
of approaching the young, even of domesti- 
cated animals. 

Rodent Wrecks Copier 

Monkeywrenchers, eat your hearts out! 
A one-foot long rat, perhaps feeling particu- 
larly at home in this locale, took up lodging 
in a $93,000 Xerox copier in the offices of the 
House Legislative Counsel in D.C. When the 
damned thing jammed, the repairman dis- 
cerned, not paper, but shreds of this and that 
constituting a true rat's nest, bits of food ... 
and an unwrapped Hostess Twinkie. It seems 
incredible that bureaucrats who produce so 
much of worth, might consume (or might 
have consumed) junk. Replacement cost? 
$107,000! Billee? Jack Kemp, no doubt. 

Not a Very Lucky Strike 

A fire recently did $2500 worth of 
damage to the porch of a house in Pennsyl- 
vania. Arson is suspected, because a bird 
carrying a lit cigarette was seen alighting on 
said edifice. The origin and brand of the butt, 
and the present whereabouts of the winged 
Prometheus, are unknown, but some specu- 
late that the weed was targeted at a particular 
social group. (Lewisburg, PA Daily Item, 8-25- 
89) 

Quackers Unnerve Aged Citizens' Kom- 
munity 

Some 50 years ago, Muscovy Ducks were 
imported into Florida. Prolific reproducers, 
they now compose a hefty segment of the 
population of certain locales. These mean- 
looking and ill-humored fowl are now har- 


assing residents of a retirement community, 
chasing and occasionally pecking them, 
creating consternation and fear. It is a classic 
case of the antagonism that arises between 
immigrant groups. (Daily Item, 12-16-89) 

Hoosac Hooked, or The Incompleat Angler 
Desirous of exhibiting his prowess, no 
doubt, an angler named Hoosac (but in Flor- 
ida, not Indiana), waltzed a 10-lb bass to the 
local taxidermist for stuffing and mounting. 
Returning later to observe the result, said 
hooker impaled his thigh on the redoubtable 
fins of a sailfish, a practitioner of passive 
resistance lying quietly on a table. In the 
face, so to speak, of the sailfish's impassivity, 
the bassman is suing the stuffer for a cool 
$10K. As the poet says: 

When happy Hoosac hooked his bass 
He fain would mount his fish in glass. 

Thus to the taxidermist did he him hie, 
Wishing with his fellow anglers to vie, 

But a lurking sailfish poked him in the thigh. 
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EGODEFENSE 

A Field Guide to Environmental Compromise 
Edited by Doug Shot, Jay Hairpiece, & Peter Boorly 
Backward! by Alston Chaste 

The least controversial conservation book ever written, EGODEFENSE 
takes no stands and addresses no issues that might offend people. It 
shores up the crumbling image of corporate responsibility, builds 
new faith in the American democratic process, and condemns all 
those who don't bow down when appropriate. With the skyrocket- 
ing budgets of "non-profits" and the increasing saleability of "green 
politics", EGODEFENSE is needed as never before. 

EGODEFENSE features detailed, field-tested hints from experts on: 

V Supporting forest planning riders 

V Claiming victory at any cost 

V Stealing credit from other groups 

V Disregarding grassroots activists 

V Selling out to form coalitions 

V Criticizing rude behavior 

V Ignoring root problems 

V Ensuring security for career and finances 

666 PAGES HEAVILY ILLUSTRATED 
$198.99 Postpaid (Institutional Price: $13.50) 

Sierra Club Books, Fern Bar, CA 

This is an important book. Though it doesn't save wilderness, it does increase 
credibility. It opens the door for future employment with federal agencies, environ- 
mentally sensitive politicians (such as Jim McClure and Malcolm Wallop), and 
socially responsible organizations, like Exxon, Maxxam, and the FBI. 

— Howie Wolke 

This should be required reading for anybody with painful hemorrhoids. For me, it's 
a great diversion from constant rectal pain. If more environmentalists read this, 
we'd reach consensus and then I'd have time to get these damned hemorrhoids 
removed. 

— Forest Service Chief F. Dale Robertson 


Box 5086 Bozeman, MT 59717 406-586-5287 
Also available at: The Ecology Center, in Missoula 
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Quality Green on White 
Price Includes Postage 

Send $3 To: 

Wilderness Defense! 
P.0. Box 460101 
Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, Colorado 80015 



New from the busy folks at Preserve Appalachian Wilderness, 
The Ecological Restoration of the Northern Appalachians 
provides an evolutionary perspective on wilderness preserva- 
tion and restoration in the northern forests. 90 pages of 
detailed study and visionary proposals. $12 postpaid from 
Preserve Appalachian Wilderness 
RFD 1, Box 530, North Stratford, NH 03590. 
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Earth First! Directory 

The Earth First! Directory lists the contact points for the 
international Earth First! movement. It is divided into four sections: 
1) National EF! offices in the United States; 2) International con- 
tacts; 3) Active EF! Chapters or Groups; and 4) Contact persons 
where there is as yet no active EF! group. If you are interested in 
becoming active with the Eafth First! movement, reach the folks 
listed for your area. 

The Earth First! Journal is an independent entity within the 
international Earth First! movement, and is not the newsletter of the 
Earth First! movement. It does, however, provide a forum for Earth 
Firstlers around the world. This directory is provided as a service to 
independent EF! groups. If you would like to be listed as a contact 
or as a group, PLEASE contact Bob Kaspar (305 N. Sixth St., Madison, 
WI 53704 (608)241-9426). Please send address changes or correc- 
tions to him also. If you do not have a phone number listed, please 
send it to him. Bob acts as coordinator for local EF! groups for the 
EF! movement. 

LOCAL NEWSLETTERS: Addresses marked with a produce 
either an Earth First! newsletter or regular mailings for their area or 
issue. Contact them directly to receive their newsletter or otherwise 
be on their mailing list. 


NATIONAL EF! 

EF! ALASKA TASK FORCE 
POB 1019 San Raphael, CA 94915 
(415) 824-3841 

EF! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT * 

Jasper Carlton 2365 Willard Road 
Parkersburg, WV 26101-9269 

Road Closure & Northern Rockies Coordinator 
Keith Hammer POB 2072 
KalispeU, MT 59903 (406)755-1379 

EF! DIRECT ACTION FUND 

Mike Roselle POB 210 Canyon, CA 94516 

(415)376-7329 

EF! ECO-V1DEOGRAPHE 

1409 21st Ave. San Francisco, CA 94122 

(415)753-1614 

EARTH FIRST! FOUNDATION 
POB 1683 Corvallis, OR 97339 

EF! GENETIC ALERT 
Andy Caffrey 

POB 2182 Berkeley, CA 94702 

EF! GRAZING TASK FORCE 
POB 5784 Tucson, AZ 85703 

EF! GRIZZLY BEAR TASK FORCE * 

POB 6151 Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406)587-3356 

EF! INDEPENDENT ORGANIZER 
Roger Feath'erstone Box DB 
Bisbee, AZ 85603 (602)624-3196 

EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 
Canton Office 

Kris Sommerville, business manager 
John Davis, editor 
POB 7 Canton, NY 13617 
(315)379-9940 

Tucson Office 

Nancy Zlerenberg, merchandising 
Dale Tbrner, assistant editor 
POB 5871 Tucson, AZ 85703 
(602)622-1371 

EF! CONSENSUS TRAINING 
MB Nearing #341 Wolf Creek, OR 97497 

EF! OCEAN-DOLPHIN TASK FORCE 
POB 77062 

San Francisco, CA 94107-7062 

EF! RAINFOREST ACTION 
Bay Area Earth First! POB 83 
Canyon, CA 94516 (415)376-7329 

EF! REDWOOD ACTION TEAM (RAT) 

Greg King POB 1031 Redway, CA 95560 
(707)923-3097 

EF! WOLF ACTION NETWORK * 

Tom Skeele POB 6733 Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406)585-9607 

PAW (PRESERVE APPALACHIAN WILDERNESS) 
Jamie Sayen RFD 1, Box 530 
N. Stratford, NH 03590 (603)636-2952 

INTERNA- 
TIONAL EF! 
GROUPS 

AUSTRALIA 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore 
New South Wales 2480 Australia 
phone: 066-21-85-05 

Marianne Heynemann 

PO Box 256 Mitchem, 3132 Australia 

CANADA 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Paul Watson POB 48446 
Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 Canada 
(604)688-SEAL 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053 Kamloops, BC Canada V2C6H2 

ONTARIO 
Eastern Canada EF! 

Mike Kaulbars POB 4612, Station E 
Ottawa, ONT K1S 5B6 Canada 

GERMANY 
Cynical Tormentors 
Redderwed 23 
2090 Wlnsen-Roedorf 
Federal Republic of Germany 

KENYA 

Environmental Liaison Centre (International) 
POB 72461 Nairobi, Kenya 
(254-2)24770/340849/336989 


MEXICO 

Eco- Solar Ave. Eugenia 1510 Col. Narvarte 
Mexico 03020 D.F. Mexico 

POLAND 

A. Janusz Korbel ul. Magi 21/3 
43-300 Blelsko-Blala Poland 

SCOTLAND 

Grant Collie c/o 1 1 Forth St. Edinburgh, 
Scotland UK 

Fearghuls McKay 4 York Rd. Edinburgh, 
Scotland, UK 

SOUTH SWEDEN EF! 

R. "Rldgerascal" Wlerlnga, Dalslundsvagen 82, 
S-232 51 Akarp Sweden ph: (040) 46 18 63 

LOCAL 

GROUPS 

ALASKA EF! 

Michael Lewis POB 670647 
Chugiak, AK 99567 
(907)688-5619 

ARIZONA EARTH FIRST! • 

Eric Twachtman POB 3412 Tucson, AZ 85722 
(602)327-3691 

Cheryl Bashaw CU Box 7893 
Flagstaff, AZ 86011 (602)523-3909 

Phoenix EF! 

Mike Seidman & Terri Volk 
(602) 276-2849 

CALIFORNIA EARTH FIRST! GROUPS 
Chico EF! 

Michele Miller POB 5625 Chico, CA 95927 
(916)894-7362 

Eastern Sierra EF! 

Sally Miller POB 22 Lee Vlnlng, CA 93541 
(619)647-6411 

American River EF! 

POB 805 Georgetown, CA 95634 
(916)333-1715 

Volcano EF! 

J. Sten Layman POB 1475 
Sutter Creek, CA 95685 
(209)223-2965 

LOS ANGELES EARTH FIRST! 

POB 4381 North Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818)905-0583 (805)499-7183 

Orange County EF! 

POB 28318 Santa Ana, CA 92799 
(714)494-6349(Henry) 

LA Rainforest Action Committee 
POB 34427 Los Angeles, CA 90034 
(213)839-4247 

NORTHCOAST CALIFORNIA EF! GROUPS 
Northcoast California EF! * 

POB 368 Bayslde, CA 95524 
Larry Evans (707)826-7501 
Bill Devall (707)677-3914 

Laytonville EF! 

POB 372 Laytonville, CA 95454 
(707)984-8263 

Sonoma County EF! 

Pam Davis POB 7544 

Santa Rosa, CA 95407 (707)523-1229 

South Humboldt EF! 

Darryl Cherney & Greg King c/o POB 34 
Garbervllle, CA 95440 (707)943-3788 

Ukiah EF! 

Judl Bari 106 West Standley 
Ukiah, CA 95470 (707)485-0478 
Betty Ball (707)468-1660 

SAN DIEGO EARTH FIRST! * 

Claude Mathis POB 311 
Encinitas, CA 92024 (619)942-8069 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY EF! * 

Karen Pickett POB 83 Canyon, CA 94516 
(415)376-7329 

Daniel Barron & Brian Gaffney POB 411233 
San Francisco, CA 94141 (415)824-3841 

Santa Barbara/Isla Vista EF! 6639 Abrego 
Goleta, CA 93117 (805)685-0183 

Santa Cruz EF! * 

Karen DeBraal POB 344 

Santa Cruz, Ca 95061 (408)425-8094 

South Bay EF! 

Rick Bernardl POB 20803 

San Jose, CA 95160 (408)927 0274 

COLORADO EARTH FIRST! * 

Walkabout Newsletter 
POB 1 166 Boulder, CO 80306 

Scott Sala 1141 Emerson St. 

Denver, CO 80203 (303)831-6093 


Michael Robinson POB 12243 
Boulder, CO 80303 

Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

Colorado Springs/Manitou Springs EF! 

Becky Elder POB 861 

Manitou Springs, CO 80829 (719)685-4257 

Huerfano Valley EF! POB 663 
Redwing, CO 8 1066 

CONNECTICUT EF! 

Trap Rock EF! POB 3856 Amity Station 
New Haven, CT 06525 (203)387-5851 

FLORIDA EARTH FIRST! * 

POB 13864 Gainesville, FL 32604 
(904)371-8166 

Big Bend EF! * 

Mike Schoelen POB 20582 
Tallahassee, FL 32316 (904)224-6782 

HAWAII EARTH FIRST! 

c/o Paul Faulstlch 1777 East-West Rd. 

Honolulu, HI 96848 

ILLINOIS EARTH FIRST! 

Southern Illinois EF! 

POB 1059 EdwardsviUe, IL 62026-1059 
(618)692-3246 

Shawnee EF! Rene Cook RR6 Box 397 
Murphysboro, IL 62966 (618)684-4332 

IOWA EARTH FIRST! 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! Hal Rowe 

722 Westwinds Dr. #3 

Iowa City, IA 52246 (319)354-6674 

MAINE EARTH FIRST! 

Gary Lawless Gulf of Maine Books 
61 Main St. Brunswick, ME 04011 
(207)729-5083 

MARYLAND 

Chesapeake EF! Ron Huber POB 184 
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732 
(301)855-2975 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Connectlcutt Valley EF! 

POB 298 Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 
(413)625-8279 

Glacial Erratic (Newsletter) 

Mike Zwlkelmaler RR1 Box 393 
Sharon, VT 05065 

MICHIGAN 

Wapin' 

Bob Treemore 3575 Junior Dr. 

Pinckney, MI 48169 (313)878-3805 

MIDWEST HEADWATERS EF! 

Hank Bruse 235 Travis Drive 

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 (715)423-5636 

Paul Rechten 7405 Shields Rd. 

Harvard, I L 60033 (815)943-4178 

Twin Cities EF! 

Kurt Seaberg 2208 16th Av. S. #2 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 (612)722-5022 

MISSOURI EARTH FIRST! 

The Gateway EF! Tribe POB 1961 
St. Louis, MO 63118 (314)752-501 1 

Big River EF! POB 189 Pacific. MO 63069 
Orin Langelle (314)257-2437 
A. Woodtree (314)776-3390 

Kansas City EF! 

Mark Swanholm 

POB 10213 Kansas City, MO 64111 

NEW MEXICO EARTH FIRST! 

Brad Lagorio * 2405 Meadow Rd SW 
Albuquerque, NM 87105 (505)873-0299 

Ganges Wilson Drawer W 
Taos, NM 87571 (505)758-4899 

Upper Rio Grande EF! 

Gary Schiffmiller POB 8659 
Santa Fe, NM 87504 (505)984-1428 

NEW YORK EARTH FIRST! 

Finger Lakes EF! 

Caren Smiley 

POB 101 Ithaca, NY 14851 

Greater Adirondack Bloreglon EF! 
Snaggletooth 1 125 Phoenix Ave. 
Schenectady, NY 12308 
(518)374-6592 

Long Island EF! 

PO Box 812, Huntington, NY 11743 
(516)424-6499 

NORTH CAROLINA EARTH FIRST! * 

Blue Ridge Earth First! 

Bob Cargile/Val Muehlhausen 
61 Church St. #202 Asheville, NC 28801 

OHIO EARTH FIRST! 

Scioto River Group Steve Moore POB 91 
Greencamp, OH 43322 (614)528-2517 

Black Swamp EF! OHIO S.E.C.T. 

Rick B. Van Landlngham III c/o Office of 
Student Activities, Student Union Rm 3518 
University of Toledo, 2801 W. Bancroft St. 
Toledo, OH 43606 

Oberlin EF! c/o Bill Flelg 

OCMR Box 874 Oberlin, OH 44074 

(216)775-5588 

OREGON EARTH FIRST! 

Portland EF! POB 13765 
Portland, OR 97213 (503)232-3282 

EF! Siskiyou 
Bobcat POB 212 

Williams, OR 97544 (503) 846-7342 

Southern Willamette EF! 

Barry Martin/Karen Wood POB 10384 
Eugene, OR 97440 (503) 726-4738 

PENNSYLVANIA EF! 

Three Rivers EF! & Pennsylvania EF! * 

Andrew POB 6013 Pittsburgh, PA 15211 
(412)481-8524 

Allemong Wilderness Group 
POB 1689 Greensburg, PA 15601 

TEXAS EARTH FIRST! * 

Christi Stevens POB 7292 University Station 
Austin, TX 78713 (512)320-0413 

East Texas EF! 

Dave Burkart Rt. 3, Box 114 
Cleveland, TX 77327 (713)592-7664 


VERMONT EF! 

Erik Sohlberg RR1, Box 80-A 

East Corinth, VT 05040 (802)439-6266 

VIRGINIA/DC EARTH FIRST! 

Robert F. Mueller Rt. 1 Box 250 
Staunton, VA 24401 (703)885-6983 

Appalachian EF! * 

Ernie Reed Box 309 

Nfllysford, VA 22958 (804)361-9036 

Virginia Highlands EF! * 

c/o Brenda Vest POB 40 Goshen, VA 24439 

UVA EF! 

Ellis 142 Webb, Station #2 
University of Virginia 
Charlottsville, VA 22904-0030 

WASHINGTON EARTH FIRST! GROUPS 
Cheetwoot EF! 

POB 10147 Olympia, WA 98502 

Columbia Plateau EF! 

Brian Barry 222 N. 29th 
Yakima, WA 98902 (509)452-8074 

Okanogan Highlands EF! 

POB 361 Republic, WA 99166 

Olympic Peninsula EF! 

Robin McMillan 

POB 368 Port Townsend, WA 98368 

Seattle EF!/Washington EF!* 

George Draffan 

POB 95316 Seattle, WA 98145 

Shuksan EF! 

Tony Van Gessel 

POB 773, Bellingham, WA 98227 

Southwestern WA EF! 

Rory Bowman 

POB 202 Vancouver, WA 98666-0202 
Walla Walla WA EF! 

Environmental House Whitman College 
Walla Walla, WA 99362 (509)527-5738 

WILD ROCKIES EF! * 

Jake Jagoff POB 7891 Missoula, MT 59807 

Yellowstone EF! 

Randall Restless Box 6151 
Bozeman, MT 59715 (406)587-3356 

Wyoming EF! 

65S North Cedar Laramie, WY 82070 

LOCAL 

CONTACTS 

ALASKA 

Eric Holle POB 1324 Haines, AK 99827 
ARIZONA 

Gristle POB 1525 Prescott, AZ 86302 

Friends of the Owls/Karl Montana 
POB 11152 Prescott, AZ 86304 

Student Environmental Network 
POB 2294, Prescott, AZ 86302 

CALIFORNIA 

Dakota Sid Clifford POB 637 
Cedar Ridge, CA 95924 (916)273-7186 

Glenn Parton POB 123 
Shasta, CA 96087 (916)241-7340 

C.T. White 1959 Lake Blvd. #242 
Davis, CA 95616 

Wind River 260 Ashley Ave. #15 
Woodland, CA 95695 (916)668-1409 

DELAWARE/MARYLAND 

Greg DeCowsky Upper Shore Ecology Center 

POB 71 Georgetown, MD 21930 

(301)275-8091 

FLORIDA 

Black Rhino Vegetarian Soc. 

MaVynee O. Betsch 

Rt 3, Box 292 American Beach, FL 32034 

Pan c/o 1507 Edgevale Rd. 

Fort Pierce, FL 34982 (305)466-0833 

Maria Quintana 5761 SW 51 Terr. 

Miami, FL 33155 (305)662-9383 

HAWAII 

Greenpeace Hawaii POB 10909 
Hilo, HI 96721 (808)935-0770 

INDIANA 

B.Y.R.D. 101 Crawford St. #308 
Terre Haute, IN 47807 


KANSAS 

Mountain Yarrow 214 Neosho 
Emporia, KS 66801 (316)342-1621 

Don Yockey Rt. 1, Box 906 
Soldier, KS 66540 (913)834-2431 

LOUISIANA 
ARKLATEX EF! 

c/o Eddie W. Hand $04 W. Louisiana #4 
Ruston, LA 71270 (318)251-2580 

MARYLAND/ DC 

Leonard J. Kerpelman 2403 W. Rogers 
Baltimore, MD 21209 (301)367-8855 

Rick Ostrander 6135 Camelback Lane 
Columbia, MD 2104S (301)596-3978 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Attlcus Finch 358 Dorchester St. #3 

Boston, MA 02127-2735 (617)268-3751 

Andrew Power 1874 Commonwealth Ave. #7 
Brighton, MA 02135 

Autonome Forum POB 366 

Williams town, MA 01267 (413)597-6165 

MICHIGAN 

Martin Leverenz 3553 David K. St. 

Waterford, MI 4809S (313)623-9433 

MINNESOTA 

John Petroskas 471 Frontier 

701 Fulton SE Minneapolis, MN 55455-0399 

MISSOURI 

Sue Skidmore 1364 S. Plaza 
Springfield, MO 65804 (417)882-2947 

Herb Simon 1007 E. Sixth, Holden, MO 64040 
(816) 732-6400 (w) 732-4954 (h) 

Alexandra Swarthout 

POB 101 Ridgeway, MO 64481 

NEBRASKA 

David Langston 839 S. 15th 
Lincoln, NE 68508 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Lawrence H. St.Laurent Jr. 

POB 14-Annex Concord, NH 03301 

NEW YORK 

Gary Bennett 127VassarSt 
Rochester, NY 14607 (716)461-0797 

Geeskaenh c/o Johnson RR1 Box 280 
Barker Rd., Tully NY 13159 (315)696-6199 

Wetlands Preserve/Russ Weis 

161 Hudson St., New York, NY 10013 

(212)966-5244 

OHIO 

Ohio Valley EF! 

Brian & Theresa Hagemann 

529 Riddle Rd. Cincinnati, OH 45220 

(513)961-3660 

Clint Holley III 28410 S. Bridge Cir. 

Westlake, OH 4414S (216)892-7891 

OKLAHOMA 

Lynette Setzkorn 914 South Pittsburg, 

Tulsa, OK 74112 (918) 834-1759 

OREGON 

Desert Dog 1245 NW Newport 
Bend, OR 97701 (503)388-8927 

Kalmlopsls EF! POB 1444 
Cave Junction, OR 97523 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Antoinette Dwlnga 

842 Library Ave. Carnegie, PA 15106 

David Hafer c/o Otzinachson 
POB 65 Lewisburg, PA 17837 
(717)523-3107 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Joseph Allawos 99 St. Philip St. #107 

Charleston, SC 29403 

TENNESSEE 

Kim Pilarskl Turner 2015 Ford Lane 
Knoxville, TN 37920 (615) 577-1257 

TEXAS 

William Larson 9122 Oak Downs Road 
San Antonio, TX 78230 (512)342-2520 

Nikki McDonald POB 670719 
Dallas, TX 75367 (214)739-1248 

VIRGINIA 

Larry Hollsh 410 Ridgeview Apts. 

Blacksburg, VA 24060 (703)951-9155 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Vince Packard POB 65 Myra, WV 25544 


USUAL DISGUSTING PLEA FOR MONEY 

The Earth First! movement runs on your financial support. 
We don't need as much as other groups since we are grass- 
roots, volunteer, decentralized and have low overhead. 
Moreover, you get to select where your hard-earned money 
goes. Don't send your contributions to this newspaper, send 
them directly to one of these hard-working groups. 
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KILLING ROADS 

A Citizens’ Primer on the Effects 6 Removal of Roads 
Why Pick On Roads? - - 



Logging roads and small clearcuts slice apart the Kaibab National Forest, on the North Rim of the 
Grand Canyon. Such roads do long-lasting damage to wild lands, far beyond their direct and im- 
mediate impacts. 


Ecological Effects of Roads 

(Or, The Road to Destruction) 


An Introduction 

by Jasper Carlton 

"The horse is here to stay, bu t the automobile 
is only a novelty ... a fad." 

— president of the Michigan Savings Bank advis- 
ing Henry Ford's lawyer not to invest in the Ford 
Motor Co. in 1903 

Once a grand wilderness of animal 
trails, most of North America has been trans- 
formed into a maze of roads. Those animal 
trails became Indian trials, then the routes of 
early trappers ... wagon trails ... dirt roads ... 
paved highways ... and finally interstate 
highways — the distressways of our modern 
society. Over 4 million miles of pavement 
now smother the earth in the United States 
alone. 

Wider and wider stretches of asphalt 
and concrete become collecting pools for 
more and more stinkmobiles, traveling at 
faster and faster speeds. Homo erectus asph- 
altus is driving itself to oblivion, and taking 
with it the planet's natural diversity. 

It is difficult to find anyplace, no matter 
how rugged, that a motorized vehicle of 
some sort cannot reach. Roads of one form 
oranother now threaten the biological integ- 
rity of every wilderness on the continent. 
The most effective way to protect wild, natu- 
ral areas is to deny motorized access by 
humans — access made possible by roads. 
The easiest way to restore areas to wilderness 
oftentimes is to close the roads. 

The planning and construction of 
roads, particularly paved highways, largely 
determines how society uses land, "air and 
water. Traditionally, inroad planning, natu- 
ral wildlands are not given adequate consid- 
eration, as economy prevails over ecology. 
Transportation systems, as part of the land- 
use planning process, should be radically 
changed or dismantled now to prevent any 
additional impact on remaining natural ar- 
eas and to allow wilderness restoration 
throughout this continent. 

While some environmental groups and 
government agencies are beginning to ad- 
dress the severe impacts of exhaust emissions 
from motorized vehicles, little has been done 
to assess arid reduce the cumulative impact 
on natural diversity of this continent's road 
network. Environmentalists fighting pro- 
posed roads in National Forests have tended 
to use economic rather than ecological argu- 
ments. 

The reason to forego road-building in a 
National Forest is not simply that the forest 
has low timber values, commercially unde- 
sirable tree species, orpooraccess to markets. 
Considering species extirpation rates and 
the status of natural diversity and ecological 
processes, we must conclude that every Na- 
tional Forest and almost every other public 
land in the country is already seriously over- 
roaded. A moratorium on all road-building 
should be implemented immediately. 

Considerable acreages of roadless areas 
still exist in our National Forests (see The Big 
Outside [esp. p.13-14] by Dave Foreman and 
Howie Wolke). Most of these wild areas are 
being considered for entry within the next 
decade by the US Forest Service; all contain 
important wildlife habitat. Though some 
support more biological diversity than oth- 
ers, none is "insignificant,” as some conser- 
vation organizations would have us believe. 

The natural environment all over the 
planet is being reduced to little more than 
gasping biotic fragments. Thousands of 
species are being extirpated from local areas 
each day and are headed for eventual extinc- 
tion. Over 6000 native US vertebrate, inver- 
tebrate and plant species are now biologi- 
cally threatened or endangered. It is time to 
draw lines and save all that remains and 
restore what we can. 

Expanding human use of the last, large, 
natural diverse ecosystems in North America 
— and, indeed, on Earth — is acceleratingthe 
extinction of animal and plant species. 
Many of the most biologically diverse of 
these ecosystems, particularly in Hawaii and 


the southern United States, are collapsing. 
Tropical moist rainforests and Pacific North- 
west old-growth forests are not the only 
ecosystems in which large numbers of spe- 
cies are under grave threat. The specific road 
closures recommended in this tabloid reflect 
the urgency of this situation. These roads 
should never have been built. In short, all 
remaining natural areas, no matter how 
small or large, should be saved from develop- 
ment — particularly from roads, which act as 
a magnet to cancerous development. 

Help a toad across the road. Brake for a 
snake. 

This activist holds a particular affinity 
for the creeping and crawling critters. Snakes 
may have been the first successful verte- 
brates on land but they are being massacred 
now on the highways of North America. 
Those who have had the misfortune to wit- 
ness what happens when snakes begin a mass 
movement, or toads migrate to their spawn- 
ing ponds in spring, and their routes involve 
crossing roads, will quickly realize the threat 
that roads pose to the survival of countless 
species. All life matters in the natural scheme 
of things — even creatures such as snakes and 
toads that presently appeal emotionally to 
only a minority of humans. All life forms 
have a right to exist for their own sake. 

Equal rights for all species! Stop that traffic 
George! 

The impacts of roads on natural diver- 
sity and wilderness have not received 
enough attention. This Road Tabloid is an 
effort by Earth First! Journal and the Earth 
First! Biodiversity Project to remedy this. 
The tabloid is intended to educate activists 
and the public about the impact of roads on 
natural diversity and to stimulate appropri- 
ate remedial actions. 

—Jasper Carlton, EF! Biodiversity Proj- 
ect coordinator 


by Diamondback 

Nothing is worse for sensitive wildlife 
than a road. Over the last few decades, 
studies in a variety of terrestrial and aquatic 
ecosystems have demonstrated that many of 
the most pervasive threats to biological di- 
versity — habitat destruction and fragmenta- 
tion, edge effects, exotic species invasions, 
pollution, and overhunting — are aggra- 
vated by roads. Roads have been implicated 
as mortality sinks for animals ranging from 
snakes to wolves, as displacement factors 
affecting animal distribution and movement 
patterns, as population fragmenting factors, 
as sources of sediments that clog streams and 
destroy fisheries, as sources of deleterious 
edge effects, and as access corridors that 
encourage development, logging, and 
poaching of rare plants and animals. Road- 
building in National Forests and other public 
lands threatens the existence of de facto wil- 
derness and species that depend on wilder- 
ness. 

Despite heightened recognition (by 
informed people) of the harmful effects of 
roads, road density continues to increase in 
the US and other countries. Federal, state, 
and local transportation departments devote 
huge budgets to construction and upgrading 
of roads. Multinational lending institutions, 
such as the World Bank, finance roads into 
pristine rainforest, which usher in a flood of 
settlers who destroy both the rainforest and 
the indigenous cultures. Public land-manag- 
ing agencies build thousands of miles of 
roads each year to support their resource 
extraction activities, at a net cost to the 
taxpayer. The US Forest Service alone plans 
to build or reconstruct almost 600,000 miles 
of roads in the next 50 years. Most public 
agencies disregard the ecological impacts of 
roads, and attempt to justify timber roads as 
benefitting recreation and wildlife manage- 


ment. Even when a land manager recognizes 
the desirability of closing roads, he or she 
usually contends that such closures would be 
unacceptable to the public (i.e., the ignorant 
ORV enthusiast or slob hunter). 

This article will review some ecological 
effects of roads, with emphasis on impacts to 
wildlife (broadly defined). My concern is 
with all roads, from primitive logging roads 
to four-lane highways. Although the effects 
of different types of roads vary, virtually all 
are bad, and the net effect of all roads is 
nothing short of catastrophic. The technical 
literature that pertains to this topic is vast, 
and an entire book would be needed to 
summarize it adequately. Consider this only 
an introduction, or an "executive summary" 
of a massive tragedy. 

Direct effects, such as flattened fauna, 
are easy to see. In contrast, many indirect 
effects of roads are cumulative and involve 
changes in community structure and eco- 
logical processes that are not well under- 
stood. Yet, these long-term effects signal a 
deterioration in ecosystems that far sur- 
passes in importance the visual and olfactory 
insult to us of a bloated deer by the roadside. 

DIRECT EFFECTS 

Roadkills 

The above statement notwithstanding, 
roadkill can have a significant impact on 
wi Id 1 ife popu lations.TheHu mane Society of 
the US and the Urban Wildlife Research 
Center have arrived at a conservative figure 
of one million animals killed each day on 
highways in the United States. When I-7S 
was completed through a major deer winter- 
ing area in northern 'Michigan, deer road 
mortality increased by 500%. In Pennsylva- 
nia, 26, 180 deer and 90 bears were killed by 
vehicles in 1985. These statistics do not 
account for animals that crawloff the road to 


die after being hit. Also, roadkill statistics are 
invariably biased toward mammals, against 
reptiles, amphibians, and probably birds, 
and do not include invertebrates at all (who 
wants to count the insects smashed on wind- 
shields and grills?). 

Vehicles on high-speed highways pose 
the greatest threat to wildlife. Unpaved 
roads, particularly when "unimproved," are 
less dangerous. Roadkill usually increases 
with volume of traffic. In one Texas study, 
however, mortality was greatest on roads 
with intermediate volumes, presumably 
because higher-volume roads had wider 
rights-of-way that allowed better visibility 
for animals and drivers alike. Increases in 
traffic volume do result in more collisions on 
any given road, and in our profligate society 
more people means more cars on virtually 
every road. 

Florida is a rapidly-developing state 
with more than 1000 new human residents 
each day and over 50 million tourists annu- 
ally. Primary and interstate highway mile- 
age has increased by 4.6 miles per day for the 
last 50 years. Hence it is no surprise that 
roadkills are the leading known cause of 
death for all large mammals except White- 
tailed Deer. Roadkills of Florida Black Bear, a 
subspecies listed as threatened by the state, 
have been rising sharply in recent years, 
from 2-3 peryearinthe 1970s to 44 in 1989. 
Many of the bean are killed on roads through 
public lands, in particular the Ocala National 
Forest. Seventeen Florida Panthers, one of 
the most endangered subspecies of mam- 
mals in the world, are known to have been 
killed on roads since 1972. Since 1981, 65% 
of documented Florida Panther deaths have 
been roadkills, and the population of only 
about 20 individuals is unlikely to be able to 
sustain this pressure. An average of 41 Key 
Deer, a species listed as Endangered by the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service, were killed on 
roads yearly from 1980 through 1986, and57 
continued on page 2 
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continued from page 1 

were killed in 1987. Roadkill is also the 
leading cause of mortality for the American 
Crocodile, also an Endangered species, in 
south Florida. The Florida Scrub Jay, a 
Threatened species, has been found to suffer 
considerable mortality from collision with 
vehicles, and researchers have concluded 
that these birds cannot maintain stable 
populations along roads with considerable 
high-speed traffic. 

Snakes are particularly vulnerable to 
roadkill, as the warm asphalt attracts them; 
yet their carcasses are seldom tallied. Herpe- 
tologists have noted dramatic declines of 
snakes in Paynes Prairie State Preserve near 
Gainesville, Florida, which is crossed by two 
four-lane highways. This preserve was once 
legendary for its diversity and density of 
snakes, but no more. Similarly, a study of 
south Florida herpetofauna by Wilson and 
Porras attributed declines in many snakes to 
the increasing road traffic in that region. 

Roadkill is a classic death-trap phe- 
nomenon. Animals are attracted to roads for 
a variety of reasons, often to their demise. 
Snakes and other ectotherms go there to 
bask, some birds use roadside gravel to aid 
their digestion of seeds, mammals go to eat 
de-icing salts, deer and other browsing herbi- 
vores are attracted to the dense vegetation of 
roadside edge, rodents proliferate in the arti- 
ficial grasslands of road verges, and many 
large mammals find roads to be efficient 
travelways. Songbirds come to dustbathe on 
dirt roads, where they are vulnerable to 
vehicles as well as predators. Vultures, 
Crows, Coyotes, Raccoons, and other scav- 
engers seek out roadkills, often to become 
roadkills themselves. 

Road Aversion and other 
Behavioral Modifications 

Not all animals are attracted to roads. 
Some have learned that roads bring unpleas- 
ant things, such as people with guns. Species 
that show road aversion exhibit decreasing 
densities toward roads. Various studies re- 
port that Turkey, White-tailed Deer, Mule 
Deer, Elk, Mountain Lions, Grizzly Bears, 
and Black Bears avoid roads. When these 
animals are disturbed by vehicles, they waste 
valuable energy in flight. Other studies show 
conflicting results, which usually can be 
explained by differences in road use. Certain 
bird species also have been found to avoid 
roads, or the forest edges associated with 
roads. In the Netherlands, researchers found 
some bird species to be displaced up to 2000 
meters from busy highways. 

The American Elk is one of the best- 
studied species with respect to road aversion. 
Elk avoidance of roads is clearly a learned 
response (they do not avoid natural edges), 
and is related to traffic volume and hunting 
pressure. In western Montana, Jack Lyon 
found that Elk avoid areas within 1/4-1/2 
mile of roads, depending on traffic, road 
quality, and the density of cover near the 
road. According to work by Jack Thomas in 
Oregon, a road densityof one mile per square 
mile of land results in a 25% reduction in 
habitat use by Elk; two miles of road per 
square mile can cut Elk habitat use by half. As 
road density increases to six miles of road per 
square mile, Elk and Mule Deer habitat use 
falls to zero. Elk in some areas have learned 
that roads are dangerous only in the hunting 
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season, and do not show road aversion in 
other seasons. Other studies suggest that Elk 
avoid open roads, but not closed roads. 
Where hunting pressure is high, however, 
even closed roads may be avoided because so 
many hunters walk them. 

Grizzly Bears also may be displaced by 
roads. In British Columbia, Grizzlies were 
found to avoid areas within 1 12 mile of roads. 
A study in the Cabinet Mountains of north- 
western Montana determined that the mean 
distance of Grizzly radio-telemetry signals 
from open roads (2467 m) was significantly 
greater than the mean distance from closed 
roads (740 m). Other studies have found that 
Grizzlies avoid areas near roads, especially by 
day, even when preferred habitat and forage 
are located there. This is particularly alarm- 


species, a road effectively cuts the popula- 
tion in half. A network of roads fragments 
the population further. The remaining, 
small populations are then vulnerable to all 
the problems associated with rarity: genetic 
deterioration from inbreeding and random 
drift in gene frequencies, environmental 
catastrophes, fluctuations in habitat condi- 
tions, and demographic stochasticity (i.e., 
chance variation in age and sex ratios). Thus, 
roads contribute to what many conservation 
biologists consider the major threat to bio- 
logical diversity: habitat fragmentation. 
Such fragmentation may be especially omi- 
nous in the face of rapid climate change. If 
organisms are prevented from migrating to 
track shifting climatic conditions, and can- 
not adapt quickly enough because of limited 
genetic variation, then extinction is inevi- 
table. 



Black Bear Roadkills Collected in Florida, 1976-1987 

Vehicle collisions are the number one known cause of mortality for most of Florida's large 
mammal species, including bear, panther, and Key Deer. Mortality increases as vehicle traffic 
increases. Adapted from the Defenders of Wildlife publication, Preserving Communities & 
Corridors. * , 


ing, because in Yellowstone National Park, 
which has the second largest Grizzly popula- 
tion in the lower 48, roads and developments 
are situated in the most productive Grizzly 
Bear habitat. Natural movements of Grizzly 
Bears may also be deflected by roads, as 
Chuck Jonkel has documented in Montana. 
In other cases, however, Grizzlies may use 
roads as travelways, particularly when they 
find off-road travel difficult due to dense 
brush or logging slash. Grizzlies have also 
learned to exploit the hastened growth of 
forage plants near roads in spring. Similarly, 
the abundance of soft mast such as Pokeberry 
and Blackberry along road edges attracts 
Appalachian Black Bears in summer. Any 
advantages associated with roads for either 
bear species are outweighed by the increase 
in sometimes fatal (usually for the bear, 
unfortunately) encounters with humans. 

Wild animals can become habituated to 
roads. Thirty years ago, for example, bears in 
Yellowstone, the Great Smokies, and other 
parks often sat along the roadsides and pic- 
nic areas waiting for handouts from tourists. 
When parks disallowed handouts and relo- 
cated habituated bears, the attraction sub- 
sided. In any area where animals are exposed 
to frequent human activity, habituation can 
be expected. This is not necessarily a desir- 
able response, however. Although animals 
that are acclimated to roads and vehicles do 
not waste energy reserves in flight response, 
some of them become aggressive toward 
people. Aggressive behavior of habituated 
animals has been noted in bears, Mule Deer, 
Elk, Bighorn Sheep, Bison, and other species. 
Conflicts occur most often when humans 
approach animals closely in order to feed or 
photograph them. A few years ago in the 
Smoky Mountains, a bear reportedly chom- 
ped on a baby's face when a parent held it 
close for a kissing photo — the baby's cheek 
had been smeared with honey. Such en- 
counters usually result in relocation or kill- 
ing of the "problem" animals, though the 
real problem is human stupidity. Studies of 
Grizzly Bears in Montana and British Colum- 
bia have found that bears habituated to 
human activity, especially moving vehicles, 
are more vulnerable to legal and illegal 
shooting. 

Fragmentation and Isolation of 
Populations 

Some species of animals simply refuse 
to cross barriers as wide as a road. For these 


In one of the first studies on habitat 
isolation byroads, D.J. Oxley and co-workers 
in southeastern Ontario and Quebec found 
that small forest mammals such as the East- 
ern Chipmunk, Gray Squirrel, and White- 
footed Mouse rarely ventured onto road 
surfaces when the distance between forest 
margins (road clearance) exceeded 20 me- 
ters. The authors suggested that divided 
highways with a clearance of 90 meters or 
more may be as effective barriers to the 
dispersal of small mammals as water bodies 
twice as wide. Earlier work in Africa had 
shown that tortoises, and young Ostrich, 
Warthogs, and African Elephants, had diffi- 
culty crossing roads with steep embank- 
ments. In Germany, Mader found that sev- 
eral species of woodland carabid beetles and 
two species of forest-dwelling mice rarely or 
never crossed two-lane roads. Even a small, 
unpaved forest road closed to public traffic 
constituted a barrier. All of these animals 
were physically capable of crossing roads, 
but appeared to be psychologically con- 
strained from venturing into such openings. 
In Ontario, Merriam and co-workexs found 
that narrow gravel roads were "quantitative 
barriers" to White-footed Mice in forest frag- 
ments; many fewer mice crossed roads than 
moved an equal distance in the forest along- 
side roads. 

In forests, a road clearance constitutes 
an obviously contrastinghabitat. One might 
expect that the barrier effect of roads would 
be less severe in more open habitats, where 
the contrast between the road and adjoining 
habitat is less. Yet, a study by Garland and 
Bradley of the effects of a four-lane highway 
on rodents in the Mojave Desert found that 
rodents almost never crossed the road. Of 
eight species captured, marked, and recap- 
tured, only an adult male Antelope Ground 
Squirrel crossed the entire highway. No 
roadkills were observed, suggesting that few 
rodents ever ventured onto the highway. 

Animals far more mobile than rodents 
and beetles may hesitate to cross roads. In 
the Southern Appalachians, Brody and Pel- 
ton found that radio-collared Black Bears 
almost never crossed an interstate highway. 
In general, the frequency at which bears 
crossed roads varied inversely with traffic 
volume. Bears appeared to react to increas- 
ing road densities by shifting their home 
ranges to areas of lower road density. The 
power of flight may not override the barrier 
effect of roads for some bird species. Many 


tropical forest birds are known to be averse to 
crossing water gaps no wider than a highway. 
Further research is needed to determine if 
these species react to road clearings as they 
do to water gaps. 

Thus, populations of many animal spe- 
v. es divided by a heavily traveled road may 
be just as isolated from one another as if they 
were separated by many miles of barren 
urban or agricultural land. Larry Harris and 
Peter Gallagher, writing in a recent Defend- 
ers of Wildlife publication on habitat corri- 
dors ("Preserving Communities & Corri- 
dors" available from Defenders, 1244 19th 
St. NW, Washington, DC 20036; $10 each), 
put the road fragmentation problem into 
proper perspective: "Consider this triple 
jeopardy: At the same time that develop- 
ment reduces the total amount of habitat, 
squeezing remaining wildlife into smaller 
and more isolated patches, the high-speed 
traffic of larger and wider highways elimi- 
nates more and more of the remainingpopu- 
lations." To the extent that various plant 
species depend on road-averse animals for 
dispersal, roads fragment plant populations 
as well. 

Pollution 

Pollution from roads begins with con- 
struction. An immediate impact is noise 
from construction equipment, and noise 
remains a problem along highways with 
heavy traffic. Animals respond to noise 
pollution by altering activity patterns, and 
with an increase in heart rate and production 
of stress hormones. Sometimes animals 
become habituated to increased noise levels, 
and apparently resume normal activity. But 
birds and other wildlife that communicate 
by auditory signals maybe at a disadvantage 
near roads. Many male birds, frogs and 
toads, and insects use song to attract females. 
How can these guys get laid if highway traffic 
drowns out their serenades? Highway noise 
can also disrupt territory establishment and 
defense. A study by Andrew Barrass found 
that toads and treefrogs showed abnormal 
reproductive behavior in response to high- 
way noise. 

Vehicles emit a variety of pollutants, 
including heavy metals, carbon dioxide, and 
carbon monoxide, all of which may have 
Serious cumulative effects. Combustion of 
gasoline containing tetraethyl lead, and 
wear of tires containing lead oxide, result in 
lead contamination of roadsides. Although 
unleaded gasoline now accounts for more 
than half of all gasoline used in the US, lead 
persists in soils and the food web for long 
periods. In Kansas, lead levels in roadside 
soils and vegetation in the early 1980s were 
two to three times greater than from near 
roads with similar traffic volumes in 1973 
and 1974, when the use of unleaded gasoline 
was 42% lower. 

Many studies have documented in- 
creasing levels of lead in plants with proxim- 
ity to roads, and with increases in traffic 
volume. Plant roots take up lead from the 
soil, and leaves take it up from contaminated 
air or from particulate matter on the leaf 
surface. This lead moves up the food chain, 
with sometimes severe toxic effects on ani- 
mals, including reproductive impairment, 
renal abnormalities, and increased mortality 
rates. Food chain effects can switch between 
aquatic and terrestrial pathways. Lead con- 
centrations in tadpoles living near highways 
can be high enough to cause physiological 
and reproductive impairment in birds and 
mammals that prey on tadpoles. 

Less is known about the effects of other 
heavy metals, such as zinc, cadmium, and 
nickel. Motor oil and tires contain zinc and 
cadmium; motor oil and gasoline contain 
nickel. These metals, like lead, have been 
found to increase with proximity to roads, 
and with increasing traffic volume and de- 
creasing soil depth. Earthworms have been 
found to accumulate all these metals, in 
concentrations high enough to kill earth- 
worm-eating animals. These roadside con- 
taminants can be carried far from roads by 
wind and water. Lead contamination has 
been noted up to 100 miles from the nearest 
metropolitan area. 

The maintenance of roads and road- 
sides also introduces a variety of pollutants 
into roadside ecosystems. Americans like 
their roads free of ice and dust, and their 
roadsides free of weeds. Approximately 25% 
of all herbicides sold in the United States for 
non-agricultural purposes are used in high- 
way maintenance. The effects of herbicides 
on wildlife and ecosystems have been poorly 
studied, but anyone who has witnessed the 
destruction of wildflowers and other plants 
along roadsides (even through parks) for the 
sake of tidiness has cause to complain. 

Highway de-icing programs are notori- 
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ous sources of saline pollution. In the early 
1970s, It was estimated that 9-10 million 
tons of sodium chloride, 1 1 million tons of 
abrasives, and 30,000 tons of calcium chlo- 
ride were used in the US each year for high- 
way de-icing. As noted above, many animals 
are attracted to this salt and end up as 
roadkills or at least get a dose of the salt's 
toxic additives, including cyanide com- 
pounds. Drainage of salt-laden water from 
roads into aquatic ecosystems may stimulate 
growth of blue-green algae; the chloride 
concentration of major water bodies near 
urban areas has been found to increase by as 
much as 500%. Furthermore, sodium and 
calcium ion exchange with mercury releases 
toxic mercury into these systems. The cya- 
nide ions from rust-inhibiting additives are 
extremely toxic to fish. 

In many rural areas, waste oil from 
crankcases is sprayed onto unpaved roads for 
dust control. A 1974 study estimated that 
some 100 million gallons of waste oil are 
sprayed on dirt roads in the US each year. 
Only about 1% of this oil remains in the top 
inch of a road surface. Much of it reaches 
water bodies, where it coats the surface, lim- 


verges. In 1941, L.M. Huey documented a 
range extension of pocket gophers along a 
new road in the arid Southwest. Meadow 
voles have been found to colonize new areas 
by dispersing along the grassy rights-of-way 
(ROWs) of interstate highways. Roads also 
facilitate dispersal of prairie dogs. In 1983, 
Adams and Geis reported that more species 
of rodents may be found in highway ROWs 
than in adjacent habitats, though several 
species avoid ROW habitat. Birds associated 
with grassland or edge habitat, such as the 
European Starling, Brewer's and Red-winged 
Blackbirds, Brown-headed Cowbird, Indigo 
Bunting, White-throated Sparrow, Song 
Sparrow, and Killdeer, all have been found to 
increase in abundance near roads. Cliff and 
Bam Swallows, Starlings, House Sparrows, 
and Rock Doves (the latter three are exotic 
species in North America) often nest and 
roost in highway bridges. Many species of 
birds and mammals feed on roadkill carrion. 

Some people claim that increases in 
grassland, edge, and other opportunistic 
species near roads constitute a benefit of 
roads. But increased density near roads may 
not be favorable for the animals involved, if 


iting oxygen exchange and sunlight penetra- 
tion and having toxic effects on aquatic or- 
ganisms. 

Impacts on Terrestrial Habitats 

The impacts of roads on terrestrial eco- 
systems include direct habitat loss; facili- 
tated invasion of weeds, pests, and patho- 
gens, many of which are exotic (alien); and a 
variety of edge effects. Roads themselves 
essentially preempt wildlife habitat. A 1974 
report by the Council on Environmental 
Quality estimated that one mile of interstate 
highway consumes up to 48 acres of habitat. 
Logging roads result in the clearing of about 
50 acres for each square mile of commercial 
forest (i.e., 10 acres are deforested for every 
mile of road, and each square mile of forest 
averages 5 miles of road). Road construction 
also kills animals and plants directly, and 
may limit long-term site productivity of 
roadsides by exposing low nutrient subsoils, 
reducing soil water holding capacity, and 
compacting surface materials. It also makes 
slopes more vulnerable to landslides and 
erosion, which in turn remove additional 
terrestrial wildlife habitat and degrade 
aquatic habitats. 

Some species thrive on roadsides, but 
most of these are weedy species. In the Great 
Basin, rabbitbrush is usually more abundant 
and vigorous along hard-surfaced roads than 
anywhere else, because it takes advantage of 
the runoff water channeled to the shoulders. 
Although certainly attractive, the common 
rabbitbrush species are in no danger of de- 
cline, as they invade disturbed areas such as 
abandoned farmsteads and fencerows, and 
are considered an indicator of overgrazing. 
In the Mojave Desert, Creosote Bush is an- 
other abundant species that opportunisti- 
cally exploits the increased moisture levels 
along roadsides. 

Many of the weedy plants that domi- 
nate and disperse along road- 


the road exposes them to higher mortality 
from heavy metal poisoning or collision 
with vehicles. In this sense, a road can be an 
"ecological trap" and a "mortality sink" for 
animal populations. Furthermore, the spe- 
cies that may benefit from roads are primar- 
ily those that tolerate or even thrive on hu- 
man disturbance of natural landscapes, and 
therefore do not need attention from conser- 
vationists (except occasionalcontrol). Many 
of these weedy species are exotic, and have 
detrimental effects on native species. 

Edge effects, once considered favorable 
for wildlife because many game species (e.g.. 
White-tailed Deer, Eastern Cottontail, 
Northern Bobwhite) are edge-adapted, are 
now seen as one of the most harmful conse- 
quences of habitat fragmentation. Espe- 
cially when it cuts through an intact forest, a 
road introduces a long swath of edge habitat. 
Forest edge is not a line, but rather a zone of 
influence that varies in width depending on 
what is measured. Changes in microclimate, 
increased blowdowns, and other impacts on 
vegetation may extend 2-3 tree-heights into 
a closed-canopy forest. Shade-intolerant 
plants, many of them exotic weeds, colonize 
the edge and gradually invade openings in 
the forest interior. Dan Janzen found weedy 
plant species invading treefall gaps in a Costa 
Rican forest up to 5 kilometers from the 
forest edge. Changes in vegetation structure 
and composition from edge effects can be 
more persistent than effects of clearcutting, 
from which at least some forest types will 
eventually recover, if left alone. 

The Brown-headed Cowbird, originally 
abundant in the Great Plains but now 
throughout most of North America because 
of forest fragmentation, is known to pene- 
trate forests at least 200 meters from edge. 
The cowbird is a brood parasite that lays its 
eggs in the nests of other bird species and can 
significantly reduce the reproductive success 


sides are exotics. In some cases, 
these species spread from road- 
sides into adjacent native com- 
munities. In much of the west, 
Spotted Knapweed has become a 
serious agricultural pest. This 
Eurasian weed invades native 
communities from roadsides, as 
does the noxious Tansy 
Ragwort. In Florida, a state 
plagued by exotic plants, one of 
the biggest offenders is Brazilian 
Pepper. This tall, fast-growing 
shrub readily colonizes roadside 
habitats. When soil in adjacent 
native habitats is disturbed by 
off-road vehicles, Brazilian Pep- 
per invades. Invasion by Brazil- 
ian Pepper and other roadside 
exotics is becoming a serious 
problem in the Atlantic coastal 
scrubs of south Florida, commu- 
nities endemic to Florida and 
containing many rare species. 
Another invasive exotic, 
Melaleuca, is expanding from 
roadsides and dominating 
south Florida wetlands. In 
southwest Oregon and north- 
west California, an apparently 
introduced root-rot fungus is 
spreading from logging roads 
and eliminating populations of 
the endemic Port Orford Cedar. 



Opportunistic animal spe- Roads and Spotted Knapweed are common companions on the 
cies also may benefit from roads. Flathead National Forest. Though it was once closed and 
Grassland rodents, for example, dropped from the Flathead's road inventory, this road now 
sometimes extend their ranges detours around a kelly hump (earth berm) to wind through 
by dispersing along highway Spotted Knapweed along the Swan River floodplain. 



of its hosts. Forest birds, most of which did wise alter the stream channel. Culverts and 

not evolve with the cowbird and are not well bridges alter flow patterns and can restrict 

adapted to its parasitism, may show serious passage of fish. Channelization removes 

declines in areas where cowbirds have be- natural diverse substrate materials, increases 

come common. In addition, many oppor- sediment loads, creates a shifting bed load 

tunistic nest predators, such as jays, crows, inimical to bottom-dwelling organisms, 

Raccoons, and Opossums, are common in simplifies current patterns, lowers the 

roadside environments (partially because of stream channel and drains adjacent wet- 

supplemental food in the form of carrion) lands, reduces the stability of banks, and 

and often concentrate their predatory activi- exacerbates downstream flooding, 

ties near edges. Increases in nest predation The impacts of roads on fish and fisher- 

from these opportunists can extend up to ies have long concerned biologists. In- 

600 meters from an edge, as shown by David creased erosion of terrestrial surfaces almost 

Wilcove using artificial nest experiments. inevitably results in increased sedimenta- 
A narrow logging road with no main- tion of streams and other water bodies. Even 

tained verge would not be expected to gener- the best designed roads produce sediment, 

ate substantial edge effects, particularly if and unpaved roads continue to produce sedi- 

surrounded by a tall forest canopy. In this ment for as longas they remain unvegetated, 

sense, the road would not differ much from A divided highway requiring exposure of 10 

a hiking trail (even trails create some edge to 35 acres per mile during construction 

effects, however, such as invasion of weedy produces as much as 3000 tons of sediment 

plants caused by pant-legs dispersal). As per mile. In a study of the Scott Run Basin in 

forest roads are "improved, ” road clearance Virginia, Guy and Ferguson found that high- 

increases and allows more penetration of way construction contributed 85% of the 


sunlight and wind. Edge species are then 
attracted to these openings. Two-lane roads 
with maintained rights-of-way and all inter- 
state highways are lined by edge habitat. A 
forest criss-crossed by improved roads may 
be largely edge habitat, and its value for 
conservation of native flora and fauna di- 
minished accordingly. 


sediment within the basin. The yield was 10 
times that normally expected from culti- 
vated land, 200 times that from grasslands, 
and 2000 times thatfrom forest land. Studies 
in northwestern California show that about 
40% of total sediment is derived from roads 
and 60% from logged areas. Much of the 
sedimentation associated with roads occurs 


Impacts on Hydrology and 
Aquatic Habitats 

Road construction alters the hydrology 
of watersheds through changes in water 
quantity and quality, stream channel mor- 
phology, and ground water levels. Paved 
roads increase the amount of impervious 
surface in a watershed, resulting in substan- 
tial increases in peak runoff and storm dis- 
charges. That usually means flooding down- 
stream. Reduced evapotranspiration within 
road rights-of-way may also result in in- 
creased runoff and streamflows. However, 
increases in streamflows in forested water- 
sheds are not usually significant unless 15% 
or more of the forest cover is removed by 
road construction and associated activities 
such as logging. 

When a road bed is raised above the 
surrounding land surface, as is normally the 
case, it will act as a dam and alter surface 
sheet flow patterns, restricting the amount 
of water reaching downstream areas. Mike 
Duever and co-workers found this to be a 
significant problem in the Big Cypress-Ever- 
glades Ecosystem of south Florida. Ditches 
dug for road drainage often drain adjacent 
wetlands as well. The US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, in 1962, estimated that 99,292 acres 
of wetlands in western Minnesota had been 
drained as a result of highway construction. 
This drainage occurred at a rate of 2.33, 2.62, 
and 4 . 10 acres of wetland per mile of road for 
state and federal, county, and township 
highways, respectively. 

Roads concentrate surface water flows, 


during mass movements (i.e., landslides) 
rather than chronic surface erosion. Roads 
dramatically increase the frequency of land- 
slides and debris flows. Studies in Oregon 
have found that roads trigger up to 130 times 
more debris torrents than intact forest. 

Increased sediment loads in streams 
have been implicated in fish declines in 
many areas. A 1959 study on a Montana 
stream, reported by Leedy in 1975, found a 
94% reduction in numbers and weight in 
large game fish due to sedimentation from 
roads. Salmonids are especially vulnerable to 
sedimentation because they lay their eggs in 
gravel and small rubble with water flow suf- 
ficient to maintain oxygen supply. Fine 
sediments may cement spawning gravels, 
impeding the construction of redds. In- 
creases in fine sediments also reduce the 
availability of oxygen to eggs and increase 
embryo mortality. Stowell and co-workers 
reported that deposition of 25% fine sedi- 
ments in spawning rubble or gravel reduces 
fry emergence by 50%. Sedimentation also 
has negative effects on the invertebrate food 
supply of many fish. Furthermore, destruc- 
tion of riparian vegetation by road construc- 
tion results in higher water temperatures, 
which reduces dissolved oxygen concentra- 
tions and increases fish oxygen demands (a 
"double whammy"). If the fishing public 
was adequately informed of the negative 
effects of roads on fisheries, perhaps all but 
the laziest would demand that most roads on 
public lands be closed and revegetated! 

INDIRECT EFFECTS 


which in turn increases erosion. Megahan 
and Kidd, in 1972, found that erosion from 
logging roads in Idaho was 220 times greater 
than erosion from undisturbed sites. Log- 
ging roads used by more than 16 trucks per 
day may produce 130 times more sediment 
than do roads used only by passenger cars. 
Incision of a slope by roadcuts in mountain- 
ous areas may intercept subsurface flow 
zones, converting subsurface flow to surface 
slow and increasing streamflow rates. Water 
tables are almost always lowered in the vicin- 
ity of a road. 

Where a road crosses a stream, engi- 
neers usually divert, channelize, or other- 


Access 

The most insidious of all effects of roads 
is the access they provide to humans and 
their tools of destruction. Let's face it, the 
vast majority of humans do not know how to 
behave in natural environments. Fearful of 
experiencing Nature on its own terms, they 
bring along their chainsaws, ATVs, guns, 
dogs and ghetto-blasters. They harass virtu- 
ally every creature they meet, and leave their 
mark on every place they visit. The more 
inaccessible we can keep our remaining wild 
areas to these cretins, the safer and healthier 
these areas will be. Those humans who 
continued on page 4 
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Effects of Roads 



continued from page 3 

respect the land are willing to walk long 
distances. If this is an "elitist" attitude, so be 
it; the health of the land demands restric- 
tions on human access and behavior. 

Many animal species decline with in- 
creasing road density precisely because roads 
bring humans with guns. For many large 
mammals, road aversion is not related to any 
intrinsic qualities of the road, but rather to 
their learned association of roads with dan- 
ger.' In other cases, mammals may continue 
to use roads because they provide conven- 
ient travelways or food supply, but are un- 
able to maintain populations where road 
densities are high because of the mortality 
they suffer from legal or illegal hunting, or 
roadkill. 

An historical study by Richard Thiel in 
northern Wisconsin, supplemented by 
modern radio-telemetry, showed that road 
density was the best predictor of Gray Wolf 
habitat suitability. As road density increased 
in the study area, the Wolf population de- 
clined. Wolves failed to survive when road 
densities exceeded .93 mile per square mile 
(.58 km per square km). Similar studies in 
Michigan and Ontario by Jensen and co- 
workers, and in Minnesota by Mech and co- 
workers, found a virtually identical thresh- 
old level for the occurrence of Wolves. Roads 
themselves do not deter Wolves. In fact, 
Wolves often use roads for easy travel or to 
prey on the edge-adapted White-tailed Deer. 
But roads provide access to people who 
shoot, snare, trap, or otherwise harass 
wolves. David Mech found that over half of 
all known Wolf mortality was caused by 
humans, despite the "protection" of the 
Endangered Species Act. 

Many other large mammal species have 
been found to decline with increasing road 
access. The Florida Panther once ranged 
throughout the Southeast, from South Caro- 
lina through southern Tennessee into Ar- 
kansas, Louisiana and extreme eastern Texas. 
It is now restricted to south Florida, an area 
of poor deer and Panther habitat, but the last 
large roadless area available in its range. 
Problems associated with roads - roadkill, 
development, and illegal shooting — are 
now driving it to extinction. A population 
viability analysis has determined an 85% 
probability of extinction in 25 years, and a 
mean time to extinction of 20 years. Pro- 
posed management interventions still yield 
75% to 99% probabilities of extinction 
within 100 years. 

Recently, Seminole Chief James Billie 
shot a Panther with a shotgun from his 
pickup truck in the Big Cypress Swamp, ate 
it, and claimed this murder was a native 
religious ritual. Billie eventually won his 
case, not on religious grounds, but because 
taxonomists could not prove beyond all 
reasonable doubt that the skull found in 
Billie's possession was that of a Florida 
Panther, Felis concolor subspecies coryi (the 
various subspecies of Cougar differ little 
from one another in morphology). 

Biologists agree that the only hope for 
the Panther is 

reestablishment of populations elsewhere 
within its historic range. But is there any- 
where with low enough road density to be 
safe? The best opportunity seems to be the 
1.2 million acres in and around Okefenokee 
National Wildlife Refuge in southern Geor- 
gia and Osceola National Forest in north 
Florida, recently connected by purchase of 
Plnhook Swamp and its transfer to the Forest 
Service. Experimenters testing the feasibility 
of Panther reintroduction in this area re- 
leased 5 neutered and radio-collared Texas 
Cougars, a subspecies closely related to F.c. 
coryi, into this habitat. Within a month, one 
cat died of unknown causes. Two more cats 
were killed by hunts soon thereafter. The 
final two cats discovered livestock (a goat 
pasture and an exotic game reserve), and 
were removed from the wild. This setback in 
the Panther reintroduction program demon- 
strates that even one of the wildest areas in 
the Southeast is still far too human-acces- 
sible for Panthers to survive. Except for the 
wettest part of the Okefenokee Swamp, the 
poorest Panther habitat, the area is riddled 
with roads and swarming with gun-toting 
"Crackers" and their hounds. 

Other large mammals that suffer from 
road access include Cougars (western version 
of F.c.) and Grizzly Bears. A radio-telemetry 
study in Arizona and Utah, by Van Dyke and 
co-workers, found that Cougars avoided 
roads (especially paved and improved dirt 
roads) whenever possible, and established 
home ranges in areas with the lowest road 
densities. In southeastern British Columbia, 
McLellan and Mace found that a dispropor- 
tionate amount of Grizzly Bear mortality 
occurred near roads. Of 1 1 known deaths, 7 


bears were definitely shot and another 3 were 
probably shot from roads. Dood and co- 
workers found that 32% of all hunting mor- 
tality and 48% of all non-hunting mortality 
of Grizzlies in Montana occurred within one 
mile of a road. Knick and Kasworm recently 
found that illegal shooting was the primary 
cause of death for Grizzlies in the Selkirk and 
Cabinet-Yaak ecosystems, and concluded 
that the ability of regions to maintain viable 
populations of Grizzly Bears is related to road 
density and human access. 

Road access imperils Black Bears, too. In 
the Southern Appalachians, Mike Pelton has 
estimated that bears cannot maintain viable 
populations when road density exceeds .8 
miles of road per square mile. Later studies 
found that the situation is more compli- 
cated, and is related to traffic volume and 
other road use factors. The primary effect of 
roads on bears in the Southern Appalachians 
is to expose them to increased hunting. 
Hunting with the aid of trained hounds is the 
major source of mortality for bears in this 
region, including within National Parks and 
other sanctuaries, and is encouraged by the 
trade in bear gall bladders to the Oriental 
market. 

The problem of road access and over- 
hunting is often attributed to inadequacies 
of human ethics and law enforcement, 
rather than to any effect of the roads them- 
selves. But as Richard Thiel pointed out, in 
discussing the Gray Wolf in northern Wis- 
consin, "Ultimately, the survival of wolves 
will depend on a change in human attitudes. 
Until then road densities are important in 
determining whether an area can sustain a 
viable population of wolves." We may have 
to wait a long time before attitudes toward 
Nature improve, but roads can be closed 
today. 

Other consequences of road access in- 
cludeovercollectingofrareplants (e.g., cacti, 
orchids, and ginseng) and animals (e.g., 
snakes for the pet trade), the removal of 
snags near roadsides by firewood cutters, and 
increased frequency of fire ignitions. Re- 
moval of snags eliminates habitat for the 
many cavity-nesting and roosting birds and 
mammals. In the Blue Mountains of eastern 
Oregon and Washington, for example, 39 
bird and 23 mammal species use snags for 
nesting or shelter. Woodpeckers are among 
the cavity-nesting birds known to be criti- 
cally important in dampening forest insect 
outbreak. Thus, snag removal along road- 
sides is an anthropogenic edge effect that 
may have far-reaching effects on entire eco- 
systems. 

Humans are suspected to cause at least 
90% of wild fires in the US, over half of which 
begin along roads. In 1941, Shaw and co- 
workers reported 78% of all anthropogenic 
fires occurred with 265 feet of a road. In New 


The US Interstate Highway System was 
started in 1956 with the passage of a national 
gasoline tax. Big bucks and political clout 
have driven the system through almost every 
natural ecosystem in the country. Typically, 
the full environmental costs of these inter- 
state construction projects are never tallied. 
Only in the last decade have environmental 
impacts been examined in detail when con- 
sidering the building of new sections of 
interstate highway, and merely cosmetic 
changes in design or route have been the 
outcome. 

The cumulative impact of the entire US 
Interstate System on natural diversity has 
never been adequately analyzed. A separate 
(piecemeal) environmental impact state- 
ment (EIS) is usually prepared for each new 
section of the system. Rarely has there been 
any intensive follow-up by federal or state 
regulatory agencies after a highway is con- 
structed to determine the real impact of the 
roadway and associated development activi- 
ties on natural diversity. 

The Federal Highway Administration 
has been particularly negligent in failing to 
support data collection on roadkills, and 
wildlife monitoring and analysis. The lack of 
tunnels and underpasses at places where 
natural wildlife corridors and traffic collide, 
and the failure of state and federal depart- 
ments of transportation to install fine mesh 
fencing along critical parts of interstates to 
protect reptiles and amphibians, indicates 


Jersey, the origins of 75% of all forest fires 
were traced to roadsides. 

Although fire is a natural process with 
benefic' : I effects on many ecosystems, natu- 
ral fires and anthropogenic fires differ in 
many ways. One important difference is 
frequency; anthropogenic fires may occur 
more frequently than the natural fire return 
interval for a given ecosystem type. Another 
important difference is seasonality. In Flor- 
ida, for example, most anthropogenic fires 
occur in winter, whereas natural lightning 
fires occur in late spring and summer. Re- 
search in Longleaf Pine-Wiregrass communi- 
ties, which under natural conditions experi- 
ence low-intensity ground fires at 2 to 5 year 
intervals, has determined that summer fires 
promote higher herbaceous plant diversity 
and flowering. Winter fires caused by hu- 
mans tend to promote monotonous, shrub- 
dominated (e.g.. Saw Palmetto) communi- 
ties. It is a curious contradiction that the US 
Forest Service often justifies high road densi- 
ties as necessary to provide fire control, when 
in fact most fires begin along roads. 

Of the disturbances promoted by road 
access, perhaps the most devastating is de- 
velopment. Highways introduce pressures 
for commercial development of nearby land. 
Highway interchanges inevitably become 
nodes of ugly commercialism. Arterial 
streets encourage commercial strip develop- 
ment, and new rural and suburban roads 
bring in commercial, industrial, and residen- 
tial development. Internationally funded 
road-building in Third World countries in- 
troduces hordes of immigrants, who quickly 
cut and burn the native forest. In Brazilian 
Amazonia, Philip Fearnside reported that 
road development funded by the World 
Bank facilitates the entry of settlers whose 
land claims (established by clearing the for- 
est) justify building more roads. Thus, roads 


that the Bush administration has no inten- 
tion of taking measures to reduce the impact 
of interstate highways on Threatened and 
Endangered Species. With a rapidly growing 
number of Threatened and Endangered Spe- 
cies being "harmed" by the Interstate Sys- 
tem, it appears that major infractions of the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) may be occur- 
ring. 

To correct this problem, the Earth First! 
Biodiversity Project has petitioned the Secre- 
tary of the US Department of Transportation 
(DOT) to prepare a comprehensive environ- 
mental Impact statement to address the 
impact of the entire Interstate Highway Sys- 
tem on all candidate and US listed Threat- 
ened and Endangered Species and their eco- 
systems. The EIS process must also include 
actions to prevent continuing or future 
harm, killing, or harassment of these species, 
pursuant to the provisions of the ESA. 

The National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) requires the Department of Trans- 
portation to evaluate the impact of the Inter- 
state Highway System not only on an indi- 
vidual, section -by-section basis as each is 
planned and constructed, but cumulatively 
at local, regional and national levels. These 
impacts must also be reassessed periodically. 
Yet the DOT has failed to adequately assess, 
much less alleviate, the adverse impact these 
highways are having on animals and plants 
protected by the ESA. 

State and federal highway planning 


and deforestation interact in a positive feed- 
back relationship. Roads bring settlement 
and development, which in turn call for 
more roads. 

Cumulative Effects 

So far, this article has discussed effects 
of roads mostly in isolation from one an- 
other. Indeed, almost all research on road 
problems has looked at one factor at a time, 
be it lead pollution, roadkill, edge effects, or 
access. In real ecosystems, however, these 
factors interact in complex ways, with long- 
term effects at several levels of biological 
organization. 

To illustrate the complexity of possible 
impacts, consider this scenario: A network of 
roads is built into prime Gray Wolf habitat in 
northern hardwoods forest. Hunters flock 
into the area, depressing the Wolf popula- 
tion. Some Wolves are killed by vehicles. 
Eventually, the Wolf becomes extinct in this 
region. In the absence of Wolf predation, 
and with the abundance of brushy roadside 
edge habitat, the White-tailed Deer popula- 
tion explodes. Fires started by humans along 
roadsides create even more deer habitat. 
Hunters and vehicles take some deer, but 
they cannot keep up. The burgeoning deer 
population overbrowses the forest, eliminat- 
ing regeneration of favored Eastern Hem- 
lock, Arbor Vitae, Canada Yew, and a num- 
ber of rare herbaceous plants. As a result, the 
floristic composition and vegetation struc- 
ture of the forest gradually change. With 
reduced understory density due to heavy 
browsing, many warblers and other forest 
songbirds undergo serious declines. With 
Wolves gone, opportunistic medium-sized 
mammals ("mesopredators") such as Opos- 
sums and Raccoons increase in abundance 
and feed on the eggs and nestlings of song- 


agencies have also failed to carry out man- 
dated mitigation measures once highway 
construction is completed. The failure to 
implement agreed-upon public access re- 
striction along the newly completed 1-75 
(Slaughter Alley) through the Everglades 
Wetland Ecosystem in Florida, is but one 
recent example. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
must also bear its share of responsibility for 
not protecting Threatened and Endangered 
Species from activities associated with the 
Interstate System. The FWS has failed to 
properly meet its requirements, under the 
ESA, to conduct Section 7 consultations and 
to prepare biological opinions to accurately 
assess the impact of US highways on all listed 
and candidate species. The EF! Biodiversity 
Project is taking administrative steps to cor- 
rect this deficiency at all FWS regional of- 
fices. 

We expect these efforts to meet strong 
opposition and perhaps to ultimately be 
resolved in the federal courts. We urge activ- 
ists to write the Secretary of the US Depart- 
ment of Transportation and their senators 
and representatives in support of a thorough 
analysis of the impact of the Interstate High- 
way System on rare and endangered species. 
Full disclosure would reveal a serious prob- 
lem, perhaps requiring controversial 
changes in how the Interstate System is 
managed. 

—Jasper Carlton 


Earth First! Challenges 
Interstate Highway System 
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Erosion effects are clearly visible on this road built up Mount Hopkins in the Coronado National 
Forest. The road was cut to allow an astronomical observatory. 


birds, many of which nest on or near the 
ground, further depressing their numbers. 
Brown-headed Cowbirds parasitize these 
beleaguered songbirds within 200 meters or 
so of road edges. Cutting of snags for fire- 
wood along the roadsides decimates cavity- 
nesting bird populations. Populations of 
insect pests now cycle with greater ampli- 
tude, resulting in massive defoliation. The 
roads also bring in developers, who create 
new residential complexes, and still more 
roads. Roadside pollutants from increased 
traffic levels poison the food chain. The 
original forest ecosystem has been irretrieva- 
bly destroyed. 

This scenario is fictitious, but every part 
of it has been documented somewhere. 
Because many of the animal species most 
sensitive to roads are large predators, we can 
expect a cascade of secondary extinctions 
when these species are eliminated or greatly 
reduced. Recent research confirms that top 
predators are often "keystone species,” upon 
which the diversity of a large part of the 
community depends. When top predators 
are eliminated, such as through roadkill or 
because of increased access to hunters, op- 
portunistic mesopredators increase in abun- 
dance, leading to declines of many songbirds 
and ground-dwelling reptiles and amphibi- 
ans. In the tropics, predator removal can 
lead to an increased abundance of mammals 
that eat large-seeded plants, which in turn 
may result in changes in plant community 
composition and diversity (see John 
Terborgh's article, "The Big Things that Run 
the World," reprinted in Earth First!, 8-89). 

Other keystone species maybe similarly 
vulnerable to roads. The Gopher Tortoise of 
the southeastern US, for example, digs bur- 
rows up to 30 feet long and 15 feet deep. By 
a recent count, 362 species of commensal 
invertebrates and vertebrates have been 
found in its burrows, and many of them can 
live nowhere else. Yet, the slow-moving 
Gopher Tortoise is extremely vulnerable to 
roadkill on the busy highways of this high 
growth region. 'Roads also provide acess to 
developers and poachers, the tortoise's big- 
gest enemies. But the effects of roads on 
Gopher Tortoises can be more subtle. Good 
Gopher Tortoise habitat is Longleaf Pine- 
Wiregrass, which requires frequent summer 
fires to maintain its open structure. Al- 
though, as discussed above, many fires are 
ignited along roadsides, the net effect of 
roads on this habitat has been to stop the 
spread of fires that once covered areas the 
size of several counties. Those roadside fires 
that do ignite are mostly winter burns, which 
are less effective in controlling shrub inva- 
sion. As shrubs, oaks, and other hardwoods 
overtake this ecosystem, they shade out the 
herbaceous plants upon which the herbivo- 
rous Gopher Tortoise depends. 

The net, cumulative effect of roads is to 
diminish the native diversity of ecosystems 
everywhere. Habitats in many different 
places around the world are invaded by virtu- 
ally the same set of cosmopolitan weeds. 
Regions gradually are homogenized — they 
lose their "character." Every place of similar 
climate begins to look the same, and most 
ecosystems are incomplete and missing the 
apex of the food chain. The end result is an 
impoverishment of global biodiversity. 

WHAT CAN BE DONE? 

Mitigation 

The traditional response of public agen- 
cies to road-wildlife conflicts, in those rare 
instances when they do respond, is "mitiga- 
tion," i.e., build the road but design it so as to 
minimize its impacts. For example, barren 
roadsides can be planted and stabilized by 
wire netting in order to reduce erosion, land- 
slides, and sedimentation of streams. Stream 
culverts can be designed to minimize disrup- 
tion offlowand bed morphology. New roads 
can be located, and existing roads relocated, 
outside of critical wildlife habitats (such as 
moist meadows, shrub fields, riparian zones, 
and other Grizzly Bear feeding areas). Speed 
bumps and warning signs can be installed to 
slow down motorists and reduce roadkill. 
Reflective mirrors along roadsides and hood- 
mounted ultrasonic whistles are devices in- 
tended to warn animals of approaching 
death-machines, but are still of unproven 
benefit. 

Road rights-of-way can be managed to 
maximize their potential as native wildlife 
habitat and dispersal corridors. If wide 
swaths of old-gTOWth Longleaf Pines are 
maintained along highway ROWs in the 
Southeast, for example, they may serve to 
connect isolated Red-cockaded Woodpecker 
populations. Such corridors were recom- 
mended by a committee of the American 
Ornithologists' Union. Some evidence sug- 


gests that Red-cockaded Woodpeckers may 
indeed disperse along such corridors, but not 
across long expanses of unsuitable habitat. 
The management of "roadside verges" for 
fauna and flora has a long history in Britain, 
as reviewed by J.M. Way in 1977. 

Undoubtedly, mitigation measures, if 
implemented intelligently, can reduce the 
harmful effects of roads on wildlife. A 1982 
report by Leedy and Adams, for the US De- 
partment of Transportation and Fish and 
Wildlife Service, summarizes a variety of 
design and construction options to mitigate 
the effects of roads. For reducing roadkills, a 
combination of fencing and underpasses has 
proven effective in many instances. Tunnels 
under roads were used as early as 1958 in the 
United Kingdom to reduce roadkill of Badg- 
ers, and have been used in several countries 
to reduce roadkill of amphibians (many 
frogs, toads, and salamanders migrate to 
their breeding ponds on wet spring nights). 
Toad tunnels were constructed as early as 
1969 in Switzerland, and have been built 
throughout much of the United Kingdom, 
West Germany, the Netherlands, and other 
countries under the auspices of the Fauna 
and Flora Preservation Society and Herpe- 
tofauna Consultants International. A pri- 
vate firm, ACO Polymer Products Limited, 
even specializes in the design and produc- 
tion of amphibian tunnel and fencing sys- 
tems (see Defenders 10-89). 

In Colorado, underpasses and deer- 
proof fencing were constructed on 1-70, to 
channel movement of Mule Deer along a 
major migratory route, and have proved 
fairly successful. D.F. Reed and co-workers, 
however, found that many individual deer 
were reluctant to use a narrow underpass (3 
meters wide and high, and 30 meters long), 
and recommended that underpasses be sig- 
nificantly wider. Biologists in various West- 
ern states are experimenting with one-way 
gates that keep most deeroff the highway but 
allow deer that get into the highway ROW to 
escape. In southeastern Australia, Manseigh 
and Scotts constructed a funnel-shaped 
rocky corridor and two tunnels of .9 X 1.2 
meters each beneath a road that bisected the 
breeding area of the rare Mountain Pygmy- 
possum (the only marsupial hibernator 
known). The design proved very successful 
in restoring natural movement and breeding 
behavior of the Pygmy-possums. 

One of the more controversial applica- 
tions of the underpass strategy has been in 
south Florida, for the sake of the Florida 
Panther. As noted above, roadkill is the 
leading known cause of death for this sub- 
species. Thus, when an extension of 1-75 
through the Everglades-Big Cypress Swamp 
was proposed, conservationists reacted with 
alarm. When assured by highway and wild- 
life officials that the new interstate would 
include fences and underpasses for Panthers, 
making it much less dangerous than the 
infamous Panther-smashing Alligator Alley 
which it would replace, many conservation- 
ists (including the Florida Audubon Society 
and the Sierra Club) came out in support of 
the new road. 

How effective will these underpasses be 
in allowing for movement of Panthers and 
other wildlife? Eighty-four bridges are being 
constructed on the 49 miles of new 1-75 in 
Collier county, 46 of them designed solely 
for wildlife movement. Each of these "wild- 
life crossings" consists of three 40-foot spans, 
for a total length of 120 feet with 8 feet of 
vertical clearance. Much of the 120 feet will 


be under water, however, at least in the wet 
season. There is no guarantee that these 
crossings will be functional for Panthers and 
other large mammals. Even Thomas Barry, 
the project manager for the Florida Depart- 
ment of Transportation, admits that the 
ideal solution would have been to build a 
viaduct (elevated highway) across the entire 
stretch, but that this solution was deemed 
too expensive. As advocated by Florida Earth 
First!, the "ideal solution" would be to close 
Alligator Alley and all other roads in the 
Everglades-Big Cypress bioregion, and to 
allow no new roads. The desirability of this 
solution became more evident when we 
learned that the new 1-75 will include recrea- 
tional access sites for ORVs, as recommended 
by the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission. 

The Preferred Alternative 

In evaluating various mitigation op- 
tions for road-wildlife problems, it must be 
remembered that each is a compromise, 
addresses only a subset of the multiple eco- 
logical impacts of roads, and is far less satis- 
factory than outright road closure and oblit- 
eration. The serious conservationist recog- 
nizes that mitigation options should be 
applied only to roads already constructed, 
and which will be difficult to close in the near 
future (i.e., major highways). In such cases, 
construction of viaducts over important 
wildlife movement corridors (as docu- 
mented by roadkills) and other critical natu- 
ral areas should be vigorously pursued. 
Amphibian tunnels and other smallerunder- 
passes also should be constructed where 
needed. But the bottom line is that no new 
roads should be built, and most existing 
roads — especially on public lands — should 
be closed and obliterated. This is the pre- 
ferred alternative! 

A priority system for determining 
which roads should be closed first is neces- 
sary to guide conservation actions toward 
the most deserving targets. The Grizzly Bear 
Compendium (Lefranc et. al. 1987, pp.145- 
46) specifies which kinds of roads should be 
closed on public lands to protect Grizzlies: 
Access roads should be closed after harvest- 
ing and re-stocking, temporary roads and 
landings should be obliterated, collector 
roads and loop roads should be closed in 
most instances, local roads should be closed 
within one season after use, and seismic trails 
and roads should be closed after operations 
have ceased. Bearbiologist Chuck Jonkel has 
long recommended an aggressive road clo- 
sure program on public lands. Public educa- 
tion on the rationale for closures, and strong 
law enforcement, must accompany road 
closure programs if they are to be effective. 


The Grizzly Bear Compendium recommends 
that road use restrictions, such as seasonal 
closures of roads in areas used only season- 
ally by bears, be placed on roads that cannot 
be permanently closed. 

Florida ecologist, Reed Noss, in a series 
of publications, recommended that large 
core areas of public lands be managed as 
roadless "wilderness recovery areas” (a con- 
cept attributable to Dave Foreman). Buffer 
zones surrounding these core areas would 
have limited access for recreation and other 
"multiple-use" activities consistent with 
preservation of the core preserves. Buffer 
zones also would insulate the core areas from 
the intensive uses of the humanized land- 
scape. These large preserve complexes would 
be connected by broad corridors of natural 
habitat to form a regional network. In keep- 
ing with this strategy, Florida Earth First! has 
demanded the closure of at least 90% of road 
miles on Florida National Forests, with the 
priority of closure to be specified through 
ecological studies at a landscape scale. The 
Forest Service has not replied. 

As Keith Hammer has documented, 
however, road closures that appear on paper 
may not function as such on the ground. 
Keith found that 38% of the putative road 
closures on the Flathead National Forest in 
Montana would not bar passenger vehicles. 
The road miles behind the ineffective barri- 
ers represented 44% of the roads reported by 
the Forest Service as being closed to all mo- 
torized vehicles year-round. Gates, earthen 
berms, and other structures are not usually 
effective in restricting road use. This is espe- 
cially true in more open-structured habitats, 
such Longleaf Pine and Ponderosa Pine for- 
ests, where motorists can easily drive around 
barriers. It may be that the only effective 
road closures are those where the road is 
"ripped" and revegetated (see Keith’s accom- 
panying article). 

The Forest Service and other public 
agencies will claim that road closures, re- 
vegetation, and other restorative measures 
are too expensive to be implemented on a 
broad scale. But much of the approximately 
$400 million of taxpayers' money squan- 
dered annually by the Forest Service on be- 
low-cost timber sales goes to road-building. 
Road maintenance is also expensive. Virtu- 
ally all of this money could be channeled 
into road closures and associated habitat 
restoration. This work would be labor-inten- 
sive, and providing income to the many laid 
off loggers, timber sale planners, and road 
engineers — for noble jobs, rather than jobs 
of destruction! Likewise, the huge budgets of 
federal, state, and county highway depart- 
ments could be directed to road closures and 
revegetation, as well as viaducts and under- 
passes to minimize roadkill on roads kept 
open. 

We cannot expect our public agencies 
to shift to a more enlightened roads policy 
without a fight. A lot of people make a lot of 
money designing and building roads, and 
exploiting the resources to which roads lead. 
Nor can we expect the slothful, ignorant 
populace to give up what they see as the 
benefits of roads (fast transportation, easy 
access to recreational areas, scenery without 
a sweat, etc.) for the sake of bears and toads. 
Education of the public, the politicians, and 
our fellow environmentalists about the 
multiple and far-reaching impacts of roads is 
critical. As Aldo Leopold noted, "recrea- 
tional development is a job not of building 
roads into lovely country, but of building 
receptivity into the still unlovely human 
mind." The greatest near-term need is direct 
action in defense of existing roadless areas, 
and to close roads where they are causing the 
most problems for native biodiversity. 

Diamondback is a professional ecologist 
and conservation biologist who contributes 
anonymously to the work of the Earth First! 
Biodiversity Project. Diamondback compiled an 
extensive bibliography for this article. For a 
copy, write the Biodiversity Project. 
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Introduction 

The US Forest Service maintains a sys- 
tem of logging roads 8 times larger than the 
Interstate Highway Systemand atan ecologi- 
cal price that defies analysis. Road construc- 
tion is the most environmentally damaging 
aspect of the ForestService's timber program. 
The agency plans to roughly double its 
365,000 road miles in the next 50 years. The 
presence of roads often disqualifies areas 
from legal Wilderness designation and 
decimates de facto wilderness. 


In order to comply with existing public 
law, regulations, and Forest plan directions, 
each National Forest in the Forest System 
must inventory its road system, analyze the 
impactofthese roads, and implementappro- 
priate road closures. The following Road 
Rippers Guide is based on proven, on-the- 
ground techniques and strategies that have 
secured road closures in various forests. We 
urge activists to apply the same techniques in 
National Forests in their area. 

—Jasper Carlton 


A Road Ripper's Guide 

to the National Forests 


ries. Legally, the Forest Service must close 
and revegetate these abandoned roads so 
that they cease to function as roads. Hold 
that thought; we'll return to it later! 

The Forest Service road inventory usually has 
two categories, long-term and short-term. 
Long-term roads generally are committed to 
future timber harvest access or other uses; 
the Forest Service has made a decision not to 
abandon them in the foreseeable future. 
Short-term roads are acknowledged by the 
Forest Service, even though it hasn't decided 
their fate (FSM 771 1.2). In the interim, short- 
term roads must be included in the Forest 
Service inventory. Both long and short-term 
roads are also known as "system" roads. 

Temporary roads are considered sepa- 
rate from short-term roads, and a decision to 
obliterate them immediately following their 
use for a timber sale or other project is made 
in the planning stage. They do not need to 
be assigned a number or entered into the 
Forest Service inventory (FSM 7711.2). 
Sloppy administration leaves many of these 
roads in use, while not showing them on 
maps or computer inventories. 

What if the Forest Service Errs? 

A faulty Forest Service road administra- 
tion causes wildlife to suffer, and leaves 
. damages unaccounted for. For example, the 
Flathead NF, by ignoring non-inventoried 
roads and off-road-vehicle (ORV) trails, once 
estimated that Grizzly Bear habitat effective- 
ness for its Noisy Face Geographic Unit was 
as high as 93% of potential. Forced to use my 
inventory, however, Forest Service and US 
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) biologists 
estimated that the bear's habitat effective- 
ness was as low as 40% of potential. This 
resulted in a "jeopardy" opinion from the 
FWS. To regain adequate Grizzly Bear use of 
the area, the FS closed, ripped and seeded all 
temporary and short-term roads, and closed 
critical spring and fall habitat areas to ORVs. 

Public pressure forced the Mononga- 
hela NF in West Virginia to conduct a thor- 
ough road inventory, and it found three 
times the roads it 'thought it had (USFS 
1986b)! I conducted a similar inventory in 
the Swan Valley of the Flathead NF (Hammer 
1988) and found that the Forest Service failed 
to list 70% of the short-term and temporary 
roads in the study area. I also found that 80% 
of the "obliterated" and 64% of "abandoned 
and not driveable" roads inventoried by the 
Forest Service were driveable by conven- 
tional passenger vehicles. Since then, Forest 
Service machinery has been rallied to close 


guide partially stem from one provision of 
the National Forest Management Act 
(NFMA), a "statute" passed by Congress in 
1976. The provision for revegetating aban- 
doned roads within ten years is found at 16 
USC 1608(b). This same provision is codified 
as a "regulation" at 36 CFR 219.27(a)(ll). 

We will use the simpler language of the 
FSM whenever possible. If you want to refer 
to the original language of the statute and 
regulations, you can ask any Forest Service 
office for a copy of the NFMA, or the regula- 
tions that guide NFMA implementation (36 
CFR Part 219). You also may obtain copies of 
relevant parts of the FSM from the Forest 
Service. 

Here's what the Forest Service Manual 
requires: 

FSM 7703.1 — Designate as forest devel- 
opment transportation facilities all existing and 
proposed roads, trails, airfields, or other facilities 
that provide access and mobility, and that are 
wholly or partly within, or adjacent to, and that 
serve lands administered by the Forest Service. 
Document each forest development transporta- 
tion facili tyinthe forest development transporta- 
tion plan. 

Reestablish vegetative cover on any unnec- 
essary road-way or area disturbed by road con- 
struction on National Forest System lands within 
1 0 years after the term i nation of the activity that 
required its use and construction. 

FSM 7711.2 — Retain a short-term (not to 
include temporary) facility in the forest develop- 
ment transportation system and record it in the 
plan until all functions as a transportation facil- 
ity cease or until it reaches its planned limited life 
and the occupied area is returned to resource 
production. (Parenthesis in original.) 

FSM 7705-9 — Temporary Roads. Any short- 
lived road not intended to be a part of the forest 
development transportation system and not 
necessary for future resource management. 

FSM 2431.36b — Use temporary roads only for 
short-term non-recurrent purchaser use. 

Seems fairly clear, doesn't it? Once you 
show the Forest Service a road not in the 
inventory, it mu st either close and revegetate 
the road, or add it to the inventory, account 
for its impacts and count it against any appli- 
cable open road density standards. 

You cannot always force the FS to take 
one action over the other, but the more 
"forgotten" roads you find, the further you 
drive it into a comer. If the Forest already is 
laced with too many inventoried roads, the 
Forest Service will be reluctant to add your 
road to its inventory. It may opt instead to 
close and revegetate the road if it isn't needed 
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Introduction 

I have written this guide for people who 
want to protect biodiversity by legally clos- 
ing US Forest Service roads. We have two 
things going for us: 1) laws requiring the 
Forest Service to close and/or obliterate 
many of its roads, and 2) "community 
owned" bulldozers, backhoes, and front-end 
loaders maintained by the Forest Service. 
The key is to put our tax dollars and those 
dozers to good use! 

Legally, the Forest Service is required to 
close and revegetate any road it wents to 
drop from its inventory. It can allow only a 
certain number of inventoried roads to 
remain open to avoid damaging wildlife, 
fish, water quality and other resources. This 
guide will help you force the Forest Service 
(FS) to close and revegetate abandoned 
roads. It also will help you close its roads if 
too many are open to motorized vehicles. 

I have used the process outlined in this 
guide to force the closure and/or revegeta- 
tion of well over 400 roads on the Flathead 
National Forest in Montana. Simply start, 
one road at a time, and you too can become 
a Roads Scholar! 

Why Close Roads? 

Roads pose one of the greatest threats to 
wildlife. For example, researchers know that 
an open road density of one mile of road per 
square mile of land reduces Elk habitat effec- 
tiveness to only 60% of potential. When 
open road density increases to six miles per 
square mile, habitat effectiveness decreases 
to less than 20% (Lyon 1984). 

Black Bears in Southern Appalachia 
begin to avoid Forest Service roads when the 
density exceeds 0.8 miles per square mile 
(Brody 1984). Grizzly Bears generally avoid 
areas of 500 to 600 meters on either side of an 
open road (Aune et. al. 1986, Mattson 1986). 
Open roads contribute to Grizzly Bear mor- 
tality by poaching and, especially during the 
Black Bear hunting season, by mistaken kill- 
ing (Holland 1985). 


Roads have a similar, devastating effect 
on Gray Wolves. Studies show that wolves 
fail to survive in areas where the open road 
density exceeds 0.93 miles per square mile 
(Thiel 1985). 

Sediment from open and closed roads 
damages the environment. In northwest 
Montana, for instance, 80-90% of the sedi- 
ment produced by logging and road con- 
struction generally is attributable directly to 
the road (USFS 1985). The Flathead NF 
estimates that on one of its most pervasive 
and sensitive land types, one mile of road 
produces 98 tons of sediment, 80% of which 
reaches the stream bed (USFS undated). 
Meanwhile, the Forest Service estimates that 
a 10% increase in fine sediment deposition 
in spawning gravel decreases the spawning 
success of Bull Trout by 50% (USFS 1986a). 
The Bull Trout is a candidate for listing as a 
Threatened or Endangered Species. 

Reducing the total road mileage left 
open to motorized travel or bare of vegeta- 
tion is critical to preserving terrestrial wild- 
life, fish, aquatic invertebrates, water qual- 


permanently well over 400 roads. 

Despite reasonably clear procedures 
outlined in laws and the FS Manual, the 
Forest Service continues to err. Looking over 
the Forest Service's shoulder helps to secure 
wildlife habitat. Knowing a little about the 
law and the process of road management will 
help you be more effective. 

The Law and the Forest Service Manual 

We've seen how the FS keeps track of 
roads and how it often errs. Now let's look at 
how it should legally inventory and manage 
roads. 

The Forest Service wrote the Forest Serv- 
ice Manual (FSM) to restate laws and regula- 
tions in a form and language more suitable to 
on-the-ground implementation. The FSM 
guidelines must be consistent with the regu- 
lations and statutes from which they were 
derived. Hence, forest management is sub- 
ject to a three-tier system: 1) statute, 2) 
regulation, and 3) manual. 

The FSM requirements used in this 


in the foreseeable future. 

If the Forest Service decides to add the 
road to its inventory, and there are too many 
open roads in the area, you can force them to 
close your road or a similar one nearby. The 
bottom line to forcing road closures is back- 
ing the Forest Service up against a maximum 
allowable open road density or similar stan- 
dard. 

Limits on Open Road Densities 

If your Forest Plan has a "standard" to 
limit the miles of road left without vegeta- 
tion or open to motorized vehicles, it cannot 
be violated. Doing so would violate NFMA 
(16 USC 1604(i)), which requires that: 

Resource plans and permits, contracts, and 
other instruments for the use and occupancy of 
National Forest System Lands shall be consistent 
with the land management plans... 

The "land management plan” is the 
Forest Plan. The Forest Transportation Plan 
is an "instrument for the use" of the Forest, 
and must comply with the Forest Plan and its 


ity, and high-quality recreation and hunting 
experiences. The FS has a dismal record at 
keeping track of its roads and staying within 
legal road density limits. 

That's why the forests need you and this 
guide. Take this guide along when you visit 
a National Forest. Help enforce a better road 
closure and road ripping program. 

How the Forest Service Keeps Track of 
Roads 

The Forest Service keeps track of roads 
via a combination of maps and computer 
data bases. These records are generally re- 
ferred to as the Forest Transportation Plan. 
The Forest Service usually displays existing 
and proposed roads on larger-scale maps 
such as 1:24,000, 7. 5 -minute, topographic 
quads. Many of the roads shown on the 
larger-scale maps are displayed for public use 
on a smaller scale Forest Visitor or Travel Plan / 
map. Road numbers on these maps should - 
correspond to numbers in the computer data 
base. 

The Travel Map and data base should 
indicate which roads are open and times that 
some are closed. You are likely to find, 
however, that many existing roads are not 
shown on the maps and computer invento- 
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standards. 

Let's look again at the Flathead NF for 
an example of what this means. Ninety 
percent of the Flathead is classified as essen- 
tial, occupied Grizzly Bear habitat. The For- 
est Plan applies a maximum open road den- 
sity standard of one mile per square mile of 
habitat in these areas. Outside of occupied 
Grizzly habitat, Elk and other game habitat 
requirements become the limiting, though 
less stringent factor in determining these 
standards (which can range as high as 3.2 
miles per square mile). 

Given that many Forests may have 
open road densities in excess of six miles per 
square mile, even an Elk open road density 
standard like the Flathead's will help you 
achieve road closures. If your Forest Plan 
does not have a definitive open road density 
standard, you have other means to make the 
Forest Service respond to wildlife concerns. 

Road closures are all the more war- 
ranted if your Forest contains habitat for 
sensitive, Threatened, or Endangered Species 
affected by the human use of open roads. A 
court injunction in Texas closed 500 miles of 
low standard roads near nests of Red-cock- 
aded Woodpeckers (an Endangered Species). 
Administrative appeals and persistent citi- 
zen monitoring have closed or reclaimed 
hundreds of open roads in Grizzly Bear (a 
Threatened Species) habitat in the Flathead 
NF. 

Violations of open road density stan- 
dards in Threatened and Endangered Spe- 
cies' habitats arguably are Endangered Spe- 
cies Act (ESA) and NFMA violations. Re- 
search shows that too many open roads can 


significantly disrupt the normal breeding, 
feeding or sheltering habits of Threatened 
and Endangered species such as the Gray 
Wolf and Grizzly (Aune et. al. 1986, Mattson 
1986, Thiel 1985). Significant disruption is 
considered harassment (50 CFR 17.3) and is 
an illegal "taking" of the species (ESA, sec- 
tions 3 and 9). 

"Sensitive" and "management indica- 
tor" species follow immediately behind 
Threatened and Endangered Species in legal 
requirements for habitat maintenance. Elk, 
for instance, is an indicator species in many 
Forest Plans. The regulations implementing 
NFMA require that habitat for indicator spe- 
cies be maintained or improved (36 CFR 
219.27(a)(6)). Because research has proven 
the negative effects of open roads on Elk 
(Lyon 1984), Forest Plan management re- 
quires road standards. Similarly, the Forest 
Service Handbook (a relative of the Manual), 
requires that FS actions "must not result in 
loss of [sensitive] species viability or create 
significant bends toward Federal listing as 
threatened or endangered" (FSH 2670.32). 

Talk to biologists who research species 
sensitive to roads if your Forest Plan doesn't 
have open road density standards or the 
equivalent. Read the research and work to 
get the Forest Service to adopt an open road 
density standard. Scrutinize how the FS 
calculates densities if your Forest Plan does 
have a density standard. Do not let the FS 
include vast areas of unroaded habitat, or 
habitat unusable during the season in ques- 
tion, in the calculations. This scale effect 
"dilutes" the true open road density. 

Elk studies in the Northwest show that 
a calculation area should not be larger than 
about 7000 acres. The area should not 
greatly exceed 5000 acres for Grizzly Bear. 
Familiarize yourself with pertinent literature 
and force the Forest Service to maintain 
scientific integrity in its calculations. 


Six Steps to Close a Road 

Included in this guide are two form 
letters you should address to the Forest Su- 
pervisor whose road you wish to close. These 
letters can be copied or you can write your 
own. The most effective approach is to file 
the Freedom Of Information Act (FOIA) 
request letter, compare the response you get 
with the requirements of the FSM (listed 
earlier in this guide), and then tailor your 
"demand" letter to best respond to law and 
circumstances. Here are some suggestions: 

1. Get a Forest road map from the 
Supervisor's office. Regulations governing 
the use of off-road-vehicles require each 
Forest to have an ORV management plan (36 
CFR Part 295). Many Forests combine their 
road management map with their ORV re- 
strictions map in a Travel or Forest Visitor's 
Map. (You may want to get the "working" 
quad maps of existing roads used in the 
Forest Transportation Plan inventory. 
However, it takes many of them to cover a 
Forest.) 

2. Keep "A Road Ripper's Guide" handy. 
Keep extra copies of the form letters and your 
Forest maps with you. Keep a camera 
handy — a picture is worth a thousand words! 
When you find a road that violates impor- 
tant wildlife habitat or looks like it shouldn't 
be there, check your Forest Map to see if it is 
shown on the map, and whether it is indi- 
cated to be open or closed. 

3. If you find a road that is not on the 
map and is receiving motor vehicle use: 

a) Carefully draw it on your map in a dark 
line that will photocopy well. 

b) Note the Section, Township, and Range 


numbers shown on the map for the road’s 
location. 

c) Photograph the road and evidence of its 
use. Include in the photo a sign showing the 
Section, Township, Range and a number 
distinguishing this road from others in the 
same Section. This will help you keep track 
of your photos. 

d) Note apparent use of the road, erosion, 
whether the road is revegetating or not, the 
type of habitat accessed by the road, etc. 

e) Send in an FOIA request: 1) Photocopy the 
part of your map that shows the road; 2) 
highlight (in color) the road to remove any 
doubt about which road you are referring to; 
3) write down the Section, Township and 
Range next to the colored road; 4) attach the 
photocopy to the FOIA request form letter or 
its equivalent; and 5) send it to the Forest 
Supervisor. Put the words FOIA REQUEST in 
the upper right of your letter and on the 
envelope. Keep a copy for your records! 
WARNING: NOT USING THE FOIA MAY BE 
HAZARDOUS TO YOUR PROGRESS. 

Written documentation is the best way 
to keep the Forest Service honest, and using 
the FOIA will force it to quickly respond. 
Personal visits to review maps and files are 
useful if you come away with copies of im- 
portant documents. You should send in a 
written account of the important parts of 
your meeting and ask the Forest Service for a 
written response if it disagrees with your 
account. 

4. If you find a road that is on the map 
and receiving motorized use, but should be 
closed: 

a) Use the road number shown on your 
Forest Map and adapt the FOIA request form 
letter by eliminating the first three request 
items and reworking the opening paragraph. 

b) Use the information that the Forest Serv- 
ice supplies and determine if you can u se the 
Forest’s road density calculations and stan- 


dards to make a case for closure. If the road 
violates exceptionally important wildlife 
habitat, you may still make a case based on 
site-specific needs of wildlife species, regard- 
less of road densities. 

5. File the demand letter. Compare the 
information provided in response to your 
FOIA request with the FSM requirements 
listed in this guide. If the circumstances 
warrant one of the three demands listed in 
the demand letter, mark an "X" and send it 
in. 

Don't be bashful — write your own letter 
if the form letter doesn’t fit. You are only 
demanding what the law requires. Wildlife 
and streams need your firm support. 

6. Follow through! If the FS does not 
respond to your FOIA letter within two 
weeks, or to your demand letter within a 
month, contact a member of your congres- 
sional delegation and ask him or her to get an 
answer. Don't be discouraged if the FS is slow 
or uncooperative. Go to the Regional For- 
ester or Chief with your demand, or go 
public. An administrative appeal of the 
Forest's Travel Plan or Forest Plan will en- 
courage the Forest Service to comply. Solicit 
the help of your friends and local environ- 
mental groups to build public- support for 
wildlife-related road closures. The next sec- 
tion provides information to help you articu- 
late your case. 

Making the Case for Road Ripping 

There is a wealth of information show- 
ing that permanent road barriers and road- 
bed ripping are more effective than gates. 
The public often opposes gates because they 
allow Forest Service "administrative" access 
to areas closed to the public. Permanent 
barriers are fair to everyone. 

The FS often argues that road closures 
are expensive. A gate often costs a thousand 
dollars, but an earth or boulder barrier may 
cost less than a hundred. Properly installed 
permanent barriers are virtually impossible 
to breach, whereas gates can easily be 
winched, torched, driven around or driven 
through. 

I conducted a study of 53 Forest Service 
road closures in the Flathead’s Swan Valley 
and found that 38% were ineffective in fully 
restricting passenger vehicles. Fifty-one of 
the 53 closures were gates. Fifty percent of 
the ineffective gates were notkept closed and 
locked! Twenty-five percent were circum- 
vented by "detours," and 10% were ineffec- 
tive due to vandalism (Hammer 1986). 

The Interagency Grizzly Bear Compen- 
dium (IGBC 1987) has made road closure 
recommendations: 

"Roads can be closed by physical barriers, 
gates or other means, but obliterating the 
road is more effective than just posting or 
gating. 

"Obliterate roads, including scarification, 
water-barring and revegetation. 

"Pull downfall over the road. 

"Reshape a length of the roadbed to natural 
conditions to reduce visibility from open 
roads. 

"Remove culverts and bridges. 

While these recommendations may 
appear to be Earth FirstS's, they come from 
professional bear biologists, many of whom 
work for the Forest Service. Furthermore, FS 
regulations indicate that abandoned roads 
must be closed to ORVs, not just blocked off 
to conventional passenger vehicles. 

ORVs cannot be u sed off Forest develop- 
ment roads in "a manner which damages or 
unreasonably disturbs the land, wildlife, or 
vegetative resources" (36 CFR 261.13(h)). 
Also, the Forest Service must "reestablish 
vegetative cover [on abandoned roads] 


. . .until all functions as a transportation facil- 
ity cease... and the occupied area is returned 
to resource production" (FSM 7703.1 and 
7711.2 ). 

How many times have we seen an aban- 
doned road, perhaps blocked off at the en- 
trance, barren and rutted by ORV use? While 
the Forest Service can rely on "natural" re- 
vegetation after closure (16 USC 1608(b)), it 
still has the legal duty to protect the soil and 
vegetation and to insure that the disturbed 
area quits functioning as either road or trail. 
This means closing an abandoned road to 
ORVs, if not to foot and mountain bike travel 
as well! A rugged job of road ripping and 
reseeding to native plants, shrubs, and trees 
is the most effective way to end the use of a 
"transportation facility." 

Additionally, regulations prohibit, 
under penalty of law, an individual from 
"damaging and leaving in a damaged condi- 
tion any [Forest Development] road, trail or 
segment thereof" (36 CFR 261.12(c)). Per- 
haps the Flathead NF, in opting to close and 
revegetate well over 400 roads it previously 
had claimed did not exist, simply learned a 
lesson from a logger who asked to close one 
such road in the Swan Mountains and was 
> refused. s ... . ,» , ., ». ^ - -. 

Apparently this logger figured that, 
because the road was not listed as a part of the 
Forest Development Transportation System, 
it was not protected by the regulations. He 
took his own bulldozer, ripped the road out, 
and then called the District Ranger to inform 
him that the road was gone. He was not 
arrested or fined. Indeed, the Ranger had 
him go back and finish the job by pulling a 
culvert out, allowing the stream to again 
function as a natural barrier to human travel! 

A Last Word 

Don't read Forest Service propaganda — 
request and read its laws, regulations and 
manual. They are more interesting and use- 
ful than they appear on the surface. 

As Ed Abbey said, "Do not bum yourself 
out. Be... a reluctant enthusiast... a part- 
time crusader... get out there and hunt and 
fish and mess around with your friends, and 
ramble out yonder, and explore the for- 
ests...,” And take this guide along! 
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Date: , 

Forest Supervisor 


National Forest 


FOIA REQUEST 


Date: 

Forest Supervisor 


National Forest 


Dear Forest Supervisor: 

Please find enclosed a map and legal description (Section, Township, Range) 
of a road I found on the Forest you administer. This road does not appear on the 
Forest Travel Map/Visitor Map. However, it can be negotiated by a conventional 
passenger vehicle and shows evidence that such use is occurring. 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act, please provide me 
with the following: 

1. The number assigned to this road for the purposes of maintaining the “Forest 
Development Transportation Plan," as required by FSM 7703.1. 

2. A Forest Service map on which this road is shown. 

3. Records showing, for this road, the dates of construction and of the most recent 
use under contract, permit, or lease. 

4. A copy of any open road density standards or other standards for managing road 
use and road use levels that apply to the area in which this road is located. 

5. A copy of any calculations of open road density made for the area in which this road 
is located and an indication of whetherthis road was included in those calculations. 

6. A copy of any road or area closure (to motorized vehicles) that applies to this road. 

Thank you for your help. Pursuant to the FOIA (5 USC 552(a)(6)), I will expect 
a reply from your office within ten working days of receipt of this request. 

I will not use the information provided under this request for profit. I will be glad 
to share the information with others. My use of the information you provide is primar- 
ily intended to benefit the general public by fostering improved public land manage- 
ment. I therefore ask for any search and duplication fees to be waived pursuant to 
5 USC 552(a)(4). 

Sincerely, 

Name: 

Add ress 


Dear Forest Supervisor: 

Thank you for your response (dated ) to my earlier FOIA request 

(dated ) . You have indicated that (the clause marked with an “X” applies): 

The road in question is not included in the Forest Transportation Plan 

inventory. Either you have indicated, or on-site inspection indicates, that the road is 
over ten years old. Pursuant to FSM 7703.1 and 7711.2, and 16 USC 1608(b), I 
demand that you permanently close this road to public travel by using permanent 
physical obstructions and by ripping, recontouring and revegetating the road bed and 
prism. 

The road in question is included in the Forest Transportation Plan inventory. 

You have provided information, however, which indicates too many open roads 
currently exist in the area containing the road in question. Pursuant to 16 USC 
1604(i) and the standards for road management contained in the Forest Plan and/ 
or the materials you provided, I demand that you permanently close this road to 
public travel by using permanent physical obstructions and by ripping, recontouring 
and revegetating the road bed and prism. 

The road in question already is subject to a closure order. However, my on- 
site inspection of (date) concludes that use of the road by conventional 

passenger vehicles is occurring. While the fact that you have already determined 
that this road be closed is appreciated, I demand that it be effectively and perma- 
nently closed to motorized vehicles by using permanent physical obstructions and 
by ripping, recontouring and revegetating the road bed and prism. 

Thank you very much for your attention to this road and my concerns. I ask that 
you respond in writing to this demand and indicate the course of action to be taken 
by your office. 

Sincerely, 

Name: 

Address 


Road Closures Required to Restore Ecosystems 


As this tabloid has demonstrated, road 
closures are necessary to preserve natural 
diversity. If we are to return at least the cores 
of ecosystems to wilderness, the roads listed 
below must be closed and dismantled, along 
with developments associated with them, 
and natural slopes and vegetation restored. 
Earth First! demands the following: 

Close all roads in National Parks. The use 
of motorized vehicles in our National Parks 
poses a major threat to natural diversity. 
Accordingly, we propose the complete pro- 
hibition of all private motorized vehicles 
within all National Parks. Non-polluting 
mass transit may be acceptable for some 
areas, but visitors should be encouraged to 
walk, ski or bicycle. [Bicycles, however, 
should be restricted in natural areas to road- 
ways.) A few of the most urgently needed 
road closures in National Parks are listed 
below. 

Add buffer zone protection to Wilderness 
Areas. A minimum 3 mile wide non-motor- 
ized buffer zone should be established 
around every designated Wilderness Area in 
the country. Public use of Wilderness is 
growing and recreational impacts are already 
excessive. 

Close the roads listed below. These clo- 
sures are essential first steps for restoring 
ecosystems. 

Florida Keys Ecosystem : Completely 
close US Highway 1, south of Florida City to 
Key West. Dismantle the first series of 
bridges leading from the Florida mainland to 
Key Largo. All other bridges should be de- 
clared "non-conforminguse" and allowed to 
deteriorate and collapse. These are probably 
the most important actions to prevent the 
continuing ecological collapse of this ecosys- 
tem. 

Everglades/Kissimmee Basin Ecosys- 
tem : To restore this unique wetland ecosys- 
tem and to give the Florida Panther a better 
chance for survival in the wild, close 1-75 
(Slaughter Alley) from Naples to Fort Lauder- 
dale, State Road 41, from Naples Manor to 
Sweetwater, State Road 29 from Everglades 
City to La Belle. 

Smoky Mountains : Close the National 
Park Service road from Gatlinburg, Tennes- 
see, through Newfound Gap in Great Smoky 
Mountains NP, to Cherokee, North Carolina. 

Northern New England : In addition to 
closing all paved roads in the National For- 
ests and parks, close the following: 1) The 
Kancamagus Highway (Rt.l 12) from Lincoln 
to Conway, New Hampshire. Until about 10 
years ago, the Kane was closed each winter. It 
bisects the White Mountain National Forest. 
2) Mt. Washington Toll Road and the Cog 
Railway. These obscenities deface New 
England's highest mountain. 3) Debsconeag 
Road. This gives access to some of the most 
unscathed lakes and wilderness in Maine. 4) 
Baxter State Park road system. Governor 
Baxter left BSP as a "wilderness." Close the 
roads to realize his dream. 5) The Golden 


Road from Greenville to Millinocket, Maine. 
This major logging road cuts through wild, 
but degraded forests. 6) 1-93 through Franco- 
nia Notch. Only opened about four years 
ago, it has made the wild northern reaches of 
New Hampshire and Vermont accessible to 
Boston Yuppies and condo builders. 7) Route 
105 from North Stratford, NH, to Island 
Pond, VT. It bisects Vermont's Northeast 
Kingdom, an area of great wilderness poten- 
tial (once Champion is evicted). 

Road stoppage is also needed in New Eng- 
land: 1) Flat Mountain Pond Road, planned 
for the White Mountain NF allegedly for 
"handicap access," would open a wilderness 
pond to mentally handicapped ORVers. 2) 
The White and Green Mountain National 
Forests are threatened by new roads. 

Greater Adirondacks Bioregion (New 
York): Close all roads in Adirondack Park, 
beginning with secondary roads branching 
off highway 30. [ed. note: Allow the erst- 
while highways to be used as trails for moun- 
tain bikes and wagons. Since livestock will be 
barred from the region, wagons can be pulled 
by teams of former ORVers and snowmobil- 
ers, thus satiating their lust for the exhilara- 
tion of motion. — JD] 

Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem (Wyo- 
ming, Montana, Idaho): Road closures 
needed immediately to protect the Grizzly 
Bear in Yellowstone NP include: Tower Junc- 
tion to Canyon; Fishing Bridge to Canyon; 
and Ashton, Idaho, to Flagg Ranch. 

Northern Continental Divide Ecosys- 
tem (Glacier/Bob Marshall): Close US High- 
way 2 from Columbia Falls to East Glacier, 
Montana; Going to the Sun Hwy in Glacier 
NP from Apgar to St. Mary, MT; Hwy 83 from 
Swan Lake to Seeley Lake, MT, to reunite the 
Mission Mountains with the Bob Marshall, 
Great Bear and Scapegoat Wilderness Areas; 
and the North Fork Road from Columbia 
Falls, MT to the Canadian border. These four 
are probably the fhost needed road closures 
for recovery and restoration of the Grizzly 
Bear and Gray Wolf in the Northern Rockies. 

Selwav Bitterroot/River of No Return 
(Idaho, Montana): Close and revegetate the 
Magruder Corridor, dividing the Selway Bit- 
terroot Wilderness from the RNR. 

Cabinet/Yaak Ecosystem (northwest 
MT): Close USHwy 2fromMoyie Springs, ID 
to Libby, MT; State Road 56 from Rt.2 (at 
Troy) to State Road 200 near Heron, MT. 

Gila/Blue/Aldo Leopold Wilderness 
Complex (New Mexico, Arizona): Close and 
revegetate the North Star Road. 

The Biodiversity Project seeks help from 
regional activists in identifying roads most 
in need of closure, especially for the follow- 
ing ecosystems: South San Juans/Wemi- 
nuche, Colorado; High Uintas, Utah; Las 
Padres, California; Ishi-Lassen, California; 
Siskiyous/Marble Mountains/Kalmiopsis, 
California and Oregon; Hells Canyon, Idaho 
and Oregon; North Cascades/Kettle Range, 
Washington; and Black Hills, South Dakota. 


In response to its road closure program, 
the EF! Biodiversity Project has received rec- 
ommendations for specific closures from 
every bioregion in the US — far too many to 
list in this tabloid. However, the one recom- 
mendation that impressed us the most came 


1 . Work to eliminate the Forest Service's 
road-building budget. Write your senators 
and representatives urging them to ban 
subsidized road-building on the National 
Forests. These funds should be spent on road 
removal, habitat improvement, and other 
ecosystem restoration efforts. 

2. Close Forest Service roads in your area 
by implementing the techniques described 
in the enclosed Road Rippers Guide. If you 
need assistance, write Keith Hammer, FS 
Road Closure Coordinator, EF! Biodiversity 
Project, POB 2072, Kalispell, MT 59903. 

3. Work for legislatively mandated road 
closures at local and state levels. Begin with 
studies documenting the ecological impacts 
of these roads. 

4. Urge grassroots and mainstream 
environmental groups to become more 
forceful in road closure campaigns — to go 
for the pavement! 

5. Insist that land-use planning agen- 
cies close roads, improve transportation 
plans, and implement remedial actions for 
wildlife at existing problem sites. If a road 
closure is not immediately possible, insist 
upon the installation of effective fencing or 
speed bumps (effective in reducing car 
speeds and wildlife mortalities) or tunnels. 

6. Monitor the planning and activities 
of your state department of transportation. 
Actively oppose all new roads that would 
impact natural areas or wildlife corridors. 

7. Stop using private motorized ve- 
hicles. 

8. Use the biological information in this 
tabloid for responding to agency environ- 
mental assessments and environmental 
impact statements. A complete bibliography 
of the references used in writing this tabloid 
is available from the EF! Biodiversity Project. 

9. Advise the EF! Biodiversity Project of 
any confirmed mortalities and movement 
corridors of any Threatened or Endangered 
Species along the Interstate Highway Sys- 
tem. 

10. Help a toad across the road! Brake 
for a snake, and any other wild critter. 

11. Tell government agencies to close 
roads. Write to National Park superinten- 
dents urging them to close roads that impact 
rare. Threatened and Endangered species. 
Request that they require Park visitors to 
defer to wildlife concerns. If the superinten- 
dents do not honor your request, press the 
issue. Circulate a petition. Write letters to 
the editors of newspapers. Attract the news 


from an angry activist in Wisconsin: "You 
want some roads to close in the Nick-o-lay or 
Sha-wa-mi-gun? Every last goddam one includ- 
ing state and federal highways." Amen! 

—Jasper Carlton and Jamie Sayen 


media. Tell your Congresspersons about the 
issue. Send them copies of agency correspon- 
dence and your petitions. 

12. Consider legal action. Find a pro 
beno attorney or a competent para legal. 
Hundreds of roads on our public lands are 
illegal, in conflict with the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act and other laws and regulations. 
Force the agencies to do their job, even if it is 
politically unpopular locally. If necessary, 
sue the bastards! 

13. Attend meetings of your local 
county commissioners and work for a de- 
crease in the county road budget as well as 
the canceling or reworking of specific road- 
building or reconstruction proposals. Gath- 
ering signatures on a petition and being 
present can help stop a gravel county road 
from becoming a paved "farm to market" 
road. 

14. Reduce the amount of timber cut on 
the National Forests. This, in turn, may 
reduce the amount of money transferred 
from the Federal Treasury to the counties 
where the National Forests are located. By 
law, 25% of a National Forest's gross receipts 
from timber sales must be turned over to the 
counties as "payments in lieu of taxes," for 
use in their road and school programs. 

15. Write to Senator Wyche Fowler and 
support his efforts to decrease the Forest 
Service's road-building budget. Fowler's 
amendment for the Fiscal Year 1990 appro- 
priations bill, for example, would cut the 
Forest Service road budget by $65 million. 

16. Take direct action! Organize a dem- 
onstration that draws public attention to the 
need for road closures. 

17. Distribute copies of this Road Tab- 
loid. Contact the Tucson EF! Journal office or 
the EF! Biodiversity Project for extra copies. 

18. Support the work of the EF! Bio- 
diversity Project with your financial contri- 
butions: POB 4207, Parkersburg WV 26104- 
4207. (Contributions to the EF! Foundation 
and earmarked for the Biodiversity Project 
are tax deductible.) 

Thanks, and go close a road! 

Addresses: 

*US Senate, Washington, DC 205 10 
*US House of Representatives, DC 20515 
"Director, National Park Service, Dept, of 
Interior, DC 20240 

'Chief, US Forest Service, POB 96090, DC 
20090-6090 

'Secretary, US Dept, of Transportation, Nas- 
sif Bldg, 400 7th St SW, DC 20590 


WHAT YOU CAN DO 
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TREKKIN' TURTLE ISLAND: PRESERVING 
APPALACHIAN WILDERNESS. EFIers from 
New England will hike the Appalachian Trail 
this summer dressed as extinct and extir- 
pated species, to promote the idea of Big 
Eastern Wilderness. We hope to reach out to 
the over 3,000,000 people who use the Trail 
each year. Come Trek with us! We need help 
creating costumes, providing logistical sup- 
port, and supplying equipment. A group left 
on Earth Day from Springer Mountain, 
Georgia. Contact John Gareschy, Box 274, 
Bates College, Lewiston, ME 04240. Another 
bunch will start in Maine in late June and 
head south. Contact Bill Knowles, 8 
Woodknoll Drive, North Hampton, NH 
03862. A larger group will start on the Con- 
necticut/New York border and migrate 
northwards. Contact Julia Reich, POB 1449, 
Hampshire College, Amherst, MA 01002. 
For more details on PAW or the hike, see 
Earth First! May 1987, "Appalachian Wilder- 
ness: Vision and Reality" and the Connecti- 
cut Valley EF! journal, the Glacial Erratic, 
winter 1989-90, “Bring Back the Missing 
Links: Critters Plan AT Hike." 

DO YOU KNOW A LAWYER WHO CARES 
ABOUT NATURAL DIVERSITY? The EF! 
Biodiversity Project and grassroots activists 
often need the assistance of local attorneys in 
their defense of imperiled speciesand ecosys- 
tems. If you know an attorney in Ohio, West 
Virginia, Florida, North Dakota, or Nevada 
who would be willing to provide free legal as- 
sistance (pro-bono services) to protect en- 
dangered species, please refer her or him to 
the EF! Biodiversity Project or send us her or 
his name and address and we will promptly 
forward information about the Project and 
its efforts in the aforementioned states: Jas- 



per Carlton, EF! Biodiversity 
Project, 2365 Willard Rd, Park- 
ersburg, WV 26101-9269. 

GABEF! RENDEZVOUS. 
Greater Adirondacks Bioregion 
EF! will hold a Rendezvous May 
18-20. Call Tom Carney (GA- 
BEF! contact; see Directory) for 
information. 

ARCATA ACTION CENTER 
OPENS California Northcoast 
activists have a new set of offices 
for Forests Forever, Humboldt 
Rain (the rainforest group), and 
Global Walk. Stop by, get Forest 
Forever petitions and help qual- 
ify the initiative for the Nov. 
1990 ballot. Volunteers and 
donations of all kinds are 
needed: Office equipment, 
computer, printer, TV, VCR, 
carpeting, paint, wood sculptors 
and artists. We are at 931 I 
Street, Areata, (707) 826-7140. 


NORTHWEST RENDEZVOUS 
in Hell's Canyon, May 25-28. 

Music, workshops and partying 
EF! style, come discuss the re- 
cent spiking renouncements, 
deep canyon ecology, erf day, 
the feds and new trends in 
cattle-logging. Get Darryl 
Chemey's, Judi Bari’s, Dana Lyons’, and 
maybe even Joanne Rand’s autograph! See 
Hell's Canyon, the deepest canyon in North 
America. WA, OR, MT, and northern CA 
EF!ers gather to bring the Idahoans out of 
hiding. Come one, come all, bring $10 to 
help with expenses, bring food for the group 
kitchen, bring your kids and your dogs 
(under control, of course). 

The site is at Buckhorn Springs camp- 
ground in the Hell’s Canyon NRA (Oregon/ 
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Idaho border between Wallowa-Whitman 
and Nez Perce NFs). Take 1-84 approximately 
50 miles east of Pendleton, OR to HI 82 to En- 
terprise, OR. Go through Enterprise towards 
Joseph. Make the only left turn (marked 
“Zumwalt-Buckhorn Springs”). Approxi- 
mately 4-5 miles turn right (look for sign). 
Follow unpaved road for about an hour to 
Buckhorn Springs campground. Contact 
503-239-8922 for further info. 

COUNCIL OF ALL BEINGS TOUR. Jim 
O'Connor, who assisted John Seed on his 
North American tour last year, is looking for 
sponsors to set up weekend Council of All 
Beings workshops throughout the year. For 
1990, five weekends are open for a Western 
tour from June 29 through July 29 (the July 
6 weekend would have to be within a day's 
drive or plane ride from Bozeman, MT). 
From August 3 through mid October, Jim will 
be available to to lead CAB's anywhere 
within a 5 hour or so car, train, or plane ride 
from Washington, DC. If interested in these 
dates, spring 1991 dates, or any other dates, 
contact Jim to work out details and get pro- 
motion materials: POB 117, Clarksburg, MD 
20871 (301-972-6509). All proceeds above 
expenses will be earmarked for Earth saving 
activities; promoters and participants are 
encouraged to suggest recipients. On the 
Western tour Jim will do CAB's during week- 
days also. John Seed, 
who has little time these 
days to personally lead 
CAB's, says that "Jim's a 
natural for leading these 
workshops. His resolve 
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and experience and creativity get great re- 
sults. I once saw him with no prior notice do 
the Evolutionary Remembering ritual with 
150 kids, ages 7-14, who were cornered unex- 
pectedly by their camp counselors just min- 
utes before dinner time. With the smell of 
dinner off in the wings, Jim nevertheless led 
them through guided imagery that had them 
an hour and a half later, dinner still waiting, 
with green fire in their eyes and humming 
celestial tunes." 

JOHN SEED'S U.S. SCHEDULE 

June 8- 12 Council of All Beings & training with Joanna 
Macy, San Francisco (415) 594-9981 
June 13 Esalen Institute, Big Sur, CA (408) 667-3000 
June 14-18 ReEarthing, Big Sur, CA (408) 667-2260 
July 8-11 EF! Round River Rendezvous, MT 
July 13-15 Council of All Beings wlthjan Fowler, Naropa 
Institute, Boulder, CO (303) 440-8679 
July 15-19 ReEarthing Workshop, Boulder, CO (303) 444- 
9537 

July 20-21 Faculty "The Earth and Its Inhabitants" Con- 
ference, Omega Institute, NY (914) 338-6030 (till May 17) 
266-4301 (after May 17) 

July 23-27 ReEarthing Workshop with Harriett-Rose 
Meiss, Brooklyn, NY (718) 768-8659 
July 27-30 Council of All Beings and training. Rye, NY 
(914) 967-6080 

NATIONAL FOREST REFORM POWWOW 
The 5th annual conference of the Forest 
Reform Network will be held May 25-27 at 
Camp Green Cove, Tuxedo, NC. This will be 
a working conference for activists, and will 
feature Ned Fritz, Jeff DeBonis, Peter Kirby, 
Randall O'Toole, Brock Evans, Bill Oliver, 
and others. An EF! caucus will be held during 
the Powwow. There is a charge for the 
weekend, but some work scholarships may 
be available. For more information, contact 
the WNC Alliance, 704-258-8737. 


1990 ROUND RIVER 
RENDEZVOUS 

July 9-15. Hyde Creek. Gravelly Range. Montana 
Directions 

From the South: Take Route 20 north from Idaho Falls to Route 
87 to Route 287. Go about 20 miles north to McAtee Bridge on left. 
Cross bridge, take immediate left. Follow signs about 5 miles across 
Wall Creek State Game Range to RRR. 

From the West: Exit 1-90 at Cardwell (exit 256) to Route 287. 
Proceed to Ennis, go about 1 7 miles south on 287 to McAtee Bridge 
on right. Cross bridge, take immediate left. Follow signs about 5 
miles across Wall Creek State Game Range to RRR. 

From the East: Take the Three Forks exit off 1-90. Take Route 287 
to Ennis, and go about 1 7 miles south on 287 to McAtee Bridge on 
right. Cross bridge, take immediate left. Follow signs about 5 miles 
across Wall Creek State Game Range to RRR. 

Other info: 

PACK IT IN, PACK IT OUT. The RRR Committee will not be 
responsible for your trash. Plan to recycle it yourself. 

BRING HOMEBREW BEER!! Try to avoid a lot of cans and bottles. 
There will be beer kegs available at the Rally, so bring a mub. If you 
want a keg of Montana-brewed Kessler for anytime before the rally, 
contact Jake Jagoff, POBox 7891, Missoula, MT 59806. Doit ASAP. 
BRING BLANK T-SHIRTS. There will be silk-screening available at 
the RRR. 

EARLY CONTRIBUTIONS to payforthe RRR will beaccepted. Mail 
to: 1990 RRR, PO Box 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715. 

CARPOOL COORDINATORS: National coordinators are Carla and 
Tom, (406) 585-9607, PO Box 6733, Bozeman, MT 59771-6733. 
The only regional coordinator so far is in the Northwest: Jim 
Flynn, Portland, (503) 239-8922. 

For more details, see the last (March) issue of the EF! Journal. 
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LEATHERBACK 

TURTLES 

SLAUGHTERED IN 
MEXICO 

by Kim Cliffton 

The 15th century Spanish explorers' dwelling people. Such is the case today on 
reports of sea turtle flotillas impeding the the coast of Guerrero, Mexico, where Leath- 
progress of their ships seem incredible to us erbacks are killed and sold locally in markets, 
today, now that nearly 500 years of indis- Several years ago a sea turtle shell craftsman 

criminate exploitation of sea turtle meat, from Kino Bay, Sonora told me he had seen 

eggs, and hides have had a predictable result. a freezer truck at Guaymas, Sonora heavily 

Yet even into the mid-20th century, Mexico loaded with the meat of Leatherback and 
claimed the world's largest breeding popula- Loggerhead turtles captured in Baja Califor- 
tions of Olive Ridley ( Lepidochelys olivacea), nia. Both of these species were previously 
Kemp's Ridley ( Lepidochelys kempt), and East considered inedible by many Sonorans and 
Pacific Green Turtles ( Chelonia mydas agas- Sinaloans, who are otherwise fanatics for sea 
sizi, hereafter referred to as Black Turtles). turtle meat and products. Black Turtles have 

Sadly, the scientific discovery of these always been the preferred edible species, 

enormous herds of sea turtles seems to have owing to the superior taste, color, and tex- 

come in the twilight of their existence on ture of their meat. However, with the near 
Earth, the international trade in reptilian disappearance of Black Turtles from their 
leather having decimated their ranks. In ancestralfeedinggToundsinSonora,Sinaloa, 
1980, sea turtle biologists were stunned by a and Baja California, and increased protec- 
discovery that doubled the known world tionoftheirbreedinggroundsinMichoacan, 
population of Leatherback Sea Turtles over- sources of cheaper and more abundant turtle 

night. An estimated 30,000 female Leather- meat were being explored, 

backs were nesting between Baja California November is the beginning of the 

Sur and the Isthmus of Tehuantepec in Leatherback breeding season at the 18 kilo- 
Oaxaca. Today, revised estimates suggest meter long nesting beach between the Rio 
that 136,000 Leatherback Turtles swim the Nexpa and La Manzanilla (hereafter referred 
world's oceans. to as El Mexiquillo). I went there hoping to 

Of the seven recognized species of sea see the as-yet-undescribed courtship and 

turtles in the world, six occur in Mexico. Yet mating of these animals. Twice in the past 

very little is known about their natural his- few years I had heard of sightings of Leather- 

tory beyond the confines of the nesting back matings in Michoacan. Prior to that, 

beaches. Once turtles return to the sea, they there was only speculation as to how, where, 

virtuallydisappearfromthedomainofscien- and when mating occurred in this species, 
tific inquiry. How long do they live? How Peter Pritchard, a renowned expert on 

many years to reach sexual maturity? What turtles, had mused that they probably mated 

percentage of hatchlings survive to adult- "at the bottom of the ocean." This is not a 

hood? Where do the turtles pass their first totally unwarranted speculation now that 

yearsoflife? The many unanswered biologi- Leatherbacks have been recorded diving to 

cal questions about these marine reptiles are depths of 4000 feet, the deepest known dive 

stumbling blocks in international turtle for any air-breathing vertebrate, 

conservation. The only apparent Leatherback matings 

Until recently, Mexico's Leatherback previously reported were similar to Black 

Turtles ( Dermochelys coriacea) were relatively Turtle matings (male on top of female, grasp- 

lucky. Their meat was considered too oily, ing her with his front flippers, and floating 

and their leather had never been used in the on the surface just outside the breakers of a 

commercial production of handbags, belts, mating beach). This sighting of Leather- 

suitcases, boots, and other luxury items fa- backs so close to shore was an extraordinary 

vored in the international trade in reptilian event, and probably a freak one, or surely 

leather. But, as with the other species, eggs of such obvious behavior would have been seen 

the Leatherback have been sold on the black before at previously studied breeding 

market, believed by many to be potent aph- grounds (e.g., in Surinam and Malaysia), 

rodisiacs. Besides the reputation for sexual During the morning, female Leather- 

enhancement that sea turtle meat, blood, backs can be seen lying quietly on the sur- 

eggs, and even dried penises have acquired, face, about a mile offshore, resting for a few 

many Mexicans consider sea turtle meat to minutes between dives. Generally by noon 

be superior food, having excellent flavor. they stop coming to the surface and stay 

Uncontrolled harvesting of sea turtle eggs submerged for the remainder of the day, 

poses a real threat to the turtles' survival, sometimes becoming active on the surface 

although egg laying is one stage of sea turtle later in the afternoon or evening. Although 

reproductive biology that has evolved to slow starting. Leatherbacks can swim power- 

withstand incredibly high mortality. When fully once under way, leaving a diver in their 

extensive egg loss is coupled with unnatural wake. 

extermination of breeding adults, rapid and My tactics upon spotting a floating 

possibly irreversible decline of the species is Leatherback are to maneuver the motorboat 

likely. at relatively high speed to within 20 meters 

Leatherback Turtles are big, some speci- in front of the turtle, then dive in. I am 

mens reaching 1300 pounds and carapace attached to a 200-foot hookah hose and air 
lengths of nearly six feet. If 30-40% of their compressor that allow me to follow the 
gross weight is protein-rich meat, then even turtles down as they (almost inevitably) head 
an average turtle weighing 600 pounds for the bottom. The turtles don't turn easily 

would provide a bonanza for poor coastal so I get a good look at them as they swim past. 



This nesting leatherback female is protected by the presence of a volunteer nest-watcher. 
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Leatherback hatchlings emerge from their nest on a Mexican beach. 


I follow them down until they enter a murky tiently for a callada (calm). When a break in 

layer — often 100 feet below the surface — the sets finally came, the boatman opened 

which may represent the demarcation of a the throttle. I doubted that we could hold on 

thermocline. Once they enter the turbid as we plowed toward shore, but letting go in 

water they apparently feel safe and that mid-stream would have been disastrous. We 

makes it possible to get quite close to them as landed on the beach safely, and 1 felt deeply 

they continue to spiral slowly down. Gener- indebted to these young men for having 

ally being a mile or more offshore I would risked their own equipment to ensure our 

lose them as they continued their descent. safety. I offered them money, food, even 

But on one occasion I began to make out beer in repayment, but they scoffed at me 

white spots below me — sea shells — and was and walked home. I was faced with my usual 

surprised to have reached the bottom. I dilemma. On the one hand I admire the 

checked my depth gauge at 180 feet, as the Mexican fishermen's courage and generos- 

turtle settled onto the sandy sea floor. ity, while on the other I deplore their wanton 

In November 1988, 1 finally saw Leath- disregard for and senseless wasting of dwin- 

erback courtship at El Mexiquillo, Michoa- dling marine resources, 
can. When I swam with the female Leather- After dragging our equipment above 

back on this occasion, she remained on the the high water line, we walked over to a 

surface instead of diving. Circling beneath restaurant for dinner. Over a splendid meal 

her, I saw another Leatherback nearby. I had of fried fish, potatoes and sliced raw vege- 

never seen two so close together offshore tables, a shocking tale was told to us by a 

before. The second turtle had a longer tail, young Mexican fisherman, whose name I 

which is consistent with the male anatomy have changed (for his safety) to Jose, 

of other turtle species. The female Leather- "Don't tell anyone I told you this," he 

back thrashed the water with her powerful said, looking back over his shoulder, "but 
flippers, apparently annoyed by the male's there are nets in front of the nesting beach at 

close proximity. This is the same kind of El Mexiquillo." 

aggressive behavior female Black Turtles Staring in disbelief, I asked, "What kind 

show their male counterparts when the of nets?" 

males approach them outside of their sexu- "Long nets, of huge mesh," he replied, 

ally receptive period. "They are killing them for the hides." The 1- 

This was the first male Leatherback I 2 km-long nets Jose described were designed 
had seen in several years of swimming with specifically to entangle and drown Leather- 
these animals. He turned and descended backs, the large mesh making it easier for the 
toward me. Like a male Black Turtle, he fishermen to untangle the 700 pound car- 
checked me out, demonstrating a disdain for casses. 

potential danger characteristic of breeding I have witnessed some horrible sea 

male sea turtles. Female Black and Leather- turtle slaughters, including the industrial- 

backTurtles consistently flee at the sight of a ized "debraining" of 500 Olive Ridleys per 

diver. Breeding male turtles lack such cau- day in San Augustin, Oaxaca; but I was 

tion, which is one reason they are so vulner- caught off guard by this revelation. The 

able to human hunters in and around the Leatherbacks had seemed immune to the 

breeding grounds. grisly fate of their cousins, the Ridley, Black 

Hoping to observe and photograph and Hawksbill Turtles. In fact, Leatherback 

more of these breathtaking sights, Tucson populations appeared to be expanding in 

herpetologist Steve Hale and I traveled to El Mexico. Now, fishing cooperatives on the 

Mexiquillo in 1989. The village of Caleta de Michoacan coast, including the cooperative 

Campo, Michoacan is situated in a shallow of Caleta, were killing Leatherbacks, skin- 

bay, and boats must enter the sea via a nasty ning them and throwing the meat into the 

set of breakers. We had a 12-foot Zodiac and sea. The turtles' eggs, stripped from the 

being unfamiliar with the area, we had a few oviducts and floating in pools of maternal 

tense moments before catching a lull in the blood, were also collected for sale. The mid- 
set and darting out over the incoming swell. dlemen, from Manzanillo, Colima, picked 

We headed west along the coast hoping to up the crude salted hides offshore with a 130 

spot some turtles, and then return before h.p. panga, to avoid possible (but unlikely) 

dark. interception at sea and the occasional road- 

As we approached the mouth of the Rio blocks set up by the Mexican army and 

Nexpa, our motor began to flag. I began marines along the coastal highway, 

conjuring up dark visions of spending the Jose said, "They have already killed 

night anchored uncertainly near the west many turtles." After returning across thou- 

coast's premier surf break, which we could sands of miles of ocean to nest on the sandy 

hear thundering ominously in the distance. beaches of their birth, they are welcomed 
We came about, and began limping back home in the deadly embrace of plastic 
along the coast when we spotted a late panga monofilament nets, 

still out fishing. ' Jose said that most local fishermen were 

Typically, pangas are 25 -foot, open- disgusted by the illegal slaughter. Since only 
hulled, fiberglass boats powered by 50-85 two pangas from Caleta were involved, only 
h.p. engines. The young boatmen, upon a few men in the village were profiting while 

hearing of our difficulties, asked us jokingly all the fishermen were liable if the contra- 

if we "weren't in a hurry." They had some band was discovered by the Mexican govern - 

handline fishing yet to do. We could see that ment. The fishing cooperative could lose its 

they had butchered an Olive Ridley Turtle, annual quota of Olive Ridley Turtles, a small 

and were using it for bait. As we watched, but economically important fishery. Even 

they pulled in a few kilograms of fish ( Lutja - more devastating could be the government's 

nus sp.), complaining all the while about refusal to continue financing equipment 

how poor the fishing had been. Finished for essential for the development of other fisher- 

the evening, they jettisoned the remaining ies. However, nobody was about to "meterse 

15-20 lbs. of turtle meat (an adult breeding en problemas," (look for trouble) with the 

Olive Ridley weighs about 60 pounds), keep- smugglers. In a violent land, such as the 

ing the eggs to eat or to sell later on the black coast of Michoacan, gaining anyone's en- 

market. This is the modus operendi up and mity is unwise and often fatal, 

down the Pacific coast of Mexico, where sea We arranged withjose to look for Leath- 

turtles are commonly killed for bait in most erbacks, though he didn't think we'd have 

of the commercial operations, including the much luck. The next morning we set out for 
shark fisheries. El Mexiquillo. We cruised offshore the entire 

With darkness falling, the fishermen 18 km length of beach, turned around, and 

took us in tow. When we reached the embar- zig-zagged back over prime breeding Leath- 

cadero (landing), we faced a heavy breaking erback habitat. Jose thought he saw one 

surf. Not wanting the boats lashed to one turtle; Steve and I didn't see any. Jose sug- 

another on the run to the beach, we hand- gested that we continue our search east of 

held them together as the pilot waited pa- continued on next page 


Captive Breeding Plan Threatens Florida Panther 


EF! Challenges Proposal! 

by Jasper Carlton 

Developers in Miami and Naples 
clinked champagne glasses together and 
deer hunters in south Florida hooped and 
hollered when the press reported that the 
state and federal Florida Panther Interagency 
Committee had approved an extensive cap- 
tive breeding program for the Florida Pan- 
ther in commercial ios. They perceived the 
action as the begb ing of the end for the 
Panther in the wil ' and with its eventual 
demise the lifting development and rec- 
reational constraints on what little remains 
of Florida's dwindl; g wilderness. 

The current w : ! population of the Flor- 
ida Panther ( Felis concolor coryi), which once 
roamed throughout the Southeast, is esti- 
mated at only 30-50, concentrated in the 
Everglades and Big Cypress regions of south 
Florida. The Panther was listed as an Endan- 
gered Species by the federal government in 
1973 and is also protected by Florida law. 
Nevertheless, Panther habitat has been al- 
lowed to severely decline in the past 1 7 years, 
human-caused mortality factors have not 
been brought under control, and the re- 
cently discovered mercu ry contamination in 
some Panther areas may constitute a serious 
threat to the species’ survival. In short, the 
Florida Panther Recovery program has not 
prevented the continuing demise of the 
subspecies and its habitat. 

The rationale for this captive breeding 
program — preventing further genetic in- 
breeding and producing increased Panther 
numbers — came as no surprise to environ- 
mentalists. A similar scenario has been wit- 
nessed with the Mexican Wolf, California 
Condor, Black-footed Ferret and other spe- 
cies. According to James W. Pulliam, the 
Southeast Regional Director of the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS), "Without the 
implementation of a species survival plan 
(captive breeding), we can expect to see the 
extinction of the Florida Panther in 25-40 
years, or possibly sooner in the event of ah 
outbreak of disease in the remaining popula- 
tion." 

Although the FWS press release implied 
that only 8 animals would be taken from the 
wild each year (6 being kittens), beginning 
immediately, a careful analysis of the 255 
page CBSG Florida Panther Viability Analysis 
and Species Survival Plan, which the EF! Bio- 
diversity Project obtained under a Freedom 
Of Information Act request, revealed that a 
different scenario is likely to occur. 

Though it is unclear whether this new 
proposal is intended to serve as a contin- 
gency plan for the removal of all Florida 
Panthers from the wild, it certainly implies 
that the FWS has the authority to follow this 
course of action under a broad (and unlim- 
ited) range of conditions including disease 
and natural disaster, or in an all out effort to 
capture sufficient founder stock genetic rep- 
resentation. The ‘FWS believes that there 
remain only 19 genetically unrelated Pan- 
thers in the wild in Florida, and the agency 
would like to capture every one of these. In 
other words, under this new plan, all known 
Florida Panthers could be taken from the 
wild at any time and a concerned public 
would have no recourse. 

The Earth First!' Biodiversity Project 
strongly disagrees with this approach since it 


continued from previous page 
Caleta, in an area where he had always seen 
many Leatherbacks in previous years; again 
we found none. Had the turtles, as Jose 
rationalized, been frightened away by the 
nets set for them along the coast, or had this 
season's breeding herd been severely de- 
pleted during a few critical months of over- 
fishing? 

Leatherbacks are thought to nest in al- 
ternate years with some of the adults nesting 
in consecutive years. If this is true, the 
Mexiquillo breeding population could be 
wiped out in a couple of breeding seasons, 
should the illegal hunting continue. 

Stopping the slaughter of Mexico's 
Leatherbacks poses tough questions, and 
demands even tougheraction. Efforts to stop 
sea turtle poaching offshore are expensive 
and dangerous, requiring aircraft, patrol 
boats, fuel, food, Mexican marines, and fish- 
eries biologists and inspectors who are brave, 
incorruptible, and dedicated enough to 
undertake a long-term campaign. Leather- 
backs can be hunted along 200 miles of the 
Michoacan coast, though the poachers' effi- 
ciency is much higher in areas juxtaposed to 
prime nesting beaches. It is unlikely that the 
Mexican government or international con- 


would violate the mandate of the Endan- 
gered Species Act (ESA) if other alternatives 
were not first attempted that would maxi- 
mize the long-term survival opportunities of 
the Panther in the wild. Programs to more 
rapidly increase the prey base, the termina- 
tion of hunting in all occupied habitat, sup- 
plementary feeding, effective road closures 
or speed bumps instead of unenforceable 
speed limit reductions, wildlife underpasses, 
genetic enrichment provided in the wild, 
and habitat restoration efforts should be 
pursued prior to the removal of healthy 
animals from the wild. 

The FWS acknowledges that successful 
reintroduction of captive bred Panthers back 
into the wild is speculative and unproven, 
yet the agency has failed to put a limit on the 
number of animals that could be captured. 
Nor is it willing to restrict the program to 
injured, rehabilitated animals and one kitten 
from each multiple litter. For these and other 
reasons explained here, the F.F! Biodiversity 
Project, in conjunction with Florida EF! 
grassroots activists, has formally intervened 
in the case. 

Under the new plan, Panthers would be 
bred selectively in captivity to increase the 
size of the population as well as to improve 
the captive population’s genetic and repro- 
ductive health. Their offspring would then 
serve as a source of animals to place back into 
the wild to improve the reproductive viabil- 
ity of the wild population. That is, if any 
Panthers still existed in the wild by that time 
and if suitable Panther habitat remained. 
Regardless of the good intentions of biolo- 
gists in the Interagency Panther group, ulti- 
mately it could become still another case of 
captive breeding in lieu of habitat protec- 
tion. 

It appears that the Panther recovery 
officials have lost sight of the long-term 
objective of securing and restoring Panther 
habitat and allowing full recovery of the 
predator in the wild. If the Florida Panther is 
indeed doomed under current conditions, it 
is the responsibility of federal and state agen- 
cies to change the adverse conditions. The 
failure to protect Panther habitat and natural 
movement corridors is part of the genetic 
inbreeding problem, which appears to be 
reducing Panther reproductive success. 

The Florida Panther will survive in the 
wild only if an adequate network of suitable 
habitat with appropriate prey base is pro- 
vided. A secure habitat network presently 
does not exist, so habitat restoration is 
needed. Humans with guns now out-com- 
pete Panthers for deer. Moreover, the 
Osceola National Forest reintroduction ex- 
periment with 5 Felis concolor from Texas 
showed that human hunters are likely to 
shoot Panthers when they encounter them. 
The Fish and Wildlife Service and Forest 
Service have apparently found it convenient 
to propose captive breeding rather than 
confront the real problems of excessive road 
access, illegal hunting, livestock, and other 
anthropogenic intrusions. 

The details of, and commitment to 
implement, habitat restoration programs 
should be made part of the Panther survival 
plan, prior to the granting of any permits. In 
the entire 255 pages of the Species Survival 
Plan, only a few scant pages were devoted to 
habitat preservation! 

The FWS appears to be proposing an 
program similar to the Mexican Wolf recov- 


servation organizations will foot the bill for 
such an anti-poaching operation. Therefore 
the most pragmatic option open to conserva- 
tionists is to ally themselves with those fish- 
ermen who are morally opposed to the illegal 
hunting of sea turtles. 

Investigating the middlemen in the sea 
turtle leather-trade could be gratifying in the 
s ho rt haul but probably disappointing in the 
long one. The interception and seizure of the 
speedboat presently running the Leather- 
back skins from Michoacan to Manzanillo 
could lead directly to those individuals di- 
recting the smuggling operation. However, 
even in the unlikely event that it got caught, 
the boat would probably be returned to its 
owners after payment of a fine or bribe. 
Mexico has a bad reputation in the trade of 
crude and finished leather of protected spe- 
cies. Perhaps it is time to find what action 
can be taken by Mexican law, to set a legal 
precedentand increase the cost to smugglers. 

That sea turtles still exist in Mexico 
today is testimony to their evolutionary 
heritage, but they won't last long without 
increased protection. New ideas and alli- 
ances must be found if the latest chapter in 
the turtle tragedy is to have a happier ending. 


ery program — which in effect has con- 
demned all remaining Mexican Wolves in 
the US to captivity in zoos! The US Fish and 
Wildlife Service is facing legal action by the 
EF! Wolf Action Group for its failure to 
implement the Mexican Wolf Recovery Plan 
and reintroduce wolves back into the wild. 
The, FWS captured all known Mexican 
Wolves from the wild and failed to imple- 
ment habitat protection and restoration 
programs that would allow for successful 
wolf reintroduction. Potential Panther habi- 



tat in Florida is being destroyed faster than is 
wolf habitat in the Southwest. - -T-h e 
FWS is proposing that the captive Panthers 
be placed in commercial zoos (Miami Metro 
Zoo, the Jacksonville Zoo, and the Lowry 
Park Zoo), which have agreed to spend ap- 
proximately $1 million for facilities and 
$500,000 per year for operating expenses. 
The Panther recovery coordinator, Dennis 
Jordon, indicated in a telephone conversa- 
tion with this activist that Panthers could be 
on public display in these zoos within two 
years. The next place anyone will likely see 
a Florida Panther is on the Johnny Carson 
Show accompanied by the standard rap of 
how zoos are saving Endangered Species! 

The new proposal gives little detail of 
how captive-bred Panthers will be allowed to 
co-evolve with emerging threats such as on 
and off road vehicles, parasites, disease and 
land developments. The zoo facilities will 
not be large or natural enough to maintain 
successful habitat adaptability responses. 
Exposure to humans will cause desensitiza- 
tion. 

Our present data base is insufficient to 
preserve the complex cultural heritage that 
wild Panthers pass along from one genera- 
tion to the next — the learned behaviors that 
help them survive in the wild. Until this 
knowledge gap is filled, any Florida Panther 
captive breeding program should be severely 
limited and applied on an experimental basis 
only. 

Another "management action" under 
the plan is increasing the number of Pan- 
thers that are radio-collared. Fourteen Pan- 
thers (over 30% of the known population) 
are already handicapped by burdensome and 
conspicuous radio collars, yet the Panther 
Committee now intends to capture, radio 
collar, track and test all surviving Panthers 
for mercury contamination. 

Of course, the plan does not inform the 
public that every known Panther will be 
chased and treed by a pack of howling dogs, 
then tranquilized, examined, and moni- 
tored for much, if not all, of its remaining 
life. How many animals will be killed or 
injured in this process? At least 3 Panthers 
have already been killed as a result of "re- 
search efforts!” Isn't data from 14 Panthers 
sufficient? 

Should we not consider the dignity — 
the wild character — of this grand creature? 
Humans have destroyed all but a few scraps 
of this Florida native's life space, contami- 
nated much that is left with poison; and now 
suggest that these few remaining cats, who 
have learned to dodge hunters’ bullets, out- 


smart hunting dogs, and avoid motorized 
vehicles, must now live in cages. How much 
more will we make the Panther suffer in the 
name of saving it? 

The Biodiversity Project is urging the 
FWS and all other involved agencies to work 
for a rapid increase in Panther habitat values 
by 1) expanding public land refuge areas 
through additional land purchases; 2) clos- 
ing roads in both occupied and future rein- 
tioduction sites; 3) removing hunting camps 
and other private, high impact inholdings 
within Panther habitat; 4) eliminating all 
'domestic livestock grazing from Pant ier 
habitat; 5) prohibiting hunting in la.-ge, 
sensitive core areas of each recovery site; and 
6) eliminating all ORV use in these recovery 
areas. These steps are mandated by existing 
law and regulations; they should have al- 
ready been resolved in both formal and in- 
formal Section 7 consultation. 

The failure of the Fish and Wildlife 
Service to take these actions is evidence that 
Section 7 Jeopardy Standards under the 
Endangered Species Act have not been ap- 
plied properly on behalf of the Panther. 
Consequently, the entire Panther Recovery 
program is now subject to legal challenge. 

The plan is particularly vague in its 
description of the establishment of addi- 
tional reintroduction sites. Many of the best 
proposed reintroduction sites in north Flor- 
ida and Georgia are on National Forest land, 
yet no cooperative agreements are in effect 
with the US Forest Service to implement road 
closures, hunting and ORV restrictions, or 
other habitat restoration initiatives. 

The Plan has also failed to seriously 
consider a full range of alternatives. The 
reclassification of the Florida Panther under 
the Endangered Species Act to allow genetic 
enrichment for south Florida populations in 
the wild, should be pursued prior to the 
experimental captive breeding. 

The FWS should not rule out the possi- 
bility of mixing genes from other popula- 
tions in the captive breedingprogram. These 
genes could be obtained from the closest 
known relatives outside of Florida — Cou- 
gars in east Texas. This may become an 
important option if Panthers from Florida 
continue to have reproductive problems due 
to inbreeding. 

m ; Before condemning all known Florida 
Panthers to lifetime imprisonment in zoos, 
the FWS should formally grant Endangered 
status to all Felis concolor east of the Missis- 
sippi River, regardless of origin. Evidence in 
the historical literature suggests the inter- 
mixing of all these populations before hu- 
man developments resulted in geographical 
isolation of Panther populations. 

An additional prudent approach would 
be to provide immediate genetic enrichment 
by the translocation of male Panthers, from 
as diverse a founder stock as possible, into 
areas such as the southern Everglades — an 
area presently deficient in male Panthers. 
This would involve considerably less risk, 
and individual animals would not lose their 
natural behaviors. 

There remain some legal hitches to the 
proposed captive breeding proposal; but 
now may be the last time that citizens and 
environmental groups can administratively 
or legally challenge the extent or biological 
integrity of this proposal. If the Plan is 
implemented without additional restric- 
tions, we Could wake up one morning to read 
in the newspapers that all Florida Panthers 
have been put in zoos. 

The FWS admits that it will not be able 
to legally reintroduce captive bred Panthers 
back into the wild without first complying 
with the National Environmental Policy Act 
[NEPA, which almost certainly would re- 
quire completing an HIS]. By that time, 
Florida developers, agricultural interests and 
sportsman groups could easily block reintro- 
duction by insisting that insufficient habitat 
remains. Ironically, however, the FWS is 
refusing to prepare a comprehensive Envi- 
ronmental Impact Statement, pursuant to 
NEPA, before it commences with its exten- 
sive removal of Panthers from the wild. 

The Plan lacks a comprehensive worse 
case analysis. How many animals will be lost 
directly or indirectly due to this captive 
breeding program? What is the increased 
susceptibility of concentrations of animals 
held in zoos to infection and disease? What 
will be the conditions of existing Panther 
habitat and potential reintroduction sites, if 
present development trends continue? 
These are but a few of the key questions left 
unanswered in the CBSG Florida Panther 
Viability Analysis and Species Survival Plan. 

Insofar as the proposed decision to 
grant permits to capture an undetermined 
number of Panthers from the wild could lead 
to the extinction of the Panther in the wild, 
continued on page 22 
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The Beaver's Role 

in Natural Disturbance Regimes 


by Jeff Elliott 

ed. note: A longer version of the following 
appeared in the Glacial Erratic, winter 1 990. To 
subscribe to this EF! newspaper for the North- 
east, send $12 or whatever you can afford to RFD 
1, Box 530, N. Stratford, NH 03590. 


the sun goes down behind the wooded ridge, 
cars drive into yards, doors open and close, 
one by one, lights come on around the lake, 
woodsmoke adds a haze to the moonlight, 
supper is on the table, someone watches the 
news. 

houses warm, the colored lights on Christmas 
trees sparkle. 

and quietly, below the ice, 
a beaver drowns in a metal trap. 

— Gary Lawless, Gulf of Maine EF! 

As we undertake efforts to defend and 
restore Turtle Island, we strive to reestablish 
salmon in the northern rivers, Bighorn 
Sheep in the deserts, Mountain Lions in 
Appalachia ... Each area has its own totem 
animal. Some are charismatic like sea turtles; 
some are cryptic like the Blind Cave Cock- 
roach. Many of these species face extinction, 
and they should, of course, be defended; but 
they are individual species, not ecosystems. 
The species based approach of the Endan- 
gered Species Act and The Nature 
Conservancy's islands of habitat approach 
are well meaning but dangerous. We need to 
think on the scale of individuals, then spe- 
cies, then ecosystems, then the biosphere — 
and act to save all of it. 

Many of these species and ecosystems 
are threatened by forest over-management 
— misguided attempts to improve Nature. 
The timber industry is allied with the US 
Forest Service and state Fish and Game de- 
partments, which agencies manipulate eco- 
systems to sell hunting and fishing licenses. 
They do this largely through the fabrication 
of edge habitat. They justify the creation of 
edge through logging by the observation 
that many species inhabit early successional 
niches. 

This is a valid observation, but the crea- 
tion of artificial edge's by the destruction of 
older, later stage growth is ecologically un- 
sound. The diversity of old-growth stable 
systems surpasses in quality and quantity the 
diversity of edge habitat created through 
logging or other manipulation for the sake of 
increasing game species. 

Just about everything the timber indus- 
try dislikes can create natural healthy edge 
habitat. Ants, moths, blights, fungi, Spruce 
Budworm, Bark Beetle, lightning, down 
drafts, landslides, woodpeckers, gregarious 
nesting birds such as Passenger Pigeons, 
rabbits, mice. Porcupine, Moose, and Beaver 
all are (were, in the case of the Passenger 
Pigeon) capable of killing trees. These spe- 
cies have co-evolved as parts of the forest 
ecosystem. They kill trees but not forests. 
These species have been designing the trees 
as they are designed by the trees. If these 


Florida Panther. . . 

continued from page 21 
it is a proposal for a major federal action with 
significant environmental effects, and thus 
requires the preparation of an EIS. A mere 
environmental assessment (EA) is not suffi- 
cient to examine the direct, indirect and 
long-term effects of implementing this pro- 
posal. Only through an EIS can the American 
public and independent scientific commu- 
nity have adequate opportunity to partici- 
pate in the decision making process, pursu- 
ant to the provisions of both the National 
Environmental Policy Act and the Endan- 
gered Species Act. The EF! Biodiversity Proj- 
ect has formally advised the Fish and Wild- 
life Service of this legal requirement. 

To date, however, the FWS has failed to 
honor our request for an EIS and is preparing 
only an EA. If an unlimited number of 
permits are approved, it could doom the wild 
Florida Panther and its habitat. This is a 
battle not only for the Florida Panther — it is 
for the last of wild Florida! 

Is the Florida Panther to be one more 
wild creature doomed to the cages of the 
American entertainment industry? Not 
without a fight! 

What You Can Do; Please write to the 
following Fish and Wildlife Service offi- 
cials and express your outrage. Insist that 
FWS prepare an EIS before capturing more 
Panthers. 

‘John Turner, Director, Fish and Wildlife 

Service, Interior Dept., 18th & C Sts NW, 

Washington, DC 20240 

‘James W. Pulliam, Jr., Regional Director, 

USFWS, 75 Spring St SW, Atlanta, GA 

30303 
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beings ever overharvested, they would go 
extinct. Since loggers are overharvesting, 
they will go extinct. 

Each of the animals above is capable of 
creating natural openings that encourage 
biological diversity. Many have co-evolved 
with certain species of trees; others utilize the 
forest at certain stages of development. 
Many, such as the blights, are cyclic; some 
are species specific, including most of the 
10,560 types of moths found in North Amer- 
ica. Others concentrate on small patches of 
land — like Great Blue Herons, which nest in 
colonies and deposit so much guano that 
they kill most plants under their nests, as 
well as the nesting trees themselves. 

Storms can have a tremendous impact, 
but here in the North, they are unreliable. 
One of the few species that provides disrup- 
tions in a predictable manner, and creates 
uniform and contiguous openings, is the 
Beaver, Castor canadensis, the same critter 
that helped spur the development of Turtle 
Island — felt hats, Hudson Bay Company, 
Jim Bridger, and all that. This animal was 
one of the most important factors of biologi- 
cal diversity in the North. 

Beaver create ponds, which go dry and 
form meadows, which are transformed into 
alder runs, which mature into aspen stands, 
which are replaced by later stage growth, 
which may be flooded and killed to become 
swamp. The predictability of Beaver ecology 
makes this species important for the stability 
and, therefore, the diversity of forest ecosys- 
tems. Some Beaver colonies have main- 
tained large ponds in the same place for 
many centuries, creating important aquatic 
systems. Other sections of watersheds have 
been managed by the Beaver in a manner 
leading to flowages undergoing fairly rapid 
succession. These latter flowages are the 
main topic of this article, for they are key to 
the biodiversity of the North. 

The vast temperate zone Eastern forest 
had old-growth trees nearly as large as any in 
North America. Big trees, though, are only 
part of the old-growth system. Natural open- 
ings are also important, and Beaver were 
critical for creating these openings. 

After a typical Beaver pond has been 
established for several generations, it is shal- 
low and covers perhaps a couple hectares. 
Because it is shallow and aging, it is covered 
with weeds: duck-weed, pond-weed, water- 
lily, and Floating-heart. Along the shore are 
arrowheads, Water-plantain, Buckbean, cat- 
tail, and water-arum. Farther up the shore 
live jungus, pitcher-plants, sedges, Bullrush; 
then Steeple-bush, Leather-leaf, Labrador- 
tea, Rhodora, and roses; then alder, aspen, 
birch, maple, orBlackSpruce. Finally we fade 
into mature old-growth trees of the terres- 
trial part of the forest. 

This is an aging well established pond- 
to-forest system maintained by generations 
of Beaver. But the pond is filling in and the 
shore provides little for new construction 
material and only enough food for one pair 
of adult Beaver and their offspring. The 
rodents must travel farther from the safety of 
the water to reach food. Thus they need to 
leave this pond and build a new home or be 
eaten. Generally, the length of time a pond 
is occupied and the number of animals it can 
support is determined by the productivity of 
brush on the shore area, the size of the pond, 
and its shore line index (the ratio of shore 
line length to surface area of the pond). The 
larger the pond and the more irregular its 
shore, the longer is its food producing edge. 

In spring the adults may have 2-4 pups. 
These young stay in the established pond for 
at least a year. Eventually, if they haven't 
been eaten by a Bobcat, Lynx, Coyote, bear, 
or wolf, they leave to establish their own 
ponds. Often a young Beaver will travel a 
considerable distance and build a small pool 
for food storage and a make-shift lodge; some 
young Beavers live like a Muskrat in a bank 
burrow. In the first year, the Beaver girdles 
many of the larger trees around the pond 
site, killing the older trees and allowing 
young brush to grow up in its place. This 
brush and the tops of the fallen trees are the 
Beaver's food and construction material. 
Some Beavers wait until the second year to 
construct a lodge and a dam, which may 
flood a large area and create a swamp. 

\ Most swamps in the North were created 
by Beavers. Ironically, the Environmental 
Protection Agency, through the National 
Environmental Policy Act, protects ephem- 
eral swamps because of their biodiversity — 
but does not protect their creators. Like the 
young of most species, the young Beaver is 
likely to be killed, leaving a new swamp to 
quickly regenerate. A more fortunate Beaver 
may be joined by a mate, and the young 
couple’s pond, much like their parents’, will 
slowly fill with sediment. 

As the pond ages, it becomes a more 


stable system, and the number of species at 
each trophic level increases. With a young 
pond, early successional species tend to be 
common but represent only a few groups. 
This is relatively unstable because each tro- 
phic level is occupied by a small number of 
large populations. Each population is filling 
a large amount of ecological space and there- 
fore is highly significant to trophic levels 
above and below it. If a population crashes, 
the destabilizing effect on other populations 
is much greater in diversity-poor systems 
than in diversity-rich systems. As a system 
ages, species composition changes and be- 
comes more diverse. In an aging pond, 
aquatic animals and plants are replaced by 
semi-aquatic varieties. Cold water species 
are replaced by warm water species. As the 
area becomes more terrestrial, species com- 
position adjusts accordingly. 

Eventually the Beavers themselves will 
be displaced. When the pond reaches the 
point where it no longer provides the early 
successional plant stages required by the 
Beaver, the colony must move or die. 

Without the Beaver the dam will even- 
tually go into disrepair and wash out. 
Whereas during the flooding of the area after 
the dam was built, a swamp became a pond 
undergoing eutrophication, after the dam's 
demise the pond becomes a meadow with an 
entrenched stream meandering through it. 
Because of the nutrient cycle of the aquatic 
system formerly in this place, the meadow is 
very fertile and productive. This is the habi- 
tat favored by many insects, voles, Wood- 
chucks (yes, there were Woodchucks before 
stone walls just as there were Silverfish before 
sink drains), Northern Bog Lemmings, 
White-tailed Deer, mice, Grasshopper Spar- 
rows, Great Blue Herons, hawks, woodpeck- 
ers, warblers, Ribbon Snakes and more. 

In the meantime, generations of young 
Beaver have left the pond to continue the 
process of disturbing old-growth and creat- 
ing in succession swamps, trout ponds full of 
ducks and dragonflies, marshes, meadows, 
alder stands and maple groves . These areas of 
Beaver management are in a perpetual state 
of change, typifying the dynamic equilib- 
rium of North American ecosystems before 
Hudson Bay Company began to exploit the 
continent for pelts. This dynamic equilib- 
rium provides the environmental stress that 
drives evolution. 

Preservation efforts on this continent 
have failed to protect this dynamic equilib- 
rium. According to conservation biologist 


Michael Soule, the difference between pres- 
ervation and conservation is that conserva- 
tion allows for evolution and genetic equilib- 
rium, whereas preservation isolates and stag- 
nates populations and their habitat. Given 
that the alternative to evolution and adapta- 
tion is extinction, attempts to preserve habi- 
tat in a static condition are doomed to fail, 
thus the need for huge preserves allowing 
dynamic forces free play. 

Wetlands protection laws [e.g., Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, which requires 
persons wanting to dredge or fill wetlands to 
obtain a permit from the the Army Corps of 
Engineers, and requires the Corps to consult 
with the EPA before granting the permits] 
only preserve aquatic and semi -aquatic sys- 
tems in their present state. In a natural 
system, as wetlands fill in, they would be 
replaced elsewhere by new wetlands, some 
created by Beaver. But this is not being 
allowed to happen. A non-estuarine wetland 
today won't be a wetland five generations 
from now. 

The manipulation of ecosystems to the 
exclusion of Beaver by loggers, Fish and 
Game departments, trappers, developers and 
woodland owners must be stopped — imme- 
diately. This animal is the link between the 
terrestrial and the aquatic. If the Beaver is 
not returned to its natural range and num- 
bers, we cannot have a complete temperate 
forest ecosystem. We cannot replace the 
flood control lost with the extirpation of the 
Beaver by building dams. We cannot replace 
the silt control of thousands of small natural 
dams. The Black Duck cannot be dreamed 
back from the slide toward extinction with- 
out the Beaver. We cannot build enough 
artificial nesting boxes for the mergansers 
and the Wood Duck. Game managers can- 
not mow a field and have it come back to 
Cotton Grass one year, and then years later 
Bullrush, and later still maple and Black 
Spruce, followed in a few years by trout and 
Duck Weed. 

The Beaver is the ultimate game man- 
ager, the best in crop rotation. For the sake 
of the Osprey, Sweetflag, and Damselfly, we 
need to bringback the Beaverecosystem. We 
can no longer allow forest mismanagement 
under the falsehood that it replaces the edge 
created by Beaver and the other natural tree 
killers. 

Jeff “ Fish Sc Chips’ Elliott is a biologist 
currently unemployed by PAW and New. Flamp- 
shire EF! 







BIODIVERSITY REPORTS 

Cahaba Shiner's Future 


oil. Critical Habitat is recommended. While the 

On 1 December 1989, Alabama's De- proposal is a good first step, the FWS seems 

partment of Environmental Management unaware that time is running out for this 

(ADEM) issued a permit to McKenzie Meth- species and its only habitat. The entire 

ane Corp., allowing them to discharge "pro- Cahaba Ecosystem needs an immediate res- 

duced waters" from their wells into the toration effort, an approach clearly in keep- 

Cahaba. By-products of drilling, these wa- ing with the spirit of the Endangered Species 

ters contain large amounts of chlorides and Act. 

various heavy metals. The ecological ramifi- With that spirit in mind, this writer 

cations for the Cahaba of this discharge are proposes that the FWS immediately do the 
unknown. following: 1) Acknowledge the precarious 

Within 48 hours of its issuance, the predicament of the Cahaba Ecosystem. 2) 

permit was suspended, following the discov- Designate Critical Habitat for the Cahaba 

ery that one of McKenzie's settling ponds Shiner. 3) Instigate a multi-species listing 

containing an undetermined amount of effort for the Cahaba River which includes 

chemicals had been intentionally breached. the Goldline Darter, Alabama Shovelnose 

Some of the pond's contents flowed into the Sturgeon, and Cahaba Lily. 4) Notify all 

Cahaba. Men were fired and McKenzie federal agencies that any actions they plan 

apologized while appealing the suspension that are likely to jeopardize the Cahaba's 

of their permit. Meanwhile, as the issue sensitive species may not take place until the 

becomes polarized, other drilling companies agency confers with the FWS Director about 

wait, poised to begin methane extraction in those actions. 5) Formally ask the Secretary 

the Cahaba Basin. of the Interior to list the Cahaba Shiner on an 

From the air, certain areas of the Emergency basis, as provided for in Section 4 
Cahaba's banks appear bombed, the result of of the ESA. 

drills and dozers carving a new industry out Environmental stresses in the Deep 

of the wilderness. Large clearcuts checker- South are unraveling one of America's most 

board parts of Shelby and Bibb Counties; diverse bioregions! Our once pristine rivers 

new roads snake from well to well. On rainy are filling with silt and sewage. American 

days trickles of muddy water head downhill Rivers recently called the Cahaba one of the 

from dozer tracks to the River. Settling on nation's 10 most endangered rivers. One 

the once sandy bottom, this addition of silt eminent biologist recently predicted that by 

is anathema to the Cahaba's delicate ecol- the year 2000 Notropis cahabae will be only a 

ogy. memory. This issue involves the integrity of 

To add insult to injury, on March 25 the an entire aquatic community. It is about the 
ADEM director, against overwhelming pub- intrinsic value of an ecosystem, 
lie outcry, issued another permit, to Pruett WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write the FWS 

Oil, approving the discharge of coal bed Regional Director, James Pulliam, 75 

methane waters into the Cahaba River. Bi- Spring St, SW, Atlanta, GA 30303. Tell 

ologists quickly denounced the action. A him you support the listing of the Cahaba 

local conservation group has vowed to ap- Shiner as an Endangered Species. Tell him 

peal the permit. this species cannot wait for the usual 

Sound hopeless? Not entirely. In painstakingly slow listing process before 

March of this year. Fish & Wildlife Service's receiving federal protection. Request an 

Jackson, Mississippi field office once again Emergency listing. 

proposed a rule to list Notropis cahabae as an — Ned Mudd, Jr., POB 130411, Birming- 

Endangered Species (Federal Register, ham, AL 35213 
Vol.55, No.53, 19 March 1990, p.10083). No 


Darkened by Coal 


The Cahaba River flows through the 
heart of Alabama. After sliding over a small 
impoundment near Birmingham, it be- 
comes the state's longest free -flowing river. 
Half of Alabama's population lives within an 
hour of the Cahaba. Over half a million 
people drink from it every day. Biologists say 
the Cahaba is one of the most biodiverse 
rivers for its size in North America, hosting 
131 species of fish, hundreds of species of 
birds, and a' vast array of plants. This a/ray 
includes the Cahaba Lily, a variation of Spi- 
der Lily that blooms in dazzling profusion 
during late spring on the rocky shoals of the 
river. 

Below Selma the Cahaba joins the Ala- 
bama River for the last leg of their journey to 
the Gulf of Mexico. At this juncture, the 
American Alligator and the Alabama Shov- 
elnose Sturgeon make their way into the 
Cahaba. Once considered Endangered, Alli- 
gators are now sighted rather often. Not so 
the Sturgeon. 

The word ‘Cahaba’, like many place 
names in the South, derives from a Native 
American tongue; originally pronounced 
"Ika-Uba," it translates as "Waters Above." 
Speculation is that the term refers to God's 
waters. Archeological remains of native 
hunter-gatherers along the Cahaba date back 
to the last ice age. Even today, arrowheads 
are a common find on the River’s banks. 
More recent Cahaba-related activities in- 
clude coal mining, gas recovery, sewage 
treatment, and the usual development. 

In 1976 the EPA concluded: "... if the 
amount of pollution added to the [Cahaba] 
river continues, there is no doubt that the 
river will be degraded to the extent that it no 
longer can be an asset to the community." 
Unfortunately, very little attention was 
given to this pronouncement. 

Several aquatic species are endemic to 
the Cahaba, including Notropis cahabae, the 
Cahaba Shiner. At about two inches long, 
this fish is confined to the main channel of a 
single river. Little is known about the spe- 
cies. Not a particularly glamorous fish, it is 
elusive, making it hard to study ... and it is 
disappearing. 

The State of Alabama considers Notropis 
cahabae to be an endangered species; the 
federal government does not — not yet. 
Remissly, Alabama offers only weak protec- 
tion measures for the Cahaba Shiner, meas- 
ures so far totally ineffective. Meanwhile, 
non-point sources of pollution — urban run- 
off and siltation from agriculture —continue 
to degrade the Shiner's habitat downstream 
from one of Alabama's most massive devel- 
opment schemes: Birmingham. 

As folks flock to the "burbs" along the 
banks of Cahaba Basin, they bring all the 


accoutrements of urban life: pesticides, auto- 
related pollutants, garbage, and sewage. 
New development projects sprout like weeds 
just south of town, oftentimes neaT the River. 
Rains inadvertently wash loose fill dirt into 
construction site holding ponds, which fre- 
quently fail. During the severe rains and 
flooding of this past February, the Cahaba 
looked like a chocolate milk shake. 

The Cahaba Shiner’s relative, Notropis 
caeruleus, has fared even worse. This small 
fish, commonly known as the Blue Shiner, 
has not been seen in the Cahaba River, one of 
its primary habitats, since the early 1970s. 
Like the Cahaba Shiner, it needs clean water 
and a sandy substrate. The Cahaba’s sandy 
bottom and rocky shoals apparently had 
provided the Blue Shiner with favorable 
spawning grounds. As eutrophication and 
siltation occurred, the Blue Shiner vanished. 

The Blue Shiner is an indicator of the 
overall health of its habitat. Its demise 
within the Cahaba Ecosystem sent out a clear 
message: the Cahaba is being adversely af- 
fected by human activities. Yet little was 
done to preserve this unique aquatic ecosys- 
tem. 

Appearing in Vol.42, No. 229 of the 
Federal Register was the following notice: 
"The [US Fish and Wildlife] Service proposes 
to determine the Cahaba shiner ( Notropis 
sp.), spring pygmy sunfish ( Elassoma sp.), 
goldline darter ( Percina aurolineata ) and 
pygmy sculpin (Cottus pygmaeus) to be En- 
dangered Species and to identify Critical 
Habitat for these species. This action is being 
taken because of their decreased population 
levels and threatened modification of their 
habitat." That was on 29 November 1977. 
To date, neither the Cahaba Shiner nor Gold- 
line Darter, the two species listed above that 
rely on the Cahaba River for their existence, 
has received federal protection. 

So what happened? By some accounts, 
the Birmingham Area Chamber of Com- 
merce spent thousands of dollars to prevent 
the listing of these two species. Apparently 
afraid that designation of Critical Habitat 
would hinder plans to develop along the 
Cahaba, the local business community got 
busy. 

Somehow the Cahaba Shiner kept a 
tenuous grasp on life through the booming 
1980s. But now, on top of the already men- 
tioned stresses upon the river, another disas- 
ter looms: coal bed methane. 

According to industry estimates, 
twenty trillion cubic feet of methane gas lie 
below the Alabama hardwoods. Similar 
pockets of coal bed methane exist in other 
Southern states, virtually ignored until now. 
Ostensibly, if this source of energy can be 
tapped, America will depend less on foreign 


Biodiversity Wins Over Haul Road 


The Clearwater National Forest in Idaho 
has formally decided against a proposal to 
build the Dworshak Access log haul road 
through the heart of the proposed Aquarius 
Research Natural Area (RNA). (See back is- 
sues.) In his 4/6/90 decision to select the "no 
action" alternative for the proposal, North 
Fork District Ranger Arthur Bourassa said the 
road would pose too great a risk to the pro- 
posed RNA. He noted, "The area has been 
designated a proposed natural area because it 
is considered the richest and best collection 
of coastal disjunct species east of the Cascade 
Range that has remained after the construc- 
tion of Dworshak Reservoir." 

Indeed, a 1988 study conducted for The 
Nature Conservancy by Robert Mosely 
found "38 populations of seven rare plant 
species along two alternative [haul road] 
routes." Among these is the rare Bank 
Monkeyflower ( Mimulus clivicola), classified 
as a "sensitive" species by the Forest Service 
and under consideration for Endangered 
Species Act listingby the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service. Mosely found the Bank 
Monkeyflower's global distribution to be 
confined to north-central Idaho and adja- 
cent Washington and Oregon. Mosely also 
found that the lower proposed haul route 
would impact the only known population of 
the rare Coeur d'Alene Salamander ( Pletho - 
don idahoensis; see back issues) within the 
proposed RNA. 

When Idaho's US Senator Steve Symms 
heard in 1988 that the Forest Service was 
considering not building the road because of 
the effects it would haYe on the Bank Mon- 
keyflower and other rare species, he report- 
edly proclaimed, "I'd rather go up there and 
hoe the damn things out." Symms was 
joined by fellow Idaho Senator James 
McClure and others in pressuring the FS to 
build the road. McClure apparently shares 
Symms's contempt for rare wildlife, having 
said about the Northern Spotted Owl, "We 
have none in Idaho, we shoot 'em coming 


across the border." 

Despite the intense political pressure, 
the Forest Service did the right thing. The 
road would have allowed logs to be dumped 
into Dworshak Reservoir. Bourassa cited 
uncertainties about whether the reservoir 
would have enough water to make the log 
dump site usable over the logging season, 
and whether the logs would have a signifi- 
cant, negative effect on water quality. 

In addition to deciding not to construct 
the road, Bourassa initiated "preparation of 
an establishment report, and ultimately, a 
management plan for" the proposed Aquar- 
ius RNA, to be completed within three years. 
While the long-term future of the proposed 
RNA and haul road is yet to be decided, 
Bourassa has struck a blow for the mainte- 
nance of biodiversity in what Moseley calls 
"the last remaining intact example of the 
most unusual ecosystem in the northern 
Rocky Mountains." 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write Ranger 
Bourassa and express your appreciation of 
his decision to "Just Say No" to the timber 
industry and Idaho's Congressional dele- 
gation. Your earlier letters on this matter 
may be what encouraged Bourassa to take 
a stand for biodiversity. Again encourage 
him to work to make final the Aquarius 
RNA designation and insist that no roads 
ever be built through the Aquarius RNA, as 
road-building is inconsistent with the 
intent of the RNA program. Send a copy of 
your letter to the Regional Forester, who 
has authority over the designation of 
RNAs. 

*Ranger Arthur Bourassa, North Fork 
Ranger District, POB 2139, Orofino, ID 
83544 

'Regional Forester John Mumma, Region 
1, USDA-FS, POB 7669, Missoula, MT 
59807 

— Keith Hammer, EF! Biodiversity 

Project 
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OLD-GROWTH IN THE EAST 


A Preliminary 

by Mary Davis 

Introduction 

As aptly summarized by Bill McKibben 
in The End of Nature, the Earth First! move- 
ment "wants a different world, where roads 
are tom out to create vast new wildernesses, 
where most development ceases, and where 
much of man's imprint on the earth is slowly 
erased. Earth First! ['s] . . . purpose is defense 
of the wild, the natural, the nonhuman." 
Wilderness and biodiversity are the 
movement's two central concerns. Why, 
then, should we concern ourselves with old- 
growth in the East? The term brings to mind 
small, isolated tracts, surviving only in a few 
forgotten pockets. 

This study was undertaken on the as- 
sumption that more old-growth remains in 
the East than has been commonly recog- 
nized. Our research has shown this assump- 
tion to be truer than we anticipated. What 
began as a small project has turned into a 
major, long-term undertaking, ofwhichthis 
report is only the first stage. Almost every 
eastern state has some old-growth, and areas 
of thousands of acres each exist in Maine, 
Pennsylvania, North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, Michigan, and Minnesota. 

Furthermore, the tracts, even the small- 
est, are valuable. Although all are only 
remnants of viable ecosystems, they can play 
a key role in Earth Firstl's plans for wilder- 
ness. Some, with restoration, could become 
core areas of future wildernesses. Others 
could become nodes of biodiversity, linked 
by corridors. 

Old-growth stands can also help edu- 
cate the general public and give scientists 
opportunities for constructive research. 
Americans tend to value the nation's history. 
Knowing that venerable trees, deliberately 
spared from cutting by many generations of 
Americans, are today falling victim to the 
axe or to pollution may bring home the need 
to change our ways. By studying natural 
processes in old-growth forests, scientists 
can learn how to manage in a truly sustain- 
able way the forests that we draw on to meet 
our needs. 

In a symbolic sense, old-growth forests 
are seeds for recovery. They give us glimpses, 
imperfect though they are, of what Earth 
First! is working toward. They are seeds for 
recovery also in a physical sense, as they gen- 
erally contain mostly native plants, from 
which disturbed landscapes can be revege- 
tated. 

Unfortunately they are threatened 
seeds. Some are menaced by logging. In the 
course of research for this article we learned 
of two large areas of old-growth in danger of 
timbering, one in the Northeast and one in 
the Midwest. We also learned of two sizable 
areas in the Southeast that were recently cut. 
All are threatened by ground-level ozone, 
acid deposition, other pollutants, and cli- 
mate change. A major reason for publishing 
a preliminary survey is to alert environmen- 
talists that old-growth still exists in the East 
and that it needs our attention. 

This attention should take the form of 
both protection and restoration. Tracts in 
federal forests should be given Research 
Natural Area (RNA) status, if they are not 
already sheltered. Privately owned land 
needs the protection of The Nature Conser- 
vancy or a non-profit land trust. Activists 
should work to secure RNA status or appro- 
priate ownership or easements for unpro- 
tected tracts, and should monitor and guard 
areas that already ostensibly enjoy protec- 
tion to be sure that standards are not vio- 
lated. Steps towards restoration should in- 
clude pressuring government agencies and 
other landowners to conduct habitat suita- 
bility studies for the reintroduction of extir- 
pated species, to carry through reintroduc- 
tion projects, and to restore areas around old- 
growth tracts to prevent harmful edge ef- 
fects. 

And what do we consider old-growth to 
be? Our definition of old-growth is that put 
forward by Robert Zahner in the Yule 1989 
issue of Earth First! Journal : "Old-growth 
forests are forests having a long, uninter- 
rupted period of development, or scientifi- 
cally speaking, they are the end point of an 
ecosystem's development without distur- 
bance by modern man An old-growth 

forest always contains trees in all stages of 
aging, including senescence, as well as dying, 
standing dead, and fallen dead trees." This 
definition covers old second-growth forests 
that have not undergone human distur- 
bance during their developmental cycle. 
"Virgin," on the other hand, excludes see- 
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Overview 

ond-growth forests, as, to us, it means never 
cut by Euro-Americans and not grazed by 
their animals. 

What we primarily seek is tracts of forest 
that look largely as they would appear had 
not Europeans settled North America. As a 
general rule, this means virgin old- growth. 
However, we have not entirely neglected 
virgin tracts that are not old-growth or areas 
that are not virgin. We mention some tracts 
relatively undisturbed by modern humans 
on which the trees are all young as a result of 
natural causes such as periodic stand-replac- 
ing fires or frequent storms. Also we give 
entries to some tracts that have been selec- 
tively and lightly cut or that have been 
grazed by livestock. In these cases we have 
specified the nature of the human distur- 
bance to the extent allowed by our sources. 

We apply our definition of old-growth 
only loosely, in part because this survey is a 
compilation of the work of other researchers. 
The author has not conducted field studies. 
Therefore, fpr a given state, we have been in- 
fluenced by the definition of old-growth 
adopted by leading researchers in that state. 
We have briefly indicated their standards, if 
they stated them. 

We set a desired minimum tract size — 
100 acres. We give an individual entry to 
each area of virgin old-growth of this size or 
greater. We also devote individual entries to 
a few smaller areas of special ecological sig- 
nificance or great rarity; and we summarize 
information on some additional small areas. 
The extent to which we cover pocket-size 
tracts depends somewhat on the state. For a 
state with many tracts over 100 acres we saw 
less reason to speak of 20-acre tracts (the 
standard for several major studies) than for a 
state with none. 

Somewhat arbitrarily we have limited 
our report geographically by drawing a line 
south from western Minnesota through east- 
ern Texas to the Gulf of Mexico. Admittedly 
this approach is not altogether bioregional, 
because we have omitted Canada and per- 
haps also relics of forest typical of the eastern 
United States in Oklahoma, Kansas, Ne- 
braska, South Dakota, and North Dakota. A 
study of this type, however, necessarily pro- 
ceeds state by state, because key information 
sources are state natural heritage programs. 
Nature Conservancy chapters, and state 
departments of natural resources. 

In this issue of EF! Journal, we present 
the northeastern states. The next two issues 
will contain the southeastern, south-central, 
Ohio Valley, and midwestem states. 

Our information is arranged by state, 
with states grouped into five geographical 
regions. Within the regions, states are listed 
alphabetically. The listing of sites is organ- 
ized by acreage, with the largest first, except 
for Florida and Pennsylvania, where arrange- 
ments based on geographical location 
seemed more helpful. 

As the title of this report indicates, our 
accounts of each state must be regarded as 
tentative. All the state listings may be in- 
complete, some obviously more so than oth- 
ers. The starting point for our research in 
each state was the state's natural heritage 
program. Some speedily gave us relatively 
full information and leads for further re- 
search; a few never gave us anything. Our 
accounts reflect these responses. 

Furthermore, unbeknownst to our re- 
spondents and to us, some areas we list as 
virgin may have undergone grazing or lim- 
ited cutting. In some forests climax old- 
growth characteristics are never achieved, 
and past history is uncertain, so that it is 
difficult for researchers to ascertain a lack of 
disruption. Our acreage figures should also 
be regarded with caution. Accounts of old- 
growth tracts often do not make clear 
whether a statement of size refers to an entire 
area on which some old-growth is found or 
to the old-growth alone. We have tried in 
each case to determine the actual extent of 
the old-growth itself, but at times we may in- 
advertently have taken the whole for the part 
or vice versa. 

Readers should keep in mind that, as 
several of our respondents reminded us, no 
forest in the East (nor in the West, though 
healthier specimens do remain there) has 
escaped human impacts. Indians may have 
burned or otherwise manipulated some east- 
ern forests, especially those nearest the prai- 
rie. In the Midwest, they appear to have 
created and maintained grasslands to attract 
Buffalo. Their hunting and gathering may 
have affected wildlife populations. 

The effects of Euro-Americans are 
omnipresent and, as a rule, have been detri- ' 


mental to the health of ecosystems. In addi- 
tion to acid deposition and ground-level 
ozone, their impacts include the dissemina- 
tion of other pollutants, like pesticides, 
through the air and water; the introduction 
of exotic species; the extirpation of native 
species, mostly animals, especially preda- 
tors; and edge effects that impact any 
remnants not surrounded by relatively natu- 
ral forest. 

As a result, none of the areas that we 
describe is a natural, complete ecosystem. 
All are in need of restoration such as the 
reintroduction of animal species and the clo- 
sure of roads. 

In concluding the introduction we wish 
to extend our deep appreciation to the many 
people who responded to our queries, and to 


CONNECTICUT 

A tornado in 1989 leveled the last siz- 
able old-growth stand in Connecticut — 42 
acres of White Pines and Eastern Hemlocks 
known as the Cathedral Pines and owned by 
The Nature Conservancy. The Conservancy 
plans to remove only fallen trees along the 
edge of the tract, and to let the land regener- 
ate naturally, despite the protests of area 
residents (2). This stand was "the result of 
old-field succession 150-250 years ago" as are 
the few remaining old-growth areas. A hur- 
ricane destroyed Connecticut's last virgin 
stand, on the southeastern coast, in 1938 (1). 
(These natural disturbances emphasize the 
need for large preserves. Small, isolated 
stands are particularly vulnerable to high 
winds.) 

SOURCES: 

(1) Metzler, J. Kenneth, Environmental Analyst, Connecti- 
cut Department of Environmental Protection. 1-17-90 let- 
ter. 

(2) The Nature Conservancy. 1990. CT. The Nature Conser- 
vancy Magazine 40(1):22. 

MAINE 

In 1980-82 the Maine Critical Areas 
Program in the State Planning Office con- 
ducted a statewide inventory of old-growth 
forests. The staff sought information from 
timber corporations, government foresters, 
and the general public. Researchers field 
checked 104 of the leads received and recom- 
mended 68 of the sites for evaluation for 
critical area status. Most of the sites are less 
than 50 acres in size. Althpugh "undis- 
turbed" was one of the inventory's criteria, 
many have undergone limited cutting. 

The publication describing the 
inventory, Natural Old-Growth Forest Stands 
in Maine, states that" "additional work re- 
mains to complete the documentation of 
old-growth forests throughout Maine" (2, p. 
1). The compilers believed that assistance 
fromthe timber industry would be needed to 
finish the docurhentation. What the inven- 
tory does, the report says, is to give "a series 
of representative stands” (2, p. 8). 

Lissa Widoff, formerly an ecologist for 
the Maine Chapter of The Nature Conser- 
vancy and the Maine Natural Heritage Pro- 
gram, disagrees as to the representativeness 
of the inventory's stands. She believes that 
the inventory was too narrow in its focus and 
that the researchers may have been mistaken 
in concentrating on private lands. The in- 
ventory cannot be faulted as regards north- 
ern hardwoods, she says; but it does not 
reflect accurately the variety of forest types in 
Maine. 

Apart from Big Reed Pond, which is in a 
class by itself, old-growth in Maine is on land 
that is subalpine or too wet or too steep for 
easy harvesting, according to Widoff. Most 
of Maine's subalpine spruce-fir forests can be 
considered old-growth, because they have 
either never been cut or were cut so long ago 
that the stands now show forest dynamics 
typical of natural stands. Baxter State Park, 
for example, has subalpine old-growth. 
Central and southeastern Maine have old- 
growth floodplain forests with Silver Maple 
(Acer saccharinum) and Red Maple ( Acer ru- 
brum). 

Few old-grpwth cedar swamps remain, 
because cedar Js a valuable wood, and in 
winter, when the swamps are frozen, the 
trees are accessible. The White Mountain 
National Forest in western Maine contains 
forest stands that have not been cut at least 
for a long time, because the trees are hard to 
reach, and because, near hiking trails, the 
Forest Service manages the land to produce 
mature forest, for scenic reasons. Here an 
appearance of old-growth can be found (5). 

H. W. Vogelmann of the University of 
Vermont described to us one small but valu- 
able tract: a 6-acre Black Gum swamp in New 


request further assistance. Any value inher- 
ent in this report is the result of our respon- 
dents’ generosity with their knowledge and 
their time. In addition to the staffs of many 
natural heritage programs, they include, as 
indicated in the notes, members of the US 
Forest Service and National Park Service; 
employees of state agencies. The Nature 
Conservancy, and other land-preservation 
organizations; and concerned individuals. 
Special thanks go to ecologist Reed Noss, 
who reviewed and amended the text of this 
study. We would appreciate receiving cor- 
rections, revisions, and additions to this 
report, which we shall incorporate into fu- 
ture publications. They should be sent to the 
author at 213 Westmoreland Court, Geor- 
getown, KY 40324. 


Gloucester, with Black Gum ( Nyssa sylvatica) 
400-450 years old. The swamp was in excel- 
lent condition when he studied it some time 
ago for National Natural Landmark status; 
but was in private hands (4). 

The inventory researchers and Lissa 
Widoff agree that more work on old-growth 
is needed. The state of Maine has taken a step 
in the right direction by employing someone 
to propose a system of ecological preserves 
for the state that would include the best 
existing samples of each type of community. 
Old-growth will necessarily be one of her 
concerns. Like most other states Maine has 
no single source of information on old- 
growth sites. The data that exists is scattered 
(5). 

Since we did not succeed in obtaining 
detailed site information from sources other 
than the inventory, our examples are drawn 
from this publication. The inventory does 
not state who owns the land it describes. 
According to Widoff, most of the tracts are 
private, some state-owned; and presumably 
most are still uncut (5). 

The inventory recommended for fur- 
ther study, stands dominated respectively by 
Eastern Hemlock ( Tsuga canadensis), Red 
Spruce ( Picea rubens ), White Pine ( Pinus stro- 
bus), Red Pine ( Pinus resinosa ), cedar, oak, 
and northern hardwoods. The hemlock, 
cedar, and oak stands are small. The finest 
stands are the northern hardwoods, several 
of which are described below. We also de- 
scribe representatives of the White Pine and 
Red Spruce areas, though none of these 
stands met our criteria. 

For Red Pine the inventory came twenty 
years too late. In 1962-63 the Maine Forest 
Service selectively cut the stand that was by 
far the largest, the 280-acre Cathedral Pines 
in Franklin County, to remove "overmature 
white pine and sawlog size red pine for tele- 
phone poles" (2, p. 149). In nevertheless 
recommending the site for further study, the 
Planning Office notes that "Although this 
stand has had salvage cuts through most of 
the area, the removal has not lessened the 
integrity of the stand because the salvage 
only removed dead trees." (2, p. 150). We are 
reminded that views of old-growth are 
changing for the better, with growing appre- 
ciation of dead wood as well as live trees. 

Big Reed Pond Preserve, around Big Reed 
Pond, north of Baxter State Park (Piscataquis 
County) 

3800 acres of old-growth mixed hard- 
woods and conifers, recently acquired by The 
Nature Conservancy (TNC) as the bulk of a 
5000-acre preserve, plus 1200 acres of pre- 
sumed old-growth owned by the Pingree- 
Wheatland heirs. The 5000 acres of old- 
growth and presumed old-growth, which 
surround Big Reed Pond, constitute a natural 
mixed mosaic of the forest types in Maine, 
including spruce-fir, northern hardwoods, 
cedar swamps, and rich wood s. In ha ving the 
whole range in one area, the site is unique, 
according to Lissa Widoff, who helped INC 
make its purchase. She feels that Big Reed 
Pond is "definitely the largest" mid- to low- 
elevation old-growth in the state, and that it 
is probably virgin (5). At the time of the 
inventory, researchers were allowed to see 
only 10 acres of what was then the 5 100-acre 
Big Reed Pond Study Area, owned by the 
Pingree-Wheatland heirs. They reported 
that the acres appeared uncut. 

Unfortunately, in late winter of 1990 it 
appeared that a logging road was being cut 
into the portion of the site not owned by 
TNC, and that logging would soon begin. 
However, the March/April issue of The Nature 
Conservancy Magazine reported the following 
news: "Having previously saved 3800 acres 
at Big Reed, the Maine Chapter recently 
placed an additional 1013-acre parcel under 
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contract. The new parcel rounds out the 
southern and eastern boundaries of the pre- 
serve, which now embraces an entire water- 
shed, a second wilderness pond, and an esti- 
mated 80% of Maine’s 'virgin' forest." For 
updates contact Jamie Sayen (see Earth First! 
directory) (3). Seven Islands Land Company 
manages the unprotected land. 

Yankeetuladi Hardwoods, in the northwest 
comer of the state (Aroostook County) 

240 acres of virgin Sugar Maple, Ameri- 
can Beech ( Fagus grandifolia), and Yellow 
Birch ( Betula lutea), on a ridge 1200' in eleva- 
tion. Most of the Yellow Birch are dying, but 
seedlings of the three tree species, along with 
Shining Club Moss ( Lycopodium lucidulum) 
and Evergreen Wood Fern ( Dryopteris inter- 
media), stud the ground. Scattered through 
the stand are big White Spruce (Picea glauca) 
and smaller Red Spruce, in addition to beech 
saplings and shrubs. The canopy covers 90% 
of the stand and is an average of 55' in height 
(2, pp. 179-81). 

Hafey Hardwoods, just south of Yankeetu- 
ladi 

100 acres of apparently uncut, predomi- 
nantly small beech and large Sugar Maples 
(16"-21" dbh [diameter at breast height]) on 
a ridge 1300' in elevation. The trees are more 
than 275 years old (2, pp. 181-82). 

Musquacook Hardwoods, northwest 
Maine (Aroostook County) A 125-acre, 
uncut ridge, dominated by Sugar Maple and 
beech. Yellow Birch, apparently experienc- 
ing dieback, and fir are found throughout the 
stand; and Red Spruce and Red Maple are also 
present. The canopy is 60' high, and covers 
90% of the area. The basal area of 27.3 square 
meters per hectare is the greatest for hard- 
wood stands in the region. The stand illus- 
trates the dynamics of hardwood forests, as it 
appears to have two even-aged components, 
about 115 years and about 200 years of age. 
Apparently one part of the stand suffered a 
natural blowdown about 1 15 years ago; the 
older section may have grown up after a fire 
(2, pp. 182-83). 

T13 Rll Red Spruce (Aroostook County) 

92 acres of old-growth Red Spruce and 
Balsam Fir ( Abies balsamea). The stand is in 
a flat, shallow saddle, 1400' in elevation, 
between two ridge tops. The spruce are of 
various ages up to 200 years and are replacing 
themselves. Other trees in the area are Paper 
Birch ( Betula papyrifera), beech, and Striped 
Maple ( Acer pensylvanicum).' The forest is 
undisturbed except for the cutting of a few 
White Pine in the 1860s. Whether these 
were within the 92-acre old-growth stand is 
unclear (2, pp. 66-68). 

The oldest stand of Red Spruce is 4 acres 
at Basin Ponds in Baxter State Park (Pis- 
cataquis County), where the trees average 
190 years and the oldest is over 380 years (2, 
p. 77). 

Gero Island Old-Growth White Pine 
Stand, northern Maine (Piscataquis County) 

70 acres of old-growth White Pine. The 
pines tower over spruce and fir, which form 
the lower level of the two-level stand. On the 
north end of Gero Island the pines are 150- 
200 years old, 100'-120' tall, and up to 38" 
dbh. This is one of the few areas of the state 
where White Pine is "maintained in its natu- 
ral presettlement condition" (2, p. 113). 

SOURCES: 

(1) Conkllng, Philip W. 1978. Old-Growth White Pine 
Stands In Maine and Their Relevance to the Critical Areas 
Program. Planning Report no. 61. Maine State Planning 
Office, Augusta. These stands were all small. 

(2) Maine Critical Areas Program of the State Planning 
Office. 1983. Natural Old-Growth Forest Stands In Maine 
and Their Relevance to the Critical Areas Program. Planning 
Report no. 79. Maine State Planning Office. The person to 
whom the planning office referred us for updates did not 
respond to our queries. 

(3) Sayen, Jamie. 1990. Maine Old Growth Faces the Chain- 
saw. Earth First! 10(4):7. 

(4) Vogelmann, H.W. 1990, March 15. Phone call. 

(5) Wldoff, Llssa, formerly Ecologist for the Maine Chapter 
of The Nature Conservancy and the Maine Natural Heritage 
Program. 1990, March 2. Phone call. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

As Patricia Swain of the Massachusetts 
Natural Heritage Program notes, Massachu- 
setts is "unlikely" to have "truly virgin" for- 
est, because of its long period of settlement 
and heavy use of wood (8). Nevertheless, she 
and Robert T. Leverett of Holyoke called our 
attention to many acres of old-growth. The 
larger areas are listed below. Smaller sites 
include Beinecke Stand — up to 60 acres of 
northern hardwoods owned by Williams 
College (2); Bash Bish Falls Region — "per- 
haps 15 or 20 acres" in Washington State 
Forest (4); Ice Glenn — 20-25 virgin acres in a 
narrow ravine with "300-year old hemlocks 
and several towering White Pines," in and 
owned by the town of Stockbridge (4). 

Cold River Gorge, in Mohawk Trail State 
Forest in western Massachusetts (Berkshire 
County) 

An extensive area of old-growth, the 
exact size of which is undetermined. An 
article in the Boston Globe (9-25-88) gave the 


size as 2400 acres, Leverett reports. That 
figure "seems high ... but it is by far the 
largest area in the state." He estimates "600 
or 800 acres, although the figure could be 
over 1000" (4). Within the watershed, the 
largest single area is west of the confluence of 
Black Brook and Cold River. "The region 
contains large specimens of hemlock, red 
spruce, yellow birch, white ash [Fraxinus 
americana ], red maple, beech and sugar 
maple. The area containing the best hard- 
woods lies along a band of 300 to 500 vertical 
feet above Route 2." East of Black Brook, the 
largest region is south and southwest of 
Clark Ridge and consists of bands of old- 
growth spared by loggers. Hemlock domi- 
nates (3, p. 4). 

Deerfield Gorge (Berkshire County) 

An estimated 350-400 acres of old- 
growth in six or so stands. "Probably no 
contiguous area has over 70 acres, but the 
region can be taken as a whole, since the 
bands of old growth lie on the feeder streams 
to the Deerfield River ... from stream level to 
about 400 feet up the ridge line and one 
tends to blend into another. The two most 
significant places ... are the watersheds of 
Dunbar and Fife Brooks." Both the Dunbar 
and Fife regions include land owned by the 
New England '-Power Company and by 
Monroe State Forest (4). Dunbar has 
100-150 acres of old growth: "a large concen- 
tration of mature hardwoods, an impressive 
stand of hemlocks, a scattering of mature red 
spruce, and isolated, towering white pines" 
(3, p.2). Fife Brook probably has 60-75 acres 
of old-growth, including Northern Red Oak, 
beech. Yellow Birch, Paper Birch, Black Birch 
( Betula lenta), hemlock, and Red Spruce. 
Evidence of landslides is visible, but individ- 
ual mature trees 2.5'-3.5' in diameter and 70'- 
100' high remain (4). 

Mount Greylock State Reservation (Berk- 
shire County) 

100 plus acres of old-growth divided 
between the Deerhill trail and the Hopper 
regions on the west side of Mt. Greylock. The 
species are basically the same as in the Deer- 
field Gorge, but Mt. Greylock has finer speci- 
mens of Red Spruce. The Hopper is a glacial 
cirque with waterfalls. Excellent specimens 
of Hop Hornbeam ( Ostrya virginiana) are 
among the varied species (4). 

Acushnet Cedar Swamp, within the city 
limits of New Bedford. 

Old-growth Atlantic White Cedar 
( Chamaecyparis thyoides) on an 1800-acre 
state property, approximately 930 acres of 


which is swamp (5, 7). "There are two large 
stands of old cedars ranging from 100-150 
years old. A few might approach 200 years" 
(7). John P. Richardson counted the rings in 
12 of the larger Holly Island Grove cedars in 
1970 and found that the trees dated from 
1848 to 1872. He noted that the age of the 
oldest cedars matched the years of decline of 
the whaling industry, and suggests that trees 
were cut for use in whaleboats, among other 
products (6). A list sent by Dr. Swain says 
"selective logging 200 yrs ago?" (8). 

SOURCES: ; 

(1) Anderson, Jean. Massachusetts Audubon Society. 1990, 
Feb. 23. Phone call. 

(2) Anonymous. Massachusetts Inventory of Virgin Old- 
Growth Forested Areas [photocopy of an annotated list 
furnished by Dr. Swain, who thinks the information is 
"fairly accurate."] 

(3) Leverett, Robert T. 1988. Old Growth Timber In the 
Deerfield Cold River Gorges. Letter [of the MA Forestry 
Association] 18(2): 1-5. 

(4) Leverett, Robert T. 1990, Feb. 9 and 28 and March 4 and 
26. Letters and phone call. 

(5) Mason, Austin B., Management Forester, Southeastern 
Region, MA Dept of Environmental Protection. 1990, Feb. 
26. Phone call. 

(6) Richardson, John P., Resource Administrator, MA Dept 
of Natural Resources. [1970 or 1971?] How Old Are the 
Oldest Acushnet Swamp Whitecedars? 

(7) [Richardson, John P.?] [Photocopy of a typed data sheet 
on the cedars, furnished by Austin B. Mason.] 

(8) Swain, Patricia. 1989, April 19. Letter. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

For a thesis at the University of New 
Hampshire, Lee Ellen Carbonneau identified 
and, in 1984, sampled 12 old-growth stands 
th; . showed no signs of cutting and were 10 
ci more acres in size. All had uneven aged 
trees, and in each "the oldest cohort of trees 
was 150 years for hardwoods and spruce 
trees, and 200- 250 for hemlocks" (1, p. 17). 
The five stands 100 or more acres in size, plus 
one companion 10-acre stand, are described 
below. Carbonneau did not sample Hurlbert 
Swamp, also presented below. She wrote that 
"undoubtedly there are other uncut stands 
remaining and many high altitude balsam fir 
stands will qualify as old-growth using [my] 
criteria" (1, p. 25). 

William A. Reiners and Gerald E. Lang 
studied the upper subalpine or fir zone in the 
White Mountains of New Hampshire. This 
zone extends from approximately 1220 
meters to 1450 meters (from the upper limit 
of Red Spruce to treeline). They noted that 
"this vegetation affords an unusual opportu- 
nity for the study of natural stand dynamics 
because it is virtually untouched by logging" 
(7, p. 406). Due primarily to elevation and 
wind exposure and secondarily to such fac- 
tors as hurricanes and avalanches, individual 
trees average only 50 years in age. Regenera- 
tion of a segment often begins before all the 


trees in the preceding generation have died 
Tree species present are limited to Balsam Fir, 
Heart-leaved Paper Birch ( Betula papyrifera 
var. cordifolia), Red Spruce, Black Spruce 
( Picea mariana), and Mountain Ash ( Pyrus 
americana). Reiners and Lange state that 
"there is a high degree of similarity between 
the New Hampshire White Mountains, the 
White Mountains of Maine, the Green 
Mountains of Vermont, the Adirondack 
Mountains of New York, and upland areas of 
adjacent Canada" (7, p. 403). Unfortunately, 
the spruce-fir zone throughout the Appala- 
chians is being damaged by acid rain and 
ozone pollution. 

Nancy Brook, in White Mountain National 
Forest between Bartlett and Harts Location 

1000 acres of Red Spruce-Balsam Fir 
forest at an elevation of 1400’-3900.' Com- 
parison of Carbonneau 's data with data col- 
lected by Oosting and Billings in 1951 ap- 
pears to indicate that the basal area of spruce 
in the stand decreased by 68% in 33 years, 
Carbonneau points out (1, p. 37). 

Gibbs Brook Scenic Area, in White Moun- 
tain NF 

890 acres of Red Spruce-Balsam Fir for- 
est and 10 acres of Eastern Hemlock-hard- 
woods at an elevation of 2000’-4300.' The 
small hemlock stand is 60% hemlock (basal 
area), with beech, Red Maple, spruce, and 
birch also present. 

The Bowl Research Natural Area, in the 
south of White Mountain NF (Grafton 
County) 

500 acres of northern hardwoods (Sugar 
Maple, Yellow Birch, and beech) at an eleva- 
tion of 1900'-2500’. The relative abundance 
of Yellow Birch suggests that this stand may 
have undergone a more recent severe natural 
disturbance or a "period of more frequent 
patchy disturbance" than has Mountain 
Pond described below (1, p. 43). According 
to the US Forest Service, the RNA is 5 10 acres 
and has areas of Red Spruce and of Paper 
Birch in addition to the Sugar Maple, Yellow 
Birch, and beech that Carbonneau describes 
[ 8 ], 

Hurlbert Swamp, in northeastern NH (Coos 
County) 

An old-growth Northern White Cedar 
(‘ Thuja occidental is) swamp, most of which 
became the property of The Nature Conser- 
vancy in 1988 as the result of a 284-acre 
acquisition (6). The cedarinTNC’s portion of 
the swamp appears uncut.(2). 

continued on page 26 
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Mountain Pond, near the Maine border, in 

White Mountain NF 

150 acres of northern hardwoods at 
1600'- 1800.’ The "low density of yellow 
birch" and “the high closure of the canopy" 
lead Carbonneau to believe that the stand 
has not experienced a catastrophic natural 
disturbance for several centuries (1, p. 43). 
The stand has a smaller percentage of herba- 
ceous ground cover than any of the other 
stands she studied. Herbs compete here with 
"a very large sugar maple seedling popula- 
tion" (1, p. 75). 

Norton Pool, in northeastern NH (Coos 
County) 

1 10 acres of virgin Red Spruce-Balsam 
Fir forest, donated to The Nature Conser- 
vancy by Champion International Corpora- 
tion as part of a 427 -acre Norton Pool Pre- 
serve. The Spruce Budworm destroyed 80- 
90% of the fir trees, but they are vigorously 
regenerating. The tract is believed to be the 
state's only "low- elevation, first-growth 
spruce-fir forest" (4). 

SOURCES: 
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UNH, Durham, NH. 
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of The Nature Conservancy. 1990, Jan. 24. Letter. 

(3) Hentey, Edle F., Data Manager/Biologist, NH Natural 
Heritage Inventory. 1989, May 12. Letter. 
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(7) Reiners, William A. and Gerald E. Lang. 1979. Vegeta- 
tional Patterns and Processes In the Balsam Fir Zone, White 
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NEW JERSEY 

Tom Breden of the New Jersey Natural 
Heritage Program reports that the program 
has not done a thorough survey of all the 
mature stands of trees. The state may have a 
fair number of old and mature forest patches, 
including small tracts with trees over 100 
years old. Only three sizable largely uncut 
and ungrazed areas are known, however; and 
they are not in the Pine Barrens, the natural 
area most familiar to people outside the 
state. 

The Pine Barrens have "nothing that fits 
into the primeval category," Breden says, 
because of both natural and anthropogenic 
disturbances. Natural fire is common in the 
Pine Barrens; and people have exploited the 
area's resources (1). As the New York-New 
Jersey Trails Conference puts it, "First to 
move in were the loggers, who cut clean. 
Pine and cedar lumber moved steadily to 
shipyards and nearby towns for years before, 
during, and after the Revolution" (3, p. 342). 
Charcoal production and iron ore mining 
were two local industries for which trees were 
cut. SouthemNewJerseyonce had extensive 
Atlantic White Cedar swamps, but the trees 
were valuable as timber, and now only pock- 
ets remain (1). 

Bear Swamp East (Cumberland County) 

1 15 acres of old-growth swamp forest 
within a larger 1200- 1500-acre forest. The 
canopy trees are Red Maple, Sour-Gum 
(Nyssa sylvatica), Tulip Poplar, American 
Beech, Sweetgum ( Liquidambar styraciflua ) 
and Swamp White Oak ( Quercus bicolor). The 
understory is Sweetbay Magnolia ( Magnolia 
virginiana), Ironwood ( Carpus caroliniana), 
and American Holly ( Ilex opaca). Canopy 
trees are as large as 143 centimeters dbh. 
New Jersey's only Bald Eagle nest is in the 
swamp, which is owned by the state (1). 

Bear Swamp West (Cumberland County) 

70 acres of old-growth swamp forest 
within a 1 200-acre forest, separated from the 
large forest mentioned above by gravel 
mines and roads. The west swamp has the 
same species as the east (1). William L. 
Hutcheson Memorial Forest (Middlesex 
County) 

A 65-acre tract of mixed oak forest, 
surrounded by 80 acres of agricultural fields. 
The forest "has been uncut since 1790." The 
canopy is dominated by White Oak, Black 
Oak ( Quercus velutina ), and Red Oak, with 
some trees almost 400 years of age. American 
Beech, White Ash ( Fraxinus americana), Shag- 
bark Hickory ( Carya ovata), and Pignut Hick- 
ory ( Carya glabra) are also present. A 1950 
storm, by felling many large trees, acceler- 
ated the growth of the dogwood and oak 
understory, now more than 40’ tall. The 
Nature Conservancy helped to obtain the 
forest's protection in 1955. Currently it is 
owned by Rutgers University (2). 
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NEW YORK 

In order to protect natural areas, the 
New York Natural Heritage Program 
(NYNHP) and the New York Chapter of The 
Nature Conservancy do not release for gen- 
eral publication information on old-growth 
sites. For examples of old-growth in New 
York, Carol Reschke, community ecologist 
with the NYNHP, points to an article on old- 
growth in Natural Areas Journal (5). Below we 
give brief descriptions of the areas presented 
in this article of more than 100 acres in size. 
The article and the 1987 study that gave rise 
to it analyzed stands of at least 8 hectares 
"with no evidence of selective or clearcut 
logging ... or other evidence of human 
influence" (3, p. 169). The criteria do not 
require that stands have never been logged. 
The only area that the article characterizes as 
"virgin" is Five Ponds Wilderness. 

The 1987 study was the first stage of an 
inventory of old- growth in New York by the 
NYNHP. The study began with Adirondack 
Park, "because it is the least disturbed por- 
tion of the state" (3, p. 169). The research in 
the Park was not exhaustive, as it concen- 
trated on the north-central portion. "There 
is certainly potential for identifying addi- 
tional old-growth stands within Adirondack 
Park" (3, p. 183), it concludes; and it points 
out that Catskill Park, Allegany State Park, 
and private lands should also be inventoried. 
Therefore what we give below is only a 
sample of what exists. Indeed Carol Reschke 
says that New York has other areas of old- 
growth, some of them "pristine" (5). Robert 
T. Leverett told us of an old-growth area in 
Catskill Park, with which we conclude the 
NY list. 

Five Ponds Wilderness in. western Adiron- 
dack Park 

49,000 acres of virgin old-growth forest, 
interspersed with lakes. J. R. Roman, who 
studied the area for a 1980 doctoral disserta- 
tion, describes four forest communities: 
poor fen, rich fen, upland conifer, and up- 
land mixed. In the poor fens are Black 
Spruce, Red Spruce, Tamarack ( Larix lar- 
icina), and Balsam Fir. Red Spruce and Bal- 
sam Fir are almost the only trees in the rich 
fens. Upland conifer stands are dominated 
by White Pine, "some of which are huge and 
form a super-canopy." Among the upland 
mixed communities are beech- maple mesic, 
hemlock-northern hardwood, and spruce- 
northern hardwood forests (3, p. 175). 
('Mesic' refen to forests characterized by a 
moderate moisture regime.) 

Kildare, in Hopkinton, Adirondack Park 

593 acres of spruce-northern hardwood 
forest. Like McKenzie Mountain, this site 
contains many Sugar Maple of all sizes, many 
small Red Spruce, and Yellow Birch. The 
birch are represented by a few very large, 
living trees and a few large, standing, dead 
trees. A diverse shrub layer is characterized 
by Red Raspberry ( Rubus idaeus), Dwarf 
Blackberry ( Rubus pubescens), and 
Hobblebush ( Viburnum alnifolium). Sugar 
Maple and Red Spruce are among the sap- 
lings. Most of Kildare is privately owned, but 
the state owns small inholdings. 

Ampersand Mountain in Harrietstown, 
Saranac Lakes Wild Forest, Adirondack Park 

494 acres of old-growth hemlock- 
northern hardwood forest. In this area, and 
in Roaring Brook described below, are many 
large Eastern Hemlock, a few large Sugar 
Maple, and many smaller beech. The most 
usual subcanopy tree is Striped Maple. In the 
sparse shrub layer are Sugar Maple, beech, 
Striped Maple, Eastern Hemlock, and Red 
Spruce saplings. Hobblebush is the most 
common shrub. 

Phelps Brook, in North Elba, High Peaks 
Wilderness Area, Adirondack Park 

200 acres of old-growth mountain 
spruce-fir forest, with Balsam Fir dominat- 
ing. Heart-leaved Birch is also present in the 
canopy. The shrub layer consists mainly of 
Balsam Fir and Red Spruce saplings. Roaring 
Brook, in Keene, Giant Mountain Wilderness 
Area, Adirondack Park 

150 acres of old-growth hemlock- 
northern hardwood forest. 

McKenzie Mountain, North Elba, McKenzie 
Mountain Wilderness Area, Adirondack Park 

150 acres of old-growth spruce-north- 
ern hardwood forest. Kaaterskill Falls, in 
Catskill Park (Greene County) 


50-100 acres of old-growth within the 
clove leading up to Kaaterskill Falls, the high- 
est waterfall in the Northeast. Hemlock, 
White Pine, Red Oak, and Yellow Birch 
dominate. The NY State Department of 
Environmental Conservation owns the area 
(2, 4). 
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PENNSYLVANIA 

Thomas L. Smith of the Pennsylvania 
Natural Diversity Inventory, who surveyed 
the state's old-growth in Natural Areas Jour- 
nal, wrote that in "attempting this initial 
review . . ., it has become alarmingly clear 
how little information is available on this 
critical natural resource. A thorough inven- 
tory and mapping of quantity, quality, and 
composition ... is needed" (10, p. 43). The 
one complete study was conducted by the 
Pennsylvania Bureau of Forestry on its own 
lands. The Bureau identified 13 old-growth 
areas, which it protected by designating 
them state forest natural areas. 

R. G. Croop, Forest Resource Planner 
with the Bureau of Forestry, reports that the 
Bureau administers 1580 acres of "virgin 
and/or old growth timber" on state forest 
lands. It is mostly hemlock that could not be 
reached when the state forests were cut over 
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries (3). 

Pennsylvania, "Penn’s Woods," is to- 
day 58% wooded, with 16,800,230 acres of 
forest. Working largely from written sources, 
Smith identified 40 sites of old-growth 
hemlock-northern hardwood forest, total- 
ing 12,090 acres; 8 sites of Appalachian oak 
forest totaling 1284 acres; 10 mixed-meso- 
phytic sites totaling 790 acres; and 5 beech- 
maple sites with a total of less than 150 acres. 
He selected sites that were 20 or more acres in 
size and "free of major human disturbance. 
Some sites may have been selectively logged 
more than 100 years ago" (10, p. 41). Since 
not all the sites listed below are from his 
article, these criteria may not apply to all our 
examples. 

A list of "Virgin Forests in Pennsylva- 
nia" that Croop furnished includes (in addi- 
tion to several of the tracts described below 
and 5 old-growth or virgin tracts of less than 
50 acres): Sweet Root — 69 acres of virgin 
hemlock (Bedford County); Joyce Kilmer — 
77 acres of virgin White Pine-hemlock (Un- 
ion County); and Bark Cabin — 73 acres of 
old- growth hemlocks and second growth 
oak (Lycoming County) (3). 

Eastern Pennsylvania is the site of ex- 
tensive Pitch Pine — Scrub Oak barrens ( Pinus 
rigida, Quercus ilicifolia) which are subject to 
frequent fires. Long Pond Macrosite con- 
tains 5 740 acres (Monroe County) and Arbu- 
tus Peak Oak Barren Macrosite (Luzerne 
County), 5313 acres (9). 

The Nature Conservancy's 803-acre 
Goat Hill Serpentine Barrens (Chester 
County), on an outcroppingof green serpen- 
tine rock, represents a community type that 
occurs only in Pennsylvania and Maryland. 
The undisturbed barrens include Pitch Pine 
forests as well as wildflower meadows and 
cliffs. “The hairy field chickweed, proposed 
for endangered species status, grows no- 
where else in the world. Five other very rare 
plants, the serpentine aster, glade spurge, 
pink milkwort, prairie dropseed, and round- 
leaved fameflower also thrive here" (8). 

Because of the large number of sites in 
Pennsylvania, we have divided them into 3 
geographic areas: east, center, and west. 

Eastern Pennsylvania 
Lost Lakes (Monroe County) 

550 acres of old-growth northern hard- 
wood forest. The Natural Heritage Inven- 
tory-East does not know who owns it (9). 
Woodbourne Forest and Wildlife Sanctuary, 
in northeastern Pennsylvania (Susquehanna 
County) 

A 200-acre virgin hemlock-northern 
hardwood forest on an 803-acre preserve 
owned in part by TNC and in part by the state 
through a transfer from TNC. Hardwoods 
include beech, Black Birch, and Sugar Maple. 
Nine species of salamander live in the forest, 
and the declining Cooper's Hawk ( Accipiter 
cooperii ) is among the many birds that nest 
there. It is the largest virgin tract in north- 
eastern Pennsylvania (8). 

Jeans Run Gorge (Carbon County) 

140 acres of old-growth northern coni- 


fer forest, owned by the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission (9). Otter Creek Natural Area in 
southeastern PA (York County) 

100 acres of mixed mesophytic forest on 
the Susquehanna River, owned by Pennsyl- 
vania Power and Light Company (10, p. 43). 

Central Pennsylvania 

Tall Timbers State Forest Natural Area 

(Snyder County) 

A 1080-acre, old-growth forest of East- 
ern Hemlock, owned by the PA Bureau of 
Forestry (9). Frank Masland State Forest 
Natural Area, in south-central PA (Perry 
County) 

1000 acres of old-growth Appalachian 
oak forest: Chestnut Oak (Quercus prinus), 
White Oak (Quercus alba), Red oak, hickory 
(Carya spp.). Appalachian oak is the state's 
major forest type, but the Masland area, 
which is owned by the Bureau of Forestry, is 
one of only two protected old-growth tracts 
of this type (10, pp. 42-43). Six old-growth 
Appalachian oak tracts are unprotected. 

Snyder-Middlesworth Natural Area, in 
Bald Eagle State Forest (Snyder County) 

500 acres of virgin White Pine, Pitch 
Pine, and hemlock (3). Detweiler Run Natu- 
ral Area, in Rothrock State Forest, south- 
central PA (Huntingdon County) 

185 acres of virgin White Pine-hemlock, 
with rhododendron understory (3). 

The Hemlocks, in Tuscarora State Forest 
(Perry County) 

131 acres of virgin hemlock and cove 
hardwoods (3) (hardwoods growing in a rich, 
protected area, such as a concave slope). 
Presumably this stand is the same as that the 
Natural Heritage Inventory-East lists, under 
the same name and in the same county, as 
1 10 acres of Eastern Hemlock conifer forest 
(9). 

Alan Seeger Natural Area, in Rothrock State 
Forest (Huntingdon County) 

118 acres of virgin Eastern Hemlock- 
White Pine, with rhododendron understory 
(3). 

Western Pennsylvania 
Tionesta Scenic and Research Natural Ar- 
eas (SNA and RNA) in Allegheny National 
Forest in northwestern Pennsylvania 
(McKean and Warren Counties) 

4131 acres of "virgin," old-growth (2) 
climax hemlock-beech forest in a single 
tract, divided into a 2018-acre SNA and a 
21 13-acre RNA, both administered by the US 
Forest Service. This tract and the Hearts 
Content Scenic Area were purchased by the 
federal government, because they were the 
only uncut remnants of a 6 million acre 
hemlock-beech forest that once covered the 
Allegheny Plateau (1). The Forest Service 
describes the RNA as Eastern Hemlock; Sugar 
Maple-beech-Yellow Birch; beech-Sugar 
Maple; and Black Cherry (Prunus serotina)- 
Maple (1 1). Mohlenbrock writes that in the 
SNA beeches and hemlocks more than 100’ 
tall tower over Sugar Maple, Red Maple, Black 
Birch, Yellow Birch, basswood. Black Cherry, 
Tulip Poplar (Liriodendron tulipifera), and 
even Cucumber Magnolia (Magnolia acumi- 
nata) (7, p. 8). In 1985, after Mohlenbrock 
had published his guide, 800 acres of the 
Scenic Area were flattened by a tornado. 
Salvage work was done on pipelines and 
existing roads (10, p. 42). The browsing of 
deer hinders the regeneration of species 
other than the unpalatable beech, and has all 
but removed Hobblebush from the under- 
story (1). The Bobcat (Felis rufus) is an imper- 
iled species present (5). 

McConnells Mill Stand, in McConnells Mill 
State Park (Lawrence County) 

200 acres of old-growth mixed meso- 
phytic forest: hemlock- White Oak-Red Oak- 
Tulip Poplar-White Basswood (Tilia hetero- 
phylla). This forest type is found in south- 
western Pennsylvania and along the 
Susquehanna in southeastern PA (10, pp. 41, 
43). 

Cook Forest State Park (Clarion County) 

171 acres of old -growth (3). 

Forrest H. Dutlnger Natural Area, in 
Susquehannock State Park (Clinton County) 

158 acres of old-growth hemlock (3). 

Hearts Content Scenic. Area, in Allegheny 
National Forest (Warren County) 

122 acres of virgin old-growth, includ- 
ing mature White Pine in the overstory, 
hemlock, beech, Sugar Maple, and Red Oak 
(2). Walt Franklin writes of a segment that is 
predominantly White Pine, "maybe 20 
acres" with "impressive trees approaching 
400- 500 years old, 150-200 feet in height" 
( 6 ). 



Bear Run Nature Preserve in southwestern 
PA (Fayette County) 

100 acres of old-growth Appalachian 
oak forest owned by the Western Pennsylva- 
nia Conservancy (10, pp. 42-43). 

Crulls and Thompsons Islands in Al- 
legheny River, in Allegheny NF (Warren 
County) 

A total of 140 acres of old-growth 
floodplain forest, characterized by Silver 
Maple, American Elm ( Ulmus americana), 
Eastern Sycamore {Platanus occidentalis) , and 
White Ash. This forest type is rare in the state 
(10, p. 43). 

Tyron-Weber Woods, in, northwestern PA 
(Crawford County) 

40 acres of old-growth beech-maple 
forest in an 84-acre tract owned by the 
Western PA Conservancy. This is the largest 
known stand of old-growth beech-maple in 
the state (10, pp. 41-42). 

SOURCES: 

(1) Bjorkbom, John C. and Rodney G. Larson. 1977. The 
Tionesta Scenic and Research Natural Areas. FS General 
Technical Report NE-31. 

(2) Colaninno, Andrew, District Ranger, Sheffield Ranger 
District, Allegheny NF. 1990, Feb. 22 and April 11. Letter, 
with enclosure, and phone call. 

(3) Croop, R. G. Forest Resource Planner, Bureau of Forestry, 
Commonwealth of PA. 1990, Feb. 13. Letter, with list of 
"Virgin Forests in Pennsylvania." "Rev. 9/79." 

(4) Drayton, Eugenie B., Data Manager, PA Natural Diversity 
Inventory — East. 1989, Dec. 13. Letter, with enclosures. 

(5) Federal Committee on Ecological Reserves. 1977. A 
Directory of Research Natural Areas on Federal Lands of the 
United States of North America. Forest Service, US Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. 

(6) Franklin, Walt. 1989, June 27, Nov. 6, Nov. 20. Letters. 

(7) Mohlenbrock, Robert H. 1984. The Field Guide to U.S. 
National Forests. Congdon and Weed, NY. 

(8) Nature Conservancy. [Booklet describing preserves of 
the Eastern Pennsylvania Chapter of TNC.] 

(9) Smith, Thomas L., Coordinator/Plant Ecologist. Penn- 
sylvania Natural Diversity Inventory-East. 1989, April 25. 
Letter, with list of Known Old Growth Forest Stands In 
Eastern PA, 4/25/89. 

(10) Smith, Thomas L. 1989. An Overview of Old-Growth 
Forests in Pennsylvania. Natural Areas Journal 9(l):40-44. 

(11) Forest Service. 1987, Jan. Research Natural Areas by 
Region. 

RHODE ISLAND 

Rick Enser of the Rhode Island Natural 
Heritage Program writes that all presettle- 
ment forests were felled during the 18th 


century, when more than 80% of the land in 
the state was converted to agriculture. Many 
of the farms have since been abandoned, and 
forests have regrown. Currently an esti- 
mated 60% of the state is forested. Some 
"older second-growth forest" can be found, 
but nothing virgin (1). 

SOURCE: 

(1) Enser, -Rick, Coordinator/Botanist, RI Natural Heritage 
Program. 1989, April 26. Letter. 

VERMONT 

Vermont has at least two sizable areas of 
virgin or near- virgin old-growth, described 
below; and Everett Marshall of the Vermont 
Natural Heritage Program, points out several 
stands of less than 50 acres: Cambridge Pine 
Woods (Lamoille County) — 22 acres of 
White Pine and hemlock, some trees in the 
36-48” diameter range (6) although they are 
only 110-120 years old (10); Lord's Hill Hard- 
wood Forest (Washington County) — 13-acre 
climax commu nity, with some trees of the 1 2 
tree species exceeding 100' in height and 40” 
in diameter, and some others exceeding 400 
years of age (6); Canfield-Fisher Memorial 
Pines (Bennington County) — 13 acres of 
White Pine with diameters up to 42” and 
heights up to 1 30' (6), although, like the trees 
in Cambridge Pine Woods, they are rela- 
tively young (10); Gifford Woods (Rutland 
County) — 5 acres, hardwoods (6). In the 37- 
acre Roy Mountain Red Pine Stand, the "best 
developed part," where large Red Pines asso- 
ciate with hemlock, is only about 8 acres (9). 
The Red Pine are not reproducing, as the 
stand needs to be rejuvenated by fire (10). 
Vernon Black Gum Swamp (Windham 
County) is 5 acres, containing 4 separate, 
small stands; but the swamp is of great bio- 
logical interest, as it is a virgin relic with 
species normally found farther south, in- 
cluding the Black Gum and ferns. Black Gum 
swamps are always pocket size (6, 10). 

Camel's Hump State Forest, south of 
Burlington in Huntington and Duxbury. 

A 10-15-acre patch of virgin forest plus 
extensive old-growth acreage, all on the west 
side of the mountain. Hubert Vogelmann of 
the University of Vermont reports that a 


doctoral student discovered the uncut and 
unburned area in the spruce-fir zone, after 
conducting a meticulous study of the cutting 
history of the mountain. In the spruce-fir 
zone as a whole (2800’- 4000’), the cutting 
occurred in the mid-19th century and was 
selective, with only a few trees picked. More 
cutting was done in the hardwoods, but the 
last cut was in 1954- 1955 and was selective. 
The mountain at both the lower and higher 
elevations has the characteristics and the feel 
of old-growth, Dr. Vogelmann says. 

Charles Vile, State Lands Forester, 
writes that during a period of almost 20 
years, he has "cruised much of the park 
below" 2800' and walkecfover much of the 
rest, but has encountered no "stands," "not 
cut or disturbed by non-aboriginal people," 
only some individual trees more than 125 
years old. There may, he says, be "isolated 
clumps of old trees high on the mountains" 
(11). The Audubon Society Field Guide to 
Natural Places of the Northeast: Inland, and 
the Maine State Planning Office both express 
a point of view similar to that of Dr. Vogel- 
mann: "Up to 2600 feet the mountain is 
covered with a northern hardwood forest in 
a near-virgin condition. Sugar maple is 
widespread along with beech and yellow 
birch. Hobblebush, mountain maple [Acer 
spicatum], and striped maple are common 
shrubs of the understory" (2, p. 104). "The 
upper western slopes (2800-3900 feet) . . . 
support a relatively undisturbed montane 
boreal forest. The dominant trees vary from 
red spruce with balsam fir and paper birch at 
the lower elevation to pure balsam fir at the 
higher elevation"- (3, p. 5). 

Battell Biological Preserve, in Middlebury 
Township 

400 acres of virgin hardwoods and soft- 
woods on the west slope of South Mountain 
at an elevation of 600'-l 100'. Hemlock, with 
diameters of 30” or more, dominate, and 
"large sugar maples, beeches, and yellow 
birches" as well as a scattering of other spe- 
cies are present. Mountain Maple and, with 
a dbh up to 6”, Striped Maple dominate the 
understory. The tract was apparently saved 


from cutting because loggers could not easily 
reach it. Natural fires and blowdowns have 
affected the area. Now it is in the Green 
Mountain National Forest Proclamation 
Boundary and is owned by the Middlebury 
College Biology Department (4, 8, 10). 

SOURCES: 

(1) Druke, Thomas, Conservation Education Section, De- 
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Field Guide to Natural Places of the Northeast: Inland. 
Pantheon, NY. 

(3) Maine Critical Areas Program of the State Planning 
Office. 1983. Natural Old-Growth Forest Stands in Maine 
and Their Relevance to the Critical Areas Program. Planning 
Report no. 79. Maine State Planning Office, Augusta, ME. 

(4) Everett Marshall, Information Specialist, Vermont Natu- 
ral Heritage Program. 1989, May 17. Letter. 
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mont. VT Natural Heritage Program, Waterbury, VT. 
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Agency of Natural Resources, Waterbury. 
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Database. Agency of Natural Resources. 
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Mary Davis is a freelance environmental 
writer and the author of The Green Guide to 
France and of the upcoming book From Walden 
Pond to Muir Woods: Alternative Ways 
Across America. 



Ned Ludd Books 


ECODEFENSE 


A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 
Edited by Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood 
Forward! By Edward Abbey 


Even before the FBI launched a $2 million campaign to intimidate us from 
publishing and distributing it, ECODEFENSE was the most controversial con- 
servation book ever written. Now with the accelerating destruction of wilder- 
ness, the failure of "legi timate" means to hal t the d estruction, and the crackdown 
by authorities against monkeywrenching, ECODEFENSE is needed as never be- 
fore. 



ECODEFENSE features detailed, field-tested hints from experts on: 

V Decommissioning heavy equipment 

V Closing roads 

V Stopping off-road-vehicles 

V Spiking trees 

V Removing survey lines 

V Hassling overgrazers 

V Felling billboards 

V Removing traplines 

V Safety and security 

V and much more! 

HEAVILY ILLUSTRATED 
311 PAGES 
$13.50 Postpaid 


NED LUDD BOOKS PO Box 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703 


The Big Outside 

A Descriptive Inventory of the Big Wilderness Areas of the 

USA 

By Dave Foreman and Howie Wolke 

This landmark conservation book argues effectively that ecological wilderness 
is big wilderness. After 8 years of detailed research the authors have updated Bob 
Marshall's historic 1936 Roadless Area Inventory. THE BIG OUTSIDE features: 

* Descriptions and status of every roadless area in America over 
100,000 acres in the West and 50,000 acres in the East 

* Historical and ecological introductions for each state or region 

* 21 maps showing large roadless areas 

* History of large roadless areas 

* Ecological importance of large roadless areas 

* The factors destroying America's roadless areas 

* Large roadless areas ranked by size 

* Large roadless areas listed by states 

* Bob Marshall's 1936 roadless area inventory 

* Bob Marshall's 1927 roadless area inventory (never before 

published) 

* Detailed guide for further reading 

* Foreword by MICHAEL FROME 

* 470 pages 


$21.00 Postpaid 
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DEAR NED LUDD 

DEAR NED LUDD is a regular feature in Earth First! for 
discussion of creative means of effective defense against 
the forces of industrial totalitarianism. Neither the Earth 
First! movement nor the staff of Earth First! necessarily 
encourage anyone to do any of the things discussed in 



DEAR NED LUDD. 


Dear readers 

My apologies for the absence and irregular- 
ity of this column during the past year. I plead 
sloth, indolence and diverse distractions as keep- 
ing me from my responsibilities here. I shall 
endeavor to return "Dear Ned Ludd ’ to its former 
appearance and heft in these pages. 

[ also must apologize for the non-appear- 
ance of The Ecodefense Supplement. My excuses 
are as lame as those above, as well as being the 
same. This summer I will be hard at work on the 
Supplement with the goal of publication in time 
for Yule gifts. If any of you have additions, 
criticisms, or improvements of the material in 
Ecodefense, please send them to Ned Ludd, POB 
5141, Tucson, AZ 85703. 

Happy wrenching 

Ned 

Dear Ned 

Those who call anti-environmental 
hotlines and corporate 800 numbers (pub- 
lished in the Earth First! Journal and else- 
where) might not realize that their phone 
numbers are being recorded. Anti-wilder- 
ness fanatic Grant Gerbil of the 1 -800-SABO- 
TAGE monkeywrenching hotline in Nevada 
is receiving lists of all phone numbers that 
have called his hotline. Most calls to the 
hotline have been unfriendly or have re- 
ported overgrazingor logging as public lands 
sabotage, but Gerbil says that's fine with him 
— since he's compiling a list of potential or 
actual saboteurs. Seems that if you use your 
home phone to call such hotlines, you're 
monkeywrenching yourself. Think before 
you act. Don't give the Sagebrush Fascists 
your number. 

— The Nevada Kid 

Dear Ned 

North Carolina and many other states 
make it a felony (up to 10 years in prison) to 
burn something butonly a misdemeanor (up 
to 2years) todestroy somethingwithoutfire. 
This makes for a vast difference in liability 
and how the system addresses the perpetra- 
tor. Those contemplating the decommis- 
sioning of destructive equipment might 
want to check their state's laws to determine 
whether fire or sand carries the lighter pen- 
alty. 

— Tarheel attorney 

Dear Ned 

I am quite confident that the FBI or 
related agencies photograph much of your 
.incoming mail. I used my own return ad- 
dress on this letter because I do not engage in 
any illegal activities — resources expended to 
monitor me by the government will make it 
easier for others who choose to act. There- 
fore, from time to time, it might be a good 
idea for others around the country to write to 
you and utilize another person's name and 
address. The FBI will be creating new files on 
people who are inactive or, even better, 
people they thought were on the side of the 
government. The Feds will waste lots of 
energy if they see a return address of a Forest 
Service employee, a Congressperson's aide, a 
police officer . . . you get the drift. Give the 
authorities a whiff of a mole and they'll run 
dry trails for a long time. 

— A friendly DA 

If anyone chooses to follow this advice they 
should be absolutely certain that the person 
whose address they use is an Earth enemy and 
not a secret supporter of preservationists. There 
are, for example, hundreds of Forest Service 
employees who support the ending of all mature 
forest logging; there are even law enforcement 
officers who secretly sympathize with Earth 
First! and other preservation groups. 

— Ned 

Dear Ned 

There is a new kind of camera on the 
market — SVCs or still- video cameras — that 
does not use film. Sony has one called the 
Consumer Mavica which sells for $650 and is 
about the size of a 35mm camera. With a 
$220 adapter, images stored on the silicon 
chips in the SVC can be played back on a 
television or turned into a hard copy with a 
special printer. Such images can even be 
entered into a computer and altered. For 
example, people in the photo can be re- 
moved or relocated. There are interesting 
possibilities here for the techno-prankster. 

— Ansel Adams 

Dear Ned 

What with the recent FBI effort to de- 
stroy the Earth First! movement and intimi- 


date all action-oriented preservationists, 
EFlers might want to check into what records 
government agencies have on them. Write 
your member of Congress (Rep. 

, House of Representatives, 

Washington, DC 20515) and ask for a free 
copy of House Report 100-199, A Citizen's 
Guide on Using the Freedom of Information Act 
and the Privacy Act of 1 974 to Request Govern- 
ment Documents. 

— William Sessions 

Dear Ned 

Some thoughts from your friendly 
criminal defense lawyer: 

V Cutting livestock fences in Texas is a 
3rd degree felony and can get you 10 years 
pen time, not 5 as suggested in Ecodefense. 

V Don't have any weapons on you when 
doing unmentionables, unless it's obviously 
a hunting weapon and part of your cover — 
lots of states have laws increasing the 
amount of time served behind bars before 
one is eligible for parole when a deadly 
weapon is "used or exhibited" during the 
commission of the offense, even when it's 
not a violent-type offense. Here in Texas, it's 
been applied to simple dope possession 
cases. On a 10 year sentence, a deadly 
weapon finding will make a person spend 14 
- 1 8 months more before becoming eligible 
for parole than the same 10 year sentence 
without the deadly weapon finding. 

V The powers that be usually pronounce 
monkeywrenching as "criminal mischief." 
Grade of offense is usually based on amount 
of $ damage or inconvenience caused. Since 
the objective is to cause the most possible 
inconvenience/cost, most successful mon- 
keywrenching (whether involving fences or 
not) will be a felony. $750 is the break point 
here, similar to most other states. 

V Dot matrix printers are harder to trace 
than typewriters. 

V Enjoyed the disclaimers in Ecodefense. 
Like you all. I'd rathet just sit around and 
drink beer and lament how fast the roads in 
the Gila NF deteriorate. 

— Sam Houston 

Dear Ned 

I was recently discussing the topic of 
tree spiking with my father, a reformed 
contractor, and he told me of a wonderful 
tool that was developed for shooting nails 
into concrete. There are two brands of this 
gun. The more powerful and hence more 
expensive one is called the Ramset and the 
other is called the Hiltie. 

He tells me that they would easily shoot 
the large nails for which they were developed 
deep into the heart of a tree trunk where they 
would be virtually irretrievable. There is a 
safety on the gun which must be touching 
the intended target or it will not fire. This 
safeguard insures that the gun cannot acci- 
dentally go off. 

There are drawbacks, however. The gun 
makes the sound of a 22-caliber handgun 
which, although more natural to hear in a 
forest than a hammer, could make secrecy a 
problem. The second drawback is cost. I 
imagine they are not cheap. Nonetheless, 
this gun warrants further research. 

Another possibility would be to shoot 
the tree with actual bullets. Regular lead 
bullets could be harmful to the tree but 
perhaps brass coated bullets might be an 
option worth considering. 

Remember, before carrying out any ille- 
gal activity, read the section in Ecodefense on 
security. You will be of much more help to 
the movement outside of prison. 

— Mother Earth Mama 

If anyone has direct experience with nail 
guns for tree spiking, please write with your 
results and recommendations. 

— Ned 

Dear Ned 

Lots of thoughts on "Whither Mon- 
keywrenching" and "The Perils of Illegality" 
by Dave Foreman. Much of what Dave says 
is related to security. It should be obvious to 
everyone by now that security has not been 
given enough attention. By all means, heed 
the warnings. However, I am troubled by a 
couple of Dave's points. 

I don't think we should discourage 
monkeywrenching by visible Earth Firstlers, 
those involved in other conservation activi- 
ties, or those with poignant bumper stickers. 
The tactic of monkeywrenching will only be 
successful if it is practiced widely. The sum of 
many minor actions by many people will be 
more effective than a few major actions by a 


i/ 

handful. The message will be harder to 
dismiss and the great variety of field tactics 
will make arrest and prosecution more diffi- 
cult. Moreover it will greatly reduce the need 
or temptation for "violent" techniques; a 
hack saw and lots of patience can do more 
constructive damage than explosives, and 
the effect will be selective and focused. 

Being as effective as possible should not 
preclude the targeting of major industrial 
facilities as Dave suggests. A bold mon- 
keywrenching action against such a facility 
may accomplish as much constructive dam- 
age as a whole lifetime of survey stake pulling 
or tree spiking. Of course the risk is tremen- 
dous and the chance of extreme negative 
public reaction high. Careful planning is a 
must. 

It maybe that such action is only appro- 
priate for someone who has little mon- 
keywrenching history and doesn't plan any 
more afterward. That would deny the "au- 
thorities" the chance to compare modus oper- 
andi. It does, however, require extensive 
knowledge and familiarity with security 
procedures. It’s a good reason to practice 
such procedures even if you never intend to 
do anything illegal. Be prepared: opportu- 
nity comes unannounced. 

I also disagree with Dave's suggestion to 
disavow acts that seem stupid. The acts may 
only seem stupid. See Lynn Jacob's letter in 
Beltane '89 concerning the Dixon, CA, live- 
stock auction barn arson. We should be 
willing to support the principle of mon- 
keywrenching even when the details of a 
specific action or the chosen target are ques- 
tionable. When pressed we may disavow 
those specifics but we should remain the 
advocate for the goals, the defenders of the 
principle for the action. To thwart black- 
and-white judgments, try to find something 
positive in every action even if it is just 
sympathy for the monkeywrenchers. Limit- 
ing our moral support to those actswe might 
consider doing ourselves may shield us from 
uncomfortable situations. However, such 
selective support will only weaken and di- 
vide the movement. 

Dave suggests that breaking immoral 
laws is justified only after all legal means 
have been exhausted. This seems to imply 
that when we can't afford extensive litiga- 
tion, we should capitulate. 1 believe mon- 
keywrenching should be considered a legiti- 
mate defense tactic when legal defense is 
simply overwhelming; a reasonable tool in 
the rebellion of the meek. We should keep in 
mind how limited the options are for the 
least of us; indeed for the not-so-least of us. 
We delude only ourselves when our pre- 
scribed means to justice are well beyond the 
reach of many. 

So much for the criticism. Now for an 
addition. We should, I believe, try a little 
harder at letting humor and good feelings 
show in our actions including mon- 
keywrenching. Leave some flowers or choco- 
late bjirs on that disabled 'dozer. Send a 
pressed flower along with a notification of 
spiking — or a poem. Have some coffee and 
cups ready for the gendarmerie and truck 
drivers at a logging road blockade. Smile a 
lot. Let our sympathy and respect for all life 
shine through. 

I approve and support most of what 
Dave has written about monkeywrenching 
and illegal activities. My objections are 
minor and meant only to be constructive. 
However, the discussion of tactics and proce- 
dures must not cause us to lose sight of our 
goals. Proceed with caution, yes. We must 
consider the well being of the Earth First! 
movement, how friends and family will 
judge our actions, how we will be judged in 
posterity. But proceed we must. Our goal is 
to defend the Earth and its beautiful bio- 
community. As the anonymous writer in the 
Beltane '89 Ned Ludd section suggests, pro- 
crastination must not get in the way; caution 
must not become an excuse for inaction. Do 
it! 

— Boatswain Sam 

Dear Sam 

Thanks for your extremely thoughtful and 
thought-provoking letter. Foreman tells me he 
agrees with virtually everything in it and will 
revise his essays for future publication to better 
meet your criticisms. Note that he was suggest- 
ing techniques for the monkeywrencher who 


wanted to absolutely minimize the possibility of 
apprehension and was not setting out guidelines 
for everyone. He will make that more clear in the 
revised version of those essays as they appear in 
his forthcoming book from Crown Books, Con- 
fessions OF AN EcO-BrUTE. 

— Ned 

Dear Ned 

Anything written with a "sky blue" felt 
pen won't photocopy, no matter what you 
do. When folks have only one copy of your 
correspondence, it makes them a bit uptight 
in today's info-age. 

— Endo 

Dear Ned 

Tips for using epoxy paint on signs: 

Drill out the orifice slightly to speed 
application. 

Squirting a single spot of red in the 
center of a grazing cow sign until it flows is 
stunning — it looks like the cow on the sign 
was shot! 

— Michaelangelo 

Dear Ned 

Light spraying of WD40 or other spray 
type oil on license plate and back of vehicle 
can somewhat mask color of vehicle and 
render license plate "naturally" unreadable. 

— Mr. Goodwrench 

MONKEYWRENCHING NEWS FROM 
AROUND THE WORLD 

NEVADA — Knowledgeable Nevada 
conservationists believe the recent media 
hype about anti-ranching monkeywrench- 
ing is vastly overblown. They believe that 
most of the incidents reported in the media 
are the standard acts of vandalism by hunt- 
ers. Nonetheless, Nevada Sen. Richard Bryan 
has used the rumors of increased mon- 
keywrenching to justify his co-sponsorship 
of a bill introduced by Sens. Lloyd Bentsen of 
Texas and Jesse Helms of North Carolina 
which makes it unlawful to vandalize, tres- 
pass or remove animals from any farm ani- 
mal facility. Does anyone have current infor- 
mation on the status of the Farm Facilities 
Protection Act? If so, please send us your 
info. 

AUSTRALIA — In December, an experi- 
mental $250,000 tree harvester was torched 
in Bulga State Forest. 

WISCONSIN — Midwest mon- 
keywrenchers might want to check an “anti- 
terrorism" bill proposed in the Wisconsin 
state legislature. Although not directed 
against ecodefenders per se, the bill creates 
additional penalties for any crime "commit- 
ted with the intent of influencing the policy 
of a governmental unit or of punishing a 
governmental unit for a prior policy deci- 
sion." It would apply to crimes of property 
damage or those involving the threat or use 
of violence. The bill, AB 402, was passed by 
the Assembly in February and moved to the 
Senate. 

NORTH CAROLINA — Monkeywrench- 
ers have hit timber sale operations on the 
Pisgah National Forest this spring. A logging 
machine used in clearcutting was damaged 
to the tune of $1500 by cutting hydraulic 
hoses and driving wooden stakes into tire 
valve stems. Earlier a logging equipment 
yard was entered, and a bulldozer started up 
and used to push a skidder over a mountain- 
side. The 'dozer was left running at full 
throttle and damaged its engine. Damage 
was estimated at $10,000. T&S Hardwoods is 
offering a $25,000 reward and sheriff's depu- 
ties are investigating. 

Also on the Pisgah NF this spring, 30 
logs from a clearcut were spiked. A notice of 
the spiking was mailed to the Forest Service 
and signed by A. Leo Pold. A southeastern 
states hardwood logging conference in New 
Orleans in late March was the scene of con- 
siderable hysteria about the spiking. 

Please send clippings about mon- 
keywrenching and other relevant news to 
Ned Ludd, POB 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703. 
Please indicate date and name of publica- 
tion on the clipping. Thank you! 
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& the Telluride Writers Guild » 

Announce the Second Annual a 



TALKING 
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FESTIVAL 

Telluride, Colorado 
June 29, June 30, July 1 
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A Mountain Celebration of 
Poetry in Performance 
from the Four Corners 


Tickets 


Information 


$10 Pre-reg (by June 1) 
$5 per performance 
(at the door) 

Free open readings 


Art Goodtimes 
Telluride Institute 
Box 1770 

Telluride CO 81435 


(303)-728-4402 


Lito Tejada-Flores # Miriam Sagan * Russell Martin 
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New, straight- 
shooting Ecology 

T-snirts 

□□□ 

HALT MUSHROOMING 
DEVELOPMENT 

Beautiful design - gold on black - cotton. 

mmm 

It’s Out of Control 
Eye-catching black on white - cotton. 
Usts dozens of examples. 


Protect Marine Resources 

Purple on White Hanes 50-50 
Illustrated with Fantastic Octopus 

rr TTTn rnnn 

FREE CAT ALOG with more than 25 
rare eco T designs 

Oneshirt-$10 . . Three-$26 

S-M-L-XL . . Add $2 per order (not per shirt) shipping 

worn 

Florida Mail Press 
P.O. Box 6 Old Town FL 32680 

Fla Residents add 6% sales tax 



DHARMA GAIA 

A HARVEST OF ESSAYS IN 
BUDDHISM AND ECOLOGY 

Edited by Allan Hunt Badiner 

Dharma Gaia explores the ground where 
Buddhism and ecology meet. Through the 
writings of over 30 celebrated Buddhist 
thinkers and ecologists, including Gary 
Snyder, Thich Nhat Hanh, Joanna Macy, 
Joan Halifax, John Seed, Bill Devall, 
Deena Metzger and Rick Fields, we see 
how Buddhist philosophy and practices 
help us renew our relationships with one 
another, with other forms of life, and 
with the Earth. Foreword by H.H. the 
Dalai Lama. 

250 pg paperback - April 22, 1990 (Earth Day) 
$15.00 from Parallax Press 
P.O. Box 7355, Berkeley, CA 94707 


Recycled Paper 

BY MAIL 

W E MAKE BEAUTIFUL RECYCLED PAPER 
products, note cards, stationery, gift 
wrap, and many printing, copy, and 
computer papers. Compared to virgin 
paper, producing one ton of recycled pa- 
per uses half the energy and water, saves 
17 trees, results in less air and water pollu- 
tion, and saves landfill space. Send for our 
32-page color catalog today and try it. 

EARTH CARE PAPER INC. 
Box 3335, Dept. 30, Madison WI 53704 
(608) 256-5522 




MAKE PROTECTING THE 
ENVIRONMENT YOUR JOB 


The Job Seeker specializes in environmental 
and natural resource vacancies nationwide. 
Two issues each month are filled with current 
vacancies from Federal, state, local, private, 
and non-profit employers. A three month trial 
subscription is only $15.00. Subscribe today! 


The Job Seeker 

Dept A, Rt 2 Box 16, Warrens, WI 


54666 


MEET OTHER ECOLOGY- 
MINDED SINGLES through 
the Concerned Singles News- 
letter. Nationwide. Since 
1984. Free sample: Box 555-B, 
Stockbridge, MA 01262. 

HOW TO KILL A GIANT. 
Thoughts on a final solution. 
Read this book before it's 
banned. $7. K. Williams, Box 
811, Big Pine, CA 93513 

DUPONT’S OZONE HOLE: 
ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS OF 
CFC-HCFC RELEASE 
First comprehensive textbook? 320 
page paperback, $20 postpaid. 

Hole Truth, PO Box 44023, 

Tucson, A Z 85733 




WILDERNATURISTS 

NAKED ADVENTURE! 

On wilderness trails and waterways in the I 
Rockies and Southwest, enjoy the freedom | 
of the wilds with compatible companions 
year-round. Nudetrip Schedule: $2. 

The WILDERNATURISTS, Evergreen, 

CO 80439-0845 (303) 674-9724 
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20th Earth Day Anniversary Edition of 

PR1M1ST CREED 

For a Theology of the Environment 
by Lee Nading 

Great Soul of Nature. Earth-Native Primism. 
Technocalypse. Biosoul. The Inverida. 

First Breakfast. Life List. Species Sustenance. 
Kinship of Life. Vigils. Ecodice Covenant. 

Frameable collector's edition on SVi x 13 in. 
archival paper, author signed and dated. ^ 

★ Primist Creed, 3 -color, neutral ph $6.00 

(Postpaid, shipped in cardboard tube) 

GREA BOOKS, POB 1805, Bloomington, IN 47402 
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ADVERTISE IN 
EARTH FIRST! 

Reach thousands of refined minds with 
your slick Madison Avenue message in 
our high-toned, sophisticated publica- 
tion. Rates are as follows: 

Half Page $300 
Quarter Page $150 
Eighth Page $80 
Column inch $10 

Columns are 2 ] A inches wide. There 
will be a minimum $25 extra charge 
for any ads that are not camera-ready. 
Ads that are not the proper width will 
be returned or they can be PM Ted to 
fit for an additional $10 charge. Class- 
ified ads are available for 40 cents a 
word ($5 minimum). Send your ads to 
EF! POB 5871, Tucson, AZ 85703. 





CLEAN UP 
NOT 

BUILDUP 

From Rocky Flats to Savannah River; 
from Femald to Hanford, the nuclear 
weapons program is out of control. 
Deadly radiation is spoiling our air, wa- 
ter and soil. New nuclear weapon sys- 
tems from Star Wars to Trident, MX 
and cruise missiles threaten all of us. 

Now is the time to end the nuclear 
arms race. The US must stop making 
new bombs and dismantle existing ones. 
Once and for all 

Join National Mobilization for Sur- 
vival in demanding an end to the nu- 
clear arms race by permanently closing 
the plants that make the bombs. Once 
and for all 

For more information or to make 
a financial contribution, contact : 

Mobilization for Survival 
45 John St. #811 
New York, NY 10038 


The SAVE THE RAINFOREST COMMITTEE OF LOS ANGELES wishes 
to unveil to the discriminating public, its limited edition leisure 
shirts with the bold emblem: "Burger KILL" in bright Beverly Hills 

red between two buns. This at the usual price of $12. We also 

have large bumperstickers for your Rolls at only a trifle $1 (or 50c for 
20 or more). These say "Burgers Kill Rainforest". Both include our 
name, "Save the Rainforest", at no extra charge. Both cause quite a 
stir at garden parties and other social functions. Save the Dolphin 
full-color sweatshirts are also available for $22. Make your checks 
out to: Southern California Vegetarians Inc., PO Box 34427, Los 
Angeles, CA 90034. 
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Back Issues Directory for the Earth First! Journal 


Order back issues from EF!, POB 7, 
Canton, NY 13617 for $2 apiece ($1 
apiece for 5 or more different issues). 


YULE December21, 1981 (Vol. II, No. ID First Earth First! 
Road Show, Oil Leasing in Wilderness Areas, EF! Preserve 
System, many early photos of Earth First! 

EOSTAR March 20, 1982 (Vol. II, No. IV) Mardie Murie 
Interview, Canyonlands Nuke Dump, EF! meeting in Eu- 
gene. 

LITHA June 2 1,1982 (Vol. II, No. VI) Little Granite Creek, 
Moab Roads a BLM WSA, Chim Blea on Babies, Dinkey 
Creek & McKinley Sequoias, What To Do As An EF!er, 
Caribou in Maine. 

BELTANE May 1,1983 (Vol. Ill, No. IV) Bald Mt Blockade, 
GO Road, Howie Wolke on Moderation, EF! Wyoming 
Wilderness Proposal, Canyonlands Nuke Dump, Maze Tar 
Sands, EF! Smashes Earth Last!, Ned Ludd on Helicopters, 
CA Desert Sellout by BLM, Otter G'Zell on Whales, Mama 
Rue on Beltane, Review of Reench an tment of the World, John 
Seed on Australia Rainforest Direct Action, Blgfoot Inter- 
view. 

LITHA June 21, 1983 (Vol. Ill, No. V) Wilderness War in 
Oregon, Bald Mt Blockaders' Personal Accounts, Mama Rue 
on Summer Solstice, EF! Wilderness Preserve System and 
Map, Head of Joaquin on Utah, EF! Glen Canyon Demon- 
stration, Franklin River Victory in Australia, Ned Ludd on 
Radios, GO Road Stopped, Reform of the Forest Service, Ed 
Abbey on Conscience of the Conquerer. 

BRIGID February 1, 1984 (Vol. IV, No. Ill) Oregon RARE 
II Suit, EF! Idaho Wilderness Proposal, Tuolumne, Forest 
Service Arrogance, Ned Ludd on Smoke Bombs, Head of 
Joaquin on Trapping, Coors in Shenandoah. 

EOSTAR March 20, 1984 (Vol. IV, No. IV) Burger King 
Protest, Shipwrecked Environmentalism, Solomon Island 
Rainforest Action, Bald Mt Road Crumbles, Southern Utah 
Wilderness, Dave Brower/Muir's Disciple by Bill Devall, Ned 
Ludd on Tree Spiking & No Evide nee, Ma ma Rue on Enligh t- 
enment, 1984 Road Show, Buried Dalntree Protestors. 

BELTANE May 1, 1984 (Vol. IV, No. V) Cabinet Mts 
Grizzlies & Mining, Forest Service Appeals Form, Wolke on 
the Role of EF!, EF! Owyhee Wilderness Proposal (ID, OR, & 
NV), Angel Dusting Grizzlies, Middle Santiam, CO Recrea- 
tion Dollars, EF! AZ Wilderness Proposal, Arctic Wildlife 
Refuge Violated, Bolt Weevils, Devall on the Australian En- 
vironmental Movement, Ned Ludd on Survey Stakes & 
Disabling Vehicles, Deep Ecology & Reproduction, Save the 
Tuolumne Rally. 

LITHA June 20, 1984 (Vol. IV, No. VI) Middle Santiam 
Blockade, Chim Blea on the Big Outside, Cabinet Mts & 
Grizzly, Coors in Shenandoah, Saguaro National Monu- 
ment Mine, Murder on Key Largo, Burger King Demonstra- 
tions, Dalntree Rainforest, Ned Ludd on Rising & Falling 
Birds, EF! Protests Canyonlands Nuke Dump, Sterile Forest 
Review, Basic Principles of Deep Ecology, Sinkyone Contin- 
ues. 

LUGHNASADH August 1,1984 (Vol. IV, No. VII) Middle 
Santiam Blockade, EF! Occupies Montana Senator's Office, 
North American Bloreglonal Congress, Round River Ren- 
dezvous, Montana on Civil Disobedience, Petroleum Con- 
flicts with Wilderness Analyzed, Everything You Ever 
Wanted To Know About the Forest Service Part 1 by Bobcat, 
Sacred Cows, Foreman on Professionalism, Hunting the 
Wild Life, Devall and Sessions on the Books of Deep Ecol- 
ogy- 

SAMHAIN November 1, 1984 Vol. V, No. I) EF! Occupies 
Oregon Regional Forester's Office, Hardesty Avengers Spike 
Trees, Old Growth Rally, "What Do You Expect To Accom- 
plish?", Cop Raid on Bald Mt, Your Taxes Destroy Rain- 
forest, Down (With) the Amazon, Green Politics, Elfbusters, 
Roxby Downs in Australia, Wilderness — the Global Con- 
nection, Ned Ludd on Water & Machines, Forest Service 
Appeal Form, Everything You Ever Wanted To Know About 
The Forest Service Part 2 by Bobcat, Direct Action by Devall 
& Sessions, Gary Snyder: Song of the Taste, Beyond Sacred 
Cows, Stiles In Defense of Dogs. 

YULE December 21, 1984 (Vol. V, No. II) Texas Wilder- 
ness Logged, 30,000 Miles of Road in RARE II Areas, Bridger- 
Teton Forest Supervisor, Alaska: Kadashan Denali Stjohnny 
Sagebrush, Middle Santiam Trials, Japan Grizzly, German 
Nuke Dump, Chlpko, Solomon Islands Rainforest, Dalntree 
Rainforest Burled Protest, Environmental Professionalism 
Discussion, 1984: Wilderness Boom or Bust?, A National 
Range Service, Non-Game, Devall on Whither Environmen- 
talism?, Cecelia Ostrow on Deep Ecology, Hardesty Mt Tree 
Spiking, Ed Abbey on Ecodefense. 

: BRIGID February 2, 1985 (Vol. V, No. Ill) Meares Island, 
-Military Land Grab in West (Supersonic Overflights), Mis- 
sion Symposium, FS Employment Tyranny, National Park 
Mining, Florida Panther, Shooting Wolves from Air, Cathe- 
dral Forest Petition, North Kalmlopsis, Criticizing the Envi- 
ronmental Movement, End of the Yellowstone Grizzly?, In 
Defense of Western Civilization, Stop Planting Trout, Ned 
Ludd on Blgfoot. 

ibSTAR March 20, 1985 (Vol. V, No. IV) Rocky Mtn Gas 
Drilling, EF! Gives DOE Nuke Waste, Montana Wilderness 
Demos, Yellowstone Grizzly Management, Texas Demo, 
Rainforest Report, Swedish River, Wayne NF, Southern 
Utah, King Range, Arctic NWR Desecrated, Joseph Canyon, 
John Day Mining, Great Exchange, Acid Rain, In Defense of 
. Humor, Wolke on Hunting, Nagasaki on Symbols & Life- 
styles, Biocentrism of Western Civilization, Ned Ludd on 
Advanced Billboarding. 

^ BELTANE May 1, 1985 (Vol.V, No. V) Yellowstone's Water- 
gate, Snowmobiles in Yellowstone, Alabama Wilderness, 
Denali Mine, Grand Canyon Mine, Middle Santiam, Wel- 
fare Ranchers, Great Exchange, Welcome to Earth First!, 
Critters Protest Bighorn NF Plan, RNR Management, Beav- 
erhead NF, Pine Beetles, African Parks Poisoned, Real Envi- 
ronmental Professionalism, Dark Side of Wilderness, Re- 
view of Fragmented Forest 

LITHA June 21, 1985, (Vol.V, No. VI) Road Frenzy, Tree 
Climbing Hero, Old Growth Actions in Oregon, EF! Guide 
to NF Planning, Aircraft in Grand Canyon, Mt. Graham 
Observatory, Jarbidge Elk, Hells Canyon, Grand Canyon 
Mine, Rainforest Insert & Ten Questions, King Range, Mike 
Frome on Fat Cat Conservationists, Reviews: Meeting the Ex- 
pectations of the Land, In the Rainforest, Strategic Mon- 
keywrenchlng. Advanced Tree Spiking, Tyrone (WI) Nuke. 

LUGHNASADH August 1, 1985 (Vol.V, No. VII) Battle for 
Millenium Grove, 3 Bears in Yellowstone, Oregon Over- 
view, Montana (Hall Creek Well, RARE II bill. Swan Range 
Motocross), Yellowstone Bison, Mike Frome on Yellow- 
stone, Washington Rendezvous, Ozark NF, Stiklne River 
Dams, Mogollon Rim Logging, Salmon River, Mt. Rainier 
Shit, '85 RRR, Dreaming Big Wilderness, Jeff Sirmon, Tree 
Spiking & Moral Maturity, Deep Ecology & Life Style, Blade 
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Rulnen Tree Pining, Wolke Busted, Fire Stops Logging, 
Hands-On Forest Planning, Valve Lapping Compound, 
Lone Wolf on Animal Music, Reviews: Emerald Forest, Green 
Politics, Chuang Tzu, Intern tl Envir. Policy. 

MABON September 22, 1985 (Vol.V, No. VIII) Arizona EF! 
(Overview, Mt. Graham, Grand Canyon Mines & Helicop- 
ters, Cliff Damn, Coconino Roads), Texas Wilderness Log- 
ging, Militarization of the West, Nevada Wilderness, France 
Sinks Rainbow Warrior, Notes from a Maturing Tree-Hug- 
ger, Utah BLM Wilderness, Gila Wilderness, Stiklne River, 
Florida Wilderness Recovery, Eastern Forest Preserves, Na- 
tives & Natural Peoples, Ecological Decay/Political Vio- 
lence, Blade Rulner: Ceramic Spikes, Lone Wolf on Country 
Music, Reviews: Who Speaks for Wolf, Seeing Green, Parable of 
the Tribes, Natural Alien. 

SAMHAIN November 1, 1985 (Vol. VI, No. I) Battle for 
the Bear, Mt. Graham Scopes, Clockwork Grizzly, Ski Yel- 
lowstone, Grant Village, Montana EF! Climbs Marais Pass 
Monument, Hells Canyon Logging, Australian Woodchip- 
ping, Colorado Water Diversions, Environment & Peace, 
Stein Valley (BC) Logging, Louisiana-Pacific Strike, Camel 
Cigs Against Rainforest, Carole King on Idaho Wilderness, 
Rainforest Insert, Mann Creek flD), Wild Horses, Second 
Thoughts on Fire, Blade Rulner: Ceramic Spikes II, A Cop on 
Security, Lone Wolf Circles on Poetry, Recommended Peri- 
odicals, Reviews of Cry Wolf, Meares Island, Earth Wisdom. 

YULE December 21, 1985 (Vol. VI, No.II) Highjacking of 
FOE, Colorado EF!, Texas EF!, EF! in Southern California, 
Bay Area EF!, Maine (Big A Damn, Straight Bay Damn), 
Sinkyone, Congress on Griz, Pinnacles Pigs, SS Watt, Japan, 
British Columbia Wilderness Logging, Thinking Like a Rain- 
forest, Big Mountain Relocation, Australia Update, Interna- 
tional Rainforest Conference, Blade Ruiner: Quartz Tree 
Spikes, Trapping, Wolves & Moose in Alaska, Bioregional 
Approach to Wilderness, Montana Sellout, Spotted Owls, 
Lone Wolf Circles on Indian Music, Reviews: Turning Point, 
Nuclear Battlefields, Declaration of a Heretic, Death of Nature, 
American Hunting Myth, Parable of the Tribes reply. 

BRIGID February 2, 1986 (Vol. VI, No. Ill) Cutting the 
Tongass, Dian Fossey, CO EF!, '86 RRR, Gallatin NF, Oregon 
Update, Colo. Aspen, Calif. Condor, Desert Eagles, Hall 
Creek Protest, Bruneau Snail, Bleeding Utah, EF! Acid Rain, 
Texas Boggy Creek, Designer Genes, Seed in India, South 
Moresby, World Rainforest Report #5, Foreman on Cow- 
boys, Stoddard on Death, Feb. Pagan Festivals, Wuerthner 
on Forest Fire, Technology & Mountain Thinking, Spiking 
Refinements, Lone Wolf Circles on Gary Snyder, Stephanie 
Mills: RRR Thoughts, Reviews: Books on Mountain Lions 
and Grizzlies. 

EOSTAR March 20, 1986 (Vol. VI, No. IV) Howie Jailed; 
Yellowstone Supt: "Shove It!"; Fishing Bridge Suit; Montana 
Road Show; Flathead NF Plan; Nat'l Old Growth Campaign; 
Hells Canyon; Tahoe NF Plan; Taxes & Forest Destruction; 
Hierarchy & Grassroots in Sierra Club; Suwannee River; 
Snoqualmie River; Texas Pipeline; Cheyenne Bottoms; 
Restoring Salmon Streams; Howling Wilderness?; Gourd of 
Ashes; Desertification & Plant Genetic Resources; Wagon 
Wilderness; Suburbanizing the Bush; Public Interest Law 
Liability; Lone Wolf Circles on Folk Music; BC Rejects 
Native Management; Reviews: Sacred Paw, Gifting Birds, 
Restoring the Earth, State of the World 1 985, The Earth Speaks, 
Language of the Birds, Mad Max & Streetwise, Fire From the 
Mountain; Ned Ludd: Radios, Mountain Bikes; Legend of 
Tiny Tonka; Desert Rivers; Notes from Ultima Thule. 

BELTANE May 1, 1986 (Vol. VI, No. V) Utah BLM 
Wilderness Proposal, EF! Griz Recovery Plan, Why Grizzlies 
Die in Y'stone, Neches River, BLM-FS Interchange, Memo- 
ries of a Tree Climber, Acid Rain in BWCA, Los Padres NF, 
San Bruno Mt, Colo Aspens, Mt. Graham, Anti-herbicide 
Researcher Fired, Poisoning Saguaros, Eating As If Nature 
Mattered, Smokey the Bear Sutra, Animal Rights vs. the 
Wilderness, Civilization Act, Schmookler on Anarchy, Rain- 
bow Permit Controversy, Rocky Mt. Front - American Ser- 
engeti. Recreating Ohio Wilderness, Wonderful Famine, 
Frome on Conservation, Lone Wolf Circles on Poems by 
Jose, Reviews of Gathering the Desert, Good Wild Sacred, 
Building the Green Movement, Africa in Crisis, and the Work of 
Peter Matthiessen, Ned Ludd on Outlaw's Bible, Money In 
Your Coffeepot. 

LITHAJune21, 1986 (Vol. VI, No. VI) Idaho Compromise; 
World Bank Demos Set; 4 Arrested in Texas; InternatT Law 
& Monkeywrenchlng; Fishing Bridge Protest; Grand Can- 
yon Aircraft; Stanislaus NF Protest; Long Island (WA) Ce- 
dars; Massachusetts EF!; Florida Panther; AZ & CO Acid Rain 
Actions; Mt. Graham Demo; Millennium Grove Update; 
North Kalmlopsis; Restoring Colorado Wilderness; Green 
Conf. Mired in Anthropocentrism; World Rainforest Report 
#6; Hawaiian Native Rights; Chicken of the Desert; Diver- 
sity?; Lone Wolf Circles on Katie Lee and Cecelia Ostrow; 
Chim Blea on Deep Ecology vs. Animal Rights; Wilderness 
Restoration in Appalachians; Animal Thinking; Reviews of 
Promised Land, Vegetation Changes on Western Rangelands; 
Devall reviews new books on Muir; The Future Of Mon- 
keywrenching. 

MABON September 23, 1986 (Vol. VI, No. VIII) Sea 
Shepherd in Faroes; Wyoming Oil Protest; Mining Threat- 
ens Wilderness System; Alberta Kills Griz; Sheep Kill Griz- 
zlies; Boating in Yellowstone; Exxon in Northwoods; 
Wenatchee NF Protest; EF! Spills Uranium at Grand Can- 
yon; EF! Foundation; Ohio Wilderness Recovery; NABC II; 
Virginia Wilderness; John Zaelit In Memorium; World Rain- 
forest Report #8; Los Padres NF Wilderness; Nukes in Bav- 
aria; Cows in Capitol Reef NP; Wolves Return to Montana; 
Sustainable Agriculture?; Noss on Wilderness Recovery; 
Holistic Range Management; Lone Wolf Circles reviews 
Kate Wolf, Bill Oliver, Greg Keeler, and Nightcap cassettes; 
Review of Gary Lawless poetry; Ask Ned Ludd; Deep Ecology 
name. 

SAMHAIN November 1, 1986 (Vol. VII, No. I) World Bank 
Protests, Four Notch Godzilla, EF! NM BLM Wilderness 
Proposal, Kaibab NF, Grand Canyon Uranium, Mt. Graham 
Scopes, New England Rendezvous, California Rendezvous, 
Technology Free Zones, Inyo Ski Area, Wetlands, Yellow- 
stone Griz March, Fishing Bridge, Biodiversity Forum, WA 
EF!, Controlled Burning, Technology & Mortality, Shays Re- 
bellion, Predator Control, Mike Frome on Denali, Grey 
Seals, Gaia Meditations, Devall on "Environmental Agenda 
for Future," Zu Zaz's Close Shave, LWC on Poetry, Nukes in 
Scotland, Japan's Bird Islands, Reviews of Working the Woods 
Working the Sea, Glint at the Kindling, Dwellers in the Land, 
Killing the Hidden Waters, Conserving Biological Diversity in 
NFs. 

BELTANE May 1, 1987 (Vol. VII, No. V) Grand Canyon 
Uranium, Kalmlopsis Action, White Mt NF Smog, CA 
Mountain Lions, Mt. Graham, MAXXAM, Quebec Hydro, 
Whopper Stopper, Florida Stinkholes, Seal Slaughter, Japa- 
nese Pirate Whaling, Arctic NWR, Tongass NF, Six Rivers NF, 
Coca Cola in Belize, WRR #9, Wuerthner on Alaskan Na- 
tives, End of American Wilderness, Appalachian Mts Wil- 
derness Vision, Is Deep Ecology Deep Enough?, Third Wave 
Environmentalism, Population & AIDS. 

LITHA June 21, 1987 (Vol. VII, No. VI) MAXXAM Protests, 
Strawberry Liberation Front, Washington EF! Update, 
Kalmlopsis Actions, Two Forks Damn (CO), Last Condor, 
Santa Rosa Sewage, Mountain Lions: CA-NM-AZ, Griz & 
ORVs, Burr Trail, Mt. Graham Red Squirrel, Appalachian 
Rendezvous, Council of All Beings, Penan, North Pacific 


Driftnets, Whopper Stopper, California Desert EF! Proposal, 
Grand Canyon Uranium Map, SW Lobo, Dark Side of Wolf 
Return, Animas Mts (NM), Indian Rainforest Park in Pan- 
ama, Deer & Wolves, Wolverines, Bones, Greens-Deep 
Ecology-Animal Rights, Mark Hatfield Exposed, Gary 
Snyder: Alaska, Lone Wolf Circles on Women's Poetry, 
Nagasaki on Spiking, Potato Liberation, Chim Blea Reviews 
"The Mission," Reviews of Idaho Mountain Ranges, State of the 
World, Birds of Prey, Beaches Are Moving, Bombs in Backyard, 
Cadillac Desert. 

SAMHAIN November 1, 1987 (Vol. VIII, No. I) Hodel At 
Hetch Hetchy, Texas Freddie Gestapo, Four Notch, Rogue 
Griz Sanctuary, Helicopter Buzzes Grizzlies, Black Bear in S. 
Appalachians, World Bank Blockade, World Wilderness 
Conference, Alpine Lakes Mining, Lou Gold Escapes Bald 
Mt, Yellowstone Wolves, CA Lions, Siskiyou NF Plan, Vir- 
ginia FS Demo, Mt Diablo Cows, Woodpeckers Rebellion 
Pow Wow, Tarzan & Jane in Redwoods, Alien-Nation, 
Whither EF!?, Taking Up Bookchin's Challenge, Chim Blea 
on "Why The Venom?," Foreman on Sanctuary, World 
Rainforest Report #11, Reviews of Conservation Biology, 
Desert Smells Like Rain, Arctic Dreams, Vermont's Northeast 
Kingdom, North Woods Preserve, Boundary Marking, Folky 
Bear, Lone Wolf Reviews Keeler/Lyons/Cherney, Streeter on 
Leopold. 

YULE December 22, 1987 (Vol. VIII, No. II) Malaysia 
Crackdown, Fishing Bridge EIS, National Day of Protest 
Against FS, Letters Re: "Whither EF!?," BLM vs. Pygmy 
Forest, Box-Death Hollow Drilling, Mexican Wolf Re-intro 
Killed, Wolf Actions, Yellowstone Wolves, Icelanders Op- 
pose Whaling, Grand Canyon Uranium, Mt. Graham Sell- 
out, Elk Mt (NM), AZ Welfare Rancher Protest, NM BLM 
Wilderness, AIDS & Gaia, Miss Ann Thropy to Alien-Nation, 
Devall on "Deep Ecology and Its Critics," EF! Tabloid, 
Review of Tierra Primera, Judge Blasts MAXXAM, Court 
Spares CA Cougars, Lone Wolf Reviews Mokai/Wells, Ned 
Ludd on "Safe Typing of Communiques." 

BRIGID February 2, 1988 (Vol. VIII, No. Ill) Stop the Forest 
Service by Howie Wolke, Barstow-Vegas Race Sabotaged, 
David Gaines RIP, Dinkey Creek, Challenging CA Timber 
Harvest Plans, Montana Wilderness Association Sell-out, 
Alaska Parks Wilderness, Hydra ORV Race (CO), Kalmiopsis 
Fire, Spanish Waste Dump, Ocean Garbage, Oldman River 
Dam, Wackersdorf, FS Attack on Gila NF (NM), EF! AZ BLM 
Wilderness Proposal, Vermont's Northeast Kingdom, 
White Mt NF Plan (NH), Randall O'Toole on "Reforming the 
Forest Service," Lone Wolf Reviews Amerindian Music, 
Deep Ecology & Magic, Natural Areas Conference, Wilder- 
ness Recovery, Technology & the Rumford Effect, Reason & 
Time, Behaviorism & Environmentalism, Reviews of Robin- 
son Jeffers, Byrd Baylor, Kingdom in the Country, Environ- 
mental Effects of ORVs, Ley Hunter, Monarch Butterfly, Pagans 
for Peace, New Catalyst, Katuah, Edward Abbey and Wendell 
Berry, Ned Ludd on Spiking Paper Pulp/Water Pipelines/ 
Advanced Road Spiking, EF! From a European Perspective. 

EOSTAR March 20, 1988 (Vol.VIII, No. IV) Forest Service 
Primer by Howie Wolke, BC Wolf Kill Protests, Roselle 
Sentenced, Fish Town Woods, Salvage Logging In N. 
Kalmiopsis, Dolphin Slaughter, Sea Shepherds Return to 
Iceland, EF! Activists Conference, Stumps Suck!, Gallatin 
Forest Plan Appealed, Animal Damage Control Program, 
Byrd Baylor on ADC, Realm of the Bog Lemming, Alaska 
Land Grab, EF! CA Redwood Wilderness, Reviews of The 
Whale War, The Natural Alien: Humankind and Environment, 
Wilderness and the American Mind, Sabbaths, Diet For A New 
America, Of Wolves And Men, Notes From Nee-Beel-Ha, 
Greek Language Problem, Ned Ludd on anti-spiking legisla- 
tion/balloons threaten powerlines/butyric acld/healthy 
tree spiking. 

BELTANE May 1, 1988 (Vol. VIII, No. V) Jaguar (El Tlgre) 
in the Southwest, Undeveloped Land In New England For 
Sale, Atlantic Salmon, Quebec Ski Area, Idaho Wilderness 
Bill, Roselle on Deep Ecology & the New Civil Rights Move- 
ment, Nerthus - Paganism, Logger's Diary, John Muir An- 
other Edison, Review of Fear At Work, Conservation Biology 
and the Greater North Cascades Ecosystem, Ned Ludd on 
wolf poster/lock jammlng/cow poisoning. Neanderthal 
Gene, Restoring the Earth Conference, Nevada Wilderness 
Bill, Springtime in the West Fork. 

LITHA June 21, 1988 (Vol. VIII, No. VI) Day of Outrage 
Shakes Forest Service, Great Basin National Park, Sea Shep- 
herd Samurais, G-O Road decision, MAXXAM Battles, Envi- 
ronmental Sabotage in Western Europe, Flat-spired Three- 
toothed Land Snail, Darter Diversity in Peril, River of No 
Return for Salmon?, responses to Reforming the Forest Service, 
Reviews of Jim Harrison, Public Lands Council Newsletter, 
Methods for Evaluating Riparian Habitats, Incident at Hawk's 
Hill, A Wilderness Original, Minding the Earth, Foreman on 
Growth in EF!, Canyon Wlngbeats, Ghost of Matthew 
Kidder, Lone Wolf on Tribal Voice, Ned Ludd on radio com- 
munications/strategic monkeywrenchlng. 

LUGHNASADH August 1, 1988 (Vol. VIII, No. VII) Okan- 
ogan NF Demonstration, Threatened Snail Protected, Wolf 
Campaign on 3 Fronts, Mt. Graham, Salmon Revival Runs 
the Connecticut River, Ecological Preserves for Central Ap- 
palachians, Conservation Biology in Florida, Sierra Club 
and Grazing, Bighorns Menaced by Sheep, NACE vs. Kerr- 
McGee, RRR photos, Critical Mythology of Civilization, 
Replace Mythology With Ecology, Thank God for the Car- 
nage, Virgin Islands, Waiting for the Ice Age, Revise the Big 
Open, Ecoavengers - A Mediterranean Cruise, Wilderness 
Music, Lone Wolf reviews American Falls, Reviews of Robert 
Service, Survival of Civilization, Words From the Land, Ama- 
zon, Ned Ludd on military targets/slow elk/plugging cul- 
verts. 

MABON September 22, 1988 (Vol. VIII, No. VIII) 
Kalmiopsis Tree-Sitters Targeted, TX EF! Fights for Vlreos 
and Bugs, Mt. Graham,. Tuna Industry Lies Refuted, Endan- 
gered Snakes - From the Garden to the Roundup, Mexican 
Biosphere Reserve, Timber Management Is Not Wildlife 
Management, Ranchers and 3 Refuges, Fruitless Past of 
Allan Savory, Burning, Looking for Land, EF! Proposes 
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem Preserve, Stockman, The 
Last Detail, Lone Wolf on Animas Rock, Reviews of Simple in 
Means, Rich in Ends, Thinking Like A Mountain, Earth First 1 , 
Villy Sadness, Gaia: An Atlas of Planet Management, Solace of 
Open Spaces, Ned Ludd on spiking/heavy equipment/cul- 
verts/footprints/butyraldehyde. 

SAMHAIN November 1, 1988 (Vol. IX, No. I) TX Cavebugs 
Saved, Mt. Graham Loses In Congress, CA Rendezvous, 
Kalmlopsis actions. Midwest Headwaters EF!, B.C. Wilder- 
ness, Snake Campaign, Northwest Forestry & Old Growth, 
Global Warming Shrinks Biodiversity, Scientists Dig Into 
Biodiversity, 3rd Bioregional Congress, Local Group News- 
letters, Steps to Protect Public Lands, Restoring Earth Kin- 
ship, Bionomics of Tree Planting, Out of Weakness, On 
Becoming Homo Ludens, Falling Leaves, Reviews of Sacred 
Land Sacred Sex, To Govern Evolution, Big Sky Fair Land, 
Mountains Without Handrails, Battle for the Wilderness, An- 
cient Science of Geomancy, Deadly Defense, Economics As If The 
Earth Really Mattered, Endangered Rivers. 

YULE December 21, 1988 (Vol. IX, No. II) Triple Victory 
in CA, FL EF! Saves Paynes Prairie, Yellowstone: Out of the 
Ashes, Sapphire Six Fined $25,000, Wolf Update, WIPP: 
Pandora's Box, Park Service Plans Doormat To Denali, 
Wildlife in France, CA's White Mtns, Reweaving Web of 
Life, Chestnuts, Corporate Takeover of Friends of the Earth, 
Monkeywrenchlng Mainstream Education, Off the Cow!, 
Wheeled Bane of Nature, How Far Should We Go?, Growth 


and EF!, Reviews of A.B. Guthrie, Alston Chase, Ambient 
Music, Ages of Gaia, One Life At A Time, Please, A Place For The 
Winter, Last Stand of the Red Spruce, Tribes, Circle of Time, 
Coyote & the Monkeywrench. 

BRIGID February 2, 1989 (Vol. IX, No. Ill) CO EF! Fights 
Welfare Ranching, National Livestock Refuge System, 
Alaska: Keep It Wild!, Real Destruction of Yellowstong, Tra- 
ditional Asian Medicine, New Guinea Nature Reserve Sys- 
tem, Flathead Forest Roads Inventory, Perceptual Implica- 
tions of Gala, Challenge to Environmental Education, Earth 
First - Space Second, LaChappelle on Play, Reviews of 
Redesigned Forest, Victory Without War, Owning It All, Shan- 
doka, Permaculture: A Design Manual, Fool's Progress, Cassan- 
dra Conference, Diet For A New America, Secrets of the Old 
Growth Forest, Ned Ludd on tree spiklng/culverts/signs. 

EOSTAR March 21, 1989 (Vol. IX, No. IV) Race for 
Northeast Tlmberlands, Timber Sale Threatens RNR Wilder- 
ness, FL National Forests, Wild Rockies EF! Demands Equal 
Rights for All Species, Log Exports Demo, FS Appeals Process, 
Colorado on the Edge, Kararao: A Dam Called War, Coca 
Cola In Belize, Wolf Update, Mind in the Biosphere, Reports 
from DAF, RAT, and EF!F, Antarctic Future, The Cull, Sapi- 
ens & Sourdough, LaChapelle in Defense of Men, Reviews of 
Earth Goddess music, Audubon Wildlife Report 1988/89, 
Quiet Crisis & The Next Generation, Animal Thinking, Biologi- 
cal Diversity, Ned Ludd on anti-spiking legislation. 

BELTANE May 1, 1989 (Vol. IX, No. V) Tribute to Ed 
Abbey, Old Growth vs. Old Mindsets, Jemez Mountains: 
Fragmented Jewel, Breitenbush Blockade, Steps Towards A 
Restoration Ethic, Effect of Rising Sea Levels on Coastal 
Wetlands, Big Wilderness is Ecological Wilderness, White 
Hats, Pro-Life?, LaChapelle on Beltane & Money, Perfect 
Kiva, Reviews of History of the Sierra Club, Bordering On 
Trouble, Modem Crisis, Rights of Nature, Sea of Slaughter, Down 
By The River, Forestand the Trees, Saving the Tropical Forests, 
Water Planet, Ned Ludd on culverts/range improvements. 

LITHA June 21, 1989 (Vol. IX, No. VI) Los Angeles EF! 
demo, Nevada Wilderness, photos of FBI agent Mike Tait, 
MAXXAM treesit, Yellowstone's Nuclear Shadow, Cumula- 
tive Impacts of Coors, French Activists Fight for Wild River, 
Climate and the Greenhouse Effect, Paddlefish, Northeast- 
ern Lynx, Alaska Aquaculture, Marine Preserves, Thoughts 
on an Evolutionary Ethic, Reviews of Zodiac, Chronicles of 
Thomas Covenant the Unbeliever, Story of the Earth, Wilderness 
Coast, Exploring Idaho's High Desert, A Monkeywrencher's 
Guide to Lawyers and the Law, SLAPPS: Intimidation Law- 
suits 

LUGHNASADH August 1, 1989 (Vol. IX, No. VII) Tropical 
Timber tabloid. Activists Assault Dolphin-Killing Capital, 
Round River Rendezvous Remembered, FS Old Growth 
Symposium, Southwest Spotted Owl, Big Things- That Run 
the World, Counting Real Costs of Public Lands Grazing, 
Television's Profound Impact On Nature, Gestalt for EF!, In 
League With Beings of the Future, LaChapelle on Living 
Wild, Trading Truth for Credibility, Love Your Mother - 
Don't Become One, Wolke on NFMA Planning, Reviews of 
Lime Creek Odyssey, Crossroads: Environmental Priorities..., 
Earth Rising, Staying Alive, This Incomparable Lande. 

MABON September 22, 1989 (Vol. IX, No. VIII) Mirth 
First! special Insert, Nationwide EF! Treesit, Hatfield Rider, 
NFLS Report, Wild Rockies EF! In Yellowstone, Alaska VICE, 
EF! Alaska Task Force, French to Reintroduce Bison, Chile: In 
Search of Ancient Trees, Protecting Preserves By Listening to 
Locals, Guatemalan Conservation, Desert Tortoise Gets 
Partial Protection, Sacred Sites, Shamanism, Dreamtime & 
Extinction, What Role For Education in Deep Ecology?, 
Letter from Gaol, LaChapelle on Importance of Ritual, 
Excerpt from Sisters of the Dream, Review of Elements of 
Refusal, Ned Ludd on sand bong/protectlve clothing/secu- 
rity. 

SAMHAIN November 1, 1989 (Vol. X, No. I) Montana 
EF!ers Subpoenaed, Politics and Extinctions, Wolf news, 
Tatshenshlnl, Adirondacks issues, Mt. Apo, Clearcuts & 
Farmlands, Ferret Eggs, Hidden Valley, Palouse Prairie, 
Reforming the FS, Clash of True Believers, Ecocollapse, 
Renegade Rangers, Origin of the Domestic Dog, Foreman on 
The Perils of Illegality, Mountain Greenery, Littlest Eco- 
Raider, Revolution Can Begin With the Young, Yule carols. 
Whither Monkeywrenchlng?, Reviews of Arsenal, Enduring 
Seeds, Los Angeles, Earth First! (film). Time Falling Bodies Take 
to Light, To Dwell In Peace, Raft Is Not the Shore. 

YULE December 21, 1989 (Vol. X, No. ID Woodland 
Caribou, National Wolf Recovery Action, CO Old Growth 
Saved, Hawaii Geothermal, Grizzly Bears & Politics, Old 
Growth Forests of the SW, Old Growth in the S. Appalachi- 
ans, Destruction of Wilderness, Forest Service Reform, Evo- 
lutionary Preserves, Natural Role of Humans In Wilderness, 
Ecocentrism & Global Ecosystem Protection, Humans & 
Honeyguides, Wolke on Thoughtful Radicalism, LaChap- 
pelle on the Seasonal Affective Disorder, Naess on Deepness 
of Deep Ecology, Reviews of Challenge of Global Warming, 
Entropy, End of Nature, Ecology Community and Lifestyle, 
Universe is a Green Dragon, Conscience of a Conservationists, 
On Conflict and Consensus, Desert Solitaire (music). 

BRIGID February 2, 1990 (Vol. X, No. IID CO EF! Hits 
Cowboys, Log Ship Lockdown, Hatfield-Adams Amend- 
ment, Native Forest Protection Act, AZ 4 Are Now 5, Civil 
Disobedience and RICO, Griz Task Force Report, Social & 
Deep Ecology Meet, Wild Mountain River Country, Idaho 
Connection, Floral Legacies of the Megafauna, How Rivers 
Are Cleared in the Jungle, Steps to Consensus, Loaded 
Language, The Columbian Legacy, Brower on The Politics of 
Environmental Compromise, Roadkill, Norwegian Roots of 
Deep Ecology, An Appraisal of Monkeywrenchlng, Carrying 
On a Venerable Tradition, Reviews of Healing the Wounds, 
Clearcutting, Coyote's Canyon, new EF! music. 

EOSTAR March 20, 1990 (Vol. X, No. IV) EF! Takes Mt. 
Graham toDC,Tema garni, Corporate Buy-out of Earth Day, 
Hostile Takeovers in Maine, Y'stone Winter Onslaught, 
Mexican Sea Turtle Slaughter, B to V Race Stopped, Hurwitz 
Harrassed in CA & TX, Maxxam Violates Accord, Billionaire 
TX Goatherd, Fragmented Tropical Forest, Species Going 
Extinct While Bush Delays Listing, Paddlefish update. Lau- 
rel Fork, Starting a Local Group, Critter Flea Market, Toad- 
stool Trekking, Deep Ecology & Cons. Biology, Animal 
Lovers, Wilderness & Photography, LaChapelle on Earth 
Day, Reviews of Defending the Wilderness, Sowings and Reap- 
ings, Dimona the Third Temple, SO Simple Things, Man and the 
Natural World, and music: Rainforest, Choosing Sides, It's a 
Miracle, Unity. 
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SPRI NG/ APRI L/H U NGERSTRI KE 
DAY 61 

There are nights when freedom 
is as close as a lover's breath 
when desires and imagination 
merge 

and the prisoner rides a tempest, 
a tidal wave of memories. 

A spirit in the dark 
A conspiracy of spirit 
Sleep is happily elusive. 

But it is cold, and the cold 

intrudes, invades, and brings with it the present. 

Two marvelous friends that 
we have never met 
will soon die. 

They will die from hungerstrike 

and no spirit conspiracy will save them. 

But in the cold, 

all those that conspire in the dark, 
secretive regions of cells, 
in and out 
will continue. 

How it is 

will not be in vain. 

No. 

Susan Rosenberg 

political prisoner, D.C. jail 




BREATHE DEEP 

Breathe deep, the tree. 

Breathe in, the tree breathes out. 
Breathe out, the tree breathes in. 

Feel the bond of shared breath. 

Mourn deep, the sea. 

Tears returning, cloud to ocean. 

Life's watery womb. 

Share the bond of our origin. 

Die deep, the earth. 

Blood and bone feed the soil. 

Spirit soars to mountain. 

No distinction between self and planet. 

Live deep, the fire 

With passion and brilliance, 

balancing sacrifice and desire. 

Bum into the night. 

Pegy Sue McRae 

Lopez Island 



ECOLOGY 

for Paul Winston 

it takes a long 
time 

long time 
to understand 
what it means 
when you step 
on that catepillar 

Ed Engle 
Durango 





SUSPENDED 


THE COCKROACH 

He waits beneath the floorboards for disaster 

and will become a citizen of waste 

when his day arrives. The cockroach 

will be indestructible, with his marshmallow innards 

beneath the toxic sparkle of his shell. 

David Chorlton 
Phoenix 


FREEDOM FIELDS 

you believe i spurn you 

the way weeds are tossed from a garden 

when actually i hold you 

(dandelion that you are) 

two fingers along the stem 

and easily pinch old petals from your head 

(thinking all along what a fine salad you would be) 

that you are disturbed from your resting place 

is no cause to prick me 

quite so deeply with the jagged teeth of your leaves 
it is not easy for me to be here 
nor for your to be held so 
wild things grow in quiet places 
and i came upon you quite abruptly 
or did you find me through the wind 
i remember now 
it was the fall after that summer 
when all of the above had been written 
and i chased you through humus woods 
i wanted one wish granted 
i wanted to feel you near my mouth 
thistle star of things 
hard bound to destiny 

and you did not know i could blow quite so long 
long enough to scatter you among the fields 
can you forgive a child who refuses to grow 
so old and wise as you. Ancient of Days 
it is my loss you know 
you have been reseeded 
and i am learning 

how to cultivate what you meant to me 

LC Summers 

Fredericksburg 



Let stillness wash away the city's roar. 

In these brilliant canyons, time 
is no more than warm earth, a globe 
of light that glides around the sun 
to the squawk of circling crows 
and a winding Autumn breeze. 

As you move toward stasis, listen! 

From the Abajos, twenty miles to the north, 
echoing thunder rolls your way. 

Catch the whir of distant jets, 
then let it go. Let all the city go. 

Surrender to the whippoorwill, 

whose song mocks your whispering fears. 

Cottonwoods rattle in the light breeze. 

A blue lizard darts on paper feet 
across warm, red stone. 

Everywhere life softly hums, 
scarce heard but always there, 
poised to caress your inner ear. 

Red Bird 

Hesperus 



OUT OF SYNCH 

Imbalance is man's work. 

We shift the scenery to suit 
time's momentary need. 

We manipulate, enforce, disseminate, 
alter and mutate. 

Our psyche's message of true survival 
increasingly goes unheard. 

Dichotomy: Our sun, source of light, of life 
is the very pollen of the power plant. 

Get it? 

A raw revelation 
when all else in the Universe 
seems to understand its place. 

Can't we feel the molecular structures, 
the yin-yang, the Tao, the rapturous 
cosmic hum, the electric waves. 
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Introduced and annotated by Dave Foreman 

I apologize for my sloth in bringing new books to your attention this past year. 
I have been busy writing my new book which will be published by Crown this winter. 
The manuscript has been shipped off to my editor and I am hoping to be able to 
devote more attention to my other commitments, like this column. 

Time is, however, fading for this issue. So, let me simply say that 1990 promises 
to be a banner year for books of interest to Earth Firstlers. We have the following new 
ones this issue and will offer additional new books throughout the year. 

To make room for all the new books, we will discontinue a number of current 
titles. Please note that titles with asterisks (*) have been discontinued and will not 
be reordered when our current stock is gone. 

Please note that Ecodefense: A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching is no longer 
sold by the Earth First! Bookstore. All orders for it should be sent directly to the 
publisher, Ned Ludd Books (POB 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703). See the Ned Ludd Books 
ad in this issue for details. 

All prices listed below are postpaid. Order directly from Earth First!, POB 7, Canton, 
NY 13617. Books are sent 4th class book rate. For quicker first class mailing or UPS 
delivery please check with Nancy Z ( 602-622-1371) for additional shipping charges. 

Good reading! 

NEW BOOKS 

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF DAVID BROWER 
For Earth's Sake 
By David Brower 

I'll say it without hesitation: David Brower is the greatest living human being. He 
is the giant without peer of conservation in the last half of the 20th Century. More 
than any other individual, he created and shaped the modem environmental 
movement. Since the 1930s, Brower has been on the cutting edge of conservation. 
He's still there. And his energy and vision are still unrivaled. This is his long-awaited 
autobiography. Hardcover, bibliography, index, nearly 600 pages, $27.50 

FOREST PRIMEVAL 

The Natural History of an Ancient Forest 
By Chris Maser 

Maser is a well-known forest ecologist who did research for the Bureau of Land 
Management for many years. In this delightful yet sad book, really a biography of 
a thousand year-old Douglas-fir forest on the west slope of the Oregon Cascades, he 
weaves a comprehensive natural history of the ancient forest with lyrical writing, 
passion, scientific rigor and wisdom. After reading certain books, you want to meet 
the author. This is one. Every ancient forest activist should read it — as should every 
politician. Hardcover, index, references, appendices, photos, 282 pages, $26.50 

A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC 
And Sketches Here and There 
Special Commemorative Edition 
By Aldo Leopold 

In my library, A Sand County Almanac is the most valued volume. It is the most 
important, the loveliest, the wisest book ever penned. And finally there is a 
hardcover version of it adequate for true Leopold fanatics. Elegantly designed, 
printed on high quality paper, and accompanied by Charles W. Schwartz's excellent 
charcoal sketches, this is a treasure. Hardcover, 228 pages, $17.50 

NATIONAL PARKS 
The American Experience 
By Alfred Runte 

This revised second edition is one of the landmarks of conservation history. Not 
only does Runte provide a comprehensive history of National Parks in America, he 
develops a penetrating analysis of the pitfalls of arguing for National Parks from 
standpoints of recreation, monumental scenery, and worthless lands. He also 
discusses the creation of new Parks in Alaska, how nontraditional Parks like National 
Seashores fit into the system, and biological issues like fire ecology. Footnotes, 
index, bibliographic note, photographs, 335 pages, $13.50 

A FOREST JOURNEY 

The Role of Wood in the Development of Civilization 
By John Perlin 

Some of the best books on conservation tell the story of human civilization through 
the abuse of the land — Deserts on the March and Topsoil and Civilization, for 
example. Perlin's fine book belongs on the shelf with them. If you want to 
understand the destruction of the ancient forests of the Pacific Northwest and the 
tropical rainforests today, read about the five thousand years of forest destruction 
outlined here. Emphasis is given to forest destruction in England and early America, 
although ancient Mesopotamia, Crete, Greece, Rome, North Africa and Europe are 
well covered. Hardcover, Foreword by Lester Brown, footnotes, index, illustrations, 
445 pages, $22.00 


THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG 
By Edward Abbey. 

Thankfully, The Monkey Wrench Gang is once again available in hardcover. Maybe 
more than any other book, this is responsible for the lore and style of the Earth First! 
movement. $24.00 

THE END OF NATURE 
By Bill McKibben. 

McKibben's book has been as widely reviewed as any environmental book ever. 
Although many reviews have slammed it, it is not because McKibben can't write — 
he is an artist with words. The reviewers are turned off by Bill's refusal to pander, 
his honesty in telling the truth even if it hurts, and his good words about Earth First!. 
$ 22.00 

MODERNE MAN COMIX 
By Bruce van Alten 

You've enjoyed Bruce van Alten's cartoon strips in the Earth First! Journal for years; 
now they are collected in a well designed and printed trade paperback edition. 
$11.50 


THE EARTH FIRST! LI'L GREEN SONGBOOK 

78 terrific Earth First! songs by Johnny Sagebrush, Cecelia Ostrow, Bill Oliver, Greg 
Keeler, Walkin' Jim Stoltz and others from Australia and America. Guitar chords are 
included with most songs. A must for every true-green EF!er to sing along with our 
minstrels or to play the songs yourself. Dealer inquiries welcome. $6 postpaid, $4 
postpaid special to Earth First! subscribers only! ($3 plus shipping for prepaid 
wholesale orders of 5 or more). 


BACKLIST OF TITLES 

HAYDUKE LIVES! By Edward Abbey. Hardcover, 308 pages. $21. 

THE FOOLS PROGRESS "An Honest Novel" by Edward Abbey. Hardcover, 485 
pages, $22. 

THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG Paperback. By Edward Abbey. TEMPORARILY 
OUT OF PRINT — we'll let you know when it's available again. 

THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG (German translation) By Edward Abbey $12. 
DESERT SOLITAIRE By Edward Abbey. 255 pages, hardcover, $28. 

DESERT SOLITAIRE By Edward Abbey. Paperback, $4.50 

THE JOURNEY HOME "Some Words in Defense of the American West" by Edward 

Abbey. Illustrated by Jim Stiles. $10 

ONE LIFE AT A TIME, PLEASE By Edward Abbey. $9 

BEYOND THE WALL Essays from the Outside By Edward Abbey. $9. 

LAND OF LITTLE RAIN By Mary Austin with an introduction by Edward Abbey. $8 
A GREEN CITY PROGRAM For San Francisco Bay Area Cities & Towns By Peter 
Berg, Beryl Magilavy, and Seth Zuckerman. 70 pages, $6.50. 

*THE GRIZZLY IN THE SOUTHWEST Documentary of an Extinction by David E. 
Brown, with a foreword by Frank C. Craighead, Jr. Hardcover. $22. 

*THE WOLF IN THE SOUTHWEST The Making of an Endangered Species David 
E. Brown, editor. $11 

‘STATE OFTHE WORLD 1989 By Lester Brown and Worldwatch. Index, footnotes, 
256 pages, paperback. $11.50. 

OVERSHOOT The Ecological Basis of Revolutionary Change by William R. 
Catton, Jr. Index, glossary, references, 298 pages. $12 

AGENTS OF REPRESSION The FBI's Secret War Against the Black Panther Party 
and the American Indian Movement By Ward Churchill and Jim Vander Wall. 509 
pages, index, extensively footnoted, heavily illustrated with photos, softcover. $ 1 7. 
THE HISTORY OFTHESIERRA CLUB 1892-1970 By Michael P. Cohen. Hardcover, 
550 pages, index, footnotes. $32.50. 

THE PATHLESS WAY By Michael P. Cohen. $14.50 

HOW NATURE WORKS Regenerating Kinship with Planet Earth by Michael J. 
Cohen (a different Mike Cohen than the author of "The Pathless Way"). 263 pages. 
$12.50. 

CHANGES IN THE LAND Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New England 
By William Cronon. 241 pages, index, footnotes, bibliographic essay. $9. 
ECOLOGICAL IMPERIALISM The Biological Expansion of Europe, 900 - 1900 
by Alfred W. Crosby. Index, references, maps, illustrations, 368 pages. $13 
SIMPLE IN MEANS, RICH IN ENDS Practicing Deep Ecology by Bill Devall. 224 
pages, bibliography. $12.50. 

DEEP ECOLOGY Living As If Nature Mattered by Bill Devall and George Sessions. 
263 pages. $11.50 

THE ARROGANCE OF HUMANISM By David Ehrenfeld. Index, references, 286 
pages. $12.50 

*THE NATURAL ALIEN Humankind and Environment by Neil Evernden. $14 
*TROPICAL NATURE Life and Death in the Rain Forests of Central and South 
America by Adrian Forsyth and Ken Miyata. $9 

*THE AMERICAN CONSERVATION MOVEMENT John Muir and His Legacy by 
Stephen Fox. $16.50 

CLEARCUTTING: A Crime Against Nature By Edward C. Fritz. Hardcover, 1 6 pages 
of color photographs, graphics, $16.50. 

STERILE FOREST The Case Against Clearcutting by Edward C. Fritz. Special 

discounted price of $6.50 

TAME WILDERNESS By Dennis Fritzinger. $6. 

CONSCIENCE OF A CONSERVATIONIST Selected Essays By Michael Frome. 288 
pages, $27. 

‘PROMISED LAND Adventures and Encounters in Wild America by Michael 
Frome. Originally priced at $18.95. Signed by Mike Frome. Hardcover. $12 as a 
special for EFlers. 

‘WHOSE WOODS THESE ARE The Story of the National Forests by Michael 
Frome. $10 

WAR AT HOME Covert Action Against U .S. Activists and What We Can Do About 
It By Brian Glick. 92 pages, paperback, footnotes, resources for help. $6. 

‘FEAR AT WORK Job Blackmail, Labor and the Environment by Richard Kazis 
and Richard L. Grossman. Special discounted price of $9.50 
‘SECRETS OF THE OLD GROWTH FOREST By David Kelly with photographs by 
Gary Braasch. Bibliography, 99 pages, oversized hardcover. $32. 

*THE BREAKDOWN OF NATIONS By Leopold Kohr. Foreword by Kirkpatrick Sale. 
Index, bibliography, appendices, paperback, 250 pages. $6. 


Page 32 Earth First! May 1, 1990 



SACRED LAND SACRED SEX Rapture of the Deep by Dolores LaChapelle. One of 
the best deep ecology books. 382 pages, index, footnotes, bibliography, oversized. 
$24.50. 

EARTH WISDOM By Dolores LaChapelle. $15.50 

BEAR MAGIC A chapbook by the National Grizzly Growers. $3.50 

A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC By Aide Leopold. Paperoack. $6 

ALDO LEOPOLD His Life and Work by Curt Meinel. Hardcover. $32. 

"COMPANION TO A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC Into, . ve & Critical s 

edited by j. Baird Callicott. $14.50 

INTERVIEWS WITH ICONOCLASTS Headed Upstream By jack Loeffler. 194 
pages, photographs, $12.50. 

QUATERNARY EXTINCTIONS A Prehistoric Revolution Edited by Paul Martin 
and Richard G. Klein. Paperback, index, footnotes, references, 892 pages. $37.50. 
WILDLIFE IN AMERICA By Peter Matthiessen. Heavily illustrated with color and 
black and white (including color plates by Audubon). Index, 332 pages, hardcover. 
Originally prices at $32 postpaid, now only $18! 

*THE HUMAN CONDITION An Ecological and Historical View By William H. 
McNeill. Hardcover, 81 pages. $10. 

PLAGUES AND PEOPLES By William H. McNeill. Paperback, 291 pages, index, 
footnotes, appendix. $8. 

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO ECOLOGY? By Stephanie Mills. $21. 

WILDERNESS AND THE AMERICAN MIND By Roderick Nash. $13.50 

THE RIGHTS OF NATURE A History of Environmental Ethics By Roderick Nash. 

Hardcover, $29. 

‘ENDANGERED RIVERS and the Conservation Movement by Tim Palmer. 40 full- 
color photographs by the author. 316 pages, index, references, appendices. $15. 
‘DOLPHIN LEAPING IN THE MILKY WAY By Jeff Poniewaz. $8 
CADILLAC DESERT The American West and Its Disappearing Water by Marc 
Reisner. $11 

‘MOUNTAINS WITHOUT HANDRAILS Reflections on the National Parks by 
Joseph L. Sax. $9.50 

‘DESERTS ON THE MARCH Fourth edition by Paul B. Sears. Hardcover. $20. 
THINKING LIKE A MOUNTAIN Towards a Council of All Beings by John Seed, 
Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming and Arne Naess. Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 128 pages, 
references. $9.50 

SISTERS OF THE DREAM By Mary Sojourner. Hardcover, 363 pages, $22. 
CONSERVATION BIOLOGY An Evolutionary-Ecological Perspective edited by 
Michael E. Soule and Bruce A. Wilcox. 395 pages, index, bibliography. $26.50 
CONSERVATION BIOLOGY The Science of Scarcity and Diversity edited by 
Michael E. Soule. 584 pages, index, bibliography. $29.50 
THE OLD WAYS By Gary Snyder. $5.50 

WITH JUSTICE FOR NONE Destroying an American Myth By Gerry Spence. 370 
pages, hardcover, index, references. $21. 

‘THIS IS DINOSAUR Echo Park Country and Its Magic Rivers edited by Wallace 
Stegner. $10 

ZODIAC The Eco-Thriller by Neal Stephenson. Paperback, 283 pages. $9 
*THE WHISPER BEHIND THE WIND By Walkin' Jim Stoltz. 44 pages. $ 7.50 
‘RESPECT FOR NATURE A Theory of Environmental Ethics 
By Paul W. Taylor. Index, bibliography, footnotes, 329 pages. Paperback. $14. 
‘WILDERNESS VISIONARIES By Jim Dale Vickery. $12. 

ON THE BRINK OF EXTINCTION Conserving the Diversity of Life by Edward C. 
Wolf. 54 pages, index. $4. 

RIVERS OF EMPIRE Water, Aridity & The Growth of The American West By 
Donald Worster. Index, footnotes, paperback. $14.50. 

‘YELLOWSTONE AND THE FIRES OF CHANGE By George Wuerthner. Many color 
photographs, bibliography, maps, 64 pages, paperback, oversized. $10. 


MAPS 

We are offering several fine US Geological Survey maps — all suitable for wall mounting, 
as well as being necessary reference tools for wilderness activists. Prices listed are postpaid. 
Maps are mailed folded (although they can be sent rolled for an extra $2 per order, except 
for the Wilderness System map). 

NATIONAL WILDERNESS PRESERVATION SYSTEM This full color, large map 
(40" x 25") shows all designated Wilderness Areas by agency in the US (including 
Alaska and Hawaii), plus a list of all the Wilderness Areas by state with their acreages. 
Scale is 1:5,000,000. Information is current to January 1987. Rivers, state bounda- 
ries, and major cities are also shown. $3.25. 

US POTENTIAL NATURAL VEGETATION A beautiful multi-color map showing 
106 different vegetative types in the US. This is the Kuchler Ecosystem Map the 
Forest Service used in RARE II. The reverse side shows Alaska and Hawaii and has an 
essay about the map and potential natural vegetation. A National Atlas Separate; 
scale is 1:7,500,000 (28" x 19") $3.25. ' 

MAJOR FOREST TYPES A multi-color map showing the 25 major forest types in the 
United States including Alaska and Hawaii. A National Atlas Separate. 1:7,500,000 
(28" x 19"). $3.25. 

FEDERAL LANDS A National Atlas Separate, 1:7,500,000 (28" x 19"), showing 
National Forests, Grasslands, Parks, Monuments, Wildlife Refuges, BLM lands, 
military, Indian Reservations, Bureau of Reclamation, etc. in different colors for all 
50 states. $3.25. 

ALASKA NATIONAL INTEREST LANDS A splendid color map of Alaska with 
shaded relief, rivers, lakes, elevation points, communities and roads. The National 
Parks, Preserves, Monuments, Wildlife Refuges, Wild & Scenic Rivers and Wilderness 
Areas designated by the December 2, 1980, Alaska National Interest Lands Conser- 
vation Act are shown, as are the Tongass and Chugach National Forests. 24" x 18". 
$3.25. 



Austin Lounge Lizards "Creatures 
From the Black Saloon" $9 postpaid. 

Austin Lounge Lizards "Highway 
Cafe of the Damned" $9 postpaid. 

Darryl Cherney "I Had To Be Born 
This Century" $9 postpaid. 

Darryl Cherney "They Sure Don't 
Make Hippies Like They Used To!" 
$9 postpaid. 

Lone Wolf Circles "Full Circle" $10 
postpaid. 

Lone Wolf Circles "Tierra Primera! - 
The Deep Ecology Medicine Shows." 
$10 postpaid. 

Dakota Sid Clifford ". . . For The 
Birds" $10 postpaid. 

Dakota Sid Clifford "No Mercy" $10 
postpaid. 

Kelly Cranston"For the Kalmiopsis" 
$9 postpaid. 

Mark Graham "Natural Selections" 
$9 postpaid. 

Greg Keeler "Songs of Fishing, Sheep 
and Guns in Montana" $9 postpaid. 

Greg Keeler "Talking Sweet Bye & 
Bye" $9 postpaid. 

Greg Keeler "Bad Science Fiction" 

$9 postpaid. 

Greg Keeler "Post-Modern Blues" 

$9 postpaid. 

Greg Keeler "Nuclear Dioxin 
Queen" $10 postpaid. 

Katie Lee "Fenced!" $10 postpaid. 

Katie Lee "Ten Thousand Goddam 
Cattle" $14 postpaid. 

Katie Lee "Love's Little Sisters" $10 
postpaid. 

Katie Lee "Colorado River Songs" 
$10 postpaid. 


BOOKS ON TAPE 

AN EVENING WITH JOHN MUIR 

This is a recording of Lee Stetson's one-man stage play, based on the life and 
works of John Muir. In it, we join Muir in his home on the evening of Dec. 19, 
1913, as he awaits a decision by President Woodrow Wilson. Wilson must sign 
or veto the bill authorizing a dam within Yosemite National Park, a decision to 
either provide new water to San Francisco or to preserve the exquisite Hetch 
Hetchy Valley. For Muir, this is the last battle in a 25-year-long struggle to 
preserve the National Park System he helped create. Cassette, 90 minutes. $11 
postpaid. 

JOHN MUIR'S STICKEEN 

Performed by Lee Stetson. This is Muir's gripping story of getting trapped on a glacier 
during a howling storm in the company of the dog, Stickeen. This "little, black, 
short-legged bunchy-bodied, toy dog," as Muir described him, "enlarged my life, 
extended its boundaries." The tale was one of muir's most popular, and has lost none 
of its power in this recorded performance. Cassette, 38 minutes. $10 postpaid. 

FREEDOM AND WILDERNESS 
Edward Abbey Reads From His Work 

Twocassettes (2hrs. 52 minutes) of Edward Abbey reading selections from his books. 
Includes Come On In (The Journey Home), Fire Lookout (Abbey's Road), The Dead 
Man At Grandview Point (Desert Solitaire), Down There In The Rocks (Abbey's 
Road), Cowboys (Desert Solitaire), Watching The Birds: The Windhover (Down The 
River), In Defense Of The Redneck (Abbey's Road), Merry Christmas Pigs (Abbey's 
Road), Freedom And Wilderness, Wilderness And Freedom (The Journey Home), 
Planting A Tree (Down The River). Hear it from Cactus Ed hisself. $18.50 postpaid. 


Dana Lyons "Our State is a Dump- 
site" $6 postpaid. 

Dana Lyons "Animal" $11 post- 
paid. 

Mokai "Clearcut Case Of The Blues" 
$9 postpaid. 

Bill Oliver "Texas Oasis" $9 post- 
paid. 

Bill Oliver & Friends "Better Things 
To Do" $9 postpaid. 

Cecelia Ostrow "All Life Is Equal" 
$8.50 postpaid. 

Cecelia Ostrow "Warrior of the 
Earth" $9 postpaid. 

Rainforest Information Centre 
"Nightcap" $10 postpaid. 

Joanne Rand "Home" $10 postpaid. 

Joanne Rand "Choosing Sides" $10 
postpaid. 

John Seed, Bahloo & Friends "Earth 
First!" $9 postpaid. 

John Seed "Deep Ecology" $1Q 
postpaid. 

Jon Sirkis "A Few Less Colors" $9 
postpaid. 

John Sirkis "The Wild West" $9 
postpaid. 

Susan Grace Stoltz "Circle of 
Friends" $10 postpaid. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz "Spirit Is Still On 
The Run" $11 postpaid. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz "Forever Wild" 
$11 postpaid. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz "Listen to the 
Earth" $11 postpaid. 

Glen Waldeck "Wreckin' Ball 
Waldeck" $10 postpaid. 

The Wallys "Rainforest Roadshow 
'89" $10 postpaid. 
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EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS 


WINDOW STICKERS 


CAMO CAPS NON-CAMO CAPS BUMPERSTICKERS 


EARTH FIRST! FIST Green EF! fist 
with the words "EARTH FIRST! No 
compromise in Defense of Mother 
Earth" in green on a 3 inch diameter 
white vinyl circle. 4 for $1 postpaid. 


We have camouflage baseball caps in 
100% cotton with adjustable tabs so 
one size fits all. The EF! fist logo and the 
words "EARTH FIRST!" are printed in 
black. $8 postpaid. 


For you non-militaristic types out there, 
we have a non-camouflage cap — the 
fist and "Earth First!" in black ink on a 
tan cotton cap with a cloth back. One 
size fits all. $8 postpaid 


NO COWS Cow and barbed wire in 
black with "universal no" red slash 
and circle. Words: Free Our Public 
Lands! Stop Destructive Welfare 
Ranching End Public Lands Livestock 
Grazing. 3 inch diameter white vinyl 
circle. 6 for $1 postpaid. 

/ ^ 

Picture Propaganda 

V J 

CRACKING OF 
GLEN CANYON DAMN 
MOVIE 

The excellent 10 minute, color-sound 16 mm movie of Earth First! cracking 
Glen Canyon Damn in 1981 starring Ed Abbey and Johnny Sagebrush. An 
inspiring and humorous introduction to the Earth First! movement. Rental 
fee of $30 for showing to groups (includes shipping fee); $5 (shipping only) 
for EF! groups. Note: rental only; not for sale. 

DAMN MOVIE VIDEO 

We now have the cracking of Glen Canyon Damn for sale on video. 

$20 postpaid. 



OVERGRAZING 
SLIDE SHOW 

"The Eating of the West" graphically displays the devastation of Western 
public lands at the hands (and hooves) of the livestock industry. The show 
consists of over 100 high-quality slides from National Forests, National 
Wildlife Refuges, and BLM lands which portray the shocking magnitude of 
the problems caused by grazing. The slide show comes with a written script 
and is rented at cost, $ 10. Free copies of a 48-page tabloid on grazing are also 
available. Please include with your order the name and phone number of 
a contact person, and the date you need the show along with alternate dates. 
Orders must include street address for UPS delivery. "The Eating of the 
West" was funded by donations to Lynn Jacobs and the Earth First! Foun- 
dation. 





° % 


^ l,VES^° 

SILENT AGITATORS 


Fun to stick anywhere — bar bath- 
rooms, Freddie offices, trail registers . . . 
wherever the evil ones need to know 
that we are about and watching. 


EARTH FIRST! FISTS 

Green EF! fist logo with words 
"EARTH FIRST! No compromise in 
defense of Mother Earth" in red ink. 
1 S/8 inch diameter circles. 30 for 
$1.25 postpaid. 

ANTI-GRAZING 

A grazing cow and barbed wire with 
the universal "no" slash, and the 
words "Free Our Public Lands!" and 
"Stop Destructive Welfare Ranching 
End Public Lands Livestock Grazing." 
1 5/8 inch diameter circles. 30 for 
$1.25 postpaid. 

COORS 

Spread the word on these villains. 
Black words on green stickers. 2x3 
inch rectangles. 10 for $1.25 post- 
paid. 

Coors is Anti-Earth 
Coors is Anti-Women 
Coors is Anti-Labor 
AND IT TASTES AWFUL! 

BOYCOTT COORS 


"TOOLS" 

The late John Zaelit's Monkeywrench 
and Warclub design is back by 
popular demand. Brown design with 
"Earth First!" in green on 1 5/8 inch 
diameter white circles. 30 for $1.25 
postpaid. 


EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

Make checks out to "Earth First!" or send cash. Mail to Earth First!, POB 7, Canton, NY 13617. Please allow five 
weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received in that time). If possible, please use a street address so we can 
ship by UPS. First Class delivery can be arranged. Enter size, color, style, etc. We are sometimes temporarily out of 
certain items while waiting for stock to arrive. We'll send you the rest of your order immediately and the missing item 
as soon as we receive it. If you are in a hurry, give us a second choice of colors and when you need it by. Orders from 
outside of the United States must be in U.S. currency and include extra for shipping. Please use a separate subscription 
form when sending in a subscription. 


how 

many 

Trinket Description 

Color 

Size 

Amount 















































/■ 




Sub-total 

Add 7% sales tax 

_ if NY delivery. 

Street 7 

OKAY, HERE'S 

City. State Zid 
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Unless otherwise indicated, our 
bumperstickers are green lettering on 
long lasting white vinyl and are $1 
postpaid. ‘Starred bumperstickers are 
multi-colored with designs and are 
$1.25 postpaid. 

AMERICAN WILDERNESS * 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
(with red, white & blue US flag) 

ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 

BACK TO THE PLEISTOCENE 
(With 0 NedLudd 0 logo) 

BOYCOTT COORS "BEER" 

DAMN THE CORPS NOT RIVERS 

DARWIN 

( letters in evolving fish with legs) 

DESERT RAPER 

(bright red lettering — a sticker with many uses) 

DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL! 

(black and red lettering, 12 for SS) 

DREAM BACK THE BISON 
SING BACK THE SWAN 

EARTH FIRST! 

ESCHEW SURPLUSAGE 

HAYDUKE LIVES 

HUNT COWS - NOT BEARS 

HUNTERS: 

Did a cow get your elk? 

I'D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
( with Monkeywrench/War Club logo) 

IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL AS MINE, 
YOU'D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO! 
(Important note: This bumpersticker is — hopefully! — not for 
your own vehicle, but to surreptitiously paste on a jacked-up 
muscle wagon you find in the local shopping center parking 
lot Don't get caught! These stickers are constructed out of 
cheap paper with permanent adhesive to maximize the 
difficulty of removing them. Special price : 12 for SS!) 

MALTHUS WAS RIGHT 

MUIR POWER TO YOU* 

(white and black on brown with face of Muir) 

NATIVE* 

(blue words with blue, green & white globe) 

... NATURE BATS LAST 

NEANDERTHAL AND PROUD 
(With 0 Ned Ludd 0 logo) 

OIL AND BEARS DON'T MIX 
(with bear logo) 

PAY YOUR RENT 
WORK FOR THE EARTH 

PROTECT OUR ENVIRONMENT 
STOP PUBLIC LANDS LIVESTOCK GRAZING 

REDNECKS FOR WILDERNESS 

RESCUE THE RAINFOREST 

RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 

SAVE THE YELLOWSTONE GRIZZLY 
(red & brown with bear & no ski area design) 

SAVE THE WILD 

STOP THE FOREST SERVICE 
SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 

STOP CLEARCUTTING 

(Regular stickers for regular price. Also available on cheap, 
hard-to-remove paper, 12 for $5) 

SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 

THINK GLOBALLY — ACT LOCALLY 

VOTE GREEN 

WOLVES! - NOT COWS 


Almost FREE 
BUMPERSTICKERS! 

The following bumperstickers are _ 
printed on cheap paper (very difficult 
to remove) and look great on certain 
signs throughout the West. We have 
a large quantity available, and will 
happily send you some if you'll cover 
the postage. Send a 25 cent SASE for 
two stickers, 45 cent SASE for six, or 
write to inquire about larger volumes. 

GET LIVESTOCK OFF 
OUR PUBLIC LANDS 

PUBLIC LANDS GRAZING =• 

WELFARE RANCHING 


6 SNAKE OIL 



EARTH FIRST! 
SWEATSHIRTS 


T-SHIRTS 

Unless otherwise noted, all shirts are 100% cotton and are available in 
sizes S, M, L, and XL. Shirts with an asterisk (*) will not be reordered 
when we run out. We're making room for new designs. 

DON'T TREAD ON ME 

Monkeywrenching rattler on front with the words "Earth First!" and "Don't Tread 
On Me" (no longer printed on back). Brush Wolf's amazing full color snake seems 
ready to lunge off the shirt. Now in two colors: sand (tan) and watermelon 
(pinkish). Sony, no large tans. $13 postpaid. 

♦MOTHER GRIZZLY AND CUB 

A pretty EF! shirt! A lovely full-color mother grizzly and cub against the rising sun 
on a light blue shirt. "American Wilderness - Love It Or Leave It Alone" slogan. Art 
by Susan Van Rooy. $ 1 3 postpaid. (Sorry but we have no XL, and won 't begetting more.) 

AMERICAN CANYON FROG 

Roger Candee's popular American Canyon Frog (Croakus abyssus pistoffus) with the 
message "AMERICAN WILDERNESS LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE." A very colorful 
4-color design on a grey shirt. $12 postpaid. 

♦THE CRACKING OF GLEN CANYON DAMN 
Jim Stiles' infamous masterpiece. Keep on praying for that one little precision 
earthquake! Black design on blue heather 75/25 cotton/poly blend. $10 postpaid. 

DEFEND THE WILDERNESS 

The monkeywrencher’s shirt. Art by Bill Turk. Silver design on black 100% cotton 
Beefy-T for night work. $10 postpaid. 

EARTH FIRST! 

Fist logo with words “EARTH FIRST! No Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth!" 
in black on green or red 100% cotton Beefy-T . $10 postpaid. 

In kid's sizes, too! Only color is green, 50/50 blend, sizes S , M, and L. 

$7 postpaid for kid's shirts. Be sure to specify kid's when you order. 

TOOLS 

John Zaelit's powerful impression of wilderness defense both old and new — the 
monkeywrench and stone club crossed. Blue design on silver shirt. Also, while they 
last, black design on tan or blue shirt (blue only in S & M sizes). $10 postpaid. 


Years of requests finally convinced us to print an EF! sweatshirt, and it 
turned out to be a beauty. It features the fist and slogan in emerald green 
on a gray 50/50 Hanes sweatshirt. $20 postpaid. 


French Cut Clearance 

> • ‘ *■ -t ■■ ■ 

- ••**, . - ui,i . 

Sale! 

We are closing out our stock of womens' french cut t-shirts. All french cuts 
will go for just $5 postpaid, as long as supplies last. Shirts are all 50/50 blends, 
with colors and patterns as described in t-shirt listing. We have Small in all 
designs, Medium in the Griz design only, and no Larges. Note that these shirts 
run very small (they do nicely as kids' shirts: S-L kids, M=XL kids). Please give 
an alternate selection with your order, just in case. 

MOTHER GRIZZLY AND CUB 
DEFEND THE WILDERNESS 
EARTH FIRST! 


NED LUDD BOOKS 

The Ned Ludd Books logo of the Neanderthal with a Monkeywrench (by Brush Wolf) 
and the words "Back to the Pleistocene" and "Ned Ludd Books." Black ink on a tan 
shirt. $10 postpaid. 

FREE THE EARTH 

A woman of power in an image by Gila Trout. Purple and silver ink on teal (dark 
blue), fuschia (hot pink) or wild orchid' (purple*- NEW COLOR). Our stock of 
fuschia is low and we can't get more, so give us an alternate choice if you order 
fuschia. $12 postpaid. - * . ? c * <•-•* -* js 5 tt > .,«*■ 

LONG-SLEEVED T-SHIRTS 

For cool-weather wear, we offer two of our t-shirt designs on long-sleeved 
100% cotton shirts, with colors and patterns described in t-shirt listing. 
♦MOTHER GRIZZLY AND CUB $16 postpaid. 

DEFEND THE WILDERNESS $13 postpaid. 

V J 


A NOTE ON 
TAN T-SHIRTS 

Alas, we are victims of fashion! We 
expect to be running out of all our tan t- 
shirts over the next few months because 
we just can 't get any more. Current fash- 
ion trends run to day-glo colors, and 
none of the big t-shirt makers are pro- 
ducing heavy-weight tan t-shirts. Oh, 
woe! Muchasweatthejournalliketan, 
our current stock is all we expect to have 
for some months - until fashions 
change again. If you really want tan, get 
it now. 

EMBROIDERED 

PATCHES 

EARTH FIRST! 

This embroidered patch features the 
green fist and the words "EARTH 
FIRST!" and "No Compromise." Green 
and black on a white 3" diameter round 
patch. $3.50 postpaid. 

HAYDUKE LIVES 

These are black 3 inch diameter round 
embroidered patches with a red mon- 
keywrench and the words HAYDUKE 
LIVES in red. $3.50 postpaid. 
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THREE DOLLARS 


REDWOOD 
SUMMER 
GOES ON! 


It's been said the 90s will make the 60s look like the 50s... 

THIS IS WHERE 
THE 90s BEGIN 


by Karen Pickett and Woody Joe 

Earth First! has always dealt with crisis 
situations by bouncing back from an attack 
to lunge at the heart of the issue. There has 
been a good deal of horror, shock and rage in 
reaction to the bombing and subsequent 
attempted frame-up of Judi Bari and Darryl 
Chemey, but the spirit never had the look of 
death — not even close. With key Redwood 
Summer organizers temporarily out of com- 
mission, others have been scrambling to 
carry on all organizational aspects of the 
campaign, preparing for more people, bigger 
demos, more media; preparing for a cam- 
paign suddenly much more publicized than 
we ever imagined it could be, as Redwood 
Summer stories are splashed across the news- 
papers and airwaves of the country alongside 
the sensational stories of the bombing. If the 

dKfro yUad hoped to see Redwood Summer 
dead in the water because of the tragedy of 
the bombing, they are seeing quite contrary 
circumstances. 

As Judi issues statements from her hos- 
pital bed urging her compadres to get on 
with the issues at hand, activists from all over 
the country are converging on northern 
California to defend the forests with re- 
newed vigor in a campaign that will prove to 
be hotter and bigger than any EF! has rallied 
before, and bigger and better than those who 
planned it could have imagined. 

The goals are the same — only more 
important than ever. The tone is the same — 
deliberately non-violent but fiercely com- 
mitted. The message is the same — this is an 
absolutely critical time as the redwood eco- 
system faces extinction and many species are 
so threatened that action must be taken now; 
next year will be too late for much of the 
biology. There are no compromises to be 
made with an industry out of control. The 
crisis situation in the forest, coupled with the 
eye-opening power of the shock waves rip- 
pling through the environmental and social 
justice movements, has galvanized this 
movement and brought many new bodies 
and vojpes to the Redwood Summer cam- 
paign's explained in the special EF! tabloid 
recently mailed out, Greenpeace, the Rain- 
forest Action Network, Earth Island Institute, 
International Indian Treaty Council, and 


many others have offered their sup4 
port. ' 

A Redwood Summer base camp 
is setup in the coast range mountains 
off highway 101, complete with 
kitchen by the Seeds of Peace, a group 
of activists with a history of support- 
ing mass CD campaigns, including 
Nevada Test Site occupations. Non- 
violent preps are being held at the 
base camp, in the Bay Area, and at 
other central locations. People are 
preparing forest safety and first aid 
workshops, as well as sessions on the 
local flora, fauna, culture and poli- 
tics. 

Now is the time to make a stand 
for the trees, for the frogs, for the 
owls, for the rivers. Now is the time FC 
to stand firm against the onslaught of 
greed and corruption, destroying the 
forests of the Pacific Northwest and 
attacking those who defend them. 

The Redwood Summer campaign 
needs the involvement of every activ- 
ist who can join in this historic 
moment. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 

1) Come participate in Red- 
wood Summer for any length of 
time. We need organizers, tree sit- 
ters, river rats, support people ... no 
matter what you do, you can plug 
in if you have a commitment to 
defend the forest and a commit- 
ment to non-violence. All partici- 
pants in civil disobedience must partici- 
pate in a day of non-violence training; call 
us for details. 

2) Support Redwood Summer finan- 
cially. Send to the EF! Direct Action Fund, 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94S16. Make checks 
payable to Earth First! 

3) Participate in upcoming actions or 
plan simultaneous actions of support in 
your community. Urge friends to join. For 
info packets, write EF!, POB 411233, San 
Francisco, CA 94141 orcalI415-647-9160. 
Contact numbers for Redwood Summer 
are San Francisco 415-647-9160, Ukiah 
(Mendocino Environmental Center) 707- 
468-1660, Northcoast office 707-923- 
3450. 
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Redwood Summer 1990 

Contact: Mendocino Environmental Center ^ 106 W. Standley , Ukiah, CA 95482 (707) 468-1660 


EF! Launches 
"All the Dead Critters" 
Campaign 


Judi & Darryl 
Despite Bomb 


Still Fighting 
Damage 


People ask how Judi is doing after I visit 
her in the hospital and I want to say she's 
doing great, but somehow that sounds 
strange to say about someone who has been 
in a great deal of pain and is immobilized in 
traction with a severely broken pelvis and 
damaged leg. But the concept of “doing 
great" is relative, and I am so impressed with 
how this woman — this strong, vital and 
courageous woman — is coping with her 
injuries and with the honor of the attack on 
her. Judi would rather be working on a press 
release at base camp, out on the campaign 
trail, playing her fiddle at a rally, instead of 
lying in a hospital bed while her body's 
forces mend her bones, nerves, tissues. But I 
think she is doing great because from her 
prone position she has been strategizing, 
philosophizing, laughing, singing and even 
playing music. Judi still has several weeks of 


traction ahead of her (8 weeks in all) and 
then additional recovery time, but she is 
getting stronger and better every day. Since 
being released from police custody pending 
the district attorney's decision on the filing 
of charges, she has had private 24 hour a day 
security, and dose friends have been able to 
visit her. 

Darryl's injuries were much less severe 
(allowing him to be released from the emer- 
gency room the day of the bombing into the 
clutches of the Oakland Police and FBI for an 
all night interrogation session), but his re- 
covery is still on-going. He suffered a 
scratched cornea, which is still being treated, 
and hearing loss from perforated ear drums 
which will take several months to heal. 
Darryl is back on the organizing and media 
circuits and will be so throughout Redwood 
Summer. 

continued on page 4 


The All the Dead Critters nationwide 
protest against the USDA's Animal Damage 
Control program on June 4 was a great start 
to exposing and eventually shutting down' 
this federal death squad. Actions against this 
grotesque subsidy for the livestock and agri- 
culture industries were held in Washington, 
Oregon, Montana, California, Arizona, New 
Mexico, Utah, Texas, Kentucky, New York, 
Louisiana, Florida, and at the federal USDA 
building in DC. The success was amplified 
by the bringing together of the environ- 
mental and animal rights communities, an 
alliance often not sought due to philosophi- 
cal differences. [For background on ADC, see 
sidebar and article in TL last issue.] 

Here are some of the highlights of the 
demos: An organizer in Sacramento was 
arrested for demonstrating on federal prop- 
erty without a permit. Activists in Montana 
were threatened with a resisting arrest charge 
for not giving their names to two sheriffs 
who came to protect the private landowner 
— from whom ADC’s Montana western dis- 
trict supervisor leases an office. 

In New York City, Margaret Young led 
protesters in a song for ranchers and ADC 
killers, to the tune of "I wanna Be An Air- 
borne Ranger": 

I wanna be a Welfare Rancher 
Gimme your taxes won'tcha, can’tcha 
All I want is a helping hand! 

All / want is to rape your land! 

(Welfare — All the way!) 

ADC gets the good ol' job done 


Clearin' out all the land I squat on 
Makes life easy for my cows and me! 

I got friends in the ADC! 

(ADC — for Me!) ... 

In Portland, protesters spattered and 
scattered blood and bones across the front of 
the ADC building. In Phoenix, state employ- 
ees from across the street thanked EF!ers for 
their presence and said it took years to figure 
out who occupied the ADC office. 

This sort of secrecy is typical of the 
program (an electronic mail message was 
sent out to ADC offices across the country 
stating that it was ok to give me informa- 
tion), and we must continue to inform and 
continued on page 5 
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RAMBLINGS 

Ten years ago, Gil Scott Heron wrote a 
song that became popular among radicals: 
"We're living in a B movie starring Ronald 
Ray -gun; and we would rather have had John 
Wayne." Well, the B movie finally ended, 
but it seems the sequel is just as bad. Ironi- 
cally, even as Nepal and Mongolia, as well as 
Eastern Europe and Russia, apparently are 
becoming more democratic, the US is be- 
coming a police state — with a dispropor- 
tionate amount of the force being applied 
against Earth First! 

The reports in this issue are the standard 
grim fare; but a new flavor has been added: 
As Karen Pickett, Michael Lewis, and Dale 
Turner make clgai^wgare witnessing — nay, 
feeling ~ ^'Tiacklash. , ! The backlash is not 
I from the public, as mainstreamenvironmen- 
talists used to warn us would happen if we 
pushed too hard; it's from assorted land- 
raping reactionaries throughout the coun- 
try: ORVers in the Southwest, loggers in the 
Northwest, "woodchucks" (mindless right- 
wingers) in the Adirondacks, inbred thugs in 
the Appalachians, and the FBI everywhere! 

Unfortunately, along with our many 
battles for wilderness, we must now also 
wage a battle of self-preservation in the more 
immediate sense. Henceforth, coping with 
attacks may of necessity occupy much of our 
time. In this context , the more decentraliz ed 
our movement is, the less vulnerable we are. 

I ftcJiSd, The heed'Tof'decenFfairzalToh is oh e 
reason Z, Dale, Kris, and I insisted in our 
articles las t issue that EF/ Journal not "be 
e xpected ~to b e the p ublic forum for the 
fnovement. It is crucial that EF! FaisltTorces, 
local groups, and publications continue to 
cooperate and coordinate, but we should 
also each strive for relative autonomy. EF! 
has prospered through the years — and EF! 
weathered last year's FBI attack — largely 
because we are too disorganized to squelch. 

iTnfnrtnnaff lv. our annual national 
rpnHp?vnm may hp a potential weaK spot Kft 
nnr di ^.organization Even now, rumors are 
circulating in Montana that authorities plan 
to have a heyday at the 1990 RRR. Appar- 
ently, SWAT teams may be on alert, FBI 
agents on the prowl, and DEA agents strate- 
gically searching for contraband so as to nail 
innocent activists (Grapevine 1990). Anyone 
going to the RRR this year should bring abso- 
lutely no illegal products. The authorities will 
use the media to sensationalize any drug or 
weapon related arrests they succeed in mak- 
ing, and will go to lengths to besmirch our 
heretofore good reputation. 

^ Our Directory is too important to drop; 
but we need to recognize it as another invita- 
jtion to Infiltration. Trust unfamiliar names on 
me list only with completely innocuous informa- 
tion. 

Of course, through this all we must 
avoid paranoia and must remember that our 
job is to save wildlife and wilderness. Let's 
spend only as much energy as necessary on 
short-term self defense. 

Let's spend more energy this summer 
defending West Coast and Northeast 
wildlands, in particular. As you'll read in this 
issue, battles are brewing over remaining 
natural areas in California, the Pacific North- 
west, and northern New York and New Eng- 
land, which will likely determine the fate of 
these lands. The battles will be historically 


Beyond the Slab 



significant. Deservedly or no, California and 
New York tend to set political and social 
trends in this country; and the struggles 
there will influence the future of unpro- 
tected wildlands throughout the country. If 
we can turn the tide in the coastal states, 
perhaps this country will soon end its war on 
Nature. So, if you're not too busy in your 
own region, join the Redwood Summer 
campaign, support the Forests Forever Initia- 
tive on the California ballot, write your 
congresspersons in support of Wilderness in 
the California desert; defend the Northwest’s 
ancient forests; and inundate New York 
governor Mario Cuomo, who likely has Presi- 
dential aspirations, with letters for the Adi- 
rondacks. 

I'll close this column with an open letter 
to a new group of EF! Journal readers. Perhaps 
this group will soon become inspired and 
form their own EF! chapter ... but presently 
they are worthless scoundrels. 

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE FBI: 

Why, pray tell, are you trying to crush 
Earth First!? Is it because you perceive envi- 
ronmentalists as "winning," like the 
clearcutters and other land despoilers do? If 
so, you're as foolish as them. Is it also 
because you see EF! as the cutting edge of the 
environmental movement? If so, you may 
be right there; but we're not cutting much: 
perhaps $ 100 million a year from corporate 
profits and 50,000 acres a year from develop- 
ment. These are paltry sums. Notwithstand- 
ing the so-called environmental awakening, 
conservationists (and thus all wild creatures) 
are losing badly: 

We’re losing 50 million acres of tropical 
rainforest a year. 


Redwood Summer 
Tabloid 

The EF! Journal recently printed and 
mailed a handy tabloid on Redwood Summer 
to all subscribers. Our thanks and respect to 
the Bay Area EF! group who wrote and pro- 
duced it in record time and under trying 
circumstances. Thanks also to the Tucson 
EF! group who convened yet another mailing 
party on short notice. If you didn't get a copy 
and want to know more about Redwood 
Summer, write EF!, POB 411233, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94141 or call 4 15-647-9 160. 


We're losing 25 million acres of temperate 
forest a year. 

We're losing 40 million acres a year to deser- 
tification. 

We're losing all but 5% of the continental US 
to development. 

We’re losing 100-400 species a day. 

We're losing 4 billion years of evolution! 

Since you investigators apparently 
crave intrigue and adventure, why don't you 
go for a more exciting targets? Earth First! is 
simply an under-funded and motley outfit of 
only 10-20,000 almost entirely, painstak- 
ingly peaceful people. You’ve spent more in 
your clumsy attempt to destroy Dave Fore- 
man and four other Arizona environmental- 
ists than all EF! groups combined have netted 
in all their years of existence. Why not attack 
instead poaching rings, traffickers in wild- 
life, illegal polluters, corporate swindlers, 
and other more dramatic law breakers? Why 
not infiltrate and investigate the Forest Serv- 
ice, BLM, Fish & Wildlife Service, National 
Park Service, Defense Department and the 
other agencies thwarting proper implemen- 
tation of the Endangered Species Act? 

—John Davis 

cc: President Bush, Vice President Dan 
Quayle (special copy in large block letters 
and no big words), BLM Director Cyjamison, 
Forest Service Chief Dale Robertson, Interior 
Secretary Manuel Lujan (with enclosure de- 
tailing differences between Tamiasciurus 
hudsonicusgrahamensis, the Red Squirrel, and 
Tamiasciurus nigerfictionalis, the Black Squir- 
rel) 


Oops! 

Kris has forcefully brought it to my at- 
tention that I . 'rewed up. 

In the masti. ’ad of the last issue, I de- 
scribed the EF! Journal as "a worker-owned 
and -operated newspaper. " It’s a nice ringing 
phrase I learned back when I worked for the 
local food co-op, but she tells me it clearly 
does not apply here. Under the terms of our 
non-profit incorporation, the assets of the 
Journal (ragged couches, yellowed newspa- 
pers, stickered file cabinets and all) go to 
another non-profit entity when this business 
goes out of business. 

Thus, we don't own it. My apologies for 
the error. 

— Dale Turner 
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Dear SFB, 

As one of the health care providers for 
this year's RRR I would like to alert members 
of our tribe to potential health hazards at our 
summer gathering. 

I understand that the Federal Bureau of 
Imbeciles (FBI), Drug Enforcement Agency, 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, 
DeForest Service, Bureau of Livestock and 
Mining (BLM), local sheriff department, etc., 
are preparing SWAT teams outfitted with 
flack jackets and automatic weapons to be 
deployed against the gentle people attend- 
ing the rendezvous. 

Needless to say, this could pose a serious 
health problem. Given the recent govern- 
ment harassment and violence perpetrated 
upon eco-rescuers in Arizona, Montana, and 
Northern California, it is appropriate to 
expect infiltration, drug and weapons plant- 
ings, physical violence and arrests. 

Preventative medicine for our well 
being might include: leaving all illegal sub- 
stances at home, no firearms or anything 
that could remotely be construed as a 
weapon, inviting media people (the more 
the merrier), and making a big deal about 
non-violence (visual displays with non-vio- 
lent messages). Preempt plans to discredit us 
by exposing their plans to the media. Have 
alternative plans in case of arrest (bail, pre- 
pared statements). For the future, seriously 
consider bioregional rendezvous instead of a 
national rendezvous (to prevent infiltration 
and violence). Finally give yourselves and 
the closest tree a hug. We must be doing 
something right to gamer this much atten- 
tion from the Feds. 

Keep it wild! 

— Medicine Woman (Marilyn Olsen) 

EF! Journal (Shit Fer Brains), 

Several women and I have been talking 
about another tribal dance at this year's RRR. 
Since last year it was difficult to coordinate 
such a large group of people, find time for 
everyone to rehearse, and reach more com- 
plexity of expression, the idea arose of hav- 
ing more of a "dance fair." Small groups of 
any nature could get together, come up with 
dances funny or fierce, and shake them 
down for the 'other tribes' at the big fire. In 
this ancient way stories could be told, 
strength shown, and all matters could be 
brought to expression in the moves and the 
sound. 

Enthusiasts could bring costumes or 
costume-makings, instruments, and dance 
ideas. Fanatics could urge that the drumbeat 
go on until sunrise. 

- Shaking Bones 

Dear Folks, 

The new journal is great. The best 
statements to the movement (and the 
journal's role in that) that I've seen ever. 
Keep up the excellent work. 

500 new subscribers with the latest is- 
sue? I'm impressed. The FBI ought to go into 
public relations! 

— Merle 

I enclose an article on your organiza- 
tion. I read a long write-up recently in Smith- 
sonian. I was shocked at your monstrous 
tactic of "spiking trees!" The article men- 
tioned a logger being critically injured by it. 
These men have to earn their living! While 
you can go run skreeching and mutilating all 
over the country!! 

You are nothing but depraved, degener- 
ate monsters in human form! May God burn 
you in Hell and luckily He will! 

Damn You! 

- Anonymous, Evansville, IN 
EF! 

Now that the F.B.I. is involved how can 
people support EF!? Sending more than five 
dollars in the mail is foolish and a check or 
money order will be almost public record. 
Please answer this question in your newspa- 
per soon. 

- Anonymous 

Ed. note: Send lots of SS bills in separate enve- 
lopes? Hand deliver cash to your local activists? 
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The Earth First! Journal is published 8 
times a year on the solstices, equinoxes, 
and midpoints: November 1, December 
21 or 22 (Winter Solstice), February 2, 
March 21 or 22 (Vernal Equinox), May 
1, June 21 or 22 (Summer Solstice), 
August 1, and September 21 or 22 
(Autumn Equinox). Deadlines for ar- 
ticles, artwork and ads are three weeks 
before the cover date. The newspaper is 
mailed Third Class on the cover date. 
Subscriptionscost$20ayear. FirstClass 
delivery is available for $ 15 extra a year. 
Surface delivery outside the USA is 
available for $30; airmail delivery over- 
seas is available for $45 a year. 

Subscriptions or questions should 
be sent to: Earth First!, POB 7, Canton, 
NY 13617. 



Letters to the editor are welcomed. Lengthy letters may be edited for space 
requirements. Letters should be typed or carefully printed and double-spaced. 
Be sure to indicate if you want your name and location to appear or if you wish 
to remain anonymous. Send letters to POB 7, Canton, NY 13617. The opinions 
expressed here represent only their opinionated authors, and are not official 
positions of the Journal staff or the Earth First! movement. 


Donate a roll of rip-stop banner materials, or 
stamps, or maybe a fax machine? Keep your 
money, quit your job, and go into activism full- 
time? We at the Journal understand your con- 
cern (only too well) but have no pat answers. If 
other readers have ideas on this, we 'd love to hear 
them. -DT 

Dear SFB: 

Here in the Pacific Northwest the tim- 
ber industry (and therefore our congres- 
sional delegation) is beginning to lay the 
groundwork for convincing people that ex- 
tinctions of old-growth dependent species 
may be justifiable. It’s in the media, it's in the 
wind, you can feel it. 

"Timber industry jobs," they say, "are 
more important than spotted owls." Admit- 
tedly they don't use the term extinction 
much, and of course they don't mention the 
other old-growth species at all. They men- 
tion only a single "football sized owl." 

An owl, presumably, to be kicked into 
extinction. 

For they are thinking extinction, and as 
they pass the concept around, it becomes 
more acceptable to them. 

Over the course of human development 
people have been responsible for many ex- 
tinctions, but most of these weren't really in- 
tentional. People didn't set out to destroy the 
entire species. 

Two notable exceptions I can think of 
off-hand are the wolf and the bison. The wolf 
was a victim of true darkness in the human 
mind, a largely unjustifiable fear of preda- 
tors. The bison became a victim so that the 
Indian could be forced into reservations. 
Both species still survive, but at one point 
people set out to annihilate them. 

There's a difference between accidental 
and premeditated extinctions: both are sick- 
ening to contemplate, but the latter is far 
more horrifying. 

The concept ofpremeditated extinction 
is continuing here. They want to continue 
destroying trees at the present frightening 
rate; a rate exceeding that found in the Bra- 
zilian rainforest; a rate that will ultimately 
cost them all their jobs; a rate destined for 
more extinctions. 

How could humanity find a longer- 
living legacy of our civilization than extinc- 
tion? If becomes written Into the sedimen- 
tary geology of the Earth. The bones may 
fossilize, turning to stone, and lie there for 
several hundred million years as silent wit- 
ness to an Earth that once was. I submit, for 
your consideration, that no other legacy or 
artifact of man will last as long as extinction. 

And how pointless it is. When the owl 
(and the old-growth) is gone there will still be 
a thirty year gap before second-growth 
stands grow to "harvestable" size. Many 
millworkers will lose their jobs anyway. 

Like the hothead who pulls out a gun 
during an argument and starts shooting, the 
industry is suggesting a permanent solution 
to a temporary problem. 

We are being asked to allow the sacrifice 
of who knows how many species in ex- 
change for a few more years of timber supply. 
What a choice! 

By the time you read this the spotted 
owl will probably be on the Threatened and 
Endangered Species List. Don't celebrate that 
victory too long though, you may pass out 
and not wake up in time for the bird's fu- 
neral. 

Listing the owl won't stop powerful 
timber state legislators from trying to annul 
the listing, or get around it by changing the 
Endangered Species Act, or some other 
maneuver. 

Other powerful alliances have been 
formed to fight environmentalists. The 
Western States Public Land Coalition (sub- 
sidiary of Coors beer) is a factor here. 

Incidentally, it was this group that pres- 
sured the Stroh Brewery Co. to withdraw 
support from a television documentary tell- 
ing the truth about old-growth forests. And 


Stroh backed down, amazing! 

Since they pulled that off, you know 
they'll be hard to beat, and time is growing 
short. To be honest with you, I'm frightened. 
I'm not sure environmentalists here will 
prevail in time. Which brings me to the favor 
I mentioned. 

I need your help, especially if you don't 
live anywhere near a forest. Along with eve- 
rything else you do, write to your senators 
and congressman. This is one issue where 
such letters will help. Timber state legislators 
have created this national disgrace so your 
letter is particularly important if you live in 
a non-timber state or district. 

I'll say whatever it takes to seduce you 
into writing those letters. I'll beg. I'll send 
money. Just write. 

From Klamath Knot, Vaya con Gaia! 

- Lloyd Knapp 

Dear SFB: 

Kudos for recognizing that the raw ma- 
terials and technology of a medium can 
undermine the message, or at least, coexist 
uneasily, and for Robert Streeter's article on 
photography, which I read somewhere ac- 
counts for half the silverused in this country. 

However, speaking as an ex -photogra- 
pher, I think there is, or has been, a certain 
poetic justice to the invention and use of 
photography. Not enough justice for the 
pollution it causes (and disruption - one of 
the world’s largest silver reserves lies under a 
wilderness area in the Cabinet Mountains in 
Idaho) but the medium is not the uncondi- 
tional passive industrial tool it was meant to 
be. 

Photography cannot lie - in and of itself 
- or it can't lie enough. We read a photograph 
as if it were a painting, looking for the recog- 
nizable subject, relishing in the staging, 
composition, luminosity, spatial feel, but 
the photograph does not work like a paint- 
ing, representational or otherwise. It is a 
track, or record of light, like a footprint in 
mud, rather than a constructed illusion. The 
photographic image could only have come 
about by an actual encounter between the 
photographer and whatever event triggered 
the shutter open. ( It's not always an entirely 
conscious decision, which has led to some 
visually liberating conclusions operating on 
pre-recognition responses). You don't have 
to take someone else's word for it; the photo- 
graph proves something was out there objec- 
tively and is not a figment of imagination, or 
deceit. Most of the uses of photography bank 
on the viewer's conviction that they could 
have been in the place of the photographer; 
the medium a sense of possibility, but this is 
not just limited to vicarious thrill-seeking. 

All the photons have to connect to the 
silver nitrate molecules somewhere, and 
they do, on a flat piece of film in a box, or in 
a room figuratively - camera is the Italian 
word for room. The principle of the camera 
dates from the Renaissance; 1839 is when the 
image projected on a wall from a pinhole of 


light was fixed, i.e., made permanent. The 
perspective in a photograph mimics that of 
one vanishing point perspective developed 
in the early Renaissance from architectural 
drawing, if I remember my art history right. 
This perspective is said to give a window on 
the world, but maybe the time has come to 
say it gives the world as if it were a building. 
It isn't even a working metaphor of the optics 
of stereoscopic vision, and to give their 
images a semblance of life artists from the 
Renaissance on use multiple point perspec- 
tive. 

So into this mechanical perspective the 
light enters , embracing every twig, leaf, 
blade of grass, strand of hair, wrinkle, etc., an 
effortless wealth of what we call detail, and 
mechanics can't handle all this visual de- 
mocracy run riot. The perspective crushes 
these so-called details into masses or areas 
that are more or less intelligible. We know 
what these specks and blobs are recording, 
but the eye cannot grasp what was there, and 
the photographer, especially in landscape 
photography, cannot correct this. A re- 
toucher, yes, but not the photographer. 
Whole areas of the image fall by the wayside, 
symbolically fade into the background or 
into the shadows, regardless of the actual 
scene in front of the lens. The Image loses 
coherence, and 1 think this distortion is why 
photographs are given the connotation, or 
power, of memory images or dreams, auto- 
matic, intractable, and with a rationale of 
their own beyond our initial "1 was there" 
recognition. 

However, the viewer if inclined to ask 
questions, and presented with a record of 
real time, real space event, one they could 
presumable walk up to, and finding that this 
image distorts or reads differently than what 
they would have seen in the photographer’s 
place, can wonder if the incoherence isn't 
more in the mechanics of the medium than 
in the world itself. In other words, the pho- 
tograph documents the fact that what is in 
front of the lens is incommensurate to the 
technology brought to it, or the world, or 
whatever we want to look at - does not offer 
itself up through any mandate of our com- 
prehension, enjoyment, use or profit. 

Except in those cases where the subject 
willingly consents to be photographed, the 
photograph can be seen as a record of the 
world's disinterest. Setting aside the aes- 
thetic or narrative appeal of the subject, and 
the subtle tonal gradations that convey lumi- 
nosity, both of which come from under- 
standing and recognition, or leaving well 
enough alone, any strong response to a 
photograph, as a photograph, depends on 
the empathy of the photographer. It is an art 
of not doing, as much as it is one of conjur- 
ing. 

I believe photography provided a 
venue, or a forum, for the aesthetic shift that, 
if it did not spur ecological consciousness, 
had and has affinities with it. Computers can 
create illusions of photographs, and laser 
scanners can alter images beyond what any 
retoucher can hope to accomplish, but the 
seeds of doubt that the medium did help 
establish have flowered elsewhere. The 
medium just isn't necessary now. 

Anyone interested in a learned, but im- 
minently accessible and non-academic cri- 
tique of photography and the whole visual/ 
industrial package it comes with might want 
to read On Photography bv Susan Sontag, 
and About Looking. Wavs of Seeing and A 
Different Wav of Telling by John Berger. A 
crash course in visual conditioning, and all 
that implies. 

-Jacqueline Wolff, Los Angeles, CA 

To Readers of the EF! Journal, 

Last week in my mail was the MMS 
monthly vital statistics report for December 
1989 with data showing that 1989 was a 
GIANT BABY BOOM year because we had 
over four million births. Not since way, way 
back in 1964 have we had to suffer from 
having had a GIANT BABY BOOM year here 
in the U.S. with over four million births in a 
calendar year. 

continued on page 5 
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EF! Protests FBI Smear 


EF! groups around the country held 
rallies, demonstrations, and vigils to protest 
the FBI's treatment of Darryl Cherney and 
Judi Bari. The one that got the most notice 
was a lengthy vigil by about 30 people out- 
side the Oakland, CA, jail where Darryl was 
being held the night of the bombing. 

Perhaps the most unusual was held by 
Shawnee EF! on June 8. They held a press 
conference outside the federal building in 


Carbondale, IL, denouncing government 
treatment of the two and the way in which 
EF! has been characterized as a "violent" 
"terrorist" organization. They then went 
inside the building to the FBI office, and 
turned in all their Earth First! weapons. 
These radicals surrendered writing paper, 
stress tabs, aspirin, paint brushes, water 
guns, a telephone, and a car tire. The FBI was 
not available for comment. 


L.A. EF! Protests FBI & Maxxam 


Darryl Cherney stumping for the redwoods, las) 

\/ Judi and Darryl. . . 
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continued from page 1 

To support Judi and Darryl: 

*Write to Judi via Highland Hospital, 
1411 East 31st, Oakland, CA 94602; or after 
mid-July c/o Mendocino Environmental 
Center, 106 W Standley, Ukiah, CA 95482. 

'Donate to the Redwood Summer Legal 
Defense Fund, POB 411233, SF, CA 94141. 
Make checks payable to Legal Defense Fund. 

•Donate to the Bari/Cherney Trust 
Fund for medical and personal expenses, c/o 
Mendocino Environmental Center, address 
above. 

Several elements of the assassination 
attempt are being overlooked by most main- 
stream press and need to be investigated 
thoroughly. Here is a brief synopsis: 

The Labor Connection : Both Judi and 
Darryl are Wobblies, organizers in IWW 
Local #1 in Mendocino County. Judi had 
been (and will continue) successfully recruit- 
;ing sawmill workers at the Georgia Pacific 
iplant in Fort Bragg. Well versed in labor law 
from 7 years of union organizing with the 
| Bulk Mail workers in Washington, DC, and 
* the Retail Clerks Union, Judi was working as 
both a paralegal and union rep on behalf of 
5 millworkers who were suing GP over a PCB 
Jspill where one mechanic actually drank the 
! stuff while making repairs. GP ordered the 
i hospital not to pump Frank Murray's stom- 
: ach (great folks, GP) and the lumber giant is 
now facing civil suits, OSHA investigations, 
and possible criminal charges for willfully 
injuring 17 of their workers. 

The lumber industry paradigm cannot 
tolerate an Earth First!er and Wobbly organ- 
izing their workers. It is doubtful that any- 
one hated Judi Bari more than Georgia Pa- 
cific. If anyone knows more about GP's 
record on such matters, please contact EF! at 
707-247-3320. 

The Fundamentalist Connection : 
Someone or something has actually taken 
credit for the act of terrorism, sending a letter 
tp the Santa Rosa Press Democrat. The letter 
>roclaims that Judi is possessed by the devil, 
at she encourages people to worship trees 
Which are evil, and that he had pipebombed 
a Cloverdale Mill (which had just laid off a 
shift because Louisiana Pacific has opened a 
new mill in Mexico) in order to frame Judi. 
We don't believe the letter is authentic, but 1 
it does represent one spirit of the timber 
industry: Armageddist Fundamentalism. 
Back in June of 1988, top brass of the timber 
industry’s Sacramento lobby issued a right- 
wing, fundamentalist strategy (authored by 
H.L. Richardson and released by Bill Denni- 
son of the Timber Association of CA) which 
declared a holy war on the heathen left, 
including cannibals and witchdoctors as 
well as communists. "We Christians sit 
comfortably in our pews taking dominion 
over nothing when there is much to take 
\_dominion over,” it said. 

Though newspaper accounts errone- 
ously said this letter veered attention away 
from the timber industry, it may well be 
pointing right back at them. Half die exeaA 
tives and loggers we've talked to believe 
they're just helping along the end of the 
I world to make way for the second coming of y 
t Jesus. In response to this, along with the 
general demeanor of evil brooding in the Bay 
Area, we're issuing a special call to aU Wic -l 
tn join us this summer and shimrfierj] 
whife light in abundance down upon these 
\ ragged forests and the ragged souls defend- 
\ ing them. 

The Oakland Police Connection : When 
Judi and others met with the Mendocino 
sheriffs in early April, the badged wonders 
told herthat if they were short on manpower 
they'd call in the Oakland Police Depart- 


ment (OPD). When 13 EF!ers were busted in 
connection with the Golden Gate Bridge 
action on April 24, Darryl Cherney was 
busted making press calls at a pay phone and 
Tracy Kattleman was similarly busted far 
from the action. Both had their cars searched 
by the OPD, which might seem strange, 
because the Golden Gate Bridge district has 
nothing to do with the Oakland Police, nor 
has EF! done much in Oakland (that may 
change). 

Now, the Oakland Police are spearhead 
ing a vicious smear campaign against Judi! 
and Darryl, lying about incriminating as 
pects of the evidence they claim to have 
(basically duct tape, nails, and wire). The 
OPD even listed as the first item confiscated|| 
at Darryl’s home a monkeywrench. It was a, 
pipe wrench, boys. They've actually had to 
retract some of their VtCIbuTrumors but the 
press jn ever prints the retractions. Against 

are speaking out in the press^where it seems 
this case is really being tried/7 

The Music Connection : Judi and Dar- 
ryl, both musicians, along with banjoist 
George Shook (not in the car), were on their 
way to a gig. Photos showing them playing 
music have been released, but the fact that it 
was performing artists who were bombed by 
terrorists is not being adequately illuminated 
by the press. 

The Press : Speaking of the press, this 
case actually topped Gorbachev for the top 
fold of the San Francisco Chronicle. Every EF! 
phone in the Northlands is ringing non-stop 
day and night. Se- is that certain papers are 
refusing to prii. Darryl’s words when he 
does comment, which leads us to believe that 
his opinions do not fit the image the press is 
trying to create. Not all press is bad, though, | 
and sympathetic reporters who know Judi” 
and Darryl are being vigilant over their edi-j 
tors. However, many of the reporters who've 
been following this issue for years have been 
yanked from the story because they are not 
"impartial" enough. 


May 24, late night, almost morning: I 
call the news wire services in Los Angeles — 
UP, AP, and City New Service. We set up two 
emergency protests for the following day — 
one to be at noon at the West Los Angeles 
Federal Building, where FBI offices are; the 
other at 1 PM at the Maxxam redwood and 
aluminum empire office building a short 
stroll away. 

I had been calling all over the country 
since earlier Thursday, when I had received a 
phone call saying that the car of two of my 
best friends had been bombed. The last few 
times I had been with Judi and Darryl we had 
considered that one of the many threats 
coming out of Mendocino and Humboldt 
County timber industry might materialize 
against some one close to the big California 
lumber mills. 

On Friday some 20 Los Angeles Earth 
Firstiers gathered at the busy east comer of 
the Federal Building lawn with banners, 
including an angry red-baiting taunt at the 
FBI. A portable tape deck played Darryl’s 
album "They Don't Make Hippies Like They 
Used To," without Mississippi disclaimers. 

Perhaps five TV stations and two radio 
stations came with their artificial extensions 
of the anthropomorphic nervous system. 
One of them asked us about L.A. EF!'s receiv- 
ing of a death threat, endemic to California 
Firstiers lately. We displayed the threatening 
letter before the video eye. After alerting the 
media to our intentions, three EF!ers entered 
the building and passed the guards. We took 
the elevator to floor 17. As we entered the 
slick FBI offices, I wondered if the door was 
locking behind us electronically. After 1 
filled out my half-vital information, identi- 
fying another trouble-maker (or trouble 


stopper?), an archetypal friendly young 
agent, with an attitude more clean-cut than 
a fresh morning shave, entered through 
another door. 

A facsimile of the conversation went 
that we in L.A. EF! submit to the Bureau the 
letter threatening L.A.EF!; that we would not 
leave ourselves without publicity since the 
FBI had not protected Judi Bari and Darryl 
Cherney (and kids and friends) under simi- 
lar, but worse events more than once; that 
the boob-tube testified to our presence here 
amongst the tar pits, polluted bay, and over- 
overdeveloped mountains; that we would 
not lie down to willingly be the victims of the 
violent core of the dominant paradigm; and 
that we were protectors of Mother Earth's 
wilderness. The agent took the letter, then 
returned to the waiting room with a xerox for 
us. 

Back outdoors we met the others and 
began the micromarch to L.A.'s Maxxam 
offices. We unfurled another venerable old 
banner which had been used in that play- 
ground of presidents, Rancho Mirage, where 
Maxxam's Charles Hurwitz had paved over 
part of a Desert Bighorn lambing ground to 
build the Ritz hotel. Rerun flyers circulated 
from us into the crowd. 

Many cars honked as they passed. I 
remembered Dave Foreman's apprehensions 
that someday an EF!er would be killed, and I 
could only be glad it hadn't happened this 
time. Inwardly, I trembled a little at the 
thought of wounds to the gentle flesh of 
activists of unmaimable consciousness. Pure 
hippie Wobblies don't grow in southern 
California's citrus groves ... 

— Peter Bralver, L.A. EF! 



Upcoming Events in Redwood Summer 

Demonstrations will be constant all summer, but for those who must cling to the 
known, here are a few action dates: 

Tune 20. 11 AM, Louisiana Pacific Mill in Samoa, a protest against the exporting of 
jobs to Mexico (the finished products are returned to this country). 

July 3, noon, a pre-independence day healing ceremony at the FBI headquarters at 
the Federal Building in SF. Can anyone disagree the FBI needs to be healed? Bring 
drums and cauldrons. 

luly 21. at GP in Ft. Bragg. Judi's nemesis is working overtime to liquidate the baby 
redwoods, not 30 years old; mill should be closed in 2 years. Every day we shut them 
down is another day the workers can collect a paycheck. i 

fuly 27-30. California Rendezvous at Sequoia National Forest followed by Monday 
/^protest against Forest Service. The kin to the Coast Redwood, the Giant Sequoia, is 
’ ^being decimated by the Freddies. Come for repose and a non-violent direct action. j : 
eptember?. Redwoodstock, the ultimate log jam. It has been said that the 90s will 
make the 60s look like the 50s. Come celebrate. Details later. 


THE TIMBER INDUSTRY RESPONDS TO ITS CRITICS 
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ADC: The War on Wildlife 



This mountain lion was caught in a rancher’s trap in Arizona. 


All the Dead Critters . . . 


The Animal Damage Control Act of 
1931 gave the US Department of Agriculture 
"the authority to control wildlife deemed 
injurious to agriculture, forests, range and 
other wildlife." Animal Damage Control 
(ADC) has had its name changed several 
times since, but its mission has stayed the 
same: "to provide leadership in the science 
and practice of wildlife damage control ..." 
ADC is now within the Agriculture 
Department's Animal and Plant Health In- 
spection Service (APHIS). In 1989, ADC 
killed over 133,000 mammals and over 2 
million birds and harassed and displaced 
untold numbers at a cost of 25.6 million 
taxpayer dollars. 

ADC administrators and "wildlife bi- 
ologists" are involved in both operational 
(direct, usually lethal, control) and technical 
assistance projects (giving advice to cooper- 
ating agencies, industries, and private citi- 
zens on how to deal with "problem" wild- 
life). ADC gets both financial and physical 
assistance from cooperating federal, state 
and county agencies and private groups. 

ADC primarily serves ranchers, many of 
whom graze their livestock on public lands 
and pay fees far below "fair-market" value. 
ADC spends more on killing predators than 
those predators cost the ranchers in the first 
place. In 1988, for example, California spent 
$3.2 million to kill 32,368 mammals, yet the 
animals ADC exterminated were accused of 
having cost at most $1.4 million in lost 


Letters. 


continued from page 3 

For too long the BIG LIE that we in the 
U.S. have been having a so-called "birth 
dearth" has gone largely unchallenged. The 
truth is that although we have not had to 
suffer from a GIANT BABY BOOM year since 
1964, in each year we have had hundreds of 
thousands more U.S. births than deaths that 
year. For example, in 1980 we had 1,612,000 
more births than deaths in the U.S.. 

EF! is one of the too few organizations 
where most know merely ending growth by 
reducing births to the number of deaths year 
by year will not be enough. We need global 
depopulation with human births ten, 
twenty or more millions fewer year by year 
than the number of deaths on earth. 

In 1989 best estimates are that human 
birthing was some 93 million more than the 
some 80 million deaths globally. We in the 
U.S. can do most here to limit our excessive 
birthing. In 1989 our 2,155,000 U.S. deaths 
was more than 1.8 million fewer than the 
4,021,000 births. 

What is needed NOW! is for no woman 
to birth AT ALL. Those who wish to parent 
aught to adopt. 

- Richard M. Bowers, Zero Birthing 
Now!, RT 1, Box 28, Delancey, NY 13752. 

Dearest SFB, 

I live in California, where the initiative 
process has pretty much taken over lawmak- 
ing from the state legislature. We have 
passed some important substantive initia- 
tives that alter the way corporations poison 
the earth and people, and now these bastards 
are responding with their own initiatives, 
which are designed to confuse voters and 
actually have provisions that kill other initia- 
tives (if two initiatives have overlapping 
areas of issue, the one that received more 
votes predominates). 

Now, the way that any initiative gets on 
the ballot is by having around 370,000 regis- 
tered voters sign petitions to qualify it. To 
compensate for the many unqualified signa- 
tures that are inevitably collected, most 
campaigns gather as many as 6-7,000 signa- 
tures. The state is incredibly careful in check- 
ing every signature, and if you don't get the 
right amount of valid signatures, you don't 
qualify. In fact, one homeless assistance ini- 
tiative to be on the 1990 ballot was just 
thrown out because it was short by 50,000 
signatures, even though its sponsor had col- 
lected more than 700,000. 

Green initiatives petitioning is mostly 
done by concerned individuals on a volun- 
tary basis, while corporations pay people to 
collect them. Bells should be ringing in your 
brains by now. Those of you who would like 
to really fuck with the system should get jobs 
collecting signatures for these bullshit cam- 
paigns, filling their petitions with phony 
names — hundreds of them. And the best part 
is you get paid for doing it! Take their money 
and screw them up! 

For those of you with less time, you 
should at every opportunity sign these 
things whenever asked with bogus names. 
The best way to win against these monsters is 
to nip them in the bud. 

- Lars of Berkeley 


livestock, poultry and crops. 

ADC and cooperating entities use a 
great variety of lethal and non-lethal control 
measures: shooting (from planes and heli- 
copters), traps and snares (at least 6 types), 
1080 collars (predator poison placed in col- 
lars on sheep), M-44 (baited sodium cyanide 
powder which explodes in predator’s mouth 
when bitten), denning (digging out or hook- 
ing pups, usually Coyote, from dens and 
clubbing them), denning cartridges (carbon 
monoxide cartridge used to suffocate or gas 
out animals), dogs (chase predators, mostly 
Cougars, to death or up trees where they are 
shot), avitrol (causes birds to behave in an 
erratic manner, scaring other birds away), 
and glue boards (for snakes and rodents). 
ADC has a supply depot for manufacturing 
and selling control materials not readily 
available from commercial sources. 

According to the program's own, proba- 
bly conservative figures, ADC's body count 
for fiscal year 1989 included 86,626 Coyotes, 
11 Armadillos, 43 otters, 9166 skunks, 137 
deer, 1300 Badgers, 9703 Beavers, 269 Musk- 
rats, 2317 gophers, 3675 raccoons, 502 prai- 
rie dogs, 7815 ravens, 3749 Opossums, 1220 
Bobcats, 49 Minks, 7151fox, 80 wolves, 1858 
Porcupines, 331 squirrels, 506 Mountain 
Lions, 236 Black Bears, and over 2 million 
blackbirds. These numbers include only the 
animals "taken" (killed) by direct control 
efforts of ADC employees. 


Dear Guano Fer Neurons, 

One distressing aspect of the deep ecol- 
ogy movement is the refusal of many Lud- 
dites to accept the first tentative steps taken 
by those who are trying to learn to step more 
lightly on the Earth. 

Most people who read EF! are more than 
moderately committed to trying to help stop 
the systematic destruction of our planet. 
Most other people who care about human 
impact on the environment may not care 
enough to radically change their entire life- 
style, but are nonetheless eager to do those 
things they think are reasonable. Unfortu- 
nately, their efforts are often sneered at, 
rather than praised by, people who are more 
seriously committed. 

When you live in an apartment and 
work in a city you can't have a composting 
toilet. But you can recycle, you can use a 
water dam in your can, you can conserve 
energy, you can consume less and drive less. 

Every little bit helps. Not everyone is 
quite as committed as most EF!ers are. But 
then again, few of us- changed our lifestyles 
overnight, did we? 

Let's praise and encourage those who 
are trying, even if they do not "do as much” 
as we do. We need, not only more people like 
us, but more people like them, too. 

- D'arcy 

Dear Shit Fer Brains: 

Enclosed are two articles by U of Vir- 
ginia dweebs. One is an humorous but an- 
noying piece in the April Fool's Day issue. 
The second refers to an action against bio- 
logical warfare research at UVA Medical 
School. Our research indicates that UVA is 
participating in level III, or toxins research 
for the Dept, of Defense. Administrators re- 
fused to acknowledge the existence of such a 
program until after the demonstration, 
which gained televised news coverage and 
front page coverage in local papers. Ten stu- 
dents climbed a forty foot ladder to the top of 
a glassed walking bridge over Jefferson Park 
Avenue at 12:20 PM and ran to the portion 
over the road. There we unrolled and 
dropped an enormous banner (see second 
article) and began yelling "Jail sucks but so 
do germs!" Police arrived with hospital and 
med school administrators, maintenance 
men, video cameras, and various still cam- 
eras ( thanks to the publicity job by Erik 
Ryberg). Cars slowed or stopped, buses 
paused, and windows of sunounding build- 
ings filled with a confused audience, many 
probably researching the shit before and 
after our display. Police threatened to have 
the ladder removed and arrest the students if 
we did not come down. Having served our 
purpose (at least for the first showing), we 
came down. Now, the administration has 
decided to talk, but claims the research has 
ended. We still want to know what hap- 
pened, when it happened, and if it will 
happen again. Who knows? Maybe a night 
on the walking bridge, with or without a 
ladder, wouldn't be so bad. Hell, if they take 
the ladder they can't come up to get us. And 
those fat pig cops sure as Hell aren't going to 
make it up the ladder! Maybe next time we 
should make it fifty people, with a band and 
a couple of kegs. Hmmmm....May the forests 
be with you. 

- Ellis Godard, Charlottesville, VA 


continued from page 1 

outrage the public. If you want to help 
spread the word, the Wolf Action Network 
will send you information on ADC ($ 1 for 
the basics, $4 for detailed info). 

Thanks go to the Direct Action Fund 
and the Good Shepherd Foundation (in 
Nevada City, CA) for helping with funding. 
Watch for the smash hit "All the Dead Crit- 
ters" — written by Randall Restless and per- 
formed by Dakota Sid. It's sure to go plati- 
num! 

Meanwhile, write USDA and your 
congresspersons and tell them to ban 
ADC's killing. APHIS has issued a Draft 


Dear Sir, 

We live in a cabin in the Catskills that 1 
built 20 years ago. 

Now, the foxes and the bobcats are 
gone. The hawks and the eagles are gone. The 
orioles, the bluebirds, the finches, all gone. 
Shot, trapped or poisoned. 

I stood outside my cabin early one 
sunny morning and something was missing. 
No buzzing of bees! And not a single butter- 
fly. 

Here is where we should draw the line. 
Scientists agree we have no more than 40 
years before the damage to the Earth be- 
comes irreversible. These scientists say man 
can exist when all the little folks are gone. 
Well, that's not enough. Not enough to leave 
our children - a planet barren of all save man 
and his servant animals. 

We cannot wait for more studies, more 
senate debates, more diluted laws. We can- 
not wait for the electoral process to grind 
itself out. 

The people with power are the very 
people who pollute most - the steel factories, 
the plastic makers, the oil refineries. It's too 
late to vote. 

We can't wait. The forests can't wait. 
The animals can't wait. Our children must be 
served before Wall Street. 

You cannot stem this terrible tide by 
picking up cans and recycling paper. 

The factories that produce the plastic, 
that emit sulfur fumes, the makers of steel, 
gasoline, nuclear waste... must be shut down. 
We cannot wait until they see the light. 

I’ve been stewing about this for years. 
Last week I told an ecology speaker that I'd 
like to throw a monkey wrench into the 
machinery that is spitting at all of us. He 
stared at me and then gave me an Earth First! 
Journal with "monkey wrenching" in it. 
Wow! 

Now, I'd like to get together with these 
monkey wrench fellers. I've got some ideas, 
some good monkey wrench ideas. I 'm scared, 
of course, to buck such a strong enemy, and 
I'd like some company. 

I'm 75, don't get around as much as I 
used to when I was a C.O. in WWII. I'd 
appreciate it very much if you could put me 
in touch with the monkey wrench people, 
somewhere nearby. 

-- Anonymous 

Dear S. For B., 

Eco-murderers are flourishing and re- 
producing like a plague. With all the infor- 
mation and misinformation that's about 
these days, it's hard to keep up with who's 
terrorizing and who’s helping mother earth. 
While those individuals and companies who 
terrorize mother earth should suffer boycott, 
those that help (cosmetic companies that 
don’t test on animals or Redkin Hair Co. who 
produced a conditioner for seal fur used 


Environmental Impact Statement on the 
ADC program. To request a c< py and to 
submit comments, write US V, APHIS 
ADC O.F.F., Attn: Gary Larson, 6505 
Bellcrest Rd, Room 820, Federal Bldg, 
Hyattsville, MD 20782. Ask your mem- 
bers of Congress (senators, US Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510; representative, 
House of Representatives, DC 20515) to 
eliminate the 1991 ADC budget, orat least 
to reduce the budget while increasing the 
percentage of the budget that goes toward 
non-lethal control measures. 

— Tom Skeele, Wolf Action Network 
coordinator 


guess where!), should be commended and 
patronized. Can the journal put out a sheet 
or just add a column twice a year of whom 
and why? It would be a big help for those of 
us who don't always get to catch every ar- 
ticle. It would also be helpful in figuring out 
what companies produce what products 
(unbleached paper products, etc.). 

I realize a list of all the offenders would 
take up the entire Journal, somaybeatop 10, 
20, or so offenders and a list of commenda- 
tions every so often would be feasible. 

— Dave Gott, Richmond, Virginia 
Editor's note: Nice thought, but you're right — it 
would take up the whole Journal, and most of 
the Journal staff’s time. Other folks currently 
offer this service. Check out the National Boy- 
cott News, (comprehensive irregular newsletter, 
$10/4 issues ) from Institute for Consumer Re- 
sponsibility, 65 06 28th Avenue, N.E., Seattle, 
WA 98115; The Green Consumer (book, 
$11.70) and The Green Consumer Letter 
(monthly newsletter, $27/year) from Tilden 
Press, IS 26 Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington, 
DC 20036; or Shopping For A Better World 
(pocket guide, $4.95) from the Council on Eco- 
nomic Priorities, 30 Irving Place, New York, NY 
1 0003. Better yet, consume less and buy it from 
people you know. 

Dear SFB: 

As much rage and contempt as I hold for 
the upper echelons of the US Forest Service, 

I have at the same time developed tremen- 
dous respect for their public relations capa- 
bilities. The current "dissension in the 
ranks" described by Paul Hirt in the May 1 
issue reeks of staged theatre, and can be 
better understood as an exercise in agency 
self-preservation rather than agency reform. 
After twisting the intent of environmental 
laws into obscene shapes for decades, the 
forest Service sees their bureaucratic preroga- 
tives threatened by the prospect of tightly 
prescriptive legislation. The obvious 
counter-strategy is to once again pose as "re- 
sponsible stewards" in the hope that any 
new legislation will again consist of guide- 
lines deferring to agency "professional 
judgement." 

Buying this charade requires nothing 
less than a suspension of one’s sense of 
disbelief, and needs to be viewed in a Machi- 
avellian context. The Forest service will be 
reformed when the Forest Service is gone — 
at least from the district ranger level up. 

— James Irwin, Clemson, SC 
P.S. Everybody outside of Idaho, Utah, 
Wyoming, and Montana please write your 
Senators about cutting the Forest Service 
road construction appropriation. (The Wil- 
derness Society is asking for a $100 million 
cut.) This issue may well come to a floor vote 
again in the Senate in the coming weeks 
(around late July). 
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^ RESPONSE TO VIOLENCE 


\ 


The recent car-bomb attempt on the 
lives of Darryl Cherney and Judl Bari was the 
birth wail of a new era in the lives of Earth 
First! activists and the movement itself. This 
violent attack on the leaders and chief propo- 
nents of non-violent resistance within the 
movement signals the end of our ambiva- 
lence with the concept of violence as a 
medium of social and political protest. We 
can no longer argue the issue. Violence has 
been thrust upon us and we must deal with 
it and formulate a response consistent with 
our ideals. This is one instance in which all 
those involved in Earth First! must act to 
develop an agreement among ourselves with 
regards to methods of resistance and activ- 
ism directed toward the authors of state 
repression. 

Our overriding ideal is No Compromise 
in Defense of the Earth; we must not back 
down from this stand in the slightest, regard- 
less of the threat offered by those who op- 
pose our views. Anything less than full 
commitment is not Earth First! and should 
parade under another banner. We must 
continue, even increase, our demonstra- 
tions, our protests, our active resistance to 
those powers who would destroy the Earth. 
The question is not, "Should we continue 
our protests in the face of the opposition’s 
willingness to bring violent means against 
us?" The question we must consider in 
contemplating this horrific attack is, "What 
is the proper response of Earth First! to such 
state-sponsored violence?". 

We are at an interesting point in the 
development of environmental activism in 
this country. Because of the increasing 
popular support for defense of the natural 
world, the technocratic elite that have been 
in total control of the economy of the United 
States and the world are beginning to realize 
that their days of unbridled development 
have come to an end. The only response 
available to a threatened control system is to 
use the means of repression and thought 
control to discredit and scatter the opposi- 
tion. 

The military/business oligarchy that 
controls the United States has many years of 
experience in repressing popular revolt. 
Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Angola, Chile, 
Guatemala, El Salvador, Granada, Nicaragua, 
Panama and now Peru — in all these coun- 
tries, and many others less visible, the United 
States has used covert and overt violence to 
destroy opposition to American business 
controloftheeconomyand the people. Now 
we are seeing these same tactics turned on US 
citizens who are publicly expressing their 
opposition to the excesses of the business 
elite operating on and about Turtle Island. 

Let us not kid ourselves about the future 
of ecologically-based, non-violent resis- 
tance. The violent response will increase. 
We will increasingly be singled out by the 
hired thugs of the ruling minority for harass- 
ment, intimidation, infiltration and arrest. 
The US always responds to threatening 
popular movements with repression, as evi- 
denced by the anti-labor violence of the 
thirties, McCarthyismof the fifties, National 
Guard murders in the seventies and now a 
return to violent tactics in the nineties. Earth 
First!, being the most active and visible ex- 
pression of ecological resistance, is the cur- 
rent target, the lesson being offered to the 
viewing American public of the price of resis- 
tance to the powers in control. 

Now we face the challenge of respond- 
ing to state-sponsored violence directed at 
our cause and against us individually. The 
whole world is watching. It is up to us to 
demonstrate the continuing leadership of 
EF! in developing appropriate and effective 
methods of resistance. 

As recognized by Ghandi and others, 
the proper response to violence is increased 
and unremitting non-violent resistance. 
Our stand must be based on the knowledge 
of the correctness of our actions and the 
rightness of our cause. It has been proven 
again and again that against such popular 
resistance, no violent regime can long stand. 
Our actions are based on a solid historical 
foundation of the effectiveness of passive 
resistance, strengthened by the sure knowl- 
edge we possess of the rightness of our ac- 
tions and the increasing support being ex- 
pressed in the United States and the world for 


our cause. 

Earth First! has become known for selec- 
tion of particularly appropriate targets and 
means of demonstration that point out the 
absurdity of the powers we oppose. Guerrilla 
theater, merry pranks, masks and costumes 
allow us to make our very serious points 
while at the same time underscoring our 
connections with the Earth and her inhabi- 
tants. When a brightly colored spotted owl, 
timber wolf. Old-growth tree or red squirrel is 
depicted threatened by the burly, masculine 
overpowering technology of mankind, the 
point is made effectively, peacefully and 
with human warmth and humor. 

We also carry out direct physical inter- 
vention aimed at the tools of the oppressors, 
never at the oppressors themselves. Tree- 
spiking has been a recent divisive issue in the 
movement. The motivations, consequences 
and theoretical basis of tree-spiking must 
become widely known and understood for it 
to be used and perceived as a truly non- 
violent form of resistance. The people at the 
receiving end of tree-spiking must under- 
stand that the violence they bring to the trees 
is being brought back directly to them, if 
they persist in their actions. Without this 
understanding, tree-spiking is not an effec- 
tive non-violent tool. 

We must be exceedingly careful, in the 
coming volatile times, to avoid violent re- 
sponse to the controlling minority, whether 
they be official state thugs or their hired 
minions. Any violence on our part will be 
turned against us, widely publicized, and 
used to split and disempower our move- 
ment. If last-ditch defense of old-growth 
forest demands spiking, it must be thor- 
oughly publicized, privately and publicly, so 
that all concerned realize the necessity of the 
action and the consequences of any subse- 
quent logging. 

We must maintain our decentralized 
lack of structure, yet, with enhanced com- 
munication among all in the movement. In 
this regard, we can be confident in the use of 
whatever technology is available, be it fax 
machine, computer or cellular phone. We 
are opposed by those who control B-52s and 
nuclear missiles; our available pu ny technol- 
ogy must be used effectively. We must dis- 
seminate the Journal widely and freely, to 
increase understanding of our cause, win 
allies to the movement and increase the 
resources available to its continuation. 

But first and foremost we must increase 
our active opposition to the violent control- 
ling elite. We must examine every aspect of 
our lives, to ensure that we are individually 
engaged in right livelihood, as a prerequisite 
for action in opposition. Those of us who 
can, must simplify our lives to the extreme, 
to become more effective eco-warriors, 
lessen the control of the materialistic para- 
digm and increase our ability to move about 
and take action unfettered by material 
things. 

Cactus Ed said it good, through the 
words of Doc Sarvis: 

“Code of the Eco-Warrior. 

1) Nobody gets hurt. Nobody. Not even 
yourself. 

2) Don't get caught. 

3) If you get caught, you're on your own. 
Pass on the costs to the enemy. Work alone, or 
in a small circle of trusted friends. Expect no 
reward. Keep fit. 

4) No domestic responsibilities. If married, 
do not breed. 

“Die eco-warrior does not fight people, he 
fights the institution, the planetary Empire of 
Growth and Greed. He fights not human beings 
but a monstrous megamachine never seen since 
the days of the Late Jurassic and the carnivorous 
dinosaur. He does not fight humans, he fights a 
runaway technology, an all-devouring entity 
that feeds on minerals, metals, rocks, soil, on the 
earth itself, on the bedrock basis of universal 
being!" 

Such is our task; such is our reward for 
choosing a life guided by the Earth First! 
ideal. But at the same time that we are 
pursuing our goals with seriousness and 
dedication, we must also maintain our sense 
of humor, our joy in participation in life on 
Earth, and our awe and wonder at the wild- 
ness that still remains. 

— Mike Lewis, Chugiak, Alaska 




Sahara Club Attacks EF! 


Two southern California dirt bikers 
have started a new anti-environmental hate 
group, the Sahara Club, focused on Earth 
First! and advocates of the California Desert 
Wilderness Bill. 

The Sahara Club USA Inc. was formed 
this year by Louis "Phantom Duck” McKey 
and Rick "Super Hunky" Sieman. These dirt 
bikers organized and ran the annual Barstow 
to Vegas race foryears after it was prohibited 
because of its enormous environmental 
impact on the desert. They say they formed 
the Sahara Club to keep public lands open to 
off-road vehicles, but their agenda goes far 
beyond that. 

In a flyer being distributed through 
motorcycle shops, they brag that "The 
Sahara Club has formed a special division of 
big, ugly desert racers called the Sahara Club- 
bers. This elite squad will be setting up 
tempting targets for Earth First to attack... 
and will make sure that any illegal actions are 
'firmly' subdued.” Their first newsletter 


(three issues so far) ran nafhes, addresses, and 
license plate numbers for EF!ers in southern 
California. 

Their third issue reprinted the entire EF! 
Directory from the March EF! Journal. Their 
introduction to it said, "here is the latest up 
to the minute data on where the scum are 
and how to reach them. In many cases, they 
just have a PO Box listed, but with a little 
detective work, we're sure you can track 
them down and perhaps 'reason' with them 
about the error of their ways.” 

The newsletters are full of incitements 
to violence. They also display a juvenile 
fascination with homophobia and name- 
calling (EFiers are called freaks, fags, wharf 
rats, eco-nazis ...). Their attitude toward 
wilderness? "Only a fool would hike more 
than a short distance into the desert." 

If, for some bizarre reason, you want to 
contact them, the address is: Sahara Club, 
17939 Chatsworth St. Suite 525, Granada 
Hills, CA91344. Membership is $20 per year. 


So you got a death threat. 


I suppose it was inevitable, as the Earth 
First! movement has become larger, more ef- 
fective, and better known. EFiers around the 
country have recently gotten a rash of har- 
assment letters and death threats. This isn’t 
an entirely new phenomenon, but it has 
gained significance in the wake of the bomb- 
ing of Darryl and Judi. 

The largest number of threats have 
come to California EF! contacts in the form 
of two letters. One was a hate-filled piece 
reeking with homophobia; gender-specific 
variations were sent to male and female con- 
tacts. It threatens physical violence and 
bears a strong resemblance to writing in the 
Sahara Club newsletter (see related story). 

The other is a slightly more polite letter 
that attempts to convince the recipient that 
EF! is a terrorist organization and that tries to 
stir up conflicts within the movement. 

EF! contacts have also received phone 
calls that range from mildly abusive to 
clearly threatening. 

Some folks have asked for suggestions 
on how to deal with this kind of crap, so here 
is the collective opinion of the Journal staff 
and friends. (I won't call it collective wis- 
dom. If we had wisdom, we'd probably 
spend more time chasing 'dozers from the 
wilderness instead of sitting in a sweaty of- 
fice wondering why the FBI can't afford 
phone taps that don't screw up our lines.) 

Some suggested responses to threaten- 
ing calls and letters: 


* Keep laughing. Humor is a mighty 
weapon that can carry a very sharp point. It's 
also fun. Personally, I’m looking forward to 
Darryl's song about the bomb in their car — 
it should be dynamite. 

* Get a PO Box. If you distribute your 
name as a contact for Earth First!, it's a cheap 
investment for a little peace of mind. 

* Keep records. Save threatening letters 
(try not to obscure any fingerprints); keep 
notes on threatening calls. Look for a pattern 
and expose it if you find one. It isn'tparanoia 
if people really are out to get you. 

* Press charges. Why the hell not? Give 
our police agencies something better to do 
than busting rap musicians. Of course, we've 
seen how the FBI responds to violence 
against us, but they're not the only game in 
town. The Postmaster General, in particular, 
looks askance threats sent through the mail. 

* Find another group. If this gets too 
scary, get active with the Sierra Club or the 
Nature Conservancy. There's no shame to it 
— not everybody is ready or able to stand on 
the front lines, and saving life on this planet 
will require many different approaches. 

* Keep fighting for Mother Earth. (Yeah, 

I know this goes without saying for any Earth 
Firstler. I just throw it in for those ultra- 
serious scholars seeking to "analyze trends in 
the environmental movement," and for 
anybody who picks this up off a radical-chic 
coffee table.) 

— Dale Turner 
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Scientists say owl will 
go extinct unless 
logging curtailed 
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BYE-BYE WOODSY? 


by Jeffrey St. Clair 

The Northern Spotted Owl will go ex- 
tinct within the next SO years, unless logging 
of its ancient forest habitat in the Pacific 
Northwest is dramatically reduced, accord- 
ing a report issued on April 14 by an inter- 
agency panel of government scientists. The 
panel recommended that millions of acres of 
government forestland be set aside as Spot- 
ted Owl habitat. 

The Northern Spotted Owl nests only in 
old-growth Douglas-fir forests of British 
Columbia, western Washington and Ore- 
gon, and northern California. Much of the 
remaining Spotted Owl habitat occurs on 
lands managed by the US Forest Service and 
Bureau of Land Management. 

The interagency panel of scientists, 
which included representatives from the 
Forest Service, BLM, Fish and Wildlife Serv- 
ice, and Oregon, Washington, and Califor- 
nia wildlife officials, is part of the endan- 
gered species review process. The panel rec- 
ommended that over 6.2 million acres of 
federal, state, and private land be set aside as 
owl habitat. However, about 40% of that is 
already protected from logging in federal 
Wildernesses, National Parks, Research 
Natural Areas, and state parks. 

According to the report, scientists now* 
believe there are about 1700 breeding pairs of 
owls in the Northwest. The report estimates 
that if the panel's recommendations are 
implemented there could be as many as 2200 
pairs by the year 2100. 

The assessment is expected to play a 
significant role in the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service's decision on whether to list the owl 


as a Threatened or Endangered Species. The 
decision is expected to be made before June 
23. 

The Spotted Owl has been the focus of 
attention since the late 1970s when a study 
of the owls by Forest Service biologist Eric 
Forsman indicated that they were dependent 
on old-gTowth habitat which was being rap- 
idly depleted by logging. Forsman also 
found that the Spotted Owls were being 
preyed upon by the Great Horned Owl, a 
voracious bird that has adapted to open land 
and second-growth forest. 

"Of course we're delighted with the 
findings of this panel, " said Andy Kerr of the 
Oregon Natural Resources Council. "But it 
really just confirms most of the information 
that we've known and the government's 
known for nearly 10 years. Now, it’s time to 
act to protect the owl and the remaining 
ancient forest ... " 

“We are now confident that the Spotted 
Owl will be listed as an endangered species," 
stated Brock Evans, vice-president of the 
National Audubon Society. "Then the real 
question will be whether or not Congress 
will allow Senators Hatfield and Adams to 
subvert the findings of these scientists and 
the intent of the endangered species act 
itself." 

Reaction from the timber industry to 
the new report was quick and predictable. 
"This would decimate the Northwest's econ- 
omy," said Dennis Hayward, a lobbyist for 
the Northwest Timber Association. Hayward 
warned, "All the lumber associations will 
band together to fight this every way we can. 
We're prepared to go to court to protect our 
interests." 


Oregon grade-schoolers may become 
leaders of the Forest Service reform move- 
ment, if their initial reaction to the agency's 
decision to bar Woodsy Owl from the class- 
room is any indication. 

In April, Forest Service officials on 
western Oregon's Siuslaw National Forest 
decided that Woodsy Owl, a caricature of a 
Great Horned Owl that serves as the agency’s 
anti-pollution spokesman, would not be al- 
lowed to join Smokey Bear in visits to 


Corvalis area schools. 

The move responded to timber industry 
protests over a report by federal scientists 
that recommended setting aside old-growth 
forest to save the Northern Spotted Owl from 
extinction. The timber industry claims this 
would cost the region over 30,000 jobs. 

"We are concerned that people might 
think we were taking sides," said Norm 
Hesseldahl, public information officer at the 
Siuslaw. "Some folks might take offense at 
the notion of the Forest Service accompany- 
ing an owl figure right now." 

"Our class has started a Free Woodsy the 
Owl Campaign," said Karen Riley, a Corvalis 
area fifth-grader. "We want him back." 

— -Jeffrey St. Clair 


Northwest Lawmakers Attack Jontz on 
Ancient Forest Bill 


by Jeffrey St. Clair 

Indiana congress manjimjontz is facing 
intense criticism from lawmakers and timber 
industry officials in the Pacific Northwest 
over his attempt to protect the ancient for- 
ests on federal lands in Washington and 
Oregon. 

"These are the greatest, most diverse 
conifer forests in the world. They are a 
national treasure and for too long the delega- 
tion from the Pacific Northwest has decided 
the fate of these forests by themselves, "Jontz 
said after introducing the Ancient Forest 
Protection Act. 

The Ancient Forest Protection Act, 
which has the backing of the Sierra Club, 
Wilderness Society, National Audubon Soci- 
ety, and National Wildlife Federation, would 
establish a "National Ancient Forest Reserve 
System" requiring the Forest Service and 
Bureau of Land Management to preserve all 
ancient and "associated" forests. The intro- 
duction of the Act followed the release of a 
controversial report on the future of the 
Northern Spotted Owl, a bird that nests only 
in the ancient forest of the region, by an 
interagency panel of government scientists. 
The panel's report recommended setting 
aside millions of acres of old-growth and 
associated forests to protect the owl from 
extinction. This would reduce timber har- 
vest levels on federal forest lands in Wash- 
ington, Oregon, and northern California by 
one-third to one-half. 

The timber industry has estimated that 
the panel's plan would cost the region over 


16,000 timber related jobs. "The people that 
are behind this bill are urbanites who are far 
removed from our forests and the people 
who depend upon their sustained manage- 
ment for a livelihood," said Mark Rey of the 
Ancient Forest Resource Alliance. 

The bill has also angered many mem- 
bers of the Pacific Northwest's congressional 
delegation, who view Jontz as an outsider 
with little concern for the region's economy. 
"Economic chaos, staggering job loss. That's 
what we're talking about," said Representa- 
tive Bob Smith, R-OR. Senator Bob Pack- 
wood, R-OR, and Representative Peter De- 
Fazio, D-OR, likewise criticized the proposal. 

Jontz has responded to his critics by 
comparing the ancient forests to the Grand 
Canyon and Yosemite. Jontz said the 
Northwest's ancient forests now occupy less 
than 15% of their original range — less than 
2.3 million acres out of what was once 20 
million acres in Washington and Oregon 
alone. 

"When these congressmen attack my 
involvement, I take it as a sign that they are 
reluctant to defend the current logging prac- 
tices on the national forest in the Northwest. 
It comes across as a concerted effort to divert 
attention from the real issues driving the 
region's economic crisis, such as log exports 
and plant automation ..."Jontz concluded. 

Not all members of the Northwest's 
congressional delegation are as hostile to- 
ward Jontz and the preservation of the an- 
cient forest as DeFazio, Smith and Packwood. 
Rep. Jolene Unsoeld, D-WA, said Jontz has 
helped to clarify the debate over preserva- 


tion of the region's old-growth forest. "J im is 
making visible a point of view that is spread- 
ing across the country and that the North- 
west has to be aware of ..." 

Rep. James McDermott, D-WA, said 
Jontz is advancing "a credible position." 

Others have taken a more sarcastically 
critical approach. Sen. Slade Gorton, R-WA, 
suggested declaring old warehouses in Indi- 
ana as national historic monuments, while 
Rep. Don Young, R-Alaska, said he wants to 
introduce a bill to "recreate the ancient for- 
ests over the cornfields of northwest Indi- 
ana." 

Rep. Les AuCoin, D-OR, said "I know 
Jontz is an expert on deforestation, because 
Indiana clearcut all of its trees over a century 
ago." 

"Les is right," Jontz replied. "We lost 
our ancient forest a hundred years ago. Per- 
haps that is why folks in the east feel so 
passionately about the great forests of the 
Northwest ... Those forests represent our last 
chance to preserve a small part of America's 
primeval forest and if we don't act now they 
will soon be gone forever." 

ed. note: The Ancient ForestProtection Act, 
while surprisingly strong, is different from and 
weaker than the National and Native Forest 
Protection Act which we printed in the February 
EF! Journal. For more information on Jontz's 
bill, write Oregon Natural Resources Council, 
S22 SW Sth, Suite 1050, Portland, 97204. 
Letters on behalf of the ancient forests are ur- 
gently needed; write your senators at US Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510; representative at 
Flouse of Representatives, DC 20S1S. 


Indiana Hog Farmer 
Nominated to Oversee 
Forest Service 

President Bush has nominated Indiana 
hog-farmer James Moseley for assistant sec- 
retary for Natural Resources and the Environ- 
ment at the Department of Agriculture . 

If confirmed by the Senate, Moseley 
would become the department's chief envi- 
ronmental officer. This assistant secretary of 
Agriculture sets the administration's policy 
for the 190 million acre National Forest sys- 
tem and the Soil Conservation Service. 

Bush’s first choice for the post, James 
Cason, withdrew his nomination last No- 
vember in the face of intense opposition 
from conservation groups and many mem- 
bers of Congress. Despite an eight-month 
lobbying effort by the Bush Administration, 
Senate Republicans could not gamer enough 
votes to confirm Cason. 

The date for the Senate confirmation 
hearings has not yet been scheduled. If con- 
firmed, Moseley will likely become the 
administration's point-man in the battle 
raging over the fate of the Spotted Owl and 
its ancient forest habitat. 

For the past year, Moseley has been an 
agricultural advisor to William Reilly, direc- 
tor of the Environmental Protection Agency. 
In his work for EPA, Moseley traveled the 
country encouraging fanners to use "no till" 
farming — a technique that reduces soil ero- 
sion, but depends heavily on pesticides, 
herbicides, and fertilizers. 

— Jefftey St. Clair 


CL£AR(curfi*Gi) PROF/TS 
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THE ADIRONDACK PARK: 
PRESERVATION OR PAVEMENT? 


by Joe Carmichiel 

"We don't like to use words like crisis, 
but there is indeed a crisis.. .for those who 
would like the Adirondacks to remain open 
space, " began George Davis, Executive Direc- 
tor of the Commission on the Adirondacks in 
the Twenty-First Century, at a recent public 
meeting. The commission, appointed by 
New York Governor Mario Cuomo fourteen 
months ago, recently released a bold package 
of 245 recommendations for the manage- 
ment and preservation of the most magnifi- 
cent natural resource in the Eastern United 
States, the six million acre Adirondack Park. 
The recommendations are already causing 
extreme reactions from around the state for 
their relatively strong approaches to preser- 
vation, which include a one-year morato- 
rium on backcountry development and the 
foundation of a new and powerful agency to 
oversee the preservation of the park. 

Earth First! activists from around New 
York state and New England have cam- 
paigned for strict development policies to 
end the recent development boom in the 
park. Home to 90% of the plant and animal 
species in the Northeast, Adirondack Park is 
home to only 130,000 permanent human 
residents; but it has suffered a 42% increase 
in single family homes in the last twenty 
years. Applications for subdivisions tripled 
between 1984 and 1989 and a 72% increase 
over 1989 is expected for 1990. Adirondack 
lakeshores are increasingly clogged with 
summer homes spewing sewage into for- 
merly pristine waters. 

"The onslaught of development in re- 
cent years has not only shattered the wilder- 
ness character of the park but is destroying 
the chance of expanding the wilderness 
dimensions needed to make viable habitat 
for extirpated species," said Gary Bennett of 
Rochester Earth First! 

The Adirondack Commission report, 
intended to be a model for other areas, also 
advocates the reintroduction of extirpated 
species such as the Timber Wolf and Moose. 
The commission recommended that the 
state implement a two part plan to expand 
and protect publicly and privately owned 
wilderness in the park. The first part of the 
plan is state purchase of 654,850 acres out- 
right to add to the 2,440,817 acres of forest 
preserve the state already owns. Such a pur- 
chase would bring state-owned lands in the 
park to 5 2% from 42%. The land acquisitions 
would consolidate lands in the northwest to 
create a 400,000 acre Oswegatchie Great 
Wilderness — the largest wilderness east of 
the Mississippi [roughly equivalent to the 
Adirondack Council's proposed Bob 
Marshall Great Wilderness, which is less 
than half as big as GAB EF!'s proposed Bob 
Marshall Greater Wilderness]. 

The second part of the commission's 
plan is aimed at keeping privately owned 
land in the park undeveloped. The commis- 
sion recommended that the state purchase 
conservation easements from timber compa- 
nies and other private landowners, as well as 
implement a transferable development 
rights system whereby landowners could 
transfer their development rights to "devel- 
opment zones" in hamlets or sell easements 
to the state. Commission research revealed 
that such a program would result in 9000 
new homes being built, none located in 
undeveloped areas, as opposed to a projected 
156,000 new houses which would be built 
everywhere (Including backcountry) with- 
out such a program. 

Other commission recommendations 
would also increase wildlands protection: 

-Create an Adirondack Park Service 
within the Department of Environmental 
Conservation to provide rangers and natu- 
ralists. 

-Limit aircraft to 2000 or more feet over 
the park and allow no new airports or run- 
ways. 

-Create a permanent Adirondack Park 
trust fund to purchase future easements. 

-Make development or changes in land 
use subject to an environmental impact 
statement. 

-Enact a one-year moratorium on 
backcountry development and subdivisions 
and shoreline development (currently filed 
applications exempt). 

-Allow no buildings 200' or less from 
shore and no cutting of trees between struc- 
tures and shore. 

-Create a greenway system of roads free 
of salt piles, billboards etc. 

-Extend the park's border or "blue line" 
in two places in the north. 

-Amend the state's constitution to pro- 
hibit any decrease of the park's size 


-Set noise level limitations in the park, 
which would bar some motorized vehicles. 

The Commission on the Adirondacks in 
the Twenty-First Century has unveiled per- 
haps the most visionary protection plan ever 
put forth for an area in this country other 
than a National Park or federal Wilderness 
Area. If adopted, it could end the orgy of 
asphalt and condominiums now consuming 
the Adirondack wilderness. The 
commission's proposal largely agrees on 
several points with the proposal Earth First! 
submitted to the commission, including: an 
immediate moratorium on development 
[EF!, however, favors a permanant and park- 
wide moratorium], creation of incentives for 
private landowners to keep their lands wild, 
a land acquisition program, reintroduction 
of extirpated species and habitat restoration. 
However, the commission didn't take all of 
the bold steps EF! recommended. Road clo- 
sures and the eventual elimination of all 
motorized vehicles throughout the park, as 
well as EF!'s much larger proposed Wilder- 
nesses, are points of contention. 

But the commission's recommenda- 
tions are strong. Huge uninterrupted 
wildlands, Moose and Timber Wolves roam- 
ing the transition forest of New York, biking 


down a billboard free road ... Sound tod good 
to be true? Well it is. Huge political obstacles 
stand between this vision of the Adirondacks 
and reality. Budget problems have clogged 
the state legislature and prompted state sen- 
ate leaders to say that none of the 270 pages 
of draft legislation from the Adirondack 
Commission will be passed this year. 

"Without the passage of the develop- 
ment moratorium or the open spaces pro- 
gram this year, we will see a huge percentage 
of Adirondack wilderness become condo- 
miniums, roads and parking lots," warned 
Gary Bennett. 

“The development moratorium sent 
out a red flag to state legislators," said Com- 
mission Director Davis. "We need to pass the 
moratorium or preferably the open space 
program this year. We've done our best, now 
its up to the people to see that the political 
pressures come to bear." 

WHAT TO DO: State senators Ralph 
Marino and Ron Stafford are notorious 
development sympathizers and are likely 
to stall the recommendations in commit- 
tee unless they feel public pressure. Write 
them, call them, spray paint it on their 
foreheads: PASS THE ADIRONDACK PARK 
COMMISSION MORATORIUM AND OPEN 


SPACE PROGRAM THIS YEAR OR ELSE! 
Pester all state representatives with the 
same message, especially Republicans. 
Don't forget New York Governor Mario 
Cuomo, who could supply much of the 
support needed to make these ideas real- 
ity. Tell these officials that the 
commission's recommendations are steps 
in the right direction, but that even 
stronger wilderness protection measures 
are needed. 

‘Senator Ralph Marino 
910 Legislative Office Building 
Albany, New York 12247 
518-455-2392 

‘Senator Ron Stafford 
502 Legislative Office Building 
Albany, New York 12247 
518-455-2811 

‘Senate Switchboard 518-455-2800 

‘Governor Mario Cuomo 
State Capitol 
Albany, New York 12224 
518-474-8390 


Scott Paper Plans Mill Along Ohio River 


by Jeffrey St. Clair 

The Scott Paper Company announced 
on April 25 its intentions to build a large 
paper mill along the Ohio River. The contro- 
versial proposal has been praised by local 
chambers of commerce and state govern- 
ments and denounced by environmental 
groups, who claim the mill will generate 
large amounts of toxic pollutants and who 
decry Scott's role in the logging of tropical 
rainforests. 

The Philadelphia-based paper company 
is looking at two potential Ohio River sites 
for the planned $300 million mill, one in 
southern Indiana and one in northern Ken- 
tucky. The sites, where Scott already has 
purchased or is seeking options on land, are 
Mt. Vernon in Posey County, Indiana, and 
Owensboro, Kentucky. 

"We hope to have a final site selected by 
the end of the year," said Scott spokesperson 
Rutherford Harris. "We need to look at the 
environmental permitting processes for each 
state and the kinds of financial and tax in- 
centives that might be available before we 
make a final decision." Scott hopes to begin 
construction on the mill in 1991. 

Scott had considered a site near Char- 
lestown, Indiana, but dropped it from con- 
sideration after local environmentalists 
applied pressure. Charlestown, across the 
river from Louisville, is near the Falls of the 
Ohio National Recreation Area and a pro- 
posed state park. The Falls of the Ohio area 
is a major migratory waterbird staging area, 
where John J ames Audubon painted many of 
his studies of North American birds. 

Robert Kovach, executive director of 
the Indiana Department of Commerce, said 
the project appeared to meet the require- 
ments of a $30 million economic develop- 
ment fund created this year by the Indiana 
General Assembly as part of the Build Indi- 
ana Fund, which is supported by profits from 
the state lottery. Environmentalists, how- 
ever, say the pollution and public health 
costs associated with the mill would far out- 
weigh its financial benefits. 

"The Ohio River valley has become a 
melting pot of industrial smog, pollutants, 
and toxic discharges," said John Blair, presi- 
dent of Valley Watch, an Evansville citizens 


group. "It's outrageous that the State of 
Indiana is contemplating large giveaways of 
public lottery monies to entice another 
known polluter like Scott to locate here. That 
money should be spent helping the thou- 
sands of victims of industrial pollution, in 
developing softer technologies and funding 
a truly diversified and environmentally 
benign economy, rather than buying more 
pollution ..." 

Paper mills emit ozone, sulphur diox- 
ide, carbon monoxide, and dioxin. Dioxin is 
a known carcinogen. According to the Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, pulp and 
paper mills are the nation's leading emitters 
of chlorine and chloroform. They have also 
been linked to thermal pollution of rivers — 
where discharges from the plants cause water 
temperature increases that can kill fish. 

Scott Paper, however, claims that the 
Ohio River mill will be environmentally 
sound and that it will utilize some recycled 
waste paper. Thecompanyrefusedto specify 
what amount of recycled products would be 
used by the new plant. Currently, less than 
20% of the pulp used in Scott mills comes 
from recycled paper products. 

"Using recycled paper as pulp is not in 
itself an assurance of environmental qual- 
ity," Valley Watch's Blair countered. "Scott 
bleaches their paper products white with 
chlorine baths. The waste water, now loaded 
with dioxins and other toxins, will then be 
discharged into the Ohio." 

Paper mills are usually located on major 
rivers because the manufacturing profess 
consumes vast amounts of water. Rivers also 
serve as transportation, routes for the ship- 
ping of wood pulp. The Ohio River site 
would provide a new market for pulp wood 
products from West Virginia, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana and Illinois. Scott 
has said that a pulp mill may accompany the 
paper mill. 

"The new Scott mill could devastate the 
public forest landscapes in the Midwest by 
opening a market for previously unmer- 
chantable timber," said Leah Garlotte, 
spokesperson for Forest Watch, an Indiana 
based environmental group. "A significant 
portion of the timber on National Forest 
lands in Indiana, Ohio, Illinois, and Ken- 
tucky is virtually worthless — except to be 


processed into pulp. So, for over a decade the 
Forest Service has been trying to lure a pulp 
and paper mill into the Ohio River valley. If 
this Scott mill becomes a reality vast tracts of 
National Forest land, now available for rec- 
reation and used as deep forest habitat for 
wildlife and plants, will be consumed and 
transformed into tissue paper." 

Other environmentalists have opposed 
the Scott mill because of the company's 
involvement in the logging of primary tropi- 
cal rainforests in New Guinea and Indonesia. 
Scott currently owns an interest in logging 
concessions covering nearly one million 
acres of rainforest in Irian Jaya and Papua 
New Guinea. Scott had planned to locate an 
$800 million pulp and wood chip mill in 
New Guinea, but put the project on hold in 
response to widespread protest from the 
international environmental community. 

Scott Paper has denied that the protest 
played a roll in the company's decision to 
delay construction of the mill. "Basically, 
the current demand for eucalyptus has de- 
clined to the point where it's not profitable 
for us to develop there at this time," said 
Scott executive Mike Kilpatric. 

Still, according John Seed, Director of 
the World Rainforest Information Centre, 
Scott continues to have a presence in Indo- 
nesia and New Guinea. "As far as we can tell 
Scott hasn't left. The logging continues.... 
The indigenous peoples are still in danger. 
Worldwide people need to keep up the pres- 
sure on Scott...." 

In addition, some environmental 
groups have joined a worldwide boycott of 
Scott Paper Co. products to protest the 
company's destructive logging practices and 
use of pesticides and herbicides on company 
owned lands in Nova Scotia and elsewhere. 
"Scott Paper's environmental record is dis- 
mal, " said Dr. Marti Crouch, Indiana Univer- 
sity ecologist and spokesperson for the 
Bloomington Rainforest Action Group. 
"Scott was recently forced to pay a $450,000 
fine to settle charges involving over 150 
health and safety violations at its plant in 
Winslow, Maine. Their practice of using 
herbicides, particularly the highly toxic 
Agent Orange relative, dioxin, to eliminate 
native species on company forest lands is 
atrocious." 

Crouch also cited a study of pulp and 
paper workers in Canada, where Scott has 
large plantations, showed a heavy accumula- 
tion of PCB, which is used to make timber 
termite-proof. According to Crouch, the 
Scott owns an interest in companies that are 
logging rainforests in Brazil, Columbia, 
Venezuela, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, 
and Guatemala. 

Scott Paper said its board of directors 
authorized planning for the new tissue paper 
mill last fell to meet growing US demand. 
The board still must approve financing of the 
project. 

Jeffrey St. CJairis a regular writer /or Forest 
Watch (POB 5404, Bloomington, IN 47407), 
an excellent newsletter published by Indiana 
forest activists (not to be confused with Cascade 
Holistic Economic Consultants' Forest Watch, 
which is also a valuable publication, though it 
focuses on forest economics.) 
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Northern Forest Lands Study Released 


by Jamie Sayen 

ed. note: The final draft of the Northern 
Forest Lands Study has been released. NFLS was 
initiated in response to developments threaten- 
ing the forests of northern New England and New 
York. Jamie Sayen and Jeff Elliott of Preserve 
Appalachian Wilderness have analyzed the re- 
port and found it predictably wanting ... but 
better than the previous draft, thanks to public 
pressure. The following is a summary of Jamie's 
response to the report. For background, see back 
issues of this journal; for a thorough critique of 
the report, subscribe to the Glacial Erratic. To 
really learn the northern forests issues, order 
THE ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION OF THE 
NORTHERN APPALACHIANS: An Evolu- 
tionary Perspective, by Jeff Elliott & Jamie 
Sayen; 1990; Preserve Appalachian Wilderness 
(PAW) and Loose Cannon Publishers, RFD 1, 
Box 530, N Stratford, NH 03590; 90 pp.; $12. 

Jamie's analysis here actually concerns 
three recently released reports: "Northern Forest 
Lands Study " was prepared by the US Forest 
Service at the request of Congress. "The Northern 
Forest Lands: A Strategy for Their Future, ’ was 
released in May by the Governors' Task Force on 
Northern Forest Lands (created in 1988 by the 
governors of New York, Vermont, New Hamp- 
shire, and Maine). "The Adirondack Park in the 
T wenty Fi rs t Cen tury ‘ was recently released by a 
commissionappointedbyGovemorCuomo. (See 
Adirondacks article.) — JD 

PAW 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1) A Moratorium of at least two years 
on development in all undeveloped areas in 
the NFLS region must be enacted. 

2) Existing Use Zoning must be 
adopted for the entire study region. 

3) Forest Practices Regulations that 
ban clearcuts, pesticides, new roads, whole 
tree chippers, and require a cutting plan 
consistent with ecologically sustainable for- 
estry, must be adopted for the entire region. 

4) Research on critical issues of biologi- 
cal diversity and environmental health must 
be undertaken immediately. 

5) Public ownership of at least 60% of 
the study area must be pursued. 

6) A Northern Appalachian Evolu- 
tionary Preserve will be established with the 
public lands (current and future) as the core. 
The entire study area (plus the White and 
Green Mountain National Forests and other 
critical additions to the study area) will be 
Greenlined to protect the ecological values 
of the northern forest region. 

7) Small, local, labor-intensive, value- 
added industries must replace the current 
economy which is dominated by out of re- 
gion multinationals. 

8) A Northern Appalachian Evolu- 
tionary Preserve Fund must be established 
with emergency funding provided, and a 
minimum of $100 million added each year 
for at least 25 years. 

9) The Northern Forest Lands Council 
must have at least two conservation biolo- 
gists, and no members from the timber or 
development industries. 

10) Allocation of $3 billion to buy 12 
million acres for the preserve. 

PAW Assessment of NFLS 

Four tools - a development moratorium, 
full fee acquisition, existing use zoning, and 
effective forest practices regulations - can 
provide permanent and cost-effective pro- 
tection for the northern forests. While some 
strategies described by the NFLS report offer 
limited protection, only these four will safe- 
guard the ecological health of the region. 

Currently, 42% of the Adirondack Park 
is publicly owned "Forever Wild" Wilderness 
and Wild Forest. Authors of the recently 
released The Adirondack Park in the 
Twenty First Century (hereafter AP Report) 
recommend purchase of 654,850 acres to 
preserve the park's biological diversity, 
meaning 52% of the Park would be owned by 
the public. 

Today, only6.6%ofMaine, New Hamp- 
shire and Vermont in the NFLS region is 
publicly owned . The privately owned land is 
in unsustainable forestry or is being devel- 
oped. 

To restore ancient forests, healthy riv- 
ers, and extirpated natives such as Cougar, 
Gray Wolf, and Wolverine, we must pur- 
chase at least 12 million acres throughout 
the study region. The NFLS report estimates 
that an acre, on average, costs $250. For $3 
billion we could purchase 12 million acres! 
However, we must protect all 26 million 
acres. 


NFLS Strategies 

The report offers 28 strategies to protect 
biological diversity and preserve the working 


forest. The only strategy that provides an 
opportunity to achieve permanent, effective 
protection of ecological values is full fee 
purchase of millions of acres of Northern 
Forests. While the initial cost of $250 an acre 
may seem expensive, the ecological, eco- 
nomic and social costs of not buying are far 
greater. Restoration programs such as the 
Atlantic Salmon project cost hundreds of 
millions of dollars. Currently, the Pentagon 
is considering buying over. 700,000 acres of 
land owned by Champion International in 
eastern Maine for war games. What does it 
say of our culture's values if we can afford to 
buy land to practice killing, but not for the 
protection of life? 

Full Fee Purchase 

The section on full fee acquisition (pp. 
48-50) is one of the most pleasant surprises in 
the final NFLS Report. In earlier drafts, it was 
claimed that full fee purchase was too expen- 
sive. The final report has incorporated many 
suggestions made during the public com- 
ment period, and now the NFLS Report pres- 
ents a fairer picture of full fee acquisition. 


no expense to defeat or emasculate regula- 
tions — as it has fought clean water and clean 
air laws. 

The NFLS Report says local regulations 
"confuse" industry. The report ignores 
industry's long and sordid record of prevent- 
ing meaningful regulations at the state level. 

Two years ago New Hampshire and the 
federal government bought the 40,000 acre 
Nash Stream Watershed to maintain a 
"working forest." A timber inventory com- 
pleted in October 1988 revealed that there 
will be very little marketable timber available 
in the Nash Stream for 20-30 years because 
the previous owner, Diamond Occidentale, 
stripped much of the land in the years prior 
to the sale. 

Unless we adopt stringent forest prac- 
tices regulations for the entire NFLS region 
now, we can expect the Nash Stream syn- 
drome to be replayed. Paper companies and 
other unscrupulous owners will strip the 
land before offering it for sale, and the public 
will be offered a chance to buy land that 
resembles the moonscapes created west of 


proposes to give industry money for not 
doing the impossible. 

Easements can be a valid part of an 
overall strategy, but they should not be 
considered the most important strategy, as 
the NFLS Report and the Task Force Report 
propose. 

Greenlining 

In response to pressure from several 
conservation groups, the Greenline strategy 
was moved from Appendix K in the NFLS 
Draft into the body of the final report. Indus- 
try clearly opposes the idea. 

PAW supports the idea of a Greenline to 
protect the health of the regional evolution- 
ary preserves we have proposed. It allows for 
cohesive, region-wide strategies to protect 
biological diversity and natural processes, 
and for developing sustainable local human 
communities. However, if improperly im- 
plemented, the Greenline concept could 
protect developers and deforesters and make 
it more difficult to protect the environment. 

The entire NFLS region should be in- 
cluded in a Greenline, and critical additions 



The report states: 

• "In most circumstances public owner- 
ship of land would result in a continuation of 
traditional land uses." (p. 18) 

• All four states have voted bond issues in 
recent years for public land acquisition. 

• It is relatively inexpensive to buy large 
tracts of land. The average price per acre for 
tracts over 1000 acres is between $ 175-$350. 

• "Full-fee acquisition of land could also 
provide the opportunity to set aside natural 
areas that would not be managed. Looking 
to the future, 50 or more years from now, 
large unmanaged tracts could create a mix of 
natural landscapes alongside the working 
landscape. They could be part of a matrix of 
public and private land that creates a land- 
scape where all the diverse elements of 
healthy, native ecosystems were repre- 
sented, with all stages of community succes- 
sion embodied." (p. 49) 

The NFLS Report states: "A recent tele- 
phone survey of residents in the study area 
counties of New Hampshire and Vermont 
found that north country residents favor 
public purchase to acquire land for wildlife, 
habitat, recreation opportunities, timber 
supply and wilderness protection." (p. 49) 
Existing Use Zoning 

Pressure from the public forced the 
NFLS to include this strategy in the final 
report. This single strategy could stop devel- 
opment threats in the entire study region, 
and the cost would be negligible. 

Existing use zoning (EUZ) means, sim- 
ply, that a region is zoned for existing uses - 
no new uses permitted. This means land 
currently managed for forestry and agricul- 
ture could not be developed. Why does the 
NFLS recommend temporary and expensive 
strategies such as easements, cluster zoning, 
transfer of development rights and subsidies 
for industry? The explanations may be 1) 
EUZ is a new idea; 2) the NFLS wants to give 
federal subsidies to benefit the multi-billion 
dollar timber industry; or 3) the NFLS is pro- 
development. 

EUZ would prevent land prices from 
being inflated by the sort of development 
orgy the region has experienced in the past 
decade. This would assure the public a 
chance to purchase large holdings at fair 
market value. 

Forest Practices Regulations 

Sound forest practices regulations 
would be inexpensive and would protect the 
forests. Although industry claims its prac- 
tices are environmentally sound, it will spare 


Baxter State Park and in other parts of Maine 
by Great Northern. 

Other Useful Strategies 

Other strategies that should be adopted 
are: 

• Land gains tax that penalizes land 
speculation 

• Special tax treatment of conservation 
land sales and donations of land to the public 
or conservation groups 

• Elimination of the deduction for inter- 
est on second home mortgages 

The Problem with Easements 

The Report of the Governors' Task Force 
states, "In all cases, consideration should be 
given to the benefits of conservation ease- 
ments over fee purchases where appropri- 
ate." Unfortunately, easements are worth- 
less in areas not threatened by development 
- most of northern Maine, for instance. The 
report notes: "Development rights for land 
near an active land market comprise most of 
the land's value, whereas development 
rights further froma strongreal estate market 
are a smaller fraction of theTand value." (p. 
47) In other words, where easements could 
prevent development, the cost will probably 
be 60-90% of the full price of the land. Areas 
where the easement would only cost 40% of 
the value of the land are probably not threat- 
ened by development. 

The NFLS has calculated the price for 
easements on land unthreatened by devel- 
opment as well as threatened land so that 
they can claim the "average value" of an 
easement would be $100-$ 120 an acre. If 
they had only calculated the value of ease- 
ments on land threatened by development, 
the price would be substantially higher. 

The AP Report calculates Adirondacks 
easements would cost $200 an acre on aver- 
age, or two-thirds of the estimated full fee 
value of the land. The AP Report recom- 
mended full fee purchases of ecologically 
critical lands. Easements prohibit develop- 
ment, but they permit clearcuts, pesticides, 
road building, and planting exotics. In the 
absence of meaningful regulations, ease- 
ments give forest abusers carte blanche to 
mismanage the forest. Restrictions on forest 
practices could be written into the easement, 
but they would be expensive and difficult to 
enforce. If easements are to protect biologi- 
cal diversity, they must be tied to effective 
forest practices regulations. But industry 
would veto such a proposal. Since much of 
Maine is undevelopable, it seems the NFLS 


should include the Taconics, Mt. Graylock, 
roadless areas in the Catskills, and expanded 
purchase boundaries for both the White and 
Green Mountain National Forests. In addi- 
tion, the Greenline administrators should 
develop a strategy for coordinating environ- 
mental protection with eastern Canada. 

Emergency Funding 

We need an emergency fund to pur- 
chase critical lands as they come on the 
market. A minimum of $ 100 million should 
be added to this fund every year for the next 
25-30 years. 

Northern Forest Lands Council 

A regional approach to resolving the 
ecological and social crises in the Northern 
Appalachians requires the creation of some 
sort of council. But it must not be a copy of 
the current industry controlled Task Force, as 
the Task Force has recommended. 

This format crippled the NFLS from the 
outset. For proof, one need only compare the 
AP Report with the NFLS Report. Both 
started at about the same time, and two 
individuals, George Davis and Ross Whaley, 
were involved with both. The difference is 
that the timber industry did not control the 
AP Report. 

• The NFLC must contain no representa- 
tives of the timber industry and no "conser- 
vationists" affiliated with groups that accept 
timber industry money. 

• The NFLC must contain at least two 
conservation biologists froma list submitted 
by the Society for Conservation Biology. 

• It must Include residents from the re- 
gion who demonstrate a commitment to 
protecting the region’s ecological and social 
health. 

• It must be responsive to the public; but 
in all matters, the ecological health of the 
region must take precedence over the wishes 
of the. public that conflict with ecological 
values. 

Once in a Lifetime 
Opportunity 

Today we have a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to reverse our culture's suicidal 
economic war against our life support sys- 
tem. It is time for New England's environ- 
mentalists to speak with one voice and pro- 
claim: To assure biological diversity on all 
trophic levels we need vast evolutionary 
preserves throughout the Northern Appala- 
chians. 
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BISON AND BRUCELLOSIS 


by George Wuerthner 

Management of Bison in the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem [GYE] has become a 
source of national controversy. Since 1985, 
Bison wandering out of Yellowstone Na- 
tional Park have been killed as part of a 
special hunt to protect Montana livestock 
interests from brucellosis, a disease that 
causes abortion in cattle. Management of 
Bison in the Jackson Hole area within Grand 
Teton National Park and the National Elk 
Refuge has also attracted significant public 
concern. 

Bovine brucelloses exists in 120 coun- 
tries around the world and has been reported 
in all fifty states. However, beginning in 
1935, the United States launched a program 
to eradicate the disease from all domestic 
livestock herds in the nation. The effort has 
been largely successful and brucellosis infec- 
tion is now only reported for 0.17% of the 
cattle in the US and many states are entirely 
brucellosis free. That status has important 
economic implications. 

In brucellosis-free states, cattle can be 
transported out of state without the need of 
inspection, brucellosis testingorquarantine. 
At this time, all three states in the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem are designated bru- 
cellosis-free. They would like to remain so. 
However, though this is not widely known, if 
an infection is detected in a cattle herd, a 
single county can be quarantined, while 
producers in the rest of the state operate 
without restrictions. 

Various strains of brucellosis are found 
in domestic dogs, sheep, goats, horses, pigs, 
and reindeer. Wild animals known to carry 
brucellosis include mice. Wood Rats, Badg- 
ers, Raccoons, Bobcats, Caribou, White- 
tailed Deer, English Sparrows and crows. In 
addition, scavengers such as skunks, Coyo- 
tes, fox, and even Grizzly Bears have tested 
positive in terms of exposure to the disease. 
It has even been detected in ticks and fleas. 

However, not all these wild animals 
carry strains of brucellosis that can be trans- 
mitted to cattle. Nor is the probability of 
transmission necessarily high even if the 
animal carries Brucellosis abortus — the strain 
that infects cattle. 

Domestic dogs can disseminate brucella 
organisms in their feces and urine. Brucello- 
sis can be transmitted to humans and causes 
Bang's Disease or undulate fever. Symptoms 
may include fever, muscle aches, and sweat- 
ing. If diagnosed properly it can be treated 
with antibiotics and there are no long lasting 
ill effects. Humans used to get it fairly often 
from drinking untreated milk; however, 
pasteurization kills the organism. 

Brucellosis is spread by contact with 
infected individuals. The bacteria are most 
common in the womb of infected females. 
An aborted fetus may carry an abundance of 
the bacteria in it. Theoretically, the disease 
can be spread by drainage from infected 
animals as well. On a hot summer day, the 
brucellosis bacteria are not likely to survive 
more than a day or two, but frozen in the 
winter, they have a much higher life expec- 
tancy. 

The worst time of year for potential 
transmission of the disease is December 
through June. The primary concern is that 
an infected animal will abort a fetu s that may 
be licked by another animal. Grass can be 
contaminated by bacteria -infected fluids . By 
April, nearly all abortions have occurred. 
However, not all infected females abort, and 
calves can be bom carrying the disease. 

Just because an animal is infected with 
brucellosis does not necessarily mean the 
disease will be transmitted. Although the 
disease has been transmitted from Bison to 
cattle under experimental conditions, there 
is no documented case of this happening in 
the wild. Furthermore, all cattle in Montana 
are regularly vaccinated against brucellosis 
and the immunization is considered 70-90% 
effective. 

In addition, the threat of livestock 
contamination is relatively small simply 
because there is little overlap in ranges of 
wild Bison and domestic livestock. For in- 
stance, the 20 mile stretch of the Upper 
Yellowstone Valley north of Yellowstone 
Park between Yankee Jim Canyon and the 
Park border, has fewer than 1000 domestic 
animals. Around West Yellowstone are even 
fewer cattle; due to its typically deep snow, 
no cattle are in that area during winter — the 
time of year when Bison typically stray from 
the Park. 

The Controversy Over Control 
Measures 

Many outside observers believe that 
with the present Bison hunt, conducted by 
the Montana Dept, of Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks, a double standard is used to the Bison’s 
disadvantage. Though many other animals 
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potentially carry the disease, only Bison are 
killed upon leaving the Park. In some cases, 
the incidence of the disease among other 
animals may even be higher. For instance, 
1 .5% of the approximately 15,000 Elk in the 
northern Yellowstone herd are thought to 
carry brucellosis, meaning about 225 in- 
fected Elk — more than the number of in- 
fected Bison thought to exist in the northern 
Bison herd. 

Furthermore, the risk of brucellosis 
transmission comes from cows, not bulls. 
Bulls may carry the disease, but since they 
cannot abort fetuses, they pose almost no 
risk to livestock. Yet, the present Bison 
control efforts do not distinguish between 
bulls and cows. All Bison who leave the Park 
are shot immediately, regardless of sex. 

The Greater Yellowstone Coalition, an 
alliance of 80 organizations dedicated to 
preserving the GYE, does not see this killing 
as a viable solution. The idea of restricting 
any animals to the Park is contrary to the 
concept of ecosystem management, which 
GYC advocates, and a threat to the long-term 
viability of the Yellowstone Ecosystem. 

The removal of Bison from the Ecosys- 
tem robs other animals of potential carrion 
or prey. A unique feature of the GYE is the 
robust populations of scavengers, including 
Coyote, Golden Eagle, magpie, raven. Griz- 
zly Bear and Black Bear. Available carrion is 
critical to their winter survival. 

There is a lack of scientific research on 
the impacts of Bison control. The effects of 
removing a major portion of the herd upon 
herd social dynamics, range utilization and 
knowledge of forage availability, and inter- 
action with other Park wildlife, are un- 
known. Also, since the original herd was 
started from a relatively small core of indi- 
viduals, their genetic variability is likely to be 


relatively small. 

Options* 

Vaccination of all livestock in and 
around Yellowstone could be mandatory. 
While no vaccine is 100% effective, inocula- 
tion of livestock may be the best preventive 
measure for dealing with this widespread 
organism. The only known instance of bru- 
cellosis in any livestock of the GYE involved 
a herd NOT vaccinated. 

The area of conflict could be minimized 
by continuing the purchase of winter range 
outside the Park, particularly in the Upper 
Yellowstone Valley. By providing more for- 
age for Bison as well as Elk, the area of overlap 
between wild ungulates and domestic live- 
stock is reduced. 

Similarly, closing grazing allotments on 
National Forest lands immediately outside 
the Park to allow use by wildlife would pre- 
clude brucellosis transmittal to domestic 
livestock, and make more public land forage 
available for Bison and other big game, par- 
ticularly in winter. This could also reduce 
the need for wildlife to feed on adjacent 
private lands. 

An option presently in the experimen- 
tal stage is the use of bio-bullets for vaccina- 
tion. Bio-bullets have been very effective for 
immunization of Elk in Wyoming. Once 
animals are used to the presence of the 
hunter, it is relatively easy to inoculate a 
large percentage of the population. While it 
is unlikely that all infected animals will be 
treated, once the disease is controlled, the 
likelihood of transmission to domestic ani- 
mals drops dramatically. 

An oral vaccination is presently being 
developed. If found effective, the vaccine 
could be distributed in salt licks and by other 
means. 

Livestock producers could buy insur- 


ance as protection against economic losses 
associated with brucellosis. Other public 
lands users must have insurance that covers 
accidents; even agricultural interests buy 
insurance against drought, hail and other 
natural events. 

Finally, since animals crowded together 
on winter ranges are more likely to contract 
brucellosis, eliminating Elk winter feed lots 
would dramatically reduce the incidence of 
infection among wild ungulates. In addition 
to these publicly supported feeding stations, 
there are problems with private individuals 
feeding wildlife. For instance, there are pri- 
vate feeding stations in Montana's Cinnabar 
Basin, along the Gallatin River Canyon, and 
near West Yellowstone. Feeding wild ungu- 
lates should be outlawed in Montana. 

The present Bison hunt illustrates why 
political boundaries are unrealistic. Given 
the widespread occurrence of brucellosis in 
wild animals, eliminating the disease from 
native ungulates is not feasible at this time. 
The people of the United States must decide 
which they want more — wildlife in the 
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem or disease- 
free livestock production. 

George Wuerthner is an environmental 
freelance writer based in Montana, and a fre- 
quent contributor to our journal. Longer versions 
of his Bison articles appeared in the spring 1990 
issue of Greater Yellowstone Report, the jour- 
nal of the Greater Yellowstone Coalition (POB 
1874, Bozeman, MT 59715). 

*An Earth First! alternative to the above 
options might be to remove all livestock from 
public lands, including those in the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem, and to eliminate Elk 
feedlots. Letting the GYE return to a more 
natural state would end the brucellosis prob- 
lem. — JD 



Greater Yellowstone Bison History 


The Bison in Yellowstone National Park 
are descendants of the only continuously 
wild herd in the country. They are a hybrid 
of Plains Bison and Wood Bison. The Wood 
Bison are native to the Park, while the Plains 
Bison were introduced in 1902. 

Contrary to the opinions of some, evi- 
dence suggests that Bison have always lived 
in or near what is now Yellowstone Park, 
though in much smaller numbers than on 
the plains. They were not "driven" to the 
Park by hunting pressure on the plains. 

During the 1860s and 70s, Bison were 
reported in the Shoshone Lake area, in the 
Absaroka Mountains just north of the Park, 
by Yankee Jim Canyon, and elsewhere. In 
1870 prospector Bart Hendeson noted seeing 
thousands of Buffalo grazing on the Buffalo 
Plateau just north of the present Park border 
and near the head of the Boulder River in 
what is now the Absaroka Beartooth Wilder- 
ness. He also reported seeing Bison by Lake 
Abundance near Cooke City and thousands 
of bear, Elk, and Buffalo in the upper Lamar 
River Valley near Cache Creek. By 1880 
hunting had reduced the thousands to hun- 
dreds. 

Early this century, efforts to protect 


Bison in the Park increased. Losses to poach- 
ing were reduced and in 1902 Plains Bison 
from several sources were transplanted to 
Yellowstone to supplement the existing 
herd. These animals were kept in a semi- 
domestic condition until at least 1915. Bison 
were first held at Mammoth, then moved to 
the Lamar Valley where they were kept in 
corrals at night and herded during the day. 

After 1915, the captive Bison were al- 
lowed to freely mingle with the wild animals; 
by 1921, herding was discontinued. Brucel- 
losis was first reported in Bison in the Park in 
19.17. It is not known whether the brucello- 
sis organism is native to Bison or was trans- 
mitted from domestic livestock. 

Until 1938, horseback riders rounded 
up all the Bison they could find and drove 
them to feeding grounds in the Lamar Valley 
each winter. Here the herds were culled and 
injured animals and those with brucellosis 
were removed. Between 1938 and 1952 the 
Bison were fed hay every winter. 

Bison, were regularly removed from 
Yellowstone Park until the 1960s when the 
practice was stopped in order to have a more 
natural situation. It was argued that food 
availability, predators, disease and other 


factors should be allowed to regulate Park 
wildlife. Between the 1960s and 1980s, in an 
effort to keep Bison and cattle apart, Park 
rangers occasionally killed Bison that wan- 
dered too close to the Park boundary, or state 
Fish & Game officials killed them just outside 
the Park. 

Until the 1970s most Bison remained 
far from Park borders, and only occasional 
animals — primarily bulls — ever ap- 
proached the boundary. However, harsh 
winter conditions in 1975-76 triggered 
movement into new foraging areas closer to 
the northern border of the Park near Gar- 
diner, Montana. 

Bison behavior in subsequent mild 
winters suggests that Bison are today at- 
tempting to recolonize historic wintering 
areas, rather than moving simply as a result 
of stress. By 1985 Bison began to wander out 
of the Park, and the state of Montana initi- 
ated its first Bison control hunt, which ac- 
counted for 88 deaths. 

Efforts to haze Bison back into the Park 
proved ineffective. Methods included chas- 
ing animals by helicopter, sirens and flash- 
ing lights, and even recorded wolf howls. If 
continued on page 1 1 




A Case of Poor Public Range Policy 


by George Wuerthner 

The Trout Creek Mountains rise out of 
the Great Basin province in southeastern 
Oregon. Average annual precipitation in 
this region, most of which is managed by the 
Bureau of Land Management, is only 8-10 
inches; yet livestock grazing is the dominant 
commercial land use. 

The Trout Creek Mountains have a 
number of perennial streams including 
Whitehorse, Willow, Antelope, and McDer- 
mitt Creeks. These creeks are home to the 
Whitehorse Trout, a rare subspecies of Cut- 
throat Trout that was isolated by changing 
climate after the close of the Ice Age approxi- 
mately 12,000 years ago. It is one of only 1 1 
subspecies of native trout in the Intermoun- 
tain West that has escaped hybridization 
with non-native trout. There are presently 
sufficient Whitehorse Trout to support a 
minor sport fishery, but due to its limited 
range and declining population, the subspe- 
cies is a candidate for federal designation as 
an Endangered Species. 

The Trout Creek Mountains are also 
home to game animals sought {>y sportsmen, 
including Mule Deer, Pronghorn, Sage 
Grouse, and Chukar [an exotic bird]. Big- 
horn Sheep were recently reintroduced into 
the area. The area supports a greater diversity 
of plants than most other areas in southeast- 
ern Oregon and several are considered rare or 
endangered. 

The Trout Creek Mountains have 
113,000 roadless acres under study for pos- 
sible addition to the National Wilderness 
Preservation System. According to the BLM 
study, the Trout Creeks have all the neces- 
sary components for Wilderness designa- 
tion, including overall natural appearance 
and opportunities for solitude and recrea- 
tion. 

Yet the Trout Creek Mountains, like 
much of the West, are severely degraded by 
domestic livestock grazing. The BLM re- 
cently completely an environmental assess- 
ment (EA) for the 126,982 acre Whitehorse 
Butte Allotment in the Trout Creeks. 

In the document, the BLM admitted 
that livestock management in this area has 
contributed to the loss of quality of many 
public resources, including recreation, wild- 
life, and fisheries. The Whitehorse Trout 
recently experienced as much as a 90% de- 
cline in population and could go extinct. To 
mitigate the impacts attributed to livestock 
grazing, the BLM suggests some manage- 
ment changes including expensive range 
developments. This remedy will cost taxpay- 
ers hundreds of thousands of dollars and 
return almost no money to the federal treas- 
ury. It is fair to ask if the best solution would 
be to eliminate the source of the impact — 
domestic livestock — instead of trying to 
manipulate the land to accommodate the 
needs of an alien animal. 

Domestic animals were introduced into 
the area over a hundred years ago, and a 
corresponding loss in range productivity and 
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the animals showed any interest at all, they 

eventually habituated to the tactic. 

During the winter of 1989, more than 
560 of the 2707 Bison in the Yellowstone 
population were shot as they left the Park, 
outraging the nation. Nearly all these ani- 
mals were part of the northern herd, which 
prior to the hunt only numbered 700 ani- 
mals. 

Jackson Hole Herd 

The Bison in the Jackson Hole area of 
Wyoming originated with the 1969 release 
of eight animals into Grand Teton National 
Park. In 1978 the slowly growing herd dis- 
covered the "free lunch” given each winter at 
the National Elk Refuge, where 7000-8000 
Elk are fed pellets. With a new source of 
winter forage, the Bison population began to 
expand rapidly. 

Today the Jackson Hole herd has about 
100 animals, which winter on the Elk Refuge 
but summer in Grand Teton Park. There 
have been reports of Bison in the Wind River 
Range, though no one knows whether they 
came from the Jackson Hole area or Yellow- 
stone. 

Bison in the Jackson herd also have 
brucellosis. It is suspected that they con- 
tracted it from brucellosis-infected Elk at the 
National Elk Refuge feeding grounds, since 
the original eight were brucellosis-free. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
objected to having any Bison at the National 
Elk Refuge. The refuge, they maintained, was 
set aside for Elk. Originally the FWS called 
for the total removal (read "killing") of all 


quality has been documented. Among the 
reasons for the range declines is the 
ecosystem’s evolutionary history. The Great 
Basin Ecosystem evolved without many 
large grazing mammals. There were no great 
herds of Bison or Elk. The largest native 
ungulates were Pronghorn, Bighorn Sheep, 
and deer. Very likely the major plant com- 
munities cannot support even moderate 
numbers of livestock without substantial 
degradation. 

In addition, due to aridity, the overall 
net primary biological production of the 
desert shrub ecosystem that dominates the 
Great Basin region, including the Trout 
Creek Mountains, is among the lowest of the 
world's major biomes. Riparian zones repre- 
sent the only areas with high plant produc- 
tivity rates plus abundant water and shade. 
As a result a disproportionate amount of 
livestock grazing is concentrated in these 
areas. 

Additionally, cattle tend to avoid steep 
terrain; and the narrow canyons of the Trout 
Creek Mountains funnel livestock into a very 
small portion of the overall area available for 
grazing. Thus topographical features in the 
Trout Creeks magnify the livestock impacts 
to riparian zones. 

For the same reasons that livestock in 
arid regions seek riparian zones, these zones 
are important to wildlife. One study of 
wildlife in Arizona and New Mexico con- 
cluded that 75-80% of all wildlife species in 
these states were partially or fully dependent 
upon riparian areas for survival. A similar 
proportion of species in southeastern Ore- 
gon depend upon riparian habitat. Accord- 
ing to a study produced by the Forest Service 
Forest and Range Experiment Station, of the 
363 terrestrial species found in the region, 
298 are directly dependent on riparian areas 
for their survival. Any impacts to these 
riparian areas have a disproportionate im- 
pact on wildlife. 

Livestock eat not only grasses, but many 
of the smaller trees and shrubs. Most shrub 
species can recover from periodic browsing, 
but repeated browsing, year after year, will 
eventually lead to their local extinction. 
These vegetative losses lead to downward 
trends in wildlife numbers and diversity. 

Livestock utilize many of the same ri- 
parian shrub and tree species as Beaver. 
Reduction of these food sources has accom- 
panied a BLM documented decline in Beaver 
numbers in these mountains. Stream hy- 
drology has changed as the number of Beaver 
dams — important for erosion control and 
wet meadow formation — hasdeclined. This 
in turn has caused reduced summer stream 
flows and a loss of fish and other wildlife 
habitat. None of these costs of continuing 
livestock grazing in the Trout Creeks was 
accounted for in any cost-benefit analysis. 

Other impacts from livestock grazing in 
riparian zones include the loss of shade, 
which in turn increases water temperatures 
to a range unacceptable to trout. Tempera- 
ture changes, along with major modification 


Bison; but because of objections from the 
Greater Yellowstone Coalition and others, 
this total extermination never occurred. 

However, a herd reduction program was 
approved and in the winter of 1988-89, six- 
teen Jackson Hole Bison were shot by agency 
personnel. This changed to a public hunt 
during the winter 1989-90, when 19 Bison 
were shot. 

Recently a new twist was added to the 
Jackson Hole brucellosis conflict when the 
Parker Land and Cattle Company of Dubois 
filed suit against Wyoming Game and Fish 
for S1.2 million in damages. The Parker 
cattle herd, which was not vaccinated 
against brucellosis, was discovered to have 
the disease in 1988. Though no one knows 
for sure how the cattle got the disease, one 
guess is that they contracted brucellosis from 
Elk while grazing on public lands in the 
Union Pass area. 

If the suit is upheld, it could open a 
Pandora’s box for wildlife in the West. What 
responsibilities does the government have to 
protect private livestock using public lands? 
What are the responsibilities of ranchers to 
take measures to protect their herds? The 
implications for predator control suits are 
obvious. If the government must protect a 
private livestock owner on public land 
against naturally occurring risks like brucel- 
losis, would the government have the same 
obligation to protect all livestock against 
predators, poison plants, lightning, and a 
host of other factors? 

— George Wuerthner 



of stream channel characteristics attribut- 
able to grazing, can substantially reduce fish 
populations. A recent overview of five differ- 
ent studies, which compared trout produc- 
tivity of stream sections grazed by livestock 
to ungrazed sections of the same streams, 
determined that the average trout popula- 
tions were 184% higher in ungrazed stream 
segments. A BLM study of the Whitehorse 
Butte allotment documented similar 
changes in fisheries due to livestock impacts 
on riparian vegetation and subsequent in- 
creases in erosion. 

BLM inventories conducted in 1979 
and 1980 indicated that "most water quality 
problems on public lands were associated 
with livestock grazing.” Yet public water 
quality losses are not reflected in the price 
paid by BLM permittees for use of public 
resources, nor are they considered in cost- 
benefit analyses. 

Instead of ridding the Trout Creek 
Mountains of livestock, the Vale District 
spent considerable sums of public funds in a 
vain attempt to improve fish habitat. Thou- 
sands of willow seedlings were planted, 49 
small trash collector dams were constructed 
to improve pool habitat, and several miles of 
fence were built to keep livestock out of some 
riparian areas. 

By 1980 nearly all the willows were 
gone. Flooding destroyed 60% of the trash 
catcher dams and siltation reduced the habi- 
tat effectiveness of the remainder. By 1981 
the BLM estimated that most of the fisheries 
habitat in the Whitehorse Basin was "in fair 
to poor condition." A 1988 survey of 55.75 
miles of stream found 70% of the stream in 
poor condition, 26% fair, 4% good, and no 
segment excellent. 

The impacts of cattle grazing extend far 
beyond the aquatic ecosystems. Pronghorn 
are eagerly sought by sportsmen since this is 
one of the few areas in Oregon with huntable 
numbers of these "antelope." A study in 
southeastern Oregon documented that 
competition for forage exists between Prong- 
horn and livestock when rangelands are in 
poor condition. The same study found that 
83% of the available forage on the Vale 
District was consumed by livestock, while 
less than 1% was used by Pronghorn, pre- 
sumably due to competitive exclusion by 
livestock. Despite fifty years of range 
"management," a 1989 evaluation of range 
condition of the Whitehorse Butte allotment 
showed that the overall trend was down- 
ward. 

Birds in the Trout Creeks may also be 
adversely affected. Research conducted at 
the nearby Malheur National Wildlife Ref- 
uge in similar habitat demonstrated a de- 
cline in bird abundance and diversity corre- 
lated with increasing grazing intensity. Pre- 
sumably, the same results would be found 
here. 

Yet despite acknowledging the many 
impacts listed above, the BLM refused to 
even consider the option of eliminating live- 
stock grazing and instead proposed major 
changes in the range management of the 
Whitehorse Butte allotment in an effort to 
accommodate grazing while alleviating 
some of the worst abuses. These include 
changes in grazing distribution, stocking 
levels, and season of use; construction of 
stock ponds, wells, pipelines, and fencing; 


seeding, and other developments. 

The estimated maximum cost of the 
BLM's preferred alternative proposed range 
developments is $ 1 74,000. Most of this will 
be borne by the taxpayer, though the permit- 
tee and Grazing Advisory Board will make 
small contributions. 

The permittee is required to maintain 
fences, yet the permittee's failure to do so is 
cited by the BLM as contributing to the 
present degraded range conditions. The 
present permittee has no incentive to keep 
up fences, as the BLM is not properly moni- 
toring. In fact, he has an incentive to be lax 
since, unless caught, his cattle can trespass 
into other pastures for additional forage. 
Nothing in the BLM's proposed plan will 
ensure better responsibility. 

The permittee, Whitehorse Ranch, pres- 
entlyruns 1900 head ofcattle on the 126,000 
acres of public lands within its grazing lease. 
It is allotted 10,978 AUMs a year. For giving 
the Whitehorse Ranch exclusive use of the 
forage on this 126,000 acres, the federal 
government receives a paltry S 18,000 a year 
($1.64 current rate per AUM times 10,978 
AUMs). 

Moreover, very little of this money 
reaches the federal treasury. Under the pres- 
ent federal formula, 50% of the money col- 
lected by the BLM for grazing goes back to the 
BLM District. The BLM must then spend 
these funds on future range improvements 
— improvements that benefit the permit- 
tees. Another 12.5% goes to the County 
Grazing Board. Only 37.5% goes to the 
federal treasury to pay for administration 
and monitoring of grazing leases and other 
resources impacted by livestock grazing; and 
of the small amount it receives the govern- 
ment subtracts 25% to pay the county in lieu 
of taxes. 

Thus in the Trout Creeks, as elsewhere 
on the public lands, the permittee's payment 
does not even come close to covering the 
federal government’s costs associated with 
administration of the grazing lease, much 
less reimbursement to the taxpayer for the 
ecological costs of livestock grazing. The 
annual payment by the Whitehorse Ranch to 
the federal government will not even cover 
the estimated S 14,000 annual maintenance 
cost of the proposed 15 mile pipeline. 

Ssince most grazing is concentrated in 
riparian zones, and since riparian areas repre- 
sent only 1% of the 250 millipn acres of 
public rangelands in the West, Hhe actual 
cost to the public may even be greater than 
such figures suggest. In a study published in 
the Journal of Range Management, it was esti- 
mated that riparian vegetation occupied 4 
acres of land for each mile of stream in 
eastern Oregon. The authors concluded that 
at the current price charged by the BLM for 
grazing public lands, the revenue produced 
for grazing in riparian zones is approxi- 
mately 35-40 cents per mile of stream! 

The above costs do not consider the 
non-monetary losses on these public lands. 
The recreational values of these lands alone 
are worth more to the public than the money 
the government receives for its grazing 
leases. One could easily argue that the high- 
est value of these public lands is for wildlife 
habitat, biological diversity, watersheds, and 
recreation — not livestock. 

Sadly, the Whitehorse Butte allotment 
management is typical of public lands range 
policy by the BLM and Forest Service 
throughout the West. Since livestock pro- 
ducers are attempting to profit from the 
public lands, the BLM and Forest Service 
should at the very least force them to bear all 
costs associated with their use of public 
lands, including all costs of administration, 
monitoring, environmental analysis, range 
developments, and mitigation. In addition, 
the public should be reimbursed for losses in 
water quality, recreational opportunities, 
and wildlife observation opportunities that 
result from livestock grazing. Present BLM 
and Forest Service management of range- 
lands does not consider these public costs 
and as a consequence is nothing more than 
a subsidization of the Western livestock 
industry. Should public lands be managed to 
maintain biodiversity, native wildlife, and 
natural ecological processes; or should they 
be manipulated and degraded to support the 
production of an alien species for private 
profit at public expense? It's your land — 
you decide. 



Yellowstone Bison. . . 
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ed. note: Addresses for congresspeople are US 
Senate, Washington, DC 20510; and US House 
of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515. 
The Capitol switchboard is 202-224-3121. The 
congressional reference service at 202-225-1 772 
can tell you the present status of any federal bill. 
Try to remember the bill's number or title, though 
the staff will try to help even if you only know the 
bill's general theme. 

Gila in Danger 

New Mexico's Gila National Forest is 
arguably the most diverse and biologically 
important complex of wildlands in the 
Southwest. It encompasses high aspen and 
spruce forests, mountains blanketed in Pon- 
derosa Pine, grassy mesas, lush (ungrazed) 
riparian areas, and semi-desert rocky hill- 
sides. It is home to several indigenous crit- 
ters, including Gooding's Onion and the 
Gila Trout, an Endangered Species. Rela- 
tively low elevation (the high point is 10,892 
feet) and never glaciated, the Gila was high 
quality Mexican Wolf and Grizzly Bear habi- 
tat, and remains the best place biologically 
for Lobo, Griz, and Jaguar reintroduction in 
New Mexico. The Gila includes close to two 
million roadless acres. Unfortunately, only a 
little over 800,000 of those are protected, in 
three designated Wildernesses. 

The Forest Service is now planning to 
build 38 miles of new road and reconstruct 
IS miles of road in the Eagle Peak roadless 
area (see EF! 2-88). Since some very old roads 
in the Gila have often healed to little more 
than trails, actual construction may exceed 
50 miles. Steep slope cable logging will 
consume over 1100 acres (the GUa has not 
yet suffered a steep slope sale), and an old- 
growth forest that is habitat to Bald Eagle, 
Peregrine Falcon, and Gooding's Onion will 
be completely fragmented. This timber sale 
may be the worst presented to the public this 
year in the Southwest. 

You may want to see the Eagle Peak area 
before it is gone (you will have some time, as 
the EIS will be appealed and may go to court). 
To visit, find the town of Reserve on your 
New Mexico map. A couple miles north of 
Reserve, take the road right as far as you can 
up to Eagle Peak. 

Alternately, if you don’t wish to drive 
up there, go past Reserve, south and east into 
the Forest until you see the aircraft landing 
strip on your left. There turn left (north) and 
follow the road until it forks. Turn right 
(east) and look for a trail on your left at Perry 
Canyon which will take you to Eagle Peak. 
You can also take another trail farther on, at 
Black Burro Canyon, but it doesn't go all the 
way up and you'll have to bushwhack to the 
top. 

Finally, you can access Eagle Peak by 
taking the road southeast from the burg of 
Apache Creek (north of Reserve), taking the 
right fork (south) when it splits, and then 
looking for a trail about five miles farther on 
the right. These directions are taken from a 
map, so some of the features may not be as 
easy to locate as this sounds. 

— Mogollon 

ELF Stops NC Freddies 

On May 21, the Western North Carolina 
Earth First! group (Earth Liberation Front, or 
ELF), the Rescue Rangers, and the Preserve 
Appalachian Wilderness group (PAW) dem- 
onstrated at the US Forest Service office in 
Asheville to halt, for two hours, timber op- 
erations in North Carolina National Forests. 
Two activists were arrested after chaining 
themselves to the doors of the FS office. 

David Wheeler, one of those arrested, 


explained the protest: "As long as the Forest 
Service feels that its mission is to represent 
only the interests of human beings, it will 
never be able to come up with a program that 
fully fits the ecological needs of the forest. 
Earth First!, the Rescue Rangers, and PAW see 
our mission as serving the forest itself." ■ 

Also arrested was Rodney Webb. Said 
Webb, "The problems that exist in the forests 
here — clearcuts and road-building and 
development — exist everywhere ... To me, 
this sort of action is the meaning of ‘think 
globally, act locally' — to see the global ideal 
from a local perspective, and to act for that 
local perspective." 

The activists also called attention to 
their program for Forest rescue in Southern 
Appalachia. Their visionary plan for the 
future of Katuah Province is currently the 
only written alternative to the Forest 
Service’s management plans for the 3.5 mil- 
lion acres of public land in the region. In 
contrast to the FS's plans for ongoing "re- 
source extraction" and road-building, the 
EF.VRescue Rangers manifesto calls for an 
end to all commercial exploitation and road 
construction in the region’s public lands, so 
that they might become a regional evolu- 
tionary preserve capable of maintaining 
ample numbers of all native wildlife species. 
Eventually, these lands would connect with 
other large evolutionary preserves along the 
Appalachian mountain chain to form a wide 
migration corridor extending from Florida to 
Maine. 

To help the campaign on behalf of 
Katuah's forests, write the EF! address for 
western NC in the Directory. Also write NC's 
congresspersons calling for an end to cutting 
on the National Forests. 

FS Is Killing Our Birds! 

The US Forest Service, state agencies, 
and private loggers are each year killing 
countless songbirds, raptors, and other birds 
during logging operations in the nesting 
season. 

The Code of Federal Regulations part 
21, subpartD(21.41)(c)(l) states in reference 
to permits required to kill birds: "Permittees 
may not kill migratory birds unless specifi- 
cally authorized on the permit." Yet each 
year, the US Forest Service schedules timber 
cutting during the height of the nesting 
season,- without specific authorization by 
permit to kill birds. In the George Washing- 
ton National Forest, for example, approxi- 
mately 30% of timber is cut in the period 
May 1 to July 31 Inclusive, which is the 
height of the nesting season at this latitude. 
In large clearcuts, thousands of nestlings, 
fledglings and adults are killed when nest 
trees are felled or when nests on the ground 
are overrun by heavy machines. Many of 
these birds are neotropical migrants whose 
wintering areas in South and Central Amer- 
ica are being deforested and who conse- 
quently have suffered great declines in 
numbers. Particularly vulnerable are forest 
interior species such as the Scarlet Tanager, 
and Parula, Cerulean, Blackburnian and 
other warblers. It is believed that in a few 
years many of these species may be critically 
endangered. 

Virginians for Wilderness is demanding 
that at the very least the Forest Service and 
state and other federal agencies be required 
to time timbering operations to ayoid the 
bird nesting season. The forest is not a crop 
that must be harvested at a particular time of 
the year. As the greatest part of the bird 
nesting occurs during a small fraction of the 
year, in spring, depending on latitude and 
elevation, the nesting season can easily be 


avoided. Our birds deserve no less! 

We suggest that you protest the bird 
slaughter to the US Forest Service, US Fish 
and Wildlife Service and state agencies and 
demand protection during the nesting sea- 
son. 

— Bob Mueller, Virginians for Wilder- 
ness 

BC Greens Advocate Zero 
Population Growth 

The Green Party of British Columbia, 
Canada, at its annual policy meeting, March 
24-25, approved a policy of zero population 
growth. Recognizing that "environmental 
solutions being promoted ... would be tem- 
porary if the broader problem of unlimited 
human population growth is not addressed," 
Greens called for incentives and program- 
mes to slow population increase until a zero 
growth rate is achieved . For areas where high 
population growth has caused social or envi- 
ronmental problems, a negative growth rate 
was called for. 

The lone dissenter wanted a negative 
growth rate. The BC Greens are, so far as we 
know, the only Green Party to make zero 
population growth part of their platform. 

— Trudy Frisk 

Bear Symptom, 

Not Nuisance 

Yellowstone National Park officials re- 
cently announced that they had captured a 
Grizzly Bear sow, number 134, and her cub. 
The sow was removed from the Park, while 
her yearling cub was released back into the 
wild to face an uncertain future due to its age. 

Bear 1 34’s crime was that she was a good 
foragerand tolerant of humans. Every spring 
she fished for spawning Cutthroat Trout on 
several streams along Yellowstone Lake, 
including one near the Lake Hotel. After the 
spawning season she regularly left the devel- 
oped areas to forage in other parts of the Park. 
She did not stay around human develop- 
ments seeking handouts. 

Nevertheless, the NPS considered her a 
potential hazard to visitors, even if for only a 
few weeks a year. Several times in the past, 
the agency trapped and moved her, but 134 
always came back. After these failures, the 
NPS deemed 134 a "nuisance" bear, even 
though she was not habituated to human 
foods and did not attack humans. She was a 
non-aggressive, breeding age female, a good 
mother, and an effective natural forager — 
the kind of bear one wants in the Park. 

The problem is not intolerance on the 
part of the bear, but on the part of humans. 
The "nuisance" is the plethora of develop- 
ments in prime Grizzly habitat. The removal 
of one bear will not end the problem. As long 
as an abundant food source remains, bears 
will use the area. By removing 134, the Park 
Service is ducking the real issue — inappro- 
priate siting of developments coupled with 
improper timing of human presence. Simply 
delaying the opening of the Lake Hotel a few 
weeks until the spawning runs were over 
could have eliminated any visitor safety 
problem, and we would have a "good" bear 
still alive in the Park. Bear 134 was a victim, 
not a criminal. 

—George Wuerthner 

Upper Ruby Cattle 
Allotment Controversy 

The upper Ruby River heads in the 
Gravelly Range of the Beaverhead National 
Forest about 50 miles south of Sheridan, 
Montana. Grazing by domestic livestock is 
one of the major commodity production 
uses of the Forest and also one of the major 
agents of environmental impact. In what is 
shaping up to be a major test of who runs the 
National Forests — the Forest Service or the 
ranchers — the Sheridan Ranger District has 
been attempting to correct severe over- 
grazing problems on the upper Ruby. Due to 
the severity of the damage, the excellent 
documentation of damage collected by the 
FS, and the lack of cooperation given by 
ranchers, this case has national implications 
for our efforts to take back our public range- 
lands from the livestock industry. 

Since 1982 the Sheridan Ranger District 
has been trying to develop a new allotment 
plan. The permittees' resistance to revisions 
has thus far stymied the Forest Service ef- 
forts. The present plan, written in 1970, is 
completely out of date. According to FS 
estimates, the upper Ruby was already over- 
grazed and overstocked when the allotment 
plan was implemented in 1970. Problems 
with the plan stem from incorrect assump- 
tions often used in determiningproper range 
usage on public rangelands. 

1. The 1970 plan designated all the 
acreage as primary range, but not all of it was 
usable. Some was too dry, too steep or 
otherwise unusable as cattle range. Never- 
theless, the number of cows permitted was 
based on the assumption that the entire area 
was of equal value for grazing. 


2. The overstocking has lead to soil 
compaction, lowering range productivity 
and further reducing available forage. 

3. Due to breeding practices, cattle and 
calves today are larger than those of 20 years 
ago and consequently need more forage. No 
adjustment in cattle numbers has been made 
to account for these changes. 

4. As is common throughout the West, 
though range carrying capacity is calculated 
based on the total forage in an allotment, 
cattle use of the allotment is uneven. Ripar- 
ian zones tend to get the most use, resulting 
in severe overgrazing, while uplands are 
barely touched. Yet the number of cattle 
permitted to graze on the upper Ruby is 
based upon even use of forage on the entire 
allotment. 

Forest Service range surveys document 
riparian zones in very poor shape. Problems 
include loss of willows, trampling of vegeta- 
tion, severe soil erosion and devastated 
stream banks, impacts to fisheries, and soil 
compaction. The area's suitability for wild- 
life, including Elk, song birds, and Sage 
Grouse, is reduced. 

To correct these problems the FS has 
offered a range of alternatives. All require 
livestock reduction, varying from 25% to 
60%. Ranchers ("the original environmen- 
talists") have resisted all attempts at reduc- 
tion. 

Unless the Forest Service receives 
public support for its efforts to stop the 
overgrazing, it's unlikely that substantive 
changes will occur. The Sheridan Ranger 
District is planning to do an EA or EIS this 
summer on the management of the upper 
Ruby drainage. Interested people should 
write the district and ask to be placed on a 
mailing list to receive the document, and 
ask that all livestock be removed, perma- 
nently. 

'Sheridan District Ranger, Box 428, Sheri- 
dan, MT 59729 

— George Wuerthner 

Support Leghold Trap Ban 

Please write Representative Henry 
Waxman (Chairman, Subcommittee on 
Health and Environment, Commerce Com- 
mittee, US House of Representatives, Wash- 
ington, DC 20515) in support of a ban on 
leghold traps. Urge him to schedule hearings 
promptly on HR 4604, which would outlaw 
the steel jaw leghold trap. Your letters are 
urgently needed, for the fur industry is wag- 
ing a powerful fight against this bill. 

—Antoinette Dwinga, Carnegie, PA 

And Now, Pictured Roads 
National Lakeshore 

ed. note: The following is condensed from 
Midwest Headwaters Earth First! News (4- 
90). This fine newsletter "comes to you with 
amazing irregularity, 4-6 times a year, depend- 
ing on whether your editors feel there's enough 
news fit to print" (address inDirectory). A longer 
version of the article originally appeared in 
Green Net (4-90). 

Situated on the southern shore of Lake 
Superior is Pictured Rocks National Lake- 
shore. It stretches some 35 miles between the 
semi-resort towns Grand Marais and Muni- 
sing [in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula], and 
encompasses roughly 67,000 acres of forest 
and shoreline. 

The Lakeshore gets its name from the 
lofty sandstone cliffs which in places ascend 
200 feet from the lake. It is a wild place that 
evokes the spirit of the times when Indians, 
missionaries and voyageurs plied the waters 
of the Great Lakes in bark canoes. The water 
is still so clear that you can stand atop one of 
the craggy prominences today and drop a 
big, brightly colored piece of quartz or sand- 
stone into the lake below and watch it sink 
through the depths while you take three or 
four long breaths. 

The Pictured Rocks are contiguous with 
the Grand Sabel Dunes at the eastern end of 
the Lakeshore. The dunes are immense gla- 
cial deposits of sand that rise steeply from the 
lake as high as 300 feet, and stretch some 5 
miles in length. The dunes have been giving 
up secrets recently. Ghost forests, buried 
long ago at the end of the Pleistocene epoch, 
are just now starting to be uncovered by the 
continually shifting sands. 

Huge storms have battered the shore- 
line for millennia. Waves towering 40 feet 
have been known to sweep across Lake Supe- 
rior, the greatest expanse of fresh water in the 
world. 

Wave action has worn numerous caves 
into the face of the cliffs. In some places they 
are large enough to paddle into. Yet uplift 
and erosion of the varicolored sandstones are 
responsible for most of the tall scenic stacks 
and arches along the lakeshore. The inland 
lakes and valley are primarily products of the 
last glacial advance, roughly 10,000 years 
ago. 

The region's climate is humid and cold. 
Snowfall averages 135 inches per year. 
Sometimes pockets of snow can be found 
well into July near low shady areas of the 
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Great Lake. 

Although the park lies within the East- 
ern deciduous forest, parts of it appear bo- 
real. Large stands of White and Red Pine, and 
in many areas hemlock, fringe the lake and 
coat the inland terrain. While some hunting 
is allowed in the park, it can be argued that 
Black Bears occupy the top of the food chain. 
White-tailed Deer are prolific but have been 
declining in recent years. Bobcats, River 
Otters, and Porcupines are among the many 
other mammals that reside within the Lake- 
shore. 

A few sites in the park reflect the early 
influence of the iron, lumbering, and mari- 
time industries in the Upper Great Lakes. 
There is an old smelting furnace near Muni- 
sing. The Kingston Plains is a vast field of 
White Pine stumps, lasting evidence of the 
impacts of clearcutting and subsequent fire 
over 100 years ago. 

The National Lakeshore includes a 
working segment of the North Country Trail. 
When completed, the trail will stretch from 
New York to North Dakota. 

In most places the impact of humans 
upon the Lakeshore is hardly, if at all, evi- 
dent. It is bordered on an entire side by Lake 
Superior, and Michigan's Upper Peninsula 
has a low population density. Unfortu- 
nately, the wild integrity of the Lakeshore is 
now in danger from road-building. 

Seven roads, five of them paved, already 
make the Lakeshore accessible to motorized 
tourists. Most of these visitors come from 
downstate Michigan. 

The roads most traveled are county and 
state highways. The main route from Grand 
Marais at the east end of the park, to Muni- 
sing at the west end, is H-58. It runs parallel 
to the lakeshore through state forest. The 
National Park Service is distressed that it does 
not have direct control over the mainte- 
nance of the existing roads and that "access 
by a conventional vehicle is not available to 
all major features" of the Lakeshore. 

The administrators want to tear a new 
12-mile paved road through the largest wild 
area in the park. A 1981 management plan 
outlines lakeshore development in five 
phases at a total cost to taxpayers of more 
than $24 million (1980 dollars). Phases one 
through three have largely been carried out 
and have turned big chunks of forest into 
parking lots. 

The Park Service is currently drafting an 
environmental impact statement for the 
proposed road, the Beaver Basin Rim Road. 
The road would greatly diminish attempts to 
reintroduce species extirpated from the area 


like the Eastern Timber Wolf and Pine Mar- 
ten, both of which need large, unbroken 
parcels of habitat. Peregrine Falcons have 
recently returned to their high cliff aeries at 
Pictured Rocks after a devastating popula- 
tion decline (attributed to pesticide poison- 
ing). Road-building could harm this Endan- 
gered Species. 

The Piping Plover would also be af- 
fected. These small, rare shorebirds lay their 
eggs on the beach where they are left exposed 
and vulnerable for weeks. Their decline is 
attributed mainly to all-terrain vehicle use 
and unleashed dogs. The new road would 
run parallel to the longest stretch of beach in 
the Lakeshore for over five miles, as close as 
a quarter mile away from plover habitat. 

Many citizens have voiced opposition 
to the road. However, local civic figures 
believe it will draw more tourists to spend 
more money in Alger County, which it surely 
will. 

The EIS process is long. There is still 
time to save Pictured Rocks National Lake- 
shore from the motorized masses. Here's 
what you can do: 

Immediately contact Superintendent 
Grant Petersen, Pictured Rocks National 
Lakeshore, POB 40, Munising, MI 49862 
(906-387-2607) and express your opposi- 
tion to the Beaver Basin Rim Road. Ask to 
be put on the EIS mailing list forthis road. 
Urge him to close existing roads within 
the park and acquire land and easements 
to expand its boundaries. 

Write your US senators and represen- 
tative (US Senate, Washington, DC 20510; 
House of Representatives, DC 20515) and 
alert them to the road threatening Pic- 
tured Rocks. Ask them to draft legislation 
that would ban all road-building in our 
National Parks. 

Visit Pictured Rocks. Stop at Park 
Service headquarters on your way home 
and tell the bureaucrats how the proposed 
road would adversely affect the ecosys- 
tems of the Lake Superior shoreline and 
your enjoyment of them as a taxpayer and 
lover of unspoiled wilderness. 

— Rick Chamberlain 

Activists Blockade 
Wall Street 

The Wall Street Action of April 23, 
coordinated by a coalition of radical envi- 
ronmental movement people, was a study in 
positional frustration. The scale (human and 
financial) of Wall Street has to be experi- 
enced to be believed. An organized, non- 


violent civilly disobedient event involving 
2000-3000 people was reduced by the " statu s 
quo" to a paragraph buried on page B5 of the 
New York Times. As draining as it may seem, 
the only way the Wall Street juggernaut can 
be slowed to a sane pace and scale is by years 
of committed civil struggle. How much 
money did the taxpayers of New York City 
dish out to pay for roughly 3000 of NYPD's 
finest cops (who were, by the way, very 
professional and controlled in their behav- 
ior) and support equipment? Probably much 
more than they are willing to pay, especially 
on anything approaching a repeated basis. 

Invest wisely, folks. 

— Geeskaenh, GABEF! 

Yellow-billed Loon Survives 
... Barely 

After the Exxon Valdez oil spill in 
Alaska's Prince William Sound last spring, 
wildlife officials feared that the Yellow -billed 
Loon would face extinction as a result of 
deaths caused by exposure to toxic crude oil. 
Recent data suggest that the species is still 
extant in Alaska but cannot afford any other 
negative impacts. 

The Yellow-billed Loon, Gavia adamsii, 
is similar to the Common Loon, Gavia immer, 
but is distinguished by a larger, upturned 
bill, lighter in color than that of the Com- 
mon Loon. It ranges from the northern 
Soviet Union and northwest Canada in 
summer, to southeast Alaska in winter. It is 
found rarely as far south as Vancouver, Brit- 
ish Columbia. Prince William Sound is an 
important habitat for this loon as it migrates 
between summer and winter ranges. 

Worldwide, the Yellow-billed Loon 
numbers less than 10,000; Alaska numbers 
were believed to be less than 5000. Those 
individuals found in Prince William Sound 
during summer nest in northern Arctic re- 
gions, though exact nesting locations are 
unknown. 

According to Nancy Tankersly, of the 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game, 87 
Yellow-billed Loon carcasses were recovered 
in last year's Exxon Valdez oil spill clean-up 
activities. Sixty-nine unidentified loon car- 
casses were also recovered, some of which 
may be Yellow- billed Loons. The US Fish 
and Wildlife Service estimates that the 
number of birds recovered represents 10- 
30% of the total number of birds killed. 

"The Yellow-billed Loon population in 
Alaska has suffered significant damage from 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill," said Tankersly. 
"900 to 2600 animals represents a significant 


percentage of the known population of less 
than 5000 birds. But the species should be 
able to survive, if there are no further oil 
spills in Prince William Sound." 

Tankersly also noted that though nest 
site studies have not shown any significant 
drop in numbers in Alaska, the actual effect 
on the total population is unknown, since 
we do not know where the loons from Prince 
William Sound actually nest. 

The Yellow-billed Loon was the species 
hardest hit by the Exxon Valdez oil spill, in 
terms of percentage of total population. It 
serves as a metaphor for all species in Prince 
William Sound: They can survive this disas- 
ter IF there are no more oil spills. 

— Michael Lewis, Chugiak, AK 

James Bay Update 

A group of Inuit Eskimos and Cree Indi- 
ans recently paddled from the Great Whale 
River in Quebec south all the way to New 
York City to publicize their opposition to the 
proposed James Bay II project. They arrived 
during Earth Week and drew considerable 
media attention to the plight of James Bay 
(though, of course, far less attention than 
gained by the one [!] American hostage re- 
leased in Lebanon that week). Explaining 
that James Bay II would divert and dam 8 
rivers in northern Quebec to generate 1 1,000 
megawatts of electricity, they denounced the 
project on the grounds that it would further 
reduce waterfowl nesting sites, cause great 
amounts of carbon dioxide to be released 
into the atmosphere from rotting vegeta- 
tion, and contaminate fish with mercury. 
The following is an update on the fight 
against the James Bay II project from Jim 
Higgins of the New England Coalition for 
Energy Efficiency and the Environment. 
(See Jim's previous articles in the Journal for 
background information.) 

The Vermont Public Service Board has 
decided to delay its decision on whether to 
import power until the end of May, at the 
request of utilities. Hydro Quebec, or any 
company, must get an export license from 
Canada's National Energy Board to sell 
power outside Canada. The National Energy 
Board has said it will need 6 months to decide 
on Hydro Quebec's application to export 
energy to New York and Vermont. Enviipn- 
mental stipulations are attached to such a 
license, but they are weak. 

The Crees, the New York Sierra Cluband 
the New England Coalition for Energy Effi- 
ciency and the Environment will take legal 
continued on page 14 


Page 13 Earth First! June 21, 1990 




Tribal Lore. . . 


continued from page 13 

action against the NY Power Authority to 

stop the purchase. 

Much of James Bay II's power would go 
to aluminum smelters. Aluminum smelters 
in Quebec have already severely polluted the 
St. Lawrence River, decimating the Beluga 
Whale population and poisoning the Mo- 
hawk people on the Akwesasne Indian Reser- 
vation. Now Quebec wants to use James Bay 
power to run 3 new internationally financed 
smelters which would use 1000 megawatts — 
as much as power as the state of Vermont. 
Most of the aluminum is exported. 

The natives' voyage by odeyak (a 
boat said to be a cross between a kayak and a 
canoe) was a success in getting attention. It 
helped start a new network in New York and 
activated key people in Vermont. Also, the 
national Sierra Club has established a James 
Bay Task Force with US and Canadian 
membership. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

1) Pressure the politicians. Write to 
New York governor Mario Cuomo and 
Vermont governor Madeline Kunin and to 
US Congresspersons. Write Canada's 
Prime Minister, emphasizing native rights 
as well as environmental concerns. 
'Governor Cuomo, State Capitol, Albany, 
NY 12224 

'Governor Kunin, State Capitol, Montpe- 
lier, VT 05602 

'Prime Minister Brian Mulroney, Parlia- 
ment Bldg, Ottawa, Ontario, CANADA 

2) Makejames Bay an election issue in 
Vermont. Bemie Sanders, who is popular 
with progressives, is running for Congress. 
Former governor Snelling, who started the 
dastardly deal, is running for governor 
again. A utility lawyer, Louise McCarren, 
is running for lieutenant governor. We 
want to ask all candidates where they 
stand on this. 

3) Join forces with Canadians. A 
demonstration is planned for May 27 in 
Quebec City. For information on subse- 
quent actions, call Nicolas Calve at 514- 
270-0557. Also contact the James Bay 
Committee of the Green Energy Confer- 
ence, c/o Karamessines, 3565 Lorme Ave 
Apt 601, Montreal, Quebec H2X 2A5; 514- 
842-0552. 

4) Conduct research on corporate 
roles in James Bay. Who is investing? 
Where is the support in the US? How 
should we intervene on Wall Street? Who 
owns the utilities? How do they invest and 
use their money? How much do they 
spend on perks and advertising? Publicize 
this information. 

5) Network. Share information with 
environmental groups, churches and un- 
ions. Pressure the national groups 
(Audubon, Sierra Club, NRDC, etc.) to 
make this a priority issue. 

6) Promote conservation and energy 
efficiency. Push for laws mandating such. 

7) Stop using aluminum. Avoid alu- 
minum cans, foil, etc. 

8) Spread the word. Scarcely anyone 
in New York even knows where James Bay 
is. Send letters to editors, write articles, 
and otherwise disseminate the news. 

JAMES BAY II ACTION 

EF! in Canada is planning a MAJOR 
action against the JAMES BAY II project for 
late summer or early fall. If interested please 
contact us ASAP. Please tell others who 
might be interested. Watch this space for 
details on the action and ways you can assist. 
Contact us either through EMAIL at 
WEB:kaulbars, or write to Earth First!, Box 
4612, Sta "E, Ottawa, Ont. CANADA K1S 
5H8, or phone (613) 231-6507. 

— Mike Kaulbars, Ottawa EF! 

Vermont EF! Protests For 
Clean Air 

On May 20 at City Hall Park in Burling- 


ton, Vermont EF!ers and others demon- 
strated to express disapproval of the clean air 
bills making their way through the US Con- 
gress. As of May 20, the Senate has already 
passed a bill; the Bush-Dingell bill (HR 3030) 
will come up for floor debate, amendment, 
and voting soon. Both are weaker than 
current law in many respects, and both will 
continue to allow the increase of chemical 
poisons in the atmosphere — and in wildlife. 
While a number of strengthening amend- 
ments are scheduled in the House floor vot- 
ing, for the most part these will not restore 
the citizen standing and legal suit provisions 
featured under current law, the Clean Air Act 
Amendments of 1977 et. al.; they will vest 
too much discretionary standard-setting 
and permitting authority in the politically- 
appointed EPA administrator, and they do 
not require health-based emissions limits for 
air toxics until 2003. The Bush administra- 
tion, furthermore, is likely to oppose any 
strengthening amendments with a veto 
threat. 

The Congressional leadership, the 
President, and even some Washington envi- 
ronmental lobbyists seem determined to 
pass a clean air bill this year. Senator J effords, 
a member of the Environment and Public 
Works Committee, agreed to the Bush-Sen- 
ate leadership compromise and voted 
against some of the fairly good strengthen- 
ing amendments on the Senate floor. He 
needs to hear from us. Congressman Peter 
Smith, being a Republican, will be under 
pressure from the administration to vote 
against alterations to the Bush-Dingell bill. 
He needs to know that Vermonters will not 
stand for it. Most importantly, we need to 
inform people that the clean air bill they 
have been expecting, one that deals effec- 
tively with acid rain, ozone, toxics, nitrogen 
oxides, heavy metals, smog, fuel efficiency, 
carbon dioxide, and visibility has been 
wiped off the agenda in favor of a public 
relations gambit. 

The hour is late. As long-time labor and 
environmental activist Richard Grossman 
put it, "it would be better to end up with no 
law this spring but with an educated, aroused 
nation, than to get a worthless law which 
lulls the public into complacency.” A few 
"swing" votes by some supposedly environ- 
mentally-oriented Senators here in New 
England, Mitchell, Chafee, and Jeffords, who 
thus far have gone along to get along, could 
derail a bad bill or force the rewrite of the 
worst sections of HR 3030. 

— Erik Sohlberg, Vermont EF! 
ed. note: The House of Representatives has 
passed a "clean air ' bill. The relevant Senate 
and House committees will soon meet to consoli- 
date their two different bills into a final bill to 
send to the President. Both versions are inade- 
quate and readers should tell their congressper- 
sons so. 

Commerce Dept. Harasses 
Sea Shepherd Leader 

ed. note: In what clearly was not an 
incidental take, the Department of Commerce, 
via its National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS), recently arrested the director of Sea 
Shepherd Hawaii, Paul von Hartmann, for alleg- 
edly approaching too close to a Humpback 
Whale. The reports below are adapted from 
news releases by Paul von Hartmann. We urge 
readers to write letters to the Department of 
Commerce (14th Street NW, Washington, DC 
20230) protesting their harassment of the Sea 
Shepherd leader, and demanding that they halt 
exploitation of cetaceans, in accordance with 
Hartmann's suggestions below. We also urge 
readers to send contributions to Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society, the most effective cetacean 
defense group in the world. — JD 

In April the Department of Commerce 
(also known as National Marine Fisheries 
Service) spent thousands of tax dollars to 
prosecute the director of Sea Shepherd 
Hawaii. Rather than comment overmuch on 
the feeble effort to smear my reputation as an 
effective defender of marine mammals, I will 
trust people to decide for themselves why six 
Commerce Department employees were 
flown to Maui, the week after Earth Day, for 
a show that was maliciously reported by the 


Maui News. 

Prior to this, on 11 April 1989, I had 
photographed the Pacific Whale Foundation 
whalewatching vessel. Lady Anne, recklessly 
approach a pod of Humpback Whales. At the 
surface, traveling in a tightly grouped, highly 
interactive configuration, the whales were 
assaulted in what was the most flagrant vio- 
lation of the Federal Endangered Species Act 
and the Marine Mammal Protection Act that 
I have ever witnessed. 

In addition to the 19 sequential slides, 
which clearly show several reference points, 
the backs and blows of the whales, an obvi- 
ous wake behind the Lady Anne, and the 
name of the boat, I also turned in two written 
affidavits and the names of four people who 
witnessed the incident. The NMFS declined 
to prosecute the Pacific Whale Foundation 
because "they could not find any evidence to 
substantiate" my allegations. What a hoot! 

In the meantime. I've been charged 
with whale encroachment, and slandered in 
the Earth Day 1990 edition of the Maui News, 
which reported that I had "harassed" whales. 
This was in an article printed directly under 
an article and photograph showing Tai- 
wanese fishermen throwing broken beer 
bottles into the neck of a Pseudorca Dolphin. 

As possibly the only witness in a State 
Senate investigation of the Pacific Whale 
Foundation’s exploitation of marine mam- 
mals, with irrefutable evidence demonstrat- 
ing collusion between the Commerce De- 
partment and Pacific Whale Foundation , it 
is easy to see why it is important to damage 
my reputation. With PWF providing the 
"scientific" perspective needed by the Com- 
merce Department to maintain control of 
the marine environment in Hawaii, at a time 
when several billion dollars worth of devel- 
opment depends on non-enforcement of the 
Endangered Species Act and the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act, it is crucial to the 
future of marine mammal exploitation that 
PWF not be revealed. 

It is also necessary that Dolphin Quest 
at the Hyatt Waikaloa not be revealed as a 
front for the Dolphin Slave Trade run by 
"Dr." Jay Sweeney, part owner of Dolphin 
Quest, part owner of Dolphin Services Inter- 
national, and primary dolphin supplier for 
the US Navy. Sweeney is liberally permitted 
by NMFS, as is the entire dolphin capture 
industry. NMFS has issued 99.4% of dolphin 
capture permits applied for since 1972. 

Likewise it is crucial that the effects of 
laying a 500 megawatt cable through the 
Humpback Whale birthing, breeding, and 
rearing waters be downplayed or ignored. 
And it’s important that the expansion of 
Maalaea Harbor, located in the Humpbacks' 
breeding area, go ahead without a new Envi- 
ronmental Impact Statement, the one done 
ten years ago being deemed sufficient by the 
Army Corps of Engineers. Let's not forget the 
intrusive whalewatching industry, which, at 
most, receives warnings from NMFS, instead 
of citations, for obvious violations of the 
laws 

Has anyone stopped to wonder why 
there are no marine sanctuaries in the only 
island state this country owns? In 1982 the 
government and local "researchers” let the 
marine sanctuary program for Hawaii qui- 
etly die, enabling Commerce to retain con- 
trol of the marine resources. Using vague, 
incomplete, selectively enforced regula- 
tions, the Department of Commerce contin- 
ues to exploit the ocean environment, ma- 
nipulate research data, and subvert the ef- 
forts of the growing number of activists 
struggling for what marine life is left. With 
the availability of scientists who participate 
in the good work of the Marine Mammal 
Commission, with the elevation of the 
somewhat suspect Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency to a Cabinet position, and with 
the momentumof environmental awareness 
and desire for change sweeping the people of 
the United States and the world, there is no 
reason to tolerate the conflict of interest 
inherent in allowing the Commerce Depart- 
ment to retain control of enforcement of the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act. 

— Paul J. von Hartmann, Director, Sea 
Shepherd Hawaii, POB 2147, Kihei, Maui 
96753 


Misinformation Perpetu- 
ates Dolphin Slave Trade 

The primary difference between brain- 
washing and education is the intent of those 
doing the teaching. The Dolphin Slave Trade 
exists because the information being distrib- 
uted to a vast audience is intentionally 
flawed. By providing the caring public with 
a skewed perspective on dolphin captivity, 
touting the benefits of "education" and 
"research," hiding the atrocities committed, 
and simultaneously building a powerful 
economic structure, the buying, selling, 
death and perversion are established. 

As one of the most effective brainwash- 
ing programs at orchestrating public support 
for dolphin slavery, the Dolphin Quest Ceta- 
cean Exploitation Concession at the Hyatt 
Waikaloa, in Kona, Hawai'i, plays a key role 
in keeping the cetacean skin trade profitable. 
Condoned by scientific authorities who 
depend on the Waikaloa Marine Life Fund 
for research money and permitted liberally 
by the National Marine Fisheries Service (a 
subdivision and financial dependent of the 
Commerce Dept.), dolphin exploitation 
feeds off a growing credibility. Because 
people trust the scientific community, want- 
ing to believe science can save us from envi- 
ronmental catastrophe, and because the 
conflict of interest between promoting 
commerce and protecting marine mammals 
is unclear to most people, Dolphin Quest's 
owners continue to get rich from the suffer- 
ing and death of dolphins in captivity. 

It matters not to Dr. Sweeney (half 
owner of Dolphin Quest) that Atlantic Bot- 
tlenose Dolphins in the shallow bays of the 
Florida Gulf stay with their mothers for 3-6 
years before joining sub-adult groups, then 
return to the their maternal pods after birth- 
ing babies of their own. Sweeney and other 
dolphin slavers prefer female dolphins 2-3 
years old, effectively culling the healthy 
young animals from the population, result- 
ing in overall decline in health for the wild 
dolphins left behind. This reverse, or un- 
natural, selection can result in a lower toler- 
ance to disease, a higher rate of recessive gene 
introduction in the wild breeding popula- 
tion, and severe disruption of the complex 
social hierarchy which is the foundation of 
dolphin survival. None of this is mentioned 
in Dolphin Quest's "educational" literature. 

The twisted appeal for money that 
Dolphin Quest distributes is prefaced by a 
description of Hawaiian Spinner Dolphins. 
Dolphin Quest gives information on the 
now highly visible (after being exposed by 
Sam LaBudde's work with the Marine Mam- 
mal Fund and Earthtrust, as well as by film 
that Sea Shepherd acquired) purse seine and 
drift net slaughter of marine mammals. A 
key word [Eastern] is left out of Dolphin 
Quest's material, which implies a relation- 
ship between the Hawaiian Spinner Dolphin 
and the Spinner Dolphins caught in the tuna 
nets, when it is stated that "Tuna fishermen 
have long made use of this association in the 
tropical Pacific." 

Thus begins the manipulation of the 
caring public. On the second page, people 
are informed that the respected "University 
of California at Santa Cruz is conducting a 
study of Hawaiian Spinner Dolphins off the 
Kona Coast of the Big Island. This project has 
two main objectives: 

"1. To help provide a solution to the 
high mortality of dolphins ... caught in the 
nets of tuna fishing industry.” (Here again it 
is implied that Hawaiian Spinners are in- 
volved.) 

"2. To observe these dolphins underwa- 
ter in order to gain more knowledge about 
their organization, behaviors, and vocaliza- 
tions." 

Then the vessel being developed, which 
will enable Jay Sweeney to capture pelagic 
dolphins in Hawaii, is described: "To over- 
come the difficulty of studying wild spinner 
dolphins, an underwater viewing vessel is 
presently being fitted, thanks to funding by 
Dolphin Quest, the Hyatt Regency Waikaloa, 
the Waikaloa Marine Life Fund, and private 
sponsors. At present, even the sophisticated 
sonar of the spinner dolphins cannot detect 
the deadly driftnets, but further study may 
reveal a way to mark the nets so that the 
dolphins may 'see' them acoustically." This 
statement reintroduces drift nets, confusing 
people who don't know the difference be- 
tween purse seine nets and drift nets and the 
way they are fished. 

It is obvious that the vessel described 
would also allow Sweeney to capture dol- 
phins previously out of his reach. This is 
critical to his Dolphin Services International 
business because he's been shut out of the 
Gulf of Mexico by Sea Shepherd volunteers, 
Ric O 'Barry's Dolphin Project, Representa- 
tive Porter Goss, and Florida Governor Bob 
Martinez. Even Sweeney's dolphin shopping 
sprees to Japan are coming under fire for 
financially supporting the dolphin slaughter 
at Iki Island, where hundreds of the gentle 
creatures are herded into shallow bays and 
butchered, as Sweeney stands by choosing 
the animals he wants. 




A pregnant Pseudorca that Sweeney 
took to a Texas marine park in April of 1989 
aborted within three days and died a month 
later. Two Risso's Dolphins he bought were 
sold to the Navy, presumably destined for 
sentry duty in Bangor, Washington, where 
Trident nuclear submarines are kept. The 
two may still be in Honolulu, but Navy 
secrecy about their "swimmer nullification, " 
killer-dolphin training program precludes 
finding out where they are being kept. The 
female Pseudorca was necropsied by a veteri- 
narian from "Equine Adjusters," an insur- 
ance company dealing in race horses. So 
unfamiliar with cetacean physiology was the 
horse doctor that she sent the dolphin's 
lymph nodes out to the lab as "suspicious 
masses" for biopsy! 

Dolphin Quest's "educational" mate- 
rial finishes with a section on "HOW TO 
HELP THE HAWAIIAN SPINNER DOLPHIN," 
which completes the process of extracting 
funds from people who love dolphins but do 
not realize they are funding technology that 
will be used to capture them alive. The page 
ends with a bibliography of respected marine 
scientists, at least two of whom are on 
Sweeney's payroll. I believe they are moti- 
vated by legitimate scientific curiosity — 
right or wrong as that might be in justifying 
harassment of marine mammals — but I also 
understand that the scientific community is 
held hostage by the dolphin slavers upon 
whom they depend for money to do their 
research. 

The misinformational intent of the 
"educational" material should be obvious. 
By reiterating, subtly, the implied relation- 
ship between Hawaiian Spinner Dolphins 
and the purse seine fishery responsible for 
the slaughter of dolphins in the Eastern 
Tropical Pacific, and claiming to be research- 
ing "net release techniques," Dolphin Quest 
is shamelessly capitalizing on dolphin 
slaughter to perpetuate dolphin slavery. 

By presenting the half-starved, still 
smiling dolphins to the public in a context 
that most people interpret as comfortable for 
the dolphins, the true nature of dolphin 
slavery is effectively hidden. When the 
people who have supported the Waikaloa 
Marine Life Fund's sinister research into” 
dolphin capture technology eventually learn 
what they've donated money to, their dis- 
trust of legitimate environmental efforts will 
be galvanized. 

The recent victory in the tuna/dolphin 
war is a good example of what happens when 
the farmer comes home to find the fox guard- 
ing the hen house. While the Commerce 
Department allowed the slaughter of dol- 
phins to continue, the people grew in their 
understanding of the situation. The conflict 
of interest between protecting the dolphins, 
by NMFS enforcement of the Marine Mam- 
mal Protection Act, and promoting commer- 
cial exploitation of natural resources, which 
is what the Department of Commerce was 
created to do, is no longer tenable. Enforce- 
ment of the MMPA must be put into the 
hands of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, or under the jurisdiction of the 
Marine Mammal Commission who truly 
have the interests of the whales, dolphins 
and seals at heart. 

— Paul J. von Hartmann 

American River Needs 
Letters 

The continuing threat of an Auburn 
Dam project recently elevated California's 
American River to the list of the ten "most 
endangered” rivers in the nation. In an effort 
to preserve this wonderful natural resource, 
the Sacramento-based American River Coali- 
tion is campaigning to have much of the 
river system designated as part of an Ameri- 
can River National Recreation Area. 

The proposed recreation area would 
include almost 100 miles of the American 
River system, from near its headwaters in the 
Sierra to its confluence with the Sacramento 
River not far from the state capitol. 

Also included would be more than 80,000 
acres of wildlife habitat, recreation lands, 
historic and cultural sites. 

The Bureau of Land Management re- 
cently finished studying the river's North, 
Middle and South Forks to see if they qualify 
for recreation area status. The final report is 
due in September, but public comment will 
be accepted only until 15 July 1990. 

Before July 15, write to the state direc- 
tor of BLM in support of a national recrea- 
tion area. In your letter, say that the 
proposed American River National Rec- 
reation Area must include free-flowing 
waters of the North, Middle and South 
Forks. Ask to be put on the BLM mailing 
list. (This assures you an opportunity to be 
heard.) 

Write Edward L. Hastey, State Direc- 
tor, BLM, 2800 Cottage Way, Room E- 
2841, Sacramento, CA 95825. For more 
information, contact the American River 
Coalition's Sacramento office at 909 12th 
St, Suite 207A, Sacramento, CA 95814; 
916-448-1045. 


Court Stops PL from 
Logging All Species Grove 

In May, Humboldt County Superior 
Court Judge William Ferroggiaro Jr. issued a 
temporary restraining order preventing Pa- 
cific Lumber from further logging in All 
Species Grove. All Species Grove is a 400 acre 
stand of virgin ancient Coast Redwoods lo- 
cated northeast of Fortuna at the confluence 
of Bell Creek and Lawrence Creek. PL pro- 
posed to cut 1 86 acres of this stand in timber 
harvesting plan (THP) 1-90-069 HUM. 

"EPIC is suing to gain enforcement of 
the laws which protect wildlife. Numerous 
species of old-growth dependent wildlife are 
being driven to extinction by logging plans 
such as this one. The law is being broken by 
the timber companies on a regular basis. 
EPIC lacks the resources to file lawsuits on 
more than a tiny percentage of these many 
logging plans," explained Robert Suther- 
land, Litigation Coordinator for EPIC (Envi- 
ronmental Protection Information Center). 

"We are suing because PL refused to 
provide site-specific surveys for such imper- 
iled species as the marbled murrelet, the red 
tree vole, the goshawk, the spotted owl and 
the Pacific fisher," said Cecelia Lanman of 
EPIC’S Board of Directors. 

"In 1989 alone, the Department of For- 
estry approved 8206 acres of logging plans 
for PL, yet none of these were litigated by 
EPIC or any other group. 1880 of these acres 
were virgin old-growth worth, according to 
PL's own figures, a minimum of 
$65,936,469. The company claims to be 
hurting economically. If so, why did owner 
Charles Hurwitz choose to pay himself the 
outrageous sum of $8 million in salary last 
year?" asked Charles Powell, consultant to 
EPIC. PL was bought out in 1985 by 
MAXXAM Corporation, and both are now 
controlled by Hurwitz, a Texas financier. 

PL earlier this year negotiated a morato- 
rium with Representative Doug Bosco, State 
Assemblyman Dan Hauser, and State Senator 
Barry Keene. PL reportedly agreed not to cut 
the Headwaters Forest, providing environ- 
mentalists would not engage in excessive 
litigation against them. [As explained in the 
March issue of EF! foumai, this agreement fell 
apart when PL illegally cut a road into Head- 
waters Forest. — ed.] 

PL currently has 20 other THPs in prog- 
ress. PL has greatly increased their cut in 
recent years, according to a PL's chief for- 
ester, from about 160 million board feet per 
year in the early 80s to about 320 million 
board feet per year in recent years. 

—EPIC, Box 397, Garberville, CA 
95440. 

L.A. EF! Update 

One Saturday in March, 20 activists met 
in a parking lot several blocks from the 
Toluca Lake home of comedian Bob Hope. 
We marched with signs and banners along 
Moorpark Street until we reached Hope's 
brick-wall-protected mansion, then lined up 
along the street. Protesters amicably con- 
versed with three strapping Hope employees 
at a table offering canned soda pop which we 
politely refused. 

One protester wore a Bob Hope mask. 
Softshoe street comedy ensued as cars slowed 
and stopped in front of Hope's mansion, and 
took our literature. This prompted the al- 
most laughing police to tell us, "Don’t stop 
them." Surrogate Bob said, "We’re not stop- 


ping them — they're stopping, for us." Soon 
we faced possible arrest for making the police 
laugh. Out of context even here, a barnyard 
porker in a Sherlock Holmes hat rewrote 
scriptures in oral street verse: "A bad comic 
who ruins the good land is an abomination, 
but a good comedian who gives generously 
to parks and preservation is liken unto a 
jewel in the throne of Heaven." 

The issue was Hope's plan to sell land to 
develop a golf course by filling in one of the 
last coastal canyons north of the main part of 
Los Angeles. This is only part of Hope’s 
extensive holdings coveted for their remain- 
ing wildlands in the badly decimated Santa 
Monica Mountains. 

Hope never showed his face, but our 20 
protesters were David to the Goliath of Bob's 
world of Hollywood giants. It seems our 
protest, organized by new L.A. EF! leaders, 
helped halt one of the worst projects of latter 
day Hollywood as it tries to take everything 
with it in its self-prophesied fall. Day in and 
out here we have seen the mountains and 
rivers of Hollywood's kingdoms turned into 
housing, dumps, and golf courses with their 
greens eating up Mono Lake and gathering 
up toxins as they make the malathion run 
through the sewers into heavily polluted 
Santa Monica Bay. 

The sacred lands in question here were 
2408 acres of undeveloped land at Jordan 
Ranch in Agoura Hills. It appears that the 
planned golf course and 1152 home subdivi- 
sion were stopped; but sacred lands are still in 
question, as the wild grapes are crushed with 
wild sage into the wine of compromise. 
"Lower density" housing will be built in the 
area. Hope donated a little less than 200 
acres from Corral Canyon. The Santa 
Monica Mountains Conservancy (which 
holds some lands after purchase for parkland 
and may trade or sell some) purchased about 
5000 acres near Hope’s holdings, and an- 
other 200 acres in China Flats. Fifty critical 
acres of the "last major" coastal canyon in 
the L.A. area were lost in the exchange, and 
access will be granted for heavy development 
elsewhere. 

To some conservationists fighting ur- 
ban encroachment on California wilderness, 
the deal is a mistake because the 50 acres 
conceded to Hope are a gateway to massive 
development. So, when we tear down Los 
Angeles for experimental restoration of pos- 
sible Grizzly habitat, there maybe no need to 
start with the Hope home. Meanwhile, L.A. 
EF! is waiting for the studio decision on our 
script: "The Little Bulldozer That Couldn't," 
adapted from the old children's classic "The 
Little Train That Could." 

In another action, L.A. EF! hung a 20 
foot banner, saying "GEORGIA PACIFIC — 
OUT OF THE RAINFOREST," the day before 
Earth Day, at the steps to the Los Angeles 
County Museum of Natural History, which 
was showing the Smithsonian Institute's 
Rainforest Show. The following day about 
30,000 members of an unclearly motivated 
human race were leafleted with world eco- 
catastrophe comics by a coyote in front of a 
shrine for American wilderness, and by oth- 
ers moving through the crowds and Earth 
Day tents. 

Otherwise we're still here in the pits, 
bad-mouthing corporations, speaking at 
schools and Hollywood institutions, and 
doing media through the glitz and glitter of 
the silver screen shining and rotting in the 
desert. 

— Peter Bralver and Sandra Behm, 


L.A. EF! 

ed. note: Peter is taking a leave of absence from 
organizing demonstrations in L.A., as he is in- 
volved in Redwood Summer. For information on 
actions in southern CA, call or write the other 
contacts in the area. 

Snake Oil Spill Shows 
Snake Skinners Stink 

In April, as if to mock Earth Day 1990, 
Alamogordo, New Mexico and the Otero 
County fairgrounds sponsored the third 
annual Rattlesnake Extravaganza. In the 
weeks prior to the event, snakes were 
"rounded up" by spraying gasoline into 
winter hibernation dens — destroying the 
snakes' lungs, causing pneumonia and se- 
vere tissue damage, and rendering these dens 
unusable. The displacement and local ex- 
tinction of rattlesnakes will cause rodent 
populations to explode, promoting further 
use of pesticides. 

The Extravaganza News has made he- 
roes of the "responsible citizens" who de- 
stroy the pests that could kill pets, livestock 
or even (hopefully a few) children. The News 
said, "the responsible Southwesterner takes 
an active role in helping aid the balance of 
nature by participating in the annual RAT- 
TLESNAKE EXTRAVAGANZA....'' 

The event drew the regular crowd of 
gawkers and professional snake assassins, as 
well as the venomous attention of animal 
rights demonstrators and several covert ac- 
tivists posing as rednecks. While the demon- 
strators stood outside shouting slogans and 
handing out anti-roundup fliers, activists 
spiriting butyric acid cased the building for 
places to leave their mark. The swamp cool- 
ers on the roof looked good, but lacked cover 
(until "earth nite"), so we went inside to 
witness the herpicide, and this is what we 
found: 

A snake pit contained 50 or more rat- 
tlers. Children were teasing the snakes into 
striking at balloons tied to fishing poles. An 
announcer described the proper way to 
handle snakes. Adjacent to the main pit were 
the milking booth, where the snake venom is 
extracted before death, and the snake petting 
pit. Exhibitors were swapping snake parts, 
weapons, ammunition, and, of course, sto- 
ries about who gets the $100 reward for the 
biggest rattler. The cafeteria in the next 
room was doing a brisk business selling 
chunks of deep fried fresh killed snake ... 
until we showed up. 

About 2 tablespoons of the vile sub- 
stance was dumped and immediately the 
smell of puke and rotting meat began work- 
ing on the nostrils and stomachs of the fair 
goers. More was splashed around the snake 
pits, and the announcer, who had been de- 
scribing what incredible risks the handlers 
were taking, now was telling the audience 
that the odor they smelled was from the 
scared snakes. The effectiveness of the bu- 
tyric acid was evident: The cafeteria stopped 
selling snake snacks, and my companions 
were almost revolted enough by the minute 
amount spilled on my hands to make me ride 
on the roof. 

— Howler 

CO EF! Protests Killing of 
Four Wolves 

Last fall, the US Fish and Wildlife Serv- 
ice (FWS) captured four Gray Wolves that 
had strayed out of their designated "recovery 
areas" in Montana, drugged them, displayed 
them to the press, then relocated them. 
Three died as a result. More recently, they 
sent up a helicopter gunship to blow away a 
fourth wolf. EF'.ers with the Montana Wolf 
Action Group (WAG) tried to scare the wolf 
away to safety but were too late. [See wolf 
update last issue.] 

There are millions of cows in Montana, 
many on public land. There are a few wolves, 
crossing over from Canada and reclaiming 
their ancient territory now that the 150-year 
slaughter of their kind is supposed to be over. 
But alas, the agency that for decades was 
given the task of wiping out predators, Preda- 
tor And Rodent Control (PARC), mutated 
into the Fish & Wildlife Service. Its mandate 
changed, but not its mindset. 

Section 10 of the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA) allows the killing of Endangered 
Species for scientific reasons or otherwise to 
help the species survive. This clause was 
apparently written as an emergency measure 
to prevent the spread of infectious disease 
throughout the population of an Endan- 
gered Species. But FWS is using it as a 
substitute for law enforcement. They reason 
that since ranchers oppose wolf recovery and 
may shoot wolves, they can be placated by 
the agency killing "problem wolves” first. 
FWS says more wolves will be killed as "re- 
covery" progresses in Montana. 

FWS's plan is to get a minimum number 
of wolves confined to the three designated 
Northern Rockies recovery areas: northwest 
Montana, central Idaho, and Yellowstone. 
But these areas will soon be wilderness is- 
continued on page 16 
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continued from page 15 
lands at current rates of logging and road 
construction, which won't allow for contin- 
ued wolf evolutionary adaptation in re- 
sponse to changing conditions (such as the 
greenhouse catastrophe). The wolf recovery 
plan does not address the needs of entire 
ecosystems, from the San Juans to the North 
Cascades, for wolf predation on natural 
ungulates and on weedy, invasive animals 
such as cows and sheep. 

In response to this slaughter of wolves 
and the subversion of the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act, Earth First! visited the FWS regional 
office in Lakewood, Colorado. We wanted 
an end to the wolf killings, an expansion of 
the recovery areas to include all the wolf's 
former range, and the immediate resignation 
of the officials who directed the killings, 
including regional director Galen Buter- 
baugh. 

Finding the stuffed corpse of a Golden 
Eagle in the public relations foyer, 1 chained 
myself to a desk by it and set up my "stop 
killing endangered species" sign. The group 
then explained our demands to the startled 
p.r. spokeshuman. We sang songs (Crosby, 
Stills, Nash & Young’s classic "four wolves 
have been shot down") and gave media in- 
terviews as we eagerly awaited the arrival of 
G. Butterballs himself to announce his resig- 
nation and repentance and to pledge his 
(former) agency's new pro-wolf policy. Un- 
fortunately, Galen developed a sudden case 
of "urgent appointmentitis" and didn't 
show his face. Instead he sent out an under- 
ling to beg us to leave. In this person's 15 
minute appearance he never uttered the 
word ‘wolf. 

Several hours later 1 was arrested, and 
shortly thereafter released pending trial on 
"petty offense" charges. The action served 
notice on FWS that killing Endangered Spe- 
cies is not a petty offense, and that we will 
not abide this slaughter. If needed we'll be 
back. 

Protest to Galen Buterbaugh, FWS, 
POB 25486, Denver Federal Center, Den- 
ver 80225. 

In related news, despite receiving hun- 
dreds of letters requesting a bill for wolf 
reintroduction in Colorado, Representative 
David Skaggs has turned us down. While 
keeping up the pressure on Skaggs, it may 
also be time to warn the state Division of 
Wildlife that their opposition to Gray Wolf 
and Grizzly Bear recovery will not be toler- 
ated. So many shitheads; so little time ... 

— Michael Robinson, CO EF! 

Bowen Gulch Faces a 
Big Gulp 

Bowen Gulch is an ancient forest on the 
headwaters of the Colorado River between 
10,000 and 11,000 feet on the western 
boundary of Rocky Mountain National Park 
and a quarter mile from the Never Summer 
Wilderness Area. Louisiana Pacific wants to 
cut it down for wood pulp and one inch thick 
boards. [See back issues for background. — 
ed.) Trees there include huge Engelmann 
Spruce and Subalpine Fir. The lush under- 
growth, a rare species of wood frog, River 
Otters, and other rare plants and animals 
make this place very special. 

Road-building may begin any time, 
possibly in July. Logging, by contract with 
the Forest Service, can only occur from Au- 
gust through March. This is a winter sale to 
"minimize" environmental degradation of 
the fragile wetlands and meadows. 

This sale was set up during the reign of 
J .B . Crowell, appointed Assistant Secretary of 
Agriculture (over the Forest Service Chief) by 
Ronald Reagan in 1981. Crowell was the 
head lawyer for Louisiana Pacific at that 
time. Administrative appeals, doomed from 
the start, were exhausted in 1988. Cutting 
started in August 1989. EFlers sat in trees in 
August. They blockaded, then protested and 
prayed for a precision earthquake on the 
State Capitol in October. A road grader was 
monkeywrenched in late October or early 
November. The local contract loggers imme- 
diately pulled their equipment out. Tony 
Colter of LP in Deer Lodge, Montana, said: 
"We'll be back," and “We're gonna log 
Bowen Gulch as a memorial for Earth First!” 

Over 1000 letters have been sent to 
Senator Tim Wirth and he says he is on our 
side; similarly for Representative Skaggs. 
Both have sent letters to the FS Regional 
Forester, Gary Cargill, who has the power to 
stop the cut. We are having a rally at the 
Bowen-Baker trailhead in Rocky Mountain 
National Park at noon on 1 July 1990. The 
rally is to be legal. 

LP is pissed at EF! They don't listen to 
the SierTa Club, the Colorado Mountain 
Club, Senator Wirth or Congressional repre- 
sentatives. They don't listen to the Depart- 
ment of Natural Resources, which wants LP 
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to wait a year so an endangered plant survey 
can be done. They don't even list to the 
Forest Service which has asked them to re- 
consider the sale and alternative compensa- 
tion. The road builder has been notified that 
this is a politically sensitive job. He has been 
offered compensation by the FS to not go in 
this year, if he cannot get other work to 
replace the Bowen Gulch. All local loggers 
are aware of the situation. 

EFlers on their way to or from the Round 
River Rendezvous should visit the area. The 
timber sale area is on the Bowen Mountain 
quadrangle of the USGS topographic map 
series. It is near the town of Grand Lake. It 
can be reached by taking Colorado 4 (dirt 
road) which leaves Highway 34 west of 
Grand Lake just opposite the Dilly Docks (a 
store). On Colorado 4 bear right at the first 
main fork in the road, and bear right at two 
more forks thereafter. Ignore any small 
timber or firewood sale roads and also the 
logging road that comes in from the right 
and leads to Supply Creek. It has been our 
experience that any drivers who have shown 
an interest in the Bowen Gulch timber sale 
are contacted by the Grand County Sheriffs 
Department within minutes of parking their 
vehicle in that area. Illegal searches are often 
done — even if you park at the Bowen-Baker 
trailhead inside Rocky Mountain National 
Park. If you get lost or want help finding the 
sale contact (in Boulder) Jim Morris Environ- 
mental T-Shirts, 303-444-6430. Somebody 
there should be able to help you. 

Help! Save Bowen Gulch! 

— Ed Hammer, POB 2381, Boulder, CO 
80306 

ed. note: COEFI's Walkabout newsletter is still 
requesting letters on behalf of Bowen Gulch: 
PleasewriteTim Wirth, US Senate, Washington, 
DC 205 10 and Gary Cargill, Regional Forester, 
Box 25127, Lakewood, CO 80225-0127. Tell 
them to protect the area as Wilderness, close and 
rehabilitate nearby roads, and reintroduce or 
enhance populations of Gray Wolves, Grizzly 
Bears, Wolverines, Lynx, and Pine Martens. 

Since the above article was written, more 
actions have been planned for July and people are 
asked to stop en route to the RRR. For informa- 
tion call Norbert 303-786-9460 or Chris or Mary 
Ann 303-499-4141. 

San Diego EF! Had A Party! 

Amid questions such as "who was sup- 
posed to get a notice in the Journal?" and 
"didn't you bring the recycling barrels?'', the 
San Diego (Southern CA) rendezvous hap- 
pened. The good folks at Zendick Farm had 
alerted us to their intentions to hold a fund- 
raiser for the Arizona Four’s court costs, and 
it was decided to have a rendezvous at the 
same time. Three hundred notices were sent 
out to folks from San Diego to Santa Barbara, 
resulting in the arrival of two people besides 
us four organizers. 

So, by my count, we had six EFlers and 
something like 600 orange haired punks 
there for the music (is that what that noise 
was 7). A good deal of cash was made from T- 
shirts and requested entrance donations, so 
there were some positive by-products of the 
rendezvous. (Hey, we got to camp in a flower 
covered field among the chaparral shrubs 
drinking beer and eating beans. What more 
do ya’ need?) 

We were surprised by the number of 
kids that hung around on Sunday (Mothers 
Day, ancestor worship) for the Mon- 
keywrenching and Biodiversity Project 
workshops. The highlight of the Biodiversity 
workshop came when an Endangered Coast 
Horned Lizard scurried across the middle of 
the circle. After the workshops, twenty 
people gathered to discuss the next day's 
action plan. We gave people vague ideas as 
to possible scenarios, but never said exactly 
what we had in mind. A time and meeting 
place was set. ' 

DOWNTOWN (City Building) Joy! The 
twenty actually came. People were quickly 
informed that our target was the Pardee 
Development Company (Weyerhaeuser). 
Pardee is one of the slimiest developers in the 
country. The plan was to Inhabit their office 
until the cops arrived, then leave since we 
had no willing arrestees. It went something 
like that. We moved into the office, not 
stopping at the secretary, and went straight 
for the back offices where the big boys reside. 
The walls were instantly papered with 
"Developers, GO BUILD IN HELL" stickers, 
and conversation was brisk with the suited 
yuppies. Then one of the suits locked the 
door in an effort to hold us for the police. 
However, he blew it when he opened it for 
security; the door was wrenched from his 
grasp and held open for our escape. 

The action was short, and energy still 
ran high. Someone found the address of 
another land-raping local developer, McMil- 
lan Company, and we were off for action #2. 

We were getting good. The folks at 
McMillan had no idea we were coming. The 
plan was to head for back offices again, but 
once we were in the lobby, someone shouted 
"BOARD MEETING." And so it was. Twenty 
orange haired radicals swept into a McMillan 
board meeting. Again, stickers were stuck 


and rhetoric exchanged. Members of the 
board, including Scott McMillan, left, and as 
we filed out, an entire bottle of skunk scent 
was hurled across the room. We were off and 
running. 

That should keep them on their toes for 
awhile.... 

AMA Sues BLM 

The Bureau of Land Management has 
canceled four big cross-country ORV races, 
including the Barstow-Vegas race [Barstow, 
California, to Los Vegas, Nevada], and de- 
nied a permit for a 1990 Barstow-Vegas. The 
American Motorcyclist Association subse- 
quently sued BLM for failure to follow proce- 
dures. (The court apparently interprets a 
1983 Desert Plan amendment to confer a 
right on AMA to run their races.) The Sierra 
Club Legal Defense Fund, representing sev- 
eral conservation groups, sought to be heard 
as interveners. The court just decided in 
AMA's favor and denied SCLDF the right to 
intervene. This is now under appeal. This 
means BLM may have to do an environ- 
mental assessment to reach a decision to 
deny a permit (an idle exercise) for an off- 
road vehicle race! 

— Howard Wilshire, Mtn. View, CA 
ed. note: Howard Wilshire is perhaps the world's 
authority on environmental damage caused by 
ORVs. In a future issue, we will summarize or 
excerpt one of his recent reports, showing how 
ORVs lead to increased windstorms. 

Road Nazis Threaten 
Biodiversity in Virginia 

As elsewhere, roads in Virginia threaten 
wild nature as never before. Countless small 
country lanes in wildlife-rich rural areas are 
being widened, paved, or reconstructed. As 
documented in the Earth First! Journal Road 
Tabloid (5-90) these "improvements” are 
devastating biodiversity through fragmenta- 
tion of habitat, interruption of drainage, 
pollution and other effects. A glaring ex- 
ample Is a project slated for Highway 693 in 
the Shenandoah Valley's Augusta County (in 
front of this correspondent s home). At this 
point 693 passes through i constricted part 
of the picturesque narrow valley of Folly 
Mills, along a stream rich in mollusks, fish 
species, and other aquatic life. On the 
floodplain of this stream is a rare calcareous 
marsh. This marsh (subject of an EF! article, 
8-89) has one of only two sites in Virginia of 
the rare boreal plant Buckbean ( Menyanthes 
trifoliata). It also contains other disjunct 
northern species such as Pussy Willow ( Salix 
discolor) and Marsh Marigold ( Caltha palus- 
tris) as well as rare calcareous fen species 
including Swamp Lousewort ( Pedicularis 
lanceolata) and Prairie Loosestrife ( Lysima - 
chia quadri flora). 

To achieve their dastardly goals, the 
road Nazis will have to blast away the steep 
valley slope, possibly breaching the aquifer 
that feeds the marsh's artesian springs. The 
widened road would destroy wildlife habitat 
in the floodplain. It would turn the road into 
a race track for local bubbas and a far more 
formidable barrier to the wildlife that must 
cross it to reach the water and rich forage of 
the bottomland. 

The project is totally unnecessary since 
“ ' 693 is a rural road with no through traffic and 
vehicle counts of less than 100 a day. Its 
backers consist of ignorant public officials, 
road Nazi bureaucrats and some people 
hooked on gasoline and oblivious to what is 
happening to the planet. State agencies 
charged with environmental protection, 
such as the Virginia Natural Heritage Pro- 
gram, rubber stamp even the worst road Nazi 
projects, ignoring the roads’ effect on the 
very biodiversity they are set up to monitor. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write Ray D. 
Pethtel, Commissioner, Virginia Dept of 


Transportation, 1221 E Broad St, 
Richmond, VA 23219; and the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency, Region III, 
Curtis Bldg, Sixth & Walnut St, Philadel- 
phia, PA 19106. Tell them the effect of 
Hwy 693 reconstruction on biodiversity, 
and the artesian springs that feed the rare 
Folly Mills plant community, is a prohibi- 
tive environmental cost of construction. 

—Bob Mueller, VA EF! 

Liars, Damn Liars and 
Geddes Resources 

ed. note: In our November 1989 issue, we 
reported on plans to mine the Tatshenshini area 
of northern British Columbia. Readers should 
write BC Premier Van Der Zalm (Parliament 
Bldg, Victoria, BC, V8V 1X4, CANADA) and 
the Federal Minister of the Environment (Ot- 
tawa, Ontario K1 A OH3) telling them to save the 
“Tat.' 

They pretended to the last. Geddes 
Resources and the British Columbia Govern- 
ment representative knew prior to their 
public meeting in Kamloops May 24 that 
both Federal and Provincial governments 
had — that day — rejected plans for an open- 
pit copper mine in the Tatshenshini as envi- 
ronmentally flawed. Nevertheless they put 
on a 4 hour show for the crowd of 100 (about 
evenly divided between miners and outdoor 
people). Not once did they hint that the plan 
was rejected because government shares the 
public's skepticism about acid drainage con- 
tainment. 

Locals are furious, a) that they were lied 
to by both the company and their Provincial 
Government; and b) that the public meet- 
ings are held by Geddes Resources, not the 
Provincial Government. Some questions 
and answers: Darryl Spencer, Voyageur 
Canoe Adventures, "Do you believe the Tat- 
shenshini is a world class wilderness? Will 
your company compensate fishermen and 
river adventure tours who lose income be- 
cause of the mine? Do you think the mine 
will adversely affect the wilderness?" Geiald 
Harper, Geddes Resources President: "Yes. 
No. No." Trudy Frisk Green Party, "How long 
will the tailings leach?" Mr. Harper, "For- 
•ever." 

Geddes Resources must provide both a 
revised stage one report and public hearings 
before work commences. We have another 
chance. And, we now have an international 
network determined to keep the Tat WILD! 

— Trudy Frisk, Kamloops, BC 

Ohio River Rendezvous 
Sucked 

up about 4 inches of rain, but still managed 
to bum brightly as EFlers from the surround- 
ing area invaded Wayne National Forest for 
the first area rendezvous. Despite the tack of 
participation by Governor Celeste's office, 
Ohio EF! and area cronies officially wel- 
comed the EF! presence to the Ohio Valley 
with workshops, networking, music, rant- 
ing, and a nightly chorus of howls. 

Rendezvous music was excellent as 
Dakota Sid brought his wit and his back- 
woods classics to the gathering. He also 
played a few surprise tunes such as, "I Am My 
Own Grandpa." 

Also playing for the rendezvous was 
enyiro-folk musician Tim Wallace, from 
northern Ohio. Tim inspired us with such 
tunes as, "The Bigfoot Boogie, " "For This We 
Murdered the Indian," "Living on a Living 
Planet," and eco-feminist favorite, "Baby 
Woncha Be My Dog." 

The rendezvous was followed by a 
demonstration, by way of a Memorial Day 
funeral procession and services for wildlife 
species extirpated from Ohio. About 45 
demonstrators, including Black Bear, Timber 
Wolf, and Porcupine, paraded down Route 
13 from the rendezvous site with tombstones 



Road Nazis at work in West Virginia. 



US/Mexican Company Ignores 
Ecologists' Appeal 


A couple years ago, we reported in EF! 
Journal on plans by Vulcan Materials Com- 
pany of Birmingham, Alabama, to open a 
limestone quarry near Cancun, on Mexico's 
Caribbean coast. Vulcan is the 49% US 
partner in CALICA, the huge US/Mexican 
consortium operating the mine. The project 
has been controversial because of involving, 
to quote Environmental Action (1-2/90), "an 
American corporation receiving World Bank 
funds in cooperation with a Mexican multi- 
national and excavating mineral resources 
for use in the United States." A grassroots 
Mexican environmental group, Grupo 
Ecologista del Mayab (GEMA), is appealing 
to US environmentalists to pressure Vulcan 
to provide compensation for the ecological 
damage it is causing. Environmental Action 
explains the situation: 

When the World Bank finances construc- 
tion projects overseas, the host country is respon- 
sible for setting and enforcing environmental 
regulations. American companies operating in 
foreign lands must comply with those countries' 
rules, not US standards. This policy has drawn 
the ire of environmentalists, who note that devel- 
oping countries often don't have the money or 
staff for adequate monitoring. 

In Cancun recently, a group of local 
environmentalists [GEMA] took matters into 
their own hands. After a long struggle, they 
succeeded in getting the World Bank to toughen 
standards. 

In 1988, the International Finance Com- 
mission (IFC) an affiliate of the World Bank, 
financed building of a limestone quarry SO miles 
south of Cancun, a burgeoning coastal resort 
that brings Mexico significant income.... 

After GEMA rallied public protest, 
CALICA and the IFC began monitoring dis- 
charge of silt into the harbor. However, as 
GEMA explains, all is not well: 

Last September an independent citizens' 
group asked CALICA to consider an ecological 
compensation plan in return for the 6 million 
tons per year of Mexican land it will sell to US 


customers over the next 60 years. Apparently, 
Vulcan Materials is resisting the proposal. 

Vulcan Materials originally entered the 
venture because environmental groups and regu- 
lations would not have allowed a similar opera- 
tion in the US. The World Bank, which is 
financing the project, also appears unconcerned. 

Significant ecological compensation 
by CALICA would be precedent -setting for 
Mexico. US ecology groups can help in 
several ways: 1) Publicize the situation in 
their magazines and newsletters. 2) Ask 
their members to write letters, requesting 
ecological compensation, to: Herb 
Skelnar, President, Vulcan Materials Co., 
POB 7689, Birmingham, AL 35253; and 
Barber Conable, President, World Bank, 
1818 H St NW, Washington, DC 20433. 
Send copies to GEMA, Aptdo. 479, Can- 
cun, Q.Roo 77500, MEXICO. 3) Contrib- 
ute technical assistance for monitoring 
and assessing the project. 

Melbourne RAG Blockades 
12th Timber Ship 

On 1 May 1990 the Melbourne Rain- 
forest Action Group (RAG) blockaded the 
Morning Star as it traveled up the Yarra River 
into Melbourne, Australia. It was the twelfth 
RAG blockade of a rainforest timber ship. 
Despite receiving only three hours notice 
(because the ship came in 14 hours earlier 
than expected), about 40 people came to the 
action of whom 22 went into the water. 
Although this ship was traveling faster than 
many previous vessels, one blockader man- 
aged to bowride the vessel for a short dis- 
tance. There were no arrests. 

The ship had been stranded in Port 
Philip Bay for two days following a ban 
placed on it by the Waterside Workers Fed- 
eration. Some unions in Melbourne have 
consistently supported our campaign. To 
demonstrate our solidarity with the unions 


we participated in a May Day rally. 

The action was shown on television. 
More importantly, a huge close-up photo- 
graph of the ship's bow ploughing through 
activists (with an appropriate article) was 
printed on the front page of The Age - 
Melbourne’s respected daily broadsheet. 

Our next action will be directed at 
Timbersales - Melbourne's largest rainforest 
timber importer - on 13 May. Three days 
later 32 members of the group will stand trial 
for attempting to reload timber back on to 
the Arawa Bay last November. 

The nonviolent action campaign by 
Melbourne RAG to halt Australia's imports of 
Southeast Asian rainforest timber (80% of it 
from Sarawak in Malaysia) continues to at- 
tract considerable public support. Recent 
endorsements include a letter of congratula- 
tions from David Suzuki [renowned Cana- 
dian biologist]. 

Courtroom Used As An Art- 
form Down Under 

On 16 May 1990, thirty-two activists 
from the Melbourne Rainforest Action 
Group went before the Melbourne 
Magistrate's Court charged with climbing 
over the fence and refusing to leave Port 
Melbourne Authority land after attempting 
to reload rainforest timber back onto the 
Arawa Bay - a ship carrying timber from the 
Penan homelands in Sarawak. 

The 32 defended their actions on the 
legal basis that it was their moral imperative 
to stay on the wharf to halt Australia's role in 
rainforest destruction by stopping imports of 
rainforest timber. We also argued that we 
acted out of necessity because these imports 
were directly threatening our lives, as well as 
causing the cultural genocide of the forest 
dwellers of Sarawak and driving hundreds 
of fellow species to extinction every day. 

This legal basis allowed all 32 RAGgers 
to speak individually of why these imports 
threaten our lives. What followed 
amounted to a S-hour Council of All Beings 
with each defendant speaking passionately 
of the inter-connectedness of ourselves and 
the natural world. The magistrate, prosecu- 
tor, clerk-of-court, police and media sat 
mesmerized as teachers, students, nurses, 
construction workers and carpenters spoke 
of the death of species, the death of cultures, 
the death of the Earth. The prosecutor 
stopped cross-examining witnesses and let 
the Council proceed uninterrupted, manyin 
the courtroom openly weeping as the unde- 
niable evidence mounted. 

In the end the magistrate apologised 
for the shallow law he represented, saying 
his court did not make moral judgements, 
and offered the defendants two-month 
good behaviour bonds. All refused saying 


that our idea of good behaviou r was to act on 
our consciences and if that means breaking 
the law to save the future we would do so. 
The 32 were convicted and fined $100 each. 
The fines will not be paid and the activists 
will go to jail. 

— Charlie Daniel, Melbourne RAG 

Shell Oil Destroying Thai 
Rainforest 

ed. note: The following is condensed from 
Alert # 48 (5-90) of the Rainforest Action Net- 
work (301 Broadway, Suite A, SF, CA 94133; 
SIS membership). 

Over the angry objections of rainforest 
dwellers, the Shell International Petroleum 
Company has announced that it intends to 
replace some 200 square kilometers of natu- 
ral forest in Thailand with a eucalyptus tree 
farm to produce wood chips for Japan and 
Taiwan. 

According to Larry Lohmann, formerly 
ofThailand's Project for Ecological Recovery, 
Shell has used "coercion and violence" to 
convince local people to "sell" informal 
rights to use much of their land. Houses have 
been burned down, villagers arrested, and 
officials bribed so that Shell can get access to 
the land. Shell has even set up a boxing camp 
to encourage gambling: The more indebted 
the villages become, the easier it will be to 
buy them off. 

Meanwhile, Thailand's Royal Forestry 
Department has found that 76% of the pro- 
posed tree farm, which will be entirely 
within the Khun Song National Reserve, is 
now primary forest — some of the last still 
standing in Thailand. All over Thailand 
eucalyptus companies have been encour- 
aged to convert large tracts of national re- 
serve land into eucalyptus tree farms. This 
has meant tragedy for the estimated 8 mil- 
lion people living in traditional ways — and 
often without formal title — within the re- 
serves. The plantations eat up farms, com- 
munal grazing grounds, and community 
woodlands. Eucalyptus is useless for fodder, 
damages local soil and water supplies, and 
provides little firewood and none of the 
natural forest products that rural dwellers on 
the edge of the market economy rely on. 
Every five or six years it is harvested like any 
other export crop, and the ground is left bare 
and hard. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Rainforest 
defenders and village dwellers have asked 
us to pressure the London-headquartered 
Shell International. Shell has been trying 
to cultivate a "green" image, and is embar- 
rassed at being caught in such a blatant 
example of environmental and human- 
rights abuse. Please write Mr. L.C. Van 
Wachem, Managing Director, Shell Int'l 
Petroleum Co., Shell Centre, London SE1 
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The Continuing Search for the 
Tasmanian Wolf 


continued from page 16 
1 3 from the rendezvous site with tombstones 
honoring over a dozen species. At the Tom 
Jenkins Dam, official funeral services were 
held. 

Special thanks to the following for their 
hard work and inspiration and for making 
this event possible: Flea St. Clair, the EF! 
Foundation, John Katko, Vince the Canni- 
bal, Joe Hazelbaker, Bill Ragette, Dakota Sid, 
Roger Featherstone, Lezlie Combs, Bobby 
"Burnout," US Forest Service, Georgia Pacific 
Theatre, Tim Wallace, Joe Hemp, The Big 
River folks, Carrie Papiot, The Eco-rappers, 
Fire, Bob Mueller, Don Wirtshafter, Woodie, 
Channel 6 News, Jasper Carlton, Beer 

— Steve Moore, Scioto River EF! 

Mt. Graham Update 

The last few months have been full of 
ups and downs for the Mt. Graham cam- 
paign. The Sierra Club lawsuit won a tempo- 
rary injunction against further destruction, 
and the federal judge suggested that Con- 
gress "take another look" at the project. 
Interior Secretary Manuel Lujan managed to 
excite all the national environmental 
groups, demonstrating a severe case of hoof- 
in-the-mouth disease (see related story). 
Feature articles on the issue hit major TV 
news shows and newspapers across the coun- 
try. And then a federal appeals court lifted 
the injunction. 

The fight for a tiny (615 acres) old- 
growth ecosystem and an obscure subspecies 
of squirrel has become a national issue. 
Congress will decide its fete this summer, 
following a June 26 hearing about political 


Interference in the Biological Opinion proc- 
ess. 

In the meantime, EF!ers have been stir- 
ring up trouble within the various institu- 
tions planning to be part of the project, and 
building constituent pressure on key Con- 
gressthings. Of course, triore help is needed, 
especially outside Arizona - a quick note to 
your Reps, and Sens, saying simply "Save 
Mount Graham!" could help enormously. 
For details call the Mt. Graham hotline, (602) 
629-9200. 

-Lagarto 

Catalyst Publishes Action 
Handbook 

Susan Meeker-Lowery, whose book 
Green Economics was favorably reviewed in 
these pages, has upgraded Catalyst's newslet- 
ter into a hard-hitting journal of great value 
to those fighting for the planet. Catalyst will 
soon publish its Grassroots Action Campaign 
Handbook. The Handbook will include ad- 
dresses, phone numbers, CEO names and 
other information about big corporations, 
banks, and governments, and their heinous 
activities. It will aid activists involved in 
letter-writing, boycotts, or direct action. For 
information, write Catalyst, 64 Main St, 
Montpelier, VT 05602. 

Fight Junk Mail! 

To stop junk mail from being sent to 
you, write to Mail Preference Service, 6 E 43rd 
St, NYC, NY 10007. Insist that your name be 
taken off all mailing lists. 


by Mark Sunlin 

On a rainy night in March 1983, a park 
ranger in northwestern Tasmania scanned 
the dark woods outside his house with a 
flashlight. There in his light beam stood an 
animal about the size and shape of a dog, but 
covered with stripes and having a most un- 
doglike, thick, rigid tail. After standing 
nonchalantly while the astonished ranger 
counted its stripes, the creature gave vent to 
its indifference with an enormous yawn, and 
disappeared casually into the woods, leaving 
behind a rank small. 

This was another of hundreds of re- 
ported sightings of a marsupial believed to 
have been extinct since the last zoo "speci- 
men” died in 1936: the Tasmanian Wolf, also 
known as the Tasmanian Tiger, and the 
Thylacine ( Thylacinus cynocephalus). 

The Tasmanian Wolf — the largest 
marsupial carnivore to survive into this 
century — was once common in Australia’s 
island state of Tasmania, as well as on the 
Australian mainland. In the 60 years since 
the last wild individual was killed by a hunter 
in 1930, no certain evidence of their contin- 
ued existence has been uncovered, but re- 
puted sightings and footprints of the crea- 
ture continue to make news. A few years ago, 
cable TV mogul Ted Turner offered a 
$100,000 reward for evidence of the exis- 


tence of the Tasmanian Wolf, but recently 
when I asked him about this he replied that 
the reward was no longer in effect. 

High-tech attempts to fetch evidence of 
a Tasmanian Wolf have involved automatic 
cameras triggered by infrared beams which 
are supposed to be tripped by any passing 
individual. However, if any Tasmanian 
Wolves survive, they have not eluded exter- 
mination by being gullible, and all attempts 
to snap their picture have thus far failed. 
Basil Walby, former editor of the Australian 
Journal of Zoology, now -editor of the Aussie 
science journal Search, tells me that in all his 
years as editor of these two publications he 
has received no submissions on this subject. 
"There are people in Tasmania still con- 
vinced that the animal exists in the wilder- 
ness areas, but they are unable to produce 
any evidence." While lack of evidence does 
not necessarily mean evidence of lack, and 
their habitat is still quite viable, Walby is 
pessimistic about the Tasmanian Wolf’s 
chances, remarking that they are "yet an- 
other Australian animal who has suffered at 
the hands of the white invaders from Europe. 
We are still losing species at a great rate." 

Recently, though, a computer projec- 
tion developed by Henry Nix, professor of 
environmental studies at Australia National 
University, has found that the purported 
. continued on page 18 
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Greens Go Botanical 

At the convention of the Green Party of 
British Columbia recently, the Greens took a 
new path following a scuffle between Weird 
Ecologists and Plant Breeders Rights advo- 
cates. Shouting "Breed no Seed without its 
consent! ” a small but resolute band of Weird 
Ecologists rushed the fire pit and hung ban- 
ners proclaiming, "Equal Rights For All Spe- 
cies," "Deify Diversity" and "It May Be Bok 
Choy To You, But It's A Brother To Me!" 

"We say it's Spinach," exclaimed Weird 
Ecologist Trudy Frisk, "and we say it votes!" 

The tumult subsided when assembled 
Greens decided to extend full participation 
to members of the Liliaceae (lily) and Py- 
rolaceae families. Representatives of the 
Carmanah Spruce were accepted on an 
emergency basis. It was resolved that Aster- 
aceae (sunflower family) were unfamiliar 
with consensus decision making and would 
be considered at a later date. 

Frisk denied that the Weird Ecologists 
intend to run a full slate of plants in the next 
provincial election. "There’ll always be 
room in this Party for humans," she prom- 
ised. "The little room at the end of the hall. 
You can't miss it; it's marked 'storage'." 

A special resolution by the Weird Ecolo- 
gists to replace human musicians at all Green 
-events with drumming rabbits and howling 
wolves was soundly blocked. 

Manuel Lujan Declared An 
Endangered Species 

Alaska Earth First! has declared Interior 
Secretary Manuel Lujan to be an endangered 
species, as a result of his remarks concerning 
the Endangered Species Act. Lu j an has stated 
that the act is too strong and questioned the 
need to "save every subspecies." Since Lujan 
has admitted his inability to tell a black 
squirrel from a red squirrel, and is unable to 
take direction from the "environmental 
President," it is felt that Lujan is in danger of 
extinction and should be offered the protec- 
tion of the Endangered Species Act. 

When questioned on this latest pro- 
nouncement from Washington, Oscar Otter, 
of Prince William Sound, Alaska, replied, 


Tasmanian Wolf... 

continued from page 1 7 
sightings of Tasmanian Wolves compiled by 
Tasmania's Department of Parks, Wildlife 
and Fieri tage since 1930 are occurring almost 
exactly within the borders of where their 
viable habitat would exist today. "These 
people are seeing real Thylacines," Nix says 
with conviction. Explaining their shyness 
toward hidden cameras by citing their fear of 
humans, acute sense of smell, and nocturnal 
habits, Nix even feels that amidst undis- 
turbed regions of their former domain Tas- 
manian Wolves may be as numerous as they 
were before Europeans came to Tasmania. 

Despite the uncertainty surrounding 
their continued existence, Mark 
Holdsworth, of Tasmania's Department of 
Parks, Wildlife and Heritage, emphasizes 
that "The Thylacine is still wholly protected 
under the National Parks and Wildlife Act, 
which provides for heavy penalties on of- 
fenders. In feet, recently we successfully 
prosecuted a person for attempting to trap a 
Thylacine ... even though there was no evi- 
dence of any Thylacines in the area he was 
trapping." Encouraging as such protection 
may seem, it may be too late; in feet, the 
Tasmanian Wolf was granted protected 
status only in 1936 — the same year the last- 
known individual died. 

FURTHER READING 

Bunk, S. "Just How Extinct Is Tasmania’s 
Tiger?" International Wildlife, 7-8/85. 

O'neill, G. "Tasmanian Tiger Not Extinct, 
Says Scientist"; Melbourne Age, 2-20-90. 
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"Do we have to save every politician? No- 
body told me the difference between repub- 
licrats and demopublicans; after all politi- 
cians exist elsewhere. No one will miss this 
one sub-subspecies." 

— Michael Lewis, Chugiak, AK 

Rambo Goes Green 

Sylvester Stallone, star of the megakill 
Rambo movies, is going green. "I want 
Rambo to disappear unless I'm allowed to 
turn him into the defender of the ecological 
battle to save the environment, " he revealed 
on Italian television. "My new Rambo will be 
closer to Greenpeace than to the CIA." 
(Sydney Morning Herald, 5-11) 

The mind boggles . . . 

Tourists Eat African Wild- 
life 

"Tourists like to return home and boast 
they ate a crocodile. It's better than the other 
way around," according to Jan de Haast, a 
director of Zimbabwe's Sun Hotel chain. De 
Haast is on the cutting edge of an exotic new 
trend: feeding African tourists anything 
that's wild and dead. Popular delicacies 
include caterpillars from the mopani tree 
(fresh or dried), flying ants fried in fat from 
their own oily wings, grilled crocodile tail, 
and roast warthog with mint or apple sauce. 
However, adventurous gourmands have 
been disappointed by elephant trunk — the 
average six-foot trunk is tough and muscular, 
takes six hours to boil, and tastes lousy. 
Besides, many are put off by a giant pair of 
nostrils on their plate. 

Deer Like Cats 

According to that unbiased news 
source, the Wall Street Journal, "Every day is 
Earth Day" at a demonstration site for the 
products of Caterpillar Inc., north of Peoria, 
IL. The heavy equipment company owns 
700 acres on which its bulldozers and other 
big yellow machines move mounds of dirt. 
Runoff and eroded soil is directed into ponds 
at low spots, from which the soil is occasion- 
ally moved back uphill. Because part of the 
property has not been scraped and harbors 6 
deer, the company recently got an Illinois 
Acres for Wildlife designation, part of a pro- 
gram to recognize habitat preservation by 
private landowners. A proud company offi- 
cial responded to the designation, "A lot of 
people think our tractors just tear up the 
earth, but Cat machines do a lot to enhance 
the environment, too." A Cat technician 
said the deer "get used to heavy equipment." 


'Tasmanian Tiger’ is the most com- 
monly used term in Australia for the Thy- 
lacine (Thylacinus cynocephalus), though 
such names as Tasmanian Wolf, Marsupial 
Wolf, Tasmanian Dingo, and Zebra Wolf 
have variously been used. Scientists prefer 
the less ambiguous term 'Thylacine'. 

Although the Thylacine is generally 
considered extinct, Steven Smith, in his 1981 
authoritative book The Tasmanian Tiger 
(published by the Tasmanian National Parks 
and Wildlife Service) speaks of them in the 
present tense, in case any survive. Their 
average body-weight, he says, is about 50 
pounds, with a shoulder height of around 20 
inches, about the size of a Labrador Retriever. 
Thylacines have short hair, the maximum 
being little over half an inch in length. The 
distinctive camouflage pattern of 15-20 
stripes stretching from the shoulders to the 
base of the tail led to the "Tiger" and "Zebra" 
nicknames. Among zoo individuals from 
1884 to 1931 the average life span was only 
about five years. 

One of Thylacines' more curious traits is 
the ability to stand erect on their hind legs, 
with their rear legs resting on their heels. In 
one film a captive Thylacine sits upright in 
this manner awaiting the approach of his 
keeper, using his thick tail as a brace. Wild 
Thylacines have been reported to bound, 
kangaroo-like, in this bipedal fashion. 

"In the wild," notes Smith, "the Thy- 
lacine is very secretive, and avoids contact 
with humans." Thylacines have been noted 
as being of a "quiet, nervous temperament," 


Potpourri 

There is this book called the Bible. A few 
people take it very seriously; many more 
pretend to take it seriously. One of the 
curiouser passages in it has the Creator giv- 
ing to humans "dominion over the fish of 
the sea, over the fowl of the air, and over 
every living thing that moveth upon the 
earth" (p. 5). Even curiouser is the form this 
dominion has taken in the mind, the hands, 
the leg-traps, the automatic repeating rifles, 
the nets, the vehicles, laboratories, etc. of the 
sons and daughters of Adam & Eve, George & 
Martha. 

Eagle-eyed readers of this journal have 
sent us numerous clippings relating ex- 
amples of this exploitation of our fellow 
species, of instances where Nemesis seems to 
be at work, and of a few cases where humans 
seem to be trying to make amends for their 
sins. Here are some examples of exploitation 
(a weak word, granted): 

— A publication of the Canadian Auto- 
mobile Association runs an ad for a company 
called Collectors' Choice which sells stuffed 
songbirds from China (Toronto Sunday Star, 
10/22/89). 

— In Manitoba, each year, about 68,000 
garter snakes — too many to allow the popu- 
lation to replenish itself— are "harvested and 
sold for medical research" (Toronto Globe and 
Mall, 8/23/89). 

— A Vancouver broker boasts of being 
able to deliver Polar Bear hides anywhere in 
the world, except the US where their impor- 
tation is banned (Animals' Agenda, 12/89). 

— The president of an American medi- 
cal supply company declares arrogantly that 
he will "turn away" a delegation represent- 
ing 13,000 M.D.s protesting his company's 
use of dogs for demonstration of surgical 
stapling techniques (Washington Times, 10/ 
25/89). • 

— By low-flying its jets over a Scottish 
wildfowl preserve, the RAF effectively 
thumbs its nose at efforts to save the threat- 
ened Spitzbergen Barnacle Goose (London 
Times, 10/14/89). 

— Sixty-one percent of Korean men, 
most of them over 40, eat dogmeat, much 
prized for its fancied aphrodisiac powers 
(Time, 11/13/89). (They should try Rice 
Krispies.) 

All of this gives one some sympathy for 
the poor dyslexic, insomniac agnostic who 
lay awake at night wondering if there really 
is a dog. 

Some conflicts between members of 
different species seem to be Nemesis at work: 

— Five cows slipped through the fences 
around a range and wandered onto a freeway 


and wild individuals caught by humans were 
said to give up without a struggle. Survivors 
are described as "sullen, docile, and unre- 
sponsive.” Such sensitive temperament may 
explain their short life span in captivity. 

In the wild, Thylacines hunt singularly 
or in pairs, mainly at night. Their prey 
includes kangaroos, wallabies, opossums, 
bandicoots, small rodents, and birds; plus, 
with the comingof Europeans, lambs, sheep, 
and poultry. They rely on a "well-developed 
sense of smell and stamina, rather than a fast 
chase," and are more wolf- like than Tiger- 
like in this respect. "When hunting the 
Thylacine emits a Terrier-like bark," Smith 
notes. Thylacines consume the entire body 
of their prey, their powerful, Hyena-like jaws 
allowing them to make short work of even 
the largest bones. 

Thylacines seem to have a prolonged 
breeding season. The young are carried in 
the female's marsupial pouch until they 
become too large, and then apparently 
switch to the den. 

Fossil evidence indicates that Thy- 
lacines once roamed throughout Australia 
and New Guinea. Radiocarbon dating puts 
them in these regions as recently as 3000 
years ago. Aborigine rock paintings also 
depict Thylacines. Their disappearance from 
the Australian continent is attributed to cli- 
matic change, with competition with the 
Aborigine and Dingo thought to have "con- 
tributed." 

— Mark Sunlin 


A Biographical Sketch of the Thylacine 


in California. Inevitably, they were struck 
and killed, and four humans were injured in 
the collisions. (L.A. Times ) 

— In hunting accidents, a Norwegian 
was injured by his own rifle when his dog 
accidentally hit the trigger when they were 
resting; an Iranian was killed by a blast from 
his shotgun when a snake which he was 
trying to subdue wrapped itself around the 
gun and hit the trigger; a crocodile which 
had munched some cattle and goats killed 
two human spear hunters in Swaziland. 

— Off the coast of California, a trawler 
overloaded with herring rolled over and 
sank. No crew members were lost, but many 
herring were. (Marin Independent Journal, 4/ 
21 ) 

— In an incident that should give pause 
for thought to partisans of biotechnology, 
genetically altered pigs have been slaugh- 
tered and their meat quietly sold for human 
consumption in Australia. The Federal 
Government is sufficiently concerned to 
have imposed stricter controls on the bio- 
technology industry. (The Age, Melbourne, 
4/28) (—1 say, old chap, where did you get 
the little curly tail?) 

— And then there is "Mad Cow Disease" 
in Great Britain (which even made NBC 
News on 6/2). A degenerative brain disease, 
perhaps originating in a long-known similar 
sheep malady, has killed 10,000 cattle in the 
last five years. Humans have eaten meat 
from infected cattle, and there is concern 
that the disease could cross over. Britons 
have jocularly attributed recent behaviourof 
their Iron Lady to the disease. 

Here are three cases of obvious actions 
by Nemesis: In Red Wing, Minnesota, a 
Beaver hewed down a Beaver crossing sign; 
near an Oregon wilderness area, some Porcu- 
pines, or at least one "renegade porky, " are 
(or is) lunching on radiator hoses and brake 
lines of visitors' cars; and in Ogden, Utah, 
employees at the IRS Center are being chased 
about a parking lot or trapped in their cars by 
a Canada Goose. 

But there are also examples of human- 
kind trying to pay meager compensation for 
its sins: 

— Barry Kent MacKay, the Canadian 
freelancer who writes about the stuffed Chi- 
nese songbirds, also pinpoints the hypocrisy 
of his country in allowing their importation 
while mandating protection of its own song- 
birds. 

— The government of Manitoba has 
banned the taking of the garter snakes, un- 
fortunately for only a year. 

- — Researchers are beginning to seek 
alternatives to the use of animals for testing 
drugs. For example, there has been some 
success in reproducing animal reactions to 
toxic chemicals by the use of "biosensor" 
devices (Wall Street Journal, 11/13/89). 

— The California Energy Commission is 
spending $ 120,000 to find out why raptors 
are attracted to the whirling blades of the 
windmills at Altamont Pass in California, site 
of the world's largest wind farm. Since 1986, 
99 eagles, falcons, hawks, and owls have 
been killed by flying into the windmills (New 
York Times, 12/3/89). 

— Even ALPO Petfoods, Inc. is trying to 
get into the act. Following the disinterested 
example, no doubt, of the Heinz, Van Camp, 
and Bumble Bee Seafoods Companies, pur- 
veyors of fish flesh primarily for humans 
(Van Camp also peddles some execrable 
baked beans), ALPO announced recently 
that it will ensure that its cat food is "dol- 
phin-safe." 

— In an apparently serious effort to help 
save the Brazilian rainforest and its indige- 
nous peoples through economic alterna- 
tives, a nonprofit trading group, the Rain- 
forest Marketing Project, is importing Brazil 
nuts and other products that can be har- 
vested on a sustainable basis. Studies have 
demonstrated that harvesting a variety of 
products of the forest can be more profitable 
than cutting it down and perforating the 
thin topsoil with cattle hooves. Thus, Brazil 
is beginning to "establish extractive re- 
serves" on which logging is forbidden but 
long-term harvesting rights (for Brazil nuts, 
rubber, and several other products) are guar- 
anteed. Some of the Brazil nuts are end ing up 
in Ben and Jerry's "Rainforest Crunch." 
Brazilian latex is being used in soaps, per- 
fumes, and condoms (NYT, 4/30). 

Goto note for Nemesis News Net? Send us news 
of Nature at her best. If you can, please write it 
up in one-paragraph briefs. 



POB 280084, Denver, CO 80228, for a regis- 
tration package. 

EARTH EDUCATION CONFERENCE. The 
Institute for Earth Education will hold its 
Sixth International Conference at SUNY 
Potsdam's Star Lake Campus in the Adiron- 
dack Mountains of northern New York, 1-5 
May 1991. The conference will bring people 
from around the world to experience Earth 
education programs and learn how to create 
their own programs. The Institute is an inter- 
national non-profit organization that de- 
signs and disseminates education programs, 
conducts training sessions, publishes a sea- 
sonal journal, and supports regional 
branches. For information, contact Institute 
for Earth Education, Box 288, Warrenville, IL 
60555; 708-393-3096. 

NORTHEAST RENDEZVOUS. EFlers from 
the northeastern states will gather in Maine 
September 14-16; details next issue. 

ADIRONDACKS RENDEZVOUS. GABEF! 
will hold a rendezvous in the Park on Labor 
Day weekend; details next issue. 

LAST CALL FOR RANCHERS. I'm still look- 
ing for photos, graphics, and other relevant 
material for a book on public lands ranching. 
If you want to contribute to this project, send 
whatever you have on any aspect of the issue 
to: PO Box 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703. 

SAVE OUR SEQUOIAS. SOS is coordinating 
a nationwide effort on July 30 to protest 
destruction of forests on our public lands. 
For those who are not able to go to Redwood 
Summer in CA, here is something you can do 
to support it from home. There will be demos 
at National Forest offices, state forestry of- 
fices, at destruction sites, and other public 
land sites. SOS is calling for a halt to clearcut- 
ting and roadbuilding on all public lands. 
Press packets/posters sent on request. For 
more info, contact: Ron Greene (707) 986- 
7615. 


WOLF PRINTS TO BENEFIT 
WOLF ACTION NETWORK 




Jean Drescher, known for her drawing which adorned 
the cover of the Grizzly Bear Tabloid, has donated full- 
color, 20" by 24" lithographs of this wolf to help the Wolf 
Action Network. For a donation of one hundred dollars 
or more, you will receive a print while providing a major 
contribution to the Network's efforts for reintroduction 
and/ or protection of wolf populations all across North 
America. 

EF! Wolf Action Network 
POB 6733, Bozeman, MT 59771 


EF! BULLETINS 

KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE EARTH FIRST! 
RENDEZVOUS. The 1990 KY-TN EF! Ren- 
dezvous will be held August 1 7- 1 9 at the ASPI 
(Appalachia-Science in the Public Interest) 
headquarters on an unspoiled portion of the 
Rockcastle River near Livingston, KY. The 
rendezvous will include hikes, workshops, 
networking, and celebrating! Plenty of 
camping space is available; bring your own 
gear and food. To reach the site, take exit 49 
off 1-75; go east to US 25 (1 mile); turn left and 
drive north on 25 until you cross the bridge; 
then left and follow the river road for a mile. 
Signs will mark the way. For more informa- 
tion, or to volunteer to do a workshop, please 
contact A1 Fritsch, ASPI, POB 298, Living- 
ston, KY 40445; 606-453-2105. 

ALIVE & WILD TOUR. Joanne Rand is 
scheduling a fall tour for Oct-Nov. The 
“Alive & Wild" show will be similar to the "A 
Call From The Wild " show last winter (minus 
Mavis and her slide show). It will feature 
Joanne's music, an artwork display in banner 
form, and storytelling. The tour will take the 
same route — WA, OR, CA, AZ, NM — this 
time also including Colorado. If interested 
in promoting the show in your area, please 
contact ASAP: Joanne Rand, 4307 Big Flat Rd, 
Crescent City, CA 95531; 707-444-1 130 ext 
5355. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REGISTRY. EcoGroup 
of Denver, Colorado is assembling a com- 
pendium, for publication, of environmental 
groups, associations, clubs, etc. in the US. 
This annual publication provides a reference 
for citizens and organizations to consolidate 
their strength and resources. Groups and 
associations focused on forests, grasslands, 
wildlife, wilderness, nuclear power, water, 
urban projects, or pandemically, planet 
Earth are represented in the Environmental 
Registry. If you are a member of an environ- 
mentally concerned group, movement, 
chapter or whatever, please write EcoGroup, 


UNITARIAN UNI VERSA LIST GATHER- 
ING. New England's Unitarian Universalists 
will gather on October 13 at the Arlington 
Street Church in historic Boston for a confer- 
ence on environmental action. Ed Abbey 
said "it all started with Emerson" and these 
are the folks who take Ralph Waldo very se- 
riously. You needn't be a Unitarian or a 
Universalist to attend. For information, con- 
tact the Seventh Principle Project, c/o the 
Arlington Street Church, 351 Boylston St, 
Boston, MA 02116. 

LOST VALLEY CENTER PROGRAMS. Lost 
Valley Center, a non-profit environmental 
education and conference center near Eu- 
gene, Oregon, will hold two summer pro- 
grams to build environmental awareness 
into action: week-long Ancient Forest Tours 
and two fivb week Outdoor Leadership Pro- 
grams. They will be taught by a team of en- 
vironmental activists with in-depth knowl- 
edge of the local ecosystem and outdoor 
skills. For information, contact Mary Vogel, 
81868 Lost Valley Lane, Dexter OR 97431; 
503-937-3911. 

CONCERT IN THE FOREST. Friends of 
Cathedral Forest, along with several conser- 
vation groups and business, will sponsor the 
seventh annual Concert in the Forest on the 
weekend of August 24-26, in the spectacular 
Breitenbush River canyon of the Oregon 
Cascades, 65 miles from Salem. The concert 
site looks out to majestic snow-capped 
Mount Jefferson, and magnificent ancient 
forests. Musicians from throughout the 
Northwest will play folk, jazz, rock, and fu- 
sion music during the weekend. Guided 
hikes, educational displays, workshops, and 
children's activities will be available. Sug- 
gested donation is $8/day or $ 15/weekend 
per adult, and children under 12 are free. For 
information, contact: Mark Ottenad, POB 
482, Salem, OR 97308; (503)585-8551. 



Wolf T-shirt from Arizona EF! 

Black ink on ecru, coral, slate, & teal 
Sizes M, L, and XL. 

$11 postpaid from 
Arizona Earth First!, POB 3412 
Tucson, AZ 85722 


ENVIRO-VIDEO GRANTS AVAILABLE. 
The Foundation for Independent Video and 
Film is seeking grant applications for media 
projects dealing with the environment and 
with social change. Grants up to $ 12,000 are 
available. Deadline for applications is Au- 
gust 1. For application, send SASE to: FIVF, 
Grant Program, 625 Broadway, 9th floor. 
New York, NY 10012. 

ENDANGERED SPECIES MEDIA PROJECT. 
An international, multi-media, juried art 
exhibition of endangered species and their 
habitats will be held Dec. 7, 1990, through 
January 11, 1991, in Houston, TX. It will 
include paintings, drawings, sculptures, 
photographs, films, and videos. Entry fee is 
$10, and the entry deadline is Oct. 20. 
Contact: PO Box 460567, Houston, TX 
I 77056-8567; (713) 729-6260. 

FESTIVAL FOR THE EARTH AND THE ANI- 
MALS. The 5th annual Festival for the Earth 
TV series, a production of the Gaia Institute, 
will be aired in September and October 1990. 
This year's Festival focuses on the burgeon- 
ing green movement which is bringing Earth 
ethics into politics — from peace conversion 
to wilderness restoration, from animal lib- 
eration to socially responsible economics. 
For a schedule, contact Gaia Inst., POB 852, 
S. Lynnfield, MA 01940; 508-535-4203. 


T-SHIRTS 


EARTH FIRST! 



TERRA- 1ST 


100* COTTON DEEFY-T 1 S 

some people just 
don’t get it 

(on back) 

black on red--sir.es (M, L, XI.) 
black on silver — sizes (L, XL) 
$9 donation plus $2 shipping 

make checks payable to: 

DIG RIVER EF! 

POB 189 

PACIFIC, MO 63069 


HALF-LIFE IS FOREVER! 

STOP ATOMIC WASTE PSOOUOlOfl 

EARTH FIRST! D.F.W PO BOX# 5959 33 DALLAS. TX. 75359 


STOP U.S. FOREST $ERVKE' 
CLEARCUTTIN6 PIRACY 

EARTH FIRST! D.F.W PO BOX# 5959 33 DALLAS, TX. 75359 

While Pirates Rule 

MOTHER NATURE Walks the Plank 

EARTH FIRST! D.FW. PO BOX# 5959 33 DALLAS. TX. 75359 

SWEM^UuinORESTS? 

OEUCmiK IS t CRIME AGAINST HUMMIV 

EARTH FIRST! D.F.W. PO BOX# 5959 33 DALLAS, TX. 75359 


Bumperstickers from Earth First! DFW 

These plus "Love Animals Don't Eat Them" and "No Nukes Is Good News". 
SI each. Send to: PO Box 595933, Dallas, TX 75359 
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Earth First! Directory 

The Earth First! Directory lists the contact points for the 
international Earth First! movement. It is divided into four sections: 
1) National EF! offices in the United States; 2) International con- 
tacts; 3) Active EF! Chapters or Groups; and 4) Contact persons 
where there is as yet no active EF! group. If you are interested in 
becoming active with the Earth First! movement, reach the folks 
listed for your area. 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal is an independent 
entity within the international Earth First! movement, and is not 
the newsletter of the Earth First! movement. It does, however, 
provide a forum for Earth Firstiers around the world. This directory 
is provided as a service to independent EF! groups. If you would like 
to be listed as a contact or as a group, PLEASE contact Bob Kaspar 
(305 N. Sixth St., Madison, WI 53704 (608)241-9426). Please send 
address changes or corrections to him also. If you do not have a 
phone number listed, please send it to him. Bob acts as coordinator 
for local EF! groups for the EF! movement. 

LOCAL NEWSLETTERS: Addresses marked with a "*" produce 
either an Earth First! newsletter or regular mailings for their area or 
issue. Contact them directly to receive their newsletter or otherwise 
be on their mailing list. 


NATIONAL EF! 

EF! ALASKA TASK FORCE 
POB 1019 San Raphael, CA 94915 
(415) 824-3841 

EF! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT * 

Jasper Carlton 2365 Willard Road 
Parkersburg, WV 26101-9269 
(304)428-5405 

Species Defense Coordinator- Western States 
Keith Hammer POB 2072 
KallspeU, MT 59903 (406)755-1379 

EF! DIRECT ACTION FUND 

Mike Roselle POB 210 Canyon, CA 94516 

(415)376-7329 

EARTH FIRST! FOUNDATION 
POB 1683 Corvallis, OR 97339 

EF! GENETIC ALERT 
POB 20 Plercy, CA 95467 

EF! GRAZING TASK FORCE 
POB 5784 TUcson, AZ 85703 

EF! GRIZZLY BEAR TASK FORCE 
POB 6151 Bozeman, MT 59715 

EF! INDEPENDENT ORGANIZER 
Roger Featherstone Box DB 
Blsbee, AZ 85603 (602)432-4145 

EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 
Canton Office 

Kris Sommerville, business manager 
John Davis, editor 
POB 7 Canton, NY 13617 
(315)379-9940 

Tucson Office 

Nancy Zlerenberg, merchandising 
Dale Tamer, assistant editor 
POB 5871 Tucson, AZ 85703 
(602)622-1371 

EF! NONVIOLENT CD TRAINING 
MB Nearing #341 Wolf Creek, OR 97497 

EF! OCEAN-DOLPHIN TASK FORCE 
POB 77062 

San Francisco, CA 94107-7062 

EF! RAINFOREST ACTION 
Bay Area Earth First! POB 83 
Canyon, CA 94516 (415)376-7329 

EF! REDWOOD ACTION TEAM (RAT) 

Greg King POB 1031 Redway, CA 95560 

EF! WOLF ACTION NETWORK * 

Tom Skeele POB 6733 Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406)587-3356 

PAW (PRESERVE APPALACHIAN WILDERNESS) 
Jamie Sayen RFD 1, Box 530 
N. Stratford, NH 03590 (603)636-2952 

INTERNATIONAL 
EF! GROUPS 

AUSTRALIA 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore 
New South Wales 2480 Australia 
phone: 066-21-85-05 

Marianne Heynemann 

PO Box 256 Mltchem, 3132 Australia 

CANADA 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Paul Watson POB 48446 
Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 Canada 
(604)688-SEAL 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053 Kamloops, BC Canada V2C 6H2 

ONTARIO 
Eastern Canada EF! 

Mike Kaulbars POB 4612, Station E 
Ottawa, ONT K1S 5B6 Canada 

GERMANY 
Cynical Tormentors 
Redderwed 23 
2090 Wlnsen-Roedorf 
Federal Republic of Germany 

KENYA 

Environmental Liaison Centre (International) 
POB 72461 Nairobi, Kenya 
(254-2)24770/340849/336989 

MEXICO 

Eco-Solar Ave. Eugenia 1510 Col. Narvarte 
Mexico 03020 D.F. Mexico 

SCOTLAND 

Grant Collie c/o 1 1 Forth St. Edinburgh, 
Scotland UK 


Fearghuls McKay 4 York Rd. Edinburgh, 
Scotland, UK 

SOUTH SWEDEN EF! 

R. "RJdgerascar Wlerlnga, Dalslundsvagen 82, 
S-232 51 Akarp Sweden ph: (040) 46 18 63 

LOCAL 

GROUPS 

ALASKA EF! 

Michael Lewis POB 501 Valdez, AK 99686 
(907)835-5205 

ARIZONA EARTH FIRST! • 

Julia Swanson POB 3412 Ticson, AZ 85722 
(602)792-2690 

Cheryl Bashaw CU Box 7893 
Flagstaff, AZ 8601 1 (602)523-3909dx 

Leslie Sellgren 10631 N. 15th Way #6 
Phoenix, AZ 85020 (602)395-0655 


CALIFORNIA EARTH FIRST! GROUPS 
Chico EF! 

Michele Miller POB 5625 Chico, CA 95927 
(916)894-7362 

Eastern Sierra EF! 

Sally Miller POB 22 Lee Vlnlng, CA 93541 
(619)647-6411 

LOS ANGELES EARTH FIRST! 

POB 4381 North Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818)905-0583 (805)499-7183 

Orange County EF! 

POB 28318 Santa Ana, CA 92799 
(714)494-6349(Henry) (714)540-9863 

LA Rainforest Action Committee 
POB 34427 Los Angeles, CA 90034 
(213)839-4247 

NORTHCOAST CALIFORNIA EF! GROUPS 
Northcoast California EF! * 

POB 368 Bayslde, CA 95524 
Larry Evans (707)826-7501 
Bill Devall (707)677-3914 

Laytonvllle EF! 

POB 372 Laytonvllle, CA 95454 
(707)984-8263 

Sonoma County EF! 

Pam Davis POB 7544 

Santa Rosa, CA 95407 (707)523-1229 

South Humboldt EF! 

Darryl Chemey & Greg King c/o POB 34 
Garberville, CA 95440 (707)247-3320 

Uklah EF! 

Judl Bari 106 West Standley 
Uklah, CA 95470 (707)485-0478 
Betty Ball (707)468-1660 

SAN DIEGO EARTH FIRST! • 

Claude Mathis POB 311 
Encinitas, CA 92024 (619)942-8069 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY EF! * 

Karen Pickett POB 83 Canyon, CA 945 16 
(415)376-7329 

Daniel Barton & Brian Gaffney POB 411233 
San Francisco, CA 94141 (415)824-3841 

Santa Cruz EF! * 

Karen DeBraal POB 344 

Santa Cruz, Ca 95061 (408)425-8094 

South Bay EF! 

Rick Bernardl POB 20803 

San Jose, CA 95160 (408)927-0274 


COLORADO EARTH FIRST! * 

Walkabout Newsletter 
POB 1 166 Boulder; CO 80306 

Scott Sala 1141 Emerson St 
Denver, CO 80203 (303)831-6093 

Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80015 

Colorado Springs EF! 

528-C N. Tejon St 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903 (719)473-8164 

FLORIDA EARTH FIRST! * 

POB 13864 Gainesville, FL 32604 
(904)371-8166 

Big Bend EF! • 

Mike Schoelen POB 20582 
Tallahassee, FL 32316 (904)224-6782 


HAWAII EARTH FIRST! 

c/o Paul Faulstich 1777 East-West Rd. 

Honolulu, HI 96848 

MAINE EARTH FIRST! 

Gary Lawless Gulf of Maine Books 
61 Main St. Brunswick, ME 04011 
(207)729-5083 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Connecticut! Valley EF!* 

POB 324 Rowe, MA 01367 (413)339-4216 

MICHIGAN 

Wapin' 

Bob Treemore 3575 Junior Dr. 

Pinckney, MI 48169 (313)878-3805 

MIDWEST HEADWATERS EF! 

HankBruse 235 Travis Drive 

Wisconsin Rapids, Wl 54494 (715)423-5636 

Paul Rechten 7405 Shields Rd. 

Harvard, IL 60033 (815)943-4178 

Chicago EF! 

POB 6424 Evanston, IL 60204 
(312)281-0599 - Gina 

Southern Illinois EF! 

POB 1059 EdwardsvlUe, IL 62026-1059 
(618)692-3246 

MISSOURI EARTH FIRST! 

The Gateway EF! Tribe POB 1961 
St. Louis, MO 63118 (314)752-5011 

Big River EF! POB 189 Pacific, MO 63039 
Orin Langelle (314)257-2437 
A. Woodtree (314)776-3390 

Kansas City EF! 

Mark Swanholm 

POB 10213 Kansas City, MO 64111 

NEW MEXICO EARTH FIRST! 

Brad Lagorlo * 2405 Meadow Rd SW 
Albuquerque, NM 87105 (505)873-0299 

Ganges Wilson Drawer W 
Taos, NM 87571 (505)758-4899 

Upper Rio Grande EF! 

Gary Schiffmiller POB 8659 
Santa Fe, NM 87504 (505)984-1428 

NEW YORK EARTH FIRST! 

Finger Lakes EF! 

Caren Smiley 

POB 101 Ithaca, NY 14851 
Long Island EF! 

PO Box 812, Huntington, NY 11743 
(516) 424-6499 

NORTH CAROLINA EARTH FIRST! * 

Blue Ridge Earth First! 

Bob Carglle/Val Muehlhausen 
61 Church St. #202 Asheville, NC 28801 

OHIO EARTH FIRST! 

Scioto River Group Steve Moore POB 91 
Greencamp, OH 43322 (614)528-2517 

Black Swamp EF! OHIO S.E.C.T. 

Rick B. Van Landingham III c/o Office of 
Student Activities, Student Union Rm 3518 
University of Toledo, 2801 W. Bancroft St. 
Toledo, OH 43606 

Oberlin EF! c/o Bill Fleig 

OCMR Box 874 Oberlin, OH 44074 

(216)775-5588 

OREGON EARTH FIRST! 

Portland EF! 

POB 13765 Portland, OR 97213 
(503)235-0642 

EF! Siskiyou 
Bobcat POB 212 

Williams, OR 97544 (503) 846-7342 

Southern Willamette EF! 

Barry Martin/Karen Wood POB 10384 
Eugene, OR 97440 (503)726-4738 

PENNSYLVANIA EF! 

Three Rivers EF! /TREES! c/o deh'Alrte 

322 Mall Blvd. #128 Monroeville, PA 15146 

(412)795-2542 

TEXAS EARTH FIRST!* 

Christ! Stevens POB 7292 University Station 
Austin, TX 78713 (512) 320-0413 

East Texas EF! 

Dave Burkart Rt. 3, Box 1 14 
Cleveland, TX 77327 (713)592-7664 

VERMONT EF! 

Erik Sohlberg RR1, Box 80-A 

East Corinth, VT 05040 (802)439-6266 

VIRGINIA/DC EARTH FIRST! 

Robert F. Mueller RL 1 Box 250 
Staunton, VA 24401 (703)885-6983 

Appalachian EF! * 

Ernie Reed Box 309 

Nellysford, VA 22958 (804)361-9036 

Virginia Highlands EF! * 

c/o Brenda Vest POB 40 Goshen, VA 24439 

UVA EF! 

Ellis 142 Webb, Station #2 
University of Virginia 
Charlottsvllle, VA 22904-0030 


WASHINGTON EARTH FIRST! GROUPS 
Cheetwoot EF! 

POB 10147 Olympia, WA 98502 

Columbia Plateau EF! 

Brian Barry 222 N. 29th 
Yakima, WA 98902 (509)452-8074 

Okanogan Highlands EF! 

POB 361 Republic, WA 99166 

Olympic Peninsula EF! 

Robin McMillan 

POB 368 Port Townsend, WA 98368 

Seattle EF!/Washlngton EF!* 

George Draffan 

POB 95316 Seattle, WA 98145 

Shuksan EF! 

Tony Van Gessel 

POB 773, Bellingham, WA 98227 

Southwestern WA EF! 

Rory Bowman 

POB 202 Vancouver, WA 98666-0202 
Walla Walla WA EF! 

Environmental House Whitman College 
Walla Walla, WA 99362 (509)527-5378 


WILD ROCKIES EF! * 

Jake Jagoff POB 7891 Missoula, MT 59807 

Yellowstone EF! 

Randall Restless Box 6151 
Bozeman, MT 59715 (406)587-3356 

Wyoming EF! 

655 North Cedar Laramie, WY 82070 

LOCAL 

CONTACTS 

ALASKA 

Eric Holle POB 1324 Haines, AK 99827 
ARIZONA 

Gristle POB 1525 Prescott, AZ 86302 
CALIFORNIA 

Dakota Sid Clifford POB 637 
Cedar Ridge, CA 95924 (916)273-7186 

Louis Ellseo 5579 Medea Valley Dr. 

Agoura Hills, CA 91301 (818)991-4769 

C.T. White 1959 Lake Blvd. #242 
Davis, CA 95616 

Wind River 260 Ashley Ave. #15 
Woodland, CA 95695 (916)668-1409 

DELAWARE/MARYLAND 

Greg DeCowsky Upper Shore Ecology Center 

POB 71 Georgetown, MD 21930 

(301)275-8091 

FLORIDA 

Black Rhino Vegetarian Soc. 

MaVynee O. Betsch 

Rt 3, Box 292 American Beach, FL 32034 

Pan c/o 1507 Edge vale Rd. 

Fort Pierce, FL 34982 (305)466-0833 

HAWAII 

Greenpeace Hawaii POB 10909 
Hilo, HI 96721 (808)935-0770 

INDIANA 

B.Y.R.D. 101 Crawford St. #308 
Terre Haute, IN 47807 

IOWA 

Hal Rowe 722 Westwinds Dr. #3 
Iowa City, I A 52246 (319)354-6674 

KANSAS 

Mountain Yarrow 214 Neosho 
Emporia, KS 66801 (316)342-1621 

Don Yockey Rt. 1, Box 906 
Soldier, KS 66540 (913)834-2431 

LOUISIANA 
ARKLATEX EF! 

c/o Eddie W. Hand 504 W. Louisiana #4 
Ruston, LA 71270 (318)251-2580 

MARYLAND 

Leonard J. Kerpelman 2403 W. Rogers 
Baltimore, MD 21209 (301)367-8855 


MASSACHUSETTS 

Atticus Finch 358 Dorchester St. #3 

Boston, MA 02127-2735 (617)268-3751 

Andrew Power 1874 Commonwealth Ave. #7 
Brighton, MA 02135 

MICHIGAN 

Martin Leverenz 3553 David K. St. 

Waterford, MI 48095 (313)623-9433 

MINNESOTA 

John Petroskas 471 Frontier 

701 Fulton SE Minneapolis, MN 55455-0399 

MISSOURI 

Sue Skidmore 1 364 S. Plaza 
Springfield, MO 65804 (417)882-294 7 

Herb Simon 1007 E. Sixth, Holden, MO 64040 
(816) 732-6400 (w) 732-4954 (h) 

NEBRASKA 

David Langston 839 S. 15th 
Lincoln, NE 68508 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Lawrence H. St. Laurent Jr. 

POB 14- Annex Concord, NH 03301 

NEW YORK 

Gary Bennett 127VassarSt 
Rochester, NY 14607 (716)461-0797 

Geeskaenh c/o Johnson RR1 Box 280 
Barker Rd., Tilly NY 13159 (315)696-6199 

OHIO 

Ohio Valley EF! 

Brian & Theresa Hagemann 

529 Riddle Rd. Cincinnati, OH 45220 

Clint Holley III 28410 S. Bridge Clr. 

Westlake, OH 44145 (216)892-7891 

OKLAHOMA 

Lynette Setzkorn 914 South Pittsburg, 

Tulsa, OK 74112 (918) 834-1759 

OREGON 

Desert Dog 1245 NW Newport 
Bend, OR 97701 (503)388-8927 

Kalmlopsis EF! POB 1444 
Cave Junction, OR 97523 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Antoinette Dwlnga 

842 Library Ave. Carnegie, PA 15106 

Tom "Blgfoot* Byers 1075 Steuben St. #2 
Pittsburgh, PA 15220 (412)921-8269 

TENNESSEE 

Kim Pllarskl Timer 2015 Ford Lane 
Knoxville, TN 37920 (615) 577-1257 

TEXAS 

William Larson 9122 Oak Downs Road 
San Antonio, TX 78230 (512)342-2520 

VIRGINIA 

Larry Holish 410 Ridgeview Apts. 

Blacksburg, VA 24060 (703)951-9155 


USUAL DISGUSTING 
PLEA FOR MONEY 

The Earth First! movement runs on your financial support. We don't 
need as much as other groups since we are grassroots, volunteer, de- 
centralized and have low overhead. Moreover, you get to select 
where your hard-earned money goes. Don't send your contribu- 
tions to this newspaper, send them directly to one of these hard 
working groups: 

‘Earth First! Foundation, POB POB 1683, Corvallis, OR 97339 (con- 
tributions to the Foundation are tax-deductible) 

‘Arizona Earth First!, POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
‘Bay Area Earth First!, POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
*EF! Biodiversity Project, Jasper Carlton, 2365 Willard Road, Park- 
ersburg, WV 26101-9269 (Contributions to the EF! Foundation ear- 
marked for the Biodiversity Project are tax-deductible.) 

*EF! Ocean-Dolphin Task Force POB 77062 Sab Francisco, CA 
94107-7062 

‘Colorado Earth First!, Box 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
‘Florida Earth First!, 6820 SW 78th St., Gainesville, FL 32608 
‘Grazing Task Force, POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
‘Humboldt County Earth First!, POB 34, Garberville, CA 95440 
‘Los Angeles Earth First!, POB 4381, North Hollywood, CA 91607 
‘Midwest Headwaters Earth First!, POB 516, Stevens Point, WI 
54481 

‘New Mexico Earth First!, 456 Amado St, Santa Fe, NM 87501 

‘Nomadic Action Group, POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

‘Ohio Earth First!, POB 91, Greencamp, OH 43322 

‘PAW (Preserve Appalachian Wilderness), POB 36, Jefferson, NH 

03583 

‘Portland Earth First!, POB 13765, Portland, OR 97213 
‘Santa Cruz Earth First!, POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA95061 
‘Southern Willamette Earth First!, POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
•Texas Earth First!, POB 7292, University Station, Austin, TX 78713 
‘Virginians for Wilderness, Route 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 24401 
‘Washington Earth First!, POB 2962, Bellingham, WA 98227 
‘Wild Rockies Earth First!, c/o 834 Sherwood, Missoula, MT 59802 
‘Wolf Action Network, POB 6733, Bozeman, MT 59771 
‘Yellowstone Earth First!, Box 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
This fundraising appeal is placed as a service to the Earth First! 
movement. THANK YOU for your support! 
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San Juan Fish Threatened By (Another) Damn 


by Michael Robinson 

Her headwaters come from the high 
million-and-a-half roadless acres in 
Colorado's San Juan Mountains; she dips 
south to New Mexico but is thwarted by 
Navajo Damn; and her lower trunk also lies 
drowned, beneath Lake Foul in Utah. But in 
between the two damns, cutting hundreds of 
feet below the slickrock desert of Cedar Mesa, 
twists the incredible San Juan River, home to 
Maidenhair Fern, Colorado Columbine, cot- 
tonwood, willow, Beaver, Snowy Egret, Great 
Blue Heron, Canyon Wren, Cougar, Desert 
Bighorn Sheep (but only 20% of the popula- 
tion of five years ago), Spotted Skunk, Ring- 
tail, Anasazi spirit people, Midget Faded 
Rattlesnake, Bald Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, Ra- 
zorback Sucker and Colorado Squawfish. 

The last two are severely endangered: 
the Colorado Squawfish is federally listed as 
Endangered; the Razorback Sucker is listed as 
threatened in Utah and awaits federal listing. 
Formerly migratory, the Colorado Squawfish 
and Razorback Sucker are two of four indige- 
nous Colorado River system fish teetering at 
the edge of extinction because of damns on 
their home range. The other two, the 
Humpback Chub and Bonytail Chub, are not 
known to survive in the San Juan, and the 
Bonytail may be functionally extinct, as 
there is no evidence it has successfully repro- 
duced anywhere in the last 30 years. 

Formerly known as "Colorado salmon" 
and considered a delicacy, the squawfish is a 
top-level predator that can grow to six feet. 
Silver-colored with an olive-green back, and 
often in times past weighing over 80 pounds, 
the Colorado Squawfish holds the distinc- 
tion of being the world’s largest minnow. 
Like salmon in Pacific rivers, migratory 
squawfish would clog the banks of their 
warm, red-silted rivers during spawning 
migrations. Early white farmers reportedly 
tossed them onto their fields with pitchforks 
to serve as fertilizer. In 1962, the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) poisoned parts of the 
San Juan to kill squawfish and other natives 
preparatory to introduction of "sport fish." 

In the Yampa River, the squawfish’sbest 
remaining stronghold, last year’s oil spill 
during spawning season seems to have 
completely prevented reproduction this 
year. Smaller squawfish populations also 
may be present in the Green, White, Duch- 
esne, Dolores, Dirty Devil, and Gunnison 
Rivers, as well as in the Upper Colorado. A 
few may even survive in backwash tributaries 
of the Grand Canyon. In the San Juan River 
only 27 squawfish are known to survive, 
along with 13 Razorback Suckers. 

In addition to dams and poison, the 40 
remaining endangered natives today con- 
tend with a treacherously shallow San Juan 
clogged with sandbars, the latter thanks to 
silt left from Lake Foul's 1984 flooding of the 
lower river. Greenhouse-induced drought 
and bovine-based agriculture diversions to 
the Rio Grande watershed have reduced vast 
portions of the lower river to ankle depth, 
presenting the big fish with the danger of 
stranding, as well as reducing the overall 
biological productivity of the river food 
chain. 

Now a new threat has reared up. Called 
the Animas-La Plata (A-P) project, for the two 
tributaries of the San Juan it would destroy, 
this last big Bureau of Reclamation job would 
divert 18% of the San Juan's remaining flow 
into two new upstream reservoirs and 157 
miles of pipes and canals. Advertised as ful- 
filling "water rights" of the Southern Ute 
nation under the 1908 Supreme Court 
"Winters Doctrine," only 15% of the water 
from A-P would actually reach the Southern 
Utes. Even that amount physically could 
come from Navajo Dam; but this would 
involve buying out other water users, politi- 
cally impossible. 

The Ute leadership (who by no means 
represent the whole tribe) know the tribe 
could win its case in court for water from 
Navajo Damn, but Congress would never al- 
locate the money to enforce a judicial victory 
(just as Congress hasn't allocated sufficient 
hinds to enforce judicially-mandated envi- 
ronmental protection). So they struck a 
compromise: anew water project, Animas-La 
Plata, which would satisfy their claims and 
make available additional water. Shake up 
the barrel and the pork spills out everywhere. 
The only catch in their compromise is a time 
limit. A-P must be completed by the year 
2000 or the deal is off. 

Water projects are like candy for politi- 
cians, who throw temper tantrums when 
they’re taken away. Ground breaking cere- 
monies on A-P were scheduled for May 5 this 
year, so Colorado’s entire political establish- 
ment was stunned when FWS.stepped in at 
the last moment and said they would have to 
study the effects of the project on the re- 
maining Colorado Squawfish, a process that 
would likely last 7 years and leave insuffi- 


cient time to destroy the river by the 2000 
deadline. 

Reaction was swift. Representative Ben 
Nighthorse Campbell and Senators Tim 
Wirth and Bill Armstrong from Colorado, as 
well as Senator Pete Domenici from New 
Mexico, immediately pressed Interior Secre- 
tary Manuel Lujan to "save" A-P. Lujan 
obliged by saying he would "lean on" FWS to 
change their biological evaluation. Citing 
the Mount Graham Red Squirrel and the 
Northern Spotted Owl, he also called on 
Congress to amend the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA) to allow for non-biological criteria 
to be factored into decisions. Manny's wife 
Jean reportedly tried to shut up the Secretary 
as he broached the subject with a Denver Post 
reporter, but was too late. The next day 
Lujan's press secretary and George Bush's 
office were more successful than Jean and 
explained that the Secretary was merely voic- 
ing personal ideas to inspire thought. 

Colorado Governor Roy Romer, not to 
be outdone, quickly awoke from his Earth 
Day speeches and publicly called for conven- 
ing the "God Squad,” a seven-person com- 
mittee empowered to grant exemptions to 
the ESA [at press time, it appears Romer has not 
yet made a formal request to that effect — ed . ]. 
The God Squad consists of the Secretaries of 
Defense, Interior, and Agriculture, and the 
heads of the EPA, the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA, part of 
the Department of Commerce), and the 
President's Council on Environmental Qual- 
ity (CEQ the committee that interprets 
NEPA procedures), and a representative from 
the states. It requires a five person majority 
to grant an exemption, and must consider all 
relevant factors in a project. It has only been 
called five times before, and in three of those 
cases the request for an ESA exemption was 


withdrawn before a decision was made. The 
fourth case involved a dam and associated 
water diversions from a tributary of the 
North Platte River. The project threatened 
the tenuous Whooping Crane population 
downstream in Nebraska. But a mitigative 
settlement was reached that preempted the 
God Squad’s decision. The dam was still 
built; the cranes got water guarantees and 
funding for a monitoring program. The fifth 
case concerned the infamous Tellico Damn; 
there the God Squad rejected exempting the 
Snail Darterfromthe ESA, but theprojectwas 
completed anyway through the Congres- 
sional "rider" process. 

Romer's request for a God Squad deci- 
sion comes in the wake of a parallel request 
from Senator Bob Packwood of Oregon, in- 
volving the Northern Spotted Owl. The 
history of the God Squad indicates that nei- 
ther request is likely to be granted, but in the 
Colorado Squawfish's case the danger is real, 
since the squawfish and the San Juan River 
system have neither the national fame nor 
the charisma of the Spotted Owl and the 
ancient forests. Furthermore, depicting A-P 
as the equivalent of a treaty obligation, as 
Governor Romer does, moves fuzzy-headed 
liberals even more than do pictures of Paul 
Bunyan's teary-eyed family. If the God 
Squad is convened, the three Cabinet mem- 
bers and the state representative would 
almost certainly vote for the project, and 
President Bush could easily order the rest of 
the committee to also vote for the project; 
though if given a choice, the heads of EPA 
and CEQ would likely vote for the river and 
the fish. 

Perhaps more immediately dangerous 
to the Colorado Squawfish and the Razor- 
back Sucker is a legislative rider, whereby 
Congress would attach a special exemption 


to the ESA onto unrelated legislation. In the 
last two years five states (Oregon, Washing- 
ton, Montana, Wyoming, and Arizona) have 
ridden the "rider route" toward extinctions. 
Even worse, the omnipresent threat of riders 
has deterred conservation groups from going 
to court to flex the ESA's muscles, so a few 
Congressional exemptions have effectively 
gutted enforcement of the law everywhere. 

A final long-term danger arises from the 
unified strength of senators from the increas- 
ing number of states undergoing ecosystem 
meltdowns. In the long run we may have to 
deal with a Senate willing to consider Secre- 
tary Lujan's opposition to the ESA as a 
mandate for species retention. The sad irony 
in our opposing the God Squad and Congres- 
sional riders is that if we succeed (and we 
must) we may face a frontal attack on the 
Endangered Species Act. 

Keep slogging through the political 
system, but never, never have faith in it. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: First, write Tim 
Wirth (who has presidential ambitions) 
and tell him how disappointed you are 
that a senator you considered an environ- 
mentalist would consider anything less 
than full implementation of the ESA. 
Next, write Governor Romer (who is su- 
per-sensitive to Colorado's tourist image) 
and tell him you will boycott Colorado if 
the state circumvents the ESA process. 
Finally, be prepared to visit the stunning 
Four Corners region for direct action (a la 
Franklin River, down under) to block the 
damn; remember, all it will take is a delay 
beyond the year 2000. 

•Senator Tim Wirth, US Senate, Washing- 
ton, DC 20510 

•Governor Roy Romer, 136 Capitol Bldg, 
Denver, CO 80203 


Bush Administration Attacks 
Endangered Species Act 


by Dale Turner 

Interior Secretary Manuel Lujan doesn't 
like the environmental protection laws he's 
supposed to enforce. In mid-May, Lujan 
floated a trial balloon for the Bush admini- 
stration by telling an interviewer that the 
Endangered Species Act is "just too tough," 
and that, "We've got to change it." 

Lujan's comments came a few days after 
the Animas-La Plata water project was de- 
railed by a US Fish & Wildlife Service opinion 
that it would jeopardize the Colorado 
Squawfish, an Endangered Species. If built, 
the $589 million reservoir complex in south- 
western Colorado would wipe out one of the 
last two breeding populations of the squaw- 
fish. 

He was most critical, however, of delays 
in approving the proposed Mount Graham 
observatory in southern Arizona. Legal ac- 
tion to defend the Mt. Graham Red Squirrel 
and its native spruce-fir ecosystem have kept 
the University of Arizona from clearing the 
mountaintop this spring. 

"Do we have to save every subspe- 
cies?" Lujan asked. "The red squirrel is 
the best example. Nobody's told me 
the difference between a red squirrel, a 
black one or a brown one." 

According to Steven Goldstein, 
a spokesman (interpreter?) for Lu- 
jan, the Interior Secretary thinks 
that "the Endangered Species Act 
should be used as a shield, butnotas 
a sword." He said there are people 
who "use the Endangered Species 
Act to stop economic progress or 
development because they oppose 
a particular project, and that's 
what Mr. Lujan's upset about." 

Goldstein said Lujan doesn't 
want to weaken the law, just 
make it more flexible. For ex- 
ample, he asked, if there are 
numerous subspecies of an en- 
dangered animal, does each 
need to be preserved where it is 
found or could some be moved? 

Lujan's comments sparked 
indignant cries from well- 
heeled Washington environ- 
mentalists. The noise was loud 
enough that Lujan apologized 
slightly the following week, 
and presidential Press Secre- 
tary Marlin Fitzwater felt 
compelled to state that 
George Bush supports the 
environmental laws of this 
land. 

Barely a week later, 


however, Lujan complained that listing of 
the Northern Spotted Owl would cause great 
problems for the Pacific Northwest timber 
industry. 

Bush followed that with a statement 
that the federal government ought to strike a 
"needed balance" between environmental 
priorities and economic concerns. He said he 
rejects "those who would ignore the eco- 
nomic consequences" of protecting endan- 
gered species such as the Spotted Owl. 

Such comments follow a very consis- 
tent pattern apparent in the Bush admini- 
stration, according to Jasper Carlton of the 
EF! Biodiversity Project. "Protection of en- 
dangered species is very clearly the area of 
lowest emphasis," he said. “They put Lujan 
in office to prevent endangered species from 
delaying any economic devel- 
opment projects on j 
lie lands." 


Carlton pointed to a whole string of recent 
stands taken by federal agencies, including 
those on the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, 
offshore oil leasing, turtle excluder dev-efcs, 
and water releases from Glen Canyon Dr ran. 
"The Bush administration has adopted, :to 
the letter, the rules and regulations promul- 
gated by the Reagan administration ahqut 
enforcement of endangered species protec- 
tions and listing," he said. "And that repre- 
sents the lowest level of enforcement of the 
Endangered Species Act since it was passed." 

Because of the habitat lost to a policy of 
putting the economy ahead of ecology, 
Carlton said, "we are losing species and we 
are losing the ability to recover species in the 
wild." 
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Wolf Symposium Spurns Reintroduction, 
Focuses on Education 


Over 300 people attended the first Ari- 
zona Wolf Symposium sponsored by Pre- 
serve Arizona's Wolves and the Arizona 
Wildlife Society at Holiday Inn in Tempe, AZ, 
March 24-25. On hand were Squish and 
Maim bureaucrats [Arizona Game & Fish 
Department, AGFD; US Fish & Wildlife Serv- 
ice, FWS], Animal Damage Control assassins, 
ranchers, zoologists, wildlife consultants, 
and others who, excepting a few Wolf Action 
Groupies and Earth Firstlers, were content to 
debate reintroduction of the Mexican Wolf 
[a subspecies of Gray Wolf, listed as Endan- 
gered] into oblivion. The symposium was 
only to educate the public on the status of 
the Mexican Gray Wolf, victimized by the 
United States war on predators waged by 
Animal Damage Control [an agency within 
the Animal and Plant Flealth Inspection 
Service (APHIS) of the US Agriculture Dept.]. 

A glance at the sponsor list provides 
context for this disappointing symposium: 
AGRO Land & Cattle, the Sierra Club, and the 
people who enjoy the novelty of having 
endangered species in their backyard, the 
Wolf-hybrid Owners League of Friends. The 
groups allowed the spineless bureaucrats to 
get away with only education, which is just 
short of nothing considering the Mexican 
Gray Wolf has been listed as Endangered 
since 1976. Despite AGFD's repeated surveys 
reporting at least 2 to 1 public support and 
plenty of habitat (IS AZ sites proposed), a 
reintroduction program has been stalled due 
to opposition by ranchers, who can’t accept 
an animal that may eat slow moving live- 
stock. 

The bias against wolf reintroduction 
was evident through the scheduling of the 
speakers. Speeches by ranchers, historians, 
zoologists, ADC exterminators and bureau- 
crats dominated the show, while the actual 
discussion of recovery programs was sched- 
uled just before the dinner break with no 
questions and answers. Discussion on the 
controversial depredation fund (another 


subsidy for cattle growers) failed to question 
data showing that predation tends toward 
zero with combined species grazing of cows 
and sheep protected by dogs. David E. Brown 
gave insightful comments on European graz- 
ing, suggesting Southwestern cattle growers 
might learn to coexist with wolves as Europe- 
ans have for many generations; but no 
EFlers' were invited to speak, in contradic- 
tion to Brown's statement in High Country 
News (4-23-90). 

The keynote speaker, David Mech, pre- 
sented slides on the Ellesmere Island white 
wolves, informing us that some slob pelt 
hunter would follow his footsteps (well 
publicized in National Geographic) to get 
"his" wolves. Keeping with the scientific and 
noncommittal tone of the symposium, 
Mech dodged questions about Alaska's land- 
and-shoot policy, even though he is study- 
ing Denali Park's wolves. 

Warren Parker, who has proven the Red 
Wolf can be reintroduced from a captive 
population, had the most to say about wolf 
reintroduction. Efforts in the Southwest will 
be patterned after his program only when 
funding becomes available from Congress. 
Parker's program is currently receiving up to 
20 times as much as the Southwest program, 
which may explain the lack of effort by Peter 
Siminski’s Mexican Wolf Recovery Team. 

Although White Sands Missile Range's 
refusal to cooperate "terminated" the rein- 
troduction program in the fall of 1987 (ac- 
cording to documents signed by Michael 
Spear, FWS Southwest regional director), the 
lawsuit filed by the New Mexico Wolf Action 
Group against the Departments of Interior 
and Defense for this violation was not 
brought up during the symposium due to 
opposition by the symposium's organizers. 
[Federal agencies are required under ESA 
section 7 to cooperate with Endangered 
Species efforts on their lands.] The lawsuit, 
filed a month later, on 23 April 1990, has 
already prodded the Army into reentering 


The Mexican Wolf in Mexico 


"I'd rather see the very last Mexican 
Wolf die in the wild rather than see many 
Mexican Wolves alive in zoos." With that, 
Julio Carrera established himself as the 
strongest voice for wilderness at the recent 
Arizona Wolf Symposium. 

Carrera's voice carried weight because 
he serves as Director of the National Parks 
and Protected Areas System of Mexico. His 
words made some people squirm because he 
strongly criticized the US Fish & Wildlife 
Service (FWS) and their handling of wolf 
recovery. 

Carrera said that allowing FWS person- 
nel to collect wolves in Mexico for their 
captive breeding program was a terrible 
mistake. "We missed an opportunity by 
giving wolves to the US," he said. "They have 
what they wanted, and they no longer want 
to work with us." 

He said they have given absolutely no 
support to Mexico for keeping wolves alive in 
the wild. Despite a recommendation for a 
complete survey in Mexico by the Mexican 
Wolf Recovery Team, in the Recovery Plan 
approved in 1982, FWS officials have not 
even shown an interest in finding whether 
any wolves remain in Mexico. 

Wolves still roam the mountains of the 
state of Durango, Carrera said, and probably 
hold on In Sonora, Chihuahua, and Zacate- 
cas, but their numbers are few. Roy McBride 
(another speaker at the symposium) esti- 
mated the total population at no more than 
50 breeding pairs in 1978. Those that remain 
are widely scattered, but Carrera said recent 
reports convince him that they do exist. 

Indeed, Dave Brown (author of The 
Wolf in the Southwest and another sympo- 
sium speaker) said he heard wolves howling 
in the Sierra del Nido, winter before last. 

The population has probably declined 
in the dozen years since McBride made his 
informal study. Roads have brought ruinous 
logging, followed by large numbers of cattle, 
and so have caused a steady decline of avail- 
able habitat in formerly remote mountains. 

Roads and cattle also mean a spreading 
population of ranchers, and Mexican ranch- 
ers have been enthusiastic users of the deadly 
Compound 1080. The Mexican government 
outlawed 1080 years ago because it kills so 
many "non-target" species, but ranchers 
have found ways to get it from the US. 

Carrera said that some Mexican cattle- 
men are willing to allow a reintroduction or 
recovery program. These are wealthy land- 
owners who hold vast estates and can afford 
to lose an occasional cow. Most ranchers in 
Mexico, though, would oppose any such 
effort. 


Only a strong show of support, from 
within and outside Mexico, can counter the 
opposition, and that support has yet to 
appear. Carrera said that non-governmental 
environmental organizations have become 
"a powerful force in Mexico, but most people 
are interested in the rainforest. Nobody is 
interested in the drier portions in the 
North." 

Without that support, we may face the 
tragedy of this species dwindling away in 
captivity, Carrera fears. He said, "Unless they 
can show me there is no hope for the Mexi- 
can wolf in the wild, I can't support the 
pteservation of 'dogs' in zoos." 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write a polite 
letter to President Carlos Salinas de Gor- 
tari, Palaceo Nacional, Mexico, DF 06066. 
Stress the importance of wolves in the wild 
and the unique opportunity Mexico has to 
preserve the only remaining wild popula- 
tions of Mexican Wolves. 

You could also write a nasty letter to 
FWS (500 Gold, SW, Albuquerque, NM 
87102), but first read the update. 

— Dale Turner 

LATE-BREAKING NEWS 

Several events in May brought new 
hope to Mexican Wolf fans. The FWS an- 
nounced it would fund a survey of wolves 
remaining in the Mexican wild, apparently 
as an outcome of criticism at the Arizona 
symposium. FWS Regional Director Mike 
Spear (never a friend of Endangered Species) 
also agreed to hire a full-time wolf recovery 
coordinator — provided that activists can 
convince Congress to produce the extra 
funds. 

Also, the Army changed its mind. With 
peace breaking out all over, a new directive 
has come down from the Pentagon that 
military bases should support protection 
efforts for Endangered Species (provided, of 
course, that nothing interferes with national 
"security"). As a result, the commander of 
White Sands Missile Range in southern New 
Mexico agreed to reconsider wolf reintroduc- 
tion there. White Sands was chosen by FWS 
as an ideal reintroduction site because it is 
isolated, has a good prey base, and has NO 
RANCHERS. TheArmybackedoutafteryears 
of saying maybe, evidently because of politi- 
cal pressure. Now they're back to maybe. 
Not incidentally, New Mexico's Wolf Action 
Group recently filed suit against the secretar- 
ies of Interior and Defense for refusing to 
allow wolf recovery efforts at White Sands. 

— DT 


the stalled negotiations for access to White 
Sands. 

Michael Spear's record on Endangered 
Species recovery plans for the Mexican Wolf 
and the Mt. Graham Red Squirrel earns him 
recognition as an enemy of wilderness and 
he should be called upon to resign. The 
Mexican Gray Wolf desperately needs some- 
one from the FWS committed, like Warren 
Parker, to return wolves to the wild; and 
unfortunately, Spear will make the appoint- 
ment. 

The fate of the Mexican Gray Wolf will 
be determined in the next decade, and to 
survive, it must be placed back In the wild. 
The time for education is over: It is time for 
responsible agencies to carry out the man- 
date of the Endangered Species Act to rein- 
troduce the Mexican Gray Wolf. 


What You Can Do: 

1) Put heat on Michael Spear, FWS Re- 
gional Director, demanding he request 
funding from Congress for reintroduction 
of this Endangered Species. Demand 
immediate appointment of a wildlife bi- 
ologist to spearhead the effort. Write 500 
Gold St SW, Albuquerque, NM 87102. 

2) Send money to WAG to cover the esti- 
mated $25,000 cost of the lawsuit: 2118 
Central SE, Suite 46, Alb, NM 87106. 

3) Write the Interior Department for 
immediate reintroduction efforts on 
White Sands Missile Range: 18th & C Sts, 
DC 20240. 

4) Abolish Animal Damage Control! Write 
all your senators, representatives and 
maybe even our "environmental" presi- 
dent, demanding funds be spent instead 
on recovery programs and habitat restora- 
tion. 

— Howler 
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Bald Eagle Needs Letters 

According to the Federal Register of 2-7- 
90, the US Fish and Wildlife Service is review- 
ing the status of the Bald Eagle in preparation 
of a proposal to either reclassify it from 
Endangered to Threatened or delist it. The 
FWS's own Bald Eagle Recovery Team leader 
has expressed opposition to this plan. In a 
Washington Post article of 4-1-90, the leader 
of the Bald Eagle Recovery Team said, "In- 
stead of downgrading the status of the bald 
eagle, we should be vigorously working 
toward preserving its habitat." 

Please write FWS insisting that the 
Bald Eagle still needs protection as an 
Endangered Species. Say that with eagle 
numbers far below their historic levels, 
and with most Bald Eagle habitat already 
destroyed, downlisting would be entirely 
unwarranted, delisting would be worse. 
Tell the FWS that you suspect them of 
using the downlisting and delisting of 
species to make it appear that they are 
successfully restoring Endangered Species 
— which they are not. Write John Turner, 
Director Fish & Wildlife Service, Interior 
Dept, 18th & C Sts, Washington, DC 
20240. Official comments to the Endan- 
gered Species Coordinator were due 3-30, 
but letters there may still help: Endan- 


gered Species Coordinator, FWS, Fed Bldg, 
Fort Snelling, Twin Cities, MN 55111. 

Proposed Panther Program 
Postponed 

Faced with the threat of federal court 
action by a Florida Earth First! activist and 
the EF! Biodiversity Project, the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service has delayed its decision to 
issue Endangered Species permits for taking 
Florida Panthers from the wild for implem- 
entation of a proposed captive breeding 
program. The Florida Panther ( Felis concolor 
coryi) is listed as an Endangered Species, with 
fewer than 50 individuals remaining in the 
wild. [See article last issue.] 

Earlier, a Fish and Wildlife Service no- 
tice, published in the Federal Register on 5 
February 1990, stated that the captive breed- 
ing program should begin "as soon as pos- 
sible." State and federal agencies involved in 
the program had anticipated that permits 
would be granted as early as spring 1990. 

The EF! Biodiversity Project and others 
demanded that an in depth environmental 
analysis be completed and the public and 
independent scientific community be given 
an opportunity to respond to that analysis 
continued on page 23 
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ADOPT A WOLF REINTRODUCTION SITE! 


By Julia Swanson 

"Dream back the bison, sing back the swan!" 

The first step to bringing Mexican 
Wolves back to Arizona is to dream it pos- 
sible. The next step is to act. Arizona Game 
and Fish Department (AGFD) and the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS) are the two agen- 
cies that will implement any reintroduc- 
tions. However, neither the AGFD nor FWS 
has made a commitment to reintroduce' 
wolves anywhere in the state. In absence of 
any commitments, citizens must demand 
that public land managers prepare for wolf 
reintroductions. 

Who are public land managers? In 
Arizona, they include the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM), FWS, Forest Service 
(FS), and State Land Department (SLD). Pri- 
vate land managers include tribal units, 
conservation groups like The Nature Conser- 
vancy and National Audubon Society, corpo- 
rations and individuals. 

A special team of twenty or so adopters 
is needed to ensure Arizona's public land 
managers remember wolf reintroduction 
needs in their day-to-day actions. By focus- 
ing our efforts on particular sites NOW, we 
may be able to make areas more suitable for 
reintroduction by the time AGFD and FWS 
actually evaluate them. We will certainly 
send a signal to agencies that we expect the 
wolf back in Arizona. Another benefit may 
be the creation of a well-informed group to 
work on the Arizona legislature and congres- 
sional delegation — this is essential, since 
political rather than habitat considerations 
are the primary roadblock to wolf reintro- 
duction. 

The primary objectives of the adoption 
process are to 1) find out about any proposed 
actions that would diminish potential for 
wolf reintroduction and 2) identify ways to 
improve wolf- reintroduction potential. If 
you would like become an adopter, call 
(602)792-2690 or write POB 3412, Tucson, 
AZ 85722 and tell me your name, address, 
phone number and the area you intend to 
study. More than one person can adopt the 
same area. 

The Reintroduction Areas 

In 1986, Arizona Game and Fish Dept, 
developed a list of 15 areas that meet basic 
habitat requirements and warrant detailed 
study for reintroduction efforts. This Au- 
gust, AGFD plans to request funding to begin 
site evaluation. Probably only a few of the 
areas will be chosen for site evaluation. 

The table and figure include the Buenos 
Aires Ranch, Empire Ranch and Rincon 
Mountains, as well as all of AGFD's reintro- 
duction sites. The first two areas were pri- 
vately held until just a few years ago. The 
Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge (#17) 
enjoys two great advantages: it is ungrazed, 
and it is managed by the agency responsible 
for wolf recovery. A complicating factor is 
that the refuge was established for the 
Masked Bobwhite, a grassland-dependent 
species driven to the edge of extinction by 
overgrazing. FWS must decide whether 
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continued from page 22 
(pursuant to the ESA and NEPA), prior to the 
approval of any permits. While a National 
Environmental Policy Act lawsuit was being 
prepared for filing in Washington, DC, Dis- 
trict Court, the FWS reversed its decision, 
admitting that mistakes had been made in 
the captive breeding proposal, and granted a 
public comment period following comple- 
tion of its environmental assessment (EA). 

The proposed captive breeding plan 
drew considerable criticism from grassroots 
activists for its attempt to isolate the captive 
breeding program from other critically im- 
portant components of the Panther recovery 
program. The plan also failed to sufficiently 
restrict the number of Panthers that could be 
taken from the wild. 

It appears that the involved state and 
federal agencies are emphasizing protection 
of "genetic diversity" in commercial zoos, in 
lieu of restoring and protecting Panther 
habitat. The Florida Panther Recovery Pro- 
gram has failed to take the necessary steps: 
greatly expand Panther habitat through land 
purchases; secure road closures or modifica- 
tions to eliminate vehicle-caused Panther 
mortalities; remove high impact hunting 
camps and other private inholdings within 
occupied Panther habitat; eliminate live- 
stock grazing from Panther habitat; prohibit 
hunting in large, sensitive core areas of each 
Panther recovery site; eliminate ORV use in 
recovery areas; and pursue alternative plans 
for providing genetic enrichment in the 
wild. Earth First! believes these steps are 


wolves would conflict with recovery of the 
Masked Bobwhite and whether the habitat is 
suitable for wolves. 

The Empire Ranch area (#18), presents 
an opportunity in that the BLM has not yet 
prepared a management plan for the Empire- 
Cienega Ranch Resource Conservation Area. 
Wolf activists can influence the direction of 
management by participating in develop- 
ment of the plan. Interim management in- 
cludes perpetuation of grazing. The upland 
habitat, which varies from disclimax grass- 
land to Plains grassland to the Santa Rita 
Mountains conifer forests, has not been 
evaluated for suitability. 

The Rincon Mountains (#16), while 
having the disadvantage of proximity to 
Tucson, has the advantage of a large cow-free 
area: the Rincon Unit of Saguaro National 
Monument. Adjacent Coronado National 
Forest and private lands in Happy Valley and 
the Little Rincon Mountains, however, are 
grazed. 

Perhaps the least promising areas for 
reintroductions are the Coconino Plateau 
(#5) and the Aquarius-Mohon Mountains 
(#6), due to the lack of federally administered 
land. 

Borderline Decisions 

Many of the Arizona sites share borders 
with other nations: Apache (Ft. Apache, San 
Carlos IRs), Navajo, and Mexico (Sonora, 
Chihuahua). Otherwise deserving areas may 
be overlooked in the evaluation process by 
AGFD and FWS in order to avoid uncertain- 
ties inherent in dealing with these other 
jurisdictions. While both the San Carlos and 
Ft. Apache Indian Reservations appear to 
have large areas of habitat suitable for wolf 
reintroduction, neither FWS nor AGFD are 
proposing any reservation areas be studied 
for reintroductions. However, adopters 
working on Timber Camp (#10), Sierra An- 
cha (#7) and Gila Mountains (#2) should 
consider tribal lands. It remains to be seen 
whether the Apache will show a higher re- 
gard for the wolf than have non-native 
peoples. 

We should remind FWS that the recom- 
mendations of the Mexican wolf recovery 
program apply to Mexico as well as the US, 
though available regulatory and manage- 
ment mechanisms may differ from nation to 
nation. Releases of captive Mexican Wolves 
on either side of the US/Mexico border, while 
requiring much more coordination, could 
benefit the few remaining wolves in Mexico 
by providing additional genetic diversity 
and a political excuse to free up the resources 
for protecting wild wolves that have thus far 
been denied to Mexico's wolves. According 
to the recovery plan "the wolves now in the 
breeding program for which the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service is responsible are con- 
sidered property of Mexico and that federal 
wildlife agencies of both countries have 
agreed to give areas within Mexico priority in 
reintroduction proposals". 

Mexican border sites share another 
potential complication, however. The agen- 
cies, particularly FWS, would like to invoke a 
seldom-used section of the Endangered Spe- 


mandated by existing law and regulations 
and should be accomplished as part of the 
Florida Panther Species Survival Plan. 

What You Can Do: Write to James 
Pulliam, Regional Director, US Fish & 
Wildlife Service, 75 Spring St, SW, Atlanta, 
GA 30303, requesting a copy of the FWS's 
Environmental Analysis for the proposed 
Panther captive breeding program. De- 
mand that the FWS protect and restore 
Panther habitat while severely restricting 
the number of Panthers that can be taken 
from the wild. 

—Jasper Carlton 

FWS Writes Off Caribou in 
MT - EF! Responds 

In one of the most destructive and 
precedent-setting decisions against an En- 
dangered Species recovery effort in this 
country, the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
[FWS] has written off almost any chance for 
a Woodland Caribou recovery effort in 
northwest Montana. The FWS first refused to 
list Montana Caribou in response to a formal 
petition filed by wildlife biologist Doug 
Chadwick, and has now classified the species 
as extinct in the state (3A classification). 
FWS is no longer considering northwest 
Montana as an alternate Woodland Caribou 
recovery area. 

The decision flies in the face of FWS's 
own 1986 Caribou status report which indi- 
cated confirmed Caribou tracks in the Ten 
continued on page 24 


cies Act so that wolves could be killed if 
necessary. [The released wolves would be 
classified as experimental, subject to "preda- 
tor control" if they wandered onto ranch- 
lands.] But will it be legal to kill a wolf, if the 
possibility exists that it is a wild wolf, not a 
reintroduced wolf? Some of the sites in 
question, such as the Atascosa area, may still 
occasionally be visited by wolves. 

The Peloncillo Mountains border both 
Mexico and New Mexico's Gray Ranch. If 
The Nature Conservancy embraces reintro- 
duction on the larger Gray Ranch, perhaps 
National Forest lands in the Peloncillos and 
Chiricahuas can extend the "safe zone" for 
the wolf. 

Wilderness Restoration 

Working on a wolf reintroduction site is 
just one step in EF!'s larger effort toward 
restoring wilderness in the Southwest. More 
than any other species being considered for 
reintroduction, the Gray Wolf [of which the 
Mexican Wolf is a subspecies] requires BIG 
wilderness areas. To achieve a self-sustaining 
population of 100 Mexican Wolves, at least 
5000 square miles of contiguous habitat 
would be necessary (1). Core areas estab- 
lished along the Mogollon Rim offer that 
potential, as do the complex of areas located 
between the Salt and Gila Rivers (#1, 2 and 
10), particularly if other reintroductions 
occurred in the neighboring Gila Wilderness 
of New Mexico. The Mogollon Rim reintro- 
duction sites are outside the historic range of 
the Mexican Wolf subspecies. However, the 
Endangered Species Act would permit rein- 
troducing the Mexican Wolf because the 
subspecies that inhabited these areas are 
extinct. 


Major highway corridors and large pri- 
vately-owned valley lands fragment wild 
areas in southern Arizona. Thus, linkages to 
protected areas in Mexico and New Mexico 
will be needed to provide the necessary 
habitat. 

Key elements in re-creating wilderness 
include closing roads and preventing new 
road construction. Those of you who read 
the "Killing Roads" insertprepared by the EF! 
Biodiversity Project know that wolves are less 
likely to fall prey to vehicles, traps and slob 
hunters in roadless areas. A study by Richard 
Thiel in northern Wisconsin found that road 
density is an important factor in determin- 
ing whether an area can sustain a wolf popu- 
lation (2), and the draft recovery plan for the 
Eastern Timber Wolf [another Gray Wolf 
subspecies] reflects this finding (3). 

Efforts like those of Natural Resources 
Defense Council (NRDC) to reduce grazing 
impacts are also important. Forage must be 
re-allocated to support higher numbers and 
diversity of native wildlife. Wolf activists 
should take advantage of NRDC attorneyjoe 
Feller's do-it-yourself guide to reducing graz- 
ing impacts on BLM lands (4). 

SOURCES 

1. Mexican Wolf Recovery Team, 1982. 
Mexican Wolf Recovery Plan. 

2. Thiel, Richard P., 1985. The relationship 
between road densities and wolf habitat 
suitability in Wisconsin. Amer. Midi. Nat. 
113: 404-407. 

3. Eastern Timber Wolf Recovery Team, 
1990. Draft Eastern Timber Wolf Recovery 
Plan. 93. 

4. Feller, Joseph M., 1990. "A do-it-yourself 
guide" High Country News 22 (5): 9. 
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OLD-GROWTH IN THE EAST 


by Mary Davis 

Editor's note: This is the second of three parts in 
an inventory of all remaining old-growth in the 
eastern U.S. These tracts of forest, most of them 
never cut and generally larger than 1 00 acres, 
have enormous ecological significance. Many 
enjoy some sort of protected status. Those not 
protected should be key targets for preservation 


SOUTHEAST 


ALABAMA 

Alabama is known to have two tracts of 
virgin forest and several areas that are possi- 
bly virgin. Bee Branch Gorge, the finer virgin 
tract, is described below. Champion Interna- 
tional owns the other, a 50-acre roadside 
park of virgin Longleaf Pine ( Pinus palustris), 
which is bisected by US highway 31 (Escam- 
bia County). Possibly virgin areas include a 
ridgetop tract of Live Oak ( Quercus virginiana) 
and Longleaf Pine near Gulf Shores (Baldwin 
County); and a "very mature, if not virgin" 
river bottomland forest, more than 80 acres 
in size, on the Conecuh River (Escambia 
County), owned by Auburn University (1). 

Additional remnants of old-growth "are 
probably scattered in the larger river 
swamps," in particular in the Tensaw Delta 
region, north of Mobile Bay. Oxbows along 
the Alabama River have been reported to be 
the site of 500-year-old cypresses (1). The 
Alabama Natural Heritage Program is pres- 
ently compiling information on rare species 
and communities (1). 



In an unprecedented action, the US Fish and Wildlife Service has written off almost any chance for a Woodland Caribou recov- 
ery effort in northwest Montana. 


campaigns. This study is as comprehensive as 
possible, but probably contains both errors and 
omissions. We would appreciate receiving cor- 
rections, revisions, and additions to this report, 
which we shall incorporate into future publica- 
tions. They should be sent to the author, c/o EF! 
Journal, POB 7, Canton, NY 13617. — DT 


The Cottaquilla Girl Scout Council 
recently cut some 200 acres of a 1000-acre 
tract in Calhoun County that had been 
donated to the Council by Kimberly Clark. 
The Girl Scouts had decided to establish a 
pine plantation. The 200 acres, believed to 
be the best on the tract, bore old-growth 
(reportedly possibly virgin) hardwood. The 
Alabama Conservancy unsuccessfully sug- 
gested alternative plans for the tract (1, 2, 4). 

Bee Branch Gorge, in the Sipsey Wilderness, 
in Bankhead National Forest (Lawrence 
County) 

Stands of virgin forest on 150 acres, 
along the upper portion of the 2-kilometer 
creek (1, 5, 7). The dominant trees are East- 
ern Hemlock ( Tsuga canadensis) and Ameri- 
can Beech ( Fagus grandifolia). Tulip Poplar 
(. Liliodendron tulipifera ) is also important (6). 
In fact, the gorge boasts the largest Tulip 
Poplar in Alabama, 80" In diameter and 150' 
high (7). The dominant shrub canopy spe- 
cies are Catbriers ( Smilax spp.), Muscadine 
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continued from page 23 
Lakes area of northwest Montana in 1984 
and numerous sighting reports in the 1980s, 
and which concluded that "the recent re- 
ports of caribou suggest that a few caribou 
continue to utilize habitat in and adjacent to 
Montana." In addition, a Caribou bull was 
photographed by wildlife biologists in the 
Upper Yaak area of northwest Montana in 
1987, and wolf researchers discovered Cari- 
bou hair in Gray Wolf scats 6-8 miles north 
of the United States/Canadian border last 
winter. 

The FWS decision also ends any chance 
for the reintroduction of Woodland Caribou 
to Glacier National Park. The Plains Bison 
and Woodland Caribou are presently the 
only known native faunal species missing 
from the Northern Continental Divide Eco- 
system. If the Bush administration has its 
way, that ecosystem will never again be bio- 
logically Intact. 

The FWS apparently bowed to pressure 
from the state of Montana and logging inter- 
ests in deciding not to add northwest Mon- 
tana to the historic Caribou habitat areas 
protected under the Endangered Species Act. 
Presently, Woodland Caribou and its habitat 
are only protected in the Selkirk Ecosystem 
of northern Idaho and extreme northeast 
Washington. Woodland Caribou are gener- 
ally considered the rarest indigenous mam- 
mals in the contiguous US. Their federal 


protection would curtail the cutting of ma- 
ture to old-growth spruce/fir and cedar/ 
hemlock forests on the Kootenai and 
Flathead National Forests. 

This may be the first time the FWS has 
actively discouraged the dispersal and natu- 
ral repopulation of a critically Endangered 
Species back into suitable, historic range. 
Caribou from adjacent Idaho and southern 
British Columbia have historically inter- 
changed with Caribou in northwest Mon- 
tana. Range rotation is a well known part of 
Woodland Caribou ecology. 

The FWS decision may also jeopardize 
the long-term success of the Selkirk Caribou 
Recovery effort in the adjacent Idaho Pan- 
handle since it robs the program of a second 
recovery area. The West Cabinet Mountains 
in the Cabinet/Yaak Ecosystem of northwest 
Montana are considered the second best 
recovery area for Woodland Caribou — but 
are scheduled by the Forest Service for con- 
tinued massive logging. 

The EF! Biodiversity Project and grass- 
roots environmental groups in Montana 
have protested the decision and are explor- 
ing legal options available in the event that 
FWS does not respond appropriately to the 
administrative appeals already filed. 

Letters are needed: Please write to 
John Turner, Director, US Fish & Wildlife 
Service, 18th & C Sts, NW, Washington, 
DC 20240, insisting that FWS list and 


Grape ( Vitis rotundi folia), and Mountain 
Laurel ( Kalmia latifolia) (6). The rare Diana 
Fritillary Butterfly is present (3). 

SOURCES: 

(1) Bailey, Mark A., Zoologist/Data Manager, Alabama Natu- 
ral Heritage Program. 1990, Jan. 4. Letter. 

(2) Conroy, Pete, President, AL Conservancy. 1990, March 
9. Phone call. 

(3) Federal Committee on Ecological Reserves. 1977. A 
Directory of Research Natural Areas on Federal Lands of the 
United States of America. Forest Service, US Department of 
Agriculture. 

(4) Gunn, Scott C., Coordinator/Botanist, AL Natural Heri- 
tage Program. 1990. Jan. 16. Letter. 

(5) Graham, Wallace, Public Affairs Staff Officer, National 
Forests in Alabama. 1990, Jan. 10. Letter. 

(6) Hardin, Dennis E. and Kenneth P. Lewis. 1980. Vegeta- 
tion Analysis of Bee Branch Gorge, a Hemlock-Beech 
Community on the Warrior River Basin of Alabama. Casta- 
nea 45:248-56. 

(7) US Forest Service. The Bee Branch Scenic Area. [Flyer.] 

DELAWARE 

W. F. Gabel of the state's Division of 
Resource Management writes that there is a 
consensus among the staff that Delaware has 
no "old growth timber of consequence" (1). 
(1) Gabel, W. F., State Forester, Delaware 
Division of Resource Management. 1990, 
Feb. 7. Letter. 

FLORIDA 

The Florida Natural Areas Inventory 
identifies more than 80 types of natural 
communities, many of which are forested. 
We give examples of only a few, for a variety 
of reasons. The Florida Inventory, like most 
state inventories, cannot access computer- 
ized site descriptions by means of the terms 
"old-growth" or "virgin." Hunting manu- 


protect Woodland Caribou in Montana as 
Endangered. 

—Jasper Carlton 

Biodiversity Update: 
Cahaba Shiner 

In an effort to delay the listing of the 
Cahaba Shiner as an Endangered Species (see 
May Issue), the Greater Birmingham Area 
Chamber of Commerce recently requested a 
public hearing. Accordingto the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS), the hearing will take 
place in late June. This extends the public 
(written) comment period until after the 
hearing. 

Letters should firmly state that the 
Cahaba River is known by biologists as 
one of the nation's most diverse aquatic 
ecosystems, and that it needs protection. 
The ecosystem is in severe peril, yet the 
state of Alabama refuses to protect it. This 
is not a single species issue! A multiple 
listing for the Cahaba's many endangered 
and threatened species is a top priority for 
the EF! Biodiversity Project. One of Dixie's 
greatest rivers needs help! Take those pens 
out and get busy! Write FWS, Jackson Mall 
Office Center, 300 Woodrow Ave. Suite 
316, Jackson, MS 39213. 

— Ned Mudd Jr. 
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ally for all the sites we sought would have 
been too time consuming, given the staff 
situation. Furthermore, not all types of 
communities have been studied with an eye 
to locating uncut stands; and some are not 
sufficiently well understood for virgin areas 
to be identified. Most importantly, the per- 
vasiveness of catastrophic human and natu- 
ral disturbances in Florida means that undis- 
turbed examples of many types of communi- 
ties no longer exist. Although Flor- 

ida was not densely populated until recent 
decades, the land has been thoroughly 
worked over. All the trees worth cutting for 
timber were felled by 1940. The entire state 
has been grazed by cattle. A cow has proba- 
bly been "on every square inch, " says Dennis 
Hardin of the state's Division of Forestry (8). 
In addition, feral hogs have grazed the state 
(14). 

Communities have been subject to 
fires, hurricanes, and floods also; cata- 
strophic natural disturbances are integral to 
Florida ecosystems. On the other hand, 
Florida's Longleaf, Pond, and Slash Pine 
communities are characterized by frequent, 
low-intensity ground fires that kill few ma- 
ture trees. It is hard to fit the concept of a 
climax forest to Florida, Hardin says, because 
here everything burned (8). Linda Duever of 
KBN Engineering points out that for a ham- 
mock (i.e., a hardwood forest) to become old- 
growth it must be protected by a fire break. 
Thus old -growth hammocks are found only 
on islands and peninsulas and other sites 
topographically protected from fire (5). 

Because of fires, Sand Pine scrub, which 
dominates much of Ocala National Forest, 
does not become old-growth. It is, neverthe- 
less, often uncut. (It is also generally not 
grazed by livestock, because the stands are 
dense and have no grass.) This scrub is found 
on the highest and driest uplands — the xeric 
equivalent of pocosins (5). As the name 
indicates, Sand Pine ( Pinus clausa) is the 
dominant tree, and the vegetation is mostly 
dwarfed. The scrub, which hosts at least 30 
endemic species of plants and animals, many 
of themThreatened or Endangered, burns on 
a natural schedule of 30-40 or at most 100 
years. Thus the Sand Pine has a maximum 
age of 1 00 years, although the trees may grow 
80' tall (14). 

Longleaf Pine communities may have 
older trees, although these communities are 
also subject to and need periodic fires. As the 
fires are low intensity and seldom crown, 
most trees survive! Nevertheless, Longleaf 
Pine scarcely enters the Florida old-growth 
picture, because of logging. However, Long- 
leaf Pines of about 100 years old show some 
old-growth characteristics and are used by 
the Red-cockaded Woodpecker, a bird gener- 
ally classified as old-growth dependent (and 
listed by the US Fish and Wildlife Service as 
Endangered). 

The Florida Natural Areas Inventory 
provided us with a list of sites that it specified 
were not necessarily "'virgin,' (i.e., some 
single tree harvesting may have occurred in 
the past)"; but "should be considered 'old 
growth' with intact ground cover, shrub 
layers and ‘natural processes."’ The staff is 
not sure that all the sites are still as described, 
particularly those on private land (11). We 
give separate entries to each of their sites that 
are over 100 acres or that appear to be of 
particular interest for other reasons. 

Additional sites of old-growth cypress 
include a 15-acre cypress dome on Heather 
Island project near Oklawaha River (Marlon 
County) (11); Orange Lake Cypress — 40 
acres of Baldcypress in three separate clusters 
in a basin swamp, apparently undisturbed by 
logging or grazing and owned by The Nature 
Conservancy (Marion County) (13); and Big 
Cypress Bend — about 40 acres of virgin 
cypress at least partially in Fakahatchee 
Strand State Preserve (Collier County) (11). 

Rex Daubenmire has studied several 
virgin hammocks of 1/2-1 acre each in Lake 
County. They are normally drained so are 
sometimes described as xeric even though 
they are not extremely dry. Trees include 
hickory, oaks, magnolia, and bay. An ac- 
count by Prof. Daubenmire will appear 
shortly in the American Midland Naturalist 
(4). 

Since the acreage of a number of the 
sites below is uncertain, the sites are arranged 
geographically, starting with the panhandle 
and working east and then south. Naval 
Oaks Reserve, in Pensacola (Escambia 
County) . 

Approximately 200 acres of old-growth 
coastal Live Oak ( Quercus virginiania), pre- 
sumably owned by the Department of De- 
fense (11). There are many Live Oak ham- 
mocks along the Florida coast. These ham- 
mocks were usually logged for species other 
than Live Oak, and the oak left standing. 
Since the logging took place long ago, re- 
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searchers looking at coastal hammocks have 
difficulty reconstructing their history (14). 
Presumably the Pensacola hammock was 
selectively cut. 

The Nature Corners _y's purchase of 
60 miles along the Big Bend Coast on the 
Gulf of Mexico secured numerous coastal 
hammocks. The area as a whole is described 
as "largely untouched wetlands and forested 
coastline" (9). Patterson Natural Area, on 
Eglin Air Force Base (Okaloosa County) 

A 300-acre Longleaf Pine-sandhill com- 
munity, owned by the Department of De- 
fense. Virtually all communities of this type 
wereloggedinthel900sand 1930s (8). With 
the possible exception of the Dunn and 
Register tract described below, this is the 
oldest known Longleaf Pine-sandhill stand 
in Florida. The trees here are up to 250 years 
old (11); but this does not qualify them as 
old-growth, because Longleaf Pine can reach 
400-500 years of age. Until recently the 
Natural Area comprised 800 acres, but 500 
were cut. The acreage left has not been 
properly cared for and is in need of restora- 
tive management (8). 

St. Joseph Peninsula Sta e Park, the end of 
a peninsula on the Gul of Mexico (Gulf 
County) 

Slash Pines ( Pinus elliottii ) in a 25,000- 
acre park. The stand contains no visible 
stumps, and the pines were probably never 
cut, because, like those on Caladesi Island 
(see below), they were not big enough to 
have appealed to loggers (16). 

Apalachicola Bluffs and Ravines Preserve 
on the Apalachicola River (Liberty County) 

200-300 acres of old-growth mixed 
hardwoods and pine on the preserve's steep 
bluffs and ravines. Oak and hickory were 
probably removed before 1930 or 1940. 
Nevertheless, the preserve probably contains 
trees 200 years old that may be original. The 
site contains numerous endemic and dis- 
junct species, and probably more species of 
plants and animals than any area of equiva- 
lent size in the Coastal Plain. TNC owns the 
preserve (6, 8). 

Torreya State Park (Liberty County) 

A narrow band of perhaps 100 acres of 
old-growth beech- magnolia and spruce- 
pine and oak on steep land in a 2000-acre 
state park (8). Jim Stevenson has seen no 
stumps here (16). In the same area as the 
above site, Torreya contains numerous en- 
demics, including the tree ( Torreya taxifolia) 
for which it is named. 

Slash Pine Tract, in Bradwell Bay Wilder- 
ness, Apalachicola National Forest (Wakulla 
County) 

A Slash Pine-gum swamp. The Florida 
Natural Areas Inventory sets the size at plus 
or minus 100 acres. Bob Simon thinks this 
tract may be the best virgin Slash Pine left, 
and that it is larger than 100 acres (11, 14). 

Pond Cypress Swamps, in Apalachicola NF 

Thousands of acres of virgin 
Pondcypress ( Taxodium ascendens ) growing 
in patches that maybe several hundred acres 
in size. The trees are gnarled, old, and gener- 
ally stunted. In some places they are like 
bonzai trees, though they are sometimes 50’ 
tall (14). 

Tate's Hell Swamp (Franklin County) 

A tract of virgin Pondcypress in a pri- 
vately owned swamp. The Pondcypress here 
is an extension of this community type in 
the Apalachicola National Forest (14). 

Woodyard Hammock (Leon County) 

A 74-acre beech-magnolia tract with 
trees more than 300 years old. The area has 
had some salvage, but no cutting. It is 
privately owned (7). 

Gum Swamp Research Natural Area, in 
Osceola National Forest (Columbia and 
Baker Counties) 

An old-growth cypress-gum-maple 
swamp within a 373-acre RNA (11). 

San Felasco Hammock State Preserve, 
northwest of Gainesville (Alachua County) 

80 acres of selectively logged old- 
growth in a mature mesic hammock cover- 
ing more than halfof the 6 176-acre preserve. 
Mesic hammock is a mixed species, predomi- 
nantly hardwood forest, apparently with 
more species of woody plants than any other 
community type in North America north of 
Mexico. 

Atlantic White Cedar Stand, in Mormon 
Branch Botanical Area, Ocala NF (Marion 
County) 

An Atlantic White Cedar ( Cha - 
maecyparis thyoides ) stand of approximately 
100 acres. Only a few trees have been cut, as 
if in acts of vandalism. The cedar are up to 80' 


tall and 3' in diameter. Dominant trees in 
addition to the cedar are Cabbage Palm 
(Sabal palmetto) and Loblolly Bay ( Gordonia 
lasianthus). The Red Maple and the Florida 
Willow ( Salix floridana) are present, as is the 
Needle Palm ( Rhapidophyllum hystrix) in the 
understory. Undine (Pamassiagrandi flora) is 
at its southernmost limit, and the Pieris phil- 
lyrei folia, which grows up the cedar, nearly at 
its southernmost limit. The Florida Anise- 
Tree ( Illicium floridanum) is abundant here, 
although it is a fairly rare plant (14). 

Hardwood Swamp, in Mormon Branch 
Botanical Area, Ocala NF 

600 acres that appear to be virgin hard- 
wood swamp, adjacent to the Atlantic White 
Cedar stand described above. Red Maple, 
Swamp Tupelo ( Nyssa aquatica), and Black 
Gum ( Nyssa sylvatica ) are the dominant 
trees. Underneath is Needle Palm, a Florida 
endemic (14). 

Cabbage Palm Hammocks, William 
BeardsallTosohatchee State Reserve (Orange 
County) 

About 2000 acres of Cabbage Palm 
hammocks, of which at least half are virgin, 
except for cattle grazing and a somewhat 
lowered water table. The remaining acres 
originally bore a mixture of Cabbage Palm, 
Red Cedar (Juniperus virginiana) and Live 
Oak; fire or logging removed the Red Cedar 
and Live Oak. The uncut areas were origi- 
nally pure Cabbage Palm. The palms are tall, 
but they have no annual rings so their age is 
unknown. Grazing would not have greatly 
affected this type of community (14). The 
reserve is owned by the FL Dept of Natural 
Resources. 

Jim Creek Cypress Swamp, in Tosohatchee 
State Reserve 

1000 virgin acres in a 2000-acre 
floodplain cypress swamp. Baldcypress is the 
dominant tree. Other important trees are 
Black Gum, Red Maple, Pumpkin Ash ( Frax - 
inus profunda) (14) and/or Popash ( Fraxinus 
caroliniana) (11), Dahoon Holly ( Ilex cassine) 
(11), and Cabbage Palm (16). The area has 
undergone hydrological manipulations (11) 
and grazing; but, as with the Cabbage Palm 
hammocks, the grazing has not had a major 
impact. The cattle move through cypress- 
hardwood swamp fast, because they do not 
find much to eat. They do more damage in 
areas dominated by pine and in hammocks 
other than palm (14). Blechnum Fern and 
Florida Shield Fern are among the plants 
found in the cypress swamp. 

« 

Beehead Ranch Pine Flatwoods in 
Tosohatchee State Reserve 

20-40 acres of Slash Pine mingled with 
Cabbage Palm in a 600-acre mesic flatwood 
area. The large trees are said to be 250 years 
old. The understory is Saw Palmetto-Wire- 
grass ( Aristida stricta). The inventory charac- 
terizes this stand as "virgin" (1 1). Jim Steven- 
son describes 40 acres of old-growth Slash 
Pine in Tosohatchee, probably the same 
stand, as having had select trees removed, 
although the standing trees are original (16). 
Florida's flatwoods were cut-over decades 
ago, except for a few remnants, most of 
which are now surrounded by conifer plan- 
tations (10). 

Caladesi Island State Park, a barrier island 
on the Gulf of Mexico (Pinellas County) 

A 630-acre uncut area, some of which is 
in Slash Pine forest (16). 

Dun and Register Longleaf Tract (Volusia 
County) 

Possibly as much as 800 acres of "old 
growth (virgin?)" Longleaf Pine. The pine 
had a healthy Wiregrass understory, when 
the Heritage Inventory characterized the 
stand (11). 

Strand W of Cow Bone Island Seminole 
Indian Reservation (Hendry County) 

Approximately "700 acres ?" of strand 
swamp with virgin cypress (11). Strand 
swamp is a broad channel with peat over a 
mineral substrate, seasonally inundated 
with flowing water; tropical or subtropical, 
and subject to occasional fires (1). 

Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary, in south- 
western Florida (Collier County) 

700 acres of old-growth Baldcypress of 
which 200 acres are virgin, in an 1 1, 000-acre 
sanctuary, owned by the National Audubon 
Society (3). The cypresses are up to 130' in 
height and 25’ in girth, and many are over 
700 years old. The trees were spared from 
logging because their wood had a spiral grain 
(16). 

Big Cypress National Preserve (Collier 
County) 

Virgin "hat rack" Pondcypress. The 
trees were never cut, because they are stunted 


and only about 10-20' tall, even though 
"hundreds of years old" (5). They grow in a 
thin layer of marl, over limestone bedrock (5, 
8 ). 

James R. Snyder of Big Cypress Preserve 
wrote that the preserve has 23,500 acres of 
uncut pinelands (15). Linda Duever, who 
learned the history of the area from residents 
as well as studied the trees directly, believes 
the pinelands were logged (5). 

The Florida Keys 

West Indian tropical hammock and 
pine rockland habitat. Mark Robertson of 
The Nature Conservancy's office in the Keys 
reports that nobody has looked intensively 
for old-growth in the Florida Keys. He thinks 
the northern half of Key Largo may have one 
or two sites of uncut and ungrazed old- 
growth hammock, including Gong Ham- 
mock. He does not know whether there are 
virgin old- growth hammocks in the lower 
Keys, because they have not been studied for 
old-growth. Florida's Conservation and 
Recreation Lands Program has been working 
with TNC to acquire 2000 acres in northern 
Key Largo that TNC and the state describe in 
a non-technical context as "old growth 
hammock" (17). So far 1520 acres have been 
acquired or are under option (1). 

The lower Keys, Robertson says, have a 
great deal of virgin old-growth pine rock- 
land, perhaps 2000 acres of fractured or frag- 
mented stands. Widely separated Slash Pine 
dominate pine rockland communities. Thri- 
nax and Coccothrinax Palms are also pres- 
ent; and the ground cover is comprised of 
fairly lush grasses and herbs (12). Pine rock- 
land communities are also found on the 
mainland north to Dade County (10). 
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GEORGIA 

Jonathan P. Ambrose of the Georgia 
Natural Heritage Inventory describes five of 
the forests listed below as "old growth," but 
acknowledges that it is "difficult, if not 
impossible to document" that an area has 
never been grazed, farmed, or cut. Some of 
the areas "have been selectively logged in the 
distant past, but all presently show mature 
climax-stage characteristics" (1). 

Kenneth D. Henderson, Forest Supervi- 
sor for Chattahoochee- Oconee National 
Forests, writes that the Forest Service has 
determined that there "are no stands of vir- 
gin forests" in these two National Forests. 
Sosebee Cove in Chattahoochee NF, which 
Mohlenbrock describes in The Field Guide to 
U.S. National Forests (p. 360) as "virgin," is a 
stand of second growth Yellow Poplar, still 
showing "signs of old logging skid trails." 
The only areas in the Chattahoochee that 
have never been logged are 2-3-acre stands 
on either side of Coon Den Ridge (3). 

Big Woods, in Greenwood Plantation, 
southwestern Georgia (Thomas County) 
Approximately 200 acres of Longleaf 
Pine-Wiregrass. The land is privately owned, 
but managed by Tall Timbers Research Sta- 
tion of Tallahassee, Florida. Like the other 
two tracts in Thomas County described by 
Sharon Hermann of Tall Timbers Research 
Station, Big Woods has never been cut as far 
as is known, although isolated trees could 
have been cut in the last century, and salvage 
has been carried out since 1900. The two 
Longleaf Pine tracts have had their fire se- 
quence altered, and researchers do not know 
the effects of this change (1, 2). 

Wade Tract Preserve (Thomas County) 

198 acres of Longleaf Pine-Wiregrass 
and a buffer zone. The land is privately 
owned (2). This is widely reported to be the 
largest remaining virgin Longleaf Pine-Wire- 
grass stand anywhere. 


Ebenezer Creek Swamp, east of Springfield 
near GA's eastern border (Effingham 
County) 

1350 acres of cypress-gum swamp 
owned by several private landholders. A 
road cuts across the long, narrow area that 
follows the line of the creek (1). 

Marshall Forest Preserve, one mile west of 
Rome (Floyd County) 

90 acres of virgin pine-oak and mixed 
hardwood forest on a 252-acre tract (5), 
owned by The Nature Conservancy, which 
says the 90 acres "may be the last virgin pine- 
oak woodland to be found in the Ridge and 
Valley Province, which stretches from Penn- 
sylvania to Alabama." The Large-flowered 
Skullcap ( Scutellaria montana) lives there. A 
trail for the blind passes through the pine- 
oak forest (1, 4). 

Titi Hammock (Thomas County) 

Approximately 75 acres of old-growth 
in private ownership. TNC has an easement 
on the property (2). 

Fembank Forest, in metropolitan Atlanta 
(DeKalb County) 

65 acres of mesic hardwood forest 
owned by the Fernbank Science Center. The 
forest includes huge oaks, Tulip Poplars, 
beeches, and hickories (1). 

Lewis Island Natural Area, northwest of 
Darien on the southern coast (McIntosh 
County) 

A small virgin stand of Baldcypress in a 
5890-acre area of second growth bottomland 
hardwoods and cypress-gum swamps. Rare/ 
sensitive species pre r nt include the Ameri- 
can Swallow- tailed Kite ( Elanoides forficatus), 
Limpkin ( Aramus guarauna), and several 
endemic clams (1). 
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oochee- Oconee National Forests. 1990, Jan. 30. Letter with 
maps. 

(4) The Nature Conservancy. Georgia. TNC Magazine 
39(4):27. 

(5) Rolls, Alice, GA Field Office of TNC. 1990, March 9. 
Phone call. 

MARYLAND 

In February 1989 the Maryland Forest, 
Park and Wildlife Service set up a committee 
to investigate "the issue of old growth for- 
ests." On the Old Growth Committee are 
representatives of Wildlife, Cooperative For- 
estry, the Natural Heritage Program, and the 
State Forests and State Parks. The committee 
has recommended that "a statewide inven- 
tory, with particular emphasis on all Forest, 
Park and Wildlife Service lands" be con- 
ducted to identify existing old-growth 
stands and to examine protected lands to 
assess their future as old-growth. It has asked 
that after the survey, "specific objectives for 
the maintenance of old growth as a compo- 
nent of Maryland’s landscape" be set (2, p. 9). 

The first counties to be inventoried will 
be Allegany and Garrett in western Mary- 
land. The staff of the Natural Heritage Pro- 
gram has already done preliminary work and 
found nine possible candidates for old- 
growth designation. All are in Savage River 
State Forest. The tracts are not virgin, but 
they seem to have been "only lightly high- 
graded" instead of clearcut during the early 
1900s, when the forests in the area were 
felled. The sites range in size from about 100 
to 400 acres. All are either oak dominated, 
cove or northern hardwoods, or a hemlock- 
northern hardwood mix. Some have trees 
over 200 years old (3). 

Belt Woods (Prince George's County) is 
the only old-growth forest on Maryland's 
coastal plain. It is 43 acres of mesic upland, 
Tulip Poplar and oak forest, owned by the 
state (1). 

SOURCES: 

(1) Davidson, Lynn, Data Base Coordinator, Maryland 
Natural Heritage Program. 1990, March 13. Phone call. 

(2) Maryland Forest, Park, and Wildlife Service. 1989. Old 
Growth Forest Ecosystems. MD Dept of Natural Resources, 
Baltimore. 

(3) MD Natural Heritage Program. 1990, March 12. Letter. 

MISSISSIPPI 

Because of its accessibility, the land now 
comprising the National Forests of Missis- 
sippi was cut before it was purchased in the 
1930s. Therefore, almost all National Forest 
standsarenow50to80yearsold. Theknown 
exceptions are small stands of Loblolly Pine 
( Pinus taeda) in the Homochitto NF (3); Bien- 
ville Pines Scenic Area described below; and 
three areas of what is believed to be virgin 
forest in Delta NF (Wieland). Delta, a bot- 
tomland hardwood forest, is the only repre- 
sentative of a southern floodplain forest in 
the entire National Forest System. The three 
continued on page 26 
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OLD-GROWTH. . . 

continued from page 25 
Delta tracts are now Research Natural Areas, 
named respectively after dominant trees in 
each: Green Ash (70 acres). Overcup Oak (40 
acres), and Red Gum (40 acres), which in- 
cludes a population of the Endangered shrub 
Pondberry ( Lindera melissifolium) (1). We 
describe the largest of the three. 

Bienville Pines Scenic Area, in Bienville 
National Forest, near the town of Forest 
(Scott County) 

1 60 acres with Shortleaf Pine (Pinus echi- 
nata) and Loblolly Pine more than 100' tall. 
Also in the area are Sweetgum ( Liquidambar 
styraciflua) and various oaks. Opinions on 
the area's history vary. Mohlenbrock charac- 
terizes the tract as "virgin forest" (3, p. 26); 
Ronald Wieland of the Mississippi Natural 
Heritage Program writes that it was "proba- 
bly selectively cut" before 1935 (4); Gene A. 
Sirmon with the National Forests of Missis- 
sippi, says the stand is 150 years old, and 
"was set aside" when the area was cut in the 
late 20s (3). The Red-cockaded Woodpecker 
( Picoides borealis ) inhabits the pines (4). 

Green Ash RNA, in Delta NF (Sharkey 
County) 

70 acres of virgin bottomland hard- 
wood forest, dominated by Green Ash ( Frax - 
inus pennsylvanica) up to 200-250 years in age 
and by Nuttall Oak (Quercus nuttallii). Alsoof 
importance are Hackberry ( Celtis laevigata), 
American Elm ( Ulmus americana), and, to a 
lesser extent, Overcup Oak ( Quercus lyrata). 
Palmetto ( Sabal minor) and greenbriers ( Smi- 
lax spp.) are the main -pecies in the sparse 
understory. The area -« usually flooded 1-3 
weeks each year with 3-4 feet of water (2). 

SOURCES: 

(1) Devall, Margaret S. and Paul F. Ramp. Forest Service 
Research Natural Areas and the Study of Old Growth In the 
South, a paper presented to the Natural Areas Conference In 
Knoxville, TN, Oct. 1989. 

(2) Mohlenbrock, Robert H. 1984. The Field Guide to U.S. 
National Forests. Congdon and Weed, NY. 

(3) Sirmon, Gene A., Staff Officer, Timber, Soils and Water- 
shed. Mississippi NFs. 1990, Jan. 8. Letter. 

(4) Wieland, Ronald, Plant Community Ecologist, MS Natu- 
ral Heritage Program. 1989, Nov. 3. Letter. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

In North Carolina most of the virgin, 
old-growth forests are in "inaccessible 
mountain areas," and the Natural Heritage 
Program does not at present have a detailed 
accounting of them, according to Mike 
Schafale with the program. He was, never- 
theless, able to point out several tracts of 
interest in addition to the well known Great 
Smokies and Joyce Kilmer areas. His refer- 
ences overlap a lengthier list furnished by 
Bjom Dahl, Supervisor of the National For- 
ests of North Carolina and based on the Land 
and Resource Management Plan for the Pis- 
gah/Nantahala National Forests and infor- 
mation from district personnel. 

Graduate forester Daniel Karpen wrote 
in a letter in American Forests in Sep. /Oct. 
1989: "There may be thousands of acres, if 
not tens of thousands of acres, of unmarked 
and unknown old-growth forest in the 
southern Appalachians ... a major effort 
should be made to identify the remaining 
old-growth in the North Carolina moun- 
tains outside Great Smoky Mountains Na- 
tional Park. In one week's time, I was able to 
locate literally thousands of acres" (5). 
Whether or not the tracts he saw are on Bjorn 
Dahl's list is unclear. Robert T. Leverett, who 
shares Karpen's view that there is much old- 
growth yet to be discovered, sent informa- 
tion about several areas he has identified. 

Several of the peatlands (pocosins) on 
the outer coastal plain have never been 
logged, but, because they undergo intense 
natural fires during droughts, their vegeta- 
tion is not usually old. Pocosins may be 
dominated by shrubs or, as "pond pine 
woodland community types," by trees. The 
Croatan National Forest includes pocosins 
that are protected as designated Wilderness 
( 9 ). 

We have grouped the old-growth tracts 
we describe into three sections: Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park, the Nantahala 
National Forest, and Pisgah National Forest. 
All are in western North Carolina. 

Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park 

An estimated 104,000 acres of virgin 
forest within the 520,000 acre park. The 
areas are mostly spruce-fir forest, hemlocks, 
and northern hardwoods, with some oak 
forest and some cove forest. The acreage 
figure is a result of the research of Charlotte 
Pyle, who calculated that 20% of the park is 
"high in virgin attributes." Her figure is lower 
than most other estimates and is based on 
"the absence [for a given area] of written 
records concerning historical human im- 
pacts on the forest and the absence of any 
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mapped record of human land use." Pyle 
found that 20 of the 28 major watersheds 
contain acreage high in virgin forest attrib- 
utes, but that 70% is in 6 watersheds: in 
Tennessee, the Middle and West Prongs of 
the Little Pigeon River (67% and 44% virgin 
forest attributes); and in North Carolina, 
Deep Creek (68%), Bradley Fork (54%), Ra- 
ven Fork (97%), and Cataloochee Creek 
(32%). In Tennessee the lower boundary of 
the virgin forests is generally 3000’; in North 
Carolina it is variable, as logging in places 
went into the spruce-fir zone, which starts at 
about 4500’ in the eastern and central areas 
of the park (7). 

Because of human actions, the virgin 
spruce-fir forests are now dying. The Balsam 
Woolly Adelgid, which was accidentally in- 
troduced from Europe, is destroying the 
Fraser Fir ( Abies fraseri); and Red Spruce is in 
decline, at least in part because of acid pre- 
cipitation and ground-level ozone. Rugel's 
Ragwort ( Cacalia rugelia) occurs only in the 
park’s spruce-fir forest (9). 

Nantahala National Forest 
Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest, in the Joyce 
Kilmer-Slickrock Wilderness Area (Graham 
County) 

Approximately 3840 virgin acres (1, 3). 
A cove-hemlock forest features trees believed 
to be close to 500 years in age and up to 160' 
in height. Tulip Poplars are as much as 76” in 
diameter (6). Good examples of mixedmesic 
hardwood forest are above the cove-hemlock 
forest on moderate slopes. Drier slopes and 
ridges carry more xeric forest types (1). 

Southern Nantahala Wilderness Area, in 
the Betty Creek area of Wayah Ranger Dis- 
trict, near the Georgia border (Macon 
County) 

Approximately 2000 acres of old- 
growth cove hardwood and upland hard- 
wood forest types (1). 

Big Choga Creek Area in the Wayah Ranger 
District (Swain County) 

About 800 acres of old-growth cove 
hardwoods (1). 

Blowing Spring, in the Wayah Ranger Dis- 
trict 

800 acres of old-growth cove hardwood 
forest (1). 

Santeetlah Creek Bluffs, in the Cheoah 
Ranger District (Graham County) 

Approximately 495 acres of steep, 
north-facing bluffs with "undisturbed," 
large, old-growth Yellow Birch and Cana- 
dian Hemlock (1). 

Kelsey Tract, in the Highlands Ranger Dis- 
trict (Macon County) 

Approximately 256 acres of old-growth 
mesic forest with Canadian Hemlock, Caro- 
lina Hemlock, and Table Mountain Pine. 
The tract is considered one of the finest 
remnants of the climax hemlock forest that 
once covered more than 1000 acres north- 
east of Highlands (1). 

Wayah Bald Area, in the Wayah Ranger 
District (Macon County) 

About 200 acres of upland hardwood 
forest (1) 

Ramsey Cliffs Area, in the Wayah Ranger 
District 

Approximately 150 acres of old-growth 

( 1 ). 

Pisgah National Forest 
Linville Gorge (Burke County) 

A 10,195-acre Wilderness Area with 
some virgin forest. Accounts of the extent of 
the virgin forest, which is in the interior of 
the gorge, vary. Dahl writes of "scattered 
pockets of remnant stands" ( 1); Schafale says 
the area is "reputed to contain virgin forest" 
(9); Leverett states that the uncut area could 
be as great as 3000-4000 acres (6) . According 
to Dahl, trees vary from hemlock and cove 
hardwood in the lower elevations to mixed 
oak on the slopes (1). Schafale describes the 
reputed virgin areas in the interior as "Can- 
ada hemlock and white pine, perhaps with 
some cove forest," and adds that the "cliffs 
and crags which may also be considered 
virgin" are habitat for the Endangered 
Mountain Golden Heather ( Hudsonia mon- 
tana), which occurs only here and on one 
other site (9). One reason for the variation in 
accounts of the gorge may be that the inte- 
rior is extremely difficult to reach. From the 
upper elevation to the river below is some 
2000 ’ ( 6 ). 

Mackey Mountain, in Grandfather Ranger 
District (McDowell County) 

About 600 acres of old-growth cove 
hardwood, hemlock and mixed oak (1). 

Duncan Cove, in Grandfather Ranger Dis- 
trict 


Approximately 200 acres of old-growth 
cove hardwood and hemlock, including 
some areas with Northern Red Oak ( Quercus 
rubra) and White Oak (1). 

Black Mountain, in Black Mountain Re- 
search Natural Area, Tocane Ranger District 
(Yancey County) 

About 200 acres of virgin Red Spruce- 
Fraser Fir forest. This tract is "one of the best 
quality composites of high elevation forests 
in the Southern Appalachians." It is com- 
posed of old-growth boreal forest, cove for- 
est, and northern hardwoods (1). The Fraser 
Fir is a threatened species (2). 

Mount Pisgah, along the Pisgah Ledge near 
the Blue Ridge Parkway 

100 or more acres of old-growth spruce, 
with mature Yellow Birch and hemlock. The 
saddle between Pisgah and Frying Pan 
Mountains seems to be a weather funnel. 
The resulting high rainfall, combined with 
frequent cloud cover, produces luxuriant 
vegetation in the old-growth area (6). 

Side of Graveyard Ridge in the Balsam 
Mountains 

At least 75 acres of old-growth domi- 
nated by hemlocks, some well over 100' in 
height and as much as 4' in diameter. The 
understory is thick rhododendron and laurel 
( 6 ). 

Cherry Cove, off the Blue Ridge Parkway 
Well over 100 acres of old-growth, in- 
cluding a stand of enormous, virgin Black 
Cherry ( Prunus serotina) (6). 

Moses Cone Memorial Park, off Blue Ridge 
Pky 

A 100-acre virgin forest of hemlock in a 
300-400-acre tract. "Other impressive trees 
include northern Red Oak, Red Maple, Tulip 
Poplar, beech, and Yellow Birch ( Betula 
lutea)." Cucumber Magnolia ( Magnolia 
acuminata) trees are also present (6). 

Craggy Mountain, in Tocane Ranger Dis- 
trict, near Douglas Falls (Buncombe County) 
Approximately 100 acres of old hem- 
lock-northern hardwoods (1). 

Walker Cove Research Natural Area, in 
Tocane Ranger District 

53 acres of old-growth forest, including 
uncut coves with mixtures of mesophytic 
species (1, 8). 

Fork Ridge-Mount Hardy Wilderness Area 
"One of the best quality mature beech- 
buckeye forests in the Southern Appalachi- 
ans." The Forest Service did not specify the 
size (1). 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 

Hurricane Hugo in the autumn of 1989 
was the greatest "forest disaster" in recent 
times, Richard Shelfer of the Francis Marion 
and Sumter National Forests told us — worse 
in terms of timber lost than the Yellowstone 
fires, Mount Saint Helen's eruption, and 
Hurricane Camille. South Carolina forests 
bore the brunt of Hugo's wind, although 
North Carolina also suffered damage. South 
Carolina officials estimate that the state lost 
6 billion board feet of lumber, 1 billion in the 
National Forests (6). [Much of Puerto Rico's 
Caribbean National Forest was also dam- 
aged. Hugo reduced populations of the Red- 
cockaded Woodpecker in Francis Marion NF 
and at least two Endangered Species (Puerto 
Rican Parrot and Puerto Rican Plain Pigeon) 
in Caribbean NF.] 

The state could ill spare any old-growth. 
It has two large tracts of virgin swamp; up- 
land stands are few and small. The National 
Forests were acquired in the 1930s, for the 
most part in the form of abandoned, very 
eroded farmland. The only old-growth on 
them is in small pockets. An example is 13 
acres of old- growth Post Oak in the Edgefield 
Ranger District, where some trees are 200 
years old (6). In the Enoree Ranger District 
near Henderson Island are a 58-acre bot- 
tomland hardwood stand and adjacent 39- 


acre upland hardwood stand with many 
large trees; but the area was extensively 
farmed and the tracts as a whole date from 
the late 19th or early 20th centuries (6). 

So scarce is old-growth in the state that 
the Society of American Foresters created the 
Boiling Springs Natural Area in Barnwell, 
within the US Department of Energy's Savannah 
River nuclear weapons production site. The 
Natural Area is a 9-acre tract with some virgin 
forest, dominated by Loblolly Pine, 
Sweetgum, and Tulip Poplar (2). 

Congaree Swamp National Monument, 
central South Carolina, south of Columbia 
(Richland County) 

Approximately 11,000 acres of old- 
growth bottomland hardwoods on the 
floodplain of the Congaree River, within the 
15,135-acre National Monument. About 
17% of the monument has been clearcut or 
selectively cut. Most of the bottomland 
hardwood forest consists of Sweetgum and 
mixed hardwoods. Lower elevations along 
creeks and sloughs contain cypress and tu- 
pelo trees. Eighty-seven species of trees have 
been identified at the monument. 

The monument is actual or potential 
habitat for several Endangered or Threat- 
ened Species. It is potential habitat for the 
Eastern Cougar. The American Alligator is 
occasionally seen there. The Bald Eagle is a 
transient, and one or two colonies of Red- 
cockaded Woodpecker live on the high 
ground or bluff. 

Hiking trails through the monument 
are concentrated in the northwestern sec- 
tion. In 1988 Congress authorized the acqui- 
sition of an additional 7000 acres for inclu- 
sion in the monument (3). 

As we were about to go to press, we 
received a report from Corny Mason that 
Congaree Swamp once covered about 90,000 
acres and that as much as 50,000 acres of 
bottomland hardwood forest may still exist 
outside the monument. According to an 
article from a 1974 South Carolina state 
wildlife magazine that he furnished, only 
about 10,000 acres of the swamp had not 
been logged to at least some extent by 1974. 
Presumably those 1 0,000 acres are within the 
monument. However, Mason indicates that 
the swamp outside the monument also 
includes giant trees and merits protection. 
He knows of a "virgin tract of hardwoods" 
that "was cut and planted in pine 3 years 
ago." The part of the swamp outside the 
monument is privately owned. 

Beidler Sanctuary (Dorchester County) 

1700 virgin acres in a 5800-acre refuge, 
which constitutes a portion of a 60-mile- 
long swamp. The virgin area includes both 
mixed hardwoods and deep cypress-tupelo 
swamp. The hardwoods include Red Maple, 
Overcup Oak, Water Oak, Swamp Chestnut 
Oak, Laurel Oak, Mockemut Hickory, and 
Water Hickory. The balance of the sanctuary 
was logged anywhere from 20-100 years ago. 
The sanctuary has no trails other than a 
board walk and a canoe trail on which visi- 
tors can take only guided trips. The Ameri- 
can Alligator, the Dwarf Trillium ( Trillium 
pusillum), and the rare Swainson's Warbler 
are all found at the sanctuary. It is co- owned 
by The Nature Conservancy and Audubon 
Society (1, 4). 

Hurricane Hugo did not badly damage 
the deep swamp, although many trees were 
topped and broken; but it gave the mixed 
hardwood stand in the virgin part of the 
swamp "a beating." Researchers are still as- 
sessing the damage (1). 

Guillard Lake Scenic Area and Research <■ 
Natural Area, in Francis Marion National 
Forest (Berkeley County) 

Approximately 60 acres of old-growth 
bottomland hardwoods on three sides of 
Guillard Lake in the 925-acre Scenic Area 
and, adjacent to it, a 23-acre stand of big 
pine, bottomland hardwood, Baldcypress, 
tupelo, and maple mostly within an 18-acre 
Research Natural Area. The Baldcypress have 
knees up to 8' tall. The Forest Service does 
not know whether the stand is virgin but 
notes that the area was extensively farmed 
from settlement to the 1850s (6). 

During Hurricane Hugo almost every 
tree over 50 years old in the Francis Marion 
NF was broken or damaged. The forest is 
approximately 250,000 acres in size and has 
much Loblolly Pine and Longleaf Pine. The 
most severe damage was in the southern part 
of the forest. Guillard Lake is in the north. 
The Forest Service is working from south to 
north in inventorying the damage and had 
not reached Guillard Lake in March, when 
Shelfer spoke to us (6). 

John de la Howe Tract (McCormick 
County) 

"Probably 50 acres" (5) of "old-growth, 
near virgin" Shortleaf Pine within a 1476- 
acre tract, owned by the John de la Howe 
School, which is managed by the state (4). 
Shelfer writes that most of the Shortleaf Pine 



has died, and the stand is now a mixture of 
pine and upland hardwood (White Oak 
[Quercus alba], Red Oak, and hickory). The 
stand has been protected since the school 
was founded in the mid 1700s (6). 
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TENNESSEE 

In addition to a portion of Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park described under 
North Carolina and the two forests described 
below, Tennessee has some forests under 
natural areas management that are 100-150 
years old, with some trees around 200 years 
old. The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) 
manages many natural areas, a few of them 
with such stands. The 117-acre Big Spring 
Creek Small Wild Area, for instance, protects 
with a buffer zone 13 acres of good quality 
old-growth hardwoods (1). 

Savage Gulf State Natural Area, south -cen- 
tral TN (Grundy County) 

Part of an 11,500-acre natural area, a 
750-acre virgin forest of hemlocks and hard- 
woods in a climax association. The forest is 
within a long, narrow gorge or "gulf," 800' 
deep, formed by three downward-rushing 
creeks (3, 4). A National Natural Landmark 
study for the National Park Service by 
Katharine Keever called Savage Gulf the larg- 
est remaining mixed mesophytic forest any- 
where. This is one of the most impressive 
virgin forests in the East, in terms of tree size 
and overall wildness. 

Roan Mountain Area 

Several hundred acres of old-growth on 
the northwest side of Roan High Bluff. The 
forest in question extends approximately 
2000' down the mountain from the 4000' 
summit to form a band from half to three 
fourths of a mile long. The band seems to 


contain 500-700 acres, most of which maybe 
old-growth. Red Spruce is dominant. 
Numerous trees are crowned out, and appear 
to be over 200 years old (2). 

Overton Park, Memphis (Shelby County) 

A 175-acre virgin forest within a city 
park. At the center of the forest is a mature 
climax oak-hickory-Tulip Poplar stand with 
trees approximately 200 years old. Around 
the core, are trees perhaps SO years younger, 
which are at or close to reaching the final 
succession stage. As they age, they are be- 
coming part of the core. The forest contains 
50 species of trees (3, 4). 
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VIRGINIA 

Virginia has no large stands believed to 
be virgin forest, Christopher Clampitt of the 
Virginia Natural Heritage Program reports. 
"Most" of the virgin patches that do remain 
are in the Shenandoah National Park and the 
George Washington and Jefferson National 
Forests . Great Dismal Swamp National Wild- 
life Refuge and the area along the North 
Landing River appear to have some virgin 
forested wetland; but, because the commu- 
nities are fire-maintained, the trees are "not 
ancient" (3). 

In answer to a question about a specific 
ridge in the George Washington NF, Robert 
Mueller of Virginians for Wilderness writes: 
"This is a typical xeric oak-chestnut type 

ridge forest It's sometimes difficult to tell 

if this type of forest is primary or secondary, 
unless the tree ages are known. The oaks . . 
. generally are stunted, thick-trunked and 
contorted and, if they escaped charcoal 
burning, frequently would have been re- 
jected for timber use. I believe that there are 
probably a lot of scattered tracts of such 
inconspicuous, almost primary forest on 
exposed ridges throughout the Appalachi- 
ans. They probably escaped the logging that 
destroyed the conspicuously large trees and 
more accessible stands along streams and in 
coves and on gentle slopes" (5). 

George Washington National Forest 
contains a total of 23,449 acres of trees clas- 


sified by the US Forest Service as mature or 
low quality sawtimber and at least 150 years 
old. (Rich Hole Wilderness has not been 
inventoried for age.) Any cutting done on 
them since the mid 1880s was probably se- 
lective, and any pine and oak stumps have 
probably decayed, according to James Sitton, 
FS Timber Staff Officer. The only remaining 
evidence of cutting would be the remains of 
American Chestnuts ( Castanea dentata ) that 
died because of blight and were harvested as 
late as the 1960s and 1970s (6). The Forest 
Service does not seem to know whether any 
of the areas are actually virgin. 

Several areas often viewed by visitors to 
the forest are inventoried by the FS as up to 
200 years old: Dolly Anne Special Manage- 
ment Area — a 20-acre stand of Chestnut Oak 
from 1820 and a 45-acre stand of White Oak- 
Northern Red Oak-hickory from 1836; along 
Crabtree Creek — 6 acres of Chestnut Oak 
from 1838; Mount Pleasant — 7 stands of 
Chestnut Oak or White Oak- Northern Red 
Oak-hickory with birthdates between 1800 
and 1831 totaling 332 acres. The Little Laurel 
Run Research Natural Area "is inventoried as 
110 years old" (6). 

Stands in other specific areas of George 
Washington NF are described below. Sitton 
believes the FS's figures on age are accurate 
plus or minus 20 years (6). 

According to Ronald Bertsch of Jeffer- 
son National Forest, this forest has several 
sites with trees known to be over 150 years 
old, including War SpurBranch, with 5 acres 
in a stream riparian area (north of 
Blacksburg); Roaring Branch with 150-200- 
year-old hemlock (north of Big Stone Gap); 
Hunting Creek with hemlock more than 150 
years old along a stream (Bedford County); 
and Little Walker Mountain with scattered 
200-year-old Chestnut Oak (north of 
Wytheville). He mentions no sizeable tracts 
of old-growth, however (2). 

Ramseys Draft Wilderness, George Wash- 
ington National Forest (Augusta County) 

608 acres of trees characterized by the 
Forest Service as having a birth date of 1790 
or earlier, in a Wilderness Area of 6725 acres. 
The 608 acres are divided among 9 stands. 
Stand 1 contains 82-acre and 19-acre tractsof 
hemlock-hardwood and 56 acres of hemlock 
with birthdates of 1742, 1772, and 1770 
respectively. Stand 1 also has 463 acres of 
trees with birthdates between 1790 and 
1840; 176 acres of White Oak-Northern Red 


Oak-hickory from 1800; 148 acres of hem- 
lock from 1832; 139 acres of hemlock-hard- 
wood from 1797. Anothertract of more than 
100 acres in size, tract 15, has 123 acres of 
Tulip Poplar- White Oak-Northern Red Oak 
from 1822 (6). Mueller notes that in the 
mesophytic cove forest along the 
Wilderness's stream there are "very large 
hemlocks and Tulip Trees but also large 
White Pine, Sugar Maple [Acer saccharum], 
and Northern Red Oak. Beech are somewhat 
smaller as are Black Birch [Betula lenta ]" (5). 

According to the Audubon Society Field 
Guide to the Natural Places of the Mid-Atlantic 
States: Inland, over 6000 acres at Ramseys 
Draft "were never logged, " becau se they were 
"inaccessible" (4, p. 296). 

The Skidmore Special Management Area, 
George Washington NF 

406 acres of trees at least 200 years old in 
a 1300-acre area. The largest and oldest stand 
is 105 acres of hemlock- hardwood forest 
from 1672. Other types of old-growth stands 
from 1790 or earlier are Chestnut Oak (Quer- 
cus prinus ); White Oak- Northern Red Oak- 
hickory; and hemlock (6). 

The Limberlost, in Shenandoah National 
Park, northern Virginia (Madison County) 
Approximately 150 acres of old-growth 
forest on the Park's Skyline Drive. The 
dominant tree species are Eastern Hemlock 
and White Oak. Yellow Birch ( Betula lutea ) 
and Red Spruce (Picea rubens) are among the 
other species. Increment core samples of 
selected trees showed that the hemlocks go 
back to the 1 600s and the White Oak as far as 
1587. The parkalso contains scattered, small 
stands of old-growth and many individual 
old trees. Approximately 0.5% of the total 
195,000 acres of the park is characterized as 
old-growth (1). 

SOURCES: 

(1) Adams, Deanne, Chief, Division Interpretation and 
Visitor Services, Shenandoah NP. 1990, Jan. 30. Letter, with 
enclosures. 

(2) Bertsch, Ronald E., Range, Timber and Wildlife Staff 
Officer, Jefferson NF. 1990, Feb. 20. Letter. 

(3) Clampitt, Christopher, Ecologist, Virginia Natural Heri- 
tage Program. 1989, Sep. 13. Letter. 

(4) Lawrence, Susannah and Barbara Gross. 1984. Audubon 
Field Guide to the Natural Places of the Mid-Atlantic States: 
Inland. Pantheon, NY. 

(5) Mueller, Robert F., Virginians for Wilderness. 1989, Nov. 
24. Letter. 

(6) Sitton, James I., Timber Staff Officer, George Washing- 
ton NF. 1989, Dec. 28 and 1990, Jan. Letter, with 27 Dec. 
1989 printout of forest stands, and phone call. 



DREAM GARDEN PRESS 



THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG 

BY EDWARD ABBEY • ILLUSTRATIONS BY R. CRUMB 


In conjunction with the 1990 release of Edward Abbey's 
final novel, Hayduke Lives!, Dream Garden Press is again 
making available its popular edition of the Monkey Wrench 
Gang to which Hayduke Lives! is the sequel Ori ginally 
published in 1985 to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the 
original publication of the Monkey Wrench Gang, the Dream 
Gander edition featured special artwork by the celebrated 
cartoonist and satirist R. Crumb. The edition proved to be 
very popular and was soon sold out Two years later R. 
Crumb added more drawings not available in die book to 
the 1987 Monkey Wrench Gang Calendar. 

Now, for the first time, all erf Crumb's illustrations are 
included in the book along with photos of Abbey and 
Crumb in Arches National Park. A delightful book with 
charming illustrations, the book is "must" for Abbey 
aficionados, worthy of inclusion in personal libraries, and 
a wonderful gift giving idea 

$21.95 trade hardbound edition; case bound and sewn; 
with more than fifty illustrations and a foil color dust jacket 
by R. Crumb; 384 pages; ISBN: 0-942688-18-X 




MONKEY WRENCH T-SHIRTS ARE BACK! 

Featuring the artwork of R. Crumb. 

AH shirts are Hanes Beefy Ts, 100% cotton 
Available in Small, Medium, Large & Extra Large Sizes. 

$15.00 per shirt (add $2.00 per order for mail orders). 

RETAIL ORDERS: Please indude $200 per order for 
shipping. Utah residents please indude 6.75% sales tax. 

Q UANTITY BOOK 

$21.95 The Monkey Wrench Gang 

SHIRTS (Please Specify Size) 

$15.00 The Gang; Anarchist red with black ink 

$15.00 The Wrench: Anarchist black with silver ink 

$15.00 Hayduke Lives!: Desert Sand with black ink 

$15.00 Bonnie: Teal with silver ink 

$15.00 Seldom Seen: loe green with Hack ink 

$15.00 Doc Sarvis (forking tv.): Gold with black ink 

$ ZOO Shipping (Utah Residents +4.25% Tax) 




SEND ORDERS TO: ^ ' 

27076, Salt Lake City, Utah 84127 
(801) 467-1490 


TOTAL 


W' 

X 1 


SHIP TO: 



P.O. Box 
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In The Absence Of Whales 



by Daniel Dancer 

We came to be with Beluga Whales. We 
came to Inuvik, in Canada’s Northwest Ter- 
ritories — a place where nature, industry and 
native culture converge 200 miles above the 
Arctic Circle. An abandoned military base, 
the town now serves as a center for the 
Inuvialuit Eskimos, a tourist hub and a base 
for oil exploration. If one listens amid such 
turmoil, sites like this can reveal the Earth's 
pulse. It was wounded — out of balance — 
and 1 wondered what awaited us on our 
journey ahead. 

At 3 AM I was wide awake. Our room in 
the Mackenzie Hotel was not equipped for 
the heat that sometimes comes in summer. 
Sweating in bed I listened to the last of the 
raucous bar activity on the street below. A 
semblance of quiet came and with it, 
through the humid air, a distant drum beat 
and muffled chanting. In a region where 
whales are hunted with high powered rifles 
from speeding motorboats, where alcohol 
and child abuse are epidemic, where strang- 
ers come to make big bucks looking for oil — 
I was humbled by this wild spirit sound of a 
people crying for survival. I looked out the 
window. A lone, drunken Indian was weav- 
ing down the streets in a weird sort of time 
with the drum. There goes Native Man, I 
thought, shipwrecked on the shores of the 
modern industrial order. 

That drumbeat preserves a timeless 
wisdom — one that outlasts failed human 
economies and wars. Underneath the cheap 
veneer of Inuvik, wisdom was alive that 
night and the heart sound of the drum fo- 
cused my thoughts on why we had come so 
far. 

Interspecies Communication 

The notion that humans can communi- 
cate directly to other animals has played 
upon our imaginations throughout history. 
Even science courts the idea. As one might 
expect, however, the scientific framework 
entails a laboratory environment in which 
forms of behavioral training become a mas- 
querade for communication between hu- 
man and animal. The real thing does not 
happen there. 

Interspecies Communication Inc., a 
research group based near Seattle, Washing- 
ton, believes that humans can communicate 
with other species, but only when the dream 
is pursued in the wild, far from the control- 
ling dictates of science. IC director Jim 
Nollman holds the premise that many "ani- 
mal ‘languages' are, in fact, much closer in 
form to music than they are to English or 
Chinese or Swahili.” For the last decade, IC’s 
small band of interspecies artists has been 
quietly testing this premise with Orcas, dol- 
phins, and during the past two summers, the 
highly vocal Beluga Whales. 

IC chose Inuvik for its most recent 
expedition because of its close proximity to 
the Mackenzie River Delta. Each summer, 
more than 10,000 Belugas congregate in the 
delta's warm, shallow waters to nurse their 
young. For the Belugas, the delta serves a 
function similar to Baja's Scammon’s La- 
goon for Grey Whales, or Maui's protected 
bays for the Humpbacks — both of which are 
protected marine sanctuaries. Cetaceans 
migrate from afar to these regions because of 
unique features that make them perfect 
nurseries for whale mothers and their new- 
born. They are also perfect for whale watch- 
ing and are big calling cards for tourist dol- 
lars. Tourists were not an issue in the Delta, 
however. In feet, we may have been the first 
to venture to these remote, muddy, mos- 
quito ridden beaches for the simple delight 
of being with whales. 

Our Interspecies trio consisted of myself 
as photographer and flute player, Jonathan 
Chrucher as our frontman in Inuvik and 
keyboard player, and Jim Nollman as guitar 
player and IC director. We wound our way 
by boat 100 miles northward through the 
wide, sinuous delta and after 20 hours of 
motoring we reached the Beaufort Sea — our 
meeting ground with the Beluga Whale. 

We pitched our tents in abandoned 
whaling camps. Here the Beluga once swam 
in close and access to them was easy by 
Eskimo kayak. Nearby were modem camps 
where native hunters lay poised for the white 
whales 'arrival. With guns, ammo, harpoons 
and gas on board, their boats sat ready for the 
call from lookouts that the Belugas had 
come. To some of these camps we went in 
friendship to demonstrate our instruments 
and present our unusual mission. Responses 
ranged from mild fascination to cold disin- 
terest — with most leaning to the latter. 

Returning to our camps amongst the 
ruins of these “interspecies ghosttowns," we 
felt a need for reconciliation. The bold Arctic 
race that once hunted the Beluga from hand- 
made boats was long gone. Their modem 
descendants used hollow bullets instead of 
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harpoons, 150 horsepower "kickers" instead 
of paddles. The wild, free spirit of the white 
whale in the Delta had been replaced with 
fear. We could feel it. 

We listened for the Beluga's playful 
sounds in our tents at night and scanned the 
seas for them by day — but they did not 
come. It was alarming since this had also 
been the story the previous year when a 
similar IC group had come to the delta. We 
soon learned that the Eskimos thought we 
had come to intentionally disrupt the hunt 
by playing Orca sounds into the water to 
scare away the Belugas. (The Orca, or killer 
Whale, is the Beluga’s natural enemy.) Two 
years in a row the whales had not come. Two 
years in a row an IC contingent had been in 
the Delta. Belugas had virtually disappeared 
from the region for the first time in memory. 
Something was wrong. 

Our little green boat fueled the Eskimos' 
imaginations and we were accused of being 
Greenpeace ecodefenders. Jim Nollman 
describes the situation: 

From the point of view of three interspecies 
artists who possessed more than a passing inter- 
est in the powers of myth and symbol, this 
skewed relationship between musicians, Eski- 
mos, and whales seemed at least as potent a 
metaphor as anything we, ourselves, could have 
created — even if we hadsucceeded in interfacing 
with the whales directly. 

There is more to this, another level entirely; 
one that skirts the edges of a cosmic mystery and 
belies our growing sense of humility at being 
handed the power to conduct an interspecies field 
project from right inside the bubble of an Eskimo 
myth. You see, it soon became impossible for us 
to deny that there was, indeed, a very strong 
connection between the disappearance of the 
beluga whales and our own synchronized en- 
trance upon the delta. However, our own inter- 
pretation of that connection was of a very differ- 
ent sort than the original accusation. 

What I mean to confess here, is that the 
myth about our power with the beluga whales 
quickly transformed into the reality of our power 
with the Eskimos. We had inadvertently 
climbed to the edge of an abyss which provided a 
unique vantage point for discovering the real 
terms of this three-sided relationship. We soon 
came to believe that our own full participation in 
the unfolding Eskimo myth might conceivably 
effect more positive change than our own original 
intent of performing an experiment in interspe- 
cies communication. 

Beluga Art 

While Jim and Jonathan played music 
at the shoreline, I walked amongst the 
remnants of the old camps and gathered bits 
and pieces — relics of place. Feathers of 
cranes and eagles, strips of weather-beaten 
cloth from discarded blankets and tents. 
Beluga bones strewn about the ruins. In one 
camp I found a pit full of Beluga skulls. I put 
four of them on top of four posts set in a 
square which once supported a rack of 
drying blubber. Standing in their midst, 1 
prayed for healing and forgiveness in this 
place and offered tobacco to the four direc- 
tions from a can I had found on an old trash 
heap nearby. 

I carried the best skull back to our camp. 
Along with a complete Beluga skeleton 
found earlier and the other materials I had 
gathered, I began crafting what we came to 
call "the Beluga peace maker." I hung the 
bones with twine from the center support of 
an old whaler's canvas tent. The wind started 
to howl, setting the 10 foot long, two headed 
Beluga into an uncanny swimming motion. 
Feathers sailed among this bleached sky 
whale. Eagle, Sandhill Crane, owl, seagull — 
we salute you Beluga and miss you in this 
place! Cloth pieces from the old camps flew 


as prayer flags flapping a message to the 
whales. We love you! We are different from 
those who have greeted you here with bul- 
lets. We sing your life. Let's play music 
together. Come! 

On a beach at another camp I made a 
life-sized white whale out of driftwood. Its 
eyes were purple louse wort flowers — its big 
red heart, a piece of nylon from an old camp 
blanket. From the Beluga's mouth, rising to 
meet the ocean, came a long spiral of feathers 
and small sticks. We built a tall tripod with 
storm beached logs brought to this island by 
the Mackenzie River. Atop this tower the 
whale could be viewed in proper perspective. 
In the warm late night sun, I sat twenty feet 
above the beach and photographed the only 
whale we would see. 

Similar in concept to the 30 acre field art 
projects I have helped create in kansas, the 
driftwood Beluga was a piece of art for the sky. 
It made sense and came to life when viewed 
from the perspective of a passing seagull. In 
concert with nature, it has surely been scat- 
tered by waves since it breathed a power of its 
own near our Tent Island camp. It was a way 
of giving strength to the Beluga spirit. Be 
strong, be invisible to your tormentors! 
Hang in there until the day when we respect 
you as our brother, and the Eskimo find 
another way, than your unceremonious kill- 
ing, to preserve their native roots. 

There were other projects at other 
camps — whale "callers" and "attractors" — 
art never intended at the trip's outset. These 
organic works became a ceremony for us. 
They were a way of forming a bridge between 
modern humans and nature. They were a 
path toward interspecies reconciliation, a 
way of healing the scar that we felt in 
Inuvik's pulse and this place we had come to 
be with whales. They sang for a time when 
whales and humans could live as equals. 

An Abundance of Animals 

In Arctic Dreams, Barry Lopez asks what 
gave the Eskimos a sense of wealth, what 
made them happy. In one form or another, 
their reply was invariably "an abundance of 
animals." The art in our camps became a way 
of mourning the loss we felt in the absence of 
animals. Sometimes we would hear the 
whales'playful sounds only to realize that we 
had been asleep and were dreaming. The 
sound of wind lashed waves upon the shore, 
the thick hordes of buzzing mosquitos and 
the occasional lonely call of a Sandhill Crane 
sang accompaniment to our desolate out- 
post. How we longed for our lead player — 
the Beluga Whale. 

I have since come to wonder if such tales 
as this are indicative of the kind of animal 
stories we will read in nature magazines of 
the future. What a privilege to be among 
animals! For thousands of years, humans 
have been blessed with an abundance of 
them but now, as the survival of our own 
species teeters at the precipice, we are quoted 
an increasing number of species that leave 
the planet daily in extinction: 5, 10, 15.... 

Does the popularity of wildlife art and 
nature magazines tell us how rare wild ani- 
mal encounters are becoming for most of us 
— even when we seek them? That we are 
comforted by colorful animal stories, pic- 
tures and nicknacks, may only reveal how 
accustomed to their absence in reality we 
have become — and how deeply we miss 
them. 

The Hunt 

We were well aware of Eskimo roots in 
whale hunting. At one time it had been a 
matter of sustenance and survival. As in 
many aboriginal cultures worldwide, food 
had a greater significance than it does in our 
modem society. Animals gave their life in 


sacrifice to the hunter's arrow or harpoon — 
a gifting so humans could live, killing was a 
matter of ceremony done with the highest 
regard for the animal spirit. The whale hunt, 
in a sense, was a form of worship, a sacred act 
done in accordance with strict, time honored 
tradition. Indiscriminate killing was un- 
thinkable and thus the whale and Eskimo co- 
existed in a kind of harmony. 

While no one can dispute the depth of 
cultural longing by any native people, the 
modern hunt seems a desperate attempt to 
preserve Eskimo tradition. Nollman argues 
that "the survivalist need to hunt the beluga 
in order to feed the aboriginal village has 
essentially vanished, to be replaced by the 
generic village supermarket selling pork 
chops as it does everywhere else in North 
America." Yet it is the hunt itself that causes 
most anguish among conservationists. 

Nollman describes the hunt in his trip 
report: "It is a brutal bumbled massacre. The 
hunters may actually lose a greater percent- 
age of wounded animals today than they did 
before the advent of firearms. This occurs 
mostly because the traditional harpoon 
always tethered an animal to the boat. Un- 
less that line breaks, the animal was secured 
no matter what else happened. Guns, on the 
other hand, offer more power, but no such 
security." 

W.J. Hunt, a scientific observer who 
gathered statistics from 1972-75, estimated 
that for every 10 whales killed, 4 were lost. 
This does not take into account the wounded 
whales that escaped. 

"Hunters cannot even seek what some 
choose to call a humane kill," Nollman 
continues. "Should the whale be killed out- 
right, the body will immediately sink like a 
stone in the muddy, coursing waters and will 
almost certainly never be recovered. Instead, 
the modem beluga hunter relies upon a soft- 
pointed bullet because he shoots, not to kill, 
but rather to wound; to impair the animal 
enough to get within harpoon striking dis- 
tance." 

Mark Fraker observed during the hunt 
of 1980, "In one case 40 rounds were fired at 
a large male before it was killed. I could 
clearly discern 27 wounds within about 30 
centimeters of the eye.... In another case, a 
hunter expended 60 rounds at a whale that 
he was ultimately unable to secure because 
he had used up all his ammunition." 

On The Air 

At the end of the trip we were inter- 
viewed on Arctic Radio. We asked the Es- 
kimo hunters to consider that it might be 
their speeding boats and high powered rifles 
for the previous 10 years that had finally 
taught the Beluga that it was unsafe to enter 
the delta. We asked for restraint and a 
moratorium on their killing until an accurate 
count of their number could be taken. Most 
significantly, we questioned the natives' 
belief that they own, like so much cattle, a 
sizable share of the world 's remaining supply 
of Beluga Whales — thu s making it necessary 
for us to ask their permission to carry out our 
benign research at the shoreline. 
"Quamaneq" 

I'll never forget how the low midnight 
sun slowly tracked the heavens to the north; 
coloring the land for hours in magic light 
that we southlanders only see for a half an 
hour at a time. Everything glowed in what 
the Eskimos call "quamaneq" — shaman 
light. 

Playing music near our Beluga sculp- 
tures during this radiant time made me 
wonder about their power. What impact 
would they have on the native people who 
happened upon them? Would they accentu- 
ate the myth and power the hunters had 
given us — that we were scaring the Belugas 
away from the Delta? Were these strange 
sculptures, left by the "three from the 
south," a secret way of repelling the whales 
— a hex perhaps? Would the stories carried 
home by those who viewed these works keep 
the power and spirit of this "Beluga art" alive 
long after they had been destroyed by Arctic 
storms. 

In a sense, the art we left was indeed a 
form of interspecies communication. It was 
not the form we intended, but it was none- 
theless a deep way, a shamanic way perhaps, 
of reaching out to the Belugas and their 
hunters. Like the tribal drumbeat that 
banged through the night in Inuvik, this was 
art that preserved something wild — some- 
thing sacred. 

note: Next summerIC will take the Beluga 
Peace Project farther north in the Arctic to a 
region where the Belugas swim close to the shore 
in abundance and are not hunted. For more 
information about IC, or for information on how 
to help the Beluga, write: Interspecies Communi- 
cation, 273 Hidden Meadow, Friday Harbor, 
WA 98250. 



View From The Outhouse 


Continuing the Children Debate 


Holland, Vermont: I come from a 
family of five children. My parents had no 
concern for an overpopulation problemback 
in the 1950sand 60s when theywere making 
babies. When it came to action and aware- 
ness, copulation took precedence over popu- 
lation. Had my parents stopped having chil- 
dren after their second, they would have 
been In keeping with zero population 
growth, a desperately needed goal though 
not nearly as noble as negative population 
growth. But my parents became instantly 
irresponsible when their third child, yours 
truly, was conceived. 

I am 31 and childless; my wife is 29. We 
are aware of biological clocks and the medi- 
cally wise reasons for having children within 
5 or 10 years, if we so choose. But whenever 
my mind gives time to the morass of emo- 
tional and intellectual reactions regarding 
children, I am reminded of a basic concept I 
learned while studying wildlife biology at 
college: carrying capacity. No explanation is 
needed here, except to emphasize that it is a 
habitat's limitations for supporting a given 
population. Nobody with any ecological 
vision and respect for other life forms would 
argue that we have not exceeded Earth's 
carrying capacity for humans. Years ago we 
took our breeding to the point where bio- 
diversity began to decline; exactly when 
could be debated forever. We are now a late- 
stage cancer In its archetypal form. 

Today, approximately 350,000 births 
and 110,000 deaths took place on Earth, 


giving us an additional 240,000 humans. 
The same thing will happen tomorrow and 
the next day until we have added almost 90 
million people this year. We hit 5 billion in 
1987, having doubled in only 37 years. The 
vast bulk of our population explosion is 
taking place in less than a tenth of one 
percent of the history of Homo sapiens, and 
the tragic irony is that our growth still ap- 
pears gradual, if not imperceptible, to most 
people. Therein lies the characteristic of 
exponential growth that makes it an effi- 
cient, insidious and final killer. 

This is no place to chronicle the familiar 
destruction we have dealt. But little bells 
should be going off in the minds of people 
considering giving birth to more than one 
child. And if those same people are leading 
typical American lifestyles (consuming elec- 
tricity, gasoline, supermarket foods, etc.) 
then having even one child is a mistake. 
Americans comprise only 5% of the world 
population but consume around 30% of 
world "resources." A typical American child 
(and in terms of fossil fuel use and other 
consumptive habits, most environmental- 
ists' children are typical, including Earth 
Finders') will contribute more to our global 
crisis than a child anywhere else on Earth. 
That is a cold hard fact wrapped in a dispos- 
able diaper. Driving your child to school In 
a well-tuned vehicle with properly inflated 
tires, and filling his or her lunchbox with 
organic food and the latest issue of Ranger 
Rick, is only tokenism at this stage. 1 am not 


demeaning even the smallest efforts, but 
saying that necessary radical change is still as 
rare and elusive as an original thought from 
Dan Quayle. 

Should a species on the brinkof destroy- 
ing its home and the home of millions of 
other life forms continue to reproduce? I 
realize the decision involves more than just 
a careful consideration of the facts. 1 have 
emotions, some born from fond family 
memories and an occasional primal desire to 
share a pregnancy and raise a family; it lurks 
within the deepest tangles of our genetic 
material, whether we feel the desire or not. 1 
do not have a strong paternal desire; not 
now. I love the freedom of my childless life 
and feel no void that only a child could fill. 
But I have felt, while spending time with 
children, the potential beauty in becoming a 
father, and at times the thought of never 
experiencing fatherhood weighs heavy. 

Still, I am inclined to not have children 
of my own, and without apologies I base that 
inclination mostly on a consideration of the 
facts. No matter how radically organic a 
child is raised, it will still have a harmful 
Impact on an already crowded and aching 
planet. And why create a child to face the 
coming years of ozone depletion, nuclear 
weapons, deadly pollution and the many 
fatal consequences of our carcinogenic cul- 
ture? 

1 am sure of one thing: When a couple 
gives birth to a third child they have commit- 
ted a deadly, not life-affirming, act. Those 



who give birth to a second child are stating 
that there is no overpopulation and we are 
doing fine with 5 billion people. Those who 
give birth to a third child are stating that 5 
billion people is not enough. Both state- 
ments are absurd, especially when made by 
consumptive couples in nations suchasours. 

Having children is no longer the propo- 
sition It once was. The ability to afford a 
child is now more than just an issue of 
personal income. Global affordability, un- 
fair as it feels, is the only responsible yard- 
stick with which to measure the goodness of 
a child's birth. That is the tragedy our species 
has become. We can now either utilize our 
powers of reason, or continue our deadly 
dance on the decks of the Exxon Valdez, 
pushing farther into pristine waters singing 
shanteys of our drunken fertility, approach- 
ing a reef of consequences that will leave no 
survivors in the vortex of our sinking ship. 

— Robert Streeter 


fragments of “Earth “Wisdom 

The Rites of Summer 


In Ed Abbey's last book, Hayduke Lives!, 
there's a scene where Oral, the returned 
Mormon missionary, who has been hired to 
spy on the Earth First! Rendezvous at the 
Grand Canyon, is giving his report to the 
authorities. He tells them about workshops 
on wolves, grizzlies, etc. Then he continues: 

"There's one what they call Rites of Sum- 
mer and — " 

"Rights of summer?" 

"That's what they call it. Some woman 
named Dolores LaChapelle teaching people how 
to chant and dance... and attain deep spiritual 
intimacy with the organic rhythms of Mother 
Nature. " 

Boyle began to choke, His Bloody Mary fell 
from nerveless fingers and splattered on his 
wellingtons. Tears streamed from his eyes. He 
gasped for breath, wheezing like a concertina. 
Hoyle slapped his back, harder than necessary. 
Boyle's bridge fell out, his hat fell off, his toupee 
slid forward over his eyes. 

"Oral, " said Hoyle, "you better take it easy. 
Poor guy's got a heart murmur. Ain't near as 
tough as he thinks he is." 

Of course, I didn't know I was in Abbey's 
book until I read it. Then I began pondering 
over the question: "What was Abbey trying 
to tell us here?" That's what this column is 
about. 

Many environmentalists still feel that 
rituals and festivals are of no real use in 
saving the environment. That's a trap, set for 
us by the rational brain. It is obvious that we 
have collected more "data" and more "facts" 
than ever before known about nature, yet we 
are destroying nature at a totally unprece- 
dented speed. Gregory Bateson explained 
this seeming paradox when he said: "The 



rational hemisphere alone is necessarily pa- 
thogenic." In other words, out to kill you, and 
all of nature. That's precisely why we need 
ritual; it allows the older brains and inherent 
body knowledge to balance our thinking. 
But also, that’s precisely why authorities, 
stuck within the rational hemisphere, are 
utterly shocked at such "nonsense," as 
shown by Abbey's fictional character, Boyle. 

Traditionally, the Rites of Summer oc- 
curred on summer solstice. In the natural 
cycle of the year, summer solstice is just as 
important as winter solstice; but because 
Christmas has co-opted the winter solstice, 
people do try to celebrate it in some fashion, 
whereas summer solstice is largely ignored. 

1 first experienced summer solstice ritu- 
als some thirty years ago. They were part of 
the peasant culture In the Alps. We had 
climbed up to the Hornli Hut, high on the 
ridge of the Matterhorn, in order to finish the 
climb the next day. As twilight deepened, all 
the climbers in the hut suddenly went out- 
side and stood about, waiting expectantly. 
Then on a far distant mountain we saw a fire 
suddenly blaze up. Our hut-master immedi- 
ately lit the fire at our hut and soon, far down 
the valley, another fire flared up in answer. It 
was a moving ceremony there in the wilder- 
ness of rock and snow. I asked the hut-master 
and some of the Swiss climbers what it 
meant. They said, "That's what we always do 
on St.John's Eve." Years later I learned that 
humans have been lighting fires for millen- 
nia on that day in June. When the Christian 
church took over, it put the feast of St. John 
on the summer solstice to co-opt the energy 
of that festival, explaining: "The popular 
custom centering around 'St. John's Fire' 
stems from soundest Christian dogma.. .the 
fire symbolizes Christ the Light; John was a 
lamp that burned and shone..." 

The Pueblo Indians say that at summer 
solstice, the sun turns around and begins the 
journey toward his "winter house." Our 
Celtic ancestors lit bonfires at summer sol- 
stice "to protect from witches and other evil 
influences, and to ensure the well-being of 
the sun in its course in the heavens." Sum- 
mer solstice is a "world renewal rite" to renew 
the energy of the sun, the vegetation and the 
people. To the ancient Chinese, summer 
solstice represented a perilous change so 
fragile that no one traveled on that day lest 
its precarious balance be upset. 

So, on summer solstice we might per- 
sonally stage a revolt against this disoriented 
modem habit of people traveling in all direc- 
tions — to escape the horror of their cities 
and the horror of their lives — in a restless 
search called tourism. Tourism has become 


a major industry all overthe world. Now, not 
content with merely cluttering up the lands 
of traditional peoples, so-called pilgrimages 
to sacred spots are being organized. 

Even more bizarre, it's fashionable now 
to travel to the rainforests to "save" them. 
Asked how to save the forest, Basil Schur 
replied: "The forests are saved; it is us who 
need saving... A tree grows according to its 
intrinsic tree-ness and it is fed by the flow of 
the seasons and the properties of the soil. 
Once the seed has germinated the tree form 
is already present in all its geometrical intri- 
cacies ...it unfolds according to the natural 
potentialities of the setting." 

We humans have ignored our natural 
innate patterns and our distorted being has 
imposed its own horrors onto the natural 
world around us. The body is the soil of our 
being — our true mind grows out of the body. 
We need to return to ourown nature and quit 
forcing ourselves and all of nature to con- 
form to our rational mind with its narrow 
perspective. In the effort to make the envi- 
ronment fit our wants, more and more work 
is required to keep everything in order and 
everything becomes duller and duller be- 
cause it is all planned and controlled by 
narrowly human ideas. 

The research of anthropologist Roy 
Rappaport began the new field of study that 
shows how the rituals of primitives preserve 
their environment, allowing them to live in 
place for thousands of years. He explains: 
Human... images of nature are always 
simpler than nature and in some degree 
inexact, for ecological systems are complex 
and subtle beyond comprehension...Given 
the complexity of natural ecosystems. ..we 
can never predict fully the outcome of any- 
thing we do. Because knowledge can 
never replace respect as a guiding prin- 
ciple in our ecosystemic relations, it is 
adaptive...to engender respect for what is 
unknown, unpredictable, and uncontrol- 
lable. 

This respect is shown in the Plains Indi- 
ans' word incorrectly translated as "the Great 
Spirit." According to Bob Bunge, a Sioux 
who teaches both the Lakota and Dakota 
languages at the University of South Dakota, 
the true translation is "The Great Mystery." 
Here's a chant we use in our rituals here in 
Colorado: 

"We are humans in our humanity 

We don't know and we don't see 

The Sacred Mystery." 

We are caught in our discriminating 
mind. We need the other beings on Earth to 
teach us the Sacred Mystery. The most 
important being (what we mistakenly call a 
god) for the Hopi, is Techwa Ikachi , which 
means "Land and Life." The land, and the 
life it produces, is sacred. 

Sacred land is not to be found by wan- 
dering to the ends of the earth to suck up 
another culture's energy; instead it's found 
by staying right where you are and living 
deeper and deeper within that place and 
paying attention to the patterns of your own 
place. Rites are the celebration of these 


patterns in the yearly festivals. In our mod- 
em culture people must go to a doctor to cure 
their physical Ills, to a psychiatrist to cure 
their mental ills, to the media for entertain- 
ment; meanwhile misusing nature for their 
own ends. A true festival accomplishes all 
these healings at once. 

Richard Nelson, writing of his own 
place, says: "What makes a place special Is 
the way it buries itself in the heart, not 
whether it's flat or rugged, rich or 
austere...Every place, like every person, is 
elevated by the love and respect shown 
toward it, and by the way in which its bounty 
is received.” 

The custom of Rogationtide occurred 
throughout the Middle Ages in all parts of 
Europe, and in some places it continued up 
until World War II. The ritual part of the 
ceremony takes the form of a perambulation, 
around the fields or the town, led by the 
priest carrying sacred emblems and crosses. 
At specific places, prayers are offered for the 
fertility of the earth and to avert bad influ- 
ences. 

The best celebration of summer solstice 
is to stay in your own town or neighborhood 
and gather a few others together to walk the 
bounds — singing or chanting and paying 
attention to any bits of nature still alive 
within your area. Tom Jay tells of what they 
found in their city: "Robert Sund lagged 
behind the rest of us, preoccupied. He had 
stopped and was staring into a comer, a crack 
where two concrete buildings met. Curious, 
we went back; he looked up from a small 
cranial shaped pile of moss and said some- 
thing like, That's our only hope...' The moss 
was patiently turning the building to soli, to 
dirt, to earth. That moment has haunted me 
since and the idea (the idyll) of soil and its 
import has become a recurrent meditation 
for me." 

After doing this ritual only a few times, 
"walking in a sacred manner," you begin to 
recognize the power of your own place, thus 
being inspired to stay there and fight to 
preserve it. As the Pawnee, Tahirussawichi, 
said long ago: "The first thing to do is to 
choose a sacred place to live in." 

I think Abbey's underlying message to 
us is that without human rites there can be no 
rights for the rest of nature. The concept of 
"rights" is tricky. Nature is all, and doesn't 
need our permission; but in the present mess 
it does need rights — legal, etc. — so that it is 
not all destroyed. 
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A FOREST JOURNEY: The Role of Wood in 
the Development of Civilization, by John 
Perlin (foreword by Lester R. Brown); W.W. 
Norton & Co.; 1989; available from EF! 
Books. 

Another in a string of recent ecological 
perspectives on human history, this second 
book by Perlin grew out of research for his 
first, A Golden Thread, authored with Ken 
Butti in 1980. That book is a history of solar 
ertergy applications in the Western world 
over the last 2500 years. This book covers the 
same period, tracing those societies that 
white America considers its cultural fore- 
bears. Starting with the Sumerians in Meso- 
potamia, moving through the rise and fall of 
various Meditenanean civilizations to the 
Romans, then treating in detail England and 
North America, the author views the rise and 
fall of "great civilizations" from the stand- 
point of their dependence on wood. 

The book shows that the ecological 
fundamentals of what forests mean to hu- 
man society have been discovered and for- 
gotten innumerable times. Some society or 
king decides to exploit the locally abundant 
forests to build a fleet of warships and gains 
hegemony over an area. The local popula- 
tion rises in prosperity; people build more 


wood houses, clear land for agriculture, start 
fuel-intensive industries such as bronze and 
glass works. But then, harbors silt up and 
shipyards cannot build ships due to the lack 
of accessible timber. The civilization, now at 
the height of its wealth, starts importing 
timber, and soon also is importing fuelwood 
for the ceramic and metalworks, as well as for 
a new use: to fire bricks, needed now for 
building due to the lack of adequate timber 
nearby. Eventually, the foreign wood sup- 
plier realizes the strength of its position, and 
the cycle repeats. 

Chroniclers from the early days tell of 
abundance, and don't talk of resource de- 
pendence. Later chroniclers explain how 
deforestation, erosion and siltation are con- 
nected; but they are consistently too late to 
remedy things. 

For the believer in ecological para- 
digms, this book is excellent confirmation. It 
persuades by the preponderance of evidence, 
not by extrapolating to conclusions. The 
book makes clear the utter dependence of 
civilizations on available energy supplies; 
and it shows that once we run out of fossil 
fuels, we will be in far worse shape than those 
earlier societies that ran out of wood. A 
meticulously documented history like this 


goes a long way toward persuading doubters 
about the severity of deforestation. 

Reviewed by Katherine W. Bueler. 

HOW TO SHIT IN THE WOODS, by Kath- 
leen Meyer; 1989; Ten Speed Press, POB 
7123, Berkeley, CA 94707; 90pp; $6. 

"When Nature Calls ..." 

First, this is a serious book that d iscusses 
"an environmentally sound approach to a 
lost art." Second, this review will refrain 
from abundant use of the colorful, though 
vulgar, four-letter word used by necessity 
throughout this well-written book. Even the 
author admitted there was a terminology 
problem, for the goal of this book is to 
educate — not alienate — the reader. 

The author is an experienced out- 
doorsperson. Her book transcends the usual 
Victorian sensibilities surrounding the sub- 
ject, and with a straightforward, earthy sense 
of humor urges us to learn how to take care 
of our own waste. 

Covered seriously in this book are 1) 
how and where to sh — responsibly in the 
great outdoors; 2) giardia and its symptoms; 
3) coping with Trekker’s Trots (diarrhea) 
away from home; 4) field water disinfection; 
5) the particular problems of women's "calls 
of nature" in the wilds; 6) doing without 
toilet paper, either by design or in "an emer- 
gency"; and 7) a rare, four-page long lexi- 
cographical treatment of the word, sh — . 

Colorfully lightening the load of this 
book are hilarious (or tragic?!) true tales of 
botched responses to calls of nature by an 
Arctic trekker at 40 below, Everest climber at 
26,000 feet, cross-country skier in a blizzard, 
rock climber in mid-air, deer hunter with 
poncho-hood in a downpour (guess where 
the turds ended up?), embarrassed girl hitch- 
hiker in crowded Europe, river runners and 
sea kayakers; and episodes of bee stings and 
ant bites, poison ivy and stinging nettle. 

An example of the author's style is this 


excerpt from the chapter, For Women Only: 
"Men need no pointers on how to pee. Men 
can pee while maintaining the decorum of a 
three-piece-suiter strolling down Park Ave- 
nue. To whizz, men just find a tree. With 
backs turned but in full view of the world, 
men piss for anyone present, sometimes in 
baronial silhouette against a blazing sunset, 
sometimes without a break in the conversa- 
tion, as if the flaunting of their ritual were 
the greatest part of its pleasure. Women, on 
the other hand, search for place to hide (god 
forbid anyone should know we have to pee in 
the first place) where with panties dropped 
and sweet asses bared, we must assume the 
position of a flustered duck trying to watch 
itself pass an egg." 

More seriously again, the book ad- 
dresses the modem necessity of trying "to 
envision our sh — in the global sense." She 
states as a fact that even "under the best 
conditions, human sh — can take more than 
a year to vanish." In deserts, above timber- 
line, or in sub-zero climates, beneficial bacte- 
rial action is virtually nonexistent. 

The result of the increased human visi- 
tation in the American backcountry is giar- 
dia, she claims, and it all dates from the 
1970s. And while giardia is relatively harm- 
less, she says it should serve as a warning. In 
the surface waters of parts of Africa, the 
Middle East and South America are some real 
nasties like blood flukes that could conceiva- 
bly spread to North American wild waters 
through the feces of the international jetset 
backcountry hiker/campers. 

Thus, she argues for using plastic bags 
or, with groups, porta-potties and packing 
our feces out, along with all the other toilet- 
ries such as tampons, pads, diapers — even 
the used toilet paper (when danger of forest 
fire prevents burning). She has also identi- 
fied a glaring gap in trailhead disposal facili- 
ties, as plastic bags, waxed milk cartons and 
even porta-potty chemicals can wreak havoc 


The Deep Ecology Soundtrack 
Part XVIII: In Context 



by Lone Wolf Circles 

Pete Sears "Watchfire" 

Paul Winter/Paul Halley "Whales Alive" 
(Living Music Records, POB 72, Litchfield, 
CT 06759) 

The primordial sea appeared tranquil 
save for a steamy vapor and the rise of song 
and bubble that heralded the first surfacing 
of life. The symbiotic chords of evolution 
rang true again and again as species after 
species, dancing in their glory, proved with 
their unlikely survival, the existence of mir- 
acles. 

The finest songs of humankind are 
those that resonate with the rest of orches- 
trated nature, and with the miraculous. 

Contemporary music has an additional 
requirement played beneath the sights of 
nuclear weapons, downstream from Exxon 
oil spills, downwind from Grand Canyon 
uranium mines, played out on the killing 
fields, as taps for the recently extinct, as the 
score for humanity's last chance to save the 
biologic fabric from complete disrepair: It 
must also alert. 

Last issue we reviewed the history of our 
movement's minstrelsy. Now we'll look at 
the context from which Earth First! music, 
like the first air breathing creatures, arose to 
trouble this continent. 

The 1960s spoke not only of cultural 
alienation but the first recognition of snow- 
balling environmental threats. Enter Rachel 
Carson's Silent Spring, the first Earth Day, 
David Brower’s radicalization, Barry 
Maguire's "Eve of Destruction." Anyone 
remember who did "In the year 2525, if man 
is still alive ..."? 

The idea that other creatures are sen- 
tient, capable of not only grunts and 
screams, but complex, repeatable melodies 
first hit the American public with the 1970 
release of Roger Paine's "Songs of the Hump- 
back Whale." The whales' sensitive rendi- 
tions inspired saxophonist Paul Winter, who 
subsequently went on to be pioneer and 
guiding light of interspecies music. 

The Paul Winter Consort's early al- 
bums, "Callings" and “Common Ground," 
celebrated the rhythmic nuances of nature in 
the same way primal peoples do, intently 
and interactively. We reviewed the 1987 
release, “Canyon," lauding its sincerity, vul- 
nerability, and magic worthy of El Cafton 
Grande itself. 


With the 1989 release of "Whales 
Alive," Winter and Consort organist Paul 
Halley demonstrate the same spiritual sense 
of interpretation and interpenetration. 
Halley's building harmonies complement 
the leviathan song structures of Dr. Payne's 
whale recordings. Winter follows their as- 
cent, and plays in the pearly spray of their 
blowing. 

Words set to music — prayer, invoca- 
tion — are the primal ancestors of song. 
Oddly, there are few contemporary examples 
outside of rap, with the exception of John 
Trudell, and South African poet-artist 
Mawake, now serving time in his homeland 
for the same kind of performances I put on. 
Half the cuts on "Whales Alive" feature the 
stirring Leonard Nimoy, doing readings 
from Herman Melville, and the amazing 
ethno-alchemist, Gary Snyder: 

The whales turn and 
glisten, plunge and sound 
and rise again, hanging 
over subtly darkening 
deeps, flowing like breathing 
planets in the sparking 
whorls of living light! 

This potent rendition is from D.H. 
Lawrence: 

And they rock and they rock 

through the sensual ageless ages 

on the depths of the seven seas 

and through the salt 

they reel with drunk delight 

and in the tropics 

tremble they with love 

and roll with massive strong desire 

like gods. 

"Whales Alive" serves to alert by re- 
minding us of the magnificence, soul, and 
irreplaceability of these threatened giants. 

Whales also join in a cut from the 1988 
release by Pete Sears, "Watchfire, " gamering 
lots of attention, thanks in part to co-stars 
Holly Near, David Gisman, Mimi Farina and 
Jerry Garcia. The songs are Pete's folk — 
coverage of both social and environmental 
concerns elevated on an aural tapestry of 
flute, mandolin, horns and voice: 

In the rainforest the trees conceal 

secret life, the plants that heal 

Life abounds in every shape and form 

Nature's cycle, something dies and something's 

bom 

Mother nature's crying! 

Wounded heart, the jungle is dying 
One hundred acres every minute of the day 


Hear her mourn as the forests pass away. 

Twenty years have past since the initial 
Earth Day paid lip-service to the global pre- 
dicament. In those ensuing two decades, the 
membership roles of the "credible" environ- 
mental organizations have grown ten-fold, 
bawdy activists in the Sea Shepherd Society, 
Greenpeace and Earth First! upped the ante, 
and ... the natural world came closer than 
ever to being "managed" to death! The 
danger of risk-free or "pop-environmental- 
ism" is that there is not time for slow, com- 


fortable change. Relevance lies in the con- 
text of resistance. Somewhere in our miscre- 
ant molecules, in our deviant DNA, an an- 
cient voice cries for us to hurry. That voice is 
the Earth's. That voice is our own. 

Other essays by Lone wolf can be found in 
two publications available by subscription: 
Wilderness Outlook (503 N Bullard, Silver 
City, NM 88061) and Talking Leaves (1430 
Willamette #367, Eugene, OR 97401). 
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with most present holding tank pumps or 
sewage treatment plants. 

The' reviewer must take odds with the 
author in her optimism that the bulk of the 
ever-increasing visitors to the American 
backcountry can be educated and trained to 
use "collect feces & pack it all out" tech- 
niques. As the author says, "our wild lands 
shrink" and "more overuse is directly ahead 
of us," with the only solution being "more 
bagged warm sh — in your backpack!" 
However, another view dictates that all prob- 
lems associated with too many people will 
multiply and get worse, regardless, and that 
these problems will require a short-term and 
long-term solution. The first solution could 
be strictly enforced permit-systems in natu- 
ral areas; the second must be human popula- 
tion reduction through widespread steriliza- 
tion, imposed qualifications for limited par- 
enthood, or worse. 

Reviewed by Elliott Bemshaw. 
ed. note: Through the literary grapevine, we hear 
that a similar book is being written by an urban 
counterpart of the above author, to be entitled 
How To Shit In The 'Buibs.— /D 

THE GOLD COAST, by Kim Stanley Robin- 
son; Tor Books, New York; 1988. 

In The Gold Coast, Kim Stanley Robin- 
son reminds us that under every megalopo- 
lis, lies a land that was once as beautiful as 
any present-day wilderness. The megalopo- 
lis in this vision of the near future is Orange 
County, California, a one-time paradise 
turned urban hell. 

The most startling change in 
Robinson’s 21st century Is the conversion of 
the automobile from internal combustion to 
electric locomotion. Most of the smog is 
gone, but the other problems of modem life 
remain. The author envisions the logical 
extension of today's southern California, 
with its mall lifestyle, traffic nightmares, and 
alienation. More than anything else, The 
Gold Coast is about alienation, and the ways 
people deal with it. 

The main character, Jim, is one of the 
most confused young men ever to lurch 
across a page. At odds with everyone from 
his aerospace engineer father to his shallow 
girlfriend, Jim blunders through his mean- 
ingless life until someone recruits him for a 


sabotage mission. The satisfaction he gets 
from bombing a ballistic missile plant is 
short-lived, but memorable enough to keep 
him coming back for more. 

With relentless skill, Robinson details 
the machinations of the military-industrial 
complex, and the ways they twist people’s 
lives. We see the ongoing corruption of 
weapons procurement through the eyes of 
Jim’s father. 

In a chapter that will please Nature 
lovers, a friend plucks Jim from the shambles 
of his life and takes him to the Sierra for 
spiritual healing. It is a bitter irony that 
access to this future wilderness is limited to 
holders of permits obtained at Ticketron. 

The action of the book is interspersed 
with fascinating vignettes of Orange County 
history, starting with the advent of the con- 
quistadors. Jim chronicles the lore of his 
ravaged homeland with the aid of his uncle, 
a baby boomer who, like all oldsters, laments 
a golden past (our times). The reader can feel 
Robinson's sorrow for the landscape that has 
disappeared along with California's inno- 
cence. With tragic symbolism, he places the 
last orange grove in a cemetery, its trees 
being cut down one by one to make room for 
the dead. 

The Gold Coast’s somewhat loose end 
conveys the message that humanity will 
muddle through, but only at great cost to the 
land. Robinson forecasts one scenario radi- 
cal environmentalists will find a trifle 
farfetched. He follows the development of 
the mammoth Irvine Ranch with the break- 
up and sell-off of the Cleveland National 
Forest. I pictured the dead bodies such a 
travesty would happen over: Yours and mine 
and other Earth warriors'; we would never 
allow such a precedent, would we? 

Besides that oversight, I found this 
novel a moving portrayal of a future already 
coming to pass. Anyone who has spent time 
in California will be touched by Robinson's 
tribute to what has been lost, and what 
remains to be lost. Most children of the baby 
boom have known the agony of seeing our 
wild playgrounds fall before creeping 
suburbia. The Gold Coasfreminds us that our 
grandchildren will likely regard these times 
as the good old days. 

Reviewed by Leslie Lyon. 


by Daniel Conner 

Among your better class of concert- 
goers, it is considered not quite seemly to 
applaud the musical celebration of a pagan 
sacrifice. When that sacrifice involves a 
naked virgin who dances herself to death 
onstage, you have all the makings of a riot. 
That's what happened in 1913 when Igor 
Stravinsky first offered Le Sacre du Printemps 
(The Rite of Spring) to the world. 

One of the most important features of 
20th century art is the rediscovery of the 
primitive. The century of mindless consum- 
erism and mass warfare and the technologi- 
cal assault on nature somehow manages to 
recapture a hint of the primal in its art. A fine 
paradox. 

Everyone has heard about the influence 
of primitive art on the work of Picasso and 
Gauguin. Stravinsky’s milestone ballet of 
pagan ritual in neolithic Russia is the best 
musical illustration of the same 
phenomenon. Le Sacre is unique in the 
symphonic literature. 

Stravinsky's genius is that he was the 
first to bend the symphony orchestra — 
perhaps the most hierarchical and artificial 
of all modes of expression — into the service 
of the wild and primitive. No wonder Pari- 
sians who heard the first performance were 
scandalized. Quelle gaucherie! 

You've heard an adaptation oiLe Sacre if 
you remember the dinosaur fight in Disney's 
Fantasia. (1 once knew someone who hated 
the "vulgarity" of the score, but grudgingly 
allowed that it might be ok for dinosaur 
fights.) If you heard the full score, its raw 
power cannot fail to impress you — even if 
you don't like it. 

Several other 20th century symphonic 
works like Le Sacre are overt attempts to 
recapture a primal state of mind. None is 
quite so outrageous or earthshaking as 
Stravinsky's masterpiece, but all repay close 
listening. 

After Le Sacre, the best symphonic por- 
trayal of a primal ceremony is a ballet 
entitled Corroboree, written in 1944 by the 
Australian composer John Antill. At the age 
of nine Antill witnessed an aboriginal ritual. 


which left such an impression that he de- 
voted his life to gathering everything he 
could find about aboriginal culture. He 
made field recordings of authentic native 
music and distilled its essence into this per- 
cussive and highly rhythmic symphonic 
score. 

Also on my list of favorites is Sensemaya, 
a short work written in the 1930s by the 
Mexican composer Silvestre Revueltas. With 
a large battery of percussion instruments, 
insistent bassoon and trombone motifs, 
angular melodies and irregular rhythms, 
Revueltas gives an evocative taste of the 
rhythmic drive of a tropical ritual. 

Another fine symphonic evocation of 
the primitive is the symphonic score The 
Forest of the Amazon, written by Brazilian 
composer Heitor Villa-Lobos for the 1959 
film Green Mansions. 

The Rite of Spring is widely available in 
superb performances, but the others are not. 
LPs of each are out of print and not yet 
reissued on CD or cassette. Corroboree is 
perhaps the best-known symphonic work 
from Australia and it will no doubt be reis- 
sued soon, though it probably will be hard to 
find as an import. If you want to hear any of 
the scores I 've mentioned, send an SASE with 
a 90- or 100-minute cassette tape to POB 
4666, Salem, OR 97302, specifying whether 
you want it recorded in Dolby B or C. 

■Next issue I'll devote this column to the 
music of Jon Hassell, the composer whose 
music I think best evokes the primal spirit 
today. 
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Ned Ludd Books 


ECODEFENSE 


A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 
Edited by Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood 
Forward! By Edward Abbey 

Even before the FBI launched a $2 million campaign to intimidate us from 
publishing and distributing it, ECODEFENSE was the most controversial con- 
servation book ever written. Now with the accelerating destruction of wilder- 
ness, the failure of "legitimate" means to halt the destruction, and the crackdown 
by authorities against monkeywrenching, ECODEFENSE is needed as never be- 
fore. 

ECODEFENSE features detailed, field-tested hints from experts on: 

V Decommissioning heavy equipment 

V Closing roads 

V Stopping off-road-vehicles 

V Spiking trees 

V Removing survey lines 

V Hassling overgrazers 

V Felling billboards 

V Removing traplines 

V Safety and security 

V and much more! 

HEAVILY ILLUSTRATED 
311 PAGES 
$13.50 Postpaid 



The Big Outside 


A Descriptive Inventory of the Big Wilderness Areas of the 

USA 

By Dave Foreman and Howie Wolke 

This landmark conservation book argues effectively that ecological wilderness 
is big wild erness. After 8 years of d etailed research the authors have updated Bob 
Marshall’s historic 1936 Roadless Area Inventory? THE BIG OUTSIDE features: 

* Descriptions and status of every roadless area in America over 
100,000 acres in the West and 50,000 acres in the East 

* Historical and ecological introductions for each state or region 

* 21 maps showing large roadless areas 

* History of large roadless areas 

* Ecological importance of large roadless areas 

* The factors destroying America's roadless areas 

* Large roadless areas ranked by size 

* Large roadless areas listed by states 

* Bob Marshall's 1936 roadless area inventory 

* Bob Marshall's 1927 roadless area inventory (never before 
published) 

* Detailed guide for further reading 

* Foreword by MICHAEL FROME 

* 470 pages 

$21.00 Postpaid 




NED LUDD BOOKS PO Box 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703 


IMPORTANT NOTE: All orders for ECODEFENSE and THE 
BIG OUTSIDE (retail and wholesale) should be sent directly to 
NED LUDD BOOKS, POB 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703. Do not 
order from the Earth First! Journal. 
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DEAR NED LUDD 

DEAR NED LUDD is a regular feature in Earth First! for 
discussion of creative means of effective defense against 
the forces of industrial totalitarianism. Neither the Earth 
First! movement nor the staff of Earth First! necessarily 
encourage anyone to do any of the things discussed in 



DEAR NED LUDD. 


Dear readers 

A number of Earth First! activists in north- 
ern California have received threats of bodily 
harm or death from loggers. Now it seems that 
the listed contacts for Earth First! in California 
are receiving similar threats from an anonymous 
outfit in San Diego called the "Committee for the 
Death of Earth First!" that may be allied with the 
dirt bike band "Sahara Club" in Los Angeles. 

If you recei veone of these threateni ng letters 
through the mail, take it and its envelope to your 
local US Post Office and ask to speak to a postal 
inspector. It is a felony to send threats through 
the mail and the Post Office takes a very dim view 
of the practice and has the techniques and moti- 
vation to track these goons down and prosecute 
them. Also consider contacting your local law 
enforcement agency (police officers in southern 
California don't particularly like dirt bikers) or 
the California State Attorney General's office. 

ORV fanatics have made a practice of 
intimidating everyone who stands in the way of 
their "right" to rip the land apart with their 
crotch rockets. This current wave of threats is an 
indication that they are scared. 

— Ned 

Dear Ned 

Is Dow Chemical Company trying to 
cure the disease of human overpopulation? 
They make a nematocide DBCP (Dibromo- 
chloropropane) that was discovered in 1977 
to be a testicular toxin for human males — it 
prevents the development of sperm. Check 
it out in the Office of Technology Assessment 
manual Reproductive Health Hazards in the 
Workplace. 

— M. Sanger 

Dear Ned 

The flood gates of many hydro plants 
are controlled by radio messages often sent 
from hundreds of miles away and transmit- 
ted by microwave stations. When opened 
frequently, the river level below can rise ten 
feet or more in a minute or two and, of 
course, the river keeps rising so long as the 
gates are open or until the source of the water 
is exhausted. The source generally contains 
thousands of acre feet of water — sometimes 
enough to overflow or wash out a dam 
downstream. 

The technology utilized for this system 
generally renders the need for the presence 
of humans at the plants obsolete. Conse- 
quently if one of the transmitters were de- 
stroyed it seems logical to assume that a 
considerable amount of impounded water 
would be liberated before remedial action 
could be taken. 

The transmitters are generally un- 
guarded and amount to nothing much more 
than a large billboard — the type Doc Sarvis 
was well acquainted with. 

Splashingly yours, 

— Floyd Flood 

Dear Ned 

A bid solicitation from the Forest Circus 
just crossed my desk and it set me to think- 
ing. It asked forbids to put strychnine-laced 
oats into pocket gopher burrows on 1500 
acres. My first response was "Ugh, how 
disgusting." My second thought was "What 
if someone who likes pocket gophers were to 
bid on such a job and win the bid? Somehow 
the strychnine just never makes it into those 
oats." The end result? The inspection finds 
funny colored oats in all the burrows exam- 
ined; the pocket gophers get a lot of extra 
food; you get a fat Forest Service paycheck — 
everybody's happy. 

Consider other kinds of contracts. 
There are people who collect and carefully 
label individual batches of cones for "super 
tree" breeding programs. Now what might 
happen if those careful cone-pickers mixed 
cones between batches? Might do some 
interesting things to the breeding program. 

Many bids are solicited each year for 
timber stand exams. How might these be 
skewed so nobody would bid on the timber? 

You get the idea. But think through the 
implications of your work — you wouldn’t 
want it to backfire because you didn't con- 
sider all the ramifications. Let's all get out 
there and embrace the American ethic of 
sucking bucks from Uncle Sugar while doing 
what needs to be done — our way. 

— Auntie Em 

Dear Ned 

Some suggestions for your mountain 
bike section in Ecodefensk 

V Chain slapping can be prevented with 


the use of rubber strips designed for this 
purpose. Also handle bar tape wrapped 
around the chain stays works. 

V Quick release hubs make tire changes 
easy! The added cost of new tire, rim, spokes, 
tube and hub should be considered. They 
can be expensive. 

V 18 speeds is a must for rough terrain. 

V A shoulder strap would make bike 
carrying easier. 

V When buying a mountain bike, make 
sure it has center pull instead of side pull 
brakes. Some cheapo mountain bikes have 
the same brakes as street bikes. These suck in 
mud. Get heavy duty brakes if you plan to 
ride. 

— Sandstepper 

Dear Ned 

So much for the Earth Firstlers who say 
we can work with union workers. The en- 
closed article from the Associated Press re- 
ports on the president of the Oregon AFL- 
CIO urging labor leaders from around the 
United States to assist in his effort to "keep 
old-growth timber flowing to Oregon mills. " 

Labor unions are as great a threat to 
biodiversity as corporations! Environmen- 
talists, wise up. 

— No Puddinhead in Oregon 

Dear Ned 

Gawd, what a screamer! The announce- 
ment for the 52nd Intermountain Logging 
Conference in Spokane, WA, this April was 
so enticing it almost made me want to go. Its 
theme was "Safety, Terrorism, Innovation & 
Fiber." Wow. Unfortunately, after reading 
the flyer, I discovered that the terrorists 
being discussed were not the bloodthirsty 
goons sending out or operating the bulldoz- 
ers and chainsaws, but rather those trying to 
defend the forest. Shucks. 

— Disappointed in Spokane 


by R. Wills Flowers 

ed. note: Despite the valid criticism of Whole 
Earth Review in the following essay and in our 
February issue, EF! journal staff remain im- 
pressed with the provocativeness and boldness of 
WER. The spring issue has an excellent series of 
articles on ecosystem restoration. — JD 

In a recent article in these pages ("This 
is Pro-Life?," Beltane 1989), I made afew less- 
than-complimentary observations about the 
pro-overpopulation writings of Julian Simon 
and Ben Wattenberg. At the time I wondered 
if I was beating a couple of dead horses in 
taking yet another swipe at the dynamic duo 
of Voodoo Demography. It had been some 
time since a major magazine had taken 
Simon seriously and Wattenberg's recycled 
Yellow Peril-ism (we've gotta spawn faster 
than all those dark foreigners) has not been 
particularly well received by the public. 
However, the winter 1989 issue of Whole 
Earth Review is proof that Voodoo Demo- 
graphics continues to snare even "pwogwes- 
sives" who ought to know better. An article 
by editor Kevin Kelly and review of Simon's 
The Ultimate Resource display in the high 
echelons of WER a hopeless muddle over 
such concepts as resources, carrying capac- 



Dear Ned 

Does any eco-warrior out there know 
where one can get butyric acid or similar 
smelly stuff? I'll look for answers in this 
column. 

— Stinky 

Dear Ned 

The recently declared “War on Drugs" 
makes any association between drug posses- 
sion and monkeywrenching more danger- 
ous than ever. An increasingly popular law 
enforcement tactic is the roadblock, which 
has been employed everywhere from inter- 
state highways to small two-lane roads in 
rural Utah. Similar to this is the so-called 
"drug courier profile" which is a catch-all 
used to stop anyone who looks suspicious, 
out-of-place, or simply driving a vehicle with 
out-of-state plates. An alleged traffic viola- 
tion like "following too close" or "changing 
lanes without a signal" is used to stop a 
suspect, run their driver's license and auto 
registration through the NCIC computer, 
and request "consent” to a search. 

An attempt to intimidate you into al- 
lowing a search may begin with a simple 
question like "Do you have any firearms or 
drugs in your vehicle?" Avoid looking 
startled and always answer "no." Even if 
you're simply carrying an unloaded firearm 
in the back, if you don't answer "no" you 
may find yourself running afoul of a state law 
or local regulation you didn't know existed 
(and sure to ruin your vacation). Never 
consent to a search, even if you’re com- 


ity, and the environment. 

There is no point wasting space with 
another long list of all the scientific and 
logical fallacies Simon packed into his mag- 
num opus. Those interested should read 
Herman Daly's review of Resource in the 
January 1982 issue of the Bulletin of the 
Atomic Scientists. More interesting is what's 
going on in the rarified atmosphere of WER. 
The editor and his book reviewer (David 
Wesley Grant) scatter wild and unsupported 
claims in all directions: "we are defeating the 
spoils of pollution," "an increase in popula- 
tion numbers will increase the availability of 
subsistence resources," "hefty populations 
are the engine of sustainable human ad- 
vancement." The shakiness of the ground 
they stand on is obvious to anyone who 
stayed awake through Freshman Biology. 
Some of their other positions invite a more 
lengthy response. 

One of these is the classic canard "mald- 
istribution, not overpopulation causes fam- 
ine." This seems plausible enough, until you 
ask why are so many countries so dependent 
on "distribution" in the first place. The 
answer is that they can't feed themselves 
because their populations have outrun their 
carrying capacities. Such countries include 
not only the well-known basket cases (Ethio- 
pia, Haiti) but such "success" stories as Japan, 
Hong Kong, and even England. When a 
country can no longer grow its food and 
must trade for the food, it becomes vulner- 
able to widespread malnutrition or worse. 
However, "maldistribution" is the symptom 
of the underlying cause, which is that the 
country in question has too damn many 
people. 

Kelly's article ("Apocalypse Juggernaut, 
Goodbye") would have been good had he 
not undercut it with all the fawning over 
what Simon Said. Kelly maintains that a 
decliningpopulation will cause its own set of 
social problems. Fair enough. After getting 
high on growthmania for hundreds of years, 
going clean and sober is bound to cause 
withdrawal. However, Kelly's solution — 
taken from Simon — seems to be for every- 
one to go on a spawning binge. It's like 
running a drug education program dwelling 
exclusively on the pains of withdrawal and 
telling addicts that their best bet is to stay 
strung out. For Kelly, the only problem with 
5 billion more people is getting better recy- 
cling programs: "most cities outside Amer- 


pletely "clean." The first hand experience of 
witnessing a frustrated cop go through the 
motions of intimidating you is the best kind 
of experience for the monkeywrencher who 
may risk later encounters with law enforce- 
ment. 

If you don't consent to a search, a drug- 
sniffing dog may be called in to provide 
"probable cause." The dog will sniff around 
the door seals and trunk seeking a faint whiff 
of drugs. If they signal their handler that the 
smell of drugs is present, a lawful search 
ensues. In the absence of "probable cause" to 
believe a crime has been committed, the 
fruits of a search will typically be thrown out 
of court. Know your rights. 

Other variations on this law enforce- 
ment tactic include setting up roadblocks or 
signs announcing roadblocks ahead and 
laying back to snag anyone who turns 
around to avoid the roadblock. 

Suspects who are detained, either for an 
ID check or a vehicular search, may be placed 
in the back of a patrol car that contains a 
hidden microphone and transmitter moni- 
tored through an earphone worn by an offi- 
cer standing some distance from the car. The 
idea is to eavesdrop on incriminating con- 
versations between suspects to obtain infor- 
mation and probable cause for search or 
arrest. Such bugging may be entirely legal. 
Whenever you are detained by police, do not 
say anything incriminating to a friend that 
you wouldn't want the police to hear. 

— Dick Tracy 


ica, particularly in developing countries (like 
Mexico City? Calcutta? — RWF) are far closer 
to an ideal than our cities are." Food? "The 
countryside will produce more food with 
about the same number of people." With 
acid rain, accelerating erosion, and the 
"biotech revolution" sputtering badly, Kelly 
may soon have a bit more to worry about 
than recycling. 

When pwogwessives begin to wax elo- 
quent over Simon and Voodoo Demograph- 
ics, their usual excuse is that they are "hun- 
gry for good news." So what is this news and 
what's so good about it? Basically, the mes- 
sage of Simon and his acolytes is that we can 
indulge in spawning with no thought for 
tomorrow and we will never suffer any con- 
sequences. It is a message of self-indulgence 
and racism. 

The racism in "birth-dearth"ism has 
been frequently noted but The Ultimate Re- 
source has its own subtle brand. Simon goes 
to great lengths to convince his readers that 
they will not be inconvenienced by the 
growing human population. But will the 
other 30 million species be inconvenienced? 
Simon dismisses that question right away 
(p.4) with an offhand remark about "prefer- 
ences for having more or fewer wild animals 
alive as opposed to more or fewer human 
beings alive ..." So mass extinction boils 
down to a matter of "preference." David 
Wesley Grant does offer a criticism of sorts 
saying that Simon does not "directly" ad- 
dress the issue of gene pool depletion. But 
Simon is direct enough — on p.334 he puts it 
on the line: "animals and plants versus 
people." And since the preceding 333 pages 
are a hymn to the glories of overproducing 
people, there is little doubt where Simon's 
values are on the issue of biodiversity. I 
believe such attitudes are racist. Simon's goal 
of more people and fewer wild animals is like 
Hitler's "preference" fora Europe with more 
Aryans and fewer of everyone else. Only the 
taxonomic identity of the victims has 
changed. 

As his review dissolves toward its gush- 
ing conclusion, David Wesley Grant gasps, 
"I'm amazed at myself." 

Yeah, Dave, we're amazed at you too. 


The Simonizing of Whole Earth Review 
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TREECYCLE 

RECYCLED BAPER 
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yfc TV * Everyday 
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( j/^g geL J -*- Printing 
Specialty 


100% recycled natural papers, premium 
xerographic, ragbond stationary and 
envelopes, 11x17 printing papers, 
computer, and more. 

New: 100% recycled, dioxin free toilet 
paper, tissues, napkins and paper towels. 
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MAKE 

PROTECTING 

THE 

ENVIRONMENT 
YOUR JOB 


The Job Seeker specializes in environmental 
and natural resource vacancies nationwide. 
Two issues each month are filled with current 
vacancies from Federal, state, local, private, 
and non-profit employers. A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only $19.50. Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 

Dept A, Rt 2 Box 16, Warrens. WI 54666 


/TC\ WILDERNATURISTS 

(0) NAKED ADVENTURE! 

On wilderness trails and waterways in the 
Rockies and Southwest, enjoy the freedom 
of the wilds with compatible companions 
year-round. Nudetrip Schedule: $2. 

The WILDERNATURISTS. Evergreen. X, 
CO 80439-0845 (303) 674-9724 


Jr Save $$, and support EF! 
Order by July TfKj and we will have 
your order at the 90 RRR. 
Portion of proceeds go to EF! 


NUCLEAR WAR... 

...is illegal under international law. To find out why, 
read the just revised Statement on the Illegality of 
Nuclear Warfare (50 p'p., $10). 

Also new: Nuclear Free Zones and the Law, model 
legislation for your community (35 pp., $10). Free 
literature list. 

Lawyers Committee on Nuclear Policy 
225 Lafayette St. #513 
New York, NY 10012 


20th Earth Day Anniversary Edition of 

PR1M1ST CREED 

For a Theology of the Environment 
p by Lee Nading 

\ Great Souhof Nature. Earth-Native Primism. 
Technocalypse. Biosoul. The Inverida. 

First Breakfast. Life List. Species Sustenance. 
Kinship of Life. Vigils. Ecodice Covenant. ^ 

Frameable collector's edition on 8 l A x 13 in. 
archival paper, author signed and dated. ^ 

\ 

★ Primist Creed, 3 -color, neutral ph $6.00 

(Postpaid, shipped in cardboard tube) 

GREA BOOKS, POB 1805, Bloomington, IN 47402 


MEET OTHER ECOLOGY- 
MINDED SINGLES through 
the Concerned Singles News- 
letter. Nationwide. Since 
1984. Free sample: Box 555-B, 
Stockbridge, MA 01262. 


ADVERTISE IN 
EARTH FIRST! 

Reach thousands of refined minds with 
your slick Madison Avenue message in 
our high-toned, sophisticated publica- 
tion. Rates are as follows: 

Half Page $300 
Quarter Page $150 
Eighth Page $80 
Column inch $10 

Columns are 2Vv inches wide. There 
will be a minimum $25 extra charge 
for any ads that are not camera-ready. 
Ads that are not the proper width will 
be returned or they can be PMTed to 
fit for an additional $10 charge. Class- 
ified ads are available for 40 cents a 
word ($5 minimum). Send your ads to 
EF! POB 5871, Tucson, AZ 85703. 


— Smart, Ecology — 
T-Shirts that Speak! 


1 . "Everything has its purpose. Everything has 
its place. " Shows gator grabbing cottonmouth 
moccasin. Blue & Gold 50/S0 Premium blend. 

2. “Halt Mushrooming Development." Sharp 
design features symbol ic gator . See to appre- 
ciate. Gold on Blk 100% hvy cotton. 

3. “Birds' Rights" with birds gathered around 
the proclamation. Cool blue on white cotton. 

4. "Endangered Fish" lists principal species 
on Endangered List. Cotton. 

5. "Protect Marine Resources" shows wonder- 
ful octopus - purple on white premium SO/SO. 

6. "Protect Saltwater Fish" shows important 
species in accurate detail. Bllc/whtSO/SO. 

All shirts come in S M L XL. 

Mix/match all shirts for best price. 

50/50: 1 -$8. 87 2-8. 42 ea 3-7. 98 ea 
6-7. 54 ea. •Cotton: l-$9. 87 2-9. 38 
3-8. 88 ea 6-8.39ea. • Add $2. 40 per 
ORDER (not per shirt) toward postage & 
hdlg . Send check or money order to: 

Florida Mail Press 
P.O.Box 6 Old Town FL 32680 

FREE CATALOG 


DHARMA GAIA 


Call or write for prices and samples 

Box 5086 Bozeman, MT 59717 406-586-5287 
Also available at: The Ecology Center, in Missoula 


A HARVEST OF ESSAYS IN 
BUDDHISM AND ECOLOGY 

Edited by Allan Hunt Badiner 

Dharma Gaia explores the ground where 
Buddhism and ecology meet. Through the 
writings of over 30 celebrated Buddhist 
thinkers and ecologists, including Gary 
Snyder, Thich Nhat Hanh, Joanna Macy, 
Joan Halifax, John Seed, Bill Devall, 
Deena Metzger and Rick Fields, we see 
how Buddhist philosophy and practices 
help us renew our relationships with one 
another, with other forms of life, and 
with the Earth. Foreword by H.H. the 
Dalai Lama. 

250 pg paperback - April 22, 1 990 (Earth Day) 
$15.00 from Parallax Press 
P.O. Box 7355, Berkeley, CA 94707 


SPIRIT MOUNTAIN SPIRULINA 
Highest quality, lowest prices avail- 
able! Hawaiian grown powder, also 
tablets. Free informative brochure. 
PO Box 654N, North San Juan, CA 
95960. (916) 265-3907, ext. 654. 
Orders shipped immediately! 


HOW YOUR TAX DOLLARS BUY 
POLLUTION - and keep it coming! 
And the only possible solution. $3. 
to TD&P, Box 3642, Houma, LA 
70360. 


THE LAST REDWOODS 


THE LAST RE DWOODS is a full color reproduction of an original etching 
by Claus Sievert The work was inspired by a visit to Headwaters Forest and 
is intended to benefitcauseswhichareworkingtosaveancient forests. The 
poster comes with a short fact sheet on redwood habitat The original, 
limited edition etching (hand colored) is available upon request 
SIZE: 22 X 28 PRICE: $ 28.50 ppd 


CLAUS SIEVERT P.O. BOX 41 1233 SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94141 
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Armed with Visions 



clear as cut glass 


& just as dangerous 



All Rights Reserved to Authors 


THE BEATING 


J ay veered through the boreal maze, blackness of lab. Lulu, hot- 
footing it after the skidoo, across the snowy knoll, site of another 
logger-killed forest, up to the smile of a cone picking friend. 

But Wes and his Cunning Ham were ready to get the tree hugger. 
Armed with guns and sneers, hands on hips, and stinking with fear, 
they ambushed my dear one. 

In this age of understanding the criminal and forgetting the crime, 
I wonder what poisoned their minds, making them willing to kill a 
fine and gifted man. Ham locked Jay’s arms behind him, while West 
did his best to break nose, teeth, jaw, and pride with crazy blows. 
When he fell they smashed boards across his skull, brutalized his 
left side, and wrenched ribs apart with logging boots, while Jay lay 
smothering in his own parka. At the outrage of rock against temple 
a desperate plea - “You’re killing me!” - rose, repelling them long 
enough for Jay to get to the skidoo, his face crying blood. 

But Wes and Ham were on him pronto with the pickup and 
they struck, sending Jay soaring and crashing into his own snow 
angel, the halo of blood a blatant assault upon white. Slamming 
into reverse Wes struck the skidoo again. Dazed and shattered. Jay 
staggered on towards Charles, cone picking, somewhere over the 
next hill, his only hope for help, so many steps away. 

Wes jumped from his truck and snatched an axe from his mill as 
he hurled by and easily overtook the blood-caked man, bringing the 
(thankfully) blunt end down hard against his spine. And by some 
divine fumble, Wes dropped his weapon, and weak and wounded 
as he was, Jay picked it up, intending to toss it away. Wes’s eyes 
popped out, and he took off jack rabbit running for the burrow of his 
truck. By some grace of fate, Jay made it to Charles and slumped 
broken into the seat, while porky arms ripped open the door to tog 
him out for one last round. “Leave him alone!” cried Charles and 
tore away to safety. 

The loggers, with no kill to feed on, turned their guns upon the 
innocence of Lulu. I wonder if her young brown eyes trusted them 
until the end? 

Deanna Kawatski 
Stewart 


HOT SEEDS 

I sit outside my apartment 

sun hot crickets— 

song of the sexless mulberry. 

Ants skip across hot sand — 

marigold seeds I planted 

give way to any opportunistic green. 

A sensation 
at my inner thigh 
is a small bug. 

I don’t see the day moon 
but feel the pull at my loins 
in this heat 

weeds trees smell of peanuts. 

I sit 

until the evening locust calls. 

I have to tell you— 

I’m going up there 
and make love 
to the night moon. 

from Important Round Things 
by Kathryn Capels 
Longhand Press (1989) $5 
Box 86, Black Hawk CO 80422 




Mick, Corral Bar, 1978 

Leonine, bearded, the prophet disguised 
as a ruined cowboy drunk, pissed-in 
bib overalls and the wreck of a stetson 
nodding over a herd of drained beer cans. 

Cries out of a helldream, spits his chew 
on the sodden floor, sweeps the table clear, 
calls through the clamor for a beer, 
eyes wide, trapped-coyote wild. 

Grabs Mitch by the sleeve and roars 
from some windswept inner dark, 
bitter, homeless, bereft. 

“What have you done to my desert?” 

WHAT HAVE YOU DONE TO MY DESERT? 


Cora, Wyoming 


from A Ceremony on Bare Ground 
by Chip Rawlins 
Compost Press (1985) $4.95 
c/o P.O. Box 27076 
Salt Lake City UT 84127 
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WOMEN SEW DOWNHILL 

Women sew downhill 
the way 
water flows 

threading down 
the hills 
webbing into 
the earth and ocean 

stitching down 
the great 
round 

Diane Hammond 

Needlerock 



English, After Lew Welch 

Literature is what you leave in the library — 

(all the weight of writing DOWN 
all that music 
all that poetry 
collecting all that dust 
keeping all those books 
still'.) 

Poems are what you write when you must — 

(a poem is a record of poetry 

you can have, hold, and shelve: 

"Take this book and shelve it, 

I aint readin' it no more." 

now, poetry is something else 

you can only find one place. 

Johnny K. knows: 

"Man, it's everywhere!") 

Reading is what happens now — 

Speak up! 

That* s how the art of words works. 

from RattleSnake Rider 
by Eric Paul Shaffer 
Longhand Press (1990) $8 
Box 86, Black Hawk CO 80422 
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Annotated and Introduced by Dave Foreman 

Please note that Ecodetense: A Field Guide To Monkeywrenching is no longer sold directly 
by the Earth First! Bookstore. All orders for it should be sent directly to the publisher, Ned Ludd 
Books (PO Box 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703). See the Ned Ludd Books ad in this issue for details. 

All prices listed below are postpaid. Order directly from Earth First!, POB 7, Canton, NY 
13617. Books are sent 4th class book rate. For quicker first class mailing or UPS delivery please 
check with Nancy Z ( 602-622-1371) for additional shipping charges. 

Books marked with an asterisk (*) will be discontinued when current stocks are depleted. 
Ifyou wantanyofthese, now is the time to order. Theywillnot be re-ordered. (We periodically 
need to drop some of our titles, even important ones, to make room for newly published books.) 

NEW BOOKS 

THE POPULATION EXPLOSION 
By Paul and Anne Ehrlich 

Whether by dour, doctrinaire Marxists smoking unfiltered cigarettes in dingy coffeehouses or 
Pollyanna rightwingers like Julian Simon prancing about brightly-lit think tanks, the Ehrlichs 
are hated by all those who believe the Earth has no limits. Along with Rachel Carson's Silent 
Spring, Paul Ehrlich's Population Bomb helped launch the modern environmental movement. 
Now the Ehrlichs are back to argue that the bomb has exploded and that overpopulation — 
especially in the United States and other over-developed nations — substantially contributes 
to the problems of African famine, global warming, acid rain, air and water pollution, the 
garbage crisis and AIDS. Let the comucopians howl; this book is must reading for those who 
want to deal with the primary cause of eco-catastrophe: the gross overpopulation of human 
beings. Hardcover, 320 pages, index, footnotes, what you can do section, $21. 

DESIGN FOR A LIVABLE PLANET 

How You Can Help Clean Up The Environment 

By John Naar 

Many books cashed in on the Earth Day 90 hype, and many of them were worthwhile. This 
may be the best with its in-depth chapters on garbage, toxics, water pollution, air pollution, 
acid rain, deforestation, global wanning, radiation, renewable energy, law, eco-action (includ- 
ing monkeywrenching and civil disobedience), and personal lifestyle. This book is easy to read 
and also to use — it's crammed with how-to information and lists of who to contact. Naar, by 
the way, takes a very favorable view of Earth First!. Even though this book is largely limited 
to "environmental" as opposed to "conservation" or biodiversity issues, it is still very useful to 
those of us more concerned with other species and communities than human. Softcover, 338 
pages, index, $15. 

ANCIENT FORESTS OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
By Elliott Norse 

This important book written by the staff ecologist of The Wilderness Society is both an 
extremely useful companion to Chris Maser's Forest Primeval and a well-written and compre- 
hensive reference by itself for ancient forest activists. It pays to know what you are talking 
about. I encourage all of us fighting for the intricate and ancient communities of big trees to 
use the facts to our advantage. Dr. Norse’s ecological primer of ancient forests is perhaps the 
quickest way to gain access to those facts. Paperback, 327 pages, index, further reading, photos, 
graphs, illustrations. $22. 

PRESERVING COMMUNITIES & CORRIDORS 
In Defense of Wildlife 

By the staff of Defenders of Wildlife and others 

This oversized booklet is a worthwhile and handy tool for those developing ecological 
wilderness proposals . It discusses the need for movement corridors between preserves, riparian 
corridors in the arid lands, using the Endangered Species Act, the Fish & Wildlife Conservation 
Act and state nongame programs. Softcover, 96 pages, illustrations, graphs, charts, footnotes, 
references. $10. 

FROM WALDEN POND TO MUIR WOODS: ALTERNATIVE WAYS ACROSS AMERICA 
By Mary Dymond Davis; foreword by Ernest Callenbach. 

This tome is designed to serve both as a guide for travelers and as a basic reference tool for 
concerned citizens to use where they live. On its journey across green America, it looks at 
conservation history, natural history, groups upholding these, and much more. The publisher, 
Appalachia-Science in the Public Interest, is a nonprofit organization focusing on environ- 
mental and Appalachian issues. Mary Davis is a freelance environmental writer who writes 
frequently for Earth First! Journal. Softcover, 352 pages, references, index, printed on recycled 
paper, $18. 

GREEN RAGE: 

RADICAL ENVIRONMENTALISM AND THE UNMAKING OF CIVILIZATION. 

By Christopher Manes 

Occasionally a book is released that rocks the establishment. Green Rage is such a book. Scholar 
and long-time EF!er Christoph Manes has written a powerful manifesto for the radical 
environmental movement. We'll soon review this in EF! Journal. Hardback, 291 pages, $21. 


BACKLIST OF TITLES 

THE EARTH FIRST! LI'L GREEN SONGBOOK 

78 terrific Earth First! songs by Johnny Sagebrush, Cecelia Ostrow, Bill Oliver, Greg Keeler, 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz and others from Australia and America. Guitar chords are included with 
most songs. An absolute must for every true-green EF!er to sing along with our minstrels or to 
play the songs yourself. $6 postpaid, $4 postpaid special to Earth First! subscribers only! 

THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG by Edward Abbey with illustrations by R. Crumb. Thankfully, 
The Monkey Wrench Gang is once again available in Dream Garden Press's penultimate 
hardcover edition. Maybe more than any other book, this is responsible for the lore and style 
of the Earth First! movement. $24. 

THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG (German edition) Ed called this translation a real bargain: 
"It's a lot longer in German." Paperback, 440 pages, $12. 

HAYDUKE LIVES! by Edward Abbey. The long-awaited sequel to The Monkey Wrench Gang, 
this one features that wild and crazy outfit Earth First! along with the familiar cast of characters 
and the world's largest shovel. Hardcover, 308 pages, $21. 

THE FOOLS PROGRESS An Honest Novel by Edward Abbey. Cactus Ed's “fat masterpiece", 
The Fools Progress is a major work of American fiction and a great legacy by an authentic 
American. Hardcover, 485 pages, $22. 


DESERT SOLITAIRE by Edward Abbey. A superb 20th anniversary edition of Abbey's 
masterpiece with fine illustrations from the University of Arizona Press. This hardcover edition 
is a collector's item and no fan of Abbey should be without one. 255 pages, hardcover, $28. 
DESERT SOLITAIRE by Edward Abbey. Paperback edition. $5. 

THE JOURNEY HOME Some Words in Defense of the American West by Edward Abbey. 
Illustrated by Jim Stiles. An anthology of Abbey's best essays in defense of wildness. Includes 
the classic "Freedom and Wilderness, Wilderness and Freedom." 242 pages, paperback. $11. 
ONE LIFE AT A TIME, PLEASE by Edward Abbey. A book of essays featuring Cactus Ed at his 
controversial best with topics including immigration, anarchy, ecodefense, sex, "sportsmen, " 
cowboys, San Francisco and several "travel" pieces. In his "Preliminary Remarks" to this book. 
Abbey writes, "If there's anyone still present whom I've failed to insult, I apologize." Paperback, 
225 pages. $9 

BEYOND THE WALL Essays from the Outside by Edward Abbey. Ten essays on wild places 
from the interior of Alaska to the Sea of Cortez. This is "nature writing" with heart and spines. 
Paperback, 203 pages, $9. 

LAND OF LITTLE RAIN by Mary Austin with an introduction by Edward Abbey. This clear- 
eyed, lyrical tribute to the desert and foothill lands between Death Valley and the High Sierras 
was first published in 1903 and has since become an American nature classic. In the nature- 
writing world where men predominate (what else is new?) Mary Austin stands with Thoreau, 
Leopold, Lopez, Abbey, and . . . yes . . . Rachel Carson. A book all desert rats should read and 
savor. 107 pages. Paperback, $8 

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF DAVID BROWER For Earth's Sake by David Brower. I'll say it 
without hesitation: David Brower is the greatest living human being. He is the giant without 
peer of conservation in the last half of the 20th Century. More than any other individual, he 
created and shaped the modem environmental movement. Since the 1930s, Brower has been 
on the cutting edge of conservation. He's still there. And his energy and vision are still 
unrivaled. You've got to read his long-awaited autobiography. Hardcover, bibliography, 
index, nearly 600 pages, $27.50. 

•THE GRIZZLY IN THE SOUTHWEST Documentary of an Extinction by David E. Brown, 
with a foreword by Frank C. Craighead, Jr. Brown, retired from the Arizona Game & Fish 
Department and founder of the Arizona Bear Society, traces in detail the extirpation of the 
Grizzly from Arizona, New Mexico, southern Colorado and northern Mexico. If you want to 
see the Grizzly in the Southwest again, read this book to understand why we destroyed it once. 
But get it quick, as it is almost out of print! Reviewed in Lughnasadh 86. 274 pages, references, 
appendices (including an evaluation of the Gila Wilderness for Grizzly reintroduction), maps, 
many photos, hardcover, $22. 

•STATE OF THE WORLD 1989 By Lester Brown and Worldwatch. The sixth annual 
examination of the world's health looks at land degradation, ozone depletion, overreliance on 
automobiles, the global AIDS epidemic, militarism and refugees. It also includes a global action 
plan for tackling these problems. Although Worldwatch is overly optimistic, resource-oriented 
and thoroughly reformist, no one is analyzing the current state of the world better. Index, 
footnotes, 256 pages, paperback. $11.50. 

OVERSHOOT The Ecological Basis of Revolutionary Change by William R. Catton, Jr. I was 
unaware of this seminal book until the folks at Fifth Estate brought it to my attention. 1 agree 
with Vine Deloria, Jr. who writes about it: "One of the most important books I have read in my 
lifetime." Catton lucidly applies ecological concepts to the human condition, and coins 
piercing new terms to describe our situation ("Cargoism: delusion that technology will always 
save us from Overshoot: growth beyond an area’s carrying capacity, leading to Crash: die-off.") 
This is admittedly not a happy book, but Catton expertly demolishes the fantasies of the 
Cargoists, Cosmeticists, Cynics, and Ostriches to demonstrate that we have indeed surpassed 
our carrying capacity. After Aldo Leopold's A Sand County Almanac, this is the book I most 
strongly recommend. (If you believe the humanist bunk that Malthus is wrong, you definitely 
need to read it!) Index, glossary, references, 298 pages, paperback. $12 
AGENTS OF REPRESSION The FBI's Secret War Against the Black Panther Party and the 
American Indian Movement By Ward Churchill and Jim Vander Wall. From its inception 
during the infamous Red Scare after WWI, has the primary purpose of the FBI been to inhibit 
and disrupt political dissent? This book strongly and convincingly argues so, focusing 
primarily on the murders, kidnappings, lies and manufactured evidence committed and 
produced by the FBI and its allies against AIM, but also with detailed evidence from the '20s, 
the McCarthy period, the war against the Black Panthers, and, most recently, campaigns 
against the sanctuary movement. What is happening to Earth First! today is not new. It's been 
going on for nearly 70 years. Read this book and get smart! 509 pages, index, extensively 
footnoted, heavily illustrated with photos, softcover. $ 17. 

THE HISTORY OFTHE SIERRA CLUB 1892-1970 by Michael P. Cohen. From one of the great 
historians of the conservation movement comes a monumental and surprisingly frank history 
of the leading environmental group in the world, the Sierra Club. Cohen traces the Club in 
its development from a hiking group to a national and ultimately international institution of 
vital importance. There is much to chew on herein. (Aside from Dave Brower’s autobiography, 
this is the best overview of Brower's firing in 1969 — which still reverberates through the 
movement). Hardcover, 550 pages, index, footnotes. $32.50. 

THE PATHLESS WAY Michael Cohen's tender yet critical, academic yet passionate, intellec- 
tual biography of John Muir. Unlike all other works on Muir, this exceptional book focuses on 
his ideas and their evolution, and ties Muir to Deep Ecology. With a Ph.D. in Literature, an 
impressive mountaineering record in the High Sierra, and stature as one of the leading 
exponents of Deep Ecology, Cohen is uniquely qualified to have written this most important 
book. Heavily footnoted. Paperback. $14.50 
HOW NATURE WORKS Regenerating Kinship with Planet Earth 

By Michael J. Cohen. This book bridges the gap between scientific and Spiritual outlooks. The 
author's 28 years of experience studying the natural world enables him to reveal how our 
separation from Nature underlies most of our social ills and prevents us from experiencing 
Planet Earth as a living organism. Dr. Cohen shows us that the Living Earth's intelligence is 
not science fiction but a fact of life, a fact that our modern-day upbringing and carefully 
structured social mores insulate us from knowing or feeling. He also illustrates how the 
workings of Nature, once recognized, give us excellent instructions for living more harmoni- 
ously. Paperback, 263 pages. $12.50. 

more books on page 36 


MAPS 

We are offering several fine US Geological Survey maps — all suitable for wall mounting, as well 
as being necessary reference tools for wilderness activists. Prices listed are postpaid. Maps are 
mailed folded (although they can be sent rolled for an extras 2 per order, except forthe Wilderness 
System map). 

NATIONAL WILDERNESS PRESERVATION SYSTEM This full color, large map (40" x 
25") shows all designated Wilderness Areas by agency In the US (including Alaska and 
Hawaii), plus a list of all the Wilderness Areas by state with their acreages. Scale is 
1:5,000,000. Information is current to January 1987. Rivets, state boundaries, and major 
cities are also shown. $3.25. 

US POTENTIAL NATURAL VEGETATION A beautiful multi-color map showing 106 
different vegetative types in the US. This is the Kuchler Ecosystem Map the Forest Service 
used in RARE II. The reverse side shows Alaska and Hawaii and offers a fairly detailed essay 
about the map and potential natural vegetation. A National Atlas Separate; scale is 
1:7,500,000 (28" x 19"). $3.25. 

MAJOR FOREST TYPES A multi-color map showing the 25 major forest types in the 
United States including Alaska and Hawaii. A National Atlas Separate. 1:7,500,000 (28" 
x 19"). $3.25. 

FEDERAL LANDS A National Atlas Separate, 1:7,500,000 (28" x 19"), showing National 
Forests, Grasslands, Parks, Monuments, Wildlife Refuges, BLM lands, military, Indian 
Reservations, Bureau of Reclamation, etc. in different colors for all 50 states. $3.25. 
ALASKA NATIONAL INTEREST LANDS A splendid color map of Alaska with shaded 
relief, rivers, lakes, elevation points, communities and roads. The National Parks, 
Preserves, Monuments, Wildlife Refuges, Wild & Scenic Rivers and Wilderness Areas 
designated by the December 2, 1980, Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act are 
shown, as are the Tongass and Chugach National Forests. 24" x 18". $3.25. 
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CHANGES IN THE LAND Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New England by William 
Cronon. Here is a gem of ecological history. Cronon carefully compares how New England 
Indians and early English colonists used the land and how the land changed as the English 
replaced the Indians. This is a fundamental book for Northeastern conservationists, and also 
important for anyone who wishes to understand the flawed genesis of the American relation- 
ship to the land. We need comparable books for every region of our nation. Softcover, 241 
pages, index, footnotes, bibliographic essay. $9. 

ECOLOGICAL IMPERIALISM The Biological Expansion of Europe, 900 - 1 900 by Alfred W. 
Crosby. Why has Europe been so successful during the last thousand years? Crosby, a 
prominent University of Texas history prof, synthesizes old and new information, to at last 
answer this key question of recent history. He argues that the Azores/Canaries, North America, 
Argentina, Australia and New Zealand have become "Neo-Europes" through a combination of 
European people, disease, domesticated plants and animals, pests and weeds. Indeed, he 
convincingly argues that it was not military or economic might (or ideology) so much as 
biology that Europeanized these lands. This book is a first step toward a history of the world 
environment and shows how the environment is a continual and active participant in human 
affairs. Fascinating! Index, references, maps, illustrations, paperback, 368 pages. $13 
SIMPLE IN MEANS, RICH IN ENDS Practicing Deep Ecology by Bill Devali. Devall's new 
book follows up on "Deep Ecology" (one of the most popular books we offer) with this broad- 
based study of how to cultivate a Deep Ecology life style. Reviewed in Mabon 88. Paperback, 
224 pages, bibliography, $13.50 

DEEP ECOLOGY Living As If Nature Mattered by Bill Devali and George Sessions. This 
groundbreaking book presents the philosophical fundamentals for the defense of Earth, 
discussing biocentrism, intrinsic value, and ecological resisting. Appendices by Dolores 
LaChapelle, Gary Snyder, John Seed, Carolyn Merchant, Robert Aitken, and Ame Naess. 263 
pages, paperback. $12.50 

THE ARROGANCE OF HUMANISM by David Ehrenfeld. Ehrenfeld is a Professor of Biology 
and one of the founders of the Society for Conservation Biology. In this powerful book, he 
explodes the myths of humanism (the dominant world-view) such as "all problems are soluble 
by people using either technology or social sciences; resources are either infinite or have 
infinite substitutes; human civilization will survive." He demonstrates the problems of 
rationality, argues convincingly for emotion, and then moves to analyze arguments for the 
preservation of natural diversity and concludes that only those based on intrinsic value, and 
not economics or human benefit, are valid and even politically practical. As with Catton's 
book, the Christians, marxists and capitalists will howl, but he's right on all counts. This is an 
absolutely fundamental book for Earth Firstlers. Index, references, 286 pages, paperback. 
$12.50 

*THE NATURAL ALIEN Humankind and Environment by Neil Evemden. This is one of the 
seminal books of deep ecology, and has been called "a brilliant, difficult, passionate assault on 
the dominance of economic — in fact of western — thinking." Reviewed in Mabon 85 and 
Eostar 88. 160 pages, index, paperback, $14 

•TROPICAL NATURAE Life and Death in the Rain Forests of Central and South America by 
Adrian Forsyth and Ken Miyata. This is a modem classic of natural history which brings the 
incredible diversity and beauty of the tropical rainforest alive on every page. Although it is not 
directly about preservation of the rainforest, it provides some of the best ammunition for 
preservation simply in its descriptions — all from a deep ecological perspective. If you are 
fighting for the rainforest, read this book so you will better understand the wild diversity for 
which you do battle. If you plan to visit the rainforest, read this first. 248 pages, index, 
bibliography, paperback. $9 

CLEARCUTTING: A Crime Against Nature by Edward C. Fritz. Bill Oliver frequently sings 
about the champion of Texas forests, that red-headed woodpecker himself, Ned Fritz. This 
crusading attorney has now gone national with a grassroots campaign against Forest Service 
clearcutting. The abuses of clearcutting are exposed in this important book. Hardcover, 16 
pages of color photographs, graphics, $ 16.50. 

STERILE FOREST The Case Against Clearcutting by Edward C. Fritz. Ned Fritz, "The Father 
of Texas Wilderness" and founder of the Texas Committee on Natural Resources, details his 
campaign in and out of the courts to halt the Forest Service's arrogant schemes to turn the 
diverse deciduous forests of east Texas into sterile pine plantations. A key book for understand- 
ing the insouciant and corrupt United States Forest Service of today. Reviewed in Litha 84. 
Paperback. 271 pages. B & W photos. Special discounted price of $9,50 
TAME WILDERNESS by Dennis Fritzinger. An excellent little volume of poetry inspired by the 
wilderness and penned by a long active Bay Area Earth Firstler. Paperback. $6 
CONSCIENCE OF A CONSERVATIONIST Selected Essays by Michael Frome. Perhaps the 
most distinguished environmental journalist of our age, Mike Frome has been a conservation 
mainstay since the close of World War II. This long-awaited collection features his important 
writings of the 1960s and '70s, including one about his firing by Field and Stream Magazine for 
being too much of a conservationist. Other chapters relate conservation to the Southern 
Appalachians, forestry, ethics, pacifism, education, social justice, freedom of expression, and 
Henry David Thoreau. 288 pages, $27. 

•PROMISED LAND Adventures and Encounters in Wild America by Michael Frome. An 
inspiring chronicle of forty years of meeting important conservationists in America's wildest 
places by the foremost environmental journalist in the United States. Mark Dubois, Sig Olsen, 
William O. Douglas, Martin Litton and others, in the Grand Canyon, Yellowstone, Boundary 
Waters, Smokies, Maine Woods, and elsewhere. Reviewed in Litha 86. Hardcover, 312 pages, 
originally priced at $ 18.95. Signed by Mike Frome. $ 12 as a special for EFlers. 

‘WHOSE WOODS THESE ARE The Story of the National Forests by Michael Frome. This 

'books ON TAPE N 

AN EVENING WITH JOHN MUIR 

This is a recording of Lee Stetson's one-man stage play, based on the life and 
works of John Muir. In it, we join Muir in his home on the evening of Dec. 

19, 1913, as he awaits a decision by President Woodrow Wilson. Wilson 
must sign or veto the bill authorizing a dam within Yosemite National Park, 
a decision to either provide new water to San Francisco or to preserve the 
exquisite Hetch Hetchy Valley. For Muir, this is the last battle in a 25-year- 
long struggle to preserve the National Park System he helped create. Cas- 
sette, 90 minutes. $11 postpaid. 

■ , 

JOHN MUIR'S STICKEEN 

performed by Lee Stetson. This is Muir's gripping story of getting trapped on a 
glacier during a howling storm in the company of the dog, Stickeen. This "little, 
black, short-legged bunchy-bodied, toy dog," as Muir described him, "enlarged 
my life, extended its boundaries." The tale was one of Muir's most popular, and 
has lost none of its power in this recorded performance. Cassette, 38 minutes. 
$10 postpaid. 

FREEDOM AND WILDERNESS 
Edward Abbey Reads From His Work 

Two cassettes (2hrs. 52 minutes) of Edward Abbey reading selections from his 
books. Includes Come On In (The Journey Home), Fire Lookout (Abbey's Road), 
The Dead Man At Grandview Point (Desert Solitaire), Down There In The Rocks 
(Abbey's Road), Cowboys (Desert Solitaire), Watching The Birds: The Wind- 
hover (Down The River), In Defense Of The Redneck (Abbey's Road), Merry 
Christmas Pigs (Abbey's Road), Freedom And Wilderness, Wilderness And 
Freedom (The Journey Home), Planting A Tree (Down The River). Hear it from s 
Cactus Ed hisself. $18.50 postpaid. 
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history of the National Forests and profile of representative Forests was originally published in 
1962. This is a reprint by Westview Press, signed for Earth First! by Frome. Includes a current 
preface. An important work for understanding the Forest Service of today. Through a special 
arrangement with the author, we are able to offer this book for substantially less than the cover 
price. 360 pages, index, paperback, $ 10 

WAR AT HOME Covert Action Against U.S. Activists and What We Can Do About It by 
Brian Click. During the 1960s and early '70s, the FBI operated a massive program of infiltration 
against dissident groups. This campaign, COINTELPRO, was designed to harass, disrupt, 
discredit and intimidate individuals and groups working for civil rights and justice and against 
the Vietnam War. Reading this book, one can only think of Stalin's purges or current events 
in China. Recently, the FBI has launched a similar campaign against Central American peace 
groups, Jesse Jackson’s organization in the South, the Sanctuary movement, and — now — 
Earth First!. Reading about the kinds of tactics FBI agents used to infiltrate groups 20 years ago 
will help us combat the current efforts to destroy Earth First!. 92 pages, paperback, footnotes, 
resources for help. $6. 

•FEAR AT WORK Job Blackmail, Labor and the Environment by Richard Kazis and Richard 
L. Grossman. Are jobs and environmental protection incompatible? Blowing apart the 
economic myths that have put labor and environmentalists at odds with telling anecdotes, 
careful history and social analysis, the authors make a powerful argument for greater 
cooperation between the labor and environmental movements. The authors were founders of 
Environmentalists for Full Employment. Grossman has also been Executive Director of 
Greenpeace and is a constant and constructive critic of cooption and compromise by the big 
national environmental organizations. See Edward Abbey's review in Beltane 88. Paperback, 
306 pages, index. Special discounted price of $9.50 

•SECRETS OFTHE OLD GROWTH FOREST By David Kelly with photographs by Gary Braasch. 
Unlike many beautiful "coffee table" books of outdoor photograhy, this one is as important for 
its text as for its photos. Kelly masterfully surveys the current state of knowledge about the 
endangered old growth forest of the Pacific Northwest and makes a winning case for its 
preservation. Gary Braasch's color photographs are not just hauntingly lovely, they capture 
the intricate relationships of the old growth community. Bibliography, 99 pages, oversized 
hardcover. $32. 

•THE BREAKDOWN OF NATIONS By Leopold Kohr. This thought-provoking book argues 
convincingly that gargantuan growth has brought on wars, depressed living standards, and 
blocked social progress. E.F. Schumacher, author of Small Is Beautiful, said Kohr taught him 
more than anyone else. Foreword by Kirkpatrick Sale. Index, bibliography, appendices, 
paperback, 250 pages. $6. 

SACRED LAND SACRED SEX: Rapture of the Deep by Dolores LaChapelle. I would argue that 
Dolores LaChapelle is the most creative and insightful deep ecologist writing today. Many of 
us long awaited her latest book, and it fulfills our expectations. Oversized, soft cover, $24.50. 
EARTH WISDOM by Dolores LaChapelle. We can free ourselves and the land by learning how 
nature intended us to live. This book provides both the necessary background and the practical 
steps to begin learning how to "reinhabit" your place on Earth. Fully illustrated. Large format 
paperback. Reviewed in Samhain 85. $15.50 

BEAR MAGIC A chapbook by the National Grizzly Growers featuring poems by Gary Lawless, 
Leslie Marmon Silko, James Roller, and Kate Barnes; art by Stephen Petroff; and interviews with 
Doug Peacock, Dave Foreman, and Lance Olsen. All proceeds to the Bear. $3.50. 

A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC And Sketches Here and There — Special Commemorative 
Edition by Aldo Leopold. A Sand County Almanac is the most important, the loveliest, the 
wisest book ever penned . And finally there is a hardcover version of it adequate for true Leopold 
fanatics. Elegantly designed, printed on high quality paper, and accompanied by Charles W. 
Schwartz's excellent charcoal sketches, this is a treasure. Hardcover, 228 pages, $17.50. 

A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC by Aldo Leopold. This environmental classic was selected by 
more reviewers in Sierra magazine's recent overview of significant environmental books than 
any other. In that article, I called it not only the most important conservation book ever 
written, but the most important book ever written. Paperback, 226 pages, $6. 

ALDO LEOPOLD His Life And Work By Curt Meine. If you have wanted to know more about 
the man who wrote A Sand County Almanac, Meine's book should satisfy your interest. 
Although highly readable, this is a thorough and analytic review of the most important 
conservation thinker of the 20th century. Meine makes abundantly clear, nonetheless, in his 
study of Leopold as a boy, student, young forester, Forest Supervisor, game manager, pioneer 
ecologist and university professor, that Leopold was always an activist on the cutting edge of 
conservation whether it be game protection, wilderness preservation or wildlife management. 
Hard cover, 638 pages, index, footnotes, bibliography, photographs. $32. 

'COMPANION TO A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC Interpretive & Critical Essays edited by J. 
Baird Callicott. Aldo Leopold perhaps thought harder than anyone else in 20th century 
America about wilderness and our relationship to it. His posthumously published book A Sand 
County Almanac ranks as the finest discussion of conservation ever written. In this collection 
of essays by leading historians and conservation thinkers, Professor Callicott has produced a 
sustained study of Leopold from perspectives of art, philosophy, history and social commen- 
tary. Although parts of the book are weak (the professional philosophers in it sorta wimp out) 
it is, nonetheless, an excellent book for better understanding Leopold. Paperback, 308 pages. 
$14.50 

INTERVIEWS WITH ICONOCLASTS Headed Upstream by Jack Loeffler. What do Edward 
Abbey, Gary DeWalt, John Fife, Dave Foreman, Garrett Hardin, Alvin Josephy, John Nichols, 
Doug Peacock, Godfrey Reggio, Gary Snyder, Anna Sofaer, Stewart Udall, Andrew Weil and 
Philip Whalen have in common? They're American iconoclasts unafraid to speak their minds 
and they're all interviewed in jack Loeffler's book. Softcover, 194 pages, photographs, $12.50. 
QUATERNARY EXTINCTIONS A Prehistoric Revolution Edited by Paul Martin and Richard 
G. Klein. Whodunit? 12,000 to 10, 000 years ago, dozens of genera of large mammals and birds 
became extinct. In this impressive anthology, 38 scientific papers analyze whether climatic 
change or overhunting by humans caused the demise of mammoth, mastodon, smilodon, cave 
bear, cave lion, giant beaver and others in North & South America, Australia, Oceania, Eurasia 
and Madagascar. This is a book of crucial importance in understanding the impact of our 
species on the rest of nature. Paperback, index, footnotes, references, 892 pages. $37.50. 
FOREST PRIMEVAL The Natural History of an Ancient Forest by Chris Maser. Maser is a well- 
known forest ecologist who did research for the Bureau of Land Management for many years. 
In this delightful yet sad book, really a biography of a thousand year-old Douglas-fir forest on 
the west slope of the Oregon Cascades, he weaves a comprehensive natural history of the 
ancient forest with lyrical writing, passion, scientific rigor and wisdom. After reading certain 
books, you want to meet the author. This is one. Every ancient forest activist should read it 
— as should every politician in the Northwest. Hardcover, index, references, appendices, 
photos, 282 pages, $26.50. 

WILDLIFE IN AMERICA By Peter Matthiessen. In this classic history of destruction of wildlife 
and habitat in the United States, Matthiessen established his reputation as one of America's 
leading writers and naturalists . Now updated and revised, it tells perhaps the saddest story ever 
written, how, faced with a virgin continent teeming with wildlife, we Americans laid waste 
with an unprecedented rapacity. Matthiessen looks at this tragic history region by region across 
our nation and concludes with a stirring essay on extinction. Appendices include a listing of 
species protected under the Endangered Species Act and a chronology of wildlife legislation. 
Heavily illustrated with color and black and white (including color plates by Audubon). Index, 
332 pages, hardcover. Originally $32, now only $18! 

THE END OF NATURE by Bill McKibben. McKibben's book has been as widely reviewed as any 
environmental book ever. Although many reviews have slammed it, this is not because 
McKibben can’t write — he is an artist with words. The reviewers are turned off by Bill's refusal 
to pander, his honesty in telling the truth even if it hurts, and his good words about Earth First!. 
Hardcover. $22. 

•THE HUMAN CONDITION An Ecological and Historical View by William H. McNeill. 
McNeill is one of the pioneers of ecological history, with a major influence on more recent 
members of that school. He is also one of the great historians of our time (his Rise of the West 
is unmatched as a comprehensive study of civilization). In this slim volume he interprets world 
history as a study of parasitism (diseases and pests are microparasites; imperial leaders and other 
thugs are macroparasites). He discusses three landmarks of human history where systematic 
changes in the balance between micro and macroparasitism occurred: the advance of our 
ancestors to the apex of the food chain, human penetration of the colder and drier regions of 
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Earth, and establishment of agriculture. Hardcover, 81 pages. $10. 

PLAGUES AND PEOPLES by William H. McNeill. This book, originally published in 1976, and 
by one of America's most distinguished historians, helped launch the current trend of 
ecological histories. His revolutionary thesis is that one of the major actors on the stage of 
history has been epidemic disease and, in fact, only disease can account for such events as the 
conquest of Mexico by Cortez. Moreover, McNeill undertakes a historical and ecological 
analysis of the role of macro and microparasites in human society. Paperback, 29 1 pages, index, 
footnotes, appendix. $8. 

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO ECOLOGY? by Stephanie Mills. Stephanie Mills became a 
shining star of the "ecology movement" in the heady Earth Day era twenty years ago after her 
famous valedictory speech at Mills College when she proclaimed she would not have children. 
This is a memoir of her journey through the movement — editorships of Not Man Apart and 
CoEvolution Quarterly, associations with luminaries like David Brower and Stewart Brand, and 
the beginnings of Bioregional and Earth First! activism. Entertaining and thought-provoking, 
her book is of value to all activists. Hardcover, 253 pages, $21. 

THE RIGHTS OF NATURE A History of Environmental Ethics By Roderick Nash. Professor 
William Cronon of Yale says that Nash's new book is "the most comprehensive and 
encyclopedic history anyone has yet written of the intellectual precursors of radical environ- 
mentalism." Indeed it is. The Rights of Nature is a family tree for those of us in Earth First! 
interested in our philosophical genesis. It is also a fine-grained whetstone for honing our 
arguments. The last chapter devotes considerable space to Earth First! and is, in my opinion, 
by far the best study of our group yetto appear in print. Hardcover, 290 pages, index, footnotes, 
bibliography. $29. 

WILDERNESS AND THE AMERICAN MIND Roderick Nash's peerless history of American 
attitudes toward the wilderness. Perhaps the most important book available for understanding 
the dynamic interplay between humans and nature in the New World. Now in an expanded, 
revised 3rd edition with greater emphasis on Deep Ecology. A must for every conservation 
bookshelf. Reviewed in Eostar 88. Paperback, index, 425 pages. $ 14. 

•ENDANGERED RIVERS And the Conservation Movement By Tim Palmer. Although dams 
and other river-destroying projects have played a major role in the history of the conservation 
movement, the National Wild & Scenic Rivers System is the least known and most neglected 
of our nation's preservation systems. While there are a number of excellent books about the 
history of river destruction and "water development" in the United States, none have focused 
on the effort to preserve free-flowing rivers — until Tim Palmer’s exhaustively researched and 
finely crafted history. This is a necessary addition to the field of conservation history and no 
wild river lover should be without it. Includes 40 full-color photographs by the author. 
Paperback, 316 pages, index, references, appendices. $15. 

A FOREST JOURNEY The Role of Wood in the Development of Civilization by John Perlin. 
Some of the best books on conservation tell the story of human civilization through the abuse 
of the land — Deserts on the March and Topsoil and Civilization, for example. Perlin's fine book 
belongs on the shelf with them. If you want to understand the destruction of the ancient forests 
of the Pacific Northwest and the tropical rainforests today, you will do well to read about the 
five thousand years of forest destruction outlined here. A particular emphasis is given to forest 
destruction in England and early America, although ancient Mesopotamia, Crete, Greece, 
Rome, North Africa and Europe are well attended to. Hardcover, Foreword by Lester Brown, 
footnotes, index, illustrations, 445 pages, $22. 

•DOLPHIN LEAPING IN THE MILKY WAY by Jeff Poniewaz. There are many poets in the 
Earth First! tribe and Jeff Poniewaz is one of the best. This is a collection of Jeff's finest 
ecopoems. See the review of “Dolphin" by Lone Wolf Circles in Mabon 87. Paperback, 145 
pages. $8 

CADILLAC DESERT The American West and Its Disappearing Water by Marc Reisner. 
Meticulously researched and remarkably readable, this is the epic story of America's water 
"development" and a fine history of the Bureau of Reclamation and the Army Corps of 
Engineers. It features engineering "triumphs" and dam failures, irrigated deserts and poisoned 
water tables, along with a cast of thousands, ranging from thugs like William Mulholland who 
brought Los Angeles water from the Owens Valley, to evil bureaucrats like Floyd Dominy who 
literally screwed nimseit out or his job as Commissioner ot Reclamation, to phony environ- 
mental politicians like Mo Udall, Cecil Andrus and Dick Lamm, to heroes like David Brower. 
An essential primer for anyone interested in Western water issues (reviewed in Litha 87). 
Paperback, 582 pages. $11 

NATIONAL PARKS The American Experience by Alfred Runte. This revised second edition 
is one of the landmarks of conservation history. Not only does Runte provide a comprehensive 
history of National Parks in America, he develops a penetrating analysis of the pitfalls of 
arguing for National Parks from standpoints of recreation, monumental scenery, and worthless 
lands. He also discusses the creation of new Parks in Alaska, how nontraditional Parks like 
National Seashores fit into the system, and biological issues like fire ecology. Footnotes, index, 
bibliographic note, photographs, 335 pages, $13.50. 

‘MOUNTAINS WITHOUT FIANDRAILS Reflections on the National Parks byjoseph L. Sax. 
A modern conservation classic by a law professor from the University of California. Roderick 
Nash says, "Sax has drilled to the core the most important question facing the national parks 
of today." This is one of the most far-reaching defenses of the preservationist position on 
National Parks. 152 pages, paperback, index, $9.50 

•DESERTS ON THE MARCH Fourth edition by Paul B. Sears. Prof. Sears was one of America's 
best known botanists. In this American conservation classic, he asks the question, "Is the 
human race digging its own grave in North America?" He discusses the destruction of virgin 
prairie, the despoiling of natural waterways, the hewing down of great forests, the indiscrimi- 
nate killing of wildlife. "Man has become the sponsor of a biological experiment without 
known parallel in the history of the earth . . . He no longer accepts . . . the pattern in which 
he finds himself, but has destroyed that pattern and from the wreck is attempting to create a 
new one. That, of course, is cataclysmic revolution." 264 pages, index, hardcover. $20. 
THINKING LIKE A MOUNTAINTowards a Council of All Beings byjohn Seed, Joanna Macy, 
Pat Fleming and Arne Naess. Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. This book of readings, meditations, 
poems, rituals and workshop notes prepared on three continents helps us remember that 
environmental defense is "Self" defense. Including magnificent illustrations of flora and fauna 
from the Tasmanian rainforest, this book provides a context for ritual identification with the 
natural environment and so invites us to begin a process of "community therapy" in defense 
of Earth. Facilitating a process for allowing us "to hear the sound of the earth crying" as our 
own cry, it is an important deep ecology educational tool for use in schools, community groups 
and elsewhere for personal reflection. 128 pages, references, paperback. $9.50 
SISTERS OF THE DREAM by Mary Sojourner. This first novel from Arizona Earth First! activist 
and Grand Canyon defender, Mary Sojourner, weaves a magical story of dreams, connections, 
sisterhood, monkeywrenching, anger and love. Don't miss this one! Hardcover, 363 pages, 
$ 22 . 

CONSERVATION BIOLOGY An Evolutionary-Ecological Perspective edited by Michael E. 
Soule and Bruce A. Wilcox. An anthology of important papers by leading researchers in four 
parts: Ecological Principles of Conservation, Consequences of Insularization, Captive Propa- 
gation and Conservation, and Exploitation and Preservation. Raymond Dasmann writes, "I 
believe Conservation Biology is one of the most important books on conservation that is now 
available. If I had my way it would be required reading for everyone actively concerned with 
conservation." If you want the best scientific ammunition for a preservationist point of view, 
here It is. 395 pages, index, bibliography, paperback. S26.50 \ 

CONSERVATION BIOLOGY The Science of Scarcity and Diversity edited by Michael E. 
Soule. This is a follow-up to the previous Conservation Biology (see above) and is just as 
Important, with 25 chapters by leading experts covering Fitness & Viability of Populations, 
Patterns of Diversity and Rarity: Their Implications for Conservation, The Effects of Fragmen- 
tation, Community Processes, Threats and Management of Sensitive Habitats and Systems, and 
Dealing With the Real World. A must for serious defenders of natural diversity. 584 pages, 
index, bibliography, paperback. $30.50 

THE OLD WAYS Gary Snyder's remarkable volume on reinhabitation. "The wisdom and skill 
of those who studied the universe first hand, by direct knowledge and experience, for 
millennia, both inside and outside themselves, is what we might call the Old Ways." Sue 
approaches to the old ways via poetry, myth, and sense of place. Paperback. 96 pages. $5.50 
WITH JUSTICE FOR NONE Destroying an American Myth By Gerry Spence. Gerry Spence 
is perhaps America's finest living trial lawyer, who achieved fame in the Silkwood and Miss 


Wyomingcases. With this book, Spence also establishes himself as oneof the most provocative 
and farsighted legal theorists of our time and as a great defender of the American ideals of liberty 
and justice. In Part Oneof this seminal book, Spence discusses what is wrong with the American 
justice system, as he dissects lawyers, law students, law schools, juries, judges, trials, work, 
insurance companies and corporations. In Part Two, he offers far-reachingand noble proposals 
for reform of the legal profession, law schools, and courts; and for roping in corporate crime. 
370 pages, hardback, index, references. $21- 

*THIS IS DINOSAUR Echo Park Country and Its Magic Rivers edited by Wallace Stegner. The 
modern environmental movement was born in the fight in the early 1 950s to stop a giant dam 
on the Yampa and Green Rivers in Dinosaur National Monument. This book, originally 
published by Alfred A. Knopf in 1955, was one of the most effective tools of that battle. It has 
been reprinted in a fine new edition by Boulder publisher Roberts Rinehart with a new 
Foreword by Wallace Stegner and an excellent selection of b & w photographs. Writers include 
Stegner, Olaus Murie, Joseph Penfold, and Otis "Dock" Marston. 93 pages, medium format, 
paperback. $10 

ZODIAC The Eco-Thriller by Neal Stephenson. Here's a fast-paced environmental thriller 
featuring a New Age Sam Spade and evil polluters in Boston harbor. Wet suits, Zodiac rafts, 
PCBs, the FBI, a sleazy presidential candidate, and GEE — the Group of Environmental 
Extremists, produce an east coast version of that novel about George and Bonnie and .... 
Paperback, 283 pages. $9. 

•THE WHISPER BEHIND THE WIND by Walkin' Jim Stoltz. A collection of poetry by a 
longtime EF! musician. These are words inspired by open skies, wild creatures, and cross- 
country hikes longer than most of us will ever attempt. Songs from the heart and the land. 
Paperback, 44 pages. $7.50 

•RESPECT FOR NATURE A Theory of Environmental Ethics By Paul W. Taylor. Can an 
argument for biocentrism and the intrinsic worth of all living beings be painstakingly and 
rationally developed within the context of western philosophy? Dr. Taylor, Professor of 
Philosophy at Brooklyn College, has done it. Although this work is not easy reading and his 
argument is somewhat abstract, this is an important book for those interested in arguing for 
biocentrism. I personally do not agree with Taylor's view, which is based on ethical 
relationships with individuals (I keep company with Aldo Leopold's holistic community 
approach), but I applaud Taylor for a fine contribution to the biocentric cause. Index, 
bibliography, footnotes, 329 pages. Paperback. $14. 

MODERNE MAN COMIX by Bruce van Alten. You've enjoyed Bruce van Alten's cartoon strips 
in the Earth First! Journal for years, now they are collected in a well designed and printed trade 
paperback edition. $ 1 1 .50. 

•WILDERNESS VISIONARIES by Jim dale Vickery. John Davis reviewed this fine book in the 
Brigid 87 issue, calling it "one of the more enjoyable explorations of the lives of great ecologists 
ever to appear in print." Vickery, canoe guide and writer from the Boundary Waters, explores 
man's hunger for wild country by examining the lives of six wilderness legends: Henry David 
Thoreau, John Muir, Robert Service, Robert Marshall, Calvin Rustrum and Sigurd Olson. 263 
pages, index, bibliography, paperback, illustrated. $11. 

ON THE BRINK OF EXTINCTION: Conserving the Diversity of Life By Edward C. Wolf. This 
inexpensive chapbook from Worldwatch Institute (Paper #78) is the best summary of 
biodiversity and conservation biology we have seen. Every EF!er should own a copy and read 
it. Better yet, get a copy into the hands of your local Sierra Club leaders or your local Forest 
Supervisor or member of Congress. Paperback, 54 pages, index. $4. 

RIVERS OF EMPIRE Water, Aridity & The Growth of The American West By Donald 
Worster. Although this excellent history by Worster (author of Dust Bowl and other ecological 
histories) covers the same events and personalities as Marc Reisner's Cadillac Desert, it goes 
beyond Cadillac in placing the history of water "development" in the arid West in the context 
of a theory of history — that of "hydraulic civilization." Worster clearly believes that hydraulic 
civilizations are societies built on sand. A comment near the end gives a good indication of how 
biocentric this book is: groups as diverse as the Papago Indians and the Chinese Taoists seem to have 
met that requirement [learning to think like a river], and there is much we can learn from them. 
Index, footnotes, paperback. $14.50. 

‘YELLOWSTONE AND THE FIRES OF CHANGE By George Wuerthner. The coverage of the 
1988 Yellowstone fires by the American news media was superficial, irresponsible and 
sensationalistic without peer. Enough bullshit! Fire ecologist and nature photographer George 
Wuerthner provides in this much-needed book a sensible ecological appraisal. With authori- 
tative text and 90 full-color photos, Wuerthner covers the fire fighting efforts and analyzes the 
impact of the fires on Yellowstone's wildlife and ecosystems. If your member of Congress is 
talking out of his/her ass about the Yellowstone "disaster," send 'em this book! Bibliography, 
maps, 64 pages, paperback, oversized. $10. 




All prices postpaid. See the March 1 990 issue for a complete listing of tape contents. 


Austin Lounge Lizards "Creatures From the 
Black Saloon" $9. 

Austin Lounge Lizards "Highway Cafe of 
the Damned" $9. 

Darryl Cherney "I Had To Be Bom This 
Century" $9. 

Darryl Cherney "They Sure Don't Make 
Hippies Like They Used To!" Sorry, we are 
out of "Hippies' for the moment, and Darryl's 
stock got blown up. We'll have more when we 
can get them. 

Lone Wolf Circles "Full Circle" $10. 

Lone Wolf Circles "Tierra Primera! - The 
Deep Ecology Medicine Shows." $10. 
DakotaSid Clifford . . For The Birds" $10. 
Dakota Sid Clifford "No Mercy" $10. 

Kelly Cranston "For the Kalmiopsis" $9. 
Mark Graham "Natural Selections" $9. 
Greg Keeler "Songs of Fishing, Sheep and 
Guns in Montana" $9. 

Greg Keeler "Talking Sweet Bye & Bye" $9. 
Greg Keeler "Bad Science Fiction" $9. 

Greg Keeler "Post-Modern Blues" $9. 

Katie Lee "Fenced!" $10. 

Katie Lee "Ten Thousand Goddam Cattle" 
$14. 

Katie Lee "Love's Little Sisters" $10. 


Katie Lee "Colorado River Songs" $ 10. 
Dana Lyons "Our State is a Dumpsite" $6. 
Dana Lyons "Animal" $11. 

Mokai "Clearcut Case Of The Blues" $9. 
Bill Oliver "Texas Oasis" $9. 

Bill Oliver & Friends "Better Things To Do" 
$9. 

Cecelia Ostrow "All Life Is Equal" $8.50. 
Cecelia Ostrow "Warriorof the Earth" $9. 
Rainforest Information Centre "Nightcap" 
$ 10 . 

Joanne Rand "Home" $10. 

Joanne Rand "Choosing Sides" $10. 

John Seed, Bahloo & Friends "Earth First!" 
$9. 

John Seed "Deep Ecology" $10. 

Jon Sirkis "A Few Less Colors" $9. 
JohnSirkis "The Wild West" $9. 

Susan Grace Stoltz "Circle of Friends" $10. 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz "Spirit Is Still On The 
Run" $11. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz "Forever Wild" $11. 
Walkin’ Jim Stoltz "Listen to the Earth" 
$ 11 . 

Glen Waldeck "Wreckin' Ball Waldeck" 

$ 10 . 

The Wallys "Rainforest Roadshow '89" 
$ 10 . 
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EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS 


WINDOW STICKERS 

EARTH FIRST! FIST Green EF! fist 
with the words "EARTH FIRST! No 
compromise in Defense of Mother 
Earth" in green on a 3 inch diameter 
white vinyl circle. 4 for $1 postpaid. 

NO COWS Cow and barbed wire in 
black with "universal no" red slash 
and circle. Words: Free Our Public 
Lands! Stop Destructive Welfare 
Ranching End Public Lands Livestock 
Grazing. 3 inch diameter white vinyl 
circle. 6 for $1 postpaid. 


LOVE YOUR MOTHER 

DON'T BECOME ONE. 

EARTH FIRST! POB 5871 Tucson. AZ 85703 



DON'T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK! 


EARTH FIRST! 


POB 5871 Tucson, AZ 85703 


NEW BUMPERSTICKERS t 


Picture Propaganda 

CRACKING OF 

GLEN CANYON DAMN MOVIE 

The excellent 10 minute, color-sound 16 mm movie of Earth First! era eking 
Glen Canyon Damn in 1981 starring Ed Abbey and Johnny Sagebrush. An 
inspiring and humorous introduction to the Earth First! movement. Rental 
fee of $30 for showing to groups (includes shipping fee); $5 (shipping only) 
for EF! groups. Note: rental only; not for sale. 

DAMN MOVIE VIDEO 

We now have the cracking of Glen Canyon Damn for sale on video. 

$20 postpaid. 

OVERGRAZING SLIDE SHOW 

"The Eating of the West" graphically displays the devastation of Western 
public lands at the hands (and hooves) of the livestock industry. The show 
consists of over 100 high-quality slides from National Forests, National 
Wildlife Refuges, and BLM lands which portray the shocking magnitude of 
the problems caused by grazing. The slide show comes with a written script 
and is rented at cost, $ 10. Free copies of a 48-page tabloid on grazing are also 
available. Please include with your order the name and phone number of 
a contact person, and the date you need the show along with alternate dates. 
Orders must include street address for UPS delivery. "The Eating of the 
West" was funded by donations to Lynn Jacobs and the Earth First! Foun- 
dation. 


SILENT AGITATORS 

Fun to stick anywhere — bar bath- 
rooms, Freddie offices, trail registers . . . 
wherever the evil ones need to know 
that we are about and watching. 

EARTH FIRST! FISTS 

Green EF! fist logo with words 
"EARTH FIRST! No compromise in 
defense of Mother Earth" in red ink. 

1 5/8 inch diameter circles. 30 for 
$1.25 postpaid. 

ANTI-GRAZING 

A grazing cow and barbed wire with 
the universal "no" slash, and the 
words "Free Our Public Lands!" and 
"Stop Destructive Welfare Ranching 
End Public Lands Livestock Grazing." 

1 5/8 inch diameter circles. 30 for 
$1.25 postpaid. 

COORS 

Spread the word on these villains. 

Black words on green stickers. 2x3 
inch rectangles. 10 for $1.25 post- 
paid. 

Coors is Anti-Earth 
Coors is Anti-Women 
Coors is Anti-Labor 
AND IT TASTES AWFUL! 

BOYCOTT COORS 

"TOOLS" 

The late John Zaelit's Monkeywrench 
and Warclub design is back by 
popular demand. Brown design with 
"Earth First!" in green on 1 5/8 inch 
diameter white circles. 30 for $1.25 
postpaid. 


EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

Make checks out to "Earth First!" or send cash. Mail to Earth First!, POB 7, Canton, NY 13617. Please allow five 
weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received in that time). If possible, please use a street address so we can 
ship by UPS. First Class delivery can be arranged. Enter size, color, style, etc. We are sometimes temporarily out of 
certain items while waiting for stock to arrive. We'll send you the rest of your order immediately and the missing item 
as soon as we receive it. If you are in a hurry, give us a second choice of colors and when you need it by. Orders from 
outside of the United States must be in U.S. currency and include extra for shipping. Please use a separate subscription 
form when sending in a subscription. 


how 

many 

Trinket Description 

Color 

Size 

Amount 




















































Name 

Street 


City, State 


Zip 


Sub-total 

Add 7% sales tax 
if NY delivery. 

OKAY, HERE'S 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

Unless otherwise indicated, our 
bumperstickers are green lettering on 
long lasting white vinyl and are $ 1 
postpaid. "Starred bumperstickers are 
multi-colored with designs and are 
$1.25 postpaid. 


AMERICAN WILDERNESS * 

LOVE rr OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
(with red, white & blue US flag) 

ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 

BACK TO THE PLEISTOCENE 
(With ", Ned Ludd 0 logo) 

BOYCOTT COORS "BEER" 

DAMN THE CORPS NOT RIVERS 

DARWIN 

(letters in evolving fish with legs) 

DESERT RAPER 

(bright red lettering — a sticker with many uses) 

DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL! 

( black and red lettering, 12 for $5) 

DONT LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 

DREAM BACK THE BISON 
SING BACK THE SWAN 

EARTH FIRST! 

ESCHEW SURPLUSAGE 

HAYDUKE LIVES 

HUNT COWS - NOT BEARS 

HUNTERS: 

Did a cow get your elk? 

I'D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
(with Monkeywrench/War Club logo) 

IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL AS MINE, 
YOU'D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO! 
(Important note: This bumpers ticker is — hopefully! — not for 
your own vehicle, but to surreptitiously paste on a jacked-up 
muscle wagon you find in the local shopping center parking 
lot. Don't get caught! These stickers are constructed out of 
cheap paper with permanent adhesive to maximize the 
difficulty of removing them. Special price: 12 for $5!) 

LOVE YOUR MOTHER - DONT BECOME ONE* 
(blue words with blue, green & white globe) 

MALTHUS WAS RIGHT 

MUIR POWER TO YOU* 

( white and black on brown with face of Muir) 

NATIVE* 

(blue words with blue, green 6c white globe) 

NATURE BATS LAST 

NEANDERTHAL AND PROUD 
(With ", Ned Ludd 0 logo) 

OIL AND BEARS DONT MIX 
( with bear logo) 

PAY YOUR RENT 
WORK FOR THE EARTH 

PROTECT OUR ENVIRONMENT 
STOP PUBLIC LANDS LIVESTOCK GRAZING 

REDNECKS FOR WILDERNESS 

RESCUE THE RAINFOREST 

RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 

SAVE THE YELLOWSTONE GRIZZLY 
(red & brown with bear & no ski area design) 

SAVE THE WILD 

STOP THE FOREST SERVICE 
SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 

STOP CLEARCUTTING 

(Regular stickers for regular price. Also available on cheap, 
hard-to-remove paper, 12 for SS) 

SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 

THINK GLOBALLY — ACT LOCALLY 

VOTE GREEN 

WOLVES! - NOT COWS 


Almost FREE 
BUMPERSTICKERS! 

This bumpersticker is printed on 
cheap paper (very difficult to remove) 
and looks great on certain signs 
throughout the West. We have a 
large quantity available, and will 
happily send you some if you'll cover 
the postage. Send a 25 cent SASE for 
two stickers, 45 cent SASE for six, or 
write to inquire about larger volumes. 

PUBLIC LANDS GRAZING = 
WELFARE RANCHING 
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6 SNAKE OIL 



LOVE IT OR 
IT AlX** 5, 


T-SHIRTS 

Unless otherwise noted , all shirts are 100% cotton and are available in 
sizes S, M, L, and XL. Shirts with an asterisk (*) will not be reordered 
when we run out. We're making room for new designs. 

DON'T TREAD ON ME 

Monkeywrenching rattler on front with the words "Earth First!" and "Don t Tread 
On Me". Brush Wolf’s amazing full color snake seems ready to lunge off the shirt. 
In watermelon (pinkish). Also tan in small only. $13 postpaid. 

‘MOTHER GRIZZLY AND CUB 

A pretty EF! shirt! A lovely full-color mother grizzly and cub against the rising sun 
on a light blue shirt. "American Wilderness - Love It Or Leave It Alone" slogan. Art 
by Susan Van Rooy. $ 1 3 postpaid. (Sorry but we have no XL, and won ’t begetting more.) 

AMERICAN CANYON FROG 

Roger Candee's popular American Canyon Frog (Croakus abyssus pistoffus) with the 
message "AMERICAN WILDERNESS LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE. " A very colorful 
4-color design on a grey shirt. $12 postpaid. 

‘THE CRACKING OF GLEN CANYON DAMN 
Jim Stiles' infamous masterpiece. Keep on praying for that one little precision 
earthquake! Black design on blue heather 75/25 cotton/poly blend. $10 postpaid. 

DEFEND THE WILDERNESS 

The monkeywrencher's shirt. Art by Bill Turk. Silver design on black 100% cotton 
Beefy-T for night work. $10 postpaid. 

EARTH FIRST! 

Fist logo with words "EARTH FIRST! No Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth!" 
in black on green or red 100% cotton Beefy-T . $10 postpaid. 

In kid's sizes, too! Only color is green, 50/50 blend, sizes S , M, and L. 

$7 postpaid for kid’s shirts. Be sure to specify kid's when you order. 


EARTH FIRST! 
SWEATSHIRTS 

Years of requests finally convinced us to print an EF! sweatshirt, and it 
turned out to be a beauty. It features the fist and slogan in emerald green 

on a gray 50/50 Hanes sweatshirt. $20 postpaid. 

■ 

French Cut Clearance 

Sale! 

We are closing out our stock of womens' french cut t-shirts. All french cuts ' 
will go for just $5 postpaid, as long as supplies last. Shirts are all 50/50 blends, 
with colors and patterns as described in t-shirt listing. We have Small in all 
designs, Medium in the Griz design only, and no Larges. Note that these shirts 
run very small (they do nicely as kids' shirts: S=L kids, M=XL kids) . Please give 
an alternate selection with your order, just in case. 

MOTHER GRIZZLY AND CUB 
DEFEND THE WILDERNESS 
EARTH FIRST! 


TOOLS 

John Zaelit's powerful impression of wilderness defense both old and new — the 
monkeywrench and stone club crossed. Blue design on silver shirt in sizes M, L, and 
XL. Also, while they last, black design on tan or blue shirt (only in S & M sizes). $10 
postpaid. 

NED LUDD BOOKS 

The Ned Ludd Books logo of the Neanderthal with a Monkeywrench (by Brush Wolf) 
and the words "Back to the Pleistocene" and "Ned Ludd Books." Black ink on a tan 
shirt. $10 postpaid. 

FREE THE EARTH 

A woman of power in an image by Gila Trout. Purple and silver ink on teal (dark 
blue) or wild orchid (purple). Also in small size fuschia (hot pink), while they 
last. $12 postpaid. 


LONG-SLEEVED T-SHIRTS 

For cool-weather wear, we offer two of our t-shirt designs on long-sleeved 
100% cotton shirts, with colors and patterns described in t-shirt listing. 
‘MOTHER GRIZZLY AND CUB $16 postpaid. 

DEFEND THE WILDERNESS $13 postpaid. 


CAMO CAPS 

We have camouflage baseball caps in 
100% cotton with adjustable tabs so 
one size fits all. The EF! fist logo and the 
words "EARTH FIRST!" are printed in 
black. $8 postpaid. 

NON-CAMO CAPS 

For you non-militaristic types out there, 
we have a non-camouflage cap — the 
fist and "Earth First!" in black ink on a 
tan cotton cap with a cloth back. One 
size fits all. $8 postpaid 


EMBROIDERED 
PATCHES 

EARTH FIRST! 

This embroidered patch features the 
green fist and the words “EARTH 
FIRST!" and "No Compromise." Green 
and black on a white 3" diameter round 
patch. $3.50 postpaid. 

HAYDUKE LIVES 

These are black 3 inch diameter round 
embroidered patches with a red mon- 
keywrench and the words HAYDUKE 
LIVES in red. $3.50 postpaid. 

Page 39 Earth First! June 21, 1990 


SUBSCRIBE TO EARTH FIRST! 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal — is an independent entity within the broad Earth First! movement 
and serves as a forum for no-compromise environmental thought and action. Subscriptions go to publish this 
newspaper and to fund a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 

Keep us informed of ADDRESS CHANGES! The Post Office will charge us 30c for an address correction and won't 
forward your paper. 

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS — Introduce others to Earth First! and receive the EF! bumpersticker of your choice or 30 silent 
agitators for each gift subscription you make. Indicate your address and what you would like on the subscription form. 

LIFE SUBSCRIPTIONS — Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help Earth First! and insure that 
you'll get Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours, whichever is shorter)? Then become a life 
subscriber. Send us $400 and you've got it. 

Clip and send to: Earth First!, POB 7, Canton, NY 13617 

Here's $20 or more for a one year subscription to Earth First! 

Here's $20 to resubscribe to Earth First! 

Here's an extra $15. Send Earth First! First Class. 

Here's $30 (US funds only). Send Earth First! to me First Class in Canada or Mexico or surface mail outside the USA. 

Here's $45 (US funds only). Send me Earth First! Air Mail outside the USA. 

We are a government agency or exploitative corporation. Here's $75 for a subscription ($100 for First Class mail). 

Here's $400 or more for a life subscription to Earth First!. 

Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here's $20 or more. 

I'm broke. Please send me a subscription for $ . 

Please change my address. My old zip code was: 

Name 
Street 
City _ 

The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an alias. Make sure the mailperson knows 
that James What (or whoever) is getting mail at your address. 







EF! 

POB 7 

Canton, NY 13617 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 



NOTE: A Red Check Mark 
on your Address Label 
Means your Subscription 
is Expiring. Please Renew! 


Studio 



Bulk Rate 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 

Tucson, Arizona 
PERMIT NO. 488 




Environment & Society Portal 


Suggested citation: Davis, John, et al., eds., Earth First! Journal 10, no. 7 (1 August 1990). 

Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia Library. 
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6943 


All rights reserved. The user may download, preserve and print this material only for private, 
research or nonprofit educational purposes. The user may not alter, transform, or build upon 
this material. 


The Rachel Carson Center's Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly 
accessible for purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials 
do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners. 



EARTH 




August 1, 1990 


r 


Vol. X, No. VII 


IN DEFENSE OF WILDERNESS & BIODIVERSITY 


THREE DOLLARS 



Earth Firstlers improve a Plum Creek Timber Company sign in Bozeman, MT, as part of this year's 
post-RRR action. For more about the Round River Rendezvous and the action, see pages 19-21. 


| REDWOOD SUMMER 

44 Arrested at L-P Mill 


In the first major action of Redwood 
Summer, California Earth First! forced a 
partial shutdown of Louisiana-Pacific's lum- 
ber mill in the coastal town of Samoa, CA, on 
June 20. Their action kicked off the cam- 
paign to save the world's last unprotected 
stands of old growth redwood. 44 activists 
were arrested at the demonstration, which 
was attended by over 750 activists and 200 
members of the press, in what the Santa Rosa 
Press Democrat called "a perfect protest." 

While lumber company PR types and 
the Corporate press were whipping up a 
frenzy of anticipation over the likelihood of 
violence, Redwood Summer organizers held 
meetings with timber companies, mill work- 
ers and law envorcement agencies, defusing 
tension and educating them about nonvi- 
olence. The result was a peaceful and power- 
ful demonstration that brought together a 
wide spectrum of people ranging from log- 
gers and mill workers'to Veterans for Peace, 
students and activists from all over the coun- 
try. Speakers included columnist Alexander 
Cockbum, Oakland bombing victim Darryl 
Chemey, Earth Day organizer Denis Hayes, 
and Rainforest Action Network director 
Randy Hayes. A solar-powered sound system 
filled the air with raggae music by Clan 
Dyken, accompanied by Chemey. 

After the speeches, rally participants 
walked into the four-lane access road that 
also serviced L-P's giant pulp mill/lumber 
dock and the Simpson timber and pulp mills. 
Police in riot geat were on hand from every 
law enforcement agency with jurisdiction in 
Humboldt County. 

The police, who initially anticipated a 
massive rush through the main gate, were 
the first to block the entrance to the mill. 
Soon hundreds of activists were in the road, 
some sitting and some dancing to the 


More on Redwood Summer, 
page 7 

rhythms of a highly energetic drum en- 
semble. Vehicles were slowly let through the 
blockade until a log truck arrived. A large 
affinity group linked arms in a circle directly 
in front, blocking its passage. People hung 
banners and danced on top of the truck. As 
the drums beat on, prolice eventually broke 
up the blockade and anested 44 people., All 
were charged with obstructing a public 
place, unlawful assembly, and refusing to 
disperse. Log trucks were backed up for eight 
miles as nearly a thousand proople danced 
and swayed on the highway to the music on 
a warm sunny day. 

The Samoa action proved that EF! could 
mobilize the suprort needed to make Red- 
wood Summer a reality, and could organize a 
proaceful non-violent protest in a cummu- 
nity currently under the grip of a timber 
industry terror campaign. Media coverage 
was international and included articles in 
Newsweek, Time and the New York Times. 

Of the women and men who ensured 
the success of the Samoa action by placing 
their bodies on the line, 17 remained in jail 
until the following Friday. 26 pleaded no 
contest, and received a 180-day suspronded 
sentence, one year of probation, and fines 
ranging from $325 to $550. This means that 
if they are arrested again within the next 
year, they must sprond six months in jail. 

The remaining 18 defendents pled not 
guilty. They will have the opprortunity to 
state their case and motives in front of a jury, 
and to protest the harsh sentence of the 
others. They will probably use the "necessity 
defense,” and state that they had an ethical 
respronsibility to act. 


■ i 

Showdown on 
the Shawnee 


by Orin Langelle and John Wallace 

Earth Firstlers have set up an encamp- 
ment and 24 hour vigil protesting the pro- 
prosed Fairview timber sale in the Shawnee 
National Forest of southern Illinois. The 
occupation began on June 20, in solidarity 
with the first major action of the Redwood 
Summer in northern California. 

Environmentalists are waging a two- 
pronged resistance campaign: EFIers are 
blockading the logging road with tents, have 
reclaimed the road for a hiking trail, and 
have set up three platforms for tree-sitters. 
The other tactic is legal. On April 16 the 
Regional Association of Concerned Environ- 
mentalists (RACE) filed federal suits in Ben- 
ton, IL, stating that the timber sale is in 
violation of federal law and requesting a 
preliminary injunction until the case is de- 
cided. RACE filed the suits after its lengthy 
appeals were rejected by the Forest Service. 

Absurdly, a SLAPP (strategic lawsuit 
against public participation) was requested 
by the US Office of General Council (OGQ in 
East St. Louis, IL, to improse sanctions against 
RACE for "500 hours of administrative and 
legal work" following their actions in de- 
fending the Shawnee. The OGC is the legal 
representative for the United States Forest 
Service (FS). These sanctions could result in 
financial penalties upwards of $22,500. OGC 
asked the court to dismiss the RACE suit on 
the grounds that it is "frivolous" and is 
meant to "harass" the FS. If the government 
succeeds, RACE members would be barred 
from ever filing suit against the Freddies 
again. 

"They're trying to intimidate us and it 
won’t work," said Joe Glisson from RACE'S 
west field office at the Pomona General Store 
and EF! hang-out. 

RACE was started over two years ago 
when the FS was planning to allow a clearcut 
in Cave Valley, the only remaining habitat in 
Illinois of Swainson's Warbler, a state endan- 
gered species. Zoologist Bill Cronin dis- 
agreed with the FS’s FONSI (Finding Of No 
Significant Improct) in the Cave Valley sale 
area. The FS said there were no known 
threatened or endangered species in the sale 
area. Cronin said researchers had found 13 
threatened and endangered sprocies there. 

RACE stopprod that sale, despite having 
no help from the Sierra Club, which agreed 
to that clearcut and the further fragmenta- 
tion of the Shawnee, including Fairview. 
"That's why RACE became good friends of 
the EF! organizers," Glisson said, "because 
grassroots environmentalists down here re- 
alized there wasn't any organized resistance 
exceprt for what we were doing. So fortu- 
nately these folks (EF!) came down and we've 
been fighting those sales for the last two 
years. So far not one of these sales has been 
clearcut. We’ve stopped every one of them 
(though two sale areas have been destroyed 
by the FS's approval of group selection, 
which is also slated for Fairview). 

Since the FS's Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) is insufficient, Glisson adds, 
"They're doing it illegally and that's why 
we're in court ... In case we fail in the lawsuit, 
then we're going to have to come down here 
(Fairview) and get arrested to get national 
attention to this ... " 

Local supprort for the EF! occupation 
and vigil has been overwhelming. The EF! 
camp is deluged every day by locals coming 
to talk with the Shawnee defenders and gra- 
ciously donating food (much of it from or- 
ganic gardens), ice, and, of course, beer. A 
couple whose land borders the Shawnee are 
letting EFIers frolic in their prond. Two octo- 
genarians pledged supprort and home baked 
bread. Weekends have been festive with 
local fiddlers and pickers along with EF! 
musicians playing traditional EF! folk songs 
and old Wobblie tunes. 


This tremendous response is due in part 
to the image created by EF! as defenders of 
the wilderness, which the locals resproct as 
they want to see the Shawnee kept intact. 
Southern Illinois folk in the surrounding 
hills have always had an indeprondent atti- 
tude against federal intervention (at one 
time a lot of moonshine came from here). 
Stories around the campfire show the locals’ 
disrespect for the Forest "Service" and their 
selling of our national heritage to the timber 
industry. Horror stories abound about log- 
ging trucks driving at high sproeds, running 
school buses off the country roads. It is 
rumored that locals took their ire out against 
two logging skidders which went up in 
flames. Supprosedly the skidders belonged to 
East Perry Lumber Company of Frohna, 
Missouri, reprortedly owned by a German 
consortium which rapros Illinois land to 
provide lumber for Germany. 

RACE recently added East Perry as a co- 
defendant in their lawsuit. On July 2 in 
Frohna, Earth Firstlers served the papers 
against East Perry, much to the chagrin of the 
company's top dogs. 

The EFIers taking this stand in the 
Shawnee, our second smallest National For- 
est, have vowed to stay indefinitely and stop 
the Fairview timber sale. Incidentally, the 
2.2 mile "road" they are blocking, which 
crosses a creek eight times in about 500 
paces, cost taxpayers almost $50,000 and 
eroded as soon as it was built. 

The EFIers are not against the loggers. In 
fact, loggers are invited to come to base 
camp. EFIers will gladly show them areas 
that need to be replanted, and also point out 
that there are 4.5 million acres of land in 
Illinois that could be sustainably harvested 
(the Shawnee comprises only 7% of that) in 
a caring way to provide them with future job 
security. 

We need p>eople to stand with us and 
show the authorities that we care about this 
planet. This continuing occupation for wil- 
derness is being brought to light by Big River 
EF!, Shawnee EF!, Southern Illinois EF!, EFIers 
everywhere and is supprorted by the St. Louis 
area Industrial Workers of the World. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Ifyou'renotat 
Redwood Su mm er or up a tree for Gaia, 
please join us in our defense of the 
Shawnee. Bring camping gear. Above all, 
bring a good attitude and the spirit of non- 
violence and green fire. For upxiates con- 
tact BREF!, POB 189, Pacific, MO 63069 or 
call Steve 314-776-3390, Ren6 618-684- 
4332, Orin 314-257-2437 or the Pomona 
General Store 618-893-2997. 


Orin Langelle and John Wallace are Big 
River EF! organizers. Dee Dokken of KOPN, 
community radio of Columbia, MO, helped them 
with the research. 
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The RRR EF! Journal Meeting-A Watershed 


By Dennis Fritzinger 

The single most important meeting at 
the Rendezvous was undoubtedly the EF! 
Journal meeting. We trudged up through the 
wild lupine, sage, and wild rose infested 
meadow, tearing our eyes away from the 
spectacular scenery of the nearby Madison 
Range, and gathered on the edge of the Wild 
Rockies campsite. All 4 Journal staffers were 
there, plus about 40 other EFIers, and 2 
members of the media. Before we got started 
there was some discussion about having 
media present, the upshot of which was they 
were asked to leave, which they did with our 
thanks. 

Background 

Then we got down to brass tacks. Soft- 
spoken Dana Lyons was asked to read a letter 
Mike Roselle had written to the Journal criti- 
cizing its editorial policies and content. 
Dana excerpted it instead since it was three 
pages long. Briefly, here are Mike’s thoughts: 
1) The single purpose of the Journal is to 
build the EF! movement; 2) the staff is in a 
phase of denial if it thinks the Journal 
doesn't represent the movement; and 3) the 
Journal has been hijacked by a small group. 
As a result of the Journal's decision not to 
print Mike's critical letter, he apparently 
wrote an even stronger letter where he got 
into name calling, mud slinging, and threats. 
Needless to say, this situation produced a 
state of alarm among the staff and some of 
the Earth Firstlers who heard about it. The 
fact that all four staff members showed up at 
the Rendezvous (which is our national or- 
ganizing meeting, after all) indicated that 
they were willing to be peppered with some 
really tough questions, and also that they 
were willing to respond to what people had 
to say. 

The Circle Meeting 

The facilitator for the meeting summa- 
rized the concerns of the Circle as 1) the role 
of the Journal; and 2) its ownership. Then 
discussion began. 

"I've been unwilling to accept that the 
Journal is only one voice. No amount of 
disclaimers will convince outsiders that it 
is." 

"Instead of the staff circling the wagons 
or coming up with formulas, the question is 
really how we can be the cutting edge of the 
movement." 


editor's note 

The Journal seems to be entering a time 
of transition, as will be apparent from read- 
ing Dennis Fritzinger's article on the RRR 
Journal meeting. It may be that Earth First! 
Journal will evolve into two journals, or per- 
haps into one journal plus some unem- 
ployed erstwhile staff members celebrating 
their newfound freedom ... time will tell. 

To accommodate the wishes of EF! di- 
rect activists, we'll make some changes in 
future issues. The letters section will be 
longer, "Ramblings" will be eliminated, and 
action articles will be more prominent. 

Z and Dale have returned from their 
travels, so the Tucson office is again open. 
Please expect delays with any orders sent in 
earlier this summer. — JD 


"We need to ensure that we have a good, 
broad democratic representation of the 
movement. A wide diversity of opinion 
including even the controversial, though I 
don't think the controversial should domi- 
nate.” 

At this point some concrete suggestions 
were made, including rotating the editor- 
ship; a virtual open policy on letters — say, 
under 200 words; and broadening the board 
of directors for the Journal on a bioregional 
basis. 

That the board consists of exactly the 
same four members who happen to be the 
Journal staff, struck many as a conflict of 
interest. Whatever it is or isn't, it don't look 
good — that’s why changing the makeup of 
the board became an early topic in the Circle, 
although the idea was later dropped. /The 
desire to see more, less-edited action articles 
was also mentioned by several, and was a 
theme we would keep coming back to. Dave 
Parks introduced the idea of "counter ar- 
ticles." 

f Roger Featherstone defended the staff, 
saying the Journal had spent $5000 on the 
special Redwood Summer mailing, and 
hadn't even gotten a thank you. Rod Mondt 
added that the Journal wasn't "making 
.money hand over fist." 

^ The group returned to suggestions of 
what the Journal should have: more infor- 
mation on tactics, strategy, etc.; more eco- 
logical information; and the long-winded 
aca demic articles have t o be ch op ped dow n. 
The idea of starting a new paper was brought 
up, and engendered this response from 
Karen Pickett: "I don't think that's a really 
good solution, because it gets back to the 
ownership question . Frankly I think we have 
our work cut out for us fighting Industrial 
Civilization rather than trying to start over." 

"Maybe we have to get back to some of 
that excitement we had five to six years ago. 
Let's look at the '84-’85 issues and try to 
format after that." 

"There's got to be a methodology for 
deciding what goes along with our slogan No 
Co mpromise in Defense of Mother Earth." 

(""■John DaM^was asked whether he cut? 
action anidesmore than he cuts conserva- 
tion biology articles. (Yes.) Someone replied 
they could find conservation biology articles 
elsewhere, but they could find action articles,/ 
only in the Journal. 

(To the staff) "If you can't get action 
articles, you need to EXTRACT them from 
the people doing the actions." Reprinting 
articles from grassroots newsletters like Wild 
Rockies, if they aren't sent in, was another 
suggestion. 

s Once again an Open Letters policy was\ 
Suggested. Someone wanted a Journal that’s' 
("juicy and fun," and Barry Martin said the 
not-printing of Mike Roselle's critical letter/ 
"set red lights off' for him. ' 

At this point the facilitator summai 
rized: "It sounds like the most popular pro-\ 
posal is to separate the board from the staff’ 
and have the board represent bioregions and j 
philosophical or political concerns." 

"Solicit a rebuttal to a controversial 
article beforehand and print them side by 
side." 

(Lone Wolf Circles) "I want to refer back 
to two position statements in the Journal: 1) 


K. RAT 


fuses' 


they aren't going to be printing all action 
articles, and 2) they're going to avoid inter- 
necine squabbles." 

(Mike Howell) “I wonder how much of 
this isn't just because there's a personality 
conflict." 

"To me controversy and philosophy are 
what’s important [in the Journal]." ^ 
<J| "The anarchist contingent isn't being 
[I heard, and I think that point of view should 
1 be heard." 

Some seemed to think debates in the/; 
Journal could go on too long, for instance/ 1 
the Howie Wolke-Randall O'Toole exchange; 
that went through three issues. 

Then we started talking about expand- 
ing the board, the makeup of the board, and 
how it would interact with the staff. When 
someone asked about the legal ramifications 
of modifying the board, it got this response: 

I yer from Alabama. I want to tell you that B 
of D's are such shit. You may be opening up 
a can of worms if you move in that direction. I 
I want to know about wilderness and bio- 
diversity. . . I've learned more from Jasper j 
Carlton's articles than anything else in the | 
/journal. If Mike and Dave have a pr oblem^A 
( /I'll send them each a bottle of RebelYell and y 
Met them go off in thiedes ert and work it out." | 
““ KarerTWStid'explained the way CFAGy 
(Cathedral Action Forest Group) is organ- j 
ized. They have a facilitator (instead of a; 
president), a "permanent workers circle" '; 
instead of a B of D, and they operate by 
consensus. She said they managed to make 
it work, both literally and legally. “ 

(Dave Parks) "If we start talking about l 
modifying a B of D, that'll take some time. I ! 
think we ought to set up an advisory com- j 
mittee that has no legal standing. Call itf 
supervisory but don’t give it any legal stand -j; 
big.” 

"It seems like we've come up with a 
solution.— open up letters, open up the ac- 
tion pages." __ 

Some felt that the Journal meeting at . 
each year's Rendezvous adequately dealt < 
with criticism of the Journal. "We trust the 
Journal staff during the year, so what's the J 
beef." ( 

(Lone Wolf Circles) "Because they're \ 
not accountable right now." t 

"Will the Journal staff respond? I think 
we need to know where the holes are right 
now." 

(Kris Sommerville of the Journal staff) 
"We’re here today because we want to find 
out what everybody wants, so I don't think 
it's fair talking about accountability." 

"They’re doing what I think is activist 
work and I think they deserve that recogni- 
tion." 

(Dana Lyons) "I propose that we have 
nine volunteers from this Circle to work with 
the staff for two issues and they all ha ve to be 
agreed on by consensus." 

At this point a storm blew up, and 
everyone decided to adjourn and come back 
in 20 minutes. 

(Dan Conner) "I'm the second lawyer 
here. I propose we keep the status quo [the 
Journal staff and structure as it is]." (Proposal 
not accepted.) 

"Let's have seven people here willing to 
continued on page 4 
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‘Dear sfiitfer Brains . . . 


Editor's note: The logo for this section has 
been recalled by its artist, Mike Roselle. We are 
looking for a replacement and would welcome 
any submissions. 

Startingwith this issue, we shall endeavour 
to print most of the letters received. To make this 
work, though, we need your cooperation: 
PLEASE KEEP LETTERS SHORT! If you can't 
say it in 300 words, consider writing a full- 
fledged article or essay. This is not to say I'll 
automatically eliminate longer letters, just a 
strong statement of preference. Share the soap- 
box! r* 

-Dale ^ 

Gentlemen (?) S \ I 

I hope you people are very happy with \ 
the results of your recent dismantling of a 
PG&E power distribution tower in the Wat- 
| sonville, CA area. 

Namely, you have created an immedi- 
ate demand for some 60,000 gasoline pow- 
ered generators in the Watsonville area. I 
suppose you will be delighted with the resul- 
tant increased smog and gasoline demand 
(read, higher prices and more pressure FOR 
offshore drilling). 

I also assume you people know you are 
directly and financially responsible for all 
food spoilage in the said 60,000 homes. I 
hope your treasury can absorb the costs of 
this foolish, stupid, and ill-advised SABO- 
TAGE. 

I personally was not a victim of this 
insanity- but if I had been, 1 would move 
heaven and earth to insure that you people 
compensated everyone even remotely af- 
fected by your destruction of a vital resource. 
Plus a substantial penalty, of course. Plus- 
YOUR funding of a security force armed and 
with orders to shoot-to-kill any further sabo- 
teurs. 

— X 

P.S. I have X-ed out my name and ad- 
dress to prevent any of your terrorists from 
finding me and "persuading" me to change 
my mind. As far as I am concerned, "earth 
first?” is on about the same level as the I 
Islamic Jihad or those pathetic panhandlers / 

, infesting airports. / 

Dear Fecal Encephalitics, 

Due to your RRR being held in my 
neighborhood, curiosity led me to drop in 
and see what these saviors of Nature were 
really all about. I had long hoped that others 
felt as I did about the current state of Nature 
and looked forward to meeting them. Per- 
haps my expectations were too high, for my 
impressions were not all that good. 

( What I found was a patriarchy of indis- 
creetrioudmouthed males who dominated 
all proceedings with their tongues. As a male, 

I find this an embarrassing representation of 
my gender. Infighting, the likes of which can 
only be found in church, was the dominant 
emotion. And clearly EF! must already be 
extinct judging by the paranoia displayed^ A 

But what bugged me most wa s thenres- 
ence of ritual and psuedo-rehgionkW hat in ' 
hell does howling accomplish? It separates 
you from the common man by making fools 
of everyone. And who are these airhead 
flakes, these trite little Ghandis who are 
dying to spend their lives in jail to justify 
their moronic beliefs? The same folks, no 
doubt, who made the 60's a failure ( that's 
right, a failure) by adding their myths to a 
just cause. 

Then there were the social-Darwinists 
who fantasized for the day that all redneck 


loggers, corporate rapists and other such ilk 
would become extinct due to their actions. 
This is a mere variation from the social- 
Darwinism Capitalism preaches... survival of 
the financially fittest. VFW bars are chock 
full of characters who do likewise, depriving 
segments of the populous of food and medi- 
cal care with their over-fed philosophies. 

The facts of twentieth century life speak 
for themselves. All this bullshit is unneces- 
sary for our common cause and, in fact, 

subverts our effectiveness. — -* 

/ There was a glimmer of hope from this, 
/my first exposure to Earth First!. Perusing tlfe 
'literature I picked up, I found the Earth First! i 
Journal to be well written, informative and] 
t free of the crap the RRR groupies purveyed/ Tt 
is my hope that there really is such a thing as 
Earth First! and that what I saw was the 
deviant wing that all organizations are 
cursed with to some extent. Our world needs 
Earth First! I hope you're out there. 

— Occupant, Montana 


Dear Cranium von Poopoo: 

The folks here at the University of Vir- 
ginia, which is, by the way, probably the 
most conservative Southern gentleman's 
school in the whole fuckin' country, want to 
say a few things about this sorry-ass journal 
y’all are distributing. Man, it's lame. Even 
our little under-funded eco-team puts out a 
newsletter that's enough ultra-local cool to 
blow your nerdy tunes away, and just to 
prove it, we're enclosing a few issues. 

Of course, the EF! Journal didn't use to 
be so clammed. What's the scoop? Y’all have 
made a big move, it seems, from doing stuff 
to saying stuff. Man, if 1 wanted to hear 
people say stuff I'd listen to NPR. Earth First! 
is the do-stuff faction of the environmental 
movement, and that's why most of us signed 
up, you know? Like me, I learned all I needed 
to know about the environment from 
Walden, and when I finished it I liked it so 
much I decided to forget how to read. And so 
I became an EF!er, where all you have to do 
is sit in trees and hang banners and raise hell, 
which is what we do down here at UVa, and 
all of a sudden the EF! Journal is printing this 
technical stuff and like all along we thought 
we were part of the bitchinest movement 
since the Visigoths and now we wonder if 
maybe we're just a bunch of nerds. 

What I mean is, are we all alone down 
here in Central Virginia? Are we running 
around in goofy costumes and jumping off 
buildings all by ourselves, while the rest of 
you talk about hydrolized nesting glucose 
coefficients? If you ask me, now that EF! is 
really hitting the mainstream press it's time 
to show ourselves as the folks who get out 
and do stuff even if they don't happen to be 
professionals, the folks who sense that some- 
thing is godawful wrong around here and 
who aren't afraid to yell about it. When we 
jw ant to read boring technical stuff we'll go to 
(the library. Let's have more (short) articles on 
what the eco-fuckers are screwing up and 
more (joyful) articles on what us she- 
women/ he-men do-gooders are doing about 
it, huh? We all know about Deep Ecology, we 
all want to save the damn syrup-foot, fur- 
necked tree snake marsupialas liposuction 
svncophantus. but god damnit why can't 
you concentrate on the local actions that 
people are taking on so we don’t feel so 
defensive and lonesome out here in Central 
Virginia, or wherever it is we are. Okay? 

— Pajama Crankshaft, U.Va EF! 


A Note from Arne Naess on 2-90 "Fragments of Wisdom" 

In your February issue p.28 a false rumor is mentioned that I, as a climber, made a lonely 
environmental direct action at Mardola by hanging from a place the police could not reach me 
and threatening to kill myself. 

I feel ashamed that I personally did not definitely ascertain that Dolores LaChapeUe was 
Informed of the falsity of the rumor. As a sort of punishment I now see its falsity registered by 
somebody else. If I had been in Norway at the time, Sigmund Kvaloy would have warned about 
a rumor he found written on p.12 in Dolores LaChapelle's important work Sacred Land, Sacred 
Sex, and I could have written a denial myself. 

Anyhow, there will be a positive outcome: another push toward the publication of the 
anthology presenting seven Norwegian ecophilosophers.* And Sigmund says he will write to 
Earth First! as soon as he gets time! 

Long ago I remember I told friends in the US that I found it highly deplorable that 
geologists and hunters of fossils did not use me as a climber to inspect vertical walls. This must 
be the source of the rumor. Joe Meeker was in Norway and he did not believe the rumor which 
must ultimately stem from other sources. 

Ttoice I joined the 5 week long important demonstration of Mardola, and both times 
journalists behaved badly. But it was clear in Norway that the considerable work of organizing 
the direct action was due to farmers and a small group of environmentalists with Sigmund 
Kvaloy as a central figure. 

' Wisdom and the Open Air. Selections from Norwegian Ecosophy Is an anthology Introducing the work of 7 living Norwegian 
ecophilosophers, poets, and activists. The oldest, Peter Wessel Zapffe, Is now 90 years old, and the MS ought to be out before 
he leaves us forever. 

The deep ecology movement has no leaders but millions of supporters. The term "deep ecologists' Is misleading and 
tends to focus on academics and or! what goes on In the richest countries. What we can do as academics Is to furnish 
appropriate terminologies and concepts, and get people with vastly different backgrounds together. 

Today nobody can survey the promising efforts In various countries. We need a series of publications, not only notices. 
Wisdom and the Open Air deserves to be one of them. 

Ame Naess is the eco-philosopher who coined the term 'deep ecology'. His numerous articles and 
books have helped inspire the deep ecology movement worldwide. 


Dear EF! Journal, 

Just read my first copy of your fine 
publication, and being a novice in the ways 
of EF! wisdom, I found it indispensable in 
furthering my education. In the words of a 
local Arizona EF! activist, "It ranges from the 
ridiculous to the sublime...", but I wouldn’t 
have it any other way. Keep up the good work 
and don't lose the sense of humor. 

The Brigid edition was my first intro- 
duction to the Movement. Of course I'd 
heard of EF! before, but only from shall we 
say, "unfriendly" sources. Upon learning 
that the average EF!er can run the gamut 
from refined intellectual to beer-guzzling 
redneck, I knew I’d found a home. Being a 
little of both, I didn't fit in with the some- 
what elitist Sierra Club, who drink only Per- 
rier. Nice folks, just a little too Yuppyish for 
my taste. 

But alas the Journal is not without intol- 
erance. Who cares what a person's views are 
on abortion or immigration? I thought at 
Earth First! social Issues took a back seat to 
Wilderness, (which is what attracted me in 
the firstplace). Social issues are important, to 
be sure, but we've got a dying Planet to 
attend to, goddammit! Just as Wilderness 
needs diversity, so does EF! You were able to 
inspire me, and other potential eco-warriors 
await inspiration as well, if you can get your 
collective shit together and put aside petty 
philosophical disputes and do what you do 
best: educate and inspire. 

Now we all like a good argument now 
and then. It's good for all involved if done 
correctly, and the EF! Journal should be an 
open forum for debate, but let's not risk 
driving away valuable contributors because 
of their viewpoints on non-wildemess sub- 
jects. Good help is hard to find, and I'd hate 
to see the movement die before I had a 
chance to devote my life to it. 

— Rex Trannyman 

Dear Shit Fer Brains, 

Just prior to printing Northcoast EF!’s 
renouncement of tree spiking, you stated 
that you would not cover the ensuing de- 
bate. I must point out that this effectively 
silences response from spikers. A group like 
Northcoast EF! is very public and deals with 
a lot of money; they can easily afford to print 
newsletters, bulletins and announcements 
and send them to all comers of the radical 
ecological community. Freedom of the press 
is for them that owns it. A poor anonymous 
spiker has to rely on others to spread his or 
her word. What follows is less an argument 
than an invitation, a posted notice of wel- 
come from California to all of the travelling 
monkeywrenchers who read this paper na- 
tionwide, so please print it. 


The renouncement of spikingby certain 
EF! groups is ridiculous to begin with, simply 
because EF! groups do not do such illegal 
stuff. Spiking is done by anonymous indi- 
viduals who blend into the crowd. There has 
been no consensus among such people to 
stop spiking in northern California or any- 
where else. Do you think that all the spikers 
in an area get together and discuss their plans 
for illegal activities? Only the most fool- 
hardy do. You should realize then that this 
renouncement of tree spiking is meaning- 
less. 

Spikers, and monkeywrenchers in gen- 
eral, work against the system by using direct 
tactics, seeking to actually stop specific local 
acts of land rape. Organizers, on the other 
hand, work by mobilizing public opinion to 
effect political change, a much more abstract 
strategy. Earth First! has always had both 
self-effacing monkeywrenchers and public- 
ity-seeking organizers, and in general they 
have respected each other. Now a handful of 
organizers are hoping to win public sympa- 
thy by denouncing a prime tool of radical 
forest defense. Their renunciation of spiking 
reinforces the false myth that it is dangerous 
to workers. There's no evidence of this, but 
now people will be more likely to believe it. 
Go back to the Sierra Club, folks. 

I'm offended, OK? I feel like I've been 
kissed off, stabbed in the back. But it doesn't 
really matter, I suppose, because spiking will 
continue. In the firs, in the redwoods, sum- 
mer, fall, winter, spring. I just wanted to let 
any travelling spikers know that you're still 
welcome here in northern California, by 
people who are doing the "brass tacks" 
fieldwork. 

I suppose the argument may be made 
that spiking shouldn't be done during Red- 
wood Summer, because it would make it 
more dangerous for the CD people. Well, 
real non-violence was never a guarantee of 
safety, folks. There were radicals in India 
blowing up British trains while Gandhi was 
marching. I appreciate what you're doing 
and I wish you the best, but I'm not going to 
stop doing what needs to be done just to 
reduce the risk and to feed some organizer's 
delusions of grandeur and control. We have 
to stop the destruction of the forest any and 
every way we can. Control doesn't mean shit 
to a tree. 

Let the hammers ring, quietly. 

— John Henry, Emerald Triangle, CA 

Dear SFB: 

'Bout three years ago the U.S. Navy 
contacted Harbor Branch Oceanographic 
Institution (North of Ft. Pierce, FL) to have a 
look at tri-butalyn tin. They wanted assur- 
continued on page 4 


The Forest Service shows their environmental concern in Virginia 
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July 9, 1 989, it printed a largely critical article 
on Earth First! that quotes me as calling Earth 
Firstlers "eco-fascists." In fact, this statement 
is utterly false. Quite to the contrary, when 
the Times reporter telephoned me last year, 
I expressed to him my strongest solidarity 
with Dave Foreman's efforts to save old- 
growth forests, not to speak of Earth Firstlers 
generally, and I noted that I had used the 
word "eco-fascist" to refer to the possible use 
of biocentric and neo-Malthusian views for 
misanthropic and highly reactionary pur- 
poses. 

Nonetheless, in his article that ap- 
peared in June of last year, the reporter said 
that I had called Earth Firstlers "eco-fascists." 
Furious, 1 promptly sent a letter to the Times 
(published in July 17, 1989 issue) flatly de- 
claring that their article had misrepresented 
my views. "Whatever my differences with 
Earth First! and Mister Foreman," I wrote. "1 
believe the organization's membership is 
generally high-minded and deeply con- 
cerned with the destruction of the environ- 
ment. I have contributed to the legal defense 
fund for the three who were arrested (in May 
1989) and urge others to do so." 1 still feel the 
same way, particularly after the recent at- 
tempt to bomb two Earth First! ers — Judi Bari 
and Darryl Chemey — in the Bay Area. Their 
lives, I'm convinced, were threatened by 
stooges for the lumber industry and/or right- 
wing crackpots. 

I fully support your campaign to save 
our last remaining old-growth forests, and I 
have very warm feelings for Dave, with 
whom I had an excellent public discussion 
late last year. We agreed to cordially disagree 
on certain differences that center on the 
deep ecology and social ecology dispute, but 
as I expressly declared, I have always been a 
defender of efforts to preserve relatively 
untouched areas, indeed, ofefforts to enlarge 
and guard them against the depredations of 
"developers" and lumber barons. 

Yet, despite my letter, which the Times 
published, saying that Earth Firstlers are not 
"eco-fascists," the same newspaper now, 
nearly a year later, Is quoting me again with 
respect to this false allegation. The June 
19, 1990 article is shrewdly worded. It alludes 
to "an interview last year. " and it makes no 
reference whatever to my disclaimer of the 
same year. 

Inasmuch as I can get nowhere with the 
Times — and for all I know, with other peri- 
odicals of the same ilk — I wish to make it 
plain to you that, all our theoretical differ- 
ences aside, far from regarding Earth Firstlers 
as "eco-fascists," I believe that they are 
among the most courageous people in the 
environmental movement today, that I ear- 
nestly support their efforts to preserve what 
little is left of our original habitat, and that I 
totally reject any attempt to characterize 
them as "terrorists," "fascists," and the like. 
Few environmental organizations, in fact, 
have earned the respect I feel for Earth First! 
as a militant movement whose members are 
prepared to literally put their lives on the line 
for the well-being of the planet, 

— MurrayT5ookchm,”Eurlington, VT 


Hello Fellow EF!ers, 

I am writing this letter to fill you in on 
the current activities of the Toledo, Ohio 
chapter of EF!. We are now involved in the 
fight to keep one of the last remaining Buck- 
eye Basin wetlands from being destroyed by 
the boneheads running the government in 
Toledo. 

The proposed Buckeye Basin Greenbelt 
Parkway, which will be a freeway connecting 
North and Central Toledo, would run 
through the last of the Buckeye Basin wet- 
lands and destroy not only the wetlands 
itself, but also wipe out the wildlife that 
consider this their only home. City govern- 
ment, hiding the truth as usual, is saying that 
the parkway will take traffic off city streets, 
bring commercial business to the area, and 
result in the clean up of several dumps in the 
vicinity. The truth is that most businesses 
that have moved into North Toledo have a 
poor record of success near the wetland area 
(as we can obviously tell by the many aban- 


doned warehouses along Summit St.). Even if 
business does improve there would be an 
INCREASE in traffic along the city streets 
because of all the people working there! Also, 
the city government must know that a dump 
can never be completely cleaned up. So there 
will not only be toxic waste in the ground 
where the original dump was located, there 
will also be waste seeping into the groundwa- 
ter at the site where the dump's original 
contents are to be relocated! 

Seeing through the city's smokescreen, 
Black Swamp EF!ers decided it was time to 
act. Rick Van Landingham III, Grayling 
Lathrop, and Greg Reichenbach began a SO 
hour canoe-in on the marsh on June 15th to 
protest the parkway. On June 1 7th they were 
joined by fellow EF!ers Mike and Margery 
Downs and Chris Markos. Needless to say, all 
action was brought to the attention of the 
local media who covered the protest in print 
and on CBS and NBC local affiliates. The 
media were taken by canoe into the marsh 
itself and shown the beauty and serenity of 
the area about to be needlessly destroyed. 

Black Swamp EF! will be conducting 
various protest activities against the pro- 
posed parkway until the city government 
wakes up and decides not to spend well over 
65 million dollars of the taxpayer's money 
on something that is neither wanted or 
needed. If this means taking extreme action 
in the EF! tradition then we are prepared to 
take whatever action is necessary to stop 
unneeded destruction of the wetlands. 

Right now we are asking for help from 
fellow EF!ers across the nation to take the 
time to write to the Toledo city government 
and implore them to stop the annihilation 
of the Buckeye Basin Wetlands. Send your 
letters to us and we will be more than happy 
to forward them to the city. The address is: 
Black Swamp Earth First! 

Office of Student Activities 
Student Union Rm. #3518 
The University of Toledo 
Toledo, Ohio, 43606 
— Michael S. Downs, Black Swamp EF! 

My Dearest & Darling Brown & Lumpy, 
Cranial Matter Lobed on Top of Torso, 

HI! While foraging for fruit hanging 
over the fences in the alleys of Beverly Hills 
1 noticed these long cardboard boxes about 6 
inches long and a triangular opening on 
both sides. They are fruit fly traps! When 
they find a fly that big Agrt Biz calls a threat 
in one, then they dump insecticides all over 
the place, not only killing the flies but every 
and all other insect life/aquatic life, and 
doing all sorts of environmental damage that 
the so-called “experts" say does not exist. 

So just remember the next time you are 
out on a stroll in the neighborhood or in an 
orchard, please take these boxes out of the 
trees and destroy them. If they can’t prove 
the flies are there, then they can’t dump 
insecticides and p>oisons on our children and 
the other living things that are a part of this 
planet. 

— EraserHead 
Dear EF! 

Please examine the enclosed. Can you 
believe it? If you (i.e. someone) want to work 
at the Sierra Club, you have to give up your 
rights! And that's wrong. 

Please report on this. 

— Someone who used to want to work 
at the Sierra Club and would prefer to remain 
anonymous. 

Ed. note: The following is one of the conditions 
listed on the back of a Sierra Club job application 
form. According to the form, "your signature is 
required in order to be considered for employment 
with Sierra Club. ' — DT 
#6) 1 understand and agree that if I am hired, 
any dispute I may have with the Club, its 
supervisors and/or representatives and/or its 
employees arising out of, relating to or affect- 
ing my employment and/or termination 
thereof shall be subject to arbitration In 
accordance with the Club's formal Griev- 
ance and Arbitration Process, and that I 
HEREBY WAIVE ANY RIGHT I MAY HAVE 
TO SUE OR TO SEEK A JURY TRIAL OVER 


SUCH DISPUTES OR TO SEEK RELIEF FOR 
DISPUTES IN ANY OTHER ACTION OR 
FORUM TO THE FULLEST EXTENT AL- 
LOWED BY LAW [emphasis theirs], I also 
recognize and agree that the Club may cancel 
the aforementioned process on ninety (90) 
calendar days notice in which case this 
Agreement to Arbitrate shall be considered 
null and void. 

Dear EFIers: 

What! You want help from me to save 
you from a world your parents made? Ask 
them for help, not me. You owe them noth- 
ing; they owe*you everything. 

The only way you can assure a decent 
life for your child is to fight like mad for laws 
that limit any woman to one child. To leave 
the decision to breed a matter of personal 
choice, is to encourage the irresponsible to 
breed, and the end of responsible parent- 
hood. 

The ecologically irresponsible, as exem- 
plified by President Bush and others, are in 
power. It will take nothing less than a revo- 
lution to remove them. 

— Zorro, Silver City, NM 

Dear Shit fer Brains: 

Perhaps Flowers’ article is not a hopeless 
muddle — but it is muddled. 

It is distressing that most "political" 
"thought" will not recognize that more than 
one thing can be going on at a time. How- 
ever, linear thinking demands that messy 
reality be tidied up to fit whatever conclu- 
sion the writer has already decided upon. 

It is probably true that the world is 
overpopulated — especially by us white folks, 
who use up fer, far more than our share of 
resources. 

But it is also true that resources are 
maldistributed. "When a country can no 
longer grow its food" is not something that 
just happened because non-whites are sexy 
and stupid. Flowers has left out the last 400 
years or so of history, during which, as one 
wag penetratingly put it, "our prosperity has 
been supported by a generous grant from the 
third world." 

One of the reasons the third world 
cannot feed Itself is that, via various forms of 
conquest and neo-colonialism, vast areas no 
longer grow food for itself, but export crops 
for us: coffee, tea, cocoa, and many varieties 
of luxury fruits and vegetables (and flowers) . 
Naturally there is less food for themselves. 

The basic thing needed for a lowering of 
the birth rate is the liberation of women. 
Other things being equal, there is not a 
woman alive who wants to bear 12-15 chil- 
dren — so that 2 or three may survive. But 
other things are not equal. In a very great part 
of the third world women are still chatties, 
and have no function except to bear sons 
(and continue to do all housework/child- 
care, and a lot of fieldwork and industrial 
work). Men are apparently so in doubt of 
their precious masculinity, and so in doubt 
of their wives' faithfulness, that they must 
keep "their" women pregnant until they 
drop dead. THAT is an aspject of the popula- 
tion question that I would like to see the 
gentleman tackle. 

— Joanne Forman 

SFB: 

I agree with Robert Streeter's essay on 
the children debate wholeheartedly. We 
need to address this issue and we need to 
address it from all possible angles because the 
desires for sex and for children are deeply 
implanted and very nearly (or maybe en- 
tirely) irrational. It takes a strong will, a 
lower-than-average desire for parenthood, or 
a vivid sense of impending doom to over- 
come nature's plan for us to have lots of 
babies. 

When ZPG was widely promulgated 
about 20 years ago, the point was made that 
the poople who most readily limit their fertil- 
ity are those who have a lot to offer children 
and, through their children, the world. 
People who embrace ZPG or NPG tend to be 
thoughtful, compassionate, intelligent, 
well-read, conscientious, and concerned 


about the state of the world. Those who 
reproduce wantonly tend to be lazy, self- 
indulgent, ignorant and uncaring. The prac- 
tice of ZPG or NPG will lead to a skewing of 
the gene pool toward undesirable traits. Not 
that therefore we should all go out and have 
five kids, which would only further damage 
our sinking ship, but I have yet to see or hear 
a satisfactory resolution of this aspect of the 
baby debate, and it is part of the reason I have 
three kids. 

Actually I would have been happy to 
adopt children, but what agency would have 
approved a married-by-common-law, vege- 
tarian, home-schooling, subsistence-living, 
hippie-looking family as prospective par- 
ents? Adoption needs to become much more 
easily available, although the international 
adoption scene requires close scrutiny re- 
garding the integrity of the agencies and the 
impact on originating countries' reproduc- 
tive rates and sense of responsibility for their 
own populations. 

I disagree with the idea of every repro- 
ducing couple having one or two children. I 
think the interaction of a large family is a 
unique experience that should not disappear 
from our heritage. I would like to see more 
people forego childbearing altogether while 
others bear and/or adopt a number of chil- 
dren. I am well aware that first and only 
children have been shown in studies to have 
a tendency to be outstanding individuals but 
I am convinced of the value of family bond- 
ing as a benefit to society at large. 

So here l am with three kids and I would 
hop>e to not be looked upx>n as a pariah. I’m 
not going to have any more children, al- 
though I still experience cravings for a baby 
from time to time. (This is at age 38 after 21 
years of child-rearing.) To mitigate my and 
my children's impact on planet Earth, proba- 
bly the single most important thing I do is to 
raise my children to view childbearing as an 
option, not a given, and an option with 
serious global consequences. In our house, 
it’s "if” you get married, and "if" you have 
children, and it’s not assumed that your 
children will be biological offspring, but 
rather adoption is the preferred method of 
having a family. If my kids don't reproduce 
at all, or only in a limited way, I will feel that 
we have done our part to help the world 
situation. 

— Roseanne Bloom, Kahsprell, MT 
Dear Friends, 

I want to let you know that many 
Conservatives, like myself, support your fine 
organization. I personally feel that the Lord 
Jesus Christ is also with you since the bible 
terms environmental degradation as a curse 
upon mankind. Therefore, there is no ques- 
tion that your cause is just and that the tide 
has turned in your favor with public opinion 
and eventual victory for you. 

— Bill Kerschner 

EF! 

Thought I should drop a line in re- 
sponse to the so-called "Lord's avenger". 

I hop>e this pridefully misguided fool 
doesn't shed a bad light on real 
Christians... those of us that believe in love 
and forgiveness and caretaking of planet 
Earth. Real Christians see trees as beautiful 
brothers and teachers - not a 'forced hand' to 
make Christ return. He will come back in His 
own good time; as Bruce Cockburn says, 
"God won’t be reduced to an ideology." 
These Armageddist Fundamentalists are no 
more than modem-day Pharisees who - in- 
stead of being obedient - like to make them- 
selves out to be God. The word 'Christian' 
means 'little Christ'; Jesus was known to 
sp>end much time among the trees but no one 
ever saw him hack one down. He is our 
example... 

As to differences in beliefs among us: 
hey! we have a mission here - to save the 
Earth! Who cares what Judi says about abor- 
tion?! or what Dave says about beer?! We've 
got to realize that these small quibbles only 
tear us apart from within; the mature thing is 
to tolerate, overlook, and/or stop being 
continued on page 6 
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continued from page 5 
pansies and get your bodyrfp a tree or in front 
of a dozer!!! Let's stop chiding the Sierra Club 
for being the wimps they are; or mocking the 
Defenders of Wildlife/ they are doing things 
we don't have the /time, money, or even 
desire to do! Though given to compromise, 
they are doing mdre good than bad. 

To the "Lord's avenger" and his ilk: get 
a life!!! .. 

- vC^S/en-La vm an . EF! Volcano, CA 

Dear SFB: 

As of this writing, the "Lord's avenger" 
who claims to have bombed Judi and Darryl 
apparently did it as retribution for their 
"worship" of trees. Meanwhile, the Journal is 
trying to tiptoe out of the controversy about 
Paganism by leaving the old Festival names 
off of the masthead. 

Well, it looks like this controversy is not 
to be evaded so lightly. So let's make the 
most of it. 

I say Yea! to tree worship, totemism. 
Pantheism, and anything else that reminds 
us that the Earth and all Her creatures are 
sacred, and that we follow in the footsteps of 
thousands of generations by respecting Her. 
Remembering these things gives us access to 
the inner moral strength of our intercon- 
nectedness with the whole biosphere and 
with our whole genetic history. If chanting 
in circles or using funny Celtic names helps 
us sense that depth of connectedness and 
commitment, let's not apologize for it. 

Worshippers of the dead-god-nailed-to- 
dead-tree are going to hate us for our love of 
life, regardless of what we call it. We cannot 
afford to waste our concentration in squab- 
bling over what to call it, how to celebrate it, 
and how to enhance it. Obviously, this is 
different for each individual EF!er; so the 
only collective policy must be, INCLUDE 
EVERYTHING! 

\The success of the vigil at Oakland Po- 
lice HQ can be attributed not just to the 
intensity of the outrage we felt, the media 
coverage, and the breadth of the community 
that identified with the injustice of the po- 
lice response to the situation, but also to the 
sense of ritual we brought to the scene: at 
least one formal, magical ceremony, and 
several other sessions of drumming, chant- 
ing, and just holding hands in a circle. All 
the TV and newspaper photos of the vigil 
focused on these circles.\Thus, I would sug- 
gest that the techniques of pagan spiritual 
practice can be useful in group situations, 
even independently of what they mean to , 
the particular Individuals who practice the m M 
regularly. I'd love to see more dialog in the 
Journal on this point: has anyone else noticed 
this usefulness? 

And if too many of us "can't pro- 
nounce" the Celtic names, as you allege, 
there are other ways the Journal can support 
our sense of belonging to the great traditions 
of nature-consciousness. This is another 
topic I hope other readers will respond to. 

— Hummlngbear, San Francisco, CA 

Dear Dale & Kris & Nancy & John, 

I'm writing concerning the removal of 
the Pagan holidays from the masthead. 1 
imagine you’ve heard from others on the 
subject, but I thought as someone who didn't 
even khow what Paganism was when I met 
up with Earth First! in 1986, I should share 
my feelings with you. 

I think having the Pagan holidays on 
the masthead is a good idea. For one, it 
introduces un knowledgeable people like 
myself to Paganism, and hence to my ances- 
tral earth-related religion before Europe was 
overrun by the Romans. I didn't even know 
Europe had Earth religions. Now, having 
learned that my ancestors' earth-oriented 
religion was taken from them by foreign 
conquerors, I take pride in knowing that 
Europe wasn't always so disrespectful of the 
earth, and it makes me happy to know that 
my ancestors had a similar religion to native 
Americans in that it honored and held the 
earth as sacred. 

Since most earth first.'ers are of Euro- 
pean descent, and since the EF! paper comes 
out 8 times a year, I think placing the holi- 
days on the masthead is a good way of 
honoring and acknowledging our earth-reli- 
gion roots. 

Also, "Beltane Issue", for those of us 
who know what that means, stirs up a lot 
more excitement and sense of the time of 
year than "April/May" Issue. And for those 
who don't know about Beltane and other 
holidays — surely they will be at the least 
intrigued to learn of the Beltane fertility 
rituals. 

I think that having the Pagan holidays 
on the masthead, at this point, doesn't do us 
any harm. However, I do sense that in the 
West at least, we serious environmentalists 
are nearing an era when we will be discrimi- 
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Tribal dancers at the Round River Rendezvous. 


nated against for religious reasons ... mainly 
our similarity to Pagan philosophies. 

The Romans crushed the Pagans so they 
could dominate peoples and the earth. In 
the current stage of the "Roman” push to 
stamp out all native peoples and species, I 
think it is important that we take a stand by 
our roots. Although some of us will suffer for 
daring to raise Pagan issues again, I think a 
lot of European people will be moved when 
they realize that their ancestors were indeed 
probably Pagan. And perhaps in this way, 
they can come to a better understanding of 
how and why they should love and respect 
the earth. 

This isn't an issue that's going to make 
or break EF! I just felt it was worth writing 
you abojj 

"^Dana Lyons)-5eattle, WA 

Dear shit fer brains: 

I would like to pass along a suggestion 
for readers who might be planning an action 
to which the media is invited. It may be 
worthwhile to give out fact sheets to the 
media that contain not only citations for 
statistics and statements backing up your 
argument, but also a xerox copy of the article 
In or page on which the statistic or statement 
appeared. The media, it seems, oftentimes 
feels uncomfortable with the validity of facts 
we give them, perhaps due to their percep- 
tion of us as a bunch of "radicals". It is 
apparent that the media does not spend 
much time investigating the validity of sta- 
tistics and statements. Perhaps a xerox copy 
would make them more inclined to use our 
data. Let's use scientific fact to our advan- 
tage. When the earth rapers can't present 
similar documented feet, then perhaps the 
general public will realize who is telling the 
truth. 

— Eric, Davis, CA 
To the editor: 

How dare those aboriginal eco-rufflans 


in South America cut down their forests and 
deprive us of oxygen! Their actions are 
completely Irresponsible, showing utter dis- 
regard for the health of our environment. 
Something should be done about it. 

We, of course, have already cut down 
our forests — except for a few ancient red- 
wood trees which we’re working on right 
now — but the situation is totally different 
here in the United States. We are a civilized 
country with legitimate needs, like toilet 
paper, junk mail, financial security for tim- 
ber executives and the congressmen they 
own, and something to trade for Japanese 
technocrap. Our actions are completely 
justified. No one could accuse us of being 
hypocrites. 

So please write to your congressperson 
and to our "Environmental” President, urg- 
ing immediate action on this Amazonian 
deforestation thing. Before it's too late. 

— Ken Shelton Jr., Ojai, CA 

SFB: 

I read, with interest, the "Shell Oil De- 
stroying Thai Rainforest" in the June 21 
edition of the Earth First! Journal. 

As a member of the Rainforest Action 
Network, along with numerous other envi- 
ronmentally-concerned organizations, I at- 
tempt to be a "concerned letter writer" when 
good ol’ Mother Earth cries out for it. I've 
also personally witnessed some of the forest 
destruction occurring in Thailand. Accord- 
ingly, I wrote Shell in London a few months 
ago regarding their proposed eucalyptus 
plantation plans. Last month, I received an 
answer, and am forwarding a copy. Perhaps 
you can use it for further letter writing cam- 
paigns, both to Shell and other “deserving" 
corporations. 

Please advise your readers that letter 
writing works! I've almost always received 
answers from the "big boys," and, even 
though the responses are usually striking 
examples of PR B.S., the company must 


O 

o 
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| spend valuable time and money in respond- 
ing to these type of letters. In some notable 
cases, especially with American firms, the 
project in question is cancelled or "put on 
hold”. Small victories for sure, but not too 
bad when the total cost is a few minutes 
writing time + a 25- to 45-cent stamp! 

For everyone connected with the Earth 
First! Journal, a hearty THANKS! and keep up 
the good work. Enclosed is my subscription 
renewal. ..I look forward to the next edition! 

— Ray Ziamo, Lansing, MI 

Dear SFB: 

I just gotta know, is the EF Journal 
printed on recycled paper? Nowhere in the 
journal does it say. If the answer is no, then 
you can deal me out and take my name off 
the mailing list. The argument to save trees 
printed on non-recycled doesn't make any 
sense! 

— Dan Jaffe, Fairbanks, AK 
Ed. note: Yes, it is printed on recycled paper. As 
yet, the best newsprint we can get in Tucson has 
a 60% recycled fiber content, but we're still 
looking for 100%. Thanks for the reminder — 
putting a notice to that effect in the masthead 
was one of those items that slipped through the 
chaotic cracks of production. — DT 

dear sfb 

i agree with daniel dancer's "in the 
absence of whales" as to the obviousness of 
something being out of balance when one 
walks the streets of inuvik, n.w.t.. i would 
argue it is also obvious in most areas 
throughout the world where native cultures 
have been overrun by modem capitalist 
culture, i also agree that such places are 
centers for raping the natural world we all 
once were fairly in tune with. mr. dancer is 
correct that one may observe natives en- 
gaged in activities, his example of beluga 
hunting for instance, which rival in disre- 
gard for the spirit of all beings, if not in scope, 
that done by white invaders. 

where i disagree with him is in his 
lecturing natives in his article and on arctic 
radio on the causes of their plight and that of 
the whales, modem hunting methods and 
loss of traditional values are a symptom of a 
problem he is a part of yet does not address, 
where in his article is an indictment of the oil 
companies drilling in the beaufort sea, the 
military installations in the area or "the road 
to riches" (the dempster highway) to inuvik? 
why did he not seek out the source of the 
drumbeat he heard and ask an opportunity 
to learn from the invialut? instead he ap- 
pears as a typical white tourist who flew or 
drove to the arctic on vacation with a stere- 
otypical understanding of the land and 
people he is visiting, he says the hunters they 
met felt that dancer and his friends were 
trying to drive away the whales, i would tend 
to agree, their participation in white capital- 
ist culture (airplanes, hotels, motorboats, 
research, genocide of native peoples) is what 
brings about the absence of whales. 

— jack sandberg, 9 mile falls, wa 

Dear SFB, 

I thought of a neat project that someone 
with the necessary resources could under- 
take. 

With the upcoming quincentenary of 
Columbus’ "discovery," it would be appro- 
priate to have a slick documentary video 
made up entitled something like, "500 Years 
of Genocide and Ecocide" to be broadly dis- 
tributed and shown. 

It behooves us white, middle-class ac- 
tivists to prepare to monkeywrench th§ 
upcoming orgy of white rapist self-congratu- 
lation in every way possible. 

For instance, it is rumored that Spain (or 
is it Portugal?) is building replicas of the 
Pinta, Nina, and Santa Maria, to re-enact the 
maiden voyage. 

Scuttle the dominant paradigm! 

— Renegade Rat 

Dear EF! Journal, 

I am writing this letter for Magma Lime- 
Mango, a subscriber to your wonderful pub- 
lication. Magma is a parrot and is, therefore, 
quite illiterate. Anyway my parrot was anx- 
iously awaiting the Beltane Issue (or what- 
ever you call it now) to find out some targets 
for some 'wrenching (1 myself don't take part 
in such unlawful acts). The day it arrived (5/ 
31), Magma was terribly disappointed to find 
that only the cover page was there; all the 
other pages were missing. (The post office 
made some bizarre marking on the address 
label - see xerox copy.) Now my poor bird is 
thinking of suicide. If you don't want to be 
responsible for the death of a parrot, it would 
be wise to send Magma a replacement issue. 
He promised to send some $ when he has 
some and to do some "repair work" for the 
Journal. 

— Dan Quayle, Washington, DC 




REDWOOD SUMMER 


Two Thousand Rally 
at Fort Bragg 


"The timber companies treat the loggers and 
milworkers the same way they treat the forests — 
as objects to exploit for maximum profit. " 

— Judl Bari, October 1989 

In the entire timber industry, no com- 
pany demonstrates the above like Georgia- 
Pacific. G-P, whose Northern California 
operations are based at Fort Bragg, is not only 
a primary culprit in the destruction of an- 
cient forests, but has announced plans to 
eliminate thousands of North Coast jobs by 
moving its processing facilities to Mexico. 
This maneuver will not only give the com- 
pany access to a fresh pool of non-union, 
low-paid labor, but turn Northern California 
into a timber colony, looted of its resources 
and jobs. 

On Saturday, July 21, two thousand 
Redwood Summer activists targeted G-P with 
a rally in Fort Bragg, followed by a march to 
the pulp mill. The day of protest, organized 


by Industrial Workers of the World, Seeds of 
Peace, Earth Action Network, and Earth 
Pint!, began at 10 a.m. with music and 
speeches. 

A counter-demonstration, organized by 
the industry-sponsored Yellow Ribon coali- 
tion, took place on the opposite end of town. 

At 2 p.m., Redwood Summer demon- 
strators paraded to the California Depart- 
ment of Forestry building and on to the pulp 
mill. Although occasionally confronta- 
tional, there was no violence and only six 
arrests. 0 

There, marchers deeded the mill to 
those whose it really is: the people of Fort 
Bragg. At the same time, Redwood Summer 
organizers insisted that the mill not just 
reduce, but eliminate its emissions of dioxin 
and other deadly toxics. Two timber workers 
were invited to speak, and shared concern 
with the crowd about log exports, sustained 
yield logging and their families' future. 


Redwood Summer Activists 
Harassed By Police 


'redwood summer calendar n 

Aug 5-20 Jay Mead presents "the Found Stump Project" city hall at SF. A stump made from 
recycled wood. 415-864-2256. Want to help construct it? 

Aug 6-7 Board of Forestry in Sacramento: Two things to be heard. Contact 707-923-3450 
Housing in Sacramento contact Lynn Ryan 916-442- 0520 or 707-462-7469. 

Aug 7 Noon-2PM Vigil Pacific Lumber HQ in Mill Valley. Contact Ken 415-459-3765 

Aug 9-19 Humboldt County Fair. Type of presence to be announced. 707- 826-7140 info 
Aug 9 9AM CDF in Fortuna -TOP review. Attend, take part. 707-826-7140 info 
Aug 10 8:30PM Redwood Summer Benefit Santa Rosa Unitarian Church $6-8 sliding 

With Alice Di Micele Coyote Moon, Ecotonz 

Aug 11 Children's action Pacific Lumber Mill Valley llAMContactEAN415-843-4306/ 
8788. 

Aug 1 1 8:30PM ‘Redwood Summer Tour 90' Berkeley Unitarian Church $6 Featuring 

Alice DiMicele, Coyote Moon, Ecotonz 

Aug 12 1AM 'Redwood Summer Tour 90' San Gregorio- Greenp>eace Music Festival Off 
Hwy 1 South of Half Moon Bay same bands 

Aug 14 1 1AM Earth First! Womens Action in Defense of Mother Earth and Sister Judi 

(men are welcome). FBI HQ 450 Golden Gate, SF. Contact Mary Moore 707-874-2248. 
Featuring Dolores Huerta bring drums, instruments, be prepared to sing Burning Times 
Aug 14 Noon-2PM Vigil Pacific Lumber Mill Valley Contact Ken 415-459- 3765 

Aug 16 9AM CDF in Fortuna -TOP review. Attend, take part. 707-826-7140 info 
Aug 18 6:30PM RS Benefit, Beginnings in Briceland, featuring dinner and music by 

Nymiah and Anzanga. Contact Betsy for info 707-923 -3450 

Aug 18 - 27 Reclaim the Redwoods - A week of nonviolence in the virgin Red- 

woods. Areata Action Center for more info.707 -826-7140 

Aug 21 Noon - 2 PM Vigil Pacific Lumber Mill Valley Contact Ken 415-459-3765 
Aug 23 9AM CDF in Fortuna -TOP review. Attend, take part. 707-826-7140 info 
Aug 28 Noon - 2 PM Vigil Pacific Lumber Mill Valley Contact Ken 415-459-3765 
Aug 30 9AM CDF in Fortuna -TOP review. Attend, take p>art. 707-826-7140 info 

For updates/additions please call 707-926-5312. 

V ) 


Fifteen protestors, who were arrested in 
late July as they blocked logging in the an- 
cient redwoods of the Headwaters Forest 
watershed, suffered extreme harassment by 
local authorities. 

The American Civil Liberties Union is 
continuing their investigation into the 
forced head shaving of four of the men, and 
the severe treatment of one of these men, 
Michael Mulhall, who peacefully refused to 
cooperate with the shaving. According to 
Redwood Summer organizer Tracy Katel- 
man, "Mulhall nonviolently sat down to 
resist the shaving, and the officers started 
pjunching him in the kidneys, and then they 
grabbed him with a chokehold around his 
neck and he could barely breathe. He was 
screaming to be examined by a physician 
and they flipped him over, smashed his face 
against the floor, dug their knees into his 
right calf and finally jacked up his arms and 
handcuffed him as tight as they could. He 
still has no feeling in his right thumb and 
massive bruises to his uppser left arm and 
hand." 

Redwood Summer 
Activists Assaulted 
By Loggers 

Shortly after entering the recently con- 
tested timber harvest in Navarro on July 
20th, six members of the Colorado Redwood 
Witness Group (C.R.W.G.) were assaulted 
with rocks, wood chunks and an axe handle. 
One of the activists was beaten with an axe 
handle and struck on his back and neck by 
rocks the size of a softball. Three others were 
bombarded by large rocks as they witnessed 
Louisiana Pacific (L.P.) logging foreman Lee 
Souzan hurling them their way. All three 
Coloradans have filed charges against 
Souzan and other loggers. 

C.R.W.G. members Doug Momberger 
and Toni Chapman attempted to complete a 
citizen's arrest against Souzan at ten a.m. the 
same morning of the attack, with the aid of 
Mendocino County Sheriff Sargeant Tony 
Craver. Their efforts were denied by the 
commanding officer, Don Miller. Souzan 
was reported to have gone home for the day. 
Miller explained that a citizen's arrest was 
impossible in the suspect's absence. Due to 
the limited amount of officers, an attempt to 
locate Souzan immediately was not made. 
Momberger and Chapman filed a complaint 
with the Mendocino County District Attor- 
ney. 

Mike Long, who was hit by rocks and 
later beaten and abandoned, lay hidden 
proximate to L.P.'s logging deck for four 
hours after he had been assaulted. He over- 
heard logging foremen disclose a number of 
Incriminating facts: that the grove being cut 
was definitely the old growth (off-limits to 
felling); that logging operations had stopped 
by 11:00 a.m. as a result of the successful 
forest inhabitation; that the L.P. mill in Fort 
Bragg would not be allowing press inside 
during the demonstration/protest scheduled 
for the coming Saturday; and that loggers 
would block roads into Fort Bragg early Sat- 
urday morning in an attempt to scuttle the 
protest. 


According to Mark Harris, an attorney 
advising the jailed protestors, "none of the 
individuals forcibly shaved had been exam- 
ined for lice by medical personnel at any 
point prior to the shaving. The shaved men 
stated that the so called 'examination' they 
received by medical personnel was when a 
woman stood across the room from them 
and asked them to stand and turn around. 
She then told the guards to shave each man 
that had long hair. This treatment is obvi- 
ously political harassment. There's a lot of 
hostility toward the protestors in this county 
jail from officers and from other inmates. 
The forcible head shavings appear to be part 
of a pattern of retaliation and discriminatory 
harassment based upon their affiliation with 
Redwood Summer." 

"These individuals, charged with noth- 
ing more than a misdemeanor, are being 
held in jail for a week or more before, in most 
cases, even being assigned an attorney. This 
is absurd!" stated Katelman. 

Earth First! spokesperson Jennifer 
Beigel said, "According to the Santa Rosa 
Press Democrat, head shaving is not even 
considered an option in other Northern 
California jails. The Humboldt County 


Sheriffs Dept, has not shaved a single prerson 
in custody for lice over the last six months, 
but four male Redwood Summer protesters 
with long hair arrived and were forcibly 
shaven upx>n being taken into custody. This 
reeks of 1960s-style political harassment." 

Further evidence of a retaliatory motive 
surfaced on Friday evening, with the taking 
into custody of a Redwood Summer sup- 
porter, Karisa Dun, who was arrested for 
carrying a picket sign on a public sidewalk, 
which read "We Love You." Durr was ar- 
rested across the street from the jail and 
charged with "unlawful communication 
with a prisoner." So much for the First 
Amendment. 

Tom O'Neil, Redwood Summer Nonvi- 
olence Coordinator, spoke with Humboldt 
County Supervisor Wesley Chesbro about 


the unusually severe treatment of ancient 
redwood defenders. Chesbro felt the 
Sheriffs Department was using the treat- 
ments as a "deterrent, " and that the situation 
here is a "war." 

Attorney Run Off Road 

Someone in a logging truck tried to run 
Redwood Summer Attorney Mark Harris off 
the road in July as he returned from a rally at 
the Eureka, CA, Courthouse. He has filed a 
complaint with the pjolice. Harris says "I was 
at the rally in a suit so I suppx>se 1 stood out 
and was easy to remember". This is the first 
logging truck incident since Judi Bari, her 
children, and Darryl Chemey were also run 
off the road. Or is it? 


Redwood Summer Tabloid Available 

If you'd like a copy of the second EARTH FIRST! EXTRA with updates 
on Redwood Summer — and to support direct action for the last ancient 
redwoods — send a donation to EFl/Redwood Summer, PO Box 41 1233, 
San Francisco, CA 94141. 
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Bowen Gulch Gets Another Reprieve 


Colorado wilderness 
prospects grim 

by Michael Robinson 

Bowen Gulch, a unique old-growth 
forest in the Arapaho National Forest of 
northern Colorado, has gained another re- 
prieve from logging, and is a step closer to 
permanent protection. 

Bowen Gulch (BG) is the southern ex- 
tension of the Never Summer roadless area, 
of which 13,702 acres are protected. [See 
back issues for Bowen Gulch articles.] To the 
east, Trail Ridge Road, a "scenic drive," di- 
vides BG from a 266,000 acre roadless area — 
part of Rocky Mountain National Park 
(RMNP) and the Indian Peaks Wilderness — 
much of which is alpine and which is over- 
used by backpackers. Until recently BG was 
just one drainage in a large intact unpro- 
tected area. But the Supply Creek timber sale 
(which started before EF! focused on the area) 
has already destroyed much of the forest, 
and some cutting and road-building has 
occurred in BG itself. An EIS for another sale. 
Hatchet Park, has also been issued for the 
same area, although at this writing no work 
has begun on that. BG and Hatchet Park still 
hold 500-year old spruce and flr at 10,500 
feet, interspersed with wet meadows, provid- 
ing prime habitat for Pine Marten, Lynx, 
Black Bear and possibly Boreal Owl and 
Wolverine. Osprey nest two miles down- 
stream above the wetlands where Bowen 
Creek meets the upper Colorado River. The 
area has a high transient Elk population and 
must remain wild if Gray Wolves and Grizzly 
Bears are ever to return to the Rocky Moun- 
tain National Park ecosystem. 

History 

Bowen Gulch, along with other large 
forested areas and even a portion of the 
plains, was part of the original Rocky Moun- 
tain National Park proposal; but the Park 
ended up with the classic alpine "scenery," 
and the Forest Service and private interests 
got the rest. In the early 1980s, the FS told 
the public BG was to be managed for "non- 
motorized recreation," while secretly plan- 
ning its destruction. This tactic succeeded in 
diverting conservationists' attention to 
seemingly more endangered areas. In the 
late 1980s a 640 acre clearcut in five sections 
was prepared for the drainage. The Colorado 
Mountain Club (CMC) appealed the sale but 


was denied. To many, the game had been 
played and the outcome decided ... not to 
Earth First! 

When the national tree sit was planned 
at the Jemez RRR in 1989, Glen Ayers (who 
has effectively shut down the timber pro- 
gram of another ranger district in the Ara- 
paho -Roosevelt National Forest through 
appeals and the threat of appeals on illegal 
sales — which are all of them) knew just the 
place for Colorado EF! to step in. So, in 
August 1989, just before road construction 
was due to start, CO EF! occupied the trees. 
Subsequent EF! actions provoked the interest 
of other groups, who joined us in lobbying 
the Colorado congressional delegation to 
save the area. 

These groups, especially the Colorado 
Environmental Coalition (CEC), also lob- 
bied the Forest Service. In response. Senator 
Tim Wirth, and (to a lesser extent) Represen- 
tative David Skaggs pressured FS Chief F. 
(Freddie) Dale Robertson to postpone the 
sale Jo allow it to be bought back from, or 
traded with, Louisiana-Pacific. Other indi- 
viduals, notably Dale and Richard Greene, 
got the Boulder city and county govern- 
ments and local businesses to boycott L-P 
products until the corporation backed off 
Bowen Gulch. Losing a one million dollar 
contract was apparently the final straw, and 
in June L-P agreed to work with the FS to try 
to find another National Forest area with 
equivalent timber volume to destroy instead. 

This is an important step, but all of 
northern Colorado is already severely over- 
cut, and EF! will not accept a trade: L-P has 
no role whatsoever to play in our bioregion. 
A July 1 rally at RMNP near BG drew over 300 
people from all over the state, and garnered 
additional commitment. Should we succeed 
in blocking any trade and L-P decide they 
want to return to BG, this large constituency 
will make it even harder than before for L-P. 
Since monkeywrenching gained a crucial 
six-month reprieve for BG, the addition to 
the Never Summer Wilderness should be 
called the Greater Hayduke-Abzug Wilder- 
ness. 

The Larger Context 

Bowen Gulch is just a tiny section of 
Colorado's threatened roadless areas. If we 
win Bowen Gulch but lose most of the rest, it 
won't matter: the species that make BG 
unique will not survive in the RMNP ecosys- 
tem without corridors to other wild areas. 
Unfortunately, the mainstream groups that 


Mt. Graham Sleaze Flows 
Through Halls of Congress 


The six -year fight against ecosystem de- 
struction on Arizona's Mount Graham is ap- 
proaching its dramatic conclusion with a 
Congressional hearing and revelations of 
political manipulation throughout the fed- 
eral process. 

Two House subcommittees held a joint 
hearing June 26 on Fish & Wildlife Service 
(FWS) mishandling of the Mt. Graham affair, 
in which the University of Arizona (UA) 
plans to develop a huge astrophysical obser- 
vatory in the heart of a unique spruce-fir 
forest (as described in many past issues). 
They were told by General Accounting Office 
(GAO) investigators that FWS did not com- 
ply with terms of the Endangered Species 
Act, as required by the presence of the endan- 
gered Mt. Graham Red Squirrel. Indeed, the 
development plan approved by FWS "is not 
supported by prior biological studies of Mt. 
Graham," according to GAO's James Duffus. 
"These studies indicated that any develop- 
ment on Emerald Peak [the approved alter- 
native] posed an unacceptable risk to the red 
squirrel's survival." 

Duffus also said that FWS Regional Di- 
rector Michael Spear based his support on 
non-biological considerations, especially a 
perception that the proposed observatory 
would be "world-class" and therefore of great 
value to science. 

Spear, a long-time supporter of the 
project, forced field biologists who analyzed 
the project to reach conclusions in its favor. 
FWS biologist Lesley Fitzpatrick told Con- 
gress that, "Prior to the Forest Service request 
for formal consultation, I was informed by 
my supervisor. . .that our Regional Office in 
Albuquerque wanted to ensure there was an 
alternative allowing development. . .If we 
could not so provide, the biological opinion 
would be prepared by another office." 

Testimony at the hearing left no doubt 
that the squirrel is in trouble and that the 
observatory could push it over the edge of 
extinction. As a result, four of Arizona's 
Congressmen promptly called for new stud- 
ies of the species. Theupshot, unfortunately, 
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was just a 30-day review of existing data, by 
a FWS panel headed by Regional Director 
Michael Spear. 

Didn't sound like much progress to us, 
but UA administrators squealed like stuck 
pigs, saying the project could fall apart. 
"These delays are not justified," said Peter 
Strittmatter, head of UA’s astronomy depart- 
ment. "They are due to willful efforts to stop 
the project." 

At least he got it half right. 

The review 4id succeed in further delay- 
ing destruction of the mountain-top ecosys- 
tem, atleastuntilAugust6. UAcrewscutand 
blasted a new road to the top last fall, slicing 
open the closed-canopy old-growth forest 
there, but they have not gone on to clear the 
much larger areas planned for telescope and 
building pads and for parking lots. 

During the review period, activists also 
confirmed rumors that the GAO uncovered 
more dirt than they reported. Audubon’s 
Robin Silver got hold of notes from a GAO 
interview with a Forest Service underling, 
who reported on a meeting last year between 
Arizona Senator John McCain (one of the 
"Keating Five") and Coronado National For- 
est Supervisor Jim Abbott. McCain suppos- 
edly told Abbott to speed approval of the 
project, or else Abbott would haye "the 
shortest tenure of any Forest Supervisor on 
record." 

Also during the review period, the San 
Carlos Apache Tribal Council passed a reso- 
lution firmly opposing the observatory be- 
cause Mt. Graham plays a central role in their 
religion. 

Throughout this, Arizona EFlers have 
kept up a barrage of letters, phone calls, dem- 
onstrations, press conferences, and direct 
lobbying. In the second or third week of 
August, we may be standing in front of 
cha in sd ws 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: For updates 
and the most useful actions you can take, 
call the Mt. Graham hotline at (602) 629- 
9200. 

— Dale Turner 



battle so hard for individual threatened ar- 
eas, seem determined to lose the larger wil- 
derness war. 

Before the 1979 Roadless Area Review 
and Evaluation (RARE II), Colorado had 
1,191,187 acres in protected Wilderness. 
RARE II identified an additional 6.5 million 
roadless acres, of which the predecessor to 
CEC recommended over 5 million for Wil- 
derness, almost a respectable figure. But In 
1980 only 1,392,455 acres were designated, 
and over 4.5 million acres "released." Many 
conservationists saw this as a good start, 
since another bill was in the works. But now 
we must protect at least all that's left, since 
the next Colorado wilderness bill will proba- 
bly be the last. Everything not protected in the 
next bill may never be protected. 

The last six years, Senator "Bible Bill" 
Armstrong has blocked an additional bill 
under the pretext of seeking a special legisla- 
tive exemption to the federal government's 
trustee role for Wilderness water. (He'd like 
to see streams and rivers in Wilderness 
drained.) Meanwhile, the CEC and other 
groups have proposed a paltry 1.2 million 
acres for Wilderness, even though about 4 
million acres remain roadless and unpro- 
tected in the state (no one knows the exact 
figure). Senator Wirth recently introduced a 
"wilderness compromise" bill of 750,000 
acres which omits any areas that could be 
drained; in other words, only headwater 
areas — more rock and ice — would be 
protected. In response. Representative Ben 
Nighthorse Campbell, whose West Slope 
district contains most of the threatened 
land, introduced another "compromise" bill 
of about 600,000 acres, and Armstrong intro- 
duced a 470,000 acre bill. The numbers just 
keep getting smaller. 

Three years ago, when I worked with 
emotionally disturbed children, I used to 
give them "choices": "Either you go to bed 
now or you lose your special privileges to- 
morrow. You decide." From the kids' per- 
spective, neither was attractive, and they 
usually followed the rules. Now I see CEC 
and other Colorado environmental groups 
acting as powerless as my former wards, but 
for no good reason. Given the choice be- 
tween a bill that would destroy over 3 million 
acres (Wirth's) and one that would destroy 
almost everything (Armstrong’s), they have 
latched on to Wirth's bill as if it were a gift 
from the gods. Even more bizarre, some 
mainstream leaders have publicly stated that 


This new road to the top of Arizona's Mount Graham, built last fall, cuts through the heart of an 
old-growth spruce-fir ecosystem, critical habitat for the endangered Mt. Graham Red Squirrel and a 
variety of other endemic species. If allowed to continue, the University of Arizona will cut most of 
the remaining trees in this photo as part of several large pads to be cleared for telescopes. This area 
is off limits to the general public ($500 fine if you're caught), so as not to disturb the squirrels. 


Campbell's "compromise" is acceptable! 
Presumably, if someone else suggested sav- 
ing just one acre in. a suburb of Denver, some 
mainstream environmental leader would 
start praising Armstrong's bill. 

The Future 

Meanwhile, EF! has developed a 13 
million acre Wilderness proposal that in- 
cludes restoring damaged areas and includes 
BLM land (for which the fight is at least a year 
off). But the debate (like the land) has al- 
ready been severely skewed away from any 
ecological balance, and we have not had 
time to publicize our proposal sufficiently. 

The situation now looks grim; even 
Wirth's terrible proposal is not likely to pass 
intact. The mainstream leaders (the ones 
with salaries and "credibility'') need to wake 
up and smell the gasoline, sawdust and 
cowshit. A day spent bargaining in any 
Mideastem or Latin American op>en market 
(if you want to buy something for a dollar, 
you first propose getting it for a dime ...) 
might help some of them achieve their tiny 
1.2millionacrepiop>osal, assuming that's all 
they really want. Some EFlers with organiz- 
ing skills and no high visibility in EF! should 
form another group, modeled after the 
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance and the 
Alliance for the Wild Rockies. Such a group 
could propose a compromise between EF! 
and the CEC that would protect all the re- 
maining wild acres, but without much road 
and dam removal. Out-of-state representa- 
tives, such as Wayne Owens (D-UT), Peter 
Kostmayer (D-PA), or Robert Mrazek (D-NY), 
could be persuaded to spxmsor a real Colo- 
rado Wilderness bill. 

The hegemony of state delegations over 
federal lands within their states is fading 
with the passage of Tongass National Forest 
(Alaska) reform legislation, the movement of 
Yellowstone wolf legislation, and the "na- 
tionalizing" of the Northwest's Ancient For- 
ests, all over the strenuous objections of 
parochial senators. Even without passage, a 
4.5 million acre bill sitting in Congress 
would lend a note of ecological sanity to the 
debate. 

The question remains: Why do EFlers 
have to tell professionals how to affect legis- 
lation ...? 


Michael Robinson is a Colorado EF! activist 
and frequent contributor to the Journal. 


A Case Study in Mismanagement 


The California 
(Virginia) Timber Sale 

by R. F. Mueller and Crickett Hammond 

With all ecosystems under assault and 
the planet endangered by global warming, 
people everywhere are looking to forests for 
salvation — everywhere but in the US Forest 
Service that is. Still in the grip of a timeless 
bureaucracy locked in the sixties (when it 
discovered clearcutting), this agency contin- 
ues its policy of frenzied logging and disre- 
gard for the science of ecology. 

In the vanguard of this retreat from 
reality is the George Washington National 
Forest of Virginia and West Virginia. On 19 
April 1990 The Washington Post’s Matthew 
Lee quoted the Natural Resources Defense 
Council to the effect that of the 122 forest 
plans they had studied the George 
Washington's was the worst from an envi- 
ronmental standpoint. In this paper 
we document an area of biological diversity 
and archaeological importance which is part 
of the proposed California Timber Sale and 
in so doing expose instances of gross mis- 
management that threaten this area and the 
Forest in general. Our examples are typical of 
what is happening in Appalachian forests as 
a whole. We hope our experience will aid 
other activists in preserving and restoring 
natural forests everywhere. 

Nature of the Area 

The proposed California Umber Sale 
area lies in the drainage of Brattons Run 
between and on the flanks of North and 
Brushy Mountains about 10 miles southwest 
of Goshen, Virginia. Accessible by Route 
780, the area is contained in two compart- 
ments of the James River District. The sale is 
named after the nearest community, Little 
California, which was originally named after 
the parallel between a local "iron rush" and 
the California Gold Rush. Although no iron 
is mined now, the remains of this "iron 
culture" are scattered through the forest. 
The proposed sale is so controversial that it 
has attracted attention from the Regional 
Forest Headquarters in Atlanta and the 
Chief's office in Washington. As the issue 
has heated up, a number of upper echelon 
safaris to the area have enriched the airlines. 

Brattons Run Valley is a scenic corridor 
of expansive mountain slopes and lush 
streamside forests. Although roaded, the 
area presents numerous opportunities for 
solitude along Brattons Run and in the 
mountain forests. Just southwest of the sale 
area lies the recently designated Rich Hole 
Wilderness which is part of a larger roadless 
area that extends over Mill Mountain to the 
west. A large state Wildlife Management 
Area borders it on the east. Although much 
of the lower Brattons Run Valley is in private 
hands, most of the upper reach is under 
Forest Service ownership. 

The upland forests here are of the typi- 
cal dry oak-chestnut type, though American 
Chestnut is now confined to scattered dis- 
ease-reduced sprouts and saplings. The most 
abundant hardwoods of this forest are Black, 
Red, Scarlet, Chestnut, and White Oaks, with 
min or Red Maple, Tulip Tree and Black Gum. 
In some places White, Pitch and Virginia 
Pines are abundant. Understory trees, shrubs 
and ground cover on these shallow, stony 
and acid soils tend to be sparse, but heath 
family plants, dogwood and White Pine 
usually occur beneath the oaks. Trees in the 
uplands tend to grow slowly and conse- 
quently have low site indices. (Site index is 
equivalent to the number of feet the domi- 
nant trees in a stand grow in 50 years. Thus 
a tree that grows 60’ in 50 years has a site 
index of 60 in the area in which it grows. 
Technically each species has a distinct site 
index.) Upland site indexes tend to be 60 or 
less for the most abundant oaks. 

The bottomland forests along Brattons 
Run are far more diverse in major trees, 
understory, shrub layer and ground cover 
than is the upland forest. Here woody and 
herbaceous mesophytic species interfinger 
with heath plants and trees of the dry forest. 
The most abundant hardwoods are White 
Oak, Tulip Tree, Northern Red Oak and Black 
Oak. Less abundant but common are Shag- 
bark Hickory, American Beech, White Ash, 
American Sycamore and Red and Sugar 
Maples. White Pine and Eastern Hemlock are 
the most common evergreens but large Pitch 
Pines and smaller Virginia Pines also occur. 
White Pine in particular attains large sizes. 
Although most trees in this forest are proba- 
bly less than 100 years old, many of the 
White Pines exceed 30 inches in diameter at 
breast height. The understory and shrub 
layer includes Flowering Dogwood, Iron- 
wood ( Ostrya ), Blue Beech ( Carpinus ), Spice 
Bush, rhododendron, Blackhaw Viburnum, 


Mountain Laurel, and Coralberry. Since a 
number of these plants require different 
growing conditions, their presence illus- 
trates the site diversity here. 

This diversity is in part a result of the 
presence of numerous perennial cold springs 
which feed into Brattons Run and give rise to 
wetland plant communities with such sp>e- 
cies as Marsh Marigold ( Caltha palustris) and 
Grass of Parnassus ( Pamassia asarifolia). 
Marsh Marigold is generally regarded as a dis- 
junct northern spades here requiring persis- 
tent cool, boggy conditions. In adjacent 
areas of less moist soils occur such plants as 
Stonecrop ( Sedum ternatum), toothworts 
( Dentaria sp.), gaywings (Polygala), bellworts 
(Uvularia sp.), Wild Ginger (Asarum canad- 
ense), and in the driest situations Moccasin 
Flower (Cypripedium acaule), Iris vema and 
Galax ( Galax aphylla), the latter a Southern 
Appalachian species near the northern limit 


of its range. A number of small evergreen 
heath and similar plants such as Teaberry 
(< Jaulthera procumbens), Trailing Arbutus (Ep- 
igaea repens), and Partridgeberry ( Michella 
repens) occur with a variety of mosses and 
lichens under the most add conditions. An 
abundance of ferns, some very large, occur 
throughout the moister areas. 

The wild ambiance of the Brattons Run 
bottomland and the clear rushing stream 
create a wilderness atmosphere in miniature. 
In places, large hardwoods, pines or hem- 
locks lean over the sun-dappled riffles or cut 
banks where trout lie. Some of the large 
beeches show conspicuous Black Bear terri- 
torial scratch marks. 

Although simpler in character than 
those of the bottomland, the upland forests 
make their own contributions to the regional 
ecology. In the proprosed unit four clearcut, 
the uneven-aged forest has two major com- 
pronents, a population of small trees in the 
ten inch diameter range and one of much 
larger trees, frequently with large spreading 
crowns, ind icating attainment of maturity in 
a very op>en forest. Asa whole the forest here 
consists of the standard upland sp>ecies re- 
ferred to earlier; however, many of the larger 
trees create outstanding wildlife habitat 
("wildlife trees" in FS parlance) since many 
are hollow or afford prime nesting sites for 
large raptors or other birds or animals that re- 
quire such increasingly rare amenities in the 
cutover Appalachians. Thus although the 
forest here is relatively unproductive from a 
timber standpoint, it possesses considerable 
vertical and horizontal structure for shelter 
as well as food capabilities from large mast- 
producing oaks. 

In addition to the outstanding ecologi- 
cal qualities of the sale area it is also rich in 
archaeological deposits. Some of these relate 
to the iron mining prior to 1900 when most 
of the forest was cut for charcoal and the now 
extinguished communities were established . 
Most significant, however, is the evidence of 
prehistoric Indian campsites in the form of a 
variety of stone artifact deposits. 

History of the Proposal -Put On Your Boots 

Virtually everything that the Forest 
Service and the state agencies have proposed 
or done regarding this sale is counter to 
ecology and economics. Consider some 
details: 

The project area of this timber sale in- 
volves 2077 acres in two compartments. The 
proposed immediate sale is for commercial 
timber on 158 acres and selected products 
(firewood) on 42 acres with associated roads. 


Of this by far the most is scheduled as 
clearcuts with minor thinning and group 
selection cuts. However the latter would 
occur in particularly sensitive areas in the 
river bottomland. The sale was proposed in 
April 1 988 and was immediately appealed by 
several citizens including one of us (C. 
Hammond). All appeals were rejected. Ac- 
cording to the Decision Notice of the Sale by 
Forest Supervisor George Kelley, "There are 
no known unique resources within the proj- 
ect area" and "There are no apparent adverse 
cumulative or secondary effects [of the 
sale]." 

Since the rejection of citizen appjeals the 
California Timber Sale and its administrative 
course have been subject to intense monitor- 
ing and documentation by Earth First! and 
others, particularlyJimLoeselof the Citizens 
Task Force on National Forest Management. 
EF! has concentrated on ecological asprects 


while others have stressed visual quality and 
archaeology. This activity disclosed the sale 
area's outstanding ecological features, its 
archaeological deposits and a tangled skein of 
mismanagement by the Forest Service, the 
Virginia Department of Game and Inland 
Fisheries, and other agencies. 

Although the environmental assess- 
ment (EA) projects a benefit/cost ratio of 
1.22, this is likely a consequence of "cook- 
ing" the books. They have made so many 
alterations in the original proposal in forced 
response to citizen monitoring that few of 
the original figures can be valid. One ex- 
ample is a new estimate of a 38% higher cost 
for a half mile of road reconstruction. An- 
other is the deletion of a portion of clearcut 
#4 which would have resulted in a destruc- 
tive and costly stream crossing. According to 
the Freddies this clearcut had been planned 
to cross the stream at this proint to "increase 
the edge" (don't rotate too fast Aldo!). Then 
in a clumsy response to our discovery of the 
wetland plant communities, they removed a 
part of the bottomland thinning unit that 
contained them from the sale. (They had to 
paint over previously marked trees!) 

These alterations resulted from two 
Earth FiTsti-led field triprc — one of which 
included the Supervisor. Not surprisingly, as 
late as 24 April 1990 neither the FS nor the 
State were acquainted with even the general 
character of the wetlands. On the critical 
belated field trip the FS biologists and hy- 
drologists did their first botanical survey and 
soil sampling and discovered typical wetland 
soils. So much for the required surveys for 
rare and endangered species that should 
precede timber sales. But the plot thickens. 

Since Unit 8 , which contains the wet- 
lands, is classified as a "thinning unit" it's 
fair to ask what would be thinned. If we 
consider only economic forestry and for the 
moment forget about ecology, thinning 
should remove unhealthy but commercial 
trees, culls and some proorly located or infe- 
rior growing stock. However the instructions 
in the EA for this unit read "markers should 
favor oak and remove White Pine, Yellow 
Pine and lesser value hardwoods." ("Yellow 
Pine" includes Pitch and Virginia Pine). Bear 
in mind that about five spiecies of oak domi- 
nate the uplands, whereas this is a far more 
diverse bottomland forest of very limited 
extent but with high site indices for White 
Pine and a variety of hardwoods. Although 
some of the White Pines exceed 30 inches at 
breast height, many marked trees are much 
smaller, in the 22 inch range, and obviously 
have not reached economic maturity for this 


long-lived, fast growing conifer. 

This then seems to be a clear case of that 
bane of good timber management, “high 
grading, " or the removal of good growing or 
seed stock for quick profit, in this case to 
improve the benefit/cost ratio of the total 
sale. Then too the future economics of this 
stand will scarcely be improved by targeting 
for removal species that are least vulnerable 
to the impending Gypsy Moth onslaught 
and favoring the oaks which are most vulner- 
able and in any case are abundant on the 
uplands. 

The removal of good growing stock is 
even more blatant in the "group selection 
cuts" of Unit 9, where minl-clearcuts of up to 
five acres are slated to remove oaks and Tulip 
Trees not fifty years old on high site index 
bottomland sites. Thus even from a simplis- 
tic economic standpoint this sale represents 
a squandering of future stands of valuable 
timber for low value prole timber, pulp wood 
and small saw logs. 

Poor economic forestry is accompanied 
here by ecosystem abuse. The existing diver- 
sity of the bottomland mixed-hardwood- 
conifer system represents ecological stability 
in the face of large scale disturbances such as 
Gypsy Moth and other insect outbreaks. If 
the oaks decline, other mast-producing trees 
such as beech and hickory remain for wild- 
life. The large White Pines, Eastern Hem- 
locks and hardwoods impart vertical and 
horizontal structure that cannot be dupli- 
cated by smaller trees. They also produce 
large windfalls that enrich the forest floor. 
The Brattons Run riparian zone is an ecologi- 
cal unit and the decision to allow logging on 
the dryer parts is unpardonable since it con- 
sists largely of segments between the wet- 
lands and the stream which are sensitive and 
have a potential for archaeological sites. 

_ Earth First! regrets that this "compro- 
mise" has been approved by the state and 
some citizens and we will continue to opprose 
it. We also opprose the clearcutting of non- 
economic prole timber and pulpwood in the 
upland forest units such as number four 
since removal of small trees will subject large 
"wildlife trees" to wind throw and leave a 
devastated landscape with little attraction to 
species otherwise likely to use these trees for 
nesting. 

Mismanagement in the California Tim- 
ber Sale area by the US Forest Service is 
complemented by that of the state agencies, 
such as the Department of Game and Inland 
Fisheries, which have a mandate to protect 
fish and wildlife habitat. It appears that their 
overview in this case consisted of electro- 
shocking Brattons Run to Inventory trout 
and attempting half-heartedly to mitigate 
the effects of tree removal on that stream by 
requiring the Freddies to leave some shade 
trees on the bank. They readily agreed to a 
ridiculous 35 foot "vehicle exclusion zone" 
with cutting permitted to the stream edge as 
long as the logs are winched out! They 
expressed no interest in the wetlands or 
other flora or fauna. They are carrying out 
similar prollcies on adjacent state lands they 
administer. 

One final mismanagement tidbit: when 
the Freddies surveyed the proprosed Califor- 
nia Timber Sale area for archaeological evi- 
dence of prehistoric Indians in 1987, they 
found nothing. However, in April of this 
year they again explored the area in respronse 
to a request from a citizen, James Davis, who 
called their attention to a Late Archaic 
Savannah River site on nearby private land. 
This time four sites containing a variety of 
stone artifacts were found in the sale area. 
Now- will they continue to explore this area 
for more sites and will they develop a com- 
prehensive protection plan? Not on a bet! 
They've decided to continue with the sale 
right to the edge of the known sites and in 
areas with protential for other sites. 

Recommendations 

The entire California Umber Sale pro- 
prosal should be dropped. The sale would 
disrupt a sensitive bottomland ecosystem — 
which is of a typ>e that covers a relatively 
small amount of area in these forests, is a 
locus of biodiversity, and provides rich forag- 
ing. It would also devastate upland habitat 
and jeopardize imprortant archaeological 
sites. In economic terms the proprosed cut- 
ting of immature growing and seed stock in 
this sale squanders future stands of public 
forest and taxpayer funds. 

We recommend that all National Forest 
lands on both sides of Brattons Run covering 
the riparian zone bottomland as well as adja- 
cent uplands be made a special management 
area and be allowed to revert to mature 
forest. The Forest Service has proprosed a 
"Highlands Scenic Tour" which would pass 
through this area and which is designed to 
continued on page 10 
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Puna, Hawaii, resident is locked to True Geothermal's gate with two kryptonite locks. New York Earth Firstler Tom Carney hangs a banner on a True Geothermal drill rig 

in Hawaii's Wao Kele O Puna rainforest, February 1990. 


Activists Defend Hawaii's Last Rainforest 


It has now been a year since the road 
into Wao Kele O Puna Rainforest on Hawaii's 
Big Island was bulldozed. [See back issues.] 
Since then we have kept True Geothermal 
Company to less than 20 acres, persuaded 
PG&E Generating Co. to pull their develop- 
ment bid, slowed the drilling with lawsuits, 
caused a significant split in Hawaiian politics 
over geothermal power (County and State 
resolutions against geothermal), and mobi- 
lized the Hawaiian and national public. True 
Geothermal's activities in the forest have 
been temporarily halted by an archaeologi- 
cal study: lava tubes in the forest are ancient 
burial sites. 

The last round of demonstrations, in 
June, included sailing from the Big Island to 
Oahu via Kaho’olawe and Maui on 
Greenpeace’s flagship, the Rainbow Warrior, 
with a banner reading, HAWAII: THE 
WORLD IS WATCHING, SAVE WAO KELE O 
PUNA! Greenpeace's tropical forest cam- 
paign has helped internationalize this issue 
of rainforest destruction here in the United 
States. 

Another action took place at the Uni- 
versity of Hawaii in Honolulu during the 
WILD Conference. The University is serving 
as a research and promotional tool for geo- 
thermal energy. The University's scientists 
publicly promote geothermal as the answer 
to global warming and demote the value of 
the forest. 

Next we went to the Ormat geothermal 
site for an official ceremony declaring the old 
HGP-A geothermal plant a disaster instead of 
the "geothermal success story" that the State 
claims it is. The Big Island Rainforest Action 
Group went to True's gate with weeds in 
hand from alongside the road [to remind 
people that roads into the rainforest facili- 
tate the invasion of exotic plants] . Over 150 
people gathered for the silent vigil, songs, 
and speeches. Activists from around the 
world, including Dave Foreman, reminded 
us that this type of action is necessary to 
defend what is left of the Earth's wild places. 
A strong connection was made between the 
struggle of native Hawaiians here and that of 
the natives of Sarawak, Malaysia. A local 
protester locked himself to the gate, True's 
Berlin Wall, with two kryptonite locks. 
True's workers spent hours cutting apart 
their expensive fence to remove him and 
open the gate. The Hilo police have told the 
developers that they will no longer be their 
personal security force. The day did end, 
however, with 8 of us arrested — 5 for tres- 
passing and 3 for obstruction. 

With the local protests drawing na- 
tional attention to the plight of the Puna 
Rainforest, Senator Inouye (D-HI) recently 
took the Senate floor in a desperate attempt 
to discredit the Rainforest Action Network 
and plead for a $15 million subsidy for the 


geothermal developers. He's on the defen- 
sive because we succeeded in keeping Gover- 
nor Waihe'e's geothermal subsidy out of the 
FY 91 House Appropriations Bill. In mid July 
Inouye did manage to slide a reduced request 
of $5 million into the Senate version of FY 9 1 
appropriations. This money is extremely 
important to any geothermal development 
in Hawaii. Greenpeace, Friends of the Earth, 
Environmental Action, and Sierra Club are 
working to introduce an amendment to the 
bill that would strike the geothermal alloca- 
tion. The Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund has 
filed a lawsuit against the federal govern- 
ment for failing to conduct a federal EIS. 
[With 1 1 federal agencies involved and over 
$30 million already allocated for geothermal 
research and development, the 
government’s failure to do an environ- 
mental impact statement is a clear violation 
of the National Environmental Policy Act.] 

Mainland efforts now will focus on 
potential geothermal/cable project inves- 
tors, builders, and engineers. A consortium 
of California-based energy companies is 
negotiating with the Hawaiian Electric 
Company (encouraged by the State of Ha- 
waii). The consortium is led by Mission 
Power Engineering Company, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Southern California 
Edison, and California Energy Company, a 
co-sponsor of Earth Day 1990! Also involved 
are tropical timber traders Mitsubishi and 
Sumitomo. If contracts are signed, the con- 
sortium will likely buy the steam that True 
Geothermal is exploring for right now in 
Wao Kele O Puna, as well as plow across the 
Big Island and Maui with transmission lines 
connected by a yet to be built undersea cable. 

What you can still do: Take a break 
from Redwood Summer and go to the Big 
Island. ..Bodies and bucks are needed more 
than ever. A call is out for extreme actions on 
behalf of the Puna forest and local residents, 
and legal assistance to help with lawsuits and 
criminal charges for protesters. 

Also, participate in the protest against 
the International Symposium on Geother- 
mal Energy (the World Bank geothermal 
meeting) August 20-24 at the Kona Surf 
Hotel, on the Big Island. Call the Big Island 
RAG at (808) 966-7622 for details. 

Protest the conference promoters, Geo- 
thermal Resources Council, and co-sponsors 
of the conference, including Hawaii's De- 
partment of Business and Economic Devel- 
opment, Campbell Estates, and True Geo- 
thermal Energy Company. Write a letter, 
call, or fax-in a statement in opposition to 
the Council’s support for geothermal energy 
in Hawaii. The Symposium on Geothermal 
Energy is a direct assault on Native Hawaiian 
religion, as well as a promotional tool for the 
demise of a rainforest. For Pele practitioners, 
any geothermal drilling is a violation of a 


deity, and a threat to Kilauea's sacred forests. 
Demand that Mr. Anderson make a formal 
apology for holding such an event, and 
truthfully inform the international develop- 
ment companies of the geologic risks, eco- 
nomic problems and ecological ramifica- 
tions this industry faces in Hawaii. Because 
tne 60U MW project will not replace oil 
imports and the burning of fossil fuel, geo- 
thermal energy will not reduce Hawaii's air 
pollution, nor curb the greenhouse effect. 
Conservation in both the electricity and 
transportation sectors is needed. David 
Anderson, Executive Director Geothermal 
Resources Council POB 1350, Davis, CA 
95617-1350 FAX (916) 758-2839 

Additionally, California Energy 
Company's true colors must be shown. As a 
member of.the Earth Day Advisory Council, 
Cal. Energy's CEO Charles Condy said that 
"In order to halt the greenhouse effect and 
clean up the smog-filled air that rests above 
our cities, we must begin to use our energy 


In late June the Missouri Department of 
Conservation purchased a 975 acre tract that 
is part of an 8000 acre forest from greedy 
corporate types who wanted to turn the tract 
into shopping centers and homes for the 
upwardly mobile. This land, known as Forest 
44 because it borders Interstate 44, is south- 
west of St. Louis and is the first natural area 
past the gateway to the West. It is also the 
closest large "green" area to a major metro- 
politan city in the United States. 

Friends of Forest 44 had been fighting 
this battle for years and local EF!ers joined 
over two years ago when they proclaimed 
Forest 44 a "Wild Area" and promised to 


Mismanagement . . 

continued from page 9 

allow them to boast about their manage- 
ment projects such as clearcutting. Includ- 
ing the ecological features of the Brattons 
Run undisturbed Special Management Area 
would give them something authentic to 
boast about. 

What You Can Do 

This timber sale has attracted atten- 
tion in Atlanta and Washington. Write 
John Alcock, Regional Forester, US Forest 
Service, 1720 Peachtree Road, NW, At- 
lanta, Georgia 30367; and F. Dale 
Robertson, Chief US Forest Service, POB 
96090, Washington, DC 20090. Tell them 
this sale must be dropped on ecological, 
archaeological and economic grounds if 
the Forest Service is to salvage any credi- 
bility. Also write your representative, US 


more efficiently and move quickly towards a 
more diversified energy mix, taking maxi- 
mum advantage of clean, renewable re- 
sources such as geothermal, solar and wind. " 
But, they have only expressed interest in 
large geothermal energy projects. In Hawaii 
this is an expensive and toxic pursuit that 
precludes any serious investment in solar, 
wind and energy conservation projects. 
Write to Charles Condy, CEO, California 
Energy Company, 601 California St. Suite 
900, San Francisco, CA 94108. Urge him to 
make energy efficiency a priority in his 
company's quest for environmentally sound 
energy practices. Remind him that geother- 
mal development in the Puna Rainforest is 
dangerous and destructive. Encourage him 
to withdraw their bid for the 500 MW geo- 
thermal/cable project. For more information 
contact the Rainforest Action Network, 415- 
398-4404 

— Annie Szvetecz, Rainforest Action 
Network > 


defend it. Last year EF!ers, who called them- 
selves the New James Gang, in a daring 
midnight ascent of a lighted Jesse James 
billboard off 1-44, unfurled a huge banner 
which read "Save Forest 44 — Earth First!" 
The banner lasted for over a week in foil view 
of July 4th holiday-goers (see EF! Journal, 8- 
89). 

The night before the Conservation 
Department’s purchase was made public, 
Ellen Alton, president of Friends of Forest 44, 
called an EF! organizer with the news: "We 
won. It takes all kinds. Thanks." 

— Orin Langelle, Big River EF! 


House of Representatives, Washington DC 
20515; and senators, US Senate, Washing- 
ton, DC 20510. 
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LATE-BREAKING NEWS The California 
Timber Sale was awarded to the highest bid- 
der in late July. EF! and Virginians for Wil- 
derness are planning a demonstration to 
blockade the road when equipment is 
brought in. They are going to need help. 
Please call Crickett Hammond at 703-997- 
0055 or Bob Mueller at 703-885-6983. 


Nature Wins One in MO 


Page 10 Earth Firstl August 1, 1990 






RV Yahoos Threaten Denali National Park 


by Gary Bennett and Joe Carmlchiel 

Alaska's Denali National Park and Pre- 
serve is facing new threats due to private 
lands deep inside the six million acre Park 
Service unit. Earlier this summer, Dan 
Ashbrook, a landowner of Kantishna, a small 
settlement 90 miles into the Park, demanded 
that the National Park Service (NPS) open the 
sole Park road to private vehicles to allow 
them access to the RV park he plans to open. 
The Park road is the only route into Kan- 
tishna and has been open exclusively to 
shuttle and tour bus traffic since 1972. Three 
other lodge operations at Kantishna have 
abided by an informal agreement with Park 
administrators to provide shuttle bus service 
for their guests. 

A 1973 study cited by the Park Service 
indicates that shuttle buses have less impact 
on wildlife than do private vehicles. Shuttle 
passengers are not permitted off the bus 
when viewing wildlife and are not permitted 
to harass animals. The study also indicated 
that animals do not frequent roadside habi- 
tat with increased private vehicle use. Under 
the present shuttle system, visitors regularly 
view Grizzly Bear, Gray Wolves, Caribou, 
Moose, and Dali Sheep near the road. 

After reviewing ANILCA, the Alaska 
National Interest Lands Conservation Act, 
which gives landowners unhindered access 
to their property, Park superintendent Russ 
Berry announced that RVs destined for Kan- 
tishna were now permitted on the Park road. 
Ashbrook has begun construction on the RV 
pork and plans to have over 200 spaces. The 
prospect of hundreds of RVs on the narrow 
winding mountainous Park road prompted 
Berry to say that he will close the Park road to 
buses if the situation gets dangerous, as it 
surely will later this summer when the Kan- 
tishna RV park goes into full operation. Such 
a move would effectively close the Park to 
everyone except Kantishna RV customers 
and leave wildlife in peril. When private 
vehicles were allowed on the road for one 
weekend several years ago, a Dali Sheep was 
killed in a hit and run accident. When 
Grizzlies in Denali encounter humans, they 
are often classified as "problem bears" and 
either drugged and relocated or eliminated 
(executed) . Human/bear conflicts will surely 
increase if RV drivers run the road unsuper- 
vised. 

In a series of recent public meetings 
called to address the "crisis," superintendent 
Berry listed several possible solutions, in- 
cluding widening the Park road and/or pav- 
ing new roads into the Denali wilderness. 
Either of these moves would have a negative 
impact on the Park's biodiversity, which is 
already under pressure from the presence of 
over 500,000 visitors annually. Widening 
the Park road or building a new one would 
encourage more private vehicle traffic and 
development inside the Park. This would 
disrupt the annual migration of Caribou, 
whose numbers in the Park are down drasti- 
cally already. 

.Two other options proposed by the Park 
Service offer the opportunity to preserve the 
status quo and even expand the Denali Wil- 
derness. Changing ANILCA laws to prohibit 
private vehicles would quell the situation 
now, but a congressional buy-out of the 
private landholdings in Denali would ensure 
a long lasting solution. Such a buy-out seems 
the best option, but congressional funding is 
difficult to obtain. 

After the first few RVs began rolling 
down the Park road late in June, a group of 
EF! activists Joined seasonal employees to 
protest along the Park road. After receiving 
a "reading of the rules" by Park rangers, 25 
protesters lined the road and held signs read- 
ing "No RVs Please" and "Nuke Kantishna," 
while they passed out informational packets. 

If a federal buy-out isn't accomplished 
to convert Kantishna into Denali Wilder- 
ness, several highly destructive scenarios 
could ensue. At present, Kantishna owners 
could at any time sell out to developers. 
Shopping malls and Holiday Inns could be 
built deep inside Denali. 

The shear magnitude of Denali Na- 
tional Park and Preserve, about 6 million 
acres, the size of Massachusetts, makes an 
intact ecosystem so large it is only a dream 
for most of the lower 48 states. The Park, 
originally much smaller and called Mt. 
McKinley National Park, was established in 
1917 primarily to protect the large mammals 
that resided there, especially Dali Sheep. 
After small additions in 1922 and 32, the size 
of the Park tripled in 1980 with passage of 
ANILCA. The Park was then divided into 
three distinct management units. The origi- 
nal Mt. McKinley NP became the Denali 
Wilderness. The 1980 additions were desig- 
nated as either Denali National Park or 


Denali National Preserve. 

The classifications differ mainly in the 
amount of protection given the fragile sub- 
arctic ecosystem. Campfires, airplanes, and 
snowmobiles are prohibited in the Wilder- 
ness, but allowed in other areas. All firearms 
and hunting are prohibited in the Wilder- 
ness. Subsistence hunting is permitted in the 
the Park and Preserve sections, and sp>ort 
hunting is allowed on Preserve land. A fall 
visit to Denali affords the visitor the chance 
to see one of the Park's natural inhabitants 
taken out, dead, tied to the roof of a car. 

A recent Alaskan court ruling has 
thrown Alaskan hunting laws into a legal 
limbo. The National Rifle Association and 
some Alaskan Republicans are pushing to 
have slob hunters from Fairbanks and An- 
chorage, some of whom earn over $100,000 
a year, classified as "subsistence" hunters. 
This would effectively open most National 
Park land in Alaskan to hunting by all Alas- 
kans, rather than Just the preoples that have 
traditionally relied on the areas for food. 

While Denali's popularity with tourists 
has increased dramatically in the last few 
years, the wilderness character remains in- 
tact. The only interruption in this vast wil- 
derness is the road to Kantishna and Wonder 
Lake. The only developments on this road, 
before Kantishna, are some small camp>- 
grounds, Park buildings, and one hotel near 
the Park entrance. The nature of the road has 
generally precluded development. 

Prior to 1930, the only road into the 
Park was a horse trail that went to the Savage 


by Ron Huber 

Picture densely populated forest: hairy 
vines thick as your arm twist around fur- 
rowed bark, sprouting great shiny leaves up 
the height of the trunk as it passes through 
multiple canopies of varying greens. 
Brightly colored birds and insects flutter 
from trunk to branch, while mammals and 
reptiles prowl below. Decaying plant and 
animal life provides a home for amphibians 
and more invertebrates. Fish dart through 
pools ... 

Amazonia? Sarawak? 

Try central Maryland's Fort Meade, a 
1^,000 acre military reservation slated for 
"decommissioning," whose ecosystems 
nourish the Patuxent River watershed, tribu- 
tary to the Chesapeake Bay. Forests, rivers, 
streams, swamps and marshes — a remainder 
of the Old Forest that once covered the Atlan- 
tic Coastal Plain — are home to Bobcat, fox, 
Beaver, eagles, Muskrat, Mink, Raccoons, 
weasels, skunks, deer and possum, as well as 
over 100 breeding bird species. This is an 
important part of the Atlantic Fly way, migra- 
tory route for much of North America's 
waterfowl; yet is only 18 miles from Wash- 
ington DC or Baltimore. 

Fort Meade is part of a large federal 
multi-agency complex, shared by the Army, 
NASA, Secret Service, National Park Service, 
Dept of the Interior, Dept of Agriculture, and 
the National Security Agency. A felicitous 
result of long-term federal ownership has 
been a degree of ecological integrity un- 
matched elsewhere on the Maryland Coastal 
Plain. Both upland and bottomland forests, 
as well as wooded swamps, provide nesting 
habitat for 18 of the 19 bird spades consid- 
ered "forest interior dwelling spedes" by the 

"...these areas constitute one of 
the largest contiguous forests on 
the eastern seaboard" 

Maryland Forest, Park and Wildlife Service. 
In combination, these areas constitute one of 
the largest contiguous forests on the eastern 
seaboard between Boston and Richmond. 

Upland forests here are mixed age 
stands dominated by beech and oak, with 
pines predominating in previously cleared 
areas. Bottomland forests are more varied, 
with Tulip Poplar, Pin Oak, sycamore, 
Sweetgum, and Red Maple. Most of the 
identified old-growth at Fort Meade is bot- 
tomland forest in the flood plain of the 
Patuxent and Little Patuxent Rivers. The 
Army's staff biologist at the fort says a full 
survey and inventory of forest types and the 
possible presence of threatened or endan- 
gered species is not yet done. An environ- 
mental impact statement has not yet been 
drafted. 

Many streams and pxmds drain the for- 
est and flood plain. About three miles of the 
Patuxent River and four miles of the Little 
Patuxent flow through the fort. Very little 


River, 14 miles from the Park’s eastern 
boundary. During the 1930s, a road was 
constructed to Wonder Lake and the then 
mining community of Kantishna, cutting 
from one side of the Park to the other. The 
road has not changed much since its comple- 
tion in 1938. Some sections are still only one 
lane wide with 700 foot drop-offs unpro- 
tected by guard rails. 

From 1938 to 1972, the entire road was 
op>en to private vehicles. During this period 
crowding was not a problem due to the 
inaccessible location of the Park. Prior to the 
1972 completion of Highway 3, which con- 
nects Fairbanks and Anchorage and is adja- 
cent to Denali, automobile access to the Park 
was almost non-existent. If you wanted to 
drive in Denali, you had to bring your car in 
on the train. 

To handle the increased visitor traffic 
after the opening of Highway 3, the NPS 
initiated a free shuttle bus service to ferry 
passengers in and out of the Park, and to 
Kantishna. This system has worked ex- 
tremely well. Dan Ashbrook's recently an- 
nounced intentions have disrupted the frag- 
ile status quo. 

The Park Is also threatened on other 
fronts. Other than a few short trails near the 
Denali Hotel, the Park has no formal trail 
system. Superintendent Berry has made 
moves toward developing a trail system. 
This would disrupt the wildness of the Park. 

Hearings are being held soon to develop 
a management plan for the south side of the 
Park, which is presently almost totally unde- 


attention has been paid to aquatic, riparian 
and hyprerheic habitats, though the water- 
shed is known to be a spawning area for shad 
and herring. 

In 1988 Congress passed, and the Presi- 
dent signed, the Military Base Closure and 
Realignment Act (Public Law 100-526). This 
law mandates the closure of military bases 
deemed irrelevant to "national security," 
and their transfer to known military owner- 
ship. The law directs the military to dispose 
of such properties for the best possible price. 
Before making any decision, however, the 
military is required to “consult" state and 
local governments concerning best uses of 
former bases. 

Fort Meade was created by the Army 
around 1 920 as a training facility for combat 
infantry and reservists bound for European 
battles. With the declining likelihood of a 
European war, Fort Meade was put on the list 
of Army bases to be closed. The National 
Security Agency, which occupies the north- 
western comer of the fort, will stay on after 
the closure. 

In 1988, the Army Corps of Engineers 
organized the Fort Mead Coordinating 
Council, a 30 member committee, to study 
the options for post-army disposition. 
Committee members included both US sena- 
tors from Maryland, state delegates, county 
executives and others. 

Over the course of a year, they looked at 
proposals ranging from a Maryland ORV 
group's plan to "responsibly" (!) enjoy the 
forests; a Massachusetts company's plan to 
create a large-scale trash incinerator and 
landfill; a plan to create new US Postal Serv- 
ice facilities; two plans to create "rural 
towns" of up to 10,000 homes, shopping 
malls and office space; and a US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) plan to take the land 
over as an adjunct to their neighboring 
Patuxent Wildlife Research Center. 

The Army's Highest and Best Use Study 
called for a 6500 home “new town" complete 
with a hotel and 7.8 million square feet of 
office and warehouse space. To the Army's 
surprise and chagrin, the Coordinating 
Council, chaired by retired Army Colonel 
Alfred Shehab, voted unanimously to recom- 
mend transfer of all 9000 acres of Fort Meade 
up for disposal (NSA keeps a portion) to the 
Fish and Wildlife Service, at little or no cost. 

Explaining their decision, County Ex- 
ecutive O. James Lighthizer said, "We need 
more development in that area like we need 
a hole in our heads!" He was joined by other 
neighboring county executives who called it 
a "historical opportunity" to preserve an 
intact wild ecosystem. According to the 
Washington Post, county officials plan to try 
to fend off development schemes by rezon- 
ing the land from its current permitted den- 
sity of 1 house per 5 acres to 1 house p>er 20 
acres. 

The Army quickly huffed that the coun- 
cil had advisory capacity only and its deci- 
sions were not binding. Gary Paterson, who 


veloped. Any intrusions at all into this half 
of the Park must be avoided. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

Write Alaska's members of Congress, 
members of the House Appropriation 
Committee’s Subcommittee on Intericr, 
members of the House Interior and Insui zr 
Affairs Committee's Subcommittee on 
National Parks and Public Lands, and your 
own representative and senators. Tell 
them you support a buy-out of private 
inholdings within the Park. All represen- 
tatives at US House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC 20515; senators are at 
Senate, DC 20510. 

•Alaska delegation: Representative Don 
Young; Senator Frank Murkowski, Senator 
Ted Stevens 

•Interior Subcommittee, Sidney Yates 
•Public Lands Subcommittee, Bruce Vento 

Write Superintendent Berry. Tell him 
you oppose any development on the south 
side of the Park and any plans to develop 
a trail system. Tell him to keep the Park 
wild. 

*Supt. Russel Berry, NPS, Denali NP, AK 
99755 

Write Interior Secretary Manuel Lu- 
jan. Tell him you support the federal take- 
over of game management on federal 
lands in Alaska. Also tell him you oppose 
hunting and trapping of any kind on 
National Park lands. 

•Secretary Manuel Lujan, Dept of Interior, 
Washington, DC 20240 


heads the base closure office of the Army 
Corps of Engineers, peevishly insists, "My 
Job is to sell that property to generate reve- 
nue. If the government doesn't buy it, then 
we can sell it in private bids or at auction." 

The FWS proposal to include Fort 
Meade in the National Wildlife Refuge Sys- 
tem cited three laws to Justify a no-cost 
transfer: 


"The Federal Property Act 
stipulates that surplus federal 
property be used for wildlife 
conservation if not needed by 
an agency." 

1) The Military Base Closure and Realign- 
ment Act of 1988 (PL 100-526) 

2) The Federal Property and Administrative 
Services Act of 1949 (40 USC 471-535) 

3) The Transfer of Certain Real Property for 
Wildlife Conservation Act of 1948 (16 USC 
667b-667d). 

The Federal Property Act stipulates that 
surplus federal property be used for wildlife 
conservation if no longer needed by an 
agency. The Transfer of Certain Real Prop- 
erty Act says that surplus government prop- 
erty valuable to the national Migratory Bird 
Program can be transferred to the Interior 
Department without reimbursement or 
transfer of funds. 

In addition, the Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources has designated the area 
south of Route 198 (most of Fort Meade) as a 
Geographic Area of Particular Concern 
(GAPC). The state is required to designate 
and protect GAPCs by regulations under the 
Federal Coastal Management Act. Adjoining 
lands of the Patuxent Wildlife Research 
Center are also included in the GAPC desig- 
nation. 

Protection of the area would support 
the objectives of the North American Water- 
fowl Management Plan by providing nest- 
ing, feeding and wintering habitat for water- 
fowl. It would also support the goals of the 
Chesapeake Bay Critical Areas Program, as 
wetlands, flood plain forests and upland 
forests provide habitat for Bay area species 
and serve to protect the clarity and health of 
the Chesapeake and tidal Patuxent. A "de- 
veloped" Fort Meade would lose its ability to 
store floodwater, recharge groundwater, 
reduce siltation and recycle nutrients ema- 
nating from sewage treatment plants up- 
stream on the Patuxent. 

The Army had originally hoped to make 
a quick, uncontroversial sale of the forests of 
Fort Meade to developers, recouping shut- 
down costs, and serving as a model for the 
decommissioning process. The unantici- 
pated opposition has thrown a wrench into 
their plans. A fire at the Base Closure office 
in Washington has destroyed many of their 
records. An environmental impact state- 
ment is belatedly in the works. 

continued on page 12 
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Central Valley EF! Exposes 
Log Exports 

As the policemen caressed their riot 
sticks and the media folks salivated, Joseph 
"madman'' Malki ran amok with a grotesque 
cardboard chainsaw, on which were painted 
the evil letters "MAXXAM," slaying cos- 
tumed human trees, causing them to topple 
across the railroad tracks, groaning as they 
were felled. So concluded a successful dem- 
onstration against log exports at the Port of 
Sacramento, California, on June 7, the first 
action organized by the newly formed Cen- 
tral Valley Earth First! 

We gathered that morning at the Har- 
bor Boulevard overpass in West Sacramento, 
300 yard s from where more logs are exported 
to Japan, Korea, and China, than from any- 
where else in California. Over 40 million 
board feet of timber plus a vast amount of 
wood chips are lost to foreign destinations 
from the Port of Sacramento each year. We 
hoisted banners reading "Stop Log Exports" 
and "Exporting Logs is Exporting Jobs” 
above the guard rails, visible from the free- 
way below. Some folks were dressed as trees 
and passed out literature. Others wore urban 
camouflage — a Suit and tie. (Even yuppies 
dislike log exports!) 

Response from the freeway was tremen- 
dous. Many passing truck drivers honked in 
approval; a few flipped us off. Some people 
exited the freeway and Joined us, including 
an irate woman who had seen too many log 
trucks drive by her place of work, en route to 
the dock. We were even given 20 bucks to 
pass on to Darryl Chemey. 

By mid-morning, our festive demon- 
stration had swelled to nearly 100 partici- 
pants. We were matched pretty evenly by 
law enforcement personnel from 3 cities, a 
SWAT team, a bomb disposal squad (suppos- 
edly the export dock had received a bomb 
threat that morning), and a helicopter. One 
officer harassed us by sticking a video camera 
in our faces. Their overwhelming presence 
made it seem as if expressing our first amend- 
ment rights is a crime. 

The place was also swarming with 
media people. When we marched down to 
the Port and regrouped in front of a large 
stack of logs, the timber presented an ideal 
backdrop for the media to capture on film. 
After staging guerilla theater, including a 


chorus line of human trees singing "I don't 
want to go to Japan!, " we went home peace- 
fully, leaving the police and the media, who 
apparently expected something violent, 
shaking their heads. 

We received extensive local TV and 
national newspaper coverage. Our mission 
of exposing log exports was a success. Many 
people hadn't realized that those enormous 
stacks of logs are being shipped overseas, 
unmilled. Since our action, and several 
Redwood Summer actions, log exports have 
been the subject of local newspaper editori- 
als. 

People need to continue to be informed 
of the truth about log experts. Port officials 
used timber industry propaganda and 
contradicted our researched statistics, claim- 
ing that only 15 million board feet is ex- 
ported, and that these logs are only "excess 
low grade white fir, which wouldn't be 
milled here in the US anyway." Our surveil- 
lance indicates that Ponderosa Pine logs, 
some with over 200 years of growth rings, are 
present in the log yard as well. We must 
make them realize that "excess, low grade" 
White Fir makes beautiful forests when kept 
vertical! 

—Central Valley EF!, POB 73771, Davis, 
CA 95617 

Big Reed Pond Old-Growth 
Still Threatened 

ed. note: The following is from the summer 1990 
Glacial Erratic. PAW's important quarterly is 
available for $12.50 a year from RFD 1, Box 
530, N Stratford, NH 03590. 

A 1200 acre tract of mature and old- 
growth forest west of Big Reed Pond in Maine 
is still threatened by logging. This spring, the 
owners of the tract, the Pingree Heirs, agreed 
to delay logging while the Maine chapter of 
The Nature Conservancy inventoried the 
tract. 

The was inventory done, and some old- 
growth stands — notably Eastern Hemlock 
— were found. Unfortunately, a few old 
stumps were discovered, indicating that 
some logging was done long ago. Because of 
this, the tract cannot be strictly classed as 
"virgin." TNC has not yet decided whether 
to buy it anyway. 

The concept of "virgin forest" is inap- 
propriate in the logged over forests of the 


Appalachians. Even in the fragments that 
have never been logged, it is difficult to claim 
they are "virgin" because of a myriad of 
human-caused disturbances such as acid rain 
and other air pollution; the extirpation of 
native species such as Gray Wolf, Cougar, 
and Caribou; the spraying of insects in 
nearby areas; and the fragmentation of the 
vast forests of the East. 

It is thus counterproductive to rely on 
such arbitrary classifications. It is far more 
realistic to acknowledge that we have almost 
no protected "mature" forests in Maine, and 
that we desperately need them. The 1200 
acres west of Big Reed Pond provide us with 
an opportunity to protect a tract with old- 
growth qualities. This tract borders on the 
already protected old-growth surrounding 
Big Reed, and could serve as a valuable buffer 
to the old-growth. Although this tract has 
been slightly disturbed, it is still for closer to 
being "replacement old growth" than the 
massive clearcuts that characterize most of 
Maine's industrial forest. 

Please contact the Maine Nature 
Conservancy, 122 Main St, Topsham, ME 
04086-1221; 207-729-5181 and urge them 
to buy all 1200 acres immediately. Thank 
them for the great service they have pro- 
vided by protecting the 3800 acres of old- 
growth around Big Reed Pond. If you can 
afford to, contribute to the Conservancy 
as a show of support for this tract. We do 
not know when the land manager for the 
Pingree Heirs, Seven Islands, plans to cut 
the unprotected 1200 acres, but time and 
money are short. 

—Jamie Sayen, PAW 

Cuomo Backs Developers 

New York Governor Mario Cuomo has 
caved in to developers and local ruffians and 
shelved his commission's surprisingly good 
report on the future of the Adirondacks [see 
last issue]. The Adirondack Commission had 
the temerity to suggest that environmental 
considerations be paramount in the Park. In 
response, a rough bunch of Adirondack resi- 
dents, led by a developer from Long Island 
named Don Gerdtz, effectively intimidated 
state politicians by protesting and threaten- 
ing violence. 

Please tell Cuomo that, far from being, 
too strong, the Adirondack Commission's 
recommendations are not strong enough 
to fully protect Adirondack wildlands. 
Tell him he'll never win the Presidency if 
he sides with a minority of anti-wilderness 
fanatics against the majority in the state 
who favor wilderness protection. Write 
Governor Cuomo, State Capitol, Albany, 
New York 12224. 

Eschew Guinness? 

There is no Justice. Alas, it's true; the 
maker of the stout ‘gainst which all others are 
measured is part of the consortium behind 
the proposed Gleneagles development 
threatening the Lake Placid area of northern 
New York's Adirondack Park. Guinness and 
the other partners want to restore the Lake 
Placid Club facilities, and build housing 
units, a golf course, and other vile things 
adjacent to state forest, so as to attract afflu- 
ent tourists from throughout the world. 

A Guinness boycott — necessary if 
Guinness refuses to repent — would leave 
many activists thirsty. Guinness Import Co. 
in Stamford Connecticut recently an- 
nounced its agreement to purchase All Brand 
Importers Inc. and several of its premium 
beers, including Moosehead Premium Cana- 
dian Lager and Moosehead Light from Can- 
ada; Mexican lagers Dos Equis, Sol, and 
Superior; Clausthaler non-alcoholic malt 
beverage from West Germany; and Pilsner 
Urquell lager from Czechoslovakia. 

Northeast imbibers can replace their 
Irish stout with a Vermont porter: Cata- 
mount is a fine brew made by apparently 
decent locals. Swillers may even wish to 
contact the Catamount owners, urging them 
to run a "Bring Back the Catamount" adver- 
tising campaign — promoting Cougar recov- 
ery and their own beer at the same time. 

We need to let Guinness know how 
we feel. People who make such fine brew 
must be amenable to change! Write to 
Anthony Tennant, Chairman, Guinness 
PLC, 39 Portman Square, London W1H 
9HB, United Kingdom, and to Michael 
Hughes, President, Guinness Import Co., 6 
Landmark Square, Stamford, CT 06901. 
Call Guinness Import Co. 's toll-free 
number, 800-521-1591. 

We also need people throughout the 
country to write New York Governor 
Mario Cuomo. Insist that he oppose the 
Gleneagles development and that he pro- 
tect all remaining wildlands in the Adi- 
rondacks. Mario is at the State Capitol 
(Albany, New York 12224; 518-474-8390), 
though he may soon be on the campaign 
trail. 


Swords Into Wilderness . . . 


continued from page 1 1 

Still, sale of the land remains the Army's 
preferred option. The Office of Management 
& Budget (OMB) is studying Fort Meade as 
well. Given their strictly bottom line predis- 
position, approval of the army option ap- 
pears likely. 

Senator Paul Sarbanes (D-MD) and 
Representative Tom McMillen (D-4th) may 
try end runs around the bureaucrats. Sar- 
banes may insert a rider into the Defense 
Appropriations bill mandating a turnover of 
Fort Meade to FWS. McMillen is considering 
similar action. Should their strategy succeed, 
Fort Meade will be saved, much to the annoy- 
ance of bureaucrats at FWS's realty division, 
who prefer to go through "the process." 

Should they foil, then the final decision 
is up to our "environmentalist-in-chief" 
George Bush. If he listens only to the Army 
recommendation (money! money!) or the 
OMB (Jobs! Jobs!), then this singular survivor 
of pre-European coastal forest will die under 
a thousand bulldozers. 

If, however, enough humans commu- 
nicate their wishes to the president that 
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Fort Meade be preserved intact, perhaps he 
will seize this as an opportunity to earn 
some easy environmental points. So 
WRITE HIM, at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave 
NW, Washington DC 20500. Of course, 
this being a nearly post literate society, 
writing may be too much to ask, so why 
not call him? The White House Comments 
Line, 202-456-7639, is open and answered 
from 9am to 5pm, Eastern Standard Time. 
Remember, the guy is NOT a deep ecolo- 
gist. Appeal to his ifoserinstincts: Tellhim 
turning Fort Meade over to FWS will make 
him look like an environmentalist with- 
out having to spend a penny, will create 
the largest open space on the central East 
Coast . . . will help him get votes! 

For more information contact Che- 
sapeake Bay Earth First!, POB 184, Chesap- 
eake Beach, MD 20732; 301-855-2975. 

Ron Huber is a long-time EFler best known 
for his amazing tree-sitting actions in Oregon 
several years ago. He is now an EF! contact in his 
home bioregion on the East Coast. 


Incinerators Poison 
Everglades 

ed. note: The following is excerpted from The 
Pahayokee, the newsletter of Florida's newest 
Earth First! group: Everglades EF! (POB 557735, 
Miami, FL 33255; 305-662-9383). In this first 
issue, The Pahayokee also reports on a National 
Park Service proposal to build new 1-7 5 access 
points into Big Cypress National Preserve. These 
would facilitate ORV and hunter invasion of 
Panther habitat. Write letters of protest to 
Robert Baker, Southeast Regional Director, NPS, 
75 Spring St. SW, Atlanta, GA 30303. 

The incineration of medical and toxic 
wastes is an issue of vital concern for both 
humans and wildlife. Today at least 18 
medical waste incinerators are operating in 
Broward County alone. Medical waste incin- 
erators are especially harmful to ecosystems 
since they bum mostly plastics. When plas- 
tics are incinerated they break down into 
toxic compounds such as dioxins, furans, 
and heavy metals like mercury, lead, sele- 
nium, and cadmium. The toxic emissions 
are dispersed by air currents and contami- 
nate the air, soil, and water of our bioregion. 

Incineration is a wilderness issue be- 
cause mercury is poisoning the food chain in 
the eastern Everglades. In the past year, 
warnings have been issued to stop humans 
from eating Everglades Bass and Alligator 
due to mercury contamination. In July 1989, 
Panther #27 died in the Everglades of mer- 
cury poisoning — liver 1 10 ppm wet wt. In 
humans, this level of mercury "would cause 
death in 6 months to 3 years" ("Florida 
Panther Viability Analysis and Species Sur- 
vival Plan," US Fish & Wildlife Service, 
p.203). Panther 27’s death "raised concern 
about environmental contamination in the 
Everglades ecosystem and particularly the 
top level carnivores ... Preliminary results 
indicate that mercury contamination may 
be extensive in the Everglades segment of the 
[Panther] population, as well as in the Faka- 
hatchee Strand" (p.144). 

This spring, the Florida Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission tested Raccoons 
from the Shark River Slough to determine 
their mercury level. Raccoons are one of the 
principal prey bases of Florida Panthers who 
live in the eastern Everglades, including 
Shark River Slough, because deer, the cats' 
preferred prey, are scarce. If a Panther such 
as #27, who weighed 23 kilograms, ate a diet 
of Raccoon from the Shark River Slough, she 
would accumulate a toxic dose of mercury in 
only 87 days! (p.203) In Panthers, as in 
humans, mercury passes from mothers to 
unborn across the placenta and to newborn 
in milk. Like many toxics, mercury bioaccu- 
mulates as it travels up the food chain. 
Cadmium and lead “tend to travel with 
mercury" (p.203). Predators like the Panther 
at the top of the food chain become the 
living toxic dumps of the poisons released by 
incinerators. "Mercury poisoning has gone 
from a single point event (#27) to one with a 
number of animals showing mercury levels 
high enough for concern" (p.204). 

On 18 May 1990, Panther #39 was 
found dead in the Shark River Slough. Al- 
though this Panther's death was attributed 
to a chest infection caused by a puncture 
wound, tests performed in February, when 
he was first captured, revealed a high level of 
mercury. It is reasonable to conclude that an 
animal who is already under physiological 
stress due to mercury poisoning maybe’ more 
vulnerable to infection. 

Incineration is also a human social Jus- 
tice issue, because all Florida incinerators are 
located in Black and/or low-income neigh- 
borhoods. Greenpeace Action [1881 NE 
26th St, Wilton Manors, FL 33305] has been 
working closely with community groups in 
Broward County to shut down a facility with 
two medical waste incinerators operated by 
Sani-Med. According to Brian Hunt, Green- 
peace Toxics Coordinator for the Southeast, 
the Sani-Med facility is operating in viola- 
tion of zoning laws. It is zoned as a cremato- 
rium, but is currently burning "red-bag" 
medical waste. 

Coal Darkens Berkshire 
Future 

A Berkshire citizens' group is organizing 
opposition to a coal-buming, co-generation 
plant in New York state. Berkshire Mountain 
Acid Rain Coalition opposes the plans of a 
German firm, Interpower Technology, to 
build a coal-buming plant in Halfmoon, NY. 
The plant site is north of Albany, less than 30 
miles from the Berkshires. Due to prevailing 
easterly winds, the plant would lead to an 
increase of acid deposition in the Berkshire 
Mountains of Massachusetts, as well as in 
southern New York. Acid rain has already 
harmed plants and animals throughout the 
Northeast. Of 300 contaminants released by 
coal burning, 292 are unregulated, including 
radon gas. 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
has taken steps to intervene in the approval 
process of the Interpower application. On 
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April 5, Secretary DeVillars submitted a letter 
to the New York State Commission of Envi- 
ronmental Conservation expressing the 
commonwealth's concern over the use of 
coal at Halfmoon. On April 13, Massachu- 
setts Attorney General James Shannon filed a 
petition with the New York State Board on 
Electric Generation Siting and the Environ- 
ment for intervener status in the Halfmoon 
case. An intervener may cross-examine wit- 
nesses, present and rebut testimony, and 
appeal siting decisions. 

The Interpower plant at Halfmoon 
would be, at 210 MW, the largest coal-bum- 
ing plant in New York. If the total capacity 
for coal-fired power generation envisioned 
in New York's State Energy Plan were con- 
structed, it would be the equivalent of 18 
plants of the size envisioned for Halfmoon. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to Ste- 
wart Boschwitz, Administrative Law 
Judge, Public Service Commission, 3 
Empire State Plaza, Albany, NY 12223, 
and tell him and the energy citing board 
not to give Interpower a building permit. 
Also write Governor Cuomo (State Capi- 
tol, Albany, NY 12224), newspapers, sena- 
tors, etc. Demand NO COAL! 

— Berkshire Mountain Acid Rain Coali- 
tion, 87 Holmes Rd, Pittsfield, MA 01201 

TREE Reclaims Montana 
Wilderness 

Wilderness restoration activists re- 
cently planted "1000 Points of Life" on a 
road constructed illegally into a Wilderness 
Study Area of southwest Montana's Gallatin 
Range. The planting was done as a step 
toward wilderness restoration in an area of 
wildland and Grizzly Bear habitat violated by 
the timber industry. It was also done as a 
protest against Plum Creek Timber Com- 
pany, which built the illegal road and which 
has destroyed wildlands all over the North- 
west. This planting of Lodgepole Pine seed- 
lings was undertaken by over 25 TREE 
(Thoughtful Restoration of Endangered Eco- 
systems) activists. The Earth First! Direct 
Action Fund contributed funds for the seed- 
lings. 

Said a planter who estimated she 
planted 100 of the trees, "Environmentalists 
have been accused of everything from ob- 
structionism to terrorism. The public should 
know that concerned citizens are able to do 
positive and constructive things, like plant- 
ing trees." 

In 1977 the US Congress included the 
Gallatin Range in the Montana Wilderness 
Study Act, which was passed to protect de 
facto wilderness and to acquire private in- 
holdings in key roadless areas. This legisla- 
tion passed 13 years ago, yet the Gallatin 
National Forest has failed to complete a 
single land exchange or purchase. 

Plum Creek Timber Co. constructed a 
logging road into Rock Creek in the Gallatin 
Range Wilderness Study Area (WSA) in Sep- 
tember of 1987 to access land they "own," 
which has been proposed for exchange into 
public ownership. The road is illegaL It is 
entirely within the WSA; it extends a mile 
and a half through critical Grizzly Bear habi- 
tat. 

The Gallatin NF refused to complete a 
thorough environmental impact study of 
this intrusion into federal lands, despite 
warnings from a Forest Service biologist who 
concluded, "The project has the potential to 
negatively impact the grizzly bear by increas- 
ing opportunities for human-caused bear 
mortalities, displacing bears from habitat, 
and reducing cover adjacent to feeding ar- 
eas." 

The Gallatin National Forest has se- 


cretly colluded with Plum Creek. "Activity 
has been coordinated with the Gallatin Na- 
tional Forest," Plum Creek wrote in a 15 
September 1987 letter to Representative Pat 
Williams. "We purchased from the Forest 
Service the timber on those r6ad right-of- 
way segments which cross national forest 
lands." 

Williams has called this area "sacro- 
sanct." "I frankly thought I had an agree- 
ment with (Plum Creek) that they would 
hold the area sacrosanct, protecting its val- 
ues until the trades were finalized, " Williams 
told the Billings Gazette. 

Save East Fork, Boycott 
American Express 

The East Fork Valley is a classic Colo- 
rado wonder. Adjacent to a Wilderness Area 
in the San Juan Mountains near Pagosa 
Springs, it's a prime location for the reintro- 
duction of the Gray Wolf and Grizzly Bear. 
[See EF! Journal back issues.] 

Developers, however, feel that East Fork 
is a prime location for a ski resort. The East 
Fork Development Corporation (EFDC) has 
received Forest Service approval to build a 
four season resort, complete with condos, a 
golf course, sewage treatment plant ... ad 
nauseum. 

A National Wildlife Federation appeal 
of the development plan was denied. Once 
a few more reports are completed, construc- 
tion will begin, probably by 1992. 

But not if you and I can help it. One 
approach taken to save East Fork is through 
EFDC. The company is owned 70% by Dan 
McCarthy, a developer from Skokie, Illinois, 
and 30% by Balcorp, a subsidiary of the 
American Express Corporation. Approaches 
to reaching McCarthy need to be explored by 
folks in that region (anybody up there?). 
He's very committed to destroying the val- 
ley, but is rumored to be running out of 
money. That makes the other 30% critical. 

The American Express Corporation is 
huge. What would move them to withdraw 
from East Fork? Consumer pressure! Ideas 
abound. Cut up your card and mail it in with 
a letter explaining why you now choose to 
leave home without it. (Send it to James D. 
Robinson III, CEO, American Express, World 
Financial Center, Tower "C", 200 Vessy, New 
York, NY 10285.) If you don't have a card, 
get one. Wait for the bill, then cut it up. 
Collect credit card applications, write "Save 
East Fork!" on them, mail them in postage 
free. The current record is 450 at once (we 
used a rubber stamp). Get merchants to join 
the boycott; they usually hate dealing with 
American Express anyway! Call American 
Express and tell them to quit destroying the 
Earth: 1-800-554-AMEX (Global Assist Hot- 
line). 

Field-test ideas, then send them to 
Colorado EF!, POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306. 
We '11 send you a copy of a letter and a sign to 
help. Paper monkeywrenching could kill the 
project before more "hands on" work is 
needed. 

—Mike Stabler, CO EF! 

Activists Called to 
Rocky Flats 

In 1973, the Nixon Administration is- 
sued National Security Decision Memoran- 
dum 24 2 which announced the intent of the 
United States to acquire special nuclear 
weapons to attack the Soviet Union. The 
Carter and Reagan Administrations affirmed 
this policy and accelerated the first strike MX 
and Trident II missile programs. Most re- 
cently, in the fall of 1989, President Bush 
signed Single Integrated Operating Plan-7 
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(SlOP-7) which focuses on eliminating the 
military command and control of the Soviet 
Union. 

The United States is a party to many 
treaties that outlaw the use of war as an 
instrument of policy. The Charter of the 
United Nations declares aggressive prepara- 
tions for war "crimes against peace." The 
most blatant violations of such international 
law occur 15 miles north of the Colorado 
Capitol Building at the Rocky Flats Nuclear 
Weapons Plant. 

Rocky Flats is the plant that fabricates 
beryllium, steel, uranium and plutonium 
components for first strike weapons such as 
the Trident II missile. Older bombs designed 
for retaliation that are being decommis- 
sioned are its main source of plutonium. 

Last December as the plant was being 
handed over to its new operator, EG&G, the 
Department of Energy (DOE) announced a 
temporary shutdown of the six buildings 
where plutonium is recycled and plutonium 
parts fabricated. However, the Los Alamos 
National Laboratory in New Mexico is recy- 
cling plutonium, and Rocky Flats need only 
reopen its fabrication area to continue bomb 
production. Such a "restart" could come as 
early as mid-summer according to Secretary 
of Energy James Watkins. 

If plutonium fabrication operations at 
the Rocky Flats Plant are allowed to resume; 
DOE will be able to justify restarting its other 
scandal-ridden facilities. As the production 
of plutonium triggers for first strike weapons 
begins at Rocky Flats, so too can it be stopped 
there. Rocky Flats is accessible by ordinary 
vehicles only by two narrow roads. The plant 
can be blockaded. 

A blockade to enforce international law 
will close Rocky Flats as often and as continu- 
ously as possible beginning the week of 
August 5. The blockade will be non-violent 
in tone and demeanor. Join us to Keep Their 
Hands Off the Nuclear Trigger. 

— Rocky Flats Civil Resistance, 1035 
Walnut St, Suite 201, Boulder, CO 80302 
(303-444-5462) 

Biodiversity Bill Introduced 
in Congress 

Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D- 
NY), a member of the Environmental and 
Public Works Committee, has introduced 
legislation to make conservation of biodiver- 
sity a national goal. The National Biological 
Diversity Conservation and Environmental 
Research Act is similar to a bill, HR 1268, 
pending in the House of Representatives. 

According to Forum, the newsletter of 
the American Institute of Biological Sciences 
(730 11th St, NW, Washington, DC 20001- 
4521), which has endorsed the bills, 
Moynihan's bill, S 2368, and the House bill 
would establish a National Center for Bio- 
logical Diversity and Research within the 
Smithsonian Institution. This center would 
promote research, compile data, and dis- 
seminate information on biodiversity. It 
would have an advisory board composed of 
officials from federal, state, and private agen- 
cies. An interagency committee would de- 
velop a coordinated federal plan for bio- 
diversity conservation. 

These bills represent steps toward na- 
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tional recognition of the fundamental im- 
portance of biodiversity. However, they 
should be improved before passage: They 
should prohibit any project that will ad- 
versely affect biodiversity. (Sure, a complete 
moratorium on development in this country 
is an ambitious goal, but the times demand 
extreme measures.) Also, if the Smithsonian 
Institution is still helping fund the proposed 
Mt. Graham astrophysical observatory (un- 
certain at the time of this writing), the Soci- 
ety for Conservation Biology or the Earth 
First! Biodiversity Project, rather than the 
Smithsonian, should be the biodiversity 
clearinghouse. As numerous articles in this 
journal have explained, the Mt. Graham 
project is incompatible with biodiversity, 
and Smithsonian will mar its own reputation 
if it remains involved with the project. 

Readers should send letters in support 
of biodiversity legislation to congressper- 
sons (Senate, DC 20510; House of Repre- 
sentatives, 20515), and to Smithsonian 
Institution, Washington, DC 20560, attn: 
David Correll, Environmental Research 
Center Director. Letters should insist that 
Smithsonian completely withdraw its 
backing of the Mt. Graham observatory 
before being granted the key role in pro- 
moting biodiversity. 

Forest Bills Explained 

ed. note: Several bills have been introduced into 
Congress to slow or stop the cutting of old-growth 
forests. There has been some confusion about 
which bill radical environmentalists should 
support, if arty. Here New York City Sierra Club 
leader Margaret Young helps clarify the situ- 
ation. 

Several kinds of legislation to protect 
America's native, virgin and old -growth for- 
ests are currently being proposed. One, the 
Ancient Forests Protection Act (AFPA), has 
the blessing of the major environmental 
groups (including the national management 
of the Sierra Club). This bill, which has been 
introduced in the House of Representatives, 
would protect "significant, ancient forests" 
in "selected areas" of California, Oregon and 
Washington, only. 

Another, the Native Forests Protection 
Act, would give much stronger protection. 
The NFPA would put all old-growth stands 
off-limits to loggers, everywhere in the US, 
permanently. The ban on logging old- 
growth on public lands would be compre- 
hensive, rather than selective. Further, the 
NFPA would prohibit building roads into 
roadless areas. 

The NFPA would also forbid the use of 
herbicides on public forest lands. Currently, 
the timber industry routinely applies these 
chemicals to the "forests" they replant; these 
are managed as "tree farms": all the trees are 
the same age, and herbicides prevent the 
growth of underbrush. Of course, herbicide- 
treated plants are poisonous to the wildlife 
that graze there ... (The AFPA does not forbid 
use of these chemicals on public lands.) 

The NFPA would provide for communi- 
ties affected by Jhese restrictions: They 
would receive fesreral "in-lieu-of-property- 
tax" payments (the way other communities 
with large areas of federally owned land, like 
continued on page 14 
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continued from page 13 
military bases, are currently compensated). 
The NFPA addresses alternative sources for 
"forest products" — recycled pulp, etc. — 
and most importantly, the NFPA would for- 
bid log exports. In feet, it would forbid the 
export of any unfinished raw wood products. 
According to The Wilderness Society, the 
practise of exporting raw, uncut logs to such 
countries as Japan has already cost more 
timber jobs than protecting the Spotted Owl; 
by stopping the exports the NFPA would 
create enough jobs to offset those lost by 
protecting wildlife. (The AFPA does not 
address these issues.) 

To help achieve strong old-growth for- 
est legislation, or for more information 
about the NFPA, write or call Native Forests 
Council, POB 2171, Eugene, OR 97402; 503- 
688-2600. 

— Margaret Young 

NASA Defiles Earth to 
Explore Space 

Those of us who have suspected that 
space launches are harming the environ- 
ment can now brandish a corroborating ar- 
ticle, from the February 27 Orlando Sentinel. 
Here Cory Jo Lancaster reports that before a 
space shuttle launched from Cape Canaveral 
in Florida reaches 65,000 feet, its rocket 
boosters have emitted "more than 500 tons 
of hydrogen chloride, chlorine, aluminum 
oxide and carbon monoxide." 

The hydrogen chloride and chlorine 
mix with the water that NASA uses to flood 
the launch pad for liftoff. The result at each 
launch is a tremendous acidic cloud. The 
clouds kill a few small birds and, together 
with acidic run-off from the pad, 2000- 
10,000 small fish per launch. (The fishes' 
gills are paralyzed by acid.) They also bum 
plants on the 54 acres surrounding the pad. 
Up to five miles downwind, a grayish powder 
and pin-sized bums appear on leaves. After 
an initial burning, plants recover; but after 
repeated burnings, they die and are replaced 
"with hardier grasses." 

The acid in the soil and water disappears 
within three days, Lancaster says; but alumi- 
num oxide that escapes from the rockets 
coats areas of the ground with a more lasting, 
fine sand. During each launch 124,000 
pounds of aluminum oxide are released. 
Although Kennedy Space Center scientists 
have been studying the effects of the acidic 
clouds for ten years, they are just beginning 
to try to leam what happens to the alumi- 
num — whether it concentrates in fish and 
other wildlife. 

A Delta or an Atlas Centaur rocket is also 
damaging, but to a lesser degree. According 
to NASA, it emits approximately 30 tons of 
toxic chemicals. 

— Mary Davis 

* 

Montana Farmers Plow 
Native Prairie 

Since 1987 farmers in five Montana 
counties have plowed for crops some 56,000 
acres of native prairie, reports J im Stutzman, 
farm bill coordinator for the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service in Malta. One-third of the 
farmers destroying the prairie are meanwhile 
receiving subsidies from the federal govern- 
ment for putting out of production for ten 
years highly erodible farmland. In other 
words, the sodbuster provisions of the 1985 
farm bill, a response to plowing of native 
prairie in the 1970s and early 80s, are not 
achieving their proponents' goal. 

Under the Department of Agriculture's 
Conservation Reserve Program, which is 
paying more than $70 million to Montana 
farmers, a farmer can plow native prairie, if 
he or she has drawn up and gained approval 
of a conservation plan. The Montana Wild- 
life Federation, which has examined ap- 
proved plans, says that the plans' methods of 
reducing soil erosion are "of doubtful effec- 
tiveness." Their lack of attention to mainte- 
nance of wildlife habitat and watershed 
quality makes the term "conservation" a 
misnomer. 

According to the Soil Conservation 
Service, a total of 1 million acres of Montana 
rangeland became cropland or was obliter- 
ated for otherpurposes from 1982 to 87. The 
service calculates that Montana croplands 
lost an average of 7.7 tons of soil per acre to 
wind erosion in 1987; rangelands, less than 1 
ton per acre. Stutzman hopes that sodbuster 
provisions will be tightened when the farm 
bill comes up for reauthorization in 1990. 
( High Country News, J6-15-90) 

FS Ignores Its Own Plans in 
New Mexico 

Activists working to protect New 
Mexico's Bandelier National Monument and 
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the surrounding Santa Fe National Forest 
have encountered an enormous flaw in the 
National Environmental Policy Act and the 
National Forest Management Act. These acts 
do not require the Forest Service to carry out 
the plans that they force the agency to make . 

The Forest Service and a contractor laid 
waste a beautiful canyon at Los Utes Springs, 
upstream of the Bandelier National Monu- 
ment wilderness area. In doing so, they 
violated specific provisions of the Santa Fe 
National Forest Plan and the environmental 
assessment carried out before the timber sale. 
For example, they logged on slopes steeper 
than 60% and dragged trees straight down 
slopes. 

To their surprise, environmentalists 
found that they had no grounds to sue. 
Courts have interpreted the laws in only 
their literal sense,, as requiring the writing of 
documents, nothing more. 

— Tom Ribe in High Country News, 6-15- 
90 

GA DNR Plans to Cut Refuge 

In Screven County, Georgia, a beautiful 
wetland of bottomland hardwoods is about 
to be clearcut by Georgia's Department of 
Natural Resources. DNR officials justify the 
clearcutting by saying it is necessary to offset 
the cost of the land to the state, which will 
manage the area for wildlife. Officials say 
they could not otherwise have purchased the 
land from The Conservation Fund, which 
secured the area several years ago from a 
paper company. 

Alternatives were available to the state. 
Local landowners were willing to buy some 
of the land and sell conservation easements 
to protect it. 

Georgia's nationally renowned ecolo- 
gist Eugene Odum has recommended to the 
DNR that streams have a 100 yard undis- 
turbed buffer zone, yet the state agency is 
clearcutting to within 100 feet of Briar Creek 
and the Savannah River. Meanwhile, bot- 
tomland hardwood habitat is rapidly disap- 
pearing in all our states. 

Please express your concerns to Le- 
onard Ledbetter, GA DNR, 205 Butler St SE, 
Atlanta, GA 30334. 

Anti-grazing Conferees 
Form PLAN 

A conference was held in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, April 27-29, to discuss public 
lands ranching and to form a group focused 
on the issue. Over 50 people attended, in- 
cluding a few Earth Firstlers. Most of them 
have worked on this issue for years and are 
frustrated that public lands ranching is not a 
priority in their own organizations. 

Four speakers discussed different as- 
pects of public lands ranching. The balance 
of the conference was discussion about the 
new organization. 

Steve Johnson of Native Ecosystems of 
Tucson spoke about the importance of using 
the media as an educational tool to show the 
public dramatic displays of the destruction. 
The language used can also make a difference 
in public perception of the problem. For 
example, the use of the term 'overgrazing' 
rather than 'grazing' suggests that a certain 
amount of exotic grazing is acceptable and 
we have simply exceeded the limit. 

Johanna Wald, a Natural Resources 
Defense Council attorney, spoke about 
NRDC’s victories and disappwintments in 
fighting public lands ranching through the 
courts. They have stopped some laws that 
would be advantageous to ranchers and they 
will continue to do so. 

Rose Strickland of the Sierra Club dis- 
cussed the Sierra Club grazing policy and the 
revisions she is currently making. The new 
stance, if approved, will be much stronger. 

Jim Fish of Public Lands Action Net- 
work spxrke about Savory's Holistic Resource 
Management and its questionable results. 

In the informal discussions, Lynn 
Jacobs of Free Our Public Lands! suggested 
using the term 'public lands ranching' rather 
than 'grazing'. 'Ranching' includes all range 
related activities and places responsibility 
with ranchers, not their livestock. Lynn said 
the rumors that the range is improving are 
false. He drove 200 miles of dirt ranching 
roads on the way to the conference and 
found ranching destruction everywhere. 

The activists decided that because 
ranching is the most environmentally de- 
structive practise in the West and the most 
neglected issue, they need a group with that 
as a priority. The large environmental 
groups also need to be involved and should 
provide financial support. The group will 
adopt the Public Lands Action Network 
(PLAN) name and will start as a loose net- 
work, possibly becoming more formal in the 
future. Although most supported ending all 
pjublic lands ranching, it was decided not to 
oprenly state that as the group goal, for politi- 
cal reasons. 

To receive the newsletter and member- 
ship information and to contribute money, 
write PLAN, POB 5631, Santa Fe, NM 87502. 



Earth Firstlers finish hanging a banner over the Fairview Timber Sale logging road (reclaimed as a 
trail by EFl). EFlers started a 24-hour vigil and occupation of the Shawnee National Forest in 
southern Illinois that will last indefinitely. Besides other banners over the trail such as "Enough is 
Enough", the defenders have three platforms for tree sitters perched high in the hardwoods. 


There are many ways to get involved, 
through a group or on your own: Educate 
yourself and others on the issue; write letters 
to the editors of newspapers and periodicals; 
submit written or oral comments on BLM, FS 
or other public use plans; adopt an allot- 
ment; organize a demonstration; eat less 
beef; and write letters to elected officials and 
agency directors. If interested in teaching 
others about this issue, rent the slide show 
from the EF! Grazing Task Force to show to 
your own group. Write Linda Wells, POB 
47116, Phoenix, AZ 85068 for a powerful 
display of photos, charts, and maps; or to 
contribute materials to the information 
center. 

— Linda Wells, Phoenix, AZ 

Grazing Requirements 
Called "Death Knell" 

Forest Service Chief F. Dale Robertson 
has notified all forest supervisors that issuing 
grazing permits must be done within the 
guidelines of NEPA, the National Environ- 
mental Policy Act. As repented in several 
western newspapers, that means an Environ- 
mental Assessment or Environmental Im- 
pact Statement may be required whenever 
permits are issued or transferred. And the 
cowboys are scared. 

According to a Utah county commis- 
sioner, it could be a "death knell" for cattle 
operations in southern Utah and the West. 
"It will effectively allow any radical group 
such as Earth First! a say in grazing permits, " 
said Tom Hatch, chairman of the Garfield 
County Commission. "And a rancher can't 
wait for a permit if it goes through an appeals 
process. When you have 200 head of sheep 
or cattle, you can't wait for the courts to 
decide." 

Robertson originally sent a memo to 
regional foresters on Feb. 23, cautioning that 
timber sales, grazing permits, and other uses 
may conflict with standards and guidelines 
established by forest management plans. 
"There should be no doubt in anyone's mind 
about which takes precedence if there is a 
conflict between standards and guidelines 
and program outputs: we expect every proj- 
ect to be in full compliance with standards 
and guidelines set forth in forest plans," he 
said in the memo. 

On April 17, Robertson followed that 
with a memo that directed forest supervisors 
and authorized district rangers to "Bring 
grazing permits into compliance as soon as 
practical (with NEPA requirements and 
management plan standards and guide- 
lines). In any case, when they reissue per- 
mits, because of expiration ofwaiver, orissue 
new permits, the permits will comply with 
the forest plan. . 

— Lagarto 

Animal Damage Control 
DEIS Is Out 

The draft environmental impact state- 
ment (DEIS) for the USDA/APHIS Animal 
Damage Control program (ADC) is out. In 
short, the preferred alternative would con- 
tinue ADC control of wild America, to pro- 
tect ranching and agribusiness profits. [See 
last issue for background.] 

ADC presented 1 1 alternatives — some 
of which are decent — but, alas, the preferred 
alternative is the "Current Program," the 
worst of the 1 1. This means continued kill- 
ing and harassing of predators and "pjests" at 
present or increased rates (in recent years, 
funding — and thus controlling — has in- 
creased). 

The deadline for comments is August 
31. We must spieak loud and clear now. NO 
ACTION. Let ADC die — not the wild crit- 
ters. Tell them you support the No Action 
Alternative for these reasons: It would allow 
protection of wildlife; it would decrease the 
quantity of systemic psoisons plaguing wild 
America; and it would free federal dollars for 
needy federal projects like Wilderness pro- 


tection. Recommend that the agricultural 
and livestock industries buy insurance to 
offset the losses inherent to those liveli- 
hoods, or let consumers pay the real costs of 
products from a domestic trade doing busi- 
ness in wild places. If you wish to submit 
detailed comments, call 301-436-8281 and 
ask for a copy of the DEIS. Send comments to 
Gary Larson, Director, Operational Suppwrt 
Staff, ADC-APHIS-USDA, Room 820, Federal 
Bldg, 6505 Belcrest Rd, Hyattsville, MD 
20782. 

— Tom Skeele, Wolf Action Network 

Roads Threaten Lake 
Superior Island 

Rising from the frigid waters of Lake 
Superior just half a mile off shore from Pic- 
tured Rocks National Lakeshore is America's 
newest playground. Grand Island National 
Recreation Area. Grand Island is a wild area 
managed by the US Forest Service (FS). The 
island, roughly seven miles long by three 
miles wide, is ringed by a rudimentary two- 
track road. Grand Island was formally 
opened to the public this spring and is only 
accessible by passenger ferry from Munising, 
in Michigan's Upper Peninsula. 

The Forest Service is soliciting com- 
ments from the public on how best to de- 
velop the island. The FS has suggested a 
series of paved roads and ferry service for 
motorized tourists. Grand Island is too pris- 
tine and small to handle the type of heavy 
summer vacation tourism that would be 
generated by roads. If roads are built, devel- 
opers and local officials will demand hotels, 
restaurants, marinas, gift shops, fudge shops, 
etc. Also, since Grand Island is managed by 
the Forest Service, the ever-present danger of 
logging and mining exists. The comments 
received by the FS will be compiled for the 
next 24 months at which time development 
plans will be made. 

Please immediately contact Ms. Julie 
Fosbender, Information Assistant, 
Hiawatha National Forest, Munising 
Ranger District, 400 E. Munising Ave, 
Munising, MI 49862. Politely request that 
no roads be built on Grand Island, that no 
motorized vehicles be allowed, that Grand 
Island be maintained in its current natural 
state, and that only foot travel and moun- 
tain bikes be allowed on the currently 
existing roads. If you are traveling 
through the UP, stop at the Munising 
Ranger District office and tell the Ranger 
on duty how the proposed development of 
Grand Island would adversely affect this 
delicate ecosystem. Tell them you do not 
want to see wilderness ruined by develop- 
ment, mining or logging. 

— Fred Young 

St. Lawrence Citizens Stop 
Incinerator! 

ed.note: We finally have some good news! Our 
friends at WOW have stopped the incinerator 
threatening St. Lawrence Valley and the Greater 
Adirondack Bioregion! Work On Waste has 
again proven itself the group to contact, and 
contribute to, for all your garbage woes: WOW, 
82fudson, Canton, NY 13617; 315-379-9200. 
The following is adapted from WOW's 
newsletter Waste Not. 

In St. Lawrence County, New York, an 
incinerator proposal was defeated one day 
before a $33 million bond to build the incin- 
erator was to be obtained. Majorpropionents 
of the incinerator were the Director of 
County Planning, the County Treasurer, the 
NY Department of Environmental Conser- 
vation (DEC), and the editors of the 
Ogdensburg Journal. 

St. Lawrence County is north of the 
Adirondacks. The incinerator would have 
been less than 1/4 mile from St. Lawrence 
River and 1 mile from Prescott, Ontario, 
Canada. 

County residents were concerned about 
the adverse impact on their health and envi- 



ronment and the uptake of Incinerator pol- 
lutants in the food chain, and wanted 
county-wide recycling and composting in- 
stead. The County Legislature turned a deaf 
ear to environmental and health concerns, 
maintaining that if the State said it was safe, 
they would believe the State. 

In the fall of 1989 the county-wide 
citizen group, Work On Waste-St. Lawrence 
County, campaigned to elect County Legis- 
lators who would respond to the concerns of 
the people they represented — an idea that 
had lain dormant in county politics. The 
November 1989 elections proved pivotal in 
the vote that defeated the incinerator on 9 
July 1990. 

When independent businessmen and 
the county's League of Women Voters exam- 
ined the economics of the project, the Legis- 
lators began to listen. Because the incinera- 
tor was oversized (county population 
110,000), and with a county goal of 40% 
recycling, the need to import waste became 
obvious, though the director of the Solid 
Waste Disposal Authority skirted this issue, 
because of the immense resident opposition 
to trash importation. Eventually County 
Legislators realized that the incinerator was 
leading the county into economic quick- 
sand, and the vote to approve the bonds was 
defeated.. 

The victory confirms the advice of Lois 
Gibbs and the other good folks at the Citi- 
zens Clearing House for Hazardous Waste: 
You don't win these battles with experts, 
with lawyers, or with the regulatory process; 
you win by working together to educate the 
community on the issue and by using the 
political process. Local politicians must be 
held accountable for decisions that impact 
the community— they must not be allowed 
to hide behind unelected "Authorities" or 
state bureaucrats. 

We had to relearn this message the hard 
way. We struggled for 5 years to get the 
regulators to address the scientific issues. We 
had experts from around the world ready to 
testify. But, the regulatory process, con- 
trolled by state agencies promoting incinera- 
tion and aided by expensive law firms and 
consultants, never allowed the citizens one 
moment in court. The political fix was in. 
Now the political fix is out, thanks to county 
business people who studied the incinerator 
contracts and economics, the St. Lawrence 
County Medical Society which passed reso- 
lutions urging the County Legislature to 
place a moratorium on the incinerator, the 
largest hauler in the county who persisted 
with litigation against the trash authority for 
the right to recycle and compost, the small 
hauler who encouraged his customers to 
recycle, the young mothers who formed 
MOMI — Mothers Opposed to Mass Incinera- 
tion, the farmers in FAIR — Farmers Against 
Incineration of Refuse .... 

— Ellen Connett 

The Parturition of 
EcoDemocracy 

ed. note: Several months ago, Bob Mueller called 
us with the exciting news that one of the Lund- 
bergs connected with the famous oil industry 
periodical, The Lundberg Lett et(ed./pub. 
Trilby Lundberg; analyzes US oil market), had 
become a radical environmentalist and was 
launching a campaign to enact a moratorium on 
paving. In response to our inquiries, Jan Lund- 
berg kindly sent us heaps of information about 
his new group, Fossil Fuels Action, from which 
we have extracted the following . 

EcoDemocracy is Fossil Fuels Action's 
suggested name for a coalition to advance a 
"revolution for conservation." Welcome in 
this coalition are individuals and organiza- 
tions who see the need for a new and compre- 
hensive approach to the environmental cri- 
sis as well as to the unappreciated threat to 
economic survival. Such a coalition would 
engage in conservation campaigns, work to 
build student activism in a movement to 
restructure society, and examine alternatives 
to destructive economic activity and con- 
sumption habits. 

EcoDemocracy may also serve as the 
basis for a new conservation movement 
which could ultimately vie for political 
power as the Greens in Europe do. Washing- 
ton environmentalism, for all its victories, 
has come up short in safeguarding the 
nation’s and the planet's health. 

An article by Jan Lundberg titled "‘Eco- 
stroika'? America Needs Restructuring" is 
making the rounds of major national publi- 
cations. It is possible that a Soviet publica- 
tion such as Pravda, Isvestia, or Ogonyuk could 
carry the piece. 

The EcoDemocracy coalition has pro- 
posed 19 principles essential to securing 
survival. These include equal rights for all 
species, a stable population size, technology 
under control, and a simpler life. Fossil Fuels 
Action is also circulating a NATIONAL 
MORATORIUM ON PAVING petition, which 
begins thus: New roads cost our nation over $22 
billion in 1988. Roads and other pavement cover 
more than 2% of the usable surface of the United 
States and nearly 40% of certain urban areas.... 


For copies of the petition, or EcoDemocracy 
literature, write Fossil Fuels. A small dona- 
tion to cover expenses would be appreciated. 

— Fossil Fuels Policy Action Institute, 
member, EcoDemocracy coalition, POB 
8558, Fredericksburg, VA 22404; 703-371- 
0222 

Save Canaan Valley! 

Central Appalachian highland wet- 
lands with boreal plant communities and 
ecosystems? Yes indeed, the very same may 
be found in West Virginia's Canaan Valley. 
Located in Tucker County east of Davis, this 
2.5 by 13.5 mile mountain-girt valley re- 
ceives eight feet of snow a year and is home 
to Red Spruce-Balsam Fir-Trembling Aspen 
forests and extensive northern shrub wet- 
lands. Concentrated along the Blackwater 
River the latter include Speckled Alder, High 
Bush Cranberry (Viburnum trilobum), Pussy 
Willow, False Hellebore (Geum rivale), Red 
Raspberry (Rubus strigosus and Rubus pubes- 
cens), Dewdrop (Dalibarda repens), and 
Mountain Holly ( Nemopanthus mucronata) as 
well as other shrubs and herbs of northern 


origin. Furthermore many of these species 
are "disjunct," occurring far south of other 
colonies. Although less thoroughly studied 
than the plants, there is also a northern 
fauna, particularly birds. And the wetlands 
are important stopovers for migrating water- 
fowl and other birds. 

Apparently still under threat from an 
earlier attempt by the Monongahela Power 
Company to flood it, the Valley now also 
suffers from ski condominiums, vacation 
homes, and other developments and is being 
degraded by ATVs. Unfortunately the 
Monongahela Power Company, which 
"owns" most of the wetlands is allowing 
them to be degraded by four wheelers and 
other land abusers. 

These extensive wetlands — 40% of all 
wetlands in West Virginia — are highly un- 
usual in a mountain setting, particularly this 
far south in the unglaciated Appalachians. 
Their unique flora, and as yet poorly under- 
stood fauna, merit priority protection 
among the East's long-neglected ecosystems. 
The entire Valley and the surrounding 
mountain watershed, the source of the wet- 
lands' waters, should be incorporated into a 


comprehensive land use plan with restora- 
tion of native ecosystems as its main goal. 
Once this valley was set in a marvelous re- 
gional conifer-northern hardwood forest 
that also included now-extirpated species 
such as Eastern Larch and Red Pine. De- 
stroyed by lumbering, fire and marginal 
agriculture, this forest should be restored not 
only in the interest of biodiversity but also 
because it would be the highest use of the 
land in an economic sense. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO. At present a 
group of local and national conservation 
organizations is launching a campaign to 
designate the Canaan Valley wetlands as a 
National Wildlife Refuge, the first in the 
Appalachians. This campaign deserves 
everyone's support. Please write the follow- 
ing: Governor Gaston Caperton, State Capi- 
tol, Charleston, West Virginia 25305; Man- 
ual Lujan, Secretary, US Dept, of the Interior, 
Washington DC 20240; your Senators, US 
Senate, Washington, DC 20510 and Con- 
gressperson, US House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC 20515. Tell them of the 
unique character of the Canaan Valley and of 
the need to act fast to save it. 



BINTUNI BAY BLUES 


by Sue Polden 

Rainforest Information Centre 

Bintuni Bay, is located in western Irian 
Jaya [the Indonesian portion of the island of 
New Guinea], in the Manokwari regency, 
and according to many sources harbours the 
most extensive, pristine, unlogged man- 
grove ecosystem in Asia, if not in the world. 
The area is rich in wildlife, including 45 
protected animal species and 6 endemic fish 
species. The area provides breeding habitat 
for the Estuarine Crocodile (Crocodylus poro- 
sus; listed by the US Fish & Wildlife Service as 
an Endangered Species) and has one of the 
highest population concentrations of that 
species in Indonesia. 

This fragile ecosystem is threatened by 
an Indonesian logging company that is 
clearfelling the mangroves for woodchips, 
and exporting them to Japan for the produc- 
tion of computer paper. Of the 450,000 
hectares in the Bintuni Bay area, a conces- 
sion of 137,000 ha was granted to P.T. Bin- 
tuni Mumi Wood Industries (BUMWI) in 
1983 for 19 years. The concession over- 
lapped the Bintuni Strict Nature Reserve 
until the minister of Forestry at the time, 
Soedjarwo, excised 57,300 ha from the con- 
servation zone for addition to the conces- 
sion. 

A Japanese company, Marubeni, pro- 
vided BUMWI with $3.5 million (US) fora $7 
million woodchipping plant. Marubeni is 
the trading arm of the Fuyo Group, a leading 
corporate group in'Japan. Other members 
Include Nissan, Hitachi, The Fuji Bank, and 
Sapporo Breweries Ltd. Marubeni is the sec- 
ond largest importer of tropical timber into 
Japan (1,030,000 m3 in 1987), as opposed to 
Mitsubishi which in 1987 was ninth 
(468,000 m3). 

BUMWI expects to produce 300,000 
tons of woodchips per year from the process- 
ing plant on Pulua Amutu Besar (Amutu 
Besar Island), in southwestern Bintuni Bay. 
BUMWI began exporting chips to Japan in 
August 1989. Marubeni, the only company 
importing mangrove chips into Japan, buys 
the chips from BUMWI. BUMWI's rate of 
production is expected to continue for at 
least 10 years, during which Marubeni will 
double it's imports. 

The woodchips will be sold on 10 year 
contracts to 5 Japanese computer paper pro- 
ducers, including a sister company of Scott 
paper. Marubeni also plans to sell woodchips 
to South Korea and Taiwan. 

BUMWI has breached Indonesian For- 
estry regulations In many situations. It has 
not designed the required annual logging 
plans, nor developed sustainable logging 
and regeneration methods as it clearfells the 


mangroves. No EIA has been carried out for 
either the logging or the chip mill. Ajoumal- 
ist for Kyodo News visited Amutu Besar Is- 
land and found that mangroves had been 
felled within 200 metres of the seashore, and 
on both sides of the creek. 

Recently, the Indonesian government 
was forced to take note of what was happen- 
ing in Bintuni Bay by the amount of press 
coverage BUMWI received for violations of 
the logging conditions set by the Depart- 
ment of Forestry. The Governor of Irian Jaya 
initially denied the illegal operations, but 
later admitted that "control" had been lack- 
ing. 

The traditional owners of the Bintuni 
Bay region are the Iraru tu Tribe, who depend 
on the mangrove forest for food and shelter. 
Disrupting the ecological balance of Bintuni 
Bay will have grave social Impacts for the 
Iraru tu. 

Women, while collecting foodstuffs 
within the mangroves, also use the forest as 
a place to interact and solve their problems. 
The forest behind the mangrove swamps 
plays a similar role for the men who hunt 
there. 

BUMWI's intrusion will disrupt the 
social structure of the 11,500 local people. 
The Irarutu act as caretakers for the land 
handed down to themby their ancestors. As 
with many traditional peoples, ownership 
does not require documents; the extended 
family owns the land, and it cannot be sold. 

When traditional owners release some 
of their land for use by outsiders, problems 
usually arise. Whilst under Indonesian Agri- 
cultural law traditional ownership is ac- 
knowledged, there is no appropriate statute 
in the case of land transfer. The regulations 
used in these instances are usually the na- 
tional agrarian and forestry laws. The pre- 
scribed compensation is often lower than the 
true value of the land, and frequently is not 
paid at all. 

Some traditional people decided their 
Interests were being infringed upon and 
applied for compensation. Some clans 
demanded that BUMWI pay Rp300 per cubic 




metre of chips exported, as payment for use 
of the land. The company only offered 
Rp200. Since the negotiations are still dead- 
locked, no compensation has been paid for 
the use of Amutu Island. 

Moreover, BUMWI does not usually 
employ local labour. Ethnic friction arises, as 
the company employs outsiders with family 
interests who cannot easily quit work. Work- 
ers come from other parts of Irian Jaya, Java 
and Sulawesi. Pay is low and logging camp 
merchants charge exorbitant prices. Condi- 
tions in the loggers' settlements are ex- 
tremely bad. Loggers must work 12 hours a 
day. This deviates markedly from the Indo- 
nesian Labour Law. 

Any company operating in Bintuni Bay 
is required to sign an agreement stating that 
it will help improve the welfare of the local 
people by providing adequate housing, 
health facilities, education and agricultural 
projects. None of this has occurred. Local 
government officials often act as middlemen 
for the company. 

Problems are likely to worsen when 
Marubeni's full- scale operations begin later 
this year. With more logging, the drop In 
mangrove litter will reduce fish and prawn 
productivity, and result in an increase in 
salinity and turbidity of the coastal waters. 
The frequent shipping of woodchips will 
increase ocean pollutants that will have 
long-term effects on flora and fauna. Already 
the Irarutu are finding that fish, shellfish, 
sago palms and other foodstuffs gathered 
from the mangroves are in short supply. 

The Rainforest Information Centre in 
Australia has started a campaign against the 
Marubeni Corporation's destructive logging. 
If you can assist with photographic, film, or 
documentary sources, please contact Sue 
Polden or George Marshall (see below). We 
are proposing an international day of action. 
In Australia we are gearing up for sticker 
guerilla war: plastering stickers on Nissan car 
bumpers, on shops that sell Nissan or Hitachi 
goods, and other targets. Although the 
campaign under way is focused on 
Marubeni, all of Bintuni Bay needs attention. 

I will be setting up a network with 
people in the area to provide information 
on current activities so that their wishes 
can be incorporated into appropriate ac- 
tion, to preserve Bintuni Bay. If you can 
help, please Email me pegrspolden or 
gmarshall; or write Rainforest Informa- 
tion Centre, PO Box 368, Lismore, NSW 
2480 AUSTRALIA; Fax 066 219420. You 
can fax RIC directly on 066 218505, but 
please call 066 218505 before sending, to 
ensure machine is plugged In. Also please 
send letters of protest to Tomio Tatsuno, 
President, Marubeni Corporation, 1-4-2- 
Otemawchi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 103, JA- 
PAN. 


Melbourne RAG at the Mayfair Trial 


On 31 May 1990, 15 members of the 
Melbourne Rainforest Action Group (RAG) 
stood trial following their arrest at a rain- 
forest timber ship action on 24 February 
1990. They had attempted to use rainforest 
timber unloaded from the ship Mayfair to 
write the words 'Don't buy this wood' on 
Victoria Dock. The activists were charged 
with ‘climbing the port security fence' which 
carried a maximum penalty of $2000. 

We had decided not to contest the po- 


lice case on technical grounds but to base our 
defence on our beliefs and consciences; 
therefore we had an agreed set of facts with 
the police prosecutor which stressed the 
nonviolent nature of our action. We had also 
decided to defend ourselves collectively: 
members of the group accepted responsibil- 
ity for different sections of the proceedings. 

After the court preliminaries, each of 
the activists gave evidence on her or his 
continued on page 16 
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moral convictions concerning the threat to 
the global rainforest heritage, the threat to 
tribal peoples, the threat to non-human 
species and the threat to future generations 
posed by the industrial logging of rain- 
forests. Attention was drawn to Australia's 
role in rainforest destruction through its 
importation of rainforest timbers from 
Southeast Asia. 

Throughout the evidence, activists gave 
a summary of how much of the global rain- 
forest heritage had been destroyed since the 
trial began: after 30 minutes, 1800 hectares; 
after 45 minutes, 2700 hectares ... By the end 
of the trial, 5400 hectares had been de- 
stroyed. 

In the final submission to the magis- 
trate, defendants stressed the critical role 
each person can play in halting rainforest 
destruction. Emphasizing that police could 
choose not to arrest rainforest activists and 
magistrates could choose not to convict 
them, the defense showed that it was not 
activists on trial but the court and Australian 
law. The magistrate was invited to 'search 
Australian law' for a reason to acquit the 
activists. 

‘If activists are convicted it will high- 
light that even legal experts are unable to 
find or apply law to protect the Earth's life 
support systems and that the law and courts 
are totally inadequate to deal with the plane- 
tary crisis of rainforest destruction'. The 
magistrate was reminded that if the activists 
were found guilty it would show that the 
court condones rainforest destruction. The 
question was posed: where does the court 
stand on rainforest destruction? For Justice 
or the law? For rainforests or fences? 

The magistrate was receptive and aware 
of the dilemma he confronted. He stated 
that his job was 'to enforce the law as it exists' 
and that activists who were willing to break 
the law for what they believed must also be 
prepared 'to accept the consequences of their 
action'. He also noted that he was convinced 
that each of the defendants did what they did 
for the protection of others! He found the 
activists 'guilty', offered a good behaviour 
bond and, when this was refused, fined each 
a token $50. Most activists will not pay the 
fine and will spend a brief time in Jail. 

The final verdict? We 'lost', but the 
rainforests 'won'. 

Melbourne RAG Occupies 
Timber Yard 

On 15 June 1990, 67 members of the 
Melbourne Rainforest Action Group (RAG) 
were arrested after nonviolently occupying 
the yard of 'Timbersales' - Melbourne's larg- 
est importer of rainforest timber from South- 
east Asia. It was the largest number of arrests 
in one day of environmental action in the 
state of Victoria's history. 

The nonviolent action was organised to 
coincide with the visit to Melbourne of 
Bruno Manser - the Swiss artist who lived in 
the rainforests of Sarawak (Malaysia) with 
the Penan tribespeople for six years. Bruno 
addressed the 250 activists and the media 
just prior to the action and then stood on a 
pile of rainforest timber waving a flag of 
planet Earth. 

During our focusing circle Just prior to 
the action, the police advised that their 
negotiations with the timber merchant not 
to insist on our arrest had broken down. The 
police, who now support our campaign, thus 
reluctantly said they would be compelled to 
arrest us. 

After a final briefing, over 200 activists 
climbed the fence and entered the timber 
yard. We were dressed in all-white 'life- 
support' suits (symbolising 'life' without 
rainforests) and after singing some rainforest 
songs, we used colored ribbon to weave a web 
of life in the timber yard. After two police 
warnings, those who chose not to leave were 
arrested and charged with trespass. 

Despite considerable effort, prior to the 
action we had been unable to convince the 
Timbersales owners or managers to talk with 
us. However, later in the day Bruno was able 
to talk with the owner of Gunnersens - the 
second largest timber merchant in Mel- 
bourne. 

As usual, the action got extensive cover- 
age on radio, television and in the press. 
Bruno did media interviews throughout the 
day. 

That evening Bruno told stories about 
the Penan to a public audience of 500. A 
spokesperson for Melbourne RAG an- 
nounced the latest breakthrough in our 
negotiations with unions - agreement by the 
Transport Workers' Union (truck drivers) to 
respect pickets we place at the gate to the 
dock. This will prevent rainforest timber 
from being carted from the wharf for as long 
as we can get people to stand on the picket 
line. We invited anyone at the public meet- 
ing who was willing to express their commit- 
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ment to saving the world's rainforests - by 
being arrested on the picket line - to stand up. 
Few people were left seated in the hall of 500. 

— Robert Burrowes, Melbourne RAG 

Melbourne RAG Blockades 
Number 13 

At 10:25pm on 22 June 1990, the Mel- 
bourne Rainforest Action Group (RAG) 
blockaded the Caribbean 1 as it traveled up 
the Yarra River into Melbourne. It was the 
thirteenth rainforest timber ship blockade 
undertaken by the group - and the seventh at 
night. There were about 140 people at the 
action, 52 of whom went into the water - 
either swimming or on surfboards or in kay- 
aks. 

The ship was carrying rainforest timbers 
from Southeast Asia and (like all the ships we 
have blockaded) is chartered by the Kansai 
Steamship Company of Japan. It was the 
second time that Melbourne RAG has block- 
aded the Caribbean 1 - we also did so on 17 
September 1989. 

We arrived at the grassy verge on the 
edge of the river at 9:30pm. It was the winter 
solstice and exceptionally cold in the water. 
During the focusing circle, our focalisers 
explained safety procedures and our nonvio- 
lent discipline. As always, we did a head 
count immediately before and after the ac- 
tion, paired off with a buddy, and checked 
wetsuits (for warmth and buoyancy), flippers 
(for mobility) and coloured caps (for better 
visibility). 

RAG had planned another multiple 
bow ride on the vessel, but this ship was 
traveling so fast that activists in front of the 
ship were washed down its side. As usual in 
such circumstances the activists simply 
swam safely out of the way of the stem of the 
ship. During the action, the land activists 
tu med on car headlights to light up the river, 
held banners and sang songs. There were no 
arrests; the police and port security authori- 
ties (who now support our campaign) had 
once again helped us identify the arrival time 
of the ship so that we could blockade it. 

This ship was the first to be blockaded in 
all three of its ports in Australia; it was block- 
aded by Brisbane RAG and Sydney RAG on its 
way to Melbourne. It has also been subject to 
union bans in all three ports thus delaying its 
discharge time by almost a week. 

— Robert Burrowes, Melbourne RAG 

Nor Do Aussies Neglect 
Their Own Forests 

On 1 1 June, over 150 conservationists 
blockaded the Harris- Daishowa pulp mill in 
southern New South Wales, in southeastern 
Australia. This was the culmination of 3 days 
of actions to draw attention to the continued 
destruction of the old-growth forests of the 
Great Escarpment for sawlogs and pulp (all 
exported overseas and used mostly for high 
grade office paper). 

Before dawn, environmentalists en- 
tered the pulp mill to occupy strategic ma- 
chinery and the huge pile of wood-chipped 


trees awaiting export. Shortly after sunrise a 
further contingent of about 120 people 
blockaded the main gate of the mill, with 30 
people climbing into the prohibited area. 
After much chasing by guard dogs and po- 
lice, 25 arrests were made. 

The foreign owned pulp operations 
have caused massive destruction in southern 
NSW over the last 25 years; only the Escarp- 
ment, between the coast and the table lands, 
has substantial old-growth forests left. 
Conservationists are campaigning to have 
key areas such as theTantawangalo, Coolun- 
gubra, and Egans Peaks declared national 
parks. They are arguing for hardwood plan- 
tations to be established on marginal farm- 
land to take pressure off native forests, and 
for the many non-tree sources of paper fibre 


to be researched. 

The Wilderness Society is preparing a 
statement on the southeast forests which 
looks at the region from an ecological per- 
spective. It proposes that the southeast for- 
ests and east Gippsland be linked in the Great 
Escarpment National Park. While these two 
areas are separated by state boundaries, they 
are part of one ecological unit and need 
protection. 

A government enquiry, which will de- 
cide the fate of these forests, is due to be 
released on July 13 this year. The 6 man (yep, 
no women) board is composed of 5 foresters 
and a scientist, and any recommendations 
will need to include provision for at least 
500,000 tonnes of pulp each year; so hopes 
for a favourable report are slim. The cam- 
paign will be gearing up with increased lob- 
bying of politicians and continued actions in 
the southeast forests. For details, write Mel- 
bourne EF!, GPO Box 1738Q, Melbourne, 
3001, Victoria, AUSTRALIA. 

Cam Walker, Melbourne Earth First! 

Victoria Rainforests Also 
Threatened 

As activists continue their efforts to halt 
the importation of rainforest timbers from 
tropical countries into Australia, a campaign 
is growing to defend what’s left at home. In 
Victoria, Australia's southernmost mainland 
state, 112 sites of remnant rainforest in 4 
distinct areas — the Otway Ranges, Central 
Highlands, Strezlecki Ranges and East 
Gippsland — have been marked for logging. 
A government report has identified all these 
as being of local, state or national signifi- 
cance. 

The report has been suppressed by the 
Ministry for Conservation and Environ- 
ment; and the new minister, Steve Crabb, 
says he is not prepared to overturn a previous 
minister's decision and will wait until the 
report is released before making a final deci- 
sion. However, considering that groups 
requesting access to the report through Free- 
dom of Information were refused on the 
grounds that it was "not in the public's 
interest to know the contents of the report, " 
it seems unlikely that he will act in defence of 
the forests. 

This leaves it up to the environmental 
movement (already hard-pressed on many 
fronts), with under 2 months before logging 
commences. Much of Victoria's rainforest 
was destroyed in huge fires in 1939 and most 
of the remainder has since been logged. 
Government policy specifically protects 
rainforest from logging, but in 1987, the 
definition of rainforest was changed to ex- 
clude forests that include "emergent euca- 
lypts," thus opening new areas for exploita- 
tion. 

The few remaining old-growth forests 
in Victoria have rare vegetation associations 
and species. They include the only forests to 
survive the last ice age and have traditionally 
been important gene pools in times of cli- 
matic and other stresses.* With the possible 
consequences of the greenhouse effect, vege- 


tation change could occur through much of 
the world. It is vital that gene pools be 
retained to allow adaptation to occur. 

Write to the Premier of Victoria, John 
Cain, Parliament House, Melbourne, 
3001, Victoria, AUSTRALIA; and Steve 
Crabb, Minister for Conservation & Envi- 
ronment, 240 Victoria Pde, East Mel- 
bourne 3302. Ask them to declare these 
forests off limits to logging. For more 
information, write Melbourne EF! 

— Cam Walker, MelbEF! 

*ed. note: Some rainforest students say Borneo's 
rainforest also survived recent glaciations, and 
thus is also over 100 million years old, whereas 
most rainforest in South America and Africa 
desiccated during the ice ages. — JD 



Timber Firms Target Africa 

To compensate for dwindling timber 
supplies in South America and Indonesia, 
logging companies are turning to Africa. 
International agencies and even some firms 
that claim to be "green" are abetting their 
plans. The results will be disastrous for the 
estimated 200,000 people inhabiting the 
forests of central Africa as well as for the 
forests themselves. 

In 1987 the United Nations Food and 
Agricultural Organization and the World 
Bank launched the Tropical Forestry Action 
Plan (TFAP) to "stimulate financial commit- 
ment" from all sectors in order, they said, to 
preserve the forests and to improve the lives 
of indigenous peoples. Their “action plan" 
for Cameroon demonstrates whom the TFAP 
actually assists. 

In an article in the March BBC Wildlife 
Damien Lewis shows that the basic aim of the 
Cameroon plan is to open to exploitation the 
closed forests of the south and southeast. A 
port on the Atlantic and a road will be con- 
structed; and 1 1 million acres of forest di- 
vided up for agriculture, conservation, settle- 
ment, and industrial use, including planta- 
tions. The conservation effort will involve 
the creation of national parks and reserves 
which will have no human residents. The 
TFAP designates almost all the rest of the 
forest in Cameroon for development, leav- 
ing the people now within the areas pro- 
posed for parks with nowhere to go. 

To the south, Zaire, which contains half 
of Africa's tropical rainforest, is also slated for 
increased exploitation. In an effort to reduce 
Zaire's huge national debt, President 
Mobotu has granted enough timber conces- 
sions to bring about a 16-fold Increase in 
logging over the next 10 years. 

Among the foreign companies trying to 
move into Zaire's forests are the British bank 
Grindlays and a British engineering firm, 
Babcock Electrical Projects. They are negoti- 
ating with a British expatriate living in Kenya 
who has received the right to exploit 2 mil- 
lion acres. Hypocrisy is rampant, if details in 
a Sunday Times (3-25) story are correct. The 
president of the World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) in Australia is a member of the board 
of directors of the international banking 
group, ANZ of Australia, to which Grindlays 
belongs. ANZ sponsors the environmental 
organization Earthwatch and uses recycled 
paper for its annual reports. Babcock Electri- 
cal Projects, which would run the sawmill, 
claims that it compiled a good environ- 
mental record when it managed a mill and 
state-owned forest in Ghana. Environmen- 
talists disagree. 

Panama Invasion Prompts 
Forest Invasion 

According to an article in the Washing- 
ton Post (2-19), the US invasion of Panama 
speeded the destruction of Panama's tropical 
forests. Impoverished farmers invaded the 
forest during the turmoil and are illegally 
cutting and burning trees in nature reserves. 

Little remains to stop them. Many of 
the rangers who protected the reserves be- 
longed to an organization controlled by 
Noriega that the United States crushed. The 
Institute of Natural Renewable Resources of 
Panama is bankrupt, because most of the 
money allocated to the environment during 
Noriega's regime disappeared and Noriega's 
forces stole the agency's equipment during 
the invasion. 

Stanley Heckadon Moreno, director of 
the institute, has appealed to Washington 
for assistance. Only 25% of Panama's forest 
remains, in part due to logging by Noriega's 
supporters. Ironically, continued logging 
and burning of the forest could close the 
Panama Canal early in the next century, as 
the canal is filling with silt from treeless, 
eroded slopes. 

China Seeks 
Environmental Aid 

At an International Environmental 
Workshop on Environmental Pollution in 
China, Chinese officials requested foreign 
aid to combat rapidly worsening pollution 
caused by "economic growth, urbanization, 
and an explosion of consumption." China 
cannot afford the $170 billion needed by the 
year 2000 to cope with its environmental 
problems. 

Air pollution, water pollution, solid 
waste disposal and noise pollution are all of 
grave concern. China obtains 70% of its 
energy from burning coal, which creates 
smog so thick overBenxi in the northeast, for 
example, that the city often cannot be de- 
tected in satellite photos. Acid rain is in- 
creasing, as 15 million tons of sulfur dioxide 
are discharged yearly. Eighty percent of 
China’s rivers are polluted. 

Only about one-fifth of Industrial tech- 
nology is up to 1960s and 70s international 
standards. 

Environmental regulations enacted in 
1984 have failed to avert a crisis. ( Christian 
Science Monitor, 2-21-90) 

— Mary Davis 



EARTH FIRST! BULLETINS 


MIDWEST HEADWATERS EARTH FIRST! 
RENDEZVOUS. The first Midwest gathering 
will be held August 24-26 in the 
Chequamegon National Forest in northern 
Wisconsin. It will include hiking, swim- 
ming, workshops, networking, and celebrat- 
ing. The location for the campsite has yet to 
be determined, so everyone interested in 
attending should contact Dave Stall, 166 
Jackson St., Madison, WI 53704; 608-249- 
2691. 

ADIRONDACK RENDEZVOUS, August 31- 
September3. Greater Adirondack Bioregion 
EFIers and other radical environmentalists 
will gather Labor Day weekend on the Moose 
River Plains of southwestern Adirondack 
Park. To find the site, get a map of the 
Adirondacks; go to the only major road that 
crosses Moose River Plains (preferably the 
entrance near Indian Lake, which is next to 
a cemetery); follow this until you see GAB 
signs or nattily attired and well groomed 
environmentalists sipping wine amidst tents 
and trees. (This spectacle will likely be near 
Hell Diver Pond (unction.) For more infor- 
mation, call GAB EF! contact Jason Kahn 
518-392-6094. 

NORTHEAST RENDEZVOUS, September 
14-16, Piscataquis Valley, Maine. Maine and 
Vermont Earth First! and Preserve Appala- 
chian Wilderness ask you to join us for a 
weekend of workshops, theatre, music, or- 
ganizing, discussion, speeches, campfire 
gatherings, ritual, and revelry. Join Jasper 
Carlton, Gary Lawless, Jamie Sayen, Jeff Elli- 
ott and others; learn about the latest threats 
to the Maine woods; bone up on CAA, 
NFMA, NEPA, and ESA, oil leasing coastal 
pollution, Hydro-Quebec, and the toxic trail 
of paper production. Help us fight for the 
return of real wilderness to the northeastern 
US— and for the Caribou, Pine Marten, Gray 
Wolf, Wolverine, loon, salmon, sturgeon, 
shad, Right Whale, Timber Rattler, chestnut, 
and Catamount. 

This will be a traditional EF!-style ren- 
dezvous; come prepared for primitive camp- 
ing and cool weather. Water will be avail- 
able, and we'll provide some large tarps and 
tepees for sedentary gatherings in the event 
of rain. Scheduled events will begin Friday 
morning, so if you are coming from a dis- 
tance plan to arrive Thursday. 

Directions: The rendezvous will be held 
on private land in Atkinson, Maine. From 
the west and southwest, take route 2, 1 1 or 95 
to Newport. From there, proceed via Rt.l 1 to 
Charleston (28 miles). In Charleston, con- 
tinue straight ahead (north) on Atkinson 
Road, leaving Rt.ll; in approximately 7 
miles you will come to a restored red school 


house. Turn off highway, travel across field 
and over hill to pine grove and rendezvous 
site. From the north or east, turn south onto 
Atkinson Rd. (a paved route that runs from 
Sebec to Charleston) 5 miles west of Milo on 
Rt.6-16. Proceed south 3 miles to Atkinson 
Comers, then 1 mile further to the afore- 
mentioned schoolhouse. 

For information, contact Michael Bo- 
land 207-288-9583, Mike Zwikelmaier 802- 
649-2940, or Erik Sohlberg 802-439-6266. If 
you need or can offer a ride, contact Mike Z. 

SOUTHWEST EF! RENDEZVOUS On Labor 
Day weekend, September 1-2, EFIers fromAZ, 
NM and TX will hold a regional rendezvous 
in the Aldo Leopold Wilderness of southern 
New Mexico. Bring water and/o^filter (Dia- 
mond Creek approx. 3/4 mile from site), 
food, friends, and ideas on regional and local 
issues. 

Directions: From Truth or Consequences, 
NM. Go to Winston (Beaverhead Cehter); 
take Highway 59 west to Forest Road 226. 
Turn south on 226 and go a pproximately 7 
miles to Forest Road 500. Turn right onto FR 
500 and continue until the road ends. 

RRR CONTRIBUTIONS. Folks who missed 
making a contribution to the 1990 Round 
River Rendezvous, make checks out and send 
them to 1990 RRR, PO Box 6151, Bozeman, 
MT59715. The money is needed for the 1991 
RRR; we're currently about $ 1,000 short. 

DO YOU KNOW A LAWYER WHO CARES 
ABOUT NATURAL DIVERSITY? The EF! 
Biodiversity Project and grassroots activists 
often need the assistance of local attorneys in 
their defense of imperiled species and ecosys- 
tems. If you know an attorney in Ohio, West 
Virginia, Georgia, Montana, Colorado, Flor- 
ida, North Dakota, Pennsylvania or Wash- 
ington, DC, who would be willing to provide 
free legal assistance (pro-bono services) to 
protect endangered species, please refer her 
or him to the EF! Biodiversity Project or send 
us her or his name and address and we will 
promptly forward information about the 
Project and its efforts in the aforementioned 
states. Send to Jasper Carlton, EF! Biodiver- 
sity Project, POB 42p7, Parkersburg, WV 
26104-4207. 

NATIONAL GATHERING OF STUDENT 
ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISTS. On Octo- 
ber 5-7, the Student Environmental Action 
Coalition (SEAQ will host Catalyst, the sec- 
ond national student environmental action 
conference, at the University of Illinois in 
Champaign-Urbana. Catalyst will bring 
together thousands of student activists to set 
the agenda for the environmental move- 


ment of the 1990s. Last year's conference, 
Threshold, drew 1700 students. The student 
environmental movement has grown tre- 
mendously since then. Catalyst will focus on 
developing student leadership, diversifying 
the environmental movement and launch- 
ing the SEAC corporate accountability cam- 
paign. For details, write Catalyst, 305 W Elm 
St. #20, Urbana, IL 61801 (217-333-2440). 

ALTERNATIVE PLANS FOR PUBLIC 
LANDS: three days of non-violent direct 
action 

Day One — Monday, October 22. Actions are 
scheduled at every Forest Supervisor's Office 
on every National Forest, nationwide. The 
actions will be locally organized and are 
intended to expose local problems in the 
management of the Forest in question. This 
will be a local media event and will direct 
criticism toward Forest Service practices on 
the local Forest. Thefocuswillbethepresen- 
tation of an alternative vision for forest 
management, backed up by facts unearthed 
by individuals and groups monitoring FS 
activities. Actions will be determined by 
participants and may include guerilla thea- 
ter, non-violent civil disobedience, creative 
demonstrations, and banners. The action 
will culminate in the presentation of an 
alternative, ecologically responsible forest 
plan and a list of grievances with the forest. 
Day Two — Monday, October 29. All local 
alternative plans will be presented to Re- 
gional Supervisors at Regional Offices, by 
delegates from each Forest. Again, a show of 
numbers and information for the media is 
the goal. Actions will be regional in scope. 
Day Three — Monday, November 5. In a grand 
finale at the US Department of Agriculture in 
Washington, DC, at F. Dale Robertson's of- 
fice, we will present the alternative forest 
plans for every National Forest in the coun- 
try! Written statements from our own Re- 


gional delegates will be read to the FS. We 
will expose FS mismanagement region by 
region, forest by forest, across the country, 
and wake up the national media. 

West Coast Contact, Regions 1-6, 10 : Erik 
Ryberg, 373 Vista St, Ashland, OR 97520; 
503-482-9574 

East Coast Contact, Regions 7, 8, 9: Ernie Reed, 
POB 309, NeUysford, VA 22958; 804-361- 
9036 

CECELIA OSTROW TOUR. Wilderness 
singer/songwriter Cecelia Ostrow will tour 
the northern United States Sept. 8-Oct. 25. 
She will present a program of music and 
speaking about Earth-healing and transfor- 
mation. Cecelia is also currently booking a 
winter tour through California, the South- 
west and South. Both tours still have open 
dates. If you would like to sponsor Cecelia's 
program in your town, contact her at POB 
775, White Salmon, WA 98672; 509-493- 
3998. 

Tentative Fall Schedule 

Sept. 8 Chinook Learning Center, Clinton, 

WA 

Sept. 14 Republic, WA 
Sept. 16 Bozeman, MT 
Sept. 17 Jackson, WY 
Sept. 21 Madison, 

Sept. 27 Milwaukee, WI 

Sept. 28 Downers Grove, IL 

Oct. 5 Montpelier, VT 

Oct. 6 Bowdoin College, Brunswick, ME 

Oct. 10 Wetlands, New York City, NY 

Oct. 1 1 Long Island, NY 

Oct. 12 Wain wright House, Rye, NY 

Oct. 13 Life Center, Lambertvllle, Nj 

Oct. 14 Long Island, NY 

Oct. 15 Pittsburg, PA 

Oct. 17 St. Louis, MO 

Oct. 19-20 Kansas City, MO 

Oct. 25 Boulder, CO 




REDWOOD 

SUMMER 

20-Minute Video 



Ecovideographe 
Box 2215-R Market Street #464 
San Francisco, CA 94114 
or call 800-783-8888 
Individuals: Sliding Scale: $15-25 
Groups and organizations: $25-50 
Designed to educate and 
generate support, the video 
covers the current threats old- 
growth forests and reasons 
they must be saved, the history 
of the timber industry and of 
actions to stop clearcutting in 
the region, the Oakland 
bombing attack on Judi Bari 
and Darryl Cherney and the 
status of the case, FBI 
targetting of environmental 
activists and Redwood Summer 
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Earth First! Directory 

The Earth First! Directory lists the contact points for the 
international Earth First! movement. It is divided into four sections: 
1) National EF! offices in the United States; 2) International con- 
tacts; 3) Active EF! Chapters or Groups; and 4) Contact persons 
where there is as yet no active EF! group. If you are interested in 
becoming active with the Earth First! movement, reach the folks 
listed for your area. 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal is an independent 
entity within the international Earth First! movement, and is not 
the newsletter of the Earth First! movement. It does, however, 
provide a forum for Earth First!ers around the world. This directory 
is provided as a service to independent EF! groups. If you would like 
to be listed as a contact or as a group, PLEASE contact Bob Kaspar (PO 
Box 14691, Madison, WI 53714 (608)241-9426). Please send ad- 
dress changes or corrections to him also. If you do not have a phone 
number listed, please send it to him. Bob acts as coordinator for 
local EF! groups for the EF! movement. 

LOCAL NEWSLETTERS: Addresses marked with a produce 
either an Earth First! newsletter or regular mailings for their area or 
issue. Contact them directly to receive their newsletter or otherwise 
be on their mailing list. 

A PURGE AND APOLOGY: Due to circumstances beyond Bob's 
control, the directory in the June issue came from some other 
planet. Please accept Dale's profuse apology. IF YOU WISH TO BE 
LISTED AFTER THE UPCOMING PURGE. SEND NOTICE BY 
MAIL TO THE ABOVE POST OFFICE BOX BY OCTOBER 1. 


NATIONAL EF! 

EF! ALASKA TASK FORCE 

POB 1019 San Raphael, CA 94915 

(415) 824-3841 

EF! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT * 

Jasper Carlton POB 137 
Divide, CO 80814 

Road Closure & Northern Rockies Coordinator 
Keith Hammer POB 2072 
KallspeU, MT 59903 (406)755-1379 

EF! DIRECT ACTION FUND 

Mike Roselle POB 210 Canyon, CA 94516 

(415)376-7329 

EF! ECO-VIDEOGRAPHE 

1409 21st Ave. San Francisco, CA 94122 

(415)753-1614 

EARTH FIRST! FOUNDATION 
POB 1683 Corvallis, OR 97339 

EF! GENETIC ALERT 
Andy Caffrey 

POB 2182 Berkeley, CA 94702 

EF! GRAZING TASK FORCE 
POB 5784 Tlicson, AZ 85703 
(602)578-3173 

EF! GRIZZLY BEAR TASK FORCE * 

POB 6151 Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406)587-3356 

EF! INDEPENDENT ORGANIZER 
Roger Featherstone Box DB 
Blsbee, AZ 85603 (602)624-3196 

EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 
Canton Office 

Kris Sommervllle, business manager 
John Davis, editor 
POB 7 Canton, NY 13617 
(315)379-9940 

Tucson Office 

Nancy Zlerenberg, merchandising 
Dale Tlirnei; assistant editor 
POB 5871 Tlicson, AZ 85703 
(602)622-1371 

EF! CONSENSUS TRAINING 
MB Nearing #341 Wolf Creek, OR 97497 

EF! OCEAN-DOLPHIN TASK FORCE 
POB 77062 

San Frandsco,CA 94107-7062 

EF! RAINFOREST ACTION 
Bay Area Earth First! POB 83 
Canyon, C A 94516 (415)376-7329 

EF! REDWOOD ACTION TEAM (RAT) 

Greg King POB 1031 Redway, CA 95560 
(707)923-3097 

EF! WOLF ACTION NETWORK * 

Tom Skeele POB 6733 Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406)585-9607 

PAW (PRESERVE APPALACHIAN WILDER- 
NESS) 

Jamie Sayen RFD 1, Box 530 
N. Stratford, NH 03590 (603)636-2952 

INTERNA- 
TIONAL EF! 
GROUPS 

AUSTRALIA 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore 
New South Wales 2480 Australia 
phone: 066-21-85-05 

Marianne Heynemann 

PO Box 256 Mltchem, 3132 Australia 

Melbourne EF! GPO Box 1738Q 
Melbourne, 3001 Victoria Australia 

CANADA 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Paul Watson POB 48446 
Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 Canada 
(604)688-SEAL 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053 Kamloops, BC Canada V2C 6H2 

ONTARIO 
Eastern Canada EF! 

Mike Kaulbars POB 4612, Station E 
Ottawa, ONT K1S 5B6 Canada 


GERMANY 
Cynical Tormentors 
Redderwed 23 
2090 Wlnsen-Roedorf 
Federal Republic of Germany 

INDIA 

Anand Skarla, P.B. #14, 

Cochin 682001, Kerala, India 
009-484-25435 

KENYA 

Environmental Liaison Centre (International) 
POB 72461 Nairobi, Kenya 
(254-2)24770/340849/336989 

MEXICO 

Eco- Solar Ave. Eugenia 1510 Col. Narvarte 
Mexico 03020 D.F. Mexico 

POLAND 

A.Janusz Korbel ul. Magi 21/3 
43-300 Bielsko-Biala Poland 

* SCOTLAND 

Grant Collie c/o 11 Forth St. Edinburgh, 
Scotland UK 

Fearghuis McKay 4 York Rd. Edinburgh, 
Scotland, UK 

SOUTH SWEDEN EF! 

R. "Rldgerascal" Wleringa, Dalslundsvagen 82, 
S-232 51 Akarp Sweden ph: (040) 46 18 63 

LOCAL 

GROUPS 

ALASKA EF! 

Michael Lewis POB 670647 
Chugiak, AK 99567 
(907)688-5619 

ARIZONA EARTH FIRST! • 

Eric Twachtman POB 3412 Tucson, AZ 85722 
(602)327-3691 

Cheryl Bashaw CU Box 7893 
Flagstaff, AZ 8601 1 (602)523-3909 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Mike/Terri (602)276-2849 

CALIFORNIA EARTH FIRST! GROUPS 

Chico EF! 

Michele Miller POB 5625 Chico, CA 95927 
(916)894-7362 

American River EF! 

POB 805 Georgetown, CA 95634 
(916)333-1715 

Volcano EF! 

J. Sten Layman POB 1475 
Sutter Creek, CA 95685 
(209)223-2965 

Central Valley EF! 

POB 73771 Davis, CA 95617 
(916)753-3239 

LOS ANGELES EARTH FIRST! 

POB 4381 North Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818)905-0583 (805)499-7183 

Orange County EF! 

POB 28318 Santa Ana, CA 92799 

LA Rainforest Action Committee 
POB 34427 Los Angeles, CA 90034 
(213)839-4247 

NORTHCOAST CALIFORNIA EF! GROUPS 
Northcoast California EF! * 

POB 368 Bayside, CA 95524 
Larry Evans (707)826-7501 
Bill Devall (707)677-3914 

Laytonvllle EF! 

POB 372 Laytonvllle, CA 95454 
(707)984-8263 

Sonoma County EF! 

Pam Davis POB 7544 

Santa Rosa, CA 95407 (707)523-1229 

South Humboldt EF! 

Darryl Chemey & Greg King c/o POB 34 
Garbervllle, CA 95440 

Ukiah EF! 

Judl Bari 106 West Standley 
Ukiah, CA 95470 (707)485-0478 
Betty BaU (707)468-1660 

SAN DIEGO EARTH FIRST! * 

Claude Mathis POB 31 1 
Encinitas, CA 92024 (619)942-8069 


SAN FRANCISCO BAY EF! * 

Karen Pickett POB 83 Canyon, CA 945 16 
(415)376-7329 

Daniel Barron & Brian Gaffney POB 411233 
San Francisco, CA 94141 (415)824-3841 

Santa Cruz EF! * 

Karen DeBraal POB 344 

Santa Cruz, Ca 95061 (408)425-8094 

South Bay EF! 

Rick Bernardi POB 20803 

San Jose, CA 95 160 (408)927-0274 

COLORADO EARTH FIRST! * 

Walkabout Newsletter 
POB 1166 Boulder, CO 80306 

Scott Sala 1141 Emerson St 
Denver, CO 80203 (303)831-6093 

Michael Robinson POB 12243 
Boulder, CO 80303 

Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

Colorado Springs/Manitou Springs EF! 

Becky Elder POB 861 

Manltou Springs, CO 80829 (719)685-4257 

Huerfano Valley EF! POB 663 
Redwing, CO 81066 

CONNECTICUT EF! 

Trap Rock EF! POB 3856 Amity Station 
New Haven, CT 06525 (203)387-5851 

FLORIDA EARTH FIRST! * 

POB 13864 Gainesville, FL 32604 
(904)371-8166 

Big Bend EF! * 

Mike Schoelen POB 20582 
Tallahassee, FL 32316 (904)224-6782 

Gulf Coast EF! 

POB 146 Tarpon Springs, FL 34688 
(813)942-2001 

HAWAII EARTH FIRST! 

c/o Paul Faulstich 1777 East-West Rd. 

Honolulu, HI 96848 

ILLINOIS EARTH FIRST! 

Southern Illinois EF! 

POB 1059 Edwardsvllle, IL 62026-1059 
(618)692-3246 

Shawnee EF! Rene Cook RR6 Box 397 
Murphysboro, IL 62966 (618)684-4332 

IOWA EARTH FIRST! 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! Hal Rowe 

722 Westwlnds Dr. #3 

Iowa City, IA 52246 (319)354-6674 

MAINE EARTH FIRST! 

Gary Lawless Gulf of Maine Books 
61 Main St Brunswick, ME 04011 
(207)729-5083 

MARYLAND 

Chesapeake EF! Ron Huber POB 184 
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732 
(301)855-2975 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Connectlcutt Valley EF! 

POB 298 Shelburne Falls. MA 01370 
(413)625-8279 

Glacial Erratic (Newsletter) 

Mike Zwlkelmaier RR1 Box 393 
Sharon, VT 05065 

MICHIGAN 
Wapln' EF! 

Bob Tree more 2645 Peters Road 
Dexter, MI 48130 (313)930-0446 

MIDWEST HEADWATERS EF! 

HankBruse 235 Travis Drive 

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 (715)423-5636 

Chicago EF! 

POB 6424 Evanston, IL 60204 

Paul Rechten 7405 Shields Rd. 

Harvard, IL 60033 (815)943-4178 

Twin Cities EF! 

Kurt Seaberg 2208 16th Av. S. #2 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 (612)722-5022 

Lakes Area EF! 

Joshua Long 415 1st Ave. NE 
Brainerd, MN 56401 

Midwest Headwaters EF! News * 

POB 14691, Madison, WI 53714 

MISSOURI EARTH FIRST! 

The Gateway EF! Tribe POB 1961 
St. Louis, MO 63118 (314)752-501 1 

Big River EF! POB 189 Pacific, MO 63069 
Orin Lange lie (314)257-2437 . 

A. Wood tree (314)776-3390 

Kansas City EF! 

Mark Swan holm 

POB 10213 Kansas City, MO 64111 

NEW MEXICO EARTH FIRST! 

Brad Lagorlo * 2405 Meadow Rd SW 
Albuquerque, NM 87105 (505)873-0299 

Ganges Wilson Drawer W 
Taos, NM 87571 (505)758-4899 

Upper Rio Grande EF! 

Gary Schiffmiller POB 8659 
Santa Fe, NM 87504 (505)984-1428 

NEW YORK EARTH FIRST! 

Finger Lakes EF! 

Caren Smiley 

POB 101 Ithaca, NY 14851 

Greater Adirondack Bioregion EF! 

Snaggletooth 1 125 Phoenix Ave. 

Schenectady, NY 12308 
(518)374-6592 

Long Island EF! 

PO Box 812, Huntington, NY 11743 
(516)424-6499 

NORTH CAROLINA EARTH FIRST! * 

Earth Liberation Front/EF! POB 171 
Alexander, NC 28701 

Blue Ridge Earth First! 

Bob Carglle/Val Muehlhausen 
61 Church St. #202 Asheville, NC 28801 

\ 


OHIO EARTH FIRST! 

Scioto River Group Steve Moore POB 91 
Greencamp, OH 43322 (614)528-2517 

Black Swamp EF! OHIO S.E.CT. 

Rick B. Van Landingham III c/o Office of 
Student Activities, Student Union Rm 3518 
University of Toledo, 2801 W. Bancroft St. 
Toledo, OH 43606 

Oberlin EF! c/o Bill Fleig 

OCMR Box 874 Oberlin, OH 44074 

(216)775-5588 

OREGON EARTH FIRST! 

Portland EF! POB 13765 
Portland, OR 97213 (503)232-3282 

EF! Siskiyou 
Bobcat. POB 212 

Williams, OR 97544 (503) 846-7342 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384 Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305 

PENNSYLVANIA EF! 

Three Rivers EF! & Pennsylvania EF! * 

Andrew POB 6013 Pittsburgh, PA 15211 
(412)481-8524 

ALLEMONG BIOREGION EF! 

Allemong Wilderness Group 
POB 1689 Greensburg, PA 15601 

TEXAS EARTH FIRST! * 

Christ! Stevens POB 7292 University Station 
Austin, TX 78713 (512)320-0413 

East Texas EF! 

Dave Burkart Rt 3, Box 114 
Cleveland, TX 77327 (713)592-7664 

EF! Out There POB 1214 
College Station, TX 77841 

VERMONT EF! 

Erik Sohlberg RR1, Box 80- A 

East Corinth, VT 05040 (802)439-6266 

VIRGINIA/DC EARTH FIRST! 

Robert F. Mueller Rt. 1 Box 250 
Staunton, VA 24401 (703)885-6983 

Appalachian EF! * 

Ernie Reed Box 309 

Nellysford, VA 22958 (804)361-9036 

Virginia Highlands EF! * 

c/o Brenda Vest POB 40 Goshen, VA 24439 

UVA EF! 

Ellis POB 3240 
Charlottsville, VA 22903 

WASHINGTON EARTH FIRST J GROUPS 

Cheetwoot EF! 

POB 10147 Olympia, WA 98502 

Columbia Plateau EF! 

Brian Barry 222 N. 29th 
Yakima, WA 98902 (509)452-8074 

Okanogan Highlands EF! 

POB 361 Republic, WA 99166 

Olympic Peninsula EF! 

The Dancing Nudl Branches 

POB 1813 Port Townsend, WA 98368 

Seattle EF!/Washlngton EF!* 

George Draffan 

POB 95316 Seattle, WA 98145 

Shuksan EF! 

Tony Van Gessel 

POB 773, Bellingham, WA 98227 

Walla Walla WA EF! 

Environmental House Whitman College 
Walla Walla, WA 99362 (509)527-5738 

WILD ROCKIES EF!* 

Jake Jagoff POB 7891 Missoula, MT 59807 

Yellowstone EF! 

Randall Restless Box 6151 
Bozeman, MT 59715 (406)587-3356 

Wyoming EF! 

655 North Cedar Laramie, WY 82070 

LOCAL 

CONTACTS 

ALASKA 

Eric Holle POB 1324 Haines, AK 99827 
ARIZONA 

Gristle POB 1525 Prescott, AZ 86302 

Friends of the Owls/Karl Montana 
POB 11152 Prescott, AZ 86304 

Student Environmental Network 
POB 2294, Prescott, AZ 86302 

CALIFORNIA 

Glenn Parton POB 123 

Shasta, CA 96087 (916)241-7340 

Wind River 260 Ashley Ave. #15 
Woodland, CA 95695 (916)668-1409 

DELAWARE/MARYLAND 

Greg DeCowsky Upper Shore Ecology Center 

POB 71 Georgetown, MD 21930 

(301)275-8091 

FLORIDA 

Black Rhino Vegetarian Soc. 

MaVynee O. Betsch 

Rt 3, Box 292 American Beach, FL 32034 


Pan c/o 1507 Edgevale Rd. 

Fort Pierce, FL 34982 (305)466-0833 

Marla Quintana 5761 SW 51 Terr. 

Miami, FL 33155 (305)662-9383 

GEORGIA 

Paul Beck 3654 Old Ferry Rd. 

Martinez, GA 30907 (404)855-6426 

HAWAII 

Greenpeace Hawaii POB 10909 
Hilo, HI 96721 (808)935-0770 

Christopher Hope-Cowing POB 1031 
Makawao, HI 96768 (808)572-2546 

IDAHO 

I.A.O.T. POB 1360 Priest River, ID 83856 
(208)448-2504 

INDIANA 

B.Y.RD. 101 Crawford St #308 
Terre Haute, IN 47807 

KANSAS 

Mountain Yarrow 214 Neosho 
Emporia, KS 66801 (316)342-1621 

Don Yockey Rt. 1, Box 906 
Soldier, KS 66540 (913)834-2431 

KENTUCKY 

Erik Dellahousay 455 Ed Howe Rd. 
Munfordville, KY 42765 (502)531-6703 

LOUISIANA 
ARKLATEX EF! 

c/o Eddie W. Hand 504 W. Louisiana #4 
Ruston, LA 71270 (318)251-2580 

MARYLAND/ DC 

Leonard J. Kerpelman 2403 W. Rogers 
Baltimore, MD 21209 (301)367-8855 

Rick Ostrander 6135 Camelback Lane 
Columbia, MD 21045 (301)596-3978 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Alan (Attlcus Finch) Goldblatt 

391 Concord Ave. Cambridge, MA 02138 

(617)876-3775 

Autonome Forum POB 366 
Wllllamstown, MA 01267 (413)597-6165 

MICHIGAN 

Martin Leverenz 3553 David K. St. 

Waterford, MI 48095 (313)623-9433 

MISSOURI 

Sue Skidmore 1364 S. Plaza 
Springfield, MO 65804 (417)882-2947 

Herb Simon 1007 E. Sixth, Holden, MO 64040 
(816) 732-6400 (w) 732-4954 (h) 

Alexandra Swarthout 
POB 101 Ridgeway, MO 64481 

NEBRASKA 

David Langston 839 S. 15th 
Lincoln, NE 68508 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Lawrence H. St.Laurent Jr. 

POB 14-Annex Concord, NH 03301 

NEW YORK 

Gary Bennett 127VassarSt 
Rochester, NY 14607 (716)461-0797 

Geeskaenh c/o Johnson RR1 Box 280 
Barker Rd., Tully NY 13159 (315)696-6199 

Wetlands Preserve/Russ Weis 

161 Hudson St., New York, NY 10013 

(212)966-5244 

OHIO 

Ohio Valley EF! 

Brian & Theresa Hagemann 

529 Riddle Rd. Cincinnati, OH 45220 

(513)961-3660 

Clint Holley III 28410 S. Bridge Cir. 

Westlake, OH 44145 (216)892-7891 

OKLAHOMA 

Lynette Setzkom 914 South Pittsburg, 

Tulsa, OK 741 12 (918) 834-1759 

OREGON 

Kalmiopsls EF! POB 1444 
Cave Junction, OR 97523 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Antoinette Dwinga 

842 Library Ave. Carnegie, PA 15106 

David Hafer c/o Otzlnachson 
POB 65 Lewisburg, PA 17837 
(717)523-3107 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Joseph Allawos 99 St. Philip St #107 

Charleston, SC 29403 

TENNESSEE 

Kim Pilarski Turner 2015 Ford Lane 
Knoxville, TN 37920 (615) 577-1257 

TEXAS 

William Larson 9122 Oak Downs Road 
San Antonio, TX 78230 (512)342-2520 

Nikki McDonald POB 670719 
Dallas, TX 75367 (214)739-1248 

VIRGINIA 

Larry Holish 4 10 Rldgevlew Apts. 

Blacksburg, VA 24060 (703)951-9155 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Vince Packard POB 65 Myra, WV 25544 


USUAL DISGUSTING PLEA 
FOR MONEY 

The Earth First! movement runs on your financial 
support. We don't need as much as other groups 
since we are grassroots, volunteer, decentralized and 
have low overhead. Moreover, you get to select 
where your hard-earned money goes. Don't send 
your contributions to this newspaper, send them di- 
rectly to one of these hard working groups. 
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Participants in a Deep Ecology workshop at the Round River Rendezvous talk amid the trees and wildflowers of southern Montana. 


RRR ROCKS AND 
ROLLS IN MONTANA 


How do you describe an EF! Rendezvous to 
someone who has not been to one? Perhaps 
semi-organized anarchy would be a start. For 
such was the Round River Rendezvous in 
Montana's Graveliy Range July 9-15. I am 
always amazed when a project as big as this 
with as many possible problems comes off 
smoothly. Vet somehow EFl's non-hierar- 
chical structure worked once again, and the 
11th annual RRR was a roaring success! 

The pre-rendezvous hype amongst me- 
dia, locals and extreme right-wingers nation- 
wide bordered on hysteria. There were at- 
tempts to keep EF! from obtaining a permit to 
meet on public land (see related article). The 
Freddies held a public meeting in Ennis, the 
closest town to the site, back in April; 600 
angry, hostile locals came. We felt fortunate 
to get out of town with our hides intact. 
Rumors flew within EF! and elsewhere that 
there would be federal roadblocks, car 
searches, and roaming SWAT teams at the 
RRR. Yet in spite of it all, it was a truly fine I 
Rendezvous. The few locals who showed up / 
were friendly and even helpful. Cops were j 
conspicuously absent, remaining down on j 
the road away from the site. Perhaps they j 
were unwilling to brave the 3/4 mile walk top— 
the site? No cars were searched, no one 
arrested. The Freddies — especially Madison 
District Ranger Mark Petroni — were mostly 
honest and helpful, at least before the RRR. 

So what did happen? We met for a week 
in a spectacular location, with huge mead- 
ows full of wildflowers, incredible views of 
the 1 1,000 foot peaks of the Madison Range 
and the wide, golden Madison Valley below. 
There was plenty of room for dispersed 
camping in groves of Aspen and Doug-fir. 
Hyde Creek flowed nearby, providing acces- 
sible if unpotable water. Wildlife, from 
Moose and Mule Deer to Sandhill Cranes and 
Bald Eagles, was seen. Thunderstorms rolled 
through a few times, providing pyrotechnics 
but little rain. 

The RRR commenced Monday with an 
opening circle, followed by men's and 
women's caucuses, then the first o f aperies of 
nights filled with berserk revelry. (The usua l - ) 
ft xu i flirts arosghetween-lhose^fio want ed to \ 
gaze into the campfire and listen to croon ing ^ 
voices, and thos e who would rath er~slTrtefc. 
Jiowl ana cavortin naked amoebasy-H up- 
pose the tcessler beer ana home brew had 
something to do with the mood of the latter! 

Workshops covered the spectrum from 


Wolves and Grizzlies to Redwood Summer 
and urban sprawl. As usual, we had to 
assume that anything discussed at work- 
shops was public, due to the heavy press 
presence. One person stupidly announced a 
workshop on "political assassinations", 
which the press was only too happy to spread 
around. Another workshop on hunt sabo- 
tage became headlines in the Billings Gazette. 
Speaking of press, they were everywhere, 
hungry for the confrontation and bloodshed 
they deemed inevitable. None arose, but EF! 
was still headlines in Montana for over a 
week. Why can't we get such coverage for 
actions and campaigns? 

Thursday night at the Wild Rockies camp 
was a classic EF! hoedown, with many of the 
well-known bards belting out ballads, and 
some not-so- well-knowns showing incred- 
ible talenri^Friday night the War Dance' 
etllluiieilCed to the beat of drums, starting 
/with the weaving of the web of life, which 
was torn apart by the Machine, only to arise 
again and destroy the evil Machine. General 
chaos then erupted: naked, painted bodies 
■ writhing in muddy heaps, heathens twisting 
and shouting to the incessant beat, infiltra- , 
\lors WiilrliiiijT, iu nwr -,im1 riiiir.ltiii.iliiin 
Satrftday~tKeSagebrush Patriots Rally was 
blessed with yet another flawless Montana 
summer day, and started only 2 hours late. 
Sol provided the power for the sound stage. 
A bizarre and talented lineup included acts 
we cannot forget but wish we could, such as 
the Feral Nuns on Drugs and the Velcro 
Sheep. Darryl Chemey dazzled us with a 
fiery set including some new ballads, and 

I -One Wp |f t»rr.,.ghtthr.D-Uiy tn jvW_«tr.mp. 

ing finish with the Tribal Unity lam? * 

Sunday we wrapped up the RRR with last- 
minute workshops and MB's essential nonvi- 
olence prep, then on to Bozeman to pay 
Plum Creek a visit! Thanks to those who 
stayed Monday to assure the cleanliness of 
the site, and to the hardworking, easygoing 
RRR committee. See you in New 
Hampshire's White Mountains in 1991 for 
the first RRR east of the Rockies! 

— Phil Knight, 1990 RRR Committee 



Glen Waldeck struts his stuff in the Sagebrush Patriots Rally at the RRR. 
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DEMANDS END TO CORPORATE RAPE 


On July 16, following the EF1 Round River 
Rendezvous in southwest Montana, 110 
angry, unchained EFlers descended on Plum 
Creek’s lumber mill in Belgrade, Montana, 
10 miles west of Bozeman. We came to 
deliver a message, to vent our spleens, to 
chant and sing, and to confront Plum Creek. 
This was the biggest EF! action ever in south- 
west Montana. 

According to a June 18 article in the Wall 
Street Journal, “Plum Creek is chainsawing a 
trail of profits and over-cut forests across the 
Pacific Northwest. It is rapidly felling old- 
growth forests, including trees that predate 
this nation by a century or more. It has cut 
to the very banks of pristine trout streams. It 
has bulldozed a road into one defacto wilder- 
ness area and threatened to do the same to 
another." We have seen what Plum Creek is 
doing to the 1.4 million acres of railroad- 
grant lands it "owns” in places like 
Snoqualmie Pass, Washington, and Jack 
Creek, Stone Creek and the Swan Valley in 
Montana. They are logging at three times the 
rate of regeneration and rarely replanting, 
preferring to log it off and get out. They do 
not even claim to be foresters. In feet, Rich- 


ard M. Bressler, chairman of Plum Creek and 
parent company Burlington Northern, said 
in the Wall Street Journal article "I don't know 
anything about trees, particularly.” Plum 
Creek is also waging a major public disinfor- 
mation campaign, claiming in widespread 
full-page ads that "For us, Every Day is Earth 
Day.” Right. 

Plum Creek is threatening to log sections 
it holds in South Cottonwood Canyon near 
Bozeman, last unroaded drainage in the 
north end of the Gallatin Range. Local 
opposition is mounting and, thanks to the 
efforts of Concerned Citizens for Cotton- 
wood, Congress has allocated $1 million to 
buy their holdings in South Cottonwood; 
but Plum Creek wants more. The Forest 
Service has done little to facilitate the buy- 
out. EF! has promised to be there when and 
if road construction begins, and Plum Creek 
is worried about their public image. 

So EF! gathered to confront the corporate 
scum. Cops were everywhere, playing with 
their videocams like Japanese tourists. We 
got in their faces, took photos of them, asked 
them questions. Also present were Forest » 
Service and US Fish and Wildlife Service 


MOUNTAIN STATES LEGAL J 
FOUNDATION TRIES TO 1 
STOP RRR 


by Phil Knight, Yellowstone EF! 

The Denver-based Mountain States Legal 
Foundation (MSLF) attempted to stop the 
Round River Rendezvous from happening by 
filing an appeal of the Forest Service decision 
to grant Earth First! a permit to meet on 
public land. The MSLF was founded byjames 
Watt in 1977 and funded by Joe Coors (if 
anyone needed another reason to boycott 
Coors "beer," here it is), and is supposedly 
"dedicated to Individual liberty, the right to 
own and use property, limited government 
and the free enterprise system." Under James 
Watt, infamous Secretary of the Interior for 
Reagan and head of MSLF until his appoint- 
ment to Interior, the MSLF defined its pur- 
pose as fighting "excessive bureaucratic 
regulations and the stifling economic effects 
resulting from the actions of extreme envi- 
ronmentalist groups and no-growth advo- 
cates." 

Early in its career MSLF supported the 
Sagebrush Rebellion through suits against 
EPA and the Dept, of Interior which ham- 
pered enforcement of clean air and water and 
wilderness protection laws. They also took 
on the Sierra Club and the Environmental 
Defense Fund. They fought against affirma- 
tive action at the U. of Colorado and against 
the ERA in Idaho. Funding for MSLF in- 
creased from $194,000 at establishment to 
$1.2 million in 1981. They have been de- 
scribed as anti-consumer, anti-feminist, 
anti-black, anti-government, and above-all, 


anti-environmentalist. Watt's appointment 
to Interior was evidence of Joe Coors's inor- 
dinate political power and was a direct favor 
by Reagan to Coors and the "Colorado Ma- 
fia." 

While the appeals process is a legitimate 
tool for challenging decisions relating to 
public lands management, the process was 
used by MSLF in this case in an attempt to 
obstruct our constitutional right to public 
assembly. It is ironic that a group that 
whines about misuse of the appeals process 
and excessive government control ran to the 
government, exhorting them to keep us 
from gathering on public land! Their 80- 
page appeal was full of "proof" that EF! is a 
terrorist organization which has forfeited its 
constitutional rights. 

William Pendley, President and Chief 
"legal" advisor for MSLF, was quoted in the 
summer 1990 edition of BEAR NEWS as say- 
ing "War" is not too stronga word to describe 
industry's struggle against environmental- 
ists. Pendley said "We sue people and we 
love it. It is not enough to defend, but we 
must go on the offensive." Pendley ad- 
dressed a crowd of 4-5000 at a "Right to Work 
Rally" in Humboldt County, CA on June 2. 
Most of his speech was Reagan-style anec- 
dotes about poor beleaguered westerners 
facing the environmental menace. He com- 
plained that "Environmental terrorists... are 
like Hitler's Brown Shirts [Are we commies or 
fascists? I wish they'd make up their minds]. 
They are trying to frighten you off the 



Charlotte London beats out free verse at the Rally, accompanying herself on a hand drum. 
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enforcement fools. Why the hell were they 
there? We were not on public land! Yet 
another sign of collusion between Big Um- 
ber and government. 

The WSJ article labeled Plum Creek the 
"Darth Vader" of the timber industry, a fit- 
ting appellation. We did a skit in which 
Plum Creek was depicted as Darth Vader, 
mowing down the forest, only to be van- 
quished by EFlers yelling "may the Forests be 
with you!" Darryl Chemey provided rous- 
ing music, and a bullhorn delivered our 
messages to the people inside. We called 
over the megaphone for workers to join us, 
singing "Where will you work when all the 
trees are gone?" We later learned that some 
of the workers agreed with us but had been 
threatened with loss of employment if they 
joined us! 

EF! also delivered a list of demands via the 
bullhorn: 

— All 19th century railroad grant lands be 
returned to public ownership 
— Plum Creek voluntarily institute monitor- 


ing of the environmental effects of its private 
lands logging practices. Monitoring process 
and results must be open to public scrutiny 
— Moratorium on all loggingof public lands 
adjacent to private timberlands within Na- 
tional Forest boundaries 
— Congressional hearings on Burlington 
Northern's violations of public trust. 

Circling up and howling, we ended the 
action after 3 hours, and paraded down the 
busy street, blocking traffic and talking to 
motorists. Press coverage of the action fea- 
tured a front-page Bozeman Daily Chronicle 
photo of Darth Vader with a Plum Creek sign 
on its chest. In the background lurked police 
and Plum Creek thugs. 

In a related action, a group calling itself 
"TREE” (Thoughtful Restoration of Endan- 
gered Ecosystems) planted 1000 trees on a 
road which Plum Creek had illegally bull- 
dozed into a Wilderness Study Area in the 
Gallatin Range in 1987. See Tribal Lore for 
details. 

— Phil Knight, Yellowstone EF! 



Enthusiastic police forces not only showed up for the Plum Creek demonstration near Bozeman, 
MT, they even made home videos. Isn't it nice to know they care ? 


land.. .now they want to meet in public for- 
ests and plan their terrorism...It's like the 
Islamic Jihad planning to bomb a plane." 
And here is another beaut: "How ironic it is 
that we can beat Red Ivan [USSR? — have we 
beaten them? At what?] but we can't beat the 
red squirrel." He also said "It's not the 
spotted owl, the desert tortoise that is endan- 
gered, it is us, our life, our communities. It's 
timber, mining, and oil workers and Off 
Road Vehicle users ..." 

Pendley said in a news release this spring 
that "by their past actions, these environ- 
mental terrorists have forfeited their right to 
gather on public land to plot and 'strategize' 
on how to terrorize Westerners ..." MSLF’s 
comments to the Forest Service opposing 
EF!’s plans to hold the RRR on the Beaver- 
head National Forest included these tidbits: 
"Earth First! opposes all uses of the public 
lands of the West(!) including grazing, min- 
ing (nineteen power poles leading to an 
important Arizona mine were toppled by 
Earth First! adherents, for which they were 
indicted), timber harvesting (Earth First! 
opposition includes the 'spiking' of trees — 
an action which, in the words of CBS 60 
Minutes, 'nearly decapitated’ a timberman 
in California) [that tired old Cloverdale inci- 
dent again], oil and gas exploration and 
development, skiing (leaders of Earth First! 
have been indicted for attempting to topple 
a chairlift at a ski resort in Arizona), and 
other recreational uses (environmental ter- 
rorists spread caltrops across trails in Califor- 
nia)." Note that this right-wing group which 
claims to stand for "individual liberty" is 
quick to proclaim the guilt of those indicted. 
What happened to innocent until proven 
guilty? 

I wrote to MSLF challenging them to 
name an EF!er who has been convicted of a 
violent crime. They could not. Nor, of 
course, could they name a tree- spiking inci- 
dent for which EF! was responsible that in- 
jured someone. 

MSLF listed in their comments such al- 
leged crimes as arson, breaking and entering, 
aiding and abetting a felony, malicious mis- 
chief, criminal trespass, and conspiracy. 
Anyone out there been convicted of any of 
these? MSLF claimed that, by granting us a 
permit to gather, the FS would be "permit- 


ting federal lands to be used not merely to 
advocate the violation of federal and state 
laws through acts of vandalism, sabotage 
and terrorism, but to conspire to violate 
federal and state laws while providing in- 
struction on how best to engage in such 
criminal acts to avoid detection and prosecu- 
tion." So, FreedomofSpeechandFreedomof 
Press do not apply to Earth First!, eh Pendley? 

Here is the classic line from their com- 
ments: "The specter of a band of men and 
women dedicated to committing acts of 
violence, sabotage and terrorism against 
users of public lands — such as cattlemen and 
miners — roaming the Beaverhead National 
Forest in search of people or property to 
victimize is manifestly dangerous." 

Of course, MSLF and the 77 groups who 
joined their appeal were unable to stop Earth 
First! from holding the Rendezvous. Pendley 
was "extremely disappointed" that the dis- 
trict judge in Helena ruled in our favor. 
Tough beans, mate. Even the U.S. Attorney 
General admitted we are not a terrorist group 
and have a right to gather on public land. In 
fact, we had a fantastic Rendezvous, caused 
no harm to the local populace, engaged in no 
monkeywrenching, and left the beautiful 
Rendezvous site in excellent condition. 
Meanwhile MSLF spent all sorts of money, 
time and energy trying to stop our gathering 
and provided Earth First! with phenomenal 
amounts of media coverage. Why? It seems 
most likely that MSLF knew they couldn't 
stop us, but are using this attempt and all the 
resultant publicity as a fundraising platform, 
making poor redneck shmucks believe that 
MSLF is trying to protect their lives and 
livelihoods from the ecoterrorist menace! 

MSLF is now serving as a "national clear- 
inghouse" on environmental terrorism. 
Their hotline number is 1-303-TESTIFY — for 
Tell of Environmental Sabotage and Terror- 
ismlnterferingwith Freedom— Yours. Pretty 
lame acronym, no? Call or visit them at: 
1660 Lincoln St., Suite 2300, Denver, CO 
80264; 303-861-0244. 

Ed. note: Not that it would affect any of our 
actions , but MSLF has bragged to reporters about 
their ability to record the phone number of origin 
for all incoming calls to the hotline; they traced 
one batch of anonymous calls to a Sierra Club 
office. — DT 




WILD Conference Begins Mapping the Vision 


by Bill Devall 

Approximately 150 grassroots activists 
from over 27 nations gathered at the East- 
West Center on the University of Hawaii 
campus in June to assess the threats to eco- 
systems around the world and develop tac- 
tics to protect endangered ecosystems. 

Adriane Carr, WILD Conference Coor- 
dinator said, "We are gathered here to share 
a life-protecting dream to identify and pro- 
tect Earth’s wild places before they are de- 
graded and their special wild character and 
biodiversity lost. The goals of the WILD 
Conference are to make this dream tangible 
and to plan the steps necessary to make it a 
reality." 

The conference was cosponsored by the 
Western Canada Wilderness Committee and 
Kumu Honua, the Hawaiian Archipelago 
Wilderness Society. Kumu Honua and other 
Hawaiian groups provided prayers and cere- 
monial offerings at the beginning of each 
day and hosted a traditional feast, or luau, for 
conference participants. ■ 

Kumu Honua and the Pele Defense 
Fund also organized a post conference excur- 
sion to The Big Island, Hawaii, to study the 
threats to the Puna Rainforest from geother- 
mal development projects. The Hawaiian 
archipelago provided a fitting setting for a 
conference on endangered ecosystems. 
Nearly half of the bird species on the US 
Endangered Species list are endemic to the 
Hawaiian islands. Massive missile launching 
projects, urbanization, tourism, military 
projects and struggles over native Hawaiian 
land claims and revival of native Hawaiian 
religion and culture combine to make Ha- 
waii a dynamic state within which wilder- 
ness lovers are a small minority. 

Conference participants came from a 
broad range of American ecology groups, 
from the Sierra Club to Earth First!. A strong 
contingent from Canada included the presi- 
dent of World Wildlife Fund-Canada, and 
natives (or First Nation peoples as they pre- 
ferred to be called) from Yukon Territory, 
British Columbia, and other Canadian prov- 
inces. Delegates came from Estonia, a Baltic 
nation attempting to establish its independ- 
ence from the Soviet Union, other European 


ENDANGERED SPACES: The Future for 
Canada's Wilderness, ed. Monte Hummel; 
1989; Key Porter Books, Toronto, Ontario; 
288 pp. $39.95. 

American readers who remember how 
important the Sierra Club exhibit format 
books of the 1960s were to the development 
of ecological awareness in this country, will 
find Endangered Spaces a rich reading experi- 
ence. 

We are told that we live in an age of 
videos, that books are an old-fashioned 
approach to developing nature awareness in 
people. But detailed arguments, maps and 
historical narrative can still be provided 
more thoroughly in a book than in a video. 
We are also told that glossy paper books use 
tree flesh and that environmentalists are 
contributing to the problem of deforestation 
by publishing such books. But the pen is still 
mightier than the sword and publishing the 
right book at the right time can help catalyze 
a whole environmental campaign. 

After reading Endangered Spaces, I am 
convinced that this is the right book for the 
right time. 

Monte Hummel, general editor of this 
anthology and CEO for World Wildlife- 
Canada, asks at the beginning of the book 
the fundamental question addressed by the 
various authors: How important is wilder- 
ness to the future of Canada and the world? 
Will its future come about by design or de- 
fault? Ours is the last generation that has any 
choice in this matter. 

This book is written for a Canadian 
audience and many of its themes have al- 
ready been developed in the context of 
American history by such writers as Wallace 
Stegner and Ed Abbey, as well as in histories 
of American wilderness attitudes. This does 
not diminish the importance of Endangered 
Spaces, however. Many Americans are igno- 
rant of Canadian geography and political 
and social history. Americans, as well as 
Canadians, can leam a great deal from this 
book. 

It is divided into four sections: learning 
from the past, current issues and perspec- 
tives, the state of wilderness across Canada in 
1990, and strategies for the future. 1 found 
most interesting John Broadhead's chapter, 
"The All Alone Stone Manifesto," about 
Haida native land claims on the Queen 
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nations, Australia and Latin America. 

In one of the first speeches, Dr. David 
Suzuki, geneticist and host of the Canadian 
TV show “The Nature of Things," asked why 
governments are not seriously addressing 
ecological problems, and concluded that 
nobody likes bad news. Furthermore, nei- 
ther governments nor most citizens have a 
long time, perspective. People bom since 
World War II feel that continued economic 
growth is "normal." And we are continu- 
ously being brainwashed to accept Progress, 
Economic Growth and the illusion that 
humans are outside or above nature. The 
greatest illusion, however, is economic. 

Suzuki said that economics is a crazy 
construct that assumes no limits. Most 
economists believe economic growth can go 
on indefinitely. With economics comes 
"resource management." How can scientists 
assume they know enough to become air 
quality managers or toxic waste managers, 
Suzuki asked. "We can't manage natural 
resources. We don't comprehend the com- 
plexity of a single watershed." 

Suzuki's warning about economists 
reminded participants that the WILD Con- 
ference grew, in part, out of dissatisfaction 
with the wilderness conference held in Colo- 
rado in 1987 (see EFlfoumal). At that confer- 
ence David Rockefeller, Maurice Strong and 
other bankers and leaders of national envi- 
ronmental organizations embraced the 
Brundtland Report, named after the then 
Prime Minister of Norway who headed a UN 
commission on sustainable development. 
That report, which did not develop a strategy 
for family planning, concluded that natural 
areas could only be protected by encourag- 
ing sustainable economic development in 
Third World nations. 

Neither the commission that produced 
the Brundtland Report nor the Colorado 
Wilderness Conference provided a forum for 
grassroots activists. Indeed the trade fair that 
was part of that conference included exhibits 
of ivory products and fur coats provided by 
international ivory and fur trade associa- 
tions. The restraints on discussion at that 
conference are illustrated by the fact that 
although David Brower attended the 1987 
conference, he was not invited as a speaker. 


Charlotte archipelago (get out your Canada 
map if you don't know where that is) and 
environmentalists' agenda of establishing a 
national park on South Moresby island. 
Broadhead poses this as a basic dilemma for 
Canada and other nations with "First Na- 
tion" peoples within their borders: The 

Haida have proposed a new model for parks in 
Canada — one that is inspired by the principle of 
respectful relations and mutual benefits between 
people of all origins and the natural world. The 
question is: Is Canada even capable of respond- 
ing in kind, or will the Haida go on to show us 
how it's done on their own? 

With the recent constitutional crisis in 
Canada over the relationship of Quebec as a 
"distinct society" to the rest of Canada, 
American readers will find some historical 
context for the crisis in Harvey Mead's 
"Quebec's Natural Heritage." Hunting and 
trapping is still deeply rooted as a "right" and 
"way of life" in Quebec. At the same time the 
"national assembly" is committed to some of 
the most gigantic and ecologically destruc- 
tive projects in North America, includingthe 
James Bay project. 

Throughout this anthology the writing 
is crisp and to the point. The format of the 
book is attractive and a bibliography pro- 
vides the reader with other information 
sources. The next step in the campaign for 
endangered spaces is to provide detailed 
maps of each ecosystem showing extant 
native vegetation and animals; document- 
ing threats, such as mining and logging; and 
noting decision-makers. 

The recent creation of a common mar- 
ket between Canada and the US has made 
economic factors and corporations in the US 
and so-called "market forces" even more 
important in decisions over wilderness areas 
in Canada. Whole ecosystems are threat- 
ened with liquidation in Alberta and British 
Columbia, in particular. Proposed pulp mills 
in those two provinces will take most of the 
biomass of an area the size of some New 
England states in a ten to thirty year period 
and leave a denuded landscape. 

Reviewed by Bill Devall. Endangered 
Spaces is available from EF! Books. WWF- 
Canada will grant all royalties from the sale of 
the book to the Canadian Parks and Wilderness 
Society for its work to save endangered spaces in 
Canada. 


Neither Earth First! type of grassroots activ- 
ism nor deep ecology were discussed on the 
official program. 

The most memorable line from the 
1987 Wilderness Conference came from 
Raymond Dasmann, then head of Environ- 
mental Studies at University of California, 
Santa Cruz; "Beware of bankers bearing 
gifts." 

At the WILD Conference, in contrast, 
participants were encouraged to share their 
agendas and to help each other. Conference 
organizers made a special effort to invite First 
Nation peoples to present their perspectives 
on ecosystem protection and the place of 
humans in natural ecosystems. 

Both First Nation peoples and environ- 
mental activists from around the world told 
of their anger at multinational corporations 
and government agencies, a sense of frustra- 
tion but also of defiance. And a sense of 
reverence for the spirit of place — for Hawai- 
ian volcanos and forested river valleys in 
British Columbia, sacred mountains in 
Greece, wetlands in Estonia, tall grass prai- 
ries in North America and the frozen wilder- 
ness of Antarctica. 

Dave Foreman reminded participants of 
the lesson of Glen Canyon Dam: Never give 
away a place you don't know. Thus the need 
to identify and map endangered ecosystems 
throughout the globe. 

Foreman noted that many speakers at 
the conference advocated using a wide diver- 
sity of tactics to defend wilderness including 
decommissioning illegal roads and airfields 
in roadless areas. Foreman said the superin- 
tendent of a national park in Latin America 
told him that he uses ECODEFENSE as a 
management tool. 

Working groups were established at the 
conference to map endangered ecosystems 
.for each of the continents and associated 
ocean regions. Adriane Carr of Western 
Canada Wilderness Committee said that the 
mapping project was based on the assump- 
tion that if people knew how little wild land 
remains/they would act to save it. 

There were many different perspectives 
on the definition of wild areas or wilderness. 
Some First Nation people complained that 
"wilderness" is basically a Euro-North Ameri- 
can concept. By consensus in the working 
group on North America, it was defined as a 
place maintaining natural systems and na- 
tive biodiversity. Participants also decided 
that First Nation peoples as indigenous in- 
habitants are included in wilderness. Any 
settlements of land claims or other historic 
agreements between governments and First 
Nations should be compatible with the goal 
of maintaining natural diversity and cultural 
diversity. 

Some First Nation spokespeople said 
they felt like "invisible people." One woman 
from Canada said that in her native language 
there is no word for "environment" because 
"we live it." 

Other First Nation spokespeople spoke 
of what they called "green fascists" who love 
animals but don't consider the rights of First 
Nation people to kill wildlife. They also 
spoke of the difficulties of dealing with 
multinational corporations and government 
agencies who use reports as weapons against 
wilderness advocates. Some First Nation 
representatives were particularly hostile to 
the observer from the Fund for Animals. 

Conference participants expressed 
strong support for the land claims of First 
Nation peoples and the plight of endangered 
native lands. Hawaiian activists discussed 
the threats to the islands from the military 
industrial complex. 


Three questions help to frame the work 
of activists. What do we want? What do we 
know? What are we willing to accept? 

The many visions of the future can be 
classified into two broad themes. One is a 
technocratic utopia with managed forests, 
massive use of genetic engineering and re- 
source extraction in even the wildest areas 
on the planet, including the frozen Antarc- 
tica. The other theme is ecotopia with free 
flowing rivers, stabilized human population, 
healthy native biodiversity and recovering 
ecosystems. Many of us in the Earth First! 
movement have promoted some form of the 
ecotopian vision. 

We have always held that diversity is 
strength in the Earth First! movement, but 
not all people feel their needs are met within 
the current framework. It seems appropriate 
to ask if we need to establish a new forum to 
explore our current state of knowledge about 
endangered ecosystems and promote their 


In the working session on North Amer- 
ica, including Mexico and Greenland [Nearc- 
tic Realm], participants agreed that certain 
biological information underlying 
everyone's concerns — species diversity, en- 
dangered species, habitat, vegetation types 
and such — could be mapped. North Ameri- 
cans have a huge inventory of maps, LAND- 
SAT photos and computer technology avail- 
able. Indeed the major problem for mapping 
endangered ecosystems on this continent is 
what to select from this material. 

Some people questioned how maps will 
be used. First Nation people said maps had 
been used by explorers to guide other Euro- 
peans to gold and other exploitable re- 
sources. Many participants did not want to 
include sacred areas on maps because people 
intent on vandalizing the sites might use the 
information. 

The North American working group 
proceeded with the definition of wild areas as 
"roadless areas." The group agreed that areas 
of adequate size and quality to encompass 
spiritual and cultural values and subsistence 
use by First Nation people should be identi- 
fied whenever possible by original or aborigi- 
nal names on maps based on natural land- 
scape divisions rather than political bounda- 
ries. Wild areas should be large enough to 
accommodate minimum viable populations 
of indicator species of wildlife, especially top 
predators; and areas that can be restored to 
more wild condition should be included. 

Dave Foreman's inventory of roadless 
areas in the continental United States (out- 
side Alaska) published in THE BIG OUTSIDE, 
and maps provided by Canadians for British 
Columbia, provided prototypes of macro 
mapping projects. Mapping of ancient for- 
ests in Humboldt County, California, pro- 
vided a model for micro mapping, combined 
with a vision of long-term wilderness restora- 
tion. The Nearctic group avoided the word 
'park' because of the elitist and recreational 
connotations it has accumulated over the 
years. 

It was suggested that large areas could 
include "human exclusion zones." These 
could include whole mountain ranges where 
the "hand of man" would be absent for 
centuries to allow natural forces to prevail. 

Mapping workshops were held on using 
LANDSAT photos and Geographical Infor- 
mation Systems (GIS) to develop dynamic 
land use plans. Planners from one such 
project in New Mexico described the devel- 
opment of a model based on the goal of 
managing complexity and diversity within 
an interactive framework of biophysical and 
social change. 

Canadians explained the political 
framework and culture in Canada which 
differ somewhat from those in the US. 
Monte Hummel summarized the lessons of 
wilderness activists in Canada. He said these 
include having a clear purpose; requiring 
that groups submerge their own identity and 
agenda to work together on specific projects; 
assuming there are good people everywhere, 
even in corporations; giving people positive 
things to do when they express concern; not 
compromising on principles; and doing the 
technical homework necessary for well de- 
veloped arguments. 

Canadian activists talked about the 
need in Canada to state a preservation goal 
that can be completed. They suggested that 
1 2% of the Canadian land area be designated 
as protected zones. This is the percentage 
suggested in the Brundtland Report. Cana- 
dian national government officials endorsed 
this as feasible. 

continued on next page 


protection. 

Some grassroots activists may feel that 
the mappingproject is too abstract and intel- 
lectual and diverts attention from frontline 
civil disobedience. Others feel that the 
mapping project provides an exciting oppor- 
tunity to continue the work begun during 
the past decade that resulted in publication 
of THE BIG OUTSIDE. 

What do you, the readers, think? 
Would you be interested in attending re- 
gional conferences in the US or Canada to 
map endangered ecosystems and developing 
tactics to protect them? Can you provide 
detailed information about endangered spe- 
cies or ancient forests or wetlands and the 
specific threats to them in your bioregion? 
Would you participate in a new project or 
organization promoting protection of en- 
dangered ecosystems? Let us hear from you. 

—BUI DevaU 


WILD Book Review 


Will You Map WILD? 






News From the WILD 

v : J 


At the recent WILD Conference in 
Honolulu (see Bill Devall's article), 27 coun- 
tries and an even greater number of NGOs 
(non-governmental organizations) were 
represented. Many of these are impecunious 
Third World NGOs bravely fighting foreign 
multinational corporations to save wild 
lands. The following blurbs are adapted from 
articles and publications of some of the out- 
standing groups at the conference. All these 
groups need money; please donate if you 
can. 

Chile's Forests Are 
Temperate 

Ancient Forest International (AFI) was 
created in 1989 following an expedition 
deep into southern Chile's Bosque Valdiviano 
temperate rainforests. Within Chile's forests 
are found intact ecosystems which include 
significant stands of the ancient Araucaria 
Pine ( Arancaria arancana), or Monkey Puzzle 
Tree, and the giant Alerce Cedar ( Fitzroya 
cupressoides), sister tree of the magnificent 
redwoods of the Pacific Northwest. [See Greg 
King's article on the Alerce forests in 9-89 
EFf\ 

AFI is a non-profit grassroots interna- 
tional affiliation of scientists, journalists, 
and environmental activists, with core 
groups operating in the US and Chile, dedi- 
cated to helping preserve and educate about 
Earth's few remaining intact temperate for- 
est ecosystems. AFI has raised $160,000 for 
purchase of a pristine tract of 1100 acres of 
Araucaria Pine northeast of Pucon in the 
Cafii Range of the southern Andes. Negotia- 
tions are in progress for two extensive Alerce 
wilderness habitats in Chile’s southern fjor- 
dal region. 

The world's temperate rainforests con- 
tain the largest and some of the oldest living 
species on the planet. Dr. Nate Stephenson 
confirmed by ring-count that the Alerce 
Cedar is at least the second oldest tree 
known. Individual Alerce are longer-lived 
than any other tree except the Bristlecone 
Pine. Further research may establish that 
Alerce live even longer than the Bristlecone. 
[ed. note: The largest Alerce yet found is about 14 
feet in diameter, much smaller than the largest 
Giant Sequoias; yet this Alerce is estimated to be 
4200 years old, as compared to 3200 years old 
for the oldest Sequoia specimen found.] 

The cool and rainy coastal environ- 
ments of the Pacific Northwest and southern 
Chile comprise the two most extensive tem- 
perate ancient forest ecosystems in the 
world. Tropical trees must use most of their 
energy for water retention and thermal regu- 
lation, whereas temperate species can devote 
more energy to wood fiber production. 

Described by ecologists as "relict for- 
ests," in a hemisphere now dominated by 
broadleafed species, the Alerce and Araucaria 
are confined to the rugged topography of the 
southern end of South America. Decimated 
by a century of logging and burning, the 
residual stands of these noble conifers still 
face threats. Although the Chilean govern- 
ment recognizes the unique virtues of the 
Alerce, illegal logging continues. Decree 
490, which accords the Alerce status as a 
national monument, contains loopholes big 
enough to drive logging trucks through. The 
Araucaria was recently reinstated to national 

( Conference . . . ) 
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Some US activists argued that such a 
percentage is arbitrary and insufficient. 
Some visionary planners wish to establish 
vast "recovery zones" such as the "Buffalo 
commons" of the Great Plains where some 
areas are tending away from domesticated, 
single crop farming toward native grasses, 
recovering populations of native vertebrates 
and native climax vegetative patterns. 

Questions to be asked in the mapping 
and planning of any bioregion are these: Are 
we protecting the full range of biological 
diversity in our zoning? How can local 
people be provided social justice while we 
save ecosystems? What is ongoing protec- 
tion after an area has been zoned? 

In closing the conference Adrianne Carr 
reaffirmed the assumption of the WILD 
conveners that mapping endangered ecosys- 
tems is our way of gaining power. "It is time 
forustomakeourownmaps. Theyareatool 
in our fight to save this planet. We all can 
make a commitment to continue gathering 
information after this conference." 

Bill Devall is a sociologist, environmental 
activist, and the author of numerous articles and 
books, including (with George Sessions) Deep 
Ecology. 


monument status, but faces similar exploita- 
tion. 

One of the few pure Alerce forests is 
within a broad saddle formed by three slum- 
bering volcanoes in Pata Mai. This high 
cradle in the southern Andes of Chile is 
genetically one of the world's oldest ecosys- 
tems. 

The Magellanic forests of the southern- 
most part of Chile are also endangered. 
Magellanic forests inhabit the Taitao Penin- 
sula (46 degrees south) to Cape Horn (56 
degrees S). These forests have 12 tree species, 
24 bird species, and 12 native mammal spe- 
cies. Imperiled species include the Magel- 
lanic Woodpecker ( Campephilus magellani- 
cus), Tierra del Fuego Culpeo Fox ( Dusicyon 
culpeus lycoides), Gato Montes ( Felis 
geoffroyi), and Huemul Chileno ( Hip - 
pocamelus bisulcus). Almost 3 million hec- 
tares of this forest remain, of which 195,000 
are now slated to be logged. Park or reserve 
status protects 1.7 million hectares of the 
Magellanic forest. 

— Ancient Forest International, POB 
1850, Redway, CA 95560 


Brazil Has Another 
Rainforest 

Brazil's estimated 3.5 million square 
kilometers of tropical forest accounts for 
30% of the world’s total. Moist tropical 
forests worldwide cover only 7% of Earth’s 
surface, yet are home to 80% of its plant and 
animal species. Although Amazonia is the 
most widely known tropical forest in Brazil, 
the country is also home to the gravely 
threatened Atlantic Forest. When the first 
European colonists arrived in Brazil, the 
Atlantic Forest covered approximately 1.5 
million sq km, or 15% of Brazil's territory — 
the entire eastern coast from the state of Rio 
Grande do Norte to Rio Grande do Sul, ex- 
tending hundreds of kilometers inland in 
southern Brazil. 

Since Europeans first began harvesting 
Brazil wood, the Atlantic Forest has experi- 
enced catastrophic rates of deforestation. 
Today, only 8% of its original area remains 
and it has been divided into isolated and 
threatened pockets, [ed. note: In one of these 
pockets, biologists recently discovered a species 
heretofore unknown to science, the Black-faced 
Lion Tamarin. This small primate inhabits an 
island south of Sao Paulo. — -JD] 

Tragically, the surviving Atlantic Forest 
is undergoing rapid conversion due to pres- 
sures from farming, ranching, logging and 
real estate development. Though many of 
the forest remains are supposedly protected 
by parks, most parks lack the manpower, 
resources and political will to function prop- 
erly. 

The dire crisis facing the Atlantic Forest 
is a result of historical, economic, and demo- 
graphic trends. This region bore the brunt of 
Brazilian colonization and subsequent in- 
dustrialization. While industrialization 
continues unabated, Sao Paulo and Rio de 
Janeiro are experiencing massive urban 
migration from other regions of Brazil, plac- 
ing further stress on the natural resource 
base. 

Today, more than 60% of the nation's 
population live in the 15% of its territory 
that once comprised Atlantic Forest ecosys- 
tems. Remarkably, 20% of the remaining 
forest cover is found in the "LAGAMAR" 
region, within 100 km of Sao Paulo, which 
has become the most heavily populated and 
industrialized urban center in the Southern 
Hemisphere. 

Despite its history of decline, the Atlan- 
tic Forest remains incredibly dynamic. The 
geography of Brazil's eastern coast is charac- 
terized by the Serra do Mar mountains with 
elevations ranging from 1000-2000 meters. 
The rugged terrain of the Serra do Mar is a 
contributing factor to the Atlantic Forest's 
tremendous biological diversity. At its vary- 
ing elevations, there are exceptional ex- 
amples of coastal, lowland, gallery and cloud 
forest systems, which house die forest's 
famous orchids, bromeliads, parrots, Howler 
and Spider Monkeys, tamarins and marmo- 


sets. 

Many of the Atlantic Forest's species 
(estimated to be at least 10,000) are found 
nowhere else. Approximately 53% of all tree 
species and 74% of all other plant species are 
endemic to the region. Most of its butterfly, 
reptile, amphibian and bird species are en- 
demic, as well as 39% of its mammals. 

SOS Atlantic Forest Foundation is a pri- 
vate non-profit conservation organization 
trying to save this forest. Its strategies in- 
clude environmental education and gather- 
ing and providing conservation data. 

— Fundacao SOS Mata Atlantica, Rua 
Manoel da Nobrega, 456, CEP 04001, Sao 
Paulo, SP, Brasil 

WCWC Looks Beyond BC 

The Western Canada Wilderness Com- 
mittee, which organized the WILD Confer- 
ence, is a non-profit society that conducts 
educational campaigns and produces high- 
quality publications. Its campaign to save 
the Carmanah watershed, a temperate rain- 
forest on Canada's Pacific coast, is an ex- 
ample of how WCWC works. It produced 


and distributed 960,000 copies of four news- 
papers about Carmanah to households and 
politicians around Canada. WCWC also 
works internationally with such organiza- 
tions as Sahabat Alam Malaysia and the 
Penan people of Sarawak. [WCWC leaders 
Paul George and Adriane Carr began the 
group, World Wilderness Committee, that 
hatched the WILD Conference. -ed.] 

—WCWC, 20 Water St, Vancouver, BC, 
Canada V6B1A4 

Mine Befouls Fly River 

The Fly River which flows part way 
along the border between the independent 
state of Papua New Guinea and Irian Jaya, 
part of Indonesia, is the largest river in Papua 
New Guinea (PNG). Near its headwaters is a 
large open pit copper mine operated by 
Oktedi, a consortium of companies from 
Canada, Germany, USA, Australia, and PNG. 
The mine is discharging chemical waste and 
waste rock directly into the river. This is 
killing fish, increasing sedimentation, and 
killing vegetation many miles downstream. 

Please express your concern to these 
officials: 

*Hon. Mr. RN Namaliu, CMG, Prime Min- 
ister of Papua New Guinea 
*Hon. Parry M. Zeipi, MP, Parliament, 
Waigani, Papua New Guinea 
"Hon. Pais Wingti, MP, Leader of the 
Opposition, Parliament House, Waigani 
"The Premier, Mr. N. Makmop, Fly River 
Provincial Government, PO Box 51, Darv. 
Western Province, PNG 
"Mr. G. Kurokuo, Leader of the Opposition 
(same address) 

— Western Canada Wilderness Com- 
mittee 

India Trusts Tigers 

India’s jungles, ranging from lush elver- 
green tropical rainforests in the east to the 
dry deciduous desert scrub in the west, are 
the homes of 350 mammal species including 
Lions, Tigers, Leopards, Snow Leopards, Asi- 
atic Elephants, Gaur, Wild Buffalos, rhinoc- 
eros, eight species of deer and many pri- 
mates. Over 2000 species of birds, various 
crocodiles, turtles, snakes, lizards and over 

50,000 Insects enrich India’s fauna. 

India has set aside over 120,000 square 
kilometers in 450 protected areas as National 
Parks, Sanctuaries and Reserves, but they 
cover only 3.6% of its land. Meanwhile, 
human population exceeding 800 million is 
exerting excessive pressure on the natural 
resources. The only way to preserve India's 
wildlife is to enhance environmental aware- 
ness of the people through educational and 
research programmes. To meet this urgent 
need a foundation has been registered as a 
conservation trust. Since the Tiger is the 
spirit of the Indian jungle, the foundation's 
title is Tiger Trust of India, [ed. note: Tiger 
Trust has helped restore India's Tiger popula- 
tion to its highest level in many years, with 


over 4000 of the world's largest cats now 
thought to be wandering 18 Tiger preserves 
in India.] 

— Tiger Trust, Kailash Sankhala, 21, 
Dhuleshwar Garden, Jaipur-302001, INDIA 

A Thousand Birds Imperiled 

Today, 1 in 9 of the world's bird species 
is threatened with extinction. The Interna- 
tional Council for Bird Preservation (1CBP), 
founded in 1922, is working to reverse this 
global catastrophe. Birds act as indicators of 
the environmental health of our planet. 

ICBP purchased Cousin Island to save 
the Seychelles Warbler. Once reduced to just 
30 birds, the population has expanded ten- 
fold thanks to ICBP’s management. Cousin 
Island is in the Indian Ocean's Seychelles. 

ICBP workers in Cameroon are helping 
local people protect the forest on Mt. Oku, 
only home to Bannerman's Turaco. Grow- 
ing trees for reforestation is preserving the 
biodiversity of the region. 

ICBP has helped purchase a forest re- 
serve in Dominica to safeguard the threat- 
ened habitat of the Imperial Amazon Parrot, 


which has declined to just 60 birds. ICBP is 
providing educational facilities and stimu- 
lating wildlife tourism as a source of income 
for the island, which is in the Windward 
group of the West Indies. 

ICBP monitors the status of all threat- 
ened birds and compiles the International 
Bird Red Data Books, used by governments 
and environmental decision-makers 
worldwide. Birds to Watch: the ICBP World 
Check-list of Threatened Birds summarises the 
most recent information and is valuable for 
all conservationists. 

— ICBP, 32 Cambridge Rd, Girton, 
Cambridge, CB3 7BR, UNITED KINGDOM 

Canada's Temperate 
Rainforests Dwindle 

Along with the United States, Canada 
shares the ancient temperate rainforest of 
western North America. British Columbia’s 
temperate rainforest is dominated by three 
tree species: Sitka Spruce, Douglas-fir, and 
Western Red Cedar. 

The only coastal old-growth forests in 
Canada not slated for logging are found 
within a series of disconnected parks and 
small forest reserves scattered along the BC 
coast. The BC forest industry cuts some 

260.000 hectares (about 1000 square miles) 
of old-growth timber every year. The pro- 
tected old-growth amounts to a total of 

186.000 hectares. About half of this is con- 
centrated in the South Moresby National 
Park Reserve, in the Queen Charlotte Islands 
off central BC, and Strathcona Provincial 
Park on central Vancouver Island. These 
forests have trees over 2000 years old, 300 
feet tall, and 20 feet in diameter. Two areas 
in need of protection are: 

CLAYOQUOT SOUND 

Clayoquot Sound, next to Pacific Rim 
National Park, on the west coast of Vancou- 
ver Island, includes the unlogged wilderness 
areas of Meares Island, Flores Island, and the 
Megin and Ursus Rivers. Together they pro- 
vide a forest continuum uniting Pacific Rim 
National Park to the south with Strathcona 
Provincial Park to the north. 

In the next few years all these forests are 
slated to be logged. The Tofino town council 
and Chamber of Commerce don't want it to 
happen., Together they are preparing a sus- 
tainable development plan for the region's 
long-term future. The plan is based on a 
mixed economy but heavily weighted to 
tourism. The regional logging plans of 
MacMillan Bloedel and Fletcher Challenge 
run for about 15 years. 

CARMANAH CREEK 

The biggest Sitka Spruce trees known in 
Canada are found in the Carmanah Valley 
on the west coast of Vancouver Island adja- 
cent to Pacific Rim Park. Here trees ap- 
proaching 300 feet tall and ten feet or more 
in diameter anchor a verdant, fem-rich nar- 
row river valley. 

continued on page 24 
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Vote Foreman For President 

Though he doesn't know it yet, Dave 
Foreman may soon announce his candidacy 
for the President of the United States, in 
1992. Clearly, the world as we know it is 
doomed; only fast and radical change can 
save Gaia's biodiversity. Putting energy into 
electoral politics may seem fruitless, but can 
anything less than an ecocentric President 
change our country in time? 

Though neither she nor he knows it yet, 
Alice Walker is likely to be Dave's running 
mate. With her Intellectual prowess and 
superior sense of ethics, she will show Dan 
Quayle for the buffoon he is. 

So, radical conservationists unite! 
You've nothing to lose but a few month's 
work. 

We face, though, two initial obstacles: 
Dave Foreman does not want to run for Presi- 
dent; and his wife Nancy Morton won’t let 
him run. Please write the Mormans now 
(POB 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703) urging them 
to promptly change their minds. Dave must 
hit the campaign trail soon if he is to win in 
92. 

—John Davis, F5 (Fund For Foreman For 
Foreperson) 

Wyoming Politics Explained 

In Natrona County, WY, former county 
commissioner Joe Shicklch is running to 
regain his old seat. As part of his campaign, 
he's introducing a strong measure of honesty 
into Wyoming politics. Shicklch is a real 
estate salesman, and a sign posted on a land 
parcel he's trying to move reads, "For Sale. 
Commissioner Shickich." A phone number 
is conveniently supplied. (Casper Star-Trib- 
une, 7-19-90) 


Hornets' Nest Stirred up Around 
Elephants 

Officials of the Denver Zoo have elimi- 
nated elephant and camel rides, rightly 
pointing out that exploiting the animals for 
entertainment was not a "dignified" way of 
presenting them. While animal protection 
groups have applauded the decision, many 
other folks have not, especially youngsters. 
Unwilling to face more hornets, the zoo 
declined to go along with a suggestion from 
a humane society that balloons be banned 
on grounds that they are sometimes swal- 
lowed by animals. Life may be cheap, but 
dignity is not (Denver journal, 5-14-90) 

Humans Infecting Simians with 
AIDS 

Medical researchers have discovered 
that a strain of the AIDS virus undergoes 
genetic changes which turn it into an ex- 
ceedingly rapid agent, killing monkeys in six 
days. Scientists disagree at this point over 
the possibility that a similarly fast HIV may 
exist in humans. Be that as it may, the report 
once more raises the disturbing question: do 
humans, for their own benefit, ha ve the right 
to play God with simians and other species? 
(New York Times and Associated Press). 

Rats Unlimited? 

If a recent report be true, three pet rats 
that a couple took with them when they 
moved into a condo minium last November 
exploded into the 295 rats that animal con- 
trol officers spent four hours collecting for a 
trip to eternity via the local pound in March, 
Neighbors had taken a dim view of the ro- 
dents staking out territory in the walls. 

(L os Angeles Times, 3-5-90) 

Dogs and Cats Unlimited 

In 1988, French persons spent $5.2 bil- 
lion to care for their 35 million domestic 
animals; this, in a population of about 55 
million humans. Some of these pets are the 
beneficiaries of medical care and dog-sitting 
fees exceeding comparable costs for people. 
Most of these pets live in cities whose pedes- 
trians are aware of the attendant problems. 


Other material consequences include the 
large number of bites (ca. 500,000 per year) 
inflicted by multitudinous unleashed 
bowzers. More philosophical concerns (ele- 
gantly presented in three-part explications , 
no doubt) are expressed by sociologists and 
anthropologists, who see danger in putting 
animals above humans and even relate this 
mania to the xenophobic tendencies of the 
extreme political right. Ecologists, in con- 
trast, might say the French have done a bully 
job of over-producing degenerate domestic 
beasts while exterminating most of their 
wild animals. Besides, the French are only 
German poodles.... (New York Times, 2-2-90) 

Critters and Overheating 

— In the State of 10,000 Lakes and several 
more gophers, some enterprising members 
of the latter group had, or caused, a $ 1 20,000 
blast when they chewed through some gas 
lines. ( Everyone's Backyard, 6-90) 

— Squirrels in an attic in Columbus, Ohio, 
may have caught the lunch they were inno- 
cently munching, when they caused a short 
circuit, igniting a $250,000 bonfire. ( Colum- 
bus Dispatch, 5-20-90) 

— Miffed by the effrontery of a serpent 
headed for a pit stop in her bathroom, a lady 
in Maryland called a neighbor for help. This 
good Samaritan doused the slithery guest in 
gasoline which was then ignited by a furnace 
pilot light. One may hope that the snake, 
whose fate is unknown, effected a rapid 
change of skin. As for the house, a cool 
$50,000 should fix it up. The neighbor looks 
a bit sheepish about the incident. (The Re- 
corder, Calvert County, MD) 

Vet's Carelessness Kills Chimp 

Last August, a Maryland veterinarian 
spoke to a symposium of vets and primatolo- 
gists about the safe handling of primates. In 
January the same vet tried to put a 200- 
pound male chimpanzee into a cage without 
tranquilizing him. Understandably, the 
chimp attacked. The primate's owner, for 
whom the vet was supposed to transport this 
male and his mate to a university research 
lab, saved the man by pushing him into a 
cage and striking the primate with a metal 


Elephants Rout Villagers 

A herd of elephants in Indonesia went 
on a rampage this July, trampling a man to 
death, smashing crops, and forcing 200 
people to flee the village of Panggung. Vil- 
lage chief M. Nafi said the herd was believed 
to have come for revenge after seeing the 
carcasses of four elephants shot by ivory 
poachers at the rim of the forest, according to 
the Jakarta Post. (Associated Press, 7-6-90) 

Australopithecine note: The Old Man is respon- 
sible for the remainder of the blurbs. 

Animal Slave Traders 

The chickens may have come home to 
roost for a pair of dealers in exotic animals, 
Earl Tatum and Jim Fouts. When "surplus" 
animals are produced as a result of successful 
breeding programs in zoos, they are sold to 
noble fellows like the above-named, who 
may resell them to other zoos, but who are 
also suspected of selling them to exotic ani- 
mal auctions. Buyers at such auctions may 
include hunting ranches which then set up 
the critters to be blasted to eternity by sport- 
ing types who pay big, dirty bucks for the 
pleasure of the kill. 

Tatum was recently fined $7000 for 
selling a zoo-bred Snow Leopard cub, in 
1986. Fouts is said to have admitted taking 
four Addax Antelopes, another endangered 
species, from the San Diego Wild Animal 
Park to an auction in Missouri in 1985. 
Rather belatedly, Tatum may lose his federal 
permit to trade endangered spades; the San 
Diego Zoological Society has stopped doing 
business with Fouts; and on orders from 
Mayor Tom Bradley, the L.A. Zoo may no 
longer deal with either of these two gents. 
Furthermore, the L.A. City Council has 
drafted an ordinance to forbid the zoo from 
dealing with anyone who sells to hunting 
ranches. The mayor probably deserves credit 
for stepping in when he found out about the 
situation, but it is fair to wonder about the 
zoo officials. Can they really be that igno- 
rant? (Los Angeles Times, 1-31-90, 2-6-90, 2- 
27-90) 


( WILD News . . . ) 

continued from page 23 

Until a public outcry reached Parlia- 
ment Hill, MacMillan Bloedel and the BC 
Forest Service were rushing to log these heri- 
tage trees. Today they propose leaving a big- 
tree reserve of 5 38 hectares (for day-use only) 
while they log the 6700 hectare watershed. 

SOLUTION: Add Carmanah Valley to 
Pacific Rim Park. Write to Premier Vander 
Zalm, Parliament Bldgs, Victoria, BC, V8V 
1X4, CANADA; and Prime Minister Mu- 
lroney, House of Commons, Ottawa, On- 
tario, K1A 0A6. 

— Sierra Club of Western Canada, 314 - 
620 View St, Victoria, BC, V8W 1J6 

Protect the Tetrahedron 

The last laige stand of ancient and high 
elevation forest on British Columbia's Sun- 
shine Coast is threatened by logging. The 
Tetrahedron Alliance and the Western Can- 
ada Wilderness Committee need your help 
to save it. 

Alpine wildflowers and deep snows on 
the summits of Panther Peak, Tetrahedron 
and Mount Steele seasonally compete for 
supremacy atop the rim of the Tetrahedron 
Wilderness. Here, Rock Ptarmigan, typically 
birds of the northern tundra, have been 
discovered in what is likely their most south- 
erly breeding locale on the continent. 

Down from the rocky p>eaks, down 
through the meadows and stunted trees of 
the sub-alpine zone, you come to the less 
harsh habitat of the lakes and old-growth 
forest. Hereancient Yellow Cedar, Mountain 
Hemlock and Balsam Fir trees dominate a 
3000 foot high bowl of lakes, meadows, and 
creeks. In a cut block scheduled for logging 
this summer lives the oldest recorded Moun- 
tain Hemlock in British Columbia, aged over 
900 years. Nearby, a recently cut stump is all 
that remains of a Yellow Cedar that was 
living 1200 years ago. 

The Ministry of Forests has author- 


ized logging to proceed this summer in the 
Tetrahedron. Please write the Honorable 
Claude Richmond, Minister of Forests, 
Parliament Buildings, Victoria, BC, 
V8V1X4 CANADA. Ask him to stop all 
logging in the Tetrahedron. 

— Tetrahedron Alliance, Box 1802, 
Sechelt, BC, VON 3A0; and Western Canada 
Wilderness Committee, 20 Water St, Van- 
couver, V6B 1A4 

Mapping From Space 

Direct observation of the entire land 
surface of Earth and mapping of existing 
plant and animal life are now possible. The 
origin of terrestrial life forms and their evo- 
lution and distribution during continental 
drift, geological, and paleoclimatic processes 
have produced the biogeography we observe 
today. The advent of man has changed the 
natural vegetation and modified large areas. 
Increased knowledge of the existing bio- 
sphere will improve prediction of future 
processes and conditions on Earth, as well as 
the effects of natural resource policies. The 
Biomap proposal would involve biological 
mapping of the entire land surface of Earth 
from space. 

The Planetary Biology Institute is a non- 
profit California corporation founded to 
advocate scientific study and management 
of the living constituents of Earth. Biomap 
forms the cornerstone of this project . Its goal 
is to assist in expanding and integrating 
worldwide meteorological, oceanographic, 
geological, geographic, cartographic, and 
Landsat and SPOT inventory and monitor- 
ing programs in support of planetary biol- 
ogy. 

— Planetary Biology Institute, 7 La Vista 
Verde, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90274 

Europeans Map Vegetation 

The purpose of the vegetation map of 
Europe is to unify the different approaches to 
the mapping of the reconstructed natural or 
potentially natural vegetation of Europe. 
Today, we have access to many national and 


pipe. Surgeons subsequently reattached to 
the man an ear and a thumb, but he lost parts 
of three fingers. The chimp was "destroyed." 
This act was protested by the International 
Primate Protection League, which was also 
considering seeking a review of the veteri- 
narians' license. (The Pittsburgh Press, 1-17- 
90) 

Helpless Hunters Harassed 

In March, the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives considered HR 3768, the National For- 
est Safety and Protection Act, filed by Ron 
Marlenee, Republican of Montana. De- 
signed to protect poor, victimized sports- 
men, it would punish persons convicted of 
disruption of legal hunting activities or of 
violence against hunters, with fines up to 
$10k. Proponents reported instances of such 
disruption, violence, and even of poisoning 
and trapping of hunting dogs. Marlenee, 
citing the large financial contributions of 
sportspersons to conservation and wildlife 
management programs, stated blithely that 
"Without hunters, there would be no wild- 
life." (Thus hunters seem to have displaced 
evolution.) Opponents expressed their ob- 
jections to violence against both humans 
and wildlife. They also pointed out that the 
bill would infringe on the right to free speech 
guaranteed by the First Amendment. (Wash- 
ington Times, 3-15-90). 

The State of Maryland already has on 
the books a law that prohibits speaking to a 
hunter or opposing his or her activity, or 
speaking or shouting in such a way as to alert 
animals targeted. The law is being tested by 
Wayne Pacelle, national director of the Fund 
For Animals, who was arrested for a calm 
Infraction of the law. Pacelle has also op- 
posed HR 3768, as has the Deputy Chief of 
the Forest Service, Allan J. West. The chances 
of defeating the bill may have been hurt 
when NBC news showed a member of a 
group protesting a Bison hunt near Yellow- 
stone poking a hunter with a ski pole. (The 
Sun, 3-15-90) 

Quick Thinking? 

At a January meeting of Shooting, 
Hunting, Outdoor Trade (SHOT) members, 
this sad tale circulated: Earlier in the month 
a group of hunters went out to massacre 
ducks at a lake, which they found to be 
frozen. One enterprising fellow decided to 
throw out a stick of dynamite to blow a hole 
in the ice. Unfortunately, Fido galloped out 
to retrieve the stick, picked it up, and started 
back toward the quaking machos who all 
offered pressing admonitions to the noble, 
conditioned canine. Nothing daunted, 
Bowzer bounded on until stopped dead, alas, 
by a shot which triggered the blast far 
enough out to save the men. (The Washing- 
ton Post, 1-28-90). 

—El Viejo 


regional vegetation maps generally with a 
high information content, but all these maps 
are different in their conceptions, content of 
the mapping units, structure of the legends, 
etc.; so they are difficult to compare. 

The map should express the natural 
plant communities corresponding to the 
actual climatic and edaphlc conditions and 
excluding human impact. The reconstruc- 
tion (or construction) of natural (or poten- 
tially natural) vegetation is based on the 
remnants of the natural ecosystems of our 
time. The application of the map may be 
envisaged in 4 ways: 

1 . Protection of nature — the map represents 
a basis for a more objective selection of 
biosphere and biogenetic reserves. 

2. Landscape planning — it will provide 
information for estimates of bioproductivity 
and for the potential production of restor- 
able natural resources. 

3 . Environmental protection — it will help in 
monitoring vegetation changes, etc. 

4. Education — it will be a teaching aid for 
universities and postgraduate training. 

— Botanical Institute, Czechoslovak 
Academy of Sciences, CS - 252 43 Pruhonice 
near Praha, Czechoslovakia 

New Philippine Group 
Defends Forests 

Kinaiyahan Foundation Inc. is a non- 
government, non-profit institution commit- 
ted to preserving the integrity of creation 
and working for justice. Its programs in- 
clude Trainings and Education on the Eco- 
logical System (TREES) and Alternative Live- 
lihood for Integrative and Viable Environ- 
ment (ALIVE). ALIVE is intended to assist 
grassroots communities in setting up alter- 
native socio-economic projects that will 
enhance their livelihood, hence enabling 
them to contribute to the task of preserving 
the environment. 

— KFI, Door 1, 2nd FI, Aala Bldg, 
McArthur Hwy, Matina, Davao City 8000, 
PHILIPPINES 
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Many Sharks May Be Headed Toward Extinction 


ed. note: The following is reprinted from Con- 
servation Biology (3-90; Blackwell Scientific 
Publications, Three Cambridge Center, Suite 
208, Cambridge, MA 02142), a magazine of 
great import for all wilderness activists. 

Sharks have existed for over 400 million 
years. They have survived competition for 
eons and some species have evolved into 
large and aggressive predators. Sharks in- 
habit all the oceans. They are a diverse group 
of some 350 species that range in size from 
gigantic 12m whale sharks to tiny pygmy 
sharks that are full grown at only a few 
centimeters. Sharks are generally very slow 
growing, take many years to reach maturity, 
and produce only a few young after long 
reproductive cycles. Thus, sharks have a very 
low reproductive potential when compared 
to bony fishes. Many shark species are migra- 
tory, rangingwidely across the oceans. Their 
migrations are attuned to temperature and to 
their reproductive cycles. Adult sharks may 
congregate in certain areas for mating, and 
females generally travel to specific nursery 
areas to give birth to their young. With just 
one or two exceptions, sharks are predators 
or top predators armed with extremely acute 
senses that make them very effective at locat- 
ing prey. All these traits have contributed to 
the evolutionary success of sharks, but the 
appearance of a formidable new predator, 
Homo sapiens, has confronted sharks with 
higher mortalities than they are able to with- 
stand. 

Historically, there have been few shark 
fisheries in North America. While small 
localized shark fisheries existed throughout 
the southeast for many years, sharks were 
underutilized until the late 1930s. Sparked 
by the high demand for the vitamin A-rich 
shark livers in 1938, intensive shark fisheries 
developed in a number of coastal states. 
Most of these fisheries collapsed within a 
decade due to over-exploitation and the 
commercial synthesis of vitamin A. New 
shark fisheries developed in the 1980s, fu- 
eled by a domestic demand for shark meat 
and a foreign demand for shark fins. 

The maximum sustainable yield for the 
United National Food and Agriculture Or- 
ganization Areas 21 and 31 (Western North 
Atlantic and Western Central Atlantic, re- 
spectively) was estimated at 25,000 mt by 
Emory Anderson in 1980. In these areas, 
which include US waters (state waters and 
the Exclusive Economic Zone), shark mortal- 
ity, including commercial and recreational 
landings and discards, has surpassed maxi- 
mum sustainable yield continuously over 
the past ten years. Mortality was estimated at 
30,832 mt in 1979, climbed to 52,647 mt in 
1983, and then dropped to 43,690 mt in 
1988. Over the ten-year period the average 
annual mortality exceeded the maximum 
sustainable yield estimate by 17,352 mt 
yearly. Because a very large virgin biomass of 
shark probably existed, a collapse has not yet 
occurred. However, heavy fishing is likely to 
lead to a collapse of the shark fishery, as has 
occurred elsewhere in intensive shark fisher- 
ies. 

Shark mortality in US waters has also 
surpassed the estimated maximum sustain- 
able yield of 16,250 mt continuously over 
the past ten years, by almost 5900 mt yearly. 
A collapse of the shark fishery (or individual 
species) is likely with continued heavy fish- 
ing. Approximately 57% of the mortality 
over the ten-year period is attributed to the 
commercial fishery and 43% to the recrea- 
tional fishery. 

Over the last decade, 5 1% of the recrea- 
tional mortality in US waters was landed, 
while 49% of the shark catch was discarded 
dead. In the commercial fishery, 1 1% was 
landed while 89% was discarded dead as 
bycatch in the swordfish, tuna, shrimp, and 
squid fisheries. 

In the last two years, a practice known as 
"finning" has emerged. Finning is cutting 
the valuable fins from sharks and returning 
the remainder of the shark to the ocean. This 
wasteful, but legal, practice- has stimulated 
the shark fishery because the fins may bring 
up to $44 per kg. It has also brought consid- 
erable public outcry. 

The US Department of Commerce has 
determined that corrective action is neces- 
sary to protect shark resources from overfish- 
ing. All 72 species of sharks inhabiting US 
Atlantic waters are addressed in a recently 
proposed draft Fishery Management Plan 
prepared for the Department of Commerce. 
Sharks are treated as a group because the 
present state of knowledge precludes a 
management-by-sp>ecies approach. Immedi- 
ate restrictions are planned for fishing activi- 
ties on the managed shark species. Fishing 
mortality beyond the estimated maximum 
sustained yield of 16,250 mt is considered 
overfishing for purposes of this plan. 

The following management measures 


should, over time, stabilize mortality at or 
below maximum sustained yield. A com- 
mercial cap or quota is established for the 
directed shark fishery at 5800 mt for the first 
year of regulation. A recreational bag limit is 
established at one shark p>er person per day 
for the first year of regulation. Aprocedure is 
set for adjustment of these limits as better 
information is acquired. Bycatch may also 
be restricted under the procedure. Other 
management measures include prohibitions 
on finning and on the sale of recreationally 
caught sharks. There is a requirement that 
fins harvested be landed in proportion to 
carcasses, i.e., no more than four fins, a 
proportionate size, to a carcass. Also, all 
fishermen who intend to harvest and sell 
shark meat and shark fins, and dealers who 
purchase shark meat or shark fins, must have 
Federal permits and submit reports of their 
operations to the National Marine Fisheries 
Service. 

The mandatory use of turtle excluder 
devices in the shrimp trawl fishery, restric- 
tions on shark tournaments, and a proposed 
reduction in the swordfish fishery will re- 
duce mortality further. Increasing public 
education and awareness of the importance 
of shark resources should also have a positive 
impact through the adoption of a conserva- 
tion ethic. 

The plan is a first attempt to safeguard 
shark resources. It establishes the United 
States as leader for a resource that transcends 
international boundaries. 


by George Wuerthner 

Big Bend is a designated World Bio- 
sphere Reserve. As such, it is to preserve a 
representation of a major world ecosystem — 
in this case the Chihuahuan Desert. But as is 
becoming increasingly apparent, no park is 
completely insulated from the problems of 
the modern world. Both Big Bend's history 
and its present conditions will dictate how 
successful park management will be at pre- 
serving and, in some cases, even recreating a 
natural wild landscape. 

Part of the problem stems from the 
artificial concept of borders. Many natural as 
well as unnatural processes fail to respect 
political boundaries. For example, although 
Big Bend is a designated Class 1 air-quality 
area and lies far from any major pollution 
source, long-term monitoring has demon- 
strated that the air over Big Bend is not as 
clean as it once was. Visibility is less than 12 
miles on 3 days of the year, while on an 
average of 6 days a year, visibility ranges up 
to 236 miles. 

The wind that carries air pollutants to 
the park also can carry exotic seeds. Non- 
native plants can also be introduced more 
directly — such as the non-native Rio Grande 
cottonwoods planted at Rio Grande Village 
and at Castolon. The Rio Grande also ferries 
the seeds of non-native plants. The tamarisk, 
now one of the most prevalent trees of the 
riparian zone, is an exotic that more than 
likely floated into Big Bend National Park on 
the river's current. At present more than 53 
non-native plant species are known to occur 
in Big Bend and some, such as the tamarisk, 
have crowded out more desirable native 
species. 

Non-native fauna is a problem as well. 
Animals can arrive like plants on the wind, or 
by floating down the river, or by merely 
walking into the park. For example, carp, a 
non-native fish species, now is abundant in 
the Rio Grande. The Barbary sheep, intro- 
duced on nearby ranches as a game species, is 
now feral, and occasionally individuals 
wander into the park. We know of no estab- 
lished breeding populations yet, though. 

Not only does the wind^bear polluted 
air, but the Rio Grande is no longer clean, nor 
naturally flowing. Upstream agriculture is 
responsible for washing tons of pesticides 
and fertilizers into the river each year. Dams 
on the Rio Grande in New Mexico have all 
but eliminated its flow below El Paso. The 
Rio Conchos, which flows out of Mexico, is 
the actual source of water for the river flow- 
ing through Big Bend. Even the Rio Conchos 
is regulated by three dams, so that normal 
flood and low-water periods no longer occur. 

Not all the problems come from outside 
the park. As in most National Parks, the 
overall management emphasis has been on 
cosmetics and law enforcement, instead of 


Our decade-long research into lemon 
sharks ( Negaprion brevirostris) in the Florida 
Keys has recently produced some very alarm- 
ing results. Although the Florida Keys pro- 
vide a large nursery area for the offspring of 
these tropical marine predators, juvenile 
lemon sharks seem to be disappearing from 
the area. We were able to capture over 150 
newborn lemon sharks in the summer of 
1986, but Jhis past summer we could find 
only 14 newborns. Our concern over this 
decline prompted us to contact colleagues 
both in the Florida Keys and elsewhere in the 
US and Australia to inquire about their study 
populations. The responses were very con- 
sistent. Each area seems to have at least one 
species of shark "declining dramatically in 
numbers." Shark fishing tournaments in 
Florida and other east coast states are bring- 
ing in fewer sharks each year and several in 
Florida and New Jersey have been canceled 
due to this decline. Fewer sharks are being 
tagged annually under a volunteer program 
of the National Marine Fisheries Service. 
This and other sorts of evidence suggest a 
serious decline of shark populations. We 
want to bring this decline to the attention of 
the general public. 

One of the major obstacles encountered 
in publicizing the plight of sharks is a perva- 
sive but irrational hatred. Although sharks 
may kill approximately 25 persons a year 
worldwide, our beloved elephants actually 
kill about ten times that number. In the past 
year, crocodiles have killed approximately 


research and action to preserve the ecologi- 
cal health of these special places. Priorities 
set by the Reagan Administration skewed 
management direction even further in this 
direction. In most parks, far more is spent on 
keeping the bathrooms painted than on re- 
searching ecosystems. Of the 14,000 perma- 
nent employees in the National Park Service, 
only 75 are biologists. Big Bend does not 
have a permanent biologist. In the absence 
of trained full-time biological staff, often 
there is no one to coordinate long-term stud- 
ies. Instead, research falls to outside univer- 
sity researchers, part-time rangers, volun- 
teers and park resource generalists who he- 
roically strive to inventory and study our 


the same number of paople that sharks have 
killed in the past 100 years. Humans kill 
about 1,000,000 sharks for each human bit- 
ten by a shark. 

As mentioned, most sharks occupy the 
position of top or apax predator in the ma- 
rine food web. It is generally accepted that 
apex predators benefit the prey organisms 
below them in a food web. Because most 
sharks feed on a wide variety of prey, they 
exert important controls on these food webs. 
In addition, sharks are distributed world- 
wide, from Arctic water to the tropics, from 
freshwater lakes to the sea, from depths of a 
few inches to several thousand feet. Thus, 
the impact of their decline is likely to be 
great. 

Sharks have evolved over a pjeriod of 
about 400 million years. Incredibly, if un- 
controlled exploitation continues, many 
species will have become endangered in a 
matterof only 20or30 years. Because of their 
worldwide distribution, it will take an inter- 
national cooperative effort, similar to that 
developed for the great whales, to prevent 
the rapid disappearance of many popula- 
tions. Thesharkfisherymanagementplanof 
the National Marine Fisheries Service is a 
sound beginning of this effort. 

— Charles A. Manire, Samuel H. Gruber, 
Bimini Biological Field Station, Rosenstiel 
School of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences, 
U of Miami, 4600 Rickenbacker Causeway, 
Miami, FL 33149-2050 


national treasures. 

Ironically, because of the emphasis on 
construction and maintenance of facilities, 
the natural attributes originally responsible 
for the establishment of many parks suffer 
neglect. Big Bend suffered tremendous deg- 
radation due to livestock grazing prior to its 
establishment as a park. Much could be done 
to hasten recovery from this past abuse, but 
funding is limited by the aforementioned 
priorities. 

To most pjeople visiting the park, the 
scenery app>ears untouched. Nevertheless, 
grazing by domestic livestock has left a last- 
ing mark on the park's flora and fauna. 

continued on page 26 
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How Roads Fragment and Infect Nature 


by R.F. Mueller 

My 20 years fighting vehicles and roads 
have been punctuated by a few victories, 
such as confining 1-95 to the Capital Beltway 
in the Washington, DC suburbs, but gener- 
ally it has been a lonely fight. Even convinc- 
ing environmentalists of the road evil is 
difficult! 

This maniacal mode of transportation 
has ramifications for virtually every other 
environmental problem. Most serious, 
however, is its impact on the planet's bio- 
diversity. In a recent article (EF! Journal, 12- 
88) I tried to expose the broad swath of 
destruction cut by the private automobile. 
Here I'll detail what happens when an area is 
invaded by a road and when a road is "im- 
proved." 

On the most basic level, roads open up 
an area to the ingress of technological energy 
— that assembly of energy forms to which 
nature finds it difficult, if not impossible, to 
adjust and which give rise to most of the 
world's pollution. Roads bring pollution 
from the oil and other automotive chemical 
emissions, spills and dribble from vehicles, 
herbicides and pesticides used to suppress 
nature in road rights-of-way, and from the 
oil and mineral exploitation roads entail. All 
this is chiefly chemical energy that results in 
chemical pollution. Roads also open up a 
region to a form of energy not usually classed 
as pollution, namely the kinetic energy of 
moving vehicles. This form of energy kills 
and maims directly, and even more signifi- 
cantly, acts as a barrier to the free movement 
of animals and the genetic material neces- 
sary to maintain biodiversity and the evolu- 
tionary process. 

Kinetic energy pollution results when 
chemical energy of fuels is transformed into 
mechanical energy of motion and when this 
in turn is transformed into heat, light, 
sound, and other energy forms. When a new 
road penetrates a wildland, its construction 
causes disturbance. The completed road is a 
barrier to the free movement of wildlife and 
a path of movement for humans and their 
opportunistic weeds and pests. It is unfamil- 
iar in texture to wild animals, which are 
either repelled or attracted, as when reptiles 
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continued from page 25 
Fortunately, except for the continual ruina- 
tion of the riparian zone by trespass livestock 
along the Rio Grande, Big Bend is slowly 
recovering from the impacts of the ranching 
era. In the moister, higher elevations of the 
park, many plant communities have made 
remarkable recoveries from the years of 
range abuse. But in the lower, drier zones, 
full recovery may not occur for many dec- 
ades. 

Some indicators of range abuse include 
the overabundance of cactus, Creosote Bush 
and other plants livestock find unpalatable. 
The deep artoyos, dried-up springs and se- 
verely channelized waterways also result 
from past range abuse. Prior to livestock 
grazing, desert plants, arroyos, and desert 
pavement all existed here; but after wide- 
spread livestock grazing was initiated in the 
1880s, they greatly expanded tljeir influ- 
ence. 

Livestock grazing does not necessarily 
result in range abuse. In the humid East or 
even on the Great Plains where grasslands 
were heavily grazed by Bison and other large 
mammals, the ecosystems are very tolerant 
of grazing pressure. However, the desert 
grasslands in Big Bend and many other areas 
of the West evolved with no large-mammal 
grazing. These ecosystems cannot tolerate 
significant cropping. 

Big Bend is extremely dry and rather 
unproductive, but it was a less harsh-looking 
place a hundred or more years ago. For 
example, Terlingua Creek, which enters the 
Rio Grande by the mouth of Santa Elena 
Canyon, is now a wide sandy desert wash, 
barely flowing most of the year and nearly 
devoid of trees. Yet when Lieutenant Wil- 
liam Echols led his camel expeditions 
through Big Bend in 1859 and 1860, he 
reported finding grass stirrup-high along 
Terlingua Creek. Andjames Gillett, foreman 
of the G-4 Ranch, described Terlingua Creek 
as a "bold running stream, studded with 
cottonwood timber and alive with beaver," 
in 1885 when the ranch began operations in 
the area. Tobosa grass hay was harvested at 
the tum of the century on Tomillo Flat, 
visible along the road between Panther Junc- 
tion and Persimmon Gap. Today this area is 
an eroded barren "desert" area dominated by 
Creosote Bush. 

Most historical accounts of Big Bend 
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warm themselves on its heat-retaining sur- 
face. In either case it increases vulnerability. 

As a vehicle moves along this road, 
energy is translated into destruction. The 
kinetic energy of collision kills and maims 
wildlife. Some kinetic energy is transformed 
into sound energy by contact and friction of 
the vehicle with the road and air and 
through internal combustion. At the same 
time, some energy, both kinetic and chemi- 
cal, is transformed into light. These expand- 
ing envelopes of sound and light, as well as 
clouds of chemical vapors and dust, travel 
outward into the natural terrain where they 
disturb sensitive ears and other sense organs 
as well as plant tissues, warning wild animals 
away and making it difficult for plants to 
survive. Wild nature didn't evolve under 
conditions like those near highways. The 
light, sound, and chemical emissions of 
highways greatly expand the effect of the 
road surface itself. Of course, roads also open 
areas to the lowest form of humanity, per- 
sons who willfully harass and destroy wild- 
life. 

When a road is "improved" by widen- 
ing and/or paving, additional factors arise. 
First, more chemical energy is expended. 
The paved surface facilitates rapid run-off of 
water and so accelerates erosion, siltation, 
and flooding in downslope areas. Roads may 
upset drainage patterns over a wide area by 
rerouting runoff and underground water 
flows. Oil and other automotive chemicals 
dripping onto parking lots and roads often 
contaminate the flesh and degrade the repro- 
ductive processes of aquatic-life and of those 
who eat it. Second, the width of the road 
barrier is increased. If the width is doubled, 
the barrier effect may be doubled. Wider 


roads are particularly bad for unpopular 
species. Snakes crossing a widened road may 
be run over with greater ease by the ignorant 
bubbas who populate rural areas and have 
nothing better to do. However, the greatest 
increase in the barrier will be due to kinetic 
energy because of the greater vehicle speed 
made possible by the improvement. 

A mathematical model can describe 
some of what happens when a road is im- 
proved. The simplest part of the model 
shows the directly proportional increase in 
barrier width with road surface widening. 
The effect of kinetic energy is far more com- 
plex since it is proportional to the square of 
vehicle speed (speed X speed) so that the 
effects of increased speed would, within 
limits, increase far more than the effects of 
simple widening. Forexample, if the speed is 
doubled the kinetic energy available for the 
various forms of related pollution is in- 
creased by four times. Because of synergy 
between different effects, the total impact 
may be even greater. Similarly, the effects of 
the increased, water runoff may be estimated 
by taking into account the area of different 
surfaces, slope and water volume. There are, 
of course, numerous more subtle mecha- 
nisms of degradation associated with roads 
which will be felt only years later. 

The most significant end result of roads 
and vehicles is that they facilitate communi- 
cation for humans and their opportunistic 
weeds and pests (e.g., Gypsy Moth, Pine 
Beetle, Spotted Knapweed) but destroy it for 
most wild native species. And we're not just 
talking about an Opossum getting flattened 
on a visit to his girlfriend. Roads are inter- 
rupting the gene flow necessary to retain the 
genetic variation that fuels evolution. A 


related effect is reduction of usable habitat 
for the shyest and most sensitive species 
which are already under stress. 

Isolation of populations of plants and 
animals by formation of habitat islands may 
result in the expression of innate genetic 
variation by giving rise to new varieties or 
species. However if an isolated population is 
too small, inbreeding, genetic drift or envi- 
ronmental stress may result in loss of vari- 
ation and extinction. The most common 
cause of small populations is habitat frag- 
mentation. All over the world today, road 
construction and associated development is 
fragmenting habitat into small, isolated 
tracts. Especially vulnerable are populations 
of small animals of limited mobility, plants 
with heavy seeds, and large animals with 
large range requirements and low reproduc- 
tive rates. However, to a degree, fragmenta- 
tion is affecting almost all wild animals and 
many plants. Even many wide-ranging birds 
require large tracts of mature forest to nest 
successfully, while plants that require that 
their pollen be widely distributed either by 
insects or wind may be frustrated in this by 
road-related development (Wilcove, McLel- 
land and Dobson; Ledigin Conservation Biol- 
ogy, Michael Soule, editor, Sinauer Associates 
Inc. Sunderland, MA; 1986). 

The above are but a few of the evils of 
vehicles and roads. In short, if the human 
sperm can be regarded as the planet's most 
dangerous infective agent, the road must be 
second in line! 

R. F. Mueller is a former NASA scientist now 
devoting his time to preserving the Central Appa- 
lachians. He is an EF! contact in Virginia. 



blame a three-year period of unrestricted 
grazing just prior to the establishment of the 
park for the overgrazed condition of the 
land. According to Roland Wauer, in his 
book Naturalist's Big Bend, there were an 
estimated 3880 cattle, 25,700 goats, 9000 
sheep and 310 horses grazing in Big Bend at 
the time of the 1942 land purchases. By 
1945, there were 19-25,000 cattle (still fewer 
than the G-4 ran on its holdings in 1891), 6- 
8000 sheep, 15-18,000 goats and 1000 
hones. Undoubtedly such numbers had a 
severe impact on Big Bend's rangelands. 
However, these three years of extreme over- 
grazing did not mark the beginning of range 
abuse. The intentional overstocking was 
rather the coup de grace on an already badly 
overgrazed landscape. 

In his book, the Homesteaders' Story, J.O. 
Langford described Tomillo Flat at the tum 
of the century as a fertile valley with waist- 
high grasses. Overgrazing changed Tomillo 
Flat into a badland of eroded gullies. Creo- 
sote flats and desert pavement. With the 
grass and soil went the large groups of Prong- 
horn; fewer than a dozen individuals fre- 
quent the area today. 

Also indicating long-term range abuse 
are the reports of numbers of cattle run on 
Big Bend ranges. For example. The G-4 
Ranch, which covered the western portion of 
what is now Big Bend National Park, owned 
6000 cattle In 1885, but by 1891 ran an 
estimated 30,000 head. An estimated 60,000 
cattle were rounded up in Big Bend during 
1886 alone, and this was before area herds 
had grown to their maximum sizes! On these 
fragile desert grasslands, such large numbers 
could not be sustained. 

A report entitled "Mammals of the Big 
Bend Area of Texas," published by the Uni- 
versity of California in 1942, lists the results 
of a 1930s wildlife survey in what was then 
the proposed Big Bend National Park. It 
describes the impacts of grazing prior to 
overgrazing that supposedly occurred only 
from 1942 to 1944. For example, when 


discussing the loss of Black Bears from the 
Chisos Mountains, the authors state that 
"heavy grazing by domestic stock probably 
has reduced the bear's food supply and pro- 
tective cover." Mentioning the very small 
number of Javelina found in the park during 
their survey, the authors conclude that 
"heavy grazing by domestic stock has greatly 
reduced forage and shelter and probably has 
been an important factor in reducing the 
range and number of javelinas." Likewise 
the Pronghorn: "the lower country in the 
park area has been severely overgrazed and is 
not now suitable for the introduction of 
antelope." Finally, the Bighorn Sheep: "the 
former range of the bighorn has been heavily 
grazed by domestic sheep and goats." 

Although many plant communities in 
the park, particularly at the moister, higher 
elevations, have recovered quite well since 
the 1940s, trespass livestock from Mexico 
continue to degrade the park's most impor- 
tant habitat - the riparian zone. This prob- 
lem is not new. Letters by park officials and 
conservationists in the early 1970s discuss 
the problem. During my first float trip on the 
Rio Grande in 1974, 1 saw dozens of trespass 
animals along the river and on subsequent 
floats, including one in 1989, 1 saw no lessen- 
ing of the numbers. 

One consequence of past and present 
livestock grazing is the near-extinction of the 
Narrow-leaf Cottonwood from riparian ar- 
eas. At one time, this species was abundant 
along the Rio Grande floodplain and on 
tributaries like Terlingua Creek. Despite the 
cottonwood’s ability to sprout vigorously if 
cut down by Beavers or even humans, years 
of repeated browsing of seedlings and 
sprouts have nearly eliminated it. 

The loss of cottonwood seriously affects 
the park's biological integrity. Cottonwoods 
are the only Rio Grande riparian tree species 
that attains large dimensions. Large trees 
have distinct ecological functions. They 
provide habitat for cavity-nesting birds like 
the Golden-fronted Woodpecker. Their 


large canopies serve as platforms for hawks 
and other nesting birds. When old trees die 
and fall Into a stream, they act as channel 
stabilizers and thereby protect fish habitat. 
They provide shade and greenery to the 
otherwise harsh desert landscape. These 
values have been compromised severely by 
livestock grazing. 

Admittedly, solutions are difficult. It 
would be undesirable to fence the entire park 
boundary. The Park Service occasionally 
rounds up some of the trespass stock and 
ships them to Presidio, forcing owners to 
travel some distance to claim their animals; 
but this is time-consuming and costly for the 
park. If the park administration really wants 
to control livestock, a few people who pres- 
ently pick up litter, paint bathrooms and 
hand out back-country permits — all of 
which deal primarily with minor impacts to 
the park's surface appearance — should be 
shifted to rounding up the trespass livestock. 

Livestock grazing has harmed more 
than the plant communities and larg£ 
mammals. Many desert streams, such as 
Terlingua Creek and Tomillo Creek, are 
inhabited by fish found nowhere else in the 
world. Erosion and depletion of the water 
table due to livestock grazing has had serious 
consequences for native fish and other wa- 
ter-dependent wildlife such as turtles and 
amphibians. 

Even the fabulous bird watching for 
which Big Bend is renowned has been af- 
fected by livestock grazing. Studies have 
shown that 75-80 of the species in desert 
regions are partially or wholly dependent 
upon riparian zones for their survival. Any 
destruction of these wetlands reduces all 
species associated with that habitat. Cattle 
tend to congregate in riparian zones, where 
they trample and eat the vegetation and 
break down banks. Many of the songbirds in 
Big Bend would be much more common 
were it not for the decline in riparian zones 
throughout the park — and the West as a 
continued on next page 



OLD-GROWTH IN THE EAST 


by Mary Davis 

Editor's note: This is the third of four parts in an This study is as comprehensive as possible, but 
inventory of all remaining old-growth in the east- probably contains both errors and omissions, 
em U.S. These tracts of forest, most of them never We would appreciate receiving corrections, revi- 
cut and generally larger than 100 acres, have sions, and additions to this report, which we 
enormous ecological significance. Many enjoy shall incorporate into future publications. They 
some sort of protected status. Those not protected should be sent to the author, c/oEF! journal, POB 
should be key targets for preservation campaigns. 7, Canton, NY 13617. —DT 

OHIO VALLEY 


INDIANA 

During the late 18th and early 19th 
centuries "most of Indiana was timbered and 
cleared for agriculture" (4). Scattered areas of 
old-growth remain, and, because scientists 
have studied them, references to Indiana are 
frequent in the literature. Tracts of interest, 
in addition to those described below, include 
Bendix Woods Nature Preserve — 27 acres of 
old-gTowth dominated by beech and Sugar 
Maple, without signs of cutting (Saintjoseph 
County) (1, 3); Hemmer Woods Nature Pre- 
serve — 70 acres of upland and bottomland 
old-growth (Gibson County), where the 
upland old-growth has undergone "a moder- 
ate amount of selective cutting over the 
years" (1; 3, p. 101); Tribbett Woods — 33 
acres of "near-virgin" flatwoods (Jennings 
County); and Calvert and Porter Woods — 40 
acres of old growth with "near virgin stands 
of timber . . . throughout" (Montgomery 
County) (2a). 

Rocky Hollow — Falls Canyon Nature Pre- 
serve, in Turkey Run State Park between 
Indianapolis and the western border of Indi- 
ana (Parke County) 

A 404-acre preserve that "has never 
been harvested," to the best of the knowl- 
edge of its naturalist, Steven D. Stockton. He 
describes the preserve as comprised mostly of 
White Oak, American Beech, Sugar Maple, 
hickory, and many big tulip trees. The varied 
topography includes sandstone ravines, 
small streams, and waterfalls. Eastern Hem- 
lock dot the walls and ledges of the ravines. 
"Impacts are limited primarily to the hiking 
trails," which have been located to "maxi- 
mize scenery and minimize impacts (1, 5)." 

Wesselman Park Woods Nature Preserve, 
in the middle of Evansville, southwestern 
Indiana (Vandenburgh County). 

197 acres of old-growth lowland forest 
showing southern influences. Sweetgum 
( Liquidambar styraciflua) and Tulip Poplar 
( Liriodendron tulipiferd) dominate the can- 
opy, and Sugarberry ( Celtis laevigata), South- 
ern Red Oak ( Quercus falcata), and Cherry- 
bark Oak ( Quercus falcata var. pagodaefolia 
Ell.) are also present. The area occupied by 
the bases of the trees, 187 square feet/acre, is 
the highest known in Indiana. Only one 
stump is visible; grazing may have occurred 
"in the distant past, but there is only anecdo- 
tal evidence for that," according to Bob Dls- 
penza of the center (2). A canal and two 
railway lines that skirt the site have long 
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continued from previous page 
whole. At least one falcon researcher be- 
lieves that continued overgrazing of the 
floodplain, particularly on the Mexican side 
of the river, is reducing the prey base for the 
Peregrine Falcon, an Endangered species. 

A few birds that formerly inhabited the 
park, like the Montezuma Quail, were driven 
to local extinction by severe overgrazing of 
their grassland habitats. The Montezuma 
Quail was reintroduced into Big Bend in 
1973, but recovery appears to have felled. 

While still biologically rich. Big Bend is 
a depleted ecosystem, due largely to livestock 
grazing. Grassland communities, native 
cottonwoods, and animals from fish to Big- 
horn Sheep to wolves and bears have been 
diminished or eliminated. Until trespass 
livestock are eliminated from the Rio 
Grande, until Bighorn are seen again on 
Mariscal Mountain, until Terlingua Creek is 
once again a "bold running stream with 
beaver and cottonwood," and until wolves 
are once again heard howling in the Chisos, 
Big Bend will not truly be a Biosphere Re- 
serve. 

George Wuerthner is a biologist and fre- 
quent contributor to our pages. He recently 
became publicity director for the Greater Yellow- 
stone Coalition. The above is adapted from 
chapter 6 of his latest book Texas' Big Bend 
Country, published last fall by American Geo- 
graphic and available through the Big Bend 
Natural History Association, POB 68, Big Bend 
NP, TX 79834; S1S.9S + $1.50 postage, TX 
residents add 6.5 % sales tax. 


since been abandoned and are overgrown. 
Several trails cross the site, which the city of 
Evansville owns (1, 2). 

Moraine Nature Preserve (Porter County) 

According to The Nature Conservancy, 
approximately 200 acres of old-growth 
beech-maple forest in a 415-acre preserve 
showing land forms associated with a mo- 
raine left by the Wisconsin glacier. The 
Conservancy does not know to what extent 
the area has been cut. TNC acquired the 
preserve, but it is now owned and managed 
by Indiana Department of Natural Re- 
sources. Visiting is only by permission of the 
agency (2a; 3a). 

Thousand Acre Woods, northeast of 
Evansville (Daviess County) 

About 200 acres of "old growth forest" 
(3a) on a 1075-acre tract of flatwoods and 
bottomland forest owned by The Nature 
Conservancy. Throughout the tract are 
stands of Pin Oak, Sweet Gum, Swamp White 
Oak, maple, and ash, mixed with cotton- 
wood, sycamore, hickory, and elm (2a). 

Pioneer Mothers Memorial Forest Research 
Natural Area, in Hoosier National Forest, 
south-central IN (Orange County) 

An 88 acre RNA, with approximately 75 
acres of virgin beech- maple forest on a long 
ridge and its slopes. Other trees include 
White Oak, White Ash, Black Walnut, and 
Tulip Poplar. A US Forest Service fact sheet 
notes drily that the tract, when purchased, 
had a gross volume of 867 million board feet 
and an average of 11,600 board feet per acre. 
According to the Forest Service, the best 
specimens may be the walnut trees in a small 
cove called Walnut Cathedral. The land was 
owned from 1818-1940 by the Cox family, 
who protected it. To settle an estate it was 
sold to a lumber company, from which the FS 
bought it, after local groups, including the 
Indiana Pioneer Mothers Association, raised 
half the purchase price (3, 6). 

Hoot Woods, in west-central IN (Owen 
County) 

82 acres of "mostly virgin," climax 
beech-maple forest with "huge beeches, 
oaks, tulip poplars, maples, and ashes." The 
land is still owned by die Hoot family, who 
have given a conservation easement to TNC. 
It can be visited only with permission of the 
Conservancy's Indiana Field Office (3a) 

Donaldson's Woods Nature Preserve, in 
Spring Mill State Park, south-central IN 
(Lawrence County) 

A 67-acre woods "classified as a western 
mesophytic forest type because it is interme- 
diate between beech -maple and oak- hickory 
types. However, studies indicate that beech 
and maple are assuming greater importance. 
An unusual feature of the woods is the high 
percentage of white oaks" (1). A few stumps 
from the occasional cutting of dead or 
windthrown trees, and traces of a wagon 
road could be seen in 1969 (3). 

Robert and Shirley Efroymson Woods, in 
the Upton Till Plain region of central Indi- 
ana (Shelby County) 

57 acres of "mostly uncut old growth" 
beech-maple forest (3a). Tulip trees, oaks, 
and other hardwoods are present. The Na- 
ture Conservancy owns and manages the 
preserve (2a) 

Big Walnut, in west-central IN (Putnam 
County) 

"Virgin, glacial-relict stands of eastern 
hemlock and Canada yew" on the north- 
facing slopes in a 364-acre preserve. The 
preserve, which is owned by the Indiana 
DNR, also contains a climax beech-Sugar 
Maple-Tulip Poplar forest. 

Pine Hills, west of Indianapolis (Montgom- 
ery County) 

A rugged 470-acre tract owned by the 
Indiana DNR with "groves of northern relict 
hemlock, white pine and Canada yew com- 
munities, an old growth oak hickory forest, 
and a small pocket of virgin beech-maple 
woods" (2a). 


SOURCES: 





lock forest, now Pine Mountain State Park 
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KENTUCKY 

In Trees and Shrubs of Kentucky, Mary E. 
’ Wharton and Roger W. Barbour note that 
"Many of the virgin mixed mesophytic for- 
ests [in Kentucky that Lucy Braun] analyzed 
and photographed were cut even before her 
work was published, and now, of those she 
studied, only a few small fragments remain 
that even resemble primary forest. Today no 
absolutely untouched virgin forests are left 
in the state" (7). William H. Martin agrees: 
Any forest not logged has been burned by 
settlers since 1775 and/or grazed by their 
animals. Marc Evans, of the Kentucky Na- 
ture Preserves Commission, also says that all 
Kentucky forests have undergone some level 
of disturbance. Nevertheless, he points out, 
the state has scattered areas of near-virgin 
forest; and a statewide inventory to discover 
such natural areas as old-growth forest and 
native prairie is underway (3). 

In addition to the tracts described be- 
low, the following old-growth areas have 
been identified: Boone County Cliffs — 30 
acres of old-growth maple-basswood-beech, 
a State Nature Preserve, owned by The Nature 
Conservancy (Boone County); Floyd 
Woods — 20 acres of bottomland hardwoods 
in private hands but registered with the 
Nature Preserves Commission (McClean 
County); Bayou Creek Ridge in the Western 
Kentucky Wildlife Management Area — ap- 
proximately 20 acres of mesic bottomland 
ridge, owned by the Tennessee Valley Au- 
thority but managed by the Kentucky De- 
partment of Fish and Wildlife Resources 
(Ballard County); Curtis Gate Lloyd Wildlife 
Management Area — mesic beech- maple for- 
est, size unknown, owned by the Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources 
(Grant County); other areas of 5 or so acres 
(3). 

Big Woods, in Mammoth Cave National 
Park (Hart County) 

Approximately 350 acres of old-growth 
oak-hickory forest, dry to mesic, with some 
mesic beech. The area was preserved by a 
private owner before the National Park Serv- 
ice acquired it. Human disturbance has been 


Nature Preserve. The area has not been 
disturbed for at least 100 years (3). 

Rials Woods, on the Mississippi River (Car- 
lisle County) 

40 acres of western mesophytic forest in 
private ownership. This is the only such 
forest remnant on the Kentucky bluffs above 
the Mississippi (3). 

Tight Hollow, in Red River Gorge Geological 
Area in Daniel Boone National Forest (Wolfe 
County) 

A stand of virgin Tulip Poplar and 
hemlock. According to the Stanton Ranger 
District of the Forest Service, Tight Hollow 
contains 72 acres of 221 -year-old virgin for- 
est (6), although Evans thinks that the old- 
growth Is limited to 20-30 acres of the hollow 
(3). 

SOURCES: 
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(2) Brotzge, Michael, Superintendent of Lllley Cornett 
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and Shrubs of Kentucky. U. Press of KY, Lexington. 

OHIO 

When settlers first entered Ohio, 90% of 
the land was covered by forest. Today only a 
few stands from the primeval forest remain. 
Victoria Hugo of the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) notes four tracts 
"feirly representative" of the presettlement 
vegetation: Goll Woods in Fulton County 
(321 acres, drained, selectively cut, and 
crossed by a road and trails); Hueston Woods 
in Preble County (200 acres, with parking 
lots, roads, and trails); and Gross Woods in 
Shelby County (a 40-acre quadrangle), all 
three owned by the Ohio DNR; plus the site 
below (2): 

Dysart Woods Laboratory, eastern Ohio, 
south of Belmont (Belmont County) 

A 50-acre tract of primeval mixed meso- 
phytic deciduous forest within the 455-acre 
Dysart Farm of Ohio University. "An occa- 
sional log was obviously removed from a 
damaged or windthrown tree, but for the 
most part the woods qualify as a virgin for- 
est. " This forest is in two ravines separated by 
a wide ridge. The canopy consists of Tulip 
Poplar — the largest more than 150’ tall, with 
a 64" diameter — White Oak, Red Oak, White 
Ash, Black Gum, beech, hickory, and Sugar 
Maple. Theuniversitykeepsthewoodsnatu- 
ral, though it conducts research in them (1). 


minimal. American Chestnut trees that died 
were removed, as were a few other logs. A 
tornado cleared a swath (3). 

Lllley Cornett Woods, southeastern Ken- 
tucky (Letcher County) 

Approximately 260 acres of near virgin 
mixed mesophytic forest in a 554-acre 
wooded tract, owned by the state of Ken- 
tucky (2). William H. Martin identified nine 
distinct communities in the old-growth 
portion of the Woods. Beech communities 
comprise 50% of the forest. "Oak, sugar 
maple-basswood-tulip poplar, and hemlock 
communities comprise the remainder of the 
Woods, in order of decreasing area" (4, p. 
173). The area has been grazed, and dead 
trees cut and removed (4). 

Hemlock Garden, in Pine Mountain State 
Park (Bell County) 

110 acres of mixed mesophytic-hem- 


SOURCES: 

(1) Flyer on Dysart Woods, supplied by Ohio U. Botany 
Dept. 

(2) Hugo, Victoria, Ecological Analyst, Division of Natural 
Areas and Preserves, Ohio DNR. 1989, April 17. Letter, with 
brochures on Goll Woods and Hueston Woods. The Ohio 
Natural Heritage Program in the Ohio DNR has established 
a computerized databank on natural communities and 
species of special concern, which can be consulted for a fee. 
(For financial reasons, we did not request a search.) 

WEST VIRGINIA 

West Virginia once had over 500,000 
acres of Red Spruce. Today the virgin Red 
Spruce has been reduced, as for as is known, 
to one faltering stand. The state has only two 
recognized virgin areas over 100 acres in size. 
A smaller area, In addition to the sites de- 
scribed below, is the 12-15-acre Homer State 
Game Refuge (Lewis County), unfortunately 
owned by the US Army Corps of Engineers, 
which in 1983 built a road through its virgin 
continued on page 28 
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OLD-GROWTH. . . 

continued from page 27 
oak (7). The Clark Tract, 9 acres of White 
Pine with White Oak (Quercus alba ) and 
Chestnut Oak ( Quercus prinus ) has been 
thought to be virgin, but its status is now in 
dispute (Greenbrier County) (5, 7). 

Two indigenous populations of Red 
Pine are found in east-central West Virginia, 
where the species is at its southernmost 
limit. The locations are Pine Knob on North 
Fork Branch Mountain in Pendleton County 
and Helmick Rock on South Branch Moun- 
tain in Hardy County. In both areas Red Pine 
dominates, although other species are pres- 
ent. At Pine Knob the maximum age of the 
Red Pine in 1984 was 107 years; at Helmick 
Rock the maximum age was 132 years (8, p. 
36). The Helmick Rock area, which is pri- 
vately owned, is 6 acres; the Pine Knob area 
is larger (7). Both areas appear to have 
undergone some logging (3; 8, p. 36), but 
Paul J. Harmon of the West Virginia Natural 
Heritage Program characterizes the Red Pine 
as "virgin" (6, p. 62; 7). Foresters, who have 
used Red Pine extensively for reforestation, 
learned that seeds from the West Virginia 
stands grow better in West Virginia than do 
seeds from Maine (1, pp. 4-5). 

Murphy Preserve, northeast of Harrisville 
(Ritchie County) 

100-200 acres of old-growth on the 
larger of two tracts that make up The Nature 
Conservancy's 276-acre Murphy Preserve. 
Trees are beech and oak with a little Tulip 
Poplar and maple. West Virginia's largest 
Scarlet Oak ( Quercus coccinea; 29.28" dbh) is 
in the preserve (7, 9). 

Gaudineer Scenic Area, near Gaudineer 
Knob of Shaver's Mountain in Monongahela 
National Forest (Pocahontas County) 

140 acres, of which about 50 "are appar- 
ently virgin spruce of excellent quality," 
Jesse F. Clovis reported in 1974 (2). "The 
remaining 90 acres has had some cutting, 
mainly salvage of blow-down, with most of 
the original growth still standing" (4, 7). In 
recent years a large percentage of the old- 


ARKANSAS 

The Arkansas Natural Heritage Com- 
mission has compiled records of approxi- 
mately 100 forest tracts that, even if not 
actually virgin, are "high-quality 
expression [s] of" their respective types. They 
range from cypress swamps through coastal 
plain beech forests to Overcup Oak forests to 
a chalk woodland (6). These records are 
computerized, and by Arkansas law the 
commission must charge a fee for their con- 
sultation. Therefore, we selected our ex- 
amples from a published report on sites of all 
types registered with the commission as of 
1983 (1). 

Gary Tucker, botanist for the Ozark and 
St. Francis National Forests, says the only 
areas of old-growth remaining in these two 
Forests are "xeric communities on rock out- 
crops," "bluffline communities," and stands 
on land inaccessible for lumbering. The 
timber industry, which was established in 
Arkansas by 1890, cutover the forests for at 
least White Oak, one or more times (8). The 
400-acre Turkey Ridge Research Natural Area 
on Crowley's Ridge is "believed to closely 
resemble the virgin forests" of earlier years; 
but, though the RNA "is currently forested 
with high quality, large diameter hardwood 
timber, there is little doubt that the area was 
logged, grazed and burned." Hardwood 
stands in the RNA are 50-100 years of age (9, 
pp. 5,9). The proposed Dismal Hollow RNA 
in Ozark National Forest contains some old- 
growth. Three Special Interest Areas in St. 
Francis NF (Sandstone Hollow, Clifty Can- 
yon [described below], and City Rock Bluff) 
set aside to become old-growth, also already 
have some old-growth (8). Two other areas 
with old-growth in these two Forests are 
included below. 

Tucker's letter alludes to two ways in 
which the US Forest Service in Arkansas is 
moving in a positive direction. His position 
as Forest Botanist was established in 1989; 
and the Ouachita and Ozark National For- 
ests, together with the Arkansas Natural 
Heritage Commission and Oklahoma Heri- 
tage Program, are holding a "Conference on 
Restoring Old Growth Forests in the Interior 
Highlands of Arkansas and Oklahoma” in 
September 1990 (8). 

Clifty Canyon on the Springfield Plateau in 
Ozark National Forest, north-central Arkan- 
sas (Baxter County) 

A 5 100-acre site (8), containing up to 
750 acres of apparently unlogged mesic oak- 
hickory forest (1). In the forest are White 
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growth Red Spruce have died or shown signs 
of dying, apparently due to acid deposition, 
as in many other high elevation stands in the 
Appalachians. As a result of the death of the 
older spruce, the dominant canopy is becom- 
ing mixed hardwoods — Yellow Birch, Red 
Maple, Sugar Maple, and beech among them. 
Young spruce seem "healthy and vigorous" 
and form a "thick and strong" understory 
(5). Rare, sensitive, or endangered species are 
Carex aestivalis, Plethodon nettingi, and Ilex 
collina (7). 

Cathedral State Park, east of Aurora, near 
the Maryland border (Preston County) 

Virgin hemlock and hemlock-hard- 
wood forests covering much of a 133-acre 
park. The park contains several trails and a 
picnic area. The largest known Eastern 
Hemlock in West Virginia is here (6.68' dbh), 
plus two species rare in the state: the North- 
eastern Aster (Aster tardiflorus ) and the Vir- 
ginia Big-eared Bat (Plecotus townsendii vir- 
ginianus ) (7). 

Shaver's Mountain Spruce-Hemlock 
Stand, northeast of Elkins in Monongahela 
National Forest. 

Approximately 60 acres of virgin 
spruce-hemlock. Dispute over ownership of 
the land apparently prevented its being cut. 
Much of the hemlock and the older spruce 
are in decline here as at Gaudineer (5). 
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Oak (Quercus alba), Northern Red Oak, Sugar 
Maple, Black Walnut (Juglans nigra), White 
Ash (Fraxinus americana), and several hicko- 
ries. Gary Tucker doubts thatall 750 acres are 
old-gTOWth in the strict sense, but says that 
the Forest Service has named the canyon a 
Special Interest Area and is managing it so 
that it will become entirely old-growth (8). 

Lake Winona Scenic Area, in the Fourche 
Mountains of Ouachita NF, western AR (Sa- 
line County) 

A 450-acre stand of virgin Shortleaf Pine 
(Pinus echinata) and hardwoods (1), particu- 
larly White Oak (5, p.3), on rocky and thin 
soil. The stand is partially in the 280-acre 
Lake Winona Research Natural Area (1). The 
Shortleaf Pine is not reproducing as well as 
other species, and many of the pines are 
reaching maturity (150-200 years) and seem 
to have red heart rot. As they die, shade- 
tolerant species such as White and Black Oak 
are replacing them (5, p. 8). Yellow Lady 
Slipper (Cypripedium calceolus var .pubescens), 
on the Arkansas endangered or threatened 
species list, is present (5, p. 10) and, as of 
1975, the Red-Cockaded Woodpecker (11). 
In 1982, a tornado damaged 145 acres of the 
Scenic Area. The boundaries of the Scenic 
Area and of the RNA were redrawn to add 
other acres of undisturbed Shortleaf Pine and 
eliminate the damaged acres, 120 of which 
were salvage cut and the other 25 left as was 
for research purposes (12). According to the 
Forest Service, human disturbance in the 
original RNA appeared to be limited to a FS 
road and the cutting of a few trees near the 
road (13). 

Roaring Branch RNA, in the central Ou- 
achita Mountains, Ouachita NF (Polk 
County) 

330 acres with "old-growth hardwood 
and shortleaf pine, probably components of 
the virgin stand." There is "no evidence of 
commercial harvest or recent fires, " a South- 
ern Forest Experiment Station report states 
(4, p.l). However, according to another FS 
description, "there is abundant evidence for 
past fires" (14). The south-facing slope is 
dominated by Shortleaf Pine. The north- 
facing slope has a mixture of White Oak, Red 
Oak, and hickory. Both grade into mixtures 
of basswood, beech. Black Gum, and Sweet 
Gum. Black Locust (Robinia pseudo- acacia), 
Witch Hazel (Hamamelis virginiania), Chin- 
quapin (Castanea ozarkensis), dogwood, and 
Redbud (Cercis canadensis) are among the 
trees along the stream (10). 


Magazine Mountain (Logan County) 

5600 acres, which include "significant 
old growth" on the south and north sides of 
the mountain. Research Natural Area status 
for the mountain has been proposed. The 
extent of the old-growth cannot readily be 
determined, because of a lack of information 
on the history of the site (1, 8). 

Moro Creek Bottoms Preserve, in south- 
central AR (Cleveland and Calhoun Coun- 
ties) 

100-120 acres bearing two types of vir- 
gin (7) or near-virgin forest: lowland oak- 
Sweetgum and, along a creek, Baldcypress 
(Taxodium distichum). Several Sweetgum, 
Water Oak (Quercus nigra), and Cherrybark 
Oak (Quercus falcata var. pagodaefolid) have a 
dbh greater than 36" and are more than 90' 
tall (1). The Arkansas Natural Heritage 
Commission (a state agency) and the Arkan- 
sas Nature Conservancy Jointly own the 
tract, which they acquired from Georgia- 
Pacific Corporation. Robert F. Steinauer, 
Land Steward, reports that the tract is “still 
uncut" (7). According to the 1983 Heritage 
Commission report, "a very few trees on the 
tract [were] salvage-cut in recent yean (1, p. 
19)." 

SOURCES: 

(1) Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission. 1983. [Report 
describing natural areas In the state.] Little Rock, AR. 

(2) Devall, Margaret S. 1990, Feb. 7. Letter with enclosures. 

(3) Foti, Thomas, Ecologist, Arkansas Natural Heritage 
Commission. 1989, 5 May. Letter. 

(4) Fountain, Michael S. and James M. Sweeney. 1985. 
Ecological Assessment of the Roaring Branch RNA. Research 
Paper SO-213. Southern Forest Experiment Station, New 
Orleans, LA. 

(5) Fountain, Michael S. and James M. Sweeney. 1987. 
Ecological Assessment of the Lake Winona RNA. Research 
Paper SO-235. Southern Forest Experiment Station, New 
Orleans. 

(6) Shepherd, William M., Arkansas Natural Heritage 
Commission. 1989, Dec. 13. Letter, summary of natural 
sites enclosed. 

(7) Steinauer, Robert F., Land Steward, Arkansas Nature 
Conservancy. 1990, Jan. 9. Letter. 

(8) Tucker, Gary, Forest Botanist, Ozark-St. Francis NFs. 
1990, Feb. 16 and March 20. Letters, photocopies of pages 
from recommended management plan for the forests. 

(9) US Forest Service [no date] Establishment Record for 
Turkey Ridge RNA, within Ozark-St. Francis NF, Phillips 
County, AR 

(10) US Forest Service. 1968. Establishment Report, Roaring 
Branch RNA. 

(11) US Forest Service. 1975. Establishment Report, Lake 
Winona RNA. 

(12) US Forest Service. 1983. Combination Environmental 
Assessment and Revision of the Establishment Report for 
the Lake Winona RNA 

(13) US Forest Service. Tree-Ring Collection Site #39. 

(14) US Forest Service. Tree-Ring Collection Site #41. 

LOUISIANA 

The Louisiana Natural Heritage Pro- 
gram sent us information on two sites in 
addition to those described in individual 
entries below. Both illustrate threats to old- 
growth other than cutting. Fontainebleau 
State Park Site has Longleaf Pine almost 300 
years old and over 100' tall. The area is 
bisected by highway 190 and "needs burn- 
ing," but the "Office of State Parks will not 
allow fire." Bayou Sale Swamp, 200 acres of 
"old-growth (virgin?) Cypress Swamp" is 
"surrounded by oil field canals and associ- 
ated activity." A quarter of the trees are 
"dead or under stress (due to excessive salt 
water?)” (2). 

Virginia Van Sickle of the Heritage Pro- 
gram writes that the state has "little habitat" 
that could be characterized as "virgin." The 
data we summarize here are all that the 
program had available at the time, but 
"undoubtedly" the state has "other areas," 
she says (6). 

Heavy logging in Louisiana from the 
late 1880s until around 1920 reduced "vast 
areas of former old-growth forests" to what 
were essentially prairies, Danny W. Britt, 
Supervisor of Kisatchie National Forest re- 
ports. The forests there today are the result of 
a massive reforestation program subse- 
quently carried out by the Civilian Conser- 
vation Corps. "Most of" Kisatchie National 
Forest's "timber resource" is second or third 
growth, a small amount fourth growth (1). 
Nevertheless, a couple Of the areas of old 
growth pointed out by the Heritage Program 
are in or partly in this Forest (3). 

Coochie Brake, southwest of Winnfield, 
partly in Kisatchie National Forest, in central 
Louisiana (Winn Parish) 

800 relatively undisturbed acres of 
swamp-cypress-tupelo brakes; oak flats; and, 
along streams, beech, Red Maple, and 
Hophombeam (Ostrya virginiana). The area 
is partly owned by the US Forest Service as a 
section of Kisatchie National Forest and 
partly by the state park service (2). 

White Kitchen Preserve, near Slidell (Saint 
Tammany Parish) 

547 acres of "pristine" cypress-tupelo 
swamp and freshwater marsh, purchased by 
The Nature Conservancy. Bald Eagles, an 
Endangered Species, are among the 
preserve's wildlife. The property is to be the 
heart of a proposed 1500-acre preserve (4; 5). 


SOUTHERN MIDWEST 


Cunningham Brake, southwest of Cypress 
in central Louisiana's Kisatchie NF (Natchi- 
toches Parish) 

320 acres of cypress-tupelo swamp with 
large cypress trees, within the 1480-acre 
Brake. The dominant trees are Swamp Tu- 
pelo (Nyssa aquatica), Sourgum (or Black 
Tupelo, Nyssa sylvatica), and Baldcypress 
(Taxodium distichum). Cane (Arundinaria gi- 
gantea) is scattered along the edges (2). 

Big Cypress, east of Shreveport In north- 
western LA (Bienville Parish) 

A virgin cypress stand within a 326-acre 
tract. The tract modulates from upland pine 
forest to cypress swamp in the floodplain of 
a small creek. Within the swamp are 50-100 
cypress trees, each from 18'-26' around. 
Individual trees are as old as 1500 years; and 
the larger trees, hollow. The Office of State 
Parks owns it (2). 

Zemu rray's, southeastern LA (Tangipahoa 
Parish) 

40-80 acres of "old growth/virgin forest 
in the floodplain of Little Chappapeela 
Creek." Amongits trees are magnolia, beech, 
and White Oak (Quercus alba). Many are 
greater than 3' in diameter and about 150' 
tall. The tract may be the last virgin old- 
growth riparian forest in Louisiana. It is in 
private hands (2). 

Jim Reed Bayou Swamp and Black Bayou 
Swamp, southeast of Ponchatoula in south- 
eastern LA (Tangipahoa Parish) 

Reported to be very old stands of cypress 
of yet undetermined acreage. The area is 
now in private hands (2). 
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MISSOURI 

A list of "all high quality forest tracts" 
furnished by Tim Nigh of the Missouri De- 
partment of Conservation explicitly de- 
scribes few sites as "old growth" or "undis- 
turbed" (2, 4); and the department does not 
use the term “virgin." However, the 
department’s grade "A" means "relatively 
stable land undisturbed (e.g. old growth, 
ungrazed forest, ungrazed prairie with few or 
no exotic plants and good diversity of con- 
servative species"; and "B," "late succes- 
sionalor lightly disturbed communities" (5). 
We therefore describe sites over 100 acres in 
size that are listed either as "old growth" or as 
"A," "A/B," or "A-B." The department's 
Donn Kurz confirmed that these sites are 
indeed old-growth and added an unlisted 
new purchase (1). 

Of the approximately 127 sites on the 
"high quality forest” list, 13 are over 100 
acres in size. Smaller sites of interest include 
Deep Slough — 40 acres of "old-growth Pin 
Oak (Quercus palustris) bottomland forest" 
(St. Charles County); and Wegener Woods — 

40 acres of dry-mesic, old- growth White Oak 
forest in “climax decline" (Warren County) 
( 2 ). 

Mudlick Mountain Natural Area, in Sam A. 
Baker State Park, southeastern Missouri 
(Wayne County). 

A total of 700 acres of old -growth (rank 
"A") on a long slope (1): 

— 300 acresofdry igneous forest charac- 
terized as “old growth climax White Oak 
aged more than 200 yTS. 'Trees stunted and 
gnarled due to severe growing conditions 
and natural disturbance. Described as virgin 
forest" (2). In 1984 several sites of dry igne- 
ous forest with "presettlement integrity" still 
existed (3, p. 44). 

— 400 acres of dry-mesic igneous forest 
characterized as "old growth and mixed age 
virgin timber" (2). Dry-mesic igneous forest, 
the most widespread igneous forest type in 
Missouri, is "oak-hickory, oak-pine, or pine 
forest." Dominant trees are White Oak, 
Northern Red Oak (Quercus rubra) and Flow- 
ering Dogwood (Comus florida) (3, p. 46). 

Big Oak Tree Natural Area, in Big Oak Tree 
State Park, in the southeastern comer of the 
state (Mississippi County) 

625 acres of old-growth of two types 
(rank "A") (1): 

— 500 acres of wet-mesic bottomland 
forest (2). Wet- mesic bottomland forest was 
the most widespread type of bottomland in 
the state at one time, and covered 2.5 million 
acres with almost impenetrable, "spectacular 
junglelike forests of huge trees." Today "few 
intact or recovering sites remain" (3, p. 49, 
53). The dominant species are Swamp White 



A few words on 
activist angst 

by Leslie Lyon 

Be as I am -a reluctant enthusiast. . .apart-time 
crusader, a half-hearted fanatic. — Ed Abbey 
So do we buy the second BMW or have a third 
child? — Angst-ridden yuppie 

I know you. You've dedicated your life 
to the most worthy and difficult cause of all 
— the defense of Mother Earth. For Nature's 
sake, you’ve taken risks, neglected yourself 
and loved ones, and endured abuse. You 
work hours that would kill a lesser person. 
You'd do anything to save the planet from 
further harm. 

You may have started out with bound- 
less vitality, but you've since taken on so 
much work that it's all you can do to drag 
yourself out of bed some mornings. The job 
of Earth warrior doesn't pay well, so you'll 
never know the financial security enjoyed by 
yourmore "practical'' friends. Youcan'thelp 
wondering at times if anyone else has given 
up as much for the cause. 

It's not easy being a radical environ- 
mentalist. Few people understand the need 
for drastic action in defense of Mother Earth, 
and even fewer take that action. The handful 
who are ready to take on the enemy face 
staggering odds, often with no hope of re- 
ward beyond a hard-earned lesson in tactics. 
If you're a monkeywrencher, you live with a 
danger and loneliness beyond most people's 
endurance. Even if you only cheer on the 
men and women in black, you've learned 
that working in the system can be grueling 
too. 

Remember when you joined the move- 
ment? If you were like me, you had a lot of 
energy and the fiery commitment of fresh 
outrage. Years later, the commitment and 
outrage are still there, but they may feel more 
like a habit than a fire. Some of us are feeling 
downright burned out. 

The hotter a flame bums, the faster it 
can exhaust itself. Since most Earth warriors 
carry a fairly volcanic torch, we must be 
especially vigilant against burnout. The 
symptoms include physical ailments like 
lowered resistance, high blood pressure and 
insomnia, and emotional problems ranging 
from depression to anxiety. If you're becom- 


Oak (Q uercus bicolor), Pin Oak ( Quercus palus- 
tris), American Elm ( Ulmus americana), Big 
Shellbark Hickory {Cary a laciniosa), Blue 
Beech ( Carpinus caroliniana) and, in the 
Lowlands Section of the state, where Big Oak 
Tree is located, Overcup Oak ( Quercus lyrata) 
(3, p. S3). 

— 125 acres of wet bottomland forest, 
located in areas of the park where the ground 
is sometimes saturated or inundated; but, in 
the growing season, normally drained (2). 
Dominant species in wet bottomland forest 
in the Lowlands Section are Baldcypress 
(Taxodium distichum), Swamp Red Maple 
( Acer rubrum, var. drummondii), and Swamp 
Tupelo. Due to lengthy flooding, the wet 
bottomland forest has fewer canopy species 
and a less well developed understory than 
the wet-mesic bottomland forest (3, pp. 49, 
56). 

Meramec Upland Forest Natural Area, in 
Meramec State Park, east-central MO (Fran- 
klin County) 

337 acres of dry chert forest, ranked "A- 
B, " and a small, undetermined amount of dry 
limestone/dolomite forest ranked "A" (2). 
Dry chert forest is "still widespread and pos- 
sibly increasing" in Missouri, but most tracts 
are subject to grazing and logging. It is 
"mixed oak-hickory, oak pine, or pine for- 
est,” with White Oak, Black Oak, Scarlet Oak 
( Quercus coccinea), Shortleaf Pine and 
Lowbush Blueberry ( Vaccinium vacillans) as 
the dominantplants (3, p. 30). The Meramec 
area suffered "tremendous wind damage in 
1980" (1). 

Ack Tract, along the Piney River, south- 
central MO (Texas County) 

At least 200 acres of old-growth on a 
300-acre tract recently purchased by the 
Missouri Department of Conservation to be 
designated a state Natural Area. The tract 
contains the oldest stand of Shortleaf Pine in 
Missouri, with trees over 200 years old, and 
old-growth hickory and oak, including Post 
Oak and White Oak (1). 

Spout Springs Woods, in Caney Mountain 
Wildlife Area, in the center of the state’s 
southern border (Ozark County) 

200 plus acres of "old growth forest on 
steep, rocky, chert- covered, E and NE facing 


ing irritable, humorless, and jittery, chances 
are yourflame is laboring against the chilling 
wind of activist angst. 

Occasional hopelessness is inevitable in 
any uphill battle, and easily dealt with. 
Chronic hopelessness is different. Most of us 
know someone who succumbed to the delu- 
sion that we're fighting a losing battle. 

Every human has weaknesses. As hard 
as you try to hammer yourself into a machine 
with the sole purpose of saving the world, 
you 'll still be flesh and blood, with needs that 
must be met. If you push yourself too hard, 
or take on more than you can handle, you 
will start making mistakes. 

Even if you conserve your energy, you 
may not be using it wisely. One of the most 
common misuses of energy is morbid con- 
templation of the opposition. Keeping in- 
formed is one thing; worrying yourself sick is 
another. If you waste all your time agonizing 
over the troubles of the world, you'll have 
none left for remedying those troubles. 
Another example of counterproductive ac- 
tivism is the hysterical exhorter. It's fine and 
well to jolt others from their apathy, but 
people tire quickly of the raving, messianic 
approach. Only yesterday, I heard about an 
incoherent maniac who burst in on a BLM 
meeting and shamed activists who had put 
more thought into their appeals. Frantic 
outbursts make few converts. 

Another pitfall of activism is the conceit 
that everything will fall apart without you. 
No one is inherently more "valuable" than 
anyone else. Some can get things done on 
their own, but most of us do better with the 
help of others. It’s healthy to let others share 
work, plan strategies, and take credit. 

This is hard if you live in Apathyville 
USA. It's daunting to be the only person in 
town who's heard of Earth Day. Ifyoulivein 
an area where the "E" word is spoken only at 
great risk, don't assume you're alone. Adver- 
tise if you're outgoing, or keep your ears open 
if you're more low key; but don't stop look- 
ing for like-minded folks to work with. 

Most Earth warriors have to make a 
living outside the movement. Nothing can 
catapult an idealist out of an ivory tower 
faster than gainful employment. Jobs com- 
pel us to endure trials like co-workers who 
rely on a supreme being to solve all our 
problems. It may be risky to speak your mind 
at work. As a field interviewer for the feds, I 
run my fingers along the backbone of Amer- 
ica every month. I'd rather discuss the local 


wilderness debate with my respondents, but 
financial constraints force me to stick to 
Bureau of Labor Statistics concerns. How- 
ever, I still write newspaper columns decry- 
ing local institutions like large families and 
predator control. I haven't had a door 
slammed in my face yet, and I don't think 
many people are fired solely for expressing 
their beliefs. 

As a volunteer I've learned that worka- 
day conflicts also arise within environ- 
mental organizations. Even if two people see 
eye to eye about what's wrong and what to 
do about it, they still have personality traits 
that may clash. People who believe strongly 
in causes often believe just as strongly in 
their own egos. 

Even worse, some working environ- 
mentalists have lost their inspiration, and 
infuriate others with their cynical, self-serv- 
ing attitudes. I'm not the only one who's 
seen a “grassroots" outfit spend contribu- 
tions on evils ranging from styrofoam cups 
to luxury junkets. If you're faced with such 
wastrels, remind them that members aren’t 
eking out dues so some printa donna can play 
Fortune 500 executive. If you're one of the 


wastrels, think back to your roots, and con- 
sider the stress you're inflicting on you r more 
honorable cohorts. 

Maybe organizations aren’t for you. 
Some of the most effective defensive actions 
are accomplished by loners. If you engage in 
the kind of activities judges and road con- 
tractors frown upon, your sanity may be 
entirely up to you. While less courageous 
campaigners bask in the limelight, you must 
content yourself with personal satisfaction. I 
can only hope that the hero-worship of fel- 
low Earth lovers is some compensation for 
the perils you face. At the risk of sounding 
biblical, I predict that the grandchildren of 
those who revile you will one day carve 
statues in your likeness. 

Of course, it will take more than the 
promise of a better day to get us through the 
battles ahead. When it comes to self-indul- 
gence, we Earth lovers have the responsibil- 
ity of amusing ourselves in ways that don't 
compromise our principles. No shopping 
binges or trophy hunting for us! Still we need 
fun and distraction as much as the detached 
masses do. Whether its science fiction and 
continued on page 30 



TO HELL WITH LAYIN' DOWN IN FRONT OF 'EM 
by John Zaeiit 


sideslope from near bottoms to near ridg- 
etop." Trees of 15"-25+" dbh are common. 
The forest is dry- mesic chert (2). 

McSpadden Tract, on the lower Mississippi 
River (Cape Girardeau County) 

172 acres: "a large hillslope with E- 
facing bluffs and 2 SE running draws along 
the Mississippi with outstanding mesic and 
dry-mesic forest" (rank "A/B") (2). The site 
includes an example of the unusual mesic 
forest found in deep coves along the Missis- 
sippi. This forest type contains species char- 
acteristic of the Appalachian Mountains to 
the east: American Beech, Tulip Poplar, 
American Holly, and Cucumber Magnolia 
(1; 3, p. 17). The tract is privately owned (1). 

Hickory Canyons Natural Area, eastern 
Missouri (Sainte Genevieve County) 

A total of 190 acres of old-growth in 
three tracts within the larger Natural Area. 
The site's hills are "well-dissected," with 
caves, waterfalls, and box canyons (2). The 
area is owned by the private Leo A. Drey 
Foundation and leased to the Missouri De- 
partment of Conservation for management 
(1). The three tracts are: 

— 30 acres of dry sandstone forest. The 
dominant trees are White Oak, Black Oak, 
Post Oak (Quercus stellata), and Shortleaf 
Pine. Most such areas have been logged and 
grazed (2; 3, p. 35). 

— 80 acres of mesic sandstone forest. 
White Oak, Northern Red Oak, Sugar Maple, 
Spicebush (Lindera benzoin), and Pawpaw 
(Asimina triloba) are the dominant plants. 
This type of forest is very rare, with only a few 
high-quality tracts remaining (2; 3, p. 38). 

— 80 acres of dry-mesic sandstone for- 
est. White Oak, Northern Red Oak, Southern 
Red Oak (Quercus falcata), and Shortleaf Pine 
dominate. Many examples of this type of 
forest are protected and recovering (2; 3, p. 
37). 

Westport Island Natural Area, on the Mis- 
sissippi, half- way up the state (Lincoln 
County) 

153 acres that constitute the southern 
half of "a riverine island dissected by numer- 
ous sloughs with outstanding wet and wet- 
mesic bottomland forest" (2). The forest is 
old-growth and has one of the best bot- 


tomland tracts in Missouri. The US Army 
Corps of Engineers, which owns it, leases it to 
the Department of Conservation (1). 

Big Spring Towering Pines, in southeastern 
MO (Carter County) 

ISO acres of dry forest (15 acres) and of 
"high quality upland chert forest with com- 
mon old and old second growth (90- 250+ 
yrs) mostly dry-mesic [chert] forest with 
pine-oak and oak- pine" (2). The National 
Park Service owns the site as part of the 
National Scenic Riverway along the Current 
River (1). 

SOURCES: 

(1) Kurz, Don. Assistant Natural History Administrator, 
Missouri Department of Conservation. 1990, March 1. 
Phone call. 

(2) Missouri Dept of Conservation. 1989, Aug. 25. [Printout 
of Old Growth Forests.] 

(3) Nelson, Paul W. 1985. The Terrestrial Natural Commu- 
nities of Missouri. Produced for the Missouri Natural Areas 
Committee. 

(4) Nigh, Tim A., Botanist, MO Dept of Conservation. 1990, 
Feb. 14. Letter, with enclosure. 

(5) Sweet, Michael]., Endangered Species Coordinator, MO 
Dept of Conservation. 1989, June 7. Letter, with enclosures. 

TEXAS 

The Public Affairs Officer of the Na- 
tional Forests in Texas writes that the only 
tract of virgin timber of which the Forest 
Service knows is a 5-6-acre state-owned and 
operated roadside park with Longleaf Pine, 
between Hemphill and Pineland (3). David 
Diamond, Ecologist with the Texas Natural 
Heritage Program, pwints to one virgin area 
and one area of pwssible old-growth, both of 
the American Beech-Southern Magnolia 
typ>e, within the National Forests. He says, 
however, that all examples of the Longleaf 
Pine-Little. Bluestem type have undergone 
cutting and only small patches of old trees 
remain (2). 

Santa Marla Tract, in the Lower Rio Grande 
National Wildlife Refuge (Hidalgo County) 
422 acres of bottomland hardwoods 
that Michael Bomstein, Wildlife Biologist at 
the Refuge, is "80-90% confident" have not 
been disturbed by non-Indians. The tract, 
which is owned by the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, was purchased from the World Wild- 
life Fund in 1976. It is dominated by Sugar- 
berry (Celtis laevigata) and Rio Grande Ash. 


Cedar Elm , Anacua, and Texas Ebony are 
also present. The Rio Grande Ash, Anacua, 
and Texas Ebony cannot be seen elsewhere In 
southern Texas. The refuge is on the periph- 
ery of the ranges of many Central American 
bird spjecies. Thus many rare birds come 
through. Also it provides habitat for the 
Ocelot and Jaguarundi, both Endangered 
Sp>ecies. The Refuge is closed to the public 

(D v 

Clear Branch Area, in Angelina National 
Forest in east Texas 

200 acres of "good quality beech-mixed 
hardwood slopes." White Oak, Red Oak, 
Loblolly Pine, Sweetgum (Liquidambar 
styraciflua), and American Holly (Ilex opaca) 
are present, though not magnolia. The tract 
shows no obvious signs of logging, but 
patches may have been clearcut or selec- 
tively logged (2, S). 

Mill Creek Beech-Magnolia Forest, near 
Hemphill close to the eastern border of 
Texas, in Sabine NF (Sabine County) 

A 172-acre site with 90 acres of virgin, 
"excellent quality, old growth beech-mag- 
nolia forest." The magnolias are undergoing 
gap-phase regeneration. This stand is ranked 
as the best of its community typ>e in Texas (2, 
5 ). 

Lennox Woods Preserve, north of 
Clarksville in eastern Texas (Red River 
County) 

A 158-acre tract on which is "uncut" 
Shortleaf Pine/Oak Forest. The forest, which 
is owned by The Nature Conservancy, is 
home to the Endangered Arkansas Meadow 
Rue (Thalictrum arkansanum) and to the only 
known Texas population of Wildenovi's 
Sedge (Carex wildenovii) (4, 6). 

SOURCES: 

(1) Bomsteln, Michael, Wildlife Biologist, Lower RloGrande 
National Wildlife Refuge. 1990, April 12. Phone call. 

(2) Diamond, David, Ecologist, Texas Natural Heritage 
Program. 1990, March 14. Phone call. 

(3) Gldlund, Carl A., Public Affairs Officer, National Forests 
In Texas. 1990, Feb. 21. Letter. 

(4) Nature Conservancy. 1988. Texas. Hie Nature Conser- 
vancy Magazine 38 (3): 31. 

(5) Sullivan, Dorlnda, Data Manager, Texas Natural Heritage 
Program. 1989, May 2. Letter, with data sheets. 

(6) Texas Chapter of TNC. Flyer on Lennox Woods. 
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Pfie Prairie ShieCd 


by Daniel Dancer 


£ 


ements of Place 


An old farmhouse burning down, a 
turtle skeleton and a handmade wind orna- 
ment were the elements of place I encoun- 
tered one spring day in the Flint Hills of 
Kansas. I was there scouting a site for the 
creation of an eco-sculpture that would cele- 
brate the native Tallgrass Prairie — my bi- 
oregion and home for the last 16 years. 
Actually, it would be more than just a sculp- 
ture. It would be, as well, a shield of sorts, 
sacred ground from which to rally and rail 
against Fort Riley's proposed acquisition of 
the region for tank training maneuvers. 

I discovered the wind ornament blow- 
ing in triplicate on the front yard fence posts 
of a small house in Burdick, a sleepy farm 
community that would be rocked by explod- 
ing shells should the military's bid for expan- 
sion be granted. I stopped here to ask for 
directions. An old woman of the self-suffi- 
cient Kansas backcountry variety was bid- 
ding farewell to her son's family when I 
pulled up. She gave me directions and asked 
if I was "one of them government people." I 
said, "no." She said "good." Then I com- 
mented on her cut-out plastic bottles twirl- 
ing in the wind. "Ya want one," she said. 
"Sure," I replied and headed down the road 
with one on the seat beside me. American 
prayer wheels, 1 thought, thinking of Tibet, 
though in this case the wind does the turn- 
ing. 

1 quickly forgot her directions, as I usu- 
ally do after becoming engaged with an 
unusual personality. It was ok though. I had 
my map, sent to me by the Preserve Rural 
America Society which had organized com- 
munities against the expansion. There were 
four areas selected as possible zones for gov- 
ernment acquisition, each about 100,000 
acres in size. I had chosen to explore the 
southern-most zone, about 50 miles from Ft. 
Riley. 

Most of it was prime Flint Hills grass- 
land and I was anxious to find an auspicious 
site for the sculpture that was beginning to 
take shape in the events of the day. 

As I usually do when I want to find the 
wild spaces of a region I began turning off on 
progressively smaller dirt roads; roads that 
headed away, into the hills; signless, wire- 
less, houseless — the more rutted and rocky 
the better. It was on one of these, after 
forging a river, that I rounded a bend and 
discovered an old farmstead burning to the 
ground. No one was around. The fire was in 
its early stages and flames danced almost 
playfully from the upstairs windows. I pho- 
tographed the scene and marveled that this 
100 plus year old house had awaited my 
precise arrival to bum to the ground. Memo- 
ries set in wood of children laughing, late 
night lovemaking and dinner table argu- 
ments were set free in the smoke that wafted 
up through the immense cedars that once 
shaded the grounds. The bam was burning 
also and I noticed the backroad I was follow- 
ing wound between it and the house and up 
a steep hill out of sight. I smiled inwardly 
and knew, with the certainty such events 


claim, that I was about to enter sacred ground. 

After watching the buildings climax in 
flames I threaded my way between them, 
their heat blasting my old Subaru for a 
moment. Once up the hill I discovered the 
source of the fire. As anyone who is from the 
prairie lands knows, "buntin' pasture" is a 
spring rite, and this particular prairie fire had 
worked its way into the domain of the aban- 
doned farm below. I followed the track 
through the freshly burned landscape to a 
rickety fence gate. 1 knew from past experi- 
ence in the hills that this was what I was 
looking for. This gate would open onto a 10 
or 20,000 acre pasture of native tallgrass 
prairie hills, valleys, glades, creeks and sky 
that descends everywhere to your very toes. 
Wild space. Private land of course, but 
owned by folks who understand the craving 
of the odd naturalist to stretch out in a land 
that has the feel of heaven and the taste of 
100 years ago. And best of all, the cows 
hadn't been turned out yet. 

I cruised 30 miles across the giant pas- 
ture that afternoon, most of it freshly burned 
and exuding the clean smell of ash. 1 found 
the skeleton of a turtle, its bleached white 
bones set upon the blackprairie like a beacon 
on a dark night. I gathered it up and headed 



Shooting Stars . . . 


continued from page 29 
heavy metal (my vices), or square dancing 
and crossword puzzles, distraction helps 
make an activist more effective. 

Health of mind also depends on health 
of body. Staying up all night and living on 
Twinkles won't get the job done. A well- 
balanced, unadulterated diet is not only 
good for the planet, it's good for people who 
want to save the planet. Many unhealthy 
substances, such as sugar, red meat, and 
caffeine, involve harmful forming practices. 
There's little excuse for smoking tobacco, 
since it ruins both soil and health. Earth 
First! is a notorious hotbed for fun-loving 
parties, a reputation that has doubtless in- 
spired more jealousy than disapproval. Rec- 
reational drugs like beer and marijuana are 
wonderful, provided overindulgence 
doesn't make one a couch potato. 

An effective activist has a satisfying life 
outside the movement. Dedication to a 
cause cannot solve personal problems, or 
take the place of family and friends. You 
won't win over an indifferent spouse and 
kids by spending all your time away from 
home. Activists who use a cause to escape 
personal problems often end up doing more 
harm than good. The persevering activist 
also keeps his or her motives in order. If 
you're working against the system in order to 
punish a spouse, father or boss, you'll proba- 
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bly fail in both regards. 

It always helps to find some humor in 
any difficult task. Remember the Chicago 
Seven? Instead of letting themselves be 
cowed by the charges against them, they 
confounded JudgeHoffman with their theat- 
rical mockery of the judicial system. It's 
healthy to say what you feel; to cry when you 
suffer setbacks, and to laugh when you pre- 
vail. 

Without a doubt, the most effective way 
to remain sane in the face of adversity is to 
stay in touch with the ideal we're trying to 
preserve. As Earth lovers, we can maintain 
our vision by spending as much time as 
possible in natural settings. There's nothing 
like a backpacking trip in the desert or a hike 
up a mountain to give an activist the 
strength to carry on. 

Earth First! actions are as famous for 
their irreverent good humor as they are for 
their uncompromising defense of Mother 
Earth. It's the defense that matters to us, but 
these days, style seems to win as many battles 
as strategy. The side that can play as hard as 
it fights will have the best chance of winning 
the hearts and minds of a new generation. 
Remember that you are making history; that 
you belong to a movement that will be idol- 
ized by future generations, and treat yourself 
accordingly. 


eastward to a high point of land that pro- 
truded over the surrounding terrain, present- 
ing a sweeping panorama of the prairie 
world. Here was a forever view. Sunrise, 
sunset, the four directions — all seemed to 
converge here. It was one of those places — 
perfect for the sculpture which at that 
moment I knew I would call "The Prairie 
Shield." 




efuge For The Imagination 


Few Americans have heard of the Flint 
Hills. Even fewer have been there. They are 
not the home of still wild and dangerous 
predators nor do they contain riven with 
adrenalin pumping rapids or vistas of mind 
numbing spectacle. Devoid of hype, no signs 
or indicators on your map will direct you 
here for this land is not the widest, deepest or 
longest of anything. It is the last of some- 
thing though. The Flint Hills are the last 
large reserve of the native tallgrass prairie 
that once covered a quarter billion acres of 
this continent. 

Here and there along roads are prairie 
islands — patches of Big Blue Stem, tallest of 
the prairie grasses, reaching over 8 feet tall. 
Safe from munching cows, these lonely 
stands hark back to not so long ago when this 
was an inland sea of grass supporting one of 
Earth's largest concentrations of mammals. 
Passing these haunting remnants I often slip 
into a dreamtime of Buffalo infinity, lurking 
Wolves, and teepees nestled in cottonwood 
coves. No sooner am 1 there than a bend in 
the road or a deep rut yanks me back into 
these troubled times and the sad realization 
that the Tallgrass Prairie is the world’s most 
damaged ecosystem, in terms of percentage 
of land lost. 

Today, only about 1% of the original 
Tallgrass Prairie persists, and most of that is 
here in the Hint Hills of eastern Kansas, a 
rough ellipse 40 miles east and west at its 
widest and some 200 miles north and south. 
Protected from the sodbuster's plow by its 
flinty subsoil, the Flint Hills prairie survived 
the onslaught of western advancement. This 
is a lost land, a refuge for the imagination 
where less often turns out to be more. Hill 
after hill, gentle sculpted curves swell and 
crest as far the eye can see in shades of green 
or tan, painted with windblown snow or 
rainbows of wildflowers, depending on the 
season. The Bluestem ecology of this area is 
without parallel. Biologists have identified 
over 300 species of birds, some 80 species of 
mammals and 600 species of plants, many 
found nowhere else. It is one of the Earth's 
most complex and endangered ecosystems. 


Le 


mons On The Prairie 
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It is here that the government proposes 
to "acquire" (through our tax dollars) 
100,000 acres of land to blast, compact, 
uproot and otherwise destroy in the name of 
weapons training for the M-l Abrahms Tank 
and Bradley Fighting Vehicle. A look at the 
effectiveness of these weapons would be 
almost humorous were it not for the excesses 
and stupidity they represent. US News and 
World Report portrays the Ml as rolling into 
battle but then running out of gas before the 
fight is over (1 tank division needs 600,000 
gallons of fuel a day, twice as much as 
Patton's entire Third Army used when it 
raced across Europe!). In research tests the 
M 1 broke down for more than 1/2 hour every 
58 miles, thus requiring a separate mainte- 
nance team traveling with the crew, pre- 
sumably prepared to get out and make re- 
pairs during battle. As for the Bradley, it is 
made of aluminum which is inflammable 
and often explodes when hit. The world’s 
leading experts in tactical tank warfare, the 
Israelis, refuse to use the Bradley because its 
huge size makes it an easy target. The army 
wants to loose these lemons upon the prairie. 

It is not the army's sad absurdity, how- 
ever, nor the plight of the many farm fami- 
lies that would be uprooted by the fort's 
expansion that attracted my attention as an 
environmental artist. Multitudes of angry 
Kansans have already rallied upon this 
ground. Few, however, have spoken for the 
prairie itself. 


Kind Of Virginity 


We have no sizable portion of native 
tallgrass prairie protected in this country. 
Sure, we have our token preserves managed 
by The Nature Conservancy (10,000 acres in 
Kansas; 15,000 acres in South Dakota; 50,000 
acres In Oklahoma) but nothing on the scale 
of what Ft. Riley Wants to acquire for weap- 
ons training. The once heated battle for a 
Prairie National Park has all but died in the 
Midwest. Its last gasp lies in an Audubon 
sponsored effort to buy, from a willing seller, 
the beautiful 1 1,000 acre Flint Hill's Z Bar 
Ranch and turn it into a Prairie National 
Monument. 

Although I dream of one day taking my 
daughter Into a vast,, pre-settlement style, 
mid-continental, "big open" with thousands 


of square miles of restored prairie, complete 
with Bison, Grizzly, and Elk; the region in its 
current state is a kind of refuge already — one 
for the imagination. The Flint Hills have few 
people, abundant space, a fair amount of 
wildlife and virtually no tourism. Naturally, 
I'd rather see Bison on the prairies than cows, 
but until the world realizes that it makes 
more sense to eat grains and vegetables than 
to eat beef, the landowners here will con- 
tinue to graze cattle. Unlike BLM lands in the 
West, this country is meant to be grazed, 
albeit by Bison; and aside from burning too 
much (annual fires decrease the diversity of 
the forbs), most Flint Hills ranchers do an 
adequate job of caretaking the prairies. 

I’m as anti-grazing as the next environ- 
mentalist but during the battle for a prairie 
park some years ago, I could never quite 
come to terms with the virtue of removing 
ranchers and cattle from a big chunk of 
ground and replacing them with Buffalo, 
Elk, rangers, parking lots, interpretation 
centers and hordes of gas guzzling, wrapper 
spewing, ozone depleting tourists. I had no 
trouble with the Elk or Buffalo, of course, but 
the rest of the package made me uneasy. 
Kansas has a kind of virginity when it comes 
to tourists, and I couldn't help but feel a little 
protective of it. In a sense, these hills are a 
sort of national park already, one that pre- 
serves a special reality and kind of wild — an 
endangered way of life without hype, glitter 
or signs pointing the way. In other words, it 
is a real place for the adventurous to discover 
and enjoy. 

I find it easier to imagine a herd of cows 
as Buffalo, than a parking lot full of RVs as a 
camp of tipis. As others have argued, the 
integrity of the hills is perhaps better pro- 
tected as it is, with cows (God help me), 
rather than Bison; ranchers, rather than 
tourists. It’s a point well taken, for Kansans 
would rather see travelers, on their way to 
Colorado or Missouri, than tourists. It's not 
that they aren't friendly; they are among the 
most welcoming folk you will find, and 
they'll assure you that Kansas is a great place 
to live ... but you wouldn't want to visit 
there. 

*2urtle Island 

I can say with a fair degree of certainty 
that no tourist had ever shared the Elysian 
prairiescape in which I began to build the 
shield. Deep in the hills, miles from the 
nearest road, I gathered large white rocks and 
formed a circle about 12 feet in diameter. I 
aligned the four directions with the two 
significant features rising above the land- 
scape — a pair of huge cottonwoods to the 
west, and a lone, monolithic hill to the 
north. Ft. Riley way. I marked the directions 
with cedar stakes tied with owl feathers. 
From the small, brown, shiny flint rocks 
lying helter skelter across the prairie, I ar- 
ranged a turtle like the one whose bones I 
had found . From the shield's north point, its 
head emerged open-mouthed emitting a 
rock spiral which wound to the precipice of 
the hill. Spinning on a stake at the spiral's 
center was the homemade prayer wheel 
adorned now with prayers and prairie af- 
firmations. I applied black ash from the 
burned farmhouse to the direction lines and 
the turtle’s back to highlight it from the 
native grass. And finally, I pounded a pipe, 
taken from the fire site, into the center of the 
turtle’s back to function as a lightning rod. 

In the course of four trips to the hills 
needed to complete the shield, I experienced 
the prairie in many facets. One of the wild- 
est, most awesome sounds in nature often 
accompanied my work — the extra-terres- 
trial like deep whirring of a nighthawk break- 
ing the vortex of its dive above me. Some 100 
feet from the site, and an initial omen for the 
spot, was a nest of curlew eggs. I often 
observed the parents attempt to lead me 
away from the nest with their broken wing 
routine. I made hurried descents from camp 
at night to escape the deadly lightning bolts, 
called grave diggers in these parts, and lay 
awake till the storms passed, giddily enjoy- 
ing the light and sound shows for which the 
prairie is famous. And then there was the 
disappearing Coyote — the trickster. He was 
200 feet away. I turned around to grab my 
binoculars and when I looked back he was 
gone — no trees to hide behind, no gullies to 
descend into, just plain gone. This was 
prairie primeval almost, and for awhile its 
magic was my own. * 

Common in Native American mythol- 
ogy is the notion that all life exists on the 
back of a giant turtle, thus they call the Earth 
Turtle Island. This is wise counsel, for it 
depicts the Earth as a living finite being — a 
being that must be protected and used wisely 
so its life may continue. The turtle, whose 
skeleton I found upon the blackened prairie 
and which took life again in the center of the 
shield, was a tribute to this concept. There 
was a second death however, and the turtle's 
ultimate fate can be viewed as a metaphor for 
our time. 

continued on page 33 
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WIPING FOR WILDERNESS 

The Quest for an Ecologically Responsible 
Finale to a Bowel Movement 


Admittedly, this article is full of shit. It 
needs to be. Nowhere have I seen a discus- 
sion of alternatives to our regular habit of 


side"), a bucket of any type of snow will 
conform to the highest standards if placed in 
the warm bathroom just prior to use. Derma- 


Leftover pancakes (without blueberries) 
make an excellent alternative if everyone in 
the household has been well fed, and all 


reaching for the roll. Irregular readers, de- tologists don't expect any repercussions other options have been exhausted. Waffles 


spite having less of an impact (environ- 
mental, that is), are still encouraged to read 
on. Perhaps I was fair game for this subject, 
having written "View from the Outhouse" 
for Earth First! Journal for five years but never 
seriously questioning how my hygienic exer- 
cises inside the outhouse affected my scenic 
view. Might there be more trees if my mod- 
em buns were less demanding, less pam- 
pered with a luxury so soft and sensual as 
toilet paper? Might the weather be different 
had billions of little white rolls not been 
produced by belching, spewing factories for 


from the use of highly acidic snow, common 
in the Northeast; but meteorologists suggest 
this alternative won't be around in years to 
come, thanks to the greenhouse effect. 

Forestland alternatives range from large 
green maple leaves to various species of fem 
(watch those rough spores on the underside 
of fronds). Imagination is the limit, as long 
as our collecting habits are spread out among 
common plants (Common Mullein is a wip- 
ingwinner; certified, too, by Better Homes and 
Gardens for the hesitant housewife). Pine 
cones should not be forsaken, but depending 


are not recommended. Crepes might be 
risky, but old pita bread should hold up. This 
food-for-fanny option might bring me the 
wrath of Frances Moore Lappe, but mailing 
my wholewheat pancakes to Third World 
countnes sounds even more absurd than 
stacking them in the outhouse. 

Perhaps the most controversial alterna- 
tive is to refrain from wiping. Most people, 
myself included at this point, consider the 
subject entirely closed to debate. We all 
know how dogs and cats quietly compensate 
while curled on a rug beneath our feet, and I 


dbye to toilet paper might seem trivial, even 
ludicrous. But we created this mess one step 
at a time across many generations, and that 
is the only way to clean it up. Shall we 
continue clearcutting forests to pamper our 
spoiled butts with the unequaled strokes of 
virgin paper, or take another small step on 
our journey home? If nothing else, take from 
this article a powerful yet neglected principle 
to ponder while you poop: Think Globally 
When Wiping Locally. 

— Robert Streeter 


the belching, spewing masses? There would 
be fewer trucks on the highways, fewer log- 
gers in the woods, fewer poisons in the rivers 
and rain, if only we had resisted reaching for 
the roll.. A safer, healthier, happier world was 
flushed away when that first miraculous roll 
came forth to rid us of our wiping woes. 

The paper gods had us hooked like 
peanut butter to jelly, like Mormons to 
motherhood; and like so many other unnec- 
essary "necessities," the convenient roll of 
toilet paper has become an accessory that no 
modem human would dare defecate with- 
out. Toilet paper is now more dear to most 
Americans than apple pie and Chevrolet. 


on the species, you may end up with more of 
a mess than when you began. One Western 
woodsman recommends moist Douglas-fir 
cones, though I suspect that all cones are less 
user-friendly than green vegetation. 

Ambitious gardeners might enjoy 
"growing their own." Perhaps an extra row 
of lettuce? Early settlers used com cobs, but 
outdated Sears catalogs replaced that 
method and the inky pages quickly killed 
most of rural America with rectal cancer. J.C. 
Penney wiped out (so to speak) what was left. 

Culinary options should not be over- 
looked (or overcooked), particularly since 
several of the above alternatives are seasonal. 


am not inspired. But I always look to the 
natural world for examples of healthy living 
... and what other creatures use "toilet pa- 
per"? What have aborigines done through 
the ages? Is toilet paper in any form only a 
product of civilization? Tell me, did Nean- 
derthal wipe? 

Alternatives to toilet papier are only 
limited to the depth of our collective imagi- 
nation. The principles by which we judge 
the goodness of an alternative are the same 
principles of Deep Ecology that should guide 
our lives into this “last chance" decade, if 
indeed we really do have a chance. At this 
stage in our demolition derby, saying goo- 


ed. note: WHAT YOU CAN DO(O) ... DO(0): 
Aside from the obvious, write to the food chains 
of your choice and suggest they replace toilet 
paper in their restrooms with buckets of leaves or 
snow, as the season and locale dictate. Write to 
McDonald's and tell them what to do with the 
thousands of cheeseburgers they discard every 
day. (Tell them to hold the mustard, though.) 
Protest outside public lavatories, carrying signs 
with catchy slogans like, BUYING A ROLL OF 
TOILET PAPER IS AN ACT OF VIOLENCE and 
NEXT TIME, USE BUNS FOR YOUR BUNS. If 
patrons seem unmoved , blockade the stalls — 
shut 'em down! — JD 


Alar and Toyota have broken much of our 


loyalty on those last two accounts, but noth- 
ing has shaken our intestinal desire for toilet 
paper. 

People defecated prior to the invention 
of toilet paper, remarkable as it seems; hence 
there are definitely alternatives. The easiest 
alternative is toilet papier made from recycled 



papier. It should not be seen as a solution, just 
a stepping stone to more organic forms of 
worry-free wiping. Recycled rolls are a work- 
able beginning toward kicking the habit for 
most pieople: the less daring, the anal-reten- 
tive, our cowardly comrades whose virgin 
buns have never known the stroke of green 
leaves on a warm summer morning, or the 
scrapie of January snow. 

A roll of toilet piapier with the universal 
"recycle" logo on its wrapping is a welcome 
sight, but even factories such as Erving Papier 
Company's mill in Erving, Massachusetts, 
that handle only recycled papier, pxillute. 
Erving discharges pioisons into the Millers 
River below, and the atmosphere above. Less 
measurable pollution comes from the vast 
system of transpxirtation they rely on, the 
production of electricity, and so forth and so 
on, etc. dot dot dot. 

My brother in St. Louis informs me that 
the supermarket chain where he shops now 
carries recycled rolls. Canada's largest super- 
market chain, Loblaw Companies, Ltd., also 
sells recycled rolls in their recently intro- 
duced "green line" of products. Atlantic 
Recycled Paper Co. (1-800-323-2811) sells 
recycled rolls through the mail, $48.95 for a 
case of 96. 

A disturbing tale of toilet paper was 
brought to my attention from an unknown 
catalog where "camouflage toilet paper for 
hunters" was offered for sale (sounds L.L. 
Beanish). "Meets hunters' basic needs. 
Funny as it sounds, it’s also safe. Hunters 
using white toilet piaper have been mistaken 
for whitetailed deer and shot at!" Imagine 
that. With the tiny exception of ethical, 
responsible hunters that kill for subsistence, 
I’d prefer that most hunters entered the 
woods with toilet paper tails and a set of 
antlers. But no need to worry about camou- 
flage toilet piaper catching on at $3.98 a roll. 

My wife once stayed with a couple in 
rural Ireland whose "toilet paper" was reus- 
able cotton rags. Obviously work and disci- 
pline is involved with caring for the rags on 
a daily basis, but it is the kind of real work we 
must accept if we are serious about sustain- 
able lifestyles. This alternative is the most 
rewarding in terms of environmental lmpiact 
and tactility. 

On the oppiosite end of the tactile scale 
is a plentiful alternative for winter wiping: 
snow. The best snow is that which will pack 
and conform to the shapie of your hand, and 
will hold together during those critical sec- 
onds of use. Powdery snow is dangerous. 
Generally spieaking, good Nordic skiing 
snow is pioor wiping snow. But if you’re still 
engaged in the relatively new and disgusting 
habit of defecating inside your home (as 
opiposed to an outhouse or the "Big Out- 


by Daniel Conner 

Prefatory Remarks 

Dan, 

I'd like you to reconsider the focus of 
your Earthsounds column. I think that even 
if technological music — synthesizers and 
such — can be ecologically appropriate, EF! 
should not promote it regularly. Plenty of 
good non-electronic music is available, and 
I'd rather you review more natural music. 

—John 

John, 

I agree that the Journal has no 
business promoting electronic music. 
Rather, you should promote artists who cele- 
brate wild nature in their art, in whatever 
medium they choose to express themselves. 
You've done a fine job with Lone Wolfs 
"Soundtrack" column, but the time has 
come to broaden your coverage. Except for 
my column, the electronic end of the eco- 
music spectrum is not now covered in any 
periodical I know. 

Many people committed to the 
Earth are buying and listening to this stuff, 
and not all of them are New Age types. Give 
it a listen, that's all I ask. 

It's hard not to agree with your philo- 
sophical distaste for electronic music, which 
no doubt many EF!ers share. I too disliked 
synthesized music until the mid-1970s when 
musicians abandoned the beep-and-burp 
school of electronics and began to produce 
sounds that quite effectively Simulate natu- 
ral ambience. In my view, we need to rethink 
to what degree technological art can be en- 
listed in the service of the wild and primal. 

You are also right to be suspicious of the 
high-tech aspiect of synthesized music. But 
do you really think that the "natural" music 
you like is free from state-of-the-art record- 
ing and production techniques? If you seek 
consistency, EF! Journal would review only 
recordings of authentic primal pieoples as 
recorded by ethnomusicologists, and maybe 
the growing industry in recorded nature 
sounds. And if you seek piurity of doctrine, 
then you wouldn't piublish record reviews at 
all — only reviews of live performances of 
tribal chants accompanied by handmade 
instruments. 

My view is that all music can be enlisted 
in the service of the wild and primal. Even a 
symphony orchestra, which is pierhaps the 
most hierarchical and artificial of all modes 
of musical expression, can be. (Compared to 
an orchestra or even a small combo, a synthe- 
sizer is downright democratic.) 

The music you call "natural" isn't really. 
Eco-folk is for the most piart music of "men 


with guitars" — as one of your readers noted 
some time ago. It's recycled urban protest 
musicof the 50s and 60s, a la Woody Guthrie 
and Pete Seeger, blended together with the 
country twang of Jimmie Rodgers and the 
biting satire of Tom Lehrer. True, the words 
often express a uniquely Earth First! view- 
point; but the music itself is derivative, noth- 
ing new. It's not particularly ethnic, or 
primal, or even authentically regional. Nor 
is eco-folk by Itself unusually expressive of 
the qualities EF!ers value most. 

Of course, there’s nothing wrong with 
that, and I don't mean to belittle the obvious 
talents of EF! troubadours. Don't look for 
harsh words about EF! campfire music from 
me. It gets the juices flowing and inspires 
protest. My point is only that the cutting 
edge has been absent from music of this type 
since Woody Guthrie died. 

Real musical history is being made right 
now with synthesizers that generate con- 
vincing natural ambiences. It's not getting 
reviewed because of the cultural myopia of 
highbrow lovers of classical music and the 
preconceptions of some eco-folk types who 
dismiss it as spacey trash, easy-listening for 
yuppies. 

It's true that most synthesized music is 
worthless. But as Robert Heinlein once said, 
"Ninety-five percent of everything is trash." 
Today, a good deal of fine synthesized music 
is being compiosed in the service of nature. 
We'd be foolish to ignore or oppose it, even 
if technologically generated. 

There is of course room for Luddite 
purists within the EF! fold. Some have aban- 
doned the use of automobiles, and to them I 
say, good! And if EF! columnist Robert 
Streeter has decided he can do without 
cameras, that's laudable too. 

But you honchos at the Journal know 
that conscientious refusal to use sophisti- 
cated tools of communication only serves to 
select the conscientious right out of the 
debate. Until the collapse of industrial con- 
sumerism comes, we don't really have much 
choice about using the tools of the devil to do 
the work of angels. 

Just as the Journal spreads its message 
with the use of computers, many young 
musicians bypiass the production and distri- 
bution channels of mass industrial culture 
when they use synthesizers to suggest a 
subversive ecological message. Should we 
ignore them because their music requires an 
electrical outlet for its production as well as 
Its reproduction? About as much, I figure, as 
we should ignore the contents of the Journal 
because you use a few Mac SEs to get it out. 

—Daniel Conner 


So, On With The Show: 

Every now and then a record album 
comes out that represents a real musical 
breakthrough. Do you remember the hoopla 
following the release of "Sergeant Pepper's 
Lonely Hearts Club Band"? Well, that 
album's pushing 30 now. But the genius of 
"A Day in the Life" still lives, and that song 
is the equal of any Schubert ever wrote. 

Musical breakthroughs are more than 
just the advent of a good piece of music. 
They are advances in musical expression that 
occur at a single stroke — a "great leap 
forward" as it were. Beethoven’s "Eroica" 
symphony is pierhaps the best known ex- 
ample of a new form of musical expression 
shockingly different from what preceded it. 
Stravinsky's "Rite of Spring" (discussed in 
this column last issue) is another. 

This process occurs in pop music as well. 
In the 1980s there were at least three break- 
through albums. The first was a big commer- 
cial hit: Paul Simon's “Graceland," which 
wedded Afro-pop stylings with Simon's own 
soulful ballad style. About the same time the 
Paul Winter Consort came out with "Earth- 
beat," in which Winter's Earth-inspired soft- 
jazz sound was integrated with the austere 
and angular tones of a Russian folk chorus. 

A third breakthrough album of the 
1980s should interest Earth Firstlers, but it's 
not well known yet. The album is ponder- 
ously titled "Possible Musics (Fourth World 
vol. 1)," a collaboration between Jon Hassell 
and British composer Brian Eno that was 
released in 1980. 

Last issue I described how a few impor- 
tant 20th century symphonic works were 
piart of the rediscovery of the primitive that 
is a central feature of 20th century art. That 
rediscovery continues in the music of Jon 
Hassell — to my mind the finest composer 
exploring primal states of mind. 

If you think synthesized music neces- 
sarily sounds artificial, cerebral, techno- 
cratic, you're in for a big surprise! Hassell's 
music wouldn't sound out of place at a cor- 
roboree or a voodoo ceremony. Some of it is 
really spooky. Hassell is a trumpet player and 
his playing, modulated and filtered almost 
beyond recognition, contributes to the ef- 
fect. 

Hassell’s most recent releases are 
"Power Sp»t" (ECM Records 1986); "The 
Surgeon of the Nightsky Restores Dead 
Things by the Power of Sound" (Capitol 
Records 1987); and "Earthquake Island" 
(Tomato Records 1989). 

Hassell's art is not spiacey or new-age. 
This isn't music to trip you out, but rather to 
get the juices flowing. If you can get piast the 
apipiarent paradox, Hassell's music represents 
the best of what high-tech can do in the 


service of the primal. 
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GREEN RAGE: Radical Environmentalism 
and the Unmaking of Civilization, by 
Christopher Manes; 1990; $18.95; 290pp; 
Little, Brown & Co., 205 Lexington Ave, NY, 
NY 10016; available from EF! Books, $21 
ppd. 

Christopher Manes has been aptly de- 
scribed as a trenchant critic of technology, a 
brilliant essayist, and the most important 
young philosopher in the radical environ- 
mental movement (and a powerful singer of 
"The House of the Rising Sun"!) Using words 
that challenge even the most erudite readers 
of Earth First! Journal, and under appellations 
manifold and diverse . Christoph has been 
writing subversive essays for our I'flUll wl 
almost since its nascency. / 

Chapter titles from Green Rage indicate 
its timely topics: The Ecology of Confronta- 
tion, The Culture of Extinction, The Rise and 
Fall of Reform Environmentalism: An Unex- 
puigated History, Earth First!, Deep Ecology, 
Civilization and Other Errata ... Herein 
Christoph looks askance at technological 
society, He reaffirms in this book what he 
has argue? in EF! Journal — that ter hnnlnyL. 
c al-industrial society is incompatible with 
wilderness. . Technology, C hristoph has writ- 
tenTTs not ethically neutral, as reform envi- 
ronmentalists are wont to sa y; it is inherently 
destructive. It sundered humanity from 
Nature, and sunders humans from their own 
nature. Healthy societies in days of yore 
cultivated craft; they did not develop te ch- 
nologyQ 

Dmike many analysts of the radical 
environmental movement, such as Alston 
Chase (described by Christoph as a "retired 
academician"!), Christoph has been in the 
midst of the movement for many years. 
Green Rage, as well as any prior publication, 
explains the context of radical environmen- 
talism: 

The significance of radical environmental- 
ism does not lie in some jaundiced history of. 
environmental philosophy, nor in the dark urge 
, for political power. Rather, it is based on on e 
j simple but frightening realization: that our cul- 
. j j ure is lethal to the ecology that it depends on and 

f <* has been so for a long time, perh apsjrom the 

^ < beginning. The validity ot the radical environ - 
menial rfitrvement rises nr falls de pendin g nn th e 
accuracy of this perception . To understand this 
’ new social force, therefore, requires doing some- 
thing we are trained to avoid — taki ng a seriou s 
look at whether our culture is compatib le with 
'the natura l world and i ts limits. If it is, then 
~7dcEcdl environmentalism is nothing more than 
a cultural quirk, a moribund after bloom of the 
sixties, hardly worth the creative misrepresenta- 
tions ip critics have devised. 

Shut if, as many scientists are now saying, 
out-global industrial society is unsustainable, 
then the words and deeds of radical environmen- 
talists today may be a window to the future state 
of the world. And to the chagrin of those who 
now control the Earth's ecology, whether that 
window shows a living green world or a waste- 
land may very likely depend on the success or 
failure of radical environmental ism. (p. 22]^ 

"The Culture of Extinction, " is a tour de 
force. Any reasonable person who reads this 
chapter must needs renounce industrial 
society. Consider this passage: 

/We must admit at least the possibility that 
dealingwith the biological meltdown will require 
policies incompatible with modem industrial 
society as we know it. Based solely on ecologic al 
necessity, these policieT night include an end to 
dll commercial logging; the restoration of large 
wilaemess areas on what is now developed land 
by removing roads, dams, and other technologi- 
cal intrusions; the reintroduction of large preda- 
tors, such as grizzly bears and wolves, into areas 
where they have been extirpated; the banning of 
all pesticides and toxic wastes; the elimination of 
the automobile, coal-fired power plants, and 
manufacturing processes using petrochemicals; 
the end of monoculture and range cattle produc- 
tion; and, most important, the reduction of the 
human population to an ecologically sustainable 
level . It may req uire a stop to the exportation of 
technology to the inird world, and the deindus- 
trialization ot the hirst. if vAlt certainty entai l 
eradtc dShgtfie relentless engine of enviro n- 
mental rlpflinpepre mul tinational corporation , 
whose sole purpose is to loot the Earth in search 


X 


~dfan annual return on its capital. The crisis may 


at its worst conceivably incite armed interven- 
tion, “ ecowars ,’ against countries like Brazil 
whose deforestation projects threaten the stabil- 
ity of the world's climate. 

Obviously, within the realm of contempo- 
rary politics, these solutions are not only unreal- 
istic, but also seemingly unintelligible. That 
hardly matters. The biological meltdown is fast 
making the logic of industrial society irrelevant. 
RecentHCMic haerSh^ Jounde rot the £ ocu dvdf<. 

’fioiogy^ ma de th is chillin g assess- 
^ merit o f the status of the Earth's biosphere: "For 
'the first~time in hundreds of milliohs~ofyears 
significant evolutionary change in most higher 
organisms is coming to a screeching halt.... 
Vertebr ate evolution may be at aneadJLSoulS is 
saying that humanity's disruption of the envi- 
ronment has been so systematic and profound 
that it has halted the same natural processes that 
nave brought everything we know into existence^ 
mcludingoyr 

Let that sink in. SouU's statement may 
rank with the findings of Copernicus and Darwin 
in marking a shift in the way we understand our 
place in the world, one of those rare historical 
moments when the observations of science break 
into and disrupt the complacency of culture and 
realign patterns of thought.... 

Not surprisingly, Christoph shows 
considerable restraint In the above list of 
necessary changes, for this is a book to move 
the masses. Were he addressing his usual 
radical audience, he'd likely have added such 
nightmares of civilization as international 
commerce (responsible for thousands of 
introductions of exotic species), computers, 
cameras, cows, internal combustion, chain- 
saws (some of these he does later add in his 
attack on the deadly Cs), and domestication 
of plants and animals. 

Christoph suggests many possible and 
alarming outcomes of the culture of extinc- 
tion as it approaches termination. One of the 
more intriguing may, however, appeal to 

some young people^ 

r A generation facing a moribund world of \ 
ecological scarcity may simply deny social secu- 
rity benefits to an older generation that plun- 
dered the Earth and left its children to pay the 
economic and ecological debts. Ecological scar- 
city may make the expropriation of the relatively 
more affluent p rior generation the social norm, i 

With any large book, a few inaccuracies 
are bound to creep in. The author here 
rectifies one that crept into Green Rage : 

To whom it may concern: 

This is to state unequivocally that in my 
book, Green Rage, I inaccurately identified 
Mr. Joel Karllnski as an employee of Percep- 
tions International. Mr. Karlinski is not and 
never has been an employee of Perceptions. 
On the contrary, he is an upstanding mem- 
ber of the environmental community. My 
apologies to Mr. Karlinski for any grief, in- 
convenience or trouble this inaccuracy has 
caused him 
Signed, 

Christopher Manes, author of Green Rage 
June 5, 1990 

To conclude, if books can move people, 
Green Rage will move multitudes. The much 
vaunted but still superficial environmental 
awakening, with the masses stirring but still 
slumbering, may be made a real awakening 
by a few books like Green Rage and the move- 
ment they describe. 

— Reviewed by John Davis. 

MEGATRENDS 2000, by John Naisbitt and 
Patricia Aburdene; William Morrow & Co, 
NY, 1990. 

If you don't like strident, cynical book 
reviews, read no further. I wouldn’t have 
read this book at all, except that I happened 
upon it at a local bookstore, and opened to 
the chapter "The Global Economic Boom of 
the 1990s." Here is what I read on page 24: 

The global boom of the 1 990s will be free of 
the limits to growth we have known in the past. ... 
There will be an abundance of natural resources 
throughout the 1990s. Everything that comes 
out of the ground will be in over-supply for the 
balance of this century and probably much 
longer. 

Since the mid-1980s there has been more 
than enough food to feed the world's population, 
hunger persists because of political and distribu- 
tion problems. And now population growth has 
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slowed almost everywhere. Furthermore, we are 
poised on the edge of another green revolution 
through biotechnology.... 

If that isn't enough to send you gasping 
for breath, it gets worse. Naisbitt and Abur- 
dene look at Just about every trend that 
would make any responsible person pale 
with horror, and fairly chortle with glee at 
the possibilities. Hold your stomach and try 
these. 

On free trade: The big, powerful overarch- 
ing megatrend is toward worldwide free trade. 

On speed: fly the Concorde and you get to 
London as quickly as Houston.... Since fashion 
can be faddish, speed is essential ... yummies, 
young upwardly mobile Marxists, imitate the 
clothes and music tastes of yuppies. 

On globalization: The Golden Arches 
have become a fixture in Belgrade and Budapest 
... In Beijing within the sight of Mao's tomb, 
Kentucky Fried Chicken operates the world's 
largest fast-food restaurant.... If a Japanese 
family needs to pick something up on the way 
home, it can stop at one of the more than 3200 
American franchised 7-11 convenience stores ... 
we are attending an international bazaar of 
unprecedented abundance. 

On biotechnology: Animals will produce 
valuable biological products for humans almost 
like factories ... With nanomachines we can 
fabricate steaks from hay just as cows do. A 
house could be built in a matter of days, atom by 
atom, in the same way an oak grows from an 
acorn. These futuristic machines possess the 
ability to remake the whole physical universe. 

Not even having touched "transgene- 
sis," "geeps," "channeling,” or the millen- 
nium vision of Margaret Thatcher, I must 
stop because I can't take much more. Obvi- 
ously I don't need to refute any of this out- 
landish cant, which makes previous pro- 
growth, pro-natalists like Julian Simon and 
Ben Wattenburg seem like models of propri- 
ety. But 1 do think it is important for us to 
realize the sort of things these books are 
saying, as they are selling quite briskly. 

There seems to be a resurgence of this 
" no limits to growth position. " which, as I 
pointed out in the February Earth First! Jour- 
nal (" WER Editor Praises Julian Simon"), has 
even infiltrated the alternative movement. 
Deep ecology philosopher Michael Zimmer- 
man says in In Context #22 we can expect to 
see a dramatic increase in "nut groups" as the 
year 2000 approaches. Naisbitt and Abur- 
dene have a Jump on the pack. 

Naisbitt and Aburdene seem to think 
the fact that "Wheel of Fortune" is the favor- 
ite TV show in France and Malaysia is further 
proof of how successful we have been. Poet 
Robert Bly, in his remarkable tape "The 
Naive Male,” speaks of Ronald Reagan as an 
"eternal adolescent, " someone who cannot 
see the larger ramifications or the "shadow 
side" to what they are doing. He suggests 
that the very process of maturity consists of 
taking responsibility for one's actions (and 
failures), and realizing that life is not one 
long string of "success stories." If we take 
Ely's criteria seriously, we see that many 
modem folk have yet to take fundamental 
steps toward becoming mature adults. 

Reviewed by Bill McCormick. 

RAINFORESTS: A Guide to Research and 
Tourist Facilities at Selected Tropical For- 
est Sites in Central and South America, by 
James L Castner, Ph.D., foreword by Dr. Peter 
H. Raven; Feline Press, POB 7219, 
Gainesville, FL 32605; $21.95 (FL residents 
add $1.32 sales tax) plus $1.50 shipping 
($2.50 Canada, 3.50 overseas) per book; 
415pp., photos, drawings, maps. 

If you plan to visit the Neotropical Rain- 
forests, this is the book to take. It describes 
the science and tourist facilities in Latin 
America, providing details on logistics, 



weather, forest types, trails, and costs. As 
well as being in indispensable reference book 
for the rainforest traveler, it includes beauti- 
ful sketches of rainforest denizens. 

Poetry Reviews 

FIRST SIGHT OF LAND, by Gary Lawless, 
foreword by Gary Snyder; Blackberry Books, 
RR 1, Box 228, Nobleboro, ME 04555; $7.50; 
available from EF! Books, $8 ppd. 

Poems by Gary Lawless have appeared 
in these pages many times, and Gary is a 
widely hailed bioregional and Earth First! 
activist. So his book does not need here the 
heaps of praise it deserves; better instead to 
share a few tidbits from it: 

When the animals come to us, 
asking for our help, 
will we know what they are saying? 
When the plants speak to us 

in their delicate, beautiful language, 
will we be able to answer them? 

When the planet herself 

sings to us in our dreams, 

will we be able to wake ourselves, and 

act? 

the good news 

Roads disappear, and the caribou wander 
through. 

The beaver gets tired of it, reaches 
through the ice, grabs 
the trapper's feet, 
pulls him down. 

Wolves come back on their own, 

circle the state house, howl at the sportswrit- 

ers, 

piss on the ATVs. 

Trees grow everywhere. 

The machines stop, 

and the air is full of birdsong. 

TIME TO ACT!, $1.50; ROADKILL, $2.50; 
both by Rabinowitz, POB 904, Concrete, WA 
98237. 

Rabinowitz, who has written often for 
EF! Journal on British Columbia forest issues, 
is offering two books of her poetry aimed to 
inspire action in defense of wildness. The 
following poem, "False Idol, " is from Time To 
Act! 

Berkeley. California. 1989 : 

The students stand watching 
as the television sets are stacked in the 
campus plaza 

A speech from on top of the stack 
and the organizers reach for axes 
and sledgehammers, 
wooden boards — anything will do. 

The police officers step between, 
guarding some of the TV sets with their bodies 
as others are smashed, 
wood splintering glass shattering, 
yells and applause from the crowd. 

The police reach for their billy clubs, 
haul people away, 
but not before they are intercepted 

by a few who block their path 
holding TV sets as high as their heads 
then releasing them 
to crash at the cops' feet, 
looking straight into the officers' 
faces 

as fingers let go. 

That evening a million people 
Are silent spectators, watching — 
perhaps those police did too — 
the eerie blue light flickering 
through all the living room windows 
for hours. 

Video Review 

REDWOOD SUMMER VIDEO 

"The best Earth First! video ever made." — 

Chris Manes 

"This is a hard-hitting. Earth First! -produced 
organizing video." — Andy Caffrey 

This professionally-edited, 20 minute 
video has a cast of characters as long as your 
arm, including John Seed, Professor David 
Suzuki, Judi Bari, Michelle Schocked, Darryl 
Chemey, Heidi Wallentine of Seeds of Peace, 
Dave Foreman, Bob Castillo (International 
Indian Treaty Council, Political Prisoner 
Coordinator), and Mokai. 

It contains aerial footage of clearcuts 
shot by Project Lighthawk; shots of Judi 
interviewed in the hospital, Judi talking to 
the loggers, Judi singing "LP" to the tune of 
"RV" by Dana Lyons; plus last year’s RRR 
action in the Jemez, the Cahto blockades, 
tree sits, and animals taking over the Califor- 
nia Board of Forestry. 

Beginning with the old-growth crisis 
and the greenhouse effect, the video then 
covers Maxxam's destruction of the forest. 
Earth First! actions in response, "the logger as 
victim," the Oakland car bombing, FBI infil- 
tration of grassroots groups, and Redwood 
Summer. 

It is a stunning, and at times chilling, 
look at what's happening to the last of 
America's ancient forests. Soundtrack fea- 
. tures songs by Judi Bari, Darryl Chemey, 
Dakota Sid Clifford, Bruce Cockbum, Mich- 
elle Shocked, and poetry by John Trudell. 

— Reviewed by Dennis Fritzinger, Bay Area 
EF! 



‘Prairie SfieCd . . . 

continued from page 30 

‘The Lesson Of A Thousand Cows 

On my final trip to complete the shield 
I encountered the white man's prairie, a 
prairie I had nearly forgotten. So far I hadn't 
been bothered, but when I reached the site I 
knew man's favorite beasts had been there. 
The circle of white stones had been broken — 
the turtle barely recognizable. Shit was at the 
center and all about me the earth was 
trampled. The air reeked with the acrid 
stench of a thousand cows. 

At first 1 was furious. They were still in 
the area and when a maverick bunch came 
over to investigate I lashed out at them with 
a mixed flurry of insults and stones until my 
arms and lungs gave out. And then I sat 
down and laughed. How could I have been 
so stupid? This was, after all, no pristine 
prairie; just a giant cow pasture. What did I 
expect? Create a piece of Earth art and if the 
Earth is filled with cattle ... 

It took an hour or so to rebuild the 
shield and by nightfall I was nearly finished, 
waiting only for the sunrise to add the ash 
and lightning rod. When morning dawned 
I was surrounded by cattle — hundreds of 
them. I leaped out of bed and took action. I 
whooped and flailed my purple windbreaker 
as I ran through the dewy morning grass. My 
retriever quickly realized what I had in mind. 
It was to be a one man — one dog, cattle 
stampede. Kona, whose main talent until 
then had been retrieving frisbees, suddenly 
became an expert cow getter. With me 
flagging my jacket and Kona barking and 
biting heels we quickly moved the stinking 
beasts across the draw, a good mile from the 
shield. 

So began a day of fasting and final 
completion of the project. I photographed 
the site and stayed up late into the night 
sitting beside the circle. I sang and beat the 
drum a bit but mostly I just thought. I 
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SERVATORIES WILD RIVE^ 


MEET OTHER ECOLOGY- 
MINDED SINGLES through 
the Concerned Singles News- 


realized that after 1 left, the cows would soon 
return and claim the shield. They would 
chew the feathers from stakes, urinate on the 
stones, trample the ash and knock down the 
prayer wheel. Nothing intentional, it would 
just be their cow way. All that would remain 
would be a lightning rod amongst a scattered 
assemblage of rocks. And, an idea. An idea 
that by setting in action a notion, a prayer; by 
honoring an ecosystemas sacred ground, the 
universe would respond with healing power. 
It was an idea as old as thought itself and I 
hoped it was true. 

To protect the shield in its finished form 
would have taken eternal vigilance, a ridicu- 
lous notion in that cow pasture. In the larger 
sense however, that is exactly what is called 
for in the protection of Turtle Island's re- 
maining wilderness and biodiversity. My 
encounter with one of the "killing C's" (cars, 
cattle and chainsaws) is a metaphor for the 
task at hand for Earth Patriots now and 
always — declare and protect sacred ground. 
This must be done eternally and with a high 
degree of vigilance for there will always be 
those who will want to take it down, grind it 
up and turn it into something else. 


nk 


he Final Metaphor 

The prairie flowers were in full bloom 
when I returned to the site a few weeks later 
with my wife and child. As we crossed the 
open grasslands I told Christine that the 
Plains Indians considered the turtle to be a 
symbol of long life and how it was customary 
for new mothers to seal their baby's umbili- 
cal cord into a beaded, turtle shaped pouch 
to insure the child's longevity. As we neared 
the hilltop, I expected to find the shield 
ravaged by cattle; after all, they were a part of 
this "art." A small part of me, though, held 
on to the notion that perhaps the shield had 
"hexed" them — that they had left it alone. 
I was wrong on both counts, for what I found 
was beyond mere cow destruction. The iron 
lightning rod, the feathered stakes and the 
prayer wheel were totally gone. I scoured the 
area finding only a few feathers and bits of 
twine. Large stones had been moved aside 
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Recycled Paper 

by MAIL 

W E MAKE BEAUTIFUL RECYCLED PAPER 

products, note cards, stationery, gift 
wrap, and many printing, copy, and 
computer papers. Compared to virgin 
paper, producing one ton of recycled pa- 
per uses half the energy and water, saves 
17 trees, results in less air and water pollu- 
tion, and saves landfill space. Send for our 
32-page color catalog today and try it. 

EARTH CARE PAPER INC. 

Box 3335, Dept. 30, Madison WI 53704 
(608) 256-5522 



ADVERTISE IN 
EARTH FIRST! 

Reach thousands of refined minds with 
your slick Madison Avenue message in 
our high-toned, sophisticated publica- 
tion. Rates are as follows: 

Half Page $300 
Quarter Page $150 
Eighth Page $80 
Column inch $10 

Columns are 2’A inches wide. There 
will be a minimum $25 extra charge 
for any ads that are not camera-ready. 
Ads that are not the proper width will 
be returned or they can be PMTed to 
fit for an additional $10 charge. Class- 
ified ads are available for 40 cents a 
word ($5 minimum). Send your ads to 
EF! POB 5871, Tucson, AZ 85703. 
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AN ORIGINAL GIFT IDEA 


GREAT FOR FUND 

SEND $9.50 FOR 1 ; 

$35 FOR 4; $75.00 FOR 10 
PLUS $3.00 (SAH) TO: 
EhMROPROOUCTS, INC. 

P.O. Box 331362 
Coconut Grove, FL 33233-1362 
(FL res. please add 6V» sales tax) 

COD Call (305) 667-9207 

CHOOSE TO REUSE 

Allow 4-e weokj dofewy Void W 


RAISING 





MAKE 

PROTECTING 

THE 

ENVIRONMENT 
YOUR JOB 


The Job Seeker specializes in environmental 
and natural resource vacancies nationwide. 
Two issues each month are tilled with current 
vacancies from Federal, state, local, private, 
and non-profit employers. A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only $19.50. Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 

Dept A. Rt 2 Box 16. Wmrem, WI 54666 


letter. Nationwide. Since 
1984. Free sample: Box 555-B, 
Stockbridge, MA 01262. 


here and there — the turtle far from recogniz- 
able, the hoop broken. 

We repaired the circle and piled all the 
stones inside it with a tall cairn in the north 
adjoining the still Intact spiral. It looked 
good in its new form and we left feeling 
strong yet bewildered about what had hap- 
pened. 

Weeks later the mystery ended in a 
letter by Jack and Nancy Methvln — the 
owners of the land who had given me per- 
mission to do my art. Someone, it seemed, 
had been watching me through binoculars 
from a for hill. There had been a few cattle 
thefts In the area and evidently he thought 
he was on to something. When he Investi- 
gated the site he figured It to be the doings of 
a satanic cult. The sheriff was called and 
together they gathered "the evidence." The 
determined duo contacted Jack and Nancy 
and proudly presented them with their find- 
ings. Despite the duo’s fervor to bust a band 
of satanic cattle thieves, the Methvins man- 
aged, at last, to convince the disappointed 
prairie detectives that It was only "eco-art." 

Sure it’s funny, but what does It say 
about our species? It was Man himself, the 
wlelderof the killing Cs who gutted the turtle 
shield. Humankind, so anxious to protect 
our beliefs, at any cost, that we kill ou r fellow 


men and women and the Earth In the proc- 
ess. The toxic nature of our ideologies 
weaves the bloody fabric of human history. 
How many have died, how much of the Earth 
has been ravished in the name of this or that 
religion, this or that ideology? It Is beyond 
reckoning and there is little real sign of 
change. We hold on to our beliefs like a 
drowning man his gold. 

Beliefs are dangerous and indeed toxic 
to the degree they separate us from the sacred 
web of nature. They have led us to a great 
forgetting — to the very edge of a fatal abyss 
of separation from the wondrous nurturing 
and sustaining being of which we are a part. 
The one grand and timely healing for all 
Earthlings and our sacred planet home is the 
remembering, finally, that we must simply 
love (protect, nurture, celebrate) First, The 
Earth! This Is not an ideology. It is common 
sense. Continuing evolution. The spark of 
life Itself. 

Daniel Dancer is working on a book about 
the role of Earth Art, ancient and modem, in 
healing ourselves and the Earth. He would like 
to hear of others doing work in a similar vein and 
on ancient sites not in the common literature. 
Write him at Steeping Beauty Ranch, Oskaloosa, 
KS 66066. 


five Ways foil Can WeCp 
Protect ‘The Prairie 


1. Move to the Flint Hills of Kansas. 
Land is cheap out here, the air clear, the 
storms beautiful, and the open space — 
healing. Buy or rent an old farm with native 
prairie, preserve it and restore more land to 
its original condition. Get a few Buffalo, 
some Elk, and stay awhile. 

2. Join the Flint Hills National Monu- 
ment Association. Your support is critical 
now as they move to convince Congress that 
there is widespread interest in preserving the 
native tallgrass prairie. No need to send 
money — your name is what they most need 
now. After you get their material, write your 
representatives regarding the establishment 
of the National Monument. Write: Flint 
Hills National Monument Association, POB 
423, Strong City, KS 66866 or phone 316- 
273-6803. 

3. Join The Nature Conservancy. Re- 
quest that your money be used to purchase 
native prairie land. 


4. Give up beef! Join the building wave 
of people who understand the Earth killing 
nature of beef addiction. This Is the first step 
to dreaming back the Bison. 

5. Write Congresspersons insisting they 
oppose all military expansion efforts, espe- 
cially into Intact tallgrass prairie ecosystems 
In the Flint Hills. Representatives are at US 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC 
20515; senators at Senate, DC 20510. 

— Daniel Dancer 

ed. note: Tell your congresspersons that 
biologists have recently found that grasslands 
have been grossly underrated as carbon dioxide 
sinks. Tell them native grasslands may be as 
important as primary rainforests in counteract- 
ing the greenhouse effect. Mention also that 
almost no Tallgrass preserves exist: The Nature 
Conservancy is obtaining land for a preserve in 
the Osage Hills of Oklahoma, but the Flint Hills 
remain unrepresented in preserve systems. — JD 
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THE THIRD TEMPLE? 

THE STORY BEHIND THE VANUNU REVELATION 


GET THE FACTS 

★ Israel’s nuclear arsenal and 
Israeli nuclear strategy 

★ Mordechai Vanunu, modern- 
day prophet: his revelation, kid- 
napping, trial and imprisonment 

★ Israel’s nuclear legacy of hi- 
jackings, deception and broken 
promises 

★ U.S. and French collusion and 
the South African connection 

k The arms build-up in the 
Middle East 


“a gripping account...” 

— Nuclear Resister 

“fast paced” 

— EF! Journal 

“scariest book I ever read...” 

— Mike Roselle 

LEARN HOW A BANKRUPT U.S. POLICY OF 
HYPOCRISY AND COVER-UPS HAS SET THE 
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DEAR NED LUDD 

DEAR NED LUDD is a regular feature in Earth First! for 
discussion of creative means of effective defense against 
the forces of industrial totalitarianism. Neither the Earth 
First! movement nor the staff of Earth First! necessarily 
encourage anyone to do any of the things discussed in 
DEAR NED LUDD. 
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Dear Ned Ludd, 

Louisiana-Pacific has agreed to not log 
the square mile of Colorado old-growth in 
Bowen Gulch. What prompted this virtually 
unheard-of event? L-P has an ironclad con- 
tract with the Forest Service, yet the corpora- 
tion is willing to go elsewhere. Was it all the 
letters to the editor? The boycott of L-P by 
the city and county of Boulder? The one-day 
Earth First! road blockade? 

Certainly these and other factors played 
a role. But the primary factor which got L-P 
to compromise is never mentioned by main- 
stream environmental groups or in the 
media. It wasn't until someone(s) turned a 
road grader at the logging site into a high- 
altitude boat anchor that L-P called and 
asked to negotiate. Nothing else worked 1 . 

Next time someone questions whether 
monkeywrenching really works, just say, 
"Bowen Gulch.” It still exists today because 
people are willing to fight for the Earth. 

— Mike Stabler 

Dear Ned: 

The other day a hand written article 
arrived in my mail. I suspect it is from an 
angry government employee. 1 assume s/he 
wanted it to go to someone like EF! It is much 
longer than needed, so here is a liberally 
edited version: 

REMEDY FOR THE COW PIE BLUES 

There is some good grazing land in the 
West and a lot of land that should never see 
a cow or sheep. Ranchers and government 
officials want to graze everything that has 
any grass at all. 

Livestock graze in some National Parks 
and National Wildlife Refuges, in Research 
Natural Areas, Wilderness Areas, Wild and 
Scenic Rivers, and in campgrounds. The 
public is urged to practice minimum impact 
camping in specially designated places that 
sometimes look and smell like feedlots. 

On most public rangeland it takes any- 
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where from 6 acres to 60 acres to provide 
forage for a cow for a month. The return to 
the federal treasury for that lease is usually 
about a dollar. [Graziers currently pay S1.8S 
per A UM — animal unit month — on BLM and 
Forest Service lands. — ed.\ Federal grazing fees 
do not cover the costs of administering the 
program. The taxpayer picks up the tab for 
most fencing, water developments, spraying 
noxious weeds, killing pests, predator con- 
trol and mitigation of livestock damage. 

But the real cost of grazing is environ- 
mental degradation. Throughout the West 
you can see where springs, seeps and wet 
meadows have dried up or are drying up. 
Streams that used to hold trout now won't 
even support carp by late summer. 

On millions of acres of Western range 
you can see that the grass plants growing 
there right now used to sit on a soil mantle a 
quarter of an inch to an inch higher than the 
ground is today. The surface of the ground is 
littered with small stones. The soil has been 
washed or blown away and the stones left 
behind. 

On most federal range 75-95% of the 
inventoried forage goes to livestock. Wildlife 
(and wild horses and burros) must make due 
with what is left. Rather than reduce live- 
stock numbers federal officials usually try to 
create more feed. Federal officials carry on a 
constant program of plowing, chaining, 
spraying and in other ways destroying exist- 
ing vegetation, frequently replacing it with 
exotic grasses. Large portions of federal 
range in the Western states have been con- 
verted to livestock forage pastures of non- 
native grasses. 

Domestic livestock grazing causes more 
environmental damage to the Earth than 
any other single activity. Here is what you 
can do to help solve the problem. 

1. Reduce your consumption of red meat. 

2. Don't buy meat that ever set foot on public 
range. Tell your grocery store owner that you 








won't buy meat at his store unless he can 
verify that it wasn't grazed on public land. 
He will think you are nuts, but after he hears 
that fine a few times he’ll start to wonder. 

3. Make noise. Send letters to the editor, your 
Congresspiersons, the federal agencies. 

4. Shoot cows and sheep. Controversy and 
publicity will help focus public attention on 
the problem, and will help protect public 
rangelands. Every cow that isn't stomping 
around and eating grass tomorrow is soil and 
grass protected. Shooting cows is like put- 
ting a brick in your toilet or turning out the 
porch light or recycling your bottles and 
cans. It is one of those little things that 
individuals can do to make the world a better 
place to live. 

You might not be a hunter. So here are 
some suggestions. A bow is a good weapon 
because it is silent. But practise is required. 
Shotguns are good because it is difficult to 
trace slugs and 00 buckshot. But I suggest a 
standard big game sporting rifle. 

Probably the best choice is a bolt action 
30-06 with a telescopic sight. Bolt actions are 
safe, durable, dependable and easy to use. 
The 30-06 has plenty of power for cow kill- 
ing. Sporting ammunition is loaded with 
different types of bullets. I recommend you 
buy 180 grain bullets in the cartridges. 

If you buy the rifle at a store, records of 
your purchase will be kept. If that concerns 
you, buy used firearms through newspaper 
advertisements or at gun trade shows. You 
will probably only want to keep any parti cu- 
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lar firearm for a relatively short time and 
then trade or sell and make a new pmrchase. 

If guns and hunting are foreign to you, 
go to the library and get some books on the 
subject. Read some of the pe>pular spwrting 
magazines. 

Hunting season is a good time to cow 
hunt because there will be many folks out 
with rifles or bows. You won't be an anom- 
aly. However, with more people out, there is 
a greater chance that you will be seen. 

A predator call and camouflage clothing 
will give you a good cover out of hunting 
season. Always have a reason for being out in 
the middle of nowhere. And always act like 
you are just going about your business. 

Shoot cattle and sheep in areas that are 
being abused by livestock. It isn't hard to 
find range abuse. There is no {joint in shoot- 
ing livestock of a rancher who is a good land 
steward. 

Don't worry about the meat going to 
waste. Coyotes, vultures, eagles, ravens and 
Other critters will be friends for life. In it's 
simplest form ecology is simply the flow of 
energy through systems. Livestock reduce 
energy in the natural system. You are just 
putting a little bit back. 

A lot of exotic fish and animals have 
been introduced into our environment to 
provide spjort. Just think of cattle as one 
more exotic game animal. They are easy to 
hunt. Hunter success should be high. A good 
animal to get your kids or spouse started on. 


Ned Ludd Books 


ECODEFENSE 


A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 
Edited by Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood 
Forward! By Edward Abbey 

Even before the FBI launched a $2 million campaign to intimidate us from 
publishing and distributing it, ECODEFENSE was the most controversial con- 
servation book ever written. Now with the accelerating destruction of wilder- 
ness, the failure of "legitimate" means to halt thedestruction, and the crackdown 
by authorities against monkeywrenching, ECODEFENSE is needed as never be- 
fore. 

ECODEFENSE features detailed, field-tested hints from experts on: 

V Decommissioning heavy equipment 

V Closing roads 

V Stopping off-road-vehicles 

V Spiking trees 

V Removing survey lines 

V Hassling overgrazers 

V Felling billboards 

V Removing traplines 

V Safety and security 

V and much more! 

HEAVILY ILLUSTRATED 
311 PAGES 
$13.50 Postpaid 


NED LUDD BOOKS PO Box 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703 



The Big Outside 


A Descriptive Inventory of the Big Wilderness Areas of the 

USA 

By Dave Foreman and Howie Wolke 

This landmark conservation book argues effectively that ecological wilderness 
is big wilderness. After 8 years of detailed research the authors have updated Bob 
Marshall’s historic 1936 Roadless Area Inventory. THE BIG OUTSIDE features: 

* Descriptions and status of every roadless area in America over 
v 100,000 acres in the West and 50,000 acres in the East 

* Historical and ecological introductions for each state or region 

* 21 maps showing large roadless areas 

* History of large roadless areas 

* Ecological importance of large roadless areas 

* The factors destroying America's roadless areas 

* Large roadless areas ranked by size 

* Large roadless areas listed by states 

* Bob Marshall's 1936 roadless area inventory 

* Bob Marshall’s 1927 roadless area inventory (never before 
published) 

* Detailed guide for further reading 

* Foreword by MICHAEL FROME 

* 470 pages 

$21 .00 Postpaid 


IMPORTANT NOTE: All orders for ECODEFENSE and THE 
BIG OUTSIDE (retail and wholesale) should be sent directly to 
NED LUDD BOOKS, POB 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703. Do not 
order from the Earth First! Journal. 
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ARMED WITH VISIONS 

CLEAR AS CUT GLASS, & JUST AS DANGEROUS 


New Mexico Wild Women Poets, guest editor, Joan Logghe - all rights reserved to the authors ' 


IT WAS TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY 

They are saying 

Peace 

be 

with You 
To one another 
at Mass 

Twenty years ago 
We said that 

At Saint Joan of Arc’s Chapel 
And believed 
We were heretics. 

I hung the sign 
That Edward made 
In my house 
In Ruidoso and La Luz: 

Peace Be With You. 

Now, my parents, 

Children of war 
Are saying 
Peace Be With You 
To strangers 
In church. 

Being nice to strangers. 

Here is the ripple effect 
I have been looking for. 

Tracy Chapman's 
Talkin’ bout a revolution 
The Beatles started 
Long ago. 

Trickle down. 

Trickle down. 

Oh, Peace Be With You, 

Trickle Down. 

Peggy O’Mara 
Santa Fe, N.M. 


WHEN THE MEN GET IT, WE’RE ALL IN LUCK 

When Rumi saw the house, he knew the Beloved lived 
there. 

Palace Ave it's not, more like 12th field to your right, 
turn south at the patch of bluebells. 

It was the Beloved’s house, and the poet gathered the men 
there. 

They complained about the dishes and the lack of facilities. 
They took care of the children and did all the cooking. 

It was a grove of men. 

They kept thinking, we should fix up this old house. 

But the poet said No! God is a radish! Get it? 

Let the house be and play with the children! 

Forget the plumbing and eat all the peaches! 

Don’t rebuild the carburetor, make wild music! 

Then eat. 

Then eat again, then sleep. 

Let's get all mixed up the poet says. 

Let’s call the yellow flowers by another name. 

Let’s make lists of fruit and hang them from the axes. 

Let’s use all the plates, then forget meal times. 

Go right to kneeling, straight to praying. 

Let’s spin like dervishes. 

Let’s throw dice for who cooks and who cleans and then 
let's cheat. 

Let's have only fun. 

Let’s let the women back, tell them we've got it, 

And it’s about radishes. 

Judyth Hill 
Santa Fe, N.M. 


AT THE MUSEUM AT THE END OF THE WORLD 

“Don’t eat the apples 
IN Los Alamos 

whatever else you do,” she said. 

Sunflowers all the way to the top 
Of the plateau. 

Volcanic eruptions 

Began to build the Jemez range 

twelve million years ago. 

Here, at the museum at the end of the world 

I push a button 

For the display of FISSION: 

“One of several things might happen to a neutron,” 
And FUSION: 

“Temporarily out of order." 

Here’s uranium glass in yellow, 

A perfume bottle from Bohemia 
The color of a strong tequila 
Those nights of starts on velvet, 

Boudoir — 

JAPS OPEN WAR 
WITH BOMBING OF HAWAII 
Yours very truly, 

Albert Einstein 
Downtown Manhattan 
With its winged horse in neon 
A Pegasus, no mirror for Medusa 
Face who turns our face to stone. 

“Whatever you do,” she said 
“don't eat the apples 
In Los Alamos, 

You never know." 

Here, on the tape 
An afterimage of fire, 

A gas mask, a leaflet in Japanese, 

Milk still in its glass bottles 

On the back porch, and 

A woman with clothes pins in her mouth. 

And two little girls 

Are running naked through the lawn sprinkler. 
Wearing my sunglasses pushed up on my head 
And carrying my moccasins in one hand 
So I look the tourist, 

Still, I take down every word 
Black words on the white page 
Like crows sitting on wires 
Against a sheet of snow. 

You never know, 

Think of Persephone 

With her juice stained teeth 

Trying to return from death, that thief. 

Think of the obvious 
Old Mama Eve 
in Paradise. 

Miriam Sagan 
Santa Fe 


MERCY 

One snake, 

as marked as any Moses, 
lay safe among the Chama rushes, 
distant from my fingers. 

One lizard, 
helpless on the tiles, 
spilled blood as thick as mine 
around my good cat's paws. 

There is much to be said 
for the Holy Spirit; 

God's hooded eyes 
and stilling heartbeat. 

There is much to be said 
about lust. 

Much to be left 
plainly 
alone. 

Phoebe Newman 
Los Alamos, N.M. 


WOMAN STEPPING OUTSIDE 

„ . 1 

Evening quiet * 

opens around her 
like a dark green fan 
enfolding her; 

damp, sweet fragrances ? 

are rising off of the junipers, and the 
wood of her cabin — 
it’s past five o'clock 

but she isn’t thinking of dinner or anything else- 
sitting on her boxes 
on the east side of the house, 
leaning her back against the tar paper, 
she smells the smoke 
from her first wood fire, 
she’s waiting for the rooster and the other 
little creatures to stop moving, 
for the feelings inside her 
to fly up 

and turn slowly in the sky 
like the half moon 
shining over mountains. 

Mary McGinnis 
Santa Fe, N.M. 


ANSWER ME THIS 

Peace isn’t a placebo. 

Haven’t we swallowed the threat of war? 

And don’t men want to make peace with women 
and aren’t women full of peace 
as they fill with babies 

and aren’t babies made of molecules of peace 
and aren’t babies fools who babble on in peace 
through guns and bombs? And wouldn’t you try 
and wage peace and didn’t your grandmother? 

And wasn’t she Hungarian, and knew too much 
of wars? 

Isn’t adobe made of mud and straw 
and isn’t my heart? And isn’t a fire made 
of wood and light, and don't walks eventually 
turn into flight and isn’t it grand the way peace 
trickles from my hands? And isn’t recycling a word 
we want to use tor pop cans and yesterday's news 
not for the element Plutonium. And isn’t Plutonium 
named after Pluto, god of the Underworld; 
that place you turn when there is no way up? 

And don’t we want to wage peace? 

And couldn't Los Alamos finally turn 
the way cottonwoods do in fall, 
to the using of sun for heat 
and ways to make fuel out of music? 

And do you want your children downwind of peace 
or downwind of preparations for war. 

And isn’t peace a reason for churches 
and don’t you want to be downwind of God 
and aren’t you already? 

I want to go on record saying 
place me downwind of peace. 

How does it feel downwind? 

No difference in the scent of lilacs, 
no change in the wind after rain. 

Don’t you really want to plant gardens 
and isn’t the economy less fragile 
than the earth and why is it money always? 

I implore the crystalline minds of science 
to turn to the joy of salvation, 
a New World Series, the Super Bowl of Peace. 

And aren’t tears carriers of peace 

and isn’t disease like war and don't you think? 

And why haven’t you become vegetarian again 
and haven’t your friends told you, “Stop Aging” 
and hasn’t war shut down all over Europe 
but not in the minds of science? 

And isn’t Central America due for something 
that sings like birds and isn’t that something 
that sings the bird call of peace? 

Joan Logghe 
Espanola, N.M. 

A statement at a public hearing on the proposed 
Special Nuclear Materials Facility at Los Alamos 
National Laboratories. 
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To make room for all the new books, we will discontinue a number of current 
titles. Please note that titles with asterisks (*) have been discontinued and will not 
be reordered when our current stock is gone. 

Please note that Ecodefense: A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching is no longer 
sold by the Earth First! Bookstore. All orders for it should be sent directly to the 
publisher, Ned Ludd Books (POB 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703). See the Ned Ludd Books 
ad in this issue for details. 

All prices listed below are postpaid. Order directly from Earth First!, POB 7, Canton, 
NY 13617. Books are sent 4th class book rate. For quicker first class mailing or UPS 
delivery please check with Nancy Z ( 602-622-1371) for additional shipping charges. 

Good reading! 

NEW BOOK 

GRIZZLY YEARS 
By Doug Peacock 

Doug was an Earth Firstler before EFJ was born. He has probably spent more time 
with grizzly bears in the wild than anyone alive, and finally got around to putting 
some of his personal experiences in print. This is the story of a bumed-out Vietnam 
vet who found new life in the presence of predators capable of eating him. It's also 
about the life of the Griz, once and future king of the wilderness. Hardcover, 288 
pages, $24. 


BACKLIST OF TITLES 

HAYDUKE LIVES! By Edward Abbey. Hardcover, 308 pages. $21. 

THE FOOLS PROGRESS "An Honest Novel" by Edward Abbey. Hardcover, 485 
pages, $22. 

THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG By Edward Abbey. Hardcover, $24. 

THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG Paperback, $6. 

THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG (German translation) Paperback, $12. 

DESERT SOLITAIRE By Edward Abbey. 255 pages, hardcover, $28. 

DESERT SOLITAIRE By Edward Abbey. Paperback, $5 

THE JOURNEY HOME "Some Words in Defense of the American West" by Edward 

Abbey. Illustrated by Jim Stiles. $101 

ONE LIFE AT A TIME, PLEASE By Edward Abbey. $9 

BEYOND THE WALL Essays from the Outside By Edward Abbey. $9. 

MODERNE MAN COMIX By Bruce von Alten. Paperback, $11.50. 

LAND OF LITTLE RAIN By Mary Austin with an introduction by Edward Abbey. $8 
A GREEN CITY PROGRAM For San Francisco Bay Area Cities & Towns By Peter 
Berg, Beryl Magilavy, and Seth Zuckerman. 70 pages, $6.50. 

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF DAVID BROWER For Earth's Sake By David Brower. 
Hardcover, nearly 600 pages, $27.50 

THE GRIZZLY IN THE SOUTHWEST Documentary of an Extinction by David E. 
Brown, with a foreword by Frank C. Craighead, Jr. Hardcover. $22. 

THE WOLF IN THE SOUTHWEST The Making of an Endangered Species David 
E. Brown, editor. $11 

•STATE OF THE WORLD 1989 By Lester Brown and Worldwatch. Index, footnotes, 
256 pages, paperback. $11.50. 

OVERSHOOT The Ecological Basis of Revolutionary Change by William R. 
Catton, Jr. Index, glossary, references, 298 pages. $12 

AGENTS OF REPRESSION The FBI's Secret War Against the Black Panther Party 
and the American Indian Movement By Ward Churchill and Jim Vander Wall. 509 
pages, index, extensively footnoted, heavily illustrated with photos, softcover. $ 1 7. 
THE HISTORY OFTHE SIERRA CLUB 1892-1970 By Michael P. Cohen. Hardcover, 
550 pages, index, footnotes. $32.50. 

THE PATHLESS WAY By Michael P. Cohen. $14.50 

HOW NATURE WORKS Regenerating Kinship with Planet Earth by Michael J. 
Cohen (a different Mike Cohen than the author of "The Pathless Way"). 263 pages. 
$12.50. 

CHANGES IN THE LAND Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New England 
By William Cronon. 241 pages, index, footnotes, bibliographic essay. $9. 
ECOLOGICAL IMPERIALISM The Biological Expansion of Europe, 900 - 1900 
by Alfred W. Crosby. Index, references, maps, illustrations, 368 pages. $13 
FROM WALDEN POND TO MUIR WOODS Alternative Ways Across America By 
Mary Dymond Davis. Softcover, 352 pages, $18. 

PRESERVING COMMUNITIES & CORRIDORS In Defense of Wildlife By 
Defenders of Wildlife. Softcover, 96 pages, $10. 

SIMPLE IN MEANS, RICH IN ENDS Practicing Deep Ecology by Bill Devall. 224 
pages, bibliography. $12.50. 

DEEP ECOLOGY Living As If Nature Mattered by Bill Devall and George Sessions. 
263 pages. $11.50 

THE ARROGANCE OF HUMANISM By David Ehrenfeld. Index, references, 286 
pages. $12.50 

THE POPULATION EXPLOSION By Paul and Anne Ehrlich. Hardcover, 320 pages, 

$ 21 . 

THE NATURAL ALIEN Humankind and Environment by Neil Evernden. $14 
TROPICAL NATURE Life and Death in the Rain Forests of Central and South 
America by Adrian Forsyth and Ken Miyata. $9 

THE AMERICAN CONSERVATION MOVEMENT John Muir and His Legacy by 
Stephen Fox. $16.50 

CLEARCUTTING: A Crime Against Nature By Edward C. Fritz. Hardcover, 1 6 pages 
of color photographs, graphics, $16.50. 


STERILE FOREST The Case Against Clearcutting by Edward C. Fritz. Special 

discounted price of $6.50 

TAME WILDERNESS By Dennis Fritzinger. $6. 

CONSCIENCE OF A CONSERVATIONIST Selected Essays By Michael Frome. 288 
pages, $27. 

•PROMISED LAND Adventures and Encounters in Wild America by Michael 
Frome. Originally priced at $18.95. Signed by Mike Frome. Hardcover. $12 as a 
special for EF!ers. 

•WHOSE WOODS THESE ARE The Story of the National Forests by Michael 
Frome. $10 

WAR AT HOME Covert Action Against U.S. Activists and What We Can Do About 
It By Brian Glick. 92 pages, paperback, footnotes, resources for help. $6. 

•FEAR AT WORK Job Blackmail, Labor and the Environment by Richard Kazis 
and Richard L. Grossman. Special discounted price of $9.50 
•SECRETS OF THE OLD GROWTH FOREST By David Kelly with photographs by 
Gary Braasch. Bibliography, 99 pages, oversized hardcover. $32. 

TH E BREAKDOWN OF NATIONS By Leopold Kohr. Foreword by Kirkpatrick Sale. 
Index, bibliography, appendices, paperback, 250 pages. $6. 

SACRED LAND SACRED SEX Rapture of the Deep by Dolores LaChapelle. One of 
the best deep ecology books. 382 pages, index, footnotes, bibliography, oversized. 
$24.50. 

EARTH WISDOM By Dolores LaChapelle. $15.50 

BEAR MAGIC A chapbook by the National Grizzly Growers. $3.50 

A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC And Sketches Here and There By Aldo Leopold. 

Hardcover, 228 pages, $17.50 

A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC Paperback, $6 

ALDO LEOPOLD His Life and Work by Curt Meine. Hardcover, $32. 
•COMPANION TO A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC Interpretive & Critical Essays 
edited by J. Baird Callicott. $14.50 

INTERVIEWS WITH ICONOCLASTS Headed Upstream By Jack Loeffler. 194 
pages, photographs, $12.50. 

GREEN RAGE Radical Environmentalism and the Unmaking of Civilization By 
Christopher Manes. Hardback, 291 pages, $21. 

QUATERNARY EXTINCTIONS A Prehistoric Revolution Edited by Paul Martin 
and Richard G. Klein. Paperback, index, footnotes, references, 892 pages. $37.50. 
FOREST PRIMEVAL The Natural History of an Ancient Forest By Chris Maser. 
Hardcover, 282 pages, $26.50 

WILDLIFE IN AMERICA By Peter Matthiessen. Heavily illustrated with color and 
black and white (including color plates by Audubon). Index, 332 pages, hardcover. 
Originally prices at $32 postpaid, now only $18! 

THE END OF NATURE by Bill McKibben. Hardcover, 226 pages, $22. 

THE HUMAN CONDITION An Ecological and Historical View By William H. 
McNeill. Hardcover, 81 pages. $10. 

PLAGUES AND PEOPLES By William H. McNeill. Paperback, 291 pages, index, 
footnotes, appendix. $8. 

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO ECOLOGY? By Stephanie Mills. $21. 

DESIGN FOR A LIVABLE PLANET How You Can Help Clean Up The 
Environment ByJohnNaar. Softcover, 338 pages, $15. 

WILDERNESS AND THE AMERICAN MIND By Roderick Nash. $13.50 

THE RIGHTS OF NATURE A History of Environmental Ethics By Roderick Nash. 

Hardcover, $29. 

ANCIENT FORESTS OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST By Elliott Norse. Paperback, 
327 pages, $22. 

•ENDANGERED RIVERS and the Conservation Movement by Tim Palmer. 40 full- 
color photographs by the author. 316 pages, index, references, appendices. $15. 

A FOREST JOURNEY The Role of Wood in the Development of Civilization By 
John Perlin. Hardcover, 445 pages, $22.00. 

•DOLPHIN LEAPING IN THE MILKY WAY By Jeff Poniewaz. $8 

CADILLAC DESERT The American West and Its Disappearing Water by Marc 

Reisner. $11 

NATIONAL PARKS The American Experience By Alfred Runte. Paperback, 335 
pages, $13.50. 

•MOUNTAINS WITHOUT HANDRAILS Reflections on the National Parks by 
Joseph L. Sax. $9.50 

•DESERTS ON THE MARCH Fourth edition by Paul B. Sears. Hardcover. $20. 
THINKING LIKE A MOUNTAIN Towards a Council of All Beings by John Seed, 
Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming and Arne Naess. Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 128 pages, 
references. $9.50 

SISTERS OF THE DREAM By Mary Sojourner. Hardcover, 363 pages, $22. 
CONSERVATION BIOLOGY An Evolutionary-Ecological Perspective edited by 
Michael E. Soul£ and Bruce A. Wilcox. 395 pages, index, bibliography. $26.50 
CONSERVATION BIOLOGY The Science of Scarcity and Diversity edited by 
Michael E. Soul6. 584 pages, index, bibliography. $29.50 
THE OLD WAYS By Gary Snyder. $5.50 

WITH JUSTICE FOR NONE Destroying an American Myth By Gerry Spence. 370 
pages, hardcover, index, references. $21. 

•THIS IS DINOSAUR Echo Park Country and Its Magic Rivers edited by Wallace 
Stegner. $10 

ZODIAC The Eco-Thriller by Neal Stephenson. Paperback, 283 pages. $9 
THE WHISPER BEHIND THE WIND By Walkin' Jim Stoltz. 44 pages. $7.50 
•RESPECT FOR NATURE A Theory of Environmental Ethics 
By Paul W. Taylor. Index, bibliography, footnotes, 329 pages. Paperback. $14. 
•WILDERNESS VISIONARIES By Jim Dale Vickery. $12. 

ON THE BRINK OF EXTINCTION Conserving the Diversity of Life by Edward C. 
Wolf. 54 pages, index. $4. 

RIVERS OF EMPIRE Water, Aridity & The Growth of The American West By 
Donald Worster. Index, footnotes, paperback. $14.50. 

•YELLOWSTONE AND THE FIRES OF CHANGE By George Wuerthner. Many color 
photographs, bibliography, maps, 64 pages, paperback, oversized. $10. 

( \ 

THE EARTH FIRST! LIT GREEN SONGBOOK 
78 terrific Earth First! songs by Johnny Sagebrush, Cecelia Ostrow, Bill 
Oliver, Greg Keeler, Walkin' Jim Stoltz and others from Australia and 
America. Guitar chords are included with most songs. A must for every 
true-green EF!er to sing along with our minstrels or to play the songs 
yourself. Dealer inquiries welcome. $6 postpaid, $4 postpaid special to 
Earth First! subscribers only! ($3 plus shipping for prepaid wholesale 
orders of 5 or more). 

L__j_ J 
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MAPS 

We are offering several fine US Geological Survey maps — all suitable for wall mounting, 
as well as being necessary reference tools for wilderness activists. Prices listed are postpaid. 
Maps are mailed folded (although they can be sent rolled for an extra $2 per order, except 
for the Wilderness System map). 

NATIONAL WILDERNESS PRESERVATION SYSTEM This full color, large map 
(40" x 25") shows all designated Wilderness Areas by agency in the US (including 
Alaska and Hawaii), plus a list of all the Wilderness Areas by state with their acreages. 
Scale is 1:5,000,000. Information is current to January 1987. Rivers, state bounda- 
ries, and major cities are also shown. $3.25. 

US POTENTIAL NATURAL VEGETATION A beautiful multi-color map showing 
106 different vegetative types in the US. This is the Kuchler Ecosystem Map the 
Forest Service used in RARE II. The reverse side shows Alaska and Hawaii and has an 
essay about the map and potential natural vegetation. A National Atlas Separate; 
scale is 1:7,500,000 (28" x 19") $3.25. 

MAJOR FOREST TYPES A multi-color map showing the 25 major forest types in the 
United States including Alaska and Hawaii. A National Atlas Separate. 1:7,500,000 
(28" x 19"). $3.25. 

FEDERAL LANDS A National Atlas Separate, 1:7,500,000 (28* x 19"), showing 
National Forests, Grasslands, Parks, Monuments, Wildlife Refuges, BLM lands, 
military, Indian Reservations, Bureau of Reclamation, etc. in different colors for all 
50 states. $3.25. 

ALASKA NATIONAL INTEREST LANDS A splendid color map of Alaska with 
shaded relief, rivers, lakes, elevation points, communities and roads. The National 
Parks, Preserves, Monuments, Wildlife Refuges, Wild & Scenic Rivers and Wilderness 
Areas designated by the December 2, 1980, Alaska National Interest Lands Conser- 
vation Act are shown, as are the Tongass and Chugach National Forests. 24" x 18". 
$3.25. 


' BOOKS ON TAPE ' 

AN EVENING WITH JOHN MUIR 

This is a recording of Lee Stetson's one-man stage play, based on the life and 
works of John Muir. In it, we join Muir in his home on the evening of Dec. 

19, 1913, as he awaits a decision by President Woodrow Wilson. Wilson 
must sign or veto the bill authorizing a dam within Yosemite National Park, 
a decision to either provide new water to San Francisco or to preserve the 
exquisite Hetch Hetchy Valley. For Muir, this is the last battle in a 25-year- 
long struggle to preserve the National Park System he helped create. Cas- 
sette, 90 minutes. $11 postpaid. 

JOHN MUIR'S STICKEEN 

Performed by Lee Stetson. This is Muir's gripping story of getting trapped on a 
glacier during a howling storm in the company of the dog, Stickeen. This "little, 
black, short-legged bunchy-bodied, toy dog," as Muir described him, "enlarged 
my life, extended its boundaries." The tale was one of Muir's most popular, and 
has lost none of its power in this recorded performance. Cassette, 38 minutes. 
$10 postpaid. 

FREEDOM AND WILDERNESS 
Edward Abbey Reads From His Work 

Two cassettes (2hrs. 52 minutes) of Edward Abbey reading selections from his 
books. Includes Come On In (The Journey Home), Fire Lookout (Abbey's Road), 
The Dead Man At Grandview Point (Desert Solitaire), Down There In The Rocks 
(Abbey's Road), Cowboys (Desert Solitaire), Watching The Birds: The Wind- 
hover (Down The River), In Defense Of The Redneck (Abbey's Road), Merry 
Christmas Pigs (Abbey's Road), Freedom And Wilderness, Wilderness And 
Freedom (The Journey Home), Planting A Tree (Down The River). Hear it from 
Cactus Ed hisself. $18.50 postpaid. 

V 



All prices postpaid. See the March 1990 issue for a complete listing of tape contents. 


Austin Lounge Lizards "Creatures From the Black Saloon" $9. 

Austin Lounge Lizards "Highway Cafe of the Damned" $9. 

Darryl Chemey "I Had To Be Bom This Century" NOT AVAILABLE. 
Darryl Chemey "They Sure Don't Make Hippies Like They Used To!" 
NOT A VAILABLE. Sorry, but we are out of both of Darryl 's tapes and don 't 
know when we'll get more. Contact him directly at address in EF! Directory. 
Lone Wolf Circles "Full Circle" $10. 

Lone Wolf Circles "Tierra Primera! - The Deep Ecology Medicine 
Shows." $10. 

Dakota Sid Clifford ". . . For The Birds" $10. 

Dakota Sid Clifford "No Mercy" $ 10. 

Kelly Cranston "For the Kalmiopsis" $9. 

Mark Graham "Natural Selections" $9. 

Greg Keeler "Songs of Fishing, Sheep and Guns in Montana" $9. 
Greg Keeler 'Talking Sweet Bye & Bye" $9. 

Greg Keeler "Bad Science Fiction" $9. 

Greg Keeler "Post-Modem Blues" $9. 

Katie Lee "Fenced!" $10. 

Katie Lee 'Ten Thousand Goddam Cattle" $14. 

Katie Lee "Love's Little Sisters" $10. 

Katie Lee "Colorado River Songs" $ 10. 

Dana Lyons "Our State is a Dumpsite" $6. 

Dana Lyons "Animal" $11. 

Mokai "Clearcut Case Of The Blues" $9. 

Bill Oliver 'Texas Oasis" $9. 

Bill Oliver & Friends "Better Things To Do" $9. 

Cecelia Ostrow "All Life Is Equal" $8.50. 

Cecelia Ostrow "Warrior of the Earth" $9. 

Rainforest Information Centre "Nightcap" $10. 

Joanne Rand "Home" $ 10. 

Joanne Rand "Choosing Sides" $10. 

John Seed, Bahloo & Friends "Earth First!" $9. 

John Seed "Deep Ecology" $10. * 

Jon Sirkis "A Few Less Colors" $9. 

JohnSirkis "The Wild West" $9. 

Susan Grace Stoltz "Circle of Friends" $ 10. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz "Spirit Is Still On The Run" $11. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz "Forever Wild" $11. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz "Listen to the Earth" $11. 

Glen Waldeck "Wreckin' Ball Waldeck" $10. 

TheWallys "Rainforest Roadshow '89" $10. 



DREAM GARDEN PRESS 



NOTECARDS FROM 
HELEN WILSON 



Wilderness and National Park Calendars from 
Dream Garden Press Available through Earth First! 

1991 Edward Abbey Western Wilderness Calendar 
Special memorial edition featuring selections 
from Abbey's books. $11 postpaid. 

1991 National Parks Engagement Calendar 

A handsome 6" by 9" engagment calendar. 
$12 postpaid. 


Buy now and beat the rush! Order directly from Earth First! Journal. 




AMERICAN WILDERNESS 
LOVE IT OR 
LEAVE IT ALONE 
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EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS 


WINDOW STICKERS 

EARTH FIRST! FIST Green EF! fist 
with the words "EARTH FIRST! No 
compromise in Defense of Mother 
Earth" in green on a 3 inch diameter 
white vinyl circle. 4 for $1 postpaid. 

NO COWS Cow and barbed wire in 
black with "universal no" red slash 
and circle. Words: Free Our Public 
Lands! Stop Destructive Welfare 
Ranching End Public Lands Livestock 
Grazing. 3 inch diameter white vinyl 
circle. 6 for $1 postpaid. 


LOVE YOUR MOTHER 

DON'T BECOME ONE. 

EARTH FIRST! POB 5871 Tucson, AZ 85703 



DON'T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK! 

EARTH FIRST! 0 POB 5871 Tucson, AZ 85703 


NEW BUMPERSTICKERS t 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

Unless otherwise indicated, our 
bumperstickers are green lettering on 
long lasting white vinyl and are $1 
postpaid. "Starred bumperstickers are 
multi-colored with designs and are 
$1.25 postpaid. 

' AMERICAN WILDERNESS * 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
(with red, white <5r blue US flag) 

ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 

BACK TO THE PLEISTOCENE 
(With 0 NedLudd 0 logo) 

BOYCOTT COORS "BEER" 

DAMN THE CORPS NOT RIVERS 



CRACKING OF 

GLEN CANYON DAMN MOVIE 

The excellent 10 minute, color-sound 16 mm movie of Earth First! cracking 
Glen Canyon Damn in 1981 starring Ed Abbey and Johnny Sagebrush. An 
inspiring and humorous introduction to the Earth First! movement. Rental 
fee of $30 for showing to groups (includes shipping fee); $5 (shipping only) 
for EF! groups. Note: rental only; not for sale. 

DAMN MOVIE VIDEO 


SILENT AGITATORS 

Fun to stick anywhere — bar bath- 
rooms, Freddie offices, trail registers . , . 
wherever the evil ones need to know 
that we are about and watching. 

EARTH FIRST! FISTS 

Green EF! fist logo with words 
"EARTH FIRST! No compromise in 
defense of Mother Earth" in red ink. 

1 5/8 inch diameter circles. 30 for 
$1.25 postpaid. 

ANTI-GRAZING 

A grazing cow and barbed wire with 
the universal "no" slash, and the 
words "Free Our Public Lands!" and 
"Stop Destructive Welfare Ranching 
End Public Lands Livestock Grazing." 

1 5/8 inch diameter circles. 30 for • 
$1.25 postpaid. 


DARWIN 

(letters in evolving fish with legs) 

DESERT RAPER 

(bright red lettering — a sticker with many uses) 

DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL! 

(black and red lettering, 12 for $5) 

DONT LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 

DREAM BACK THE BISON 

SING BACK THE SWAN 

EARTH FIRST! 

ESCHEW SURPLUSAGE 
HAYDUKE LIVES 

HUNT COWS - NOT BEARS 
HUNTERS: 

Did a cow get your elk? 

PD RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
(with Monkeywrench/War Club logo) 

IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL AS MINE, 
YOU'D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO! 
(Important note: This bumpersticker is — hopefully! — not for 
your own vehicle, but to surreptitiously paste on a jacked-up 
muscle wagon you find in the local shopping center parking 
lot Don't get caught! These stickers are constructed out of 
cheap paper with permanent adhesive to maximize the 
difficulty of removing them. Special price: 12 for SS!) 


We now have the cracking of Glen Canyon Damn for sale on video. 

$20 postpaid. 

OVERGRAZING SLIDE SHOW 

"The Eating of the West" graphically displays the devastation of Western 
public lands at the hands (and hooves) of the livestock industry. The show 
consists of over 100 high-quality slides from National Forests, National 
Wildlife Refuges, and BLM lands which portray the shocking magnitude of 
the problems caused by grazing. The slide show comes with a written script 
and is rented at cost, $ 10. Free copies of a 48-page tabloid on grazing are also 
available. Please include with your order the name and phone number of 
a contact person, and the date you need the show along with alternate dates. 
Orders must include street address for UPS delivery. "The Eating of the 
West" was funded by donations to Lynn Jacobs and the Earth First! Foun- 
dation. 


COORS 

Spread the word on these villains. 
Black words on green stickers. 2x3 
inch rectangles. 10 for $1.25 post- 
paid. 

Coors is Anti-Earth 
Coors is Anti-Women 
Coors is Anti-Labor 
AND IT TASTES AWFUL! 

BOYCOTT COORS 

"TOOLS" 

The late John Zaelit's Monkeywrench 
and Warclub design is back by 
popular demand. Brown design with 
"Earth First!" in green on 1 5/8 inch 
diameter white circles. 30 for $1.25 
postpaid. 


LOVE YOUR MOTHER - DONT BECOME ONE* 
( blue words with blue, green & white globe) 

MALTHUS WAS RIGHT 

MUIR POWER TO YOU* 

(white and black on brown with face of Muir) 

NATIVE* 

( blue words with blue, green & white globe) 

NATURE BATS LAST 

NEANDERTHAL AND PROUD 
( With "Ned Ludd 0 logo) 

OIL AND BEARS DONT MIX 
(with bear logo) 

PAY YOUR RENT 
WORK FOR THE EARTH 

PROTECT OUR ENVIRONMENT . 

STOP PUBLIC LANDS LIVESTOCK GRAZING 

REDNECKS FOR WILDERNESS 

RESCUE THE RAINFOREST 

RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 


EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

“Make checks out to "Earth First!" or send cash. Mail to Earth First!, POB 7, Canton, NY 13617. Please allow five 
weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received in that time). If possible, please use a street address so we can 
ship by UPS. First Class delivery can be arranged. Enter size, color, style, etc. We are sometimes temporarily out of 
certain items while waiting for stock to arrive. We'll send you the rest of your order immediately and the missing item 
as soon as we receive it. If you are in a hurry, give us a second choice of colors and when you need it by. Orders from 
outside of the United States must be in U.S. currency and include extra for shipping. Please use a separate subscription 
form when sending in a subscription. 


how 

many 

Trinket Description 

Color 

Size 

Amount 



















































Sub-total 

^ ame Add 7% sales tax 

if NY delivery. 

Street 7 

OKAY, HERE'S 

Citv. State Zio 



»••••» 


SAVE THE YELLOWSTONE GRIZZLY 
(red & brown with bear & no ski area design) 

SAVE THE WILD 

STOP THE FOREST SERVICE 
SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 

STOP CLEARCUTTING 

(Regular stickers for regular price. Also available on cheap, 
hard-to-remove paper, 12 for SS) 

SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 

THINK GLOBALLY — ACT LOCALLY 

VOTE GREEN 

WOLVES! - NOT COWS 


Almost FREE 
BUMPERSTICKERS! 

This bumpersticker is printed on 
cheap paper (very difficult to remove) 
and looks great on certain signs 
throughout the West. We have a 
large quantity available, and will 
happily send you some if you'll cover 
the postage. Send a 25 cent SASE for 
two stickers, 45 cent SASE for six, or 
write to inquire about larger volumes. 

PUBLIC LANDS GRAZING = 
WELFARE RANCHING 



& SNAKE OIL 



LOVE IT OR 

1 £ave it alo^ 


EARTH FIRST! 
SWEATSHIRTS 

Years of requests finally convinced us to print an EF! sweatshirt, and it 
turned out to be a beauty. It features the fist and slogan in emerald green 
on a gray 50/50 Hanes sweatshirt. $20 postpaid. 



French Cut Clearance 
Sale! 

We are closing out our stock of womens' french cut t-shirts. All french cuts 
will go for just $5 postpaid, as long as supplies last. Shirts are all 50/50 blends, 
with colors and patterns as described in t-shirt listing. We have Small in all 
designs, Medium in the Griz design only, and no Larges. Note that these shirts 
run very small (they do nicely as kids' shirts: S=L kids, M=XLkids). Please give 
an alternate selection with your order, just in case. 

MOTHER GRIZZLY AND CUB 
DEFEND THE WILDERNESS 
EARTH FIRST! 


T-SHIRTS 

Unless otherwise noted, all shirts are 100% cotton and are available in 
sizes S, M, L, and XL. Shirts with an asterisk (*) will not be reordered 
when we run out. We're making room for new designs. 

DON'T TREAD ON ME 

Monkeywrenching rattler on front with the words "Earth First!" and "Don't Tread 
On Me". Brush Wolf’s amazing full color snake seems ready to lunge off the shirt. 
In watermelon (pinkish). Also tan in small only. $13 postpaid. 

•MOTHER GRIZZLY AND CUB 

A pretty EF! shirt! A lovely full-color mother grizzly and cub against the rising sun 
on a light blue shirt. "American Wilderness - Love It Or Leave It Alone" slogan. Art 
by Susan Van Rooy. $13 postpaid. (Sorry but we have no XL, and won't be getting more.) 

AMERICAN CANYON FROG 

Roger Candee's popular American Canyon Frog (Croakus abyssus pistoffus) with the 
message "AMERICAN WILDERNESS LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE. " A very colorful 
4-color design on a grey shirt. $12 postpaid. 

•THE CRACKING OF GLEN CANYON DAMN 

Jim Stiles' infamous masterpiece. Keep on praying for that one little precision 
earthquake! Black design on blue heather 75/25 cotton/poly blend. No more size 
Large. $ 10 postpaid. 

DEFEND THE WILDERNESS 

The monkeywrencher's shirt. Art by Bill Turk. Silver design on black 100% cotton 
Beefy-T for night work. $10 postpaid. 

EARTH FIRST! 

Fist logo with words "EARTH FIRST! No Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth!” 
in black on green or red 100% cotton Beefy-T . $10 postpaid. 

In kid's sizes, too! Only color is green, 50/50 blend, sizes S and L. 

$7 postpaid for kid's shirts. Be sure to specify kid's when you order. 

TOOLS 

John Zaelit's powerful impression of wilderness defense both old and new — the 
monkeywrench and stone club crossed. $10 postpaid. Various colors & sizes: 
Blue design on silver shirt in sizes M, L, and XL. 

Black design on tan shirt in sizes S & M. 

Black design on blue shirt in size S only. 

NED LUDD BOOKS 

The Ned Ludd Books logo of the Neanderthal with a Monkeywrench (by Brush Wolf) 
and the words "Back to the Pleistocene" and "Ned Ludd Books." Black ink on a tan 
shirt. $10 postpaid. 

FREE THE EARTH 

A woman of power in an image by Gila Trout. Purple and silver ink on teal (dark 
blue) or wild orchid (purple). Also in size Small fuschia (hot pink), while they 
last. $ 12 postpaid. 

LONG-SLEEVED T-SHIRTS 

For cool-weather wear, we offer two of our t-shirt designs on long-sleeved 
100% cotton shirts, with colors and patterns described in t-shirt listing. 
♦MOTHER GRIZZLY AND CUB $16 postpaid. 

DEFEND THE WILDERNESS $13 postpaid. 


CAMOCAPS 

We have camouflage baseball caps in 
100% cotton with adjustable tabs so 
one size fits all. The EF! fist logo and the 
words “EARTH FIRST!" are printed in 
black. $8 postpaid. 

NONCAMO CAPS 

For you non-militaristic types out there, 
we have a non -camouflage cap — the 
fist and "Earth First!" in black ink on a 
tan cotton cap with a cloth back. One 
size fits all. $8 postpaid 


EMBROIDERED 
PATCHES 

EARTH FIRST! 

This embroidered patch features the 
green fist and the words "EARTH 
FIRST!" and "No Compromise." Green 
and black on a white 3" diameter round 
patch. $3.50 postpaid. 

HAYDUKE LIVES 

These are black 3 inch diameter round 
embroidered patches with a red mon- 
keywrench and the words HAYDUKE 
LIVES in red. $3.50 postpaid. 
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SUBSCRIBE TO EARTH FIRST! 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal — is an independent entity within the broad Earth First! movement 
and serves as a forum for no-compromise environmental thought and action. Subscriptions go to publish this 
newspaper and to fund a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 

Keep us informed of ADDRESS CHANGES! The Post Office will charge us 30c for an address correction and won't 
forward your paper. / 

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS — Introduce others to Earth First! and receive the EF! bumpersticker of your choice or 30 silent 
agitators for each gift subscription you make. Indicate your address and what you would like on the subscription form. 

LIFE SUBSCRIPTIONS — Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help Earth First! and insure that 
you'll get Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours, whichever is shorter)? Then become a life 
subscriber. Send us $400 and you've got it. 

Clip and send to: Earth First!, POB 7, Canton, NY 13617 

Here's $20 or more for a one year subscription to Earth First! 

Here's $20 to resubscribe to Earth First! 

Here's an extra $15. Send Earth First! First Class. 

Here's $30 (US funds only). Send Earth First! to me First Class in Canada or Mexico or surface mail outside the USA. 

Here's $45 (US funds only). Send me Earth First! Air Mail outside the USA. 

We are a government agency or exploitative corporation. Here’s $75 for a subscription ($100 for First Class mail). 

Here's $400 or more for a life subscription to Earth First!. 

Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here’s $20 or more. 

I'm broke. Please send me a subscription for $ . 

Please change my address. My old zip code was: 

Name . ~ 

Street 

City State Zip 

The EF! subscription list Is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an alias. Make sure the mailperson knows 
that James What (or whoever) is getting mail at your address. 
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IN DEFENSE OF WILDERNESS & BIODIVERSITY 


THREE DOLLARS 


Timber Sale Halted in the Shawnee! 



fohn Wallace, q Big River EF! organizer, gets his head torched by the turned himself in with a kryptonite lock around his neck that was 

freddies. Wallace wa&jyanted by authorities for allegedly trespassing attached to a logging skidder. 
on public land as part of the Shawnee National Forest protests. He 

Adirondack Vigilantes Assault EFiers 
Police Refuse to Halt Mob Violence 


by Jeff Elliott 

"Someone could have been killed!" 

A Labor Day Earth First! blockade of the 
Crane Pond Road into the Pharoah Lakes 
Wilderness Area in northern New York's 
Adirondack Park turned violent when police 
turned a blind eye to armed local anti-Park 
vigilantes. A gun-toting mob of about 100 
blockaded the IS EF! blockaders, issued vio- 
lent threats, and assaulted several of the 
peaceful protesters. 

When a hasty truce was arranged be- 
tween the mob's leader, a failed developer 
from Long Island named Donald Gerdts, and 
EF!, it seemed as though the stand-off would 
end with only minimal violence. However, 
on the way out from the blockade, we en- 
countered a TV crew. As I explained to the TV 
interviewer that EFiers are protecting the 
rights of all species, the town commissioner 
slugged me in the mouth. The TV camera 
recorded the assault, and should make prose- 
cution easy. 

Noteworthy by their absence at the 
scenes of violence were state police. Early 
Labor Day morning, a lone state policeman 
appeared, and told me an ugly mob was 
headed toward the blockade, and there could 
be violence. He then got in his cruiser, 
mumbled something about getting rein- 
forcements, and disappeared. Hours later, 
after the violence, this same guardian of the 
peace was spotted pulled off the highway, 
recording EF! license plates. So much for 
equal protection under the law. 

The irony of the encounter is that Earth 
First!, alleged to be an outlaw environmental 
group, was enforcing Park laws that the State 
is too gutless to enforce. EF! and the state po- 
lice had traded places. Here follows the grisly 
story: 

Adirondack Rendezvous 

At the Greater Adirondack Bioregion EF! 


gathering over Labor Day weekend; EF! and 
PAW decided the time had passed for the NY 
Department of Environmental Conserva- 
tion (DEC) to enforce road closures in desig- 
nated Wilderness Areas. A recent addition to 
the Pharoah Lake Wilderness mandates the 
closure of about 2.5 miles of dirt road which 
passes through a White Pine stand, then a 
mixed forest, into a "young virgin" hemlock 
stand, through a marsh, and on to Crane 
Pond. 

Anti-Park Demagogue 

Crane Pond Road has become symbolic 
ofthe dichotomy between development and 
biodiversity in the Park. The DEC closed the 
road when the land became part of the Wil- 
derness Area. Donald Gerdts, a condo devel- 
oper, has organized the neighboring hamlet 
into opposing the Wilderness designation, 
as well as the agencies responsible for it — the 
DEC and the Adirondack Park Agency (APA). 

As is common with demagogues, this 
man has duped the local people into think- 
ing that protecting the Park, through zoning 
and other regulations, will destroy it. He does 
not tell them that the type of development 
he represents will hurt the fishing and hunt- 
ing. 

The locals do not realize that the pres- 
ent socio-economic stability of the hamlet is 
a result of the area being buffered from un- 
controlled growth [by remoteness and by 
Park regulations, albeit inadequate ones], 
unlike many areas in northern New England. 
Few of the locals are oppressed, there are no 
homeless, and old people can still pay their 
taxes. 

Unfortunately, Gerdts has convinced 
these people that they too should have fast 
cars (like his), and live in fancy townhouses, 
and do anything to the land they see fit. He 
never mentions the loss of the middle class in 
overdeveloped areas and which side of 
middle these folks will end up on. He doesn't 


say how Grandma's taxes will be paid if the 
value and expenses of the town increase 
through development. 

Gerdts has fooled them into fighting his 
battle against the very concept of the Park. 
He has exploited their natural distrust of 
government, and turned this into fear and 
then hate. 

He has organized the hamlet into vigi- 
lantes ready to kill. They have reopened 
Crane Pond Road, tom down the signs, 
upgraded the road, dumped stone in a pond 
the road goes through, and removed boul- 
ders. They have demonstrated against 
Cuomo and the APA. They are now their 
own worst enemy - but more serious, they are 
now the enemy of Earth, biodiversity, and 
everyone who stands up for what they stand 
on. 

The Night Before 

The night before Labor Day, about 15 
EFiers gathered with the intent of pwblicizing 
the failure of DEC to reclose Crane Pond 
Road. We walked the road along a small 
stream with wonderful step-like waterfalls. A 
half mile from Crane Pond (and the old 
wilderness boundary) the road goes right 
through a marshy cove of a rich pond. The 
car parts floating in the water did little to 
humor us. A pick-up driver managed a "get 
the fuck off of my road" as he bounced past. 
We arrived at Crane Pond to find 31 cars 
parked, some with outboard driven boats on 
trailers. At dusk we returned to the base 
parking lot (outside the Wilderness) and 
talked with a local reporter. 

Police Give Mob the Green Light 

The morning newspaper was delivered 
in the hamlet as we hung a banner, reset a 
Wilderness sign, pitched a tent in the road, 
and stumbled about sipping coffee. The sun 
was Just sending its first rays through the 
continued on page 13 


=■ by Orin Langelle 

O 

"You folks are heroes, " said Tom Buch- 
g- ele of the Chicago law firm of Jenner and 
C Block to the EFiers who helped stop the 
» Fairview timber sale in the Shawnee National 
sr Forest of southern Illinois. EFiers have 
occupied the Shawnee since June 20, and on 
September S, the 7th U.S. Court of Appeals 
in Chicago issued an in]unction and ordered 
an immediate halt to logging pending judi- 
cial review of a lawsuit brought by environ- 
mentalists challenging the government 
sanctioned sale. The Regional Association of 
Concerned Environmentalists (RACE) filed 
the suit and EFiers blockaded the logging 
road all summer. 

The court contacted the U.S. attorney in 
East St. Louis, IL, who represents the Forest 
Service, at 9 a.m. on Sept. 5. Nonetheless, 
logging continued throughout the day as 
armed Forest Service personnel allowed ac- 
cess to loggers, while denying access to 
members of the press who were trying to 
document the illegal felling of timber. Fortu- 
nately, an EF! crew went into the sale area 
and videographed the blatant affront to 
federal law. 

The day before, 6 EFiers had been ar- 
rested for trying to stop heavy equipment 
from entering the area. John Wallace, who 
tumed31 thatdayandwas wanted in federal 
court for allegedly entering a closed area of 
the forest the week before [see other 
Shawnee article this issue], turned himself in 
to authorities with a kryptonite lock around 
his neck attached to the hand rail of a 
logging skidder. Despite pleas from EFiers to 
have an ambulance present, the FS refused 
and handcuffed Wallace, while draping a 
heat reflective fire shelter blanket around his 
head, and used an acetylene torch to remove 
him from the machinery — even while Wal- 
lace sang, "God Bless America." 

Trey Herb, an independent film pro- 
ducer who has spent most of the summer 
documenting the EF! occupation, was 'ar- 
rested on charges of obstructing justice 
while he filmed an arrest. EFiers are consid- 
ering filing charges against the FS for unnec- 
essary force and brutality while arresting 
protesters that day. Forest Service agents 
twisted a 13 year old woman's arm behind 
her. Armed FS guards from Illinois, Ohio, 
Indiana and Missouri participated, along 
with Illinois state police and J ackson County 
officers. 

On the day after the illegal timber cut- 
ting, EF!ers were notified that their base 
camp area was under federal closure and they 
were given two hours to move. EF! has since 
set up another base camp nearby, on private 
property to make sure that federal law Is 
honored by the FS and the timber industry. 
Before the closure of the base camp area, 
attorney Buchele asked the FS for all closure 
notices to be rendered to him. He was given 
a closure notice forthe sale area since August. 
When Buchele left, the FS produced a closure 


notice for the base camp area. 

"This is stupid on the government’s 
behalf," said Buchele in response to the FS 
not relinquishing the new closure order. He 
added, "That was deliberate fraud." 

But the cutting has stopped and EF! has 
maintained its non-violent stance. 
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Time To Move On 


y By Nancy Zierenberg^A 


editors note: 

At the end of this year, I will resign my 
position as editor, to pursue a life of indo- 
lence, sloth, and debauchery. Should he- 
donism prove ungratifying, however, I may 
instead endeavor to assist the efforts of the 
Biodiversity Project, without which the Flat- 
spired Three-toothed Land Snail mi g ht now 
be history, and the Glacial Erratic, without 
which the Northeastern forests might soon 
be pulp. I also may help start a new group ere 
long, to link conservation activists with 
conservation biologists and promote Big 
Wilderness. (For the record, I cast my vote 
with Paul Watson, Kris Somerville, Nancy 
Morton, Dave Foreman, Howie Wolke and 
others in this issue who warn that EF! is being 
sidetracked by anthropocentric concerns.) 

A few words about this issue are due. At 
the RRR this summer, some critics called for 
a more open policy toward letters and argu- 
mentative essays. In this issue we have 
incorporated that suggestion, and it has left 
very little space for wildlife and wilderness 
issues. 

—John Davis 


I started this letter several weeks ago. 1 
felt the need to just say "no!" then, and fight 
to keep the journal as I know it, alive and 
well. After giving it plenty of thought, think- 
ing about the amount of time and effort it 
will trike to reconstruct a new journal team 
that I would want to work with, and the 
effort to set up a whole new corporation or 
working outline, I decided that I was not up 
for it. I've put in two plus years at the journal, 
have learned much, met many new people 
on the phone or in person, enjoyed the 
experience. But it's time to move on. My 
commitment was up when Rod finished 
school anyway, at the end of this semester. 
So our whole team will call it a day come the 
New Year. 

I think a series of events has caused the 
current journal team to decide that it is time 
to pass the job on to others in the movement. 
So for, the staff has not taken the space in the 
journal, or the time at the RRR to defend our 


Renunciation 

After struggling for hours to write this 
with an upbeat tone, I realized I'm too frus- 
trated and bitter to be positive. The Earth 
First! Journal staff has always tried to make 
EF!J the best it can be. We've received much 
support for our efforts. However, recently a 
small but remarkably loud cabal has hurled 
volumes of abusive criticism at the journal 
ana at individual staff members. We, the 
staff, made a good faith effort to resolve 
things at the national RRR in Montana in 
July (see August issue, p. 2). 

The four of us approached the meeting 
ready to quit our EF! Journal jobs, and asked 
those assembled to convince us otherwise. 
We then sat through half an hour (only a 
brief portion of the full seven hour meeting) 
of painful questioning of our accountability. 

That was over two months ago. On 
September 13 we received our first corre- 
spondence from the "voluntary oversight 
committee" (see report and poem elsewhere 
in this issue). 

I have not been convinced to stay. 

The basic philosophical disagreement 
within the EF! movement (biocentrism, i.e., 
wilderness vs. anthropocentrism, i.e., social 
issues) and the latest incendiary brawl over 
content and staff of the journal have pushed 
me over the edge. I hereby renounce my 
position as business manager of EF!J and my 
standing as a member of the board of direc- 
tors for EF!J Inc., effective no later than the 
end of this year. It is time I adopt "Edward 
Abbey's Advice to Frazzled Activists": 

Do not bum yourselves out. Be as I am — 
a reluctant enthusiast ... a part-time crusader, 
a half-hearted fanatic. Save the other half of 
yourselves and your lives for pleasure and adven- 
ture. It is not enough to fight for the West; it is 
even more important to enjoy it. While you can. 

i . 


While it's still here. 

So get out there and hunt and fish and mess 
around with your friends, ramble out yonder and 
explore the forests, encounter thegrizz, climb the 
mountains, bag the peaks, run the rivers, breathe 
deep of that yet sweet and lucid air, sit quietly for 
awhile and contemplate the precious stillness, 
that lovely, mysterious and awesome space. 

Enjoy yourselves, keep your brain in your 
head and your head firmly attached to the body, 
the body active and alive, and I promise you this 
much: I promise you this one sweet victory over 
our enemies, over those desk-bound men with 
their hearts in a safe deposit box and their eyes 
hypnotized by desk calculators. I promise you 
this: You will outlive the bastards! 

— Kris Sommerville 


SCHEDULE 

The Earth First! Journal is published 8 times a 
year on 'the solstices, equinoxes, and mid- 
points: November 1, December 21 or 22 
(Winter Solstice), February 2, March 21 or 22 
(Vernal Equinox), May 1, June 21 or 22 
(Summer Solstice), August 1, and September 
21 or 22 (Autumn Equinox). Deadlines for 
articles, artwork and ads are three weeks be- 
fore the cover date. The newspaper is mailed 
Third Class on the cover date. 

The Earth First! Journal, in its current 
form, will cease publication after the 
upcoming Winter Solstice issue. The 
current staff will honor all subscrip- 
tion and merchandise obligations 
until that time. We anticipate that 
some new group will honor obliga- 
tions after that time. We apologize 
for any inconvenience this may 
cause. 


policies. This is the issue where it will all be 
expressed. Our last two issues will get back to 
the real fights and successes. 

Several months ago, we received a piece 
from Mike Roselle to be published as is, 
untouched, unedited, in full. This was the 
first thing we'd received from him in several 
years. Knowing Mike had serious gripes, we 
decided that we would honor his demands 
and print it as such. We received another 
piece from him a couple months later with 
the same demands. It was also a long piece. 
When people ask specifics about editing, we 
try to accomodate, especially when the ar- 
ticle is received well before the deadline. This 
was sent before the deadline. It was the tone 
of the demands which again struck a chord. 
I wondered how long this pattern of de- 
mands and us following them would con- 
tinue. We don't do that for anyone else. 

So I voted no to printing Roselle's sec- 
ond article- Consequently, that reject was 
followed by more-than-rude phone calls to 
Dale, John, and Kris — I'm waiting for mine. 
Those were followed by a more-than-rude 
note which was consequently xeroxed, 
along with Roselle's second article submis- 
sion, and a short note from the journal staff 
asking for comment from many long time 
EF!ers. We wanted to get some sense of it 
before the RRR. Thus, the reason for the 
journal circle there. We wanted response 
from the movement as to direction of the 
journal and the movement as a whole. For a 
brief summary of the Rendezvous meeting, 
see Fritzinger's article in the August issue. 

The journal staff made the decision not 
to fight in that circle. We were there to listen, 
not to defend ourselves or try to persuade 
anyone about anything. We wanted to hear 
what the movement had to say. Unfortu- 
nately, much of the movement couldn’t be 
there. So, to those of you who couldn’t, I 
hope you can make some sense of all within 
this issue, and I hope it will answer your 
questions as to what is going on. 

The staff, at least this one, will now put 
forward some defense, through a history of 
events and trying to answer questions. Some 
excellent ideas came out of the circle. I hope 
the next group of journal staff incorporates 
them. We heard some good constructive 
criticism, which is healthy and useful. 

However, we also heard an underlying 
tone which reflects a basic difference in 
philosophies about where the movement is 
headed and what the movement is all about. 
This, we feel, is the crux of the problem. 
Diversity is healthy until that philosophical 
diversity diffuses the effectiveness of the 
original goals. I don’t know if everyone 
really heard what Roselle’s representatives 
were trying to say, but to quote Roselle from 
a recent article in The Nation. "You'll find 
our groups are part of this more progressive 
movement toward social justice and eco- 
nomic justice as well as environmental san- 
ity." The way I read that, the first two come 
first. 

continued on page 3 
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Regrets and Relief 


Again we say, the Journal is changing. 
But this time it will be without us. 

With a mixture of regret and relief, I too 
offer my resignation, effective at year's end. 

Regret, because it's been a good run. 
We've published articles and art that were 
important, fun, and that might have never 
gotten out in other venues. We've been a 
strong and much-needed voice in the envi- 
ronmental movement. And I've had a 
chance to work with some folk, Journal staff 
and contributors, whose qualities are almost 
enough to redeem my opinion of the human 
species. 

Regret also because I do not wish to 
weaken the movement. The need for un- 
compromising activists has never been 
stronger. Thejoumal staff have provided un- 
wavering support for local groups over the 
last decade, and it's unclear who will pick up 
that role. 

Regrets, too, to our long-time subscrib- 
ers who like what we've done, and to those 
recent subscribers who spent years looking 
for a like-minded publication and finally 
found it in EF1J. I have hopes that there will 
be a new crew producing another national 
publication for the Earth First! movement 
(see notice elsewhere In this issue), and that 
it will fill some of your literary needs. In the 
■ meantime, let me suggest that back issues of 
the Journal still make great reading, and now 
\might be the best time to get them. 


Move On 


continued from page 2 

That's certainly OK, someone's got to 
do it, but I always envisioned Earth First! 
goals as maintai ning biodiversity on this 
planetjl'.H umaris UK a part ol that too, I guess) 
But everyone knows we're way beyond our\ 
carrying capacity. I just happen to feel that\ 
working on preserving the most kinds of llfeA 
forms outweighs preserving the most indi- I 


l 
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I also feel relief at the prospect of setting 
down this burden. We work hard to put out 
the best possible Journal, and the FBI added 
a substantial new strain to our lives over a 
year ago. Our personal relationships have 
suffered under the load, as have our personal 
environmental activism and our rejuvenat- 
ing trips to the wilderness. The recent up- 
surge in people who would change the focus 
of the movement and the Journal, and who 
would have the current staff do their bid- 
ding, came as one burden too many. TheyJ, 
would steal the biocentric heart of Ea: 
FiritlahaT have neither the energvnoi 
hejut.'JjyTt gh t them — Myloyalty is to the 
work, not to tKe name. Indeed, fighting with 
each other appears to be a terrible waste of 
everyone’s time and effort — we've all got j 
more important things to do. 

Me, I plan to plant some mesquite trees, 
push for Mexican Wolf recovery, and maybe 
spend a few weeks hanging out in the Sono- 
ran Desert's heart with the Flat-tailed 
Homed Lizards. 

I don't intend to renounce Earth First! 
anytime soon. Tucson EF! is doing great and 
vital work, and for the moment, there is no 
better banner to work under. Besides, these j 
are my best friends, people I respect im- 
mensely, and I feel honored by the time 
we’ve spent together on our various cam- . 
paigns. I'm in for as long as they'll have me. ; 

— Dale Turner 


I vjciualS o f a particular life form, and in som ef 
ca ses, preserving individuals works against/ 
r'l tK eforaner (as is t he case with the nu mbers ofl 


the EF! circle who generally feel the same, 
want to be around those people. We sha: 
sim ilarities of goa ls, ClpSIe sPfu 
— ’ll the goal of thi movement is not as I 
envision it, then I see myself and others 
moving to a movement which does share 
those goals, as the EF! of the early '80s did. I 
think many EF!ers work on other campaigns, 
such as recycling fighting toxic waste and 
dumps, education in schools, etc. that are 
more regarded_as sociaHssjies'. 'Tt all com 
Sects',' doesn't it? But when those issues, and 
| the reason you are fighting those fights be- 
icome human oriented; when the big picture 
i is forgotten in one's own self interest, then to I 
jme, one-isnlt fighting for Earth First! any- ' 

There are other things said to the media 
lately that I find disturbing. I'll quote now 
from a recent iss ue of the Guardian, a San 
lo paper: / 'Foreman, in many wavs 
tias been the Diggest impediment for grass- 
roots Earth First! groups, especially in build- 
ing alliances in the timber community and 
(with those working for peace and social jus- 
tice,' argues Mike Roselle. 'Foreman has 
actually retired from Earth First! and is no 
longer a spokesperson for the group,' assert- 
ing that Foreman and his colleagues in 
Tucson, AZ, where the Earth First! Journal is 
published, are becoming increasingly iso- 
lated.'. . . ‘The grass-roots groups have voiced 
disagreement with Foreman's fascistic ideas,' 
Roselle states, ‘and have actually issued a 
demand that the Earth First! Journal remove 
the Earth First! name from its masthead 
because they see the Tucson group as para- 

; tq the m"'"nrnt ” 

The Nation article echoes these unin- 
formed hollow sentiments. 

Is this how we deal with each other as 
tribal cohorts? 1 think an appropriate re- 
sponse was made by a fellow EF!er when she 
asked Roselle how much the FBI was paying 
h im. _ — - — ; — - 

false jesentKaren Pickett’s statementafNj 
the RRRthat the journal should be centered 
in an attivist .community (like SF Bay Area), 
impl ying that Tucson or Canton are n ot 
_such ! In fact, Canton folk had lust defeated 
a waste Incinerator project for the area, and 
Tucson EF! has a large core group working 
long hours on Mt. Graham, grazing, wolves, 
and other issues. I consider myself a grass- 
roots activist, along with a good number of 
Tucson EF!ers. Maybe a definition of "activ- 
ist" is in order?? There are a lot of activist 
communities back East too. And down 
South. And in the Midwest. This idea that 
California has all the activism is brandished 
by several In that particular part of the 
pignet. Many have admitted to not reading 


the journal, so how do you tell them that 
other people are doing things too? 

We at the journal have seen many 
group newsletters come out in the last sev- 
eral years. That’s excellent! Exciting! It 
shows the commitment and independence 
of the movement. There are many leaders 
and good spokespeople out there who are 
able to voice that commitment and impart 
that to the general public. We also have 
discovered that many EFlers don't subscribe 
to or read the journal at all. Some read it on 
a hit or miss basis. Judging by mail that 
comes in, most of the readership does not 
contribute to the journal. 

For all those reasons, we felt it presump- 
tuous to proclaim the journal as THE voice of 
the movement; choosing instead to pro- 
claim it a_voice of the movement. Yes, the 
folks outside the movement, and many of 
those inside feel it is THE voice. I guess that's 
why so many people have taken personal 
offense at things said in the journal by vari- 
ous authors trying to give food for thought, 
instead being interpreted as dictating some 
kind of policy. , „ „ AM 

In particular, let s talk about the old 
familiar (to some) AIDS articles. One was 
written by Dan Conner, the other by Miss 
Ann Thropy, who is NOT Dave Foreman, just 
for the record. Roselle and others have taken, 
it upon themselves to give false informatio] 
to the media by telling them that it was Davi 
who wrote that article and he’s been hearing 
about it for years after. Mike's been demand 
ing that Dave address that article he is sup] 




Redwood Summer rally and march at Fort Bragg, CA. 




posed to have written, because Mike took 
offense and interpreted the author as saying 
that AIDS was a good thing. I didn't interpret 
it that way at all. I thought the article made 
some good points, food for thought. Mike 
didn't like carrying the baggage of that ar- 
ticle as a fellow EFler. 

Let me say here that a lot of people in 
the movement perhaps do not want to carry 
Mike's baggage. 

If you take individual comments, ar- 
ticles, or columns personally, or as gospel, 
then that's your problem. The journal was 
always meant to be an open forum for ideas, 
not policy* "Same goes for Dave's review of arv\ 
article written by Abbey in another publica - ) 
tibn on the subject of immigration and woes f 
caused by too many people (famine). If 
/ Abbey's ideas offended some people, too 
bad. They sure caught somebody's attention] 
and made them do some reflecting on the 
■ subject. Even Dave has a right to his own 

^pinions, doesn't he? """"" 

-B At this point, let me say something 
./about the accusations of not representing all 
I viewpoints within the movement, our edit- 
/ ing policy. Even though we receive many 
/ letters and articles that are not specifically 
j dealing with biodiversity, if they are 
I thoughtful, make good points, and intelli- 
gible, we usually print them. I hope the 
accusers produce actual rejects for the new 
Advisory Board of all the items we are ac- 
cused of having vetoed. I'm sure that our 
judgement was not always right on all the 
time. We can all only do our best. But I feel 
that we have tried to be fair and pass on 
things that were useful or interesting to the 
readership. Repetative things were often not 
printed. We get lots of mail. 

We print almost every action article we 
get. As answered by John at the Rendezvous, 
because so many of them are sent in late, we 
have had to cut and paste to squeeze them in, 
but we've always done the very best we can to 
get them in as those articles are our priorities. 
Action articles have also been excerpted 
from other newsletters in the past. 

The minor changes we made in format 
of the journal were designed to reiterate the 
original goals of the movement, the goals 
that the four of us feel can not be conpro- 
mised. That's why we decided to air this 
internal squabble to the movement as a 
whole. You need to know what is going on. 
The future journal staff needs to hear your 
viewpoints. 

The journal office has become the de 
facto information center of the movement 
for lack of another. It's a task that grew 
exponentially with the FBI business. We do 
our best to spread out media and informa- 
tion requests. That's one reason why a good 
updated contact list is so important. This is 
an area which needs more attention. Per- 
haps it should be separated from the journal 
office. It takes up quite a bit of time, but I 
believe our information network is what 


helps keep the movement cohesive and 
strong. 

If we're a group of hijackers, as Roselle 
and followers have accused, we're sure as hell 
dedicated ones. When I signed on as mail 
clerk after Charles found a new job, I had no 
idea what I was getting into. But with only 
four of us doing the whole sheebang, and 
most local EFlers with full working sched- 
ules, we did not take time out to recruit for 
help. We have had some good volunteers 
help with our workload here and there. In 
order to get work done, we've had to limit 
traffic in the office. That Includes EFlers who 
feel that the journal office is a crash pad. The 
last time a road show came through, our 
computer was borrowed without asking, was 
consequently crashed beyond our fixing 
capabilities, the kitchen floor was flooded, 
things fumed up missing, and in short, get- 
ting the office straightened out again was a 
royal pain in the butt. 

’ Some EFlers are flakes, no two ways' 
around it. We have always supported those 
flakes as EFlers, but I will not support them in 
anypther way. Foxthose of-yau who takethis 
\ personally, if the shoe fits C , - 

So we need some new hijackers inter- 
ested in a somewhat long term and respon- 
sible commitmentL., Something to 
consider.... The mailing parties to get the 
journals labelled and mailed out to you re- 
quire a tremendous amount of planning, 
pre-party work, and dedicated volunteers 
who are always there when the job needs 
doing. Tucson EF! has been there for you for 
five years now, despite all the other activist 
things they do. We couldn't do it without 
them. 

I feel that there is a faction trying to 
dictate the direction of the journal (what we, 
the "Tucson Junta," have been accused of 
doing), and that this faction may have a 
different agenda than many EFlers visualize. 

I hope you, the movement, will keep Earth 
First! going and growing. I would like to see 
the journal continue, and reflect the move^ 
ment. That means participation by all. I’m 
still an Earth Firstlejr. I'm curious to see how 
this all turns out/ j'm disappointed, but not 
surprised, by the first and only communi que. 
we'v e seen from the new Advisory Board, as 

Pul glad tills Is the uuly BSue devoted to 
all this rot. In our last two issues, we'll be 
back to putting out a journal that we feel 
good abo ut. Let us kflow w hat you think 
aBbuTaltof this. Wellpassiton t o the B oard. 
^—-Friends, stay in- to ui^^JYe're^not^fiz? 
fling out, only movmgxm— 


11 f lib 
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A Report From the Journal Advisory Committee 


Editor's note: As reported in the last issue, this 
summer's RRR included a lengthy meeting to 
discuss the Journal. We made a commitment 
there to print a report by the Journal Advisory 
Committee which was formed there. We hereby 


fulfill that commitment. We did not commit to 
agreeing with the report, nor did we say, as 
described below, that we are now willing to do 
whatever the committee wants us to do. Obvi- 
ously. -DT 
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It seems to many people that the Jour- 
nal has been reluctant to engage in what 
some people call "healthy controversy" and 
what they call Infighting. There’s been 
barely any room for self-criticism, either of 
the Journal or the movement in general, 
within the pages of the paper. Self-criticism 
is essential to healthy growth. It’s the only 
way to keep ourselves honest. Without it 
there can be no change, and without change 
there is no movement. Everything has to fit 
into what amounts to a party line or it 
doesnfr get printed ^- 


x 




If you can relate to this poem and you’re 
still reading then great because I was trying 
to get vour attention. If you think this poem 
sucks (content, please not form) well, that 
probably means you like the Journal as it is 
and read every word anyway, so I didn ’t need 
to get your attention. But everyone, (except 
pigs and infltrators, 'cause we don’t care 
what you think), please read on. 

The I wrq a l i s going tp chan ge Do you 
believe it? Do you think it's impossible? If 
so, well, you're just a hopeless cynic. I would 
probably like you if I knew you, because I'm 
one too. And vet, here I am. a n h onest-to- 
/desj^Official Member of tne Journal 
dttee (I hope we get business cards...) 
writing an article that says "I believe the 
Journal can chan ge. *S 

In fact, the Journal staff came to the RRR 
all the way from Tucson and N.Y. just to tell 
us that they are now willing to do whatever 
we want them to. They'll quit. They’ll stay 
the same. Or they'll change. They left it up 
to us, whatever we wanted, and I believed 
they meant it. So, hear me out, okay? 

As you can imagine, not everyone felt 
the same about which direction the Journal 
should go. A few peple thought it’s great the 
way it is. A few thought it totally sucks and 
it's hopeless. Most folks seemed to think 
SOMETHING needed to be done, so we came 
up with this great idea to form a Committee 
to Fix Everything. (That's us.) Within this 
committee I feel we have a pretty representa- 
tive mix of folks. We definitely don't agree 
on some pretty basic stuff, like the feeling 
that the Journal belongs to the movement 
and every important "faction" of the move- 
ment deserves a voice. That’s why I'm trying 
so hard to get certain people's attention — 
there's a lot of important, influential activ- 
ists out there who have been ignored in the 
pages of this Journal. But I want those people 
to know this one thing; we're trying now to 
make sure that your voices are welcome here, 
from now on. ffiifs paper Is flOt trial fun 
anservatlon PTOogkts anymore , it's fnf us.l 
no are making this movement] 


J happen. I So, give it one more chance, okay .* 
I've been awarded the inglorious task of 
compiling the scattered thoughts and 
scribbled notes of everyone on this commit- 
tee. (It should be noted that almost everyone 
on this committee is already too committed 
to be on a committee, but we're trying...) As 
I said, we don’t agree on everything, but 
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there are some majority trends that I'd like to 
list now. (Actually, I'drather go foraswimin 
the river, but I'll do it anyway. I just hope 
everyone's paying attention so we get this 
bullshit worked out and get on with saving 
the planet or something.) 

Some people in this movement are so 
bored and angered by the current state of the 
Journal they refuse to even look at it any- 
more. Other people will be wondering what 
the big problem is. This most recent debate 
was sparked by the Journal staffs refusal to 
print a controversial letter written by Mike 
Roselle, and I think a majority of this com- 
mittee would like to see it printed now. It will 
help explain some of the problem. 

The root of the problem seems to be the 
question "Who does the Journal belong to?" 
Is the Journal a voice within the movement, 
or a voice of the movement? In the past, 
John Davis has suggested that anyone who 
doesn't like the Journal as it is should create 
their "own" paper, and surely that's been 
done. Nevertheless, the Journal is still 
viewed by many as the "official" voice of 
Earth First!, despite any disclaimers other- 
wise, and many of the strong people who 
have been out on the front lines making this 
movement what it is today, feel like the 
Journal does not represent their voice. I 
think most of the Journal committee could 
agree with Karen Pickett that: 

" the Journal belongs to the activists who\ 
have brought in subscribers and carried out i 
campaigns that are the excitement of the 
paper. I feel if someone wants a paper 
wherein conservation biology and book \ 
reviews take precedence over direct action 
reports, then THEY should go start over, but 
leave the hard earned foundation of this j 
paper to the movement. ’ j •. 

John Davis said himself in his article', 
about the Journal (5/1/90), "EF! has no offi- \ 
dal leaders. The leaders have been those who 
organized local groups and campaigns and ‘ 
initiated action." But then he says it's true j 
the Journal staff identifies closely with the j 
"original tribe," aka The Old Boys, or "For-4 
manistas" to some. Karen goes on to say, \ 
“ But the leaders have changed over the 
years. Some who were leaders originally are 
not active anymore and new leaders have 
emerged. It is the leaders and the grassroots 
that the Journal should reflect - not the old i 
guard. What is traditionalism to an entity J 
on the cutting edge?" 


* There needs to be more room to talk 
( philosoghyl For instance, many people feel 
'ffiat tEe wilderness can’t be saved without 
J '.faking a look at the bigger picture, the gov- 
ernment and corporate world of greed, to see I 
what’s at the root of the problem and what 
we can do about it. Many people feel that j 
lifesytle, personal choices, are integral to 
being an environmental activist. How can 
you reject cattle grazing in the forest, yet 
flaunt your beef-eating habit? Discussion of j 
anarchy, animal rights, vegetarianism, ra- 
cism, and feminism (to name a few) are felt 
by many to be vital to the health of the 
movement. But over and over these view, 
points have been squashed by the Journal 
labeled things like "juvenile” and "imma 
ture," and brushed aside as being somethin! 
beyond the limits of what the Journal can 
handle. Yet many of the (as previously 
defined) "leaders" of the movement feel that 
getting philosophy and lifestyle in order are 
the basis for the change it will take to save the 
Environment/ " * 

Another common complaint is that 
there's too many long tedious science ar- 
ticles (without enough pictures) and not 
enough focus on action. Not just action 
reports, but action critiques, encourage- 
ments, strategies and tactics. The current 
policy of the editorial staff is to edit action 
articles butnot conservation biology articles. 

There's been complaint about the tone 
of the journal, too. It's becoming too som- 
ber, gdo1icggemic,y^ rigid? Lots of folks feel 
that the journal should reflect more of the 
essence of the movement, i.e. that we're on 
the cutting edge. We should be experimen- 
tal, visionary, outrageous, blasphemous, 
humorous. We need to be able to poke fun at 
ourselves (as well as everyone else,) and we 
need to not be afraid of controversy. 

There also needs to be some considera- 
tion for new people. A livelier tone and more 
action articles would help, but maybe some 
EF! background in each issue would too? 

This list of problems goes on, but it 
starts getting a little fine tuned from here. 
We can't change everything at once, and 
these seemto be the priorities. This will be an 
ongoing process, so let’s move on to some 
solutions. 

There seems to be a unanimous concen- 
sus (perhaps the only one) among the Jour- 
nal staff and the committee that the staff is 
overworked. I guess I first noticed it when 
Kris said she'd like her hours to be cut down 
to 40 or 50 a week. Putting out a paper is no 
easy task and people working on it need to 
have time and energy to be creative or it will, 


as we know, fall into a rut. Several good 
solutions have been offered. More paid staff 
may or may not be an option. Someone 
suggested that the staff should list where all 
the journal's money goes and print it. (The 
list, not necessarily the money.) I think 
that's a good idea. 

Most everyone agrees that there needs 
to be some way, or someone, who actively 
solicits articles from folks from various bi- 
oregions, various viewpoints, people work- 
ing on exciting projects/actions, and artists. 
Can this be a paid position? It's also been 
suggested that the Journal reprint stuff from 
papers like Live Wild or Die, Currents, Wild 
Rockies Review, Act Like an Earthquake and 
other associated and local rags. 

Then, we started wondering why the 
journal doesn’t have more volunteers? 
Daniel Barron asks "Are the Journal offices 
boring? Are people encouraged to camp out 
and help at either office for a week or two 
during production periods? Are staff people 
open to having volunteers crash on their 
floor if they contribute to production? Per- 
haps the Journal would be more exciting if 
the offices were an exciting place to come 
and work." Indeed, it occurs to me that as a 
grassroots movement, many actions that 
happen have, as a base, someone's house 
with 16 people crashed on the living room 
floor, 22 people cooking dinner in the 
kitchen, 1 3 people in the backyard having an 
affinity group meeting, 4 people in the 
shower and one person yelling at everyone 
to shut up so they can talk to the media on 
the phone. Maybe our paper should be run 
a little like that, too. Oust a little . Vit has also 
been suggested that the Journal office should 
be moved back west, where more activists 
are, and where more volunteers might be 
generated' 

Anyway, here's where you come in. The 
Journal staff claims that they don't get 
enough submissions, especially in two de- 
partments: action and artwork. If you have 
some good radical stuff to send, or if you can 
get on it - do it . Even if you're one of those 
folks who's been pissed off for years, because 
the Journal would never print anything vou 
wrote - well, give it another chance. Hope- 
fully, we can arrange to have someone bug 
you (not to be species-ist) in the future, but 
until then, take some initiative. Let's liven 
up the Journal now . 

I think it should be noted that this 
committee is not at war with the staff. They 
worked to hear our gripes and our solutions, 
and we wanted to tell them. We're trying to 
open up communications. We appreciate 
their willingness to listen and change and we 
want to help. And we want to hear from you, 
too, if you have special beefs (so to speak) or 
good ideas, please let us know. 

Oh, and credit where credit is due. Dana 
Lyons had what I think is the best idea of all, 
the one suggestion that will probably save 
the EF! Journal from total co-option and 
ultimate ruin: 

Every other line in the Journal should 
rhyme. 

(I gave it my best shot, Dana) 

-G.T. 


Shitty Committee Minority Response 

By Roger Featherstone 


I don't normally think that this kind of 
response is appropriate to an article submit- 
ted by a working committee. I feel that I 
must make clear that the article as printed 
above does not represent the views of me, 
several other members of the committee and 
those whose views I represent on the com- 
mittee. 

Those points that I don't share with the 
article above are as follows: 

1) The Journal and the movement have 
been successful because we were on the cut- 
ting edge of conservation biology, wilder- 
ness art, and direct action. Cutting any of 
these would be extremely unfortunate. 

2) Anyone who seriously thinks that a 


being very unrealistic. Where has it been 
mandated that EF! cannot be business-like? 

3) I'd like to clarify a point made by John 
Davis that has been misconstrued. John said 
that he doesn't edit conservation biology 
articles as much as action articles. His rea- 
sons are that conservation biology articles 
are usually written by more experienced 
writers and are moreusually on time. I'mnot 
siding with him on this, but I do want to set 
the record straight. 

I think it is clear from very recent events 
that most of the committee's work is moot. If 
the Journal continues, it will be with a new 
staff. I feel that it is our job as a committee to 
help a new staff in a new location become 
established. What has happened in the past 
is over. It's time to learn from those mistakes 





Foreman & Morton: 


"Good luck, darlin'. It's been great." 


Dear friends 

We feel like we should be sitting at the 
bar of a seedy honky-tonk, drinking Lone 
Star, thumbing quarters in the country-west- 
ern jukebox, and writing this letter on a bar 
napkin. 

Breaking up is never easy to do, whether 
it's with a lover or an organization that's 
been the central focus of your life for a 
decade. But people and groups change over 
time, and the Earth First! movement seems 
to be changing in such a way that we don't 
feel comfortable sharing a name with it any 
longer. 

So it's time to sit down and write a "Dear 
John" letter to Earth First!. This isn't a sad 
letter, but it’s not a happy letter either. It's a 
letter that remembers the good times, but 
recognizes we and Earth First! are on separate 
trails. It's bittersweet, with fond memories 
and glad anticipations. 

From the beginning, Earth First! has 
straddled a wide slice of the environmental 
movement. It seems to us that we've had 
three major strains: monkeywrenching, bio- 
centrism and ecological wilderness preserva- 
tion/restoration, and confrontational direct 
action both legal (demonstrations) and ille- 
gal (civil disobedience). Different personali- 
ties have been attracted to Earth First! by 
each of these strains and the dynamic among 
them has contributed to the vigorously posi- 
tive impact Earth First! has had on the envi- 
ronmental movement. 

A good metaphor, we think, for Earth 
First! over the last decade is that of a general- 
ist species in a new habitat with many avail- 
able niches. (Say, a finch blown over to the 
Galapagos.) Slowly, different populations of 
that generalist sp>ecies adapt to more effec- 
tively exploit the different niches and evolve 
into separate species. Oftentimes, external 
environmental stresses push a generalist 
species toward faster differentiation into 
. separate, specifically adapted sister species. 

I This is what has happened to us in Earth 

I First!. Those given to better exploiting the 
( I different niches of monkeywrenching, direct 
|\ action, and conservation biology have been 
diverging. 

For several years we've recognized signs 



of these changes and Dave has tried to point 
them out in articles and speeches. Sensing 
an influx into our gene pool by those more 
adapted to a social and economic justice 
worldview than an ecological one, Dave of- 
fered his persp>ective on what defined the 
Earth First! species in a speech at the 1987 
Grand Canyon Rendezvous and later in an 
article for the Earth First! Journal entitled 
“Whither Earth First!?" 

However, the divergence continued 
and has been hastened by increased preda- 
tion from the FBI and others. Unless we can 
adapt to both this changed environment and 
this divergence within our gene pool we will 
become extinct as a species. 

Our personal choice for adapting is to 
declare that the Earth First! movement has 
been a success, that it has accomplished far 
more than any of us dreamed possible ten 
years ago, and then retire the name "Earth 
First!." We should then regroup under differ- 
ent names to continue the work to which we 
are individually best adapted and with those 
we are most closely related. In ecological 
terms, then, to declare our generalist species 
extinct because of evolution into separate 
sister sp>ecies that are specifically adapted to 
different niches. Of course, this is unlikely to 
happen because many remain attached to 
the Earth First! name for various reasons and 
others are loath to give up the tribal sense of 
belonging inherent to the Earth First! move- 
ment. 

So be it. 

Both of us have smoked a lot of cigars 
and downed a lot of beers trying to figure out 
what to do. But we cannot escape the fact 
that we are uneasy with much in the current 
EF! movement. We therefore have come to 
the irrevocable decision to leave. This letter 
announces that decision. We do not hence- 
forth represent what has become Earth First! 
and we are not represented by it. 

We do not wish to go into some unfor- 
tunate matters of recent rhetoric directed 
against us (Dave in particular) and the origi- 
nal ideals of Earth First! by some who would 
lead the movement to a new niche, nor 
belabor the specific trends and tendencies 
within EF! that cause us concern. And we 
wish to make it abundantly clear that for the 


most part these are honest differences be- 
tween decent people who resp>ect one an-// 
other. fy 


other. 

I — pit rsKoB? we see happening to t he Earth 

FirstPmovement what happened to the" 
Greens in West Germany — an effort to 
transform an ecological group into a Leftist 



'group. \W e also see a transformation to a 
"more overtly counterculture/anti-establish- 
ment style, and the abandonment of biocen- 
trism in favor of humanism. T 


r 


Mind you, we are not opposed to cam- 
paigns for social and economic justice. We 
are generally supportive of such causes. But 
Earth First! has from the beginning been a 
wilderness preservation group, not a class- 
struggle group. For us, we still believe in 
Earth first. We are uncompromising advo- 
cates for the process of evolution and the 
non-human world. We stand by the guide- 
lines Da ve offered in 1987 in "Whither Earth 
First! ^ -•'Moreover, we are conservationists.] 
We are not anarchists or Leftists. We are 
hlorentrists, not humanists 


i 


xpand Earth First! 


Dear EF!ers, 


of humor to be conside red leftis 


camp listening to Bob Marley, smoking a 
hooter, and writing this on the back of a 
rolling paper. But if Dave Foreman wants a 
divorce from all the hippie leftist anarchist 
humanists in Earth First!, I've got a few 
things to say. 

First of all, I’m not out to trash Dave 
Foreman. I have a lot of respect for him, both 
for introducing me and many others to the 
idea of biocentrism, and for the decentral- 
ized, non-hierarchical non-organization he 
helped set up in EF! But this divorce has been 
a long time coming, and it's based on real 
political differences. 

Dave Foreman calls himself a conserva- 
tionist, and believes that the focus of EF! 
should be limited to preserving wilderness in 
public land set-asides. I absolutely agree that 
we need to save everything we can, and I 
support all efforts to preserve or re-establish 
wilderness. But 1 don't think preserving 
wilderness in set-asides is enough. Our soci- 
ety is so destructive that any wilderness we 
preserve may be destroyed by acid rain, 
drought, or the greenhouse effect. And, as 
the earth continues to deteriorate under the 
weight of human abuse, social pressure to 
consume any unspoiled land will become so 
greatfhat we will lose it eventually. 

GThe only way to preserve wilderness 
and the only way to save our planet's life 
support system from collapse Is to find a way 
to live on the earth that doesn't destroy the 
earth. In other words, Earth First! is not just 
a conservation movement, it is also a social 
change movement. This is why EF! has 
, attracted so mmy people who live altema- 
1 five lifestyles/i lt_doesn't make sense to 
^ bemoan the destruction or natiire While 
) supporting lilt! system iliai Is destroymg it. 
Vel Liave FuigHlan piuudly c all r hlmsel fo a 
patriot, and glorifies the dominant culture of 
- t” llr CfflTJnt society-^ He says hp is a nn- 
. I compromise defender of biodiversity, yet he 
U has made the ultimate compromise of ac- 
T cepting a society that is literally based on the; 

^ destruction of the earth/ ~ 

' But in spite of the fact that many of us 
think putting the earth first involves pro- 
found social change, it is wrong for Dave to 
characterize us as "leftists" or "a class 
struggle group." For one thing, we are too 
irreverent and we have too much of a sense 


C ffie are not trying to overtnrow capitalism fo r 
I feel like 1 should be sitting around base ~ I the benefit of the proletariat. 7 fart, Lhe 


'out 

lot 

_ief< 


s ociety we envision is not sp oken to in any j 
l eftist theory I've ever heard of. Those theo- 
ries deal only witn how to redistribute the 
spoils of exploiting the earth to benefit a 
different class of humans. We need to build 
ia society that is not based on the exploitation 
lof the earth at all — a society whose goal is to 
lachieve a stable state with nature for the, 

(benefit of all species. / 

Of course we are nownere near such 
society. Butii av’ing this kind of world vie' 
does not mean we are working on social 
rather than ecological Iss ue s, or that we afe 
humanists instead of deep ecologists. It just 
helps shape ihe strategies used in ’our EF! 
organizing. Dave F oreman yroniri Hir e to 
keep the movement^mall and pure. 
profound social changgttPTl l hap[fen*with- 
outmass movements! andwe need a whole 
lot more of us to bring about even the modest 
forms needed to save the red wood sj So the 
strategy for Redwood Summer was to in- 
crease our numbers. We had 2000 people at 
the EF! rally in Ft. Bragg, and we have been 
staging constant actions all summer. We're 
not watering down the movement — we're 
spreading our radicalism by sending all those 
people home with new experience in direct 

act ion. 

V^nother cnange that goes with our 1 
world view is the prominence of women in 
EF! Ed Abbey's retrogressive view of women 
as sex objects doesn't make it here, where 
about 3/4of the EF! organizers are strongand 
competent women. And although male] 
dominance is not the only problem with our 
society or the sole reason for the destruction 
of nature, it is definitely a factor. Any change 
toward a non -exploitive culture would have 
to include a balance between masculine and 
feminine, and w e had better start with our 
own movement. J J 

lr is particularly ironic that Dave sees us 
as having strayed from EF!'s principles, be- 
cause we are the front line warriors of Earth 
First!, risking our lives out there defending 
the forest. And that is the most important 
part of our movement. We are a.direct^crion- 
gr oup, and oqr policyisset onihefrontlines, 

. not on the lecture circuit nrln the minds nf 
theoreticians. 

Nobody has all the answers, and one of 
continued on page 6 


Yes, we do believe that overpopulation 
is a fundamental problem. William Catton 
in Overshoot restates Malthus's dictum in 
ecological terms as The biotic potential of any 
species exceeds the carrying capacity of its habi- 
tat. That is exactly the case with human 
beings on this planet today. We believe that 
human overpopulation has led to overshoot- 
ing the carrying capacity of the Earth and ] j our lives although we expect the next ten to 

will result in a major ecological crash. We do Un *"*•*“- An -- 1 ' — 

not think that believing this means one is ' 


o L 


ecological wilderness identification, preser- 
vation and restoration. 

Some will ask, "Why not stay and fight 
to return Earth First! to its original ideas and 
goals? Why abandon the movement to 
those who would transform Earth First! Into 
an environmental reincarnation of the New 
Left?" We can only reply that we have never 
seen a fight for control of an organization 
achieve anything positive. We all have bet- 
ter things to do than engage in a sectarian 
donnybrook that will take us away from the 
real battle and result only in hard feelings. 
Also, as we've pointed out, we think that the 
Earth First! name and movement have out- 
lived their usefulness for us. One reason for 
that is that we no longer manipulate the 
media. The media manipulate us and estab- 
lish our style for us. It is time to regroup, 
refocus our energies, confuse our enemies, 
and do whatever we can do best to impede 
the destruction of our precious Earth. More- 
over, a number of conservationists to whom 
we are very attached and with whom we wish 
to work in the future have already left or are 
planning to leave Earth First!. Finally, we do 
not want to discourage the courageous ac- 
tions of those remaining in Earth First!. 

In closing, let us thank all of you for 
your friendship and fellowship whether you 
are In the Earth First! movement or outside of 
it. These last ten years have been the best of 


racist, fascist, imperialist, sexist or misan- 
thropic even if it is politically incorrect for 
comucopians of the Left, Right and Middle. 

So, what does our leaving Earth First! 
mean? First of all, we will not exit in a 
rancorous or angry way. We wish those who 
remain in Earth First! the best and we wish 
campaigns like Redwood Summer every 
success. We will not attack the evolving 
Earth First! organization or individuals In it. 
We will not encourage anyone to leave Earth 
First! with us. We will not tell anyone they 
have to make a choice between EF! and us. 

AVe will not claim we are right and the class- 
/ struggle Left/counterculture approach of the 
/ "new" Earth First! is wrong. We are merely 
^different and have our own separate 
strengths and roles to play. We continue to 
admire and respect many of the people and 
local groups in Earth First! and have no 
reason to criticize them. 

We will continue with the fight. Dave 
plans to begin work on thoroughly revising 
and updating Ecodefense into a Third Edi- 
tion. And, along with others who emphasize 
biocentrism, we will be starting a new or- 
ganization to work on concrete proposals for 


be even better. We do not ask anyone to 
follow us out of Earth First! nor do we plan to 
offer competition to Earth First!. There is 
considerable room in the no-compromise 
environmental movement, many niches to 
fill, and a need for many groups working 
separately and/or harmoniously in defense 
of the great dance of life. Too much diversity” 
within one group can become counterpro- 
ductive. When that occurs, energy and time 
is wasted debating contrasting styles, phi- 
losophies, worldviews, priorities and strate- 
gies. It is far better to recognize the differ- 
ences, accept that one is not right and the 
other wrong, that we're simply different, kiss 
a last time, file a no-fault divorce, and say to 
the other, "Good luck, darlin'. It's been 
great." _ 

Splitting the sheets is not pleasant but 
staying together with irreconcilable differ- 
ences is worse. 

Happy Trails 

— Dave Foreman and Nancy Morton 

POB 5141, Tucson, A Z 8S703 

PS — We are sorry that word of our plans 
leaked out in the news media before we had 
a chance to send this letter to the EF! Journal. 
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Devall: 


"Maybe the /movement is leaving me." 


I 
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Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

How can one resign or retire from a non- 
organization? I don't know. But this seems 
to be a time for true confessions. 1 feel a need 
to state my position on the divisions within 
Earth First! I hope that readers will indulge 
me by reading these comments with an open 
mind. 

My reflections are based on my experi- 
ences over the past decade with some Earth 
Firstlers. I have mixed feelings about Earth 
First! based on my experiences. 

I met Dave Foreman for the first time in 
1981. He was on his first roadshow with 
Johnny Sagebrush. I was enthused with the 
new energy he brought to the environmental 
movement. After the election of Ronald 
Reagan as President of the US, I was de- 
pressed. I liked Foreman's "no compromise" 
rhetoric, especially after seeing the unneces- 
sary compromises made by many main- 
stream environmental leaders on important 
Issues during the 1970s. 

Foreman became interested in the GO 
road controversy in northern California and 
returned to California in 1983 to help us 
forge an alliance betweqg envi ronmentalists 
lative America H<!We were determined 
to blockade construction of this road 
through sac red high country in the Siskiyou 
italns X Federal court decisions made 
bloc ka3es unnecessary. 

I have been interested in wilderness 
preservation for many years and became 
especially Interested in Foreman’s ideas on 
"big wilderness." However I have also been 
active on issues involving social justice since 
my college years. I believe that social justice 
must be based on biocentrism. Unless 
humans understand their responsibilities to 
this Earth, other issues may be rendered 
moot. 

In my opinion, the Earth First! move- 
ment during the 1980s achieved most of the 
goals stated by Its founders. EF! made main- 
stream environmental groups appear mod- 
erate. It brought new tactics to the environ- 
mental movement, including the use of 
demonstrations and formation of action 
oriented networks concerning specific is- 
sues. People working under the EF! banner 
opened new issues for the whole environ- 
mental movement. 

For example, the ancient forest issue 
would not have the popularity it has today if 
EF!ers had not begun tree-sitting and demon- 
strating in the forests of Oregon and Califor- 
nia. The campaign to "Free Our Public 
Lands" from cattle grazing originated within 
the EF! movement. This was a lonely battle 
for many years but in the summer of 1990 it 
became an issue for mainstream environ- 
mentalists. Environmentalists, hunters, 
fishers, and farmers have now formalized a 
national Public Lands Action Network. 

Earth Firstlers made the now famous 
"hamburger connection" between defores- 
tation of tropical rainforests to create pasture 
for cattle grazing and hamburgers sold in 
fast-food restaurants in the US. Out of that 
campaign came a heightened awareness of 
the social and economic reasons for rapid 
deforestation of the tropics. The interna- 
tional rainforest action networks have now 
made tropical deforestation a mainstream 
issue. 

EF!ers responded to concerns of women 
in the movement. Women, for example, 
have predominant positions as 
spokespeople for Redwood Summer. I was 
supportive of the formation of a women’s 
caucus in Earth First! Sexism was certainly an 
issue in the civil rights and anti-war move- 
ments of the 1960s. I have been most im- 
pressed by the energy and organization of 
women at Earth First! events and actions. I 


Expand EF! 

continued from page 5 




the strengths of Earth First! has always been 
our dlversity/ fieanecKs tor Wilderness ancri 
Hippy Wu-Wu’s can co-exist in Earth First!./ 
as long aj we are all fighting to save thif 
planet, / uur decentralized non-structure 
leaves room for many strategies to be fol- 
lowed at once. But if Dave Foreman or 
anyone else starts insisting on conventional- 
ity, we will lose our spark. 

I don't see Dave's leaving as a split in 
Earth First!, but rather as an evolution. We 
are not moving away from his ideas, we are 
expanding them The activities he proposes 
are not in competition with ours, and there 
is no reason for anyone to have to choose 
sides. Things are not the same as they were 
ten yean ago and Earth First! is changing too . 
But we will continue, and a year from now 
we'll still be out there kicking corporate butt. 

— Judi Bari 
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think particularly of Mickey, Barbara, 
Nancy, MB, Karen, Kris, and Judi. 

Earth Firstlers have helped to establish a 
new agenda and to state issues in new terms. 
These achievements have helped move the 
whole environmental movement from the 
stagnation it experienced during 1980s. The 
basic discussion has shifted from concerns 
over human safety and health to the broader 
issue of ecocentric vs. anthropocentric per- 
spectives. 

It should be stated clearly, however, 
that EF! never was and is not now the activist 
wing of the deep, long-range ecology move- 
ment. Some EF!ers are supporters of deep 
ecology; many are not. 

This leads to a discussion of the down- 
side of Earth First! 

Some EF!ers have used philosophical 
labels as rhetoric or hav&wtirped philosophy 
to suit their own biases.Nf or example, I have 
seen the term 'deep ecology' used in misan- 
thropic ways by some EF!ers. To me deep 
ecology helps enrich human lives. Deep 
ecology calls us to explore our wild selves. 
Deep ecology both makes a fundamental 
ecological critique of modem society and 
suggests that humans can have more fulfill- 
ing lives by giving up the role of conqueror of 
nature^ 

Asa sociologist, I have observed ageism 
and homophobia at some (certainly not all) 
EF! gatherings. Certainly Earth First! is not 
multi-cultural or multi-racial. In my opinion 
not all non-organizations or movements 
have to have a quota of all age categories, 
races, religions, and ethnic groups, or a quota 
of people from different occupations. How- 
ever, outreach to different types of people 
helps spread the message, and EF! in Califor- 
nia, in 1990, seems increasingly isolated 
from mainstream environmental groups. 
EF! gatherings more and more seem like the 
last refuge for hippies, rainbows, urban 
"punk" anarchists and full time demonstra- 
tors; 

I have become increasingly interested^ 
t both the spiritual dimensions of the envi- 
anmental crisis and the emerging science of 
(bonservation biology, ecosystem protection 
/and new ecological perspectives on nature. 

/ While introducing some ritual forms, such as 
' the Council of All Beings, and some forms of j 
meditative practice at some EF! gatherings, 
our efforts have been dismissed as "woo 
woo." 1 have been inspired by attempts of 
sorpe women to reclaim their own spiritual- 


1 

sues. I 

We know that preservation erf wilder- 
ness and native biodiversity have little 
chance of success in political arenas unless 
activists address the issues of imperialism, 
militarism, and poverty and debt in the 
Third World. However, these issues, in my 
opinion, must be addressed in the context of 
ecological wisdom. 

Clear and careful discussions of phi- 
losophy and tactics are always constructive. 
I have attended many EF! gatherings, but I 
have heard very few clear and careful discus- 
sions of philosophy and tactics. 

The structural weakness of EF!, perhaps, 
has left it open to the most disruptive tactics 
and to the antics of some of the most disrup- 
tive individuals in "the movement." Indeed 
the openness of EF! has paradoxically made 
it more closed. 

In my observations at Rendezvous and 
during Redwood Summer, I've seen a kind of 
paranoia manifest. Is this person an agent? 
Can 1 trust this person with information? Is 
this person politically "correct"? Part of this 
has resulted from political oppression by 
state agencies. We know that FBI agents 
infiltrated the movement. We know about 
harassment of some EFiers by police agen- 
cies. We know that many "dirty tricks" were 
done to some Earth Firstlers. But part of the 
problem is a result of the way some EF!ers 
relate to each other and to newcomers at EF! 
gatherings. 

Is EF! a tribe, or a group, or a movement? 
Is it a network, or a collective, or a consensus 
group? It is, we are told, non-hierarchical. 
Maybe the shifting structure of this non- 
movement is an advantage. If members 
don't know if they are members and activists 
don't know from meeting to meeting if this 
is an affinity group, a consensus group or a 
tribal gathering, then each action can be 
spontaneous and the enemies of EF! never 
know what or whom to strike. 

Yes, there are advantages to non- 
groups. On the other hand, Greenpeace, 

I which is growing faster in membership than 
any other eco-group on Earth, is extremely 
centralized in its decision-making. Green- 
peace campaigns are meticulously planned. 
Arguments are developed based on scientific 
reasoning, and direct action is targeted to 
specific goals. 

Without a clear and consistent messaged 

cand instead a diversity of messages from 
| people speaking as EF!ers, the media and 
i those who want to discredit Earth First! can 


I have the impression that some nihil- Interpret events to thei r own advantage .] 

nH onoerVilcte Vtoira mnirn > A.'i.l li ., ' uin i i n » nn 


tfts and anarchists have invaded "the move- 
ient, " whatever that is. Indeed it seems the 
ainbow coalition, anarchists, hippies, 
cofeminists, anyone who wants to be 
"where the action is, " and leftists of all varie- 
ties, including so called social ecologists, 
have infested radical environmentalism 
because radical ecology seems to be the only 
game in town in the 1990s. 

-- New energy is always welcomed in a 
movement. But the problem facing EF! 
seems to be a problem of green movements 
everywhere at this time. "Unless ecological 
wisdom is placed at the top of any political 
agenda, then all the other human issues tend 
to be addressed BEFORE environmental is- 


chism, tribal groups, labor issues and the 
revival of the IWW, and assorted other issues 
can all exist within the same non-group 
under the same label. 1 would like for them 
to co-exist, but inner logic of such a congre- 
gation seems lacking. Maybe people should 
get together at earth fairs a few times a year 
and each group or network have its own 
booth and workshops. , 

I don’t want to give up the slogan Earth ' 
First! As a slogan it has powerful appeal. As 
a name for a movement, in my opinion it has 

m 


And, it s&lm tu Hit!, UlU dominant image of 
Earth First! for several years has been "tree' 
’’ spiking ecbferrorisls. 7 ' AsHDave Foreman 
pointed out, EF! lost control of its own media 

image several years ago. — 

/ It lost control of its image because, in 1 
/part, the messages have been mixed. "Some 
/ Earth Firstlers may tree spike, but I never tree 
/ spike." "Some people are misanthropic but 
I not EFiers as a group." Statements such as 
I these seem clear to people in the movement 
but are easily manipulated byefi'ernles Ofthe 
movement. 

I'm not Sure that "ecodefense," nonvio- 
1 lent direct action, development of intellec- 
\ tual theories of "big wilderness, " urban anar- 



2000+ Redwood Summer protesters jam Main Street in Ft. Bragg, CA, separated from 1000+ 
timber supporters (top right) by some ofthe 425 police on hand. 


It is difficult if not impossible in the 
short term to change the "tree spiking" 
image of Earth First! During Redwood Sum- 
mer the message put out by many Earth 
Firstlers was "we are straight" — no drugs, no 
booze, no sex, no rock n'roll, no tree spiking, 
no nude swimming. But the "new" image 
didn't work. Seeing EF 'e™ nn tho / 

news, the iisnaT re sponse by non-activist s V 
U YgTUust bu nch of hinnies." \ 

In summary, when EFiers began taking 
themselves too seriously and began being 
taken too seriously by the mainstream me- 
dia, the movement lost a vital element — 
playfulness. It seems during the serious 
1990s, drugs, sex, rock n' roll, and tree spik- 
ing are the four great sins. Perhaps Earth 
First! gatherings of the 1990s will be like 
Mormon church picnics — serve only fruit 
punch, quote only politically correct testa- 
ments. 

However, there are other possibilities. 

After one action at property of a major 
timber corporation in Humboldt County, a 
timber company president said, "OUTRA- 
GEOUS." 

Maybe that is the role of Earth First! in 
the 1990s — to be outrageous. Get back to 
just having ftm and making fun of the Forest 
Service, the corporations and the middle 
class. Become like AIDS activists in ACT-UP. 
Become the ACT-UP of the environmental 
movement. 

Maybe EF! will become an outrageous 
women's eco warrior group. Many women in 
the movement seem to have the energy, 
power, dedication and compassion that is 
needed in the 1990s. Women who care 
about the Earth and about deep human 
exploration of wild self may change the 
macho dominated society into a caring soci- 
ety. 

So what is the bottom fine? Am I an \ 
Earth Firstier or not? Probably not. In my I 
heart 1 love the Earth too much to be an EF!er . \ 
1 don't say that with any condescending 
intent toward the many EFiers who do love 
the Earth. I say it as a person who seems to 
be going through a personal transformation. 

I don't know if any of us can do much to save 
the Earth. I don't have muc h fa ith that 
humans wilfmake what I consider necessary 
changes. I don't have much hope that they 
rfanr riPerhaps we can love, respect and sit i 
with the Earth during the end of an era of ^ 
destruction caused by some humans. 

( Perhaps 1 am too old to be an EF!er. 
Perhaps I am too concerned with the spiri- 
tual and intellectual crisis on this planet to be 
an EF!er. Perhaps I am too interested in 
protecting bioregions, native biodiversity, 
and ancient forests to be an EF!er. I want to 
educate bureaucrats and politicians. I want 
to encouragesdepth analysis of our existen- 
tial dilemmas^ 

Maybe it comes down to image. Since I 
developed alopecia, I look "weird," as one 
EF!er told me during Redwood Summer. 
Many males at EF! gatherings sprout long, 
curly hair. "Weird" looking males don't fit 
in. 

AlaytaeT’m tuu i vnrch like Ed Abbey to be 
an EF!er in the 1990s. Ed said many times, be 
a part time fanatic and full time wilderness 
lover. I like to take river trips or go backpack- 
ing. Many EF!ers seem to live for the next 
"action," seem to get an adrenaline high 
from cat and mouse in the woods. That's 
great. We need that kind of "action." But 
there are other kinds of action which are 
equally important —- act io n to ch a nge out 
inner pollution, action to find rightliveli| 

1 ■hnnei. act ion that uar v imvoer calls the " real 
vwork." " ~ 1 

But to me the actionisiiot the point. j| / 
The more I train with teachers such as John W 
Seed andjoanna Macy, the more I sense thatr'* 1 
I need much mere-iraer transformation/ 
before lean speak for the Earth: / 

Maybe I'm not leaving the Earth First! 
movement. Maybe the movement is leaving 
me. 

Even if I am not an Earth Firstier, I wills 
always put the Earth first. I will support I 
vanguard Earth first groups and movements/] 
if they put ecosophy at the top of theii 
agenda. 

I hope we continue as friends and conf 
tinue the real work together. 

— Bill Devall 



Wolke: 


FOCUS on wilderness 


Whither Earth First! - 
Take Three! 


There is a lot of turmoil within the 
movement these days and I've been spend- 
ing time in wilderness thinking about Earth 
First!. Where are we going? Has the move- 
ment run its course? 

Ten years ago a movement began. A 
movement that was to avoid the pitfalls that 
environmental groups before had suc- 
cumbed to. A movement that was focused 
on wilderness because the need was dire and 
no one else was taking a no-compromise 
stand. That movement surpassed anyone's 
dreams of success, but that success has cre- 
ated new problems and those problems have 
changed the movement forever. 

A few victories brought numbers. 
Numbers brought attention. Attention 
brought diverse opinion, which brought 
media, more numbers, more diversity.... 
Folks came on board with other agendas. 
They came from a school of thought aligned 
with the left. A school that believes wilder- 
ness is only a part of a larger social picture. 
They want to work with large coalitions of 
social and progressive groups. {Coalition \ 
/building, by necessity, leads to compromise, \ 
- - ’-‘-’h the "old guard" (those who shaped . 
novement) oppose! ' 

I call the new folk the "new guard". 
They call themselves the new voice of the 
environmental movement and if we are to 
believe what they say, we are a social Issues 
outfit. 

CNow, largely because of this trend to- 
ward compromise with social groups. we are 
r £PPPl pl ~l t" wilderness advnratps The press 
manipulates us as easHyas we once manipu- 
lated them. Discussion within the move- 
ment focuses on lifestyle and politics. The 
public sees only the "new" side of the move- 
ment. 

We should have built in a sunset clause. 
Any group changes; that is life. We are at a 
trail junction. Do we head to town, or back to 
the wilderness? 

I'll side with wilderness, with the bears,, 

I always have, always will. Jn ’ow the move- 
ment only gets in my wa v. It's time for us as 
individuals and as groups to make a decision. 
Wilderness, or the city? Once we focused on 
how to save wilderness. Now, new voices are 
asking "how do we make other groups like 

us?" 

"Branding a movement with any polffP] 

o-l 
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'"kinder, gentler" Earth First!. We've given!' 
I up monkeywrenching. I have. The Feds 
1 1 would love to pin Palo Verde on my ass and' 

. 1 1 don’t do anything illegal any more (or 
(hardly anything)! 

Nevertheless, it's awfully satisfying to 
make things go “bump in the night" and I'd 
sure hate to discourage anyone from doing 
what is right. I'd never give up a non-violent 
tactic of last resort. I don't believe the Earth 
. First! movement as a whole would either. 
Folks respect someone with the balls to take 
matters into their own hands and a willing- 
ness to accept the consequences, jf t he ne w 
Earth First! can 't handle monkeywrencBlng, 
count me ou trTd'SOOtiei* boot Silt the whole 
Hock of iioeral wimps then ask anyone to 
give up their wrench. 

For many, this debate is new, or mean- 
ingless. New guard, old guard, what differ- 
ence does it make? In the past, none. Now 
it makes a great deal of difference. The line 
between "new guard" and "old guard" is not 
clearcut. Even in northern California some 
people are fed up with the social issues 
agenda put out by Judi, Darryl, and Mike. 
Nonetheless, the old giiatri and new guard 
t lhave different prioritise "' ThenTd guard be- 
/yi ieves the planet can ofity De nealed by 
/ [ motner earth herself and is only possible if 


Dear Friends and Cohorts, 

It is with great hesitation that I add this 
letter to the confusing mass of excrement 
polluting this issue of the Earth First! Journal. 
For the record, I do so only after expending 
considerable energy in attempts to reconcile 
differences among individuals who seem to 
represent various factions within Earth First! 

It has always been my feeling that airing this 
kind of infighting in a publication read by 
many who are not involved in the infighting 
is counterproductive and detracts from the 
value of the publication. I still feel that way, 
and again, I add this to the excrement heap 
only after being informed that this issue of 
the Journal is dedicated to excrement. Here 
are some of my thoughts. 

• Aside from this issue, the Earth First! 
Journal is the most important, informative, 
and thought-provoking publication in the 
history of the ' conservation movement. 
Good job! The new (and temporary) advi- 
sory commit tee, c onsisting only of a few 
folks'Wfld happened to be at the RRR on a 
particular day , is illegitimate. I encourage 
the Journal staff to carry on its superb publi- 
cation. 

• I’m genuinely confused as to why 
some Earth First! activists have attacked 
Dave Foreman with vitriolic verbal abuse 
that should instead be directed toward envi- 
ronmental villains. Shit, Dave's not perfect 
and neither is anybody else. 1 really think a 
lot of this is due to the emergence in EF! of 
some people who lack even the most basic 
communication skills. 

• Mike Roselle has been my friend for 15 m I 
years, but his recent attacks on the Journal 


has been characterized by so much bullshit 
namecalling and accusations. In retrospect, 
my main concern is that all stay involved. 

That is, that we all remain committed activ- 
ists for no-compromise planetary defense, 
even if we choose to do so under other 
banners outside Earth First! The label mat- 
ters much less than does the commitment to 
act. , 

• In its first 10 years, EF! has re-shaped 

the entire wildland debate, saved some , fS 
wondrous places that otherwise would have 
slipped through the cracks of a weak envi- 
ronmental movement, introduced brave 
new tactics that won 't go away, and involved 
many in the fight who would otherwise have 
remained frustrated by the moderate main- 
stream groups and silent in the face of a true 
holocaust. I think at this point Earth First! is 
much like an amoeba. That is, new no- 
compromise groups are about to split off 
from the original cell, and that's fine. It'll no 
doubt confuse the opposition and in the 
long run, will mean stronger resistance to 
ecological disaster. Whatever the future of 
the entity Earth First!, I wish it well. 

• A word about the FBI: Fuck 'em! Their ) 
thinking is so linear, so locked into a hierar- 
chical mindset (i.e. "Foreman is the head 
honcho, if we nail Foreman we nail Earth 
First!") that they have no concept of the true 
scope of no-compromise environmentalism, 
their considerable efforts to thwart no-com- 
promise activists will fail simply because 
there are so many who are sodifferent. As the 
amoeba becomes amoebas, resistance will 
spread. As the spectrum of no-compromise ^ 
groups expands, the mentally limited cretins 
of the Injustice Department will, no doubt, 


i\ 


( enough genetic diversity is preserved in la rge 
wilderness areas. T his requires saving ti/Fta t 


cal philosophy is limiting. Earth First! ap- 
pealed to me because we avoided being pi- | 
geon-holed as. left or right. Unfortunately, ] 
this is no l oageiA sxass.- - ._■/ 


Sw me any governmental "ism” and 
I'll show you destruction of wilderness., The 
old ideas, which seem to appeal to the new 
voices in Earth First!, are bankrupt. We need 
new ideas and new solutions to old prob- 
lems, and discussions about dialectics won't 
cut it. 

In 1976, I worked with an environ- 
mental - social change outfit in the Midwest. 
We toyed with all the ‘isms. I called myself 
a socialist then, briefly. I was instrumental in 
creating the Twin Cities, anti-nuclear move- 
ment. We were almost all lefties then. It got 
in our way! We spent more time discussing, 
back-biting, in-fighting and feuding than we 
did getting anything else done (kind of like 
Redwood Summer). I remember a four hour 
meeting to discuss one sentence in a state- , 
ment of purpose (kind of like the Journal 
bitch-session at the RRR). We got things 
done, but mainly by reaching out beyond 
our circle. It finally broke my spirit and L- 
retired. I don't have time for that now; if 
didn't work in the seventies and Won't work 
now. 

"Man, if you haven't been arrested, you 
aren't shit!" That seems to be the message 
coming from the "new guard". That's not 
my way of life! After the tree sitters and 
bulldozer stoppers are hauled off, there had 
better be folks who have the vision to go 
beyond the grove and save the whole ecosys- 
tem. Direct action has always been just a 
method of slowing down the machine until 
it can be stopped by other means, not an end 
in itself. We have forgotten that! \ 

^ I read in Outside Magazine that we are a ) 


S mains, restoring more, and cutting the 
im an population . The new guard believes 
^Trumans will be responsible for straight-i 
eningout the mess, and that we must start by 
acting as socially responsible citizens ancj-1 
then worry about the other creatures — the v 
"only by healing ourselves can we heal oth- 1 
i ers” school of thought. The new guard worksj 
l in coalitions with labor, social and p rogres-l 
Isive groups./ ~ 

It is time for all Earth Firstlers to decide 
where they sit. I've made my decision. This 
fall's Green Fire Wilderness Revival will be 
my last tour under the banner of Earth First! 
It's time to move along to greener fields. 
Earth First! has been my life for a long time. 
It's hard to give up. But my work is the fight 
for biodiversity and the EF! New Guard has 
other priorities. They call me out of touch; 
they say that Foreman gets in the way of their 
"grassroots organizing". I've got news for the 
New Guard: their image of Earth First! is 
getting in the way of my organizing the 
grassroots. 

Don’t get me wrong, no hard feelings 
here. The New Guard is welcome to the 
movement. I hope they accomplish their 
goals. But those are not my goals. So, I'll 
move along happily. "Stand and fight!", 1 
said last year, "stand and fight for our move- 
ment”. We (the old guard) would have won, 
but at what price victory? No, better to move 
along. 

What will I do? The same thing I've 
done for years; environmental conservation 
is in my blood. But I've also been thinking a 
lot about chickens and a garden lately. If I 
hurry after fall tour, I can make it back north 
for the tail-end of pheasant season. I'll spend 
more time in wilderness. There are many 
options. 

(JL feel a certain responsibility for the 
groups I've helped start in the last few years. 
Lisa, in Illinois, with your little group, where 
do you stand in all this? Hal in Iowa? 
Asheville, will you be Rescue Rangers, or 
Earth First! or something else entirely ?, Ifa 
you guys, far from California and th<newl 
gge, y no'WIll deaflg Whe re tflp mnvnWLn r- 
■end’Supl The "old guard " isleaving; the "new 
guard" has a new point of view. Do you st and 
with the bears, or in the city? “J ’ 

Writing this column lias not been easy. 

I’d rather not leave the movement. It's 
possible that if enough feel the new guard 
doesn't represent the movement, Earth First! 
will come back to a more promising course. 
But, if not, I'll work with anyone who still 
puts Earth First!. Groups and ideals are both 
secondary to the work we need to be doing. 
I'll still be in touch with most of you. I'll be 
a lot more in touch with wilderness itself. 

— Roger Featherstone 


to us e it- You've got a lot to offer. 

/''••At one level, the unraveling of Earth < 

' First! collusiveness rallies down to this: self- < 
proclaimed anarchist and cause-loving types* 
versus those of us who view most causes, j 
lifestyle debates and other extraneous issues I 
as annoying baggage that detractsjrom our 1 

1 nn Wildland 
don't know if the rift is one of style or 
substance. I do know that those of us with a 
long history in the conservation movement 
are often at odds with some who have a 
background in various social change move- 
ments. In 16 years of wildland activijm-l'vg 
learned that to be effective, yoy 'ToCU ^ 
That's not to say that I oppose EFlacflvists 
being involved with other causes, outside 
the realm of EF! But let’s learn some toler- 
ance, folks. Leaving other causes at home 
(baggage) allows us to tolerate varying beliefs 
on'-non-wildland/ejiyironmental issues. 
Including other causes within tKe EF! realm 
creates various "litmus tests" for EF! activists 
and detracts from our numbers and from our 
-ihilitiT tn nmn natii^j rjjyprtiry I Darryl] 


staff and on Dave have sunk to the lowest l|U| fail miserably in their quest to defend the 
level of inane gutter-dwelling verbiage I’ve | rights of corporate and bureaucratic thugs, 
known in my entire experience of wildland fli In the words of Doug Peacock, I piss on you 
activism. Get a grip, Mike! You have a real /I] all, from a considerable height, 
talent in communicating when you choose^ • Am I still in EF!? I honestly don't 

know. Much will depend upon its direction 
in the coming months. If EF! really is a 
movement, not an organization, then 
there's nothing to resign from or belong to, 
anyway. I do know that I will no longer 
participate in the bullshitand that at least for 
now, my activism will be as an individual, 
not as an Earth Firstler. If I feel that I can help 
create a new organization to fill an empty 
niche in the no-compromise wildland move- 
ment, and if I feel that such a move will help 
me to more effectively promote big wilder- 
ness, then I will do so. I'm learning that there 
are growing numbers of focused no-comp re- 
mise wildland activists, and these are the 
folks I look forward to working with in the 
future. 

• I've said it before, and I'll say it once 
more. National Rendezvous are no longer 
effective. Go regional only. National Ren- 
dezvous are perfect forums for agent provo- 
cateurs, infiltrators, social gathering rain- 
bow types, anarchy first types and activists 
looking for a cause, any cause. That crap 
turns me off. 

• Wilderness is the real world and its 
importance dwarfs all human demons, real 
and imagined. 

• 1 support and will continue to support 
all non-violent (toward humans and other 
life) actions in defense of wildness and natu- 
ral diversity. This includes monkeywrench- 
ing and civil disobedience. I also support a 
drastic reduction in human population 
(preferably through a birth rate solution) and 
I oppose any policy that contributes to 
human overpopulation because human 
overpopulation is the basic cause of plane- 
tary demise. I also support the continued 
utilization of more traditional tactics such as 
letter writing, lobbying, lawsuits, etc. But I 
will continue to oppose compromise and 
wildland sell-outs such as the recent "Lolo 
Accord" in Montana. 

• Finally, I'm tired of being sidetracked 
by eco-feminism, sanctuary, anarchy, woo- 
woo, coalition building, bleeding heart 
humanists against misanthropy, sexist ani- 
mal lovers for gay rights, and all of the other 
egotistical fodder for human chauvinistic 
cause-lovers. Nonetheless, this will be my 
final plea for FOCUS in the Earth First! 
movement. I'm tired of hearing myself. 
You're probably tired of hearing me, too. So 
canyon. It'll be interesting to see where it all 
goes from here. 

— Howie Wolke 




C Chemey, for instance, is publicly suggesting] 
that EF! de-emphasize wilderness ancf 
broaden to include a wide array of socia| 
issues. That kind of thinking is a dangerou 
impediment to effective wildland activism. 1 
hope that those who remain in Earth First!] 
have the wisdom to squelch such unfocused 

self-defeating garbage. j 

• I also think that part of the problem is' 
ignorance. That is, some young EF! activists 
view science with mistrust. I suggest that 
they leam a bit about Conservation Biology. 


It’s exciting that some of the world's top 
scientific minds are now advocating Earth 
First! type wilderness proposals, based on 
Conservation Biology's relatively recent 
findings. It 's also very effective to use this.. 
Information] Some basic scientific knowl- 


-etige to complement our gut-level emotional 
rage (valid as hell, too) leads one to conclude 
that all other issues will soon be irrelevant if 
we don't reverse the destruction of the bio- 
sphere. 

• A number of my friends have sug- 
gested that Wolke, Foreman and others 
launch a counterattack to "re-take" Earth 
First! Why don't we? Simple. Because 
despite some differences within the move- 
ment, there are still many in EF! who are 
doing important work. Although I cannot 
work with some, I don't want to impede 
anybody's effort on behalf of the Earth. Nor 
do I want any in EF! to impede my efforts. In 
a long protracted fight for EF!, all would lose. 
And to the extent that energy woylijdptrart 
from the real fight, land-raping^cunyvould 
prosper. Better to walk away ana canyon the - 
real fight. 

I would be less than honest, however, if 
I were to claim that I'm not disturbed by 
recent events. I am. I understand that 
entities evolve and that part of EF! has 
evolved into something a bit different than 
what I had originally envisioned. Such is life. 





To spike or not to spike? 

That is the question this summer — 
what with Redwood Summer denouncing 
the tactic and Earth Firstlers seemingly at one 
another's throats over the issue. 

The whole goddamn issue needs to be 
debated in the pages of the Journal. The last A 
edition seemed to gloss over the announce-/' V 
ment by the compromisers of Northern Cali- 
fornia Earth First! as if it was a decision of 
little significance. In fact it was a decision of 
great significance, one that threatens the 
A foundation of E arth First! strategy . 

T Bui flr sTT~some "background. I have 


some back 

never gone public on this before but I am \ 
now. I was the person who first thought up 
the tactic of tree-spiking and as such I feel 
obligated to defend this child of my imagina- 
tion. 


As achild I witnessed my father break a 
chainsaw on a horseshoe that had been 
nailed to a tree a century before and became 
over time internal armour protecting the 
heart of the elderly and noble being. I was 
delighted. 

In the mid-sixties 1 snlkeds ome trees to 
protect them from developers in my neigh- 
borhood. It was not successful. The trees 
were cut down, but with the small satisfac- 
tion of two broken saw chains. 

T hen lnft98%tt he Grouse Mountain Ski 
Resort in' NortH Vancouver, British Colum- 
bia, Canada announced that they were sell- 
ing the timber rights to the south slope of 
Grouse Mountain. The decision meant that 
loggers would bald-face the mountain over- 
looking the city of Vancouver. 

The public was outraged. Despite ef- 
forts by the North Vancouver City Council, 
petitions from school children, and appeals 
from prominent citizens, the resort would 
not relent. 

I organized a small cadre of concerned . 
eco-activists and we formed the North Van- 
couver Garden and Arbor Club. We started /’ 
out early on a Sunday morning, each armed v 
with a hammer and backpack filled with > 
metal spikes. The six of us spiked some 2000 - 

trees, and pulled out every survey stake we 
could find. We posted warning signs stating 
that the entire condemned lot had been 
randomly spiked. We then drove into Van- 
couver and dropped off press releases to the 
media. 

The next day, the shit hit the fan. The 
Vancouver Sun and the Vancouver Province 
both ran front page stories. We followed up 
with interviews on TV stations wearing 
masks — all of us identified as spokesperson 
Wally Cedarleaf. 

Within a day, the sawmills stated flatly 


at they would not buy logs from the spiked \ 
lot. The deal was off. Grouse Mountain I 
Resort people were furious. We were de- / 
nounced as terrorists and criminals by those/ 
we ’thought were our allies — The North j 
Vancouver City Council, Greenpeace and 
assorted other eco-bureaucrats. We didn't! 
give a damn — the trees were saved, Grouse \ 
Mountain would remain intact. The tactic] 

worked. 

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
(RCMP) investigated the case and their 
sleuthing led them to our doorsteps where 
we were questioned but not charged. The 
logging interests quickly realized that any 
publicity over such a simple tactic would do 
them more harm than any benefit they 
would derive from prosecuting us. Not only 
was it a tactic that worked, it was tactic we 

could get away with. 

or to the spiking I had consulted an 
•borist. I asked him how to spike a tree 
ithout harming the tree. I then made 
'inquiries of the logging industry while pre- 
tending to be an insurance investigator. I 
asked if chainsaws had safety mechanisms 
that would prevent the chain from breaking 
and striking the operator. I was assured that 
such an accident could not happen, for all 
the chainsaws used had chain guards to 
prevent a broken chain from whipping back 
into the face of the logger. I was also told that 
the sawmills required safety shields between 
the mill saws and the operators. 

I also asked, "Is it possible fora logger or 
a sawmill worker to be injured if the saw 
should strike a metallic object imbedded in a 
log?" The answer from three different indus- 
try spokespeople was a definite "No." The 
companies I questioned were MacMillan 
Bloedel, Crown Zellerbach and Weldwood 



A Redwood Summer protester in Eureka, CA, proudly displays his anthropocentric motivation while 
talking with a logger. 


Lumber 


! I 


Therefore I concluded that it was a per- 
fect tactic- -It would no.t hurt the tree. It 
would not hurt the logger. It was simple. 
Materials were easy to obtain. It was not 
illegal. It could not even be defined as 
damaging property, since trees — being liv- 
ing sentient creatures — are nor human prop- 
erty. Recognition of trees as property is 
anthropocentric. ~— 

A few months after the spiking of 
Grouse Mountain, I ran into Mike Roselle in 
a Greenpeace hang-out in San Francisco. 
Another Garden Club member and I told 
Mike about the incident and the tactic. He 
was thrilled with the idea and, because of 
Mike, many others became involved. 

Thus it was with both pride and satisfac- 
tion that I relished the reports of tree-spiking 
from California, Oregon, Washington, 
Alaska... Reports came from the Bahamas 
and Sweden 6r spiking (IpfratiOfiS tfi5t'<t5Ved 




I Native Indians spiked trees on Meares 1 
Island in British Columbia. Tree-spiking was j 
becoming epidemic. For the first time, the 
logging industry found themselves on the I 
defensive. ” 

The industry reacted with propaganda 
about the dangers of tree-spiking to humans, 
conveniently forgetting that only a few years 
ago, they had informed me in my guise as an 
insurance investigator that an injury was 
impossible. Industry money was used to 
lobby politicians into passing laws to make 
tree-spiking illegal. The industry began to 
spend large sums on security and investiga- 
tion. But the forests are vast and detection is 
difficult and after years of effort, all the ne 
laws and money have not paid off with a| 
conviction of a single tree-spiker. 

Tree-spiking also keeps the issues of old- 
growth and clearcutting in the news. It is 
controversial and as such generates discus- 
sion in the media and amongst the public. 
With the tactic of tree-spiking, forest defend- 
ers could keep the industry and their lackey 
workers on the defensive. 

Tree-spiking as a tactic has been con- 
tinually stimulated by the imaginations of 
many eco-defenders. The additions of ce- 
ramic spikes, augers and twist nails have all 
benefited the original tactic and thus the 
trees. 


SEQUOIA SAYONARA 


byJ.P. Bernhard 


Free Man Flat, Sequoia National Forest, 7/ 
29/90: Warm here at 7000 feet. Arrived early 
yesterday evening. Probably 500 EFiers and 
others camped about. No fires allowed. 
Upon entering you're very pleasantly in- 
formed of all sorts of rules including no 
alcoholtoday. Somethingto ruminate about 
as I sip my wine. 

Last night was an example of what EF! 
has grown into. First a lousy acoustical duo, 
then a really fine electrical San Francisco 
country-rock group with a loud generator 
that seemed to unplug itself three times to 
the increasing approval of listeners — espe- 
cially a few dozen folks squatted on a rockbed 
above the machine — who liked the silence 
so much that one or two of them sneaked 
downhill to accelerate the unplugging. 

“ A crescendoing war of words ensued 
and a giant earth balloon would be rolled 
uphill only to be kicked back down. Itwasn't 
very entertaining — especially to one used to 
campfires where anarchy meant harmony. 
Puerility ruled last night and this morning 
the organizers spent several hours, which 
could have been devoted to the upcoming 
serious event, discussing the pros and cons of 
generators. The balloon owner requested a 
security squad. 

7/30, 10 AM, Free Man Flat. With all but 
about fifty of us participating in various 
actions, some of the small animals reclaim 
their territory. The caravans departed at the 
crack of dawn. I would like to be with them 
but I can't afford another bust at this time — 
especially in Tulare County. I doubt if much 
has changed since the farm worker strike 
days. 

Within Earth First!, however, things are 
changing hot and heavy, among the North- 
ern California folks anyway. God knows that 
they — who've been laying their asses on the 
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dangerous line daily — deserved to be lis- 
tened to closely. I've always said (albeit with 
tongue in cheek) that I'm a reactionary con- 
servative, that I want to conserve things the 
way they are and only react when the gar- 
goyles of greed try to destroy them. Today, 
realizing that only mutability is immutable, 

I think of myself in the traditional reaction- 
ary conservative mode. 

The Redwood Summer bears more re- 
semblance to the old Mississippi Summer 
than just a few thousand people risking a lot 
fora truly worthwhile cause. Italso has taken 
on a lot of the super-self-righteousness, 
humorless tone of Martin Luther King Jr. 
Earth First! without a great deal of humor is 
like a forest without trees. No matter what \ 
the circumstances, we've always been able to 
laugh a lot. At ourselves in particular. 

7/30, 8 PM, Nonose Valley. The score of 
The Great Sequoia National Forest Civil Dis- 
obedience Confrontation is Forest Service, 
Loggers and Tulare County Sheriffs Depart- 
ment 3, Northern California Earth First 1/2. 

In an official statement that assumed 
Northern California EF leaders maintain the 
same control over EFers that, say, a Mooney 
priest exercises over Mooney drones, the 
Sheriffs Department and others were assured 
that no Earth Firsters would use drugs or 
alcohol during any Redwood actions. The 
statement probably turned out to be true, but 
EFers were told this was the rule, not con- 
sulted about it. 

Officially the authorities were informed 
' thatncrviolence agaftistnon-feathered two- 
legged critters or destruction of "property 
would occur. The Service and sheriffs be- 
lieved this to the point that they were pres- 
ent only to prevent possible confrontation 
between loggers and demonstrators and the 
latter didn't even act to prevent property 
destruction. The loggers opted for a three 
day weekend instead of confrontation. This 


is where Northern California EF earned its 1/ 
2 point. It said there’d be no logging for a day 
and there wasn't. 

Everything else it did was abysmal. 
Northern California Earth Firsters created a 
nasty amount of erosion by rolling logs and 
boulders downhill to create roadblocks that 
a D-6 dozer can clear in a half minute and 
which cost them their $250 camp deport 
fee. Officials estimate total cleanup costs will 
be $ 10,000: a high pie in the sky figure but 
one that will be considered if local EFers 
should ever want to have another rally in 
Sequoia. 

EFers deflated six tractor tires. Each can 
be inflated in a minute or so. This is not 
monkeywrenching. It's stupid vandalism, 
much of which was recorded by the media, 
who were provided maps showing where the 
"actions" were to take place. No "leaders" — 
so conspicuous during the Sunday “prep- 
ping" sessions — tried to stop this inaneness. 
And while there probably wasn’t any use of 
drugs or alcohol many of the actions re- 
sembled what a bunch of fraternity types 
might do on a drunken spree. 

In Central California — even among 
authorities — people are often taken for theft- 
word, are given the chance to live up to theft 
word. This no longer will be the case where 
EF! is concerned — and probably not just 
here. A bargain was made and for once the 
other side lived up to its end of the deal and 
EF! didn't. 

It's crisis time at Earth First! and neither 
the FBI nor the bombing of Judi and Darryl is 
the cause. There's a plan afloat to turn EF! 
into an organization, to create a board of 
directors to control the Journal, to form 
equal alliances with environmental corpora- 
tions — in other words to spray the roots out 
of which EF! grew with Roundup. If it suc- 
ceeds, kiss the Earth goodbye. 


When the industry threatened to log 
Spiked trees to spite the spikers, I suggested 
/that ecologists escalate by spiking cut logs on 
the floating booms and in the yards. Tit for 
tat. Escalate if you like, you bastards, and we'll 
go for the heart of your operations — your 
machinery. Thus we found that tree-spiking 
k could be both defensive and offensive, 

in a Diocentrte- contaxt, tre g%>iking is 
simply a form of preventive medicine. It is 
the inoculationof a tree against the disease of 
logging. 

But in our society, money talks and 
industry money was successful in swaying 
anthropocentric opinions against tree-spik- 
ing. There was a weak link in our movement. 1 
Those anthropocentric socialistic types 
whose hearts bleed for the antiquated rights 
of the workers — were won over. Concerned 
that the logger was a "victim, " these so-called 
defenders of the forest proceeded to weaken 
our one totally effective tactic by denounc-l 
ingit. 

1 attended the Environmental Law 
Conference in Eugene, Oregon, in the spring 
of 1990. Judi Bari and Darryl Chemey said 
there was unanimous consensus at the tree- 
spiking workshop that the tactic should be 
retired. There was npt. Many Earth Firstlers 
were in opposition Qudi Bari even told me at 
the conference that she considered me the 
enem^T? 

It was tragic that Judi and Darryl were 
hurt in the bombing of their car. We will 
probably never know what really happened. 
But it is more tragic if the bombing continues 
to give martyr status to two people who have 
seriously compromised the established prin- 
ciples of EarffTFIrst! 

Redwood Summer is not an Earth First!) 
type of action. C iwil Hi< ip bedience is costly to | 
its participants both financially and physi- 
ally “ ‘ “ " ‘ m 


caily. JEES 


udeo-Christian 


tactic t h * ^ d^dlj 


seD-iflfligfe d perse cution./ it was not prac- 
tised byWortn American native peoples. Thel H 
establishment loves CD. The authorities are! J 
trainedfode al with it. Ther e are no su rprises -U 
Redwood Summer people would have 
us believe that the loggers are not our enemy. 
Judi Bari considers them her allies while 
accusing me of being her enemy. The reality 
of her views are plain. She is acting from an 
anthropocentric ethical foundation and I am 
coming from a biocentric base. 


1 


1 The hands of the individual who has! 
destroyed a tree are the hands of a person! 
who has murdered a sacred citizen of this 
planet. Livelihood, material well-being, 
these are not sufficient justification for this| 
crime against nature. Loggers are pathetic 
foot-soldiers to the corporate generals of the 
logging industry. Certainly they are being 
exploited by the companies, but they have 
made the decision to be exploited. The trees' 

have not. . , 

— VeS, I realize" that humans have long 
used and believe themselves dependent 
upon the cutting of trees. I also realize, 
however, that with a vastly reduced popula- 
tion, wood can be made available without 
killing trees: dead wood, weather-preserved 
wood, living planks cut from living trees (a 
practise of Northwest Indians which pro- 
vided them with planks without depriving 
the world of a tree); cotton and papyrus for 
paper. There are alternatives, the most 
important being disciplined conservation. 
Yes, this is extreme, but so is massive 
clearcutting to provide cheap logs for Japa- 
nese mills or bags of redwood charcoal for 
continued on page 9 
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Why Earth First! Should Renounce Tree Spiking 


By Gene Lawhom 

I have been working in the wood prod- 
ucts industry for five years. In that time I 
have worked veneer mills, sawmills, and 
plywood mills. I became an environmental 
activist while standing on the picket line 
fighting wage and benefit cuts. During the 
strike against Roseburg Forest Products (the 
world's largest privately owned wood prod- 
ucts manufacturer), which lasted fromjan. 9 
to May 15 of 1989, 1 noticed that all the cars 
and trucks that crossed our picket line were 
flying the timber industry's yellow support 
ribbon. The yellow ribbon is supposed to 
represent solidarity with timber workers, 
timber management and a steady supply of 
Federal (old-growth) timber. To many of us 
the yellow ribbon represents greed, ecologi- 
cal destruction, negative polarization, and 
scabbing. Once I became aware of these 
things I began to study environmental is- 
sues. I studied Fish and Wildlife’s Spotted 
Owl reports, and I studied and still study how 
the ancient forest ecosystem works. I real- 
ized that not only was the Spotted Owl 
endangered, but in fact the whole Pacific 
Northwest ancient forest ecosystem was in 
jeopardy. These studies led to studies of 
global environmental problems. 

Becoming aware of global environ- 
mental problems and of the ecological im- 
portance of the Pacific Northwest ancient 
forest helped me understand why Earth First! 
activists participate in direct action tactics 
such as tree sitting or chaining themselves to 
bulldozers, or ecotage such as sabotaging 
heavy equipment and tree spiking. But even 
though I understand the why-fors, all the 
where-ases (or tactics) cannot be justified! 
This is especially so with the tactic of tree 
spiking. 

Shortly after I returned to work from the 
strike (where we suffered wage and benefit 
cuts amounting to over $ 1400 a year), I was 
operating a log splitter on the deck of the 
debarker. Not far behind me was a circular 
saw which was out of view from where I was 
standing. The saw operator sits behind a half 
inch of plexiglass in an air conditioned 
booth. The saw at that time hit a spike and 
all around me metal fragments from the saw 
and the spike flew like shrapnel from a bomb. 
Not one piece hit the plexiglass, and luckily 
none hit me. But it was a frightening expe- 
rience and made me realize how dangerous 
tree spiking is to mill workers. In the first 
veneer mill I worked in, the two saw opera- 
tors had no protection other than their hard 
hats and safety glasses. We tried to get 
management to place plexiglass panels in 
front of the saws but they refused. There are 
hundreds of these small non-union mills 


In Defense . . . 


continued from page 8 

California cook-outs. I would occasionally 
even condone the cutting of a live tree if it 
was diseased and if done with proper respect 
and used for a noble purpose. Unfortu- 
nately, 99% of all trees killed are of good 
and used for ig noble purposes. 


A few years ago, a Santa Cruz reporter 
me she did not believe that all the 
redwoods in California were worth the life of 
a single human. What incredible arrogance! 
This opinion is the extreme of anthropocen- 
tric Judeo-Christian thinking. I am of the 
extreme opposite view. To me, all the 
humans in California are not worth the ex- 
tinction of the mighty ancient forest dwell- 
ers we call the redwoods. J 

TBS debate really comes doWIl tU tlllsTls 
Earth First! a movement of anthropocentrics 
or a movement of biocentrics or is it a little of 
both? Can the anthropocentric mindset 
work harmoniously or even work at all with 
the biocentric mindset? There is certainly a 
vast chasm between the two modes of think- 
ing. Perhaps we need two EF! groups — one 
for anthropocentrics and the other for bio- 
centrics. 

As for myself, I do not believe in loggers, 

1 believe in trees. I do not believe in fisher- 
men, I believe in fish. I do not believe in 
miner s. I believe in the rock s hpneath mv 


feet. 1 1 do not believe in pie in the sks 
(spirituality, I believe in rainbows, rivers 
' mountains, and moss. I do not believe in 
environmentalists, I believe in the environ- 
k ment. I am a proud traitor to my species in 
alliance with my mother the Earth in oppo- 
s ition to t hose who would destroy her, those 
jwho believe t he Ea rth is here to 
serv e human interests ^**' - ~ T ~** ■ 

l'he Earth abides. We overly glorified 
primates are a stupid species. We have cho- 
sen not to be interdependent and have be- 
stowed deity upon ourselves to justify our 
separateness from the living Earth. We will 




throughout the Pacific Northwest where 
safety is nonexistent. Any action an Earth 
First! activist does that endangers the lives of 
other human beings cannot be justified! 

Tree spiking not only endangers mill- 
workers and loggers, but also discredits all 
environmentalists. Some timber bosses will 
run a spiked log through a mill so they can 
point the finger at an environmental activist 
and say, "See, they not only want to take 
your jobs, but they want to kill you too." The 
timber industry doesn't give a damn about 
the safety of their employees. 1 had to call 
OSUA in a few months ago just to get the 
bastards to meet with our safety committee. 
OSHA fined them over $12,000 for safety 
violations. Only then were we able to get 
some very unsafe things fixed, becau se we hit 
them in their pocketbook. 

The timber industry loves the fact that 
some Earth First! activists advocate tree spik- 
ing. It gives them a great propaganda tool. 
Take for example the false press releases sent 
to the news media by the industry after the 
California Earth First! activists renounced 
tree spiking.- These releases stated that Earth 
First! would continue tree spiking. Someone 
even forged Judi Bari's and Darryl Chemey's 
signatures on them. Also note that the death 
threats against Judi and Darryl started 
shortly after the spiking renunciation. It 
scared the hell out of the timber industry and 
its ass-kissing supporters to see EF1-IWW 
activists building alliances with loggers and 
mill workers. That's why they tried to assas- 
sinate Judi and Darryl. The last thing corpo- 
rations want is their employees demanding 
an accountability as to how the environ- 
ment is being treated by the employers. 

Workers, whether they be oil, chemical, 
and atomic workers, pulp and paper workers, 
or wood workers, must join forces with envi- 
ronmental activists to demand not only an 
accountability as to wages, benefits, and 
health and safety, but also to demand envi- 
ronmental accountability. Environmental 
activists must work to help create other op- 
tions for workers so they'll feel secure in 
demanding that accountability. 

In Oregon, labor and environmental 
activists have joined forces to form a group 
called Labor-Environmentalist Solidarity 
Network (LESN pronounced lesson) to help 
bridge the gap that separates workers and 
environmentalists, and to support with di- 
rect nonviolent action the causes of each. In 
our group are EF! activists, steel workers, 
carpenters, state workers, and many other 
workers, and environmentalists from many 
organizations. 

EF! activists in Oregon and California 
have done the right thing in renouncing the 
use of tree spiking, and also in building 


„ v h ^ 

pass and in our passing the rocks will scream) 
joyously for the liberation of the Earth. Or 
we will survive as equal citizens who have 
finally realized that the path to bliss lies uij 
^surrendering to nature, not dominating her. 
* If we are removed from the Earth, the 


loggers will slowly fade from the conscious- 
ness of the Earth like unpleasant and distant 
memories. If we survive, the loggers will also 
fade from the consciousness of humanity as 
perverse and embarrassi ng aspects of nur 
once primi tive selv es 'Either way, the logger) 
/ is a rot, a disease and an aberration against / 
j nature, and I among other s will not weep a/ 
y- single tear at his demir ™ — / ' — ^ 

To sum up, tree-spiking works. It does 
not hurt trees. It does not injure people. It 
is simple and cheap. The logging barons 
have little defense against it. They moan and 
groan and gnash their teeth but they can do 
little — except of course to employ the old 
tactic of divide and conquer. They can 
manipulate members of our movement to 
spread division and hatred amongst the 
movement through the anthropocentric 
Judeo-Christian morals. In this way they can 
spread their rot amongst us and destroy us. 
Whatever political stance the Earth 
First! rank and file take, tree-spiking will 
continue. It continues in northern Califor- 
nia — more covertly because it is plain that 
advocates may now fall victim tc former 
brothers and sisters. But continue it shall, 
despite criticism, despite the laws of society, 
despite the so-called "rights" of the loggers 
and their ilk. 

Tree-spiking is an idea and an idea is 
impossible to kill. It will continue and I will 
continue to advocate it until I die. No com- 
promise, not now or ever. 


Paul Watson is the founder of Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society and the fearless captain of 
the Sea Shepherd. 


alliances with wood workers, Indian activ- 
ists, Black activists, and Feminists. After all, 
the environment, indigenous peoples, mi- 
norities, women, and workers the whole 
world over (especially in Third World na- 
tions) are being exploited by the system that 
places money and power over the well being 
of the planet. We all have a common interest 
in clean water, air, and healthy forests. 

To help bridge the gap that separates 
workers and environmental activists, and to 
help make the work place safe for mill work- 
ers and loggers, I urge all Earth First! activists 
to renounce the tactic of tree spiking. The 


work place for wood workers is dangerous 
enough without the added dangers of spiked 
trees, and the workers are not the enemies of 
environmental activists, but can be and will 
be their most valuable allies in the future. 
Renouncing tree spiking is not a compro- 
mise, but a move forward. Bear in mind that 
if a movement cannot progress and make 
positive changes, it will die! Also bear in 
mind that as much as the timber industry 
likes tree spiking a nation-wide Earth First! 
renunciation of spiking would be the ulti- 
mate form of ecotage propaganda. 



As the Sizzleworm Sizzles 


byJ.P. Bernhard 
copyright 1990 by the author 

Nonose Valley, California, 14 July 1990 

On the swingbed I'm awakened by the 
persistent chirping of a white-breasted nut- 
hatch as it meticulously excavates ants from 
cracks in the bark of oak limbs above. Over 
Sierra peaks the lower, purple clouds sing of 
sunrise. Higher, anvil thunderheads form- 
ing: majestic sky mountains with, in John 
Muir's words, "domes and peaks rising, swel- 
ling." 

John Muir. One of our roots. If you 
don't know your roots, if your roots aren't 
deep enough, you break like an old willow 
limb in a Mono wind. 

It's going to be a hot one, a humid one. 
Time to get a couple cups of coffee down 
then go sauntering before the sweat starts 
pouring off the forehead, stinging the eyes. 

'Saunter', a word whose derivation and 
true meaning were taught us by another of 
our roots: Henry David Thoreau. "Sainte 
Terre, " was the source he tells us: a medieval 
French land idol who inspired many pil- 
grims into supposedly journeying to pay 
their holy respects to the Saint but who 
usually didn't, using the saintly pretext to 
scrounge food and shelter from true believers 
as they meandered aimlessly. 

Sauntering unchannels the mind from 
the hopes and fears of what might happen 
when a destination is reached in the same 
way belonging to a ieaderless movement 
eliminates worries about the actions of the 
people in charge. And casually strolling at 
two miles per hour is 80% as beneficial in 
terms of exercise as walking at four. 

With the heat rising my feet lead me 
down to the shade of Nonose Creek where 
the water stopped running one full and one 
half moons ago and only isolated pools 
remain with skaters darting around on top 
and occasional bullfrogs blurping, plopping, 


then, with a couple of kicks, disappearing 
into shadows. 

Sauntering in the shade of phreato- 
phytes — willows, alders, water oaks, fresnos, 
cottonwoods — is pleasant: observing a 
black phoebe flitting around, making a slight 
dent in the insect population; kicking up a 
rabbit and watching its white tail wave goo- 
dbye as it hops into a deerbrush; flushing a 
family of quail with six little ones scurrying 
across the sand in perfect alignment, Ma and 
Pa leading but not so fast the younguns can't 
keep up, then, as on signal, all taking off and 
landing in the same live oak. Valley quail 
eggs need thirty-two days to hatch — twice 
that of robins — but the chicks come out 
running, getting food by themselves, flying 
within three days. Ground nests aren't the 
safest homes in the world. 

By the time I reach the open, granite 
area where the falls used to fall, it's hot again 
and time for a drink from water that’s not 
stagnant. Discarding sauntering I head 
uphill toward a spring on what used to be 
called Indian Land. Supposedly years ago 
forty acres of each California section was put 
aside for Indian schools. On old parcel maps 
the Indian areas were marked as such. On 
current ones US has replaced Indian and in 
this area that means the Bureau of Land 
Management. The land fared much better 
before it became managed. 

Leaves on some of the blue oaks on the 
hill are browning three months ahead of 
time. The trees know there's barely enough 
water left in the ground to support the vital 
systems so the frills have to go. Even with 
that precaution a few with hundreds of years 
of living behind them will never leaf again. 

When I arrive at the ridge of the rivulet 
where the spring bubbles, the sweat's so 
profuse I've removed my glasses and ban- 
dana, ready to immerse my head into the 
cool water of the cistern. Just then my anal 
continued on page 10 
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(Dear shit fer Brains 


Dear EF!: 

The "Prairie Shield" by Daniel Dancer in 
the last Earth First! Journal is an excellent, 
thoughtful and well-written piece. As a 
friend once told me, "Anyone can appreciate 
the beauty of the Rocky Mountains, but it 
takes a special kind of person to appreciate 
the subtle beauty of Kansas." Without a 
doubt Mr. Dancer has the requisite aesthetic 
sense to fully appreciate the Flint Hills of 
Kansas. 

I have explored and backpacked the 
tallgrass-covered Flint Hills for years. Itisthe 
state's only semi-wilderness area: the place 
where the sky meets the prairie. With this in 
mind, I must make a couple of corrections to 
Dancer's article. First, the author claims that 
most ranchers do an "adequate job of caring 
for the prairies: and that the "integrity of the 
hills is perhaps better protected as it is. . ." An 
old outdoorsman (who had a master's degree 
in biology) once told me that he compared a 
"normal” grazed Flint Hills prairie with a 
never-grazed prairie. What he found was 
that the number of different species was 
remarkably lower for the rangeland and that 
invasive plants predominated. My own 
observations have confirmed this and thus 1 
contend that the Flint Hills are over-grazed. 
In fact, I've noticed that spring-fed streams 
have been destroyed by cattle. Also, live- 
stock ponds and conservation lakes are de- 
stroying streams by preventing the flushing 
out of sediment. 

As I understand the phenomenon, 
herds of millions of bison roamed through a 
prairie. Perhaps every three years a large herd 
would visit an area and would fertilize and 
aerate the soil, then they would leave the 
prairie alone. Cattle on the other hand place 
a load on the-prairie year-round, year after 
year. 

Finally, Mr. Dancer urges people to 
move to the Flint Hills. I say let's restore the 
tallgrass prairie to a near wilderness condi- 
tion by removing all humans and their 
cattle, oil wells, roads and power lines. Let's 
"dream tack the Bison" and wolves and 
mountain lions so that the Prairie Chickens 
will not be alone in the vast inland sea of 
grass. A million-acre wilderness should be 
our goal so that future generations of hu- 
mans and animals will be afforded the op- 


portunity to appreciate the subtle beauty of 
the prairie. 

One hundred years ago this year, the 
Populists of Kansas were "raising less com 
and more HELL!" One of their platform 
planks called for the preservation of the 
nation's forests. Their descendants now call 
for the preservation of the last expanse of 
tallgrass prairie — the Flint Hills. 

— South wind, Lawrence, KS 

DearEF!, 

Let's do some internal administrative 
agency monkeywrenching! The idea in the 
June 1990 issue about government bids 
being used as opportunities for sabotaging 
plans and the idea about collecting phony 
signatures for California initiatives were 
absolutely brilliant. Not only are those guys 
with the overstimulated greed glands 
thrown horn their well-laid, repulsive plans, 
but we are getting paid for it bv them ! 

I just received my graduate degree in a 
field that I intended to use for some non- 
profit agency somewhere. But now, my 
thinking has changed a little. I personally 
intend to apply for positions with the Forest 
Service, USDA, BLM, etc., agencies I had 
originally not even considered because 
they're so corrupt and hideous. Wasn't it 
two issues ago when a Forest Service em- 
ployee wrote to say "if all else foils, infil- 
trate." 

The radical environmental movement 
needs moles within these organizations. Not 
only for the valuable information that we 
can provide to our old friends on the front 
lines, but so that we can have the opportu- 
nity to sabotage the bastards from within! 
What pleasure! Unethical? Hell no, they 
started this little game. 

My main fear for infiltrators is that 
playing the conformist game could kill our 
souls. If and when wearing pantyhose and 
schmoozing begin to hurt too much, I will 
get out. But we'll take real working knowl- 
edge about how these doo-dahs get away 
with this. 

— Molewoman 

Dear Shitty Butts, 

From his vantage in the outhouse 
Robert Streeter suggests many different envi- 


Sizzleworm . . . 

continued from page 9 

sphincter slams tight shut like the steel doors 
behind Darryl Chemey when they locked 
him away on the charge of trying to blow 
himself up, for just below the spring is a three 
foot high pot plant and coiled around it a 
four and a half foot long, eight inch circum- 
ference sizzleworm buzzes away. 

It isn't a full speed rattle of the kind that 
makes you jump — just sort of a mild, warn- 
ing, soft castanet sound. The fear had been 
almost instinctive and subsides quickly. I 
back' up a couple steps, squat, use my ban- 
dana to dry my glasses. 

If the ciotalid had been lurking in the 
area of the cabin or under the swingbed I 
probably would've killed and eaten it. I 
wander about barefoot on warm evenings. 
Skinning and gutting rattlers is an easy, 
nearly odorless job. When that’s done you 
whack 'em up into six inch pieces, saute 'em 
in butter with a little garlic powder, pepper 
and a squeeze of lemon, reduce the heat, 
throw in a cup of dry chablis and pinch of 
tarragon, cover the skillet loosely and sim- 
mer until the wine's evaporated. Good eat- 
ing. 

But this guy'd live to help keep the 
number of ground squirrels reasonable. The 
spring p>ool I've been exp>ecting isn't there; 
the cistern’s rock wall knocked down by 
cattle the BLM had let graze for next to 
nothing. By now the hoofed devils are gone. 
The growing cannabis testifies to that. Graz- 
ing even for next to nothing is marginal 
during the fourth year of a drought. 

Despite the much publicized war on 
drugs there's probably as much marijuana as 
ever, possibly even more, blooming in these 
hills, with some of the profits directed into 
environmental causes. This plant, of course, 
is just someone’s private stash. If he or she is 
lucky it might produce a half pound of colas 
— providing it's a female. 

The snake won't move: coiled, rattling 
softly, his eyes never leaving me, now and 
then his tongue darting out, pointing in two 
directions at once like words uttered by a 
BLM bureaucrat. Hell with the water. I got a 
bottle of cold Red Tail Ale awaiting me at 
home. 

I say goodbye to the pot sentry (know- 
ing he can’t hear me) and head for the cabin, 
thinking first of the Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment then the meaning of the word 'man- 
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agement' itself. To manage something you 
need control over it and to get control over 
something you need leadership and right 
now there's a movement on to destroy the 
anarchic non-management of the Earth First! 
Journal, to annihilate the principles first laid 
down by our most recent root, Cactus Ed 
Abbey, and make it another more or less 
conventional environmental organ not un- 
like the "Big Ten" publications it was de- 
signed to counteract. As it's now written EF! 
is more comprehensive and allows a broader 
means of expression than all the Big Ten 
publications combined. 

It seems Ned Ludd would be the first 
section to go. Already prominent Earth 
Firsters have denounced spiking. One EFer 
put down the early cowboy-cowgirl days — 
the Wild Bunch days when the movement 
was birthed out of the balls and change in 
Earth Firster jeans — as sexist. None seems to 
realize that EF! was founded by former em- 
ployees of conventional environmental 
groups totally disillusioned with the con- 
tinuous sellouts of these non-profit corpora- 
tions. 

If these folks want to try to manage 
things let them form their own non-profit 
corporations under any name but Earth First! 
If they want to try to destroy EF! let them join 
the FBI. David Brower, the foremost envi- 
ronmentalist of our time, discovered he 
could no longer travel the direction the Si- 
erra Club was taking so he formed Friends of 
the Earth, and before long Friends was taken 
over by the compromisers so he formed 
Earth Island. 

Earth First! should not get caught in 
that steel jawed trap. Some years back a 
Journal editor quit because he couldn’t go 
along with the Ned Ludd column. Like- 
minded folks should act likewise instead of 
trying to sterilize the Journal. 

Those who don 't believe in No Compro- 
mise In Defense Of Mother Earth! should 
form their own organization with kinder, 
gentler means for trying to save the planet. If 
any believe they have done more for the 
environment than Ed Abbey let them dream, 
dream away in delusions of grandeur. 

Meanwhile the sizzleworm sizzles. 

Joe Bernhard, one of the early EF'.ers, is an 
environmental writer and long-time champion 
of Dinkey Creek in the California Sierra. 



Black Bear tracks on Mount Graham, AZ. 


ronmentally benign ways to wipe one’s ass. 
Eco-wise, all of them beat the wasteful, de- 
structive toilet paper, and from personal 
experience I agree that mullein reigns su- 
preme. 

Unfortunately, good eco-ass-wipes are 
not always available. And, sadly, none of 
them can clean the ol' hole like TP. With this 
in mind, and at the risk of sounding snob- 
bish, I offer for your consideration my per- 
sonal favorite — water. Why wipe when you 
can wash? 

Water is the most widespread natural 
cleaning agent available. No solid material 
can clean as well or is as gentle to the anus, a 
quart does a thorough job. You can use it at 
home, traveling, or in the wild (away from 
any surface water, -or course). When water 
isn't available or is in short supply, then I 
resort to plant parts, rocks, other solid bits of 
Nature, and (I admit it) TP. My kids tell me 
that in Japan many of the toilets are 
equipped with water hoses and blow driers. 

As for the outhouse, it sure beats poop- 
ing in your dwelling. However, an outhouse 
is still a house — a house full of shit. It's dirty, 
stinky, wasteful, unsightly, unhealthful, a 
hassle, and I always worry about dangling 
my appendage around those black widows. 
The view may be nice, but it can't match the 
Outside. 

If you live on enough land to afford the 
privacy, consider digging a shit-hole rather 
than building an outhouse. A shit-hole is 
simply a narrow (foot-wide), deep (3’-4) 
trench over which one squats to evacuate 
one's bowels. All you need is a shovel or 
digging stick. Dig the trench in a high, airy 
location aligned toward the sun and wind, so 
Nature can help dry and purify and the hole 
won't fill with water and possibly overflow. 
If necessary, keep a can of ashes or lime 
nearby for sprinkling. When the trench fills 
to within a foot or so of the top — usually in 
a year or two — cover it with dirt and dig 
another. 

We used shit-holes for years with nary a 
problem, other than a short period of politi- 
cal harassment. So, don’t advertise, but if 
you can, enjoy doing what's natural more 
naturally. 

— Lynn Jacobs 

Editor: 

There have recently been some ques- 
tions on how to financially support Earth 
First! without having your name end up on 
the FBI lists. Here's how to do it. 

Do NOT send a' personal check. They 
are easily traced to you. 

Do NOT send cash. It can be stolen from 
the mail 

Do, in the finest anarchist tradition, get 
the government to help you. Just go down to 
any Post Office and purchase a Postal Money 
Order and pay cash for it. as long as you pay 


cash you do not need to show any kind of I.D. 
and there is no record of who bought it. The 
money order has 2 sections: a PAY TO section 
and a PURCHASER section. Fill out the PAY 
TO section with the name Earth First!, do 
NOT fill out the PURCHASER section. The 
money order does not need the purchaser 
section filled out to be chased. 

If you are feeling particularly mischie- 
vous, you might want to fill out the PUR- 
CHASER section with the name of someone 
who you feel would be a nice addition to the 
FBI lists: for example the name of your local 
chemical company president, land devel- 
oper, racist cop, pro-logging politician, etc. 
This will increase the FBI workload as they 
start new files on all these people and list 
them as suspects. 

— Mad as Hell 


texas crude conspiracy theory: 

can’t get it out of the ground? top 
expensive? envirolaws to restrictive? don’t 
know which way to turn? i know! start a 
"war" with a dude that no one’s ever even 
heard of! get him to go along with the ruse... 
power, peed % tawriir hillbilly em. 
drome, pass a jaw allowing for the opening 
of all wildlife refuges/wildemess areas/na- 
tional parks/off-shore continental shelves/ 
etc. do it for "national security", call it the 
national energy security act of 1990. sign it 
"senator frank h. murkowski" (r. alaska). \ 

I blame the sand jockeys for all our problems, 
open the door for "progress" and "independ- 
ence"; a nation free from foreign produce, 
take the needle opt of our "long arm", crank 
up those nukes, again, put patrick’bathahan 
in the white house, again, where’s nixon? 
anybody seen nixon? lock the smothers 
brothers up before they say something 
weird, hit pat paulson. beef up the electoral 
college, diffuse the people, a nation of idiots 
can’t be responsible for making decisions, 
bureaucratic oligarchy, soylent green, 
charlton heston fro president, "lucas films" 
as a cabinet post, need lots of special effects, 
fx. fx bombers, fx the public, cnn: "control 
& numb, now!" corporate takeovers; by the 
government, g gorden liddy, secy of state, 
tim learv minister ofimhijf_^galt^i RH for 

'everyone, replace the bill of rights with the 
new testament, freedom of speech ?~wFio 
killed jack kennedy? allah! 

allah...allah..alota shit! nah. just the ^ 

ra mb lings of a sick mind, conspiracy my ass ~ V 

— canis rufus 

g **■., .'l l . * 

DearEditor, -***~i*~- 

As everyone knows*’ we’re losing? ‘And 
we're going to keep on losing, because any 
purely defensive strategy — on behalf of 
Mother Earth or anything else — can have no 
other outcome. 

When we see the eco-terrorists about to 


c Is 


kill something, we try our best to stop them, 
but when they do kill it we merely fell back 
to our next position. Not only does this 
strategy allow them to kill with impunity, it 
may actually accelerate the killing, because 
they know that the sooner they kill every- 
thing — and they do intend to kill every- 
thing — the sooner we'll get off their backs. 

By all means, let’s defend Mother Earth. 
But there’s something else we can do: we can 
take revenge. 

The reason for taking revenge is to ob- 
tain justice by evening the score, but the 
knowledge that someone is taking revenge 
also works as a deterrent. (And don't forget 
that the fewer developers there are, the less 
development there will be.) 

So let justice be done! Try to stop the 
killing, but when you fell, take revenge! 

Avenge Glen Canyon! 

Avenge Prince William Sound! 

Avenge the coral reefs and the old- 
growth and the wetlands and the rainforests! 

Avenge the redwoods and the Douglas 
firs! Avenge the whales and the wolves and 
the grizzlies! 

Dream back the bison and sing back the 
swan — but also avenge them! 

Love your mother — but also avenge 
her! 

Remember, you're evening the score. 
Stripe for stripe, wound for wound, bum for 
bum, foot for foot, hand for hand, tooth for 
tooth, eye for eye, life for life. (Exodus21:23- 
25) 

Don’t waste time mourning. Take re- 
venge! 

— OT Bear 

Ed. note to 01' Bear: Boy howdy! Areyou seeking 
environmental protection or personal gratifica- 
tion? — DT 

Dear SFB: 

I am glad to see that you have a new 
bumpersticker "Love Your Mother Don't 
Become One.” 

Very apt and 1 hope you sell many of 
them. BUT in all fairness to women you 
should also issue a bumpersticker titled 
"Love Your Father Don't Become One." 

As far as I know there is not a kid on 
Earth that did not start out life with a father. 
Women are bred by men. No men, no 
breeding. Just that simple. 

I suggest that if you are really serious 
about halting the ravages of over-population 
you start a campaign to encourage men to 
have vasectomies. Male sterilization is rela- 
tively easy and withoutdire consequences. It 
requires less time, less money, and does not 
involve the more complicated and expensive 
aspects of female sterilization. So why don't 
you push, this as the all around best way to 
check the flood of births that will inevitably 
destroy any chance of a living wilderness and 
biodiversity? 

Couples should plan on one child, no 
more. And better still, no child at all. We 
need to go towards negative population 
growth. 

I see a huge task ahead if this goal is to 
be reached, and I am speaking of what we can 
do here in this country. Elsewhere it will be 
far more difficult, which does not mean it 
will be easy here. Women are programmed 
from childhood up to regard themselves as 
mothers. Our society which is still a strongly 
patriarchal society, as are almost all, if not all, 
societies on earth, honors motherhood 
(even while it allows hundreds of thousands 
of poor mothers to starve with their off- 
spring). Women who refuse motherhood are 
not particularly well regarded. 

We need a radical change in social atti- 
tudes that will be based on the irrefutable fact 
that the planet needs a modicum of biologi- 
cal mothering and this must apply to ALL 
races and to all social classes. We need the 
qualities implicit to motherhood, but the 
production of more and more humans as a 
goal is out. 

I firmly believe that, to quote Sally 
Gearhart, "the future, IF there is one, is 
female." I also believe that without popula- 
tion control there will not be a future. 

But men are just as — if not more — 
responsible for the population explosion as 
women, and until they are more aware of this 
and more willing to cooperate in reducing 
the birthrate by taking more concrete actions 
in their own personal lives and conduct, and 
in their expectations concerning women, 
there is not going to be much hope of prog- 
ress towards zero growth and negative 
growth. 

— Ruth Douglas, Laytonville, CA 
Dear People, 

My loyalty is to Dave Foreman, the 
present staff of the Earth First! Journal and to 
the memory of that wonderful biocentric 
desert rat Ed Abbey. 

With respects for the battle scars suf- 
fered and inflicted by Mike Roselle, I find 
that I cannot sympathize with the philo- 
sophical stand that he has taken. No com- 
promise means no compromise. Mike's 
compromise on tree-spiking was a betrayal of 
the spirit of no compromise. 


The Sea Shepherd Conservation Society 
continues to be the no compromise marine 
division of the Earth First! movement. We 
recognize that a movement encompasses 
many opinions and expresses a broad spec- 
trum of ideas. However one theme is para- 
mount and that is that there shall not be 
compromise. 

Redwood Summer is a betrayal of Earth 
First!. Redwood Summer should have been 
organized by the Sierra Club or some other 
organization that has no qualms about belly- 
ing up to the bar with scum like loggers and 
log truck drivers. 

I stand with the Redwoods against the 
axe hefting bastards who would destroy 
them. The idea of working with loggers to 
save trees is akin to working with Dachau 
guards to insure that Jews get proper show- 
ers. 

I was annoyed that the Journal did not 
run any criticism of those who denounced 
tree-spiking. For this reason I am submitting 
a piece defending tree-spiking. I hope you 
will consider running it. 

To sum up; stick to your pens and key- 
boards, guys and gab. You're doing a good 
job and you've got my vote of confidence — 
for what it’s worth. 

— Captai n Paul Watson 

Dear Eds, 

This is an S.O.S. Our movement is 
losing its focus. I just read Dennis 
Fritzinger's unedited report on the Journal 
meeting and I am frightened. Is this Earth 
First or Earth Somewhat!? Ifpeople are going 
to bring their social agendas into this move- 
ment they had better have a sincerely 
thought out and articulate explanation of 
how it will serve immediate planetary needs. 
And this ought to be openly debated. 

We need to think like the Earth. I want 
to see intelligent, scientific reports on the 
biological state of our world and to have 
focused dialogue on our ecological priorities. 
Why is it that the number one environ- 
mental problem, i.e. overpopulation, is the 
least dealt with by "Earth First!" activists? 

If the Journal is supposed to sp>eakforthe 
movement, then what defines the move- 
ment? Is it a biocentric philosophy or any- 
one who calls themself an Earth Firstier? 1 
prefer the former. Suppose the K.K.K. start 
calling themselves EF!ers. Is their agenda 
going to be voiced in the Journal f? Along 
these same lines, I'd rather see a strong, 
biocentric Journal run by a few people than a 
semi-ecological publication run by a bunch 
of rebellious anarchists. Stay out of shallow 
waters. Find our bearings and get on course. 
Earth First! This is an S.O.S. 

— KB, Earth 


Dear EF!ers: 

It's unfortunate that spiritualism and 
hence religion has crept into the environ- 
mental movement. This can only lead to the 
sort of dissension that is so prevalent in the 
world today, e.g. Ireland, the Middle East, 
etc. 

Mark Twain was pretty close to the mark 
when he said that "God and Nature are two 
names for the same thing." I don't quite 
agree. 

To me, God is the name that man gave 
to what is unknown and unknowable. Na- 
ture is the product of this thing we call God 
and mankind is part of it. 

It only serves to demonstrate the 
contradictory nature of man when we praise 
God and do our utmost to destroy His (Her? 
Its?) works. 

It doesn't make any difference whether 
you’re Christian, Jew, Moslem, Hindu, Athe- 
ist (gasp!) or whatever; this is the only planet 
we have. We must pull together to save 
what's left. There will be time enough to kill 
each other over religious trivialities when we 
can do so without killing everything on 
Earth. 

— Zorro, Silver City, NM 

Dear Fecal Composite Cerebrums, 

In the summer issue of the EF! Journal I 
read that Redwood Summer coordinators 
were calling on all Wiccans to do magic and 
send energy to the demonstrations. I saw 
this request as both appropriate and useful, 
as the result would benefit all who have 
worked to save forests and stop the rape of 
Mother Earth. 

1 was then annoyed in the August issue 
to leam that in the past EF! used the pagan 
holidays on the masthead and decided to 
quit the practice before I became a sub- 
scriber. It seems to me that you are "distanc- 
ing” your Journal from some of your most 
avid supporters, i.e. Wiccans, Druids, 
Gaians, and other neopagan groups in this 
country who share a deep spiritual connec- 
tion with the Earth as mother. Are you afraid 
of offending conservative fundamentalists 
by using the ancient names? How many of 
these groups have you known to work for the 
welfare of Gaia? 

As an organization for political and 
social change, I'm sure you are aware that the 
"green" movement as a political force will be 


comprised of a great many pagans of diverse 
traditions. 

It is my opinion that the use of the 
ancient names of the nature religions would 
act as a bonding symbol to many of these 
traditions. 

It is after all, Nature which we strive to 
protect. 

— Sky Cloud, Mansfield, OH 
Dear Sirs - 

Like it or not, deny it or not, the Earth 
First! Journal is the voice of something which 
is best described as the Earth First! move- 
ment. 

The past couple of years have seen a 
marked attenuation of that voice . The edito- 
rial page of the May 1, 1990 issue confirmed 
my worst fears: the current editorial loss of 
vision and focus was not accidental, but 
intentional. It's starting to look a lot like 
compromise. 

The pagan publication dates were an 
indicator that those in charge had a sense of 
humor and could think in what are not 
generally accepted mainstream terms. Their 
loss is not ruinous in itself, but it does indi- 
cate an editorial stance which is less willing 
to take chances and is, well, boring. 

The Earth needed what Dave Foreman 
was saying when he was Editor, it hasn't 
needed very much of what has been written 
in the Journal since he left Please steer the 
Journal away from the mainstream line you 
seem to be drifting towards. 

- Freedom Rider, Dallas, TX 

Wild Things, 

The new Earth First! Journal is looking 
good. Keep on doing what you ’re doing. An 
activist needs a ‘zine that's tough, sharp, and 
useful, without the crap that goes into New 
Age and most of the left-wing and right-wing 
journals. If the talkers want to talk, send 'em 
to the Greens. 

I was de-lighted when Mike Roselle 
yanked the "Joe Six-Pack" logo out of the EF! 
Journal. "Joe" seemed like a relic from the 
Archie Bunker era. In the old days, the long- 
haired, pot-smoking kids who went to Stan- 
ford and Harvard used to laugh at the beer- 
drinking guys who wore hard hats and who 
worked at the really dirty jobs. Nowadays, 
the high-priced hippies of the early 70s are 
working for the Bank of America, they're 
snorting white powder, and they're still toss- 
ing barbs at the working slobs. The big 
change is that Archie is gone, and hey, now 
we're the folks who drink the Buds and who 
wear the tin hats. "Them" is us. 

Religion? Sheeet, I'm a guy who can't 
tell Samhain from Halloween. If you want to 
take the old Celtic holidays off the masthead, 
that's fine with me. The ancient Druids 
haven't done anything recently to defend 
the American wilderness, so why give the 


Druids special attention? If you want to talk 
with real pagan activists, get in touch with 
the traditional Mohawks or the Yanomami 
people in Brazil. The big Columbus Day 
fandango will be here in 1992, so let the 
Native American freedom-fighters know 
that they haven't been forgotten. These folks 
have been defending wild America for five 
hundred years. 

Most of the New Age and Wiccan "earth 
religion" groups don’t do p>oop to protect 
wildlife and the wilds. So the average Earth 
First! monkey-wrencher doesn’t give a damn 
about Boopsie and her past twenty lives. If 
Boopsie spent more time on the picket lines, 
maybe more of us would pay attention to her 
old-time religion. Right now, the average 
troop of Girl Scouts is more ecology-minded 
than the average American coven, and the 
Girl Scouts have got better campfire songs, 
they clean up their mess, and they sell some 
chocolate mint cookies that ain't bad. If the 
EF! Journal has to choose between another 
boring essay about "earth rituals" and an 
article about the Girl Scouts, go with the 
Scouts, ok? 

— Woodsy the Owl, Providence, RI 




V 


Dear John, Helpers, and Other Heads full of 
Fertile Stuff: 

Great Lughnasadh (Aug. 1) issue! Real 
fine letters and searching articles! No heavy 
complaints from me. However, I do agree 
with those who prefer more letters and ar- 
ticles on past and future plans and needs for 
actions. 1 suppose it's somehow necessary 
for our academic folks to examine and ana- 
lyze the philosophical mores, roots, and 
underpinnings of such a movement (histori- 
cally, they always do) and that is no doubt 
useful, but I felt the Journal was getting a little 
heavy on that side of things last fall. Like the 
current issue better. More inspiring. Even 
got me finally set down to write! 

As preparation for a novel 1 wanted to 
write about logging in the redwoods 
(WEITCHIE, due out Oct. 1 on the West 
Coast) I read issues back to Lughnasadh '88 (a 
friend had a collection) and 1 enjoyed those 
older issues even more than the recent ones. 
I well understand that you are limited by 
what gets sent in, and a lot of the folks in the 
field haven't yet learned to stretch their 24 
hour day very far, but it might help if they 
were more actively encouraged. 

Perhaps the movement could benefit 
from a separation: a frequent (eight times a 
year?) newsletter type periodical with letters 
and action reports as well as updates on 
what's happening; and a more scholarly 
journal coming out quarterly. That would 
give the thinkers more time to polish (they 
have only 24 too) and would ease the reading 
load for the rest of us. 

For myself, though I appreciate the 
continued on page 12 



"I had a 
rotten day. 

I found out 
that the 
forest was 
strip-mined 
to make my 
stonewashed 
jeans. . . 


Stonewashed 
jeans suck." 



FORESTS not FASHION 


BOYCOTT 

STONE AND ACID WASHED 
CLOTHING! 

Because of the 1872 Mining Law, the forests in New 
Mexico, Arizona, & elsewhere are being stripmined to 
reach the pumice underneath. Pumice is used to make 
stonewashed-type clothing. Save our National Forests- 
Boycott stonewashed-type fashions- Demand the repeal of 
the anti-ecological 1872 Mining Law. 

NO MORE TRASHIN' LAND FOR FASHION! 

Jemez Action Group POB 40445 Albuquerque, New Mexico 87196 
RECYCLED PAPER SAVES FORESTS 
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'Dear . . . 


continued from page 1 1 

educational aspect, reading about the crazy 
doings of the activists (both successes and 
failures, let's not hype too much there) is 
much more energizing and motivating. I 
suspect that might be true for others as well 
and motivating more people is what we 
need. It's fun to sit around and talk about 
stuff, but it's actions will make a difference. 
And action is needed — from each according 
to his/her ability . . . We can't all sit trees or 
block roads, but there's lots of other useful 
things for doing that will inspire others like 
me to scrape up more of those useful, green 
* pictures of dead American presidents to send 
in, and to otherwise join the fray — publicly 
or otherwise. 

There’s no drama in life without con- 
flict. Just the way we are. Who wants to be 
bored ah the time? 

— Dave Coe, Mt. Shasta, CA 

EF!- 

I would like to express my dismay that 
your editorial policy is shifting from "deep 
ecology” to an emphasis on direct action. All 
the monkeywrenching in the world won't 
change people's consciousness as much as 
simple ecological truth. 

— Kurt Norris, San Diego, CA 

Dear John Davis et al. 

At first I thought the worst thing devel- 
oping at the EF! Journal these days was that it 
had become gray and dull. Now, after the last 
couple issues, I can see much deeper, more 
troubling trends are afoot. 

The editorial changes you've embarked 
upon would permanently alter the character 
of the Journal, distort EFi's image in the eyes 
of most outsiders, and cost you the support 
of a small but important core of some of the 
most committed, long-term and well-in- 
formed EF! ers. 

Your May 1 issue heralded a raft of bad 
changes. The worst is an editorial policy to 
narrow the focus of the Journal "almost ex- 
clusively (to) wilderness and wildlife matters 
and actions." EF! was founded on Deep 
Ecology, which includes a lot more than 
merely wildemess/wildlife issues, such as 
the issue of sane, orderly population reduc- 
tion: "The flourishing of human life and 
cultures is compatible with a substantial 
decrease of the human population. The 
flourishing of non-human life requires such 
a decrease" (from Deep Ecology by Devall and 
Sessions, 1985). Discussion of population 
issues often necessitates dialogue about 
immigration policy (legal and illegal), which 
is an area of debate you statedly intend to 
curtail. There are countless subjects beyond 
wildemess/wildlife that may have a bearing 
on Deep Ecology. Your restriction of the 
Journal's focus truncates this broad variety of 
issues of interest to EF! and is tantamount to 
abandoning Deep Ecology as the guiding 
principle for EF! 

Few would argue with the need to avoid 
debate on trivia or repetitive discussion in 
the Journal. But determining what is impor- 
tant and what is not is a highly subjective 
decision and one of the most significant 
responsibilities of any editor. It should not 
be taken lightly. I can think of no trivial 
debates in the Journal' s pages in the 5 or 6 
years I've subscribed. Each of these debates 
has left the movement stronger and with a 
better understanding of its priorities and 
identity. Restricting debate will only choke 
the vitality of the movement. Providing an 
open marketplace of ideas is an essential 
concept of good journalism for a reason. 

Next is your dropping "The Radical 
Environmentaljoumal" as a subtitle. "Radi- 
cal" essentially means "going to the root of 
an issue," as Dave Foreman eloquently ar- 
gued in the glory days of the Journal. His 
views about radicalism in its purest, highest 
sense — as exemplified by Thoreau, Muir, 
Brower, Paul Watson, Foreman himself, and 
others — really brought me around. Now 
that I've worked for several years to bring 
friends and acquaintances around as to the 
highest meaning of "radical" — as champi- 
oned proudest by EF! — my role model is 
backing away from the "R" word just as 
Dukakis cowardly backed off the "L" word 
merely because it was widely misunderstood 
and twisted around by a misinformed few. 
I'm Radical and proud of it! 

I Your dumping the Pagan subheadings 
( "because almost nobody could pronounce 
them” is a similar disappointment. Let's 
dump the use of the word "anthropocen- 
trism" for the same reason. It makes me 
wonder if you didn’t back away from the 
Pagan titles because of the popular miscon- 
ception of Paganism as idol worship, Satanic 
cults, etc. In any endeavor, making perma- 
nent changes on the basis of the misconcep- 
tions of a few people (or, for that matter, 
government officials and the media) is 
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A wild hardwood woman defiantly stands atop a bedded 1962 Chevy Biscayne that was planted 
by ’ wood nymphs’ in opposition to logging planned for the Shawnee National Forest 


among the gravest sacrifices of integrity. It 
demonstrates an interest in compromising 
the lowest common denominators of society 
rather than striving to elevate those around 
us to higher purposes and ideas, which 
should be our mission. 

in writing this letter I wonder if it will be 
relegated to the "internecine squabbling and 
bickering” that you seek to exclude from the 
Journal. I do feel these are extremely impor- 
tant changes in course for the Journal. After 
all, for many of us the EF! Journal as presented 
by Dave Foreman in the last decade has 
deeply and profoundly changed our lives, 
our outlook, our opinions — and largely 
because of the very elements in the Journal 
that you seek to eradicate! 

John, you are no "editorial genius" as 
someone wrote recently. Youareveryskilled 
at trimming long stories to length while 
retaining their essence. But that is the least 
of an editor's job! Basic editorial talent 
requires an ability to present a publication 
that is entertaining, compelling (even inspir- 
ing!) and bold. Your intention to narrow the 
Journal’s focus to wildemess/wildlife issues 
and to exclude certain debate within the 
movement goes counter to basic good jour- 
nalism. Your decisions to do away with 
"Radical" and "Pagan" terminology is chlck- 
enshit and serves to make the Journal a little 
duller and more like all the other enviro 
publications out there. 

My prediction would be that we'll soon 
see more changes if you don't stop: the end 
of Ned Ludd's column (attracts too many 
weirdos and radicals), or the “No Compro- 
mise" slogan (is interpreted as extreme by 
too many reporters), of four-letter words 
(makes us look like offensive bums), of in- 
flammatory artwork depicting clenched 
fists, monkeywrenches and the like (tar- 
nishes our image), etc. 

Overall your recent changes may gain 
the Journal a number of more-mainstream 
readers, but will probably cost you a small 
but deeply committed core of activists who 
will conclude that the spirit and greenfire of 
EF! Is no longer reflected in the pages of the 
Journal. I entreat you to restore the EF! 
Journal to its vigorous former self. 

— Consamed Reader, San Francisco, CA 
Ed. note: Speaking of chickenshit, note that the 
author makes a personal attack but failed to 
include a real name. — DT 

Dear Poop for Brains, 

Considering all that has occurred this 
past year my feeling is that you have per- 
formed yeoman's work in publishing the 
Journal. I like the Journal. Within the Journal 
I enjoy the variety of articles. Within the 
Journal I look for outrage. Foreman, in years 
past, did a great job of editing and writing to 
net a sense of outrage tempered with humor 
aid irony. The combination of humor, in- 
formation and outrage is what made the 
Journal and EF! 

One small point about the Journal for- 
mat . . . There was a comment in the last 
Journal that the Ramblings section was going 
to be dropped. I would regret this if it 
happens. You folks are in the middle of 
things. You people are closer to the vortex 
and I look to you and the Journal for perspec- 
tive on what is going on. Ramblings or a 
similar section is your opportunity to high- 
light issues, provide perspective and stir a 
little outrage . That's why we subscribe to the 


Journal; you folks are editors and writers, not 
typesetters! I'm sending my money so that 1 
might read what you folks write and edit into 
the Journal format. 

I appreciate that nothing stays the 
same. However, keep up the good effort and 
work. By carving away the compromise, the 
Journal has done a lot to reset the compass of 
environmentalism and our society. 

— D. Hamilton, Fairfield, LA 

EF! 

Don't let those roadkills go to waste! 
Throw them in the back of your truck and 
deposit them in the bushes upwind from the 
home or office of some odious foe. Take care 
not to hang them off fences or drape them 
over machinery. Your act will be written off 
as the work of pagans. 

— Leo Pold, Oakland, CA 

pear SFB: 

' There's a number of "human" issues 
that come up in any gathering of people. As 
a national Earth First! Rendezvous, these 
issues are usually intense, exciting, and ag- 
gravating... sometimes all at once! The 1991 
RRR will be geographically in a spot which 
will attract a large number of "first-timers" . 
. . both to the movement and to the Rendez- 
vous. I want to describe what seems to be 
some constants at RRRs; forewarned is fore- 
armed. 

First, anything can happen. There's no 
guarantees ofagood time orabad time. Also, 
a Rendezvous experience in no wav summa- 
rizes what EF! is all about. Perhaps one of the 
best reasons to go to an RRRis to meet people 
from your bioregion, and network with 
people that have similar interests. 

Indeed, sharing experiences and "ex- 
changing genetic material" (as one well- 
known EF!er puts it) are prime reasons to 
attend. Meeting like-minded folk is a real 
trip. The key here is that the EF! movement 
is enormous; a Rendezvous willundoubtedly 
contain folks which you find totally dis- 
agreeable, disconcerting, discouraging, dis- 
courteous, discursive, disgusting, etc. Herein 
are a few "types" (some of whose members 
overlap): 

The Earth First! (Epsilon Phi!) Frat Boys 
These men and women come to RRRs to blow 
steam and to be loud, obnoxious, drunk, and 
ignorant. They are hard to reason with; 
avoidance is a noble strategy. The key with 
this bunch (and many others) is that they are 
who they are: trying to change them will 
only change you. . . into one pissed-off per- 
son. 

The Crystal Crushin g Crowd These 
folks are skeptical of "Rainbozos" and are 
intolerant of Newage (rhymes with "sew- 
age"). They're not afraid to point to a crystal 
pendant and demand that it be returned to 
the Earth. Some of the Rainbow Family (aka: 
“targets") stick out the entire Rendezvous; 
the highly sensitive ones leave sooner, mut- 
tering chants about eco-brutalists. 

The Loud Voices Confrontation Is the 
drug of choice of this group. Discussions 
which entail conflict (ie: dogs at the RRR) 
sometimes are cut short by the loudest voice, 
the key is to not raise your voice and to not 
shut up. 

The Unfocused Folk Aka: "Dipshits”, 
these are usually first-timers bringing pe- 
ripheral issues to a Rendezvous. "Rent Con- 
trol is an Earth First! issue" has been heard 


from the Unfocused. Standard handling of 
these folk is a polite nod of the head and 
returning to a discussion of bio-diversity. 

An important thing to realize is that 
these groups are as small as they are notice- 
able. If you attend a RRR and are disgusted, 
etc, by one or more of these groups, deal with 
it! Confront, retreat, discuss, leave. . . do 
whatever you want to! The Rendezvous is a 
social experiment. 

Speaking of which, I'll end on a positive 
note. Many good things come out of a 
Rendezvous. Perhaps the best example of a 
successful social activity is the womyn’s ac- 
tion at the beginning of the 1990 RRR. In an 
outstanding example of how society could 
react to danger, the womyn gathered to- 
gether and got an abusive man to leave the 
Rendezvous. They ended on a positive note 
as well, encouraging him to get help and 
leaving the invitation for him to return to 
"the tribe" once he'd significantly changed. 

The next Rendezvous is near populated 
areas which are generally unfamiliar with 
Earth First! The above impressions might 
help prime a number of the "first-time Earth 
Firstiers" as to the reality of the Rendezvous. 
Hopefully, the spirit of Earth First! will be felt 
through all of the B.S., and people will con- 
tinue to be motivated to act. The Earth needs 
us! 

— Mike Stabler 
Editor: 

Please terminate my subscription and 
remove my name from your mailing list AT 
ONCE. If I receive anymoreof your literature 
(including letters requesting monetary con- 
tributions), it will be promptly returned to 
you office at your expense. 

What the Earth needs are knowledge- 
able, level headed, drug-free, mature activ- 
ists. People who are willing to attend their 
local town meetings and organize there with 
other members of their community. Snob- 
bery and separatism, holier than thou 
assholism will not help the Earth one iota! 

I've matured a lot in the past six years 
since I've been subscribing to your journal. 

You obviously have not! 

I wish to Forever more disassociate 
myself with Earth First! and all of its hippies, 
rainbows, druggies, snobs, assholes, Jerks, 
and struggling folksingers! 

— Donna Musselman, Strasburg, PA 

To the editor. 

I'd like to take this opportunity to ad- 
dress anyone who feels anything other than 
tolerance for other EF!ers who don’t share 
his/her point of view exactly. 

What we are all working for is much 
more important than getting our ways as 
individuals. I suggest, we each examine 
ourselves for separatists self-interest and 
then do a little mental housekeeping. The 
forces of separation rely on telling others 
what to believe or what to do. The spirit of 
EF! recognizes the need for each of us to do 
what we feel is right for us as an individual 
working within the context of overall EF! 
goals. 

If we can't realize how much we need 
each other as well as each person we eventu- 
ally turn on to EF! then we have absolutely 
no hope in trying to convince non-EF!ers 
how much we need each and every plant and 
animal species. It must be viewed from the 
continued on page 13 



SHAWNEE SAGA CONTINUES 


by Orin Langelle 

Since June 20, Earth Firstiers have occupied the 
Shawnee National Forest of southern Illinois (see 
EF! Journal, August 1990). They are preventing 
the Forest Service and its timber industry allies 
from conducting scheduled clearcuts in this 
hardwood forest. 

The first breech of the blockade set up 
by EFlers on the Falrview timber sale logging 
road came on August 16, Day 57, when a 
Forest Service (FS) bulldozer plowed to the 
right of the road gate occupied by 25 EFlers, 
one with a kryptonite lock around his neck. 
The dozer toppled many small trees before it 
turned left onto the logging road. Steve 
Taylor then sat in front of the dozer forcing 
it to halt. After receiving two citations, 
Taylor was finally arrested by two FS Special 
Agents. Aaron Cantor, who locked on to the 
gate with a kryptonite bicycle lock, also was 
cited. 

Despite a heavy rain the FSletthedozer, 
a backhoe, and other heavy vehicles into the 
area to begin road repair. The bulldozer's 
first obstacle was a communal tent made 
from a parachute that covered part of the 
logging road. Although the tent offered no 
resistance to the machinery, the rains forced 
the FS equipment to retreat. 

Every week since the initial occupation 
there have been major actions. When an 
official closure of the sale area went into 
effect on August 4, almost 150 protesters 
came to defy the FS decree. Bill Cronin and 
Aaron Cantor buried themselves to their 
necks in the logging road. Others main- 
tained the blockade of the gate. About 35 sat 
down in the middle of the Chautauqua Road, 
allowing only local traffic to pass. Dozens of 
media types from as far away as Chicago 
came. The FS never showed up to enforce 
their rules and EF! claimed a major victory to 
the media circus. 

In one five day period EFlers protested 
at every FS ranger station in the area. During 
a mass lobby takeover of the lair of Shawnee 
Forest Supervisor, Rodney K. Sallee, which 
brought Indiana bats, dragonflies, mush- 
rooms, trees and other EFlers together in 
solidarity, Shawnee public relations man, 
Tom Haggerty, physically pushed EFlers. 
When told that EF! wanted all timber nazls 
out of the Shawnee, Haggerty, with his usual 
quick wit, replied, "Nazi? I don’t even know 
what a Nazi is." 

One morning a young girl came run- 
ning into base camp exclaiming, ‘They're 
here!" The FS had come armed with video 


(Dear S'F'B . . . 

continued from page 12 

outside as sublimely hypocritical for us to be 

talking about the need for diversity of all at 

the same time we are squabbling amongst 

ourselves. 

— The West Virginia Wanderer 

Dear shit for brains, 

The July 21/Fort Bragg demonstration 
/ was more Amnesty International than Earth 
First! It made me sick to see certain EF! 
organizers parading around stage with shal- 
1 low humanists and knee-jerk liberals. 

Also, the majority of those demonstrat- 
ing seemed more interested in each others 
nose ear-rings and tie-dyed t-shirts than 
wilderness. 

Let's stick to biocentrism and leave the 
more anthropocentric issues, including fash- 
ion, to others. 

— C.T. White, Davis, CA 

Yeow! 

Earth First! is an organization of au- 
tonomous individuals, each member prom- 
ulgates her/his own views as they see fit, and 
as they relate to the overriding concern that 
we as a group share for the planet Earth. Does 
that make sense to you all? It damn well 
makes sense to me, and it is one of the main 
reasons that I consider myself to belong to 
Earth First! 

I am extremely pissed off with individu- 
als who presume to either speak for the group 
as a whole or who presume to speak for me 
personally! at the recent RRR here in Mon- 
tana (which 1 was unable to attend as I am 
incarcerated here) it was announced 
through the media that the direction of 
Earth First! was changing and that mon- 
keywrenching was ho longer supported or 
encouraged. Also it was made plain that the 
shift would now be made towards non-vio- 
lent protest and kissing the corporate butt. 

Of course, we all know that the world is 
a much safer place now because all of the 
nuclear weapons, power plants, and waste 
dumps were effectively done away with by 
non-violent protest. Now I have nothing 


cams and still cameras to document the 
EFlers, in hopes of identifying them. Dozens 
of bandanas went up over faces and the FS 
officials were greeted by all with a friendly, 
"Hi, my name is Judi" or "Hi, my name is Dar- 
ryl." 

On another of the many times since the 
occupation began that the Freddies came 
into camp to practice their filming skills, 
they aroused protesters’ ire by arriving just 
after dawn. To even things up, the next 
morning a contingent of EFlers with cameras 
went to the Murphysboro Ranger Station 
(Murphysboro, IL) at dawn to document the 
other side. Evidently FS Special Agent Phil 
Kuntz was tipped off to this action and he 
arrived bleary eyed to find EFlers photo- 
graphing arriving FS employees and taking 
down license plate numbers in the parking 
lot. When the Murphysboro Police Depart- 
ment came, accommodating EFlers offered 
all coffee and doughnuts. Of course the 
police refused. Not to be out done by the FS 
and their closure notices, EFlers that morn- 
ing posted a closure notice of their own on 
the ranger stations which ended, "all those 
entering this station will be doing so under 
threat of bad karma." 

In a bizarre twist, EFlers awoke one day 
to find a 1962 Chevy Biscayne planted on the 
logging road and painted with the logo 
"HELP STOP USFS." Flowers decorated the 
road down to the car. EFlers speculated that 
the car was left by wood nymphs, as EFlers 
would not go so far as to actually plant a 
vehicle in a logging road. 

The FS was not amused by the Biscayne 
bedding and, as usual, came out to practice 
their video and still skills. As the Freddies 
tromped about to document the car and 
flowers, another FS ranger was left unat- 
tended in his vehicle. While he was eating 
his lunch, a group of EFlers surrounded the 
pick-up and began musically drumming on 
it. When the beat became too melodious the 
ranger radioed to his cronies at the planted 
auto. They all got back into their vehicle and 
were chased by EFlers down the road. 

Later in the afternoon District Ranger 
Larry Burkhart arrived with a journalist and 
photographer from the Southern Illinoisian 
hoping to show that EFlers are car litterers, 
not environmentalists. As Burkhart lead the 
press past the car, wolf howls resounded 
from ridge to ridge in the closure area. The 
next day coverage in the Illinoisian was 
humorous and favorable. 

Although no cutting had (or has) oc- 


against people who engage in non-violent 
protest and I have engaged in such behavior 
myself. I feel that as an option it can have a 
certain validity but it should not be made 
into an all encompassing Earth First! creed. 
Perhaps we need to blow up a few (take your 
pick) now and then in order to show that we 
are not satisfied with the status quo. 

Civil disobedience means not that you 
are upset about the way things are done but 
rather that you are upset about one particular 
thing. Thus by engaging in Civil disobedi- 
ence a person reaffirms the bulk of society's 
contemporary standards. A person engaged 
in civil disobedience submits to the rule of 
law willingly and as an example for others to 
follow, but by this action they are admitting 
that the basic premises of that society are 
CORRECT . 

So are we going to send a message that 
with the exception of this, or maybe that, we 
feel that it should be business as usual? Not 
me and don’t you ever presume to speak for 
me again goddamn you! If you want to be the 
big EF!er speaker and suck up to the media at 
RRRs, speak for yourself and state to the 
media that you are speaking for yourself. As 
for me. . . I think that John Zaelit's cartoon in 
a recent EF! Journal says it rather well, "To 
hell with layin' down in front of 'em!" That 
is my belief and I would never imply that it 
represents the entire collective that we call 
Earth First!, nor would I attempt to represent 
that my view is the Earth First! view. So don't 
you ever again speak for me. 

— Daniel Remington, Deer Lodge, MT 

Dear Shit: 

Barry Commoner has summed up what 
EF! is all about. In an interview, he used 
recycling as an example. He said a lot of 
environmentally minded people think it's 
great if there's a law requiring 25% recycling. 
But that's bad. It's bad because if you pass a 
law for 25% recycling, you're guaranteeing 
75% incineration. He said if you're recycling 
to feel good, 25% is great. If you're recycling 
to solve the trash problem, you need to go for 
the maximum possible amount. 

Sounds like NO COMPROMISE to me! 

— Grin 


curred in the Falrview timber area, we 
learned on day 67 that logging was starting 
in the Big Ranch timber area— the first log- 
ging in the Shawnee National Forest this 
year. The next day a band of EFlers went 
there and dropped a banner in the cutting 
area which featured a skull and "tools" logo 
and stated "BEWARE-BACK OFF— EARTH 
FIRST!" Soon after, FS officials came to base 
camp with citations for violating a closure 
area, two of which they issued to John Wal- 
lace and Randall Thomas. (Thomas and 
Wallace were ordered to appear in federal 
court the following morning. They asked for 
a continuance until they could find a ride; 
the continuance was denied and bench 
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pines when the first townspeople arrived - 
just for the show. We shared our feelings 
with a few, gave several of them Glacial 
Erratics, and it began to look like another 
pissing-into-the-wind demonstration. As 
the crowd grew larger, though, more loud- 
mouths became vocal. A State Trooper ap- 
peared and looked lost. I asked him if we 
could step aside so I could explain why we 
were there and explain our non-violent 
approach. We talked as we walked to his car, 
then he drove away. That was the extent of 
police involvement. 

As the crowd grew, men backed a pick- 
up to our human road-block and started to 
bump us without much sign of respect for 
life. A brute started to clear the road. Being 
rather oxen-like in frame and IQ, he grabbed 
the smallest woman he could see among us 
and threw her to the ground - just like at 
home. Her mate and the rest of us were able 
to restrain ourselves and avoid escalating the 
violence, but it was close. Next they poured 
oil into the carburetor of the pick-up to 
smoke us out, but because some of us live on 
interstates, this only cleared our heads - and 
a good thing too. 

Blockaders Blockaded 

We were able to defuse many of the 
vigilantes when we talked to them one-on- 
one, but the crowd was growing fast. We 
were thinking we should thank them for 
their hospitality and bolt. About the time 
one would expect the State Police and DEC to 
show with handcuffs and a bus, the vigilan- 
tes announced that we weren’t going to 
leave. They had the exit blocked. Greasers 
were rolling up their sleeves, and gunshots 
were being fired down the road, near their 
blockade. Discussion had ended and 
shouted threats had replaced the curiosity of 
an hour before. 

About the time I figured how long it 
would take us to run to Albany, Gerdts real- 
ized that gang murder would not serve his 
purpose. Both parties held a quick parley. If 
we left now, he would escort our cars. Soon 
we were headed out, but when we reached 
their truck blockade, we were held up again 
because "someone couldn't find their keys." 

Assault on TV 

The press had arrived and the people 
near us seemed unthreatening; most of the 
hot-heads were still back arguing what they 
should have done with our bodies. As I 
explained our issue to Burlington, VT Chan- 
nel 3, an older man started yelling as he raced 
along the road. He was one of the men who 
had lied and distorted the truth to excite the 
locals. The last thing he wanted was to have 
the people of Vermont and New York know 
what type of carpet-baggers were behind the 
anti^Park noise. So, rather than let me finish 
the interview, he sucker-punched me. Fortu- 
nately, I saw it coming and mitigated (can't 
use that word favorably very often) his 
punch. His second swing caused me to land 
on the ground. 


warrants have been issued for both.) 

In other efforts to educate and inspire 
the community, EFlers have sponsored hoe- 
downs with local talent and have drawn over 
200 folks in support of the Shawnee defense. 
August 26-28 found the Redwood Summer 
Roadshow at base camp. Magical tribal mud 
dances have occurred spontaneously. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Come to our 
base camp in the Shawnee, or begin a cam- 
paign to protect your local forest. For 
Shawnee updates please contact Big River 
EF!, POB 189, Pacific, MO 63069 or call Orin 
(314)-257-2437, Rene (618)-684-4332 or the 
Pomona General Store (618)-893-2997. 


In what seemed like a split second later, 
I had been rescued, and was being asked by 
the same reporter how I felt now? Did I spike 
trees? Have I ever damaged heavy equip- 
ment? Would Earth First! come back? (One 
intrepid EF!er responded, "Probably not dur- 
ing daylight.") The reporter didn't have a 
clue about Wilderness, the hamlet, its citi- 
zens, or the demonstration. 

Close Crane Pond Road 

Crane Pond Road is in Wilderness and is 
illegal. [State Wilderness in New York is 
protected under roughly the same guidelines 
as federal Wilderness.] According to the 
DEC, the town tested the road closure in 
court, and the court ruled it is legal. The 
town is now appealing this to a higher court. 
Their chances of winning are very slim, but... 

Who is paying for this appeal? Is it a 
special interest group? 

The road was closed on 4 December 
1989, and boulders were put in place to stop 
cars on December 13. There was no public 
opposition. 

When the "The Adirondack Park in the 
Twenty-First Century" report was released in 
May, anti-Park developers agitated locals 
into removing the "Rocks of Shame" and 
riding them down to the capital on a flat-bed 
towed behind a honeywagon. The develop- 
ers are saying the road should be kept open 
for handicapped people. DEC wants the road 
closed and maintained as one of a few handi- 
capped access wilderness trails. The DEC 
needs help on this one. Tell DEC we support 
this road closure. Maintaining it as handi- 
capped access may be a compromise, but not 
having access for handicapped people might 
jeopardize the creation of Wilderness else- 
where. 

What You Can Do 

‘Contact the Director of DEC, Region 5 
Field Office, Route 86, Ray Brook, NY 12977, 
(518) 891-1370. Tell them to enforce their 
own laws so that alleged outlaw environ- 
mentalists don’t have to do it for them. 

‘Contact NY Governor Mario Cuomo, 
Executive Chamber, State Capitol, Albany, 
NY 12224, (518) 474-8390. Tell him to grow 
a spine. Right now, because he has deferred 
to motel developers instead of endorsing the 
surprisingly sane "Adirondack Park in the 
Twenty-First Century" report, the Adiron- 
dacks are being run by vigilantes. If he 
doesn't act now, mob rule will destroy the 
Park. Demand a full investigation of the 
performance of the State Police who refused 
to keep the peace. Ask him if he thinks it 
would have been OK if an EF!er had been 
killed by his mob. 

‘Call Donald Gerdts's Citizen Council 
of the Adirondacks and ask how develop- 
ment will save the way of life they are fight- 
ing to save. Tell Gerdts he looked great on 
Channel 3 threatening to bring 5000 deer 
rifles to the next demonstration on behalf of 
preserving biodiversity. 

‘Go out and close a road for Wilderness! 



Trey Herb, an independent film producer who spend most of the summer documenting the Shawnee 
NF encampment, was arrested for obstructing Justice and had his video equipment confiscated. 


Adirondack Vigilantes . , . 
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HAWAIIAN MILITARIZATION CONTINUES 


According to the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, 383 native Hawaiian species are in 
danger of extinction: 55 listed as Endan- 
gered and 328 candidates for listing. The 
Center for Plant Conservation estimates that 
205 plant species are endangered in their 
wild Hawaiian habitats. A major and often 
overlooked cause of the deterioration of 
Hawaii's environment is the military. 

Hawaii is arguably the most militarized 
state in the nation. As of 1985 it ranked sixth 
in nuclear Infrastructure facilities and four- 
teenth in number of stored nuclear warheads 
(345) and had "one of the largest concentra- 
tions of combat units in the US," according 
to William Arkin and Richard Fieldhouse in 
Nuclear Battlefields (Ballinger, 1985). All this 
in a land area of only 6425 square miles. An 
entire 45-square-mile island, Kaho'o-lawe, 
has been used for decades for live-firing and 
bombing exercises. Facilities for the destruc- 
tion of chemical weapons and for the Strate- 
gic Defense Initiative (SD1) pose new threats 
to Hawaii's environment. 

Nerve Gas Destruction 

In March the United States and West 
Germany announced that they had agreed 
(without consulting any of the Pacific 
peoples) to transfer US artillery shells loaded 
with VX and GB nerve gas, from West Ger- 
many to a destruction facility for chemical 
weapons on Johnston Atoll, about 825 miles 
southwest of Honolulu. The atoll is "an 
unincorporated US territory" that in the 
19th century belonged to the Kingdom of 
Hawaii. By law (US PL 91-672), chemical 
weapons made in this country and stored 
abroad cannot be returned to the continen- 
tal United States. 

Since gaining effective control of 
Johnston Atoll in 1934, the US military has 
dredged and filled to increase the number of 
islands In the atoll from two to four and the 
size of Kalama Island (Johnston Island) from 
46 to 625 acres — even though the atoll is a 
National Wildlife Refuge. Kalama Island has 
become, in effect, an artificial platform eight 
feet above sea level. It is the site of a facility 
kept ready for resumption of atmospheric 
nuclear testing as well as of a Loran-C (navi- 
gation) station and a recently completed 
incineration center. The US Army considers 
Kalama Island suitable for chemical weapons 
destruction, as, in its words, "most accidents 
would cause little loss of human life because 
[the] agent would be blown out to sea." 

In the eyes of native peoples and others 
concerned with protecting the environ- 
ment, the fact that any harmful substances 
released would be dispersed in and over the 
Pacific Ocean makes the site particularly 
dangerous. In a memorandum on the 
Army's plan, the Federated States of Micro- 
nesia write that they cherish "the Environ- 
mental Integrity of the Pacific Ocean": 
"...the surface and subsurface of the oceans 
are the basic earth environment in which 
islanders live. Our waters are in constant 
motion, subject to winds and currents. 
Marine life is highly migratory. Physical 
events in any one place, however remote, 
potentially affect lands and peoples thou- 
sands of miles away." 

The Army divides the process of trans- 
porting and destroying the nerve gas into 
three stages, for only the last of which it has 
carried out a public environmental analysis, 
the Draft and the Final Second Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statements (SSEISs). 
The military does not analyze at all the first 
stage, transportation within Europe; and it 
analyzes the second stage, transportation 
from Europe to 1 2 miles from Kalama Island, 
only In a secret Global Commons Environ- 
mental Assessment. Furthermore, the SSEISs 
do not adequately cover even the limited 
subject they treat. 

In the final SSEIS the Army states that a 


The trial of the Arizona 5 on conspiracy 
charges is currently scheduled for October 23 
in the Phoenix federal court. The trial may 
be delayed by another week or two, but the 
defendents expect it to start no later than No- 
vember. 

Four of the 5 — Marc Baker, Mark Davis, 
Dave Foreman, and Peg Millett — were ar- 
rested in May of last year on a variety of 
charges. The fifth, Ilse Asplund, was charged 
last December. 

The initial arrests came after a two-year 
FBI undercover operation, and were an- 
nounced at a government press conference 
with much fanfare. An FBI agent said the 
bureau was involved to stop "terrorism" and 
a U.S. attorney called the arrests "a signifi- 
cant development in law enforcement." At 
the time it was stated that the government 
expected more arrests to follow. Many EFIers 
were called before a federal grand jury, but 
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worst case marine spill would release 59,200 
pounds of nerve gas into the Pacific Ocean, 
but does not quantify the "devastation" that 
would be caused. It states that an atmos- 
pheric release of nerve gas would be lethal for 
only 110 miles, but fails to estimate the 
sublethal effects at greater distances. It does 
not admit that releases of dioxins and furans 
during routine incinerator operation may 
have significant effects on the environment. 
Furthermore, it does not discuss in realistic 
terms the effects of routine incineration or of 
accidents on Threatened and Endangered 
Species, including the Humpback Whale, 
Green Sea Turtle, Hawksbill Sea Turtle, and 
possibly the Monk Seal. 

Weather conditions that invite disaster 
are not considered. In 1972 and in 1984 
hurricanes lashed Kalama Island with winds 
of 75 to 150 miles an hour and waves 35 to 45 
feet high. Both hurricanes forced the evacu- 
ation of all US personnel. 

Various accidents have already taken 
place on Kalama Island. Although it has been 
a part of the Johnston Atoll National Wildlife 
Refuge since 1926, it was contaminated by 
radioactivity from tests of rocket-launched 
nuclear warheads in the late 1950s and early 
60s, and in the 70s by dioxin from Agent 
Orange. Jon M. Van Dyke, Director of the 
University of Hawaii Institute for Peace, 
pointed out in hearings on the weapons 
transfer that in 1 986 the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service included Johnston Atoll NWRin a list 
of its ten Refuges "in greatest need of imme- 
diate cleanup." 

Transfer of the West German nerve gas 
to Kalama Island is slated to begin this fall. 
Incineration will take place up to four years 
after the gas has arrived, as chemical agents 
previously stored on the island, including 
gas from Okinawa, will be burned first. 
Greenpeace International and Greenpeace — 
USA are currently engaged in legal action to 
prevent the transfer. 

The London Dumping Convention, 
codified by the US Congress in the Ocean 
Dumping Ban Act of 1988, forbids "incinera- 
tion at sea." The Federated States of Microne- 
sia insist that, since the nerve gas facility is 
entirely on artificial land, burning gas there 
will violate this prohibition. 

The most telling arguments against the 
transfer and incineration may be the draft 
SSEIS's statement that nerve gas stored in the 
United States should be destroyed on site 
because of the dangers of transportation, and 
an assertion by Greenpeace that the Army 
has been negligent in failing to consider 
destroying the gas in Germany. The Army, 
Greenpeace says, should research the possi- 
bility of employing in Germany a proven 
neutralization technology and breaking 
down the resulting large volume of salts with 
new biological or abiotic processes. 

SDI and Other Ominous Acro- 
nyms 

Hawaiian SDI facilities, planned or in 
operation, include the Air Force Maui Opti- 
cal Station on the summit of Haleakala, the 
Advanced Launch System (ALS) proposed for 
Big Island, and the Kauai Test Facility (KTF) 
on the 779-hectare Pacific Missile Range 
Facility (PMRF) at Barking Sands on the west 
coast of the island of Kauai. The optical 
station has already bounced a laser beam off 
a mirror on a satellite to a target board at 
Kihei, also on Maui. ALS is intended to 
launch payloads of up to 160,000 pounds, 
more than five times the weight lifted by the 
space shuttle. KTF will be used for Exoat- 
mospheric Discrimination Experiments 
(EDX) and for the Strategic Target System 
(STARS). 

EDX entails launching single-stage 
ARIES rocket boosters carrying sensors that 
will watch missiles traveling from California 
to Kwajalein Atoll. STARS consists of re- 


Asplund was the only additional person 
charged. 

This spring defense attorney Dan Con- 
ner found a recording of undercover agent 
Mike Fain explaining the political motiva- 
tion behind the pursuit of Foreman. Talking 
to other agents, Fain said Foreman "isn't the 
guy we need to pop — I mean in terms of 
actual perpetrator. This is the guy we need to 
pop to send a message." 

When a reporter asked Stephen Mitch- 
ell, assistant U.S. attorney in charge of 
Foreman’s prosecution, to comment on the 
tape, he said, "It is patently unfair when 
parties or individuals attempt to try a case 
before the media." 

Donations are still needed for the legal 
defense of the AZ 5. Send to: Legal Defense 
Fund, POB 4666, Salem, OR 97302. 

— Dale Turner 


entry experiments using missiles traveling 
from Kauai to the Kwajalein area. The mili- 
tary expects to conduct three EDX launches 
a year for three years and four STARS 
launches a year for ten years. 

The impact of ALS and of the Rocket 
Launch Facility, a huge, nominally commer- 
cial venture planned for Big Island, are dis- 
cussed in an article by Jay Hanson in Earth 
Island Journal (summer 1990) . Here we 
present salient points from the US Army's 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for STARS, 
released August 6, to give some indication of 
the effect of SDI on Kauai. 

Each of the three stages of STARS mis- 
siles will have solid rocket motors (SRMs). 
Emissions from the first stage will be small 
compared to emissions from a Titan IV (2% 
as great) and space shuttle (1% as great); but 
nevertheless significant. Per launch, they 
include 7845 pounds of aluminum oxide, 
5 193 pounds of carbon monoxide, and 3475 
pounds of hydrochloric acid, which contrib- 
utes to acid fall out. During the second stage 
of each launch, 198 pounds of freon, an 
ozone-destroying chemical, will be released. 

The noise of previous rocket launches 
from KTF, including impact on wildlife, has 
not been monitored. "The nearest off-base 
residential area is Kekaha, which is approxi- 
mately 13 kilometers (8 miles) away." 

"From 1981 through 1989 approxi- 
mately 519 sounding rockets, 481 drones, 
and 8 hand-held rockets were launched from 
PMRF .... In addition, KTF [which is 
operated by Sandia Laboratories] launched 
28 sounding rockets from 1983 through 
1989." To maintain air quality, the military 
relies on the fact that "launch emissions are 
quickly dispersed and ambient concentra- 
tions diluted" over the Pacific Ocean. 

Payloads for some of the STAR launches 
will include liquid propellant hydrazines 
and nitrogen tetroxide (N204). These 
chemicals "are highly toxic and injurious to 
humans, plants, and animal life." In the 
event of "booster failure or flight termina- 
tion," the propellant tanks would "be rup- 
tured, dispersing and partially burning the 
liquids so that full quantities do not impact 
on the ground or water together." 

An experiment to be conducted during 
one or two STARS launches involves "the 
deliberate venting of [30 gallons of] un- 
burned hydrazine fuel into the exoat- 
mosphere for the purpose of collecting sen- 
sor data (via satellite) regarding fuel vent 
phenomenology." Potential impacts in- 
clude "(1) temporary ozone depletion in the 
upper atmosphere, resulting in short dura- 
tions of increased ultraviolet radiation 
reaching the earth’s surface, and (2) the 
production of nitrosamines, a known car- 
cinogen." 

Rare species in or near KTF include the 
fem Adder's Tongue ( Ophioglossum concin- 
num), a Category 1 candidate for listing as an 
Endangered Species. It is found in the area 
where concrete pads are to be constructed. 
The pads will be placed in such a way as to 
avoid individual plants and/or plants are to 
be transplanted to "any appropriate habitat 
(that currently supports the species) within 
PMRF." 

"Two protected migratory birds that 
nest on the PMRF" are the Laysan Albatross 
( Diomedea immutabilis) and the Wedge- 


ed. note: Of late, the many federal and state 
agencies with jurisdiction over lands in the 
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem (GYE) have 
undertaken efforts to coordinate the heretofore 
haphazard management of the Ecosystem. Here 
Wolf Action Network coordinator Tom Skeele 
reports on two of these efforts. 

Beleaguered Buffalo 

Yellowstone National Park , Montana 
Department of Fish Wildlife and Parks, and 
the US Forest Service have begun formulat- 
ing a long-term Bison management plan. For 
the past couple years, Bison have been sub- 
ject to a shooting gallery when they cross 
over the YNP boundary onto Montana lands 
(see June issue). Their crimes are carrying a 
disease which allegedly they could spread to 
cows on lands adjacent to the Park, and 
knowing only natural boundaries; being 
blind to political ones, they are guilty until 
proven dead. 

Some Bison females may be carriers of 
Brucellosis, a disease that can cause cows to 
abort their calves. Montana considers itself 
a "Brucellosis-free state," and will go to 
lengths to preserve this status and its live- 
stock industry. 

In a press release soliciting public com- 
ment, the planners listed six alternatives. 
Only one alternative, "Bison would be al- 
lowed to roam across boundaries with no 


tailed Shearwater ( Puffinus pacificus chlo- 
rorhynchus) . "Nesting albatross may be 
flushed off their nests by loud noise or the 
proximity of construction personnel." The 
Endangered Hawaiian Monk Seal and Hawai- 
ian Hoary Bat "may be present on PMRF." 
The Threatened Green Sea Turtle ( Chelonia 
mydas) at times nests on PMRF, and Endan- 
gered Humpback Whale ( Megaptera novaean- 
gliae) pass through the channel between 
Kauai and Niihau islands, over which the 
rockets will fly. 

The Threatened Newell's Shearwater 
( Puffinus newelli) may be attracted to and 
disoriented by floodlights during construc- 
tion. "Impacts on this species are expected to 
be potentially significant but mitigable." 
Mitigation would include using a lighting 
system approved by the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service to minimize upward glare. 

Dunes on PMRF support a well-devel- 
oped native strand community. This com- 
munity will not be disturbed by construction 
but is in the zone that would be impacted by 
an accident during launch. 

PMRF and the surrounding area contain 
"numerous recorded and unrecorded ar- 
chaeological sites"; and maps indicate a 
‘"major ancient burial ground’ in the dune 
area." If "any human remains" are "discov- 
ered or inadvertently disturbed" the military 
will allow a "ceremony" by "a Hawaiian 
priest ( Kahuna pule) ." 

The off-base lands within the 10,000- 
foot-radius launch hazard arc are owned by 
the State of Hawaii and include 62 hectares of 
Polihale State Park and 688 hectares of for- 
mer wetland drained to create a sugar planta- 
tion. The state transferred PMRF to the 
military under executive orders mandating 
public access to the PMRF coastline. Never- 
theless, an agreement is being negotiated by 
PMRF, the State of Hawaii, and Kekaha Sugar 
Company to prermit evacuation of the hazard 
area "ten minutes prior to and after launch 
for safety reasons." “PMRF security forces on 
the ground, in boats, and in helicopters (if 
necessary), would use sweep and search 
measures to ensure that all areas within the 
launch hazard area are verified clear of 
people (except mission-essential person- 
nel)." (Pity the poor picnickers.) 

The damage that will be doneby STARS 
is admittedly far less than that wrought by 
the sp>ace shuttle — Soviet scientists charge 
that 300 launchings of the US space shuttle a 
year would completely destroy the ozone 
layer (Space News, Feb. 12-18, 1990). Never- 
theless, STARS will contribute to the ozone 
problem as it will to the decline of native 
Hawaiian spiecies and ecosystems. And, in 
the eyes of all except SDI enthusiasts, STARS 
serves no useful purpose whatsoever. 

note: Greenpeace-US kindly furnished 
us with copies of documents on the transpor- 
tation and incineration of nerve gas. Bruce 
Harlow, Jay Hanson, and Gar Smith also 
contributed materials for this article, as did 
the US Army.. 

What you can do: Write, opposing 
the militarization of Hawaii, to Governor 
John Waihee III, State Capitol, 5th Floor, 
Honolulu, Hawaii 9681 3; and to Hawaiian 
Senators Daniel Inouye and Spark M. 
Matsunaga, US Senate, Washington, DC 
20510. 

— Mary Davis 


restraint and no restrictions or control out- 
side the park, ” is worth supporting. To sup- 
port the no control alternative, write to 
Bison Management Plan, POB 168, Yel- 
lowstone NP, WY 82190. 

Vague Visions 

The Forest Service and National Park 
Service are working together, under the reas- 
suring title of the Greater Yellowstone Coor- 
dinating Committee, to create a "framework 
for coordination in the Greater Yellowstone 
Area.” Though the document, now in draft 
form, is titled "Vision for the Future," it is 
anything but visionary! They weren't even 
brave enough to call the "area" what it is — 
an ecosystem, largely intact, 11.7 million 
acres of it publically owned, and in need of 
strong protection from an onslaught of de- 
velopment. 

The document takes plains to please 
folks on both sides of the fence. Preservation 
of biodiversity, historic and cultural re- 
sources, renowned fisheries, and geothermal 
systems are goals of the compromising 
committee even as are providing a continu- 
ous supply of timber, oil and gas, minerals, 
improved rangeland conditions, and quality 
recreational opportunities. The dazzling ar- 
ray of wordage is best encapsulated by the 
continued on page 15 
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Resistance as a form of elegy 

The late (deceased) Murrelet Grove rose 
on a small knoll about 40 miles inland of the 
northern California town of Eureka. It en- 
compassed the headwaters of an unnamed 
stream that flowed into the Elk River. At a 
minuscule 200 acres, Murrelet Grove was 
one of the largest remaining old-growth 
Coast Redwood stands in private hands. Its 
centuries-old trees supported its namesake 
bird, the endangered (though not listed as 
such by the feds) Marbled Murrelet, which 
spends most of its time at sea but flies at dawn 
and dusk up streams to nest in the moss of an 
upper bough of an ancient tree — sort of an 
avian salmon. 

When the first actions started there, 
Murrelet was surrounded by roads and 
clearcuts, including the remains of All Spe- 
cies Grove, butchered in 1987 despite heroic 
Earth First! resistance. When the actions 
ended, Murrelet was almost all gone, blend- 
ing into an otherworldly landscape of bare 
rock skid roads, stumps and dust. Murrelet is 
"owned" by Maxxam Corporation. 

Murrelet Grove was the site for more 
than a week in August of sustained back- 
woods blockades and machinery shut- 
downs. The actions signaled a significant 
shift in the tone of Redwood Summer, which 
previously emphasized public demonstra- 
tions and attempts to forge alliances with 
disaffected timber industry workers. In 
contrast, the fight for Murrelet Grove, while 
starting with classic civil disobedience, 
evolved into guerrilla-style slowdowns of 
logging trucks. The tactics refined in Mur- 
relet hold the greatest new potential for fu- 
ture mass actions against destruction of 
wildlands. They also serve as an effective 
means of training monkeywrenchers. 

One night in the first week of August, 
activists from the Wild Rockies and else- 
where sneaked into Murrelet. In their wake, 
massive rock blockades appeared on a nearby 
timber haul road. Unfortunately, blockades 
that took several activists hours to build were 
quickly demolished in the morning by a 
bulldozer. Plan 2 began as 24 activists locked 
themselves to gates and machinery the fol- 
lowing morning. After being cut loose hours 
later by the police, several were forced to 
spend eight hours handcuffed in their heavy 
night (cold weather) clothes in a hot police 
van, a clear violation of the constitutional 
prohibition on cruel and unusual punish- 
ment. Three days in jail followed that expe- 
rience. 

The next series of actions returned to 
the surreptitious blockade motif. About 70 
people entered the area surrounding the 
grove. They varied in experience from those 
who spend most of their time in the 
backcountry, to newcomers who had rarely 
been camping. Working in small affinity 
groups, at night and in the more dangerous 
daylight, we built roadblocks of slash piles, 
downed logs, and rocks. These obstructions 
were sufficient to force log truck drivers to 
stop and move them by hand, and some- 
times necessitated the diversion of a front 
end loader from its job piling trees to a new 
one clearing roads. For two days and nights 
activists played cat and mouse with 
Maxxam, blocking the roads surrounding 
and entering Murrelet. Security and police 
vehicles cruised the roads looking for block- 


Yellowstone . . . 

continued from page 14 
statement of the co-chairs (whose voices are 
probably squeaky from riding the fence so 
long) that "These goals will emphasize con- 
servation of the sense of naturalness and 
ecosystem integrity in the Greater Yellow- 
stone Area while continuing to provide a 
diversity of livelihoods." 

Granted, this sort of "public involve- 
ment process" can be almost enough to make 
an activist retch; but this one is a bit promis- 
ing in that the fed’s are discussing public 
lands management at an ecosystem level 
(though they are afraid to call it that). The 
plan could be implemented as early as this 
winter, and its present focus needs to be 
changed. 

If enough voices speak out for protec- 
tion of the Greater Yellowstone Ecosys- 
tem, National Forest and National Park 
plans may get amended. The deadline for 
comment is October 14, and you can re- 
ceive the draft document from GYA Team 
Leader, POB 2556 Billings, MT 59103 (406) 
657-6361. 

— Tom Skeele, WAN 


aders; but attired in forest camouflage and 
lying flat in brambles and tall grass, we were 
hard to spot from a pickup buck. 

Occasionally, we would dive into the 
thickets too late for concealment. The 
pickup would stop, and security or sheriff 
deputies would rush out. Since almost all the 
roads were dug into steep slopes, our only 
recourse was to tumble down virtual cliffs 
through a maze of second growth trees, vines 
and bushes. The wounded, recovering Earth 
is not hospitable to large, ungainly mam- 
mals. Almost all of us escaped, since few cops 
or security goons felt like following us down. 
Amazingly, nobody broke any bones in these 
escapades. 

The second night, in an unwise move, 
the group met on a road to plan a mass 
action. Before any planning could begin, we 
heard a pickup hit one of our barricades. The 
pickup stopped and the driver started firing 
shots into the air, into the woods. . . no one 
knew where. With over fifty people as- 
sembled and no flashlights, our normal 
hiding procedures broke down into panic, as 
everyone rushed for what little cover could 
be found. Fortunately, the driver decided 
not to risk more blockades and didn't come 
closer, but had he done so, his panic and ours 
could have proved fatal. Soon our herd came 
out of the woods and dispersed into saner, 
small groups to sleep in areas with more 
cover. 

The next morning we decided that 
about two-thirds of the group would occupy 
Murrelet itself to stop the cutting, while the 
rest would do support — more road blockades 
to stop police and logging trucks alike. No 
one wanted to get arrested; but as they sur- 
rounded a giant tree being cut, most of the 
occupiers were surrounded by loggers and 
then cops. Thirty-seven got popped, and 


Ancient forests on federally owned 
public land are still under attack. Although 
the Northern spotted owl has been listed as 
a threatened species by the US Fish & Wild- 
life Service, no program to protect its ancient 
forest habitat has been implemented. Pacific 
Northwest lawmakers continue to favor 
short-term, temporary "compromises" 
which amount to a postponement of protec- 
tion of ancient forest for as long as possible. 

Last year, Oregon Senator Mark Hatfield 
attached a "rider" to the appropriations bill 
to override a court injunction on logging in 
ancient forest habitat for the spotted owl. 
This "rider from hell" mandated a level of 
clearcutting on public land approximately 
twice any previous annual cut level, and 
stripped citizens' rights to enforce environ- 
mental law in the courts. Hatfield is expected 
to introduce similar legislation this year. 
Meanwhile, the Bush Administration is at- 
tempting to circumvent and weaken the 
Endangered Species Act by convening spe- 
cial administration-level committees such as 
the so-called "God Squad." 

Although some Congresspeople have 
introduced bills to protect ancient forests, 
such as the Jontz-sponsored Ancient Forest 
Protection Act, the antics of Hatfield, Bush & 
Co. may ensure that there is little or nothing 
left to save by the time any major legislation 
passes. 

Since the listing of the Northern spotted 
owl, the US Forest Service and Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) submitted the remain- 
der of their planned 1 990 sales to the US Fish 
& Wildlife Service for a decision on whether 
the planned timber cuts would jeopardize 
the spotted owl. As expected, Fish & Wildlife 
recently handed back all 900 sales, involving 
118,000 acres in Washington, Oregon & 
Northern California federal forests, with “no 
jeopardy" decisions. The Forest Service and 
BLM are now proceeding to auction, award 
and cut these timber sales. 

In April of this year, an interagency 
scientific committee appointed by Congress 
to study the Northern spotted owl submitted 
a report known as the "Jack Ward Thomas 
report." This report confirmed that the 
spotted owl is in jeopardy and recommended 
protecting hundreds of new Habitat Conser- 
vation Areas (HCA’s) scattered from Marin 
County to the Canadian border. Most of the 
proposed HCA's are larger than 50,000 acres, 
but include clearcuts, roads and lakes as well 
as stands of ancient forest. Until Fish & 
Wildlife decides on a program to protect the 
spotted owl (which is likely to include the 
recommendations of the Jack Ward Thomas 
report), the government is allowing the For- 


only one got away. The blockaders, facing 
increased police presence, didn't succeed in 
blocking much, though most escaped cus- 
tody. 

Murrelet Grove is gone, another 
ephemeral name in another ecosystem that 
is already just a point of reference in the 
sordid history of the end of life on Earth. But 
dozens of activists witnessed this routine 
apocalypse. More importantly, they slowed 
it down, costing Maxxam thousands of dol- 
lars in stoppages and security costs. They 
evaded intense pursuit in the woods, and 


est Service and BLM to sell and award timber 
sales in HCA's. If Fish & Wildlife decides to 
protect the HCA's, the government will buy 
back any stands of timber that have been 
sold and awarded but not yet cut. 

As a result, hundreds of thousands of 
acres of ancient forest are being auctioned off 
at the block and may be clearcut within the 
next few months. With only 5% of the origi- 
nal ancient forest habitat remaining in the 
Pacific Northwest, we estimate that we have 
about 5 years remaining at this rate of cutting 
before the ancient forest is forever obliter- 
ated as a viable ecosystem. 

WE NEED TO BUY TIME FOR THE 
ANCIENT FORESTS! 

Earth First! and the Environmental 
Party have joined forces to slow the cutting 
of ancient forests as much as possible 
through nonviolent direct action this fall. 
We are calling this campaign "Douglas Fir 
Fall." Sound familiar? Shades of Redwood 
Summer? 

While Doug Fir Fall is modelled after 
Redwood Summer in many ways, we do not 
expect as large an influx of people from out 
of the state. We expect Doug Fir Fall to 
consist of smaller, more direct actions, car- 
ried out mostly by local activists in their own 
areas. For those coming from other areas to 
help, we do have a base camp which is 
currently at the Environmental Party head- 
quarters in Harrisburg, approximately 15 
miles north of Eugene. 

Our first action of Doug Fir Fall took 
place at the Detroit Ranger Station of the 
Willamette National Forest on Friday, Sep- 
tember 7, where 30-40 people stopped the 
auction of two timber sales located in the 
Breitenbush HCA for about 2 hours by drum- 
ming on the building and blowing whistles 
and air horns. Eight people were arrested, 
including myself; we were cited and released. 
More actions are likely this week, and we are 


Four hours before the Senate adjourned 
for its Airgust recess, Alaska Senator Frank 
Murkowski quietly slipped a rider into the 
Defense authorization bill which was then 
being considered. This rider would give the 
federal government the right to open aU 
federal public; lands for oil and gas drilling, 
regardless of any other laws affecting them. 
That means National Wildlife Refuges, Na- 
tional Parks, wilderness areas . . . everything. 


faced their own feelings and reactions in 
doing so. Since the battle of Murrelet Grove, 
road blockades have cropped up on other 
Maxxam land, including a 131 acre clearcut 
on Freshwater Creek a few miles to the north. 
Perhaps the greatest tombstone inscription 
to Murrelet was voiced by a new and young 
EF!er. Thinking of his own bioregion, still 
largely intact, he spoke of more effective road 
closures and work on machinery: "There 
ain't gonna be no stinking press release." 

— Michael Robinson, Colorado and 
Wild Rockies EF! 


Fall 


tentatively planning Sept. 21 as a day for a 
large action in Coos Bay, to target the export 
of raw logs and minimally-processed wood 
products. 

In addition to focussing on timber sales 
in HCA's and roadless areas, we plan to 
address Mark Hatfield’s re-election cam- 
paign, the issue of log exports, and commu- 
nity solidarity/altemative economy issues 
through various events and actions. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

-COME to base camp and participate in 
actions! 

-RAISE MONEY and awareness through 
benefits, tables, etc. 

-SEND MONEY!!!! Our sole source of 
funding at the moment are the accounts of 
local Earth First! groups and the Environ- 
mental Party. Both sources are grassroots 
endeavors that are either already broke or 
rapidly heading in that direction. Consider 
donating, temporarily or permanently, gear 
and equipment. 

-ORGANIZERS NEEDED! We need of- 
fice staff, experienced recon people, non- 
violence trainers, experienced woods action 
folks, facilitators, climbers, banner-makers, 
etc. 

-GET THE WORD OUT! 

-CONSIDER CO-SPONSORING Doug 
Fir Fall. Solidarity is the key to success in 
grassroots activism. 

We would ask that you agree to the goals 
and nonviolence agreement of Doug Fir Fall, 
and that your group commit, resources of 
people and money to this campaign. Get 
your local group involved by gathering infor- 
mation on timber sales in your area, then do 
an action to stop it! Or, get the information 
to our office and we will make it available. 

Thank you! For the Forests, 

— Karen Wood 


With only four hours to go before the 
recess, the rider was not debated and was 
passed with the Defense bill. 

It is urgent that everyone call their 
senators now to oppose this threat. The 
Senate and House Armed Services Commit- 
tees will be meeting in conference as you 
read this to work out the final details of the 
Defense bill. Call them now and insist that 
the Murkowski Rider be struck. 
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COMING: Doug Fir 


Murkowski Rider 
Threatens All Federal Land 



That Dam 
Licensing Process 





Old-growth War Shifts to Maine 


By Jamie Sayen 

They're cutting old-growth in Maine! 
Efforts to save 1700 acres (not 1200 as previ- 
ously reported) of old -growth west and north 
of the Big Reed Pond old-growth preserve 
have failed. The owners, the Pingree Heirs 
feel they have done enough good by selling 
5000 acres of old-growth and mature forest. 

Maine has almost no old-growth left. 
Very little old-growth is left anywhere in the 
Appalachians. Only 6000 acres of old- 
growth are protected in Maine, a state of over 
20 million acres! Reportedly, Georgia-Pacific 
is cutting old-growth east of Baxter State 
Park. 

Tree Spiking Reported 

At the end of August, as word spread 
that the Pingrees were building a road into 
the old-growth, the Maine Times, which 
broke the story, and Seven Islands, which 
manages the Pingree Heirs' million acres of 
forest, received phone calls from a person, or 
persons, who claimed to have spiked 400 big 
trees in the contested area. The caller Iden- 
tified himself as an Earth Firstler. 

Steve Schley, President of Seven Islands 
and a member of the Pingree family, reported 
that a caller in the spring had asked "all kinds 
of questions," and had then said "we're 
going to do what it takes" to save the old- 
growth. In retrospect, Schley interpreted 
this to mean that the caller was warning 
about tree spiking. 

Although the Identity of the spiker(s) is 
unknown, they've sent a clear message: A 
new day has dawned in the Maine woods. 
Unless the timber Industry takes the neces- 
sary steps to preserve biological diversity, 
they can expect an increase in informed 
citizen opposition and monkeywrenching. 

The Nature Conservancy Re- 
buffed 

The Nature Conservancy (TNQ bought 
3800 acres of old-growth surrounding Big 
Reed Pond in 1987. Recently they added 
another 1013 acres to the south of the Big 
Reed tract. This second parcel contains a mix 
of old-growth and mature forest, and will 
provide some - but not enough - buffer for 
the preserve. 

After the Glacial Erratic and the Maine 
Times carried stories about the threat to the 
1700 acre parcel to the west and north of the 
preserve In March, negotiations resumed 
between TNC and Seven Islands, which 
agreed to allow TNC representatives to in- 
ventory the stand for its "ecological value" 
and to see if it has any endangered species. 
Negotiations soon broke down because 
nothing of "extraordinary value" was found, 
and because the Pingrees wanted cash for the 
tract's high value timber, and had already 
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built logging roads (which are so wide that 
three loaded 18-wheelers could pass each 
other at 60 mph). The Pingrees offered TNC 
a 500 acre tract of old-growth west of the 
preserve, but TNC wasn't interested because 
of the "degraded state" of the tract from 
blowdowns and because its old-growth 
stands were intermittent. 

TNC and 'Ecological Value' 

TNC is to be saluted for preserving the 
nearly 5000 acres around Big Reed. It has 
performed a great service. 

However, its criterion for what is of 
"ecological value” has confused the issue. 
Whether or not it has any endangered spe- 
cies, old-growth in Maine is endangered and 
must be saved at all costs. 

Furthermore, blowdowns do not "de- 
grade" an old-growth system. They are an 
integral element in the old-growth distur- 
bance regime. 

Another flaw with TNC’s value judge- 
ments is the concept of "virgin forest." No 
virgin forest remains anywhere. Atmos- 
pheric pollution, fragmentation, species 
extirpations and extinctions have "deflow- 
ered" even the areas never roaded or cut. At 
issue is the protection and buffering of all 
mature and old-growth stands in the Appala- 
chians. 

TNC must deepen its understanding of 
ecological value. 

Other Threats to Big Reed 

Intensive logging all around the Big 
Reed Preserve jeopardize both what is al- 
ready "protected" and the 1700 acre unpro- 
tected tract. Further fragmentation of this 


The day before I learned of the cutting 
going on west and north of Big Reed, I cele- 
brated a TNC news release that claimed 
"Nature Conservancy Expands Old-growth 
Forest Preserve." The release was sent to 
Erratic readers who had written TNC to urge 
the protection of the western and northern 
parcel. 

In a cover letter, TNC said: "I thought 
you would be interested in the enclosed press 
release announcing our acquisition of 1,013 
acres as an addition to the preserve." The 
letter then requested $275 (the price of one 
acre) from the letter writer. 

The press release was so vaguely worded 
(and undated) that I did not realize TNC was 
referring to the completion of the purchase 
of the southern parcel whose purchase we 
reported in the Summer issue of the Erratic. 

The press release contained no informa- 


by Cindy Hill Coutoure 

ed. note: The following is still another report 
stolen and condensed from PAW's journal, the 
Glacial Erratic, summer 1 990 (RFD 1 Box 530, 
N. Stratford, NH 03590; SIS/yr). Write PAW 
for an update and list of dams now up for 
relicensing. 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Com- 
mission, FERC, is in charge of licensing new 
dams and relicensing existing ones. Since 
many dams in the Northeast were built in the 
1940s and 50s, and dam licenses commonly 
last 50 years, now is our only chance to 
participate in the decisions on how scores of 
dams in the Northeast will be operated. The 
relicensing process is much like the licensing 
process for a new dam — it must comply with 
all relevant laws, including a host of wildlife 
requirements that have been added in the 
last 5 years. 

FERC, like all other federal agencies, 
must follow the Administrative Procedures 
Act. The APA is the federal law that sets out 
how hearings must be published, records 
opened to the public, and so on. 

FERC also has to comply with the Fed- 
eral Power Act and laws relating to wildlife 
and public lands. This article will discuss 
what these laws say about appealing deci- 
sions on dam licenses. 

Say FERC has issued a renewal license 
for a dam, or a license to a new company to 
keep operating an old dam. Only a person 
who is "aggrieved" and who is a "party" to 
the process can get them to reconsider their 
decision. An aggrieved person is one who 
can show that she has suffered some sort of 
loss or injury because of what the agency or 


region disrupts habitat and hydrological 
processes and provides invasive, weedy spe- 
cies avenues of entry to the undisturbed 
forest. 

An additional threat to Big Reed Pond 
itself is an old fishing camp on the shore. 
Fishermen are transported to the pond by 
seaplane. TNC, unfortunately, permitted 
the seaplane and the fishing camp to con- 
tinue operations on Big Reed when it bought 
the pond in 1987. TNC should close the 
fishing camp and ban seaplanes. 

Old-growth Needs Buffering 

It is obscene that we should be talking 
about whether or not to protect 1700 acres of 
old-growth in a state that has destroyed over 
1 7 million acres of old-growth in the past 300 
years. What we should be talking about is 
adequate buffering for all remaining old- 
growth in the Appalachians. A buffer zone of 
at least three miles surrounding the Big Reed 
old-growth is essential if we are to protect the 
integrity of the "protected" old-growth. 
Otherwise, there will be U.S. Forest Service- 
style clearcuts up to the border of the pre- 
serve. 

How Do We Save Big Reed? 

Since TNC has failed to save the 1700 
acre tract, we must turn to the State of Maine 
and demand an immediate moratorium on 
any road-building or logging activity within 
three miles of the threatened area. The State 
of Maine should either buy' the tract and 
adequate buffering, or permanently enjoin 
the owners from any logging activity. 

*No more cutting old-growth any- 
where, any time! 


tion about the threatened tract to the west 
and north - the tract we had urged them to 
save. The release did state that this would be 
the last TNC purchase in the area. 

Was TNC merely careless in sending a 
press release that was so vague that it fooled 
the letter writers? Or was this intentionally 
misleading a ploy to con the letter writers 
into contributing money to TNC to pay for a 
tract of land they mistakenly thought TNC 
had protected? 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write the 
Maine Bureau of Public Lands, Maine Dept 
of Conservation, State House, Station #22, 
Augusta, ME 04333. Tell them to buy and 
preserve all unprotected mature and old- 
growth forests in the Big Reed Pond area. 

—Jamie Sayen, Preserve Appalachian 
Wilderness 


the person or company applying for a license 
has done. Unfortunately the law does not 
recognize biodiversity or habitat loss as per- 
sonal injury; and species and ecosystems do 
not have standing, that is, the right to appeal 
in their own name. 

The law does recognize that environ- 
mental organizations with members in the 
geographical area of the project, especially if 
they can show ties like canoeing or bird- 
watching on that part of the river, can be 
aggrieved people in these matters, and there- 
fore have standing. In other words, the Joss 
of the ecosystem is not considered an injury 
in itself, but people's loss of the ability to 
experience that ecosystem is considered an 
injury or damage. 

So, the first thingyou must do to partici- 
pate in the dam relicensing process is show 
that you are an Individual or organization 
who has experiences with the natural world 
in the area of the project that may be lost or 
lessened by the presence or operation of a 
dam. Next, at the beginning of the FERC 
process, you attend a hearing or submit a 
letter asking to be identified as a party to the 
action. Being a party means that you have 
been officially recognized by the agency as a 
member of the proceedings. 

In addition to being recognized as an 
aggrieved party, you must clear another 
hurdle before you can appeal the dam li- 
cense: You must raise the issues upon which 
to base your appeal. 

Finally, before you can take your appeal 
into court to review FERC’s actions, you must 
"exhaust your administrative remedies." 
Courts require this both to save themselves 
time and because they prefer to defer to 
agency experts. 

Key among the new provisions for dam 
operations is the requirement that both the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service and the appro- 
priate state agency be consulted, study the 
situation, and issue recommendations to 
FERC on how to minimize ecosystem dam- 
age and enhance habitat. To make sure that 
you have "exhausted your administrative 
remedies" and are an "active party," be in- 
volved in the process and raise wildlife issues 
from day 1. This allows you to help deter- 
mine what documents FERC sees on wildlife 
issues, and what FERC does with those docu- 
ments. Raise every possible wildlife issue 
(and any other issues such as energy conser- 
vation, aesthetics, electric rates) from the 
start. 

You may want to split up issues so that 
someone covers each one. Later on, you will 
be allowed to appeal on the basis of an issue 
somebody else raised. 

When the hearings are over and a FERC 
issues a license without conditions you re- 
quested, your next step is to apply within 30 
days to the Commission for a rehearing, by 
writing to them, return receipt requested, 
with the correct FERC file number in your 
letter. FERC must act within 30 days of 
receiving your letter. The Commission can 
rehear the matter or it can do nothing. 
Doing nothing is the equivalent of denying 
your application. 

After FERC has reheard your matter, or 
told you that they will not rehear it, or 30 
days has elapsed and they've done nothing, 
you can, if you are a party, leave the admin- 
istrative process and go to court. This means 
the US Court of Appeals in your own district 
or in Washington, DC. To go to court, you 
must apply within 60 days of the last step 
FERC took (or the end of the 30 days if they 
did nothing). Be prepared to show the court 
that irreparable harm will occur if they do 
not consider your case. 

Court appeals are difficult. However, 
virtually none of the new wildlife require- 
ments has been interpreted by the courts yet, 
so no one is sure what will happen. Partici- 
pation in the relicensing hearings by people 
who Insist that the stringent wildlife protec- 
tion requirements be applied will set the 
stage for court decisions to strengthen the 
role of ecological factors in FERC processes. 

At the Appeals Court level, you'll proba- 
bly need an attorney to make sure you follow 
the correct forms and schedules. But until 
that level, if you earn aggrieved party status, 
raise all possible issues, and exhaust your 
administrative remedies, you will effectively 
influence the process on your own. 

Cindy Hill Couture is an environmental 
lawyer and past contributor to our pages. She 
suggests that readers planning to become in- 
volved in the relicensing process buy a copy of 
Rivers at Risk: The Concerned Citizen's 
Guide to Hydropwwer, by John D. Echeverria, 
Pope Barrow, and Richard Roos-Collins; SI 7.95 
paperback. Order from Island Press, Dept.4C, 
Box 7, Covelo, CA 95428. 


TNC Big Reed Press Release: 

A Ploy to Raise Money or an Honest Mistake? 



Mount Graham Roller Coaster 


Mountain gets 
last-minute reprieve 

By Lagarto 

They came within twelve hours of cut- 
ting. We came within a minute of commit- 
ting ourselves to action. And now the project 
is on hold until spring, or maybe forever. 

It's been a wild month for the Mt. Gra- 
ham campaign. 

We've gone up and down in the fight to 
prevent an observatory development in the 
heart of a relict spruce-fir ecosystem. After a 
congressional oversight hearing in late June, 
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) was 
ordered to review the data and status of the 
endangered Mt. Graham Red Squirrel. 
Members of Congress wanted to know the 
validity of a Biological Opinion prepared by 
FWS on the squirrel, an Opinion used to 
justify the law exempting this development 
from the National Environmental Policy Act 
and from part of the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA). 

FWS appointed a blue-ribbon panel of 
biologists who came to the same conclusion 
as the General Accounting Office — the 
Opinion was severely flawed in its claim that 
habitat destruction for the observatory 
complex wouldn’t harm the species. They 
recommended a re-initiation of consultation 
(the ESA process that ultimately produces a 
Biological Opinion). 

We cheered. The University of Arizona, 
astrophysical developers deluxe, cried big fat 
tears of distress. The Forest Service an- 
nounced they didn't care what anybody said, 
they weren't going to go along with a recon- 
sultation because the law exempted them 
from such. The Bush Justice Department, 
arbiter of inter-agency disputes, sided with 
the Freddies. The Arizona congressional 
delegation proclaimed mightily that they 
never intended to circumvent the ESA, but 
that it was up to the agencies so their hands 
were clean. 


Loon Expansion 

Main stream ers 
Ready to Sell-Out 
South Mountain 

by Jeff Elliott 

Mainstream environmentalists (i.e., 
humanists) are set to gang up against bio- 
diversity again. This time South Mountain is 
the target. The ski industry has friends in the 
environmental groups who are ready to 
compromise away hope of stopping the 
expansion of Loon Mountain onto South 
Mountain. 

The US Forest Service has tried to drag 
out this project until the environmentalists 
drop out from poverty or boredom. The 
waiting will soon end. Mainstream groups, 
especially New Hampshire Audubon, Con- 
servation Law Foundation (CLF) and the 
Society for the Protection of NH Forests, 
appear ready to accept a modified version of 
alternative 4 in the REVISED DRAFT OF THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
which would give Loon 370 acres of National 
Forest land on South Mountain (but we hear 
talk of 500 acres). The groups' alternative 
would allow - no, encourage - the construc- 
tion of three new lifts and nine new trails. 

The issue at hand is not just this expansion, 
but the boost it will give other developers in the 
area, and ski expansions on National Forests 
throughout the US. If we lose South Mountain, 
we lose a lot more. 

White Mountain National Forest is 
under assault from atmospheric pollution, 
clearcuts, roads and cars, Yuppie backpack- 
ers, snowmobilers, and other multiple abus- 
ers. It can't tolerate more downhill skiers. 

We have sp>ent far too much time and 
money fighting this expansion to let these 
wimps design a new ski area for Loon Mtn. 
Write them. Call them. Ask CLF how permit- 
ting Loon to expand will help its operations 
fit into CLF's excellent energy conservation 
strategy. Ask the Society for the Protection of 
NH Forests how cutting down forests for ski 
runs "protects" NH forests? Ask NH 
Audubon how further fragmentation of the 
WMNF "protects" biological diversity. Tell 
all the groups ready to sell out South Moun- 
tain it is immoral to accept anything less 
than the full complement of native species 
and communities. 

Also, write the WMNF Supervisor, and 
tell him to block the expansion and then 
shut down Loon Mountain ski area alto- 
gether. Suggest the erstwhile ski area em- 
ployees be hired to dismantle all structures at 
the area 


Extinction is Forever 




SAVE NIT. GRAHAM 


In preparation for felling the ancient 
trees in their path, the University started 
transplanting baby trees (a clever mitigation 
measure - move all trees under 18” tall out to 
a meadow, so a new old-growth grove will 
make great squirrel habitat in two or three 
hundred years). 

That must have disturbed the mountain 
spirits, because they started getting playful. 
Survey stakes and flagging disappeared, 
rocks rolled into culverts, logs rolled into 
roads, and abnormally large summer rains 
drenched the mountain almost daily. 

Also, some careless mountain biker 
seems to have taken the University's lock off 
the gate that controls access to the site, and 
left her lock there in its place. It was such a 
nuisance that they replaced it with a special, 
high-security padlock that's very hard to cut. 
As they proved a week later, when the new 
lock was apparently glued shut. 

Meanwhile, AZ EF! went into high gear 
and mobilized a Mt. Graham Preservation 
Camp and Freedom of Information Tent, 
complete with beans, tortillas, squirrels, in- 
filtrators, propaganda, bad jokes, new ro- 
mances, and radio links to the world (thanks, 
Wes!). We had a great time getting ready for 
the worst. 

And it almost came. 

We got the news on a Wednesday eve- 
ning that the University's crew had finished 
transplanting and would start cutting in the 
morning. A crew of tree-felling specialists 
had been flown in from Utah (so much for 
the widely proclaimed boost to the local 
economy), and were headed up the moun- 
tain at daybreak with police escort. 

A crew of committed ecodefenders 
made the three-hour drive from Tucson, 
planning to be in place at daybreak. We 
arrived to find ... a Temporary Restraining 
Order! No construction until the 9th Circuit 
Court ruled the next day on a Sierra Club 
Legal Defense Fund appeal. Late-night party- 
ing ensued. 

The next day was a long wait for the 
other shoe to drop. It never fell, and we faced 
another night with the knowledge that some 
ruling would come the next day, maybe early 


enough in the day for tree-felling to proceed. 
After much debate we decided to go for the 
action we'd planned; we might get arrested 
needlessly if things went our way in court, 
but we'd be ready if things went badly. 

We made our final plans, gathered 
materials, and actually started to move out in 
the moonlight when news came that one 
camp member was undeniably lost in the 
woods. He’d been gone three hours on a ten- 
minute errand, and the woods around our 
9000' elevation camp were very wet and 
getting very cold. Great hypothermia condi- 
tions. 

At severe risk of damaging our misan- 
thropic image, we scrubbed the action and 
spent the next several hours combing the 
forest. Ultimately, the Sheriff's Search & 
Rescue Team was called in, and daylight 
found us drinking coffee with the men we'd 
expected to confront. They were more than 
a little nervous, at first, expecting ecoter- 
rorists or something. The bottomless coffee- 
pot helped ease relations, as did the fact that 
we provided them with better maps than 
they had. 

About sunrise, our missing camper 
stumbled back into camp (just before the 
tracker with hounds from the nearby federal 
prison). Seems he'd fallen on a slick log, 
gotten a concussion, and wandered in the 
dark for hours. 

It also seems the mountain spirits ar- 
ranged that. Later in the day, the court 


ordered a 10-day stay until they could hear 
the case. A week and a half later, they 
delayed the hearing until December, with an 
injunction against destruction activities 
until then. Which means we have until next 
spring, at the earliest, because the mountain- 
top gets thoroughly snowed in every winter. 

Which gives us time to kill this project. 
The court may order a reconsultation, which 
could in turn stop things, but that's a long 
shot. We're pushing to repeal the exemp- 
tions created in 1988, thus putting the proj- 
ect back in the full environmental impact 
review process. Any legitimate review will 
show that it's impact will be enormous and 
unjustifiable. And besides, several of the 
project partners have shown a willingness to 
back out if things get delayed too long. 
Maybe this winter is long enough. 

Lots of folk around the world have 
added to the pressure on this thing, making 
noise in Los Angeles, Columbus, OH, Wash- 
ington, DC, Boston, Bonn, and Rome, 
among others. We and the mountain thank 
you. Keep it up! 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Call the Mt. 
Graham hotline, (602) 629-9200, for fre- 
quent updates on the situation and how 
you can help. Also, contact your Con- 
gressthing to request that he/she support 
legislation to repeal the Mt. Graham ex- 
emptions (such as the bill recently intro- 
duced by Congressman Gerry Studds). 


TRIBAL/ LORE 



Aldrich Pond 


Needs Protection 

Aldrich Pond Wild Forest is a maturing 
second growth Eastern Hemlock-White 
Pine-northern hardwoods association along 
the Middle Branch of the Oswegatchie River 
in the Adirondack bioregion of northern 
New York. Much of the primal wildlifeof this 
forest still lives here and species such as Gray 
Wolf, Moose, and Panther are reestablish- 
ing.* 

Two factors have greatly accelerated 
human impacts on this Forest Preserve area: 
off-road vehicle use and expansion of Fort 
Drum. ORVs degrade habitat year round, 
snowmobiles in winter and 4-wheelers other 
times. Big game hunting which runs from 
September into December, has increased 
many-fold due to the presence of Fort Drum 
military personnel. The natural restoration 
of this land from past clearcut logging is 
jeopardized by current levels of human use. 

The report of the Governor’s Commis- 
sion on the Adirondacks in the 21st Century 
proposes that an Oswegatchie Great Wilder- 
ness be created which would include Aldrich 
Pond Wild Forest in the vicinity of the 
Middle Branch. Rapid redesignation and 
enforcement of this forest land as Wilderness 


-would benefit the Oswegatchie ecosystems. 

— Don Hassig, Ogdensburg, NY 

'ed. note: B iologists say no confirmed sight- 
ings of Gray Wolves and Panthers have occurred 
in the Adirondacks for decades, but some locals 
claim to have seen these predators. 

Letters for Aldrich Pond are needed. Write 
Governor Cuomo (Executive Chamber, State 
Capitol, Albany, NY 12224) and all state 
senators and assembly persons (Legislative Of- 
fice Bldg, Albany, NY 12247) urging them to 
protect Aldrich Pond Wild Forest and other areas 
in the Oswegatchie watershed as Wilderness. 

FWS Seeks New NWR for NH 

ed. note: The following is adapted from Wing- 
ing It, the newsletter of the American Birding 
Association, Inc., POB 6599, Colorado Springs, 
CO 80934. ABA rarely speaks out on conserva- 
tion issues, but considers this so important that 
it is asking its members to write letters, as 
explained below. 

The impending closure of Pease Air 
Force Base offers the opportunity to establish 
a National Wildlife Refuge on New 
Hampshire's largest remaining stretch of 
undeveloped estuarine shoreline. Provisions 
of the Base Closure and Realignment Act 
(Public Law 100-526) of 1988 say the Air 


Force must receive "fair market value" for the 
transfer of these lands. The US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, which administers the Na- 
tional Wildlife Refuge System, supports the 
idea of a new Refuge on Great Bay, but the 
agency does not have the funds to pay fair 
market value. Without intervention from 
President Bush and the Secretary of Defense 
mandating a no-cost interagency transfer, 
the FWS may be precluded from acquiring 
the land. 

The potential refuge lands consist of 
1200 acres of shoreline, wetlands, and up- 
lands. Since Pease AFB was established in the 
1950s, the Air Force has left this part of the 
base unharmed. It is the largest length of 
undeveloped shoreline remaining on the 
Great Bay estuary, and the largest single 
undeveloped area in New Hampshire's sea 
coast region. It offers nesting or migratory 
habitat for many shorebirds and waterfowl. 
Wintering Bald Eagles, geese, and ducks use 
the area. 

A coalition of local state, and na- 
tional conservation organizations is ask- 
ing the public to support the establish- 
ment of Great Bay National Wildlife Ref- 
uge. Write President George Bush, 1600 
Pennsylvania Ave NE, Washington, DC 
20500. Send copies to Secretary Richard 
Cheney, Department of Defense, Penta- 
gon, Room 3E 880, Washington, DC 
20301; and George Jones, chair. Pease AFB 
Redevelopment Commission, 300 Gosling 
Rd, Portsmouth, NH 03801. 

ed. note: The next two TL pieces are condensed 
from Glacial Erratic summer 1990. To sub- 
scribe to PA W's biodiversity journal, send SIS to 
Glacial Erratic, RFD 1 Box 530, North Stratford, 
NH 03590. 

Mt. Washington Auto Race 
Revived 

After a lapse of 29 years, the Mount 
Washington Auto Road, a private inholder 
which owns the eight mile auto road, revived 
the "Climb to the Clouds" sports car race 
during the weekend of June 22-24. Environ- 
mentalists were asleep at the wheel and did 
not protest the further desecration of New 
England's highest mountain by the gas guz- 
zlers. 

The course ascends 4725 feet with an 
average grade of 12%. The starting line is just 
off Route 16 in Pinkham Notch; the finish 
line is at the summit. The coarse borders the 
federally designated Great Gulf Wilderness. 
The Pinkham Notch area is awash with 
rumors that the Auto Road, which owns 
buildable acreage fronting Rt. 16, plans to 
continued on page 18 
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Bill Cronin, Aaron Cantor and Ronald Reagan plant the seeds of resistance in the middle of the 
Shawnee NF's Fairview logging road (reclaimed by EFl as a hiking trail). 


Tribal Lore. . . 


continued from page 1 7 
build condos and a museum to show off 
vehicles that have climbed Mt. Washington. 
Summit "improvements," Including a new 
Mt. Washington observatory, are under 
consideration. The only true improvement 
would be to get all the garbage off the sum- 
mit, including the Auto Road and Cog Rail- 
way. 

Write the ML Washington Auto Road 
, Box 278, Gorham, NH 03581. Tell the 
Road to get off the mountain. Write the 
White Mountain National Forest, Box 638, 
Laconia, NH 03247. Tell them to get the 
Road off the mountain. Demand that the 
inholding be put into the National Forest. 

— Jamie Sayen, PAW 

White & Green Mountain 
National Forest Plans Due 

Currently, less than one-sixtieth of the 
Northern Forest Lands Study area outside 
New York's Adirondack Park is designated 
Wilderness. Soon the White Mountain Na- 
tional Forest (WMNF) and the Green Moun- 
tain National Forest (GMNF) will draw up 
new ten-year management plans. In recent 
years, the managers of these National Forests 
have emphasized habitat manipulation, 
clearcutting, and slob recreation. 

PAW (Preserve Appalachian Wilder- 
ness) has proposed a simplified Million Year 
Forest Plan: Expand the WMNF and GMNF 
and manage them entirely as Evolutionary 
Preserves. 

Recently, a report on the future of the 
Adirondack Park concluded that although 
42% of the Park is publicly owned "Forever 
Wild" forest, this is not an adequate land 
base to protect essential ecological values. 
The Adirondack Commission recommended 
that at least 10% more land in the Park be 
added to public ownership. 

In New Hampshire, Vermont and 
Maine, only about 6.6% of the land in the 
Northern Forest Lands Study region is pub- 
licly owned. PA W proposes that at least 60% 
of the region be managed as a publicly 
owned Evolutionary Preserve. Since Baxter 
State Park and the WMNF and GMNF are the 
only large public holdings in the region, they 
should be made the cores of the Evolutionary 
Preserve. 

The following intrusions in these For- 
ests should no longer be allowed: clearcuts, 
below cost timber sales (which cost taxpayers 
over $1.2 million in the GMNF & WMNF in 
1988), sand and gravel mines, ski resorts 
(especially Loon Mountain) and related 
development, the Mt. Washington Auto 
Road Inholding, the Cog Railway on Mt. 
Washington, condos at the base of Wildcat 
Mountain, RV facilities at Dolly Copp Camp- 
ground, handicap access to the remote Flat 
Mountain Pond, and the Kancamangus 
Highway. Other problems to eliminate in- 
clude the fisheries management amendment 
to the WMNF plan, which proposes such 
management practices as clearcuts, to help 
Beavers, and pond "reclamation," to elimi- 
nate non-game fish; and "wildlife manage- 
ment" in both Forests that seeks to turn 
forests into habitat for White-tailed Deer, 
while ignoring the impact on endangered 
and extirpated native species such as Black- 
backed Woodpecker, Pine Marten, Lynx, 
Cougar, Gray Wolf, Wolverine, and Caribou. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write the 
WMNF and GMNF supervisors and de- 
mand responsible Forest plans that ad- 
dress the evolutionary needs of the North- 
ern Appalachians. Remind them that 
enough deforestation is occurring on pri- 
vate lands and we need healthy ecosys- 
tems, not below cost timber sales. 
•WMNF, POB 638, Laconia, NH 03247 
*GMNF, POB 519, Rutland, VT 05701 

—Jamie Sayen, PAW 

Exportation of Outlawed 
Pesticides Banned 

After years of quiet lobbying by the 
Sierra Association For Environment (SAFE), 
Central California Earth First! and others, 
the "Circle of Poison" amendment was 
sneaked into the Farm Bill and is now law. It 
prohibits the export of pesticides whose use 
is outlawed in the United States. The effec- 
tiveness of the new law remains to be seen, 
but it's a good first step and hopefully the 
banned but not outlawed 1080 will be the 
next toxicant made illegal. 

—Joe Bernhard, SAFE 

Ski Area May Take Chunk 
Out Of Gila 

ed. note: The following are excerpts from “A 
Proposal for the Hummingbird Ski Area." In the 
spirit of non-violent non-cooperation, we run 
them as a public service announcement for the 
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Hummingbird planners. (Emphasis — bold 
italics — is from the original.) 

A good ski area can benefit the sur- 
rounding community greatly, and in a vari- 
ety of ways. First, it provides jobs — jobs to 
build the ski area and then to run it — all 
kinds of jobs, from part-time food service to 
high paying equipment operators.... A good 
ski area could be the foundation of a strong 
tourist industry by providing a major desti- 
nation point and improving the overall 
image of southwest New Mexico.... 

...Wilderness regulations forbid mecha- 
nized transportation — even bicycles — but 
skiing is permitted as a type of foot travel. 
Ski trails, ski lifts, lodge facilities and an 
access road would necessitate a change in 
designation from Wilderness to National 
Forest. This takes an Act of Congress, after 
which the Forest Service can issue a special 
use permit for a ski area. The ski area would 
be built, funded and operated by a private 
company chosen by the Forest Service ... this 
has been done before. In Washington state, 
in 1 984, 800 acres of the Goat Rocks Wilder- 
ness was redesignated to expand the too 
small White Pass Ski Area. A failing local 
economy, based on the timber industry, and 
the inability of the White Pass Ski Area to 
compete with larger ski areas out of state, 
with more acreage and vertical feet, were the 
reasons cited. This is why we need Whitewa- 
ter Baldy. All of the mountain peaks in the 
Mogollon Mountains over 10,000 feet were 
included within the Gila Wilderness 
boundaries back in 1924. Based on the 9000 
foot minimum elevation for skiing in our 
area and a minimum of 1500 vertical feet for 
a ski area, none of the mountain peaks 
outside the wilderness are acceptable alter- 
natives. 

On the other hand, Whitewater Baldy, 
elevation 10,895, together with the 10,540 
foot unnamed peak one mile north-north- 
west, which we will call Hummingbird Peak, 
have the characteristics of a very good ski 
area. Furthermore, they sit on the north 
edge of the Gila Wilderness less than 2 1/2 
miles from the wilderness boundary.... 

The Bursum Road is closed December 
through April due to heavy snowfall, making 
this part of the Gila Wilderness and the Gila 
National Forest totally inaccessible. The ski 
area would keep the roads open all winter, 
making accessible the surrounding area for 
all types of winter sports.... 

The proposed ski area requires 1360 
acres. This is only one quarter of one percent 
of the 558,065 acres of the Gila Wilderness. 
An additional 430 acres for an access area 
would bring the total wilderness deletion to 
1790 acres ... 

There are ski areas and there are ski 
areas. We are planning a ski area for the 
nextcentury....It will be very clean, environ- 
mentally and aesthetically. This is why we 
are working with SNO-Engineering ... Their 
approach to engineering and designing ski 
areas takes into account everything from the 
environment to the market. Their natural 
approach to ski trail design elevates the 
skier's experience, retains more snow, and 
looks like God made it instead of a bull- 
dozer. [sic!] 

... The legislation we are proposing that 
would delete 1790 acres from the Gila Wil- 
derness might also include establishing a 
"Wild and Scenic River” on the Gila River 
above Redrock (this is currently under study) 
or an equivalent addition to the Gila Wilder- 
ness on the Gila River near Turkey Creek. 
Another possible addition might include the 
far west Pinos Altos Range above Bear Creek 
... Finding suitable additions is difficult, as 
most have already been included in the wil- 
derness system. 

The only way a wilderness can be cre- 
ated, enlarged, reduced or modified in any 
way is by an Act of Congress. Since the first 
Wilderness Act of 1964 there have been 
about SO wilderness acts, including New 
Mexico's Wilderness Act of 1980, and Wash- 
ington state’s in 1984. The Gila Wilderness 
was the first wilderness in the US designated 
in 1924 and confirmed by law in the 1964 
Wilderness Act, which created 54 wilder- 
nesses totaling about nine million acres. 
Today the National Wilderness Preservation 
System contains over 90 million acres of 
designated wilderness at 474 locations. 
Additional areas are under study ... 

Nothing in any of these pieces of wilder- 
ness legislation says anything about wilder- 
ness areas having to remain wilderness for- 
ever, only that Congress is the only possible 
modifier. This is very wise ... 

We live in an economy based on timber, 
mining and cattle. These Industries are all in 
a serious decline ... Fifteen million dollars a 
year of outside money coming into our 
community from something as innocent 
and as FUN as skiing is a future we can all live 
with. Giving up one-quarter of one percent 
of the Gila Wilderness is not to much to pay 

If you would like to help our cause, 
please send contributions to: Hummingbird 
Ski Club, Preliminary Site Evaluation, c/o 
Catron County Bank, POB 377, Reserve, NM 
87830. If you would like to join the Hum- 


mingbird Ski Club or would like more infor- 
mation on the proposal, contact Alex Och- 
eltree (505) 535-2825 or POB 202, Gila, NM 
88038. 

VICTORY AT FORT MEADE 
Earth First! Defeats US 
Army, Saves Old-Growth 

In a victory for environmentalists and 
the wild inhabitants of 9000 acres of forests 
and wetlands at Fort Meade, the US Army 
abandoned plans to sell the land to develop- 
ers who would have felled the forests and 
filled the wetlands. Fort Meade is part of a 
massive federal reservation that forms the 
largest contiguous forest on the Atlantic 
Coastal Plain between Richmond, Virginia 
and Boston, Massachusetts. Within the res- 
ervation exist one of the two known remain- 
ing old-growth forests in Maryland. 

The decision came in a secret meeting 
between White House and Army officials 
and members of Maryland's congressional 
delegation. According to a source in the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service, the White House 
had been getting numerous calls expressing 
outrage over Army plans to sell Fort Meade to 
developers. This apparently goaded Bush's 
minions into calling the behind-the-scenes 
meeting to resolve the issue. 

Unbeknownst to the public, they 
reached a "compromise": the Army agreed to 
transfer control of 7600 acres to the Fish & 
Wildlife Service for inclusion in the National 
Wildlife Refuge System, reserving the 400 
acre Tipton Army Airfield for general avia- 
tion use, and offering 1000 acres as a sop to 
development interests (campaign donors). 
The National Security Agency will continue 
operations on site. (The NSA has been cited 
several times for discharges of metals and 
other toxic substances into the Little 
Patuxent River at Fort Meade.) 

The agreement was then rushed 
through the House Appropriations Commit- 
tee, brought to the floor and voted into 
effect. When the agreement was announced, 
to the surprise of the decision-makers, the 
local response was decidedly angry. County 
officials swore to downzone the 1000 acres 
slated for development, to make it next to 
impossible for 'developers’ to realize any 
profit from building there. Local enviros 
demanded that the state or county purchase 
the 1400 acres forparkland. Others called for 
The Nature Conservancy or like-minded 
philanthropists to purchase the 1400 acres 
and set it aside as wildlife habitat. 

Congressman Tom McMillen, who par- 
ticipated in the meeting, whined that the 
White House wouldn’t budge from its de- 
mand of some forest destruction. When local 
environmentalists asked why he hadn't in- 
formed them of plans for the meeting he 
said there was concern that other representa- 
tives might catch wind of the deal and 
demand similar deals for their decommis- 
sioning bases! 

On behalf of the Original Inhabitants of 
the Fort Meade ecosystems, a hearty THANK 
YOU! for your calls to the White House. They 
brought the administration to its senses. 

— Ron Huber, Chesapeake EF! 

Speak for Arctic Refuge 
Rivers NOW! 

Flowing within the boundaries of 
northern Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge are nearly 20 of the wildest rivers left 
in North America, including the Kongakut, 
Hulahula, Canning, Sheenjek, and Porcu- 
pine. The US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 


is preparing a management plan for the 
Refuge's rivers, which are increasingly 
threatened by recreationists. Commercial 
trips have increased at least four-fold in the 
last five years, wildlife is being hunted out, 
fragile areas are being severely damaged by 
oversized groups and pack animals, fuel 
caches are popping up, sheep hunters are 
pioneering landing sites in high mountain 
valleys, and mountain bikers are beginning 
to use the Refuge. 

The agency held a workshop in March 
to identify management alternatives. How- 
ever, environmentalists were not aggressive 
and the plan may end up reflecting the 
interests of the ever more entrenched guides 
and outfitters. 

The various National Wildlife Refuges 
in Alaska are taking different approaches in 
preparing their public use management 
plans. For example, in the draft plan for the 
Togiak Refuge, commercial river operators 
will get 50% of the allocated permits, motor- 
boats will be allowed in Wilderness, and 
facilities will be allowed on some of the 
rivers. This is not surprising given that most 
of the involved public were guides and out- 
fitters. The Kodiak Refuge plan, on the other 
hand, proposes to ban pack animals, season- 
ally close highly sensitive wildlife areas, 
prohibit upland landings of fixed-wing air- 
craft, restrict jet boats and tent platforms, 
prohibit the construction of new trails and 
improved campsites, and institute camping 
time limits. We can expect the worst in the 
case of the Arctic Refuge, where the manage- 
ment is openly hostile to wilderness. 

The Arctic Refuge has prepared a work- 
book which you can write for and use to 
express your opinions about how Refuge 
rivers should be managed. These are some of 
the key issues: 

Wilderness - The river plan should 
mandate preservation of the rivers' ecologi- 
cal integrity. Non-Wilderness parts of the 
Refuge should be designated Wilderness. 

Wildlife * management ' - Predator con- 
trol and habitat manipulation in the Refuge 
for producing "harvestable surpluses" of 
game animals could be practiced under, cur- 
rent regulations. These actions should be 
opposed. A primary management objective 
should be to maintain natural distributions, 
numbers, composition and interactions of 
all indigenous species and to allow natural 
processes to control the river ecosystems. 

Inholdings - The potential subdivision of 
inholdings, particularly allotments, threat- 
ens the Refuge's rivers. Some inholdings in 
other areas of the state have already been 
subdivided and sold, or developed commer- 
cially. The FWS should acquire development 
rights and scenic easements on sensitive 
inholdings. 

Facilities - Buildings concentrate use, 
attract illegal use, accumulate refuse, and 
encourage incidents with wildlife. No facili- 
ties should be allowed along river corridors. 

Recreation management - The FWS 
should not allow the superlative wilderness 
experience opportunity of Arctic rivers to be 
lost. All recreational "improvements" — 
cabins, roads, trails, campgrounds, bridges 
and signs should be prohibited. 

Information and interpretation - FWS 
should use information as a management 
tool to encourage visitors to minimize their 
impact on the Refuge. FWS should not 
promote or advertise Refuge rivers or feature 
the "attractions." Opportunities for self- 
reliance and challenge should not be mini- 
mized by materials detailing routes or river 
crossings. Signs, displays, and brochures 
that "interpret" the rivers diminish their 
aura of mystery and should not be produced. 


photo by Orin Ungelle 


Trinkets 6r Snake Oil 



Mollie sports her " Don't Tread on Me’ T-shirt. 



Sure, it may be more noble to spend your money on a new monkeywrench t r 
on your favorite activist's legal fees, but for those of you who have holiday-type 
commitments and want to give gifts, here's the next best destination for those 
bucks. Every T-shirt, book, tape, etc. you buy from us, for yourself or to give as 
a gift, helps support the radical environmental reporting of the Earth First! 
Journal. Maybe you can't quite picture your grandmother in an EF! camo cap, but 
she might go for a recording of Lee Stetson telling John Muir's gripping story, 
"Stickeen." There's something here for everyone. 

Keep this 8-page insert handy, as it's the best description we'll run of all this 
stuff (at least, until next year). You'll find a handy order form conveniently 
placed on the last page of this insert. Order early to beat the rush; allow five weeks 
for delivery. 

And, Muir Power to Yule! 


T-SHIRTS 


Unless otherwise noted, all shirts are 100% cotton and are available in 
sizes S, M, L, and XL. All prices postpaid. 

DON'T TREAD ON ME 
Monkeywrenching rattler on front with the 
words "Earth First!" and "Don't Tread On 
Me". Brush Wolf's amazing full color snake 
seems ready to lunge off the shirt. In salmon. 
Also tan in small only. $12. 

DON’T TREAD ON ME- 

MOTHER GRIZZLY AND CUB 
A pretty EF! shirt! A lovely full-color 
mother grizzly and cub against the ris- 
ing sun on a light blue shirt. "American 
Wilderness - Love It Or Leave It Alone" 
slogan. Art by Susan Van Rooy. $10. 

(Sorry butwe have no Lor XL, andwon'tbe 
getting more. These shirts will not be reor- 
dered when we run out ) AMERICAN wilderness - love it or leave it alone 




N>J VEtfCAN AMERICAN CANYON FROG 

j pjgfe J Roger Candee's popular American Canyon Frog 

(Croakus abyssus pistoffus) with the message 
, BSE y "AMERICAN WILDERNESS LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT 
ALONE." A very colorful 4-color design on a grey 

LOVE IT OR igFSffi 

IT ALO^ ^ 

DEFEND THE WILDERNESS 

The monkeywrencher's shirt. Art by Bill Turk. Silver 37^ 

design on black 100% cotton shirt for night work. ir ug 



EARTH FIRST! 

Fist logo with words "EARTH FIRST! No Com- 
promise in Defense of Mother Earth!" in black 
on green or red 100% cotton. $10. 


TOOLS 

John Zaelit's powerful impression of wilderness 
defense both old and new — the mon- 
keywrench and stone club crossed. $ 10. Vari- 
ous colors & sizes: 

Blue desisn on silver shirt in sizes M. L. and XL. 
Black design on tan shirt in sizes S & M. 

Black design on blue shirt in size S only. 



PL/ : , 


NED LUDD BOOKS 

The Ned Ludd Books logo of the Neanderthal with a 
Monkeywrench (by Brush Wolf) and the words "Back 
to the Pleistocene" and "Ned Ludd Books." Black ink 
on a tan shirt. $10. 




NED LUDD BOOKS 


FREE THE EARTH 

A woman of power in an image by Gila Trout. Purple 
and silver ink on teal (bright turquoise) or wild orchid 
(purple). Also in size Small fuschia (hot pink), while 
they last. $12. 





EARTH FIRST! 
SWEATSHIRTS 

Years of requests finally convinced us to print an EF! sweat- 
shirt, and it turned out to be a beauty. It features the fist and 
slogan in emerald green on a gray 50/50 Hanes sweatshirt. 
ON SALE - $18. 


LONG-SLEEVED T-SHIRTS 

For cool-weather wear, we offer two of our t-shirt designs on 
long-sleeved 100% cotton shirts, with colors and patterns 
described in T-shirt listing. ON SALE while they last. 
MOTHER GRIZZLY AND CUB $ 13 postpaid. (No size Large.) 
DEFEND THE WILDERNESS $12 postpaid. 


Sue and Ernie model their EF! wear in front of a local shopping mall where their holiday shopping 
dollars will NOT go. 
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EARTH FIRST! MUSIC 


On cassette only. All prices postpaid. 

NEW MUSIC 

Various artists "Only One Earth!" 

After years of requests, we're glad to finally offer a real sampler tape, 
with powerful activist songs from 14 contemporary eco-muslclans. 
If you don't know these folks, here's a nice introduction. This tape 
has studio recordings of: Ken Lonnquist - Waking Up; Bill Oliver - 
In These Ancient Trees; Fred Small - Heart of the Appaloosa; Cecelia 
Ostrow - Warrior of the Earth; Kelly Cranston - Bright Ocean 
Waters; Alice DiMicele - Julie's Song; Scotty Johnson - Century of 
Fools; Dana Lyons - Animal; Joanne Rand - Koyannisquatsi; Ned 
Mudd - Living on Borrowed Time; Greg Keeler - Manly Men; Dakota 
Sid Clifford - We Want the Whole Thing Back; Walkin' Jim Stoltz 
• Forever Wild; Susan Grace Stoltz - The Love We Carry Within. 
Available after October 31,1 990. $ 1 2. 



Dakota Sid Clifford "Legendary Folk Rumor" 

Sid’s new tape has some new tunes, along with some old favorites remixed for better quality. 
Now you can confirm the glowing rumors about this legend of Rendezvous, roadshow, and 
campfire. Includes: For the Birds, We Want the Whole Thing Back, Freedom No Cash Value, 
Killin' Time Won’t Wound Eternity, Lindsey's Waltz, Small Towns & Tiny Faces, Romance, 
Faces in the Yard, Condor at the Western Gate, Greenfire, Nevada in the Rain. $10. 

Scotty Johnson "Century of Fools" 

Scotty is a folk singer/activist from the heart of Arizona whose 
passion and humor shine through on this, his first tape. He has 
played at the last several RRRs and will be featured in this foil’s 
Greenfire road show. His music for the Mt. Graham warriors has 
kept spirits high during many long nights by the campfire. He also 
makes a mean garlic sandwich. Besides the title song, this includes: 
Spirit Lives, Water From the Sky, Wisdom of the Seventh Genera- 
tion, Island in the Sky, Running From the Wind, One With the 
Earth, The Walls, Ghostdance, and Mom's Playalong. $10. 

Greg Keeler "Enquiring Minds" 

From the man who wrote the world’s only space-age lubricant polka 
comes a new collection of enlightened nonsense for the '90s. This 
Mirth First! production is a must for any non-serious Earth lover. 
Includes: An Excuse to Go Drinkin’, House Husband Blues, Darlin' I'm Sorry, Suckin' Up to the 
Status Quo, Bozeman MT, Kinder Gentler Song, Mount Graham Sam, Waddell's Grant Song, 
Forest Circus, Endorphin High, It's a Baby, Planet of Morons, Nothing Happened. $9. 



Ned Mudd "Eco-Logic" 

You heard him at the RRR. Now hear him in the 
privacy of your own head: Ned Mudd, poet and 
backyard lawyer, has put out a collection of deep- 
fried Dixie tunes. It's primarily acoustic, with an 
emphasis on deep ecology in the Deep South. Rustic 
but real, this is anti-woo-woo music at its best. Songs 
include: Too Many People!, Freedom Takes So Long, 
Choctaw Jim, Un Civilized, Borrowed Time, Devel- 
opers Go Build In Hell!, Unto These Hills, Metropolis 
2.8.O., and Rite to Life. $9. 



Lee Stetson "The Spirit of John Muir" 

This is another in Stetson's series of outstanding Muir re-creations. One moment you’ll be 
riding with Muir on a snow avalanche for 3,000 feet down one of the Valley walls, next 
climbingup a 500-foot ice cone at the foot of Yose mite Fall, then rocking and reeling on a new- 
born talus slope during a stupendous earthquake. Muir comes alive while exploring the 
backcountry for glaciers, "interviewing" a bear, and meeting Ralph Waldo Emerson. 50 
minutes, $10. 


Walkin' Jim Stoltz "A Kid For The Wild" 

With this, Walkin' Jim has put his remarkable voice to work for the little folk. This is a tape 
full of kids' songs about wilderness and wild things, big and small. Besides the title song, this 
includes: Manfred the Mopey Moose, Slugs &Bugs, River Run, It Ain't Easy Bein' An Ol' Grizzly 
Bear, If I Were A Tree, Come Walk With Me, You Don’t Need Ears To Listen, Wild Things Need 
Wild Places, Pika Pika, Whole Earth Harmony. $11. 


OLD FAVORITES 



Austin Lounge Lizards 
"Creatures From the Black Saloon" 
Marvelous country satire, superbly pro- 
duced. Includes smash songs such as: Sa- 
guaro; Pflugerville; Anahuac (with Jerry Jeff 
Walker); Kool-Whip; Chester Woolah; Hot 
Tubs of Tears; Old & Fat & Drunk; The Car 
Hank Died In; and much more. $9. 

Austin Lounge Lizards 
"Highway Cafe of the Damned" 

The Lizards drop to new depths with their 
second tape featuring the title song; Com- 
husker Refugee; Industrial Strength Tran- 
quilizer; Wendell The Uncola Man; Acid 
Rain; I'll Just Have One Beer; Dallas, Texas; 
The Ballad of Ronald Reagan; When Drunks 
Go Bad; Jalapeno Maria; Get A Haircut, Dad; 
The Chester Nimitz Oriental Garden Waltz. 
$9. 


Darryl Chemey 

"I Had To Be Bom This Century" 
Darryl is a singin’ fool and organizing dy- 
namo who has taken the North California 
Coast by storm and earned the eternal en- 
mity of Charlie Hurwitz and MAXXAM. His 
first smash album includes: Earth First!; 
Where Are We Gonna Work When The Trees 
Are Gone?; Chemoble Blues; My Stereo 
Comes From Japan; It's CAMP; Eel River 
Flood Of '86; Give 'Em Hell, Sally Bell; Big 
Mountain Will Not Fall; Dave Foreman 
Called On The Ice Age This Year; Mosquito 
Party; and more! Liner notes with words 
included. $9. 

Darryl Chemey "They Sure Don't Make 
Hippies Like They Used To!" 

At long last, Darryl took time out from his 
many blockade and demonstration gigs to 
record some of his latest radical tunes. Be- 
sides the title song, this has: Xerox The 
Money; Board of Forestry Song; Potter Valley 
Mill; Earth First! Maid; You Can't Clearcut 
Your Way To Heaven; Free The Dead; We're 
All Dead Ducks; Ballad of Don Hodel; Knock- 
ing on Extinction's Door; Ballad of the Lone- 
some Tree Spiker; Stop the War; Running For 
My Life; Where's Bosco?; Spike A Tree For 
Jesus; This Monkeywrench of Mine. In- 
cludes lyric sheet (complete with chord nota- 
tions) and a classic burning 'dozer cover. $ 9. 

Lone Wolf Circles "Full Circle" 

A poetic journey into the artist's magical 
worldview, set to the music of man and the 
music of najture. A return to awareness and 
sensitivity, to our wild and true selves, alive 
and free. Gary Snyder says "Full Circle is a 
surprising experience; archaic, fresh, future; 
wild, refined, all at once. Which should be 


no surprise — that's how the real world is — 
my respects to Lone Wolf Circles." 27 
poems. $10. 

Lone Wolf Circles "Tierra Primera" 
Live recordings of the Deep Ecology Medi- 
cine Show featuring Wolf's primal poetry 
backed by a variety of musicians. Well engi- 
neered, this tape captures the spirit of a road 
show and makes you want to go out and do 
something. $10. 

Dakota Sid ". . . For The Birds" 
You've enjoyed the heart-stirring songs of 
Dakota Sid at the Round River Rendezvous. 
Now you can purchase his cassette featuring 
For the Birds, Eagle Song, High Flyin’ Tune, 
Endangered Stranger, The Condor at the 
Western Gate, Runnin' with the Moon (Owl 
Song), and Hawks & Eagles. This one's for the 
birds — and all you bird lovers, too. $10. 

Dakota Sid "No Mercy" 

Dakota Sid's latest (and best!) album features 
the powerful song, "Greenfire" created on 
EF! roadshows along with the hit of the '87 
Round River Rendezvous "It's All Bullshit!" 
Also includes Their Brains Were Small And 
They Died, It's All Right Kid, Expanding 
Universe, Redwood, 2187, The Seed, Smoke, 
No Mercy, Trouble Deep, and Nirvana City 
Blues. $10. 

Kelly Cranston "For the Kalmiopsis" 
Wilderness activist Kelly Cranston escaped 
from the hinterlands of New Mexico with a a 
loveof the land, a wicked senseof humorand 
a keen eye for Amurrican culture. After 
honing his music beside countless camp- 
fires, he finally put some on tape. Besides the 
title song, this includes Dragonfly, Country 
Song, Public Lands, The Greenhouse Effect 
(The American Response), Northern Pines, 
Free the Wolf, All of Stone, You Bet!, and 
Wisdom of Growing Older. $9. 

Greg Keeler "Songs of 

Fishing, Sheep and Guns in Montana" 
Greg Keeler's marvelously satiric first album 
pokes fun at everything worth poking fun at 
in the West. Includes: Ballad of Billy Mon- 
tana, I Don't Waltz (And She Don't 
Rock'n'Roll), Drinkin' My Blues Away, Miles 
City Buckin’ Horse Sale, Latter Day Worm 
Fisherman, Fossil Fuel Cowboy, Montana 
Cowboy, Cold Dead Fingers, Last Great 
American Cookout, I Call My Mama Papa, 
Good Morning Sailor, Make Bucks Get Rich, 
Roll On Missouri. $9. 

Greg Keeler "Talking Sweet Bye & Bye" 
Greg's encore and just as biting. Includes 
Little Bitty Bugs, There'll Come A Revolu- 
tion, Talking Sweet Bye & Bye, Facilitators 
From The Sky, Talking Interface Blues, Old 
Friends And Lovers, Big Budget Woman, 
Church Bells, Ski Yellowstone, Idaho, Death 
Valley Days, Dark Clouds. $9. 
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Greg Keeler "Bad Science Fiction" 
Keeler returns with an all new album: Bad 
Science Fiction, Cow College Calypso, Do 
Not Ask, Montana Banana Belt Cowboy, 
Nuclear Waste Blues, Is The Ouzle Stupid?, If 
Bears Could Whistle, Nuclear Dioxin Queen, 
What's Left Of The West, Ode To Rough Fish, 
Take Me Back, Duct Tape Psalm, Modem 
Problems Dancing. $9. 

Greg Keeler "Post-Modem Blues" 
Ohmigod, he's back. Includes: P-U-B-L-I-C 
L-A-N-D-S, Post-Modem Romance, Swiss 
Army Beatitudes, Rain Forest Rider, Give Us 
Fiber, Ryegate Montana Testicle Festival, 
Lament of the Laundromat, Lady Please 
Drive Me Back To Oklahoma 'Fore I'm 
Driven To Tears, and others. $9, 

Katie Lee "Colorado River Songs" 
Katie writes, "In the late '50s and early '60s, 
protesting anything the Wreck-the-Nation- 
Bureau did to our rivers was like putting out 
a forest fire with an eyedropper. Nobody was 
listening. The fact that NOW the Barry 
Goldwater and Stewart Udall types are 'sorry' 
doesn't make me feel one bit better — their 
gross mistake is still my sorrow. GLEN 


CANYON IS GONE and will stay gone until 
someone blows up that heinous dam or the 
great old Colorado gets mad enough to kick 
its ass downstream. Most of these songs were 
written before, and in protest of, those life- 
killing plugs and have survived to be added 
to, re-arranged and parodied by river run- 
ners. A few are new. They are LOVE SONGS 
to a truncated Grand and to those glorious 
canyons over whose bones the unenlight- 
ened multitudes race On a freeway of stag- 
nant water." $10. 

Katie Lee "Fenced!" 

Twelve new songs about the old West, writ- 
ten in the folk tradition. These songs remind 
us of some of the things we should try to keep 
from slipping away. Includes: Wreck-The- 
Nation Bureau Song- Bert Loper; Ridin' 
Down The Canyon; Fenced; and others. 60 
minute cassette. $10. 



Katie Lee 


"Ten Thousand Goddam Cattle" 

28 spirited songs about an older and disap- 
pearing West. Includes: A Cowboy's Prayer; 
Old Dolores; The Last Wagon; Dobe Bill; Jose 
Cuervo; Empty Cot in the Bunkhouse; The 
Ballad of Alferd Packer; and more. A double 
album - 90 minute cassette. $12. 

Katie Lee "Love's Little Sisters" 

17 heart-tugging, poignant, yet tasteful bal- 
lads about the souls, lives and loves of 
women who made The West and its men! 
Includes: House of the RisingSun; The Sisters 
of the Cross of Shame; The Hooker (written 
by Tom Paxton); Casey's Last Ride (written 
by Kris Kristofferson); The Flower of Virginia 
City Fire Company; and more. $10. 

Dana Lyons "Our State is a Dumpsite" 

A short but powerful cassette by Washington 
State environmental singer/songwriter Dana 
Lyons. Includes title song, The Company's 
Been Good to Me, The Stars Will Always 
Move, and Drying Tears. $6. 

Dana Lyons "Animal" 

Dana's long-awaited second tape is finally 
out. For anyone who has heard him at a RRR, 
you know he’s one of the finest musicians 
and songwriters in the country. For those of 
you who haven’t heard him yet, you'll just 
have to buy this tape. Includes: RV, Building 
One In My City, I Am An Animal, I Saw His 
Body, Music Off The Moonlight, Timebomb, 
The Tree, OEO When Will The Work Be 
Done, and others. $11. 

Mokai "Clearcut Case Of The Blues" 
Mokai is an original EF! tree-climber and 
accomplished blues guitar picker. His first 
album includes: California Condor; Goin'To 
The Wilds; Wild Places; Springhead Blues; 
Pollution Blues; Clearcut Case Of The Blues; 
Goddamn The Forest Service; Earth First! 
Now (What Did I Say?). $9. 

Bill Oliver "Texas Oasis" 

Bill Oliver's first inspiring, witty and rollick- 
ing album. Includes: Texas Oasis; Pretty 
Paper, Pretty Trees; If Cans Were Nickels; 
Shopping Maul; Village Creek; Holes; Snail 
Darter March; River Libber; Have to Have a 
Habitat; and lots more! $9. 

Bill Oliver & Friends 

"Better Things To Do" 

Bill Oliver has rearranged his fine "Better 
Things To Do" cassette with the addition of 
several new songs including Turtle Island; 
Champ! (with the Austin Lounge Lizards); 
and Rio Grande Valley. Also includes Muir 
Power To You; Better Things To Do; Get 
Along Litter Dogies (with Jerry Jeff Walker); 
Pine Away Pine Bark Beetle; Grand Canyon 
Rendezvous (by Glen Waldeck); When I 
Look Into The Sky; and more. $9. 

Cecelia Ostrow "All Life Is Equal" 
Cecelia has one of the most beautiful voices 
in music today. The lyrics and music to her 
songs are haunting and profound. Includes: 
Sweet Oregon Home; Water; Wild Things; 
Forest Song; Oh California; Dark Time; You 
Were There For Me; and more. $8.50. 
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Cecelia Ostrow "Warrior of the Earth" 
Here's a new taste of Cecelia's gently piercing 
voice and Earth-sensitive lyrics. Includes the 
title song, along with: The Blockade Song; 
Chicago; Eagle Creek; American Pacific 
Northwest; Bird Song; You've Got The 
Power; Idaho; My Soul Is Dancing; Love 
Song; The Day The Forest Died; In the Moun- 
tains; I Know A Tree. $9. 

Rainforest Information Centre 
"Nightcap" 

An outstanding one hour long documentary 
of the successful defense of the Nightcap 
Rainforest in Australia in 1979. One half 
music including “Take Your Bulldozers 
Away," "Tonka Toys," and other great Aus- 
tralian environmental songs. The rest of the 
tape is live action recording from the block- 
ade. $10. 

Joanne Rand "Home" 

Joanne was the surprise hit of last year's 
Rendezvous, with an amazingly powerful 
voice reminiscent of Joni Mitchell's early 
days. Another great find from the Pacific 
Northwest. Includes: I'll Be Washed Away, 
Eyes Like Salmon, Home, Blood Red, Way- 
farer, Radiation On My Windshield, Banks of 
Time, Nobody Lays A Hand On Me, and 
Thanks. $10. 



Joanne Rand "Choosing Sides" 

In her second tape, Joanne delves into 
the. emotional side of our environmental 
crisis. Among others, this tape features the 
song Koyaanisquatsi, which should be a 
theme song for our decade. Also includes: 
Always Be Warm, Gotta Give All You Have, 
Privileged Class, Last Flicker of Light, Geor- 
gia, Antarctica, Our Children’s Children, 
ChoosingSides, I Love It, and Remember Me. 
$ 10 . 

John Seed, Bahloo & Friends 
"Earth First!" 

From Australia, John has done more to 
launch the global rainforest movement than 
has any other single person and has become 
one of the leading developers of the Deep 
Ecology philosophy. His first album of 
Aussie music includes: Extinction, Handful 
Of Timber, Ballad Of Mt. Nardi, The Water 
Song, Tonka Toys, Solomon Island, Killing 
Of The Trees, The Future Is In Our Hands, 
and more. $9. 



John Seed "Deep Ecology" 

John’s second tape combines his words and 
music with those of many others, such as 
Dakota Sid, Greg Keeler, Dana Lyons, Lone 
Wolf Circles, and Bahloo. Includes: Invoca- 
tion, Animal Spirits, Expanding Universe, 
Earth First!, Magic Forest, Subvert the Domi- 
nant Paradigm, Make Bucks, Burning Times, 
Gaia Meditation, I Am An Animal, Earth Am 
I, The Rainforest Within, Tribesmen of Pe- 
nan, Angel of Sunshine, Leave It In The 
Ground, and Everyone Is Everyone. $10. 

Jon Sirkis "The Wild West" 

Jon showed up on our doorstep recently with 


another tape of his socially conscious folk- 
rock tunes. This high-quality production 
might be mistaken for a product of the corpo- 
rate music offices in L.A. if you missed the 
words. With compassion and wit, heexposes 
the American Dream and pokes fun at both 
liberal and conservative know-nothings 
while making pleasant bouncy music. In- 
cludes: Solar Kills, In Jamaica, Roseville Fair, 
The Wild West, Think For Yourself, New 
Morality, and Aztlan. $9. 

Susan Grace Stoltz "Circle of Friends" 
The first tape from Susan Grace, performer 
on the most recent EF! roadshow, shows that 
Walkin' Jim isn't the only great singer in his 
family. Besides the title song, this includes: 
Old Time Friends, Song of the Arctic, 
Beverly’s Song, Auroras Dance/Midnight on 
the Water, Coffee, Ribbon of Steel, The Love 
We Carry Within, Northern Lament, 
Chatanika River Song, and Follow Your 
Heart. $10. 


Walkin' Jim Stoltz 
"Spirit Is Still On The Run" 
Walkin' Jim's deep voice and wilderness- 
inspired lyrics will send shivers up your spine 
and launch a howl in your heart. Includes: 
All Along the Great Divide; Lone Lion Runs; 
Followin' the Rainbow Trail; Yellowstone 
Tales; Sweetwater; and more. $11. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz "Forever Wild" 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz has walked 15,000 miles 
across the wilds of the West. These songs 
were written in the wilderness and are sung 
with his incredibly deep and resonant voice. 
Jim's second album includes: The Brand New 
Grand Canyon Suite, The River Song, Just A 
Part of the Sky, Let Me Listen To The Wind, 
Wolf Song, Old Cisco, Follow Your Heart, I 
Walk With The Old Ones, Green and Grow- 
ing, Forever Wild. Includes liner notes. $11. 



Walkin' Jim Stoltz "Listen to the Earth" 
Walkin Jim has put out another classic, full 
of Earth-music. His passionate lyrics and 
deep voice put you straight out into the 
wilderness, or remind you of why you should 
go. Includes: River Runnin' Through It, 
Listen To The Earth, Man Of The Mountains, 
I’m Goin' Back To Idaho, Montana Moon In 
The Pines, The Sacred Buffalo, and more. 
$ 11 . 



Glen Waldeck "Wreckin' Ball Waldeck" 
Longtime star of the campfire circuit and 
frequent accompanist to Bill Oliver (his 
humor makes Bill look like a straight man, a 
real accomplishment), Glen has finally put 
out a tape of his own stuff. And it's about 
time — we nearly wore out the bootleg copy 
we got for the office. Includes: With My 
Friends, Tulsa Rag, N.O.L.A., Inspired By 
You, It's Apparent, Every Dog Has Its Day, 
Them People, Sign of the Times, Yellowstone 
or Bussed, Wreckin' Ball. $10. 

The Wallys "Rainforest Roadshow '89" 
After years of playing second fiddle to John 
Seed, the Wallys recorded a tape of their own. 
If you've seen them at the Rendezvous, you 
know these cocky kids can match any of our 
established old fart musicians for energy, 
commitment, and clever lyrics! Imagine an 
environmentally concerned garage band 
from the Australian rainforest and you've got 
the Wallys. Includes: Once Upon A Planet, 
Lay Down Your Whopper, Planetary Flag, 
That's Auker, Expanding Universe, Tonka 
Toys, Use It Up, Apeman, Leave It In The 
Ground. $10. 


VIDEOS 6 SLIDES 


• N. 

CRACKING OF 

GLEN CANYON DAMN VIDEO 

The excellent 10 minute, 
color video of Earth First! 
cracking Glen Canyon Damn 
in 198 1 starring Ed Abbey and 
Johnny Sagebrush. An inspir- 
ing and humorous introduc- 
tion to the Earth First! move- 
ment. $20 postpaid. 


OVERGRAZING SLIDE SHOW 



"The Eating of the West" graphically displays the devastation of Western 
public lands at the hands (and hooves) of the livestock industry. The show 
consists of over 100 high-quality slides from National Forests, National 
Wildlife Refuges, and BLM lands which portray the shocking magnitude of 
the problems caused by grazing. The slide show comes with a written script 
and is rented at cost, $ 10. Free copies of a 48-page tabloid on grazing are also 
available. Please include with your order the name and phone number of 
a contact person, and the date you need the show along with alternate dates. 
Orders must include street address for UPS delivery. "The Eating of the 
West" was funded by donations to Lynn Jacobs and the Earth First! Foun- 
dation. 
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MAPS 

We are offering several fine US Geological Survey maps — all suitable for wall mounting, 
as well as being necessary reference tools for wilderness activists. Prices listed are postpaid. 
Maps are mailed folded (although they can be sent rolled for an extra $2 per order, except 
for the Wilderness System map). 

NATIONAL WILDERNESS PRESERVATION SYSTEM This full color, large map 
(40" x 25") shows all designated Wilderness Areas by agency in the US (including 
Alaska and Hawaii), plus a list of all the Wilderness Areas by state with their acreages. 
Scale is 1:5,000,000. Information is current to January 1987. Rivers, state bounda- 
ries, and major cities are also shown. $3,25. 

US POTENTIAL NATURAL VEGETATION A beautiful multi-color map showing 
106 different vegetative types in the US. This is the Kuchler Ecosystem Map the 
Forest Service used in RARE II. The reverse side shows Alaska and Hawaii and has an 
essay about the map and potential natural vegetation. A National Atlas Separate; 
scale is 1:7,500,000 (28" x 19") $3.25. 

MAJOR FOREST TYPES A multi-color map showing the 25 major forest types in the 
United States including Alaska and Hawaii. A National Atlas Separate. 1:7,500,000 
(28* x 19"). $3.25. 

FEDERAL LANDS A National Atlas Separate, 1:7,500,000 (28" x 19"), showing 
National Forests, Grasslands, Parks, Monuments, Wildlife Refuges, BLM lands, 
military, Indian Reservations, Bureau of Reclamation, etc. in different colors for all 
50 states (shown above). $3.25. 

ALASKA NATIONAL INTEREST LANDS A splendid color map of Alaska with 
shaded relief, rivers, lakes, elevation points, communities and roads. The National 
Parks, Preserves, Monuments, Wildlife Refuges, Wild & Scenic Rivers and Wilderness 
Areas designated by the December 2, 1980, Alaska National Interest Lands Conser- 
vation Act are shown, as are the Tongass and Chugach National Forests. 24" x 18". 
$3.25. 
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Earth First! Bookstore 

Annotated and Introduced by Dave Foreman 

This will be my last appearance in this slot for the Earth First! Journal and I am not sure what 
will happen to this little mail-order bookstore that carries seminal and hard-to-find books of 
interest to the biocentric activist. I've enjoyed tracking these books down and introducing 
them to you for the past several yean, even when other matters have made me put this project 
on the back burner. I hope those of you who have ordered books here have found them 
enlightening and useful. 

Please note the November availability of Howie Wolke’s long-awaited WILDERNESS ON 
THE ROCKS in the Ned Ludd Books ad in this issue. Do not order WILDERNESS ON THE ROCKS 
from the Earth First! Journal, though, order it directly from Ned Ludd Books. See the ad for 
details. Howie has produced the most incisive critique of the conservation movement and 
federal land managing agencies yet penned. His book demands reading from all who presume 
to fight for Earth, whether they work with The Nature'Conservancy or Earth First!. 

Before I go. I'd like to introduce you to three new books concerning that politically- 
incorrect inspiration for Earth First! — Edward Abbey. Two are written by Ed and one is about 
him. I describe them below in the "New Books" section. I make no apology for my affection 
and loyalty to Cactus Ed. Nor will I ever discount his key role in motivating thousands of pas- 
sionate defenders of the wilderness. If you loved dear old Abbey, too, you're welcome around 
my campfire; if you didn't, chances are you're not. 

As my parting shot in the pages of this newspaper, let me recommend four absolutely 
fundamental books out of our backlist of titles: OVERSHOOT by William Catton, THE ARRO- 
GANCE OF HUMANISM by David Ehrenfeld, TOE POPULATION EXPLOSION by Paul and 
Anne Ehrlich, and, most importantly, A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC by Aldo Leopold. I f you 
read nothing else, read these four books. Please. 

Please note that Ecodefense: A Field Guide for Monkeywrenching is not sold by the Earth 
First! Bookstore. All orders for it should be sent directly to the publisher, Ned Ludd Books (PO 
Box 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703). See the Ned Ludd Books ad in this issue for details. 

All prices listed are postpaid. Books are sent 4th class bookrate. For quicker first class 
mailing or UPS delivery please check with Nancy Z (Earth First!, POB 5871, Tucson, AZ 85703 
602-622-1371) for additional shipping charges. 

Books marked with an asterisk (*) will be discontinued when current stocks are depleted. 
If you want any of these, now is the time to order. Do not wait. They will not be re-ordered. 
(We periodically need to drop some of our titles, even important ones, to make room for newly 
published books.) 

Good reading and . . . Happy Trails 

NEW BOOKS 

A VOICE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS 
(VOX C LA MANTIS IN DESERTO) 

By Edward Abbey 

This wonderful little volume of aphorisms gleaned from Ed's notebooks is the ghost of Abbey 
rising up out of the desert to take one last piss on all the prigs, prudes and true believers of the 
Left, Right and Middle. Ed tackles just about every subject imaginable from sex to literature 
to wilderness in these pages and does so with the joy of one who has lived life well. Includes 
fifty line drawings by Andy Rush. 160 pages, $16.50 postpaid. 

BLACK SUN 
By Edward Abbey 

BLACK SUN was Ed's personal favorite of all his novels and Edward Hoagland in that arbiter 
of American letters. The New York Times, saysit is ". . . almostperfectly written." It's a bittersweet 
love story between a ranger on the north rim of the Grand Canyon and a college student half 
his age. Abbey said BLACK SUN was "partially autobiographical, mostly invention and entirely 

true The voice that speaks in this book is the passionate voice of the forest . . . the madness 

of desire, and the joyof love, and the anguish of final loss.” This new edition includes a tribute 
from Charles Bowden. 176 pages, $11.50. 

RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 

SOME NOTES ON EDWARD ABBEY 

Edited by James Hepworth & Gregory McNamee 

This is a new edition of a book we once carried but dropped when it went out of print. It 
includes contributions by Barry Lopez, Wendell Barry, Gary Snyder, William Eastlake, and an 
interview with Abbey in Bloomsbury Review. Paperback, 152pages, $12.50. 

FIRST SIGHT OF LAND 
By Gary Lawless 

Gary is a biocentric poet whose work has appeared often in the pages of the EF! Journal. He 
is also an accomplished Earth First! activist. This is a book of his rousing poetry, sure to make 
you laugh and growl. Foreword by Gary Snyder. $8. 


Books list alphabetic by author 

THE EARTH FIRST! LI'L GREEN SONGBOOK 

78 terrific Earth First! songs by Johnny Sagebrush, Cecelia Ostrow, Bill Oliver, Greg Keeler, 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz and others from Australia and America. Guitar chords are included with 
most songs. An absolute must for every true-green EF!er to sing along with our minstrels or to 
play the songs yourself. $6 postpaid, $4 postpaid special to Earth First! subscribers only! 

THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG by Edward Abbey with illustrations by R. Cmmb. Thankfully, 
The Monkey Wrench Gang is once again available in Dream Garden Press’s penultimate 
hardcover edition. Maybe more than any other book, this is responsible for the lore and style 
of the Earth First! movement. $24. 

THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG Paperback edition, $6. 

THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG (German edition) Paper- 
back, $12. 

HAYDUKE LIVES! by Edward Abbey. The long-awaited 
sequel to The Monkey Wrench Gang, this one features that 
wild and crazy outfit Earth First! along with the familiar cast 
of characters and the world's largest shovel. Hardcover, 308 
pages, $21. 

THE FOOLS PROGRESS An Honest Novel by Edward Abbey. 

Cactus Ed's "fat masterpiece", The Fools Progress is a major 
work of American fiction and a great legacy by an authentic 
American. Paperback, 513 pages, $12. 

DESERT SOLITAIRE by Edward Abbey. A superb 20th anni- 
versary edition of Abbey's masterpiece with fine illustrations 
from the University of Arizona Press. This hardcover edition 
is a collector's item and no fan of Abbey should be without 
one. 255 pages, hardcover, $28. 

DESERT SOLITAIRE by Edward Abbey. Paperback edition. 

$5. 

THE JOURNEY HOME Some Words in Defense of the American West by Edward Abbey. 
Illustrated byjim Stiles. An anthology of Abbey's best essays in defense of wildness. Includes 
the classic "Freedom and Wilderness, Wilderness and Freedom." 242 pages, paperback. $11. 
ONE LIFE AT A TIME, PLEASE by Edward Abbey. A book of essays featuring Cactus Ed at his 
controversial best with topics including immigration, anarchy, ecodefense, sex, "sportsmen, " 
cowboys, San Francisco and several "travel" pieces. In his "Preliminary Remarks" to this book, 
Abbey writes, "If there's anyone still present whom I 've failed to insult, I apologize. " Paperback, 
225 pages. $9 

BEYOND THE WALL Essays from the Outside by Edward Abbey. Ten essays on wild places 
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from the interior of Alaska to the Sea of Cortez. This is "nature writing" with heart and spines. 
Paperback, 203 pages, $9. 

LAND OF LITTLE RAIN by Mary Austin with an introduction by Edward Abbey. This clear- 
eyed, lyrical tribute to the desert and foothill lands between Death Valley and the High Sierras 
was first published in 1903 and has since become an American nature classic. In the nature- 
writing world where men predominate (what else is new?) Mary Austin stands with Thoreau, 
Leopold, Lopez, Abbey, and . . . yes . . . Rachel Carson. A book all desert rats should read and 
savor. 107 pages. Paperback, $8 

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF DAVID BROWER For Earth's Sake by David Brower. I'll say it 
without hesitation: David Brower is the greatest living human being. He is the giant without 
peer of conservation in the last half of the 20th Century. More than any other individual, he 
created and shaped the modem environmental movement. Since the 1930s, Brower has been 
on the cutting edge of conservation. He's still there. And his energy and vision are still 
unrivaled. You've got to read his long-awaited autobiography. Hardcover, bibliography, 
index, nearly 600 pages, $27.50. 

*STATE OF THE WORLD 1989 By Lester Brown and Worldwatch. The sixth annual 
examination of the world's health looks at land degradation, ozone depletion, overreliance on 
automobiles, the global AIDS epidemic, militarism and refugees. It also includes a global action 
plan for tackling these problems. Although Worldwatch is overly optimistic, resource-oriented 
and thoroughly reformist, no one is analyzing the current state of the world better. Index, 
footnotes, 256 pages, paperback. $11.50. 

OVERSHOOT The Ecological Basis of Revolutionary 
Change by William R. Catton, Jr. I was unaware of this 
seminal book until the folks at Fifth Estate brought it to my 
attention. I agree with Vine Deloria, Jr. who writes about it: 
"One of the most important books I have read in my lifetime." 
Catton lucidly applies ecological concepts to the human 
condition, and coins piercing new terms to describe our 
situation ("Cargoism: delusion that technology will always 
save us from Overshoot: growth beyond an area's carrying 
capacity, leading to Crash: die-off.") This is admittedly not a 
happy book, but Catton expertly demolishes the fantasies of 
the Cargoists, Cosmeticists, Cynics, and Ostriches to demon- 
strate that we have indeed surpassed our carrying capacity. 
After Aldo Leopold's A Sand County Almanac, this is the 
book I most strongly recommend. (If you believe the human- 
ist bunk that Malthus is wrong, you definitely need to read it!) 
Index, glossary, references, 298 pages, paperback. $12 
AGENTS OF REPRESSION The FBI's Secret War Against the Black Panther Party and the 
American Indian Movement By Ward Churchill and Jim Vander Wall. From its inception 
during the infamous Red Scare after WWI, has the primary purpose of the FBI been to inhibit 
and disrupt political dissent? This book strongly and convincingly argues so, focusing 
primarily on the murders, kidnappings, lies and manufactured evidence committed and 
produced by the FBI and its allies against AIM, but also with detailed evidence from the '20s, 
the McCarthy period, the war against the Black Panthers, and, most recently, campaigns 
against the sanctuary movement. What is happening to Earth First! today is not new. It's been 
going on for nearly 70 years. Read this book and get smart! 509 pages, index, extensively 
footnoted, heavily illustrated with photos, softcover. $17. 

THE HISTORY OFTHE SIERRA CLUB 1892-1970 by Michael P. Cohen. From one of the great 
historians of the conservation movement comes a monumental and surprisingly frank history 
of the leading environmental group in the world, the Sierra Club. Cohen traces the Club in 
its development from a hiking group to a national and ultimately international institution of 
vital importance. There is much to chew on herein. (Aside from Dave Brower’s autobiography, 
this is the best overview of Brower's firing in 1969 — which still reverberates through the 
movement). Hardcover, 550 pages, index, footnotes. $32.50. 

THE PATHLESS WAY Michael Cohen's tender yet critical, academic yet passionate, intellec- 
tual biography of John Muir. Unlike all-other works on Muir, this exceptional book focuses on 
his ideas and their evolution, and ties Muir to Deep Ecology. With a Ph.D. in Literature,- an 
impressive mountaineering record in the High Sierra, and stature as one of the leading 
exponents of Deep Ecology, Cohen is uniquely qualified to have written this most important 
book. Heavily footnoted. Paperback. $14.50 
HOW NATURE WORKS Regenerating Kinship with Planet Earth 

By Michael J. Cohen. This book bridges the gap between scientific and spiritual outlooks. The 
author's 28 years of experience studying the natural world enables him to reveal how our 
separation from Nature underlies most of our social ills and prevents us from experiencing 
Planet Earth as a living organism. Dr. Cohen shows us that the Living Earth's intelligence is 
not science fiction but a fact of life, a fact that our modem-day upbringing and carefully 
structured social mores insulate us from knowing or feeling. He also illustrates how the 
workings of Nature, once recognized, give us excellent instructions for living more harmoni- 
ously. Paperback, 263 pages. $12.50. 

CHANGES IN THE LAND Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New England by William 
Cronon. Here is a gem of ecological history. Cronon carefully compares how New England 
Indians and early English colonists used the land and how the land changed as the English 
replaced the Indians. This is a fundamental book for Northeastern conservationists, and also 
important for anyone who wishes to understand the flawed genesis of the American relation- 
ship to the land. We need comparable books for every region of our nation. Softcover, 241 
pages, index, footnotes, bibliographic essay. $9. 

ECOLOGICAL IMPERIALISM The Biological Expansion of 
Europe, 900 - 1900 by Alfred W. Crosby. Why has Europe 
been so successful during the last thousand years? Crosby, a 
prominent University of Texas history prof, synthesizes old 
and new information, to at last answer this key question of 
recent history. He argues that the Azores/Canaries, North 
America, Argentina, Australia and New Zealand have become 
"Neo-Europes" through a combination of European people, 
disease, domesticated plants and animals, pests and weeds. 

Indeed, he convincingly argues that it was not military or 
economic might (or ideology) so much as biology that Europe- 
anized these lands. This book is a first step toward a history of 
the world environment and shows how the environment is a 
continual and active participant in human affairs. Fascinat- 
ing! Index, references, maps, illustrations, paperback, 368 
pages. $13 

FROM WALDEN POND TO MUIR WOODS: Alternative 
Ways Across America By Mary Dymond Davis; foreword by Ernest Callenbach. This tome is 
designed to serve both as a guide for travelers and as a basic reference tool for concerned citizens 
to use where they live. On its journey across green America, it looks at conservation history, 
natural history, groups upholding these, and much more. Mary Davis is a freelance environ- 
mental writer who writes frequently for Earth First! Journal. Softcover, 352 pages, references, 
index, printed on recycled paper, $18. 

PRESERVING COMMUNITIES & CORRIDORS In Defense of Wildlife By the staff of 

Defenders of Wildlife and others. This oversized booklet is a 
worthwhile and handy tool for those developing ecological 
wilderness proposals. It discusses the need for movement corri- 
dors between preserves, riparian corridors in the arid lands, using 
the Endangered Species Act, the Fish & Wildlife Conservation Act 
and state nongame programs. Softcover, 96 pages, illustrations, 
graphs, charts, footnotes, references. $10. 

DEEP ECOLOGY Living As If Nature Mattered by Bill Devall 
and George Sessions. This groundbreaking book presents the 
philosophical fundamentals for the defense of Earth, discussing 
biocentrism, intrinsic value, and ecological resisting. Appendi- 
ces by Dolores LaChapelle, Gary Snyder, John Seed, Carolyn 
Merchant, Robert Aitken, and Arne Naess. 263 pages, paperback. 
$12.50 

SIMPLE IN MEANS, RICH IN ENDS Practicing Deep Ecology 
by Bill Devall. Devall's new book follows up on "Deep Ecology" 
(one of the most popular books we offer) with this broad-based 
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study of how to cultivate a Deep Ecology life style. Reviewed in 
Mabon 88. Paperback, 224 pages, bibliography, $13.50 
THE ARROGANCE OF HUMANISM by David Ehrenfeld. Ehren- 
feld is a Professor of Biology and one of the founders of the Society 
for Conservation Biology. In this powerful book, he explodes the 
myths of humanism (the dominant world-view) such as "all prob- 
lems are soluble by people using either technology or social sci- 
ences; resources are either infinite or have infinite substitutes; 
human civilization will survive." He demonstrates the problems of 
rationality, argues convincingly for emotion, and then moves to 
analyze arguments for the preservation of natural diversity and 
concludes that only those based on intrinsic value, and not eco- 
nomics or human benefit, are valid and even politically practical. 

As with Catton's book, the Christians, marxists and capitalists will 
howl, but he's right on all counts. This is an absolutely fundamen- 
tal book for Earth Firstiers. Index, references, 286 pages, paperback. 

$12.50 

THE POPULATION EXPLOSION By Paul and Anne Ehrlich. 
The Ehrlichs argue convincingly that overpopulation — espe- 
cially in the U nited States and other over-developed nations — 
substantially contributes to the problems of African famine, 
global warming, acid rain, air and water pollution, the garbage 
crisis and AIDS. Let the comucopians howl; this book is must 
reading for those who want to deal with the primary cause of 
eco-catastrophe: the gross overpopulation of human beings. 
Hardcover, 320 pages, index, footnotes, what you can do 
section, $21. 

*THE NATURAL ALIEN Humankind and Environment by 
Neil Evemden. This is one of the seminal books of deep 
ecology, and has been called "a brilliant, difficult, passionate 
assault on the dominance of economic — in fact of western — 
thinking." Reviewed in Mabon 85 and Eostar 88. 160 pages, 
index, paperback, $14 

•TROPICAL NATURE Life and Death in the Rain Forests of 
Central and South America by Adrian Forsyth and Ken 
Miyata. This is a modem classic of natural history which 
brings the incredible diversity and beauty of the tropical rainforest alive on every page. 
Although it is not directly about preservation of the rainforest, it provides some of the best 
ammunition for preservation simply in its descriptions — all from a deep ecological perspec- 
tive. If you are fighting for the rainforest, read this book so you will better understand the wild 
diversity for which you do battle. If you plan to visit the rainforest, read this first. 248 pages, 
Index, bibliography, paperback. $9 

CLEARCUTTING: A Crime Against Nature by Edward C. Fritz. Bill Oliver frequently sings 
about the champion of Texas forests, that red-headed woodpecker himself, Ned Fritz. This 
crusading attorney has now gone national with a grassroots campaign against Forest Service 
clearcutting. The abuses of clearcutting are exposed In this important bdok. Hardcover, 16 
pages of color photographs, graphics, $16.50. 

STERILE FOREST The Case Against Clearcutting by Edward C. Fritz. Ned Fritz, "The Father 
of Texas Wilderness" and founder of the Texas Committee on Natural Resources, details his 
campaign in and out of the courts to halt the Forest Service's arrogant schemes to turn the 
diverse deciduous forests of east Texas into sterile pine plantations. A key book for understand- 
ing the insouciant and corrupt United States Forest Service of today. Reviewed in Litha 84. 
Paperback. 271 pages. B & W photos. Special discounted price of $9.50 
TAME WILDERNESS by Dennis Fritzinger. An excellent little volume of poetry inspired by the 
wilderness and penned by a long active Bay Area Earth Firstler. Paperback. $6 
CONSCIENCE OF A CONSERVATIONIST Selected Essays by Michael Frome. Perhaps the 
most distinguished environmental journalist of our age, Mike Frome has been a conservation 
mainstay since the close of World War II. This long-awaited collection features his important 
writings of the 1960s and '70s, including one about his firing by Field and Stream Magazine for 
being too much of a conservationist. Other chapters relate conservation to the Southern 
Appalachians, forestry, ethics, pacifism, education, social justice, freedom of expression, and 
Henry David Thoreau. 288 pages, $27. 

•PROMISED LAND Adventures and Encounters in Wild America by Michael Frome. An 
inspiring chronicle of forty years of meeting important conservationists in America's wildest 
places by the foremost environmental journalist in the United States. Mark Dubois, Sig Olsen, 
William O. Douglas, Martin Litton and others, in the Grand Canyon, Yellowstone, Boundary 
Waters, Smokies, Maine Woods, and elsewhere. Reviewed in Litha 86. Hardcover, 312 pages, 
originally priced at $18.95. Signed by Mike Frome. S 12 as a special for EFlers. 

•WHOSE WOODS THESE ARE The Story of the National Forests by Michael Frome. This 
history of the National Forests and profile of representative Forests was originally published in 
1962. This is a reprint by Westview Press, signed for Earth First! by Frome. Includes a current 
preface. An important work for understanding the Forest Service of today. Through a special 
arrangement with the author, we are able to offer this book for substantially less than the cover 
price. 360 pages, index, paperback, $10 

WAR AT HOME Covert Action Against U.S. Activists and What We Can Do About It by 
Brian Glick. During the 1960s and early '70s, the FBI operated a massive program of infiltration 
against dissident groups. This campaign, COINTELPRO, was designed to harass, disrupt, 
discredit and intimidate individuals and groups working for civil rights and justice and against 
the Vietnam War. Reading this book, one can only think of Stalin's purges or current events 
in China. Recently, the FBI has launched a similar campaign against Central American peace 
groups, Jesse Jackson's organization in the South, the Sanctuary movement, and — now — 
Earth First!. Reading about the kinds of tactics FBI agents used to infiltrate groups 20 years ago 
will help us combat the current efforts to destroy Earth First!. 92 pages, paperback, footnotes, 
resources for help. $6. 

•SECRETS OF THE OLD GROWTH FOREST By 
David Kelly with photographs by Gary Braasch. 

Unlike many beautiful "coffee table" books of 
outdoor photograhy, this one is as important for 
its text as for its photos. Kelly masterfully surveys 
the current state of knowledge about the endan- 
gered old growth forest of the Pacific Northwest 
and makes a winning case for its preservation. 

Gary Braasch's color photographs are not just 
hauntingly lovely, they capture the intricate rela- 
tionships of the old growth community. Bibliog- 
raphy, 99 pages, oversized hardcover. $32. 

THE BREAKDOWN OF NATIONS By Leopold 
Kohr. This thought-provoking book argues con- 
vincingly that gargantuan growth has brought on 
wars, depressed living standards, and blocked 
social progress. E.F. Schumacher, author of Small 
Is Beautiful, said Kohr taught him more than 
anyone else. Foreword by Kirkpatrick Sale. Index, 
bibliography, appendices, paperback, 250 pages. 

$6. 

SACRED LAND SACRED SEX: Rapture of the 
Deep by Dolores LaChapelle. I would argue that Dolores LaChapelle is the most creative and 
insightful deep ecologist writing today. Many of us long awaited her latest book, and it fulfills 
our expectations. Oversized, soft cover, $24.50. 

EARTH WISDOM by Dolores LaChapelle. We can free ourselves and the land by learning how 
nature intended us to live. This book provides both the necessary background and the practical 
steps to begin learning how to "reinhabit" your place on Earth. Fully illustrated. Large format 
paperback. Reviewed in Samhain 85. $15.50 

BEAR MAGIC A chapbook by the National Grizzly Growers featuring poems by Gary Lawless, 
Leslie Marmon Silko, James Roller, and Kate Barnes; art by Stephen Petroff; and interviews with 
Doug Peacock, Dave Foreman, and Lance Olsen. All proceeds to the Bear. $3.50. 

A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC And Sketches Here and There — Special Commemorative 
Edition by Aldo Leopold. A Sand County Almanac is the most important, the loveliest, the 
wisest book ever penned. This environmental classic was selected by more reviewers in Sierra 
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magazine's recent overview of significant environmental books 
than any other. And finally there is a version of it adequate for 
true Leopold fanatics. Elegantly designed and accompanied by 
Charles W. Schwartz's excellent charcoal sketches, this is a 
treasure. Paperback, 228 pages, $10. 

ALDO LEOPOLD His Life And Work By Curt Meine. If you 
have wanted to know more about the man who wrote A Sand 
County Almanac, Meine's book should satisfy your interest. 

Although highly readable, this is a thorough and analytic review 
of the most important conservation thinker of the 20th century. 

Meine makes abundantly clear, nonetheless, in his study of 
Leopold as a boy, student, young forester. Forest Supervisor, 
game manager, pioneer ecologist and university professor, that 
Leopold was always an activist on the cutting edge of conserva- 
tion whether it be game protection, wilderness preservation or 
wildlife management. Hard cover, 638 pages, index, footnotes, 
bibliography, photographs. $32. 

•COMPANION TO A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC Interpretive & Critical Essays edited byj. 
Baird Callicott. Aldo Leopold perhaps thought harder than anyone else in 20th century 
America about wilderness and our relationship to it. His posthumously published book A Sand 
County Almanac ranks as the finest discussion of conservation ever written. In this collection 
of essays by leading historians and conservation thinkers, Professor Callicott has produced a 
sustained study of Leopold from perspectives of art, philosophy, history and social commen- 
tary. Although parts of the book are weak (the professional philosophers in it sorta wimp out) 
it is, nonetheless, an excellent book for better understanding Leopold. Paperback, 308 pages. 
$14.50 

INTERVIEWS WITH ICONOCLASTS Headed Upstream by Jack Loeffler. What do Edward 
Abbey, Gary DeWalt, John Fife, Dave Foreman, Garrett Hardin, Alvin Josephy, John Nichols, 
Doug Peacock, Godfrey Reggio, Gary Snyder, Anna Sofaer, Stewart Udall, Andrew Weil and 
Philip Whalen have in common? They're American iconoclasts unafraid to speak their minds 
and they're all interviewed in jack Loeffler’s book. Softcover, 194 pages, photographs, $12.50. 

GREEN RAGE: Radical Environmentalism and the 
Unmaking of Civilization By Christopher Manes. Occa- 
sionally a book is released that rocks the establishment. 
Green Rage is such a book. Scholar and long-time EF!er 
Christoph Manes has written a powerful manifesto for the 
radical environmental movement. Hardback, 291 pages, 
$ 21 . 

QUATERNARY EXTINCTIONS A Prehistoric Revolution 
Edited by Paul Martin and Richard G. Klein. Whodunit? 
12,000 to 10,000 years ago, dozens of genera of large 
mammals and birds became extinct. In this impressive 
anthology, 38 scientific papers analyze whether climatic 
change or overhunting by humans caused the demise of 
mammoth, mastodon, smilodon, cave bear, cave lion, giant 
beaver and others in North & South America, Australia, 
Oceania, Eurasia and Madagascar. This is a book of crucial 
importance in understanding the impact of our species on 
the rest of nature. Paperback, index, footnotes, references, 
892 pages. $37.50. 

FOREST PRIMEVAL The Natural History of an Ancient Forest by Chris Maser. Maser is a well- 
known forest ecologist who did research for the Bureau of Land Management for many years. 
In this delightful yet sad book, really a biography of a thousand year-old Douglas-fir forest on 
the west slope of the Oregon Cascades, he weaves a comprehensive natural history of the 
ancient forest with lyrical writing, passion, scientific rigor and wisdom. After reading certain 
books, you want to meet the author. This is one. Every ancient forest activist should read it 
— as should every politician in the Northwest. Hardcover, index, references, appendices, 
photos, 282 pages, $26.50. 

WILDLIFE IN AMERICA By Peter Matthiessen. In this 
classic history of destruction of wildlife and habitat in the 
United States, Matthiessen established his reputation as one 
of America's leading writers and naturalists. Now updated 
and revised, it tells perhaps the saddest story ever written, 
how, faced with a virgin continent teeming with wildlife, 
we Americans laid waste with an unprecedented rapacity. 

Matthiessen looks at this tragic history region by region 
across our nation and concludes with a stirring essay on 
extinction. Appendices include a listing of species pro- 
tected under the Endangered Species Act and a chronology 
of wildlife legislation. Heavily illustrated with color and 
black and white (including color plates by Audubon). 

Index, 332 pages, hardcover. Originally $32, now only $18! 

THE END OF NATURE by Bill McKibben. McKibben's book 
has been as widely reviewed as any environmental book 
ever. Although many reviews have slammed it, this is not 
because McKibben can't write — he is an artist with words. 

The reviewers are turned off by Bill's refusal to pander, his 

honesty in telling the truth even if it hurts, and his good words about Earth First!. Hardcover. 

$ 22 . 
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•THE HUMAN CONDITION An Ecological and Historical View by William H. McNeill. 
McNeill is one of the pioneers of ecological history, with a major influence on more recent 
members of that school. He is also one of the great historians of our time (his Rise of the West 
is unmatched as a comprehensive study of civilization) . In this slim volume he interprets worid 
history as a study of parasitism (diseases and pests are microparasites; imperial leaders and other 
thugs are macroparasites). He discusses three landmarks of human history where systematic 
changes in the balance between micro and macroparasitism occurred: the advance of our 
ancestors to the apex of the food chain, human penetration of the colder and drier regions of 
Earth, and establishment of agriculture. Hardcover, 81 pages. $10. 

PLAGUES AND PEOPLES by William H. McNeill . This book, originally published in 1 9 76, and 
by one of America's most distinguished historians, helped launch the current trend of 
ecological histories. His revolutionary thesis is that one of the major actors on the stage of 
history has been epidemic disease and, in fact, only disease can account for such events as the 
conquest of Mexico by Cortez. Moreover, McNeill undertakes a historical and ecological 
analysisof the role of macro and microparasites in human society. Paperback, 29 1 pages, index, 
footnotes, appendix. $8. 

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO ECOLOGY? by Stephanie Mills. Stephanie Mills became a 
shining star of the "ecology movement" in the heady Earth Day era twenty years ago after her 
famous valedictory speech at Mills College when she proclaimed she would not have children. 
This is a memoir of her journey through the movement — editorships of Not Man Apart and 
CoEvolution Quarterly, associations with luminaries like David Brower and Stewart Brand, and 
the beginnings of Bioregional and Earth First! activism. Entertaining and thought-provoking, 
her book is of value to all activists. Hardcover, 253 pages, $21. 

DESIGN FOR A LIVABLE PLANET How You Can Help Clean Up The Environment Byjohn 
Naar. This may be the best of the post-Earth Day 90 books, with its in-depth chapters on 
garbage, toxics, water pollution, air pollution, acid rain, deforestation, global warming, 
radiation, renewable energy, law, eco-action (including monkeywrenching and civil disobedi- 
ence), and personal lifestyle . This book is easy to read and also to use — it’s crammed with how- 
to information and lists of who to contact. Softcover, 338 pages, index, $15. 

THE RIGHTS OF NATURE A History of Environmental Ethics By Roderick Nash. Professor 
William Cronon of Yale says that Nash's new book is "the most comprehensive and 
encyclopedic history anyone has yet written of the intellectual precursors of radical environ- 
mentalism." Indeed it is. The Rights of Nature is a family tree for those of us in Earth First! 
interested in our philosophical genesis. It is also a fine-grained whetstone for honing our 
arguments. The last chapter devotes considerable space to Earth First! and is, in my opinion, 
by farthe best studyofourgroupyettoappear in print. Hardcover, 290 pages, index, footnotes, 
bibliography. $29. 

WILDERNESS AND THE AMERICAN MIND Roderick Nash's peerless history of American 
attitudes toward the wilderness. Perhaps the most important book available for understanding 
the dynamic interplay between humans and nature in the New World. Now in an expanded. 
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revised 3rd edition with greater emphasis on Deep Ecology. A must for every conservation 
bookshelf. Reviewed in Eostar 88. Paperback, index, 425 pages. S 14. 

ANCIENT FORESTS OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST By Elliott Norse. This important book 
written by the staff ecologist of The Wilderness Society is both an extremely useful companion 
to Chris Maser's Forest Primeval and a well-written and comprehensive reference by itself for 
ancient forest activists. It pays to know what you are talking about. Dr. Norse's ecological 
primer of ancient forests is perhaps the quickest way to gain access to the facts. Paperback, 327 
pages, index, further reading, photos, graphs, illustrations. $22. 

•ENDANGERED RIVERS And the Conservation Movement By Tim Palmer. Although dams 
and other river-destroying projects have played a major role in the history of the conservation 
movement, the National Wild & Scenic Rivers System is the least known and most neglected 
of our nation’s preservation systems. While there are a number of excellent books about the 
history of river destruction and "water development" in the United States, none have focused 
on the effort to preserve free-flowing rivers — until Tim Palmer's exhaustively researched and 
finely crafted history. This is a necessary addition to the field of conservation history and no 
wild river lover should be without it. Includes 40 full-color photographs by the author. 
Paperback, 316 pages, index, references, appendices. $15. 

GRIZZLY YEARS By Doug Peacock. Doug was an Earth Firstler 
before EF! was bom. He has probably spent more time with 
grizzly bears in the wild than anyone alive, and finally got 
around to putting some of his personal experiences in print. 
This is the story of a bumed-out Vietnam vet who found new 
life in the presence of predators capable of eating him. It's also 
about the life of the Griz, once and future king of the wilder- 
ness. Hardcover, 288 pages, $24. 

A FOREST JOURNEY The Role of Wood in the Development 
of Civilization by John Perlin. Some of the best books on 
conservation tell the story of human civilization through the 
abuse of the land — Deserts on the March and Topsoil and 
Civilization, for example. Perlin 's fine book belongs on the 
shelf with them. If you want to understand the destruction of 
the ancient forests of the Pacific Northwest and the tropical 
rainforests today, you will do well to read about the five 
thousand years of forest destruction outlined here. A particu- 
lar emphasis is given to forest destruction in England and early 
America, although ancient Mesopotamia, Crete, Greece, 
Rome, North Africa and Europe are well attended to. Hardcover, Foreword by Lester Brown, 
footnotes, index, illustrations, 445 piages, $22. 

•DOLPHIN LEAPING IN THE MILKY WAY by Jeff Poniewaz. There are many poets in the 
Earth First! tribe and Jeff Poniewaz is one of the best. This is a collection of Jeff's finest 
ecopoems. See the review of "Dolphin" by Lone Wolf Circles in Mabon 87. Papierback, 145 
piages. $8 

CADILLAC DESERT The American West and Its Disappearing 
WaterbyMarcReisner. Meticulously researched and remarkably 
readable, this is the epic story of America's water "development" 
and a fine history of the Bureau of Reclamation and the Army 
Corps of Engineers. It features engineering "triumphs" and dam 
failures, irrigated deserts and poisoned water tables, along with 
a cast of thousands, ranging from thugs like William Mulholland 
who brought Los Angeles water from the Owens Valley, to evil 
bureaucrats like Floyd Dominy who literally screwed himself out 
of his job as Commissioner of Reclamation, to phony environ- 
mental politicians like Mo Udall, Cecil Andrus and Dick Lamm, 
to heroes like David Brower. An essential primer for anyone 
interested in Western water issues (reviewed in Litha 87). Papier- 
back, 582 piages. $11 

NATIONAL PARKS The American Experience by Alfred Runte. 

This revised second edition is one of the landmarks of conserva- 
tion history. Not only does Runte provide a comprehensive history of National Parks in 
America, he develops a penetrating analysis of the pitfalls of arguing for National Parks from 
standpoints of recreation, monumental scenery, and worthless lands. He also discusses the 
creation of new Parks in Alaska, how nontraditional Parks like National Seashores fit into the 
system, and biological issues like fire ecology. Footnotes, index, bibliographic note, photo- 
graphs, 335 pages, $13.50. 

•MOUNTAINS WITHOUT HANDRAILS Reflections on the National Parks by Joseph L. Sax. 
A modem conservation classic by a law professor from the University of California. Roderick 
Nash says, "Sax has drilled to the core the most important euestion facing the national parks 
of today." This is one of the most far-reaching defenses of the preservationist piosition on 
National Parks. 152 pages, paperback, index, $9.50 

•DESERTS QN THE MARCH Fourth edition by Paul B. Sears. Prof. Sears was one of America's 
best known botanists. In this American conservation classic, he asks the question, "Is the 
human race digging its own grave in North America?" He discusses the destruction of virgin 
prairie, the despoiling of natural waterways, the hewing down of great forests, the indiscrimi- 
nate killing of wildlife. "Man has become the sponsor of a biological experiment without 
known parallel in the history of the earth ... He no longer accepts . . . the pattern in which 
he finds himself, but has destroyed that pattern and from the wreck is attempting to create a 
new one. That, of course, is cataclysmic revolution." 264 pages, index, hardcover. $20. 

THINKING-LIKE A MOUNTAIN Towards a Council of All 
Beings byjohn Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Flemingand Ame Naess. 
Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. This book of readings, meditations, 
pxiems, rituals and workshop notes prepared on three continents 
helps us remember that environmental defense is "Self" defense. 
Including magnificent illustrations of flora and fauna from the 
Tasmanian rainforest, this book provides a context for ritual 
identification with the natural environment and so invites us to 
begin a process of "community therapy" in defense of Earth. 
Facilitating a process for allowing us "to hear the sound of the 
earth crying" as our own cry, it is an imjxirtant deep ecology 
educational tool for use in schools, community groups and 
elsewhere for piersonal reflection. 128 pages, references, papier- 
back. $9.50 
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SISTERS OF THE DREAM by Mary Sojourner. This first novel 
from Arizona Earth First! activist and Grand Canyon defender, 
Mary Sojourner, weaves a magical story of dreams, connections, 
sisterhood, monkeywrenching, anger and love. Don’t miss this 
one! Hardcover, 363 piages, $22. 

CONSERVATION BIOLOGY An Evolutionary-Ecological 
Perspective edited by Michael E. Soule and Bruce A. Wilcox. An 
anthology of important papers by leading researchers in four 
parts: Ecological Principles of Conservation, Consequences of 
Insularization, Captive Propagation and Conservation, and 
Exploitation and Preservation. Raymond Dasmann writes, "I 
believe Conservation Biology is one of the most imjxirtant 
books on conservation that is now available. If I had my way it 
would be required reading for everyone actively concerned with 
conservation." If you want the best scientific ammunition for a 
preservationist pxiint of view, here it is. 395 -pages, index, 
bibliography, papierback. $26.50 



CONSERVATION BIOLOGY The Science of Scarcity a 
Diversity edited by Michael E. Soule. This is a follow-up to the 
previous Conservation Biology (see above) and is just as im- 
portant, with 25 chapters by leading experts covering Fitness 
& Viability of Populations, Patterns of Diversity and Rarity: 
Their Implications for Conservation, The Effects of Fragmen- 
tation, Community Processes, Threats and Management of 
Sensitive Habitats and Systems, and Dealing With the Real 
World. A must for serious defenders of natural diversity. 584 
pages, index, bibliography, paperback. $30.50 
THE OLD WAYS Gary Snyder’s remarkable volume on rein- 
habitation. "The wisdom and skill of those who studied the 
universe first hand, by direct knowledge and experience, for 
millennia, both inside and outside themselves, is what we 
might call the Old Ways." Six approaches to the old ways via 
pioetry, myth, and sense of place. Paperback. 96 pages. $5.50 
WITH JUSTICE FOR NONE Destroying an American Myth 
By Gerry Spience. Gerry Spence is perhaps America's finest 
living trial lawyer, who achieved fame in the Silkwood and 
Miss Wyoming cases. With this book, Spience also estab- 
lishes himself as one of the most provocative and farsighted 
legal theorists of our time and as a great defender of the 
American ideals of liberty and justice. In Part One of this 
seminal book, Spience discusses what is wrong with the 
.American justice system, as he dissects lawyers, law stu- 
dents, law schools, juries, judges, trials, work, insurance 
companies and corporations. In Part Two, he offers far- 
reaching and noble proposals for reform of the legal profes- 
sion, law schools, and courts; and for roping in corporate 
crime. 370 pages, hardback, index, references. $21. 

•THIS IS DINOSAUR Echo Park Country and Its Magic 
Rivers edited by Wallace Stegner. The modem environ- 
mental movement was bom in the fight in the early 1950s 
to stop a giant dam on the Yampia and Green Rivers in 
Dinosaur National Monument. This book, originally pub- 
lished by Alfred A. Knopf in 1955, was one of the most 
effective tools of that battle. It has been reprinted in a fine 
new edition by Boulder publisher Roberts Rinehart with a 
new Foreword by Wallace Stegnerand an excellent selection 
of b & w photographs. Writers include Stegner, Olaus Murie, Joseph Penfold, and Otis "Dock" 
Marston. 93 pages, medium format, papierback. $10 

ZODIAC The Eco-Thriller by Neal Stephenson. Here's a fast-paced environmental thriller 
featuring a New Age Sam Spade and evil polluters in Boston harbor. Wet suits, Zodiac rafts, 
PCBs, the FBI, a sleazy presidential candidate, and GEE — the Group of Environmental 
Extremists, produce an east coast version of that novel about George and Bonnie and .... 
Papierback, 283 pages. $9. 

•THE WHISPER BEHIND THE WIND by Walkin' Jim Stoltz. A collection of pioetry by a 
longtime EF! musician. These are words inspired by opien skies, wild creatures, and cross- 
country hikes longer than most of us will ever attempt. Songs from the heart and the land. 
Papierback, 44 pages. $7.50 

•RESPECT FOR NATURE A Theory of Environmental Ethics By Paul W. Taylor. Can an 
argument for biocentrism and the intrinsic worth of all living beings be painstakingly and 
rationally developed within the context of western philosophy? Dr. Taylor, Professor of 
Philosophy at Brooklyn College, has done it. Although this work is not easy reading and his 
argument is somewhat abstract, this is an important book for those interested in arguing for 
biocentrism. I personally do not agree with Taylor's view, which is based on ethical 
relationships with individuals (I keep company with Aldo Leopiold's holistic community 
approach), but I applaud Taylor for a fine contribution to the biocentric cause. Index, 
bibliography, footnotes, 329 pages. Papierback. $14. 

MODERNE MAN COMIX by Bruce van Alten. You've enjoyed Bruce van Alten's cartoon strips 
in the Earth First! Journal for years, now they are collected in a well designed and printed trade 
piapierback edition. $11.50. 

•WILDERNESS VISIONARIES by Jim dale Vickery. John Davis reviewed this fine book in the 
Brigid 87 issue, calling it "one of the more enjoyable explorations of the lives of great ecologists 
ever to appiear in print." Vickery, canoe guide and writer from the Boundary Waters, explores 
man's hunger for wild country by examining the lives of six wilderness legends: Henry David 
Thoreau, John Muir, Robert Service, Robert Marshall, Calvin Rustrum and Sigurd Olson. 263 
piages, index, bibliography, papierback, illustrated. $11. 

ON THE BRINK OF EXTINCTION: Conserving the Diversity of Life By Edward C. Wolf. This 
inexpensive chapbook from Worldwatch Institute (Papier #78) is the best summary of 
biodiversity and conservation biology we have seen. Every EF!er should own a copy and read 
it. Better yet, get a copy into the hands of your local Sierra Club leaders or your local Forest 
Supervisor or member of Congress. Paperback, 54 pages, index. $4. 

RIVERS OF EMPIRE Water, Aridity & The Growth of The American West By Donald 
Worster. Although this excellent history by Worster (author of Dust Bowl and other ecological 
histories) covers the same events and personalities as Marc Reisner's Cadillac Desert, it goes 
beyond Cadillac in placing the history of water "development" in the arid West in the context 
ofa theoryof history — that of "hydraulic civilization.” Worster clearly believes that hydraulic 
civilizations are societies built on sand.' A comment near the end gives a good indication of how 
biocentric this book is: groups as diverse as the Papago Indians and the Chinese Taoists seem to have 
met that requirement [learning to think like a river], and there is much we can leant from them. 
Index, footnotes, papierback. $14.50. 

•YELLOWSTONE AND THE FIRES OF CHANGE By George Wuerthner. The coverage of the 
1988 Yellowstone fires by the American news media was superficial, irrespionsible and 
sensationalistic without pieer. Enough bullshit! Fire ecologist and nature photographer George 
Wuerthner provides in this much-needed book a sensible ecological appraisal. With authori- 
tative text and 90 full -color photos, Wuerthner covers the fire fighting efforts and analyzes the 
impiact of the fires on Yellowstone's wildlife and ecosystems. If your member of Congress is 
talking out of his/her ass about the Yellowstone "disaster, " send 'em this book! Bibliography, 
maps, 64 pages, piapierback, oversized. $ 10. 
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Earth First! Journal Reprints 

KILLING ROADS 

A Citizens' Primer on the Effects & Removal of Roads 

We have stacks of this 8-page tabloid, produced by the EF! Biodiversity Project, 
which ran as an insert in the May 1, 1990, issue. An important reference for 
wilderness protectors, this primer includes articles on the ecological effects of 
roads , the interstate highway system, legal means to close roads, and suggested 
road closures. It includes the complete text of Keith Hammer's outstanding 
"Road Ripper's Guide to the National Forests" and sample FOIA letters about 
forest roads. 50c per copy. Substantial discounts available for bulk orders. 


OLD GROWTH IN THE EAST 
A Preliminary Overview 

We've reprinted the complete text of this four-part series in a handy 8 1/2" X 1 1* 
format to serve as a reference for eastern old-growth activists. This is an attempt 
at a complete inventory of all remaining old growth in the eastern U.S. These 
tracts of forest, most of them never cut and generally larger than 100 acres, have 
enormous ecological significance. Many enjoy some sort of protected status, 
but those not protected should be key targets for preservation campaigns. 23 
pages, $S. 
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BUMPERSTICKERS 

Unless otherwise indicated, our bumperstickers are green lettering on long 
lasting white vinyl and are $1 postpaid. ‘Starred bumperstickers are multi- 
colored with designs and are $1.25 postpaid. 

AMERICAN WILDERNESS ANOTHER MORMON 


LOVE IT OR 
LEAVE, IT ALONE 

BACK TO THE 
PLEISTOCENE 


DAMN THE CORPS 
NOT RIVERS 

CACTM FIRSTI POI 1171 TatMB, At 11701 


ON DRUGS 

EARTH nun ^ POO M7I lactM. AZ 11701 

BOYCOTT 
COOKS “BEER” 


p><Darwinjp> 

MtiH nun ^ poo sen az 01701 

DEVELOPERS GO 


I1EQEDT RADER DtvtLUHtKbUU 

UEdcm nHrcn build in helli 

DON'T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? dream back the bison 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK! SING BACK THE SWAN 


EARTH FIRSTI V FOB S87 1 Tncoon. AZ 8S703 



earth nun n poo ssti t>»h. az 11701 


EARTH FIRST! 

EARTH FIUTI ^ FOB SB7I Tocm. AZ SS70S 

ESCHEW 

SURPLUSAGE 


TT o p 

mmm4 


HAYDUKE LIVES 

FABTH FIRSTI FOB 1071 T«io«. AZ SS7Q3 




' - 





Sometimes bumperstickers are used as agitators. 


MALTHUS WAS RIGHT 

® FOB SH7I Tooaa. AZ SST03 


HUNT COWS 
-NOT BEARS 

EARTH FIRSTI ^ FOR SSTI TaCMa. AZ 01701 

HUNTERS: 

Did a cow get your elk? 

EARTH FIRSTI ^ FOR IR71 Taiaaa. AZ 8S70S 

I’d Rather He 
Monkey wrenching 


LOVE YOUR MOTHER 

DON'T BECOME ONE. 

EARTH FIUTI FOB SRTI Taiaaa. AZ SS703 



POWER lUl 
TO YOU 



(NATIVE 

NEANDERTHAL 
AND PROUD 


PAY YOUR RENT 
WORK FOR THE EARTH 


RESCUE THE 
RAINFOREST 

CAJKTN null ml un l«m. II HIM 

fjtl SAVE 

sm. the YELLOWSTONE [fW\\ 

■ft GRIZZLY 

STOP THE FOREST SERVICE 
SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 

EARTH FIRSTI ^ FOR SRTI Tama. AZ BSTOS 

SUBVERT THE 
DOMINANT PARADIGM 


MUIR 


NATURE BATS LAST 

LARTH FIRSTI ^ FOB SRTI Txaon. AZ SS703 

OIL AND BEARS 
(^| DON'T MIX 


OIL AND BEARS 
I DON’T MIX 


EARTH FIRST! H FOR SSTI laiNa. AZ SS703 

REDNECKS FOR 
WILDERNESS 


RESIST MUCH, 
OBEY LITTLE 

EARTH FIRST! ^ FOB SRTI Ticaaa. AZ SSTOS 

SAVE THE WILD 

EARTH FIRSTI ^ FOB SRTI Tmm*. AZ RSTOS 

STOP 

CLEARCUTTING 

( ABVH FIUTI FOR SSTI Taiaaa. AZ SSlOl 

THINK GLOBALLY- 
ACT LOCALLY 


FOB SRTI Tacaaa. AZ SSTOS 


FOB SRTI Tucaou AZ SSTOS 


VOTE GREEN! 

EARTH FIRSTI ^ FOB SR7I Tacaaa. AZ SSTOS 


WOLVES! ‘COWS 


CHEAP BUMPERSTICKERS! 

These bumperstickers are printed on cheap paper (very 
difficult to remove) and come at special quantity dis- 
counts. Have some fun and spread the word! 


PUBLIC LANDS GRAZING = 
WELFARE RANCHING 


$1 per dozen 



IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS 
SMALL AS MINE, YOU’D NEED 
A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO. 

$5 per dozen 


SILENT AGITATORS 

Fun to stick anywhere — bar bathrooms, Freddie offices, trail 
registers . . . wherever the evil ones need to know that we are 
about and watching. 

EARTH FIRST! FISTS 

Green EF! fist logo with words "EARTH FIRST! No compromise in 
defense of Mother Earth" in red ink. 1 5/8 inch diameter circles. 30 
n?!' for $1.25 postpaid. 


W 


ANTI-GRAZING 

A grazing cow and barbed wire with the universal "no" slash, and 
the words "Free Our Public Lands!" and "Stop Destructive Welfare 
Ranching End Public Lands Livestock Grazing." 1 5/8 inch diameter 
circles. 30 for $1.25 postpaid. 


Coors Is Anti-Earth COORS 

aIIKS" Spread the word on these villains. Black words on green stickers. 
BOYWJTT COORS ^ x 3 inc ^ rectan gl es - 10 for $1.25 postpaid. 

"TOOLS" 

C^* The late John Zaelit's Monkeywrench and Warclub design is back by 

“"//V 51 ' popular demand. Brown design with "Earth First!" in green on 1 5/ 

8 inch diameter white circles. 30 for $1.25 postpaid. 

WINDOW STICKERS 

EARTH FIRST! FIST Green EF! fist with the words “EARTH FIRST! No compro- 
mise in Defense of Mother Earth" in green on a 3 inch diameter white vinyl 
circle. 4 for $1 postpaid. 

NO COWS Cow and barbed wire in black with "universal no" red slash and 
circle. Words: Free Our Public Lands! Stop Destructive Welfare Ranching End 
Public Lands Livestock Grazing. 3 inch diameter white vinyl circle. 6 for $1 
postpaid. 

The Lee Stetson "John Muir" Series 

AN EVENING 
WITH JOHN MUIR 

This is a recording of Lee Stetson's 
one-man stage play, based on the 
life and works of John Muir. In it, 
we join Muir in his home on the 
evening of Dec. 19, 1913, as he 
awaits a decision by President 
Woodrow Wilson. Wilson must 
sign or veto the bill authorizing a 
dam within Yosemite National 
Park, a decision to either provide 
new water to San Francisco or to 
preserve the exquisite Hetch 
Hetchy Valley. For Muir, this is the 
last battle in a 25 -year-long struggle 
to preserve the National Park Sys- 
tem he helped create. Cassette, 90 
minutes. $11. 

STICKEEN 

This is Muir's gripping story of get- 
ting trapped on a glacier during a 
howling storm in the company of 
the dog, Stickeen. This "little, 
black, short-legged bunchy-bod- 
ied, toy dog," as Muir described 
him, "enlarged my life, extended its boundaries." The tale was one of Muir's 
most popular, and has lost none of its power in this recorded performance. 
Cassette, 38 minutes. $9. 

THE SPIRIT OF JOHN MUIR 

This is another in Stetson’s series of outstanding Muir re-creations One 
moment you'll be riding with Muir on a snow avalanche for 3,000 feet down one 
of the Valley walls, next climbing up a 500-foot ice cone at the foot of Yosemite 
Fall, then rocking and reeling on a new-born talus slope during a stupendous 
earthquake. Muir comes alive while exploring the backcountry for glaciers, 
"interviewing" a bear, and meeting Ralph Waldo Emerson. Cassette, 50 min- 
utes, $10. 





Ed Abbey Reads From His Work 

FREEDOM AND WILDERNESS 
Two cassettes (2hrs. 52 minutes) of Edward 
Abbey reading selections from his books. 

Includes Come On In (The Journey Home), 

Fire Lookout (Abbey's Road), The Dead Man At 
Grandview Point (Desert Solitaire), Down 
There In The Rocks (Abbey's Road), Cowboys 
(Desert Solitaire), Watching The Birds: The 
Windhover (Down The River), In Defense Of. 

The Redneck (Abbey's Road), Merry Christmas 
Pigs (Abbey's Road), Freedom And Wilderness, 

Wilderness And Freedom (The Journey 
Home), Planting A Tree (Down The River). 

Hear it from Cactus Ed hisself. $18.50. 
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NOTECARDS FROM 
HELEN WILSON 


The Journal is proud to carry a line of 
notecards from wildlife artist and EF! 
activist Helen Wilson. They are 4" by 
5 1/2" and printed on recycled 
cardstock. $4 postpaid for a set of 
eight (two each of four designs), plus 
envelopes. 






Steph proudly wears her "french-cut" griz shirt. 


KIDS' SHIRTS 

EARTH FIRST! 

Words and fist logo in black ink on 
green T-shirt, 50/50 blend, kids' 
size Small only. $5 postpaid, while 
they last. Be sure to specify kid's 
when you order. 

MOTHER GRIZZLY & CUB 
"French-cut" T-shirts 
These shirts, with scoop neck and 
fitted sleeves & body, are labeled 
"women's small" but really fit girls 
size 10-12best. 50/50 cotton/poly- 
ester, 4-color design on cream 
shirt. Only $5 while they last. 

CLEARANCE SALE 

THE CRACKING OF 
GLEN CANYON DAMN 
Jim Stiles' infamous masterpiece 
on a T-shirt. Keep on praying for 
that one little precision earth- 
quake! Black design on blue 
heather 75/25 cotton/poly blend. 
Adult sizes S and M only. $5. 


CALENDARS 

We are proud to offer two of the country's finest calendars 
from Dream Garden Press. 

1991 Edward Abbey Western Wilderness Calendar 
Special memorial edition featuring selections 
from Abbey's books. $11 postpaid. 

1991 National Parks Engagement Calendar 
A handsome 6 " by 9 " week-by-week 
engagement calendar with 50 color photos. 

$12 postpaid. 

Buy now and beat the rush! Order directly from Earth First! Journal. 



EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

Make checks out to "Earth First!" or send cash. Mail to Earth First!, POB 7, Canton, NY 13617. Please allow five 
weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received in that time). If possible, please use a street address so we can 
ship by UPS. First Class delivery can be arranged. Enter size, color, style, etc. We are sometimes temporarily out of 
certain items while waiting for stock to arrive. We'll send you the rest of your order immediately and the missing item 
as soon as we receive it. If you are in a hurry, give us a second choice of colors and when you need it by. Orders from 
outside of the United States must be in U.S. currency and include extra for shipping. Please use a separate subscription 
form when sending in a subscription. 


These anonymous ecowarriors were found displaying Earth First! caps and patches. 

CAMOCAPS 


• how 
_ many 

Trinket Description 

Color 

Size 

Amount 































• 


































































Name 

Street 


City, State 


Zip 


Sub-total 

Add 7% sales tax 
if NY delivery. 

OKAY, HERE'S 


We have camouflage baseball caps in 
100% cotton with adjustable tabs so 
one size fits all. The EF! fist logo and the 
words "EARTH FIRST!" are printed in 
black. $8 postpaid. 

NON CAMO CAPS 

For you non-militaristic types out there, 
we have a non-camouflage cap — the 
fist and "Earth First!" in black ink on a 
tan cotton cap with a cloth back. One 
size fits all. $8 postpaid 



EMBROIDERED 

PATCHES 

EARTH FIRST! 

This embroidered patch features the 
green fist and the words "EARTH 
FIRST!" and "No Compromise." Green 
and black on a white 3" diameter round 
patch. $3.50 postpaid. 

HAYDUKE LIVES 

These are black 3 inch diameter round 
embroidered patches with a red mon- 
keywrench and the words HAYDUKE 
LIVES in red. $3.50 postpaid. 
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Access - Off-road vehicles should be 
completely prohibited from the Refuge, as 
should airboats and jetboats. Airplanes and 
motorboats should be restricted. Some riv- 
ers, such as the Firth, are so wild that no form 
of mechanization, including aircraft, should 
be allowed. Helicopters should be prohib- 
ited altogether in the Refuge except for criti- 
cal uses. 

Request your river planning work- 
book from FWS and keep this article to 
guide your comments. Write Arctic NWR, 
Federal Bldg, 101 12th Ave, Box 20, Fair- 
banks, AK 99701-6267. 

— Dave McCargo 

Timber Firms May Switch to 
Hardwoods 

California's Northern Rural Training 
and Employment Consortium (NoRTEQ is 
working with Governor George 
Deukmejian's timber project and a timber 
consulting firm "to convert rural mill opera- 
tions from softwood production to hard- 
wood in an attempt to keep workers em- 
ployed.” This could mean increasing cutting 
of forests in the East, as California imports 
from eastern states all the hardwood it uses. 
( Employment and Training Reporter, 7-4-90) 

Temagami Wilderness 
Still Endangered 

April 23, the day after Earth Day, the 
government of Ontario took a small step 
forward and a long step backward in the 
Temagami Wilderness struggle. 

On the positive side. Premier David 
Peterson [who lost his reelection bid in Sep- 
tember to the New Democratic Party con- 
tender] made an agreement with the Teme- 
Augama Anishnabai native people that 
places 8% of the wilderness under the con- 
trol of a council consisting of equal numbers 
of natives and government officials. In this 
limited area the government suspended log- 
ging indefinitely. 

On the negative side, the government 
issued timber cutting licenses for 28,000 
hectares. It also bought and closed down the 
William Milne & Sons sawmill ... not so good 
as it might seem. The government stated 
that it will pay the corporate group that 
owned the mill up to $5 million; and, with- 
out public announcement, increased the 
area that this group can log from 450 to 

20,000 hectares. Furthermore, the govern- 
ment failed to make any provision for alter- 
native employment for the 70 loggers 
thrown out of work by the mill closure, thus 


On 1 September 1990, Everglades Earth 
First! protested against the proposed fencing 
of the Key Deer (an Endangered Species) and 
the $100 million plan to widen US 1. The 
protest aimed at a lawsuit filed by the 
Monroe County Commission to force the US 
Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) to fence in the 
Key Deer population on Big Pine Key. 

This lawsuit is of national concern: if it 
succeeds, the self-proclaimed "Concrete 
Coalition" — the County Commission and 
the development lobby — will have under- 
mined the Endangered Species Act (ESA). 
The fencing of the Key Deer would set a legal 
precedent that would allow developers to 
satisfy the Act’s requirements by merely 
preserving a fenced or captive population of 
an Endangered Species. Three Monroe 
County Commissioners own land on Big 


encouraging them to turn against environ- 
mentalists. 

Through the media the government has 
led Ontarians to believe that the agreement 
with the Teme-Augama Anishnabai saved 
the forest. In reality, despite this "victory," 
82% of the Temagami's old-growth Red Pine 
and White Pine forests are unprotected. 

Call or write to the offices of Premier 
Peterson (416-965-1941) and Minister of 
Natural Resources Lyn Mcleod (416-965- 
1301) at the Parliament Building, 
Toronto, Ontario M7A 1A2. Ask that the 
entire Temagami Wilderness be perma- 
nently protected. 

For further information contact the 
Temagami Wilderness Society, 19 Mercer 
Street, Suite 307, Toronto, Ontario M5V 
1H2 (416-599-0152). 

Smokey Bear 
Kills Sugar Bear 

Despite protests by the newly formed 
Cedar River Action Group (CRAG), the US 
Forest Service is allowing the logging of the 
Sugar Bear old-growth tract in Seattle's wa- 
tershed. The agency says this 73 acres, sold to 
Marshall Logging of Enumclaw, was one of 
the areas traded for Spotted Owl habitat in 
last year's Hatfield/Adams compromise. 
Reportedly the Forest Service plans to sell 
shortly two adjacent tracts, also in the Cedar 
River Watershed and almost four times the 
size of Sugar Bear. 

May 30 six members of CRAG chained 
themselves to furniture in the FS's Seattle 
office to protest the Sugar Bear sale. June 6 
four men calling themselves Elk, Cougar, 
Pine Marten, and Bear maintained a cold, 
rainy vigil on planks 60 feet above ground in 
the forest. June 8 a group of protesters 
peacefully persuaded a logging crew to stop 
work for the day. 

One of the main sources for Seattle's 
drinking water, the Cedar River area still has 

15,000 acres of old-growth, and Spotted 
Owls, Pine Marten, Black Bear, one of the 
state’s largest populations of Cougar, and 
500-800 Elk. Yet the Forest Service, Weyer- 
haeuser, Scott Paper Co., and various smaller 
logging operations are riddling the water- 
shed with roads and clearcuts. 

In one of its brochures the Seattle Water 
Department states: "the primary purpose of 
the Seattle Water Department watershed 
management policy is to maintain high 
quality water that complies with existing 
and possible future standards without the 
addition of costly filtration." Nevertheless, 
while there are heavy fines for public trespass 


Pine Key, and will personally profit from the 
further destruction of Key Deer habitat. 
Everglades EF! supports Monroe County 
Mayor John Stormont in calling for a total 
ban on further development in the Keys. 

Everglades EF!'s action also aimed at the 
proposal to widen US 1, which would require 
dredging and filling critically important 
coral reefs and wetlands. Road kills consis- 
tently account for the vast majority of Key 
Deer deaths (43 of 54 in 1988, 27 of 34 in 
1989, 27 of 47 as of 8-21-90). Expansion of 
US 1 is a prerequisite to total development of 
the Keys, which would destroy all remaining 
wild Key habitats, and the 17 Endangered 
Species they support. 

—Everglades EF!, POB 557735, Miami, 
FL 33255 


within the watershed (no hiking allowed!), 
logging operations continue freely. 

in a similar situation, the city of Port- 
land, Oregon, may have to pray for a very 
costly water filtration system to replace the 
natural function of its Bull Run Watershed. 
Much of this land has been clearcut, causing 
siltation of its waters. 

For further information contact Karen 
Coulter or Asante Riverwind via 206-548- 
1375. 

Sugar Drains Florida 

Sugar was first raised in Florida by Eng- 
lish settlers in the early 1800s. In 1835, the 
Seminoles drove away most of the settlers 
and destroyed their crops. Perhaps the 
Seminoles were wiser than the whites. 
However, by 1 845 the plantations were start- 
ing to reappear in the area of modem-day 
Bradenton. 

Today sugar cane grows in three places 
in the US: Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and Florida. 
These three areas supply 60% of the US 
demand for sugar; the remaining 40% is 
imported. Florida provides 20% of the total 
US sugar production. The cane is grown for 
two main products: sugar, for human con- 
sumption; and molasses, used in making 
livestock feed and alcoholic beverages. 

In 1988 Florida’s sugar cane crop was 
worth $523 million for the 14.2 million tons 
of sugar produced. This quantity of sugar 
requires a massive cane crop as only 10% of 
the plant can be turned into sugar. Today 

404.000 acres of land around the southern 
perimeter of Lake Okeechobee, part of the 
historical Everglades, are cultivated for sugar 
cane production. 

Nine corporations control sugar pro- 
duction in Florida. They employ 8173 regu- 
lar workers plus, during the harvest season, 

10.000 workers imported from the West 
Indies under the F12-A Immigration pro- 
gram, which allows the workers to enter the 
US for the harvest season only, then returns 
them to their homelands. Due to its clout in 
Congress, the sugar industry receives federal 
protection from foreign sugar imports. 

According to industry sources, federal 
price supports (your tax dollars) account for 
more than 50% of the sugar industry's in- 
come . US growers receive more than 23 cents 
per pound for their sugar while the world 
price is about 12 cents per pound. 

Sugar cane farming is killing the Ever- 
glades Ecosystem The fertilizer-rich water 
runoff from the cane fields is causing cattails 
to grow throughout the Everglades, replac- 
ing the sawgrass endemic to the ecosystem 
and altering the entire food chain. In the 
Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge alone, 
over 6000 acres of sawgrass have been re- 
placed by cattails in recent years. 

Rare wildlife in the Everglades faces 
destruction due to poisons released by sugar 
agribusiness. This is evidenced by the 70% 
decrease in Bald Eagle nesting and the 50% 
decrease in Osprey nesting. 

Sugar growers lease — at bargain rates — 

19.000 acres of state-owned land in the 
upper Everglades which is pending sale to 
them. Sugar mills are one of the top 10 
sources of air pollution in Palm Beach 
County. Fields are burned each year before 
being harvested. 

The soil in the Everglades agricultural 
area is disappearing. Since 1924, the soil has 
dropped six feet. In 15 years it is expected 
that much of the area will be only one foot 
above the limestone foundation. 

Sugar is also destroying Lake 
Okeechobee. Sugar growers back-pump 
water into the lake. The high nitrogen and 
phosphorus content of this water promotes 
the growth of algae and other plants that rob 
the lake of oxygen, depleting other species. 

The sugar industry pays only 1.7% of 
the annual operating costs of the South Flor- 
ida Water Management District while receiv- 
ing 46% of the regional water supply in 
drought years, robbing the Everglades Eco- 
system and urban users. Julio Fanjul, spokes- 
man for the South Florida Water Manage- 
ment District, is first cousin to sugar barons 
Alfonso and Alexander Fanjul, raising the 
question of a conflict of interest. The Florida 
Department of Environmental Regulation, 
in its response to a federal lawsuit, recently 
claimed it can't enforce clean water laws 
against sugar growers. 

The Everglades has been declared a 
World Heritage Site, International Biosphere 
Reserve, and Wetland of International Im- 
portance. It is the only National Park in the 
Western Hemisphere to have all three dis- 
tinctions. The Everglades Ecosystem sup- 
ports 10 Endangered Species: the American 
Crocodile, Florida Panther, Manatee, Snail 
Kite, Peregrine Falcon, Wood Stork, Leather- 
back Sea Turtle, and Kemp’s Ridley Sea 
Turtle. Its Threatened Species Include the 
American Alligator, Roseate Tern, and Log- 
gerhead Sea Turtle. 

A coalition, chaired by Marjorie Stone- 
man Douglas, has recently organized to close 
down the cane fields. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Become an 



Everglades EF! Rallies for Key Deer 


Earth First! Seminole and help drive the 
sugar criminals from the land! BOYCOTT 
SUGAR and write a letter to the Florida 
sugar growers and refiners listed below 
telling them of your intention — and in- 
clude a feather. 

‘Alfonso Fanjul, President, Okeelanta 
Corp, POB 86, South Bay, FL 33493 
‘Alexander Fanjul, VP & General Manager, 
Osceola Farms Co, POB 679, Pahokee, FL 
33476 

*WL Thornton, President, Talisman Sugar 
Corp, POB 814, BeUe Glade, FL 33430 
*N. Knight, Chairman, Cane Growers At- 
lantic Sugar Assoc, PO Drawer 1570, Belle 
Glade, FL 33430 

‘Mary Conner, President, Cargill Inc, POB 

1087, Aubumdale, FL 33823 

‘John Boy, President, US Sugar Corp, POB 

1207, Clewiston, FL 33440 

‘George Wedgeworth, President, Sugar 

Cane Growers Cooperative of FL, POB 666, 

Belle Glade, FL 33430 

Alaska News Is Mixed 

SEA OTTERS 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
has temporarily banned the commercial use 
of Sea Otters. Alaska Natives argued that 
commercial use of Sea Otters is a traditional 
activity authorized by the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act. Environmentalists argued to 
the contrary, and FWS received overwhelm- 
ing support for the ban. Native groups have 
filed suit to overturn the interim regulations, 
and environmentalists are concerned FWS 
will backpedal under pressure from the 
Alaska Congressional delegation, which 
maintains a virtual stranglehold over federal 
land management agencies in Alaska and 
indirectly makes most of the major deci- 
sions. 

SOUTH DENALI 

Ever since the mid 1960s, the National 
Park Service (NPS) has wanted to build a 
resort on the south side of Mt. Denali in what 
is now Denali State Park. Recently, the 
Alaska Division of Parks has become the 
principal champion of "South Denali" and 
wants a concessionaire to build a resort at the 
north end of Denali State Park. 

Alaska Division of Parks Director Neil 
Johannsen and Department of Natural Re- 
sources Commissioner Lennie Gorsuch vir- 
tually ignored public criticism in making 
their decision to go ahead. The legislature 
has refused to fond it; and two other schemes 
to build resorts in Chugach State Park near 
Anchorage and Hatcher Pass near Palmer 
have fallen through after it became clear 
state subsidies would be necessary. Environ- 
mentalists are challenging DNR's decision in 
court, contending it is in violation of the 
state parks concession law. 

OIL LEASING 

In a surprising turn of events, the Alaska 
Supreme Court, reversing a lower court rul- 
ing, said that the state erred in approving the 
Camden Bay Lease Sale without studying 
first how they would transport the oil to the 
market. The court, however, did not void the 
leases. Although the state and ARCO told the 
court that drilling would stop on 30 April 
1990, ARCO is still drilling. Trustees for 
Alaska, which brought the case, is asking the 
court to halt the drilling. Camden Bay is 
adjacent to the Coastal Plain of the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

STATE LEGISLATURE 

Shortly before adjourning, the state 
legislature created a 90,000 acre Cape Yakat- 
aga State Game Refuge between Yakutat and 
Cordova. DNR clearcut a 30 mile stretch of 
coastline west of Icy Bay in the early 1970s 
and was preparing to log much of the re- 
maining 70 miles of coastline, making the 
"Yak" a priority of Southeast Alaska environ- 
mentalists. Other aspects of the refuge pack- 
age include a buy-back of 90% of the Univer- 
sity of Alaska timber holdings in the area, 
which will add 32,000 acres to the refuge, 
and a requirement that DNR complete a 
multiple-use plan for the adjacent 410,000 
acres of state lands. 

The legislature also revised the state 
Forest Practices Act. The revisions require 
buffer strips along waterways, provide the 
state with enforcement capabilities, restruc- 
ture the Board of Forestry to give it broader 
representation, and place more emphasis on 
wildlife and recreation on state forest lands. 

A coalition of environmentalists and 
fishermen succeeded in getting the legisla- 
ture to enact a moratorium on finfish farm- 
ing in Alaska. Environmentalists feared fin- 
fish farming would result in genetic pollu- 
tion, contamination of water quality, and 
destruction of natural predators. Commer- 
cial fishermen feared competition; they 
benefit from an extensive network of state- 
built hatcheries which pose problems similar 
to those that finfish farming would cause. 

The legislature foiled to pass a mini- 
mum stream flow bill which would head off 
many of the water conflicts now plaguing 
other Western states. In a related matter, the 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals upheld a 
continued on page 20 
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continued from page 19 
potentially momentous decision expanding 
state sovereignty over interior waterways 
including those in national conservation 
units. Although a number of court cases 
establish federal management authority 
over waters on federal lands, it is unclear if 
and how these cases will be applied in Alaska. 
Placer mining already occurs along Wild and 
Scenic Rivers, Including the Fortymile and 
Birch and Beaver Creeks, and the new ruling 
could open national conservation units to 
hovercraft, airboats, and other non-tradi- 
tional uses. 

Other legislative disappointments were 
the defeat of measures to protect Marmot 
Island, which has the world's second largest 
Steller Sea Lion rookery, to ban bear baiting 
, and to create a huge remote recreational 
area in the Susltna Valley north of Anchor- 
age. While the Legislature passed five bills 
strengthening oil spill laws, it failed to pass a 
key enforcement bill. 

— Dave McCargo 

Los Angeles EF! 

Enjoys a Redwood Summer 

It was Redwood Summer in Los Angeles! 
The first of two planned Redwood Summer 
protests in Los Angeles, on April 21, was the 
largest protest L.A. EF! had ever organized, 
with 100-150 demonstrators participating. 
It was held at the Pacific Lumber/Maxxam 
offices, a few blocks from the Westwood 
Federal Building, scene of a recent protest of 
FBI tactics used against EF!ers. This is also the 
location of L.A. 's first highrises, representing 
the assault by developers on the mountain 
oak and chaparral surrounding and separat- 
ing the seaside desert valleys. 

Many of the demonstrators wore spot- 
ted owl and coyote masks, some played cere- 
monial drums, and guitarists sang EF! songs 
in a protest that was at once a small monu- 
ment to the environmentally oriented peace 
movement and the beat generation of the 
50s and 60s. Three women and two men 
chained themselves to a door at the front of 
the building, closing one entry way. One of 
the locked protesters sat half-naked, covered 
copiously in maple syrup representing sap, 
the blood of the trees. 

Thepolice were hardlyto be seen. Itwas 
clear they preferred not to arrest us. Left 
behind after the protest were the images of 
three logos on many banners: Earth Flrstl's 
shining fist, the Wobbly globe and stars, and 
Seeds of Peace’s budding fruiting symbol. 
Wilderness, Peace, the Rights of Labor to 
what it creates; it was another festive cry for 
Life before the corporate tombs. 

— Peter Bralver 

Bush Opposes Plan to 
Strengthen EPA 

An opportunity to create the 15th cabi- 
net-level department of the US government 
is at hand. The Senate is now considering 
elevating the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) to the status of the Department 
of Environmental Protection, and may vote 
to do so in October. Elevation of the EPA to 
cabinet-level status would facilitate the coor- 
dination of federal natural resource and 
environmental policies. 

Senator John Glenn (D-OH), Chair of 
the US Senate Governmental Affairs Com- 
mittee, met with President Bush in June of 
1989 to discuss the proposal. S. 2006 was 
introduced into the US Senate with President 
Bush's supprort in January. A companion bill, 
H.R. 3847, authored by Michigan Represen- 
tativejohn Conyers, was passed in the House 
in March by a margin of 371 to 55. The 
Senate Governmental Affairs Committee 
held hearings in February to discuss S 2006. 
Present were several House and Senate legis- 
lators as well as key department executives 
and representatives of several environ- 
mental organizations. The Sierra Club was 
represented by Club Chairman Michael 
McCloskey. 

In 1970, President Nixon, in response to 
Earth Day, proposed the creation of the EPA. 
Since then, the parameters of the EPA have 
been greatly expanded. In June of this year, 
the Government Accounting Office deter- 
mined that the EPA accounts for 2% of the 
GNP, or $86 billion. Despite the EPA's grow- 
ing responsibilities, during the Reagan ad- 
ministration, funding for EPA programs 
steadily eroded. President Bush, however, 
suggested early on that if the Act passed into 
law he would appoint the extremely able 
William Reilly, current EPA Administrator, 
to the elevated position of Secretary of Envi- 
ronmental Protection. 

Cabinet status would strengthen the 
EPA's effectiveness and enable the US to 
execute national and international environ- 
mental policy from a much stronger prosi- 
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tion. In this modem era, environmental 
protection often involves global initiatives 
that require delicate negotiations with for- 
eign nations. 

The US is recognized internationally as 
a leader in environmental issues, yet we 
continue to present ourselves with sub-min- 
isterial level officials for high-level political 
negotiations. Most European nations, Can- 
ada, Mexico, Japan, New Zealand and Austra- 
lia have ministries of environmental protec- 
tion. The Department of Environmental 
Protection would be charged with develop- 
ing and enforcing environmental policies, 
domestically and internationally. 

The DEP would develop a corps of pro- 
fessional employees while minimizing the 
importance of political qualifications for 
appointment. Regional Administrators 
would be appointed on the basis of experi- 
ence, not political persuasion. The National 
Enforcement Training Institute would be 
created to train attorneys as well as criminal 
and civil investigators to focus on environ- 
mental law-breakers. An office of pollution 
prevention and recycling , and an office of 
environmental statistics would give the 
public greater access to environmental infor- 
mation. 

Advisory bodies would consist of repre- 
sentatives from environmental, consumer, 
health, industry, and state and local govern- 
ment. The DEP would require that all federal 
facUities adhere to the Resource Recovery 
and Conservation Act which outlines the 
treatment, storage and disposal of all hazard- 
ous and solid waste. 

S 2006 represents some of the finest 
legislation to come out of Congress. Re- 
cently, however. President Bush reversed 
himself because he feels that a cabinet-level 
Department of Environmental Protection 
would be too powerful and might usurp the 
jurisdictional authority of other depart- 
ments. He has threatened to veto the bill. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to both 
your state's US senators and ask them to 
co-sponsor and support S 2006, "The 
Department of the Environment Act of 
1990." Tell them that the US must have a 
cabinet-level Department of Environ- 
mental Protection to effectively negotiate 
international environmental pjolicy with 
foreign governments. Also, write to Presi- 
dent Bush and tell him that elevation of 
the EPA is long overdue. 

‘senators, US Senate, Washington, DC 
20510 

‘President George Bush, 1600 Pennsylva- 
nia Ave., Washington, DC 20500 

Citizens Have 
Tool to Fight Toxics 

Did you know that by federal law any- 
one can get an inventory of federaUy defined 
toxic chemicals and hazardous substances 
from any chemical processing or storage 
facility? These facUities are public or private 
companies that mix, store, ship, or repackage 
chemicals considered a threat to human 
health. 

Signed into federal law in October 1987, 
the Emergency Planning and Community 
Right-To-Know Act provides for the estab- 
lishment of a state agency and a local agency, 
acronymically known as the LEPC and SERC. 
The SERCs, or State Emergency Response 
Commissions, have already been established 
in aU fifty states by gubernatorial appoint- 
ments. Each state SERC has divided its area 
into local districts or LEPC-s, Local Emer- 
gency Planning Committees. A concerned 
individual makes her request (demand) for a 
company's chemical inventory list to the 
LEPC in whose district the targeted facility 
resides. The LEPCs are responsible for col- 
lecting the appropriate data. Also provided 
within this act are stiff penalties for compa- 
nies that do not comply, and accommoda- 
tions to file lawsuits against companies and 
government agencies to force them to com- 
ply. A listofa state's LEPCs are available from 
the state’s SERC. The governor's office can 
provide the contact for the SERC. 

The Emergency Planning and Commu- 
nity Right-To-Know Act is the short title of 
Title III of the Suprerfund Amendments and 
Reauthorization Act of 1986 (SARA, Title III), 
pubhc law 99-499, 99th Congress. This law 
was designed to disseminate information 
about chemical hazards within communi- 
ties, and thereby to preclude such chemical 
disasters as the one in Bhopal, India in 1984, 
where a cloud of methyl isocyanate gas es- 
caped from a Union Carbide plant and killed 
2500 people. A similar but not as serious 
chemical release happened in West Virginia 
shortly thereafter. 

The supporters of this law are well in- 
tended, but there is a bottleneck: perhaps 
one more environmental sneer bequeathed 
by the Reagan Administration, that is, pro- 
viding no funds for its implementation. 
Deadlines for the law’s realization are post. 

The LEPCs should become more effi- 
cient as concerned citizens make increasing 
demands on them for chemical inventory 
lists. More funds wiU be aUocated as interest 


grows. 

For more information about this law, 
contact your state 's EPA office and ask for the 
guide book. Chemicals In Your Community, A 
Guide to the Emergency Planning And Commu- 
nity Right-To-Know Act. 

— David mark Burton 

Glacier National Park 
Y ellowstonewalls 

ed. note: The following is adapted from the 6-90 
Glacier Park Eco-Watch, the newsletter of 
Protect Park Resources (POB 422, Hungry Horse, 
MT 5991 9), a coalition dedicated to promoting 
compliance with preservation law. 

Superintendent Gil Lusk of Montana's 
Glacier National Park has been trying to 
change the management direction of Glacier 
Park since his arrival from Texas in 1986. In 
1987 he perpetrated a new management 
document called "Future Focus." No public 
review was involved and secret seminars 
were held where park planners arbitrarily 
decided a “new direction" for the Park. 

Last year, Lusk's attempt to rewrite the 
Park's Master Plan was stopped. The Master 
Plan emphasizes preservation, minimum 
new development, and close monitoring of 
visitor use impacts (a legal requirement the 
Park has ignored) . Lu sk and his chief planner 
(Army Corps background) have persisted 
with unnecessary development proposals 
since 1986. 


Update on Geothermal 
Development 

Walking through Hawai’i's Wao Kele O 
Puna rainforest, you can hear the coarse 
volcanic soil crunch underfoot. A surrealis- 
tic calm lingers in the thick air while song- 
birds call out from the understory. Yet this is 
a forest under siege. 

Geothermal developers want to tap the 
volcanic heat beneath the Wao Kele O Puna 
forest and use it to make electricity and 
profits. The electricity would be exported 
from the Big Island of Hawai'i to the island of 
O'ahu via an extensive overland and under- 
water cable system. The project would de- 
stroy a unique rainforest ecosystem (see May 
and August issues). Over 90% of Hawai'i’s 
lowland rainforest has been destroyed al- 
ready. The Wao Kele O Puna forest is part of 
the largest remaining expanse of tropical 
lowland rainforest in the United States, and 
is classified as a World Heritage Site. 

The Big Island has some of the youngest 
land on the planet; 75% of the region's soil is 
less than 500 years old. It also has some of 
the planet’s most fragile land. The Hawaiian 
islands have the highest percentage of en- 
demic plant and animal species in the world, 
and the highest extinction rate. Indeed, 72% 
of all American extinct species were in 
Hawai’i. Habitat destruction and the intro- 
duction of exotic organisms are the main 
causes of extinction here. 

Under the guise of "alternative energy, " 
destruction is now being sanctioned and 
subsidized by the state and federal govern- 
ments. Research has already cost $ 13 million 
in state taxes, and the federal government 
hasprovided over $27 million in grants. Yet, 
despite this investment, and despite the 
involvement of numerous federal agencies 
in the destruction, there has not yet been a 
federal environmental impact statement 
(EIS) for the project. 

On May 17, the Sierra Club Legal De- 
fense Fund (SCLDF) filed suit in US District 
Court on behalf of the Sierra Club, Green- 
peace Hawaii, and Blue Ocean Preservation 
Society. The lawsuit states that the federal 
agencies are in violation of the National 


Instead of implementing the Master 
Plan, the international "Crown Plan" 
scheme was developed to promote greater 
visitation and marketability along with a 
new, $10 million visitor center. A new bu- 
reaucratic position was created at Glacier to 
promote the Crown Plan while seasonals 
were laid off. This ex-state bureaucrat also 
recently authored an EIS giving oil/gas in- 
dustry a 2-year "window of opportunity," an 
exemption from Montana environmental 
laws. Now this "ecosystem manager" is writ- 
ing favorable comments from Glacier on 
federal oil/gas projects in the Northern 
Continental Divide Ecosystem (including in 
Badger Two-Medicine roadless area). The 
Crown Plan has been circulated in violation 
of preservation laws for the last 6 months. 
Again, there was no public involvement 
process except political forums where propo- 
nents attempted to "sell" the concept. 

Now Park administration is unnecessar- 
ily attempting to revise the entire Resource 
Management Plan (RMP) by improperly in- 
tegrating "narrative" from Future Focus and 
the Crown Plan. This planning effort is in 
conflict with NPS planning guidelines for the 
RMP. 

WHATTODO: Write in opposition to 
Lusk's complete RMP revision. Support 
Glacier Park's Master Plan direction. 
Oppose new developments in the Park. 
Write Superintendent Lusk, Glacier NP, 
MT 59936. 


Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). 
They are charged with failure to initiate the 
preparation of an EIS for the 500 megawatt 
geothermal project. The suit is calling for an 
EIS to be undertaken before federal participa- 
tion can continue. The federal agencies 
named as defendants in the suit are the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Army 
Corps of Engineers, Department of Energy, 
Department of Defense, Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency, National Park Service, De- 
partment of Interior, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, Department 
of Commerce, Army, Navy, Coast Guard, 
and Geological Survey. 

Hawaii has barely even begun to de- 
velop truly renewable energy resources or 
energy conservation programs. Hawaii 
could reduce its energy consumption by 40% 
through the use of energy efficient lighting 
and glass, even without any threat to 
people's consumptive lifestyles. The 
Keauhou Beach Hotel on the Big Island re- 
cently replaced its old electrical appliances 
with new energy-efficient ones. This re- 
duced electricity usage by about 55%; but 
instead of rewarding the hotel by lowering 
electricity rates, the utility company re- 
sponded by raising rates. 

The State hop>es that 500 megawatts of 
geothermal energy will cost no more than 
$1.7 billion; other estimates are as high as 
$4.3 billion. However, if Hawaii would in- 
vest $50 million per year for the next ten 
years to convert existing homes and busi- 
nesses to energy-efficient devices, this total 
investment of $500 million would recover 
an estimated 500 megawatts of energy. This 
would save the rainforest and would save 
consumers billions of dollars on their utility 
bills. We could reduce costs and protect the 
land without any bother to the average 
consumer; couch protatoes could keep their 
VCRs. The largest obstacles to energy conser- 
vation are the State of Hawaii and the utility 
companies. 

A new proceeding ordered by the Public 
Utilities Commission (PUC), which is just 
now beginning, will review Hawaii's energy 
options. Hawai'i Earth First! is calling for a 
full moratorium on geothermal develop- 



Hawai'ians gather in Wao Kele O Puna to protest the destruction of this rainforest for geothermal 
development. 
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ment until the PUC study is completed. By 
then it should be clear that geothermal de- 
velopment has no place in Hawaii's energy 
future. 

Some of Hawaii's most spectacular and 
rare plant and animal species depend upon 
this rainforest, including the 'Io (Hawaiian 
Hawk), Happy Face Spider, Hawaiian Bat, 
and carnivorous caterpillars. The O'u, one of 
Hawaii's rarest honeycreepers, was last 
sighted in the Wao Kele O Puna forest. As a 
result of a recent SCLDF lawsuit, 186 new 
plants will eventually be added to the Endan- 
gered Species list. This is a major victory, as 
only 19 Hawaiian plants are currently listed. 
The lawsuit charged that delays in proposing 
plants for listing — a problem blamed on 
minimal staffing and massive red tape — 
violated the Endangered Species Act. The 
Fish & Wildlife Service has announced plans 
to add at least 50 species in Hawai'i to its list 
by October, and the remaining 136 within 
the following two years. The developers will 
try to speed the destruction of the Wao Kele 
O Puna forest so as to avoid any "inconven- 
ience" caused by Endangered Species. 

Meanwhile, the protests continue. Two 
anti-geothermal resolutions were recently 
adopted by international gatherings of envi- 
ronmentalists — one by the World Rain- 
forest Movement meeting in Malaysia, and 
another by the Wilderness Is the Last Dream 
(WILD) conference in Honolulu. It has been 
a year now since the three-mile road into 
Wao Kele O Puna was bulldozed. So far, we 
have kept additional exploration to a mini- 
mum. Currently, an archaeological survey 
has stopped exploration while it investigates 
possible Native Hawaiian burials in the for- 
est. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Senator Inouye 
(D-HI) requested an additional $15 mil- 
lion in federal funds from the Senate 
Appropriations Committee. Because of 
the hard work of many people, this has 
since been reduced to $2 million by the 
Subcommittee on Energy and Water. A 
Senate floor vote on this $2 million re- 
quest Is likely soon. Please write to your 
senators and ask them to vote down all 
requests for funding of this geothermal 
project. 

—Paul Faulstich, HI EF! 

More News From Hawai'i 

On June 9 two neighbors of Puna Geo- 
thermal (Ormat) showed their frustration: A 
Hawaiian brother, with bare hands and feet, 
damaged an air monitoring and equipment 
station. When the police came to arrest the 
Hawaiian, his companion told the police to 
leave her property, at which point she was 
forced to defend her rights with force. 

Their frustration was justified. In the 
months since the air monitoring station was 
placed next to Aurora Martinovich's prop- 
erty, Ormat has posted 24 hour guards, some 
of whom have threatened her, and a halogen 
light has been pointing in her bedroom 
window. All this psychic harassment has 
worn down Aurora, a tireless geothermal 
opponent. Her boyfriend Keala Kaipo, tired 
of the genocide of his culture, people and 
land reacted in a most natural way. Yet these 
two fine people may suffer undeserved loss of 
freedom for their actions. 

Last February (as reported previously in 
the Journal) I was arrested for hanging an 80 
foot banner on the 167 footTrue Geothermal 
drilling rig. I was released on my own recog- 
nizance. At my trial on June 4, the judge 
found me guilty of Criminal Tampering 
because I "seriously inconvenienced the 5 
member drill crew." (Due to high winds it 
took me 3 hours to tie down the banner.) 
Although this event was pictured in an 
August 13 Time Magazine article, the local 
Hawaii media responded with a complete 
blackout, never mentioning the event or 
trial. 

On August 21 Pele Defense Fund and 
Big Island Rainforest Action Group spon- 
sored a demonstration at the Kona Surf re- 
sort, targeting the International Geothermal 
Symposium, a gathering of scientists and 
industry representatives. We started the day 
with signs and songs along the sand. By 
noon a flotilla was launched. Fifty people 
floated, swam, and sailed in front of the 
hotel. Chanting "No geothermal in Hawaii" 


and "Love the Land," they targeted a lunch- 
eon being held next to the water. 

Next we went to our Hospitality Suite in 
the hotel, which we had rented so that we 
could invite sympi am participants to talk 
with us. The Kona Surf gave us a half-price 
rate on the suite, which turned out to be well 
worth the $200 spent! Many of our objec- 
tions to geothermal in Hawaii were validated 
by the international experts, such as the 
impression that the resource is simply not 
there and state plans for 500 MW are pure 
science fiction. Also, we learned that these 
people are very unhappy with True and 
Ormat for making the geothermal industry 
look bad with all the controversy in Hawaii. 
Both the state and the developers have 
handled the situation with intolerable un- 
professionalism. 

As people Were talking with us we re- 
ceived a phone call saying one of our people 
had died. Veteran environmental activist 
Dexter Cate had gone back into the water 
with his son after the flotilla was over. While 
free-diving, he blacked out on his way back 
to the surface, apparently suffering what is 
called shallow- water black-out. In a training 
exercise, he had dived first to 40 feet, then to 
60 feet, and on his third attempt was trying 
for 100 feet. His son, sitting in a kayak, saw 
his father come up to within a couple of feet 
of the surface then start to sink back down. 


On 15 June 1990 the Sea Shepherd II was 
ready for departure from the port of Seattle. 
The drift net fleets of the North Pacific were 
within a few days reach. 

The big eight cylinder Mirleesdieselwas 
started. As she revved, one of the engine 
room crew noticed a small noise in the turbo- 
charger. He brought it to the attention of the 
chief engineer. The chief ignored the warn- 
ing and revved up the engine higher. 

When engineer Jim Heddenshau recog- 
nized the unmistakable sound of an object 
impacting the blades of the turbo-charger, 
he ran to the control panel and began to shut 
down the engine. Chief engineer Graham 
Forbes intervened and ordered Heddenshau 
out of the engine room. 

Forbes continued to increase the power 
to the main engine. The noise in the turbo- 
charger grew louder. 

By the time Heddenshau was able to 
notify Captain Watson of his concerns, the 
noise had stopped. In the engine room, 
Forbes turned and calmly said, "Well, it looks 
like we're not going anywhere for awhile." 

We had been sabotaged. An object had 
been placed into the manifold Intake of the 
turbo-charger. Revolving at over 16,000 
RPM the 74 precision blades of the turbo- 
charger had been mangled beyond repair. 

We located a loose inspection port in 
the manifold through which another object 
could have been placed. The saboteur had 
struck at the most expensive, complicated 
and precise piece of equipment on board. 

As an organization that physically at- 
tacks the ships of illegal whalers, sealers and 
dolphin slayers, it is not fitting for us to 
whine about a similar attack on us by our 
enemies. This is not the first sabotage against 
us and it will not be the last. We have a host 
of enemies among those who ruthlessly 
exploit the oceans. We must be prepared to 
accept retaliation and carry on. 

Within hours, the dedicated volunteers 


by Mark Gaffney 

The environmental movement ignores 
the Middle East at its own p>eril. Given the 
consuming US addiction to that region's 
principal resource, oil, and the limited sup- 
ply of this drug, environmentalists should 
long ago have seen the connection between 
environmentalism and the Middle East. 

The connection ought to have been 
apparent by 1973 with the Arab oil embargo 
(and one could well argue that oil spills p>ush 
the date back much earlier). The embargo 
was engineered by Saudi Arabia's King Feisal 
in support of Anwar Sadat’s war to regain 
Sinai; and it led to the White House decision 
to open Alaska's Prudhoe Bay oil field in the 
name of "energy independence." The White 
House logic at the time was false, of course, 
since it was proposing not a true expansion 
of energy resources, but rather an even more 
accelerated drawdown of a particular liquid 
fuel for which no adequate substitute had 
been found. (See Overshoot, by William 
Catton.) These events showed that Middle 
East issues are environmental issues, yet 
neither Washington officials nor environ- 
mentalists learned the lessons. 


He was retrieved from 90 feet under by the 
Coast Guard and pronounced dead an hour 
later at the hospital. We were shaken by the 
news but continued as best we could. 

Dexter had been a sup>erb eco-warrior 
for the past 20 years. He created and led the 
organization "Save the Whales -Hawaii," 
later renamed "Earthtrust." A founder of the 
global Greenpeace movement, and Vice 
President of Greenp>eace Hawaii, Dexter was 
a deep ecologist before the name came into 
being, fighting for the rights of all species. In 
1980 Dexter sp>ent 80 days in jail in Japan for 
freeing 300 dolphins about to be fed into a 
grinding machine to make fertilizer. Dol- 
phins were special to Dexter. He considered 
them the "people of the sea." To end the 
pwintless killing and move toward a world 
where humans and dolphins could coexist in 
peace was p>erhaps his fondest dream. It was 
in furtherance of this dream that he began 
his training program to meet dolphins on 
their terms. And in this effort he met his final 
fate. But in his death we all gain strength, 
and his spirit and the fruit of his actions 
benefit all. 

That same evening another brother on 
the other side of the island climbed up the 
150 foot smoke stack at the HELCO (Hawaii 
Electric Light Co.) power station in Hilo and 
hung a banner that read “Malama Ka Aina • 
No Geo" which means love the land. When 


of the engine room crew had dismantled and 
hoisted the 1/2 ton turbo charger, then 
scoured the engine room for further acts of 
sabotage. We found foreign objects in the 
diesel generators, a nut strategically placed 
so as to shatter the camshaft, and wires 
reversed on some of the electric motors. 

We found ground glass in the engine oil 
and found that the filters in line to catch this 
contaminant were loosened so as to allow 
the oil to pass through to the engine unfil- 
tered. Had this happened it would have 
severely damaged the engine. 

Although we have some evidence who 
the saboteur could be, we will continue to 
gather evidence before we file formal 
charges. 

Initially we thought we would be de- 
layed two weeks until we could repair or 
replace the turbo-charger, but our enemies 
had done their homework. The turbo- 
charger was written off as beyond repair. The 


Iraq’s recent invasion of Kuwait has 
pushed the matter into our faces again. At a 
minimum, Iraqi aggression will complicate 
environmental battles here. Within months 
President Bush can be counted on to raise 
anew the issues of drilling off-shore and in 
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. A range 
of other threats are just as likely. In fact, in 
a climate of hysteria the invasion could even 
hurt efforts unrelated to oil, such as the 
campaign to save Oregon's Klamath River 
from hydro-electric development. With 
enough hysteria, the fact that electric gen- 
eration hardly displaces demand for oil 
could well be ignored. 

What all this means is that we environ- 
mentalists must work harder. While com- 
mitting ourselves to a truly global view, and 
working on local issues, we must also find 
time to study the Middle East in depth. We 
need to understand the crucial role that 
United States foreign policy has played for 
many years in exacerbating tensions 
throughout the region, as elsewhere. 

Bankrupt though it is, US policy does 
not excuse Saddam Hussein's invasion of 
Kuwait — an execrable act that should be 
condemned unconditionally on all sides. 


he came down the police held him while a 
group of HELCO workers pummeled him. 
This was Tom BrennOn's fifth arrest for geo- 
thermal protesting. 

Most of the charges against the 141 
protesters arrested on March 23, at the huge 
rally against the geothermal project threat- 
ening Wao Kele O Puna, were dropped to 
simple trespass. 

— Tom Carney 

Wilderness Clear cutting in 
East Texas 

In early May, the US Forest Service 
began clearcutting and p>esticide spraying in 
the Little Lake Creek Wilderness Area of East 
Texas, claiming that a pine bark beetle infes- 
tation would destroy the habitat of the Red 
Cockaded Woodpecker, an Endangered 
Spjecies. Pesticide spraying is not a permitted 
use of a Wilderness Area, and the cutting is 
probably a violation of the Wilderness Act 
and the End angered species Act. Already, at 
least one woodpecker colony tree has been 
cut. To top it all off, the FS is selling the cut 
trees at pennies on the dollar to local timber 
interests. Lawsuits against the FS have been 
filed, but the cutting hasn’t stopped. WE 
NEED HELP! Send suggestions and dona- 
tions to EF!, POB 1214, College Station, TX 
77841. 


model in question for our 30 year old ship is 
no longer manufactured and an alternative is 
available at a cost we can afford only with 
your help. It will cost more than $40,000 to 
repair the damage. 

What has not destroyed us only makes 
us stronger. We must repair the damage, 
acknowledge the set-back and continue. As 
we pick up the wrenches, we ask you to write 
us a check. Your navy has been struck a blow 
by the enemy. We need your help to recover 
and to strike back harder. It is not just the 
drift nets that we must stop. We need to 
counter the escalation in whaling by Japan, 
Iceland and Norway. We need to fight the 
return of sealing in Canada and the attempts 
to develop new sealing industries in South 
Africa and Chile. We need to stop the sense- 
less killing of Pilot Whales in the Danish 
Faeroe Islahds. 

— Sea Shepherd Conservation Society, 
Box 7000-S, Redondo Beach, CA 90277 


Understanding US policy does help explain 
events, however. How many EFIers know, 
for instance, that in April of this year five 
Arab states, including Syria and Iraq, pro- 
posed a comprehensive ban on chemical and 
nuclear weapons for the Middle East? It was 
an important proposal. Indeed, how often 
do five Arab states agree on anything ? Yet a 
week later the US brusquely rejected the 
offer. Here's a quote from State Department 
spokesperson Richard Boucher: "We have 
made clear that we opposed linking the 
elimination of chemical weapons systems to 
other issues or weapons systems." 

Aside from the obvious idiocy of reject- 
ing such an offer — an arms ban is desper- 
ately needed for the world's most volatile 
region — the curious wording of the US 
rejection bears closer scrutiny. Boucher's 
statement did not even mention the word 
'nuclear', a conspicuous omission pointing 
to the hypxicrisy of the US pesition. Boucher 
was really saying, between the lines, that the 
US would continue to back a nuclearized 
Israel, while refusing to acknowledge that 
the Israeli arsenal exists. Other recent state- 
ments by US diplomats lend suppjort to this 
continued on page 22 
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Sea Shepherd Sabotaged! 



Engineer Reynel Chaves inspects damage to the fan blades of the 
turbocharger on "Sea Shepherd IT. Other parts suffered extreme heat 
damage. 


Environmentalism and the Mideast 






Melbourne RAG Blockades 
Its 14th 

On 27 July 1990, the Melbourne Rain- 
forest Action Group (RAG) blockaded the 
Kabite as it traveled up the Yana River into 
Melbourne. It was the fourteenth rainforest 
timber ship blockade undertaken by the 
group. 

There were about 50 people at the ac- 
tion, 26 of whom went into the water - either 
swimming or on surfboards. The ship was 
carrying rainforest timbers from Southeast 
Asia and was chartered by the Kansai Steam- 
ship Company of Japan. 

Because of our nonviolent discipline 
and police support for our campaign, we had 
successfully negotiated access to the block- 
ade location. RAG had planned two multiple 
bow rides on this vessel: one of swimmers 
and one of surfers. However the ship was 
moving so fast that the line of swimmers 
holding hands in front of the ship was 
washed down its side. The surfers were also 
washed away, though one managed to ride 
the bow wave. 

Our organization of the 'Save the Rain- 
forests Pickets' is now under way. We intend 
to picket the dock where rainforest timbers 
are unloaded. We will ask the people of 
Melbourne to Join the picket line and union- 
ists not to cross it. 

— Robert Burrowes, Melbourne RAG 

Yangtze Still Threatened 
by Huge Dam 

A committee has been established in 
China to make a decision on the Three 
Gorges Dam Project. According to reports in 
the South China Morning Post, arguments in 
favor of the project have been revived by the 
pro-dam lobby, which is headed by Prime 
Minister Li Peng. The project, which was 
shelved last year following growing public 
pressure, would consist of a 185 meter high 
dam, producing an estimated 17,000 mega- 
watts. If built, the dam's reservoir will dis- 
place more than a million people. 

The Yangtze River, 6300 kilometers 
long, is the third longest river in the world 
and captures roughly one billion cubic me- 
ters of water annually. Springing from the 
glacial mountains of northern Tibet, it 
rushes down through the mountains of 
southwestern China. From there the river 
heads northeast, surging through the Three 
Gorges, a spectacular 200 kilometer stretch 
of deep canyons, then meanders across 


Mideast . . . 

continued from page 21 
Interpretation. 

In other words, the US could not sit 
down with Arabs and Israelis to negotiate a 
ban on chemical weapons and nukes, since 
to do so would imply a willingness to rein in 
our ally Israel, which has both. In fact, mere 
acknowledgement of Israel's nukes by US 
officials would, in and of itself, trigger an 
earthquake in US foreign policy, for the US 
has laws on the books (good laws presently 
being ignored) mandating a cut-off in aid to 
states engaged in secret nuclear prolifera- 
tion. Hence the US could not take even the- 
first small step toward what must be done, 
could not allow the door to be opened even 
an inch, since the daylight from one small 
crack would begin to exhume embarrassing 
details about US collusion, cover-ups, the 
imminent collapse of the non-proliferation 
regime — would begin to expose US policy 
for what it is, a rotten corpse. (For documen- 
tation see my book Dimona: The Third 
Temple 7) 

As these contradictions become increas- 
ingly transparent, US politicians can be 
expected to waltz around this pivotal issue in 
ever widening gyrations, until, as in Yeat's 
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southern China's vast fertile plains to the 
East China Sea at Shanghai. 

The Yangtze River Valley encompasses 
nearly two million square kilometers 
(equivalent to one-fifth the area of Canada) 
and is China's agricultural and industrial 
heartland. Supporting some 347 million 
people, roughly one-third of China's popula- 
tion, the valley produces 40% of the nation's 
grain, 70% of its rice, and one-third of its 
cotton. 

It is important to act now, before the 
project is approved, and before a major 
multilateral lending institution begins fund- 
ing it. The World Bank, despite protest, 
continues to fund projects in China, and will 
be asked to fund Three Gorges Dam. It is 
likely that the government of Japan will also 
be approached as a possible partner. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 1) Write to Li 
Peng, Premier, c/o State Council of the 
People's Republic of China, Beijing, 
CHINA, and remind him that there is 
popular opposition to the project, even 
outside China. 2) Write to both the Presi- 
dent of the World Bank, Barber Conable, 
and to the new head of the World Bank 
Environment Unit, Robert Goodland, at 
The World Bank, 1818 H St NW, Washing- 
ton, DC 20433. 3) Write to Japan's Minis- 
ter of Finance, Ryu taro Hasimoto, 3-1-1 
Kasumigasiki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, JA- 
PAN; and to Taro Nakayama, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 2-2-1 Kasumigaskik, 
Chiyod-ku, Tokyo, JAPAN. Express your 
support for Japan’s recent decision to halt 
funding of the destructive Narmada Dam 
project in India, and ask for equally sound 
judgement on the Three Gorges Dam proj- 
ect. It would help us if you would send us 
copies of your letters. 

— International Rivers Network, 301 
Broadway, Suite B, San Francisco, CA 94133 

Last Southern Hemisphere 
Temperate Rainforests 
Need Your Help 

Chile’s President, Mr. Patricio Aylwin, 
will soon decide whether to allow or ban the 
Project Corrai-Terranova, put forward by 
the Chilean enterprise CAP and the Japa- 
nese company Marubeni. This project 
would destroy 15,000-23,000 hectares of 
evergreen forest in the south coastal range of 
Chile to form a eucalypt plantation. 

Please send a fax as soon as possible to 
President Aylwin, Fax # 056 2 6973262. Ask 


classic poem, the center can no longer hold. 
But whether the final release will happen 
through an American glasnost, or via the 
fulmination of our worst nightmares re- 
mains to be seen. 

Meanwhile, analysts in the US media 
will draw mainly wrong conclusions from all 
this. Most journalists will fall in step with the 
official White House view, however flawed 
its assumptions. People in general will tend 
to react out of their emotions and percep- 
tions rather than dispassionately. Arabs, 
already typecast by the US media as oil rich 
sheiks, terrorists, or camel riding Bedouins, 
will probably be transformed into Nazis as 
well. At least Iraqis will. 

Soon, it will no longer be possible to 
distinguish between conservation issues and 
politics, because the two will come together 
over a barrel of oil. Hence the burning need 
for an in depth discussion of the Middle East 
crisis and the politics of oil. 

Mark Gaffney is an expert on Mideast 
political issues and Northwest forest issues. He 
is the author of Dimona: The Third Temple 
and an old-growth field surveyor for Audubon 
Society. 


him not to allow the replacement of native 
forest by eucalyptus. 

— Heman Verscheure 

Rondonia Forest Fund 
Started 

There is a chance to protect some of the 
Rondonian rainforest I wrote about in "Frag- 
mented Forest" several issues back. A fund 
has been set up to purchase land around 
Fazenda Rancho Grande and protect it as a 
reserve and ecotourism facility. While the 
reserve will benefit a vast array of plants and 
animals, the unusual diversity of butterflies 
and other insects in this part of Rondonia is 
of special concern. For more information 
contact Dr. Thomas C. Emmel, Division of 
Lepidoptera Research, Zoology Department, 
U of Florida, Gainesville, FL 32611-2019. 
Tax deductible contributions should be 
made out to University of Florida Founda- 
tion - SOS Tropical Rainforest Fund, and sent 
to the same address. 

— IL Wills Flowers 

Dolphin Update 

As reported previously in this journal, 
on April 12, HJ Heinz Company, which 
owns StarKist, announced that it would no 
longer buy or process tuna caught using 
fishing methods that kill dolphins. Soon 
after, Chicken of the Sea and Bumble Bee 
made similar announcements. This decision 
was simply good business sense, as environ- 
mentalists had organized a tuna boycott. 

An estimated 125,000 dolphins drown 
each year in the purse seine nets of the 150 or 
so boats that make up the Eastern Tropical 
Pacific Yellowfin Tuna fleet. Only Yellowfin 
travel with dolphins and only in this area of 
the Pacific. Yellowfin Tuna accounts for less 
than 10% of all tuna caught worldwide. 
About 30 of these boats have US flags. The 
rest are mostly registered in Mexico, with a 
few from Panama, Venezuela and Ecuador. 

StarKist, Bumble Bee and Chicken of the 
Sea have been buying from these boats on a 
"no questions asked" basis. Now they will 
have to ask. Our challenge is to make sure the 
answer is not a lie, that they have indeed 
stopped "fishing on porpoise." Relying 
merely on US government observers for the 
compliance of the US fleet may be enough — 
though some observers have been harassed 
by fishermen aboard US boats to under- 
report dolphin mortalities — but relying 
solely on observers aboard the foreign fleet 
will definitely not be enough. We need a 
government backed label with strict penal- 
ties for consumer fraud, not just a voluntary 
industry label on the can. 

Reports Indicate that StarKist has in- 
deed stopped buying not only Yellowfin 
"caught on porpoise" in the ETP, but also 
Albacore caught in driftnets. Bumble Bee is 
not cooperating, however, perhaps because 
they rely heavily on driftnet-caught Alba- 
core and may still have contracts outstand- 
ing with boats that fish on dolphins. 
Chicken of the Sea apparently is coming 
around to dolphin-safe ways. For now, if you 
want to buy canned tuna, please buy only 
StarKist brand tuna with the dolphin-safe label. 

Sea Shepherd will continue to monitor 
the tuna companies to make sure this is a 
permanent victory for dolphins. We will run 
advertisements in newspapers in San Diego, 
Puerto Rico, and Costa Rica offering a $5000 
reward for documentation of tuna canners or 
tuna boats that try to sell tuna that isn’t 
dolphin-safe. Sea Shepherd will also visit the 
tuna boats in the ETP again if necessary. 

— Sea Shepherd Conservation Society, 
Box 7000-S, Redondo Beach, CA 90277; or 
Box 48446, Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 

Malaysian Deforestation 
Proceeds Apace 

A hunger fast, dubbed Fast Action, was 
staged in front of the Japanese Consulate 
General in Honolulu on July 20 to protest the 
destruction of the most ancient and biologi- 
cally diverse ecosystem on Earth. Organized 
by Hawai’i Earth First! and the O’ahu Rain- 
forest Action Group, Fast Action was de- 
signed to alert people to the destruction of 
tropical rainforests in Sarawak, Malaysia. 
Protesters demanded on immediate morato- 
rium on the cutting of rainforests in which 
the Penan and other- native peoples live. 

The rate of deforestation from logging 
in Malaysia is the fastest on Earth. By 
Malaysia’s own estimates some 1.73 million 
acres of primary forest are logged annually, 
and the rate is increasing. Most of the wood 
is exported to Japan in the form of raw logs. 
Once in Japan the logs are processed into 


various products, including disposable scaf- 
folding, concrete forms and throw-away 
chopsticks. 

Between 1963 and 1985, 30% of 
Sarawak's rainforest area was logged. In 
1984, another 60% was licensed out for log- 
ging. In anticipation of increased demand 
for raw logs from Sarawak, the Malaysian 
government is sanctioning increased cutting 
of logging roads' into the forest. Logging 
continues around the clock, seven days a 
week. Japanese timber companies predict 
that Sarawak's timber resources will be ex- 
hausted within seven years. 

The Penan have been fighting the de- 
struction of their forest homeland for three 
decades now. Those Penan who have tried to 
find justice through the legal system have 
been frustrated. On the Malaysian law books 
the Penan have legal title to the land they 
occupy; but the government of Sarawak 
maintains that until the Penan prove in 
court that this is their customary land, it will 
continue to sell timber leases. The Penan, 
who are prepared to make their claims in 
court, have been waiting over ten years to be 
granted a trial. According to Juwin Lihan of 
the Sarawak Penan Association, "We want 
the outside world to know our plight and for 
the authorities to act to stop logging now ... 
We want our customary rights to land and 
forest recognized in practice." 

The problems of the Sarawak natives are 
growing worse: soil erosion, water contami- 
nation, lack of food, increased disease.... The 
Penan are the most adversely affected of the 
native groups since they rely completely on 
the forest for survival. They have organized 
periodic blockades of the logging roads in a 
last ditch effort ■ to stop the destruction. 
Many Penan individuals have been arrested; 
some are in jail. 

Within the next two months, a network 
of logging roads will completely fragment 
the homelands of the semi-nomadic Penan 
people. The Penan families will be forced to 
abandon their hunting and gathering liveli- 
hood. Immediate action is essential. It has 
been estimated that the current levels of tree 
felling may kill as many as 31,000 Gibbons, 
45,000 Macaques, and 346,000 Langurs 
every year. 

Eighty percent of the timber exported 
from the province is sold to Japan. Corrup- 
tion is rampant in this industry, and reve- 
nues generated by logging do not benefit the 
people who live in the forest. While conces- 
sion holders and sub-contractors get rich, 
tribal peoples are pushed off their home- 
lands into a life of poverty. Government 
officials in Malaysia own the largest logging 
concessions, and loggers are given licences 
by friends and relatives in government. The 
Chief Minister of Sarawak, for example, 
controls about one-third of the rainforest 
lands under concession. Sarawak's Minister 
of Environment summed up the situation in 
a now famous answer he gave to a question 
about rainforests and global climate: "We 
get too much rainfall in Sarawak. It stops me 
playing golf." 

During our protest we met with the 
Japanese consul and his senior aide. Their 
misinformation was appalling. They tried to 
convince us, for example, that the main 
cause of deforestation is "the destructive 
slash-and-bum method of agriculture that 
poor farmers in developing countries use." 
They told us that the tribal peoples are the 
villains. 

Along with Japan, the United States 
must be held accountable for the loss of 
tropical forests globally. The US buys 70% of 
all tropical hardwood plywood and veneer 
entering the world trade. While the US role 
is small in terms of sheer volume as com- 
pared to Japan, our imports are about equal 
in value, because of their higher quality. 
Hawai'i EF! is asking people to boycott all 
tropical hardwood in the US. If you are 
looking to buy furniture, find out where the 
wood is from. And refuse to use disposable 
chopsticks. In 1988 the US imported $47 
million worth of wood products from Malay- 
sia, according to the US Department of 
Agriculture’s Foreign Agriculture Service. 

We are joining our Penan friends to 
bring attention to this urgent problem. By 
fasting we symbolically shared in their 
struggle. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Boycott all 
tropical timber products. Boycott the 
Japanese corporations involved in the 
tropical timber trade, and write letters 
explaining why you are targeting them. 
Tell them their subsidiaries are deforest- 
ing Sarawak and that you cannot support 
theircompany as long as they are involved 
in the destruction. Some of the main 
players are: 



Cryptic news from Poland. This and three other photos of people blocking big trucks came to us 
from Warsaw with a note stating only "DIKE FOR DIKE" IT IS NOT TOO LATE. Was this an 
action against some " flood control" project? A lesbian eco-warrior event? Who knows? 


*C. Itoh & Co. Ltd. (Pentax lenses, Isuzu 
cars and trucks), 2-5-1 Kitaoyam, Minato- 
ku, Tokyo, 108 JAPAN 
‘Marubeni Corp. (Nissan cars and trucks, 
Canon cameras), 1-4-2 Otenachi, 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 104 JAPAN 
‘Mitsubishi Motors Corp. (Mitsubishi cars, 
Nikon), 2-6-3 Marunouchi, Chiyoda-ku, 
Tokyo, JAPAN 

Also write to Malaysia's Prime Minister 
and the Chief Minister of Sarawak. Tell 
them you will not visit Malaysia until the 
destruction stops. 

‘Datuk Seri Dr. Majhatir, Prime Minister, 
Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA 
*YAB Datuk Patinggi Abdul Taib 
Mahmud, Chief Minister of Sarawak, 
Chief Minister's Office, Bangunan Tunku 
Abdul Rahman Putra, Patra Jaya, 93503 
Kuching, Sarawak, MALAYSIA 

— Paul Faulstich, HI EF! 

DuPont's Road to Genocide 

Ecuador's Huaorani people are strug- 
gling to save their Amazonian homeland. 
DuPont, through its subsidiary, Conoco 
Ecuador Ltd., wants to build a road and oil 
pipeline penetrating 100 miles from the Rio 
Napo into Huaorani lands. The road will 
open the forest to settlers, who will chop 
down the trees, overhunt, and bring alcohol 
and diseases to which the Huaorani have no 
resistance. 

The Huaorani are fighting back with 
lawyers and direct action. Also the Sierra 
Club Legal Defense Fund filed a lawsuit in 
June before the Inter-American Human 
Rights Commission against the Ecuadorian 
government charging that building the road 
would violate the Huaorani's human rights. 
The government is indifferent toward in- 
digenous people. It wants the oil, which is 
the country's main foreign exchange earner. 

DuPont has masterfully greenwashed 
its campaign against the Huaorani. It inocu- 
lates some Huaorani against a few diseases 
and says it won't build a bridge over the Rio 
Napo. It also says it will cluster oil wells to 
reduce the number of clearings. Meanwhile, 
many Huaorani have died of secondary 
pneumonia, caused by the so-called com- 
mon cold, and highly assimilated Quechua 
settlers are intermarrying with them to get 
their land. Even the World Bank refuses to 
fund Ecuador's oil sector because of its hor- 
rendous record in the Amazon. 

Members of Amazonia Por la Vida, a 
coalition of environmental and peace 
groups, non-violently occupied Conoco's 
headquarters in Quito on August 23 to pro- 
test its recklessness. The action went well, 
but international support for their efforts is 
crucial. 

CONTACT: 1) For information on 
education and direct action, write Ivonne 
Yanez, Accion Ecologica, Casilla 246-C, 
Quito, ECUADOR. 2) For legal details, 
write Sarah Bates, Sierra Club Legal De- 
fense Fund, 2044 Fillmore St, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94115. 3) Conoco's front man is 
Alex Chapman, Manager, Environmental 
Protection Project, Conoco Ecuador Ltd, 
POB 2197, Houston, TX 77252. 4) 
DuPont's front man is Bruce Karrh, Vice 
President for Safety, Health, and Environ- 
ment, E.I. du Pont de Nemours & Co, 1007 
Market St, Wilmington, DE 19898. 

— Rhona Mahoney, Stanford, CA 

MCA Plans to 
Pave English Marsh 

Rainham Marshes, an internationally 
important wildlife area and the largest re- 
maining expanse of wetland on England's 
Upper Thames Estuary, is under threat from 
a series of development proposals. 

The immediate proposal is for a theme 
park, film studios and other commercial 
development on 245 hectares (600 acres), of 
this Site of Special Scientific Interest. The 
plans are being put forward by a consortium 
of companies headed by the Music Corpora- 


tion of America (owners of Universal Stu- 
dios) and British Urban Development (a 
group of 11 development companies), with 
the support of Rank and the BBC. The 
developers have offered objecting groups, 
led by the London Wildlife Trust, the re- 
maining 160 hectares of the SSSI as a nature 
reserve plus an interpretation centre and 7 
million pounds. 

Rainham Marshes is grazing marsh re- 
claimed from the Thames Estuary between 
the 12th and 17th centuries. Over 170 spe- 
cies of birds have been recorded there in 
recent years, nearly 20 of which are identi- 
fied in the EC's Bird Directive as requiring 
sp>ecial protection, e.g., the Hen Harrier and 
the Short-eared Owl. Locally and even na- 
tionally scarce plants survive there, includ- 
ing Golden Dock and Divided Sedge. The 
Emerald Damsel Fly was discovered on the 
Marshes in 1983, having previously been 
thought to be extinct. 

WHAT TO DO: Contact MCA Univer- 
sal, the BBC, and Rank. Tell them we don't 
want more concrete; we want wilderness. 
Tell them you will demand a Public 
Enquiry. Tell them you will boycott Uni- 
versal and Rank movies. Give out infor- 
mation at cinemas showing their films. 
‘Chris Patten, MP, Secretary of State for 
the Environment, House of Commons, 
London, SW1A 0AA ENGLAND 
‘BBC TV Centre, Wood Lane, Shepherds 
Bush, London 

‘Rank Organisation, 6 Connaught Place, 
London, W2 

‘Lew Wasserman, Chairman, Music Corp 
of America, 100 Universal City Plaza, 
Universal City, CA 91608 

Boycott Gold! 

Because of our greed for gold, rain- 
forests are dying in Brazil, Borneo, and Zaire. 
Aboriginal forest dwellers are being killed by 
gold prospectors and by the illnesses the 
miners have imported, in a search for gold 
not needed: most gold mined is used to make 
jewelery or mint coins. 

The motorised pumps drone from dawn 
till dusk. A man aims a jet of water at the 
loose topsoil around the edges of the metre- 
deep pit; another, waist-deep in water, 
pumps what's left of the jungle floor from 
the pit into the cleaning and filtering instal- 
lation. They mix their find, thinly dispersed 
gold dust, with mercury. Mercury acts as a 
binding agent. It is then evaporated so that 
pure gold may be won. The mercury goes on 
to poison the air and rivers. 

In the last three years, Roraima, the 
northernmost province in Brazil, has be- 
come a kind of El Dorado. Between 40,000 
and 100,000 prospectors have advanced into 
previously virgin rainforest. All supplies, 
including the diesel to ran the pumps, are 
flown into the jungle. More planes land on 
the jungle airstrips here than on the runways 
of the airport in Brasilia, the country's capi- 
tal. 

Roraima is the home of the last great 
Indian tribe on the borders of Venezuela, the 
Yahomami. Gold miners are destroying 
their forests and bringing diseases such as 
malaria, which have decimated their num- 
bers. Where the Yanomami do not hand 
over their land voluntarily, they are driven 
away or killed, the women misused or forced 
into prostitution. “The Indian-hunting sea- 
son is open," Manuela Camelra da Cunha, 
chairwoman of the Brazilian Society of An- 
thropologists, recently said. 

The new Brazilian president by turns 
pledges to banish the gold diggers from 
Indian territory altogether, then succumbs 
again to financial pressures. For apart from 
the prospectors, many pilots, middlemen, 
speculators and politicians also depend on 
the gold trade. 

"If the market price of gold was to sink 
from 20,000 to 15,000 francs,” says Pierette 
Birraux-Ziegler, from the CIP in Geneva (an 
institute for the census documentation of 
indigenous peoples), "the search for gold in 


Yanomami-territory would become unprof- 
itable. Prospecting would be suspended.” 

Brazil officially mines in the region 100 
tonnes of gold a year — roughly one-sixth 
the quantity produced by South Africa. 
However, authorities estimate that 80% of 
the gold from Yanomami land is illegally 
exported, thus never appearing in published 
statistics. Likewise in many otherequatorial 
countries, actual gold production levels ex- 
ceed the official figures. 

Roraima's plight minors the impact of 
the gold rush on jungle regions worldwide. 
Powerful mining corporations and desperate 
day labourers compete for the better claims 
in many tropical forests. Yet, either way — 
with the traditional gold prospector's pan or 
the industrial excavator — the earth is bru- 
tally raped. 

In Indonesia, large parts of the island of 
Borneo, as well as parts of many other 
smaller islands, have been given to large- 
scale industrial exploiters — in total, 28% of 
the country's land. International corpora- 
tions such as British Petroleum, Pennzoil, 
and Shell are competing with impoverished 
farmers for the control of mining sites in the 
jungle. 

On the Ok Tedi River in Papua New 
Guinea (PNG), the biggest gold mine in the 
world is being worked by an international 
consortium which includes some German 
companies. Barrels containing poisonous 
chemicals are leaking into the river. On 
PNG's island of Bougainville, large-scale 
mining for gold and other ores has led to a 
civil war. 

Most of the world's gold comes from 
South Africa. Gold in jungles of Zaire and 
Ghana is also being exploited. 

Only about 15% of all this plundered 
gold is used for filling teeth or in industry, 
where it constitutes a small part in the 
manufacture of such things as electronic 
components. Even this small quota is, due to 
new production methods, constantly sink- 
ing. Another 15% is minted into coins or 
medallions, most of which (like the South 
African Krueger Rands) are purchased as an 
investment. Popular theory has it that in- 
vesting in gold coins or ingots helps stem the 
tide of inflation; but times have changed. In 
the wake of a worldwide surplus, gold's sig- 
nificance in stabilising monetary exchange 
rates has dwindled. Gold has fallen in value 
in recent years. 

The lion’s share, 70%, of gold goes to 
jewelers. Huge tracts of land are being con- 
taminated with mercury and enormous 
quantities of energy consumed to produce 
earrings, necklaces and rings. 

Each of us may unsuspectingly carry on 
our wrists and fingers the responsibility for 
several tonnes of churned up rainforest top- 
soil, for a couple chopped-down primary 
forest trees — one of which was home, per- 
haps, to a sloth that died when it was felled 
— for the destruction of habitat for parrots 
and other rainforest birds, orchids, butter- 
flies, beetles ... 

In underground vaults in Frankfurt, on 
the premises of the German Bundesbank, 
behind metre-thick concrete and guarded by 
armed marksmen, are Germany's gold re- 
serves. The Bundesbank owns 2,960,000 
kilograms of gold. Part of this hoard is held 
in Fort Knox, Kentucky, United States, to- 
gether with the USA's own national reserves, 
almost three times that owned by Germany. 

The gold stocks in Germany’s Bun- 
desbank alone are worth 68 billion German 
marks. If gold was not hoarded in such 
quantities and some of these reserves were 
sold, it would push down the price of gold, 
thereby making further production unprof- 
itable. Rainforests could be at peace again. 

— Chris Bell, Hamburg, West Germany 

Aussy Rainforest Policy 

Dear friends, 

We need your help. Australia is poised 
to take an historic step later this month with 
a new policy statement on rainforest protec- 
tion. It is considering protecting the remain- 
ing rainforests in Australia and stopping the 
import of tropical timber from primary rain- 
forests. The Australian environment move- 
ment is unanimous in calling on the Govern- 
ment to take these steps, however there are 
still forces within the Cabinet that are trying 
to weaken this policy. 

International support at this time will 
make a crucial difference to the strength of 
the policy decision that is made. Australia 
was the first nation to ban whaling, and has 
lead the world on other environmental is- 
sues, including the protection of Antarctica. 
If Australia can be made to take a strong 
stand on rainforest protection this could 
shift the approach of many other nations. 


Please help save the rainforests of Aus- 
tralia and the world. 

* Write/fax/phone the Australian Con- 
sulate or Embassy nearest to you immedi- 
ately. A draft letter follows with recommen- 
dations prepared by NGO’s from Australia, 
the Philippines, Malaysia and the U.K. Each 
recommendation is followed by details on 
the positions that NGOs in Australia are 
calling on the government to adopt. Please 
use the draft letter to make your own letter. 
You can just list the main recommendations 
or include any of the details and background 
provided. 

* Organise an action. On September 24, 
there will be demonstrations around the 
world outside Australian Embassies. 

—John Seed, Patrick Anderson 


DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT"** 

The Hon. R. J. Hawke 
Prime Minister of Australia 
c/o The Australian Embassy, 

1601 Massachusetts Avenue NW 
WASHINGTON D.C. 20036 
tel: 202 797 3000 fax: 202 79731 68 
Dear Sir, 

I/we understand that the Australian 
Government is soon to make a policy state- 
ment on rainforests, and that your cabinet is 
considering the protection of remaining 
rainforest areas in Australia, and supporting 
rainforest protection internationally by 
stopping the import of timber from primary 
rainforests. 

As you may know, the global rate of 
tropical deforestation has doubled in the last 
decade. If this rate of increase continues, all 
unprotected rainforests will be destroyed 
within 20 years. At present, less than 5 per 
cent of the rainforests of the world are actu- 
ally protected. These areas will only be able 
to preserve a tiny fraction of the estimated 25 
million species that live in these forests. The 
livelihoods and cultures of millions of in- 
digenous and forest people who depend on 
the rainforests are threatened. Unless tropi- 
cal deforestation can be stopped, the Earth 
will suffer the greatest loss of biological and 
cultural diversity ever to take place. 

One of the leading causes of rainforest 
loss is the tropical timber industry. There is 
no example of sustainable rainforest logging 
in the world today. In the Asia-Pacific region, 
the timber industry is the major cause of 
primary rainforest destruction. Worldwide, 
industrial logging operations destroy some 
five million hectares of primary forest each 
year. Wherever the rainforests are being 
logged, local communities are actively op- 
posing the destruction of their forests. 
Throughout Malaysia, which supplies most 
of the rainforest timber used in Australia, 
indigenous peoples are blockading logging 
operations to save the last of their rain- 
forests. In the state of Sarawak, it has been 
estimated that all remaining primary rain- 
forests will be logged out within seven years, 
causing immense suffering for the 200,000 
indigenous peoples in these forests. The 
ecological consequences will include the 
extinction of many species. 

I/We are aware that Australia is the only 
developed country with large areas of rain- 
forest, and that it has stopped logging in 
tropical rainforest on State lands. I/we also 
understand that half of Australia's rain- 
forests are still unprotected. Australia is 
known internationally as a leading country 
in the area of environmental protection. We 
urge you to continue this good work, and to 
adopt the following recommendations: 

1. Protect all remaining rainforests in 
Australia. (Three quarters of Australia’s rain- 
forests have been destroyed already. Only 
half of what remains is protected. Many areas 
are still being logged, burned and cleared.) 

2. Ban the inport of tropical timbers 
from primary forests. (As almost all tropical 
timber imports presently come from primary 
forests, the government should impose a 
moratorium on the import of tropical timber 
and place the onus on producers to show that 
their timber is environmentally benign.) 

3. Provide financial and technical de- 
velopment assistance to help protect tropical 
rainforests in other countries. (This assis- 

• tance should be used to: establish the legal 
rights of ownership of forest dwellers to the 
lands they traditionally occupy or use and to 
survey and register these lands; promote 
community-based sustainable forest man- 
agement projects to meet local needs; refor- 
est degraded lands to restore ecosystem func- 
tions; help create extractive reserves, pro- 
tected areas, fauna and flora reserves and 
national parks.) 

4. Lobby tropical countries to protect 

continued on page 26 
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Earth First! Directory 

The Earth First! Directory lists the contact points for the 
international Earth First! movement. It is divided into four sections: 
1) National EF! offices in the United States; 2) International con- 
tacts; 3) Active EF! Chapters or Groups; and 4) Contact persons 
where there is as yet no active EF! group. If you are interested in 
becoming active with the Earth First! movement, reach the folks 
listed for your area. 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal is an independent 
entity within the international Earth First! movement, and is not 
the newsletter of the Earth First! movement. It does, however, 
provide a forum for Earth First!ers around the world. This directory 
is provided as a service to independent EF! groups. If you would like 
to be listed as a contact or as a group, PLEASE contact Bob Kaspar (PO 
Box 14691, Madison, WI 53714 (608)241-9426). Please send ad- 
dress changes or corrections to him also. If you do not have a phone 
number listed, please send it to him. Bob acts as coordinator for 
local EF! groups for the EF! movement. 

LOCAL NEWSLETTERS: Addresses marked with a produce 
either an Earth First! newsletter or regular mailings for their area or 
issue. Contact them directly to receive their newsletter or otherwise 
be on their mailing list. 


NATIONAL EF! 

EF! ALASKA TASK FORCE 
POB 1019 San Raphael, CA 94915 
(4 IS) 824-3841 

EF! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 
Jasper Carlton POB 4207 
Parkersburg, WV 26104-4207 

Road Closure & Northern Rockies Coordinator 
Keith Hammer POB 2072 
Kallspell, MT 59903 (406)755-1379 

EF! DIRECT ACTION FUND 

Mike Roselle POB 210 Canyon, CA 94516 

(415)376-7329 

EF! ECO-VIDEOGRAPHE 
POB 2182 Berkeley, CA 94702 
(415)601-5933 

EARTH FIRST! FOUNDATION 
POB 1683 Corvallis, OR 97339 

EF! GENETIC ALERT 
Andy Caffrey 

POB 2182 Berkeley, CA 94702 

EF! GRIZZLY BEAR TASK FORCE * 

POB 6151 Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406)587-3356 

EF! INDEPENDENT ORGANIZER 
Roger Featherstone Box DB 
Blsbee, AZ 85603 (602)624-3196 

EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 
Canton Office 

Kris Sommervllle, business manager 
John Davis, editor 
POB 7 Canton, NY 13617 
(315)379-9940 

Tbcson Office 

Nancy Zlerenberg, merchandising 
Dale TUrner, assistant editor 
POB 5871 Tbcson, AZ 85703 
(602)622-1371 

EF! CONSENSUS TRAINING 
MB Nearing #341 Wolf Creek, OR 97497 

EF! OCEAN-DOLPHIN TASK FORCE 
POB 77062 

San Francisco, CA 94107-7062 

EF! RAINFOREST ACTION 
Bay Area Earth First! POB 83 
Canyon, CA 94516 (415)376-7329 

EF! RANCHING TASK FORCE 
POB 5784 TUcson, AZ 85703 
(602)578-3173 

EF! WOLF ACTION NETWORK • 

Tom Skeele POB 6733 Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406)585-9607 

PAW (PRESERVE APPALACHIAN WILDER- 
NESS) 

Jamie Sayen RFD 1, Box 530 
N. Stratford, NH 03590 (603)636-2952 

International 
EF! Groups 

AUSTRALIA 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore 
New South Wales 2480 Australia 
phone: 066-21-85-06 

Marianne Heynemann 

PO Box 256 Mltchem, 3132 Australia 

Melbourne EF! GPO Box 1738Q 
Melbourne, 3001 Victoria Australia 

CANADA 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Paul Watson POB 48446 
Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 Canada 
(604)688 -SEAL 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053 Kamloops, BC Canada V2C 6H2 

ONTARIO 
Eastern Canada EF! 

Mike Kaulbars POB 4612, Station E 
Ottawa, ONT K1S 5B6 Canada 

EGYPT 

Desert Everywhere— Islamic EF! & 

Cynical Tormentors 34, Salah El-Dln, app. 4 
Heliopolis, Cairo, EGYPT 
20-2-664 19fc FAX: 202 2908792 
Ttelex: 23082 PBSLN UN 

ENGLAND 

EF! England 107 Manor Road, Hastings, 

East Sussex TN34 3LP England 
(0424)444048 


INDIA 

Anand Skaria, P.B. #14, 

Cochin 682001, Kerala, India 
009-484-25435 

KENYA 

Environmental Liaison Centre (International) 
POB 72461 Nairobi, Kenya 
(254-2)24770/340849/336989 

MEXICO 

Eco- Solar Ave. Eugenia 1510 CoL Narvarte 
Mexico 03020 D.F. Mexico 

POLAND 

A. Janusz Korbel ul. Magi 21/3 
43-300 Blelsko-Biala Poland 

SCOTLAND 

Grant Collie c/o 1 1 Forth St Edinburgh, 
Scotland UK 

Fearghuls McKay 4 York Rd. Edinburgh, 
Scotland, UK 

SOUTH SWEDEN EF! 

R. “RldgerascaT Wleringa, Dalslundsvagen 82, 
S-232 51 Akarp Sweden ph: (040)46 18 63 

LOCAL 

GROUPS 

AI ASK A EF* 

Michael Lewis POB 670647 
Chuglak, AK 99567 
(907)688-5619 

ARIZONA EARTH FIRST! * 

Eric Twachtman POB 3412 TUcson, AZ 85722 
(602)327-3691 

Cheryl Bashaw CU Box 7893 
Flagstaff, AZ 86011 (602)523-3909 

Phoenix EF! POB 8795 Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Mike or Tfcrrl (602)276-2849 


CALIFORNIA EARTH FIRST! GROUPS 
Chico EF! 

Michele Miller POB 562S Chico, CA 95927 
(916)894-7362 

American River EF! 

POB 805 Georgetown, CA 95634 
(916)333-1715 

Volcano EF! 

J. Sten Layman POB 1475 
Sutter Creek, CA 95685 
(209)223-2965 

Central Valley EF! 

POB 73771 Davis, CA 95617 
(916)753-3239 

LOS ANGELES EARTH FIRST! 

POB 4381 North Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818)906-6833 

Orange County EF! 

POB 28318 Santa Ana, CA 92799 

LA Rainforest Action Committee 
POB 34427 Los Angeles, CA 90034 
(213)839-4247 

NORTHCOAST CALIFORNIA EF! GROUPS 
Northcoast California EF! * 

POB 622 Areata, CA 95521 
Mickey Dulas (707)826-7140 

Laytonvllle EF! 

POB 372 Laytonvllle, CA 95454 
(707)984-8263 

Sonoma County EF! 

Pam Davis POB 7544 

Santa Rosa, CA 95407 (707)523-1229 

South Humboldt EF! 

Darryl Chemey c/o POB 34 
Garbervllle, CA 95440 

Uklah EF! 

Judi Bari 106 West Standi ey 
Uklah, CA 95470 (707)485-0478 
Betty Ball (707)468-1660 

SAN DIEGO EARTH FIRST! • 

Claude Mathis POB 31 1 
Encinitas, CA 92024 (619)942-8069 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY EF! • 

Karen Pickett POB 83 Canyon, CA 945 16 
(415)376-7329 

Daniel Barron & Brian Gaffney POB 411233 
San Francisco, CA 94141 (415)824-3841 

Santa Cruz EF! • 

Karen DeBraal POB 344 

Santa Cruz, Ca 95061 (408)425-8094 

Llfeweb POB 20803 

San Jose, CA 95160 (408)927-0348 


COLORADO EARTH FIRST! * 

Walkabout Newsletter 
POB 1166 Boulder; CO 80306 

Scott Sala 1141 Emerson St 
Denver, CO 80203 (303)831-6093 

Michael Robinson POB 12243 
Boulder, CO 80303 

Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

Manitou Springs EF! Becky Elder 
POB 861 Manitou Springs, CO 80829 
(719)685-4257 

Huerfano Valley EF! POB 663 
Redwing, CO 81066 

CONNECTICUT EF! 

Trap Rock EF! POB 3856 Amity Station 
New Haven, CT 06525 (203)387-5851 

FLORIDA EARTH FIRST! • 

POB 13864 Gainesville, FL 32604 
(904)371-8166 

Big Bend EF! * 

Mike Schoelen POB 20582 
Tallahassee, FL 32316 (904)224-6782 

Everglades EF! • 

c/o Maria Quintana POB 557735 
Miami, FL 33255 (305)662-9383 

Gulf Coast EF! 

POB 146 Tarpon Springs, FL 34688 
(813)942-2001 

HAWAII EARTH FIRST! 

c/o Paul Faulsdch 1777 East-West Rd. 

Honolulu, HI 96848 

ILLINOIS EARTH FIRST! 

Southern Illinois EF! 

POB 1059 EdwardsvlUe, IL 62026-1059 
(618)692-3246 

Shawnee EF! Rene Cook RR6 Box 397 
Murphysboro, IL 62966 (618)684-4332 

IOWA EARTH FIRST! 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! Hal Rowe 

722 Westwlnds Dr. #3 

Iowa City, IA 52246 (319)354-6674 

MAINE EARTH FIRST! 

Gary Lawless Gulf of Maine Books 
61 Main St Brunswick, ME 04011 
(207)729-5083 

MARYLAND 

Chesapeake EF! Ron Huber POB 184 
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732 
(301)855-2975 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Connectlcutt Valley EF! 

POB 298 Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 
(413)625-8279 

Glacial Erratic (Newsletter)RFD #1, Box 530 
North Stratford, NH 03590 

MICHIGAN 
Wapln' EF! 

Bob Treemore 2645 Peters Road 
Dexter, MI 48130 (313)930-0446 

MIDWEST HEADWATERS EF! 

HankBruse 235 Travis Drive 

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 (715)423-5636 

Chicago EF! 

POB 6424 Evanston, IL 60204 

Paul Rechten 7405 Shields Rd. 

Harvard, IL 60033 (815)943-4178 

Twin Odes EF! 

Kurt Seaberg 2208 16th Av. S. #2 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 (612)722-5022 

Lakes Area EF! 

Joshua Long 415 1st Ave. NE 
Brainerd, MN 56401 

Midwest Headwaters EF! News * 

POB 14691, Madison, WI 53714 

MISSOURI EARTH FIRST! 

The Gateway EF! Tribe POB 1961 
St. Louis, MO 63118 (314)752-5011 

Big River EF!— Midregion 
POB 63223 St Louis, MO 63136 
Rose Ritter (314)773-4708 
John Wallace (618)939-3697 

Big River EF!/CURRENT 
POB 189 Pacific, MO 63069 
Orin Lange lie (314)257-2437 

Kansas City EF! 

Mark Swan holm 

POB 10213 Kansas City, MO 64111 

NEW MEXICO EARTH FIRST! 

BradLagorlo* 2405 Meadow Rd SW 
Albuquerque, NM 87105 (505)873-0299 

Ganges Wilson Drawer W 
Taos, NM 87571 (505)758-4899 

Upper Rio Grande EF! 

Gary Schlffmiller POB 8659 
Santa Fe, NM 87504 (505)984-1428 

NEW YORK EARTH FIRST! 

Finger Lakes EF! Black Wolf 
POB 4542 Ithaca, NY 14852 

Greater Adirondack Bloreglon EF! 
Snaggletooth 1 125 Phoenix Ave. 
Schenectady, NY 12308 
(518)374-6592 

Long Island EF! 

PO Box 812, Huntington, NY 11743 
(S 16)424-6499 

NORTH CAROLINA EARTH FIRST! * 

Earth Liberation Front/EF! POB 171 
Alexander, NC 28701 

OHIO EARTH FIRST! 

Scioto River Group Steve Moore POB 91 
Greencamp, OH 43322 (614)528-2517 

Black Swamp EF! OHIO S.E.CT. 

Rick B. Van Landlngham III c/o Office of 
Student Activities, Student Union Rm 3518 
University of Toledo, 2801 W. Bancroft St. 
Toledo, OH 43606 

Oberlln EF! c/o BUI Flelg 

OCMR Box 874 Oberlln, OH 44074 

(216)775-5588 


OREGON EARTH FIRST! 

Portland EF! POB 13765 
Portland, OR 97213 (503)232-3282 

EF! Siskiyou 
Bobcat POB 212 

Williams, OR 97544 (503) 846-7342 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384 Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305 

PENNSYLVANIA EF! 

Three Rivers EF! & Pennsylvania EF! • 
Andrew POB 6013 Pittsburgh, PA 15211 
(412)481-8524 

ALLEMONG BIOREGION EF! 

Allemong Wilderness Group 
POB 1689 Greensburg, PA 15601 

TEXAS EARTH FIRST! * 

Christi Stevens POB 7292 University Station 
Austin, TX 78713 (512)320-0413 

East Texas EF! 

Dave Burkart Rt 3, Box 114 
Cleveland, TX 77 327 (713)592-7664 

EF! Out There POB 1214 
College Station, TX 77841 

VERMONT EF! 

Mike Zwlkelmaler 

POB 85 Sharon, VT 05065 

Erik Sohlberg (802)439-62 66 

VIRGINIA/DC EARTH FIRST! 

Robert F. Mueller Rt. 1 Box 250 
Staunton, VA 24401 (703)885-6983 

Appalachian EF! * 

Ernie Reed Box 309 

Nellysford, VA 22958 (804)361-9036 

Virginia Highlands EF! • 

c/o Brenda Vest POB 40 Goshen, VA 24439 

UVA EF! 

Ellis POB 3240 
Charlottsvllle, VA 22903 


WASHINGTON EARTH FIRST! GROUPS 
CheetwootEF! 

POB 10147 Olympia, WA 98502 

Columbia Plateau EF! 

Brian Barry 222 N. 29th 
Yakima, WA 98902 (509)452-8074 

Okanogan Highlands EF! 

POB 361 Republic, WA 99166 

Olympic Peninsula EF! 

The Dancing Nudl Branches 
POB 1813 Port Townsend, WA 98368 

Seattle EF!/Washington EF!* 

George Draffan 

POB 95316 Seattle, WA 98145 

Shuksan EF! 

Tony Van Gessel 

POB 773, Bellingham, WA 98227 

Walla Walla WA EF! 

Environmental House Whitman College 
Walla Walla, WA 99362 (509)527-5738 

WILD ROCKIES EF!* 

Jake Jagoff POB 7891 Missoula, MT 59807 

Yellowstone EF! 

Randall Restless Box 6151 
Bozeman, MT 597 15 (406)587-3356 

Wyoming EF! 

655 North Cedar Laramie, WY 82070 

LOCAL 

CONTACTS 

ALASKA 

Eric Holle POB 1324 Haines, AK 99827 
ARIZONA 

Gristle POB 1525 Prescott, AZ 86302 

Friends of the Owls/Karl Montana 
POB 11152 Prescott, AZ 86304 

Student Environmental Network 
POB 2294, Prescott, AZ 86302 

CALIFORNIA 

Glenn Parton POB 123 

Shasta, CA 96087 (916)241-7340 

Dave Wheeler POB 1398 
Sugarloaf, CA 92386 (714)585-7160 

Wind River 260 Ashley Ave. #15 
Woodland, CA 95695 (916)668-1409 

DELAWARE/MARYLAND 

Greg DeCows ky Upper Shore Ecology Center 

POB 71 Georgetown, MD 21930 

(301)275-8091 

FLORIDA 

Black Rhino Vegetarian Soc. 

MaVynee O. Betsch 

Rt 3, Box 292 American Beach, FL 32034 

Pan c/o 1507 Edge vale Rd. 

Fort Pierce, FL 34982 (305)466-0833 


GEORGIA 

Paul Beck 3654 Old Ferry Rd. 

Martinez, GA 30907 (404)855-6426 

HAWAII 

Greenpeace Hawaii POB 10909 
Hilo, HI 96721 (808)935-0770 

Christopher Hope-Cowing POB 1031 
Makawao, HI 96768 (808)572-2546 

IDAHO 

IJLO.T. POB 1360 Priest River; ID 83856 
(208)448-2504 

INDIANA 

B.YJLD. 101 Crawford St #308 
Tferre Haute, IN 47807 

KANSAS 

Mountain Yarrow 214 Neosho 
Emporia, KS 66801 (316)342-1621 

Don Yockey Rt 1, Box 906 
Soldier, KS 66540 (913)834-2431 

KENTUCKY 

Erik Dellahousay 4S5 Ed Howe Rd. 
Munfordvtlle, KY 42765 (502)531-6703 

LOUISIANA 
ARKLATEX EF! 

c/o Eddie W. Hand 504 W. Louisiana #4 
Ruston, LA 71270 (318)251-2580 

MARYLAND/ DC 

Leonard J. Kerpelman 2403 W. Rogers 
Baltimore, MD 21209 (301)367-8855 

Rick Ostrander 6135 Camelback Lane 
Columbia, MD21045 (301)596-3978 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Alan (Atticus Finch) Goldblatt 

391 Concord Ave. Cambridge, MA 02138 

(617)876-3775 

Autonome Forum POB 366 
Wllliamstown, MA 01267 (413)597-6165 

MICHIGAN 

Val Salvo POB 02548 

Detroit, Ml 48202 (313)831-6800 

MISSOURI 

Sue Skidmore 1364 S. Plaza 
Springfield, MO 65804 (417)882-2947 

Herb Simon 1007 E. Sixth, Holden, MO 6404 
(816) 732-6400 (w) 732-4954 (h) 

Alexandra Swarthout 

POB 101 Ridgeway, MO 64481 

NEBRASKA 

David Langston 839 S. 15th 
Lincoln, NE 68508 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Lawrence H. St Laurent Jr. 

POB 14-Annex Concord, NH 03301 

NEW YORK 

Gary Bennett 127VassarSt 
Rochester, NY 14607 (716)461-0797 

Geeskaenh c/o Johnson RR1 Box 280 
Barker Rd., Tully NY 13159 (315)696-6199 

Wetlands Preserve/Russ Weis 

161 Hudson St, New York, NY 10013 

(212)966-5244 

OHIO 

Ohio Valley EF! 

Brian & Theresa Hagemann 

529 Riddle Rd. Cincinnati, OH 45220 

(513)961-3660 

Clint Holley III 28410 S. Bridge Clr. 

Westlake, OH 44145 (216)892-7891 

OKLAHOMA 

Lynette Setzkom 914 South Pittsburg, 

Tulsa, OK 74112 (918) 834-1759 

OREGON 

Kalmlopsis EF! POB 1444 
Cave Junction, OR 97523 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Antoinette Dwinga 

842 Library Ave. Carnegie, PA 15106 

Dave Hafer 

c/o Edward Abbey Hiking Society 
POB 65 Lewisburg, PA 17837 
(717)523-3107 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Joseph Allawos 99 St. Philip St #107 

Charleston, SC 29403 

TENNESSEE 

Kim PUarski Turner 2015 Ford Lane 
Knoxville, TN 37920 (615) 577-1257 

TEXAS 

William Larson 9122 Oak Downs Road 
San Antonio, TX 78230 (512)342-2520 

Nikki McDonald POB 670719 
Dallas, TX 75367 (214)739-1248 

VIRGINIA 

Larry Hollsh 410 Ridgeview Apts. 

Blacksburg, VA 24060 (703)951-9155 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Vince Packard POB 65 Myra, WV 25544 


♦ 

USUAL DISGUSTING PLEA 
FOR MONEY 

The Earth First! movement runs on your finan- 
cial support. We don't need as much as other 
groups since we are grassroots, volunteer, decen- 
tralized and have low overhead. Moreover, you 
get to select where your hard-earned money 
goes. Don't send your contributions to this 
newspaper, send them directly to one of these 
hard working groups. 
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Earth First! Bulletins 


ALTERNATIVE PLANS FOR PUBLIC 
LANDS: three days of non-violent direct 
action 

Day One — Monday, October 22. Actions are 
scheduled at every Forest Supervisor's Office on 
every National Forest, nationwide. The actions 
will be locally organized and are intended to 
expose local problems in the management of the 
Forest in question. This will be a local media 
event and will direct criticism toward Forest 
Service practices on the local Forest. The 
focus will be the presentation of an alterna- 
tive vision for forest management, backed up 
by facts unearthed by individuals and groups 
monitoring FS activities. Actions will be 
determined by participants and may include 
guerilla theater, non-violent civil disobedi- 
ence, creative demonstrations, and banners. 
The action will culminate in the presenta- 
tion of an alternative, ecologically respon- 
sible forest plan and a list of grievances with 
the forest. 

Day Two— Monday, October 29. All local 
alternative plans will be presented to Regional 
Supervisors at Regional Offices, by delegates 
from each Forest. Again, a show of numbers 
and information for the media is the goal. 
Actions will be regional in scope. 

Day Three — Monday, November S. In a grand 
finale at the US Department of Agriculture in 
Washington, DC, at F. Dale Robertson's of- 
fice, we will present the alternative forest 
plans for every National Forest in the coun- 
try! Written statements from our own Re- 
gional delegates will be read to the FS. We 
will expose FS mismanagement region by 
region, forest by forest, across the country, 
and wake up the national media. 

West Coast Contact, Regions 1-6, 10: Erik 
Ryberg, 373 Vista St, Ashland, OR 97520; 
503-482-9574 

EastCoastContact, Regions 7, 8, 9: Ernie Reed, 
POB 309, Nellysford, VA 22958; 804-361- 
9036 

THE GRIZZLY BEAR REVIVAL ROAD- 
SHOW will tour Washington, Oregon, Cali- 
fornia, and Arizona October 10 through 
December 10 informing and performing, 
inciting and exciting. Randall Restless will 
be joined by Lone Wolf Circles and La Tierra 
Band, an eight piece world-beat and Rock n’ 
Roll ensemble. The tribe likes to dance, and 
dance we will! Wherever possible, shows will 
be followed by direct actions on behalf of the 
great bear and/or other local issues. To help 
book or promote a dance-concert in any of 
these states, please call, ASAP, the EF! Grizzly 
Bear Task Force, 406-587-3356. 

AMAZONIA RESOURCE AND ACTION 
GUIDE The Rainforest Action Network has 
just published Amazonia: Voices from the 
Rainforest, a 92-page guide for organizations 
working to stop Amazonian deforestation. It 
contains more than 250 organizational pro- 
files, descriptions of the most destructive de- 
velopment projects, maps, statistics, and 
photos. The guide presents the viewpoint of 
grassroots groups among the peoples of the 
forest, such as rubber tappers and indigenous 
peoples, and lets them tell about their move- 
ments and what they need to make their 
work more effective. It is available for $10 
(postpaid) in the U 5. and $ 1 3 for overseas air 
mail. Make out checks or money orders (in 
U.S. dollars) to the Rainforest Action Net- 
work, 301 Broadway, Suite A, San Francisco, 
CA 94 1 33. Discount prices on bulk orders are 
available. 

THE GREEN FIRE ROAD SHOW is hitting 
the highways of America again. This fall's 
tour is new in several respects. First, the 
name is the Green Fire Wilderness Revival 
Tour. Second, the fall tour presents the fine 
music and stojy-telling of Tucson’s own 
Scotty Johnson/"^ 

The GretfnFire Wilderness Revival Tour 
will cover the southern half of the US, from 
October 1 through November 8. At the time 
of the Journal deadline, the schedule is not 
yet firm. If you live in the South, call for the 
schedule or look for posters. 

We will focus on wilderness conserva- 
tion. The songs, stories, and slide shows will 
be about wilderness. We want to save all 


around the world, including old-growth in 
the Pacific Northwest and rainforests in the 


tropics. We look at the ocean protection 
work of the Sea Shepherd Conservation 
Society. We discuss Mount Graham in 
southern Arizona and the gutting of the 
Endangered Species Act. We feature the 
South with segments about the Cahaba River 
in Alabama and development in Florida. 

OCT 1 Taos, NM 

2 Santa Fe, NM 

4 Lawrence, KS 

5 Urbana, IL Catayst Conference 

9 Richmond, KY* 

10 Charlottesville, VA 

11 Greensboro, NC 

12 Chapel Hill, NC 

15 Lexington, KY 

16 Asheville, NC 

17 Nashville, TN 

18 Chattanooga, TN 

19 Atlanta, GA 

20 Sautee-Nachoochee, GA 

21 Charleston, SC* 

22 Columbia, SC* 

23 Athens, GA* 

24 Birmingham, AL 

25 Auburn, AL 

26 Tallahassee, FL 

27 Gainesville, FL 

28 Miami, FL 

29 Melboune, FL* 

30 Pensacola, FL 
NOV 1 College Sutton, TX 

3 Tucson, AZ 

5 Los Angeles, CA 
7 San Jose, CA 

• Tentative 

As the South is booking more heavily 
than expected, the west coast leg of the tour 
from Tucson on, may be set back to accoma- 


date schedule conflicts. 

FormoreTritormabon or show detailsTN 
contact Roger Featherstone at (602) 624- 
3196. 


CENTRAL APPALACHIAN EARTH FIRST! 
RENDEZVOUS. Central Appalachia Earth 
First! will hold its fall rendezvous on October 
5-7 at the Hammond habitat, 6 miles south- 
west of Goshen, Virginia. To get there take 
Route 39 east from Goshen. About a mile out 


of town turn right on Rt.280 at the woody- 
ard. Go 5 miles and look for EF! signs. You 
can also get there from 1-64 by turning off at 
exit 11 onto Rt.850 and from it onto Rt.280. 
Then go northeast on Rt.780 for about 5 
miles and look for signs. We will have 
workshops, field trips, and possibly actions 
relative to the nefarious "California'' Timber 
Sale. For information call Crickett Ham- 
mond (703-997-0055), Ernie Reed (804-361- 
9036), Bob Mueller (703-885-6983). 


POETRY 
THAT MOVES! 

Charlotte Eve London got such over- 
whelming response to her perform- 
ance at this year’s RRR that she went 
home and recorded it. These are three 
collections of original free verse set to 
drums, music and other natural 
sound effects. 

"NO COMPROMISE!!!’’ A program of 
protest poetry, including such tracks 
as Hot Scab, Secret Deals & Extortion, 
and Redwood Summer 1990... 

"EVEN STEVEN" A program of satire 
mostly, including tracks such as For 
President Bush, For Ralph Nader, and 
For Shell Oil. 

"YEARNING HEARTS" A program of 
healing poetry for the restless heart. 

Each cassette tape is $8 postpaid. 
Proceeds go to EF! action. Send to: 
Washington EF1 
attn: Charlotte London 
POB 95316 
Seattle, WA 98145 


remaining wilderness an d more. 


Jhe performance is^a revival meeting^ 
not a lecture — a me-cnanging experferigeT 
'not just an evening's entertainment. It will ly* 


shock you wltn statistics and pictures of 
wilderness destruction, but it will also give 
you hope for turning this destruction 
around. It will challenge you to go out and 
do something. It will give you tools to do so. 

The show features the original music of 
Scotty Johnson, the speaking of Roger Feath- 
erstone, and slides by several wilderness 
photographers. We use the Earth First! 
movement as an example of wilderness 
conservation activism. At present, it may 
not be the best group for this purpose, but it 
is the foremost. 

We feature a series of case studies from 


AZTLAN JOURNAL A new bioregional 
newspaper has begun to cover environ- 
mental news of the Colorado Plateau . Edited 
by Jill Smith, a Colorado EF!er, Aztlan Jour- 
nal will cover issues such as uranium mining 
around the Grand Canyon, threats to wilder- 
ness areas, logging, and public lands grazing. 
For more information, contact Bioregional 
Press, (719) 742-5240; PO Box 568, La Veta, 
CO 81055. 

BEEF BOYCOTT BEGINNING to fight pub- 
lic lands ranching. This will be a loosely 
organized coalition of groups with a central 
distributing point in Oregon. Bumperstick- 
ers, silent agitators, educational materials 
and possibly postcards will be available. A 
national campaign will be kicked off with a 
national spokesperson and local media will 
be through press conferences or demonstra- 


tions. Local organizers will be needed to 
coordinate media, for distribution of materi- 
als and to contact other groups in their local 
area. The kickoff date has not been set but 
should be this fall or winter. If you are inter- 
ested in organizing your area, need more 
information, or want to donate for printing 
or organizing costs, contact Linda Wells at 
POB 41652, Tucson, AZ 85717. 

EARTH & SPIRIT A conference on the spiri- 
tual dimension of the environmental crisis 
will be sponsored by the Chinook Learning 
Center, October 19-21 in Seattle. Spiritual 
leaders, religious thinkers, environmental 
activists and artists will discuss responses to 
the planet's problems and means to reach a 
sustainable future. Contact: Chinook Learn- 
ing Center, PO Box 57, Clinton, WA 98236; 
(206)321-1884. 


WILD THANG Hot on the heels of the Redwood Summer roadshow, EF! eco-videographer will 
bring the Wild Thang roadshow around the country for two months this fall. It's a multi-media 
show featuring performance artice Andrew Rodman, dancer Asia Martin, Andy's video of EF! 
actions, and musical performances by folks such as Todd Samusson and Harry Levine. The 
theme is "actions in defense of wilderness - there's no more time for business as usual, so what 


are you doing to avert the murder of Planet Earth?" Most dates are set but contact your local 
EF! Contact to confirm dates and location, or call 415-547-3930. 

OCT IS Olympia, WA 14 Charlottesville, VA 

IS Chapel Hill, NC 


16 Eugene, OR 

17 Portland, OR 

19 Seattle, WA 

20 Couer D’Alene, ID 

21 Missoula, MT 

22 Bozeman, MT 
24 Boulder, CO 

26 Lawrence, KS 

27 Iowa City, IA 

28 Minneapolis, MN 

29 Madison, WI 

30 SL Louis, MO 

31 Cincinnati, OH 
NOV 1 Columbus, OH 

2 Pittsburgh, PA 

3 upstate, NY 

5 Burlington, VT 

6 Montpelier, VT 

7 S. Royaltort, VT 

8 Dartmouth College, NH 

9 Boston, MA 

10 Holyoke, MA 

11 NYC, NY 

12 Baltimore, MD 

13 Washington, DC 


16 Winston-Salem, NC 

17 Knoxville, TN 

19 Johnson City, TN 

20 Asheville, NC 

21 Clemson, SC 

23 Atlanta, GA 

24 The Farm, TN 

26 Birmingham, AL 

27 Talahassee, FL 

28 Miami, FL 

30 Gainesville, FL 
DEC 2 Pensacola, FL 

3 New Orleans, LA 

4 Houston, TX 

5 Austin, TX 

8 Santa Fe, NM 

10 Albuquerque, NM 

11 Flagstaff, AZ 

12 Tucson, AZ 

14 San Diego, CA 

15 Los Angeles, CA 

16 Santa Cruz, CA 
17&18 Bay Area, CA 


ALIVE & WILD Joanne Rand will bring a concert and banner display dedicated to the last 
stands of ancient forest. Designed to stir, empower and unite people to act in defense of 


wilderness. 

SEPT 27 Orcas Island, WA 

28 Seattle, WA 

29 Olympia, WA 

30 Portland, OR, Clinton St. Theatre 
OCT 1 Corvallis, OR, Majestic Theatre 

4 Eugene, OR, Unity Church 
5-6 Ruch, Or, Ruch Barter Fair 
7 Ashland, OR, Community Center 

11 Areata, CA, HSU Founders 152 

12 GarberviUe, CA 

13 Uklah, CA 

14 Sebastapol, CA, Community Center 
17 San Francisco. CA 

19 Berkeley, CA, Unitarian Church 


21 Santa Cruz, CA, Pacific Cultural Ctr. 
24 Encinitas, CA 
27 Tucson, AZ 

30 Blsbee, AZ, Women's Club 
NOV 1 Prescott, AZ 
2 Flagstaff, AZ 

10 Carbondale, CO, Rocky Mtn. School 

11 Aspen, CO, Ctr. for Envir. Studies 

13 Fort Collins, CO 

14 Boulder, CO 

15 Colorado Springs, CO, CO College 

17 Albuquerque, NM 

18 Santa Fe. NM 
21 Taos, NM 


Northwest Artist Peggy Sue McRae 

presents 

forest collection notecards 
printed on fine quality recycled paper 


Western Red Cedar 


Douglas Fir 


Lodgepole Pine 

12 cards, 4 of each design, $8.50 postpaid U.S. 

20% of proceeds benefit Lopez Forest Action Group 
make checks payable to: Peggy Sue McRae 

Rt. 1, Box 1158 
Lopez Island, WA 98261 
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TERRA- 1ST 


100% COTTON 


UEF.FY-T 1 S 


some people just 
don't get it 

(on back) 

black on red — sir.es (M, L, XL) 
black on silver — sizes (I., XL) 
$9 donation plus $2 shipping 

make checks payable to: 

BIG RIVER EF! 

FOB 189 

PACIFIC, MO 63009 


Aussy Policy . . . 

continued from page 23 
their own rainforests and respect the rights 
of forest peoples, and lobby consumer na- 
tions to adopt a tropical timber Import 
moratorium and assistance programme 
based on conservation measures. (All devel- 
opment assistance, including aid and trade 
agreements, should be made conditional on 
the respect for human rights, including the 
right of tribal peoples to the use and owner- 
ship of their traditional lands. The violation 
of human rights should be considered 
grounds for suspending aid and trade flows. 
Development projects should be elaborated 
in cooperation with local communities and 
should only go ahead with their free and 
informed consent. Dialogue between devel- 
opment agencies and local peoples should be 
based on a full sharing of information. Free- 
dom of information should be a pre-condi- 
tion of aid to ensure meaningful participa- 
tion of tribal peoples in the development 
process.) 

The crisis of tropical deforestation will 
only stop if every nation takes immediate 
steps to end its involvement in this war 
against nature. We urge you to make a strong 
and comprehensive rainforest protection 
policy for Australia. 

Yours, etc. 
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WOLF PRINTS TO BENEFIT 
WOLF ACTION NETWORK 


Design by Canyon Frog 
100% Cotton Beefy-T 
LtBlue, LtYellow, XL-UM-S 
$12 Postage Paid 
Make Checks Payable To: 

RANCHING TASK FORCE 
POB 41652 

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85717 



Jean Drescher, known for her drawing which adorned 
the cover of the Grizzly Bear Tabloid, has donated full- 
color, 20" by 24" lithographs of this wolf to help the Wolf 
Action Network. For a donation of one hundred dollars 
or more, you will receive a print while providing a major 
contribution to the Network's efforts for reintroduction 
and/ or protection of wolf populations all across North 
America. 

EF! Wolf Action Network 
POB 6733, Bozeman, MT 59771 


BIODIVERSITY BUMPERSTICKERS 

Only $2 each, postpaid. Additional contributions will help us build a 
needed species and ecosystem defense fund. 

Earth First! Biodiversity Project 
PO Box 4207 

Parkersburg, WV 26104-4207 


EQUAL RIGHTS 
FOR ALL SPECIES! 

EARTH FIRST! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 

ALL FORMS OF 
LIFE ARE EQUAL 

EARTH FIRST! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 



SAVE AMERICAN 4*- • 
ECOSYSTEMS T 4 

EARTH FIRST! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 

HEBEL AGAINST 



AMERICA NEEDS 
WOLVES 

FOR INTACT ECOSYSTEMS EARTH FIRST! 


( 

'Jtr 

V/ EA PTH 


EARTH FIRST! 



Wolf T-shirt from Arizona EF! 
Black ink on ecru, coral, slate, & teal 
Sizes M, L, and XL 
$11 postpaid from 
Arizona Earth First!, POB 3412 
Tucson, A Z 85722 


Full Size 

MAGNETIC 

BUMPER STICKER 




EARTH FIRST I 


Quality Green on White 
Price Includes Postage 

Send $3 To: 

Wilderness Defense! 
P.0. Box 460101 
Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, Colorado 80015 


Save Hawaii’s Rainforest! 









fir . 


S 2 , f ' : 
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^RAINFOREST tyf ) fy 

BIG INLAND RAINFOREST 
ACTION GROUP T-shirts 
100% cotton, high 
quality, full color 
design. Large design on 
back w/ ’ shi r t -pocket ' 
logo on front. Specify 
size & color(black, 
jade, neon green, royal 
blue) 

$15.00 per shirt 
+$3.00s/h per order. 
Satifaction Guaranteed 
B. I . R . A . G . 

— 

Pahoa, HI. 96778 •- 

Help is! ani Adi m Group 

Save Hawaii’s Rainforest! 

With an Original, IOqY, Cetton , 
Unique Batik. T-shirt f 

1990... 1^1 


po you Kkouj wttefe 

year minfor&f i? ? 

BACK — "* Wao Kgle o Pom*, HAWAII • 

Available i»i ALL Sixes *2.7 

ALL sixes hi Tank Tops *26 ~ 

/\LL sixes in China T +ype 

Price INCLUDES Shippi|\l}. Al\a*j 3 weeks fo*- Delivery. 
Available in AmeRiysf, purple. Turquoise, Careen 

PLEASE SPECIF/ 5l2-E,COUOK.aHJ ST'/LE of dih+J 
Sharon Unique, fiatik 

Box 1410. Vahoa, NJ. %77& 







Wildlife Deathtraps 


by Lawrence F. LaPre, Ph.D. 
photos by the author 

The following is reprinted with permission from 
Clementine (spring/summer 1990), Mineral 
Policy Center, Room 55 0, 1325 Massachusetts 
Ave NW, Washington, DC 20005 (a group 
dedicated to reforming the anachronistic laws 
governing mining in this country). 

The East Mojave Scenic Area is a remote 
part of the California Desert known for its 
abundance of wildlife, Indian rock art (petro- 
glyph) sites, rockhounding opportunities, 
and spectacular scenery. As part of the Sierra 
dub's Adopt-A-Wildemess program, I make 
periodic visits to Wilderness Study Area 
(WSA) #271, the Woods and Hackberry 
Mountains, to report on any disturbances 
that might impair wilderness values. 

The Discovery 

During the Christmas holidays of 1989, 
1 traveled to the Hackberry Mountains to 
check on recent developments in the WSA. I 
noticed a substantial increase in the number 
of mining claims present in the area — sev- 
eral hundred new polyvinyl chloride (PVQ 
pipes were being used to mark mining 
claims. They were four-inch diameter black 


flycatchers, rock wrens, and American kes- 
trels are species that nest in holes in yuccas, 
the tallest plant in this part of the desert. 
Cactus wrens construct woven nests shaped 
like a horizontal tube, and this species was 
also found in claim markers. 

Although woodpeckers are the main 
excavators of cavities in the yuccas, no 
woodpeckers were found in the pipes be- 
cause they cannot perch in their characteris- 
tic vertical posture and because they do not 
create or enter horizontal openings. Where 
the vegetation changed to desert scrub with- 
out rocks and yuccas, many fewer birds were 
discovered. 

Unfortunately, nearly all of the pre- 
ferred habitat for cavity-nesting birds in the 
Hackberry Mountains is covered with min- 
ing claims marked with perforated PVC 
pipes. My earlier research on breeding birds 
in this area showed that the territory size of 
ash-throated flycatchers was from 25 to 50 
acres for each nesting pair. The density of 
claim markers exceeds the density of fly- 
catchers, resulting in several pipe markers 
being present within each nesting territory. 

The observed rate of entrapment could 
lead to the entire local population of fly- 
catchers being eliminated. The species has 
very likely suffered major losses already. 



The mature yucca, natural home for many desert creatures, has a columnar form 
and often has nesting cavities about the same size as the openings in claim markers. 


or white perforated pipes, about four feet tall, 
placed at each comer of the claim, and 
sometimes at the discovery point and along 
the centerline of the claim boundary. 

When I investigated the claim informa- 
tion within one pipe, five dead birds fell out. 
I stared in disbelief, figuring that someone 
must have been target shooting and dropped 
the bird carcasses in the claim pipe. I in- 
spected several other PVC pipes and found 
more dead birds, mostly flycatchers and 
wrens. After finding 18 dead birds in 10 or 15 
pipes, I concluded the pipes were acting as 
bird traps. Twenty additional markers 
yielded 36 dead birds and 18 dead lizards. 
Nearly all the pipe markers checked con- 
tained dead insects, in some cases hundreds 
of wild bees. I again visited the Hackberry 
Mountains in March; I inspected 21 claim 
markers, finding nine that contained three 
dead birds and seven dead lizards. 

Upon my return, I reported these find- 
ings to the Sierra Club and the Mineral Policy 
Center. I also discussed them with a reporter 
for the San Bernardino Sun who reported that 
Viceroy Resources Corporation examined 34 
posts in the Hackberry Mountains and found 
12dead birds in 10 claim markers. In Califor- 
nia, BLM rangers surveyed 730 mining posts 
and discovered 168 dead birds and lizards. 

Biological Considerations 

The number of animals trapped in the 
claim markers depends on the local habitat 
and the resident bird species. The birds are 
more frequently killed in areas where cavity- 
nesting species are common. Ash-throated 


These migratory birds depend on desert 
nesting areas to replenish population losses 
from natural causes. Combined with the loss 
of wrens and other susceptible species, areas 
containing many mining claims and high- 
quality habitat may become "empty" with 
respect to birds. 

Insects are the animals most frequently 
affected. All the pipes contained dead in- 
sects. Certain insects appeared to be particu- 
larly vulnerable: cicadas, solitary bees, a type 
of iridescent wasp, and many beetles, includ- 
ing wood-boring species not often encoun- 
tered by entomologists. Piles of hundreds of 
bees were found in some pipes; both dead 
and live bees were found in the pipes in 
March, a time when these insects are active 
in this region. 

Implications 

The trapping of small animals by PVC 
claim markers is a serious and potentially 
widespread problem. Although the Hack- 
berry Mountains area was found to be a "hot 
spot" for the bird deaths, mining claims 
across Western states could manifest the 
same problem. 

BLM reports that 1.2 million mining 
claims are recorded on public lands, with 
395,000 new claims filed in the past three 
years. Every state except Montana allows the 
use of PVC pipe for marking claims. BLM 
estimates that several hundred thousand 
PVC claim markers are in use today. Clearly, 
tens of thousands of birds are at risk of being 
trapped in these claim markers. I believe 
thousands have already succumbed. In areas 



A PVC claim marker in the Mojave desert serves as a deadly trap for the area's wildlife. 


where cavity-nesting birds are common, the 
markers could selectively remove these spe- 
cies from the local ecosystem. 

The claim markers continue to capture 
birds and other animals long after the claims 
are abandoned. Pipes set in an area where the 
birds are vulnerable will kill selected species, 
presumably until the species is extirpated or 
the pipe is removed. While the loss of Insects 
may seem like a minor biological problem, 
the large number of bees killed will affect the 
pollination of desert plants, which are often 
quite specific with respect to their pollina- 
tors. 

Agency Reaction 

In response to reports of small animal 
deaths, the BLM Washington office issued a 
press release and asked state offices to inves- 
tigate the situation. The California BLM 
issued a policy requiring covering all pipes 
with caps or tape by 1 July 1990. This 
deadline was recently postponed to Septem- 
ber 1. Taping of the pipe is not recom- 
mended, but is allowed. 

Some mining companies are retrofit- 
ting their claim markers by capping the 
pipes. I inspected the claims of Gold Fields 
Mining Corporation in Imperial County, 
California, and found that all the PVC claim 
markers used by Gold Fields have been 
capped. I found that the Hackberry Moun- 
tains claims of Viceroy Resources Corp. were 
not capped by late spring, but a crew is 
reportedly working on capping the 2500 
claim markers. This is a good start, but I am 
still concerned that thousands of open pipes 
marking other claims are exposed and many 
more birds will die before the problem is 
solved. 

Solution 

A markerless system for mining claims 
would solve these wildlife problems. The 
rights of claim holders can be fully protected 
by paper recordation of claims. There Is no 
need to endanger wildlife and Utter scenic 
landscapes with claim stakes. 

Until a markerless system is made the 
national standard, regulations are needed to 
protect wildlife on public lands. Today, the 


method of marking claims is determined by 
each state rather than by federal law or regu- 
lation, resulting in a fragmented approach to 
this problem. To correct this problem, the 
federal government should establish uni- 
form claim marker regulations that reflect 
important wildhfe and scenic values. 

Recommendation 

Immediate action is needed on three 
fronts to prevent further needless loss of 
wildlife: 

First, cover existing open-top PVC 
markers with permanent plastic caps. Tap- 
ing the perforations or top as the BLM has 
aUowed is not acceptable, since weathering 
will lead to quick loss of the tape. 

Second, prohibit further use of un- 
capped or perforated PVC pipe. 

Third, the Federal government should 
estabUsh a program to document wildlife 
deaths in mining claim markers, and it 
should coordinate uniform data gathering. 

Editor's note: Creative activists can proba- 
bly devise countless other immediate responses. 

Because hundreds of thousands of the 
PVC pipe markers are in place today on 
pubUc lands, we need an effort by individual 
citizens to report the findings of smaU ani- 
mal deaths. If you can survey claim markers 
in your area, you should report to the Min- 
eral PoUcy Center the exact location of the 
claims studied, the date, the claim holders, 
and any animals found in claim stakes (or 
none). The inspectionand reporting of wild- 
life kills in mineralized areas, and publicity 
about the findings, will compel the agencies 
to act. 

The BLM acted too slowly to prevent 
another year of needless bird deaths in the 
1990 nesting season. We must press them to 
swiftly cure this wildlife hazard, so we are not 
faced with additional silent springs on public 
lands In years to come. 

In the long run, we must press Congress 
to reform the 1872 Mining Law and do away 
entirely with on-site claim staking. It is 
expensive, dangerous to wildlife, and ugly. It 
is a remnant of mining tradition that should 
be eliminated. 



A hidden cost of this country's mining laws: a claim marker, left, pulled from its hole, right, yields 
a mound of mummified lizards and bird bones. 
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WOLF REPORTS 

Farm Bureau Attacks Wolves 


It has been said that by the year 2000, 
the only mammals alive on tile planet will be 
those humans chose to protect. The Wyo- 
ming Farm Bureau would be glad to hear 
that, for on July 1 1 they filed a petition with 
our friend Manuel Lujan and the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) Director for the re- 
movalof the Gray Wolf from the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA). They also requested re- 
views of the Northern Rockies Wolf Recovery 
Plan, the Eastern Timber Wolf Recovery 
Plan, and the Red Wolf Recovery Plan. They 
based these actions on new information 
suggesting that some of the wolves protected 
under these three plans are known to be, or 
have a high probability of being, hybrids - 
most likely as a result of cross breeding with 
Coyotes. 

The ESA classification has been made 
based on morphological characteristics of 
the animals, and does not cover hybrid spe- 
cies. Recently, under contract from the FWS, 
a UCLA geneticist, who specializes in canids, 
found Coyote genes in both Eastern Timber 
Wolves and Red Wolves. This, coupled with 
some far-flung extrapolation of a few wolf 
biologists’ opinions, has led the Farm Bureau 
to challenge the wolf recovery plans and the 
ESA. 

It is not surprising that the Farm Bureau 
petitioned the FWS. It was their ilk that 
exterminated wolves and other predators 
from throughout America. The Farm 
Bureau's latest attack is just another of a 
multitude of insults domestication has 
wreaked upon our natural home. So how 
should we react to this; some say with 
humor, others say with a new legal opinion 
from the Solicitor's Office on what Congress 
intended when they passed the ESA. The 
technical question might be "What percent- 
age of wolf genes make a wolf a wolf?" But the 
ecological question is three-fold: can we 
prove that there aren't any pure breed Red 
Wolves or Mt. Graham Red Squirrels left; 
could this all just be part of natural selection; 
and (most importantly) if "introgression” is 
so prevalent, doesn't that warrant all the 
more protection for the endangered species? 

As a result of the Farm Bureau's efforts 
(and many more like them), wolves need our 
help. What follows is a report on the issues 
facing wolves in six states and one province 
in North America. At the RRR, Jasper Carlton 
reminded me that wolves and many other 
critters are endangered more because of what 
we are not doing than what we are doing; we 
are not protecting their habitats, and we are 
not doing enough to stop the madmen. 

Northern Rockies 

The last of the Marion Pack, a pack of 
Gray Wolves that lived in northwest Mon- 
tana, is dead. This female, like the four others 
before her, died of unnatural causes — under 
the guise of the well-intentioned but highly 
misdirected Northern Rocky Mountain Wolf 
Recovery Plan. This cooperative extermina- 
tion project, whose members include the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service, the USDA’s Animal 
Damage Control Program (ADC), and the 
powerful and greedy ranching community, 
happened in three stages in a little under a 
year (see 11/1/89 and 5/1/90 articles). 

The pack started as five: a female, a male 
and three pups. The pack was accused of 
preying upon the ever present and fatally 
slow bovine. In efforts to trap and relocate 
the pack last September, FWS killed the male 
and two pups. The male was killed for hu- 
mane reasons (the wolf’s foot became in- 
fected as a result of being injured in the trap) 
and two of the pups (which were separated 
from their mother) starved to death. In 
March, the remaining pup, who had pre- 
sumably been on its own since September, 
was again accused of being a predator. This 
time, ADC was called in to remove the 
"problem" animal (they never removed the 
cows from the area), and after a week of 
attempted trappingand fourdays of hunting 
the wolf from a helicopter, it was shot dead. 

Meanwhile, the female had gone south 
and met a male in the Ninemile area (just 
northwest of Missoula). The new pair had a 
litter; but this summerthe female's collar was 
found, sans wolf, smashed apart in a river 
outside Ninemile. Though no one has been 
accused of any wrongdoing (except the 
wolves), it is presumed that a rancher with a 
dislike for wolves (thus making the number 
of suspects quite large) was to blame. 

This leaves the new male and three 
pups. The male has supposedly moved the 
pups further up a drainage, away from hos- 
tile humans. But with hunting season ap- 
proaching, Ed Bangs of FWS's Wolf Recovery 
Team fears that the wolves might be subject 
to hunter harassment. The locals don't like 
wolves and know where they are. Members 
of Missoula Wolf Action Group (WAG) have 


asked Bangs to maintain a presence in the 
area where the wolves are during the hunting 
season, to dissuade any inappropriate behav- 
ior toward the Endangered Species. WAG 
told Bangs, after he moaned about not hav- 
ing the funds to staff such a presence, that if 
FWS doesn't establish a protective presence, 
WAG will. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Tell Bangs and 
his boss Kemper McMaster to go to Nine- 
mile and protect the wolves. Remind them 
that If they don't, WAG will. Write to them 
at FWS, POB 10023, Helena, MT 59626. 

While the Gray Wolf appears to be re- 
turning on its own to the Northern Conti- 
nental Divide Ecosystem, ranchers and poli- 
ticians still stand in the way of its return to 
the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. A recent 
summary report, with researchers' answers 
to questions posed by the Senate-House Inte- 
rior Appropriations Conference Committee 
in 1988, gave the wolfs return to Yellow- 
stone National Park (YNP) a biological 
thumbs up, thus making it harder for the 
congressional delegates from Wyoming, 
Montana, and Idaho to further stall the re- 
covery project. However, politics still domi- 
nates this 17 year effort to return the Endan- 
gered canid to the world’s first national park. 
Not surprisingly, Idaho's Senator McClure 
seems to be creating the newest threat to wolf 
reintroduction in YNP. 

A rider has been attached to the 1991 
Appropriations Bill that would provide 
money for undertaking the EIS on wolf rein- 


A rider has been attached to the 
1991 Appropriations Bill that 
would provide money for under- 
taking the EIS on wolfreintroduc- 
tion in Yellowstone. 


traduction in Yellowstone. The bill has 
passed the House, and is now before the 
Senate Appropriations Committee. At face 
value, this is a good rider, as completion of an 
EIS would bring us a step closer to returning 
wolves to the Park. Northern Rockies conser- 
vationists fear, however, that McClure will 
only allow this appropriations bill through 
.the Senate with the addition of his personal 
Northern Rockies wolf recovery bill as an 
amendment. Such a move would cause a lot 
of commotion, because in order to defeat 
McClure's rider the entire appropriations bill 
would need to be struck down. 

Jimmy's wolf recovery bill is dangerous. 
It is similiar to the Northern Rockies Wolf 
Recovery Plan in that it would designate 
recovery areas in YNP, northwest Montana, 
and central Idaho. However, his proposal 
states that wolves that stray and/or establish 
themselves outside those recovery zones 
would no longer be protected under the 
Endangered Species Act and the three states 
involved would be allowed to manage 
wolves as they saw fit (including as game 
animals or pests). It seems McClure is clev- 
erly attempting to weaken the wolves' pro- 
tection while playing the mediator in the 
heated controversy. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to mem- 
bers of the Senate Appropriations Com- 
mittee, and tell them not to pass any 
appropriations bill that has McClure's 
"wolf recovery" proposal attached to it. 
Explain the difference between McClure's 
proposal and the rider for EIS funds, and 
tell them you support the EIS rider as it 
stands alone. Committee members are 
Robert Byrd (Chair, D-WV), Dennis De- 
Concini (D-AZ), Dale Bumpers (D-AR), 
Daniel Inouye (D-HI), Tom Harkin (D-IA), 
J. Bennett Johnston (D-LA), Barbara 
Mikulski (D-MD), Quentin Burdick (D- 
ND), Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ), Harry Reid 
(D-NV), Ernest Hollings (D-SC), Jim Sasser 
(D-TN), Patrick Leahy (D-VT), Brock 
Adams (D-WA); Mark Hatifeld (Ranking 
Minority Member, R-OR), Ted Stevens IR- 
AK), Charles Grassley (R-IA), James 
McClure (R-ID), Thad Cochran (R-MS), 
Warren Rudman (R-NH), Pete Domenici 
(R-NM), Alfonse D'Amato (R-NY), Don 
Nickles (R-OK), Arlen Specter (R-PA), Phil 
Gramm (R-TX), Jake Gam (R-UT), and 
Robert Kasten (R-WI). 

New Mexico 

"In a little less than a year we've opened 
up the issue, broken the stalemate, and put a 
fire under those that need it." Those are the 
words of Dan Moore of New Mexico WAG, 
regarding their legal efforts to force the rein- 
troduction of the Mexican Wolf into NM. 
The lawsuit has forced the FWS to deal with 
their wolf recovery plan, and has, in a bitter- 


sweet manner, been the vehicle through 
which FWS Regional Director Michael Spear 
(who is also embroiled in the Mt Graham 
controversy) has proven his bio-bigotry. The 
lawsuit is also challenging the notion of the 
Department of Defense (DOD) that they are 
above the law. The following is a chronology 
of recent events surrounding WAG’s lawsuit. 

At an Earth Day speech, Spear said he 
hoped to settle the WAG lawsuit out of court. 
Since then, FWS and DOD have had a series 
of verbal and written exchanges. As a result, 
the Commanding General at the White 
Sands Missile Range said he is now willing to 
discuss the idea of wolf reintroduction on the 
Range. Also, both the Department of the 


The New Mexico WAG lawsuit has 
forced the FWS to deal with their 
wolf recovery plan . . . 


Interior (DOI) and the DOD have filed a 
motion to dismiss the lawsuit — claiming 
that these exchanges, and the General's will- 
ingness to look at reintroduction, show that 
the recovery project is on track. 

Sounds great ... until one considers 
Spear's and the general's track records. The 
recovery project is now 14 years old, and the 
Mexican Wolves have not made it out of the 
zoos. Thus, WAG wants to pursue the suit. 
Conveniently, a few events since it was filed 
will probably kill the fed's motion for dis- 
missal. 

For one, the scuttlebutt was that if WAG 
pushed the wolf issue too hard the general at 
White Sands would cancel a five year old 
Mountain Lion study being conducted on 
the Range. This summer, the general did 
indeed refuse to renew the study's second 
five year permit. He reasoned that DOD 
biologists were having to leave the lion study 
to prepare for the wolves, but he caught hell 
for his decision (this is allegedly the largest 
Cougar study ever). Soon after, the general 
reversed his decision, but his reversal won't 
help the fed's motion. 

Then, on July 3 1, WAG held a successful 
demo at the FWS Southwest regional office in 
Albuquerque. WAG called for the agency’s 
time-line establishing when a site would be 
chosen, when public hearings would be 
held, and when the wolves to be returned to 
the wild would be chosen. Fifty people were 
at the demo, and calls came in throughout 
the day in support of the demonstrators' 
demands. Moore said this two-pronged at- 
tack was very effective as it allowed more 
people to participate, and it hit the FWS at 
more than one level. In responding to a 
media question concerning the time-line 
request, Spear said that he felt wolves could 
be in the wild as early as April of 1992, but he 
claimed that the Wolf Recovery Project 
needed $300,000 to continue their reintro- 
duction efforts. WAG has now put Spear's 
optimism into the slogan "Outta the zoo by 
'92." 

At that action, WAG members pre- 
sented to the public a "deep throat" letter, 
presumably from someone in the regional 
FWS office. This letter has caused Spear 
considerable consternation, as it showed 
that the FWS saw the lawsuit as a joke, and 
that Spear had previously told staff members 
that he hates wolves. The letter listed key 
documents that WAG had not asked for in 
their FOIA requests. Spear appears to be pis- 
sed off at WAG for going public with this, 
and feels like it is a personal attack, even 
though WAG did so to provide evidence that 
Spear and the FWS were not committed to 
wolf reintroduction, and that the motion to 
dismiss the case should be thrown out. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 1) Pressure 
Michael Spear to restore the Mexican 
Wolf, with letters and calls (Regional 
Director, USFWS Region 2, 500 Gold Ave, 
SW, Albuquerque, NM 87103; 505-766- 
2321). 2) Educate people in your area 
(through canvassing, fund-raisers, etc.) 
about WAG's efforts to return wolves to 
the wilds of New Mexico. 3) Contribute to 
WAG, as the lawsuit will cost big bucks; 
and ask for information to pass on (WAG, 
2118 Central SE, Suite 46, Albuquerque, 
NM 87106). 

Arizona 

Say what, did I hear that right? The 
Arizona Game and Fish Department (AGFD) 
is asking the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US 
Forest Service (FS), Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment (BLM) and private organizations to 
fund a $230,000 study to determine how 
many Mexican Wolves remain in the wild in 
Mexico, and to evaluate potential reintro- 
duction sites for wolves in Arizona. Gover- 
nor Rose Mofford wants to establish a coop- 


erative effort with Sonora, Mexico, to obtain 
information about wolves on both sides of 
the border. 

The Mexican Wolf may be the most 
threatened mammal in North America. 
Throughout the Southwest and across the 
border, wolves have for decades been 
hunted, trapped and poisoned in an effort to 
make the wilds safe for livestock. Extermina- 
tion efforts, coupled with habitat loss due to 
domestication and development, have left 
no known wolves in the wild and only 44 in 
captive breeding programs. The last known 
wild Mexican Wolf in Arizona was killed in 
1960. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to Terry 
Johnson, Arizona Game and Fish Depart- 
ment, 2222 West Greenway Rd, Phoenix, 
A Z 85023. Tell him you wholeheartedly 
support AGFD's decision to take the first 
step toward wolf reintroduction in Ari- 
zona. Remind him that the Mexican Wolf 
is a federally-listed Endangered Species, 
and that a few local, opposing voices 
should not deter AGFD's change of heart! 
National public opinion supports their 
decision. Also, write to your congressper- 
sons (senators, US Senate, Washington, 
DC 20510; representative, House of Repre- 
sentatives, DC 20515) and the heads of 
FWS (John Turner, Director, Fish & Wild- 
life Service, Interior Dept, DC 20240), FS 
(Dale Robertson, Chief, Forest Service, 
USDA, POB 96090, DC 20090), and BLM 
(Cy Jamison, Director, BLM, Interior Dept, 
DC 20240) and tell them to allocate 
money for AGFD's study. 

Washington 

Bypassing all the political hoops and 
poops, Gray Wolves have returned to the 
North Cascades Ecosystem on their own. In 
May, National Park Service (NPS) and Wash- 
ington Department of Wildlife (WDW) bi- 
ologists located a den within the Ross Lake 
National Recreation Area (RLNRA) near the 
Canadian border. Another possible wolf den 
or rendezvous site was discovered by FWS 
and WDW in the Okanogan National Forest 
in north-central Washington. Both have 
since moved from where they were found 
(harassed), and have not been relocated. A 
third den was discovered in August, but the 
site hasn't been publicized due to its proxim- 
ity to a hiking trail. This den is in the 
Wenatchee NF (near Mt. Rainier), 130 miles 
south of the border! 


Bypassing all the political hoops 
and poops. Gray Wolves have re- 
turned to the North Cascades Eco- 
system on their own. 


To protect the pups in the RLNRA, the 
NPS closed to the public the area where the 
den was located, but they had already made 
public the den's location. Dogs have been 
restricted from the area, to minimize the 
possibility of spreading canine parvo viru s to 
the wolf pups (a disease that leads to death by 
starvation). The FWS is considering amend- 
ing the Rocky Mountain Wolf Recovery Plan 
to include the North Cascades, which, con- 
sidering how the "recovery" of wolves in 
northwest Montana is proceeding, may not 
be a great idea. The Endangered Species 
Program Manager for WDW, Harriet Allen, 
has asked FWS for funds to place radio collars 
on these wolves. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to FWS 
Regional Director Marvin Plenert (FWS 
Region 1, Eastside Federal Complex, 911 
NE 11th Ave, Portland, OR 97232-4181). 
Ask FWS not to collar the wolves. Write to 
Harriet Allen (Endangered Species Pro- 
gram Manager, WA Dept of Wildlife, 600 
Capitol Way, Olympia, WA 98501-1091) 
and tell her to let the wolves be - no collars; 
don't research them to death! We already 
know all we need to know; and they need 
protection from human meddling. Lastly, 
tell the RLNRA Superintendent (2105 Hwy 
20, Sedro Woolley, WA 98284) to keep the 
area closed and the dogs out. Remind all of 
them to keep quiet as to the whereabouts 
of the wolves. 

One of the most frustrating aspects of 
efforts to reintroduce or protect wolves in the 
United States is a state's ability to thwart a 
recovery program mandated by federal law. 
Even in some of the states for which the FWS 
has wolf recovery plans (NM, TX, MT, WY, 
ID, NY, ME), the agency is not pursuing wolf 
recovery. The reason for this is simple: the 
state wildlife agency or local representatives 
aren’t willing to push the issue. Indeed, the 
only reintroduction project being imple- 
mented (the Red Wolf program, mainly in 
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North and South Carolina) is so far limited to 
islands, as wild propagation sites, and one 
small coastal wildlife refuge. Aside from that, 
only four "recovery" projects (for existing 
populations in MT, MN, WI, and Ml) are 
under way. 

Alaska 

Alaska is the one state with a wolf popu- 
lation not considered Threatened or Endan- 
gered. But that doesn't mean wolves in the 
Frontier State don't face the problem of the 
state thwarting federal protection efforts. 

In Alaska, the controversy over whether 
land-and-shoot wolf hunting should be al- 
lowed on National Park Preserves has taken 
twists and turns but ended up right back 
where it started. In the March issue, I ex- 
plained how NPS Director Ridenour had 
postponed making a final decision on a land- 
and-shoot wolf hunting ban after meeting 
with Senator Ted Stevens (R-AK) and Repre- 
sentative Don Y oung (R-AK) . With the state's 
governor, Steve Cowper, they tried to per- 
suade Ridenour not to instate the permanent 
ban. 

After several closed-door meetings with 
Ridenour, the state issued a regulation that 
prohibits land-and-shoot hunting — but 
allows continued subsistence hunting — on 
National Park Preserves. By issuing the ban 
itself, the state kept its ability to change the 
decision. The federal ban would have been 
much harder to end. 

Soon after, the ban was rendered virtu- 
ally useless when the Alaska Supreme Court 
decided that the law allowing only those 
people living in rural areas the right to 
"subsistence hunting" was unconstitu- 
tional. The Court felt that urban residents 
were being discriminated against; the state 
constitution allows all Alaskans equal access 
to fish and game. Until the state resolves the 
controversy surrounding the definition of 
"subsistence" hunting, such hunts are open 
to everyone. 

So, the responsibility for placing a real 
ban on hunting wolves in the National Park 
Preservesis back in the lap of the NPS. The 
NPS wavered before — even though over 
98% of the comments they received favored 
the ban — but they have a chance to set 
things right. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to Ride- 
nour (Director, NPS, Interior Dept., Wash- 
ington, DC 20240) and the Regional Di- 
rector in Alaska (Alaska Region, NPS, 2525 


Gambell St, Anchorage, AK 99503) and 
tell them to permanently ban aerial hunt- 
ing of wolves in Alaska's National Park 
Preserves. Judging by the majority of 
comments the NPS previously received on 
the issue, the public supports a ban on 
aerial hunting for all animals, not just 
wolves; add your support to that idea. 
Letters to congressional delegates also 
would help. 

Regarding the Alaska Boycott that the 
Missoula Wolf Action Group has called 
for, some of you have asked how to answer 
the form letters the state sent (claiming 
they aren't killing wolves). WAG has writ- 
ten an information sheet responding to 
the state's misleading statements. Write 
WAG, POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807. 

Alberta 

In the March issue of the Journal, I 
explained how wolf control was being con- 
sidered as a means of enhancing ungulate 
populations. In particular, the Grand Cache 
area of Willmore Park, northwest of Jasper, 
was being considered for killing of wolves to 
help recover the Mountain and Woodland 
Caribou, both of which subspecies are con- 
sidered threatened. The Mountain Caribou 
uses the area as a wintering ground, and the 
Woodland Caribou resides thereallyear. The . 
area around Jasper National Park was also 
being considered. 

Well, it appears that the Alberta govern- 
ment has, for now, decided not to imple- 
ment a wolf control program near Jasper. 
However, rumor has it that the government, 
as early as this fall when the trapping season 
begins, will pay trappers to kill wolves in the 
Grand Cache area. 

Much of the concern over this "rumor" 
is likely based upon a recent written ex- 
change between a Canadian Wolf Defenders 
(CWD) member, Jill Seaton, and the Alberta 
Ministry of Forest Lands and Wildlife. Jill 
Seaton, who based her critique on research 
reports and interviews with government 
biologists, had harsh words for the Alberta 
government: "The wolf is to be made to pay 
for the government's scandalous misman- 
agement of Alberta’s caribou. In spite of 
warnings 17 years ago that the population 
was in serious trouble, there has been no 
government commitment whatsoever to 
save this 'threatened' species from extinc- 
tion. On the contrary, > their entire critical 
winter range has been handed over to log- 


ging companies; strip-mining of coal is per- 
mitted across their migration routes; re- 
source roads have been constructed through 
their winter range and new roads are 
planned in the future; no adequate reserva- 
tions or sanctuaries have been set aside 
where protection of the caribou would have 
priority over development." She also 
pointed out that aerial surveys have shown 
that the caribou population has stabilized at 
300-400 animals (up from little more than 
200 in the 1980s). 

J.R. Nichols, Assistant Deputy Minister 
of Forest Lands and Wildlife, disagreed: "The 
increase in the population estimate is more a 
function of increased survey efficiency. 
These findings actually illustrate the lack of 
recovery over the last 9 years and the in- 
creased necessity of implementing all pro- 
grams designed to result in the recovery of 
this threatened species. The wolf control 
program is the only one which hasn't been 
initiated...." 

There are some obvious problems with 
this justification for wolf control. The pro- 
grams Nichols mentioned are entirely inade- 
quate. He cited a wildlife corridor — it ex- 
tends only 300 yards on either side of the 
road. He refers to a logging moratorium — it 
applies only to a very small area. Moreover, 


BIODIVERSITY REPORTS 


ed. note: The following is adapted from the 
summer 1990 Glacial Erratic, PAW's journal 
($12.S0/yr; RFD 1 Box 530, N Stratford, NH 
03590). It updates the status of a species previ- 
ously described in our Biodiversity Reports. 

The Karner Blue Butterfly has two 
broods per year — in late May/June and in 
mid-late July. Adult Kamer Blues need nec- 
tar plants for their brief life span of 2-3 days: 
lupine in bloom for the first brood, milkweed 
and other sources for the second. Larvae feed 
on Lupinus perennis exclusively. Domesti- 
cated lupine species may act as trap crops, 
since adults will lay eggs on these species but 
larvae won't feed on them. 

The first brood is the most critical, 
though the second is usually larger. Adults 
can travel up to two miles. Proximity to 
nectar sources and a water source helps en- 
sure viable eggs. Adults average 60 eggs, 50- 


he neglects to address the issues of present 
and planned mining and road construction, 
and the lack of a real sanctuary. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: The Wolf Ac- 
tion Network has written to the Alberta 
Ministry of Forest Lands and Wildlife, 
stating that wolf activists from both sides 
of the border are ready to intervene should 
they instigate a wolf control program. 
Meanwhile, warn the following people 
that you will support whatever actions 
need to be taken for wolves. Remind them 
that the problem is lack of habitat protec- 
tion, and that a boycott of Alberta would 
be one of our first actions. Write Premier 
Don Getty; Leroy Fjordbottem, Minister of 
Forest Lands and Wildlife; and Don Spar- 
row, Minister of Tourism, all at Legislative 
Buildings, Edmonton, Alberta T5K 2B6 
Canada. 

North Carolina 

Next winter, the FWS will place two 
pairs of Red Wolves in Great Smoky Moun- 
tains National Park. After a few months, FWS 
will capture these wolves and decide whether 
to try a "full-blown reintroduction." 

— Tom Skeele, Wolf Action Network 


75% of which are viable under optimum 
conditions. Populations are known to fluc- 
tuate widely even with a good food supply. 
Shaded lupines may not offer the same nutri- 
tion as those in open sites. 

Lupine tends to favor disturbed sites, as 
would be found after natural fire. Natural 
frequency in Pine Barrens is 8-10 years be- 
tween fires. Very hot bums can destroy 
overwintering eggs. Natural fires in Kamer 
Blue habitat were scattered and random. 
Kamer Blue populations disperse along corri- 
dors well. 

Status 

New Hampshire: The last survey, in 
1986, put the Kamer Blue population at 600- 
700 individuals. Habitat is marginal for 
them because fire suppression has limited 
wild lupine, and open land is being devel- 
continued on page 30 


Karner Blue Faces Extinction 
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continued from page 29 
oped fast. Two other butterfly species, 
Frosted Elfin and Duskey Wing, both state 
endangered species and both dependent on 
the same habitat, have been found in the 
Kamer Blue's area. New Hampshire law 
regarding endangered species is vague at 
best. It won't provide a legal basis to chal- 
lenge development. (RSA 212-A: 13-11 speci- 
fies "No rule shall cause undue interference 
with normal agricultural or silvicultural 
practices.”) 

Concord has just rezoned part of the 
Pine Barrens as "gateway zone" — the better 
to accommodate development around the 
new mall. City councilmen outvoted the few 
of their body who favored protecting the 
Kamer Blue habitat and the aquifer underly- 
ing the area. 

Ohio: Population is gone, according to 
the latest survey (1989). 

New York: All populations are found in 
the Hudson Valley area near Albany. They 
are seriously declining. 

Michigan: Prospects here are better, 
with sites in five counties — some on Na- 
tional Forest, some on State land. One site 
was recently burned and both lupine and 
Kamer Blues are coming back well. 

Indiana: Seven historical sites are 
known, but no survey has been conducted 
recently. 

Illinois: Two historic sites are known, 
but none of the butterflies has been seen in 
30 years. 

Pennsylvania: A 1969 inventory found 
none. 

Minnesota: Kamer Blue is endangered, 
but the lupine is not. 

Wisconsin: It has been found in 14 
counties, but there have been no recent 
inventories. Most sites are disturbed areas: 
roadsides, railroad beds, powerlines. Two of 
the three main sites are protected, but are not 
managed for the Kamer Blue. 

Ontario: There are two sites 100 miles 
from Detroit, with about 600-700 individu- 
als. 

A map of the present range would be 
difficult, since all locations are very local- 
ized. Frankie Brackley of the NH Natural 
Inventory feels New England and New York 
populations are probably a different gene 
pool, so Midwest efforts shouldn't be an 
excuse to lose Kamer Blues in the Northern 
Appalachians. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write Mayor 
Hall, Concord, NH 03301. Recommend 
that the city negotiate to purchase or 
protect the large lot on Regional Drive — 
the closest area still available for the natu- 


ral populations. Request that the city 
begin to manage airport traffic land ad- 
joining this area for wild lupine. 

Write Bruce Fosborgh and Bruce 
Smith of PSNH, POB 360, Manchester, NH 
03105-0360. Thank them for managing 
the utility right-of-way for the Kamer 
Blue's survival. They brought special 
mowing equipment to the site and timed 
maintenance to avoid disturbing a Kamer 
Blue population. Urge them to keep it up, 
regardless of who their new boss is. 

— Brian Carter 

"OLD GROWTH IN THE 
EAST" CORRECTIONS 

Two tracts of old-growth listed under 
Georgia and one under Florida in "Old- 
Growth in the East: A Preliminary Overview" 
(June 1990) should have been described as 
follows: 

Big Woods (Thomas County, Georgia) 

Approximately 200 acres of Longleaf 
Pine-Wiregrass. The land is privately owned 
(1,2). 

Wade Tract Preserve (Thomas County, Geor- 
gia) 

198 acres of Longleaf Pine-Wiregrass 
and a buffer zone. The land is privately 
owned (2) but managed by Tall Timbers 
Research Station of Tallahassee, Florida. This 
is widely reported to be the largest remaining 
virgin Longleaf Pine-Wiregrass stand any- 
where. Like the other two tracts in Thomas 
County described by Sharon Hermann of 
Tall Timbers Research Station, Big Woods 
has never been cut as far as is known, though 
isolated trees might have been cut last cen- 
tury, and salvage has been carried out since 
1900. The two Longleaf Pine tracts have had 
their fire sequence altered, and researchers 
do not know the effects of this change (1, 2). 

Woodyard Hammock (Leon County, Flor- 
ida) 

A 74-acre beech-magnolia tract with 
trees more than 300 years old. The area has 
had some salvage, but little if any cutting. It 
is owned by Tall Timbers Research Station. 

ed. note: Due to the unexpected need to print in 
this issue numerous writings pertaining to inter- 
nal politics, we had to postpone printing the 
fourth and final part of" Old-Growth in the East ’ 
ing the complete overview, up to this point (re- 
search continues), is available for S5 from EFl, 
POB 7, Canton, NY 13617. 


REDWOOD 

SUMMER 

20-Minute Video 



Ecovideographe 
O. Box 2215-R Market Street #464 
San Francisco, CA 94114 
or call 800-783-8888 
Individuals: Sliding Scale: $15-25 
Groups and organizations: $25-50 
Designed to educate and 
generate support, the video 
covers the current threats old- 
growth forests and reasons 
they must be saved, the history 
of the timber industry and of 
actions to stop clearcutting in 
the region, the Oakland 
bombing attack on Judi Bari 
and Darryl Cherney and the 
status of the case, FBI 
targetting of environmental 
activists and Redwood Summer 
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BEYOND SMOKEY THE BEAR 


by Leslie Lyon 

Just how hard are environmental or- 
ganizations working to create a generation 
that will respect Nature? The bigger outfits 
have the money and resources to achieve this 
all-important aim, but what most of them 
are doing will either surprise you or confirm 
your suspicions about mainstream environ- 
mental groups. 

Today's kids face a future their forebears 
have been only to happy to ignore. Unfortu- 
nately, those same complacent elders con- 
trol the curriculum that's supposed to pre- 
pare kids for life. The traditional result of the 
indoctrination is a "happy camper" who 
regards Nature as a magical cornucopia 
bursting with Porsches and designer clothes. 

In a society where schools cultivate 
youthful denial and consumerism, it's no 
wonder most adults cling to the childhood 
fantasy that someone bigger and smarter will 
save us. Kids have so much fun learning 
about the thrilling future science has 
planned for them that they grow into adults 
who can't face technology's dark side. Sure, 
lots of college students revolt when they first 
glimpse the truth, but most eventually back- 
slide into mindless consumerism. 

Despite the what-me-worry mind-set of 
the adult population, we're starting to see 
hopeful signs that some children are learn- 
ing about the problems jeopardizing our 
survival. TV newscasts have shown young- 
sters speaking articulately on deforestation 
and extinction. The Earth Day blitz inspired 
many school classes to undertake tree-plant- 
ing, letter-writing, and recycling projects. 
One elementary school class here in 
Mormonland helped shame the BLM into 
reviewing every tree chaining project in the 
state. 

The publicity given these youthful cru- 
sades would lead some to believe that school 
officials are giving up Pollyanna education. 
It's also easy to assume that environmental 
organizations are doing their part. In an 
effort to see who deserves credit for youthful 
enlightenment, I set out to discover the re- 
sources available to educators who want to 
tell it like it is. 

My first step was to request educational 
materials from major environmental organi- 
zations. Of the groups I wrote to, only 
Wilderness Society and Natural Resources 
Defense Council foiled to respond. Of those 
who did respond, Friends of the Earth and 
Greenpeace wrote that they have no teach- 
ing materials just for kids. Friends of the 
Earth does offer a fact sheet encouraging kids 
to recycle and conserve resources, and 
Greenpeace sent a list of videos that may 
interest teenagers. 

The ZPG [Zero Population Growth] 
newsletter has long advertised educational 
materials on overpopulation. Their catalog 
includes teacher's kits on population and the 
environment for every school level from 
kindergarten through college. Kits include 
games, exercises and role-playing scenarios 
designed to illustrate the dangers of runaway 
population growth. ZPG also conducts 
teacher's workshops and sells a WorldPopula- 
tion video and computer software. 

World Wildlife Fund offers education 
kits on the international wildlife trade, coral 
reefs, and tropical rainforests. As most of 
their lots come in Spanish, WWF's main 
thrust seems to be in the Latin countries. 

The Sierra Club sent a catalog on a wide 
range of educational materials, but it does 
not offer teacher's kits. The Club sells 
children's books, on everything from toxic 
waste to saving wildlife. Unfortunately, the 
catalog was rather coy in regard to ordering 
some of its merchandise. The audiovisual 
price list and order form promised on page 36 
never materialized. 

National Wildlife Federation (NWF), 
National Audubon Society, Cousteau Soci- 
ety, and Defenders of Wildlife distribute 
newsletters or magazines especially for kids. 
NWF’s children's magazine, Ranger Rick, has 
received mixed reviews. It has some good 
advice for kids on Nature, but as the title 
suggests, it tends to portray animals as a 
"resource to be wisely managed." NWF also 
distributes Big Backyard, perhaps the only 
ecology magazine for preschoolers. 

Defenders of Wildlife publishes The 
Comeback Trail. This four-page quarterly 
would appeal to older elementary and 
middle school students who don't need a 
slick format. Recent issues have discussed oil 
spills, poaching, habitat loss, and pesticides. 
The articles are no-nonsense and informa- 
tive, but perhaps too long to interest a novice 
to the cause. Comeback Trail would be most 
effective in a classroom setting. 

The Cousteau Society’s publication, 
Dolphin Log, is a slick magazine loaded with 
colorful graphics. The Society sends the Log 


intermittently to all its members. The vari- 
able format and large print, complete with 
cartoons and amazing photographs, would 
attract the most apathetic kid's attention. 
The July issue included articles on fascinat- 
ing sea animals. The last page is devoted to 
letters and drawings from readers. Dolphin 
Log is obviously designed by a skilled practi- 
tioner of child psychology. 

Audubon issues a bimonthly newsletter 
for kids called Audubon Adventures. This four- 
page newsletter has attractive, imaginative 
drawings and graphics. All the publications 
mentioned include quizzes to test readers' 
knowledge, but the brain-teasers in Adven- 
tures are especially fun. Each issue deals with 
one subject in depth. Recent issues have 
covered old-growth, biodiversity, and trash 
disposal. Despite its use of small print on 
some items, this newsletter would have great 
appeal for elementary school kids. Audubon 
also sends a leader's guide with in-depth 
information and a list of resources on the 
featured subject. 

Of the above children's literature, I 
found the Defenders newsletter to be the 
most hard-hitting and informative. Of 
course, that also means it is less suitable for 
beginners. Dolphin Log may be the best 
publication for introducing youngsters to 
ecology, with Audubon Adventures a close 
second. 

A1 these publications cost, with the 
exception of the Dolphin Log, which comes 
with membership. Newsletters are available 
by subscription in classroom-sized quanti- 
ties. 

Audiovisual education materials are 
especially useful for non-teachers. Films are 
an especially important tool in an age when 
kids spend more time in front of TV screens 
than they do in school. Notallofusare good 
at public speaking, and I know from experi- 
ence that one has to be a dynamic speaker to 
keep kids interested. 

Sierra Club, World Wildlife Fund 
(WWF), Greenpeace, Audubon, Cousteau, 
and NWF advertise film and video libraries. 
Audubon and Cousteau sell video versions of 
their TV film specials at reasonable prices. 
Sierra Club and Greenpeace sell films de- 
scribing their campaigns, as well as subjects 
like toxic waste and whale slaughters. 

National Wildlife Federation boasts an 
impressive library on forests, rivers, wet- 
lands, pollution, predators and wilderness. 
Their short filmstrip on Earth Day came as 
close to being a general interest film as any- 


thing I could find. Prices on the above films 
start at $19.95 and go up to $155 for NWF's 
series of nine filmstrips. 

NWF and Cousteau sell gift items like 
games, cards, and puzzles. Some items, like 
the "Environmental Scientist Kit," would be 
intriguing for kids, but others, like the Earth 
Day watch, border on kitsch. Sierra Club, 
NWF and ZPG sell colorful, informative 
posters on conservation. 

Films and other educational materials 
can be checked out of libraries at little or no 
cost. These usually include copies of public 
TV series like "Nature" and "Planet Earth." 
School districts have audiovisual libraries 
which may include Nature education films. 
Parents interested in Nature education 
should investigate the resources available in 
their district, and make the lack thereof an 
issue at PTA meetings. 

Another source of educational materi- 
als is the government. Naturally, most Earth 
Firstlers would consider their- emphasis 
somewhat milquetoast. The Forest Disserv- 
ice sells "learning trees" on such subjects as 
"diversity of forest roles" — an ominous- 
sounding term. Animal rights groups have 
criticized their Project Wild for promoting 
hunting. I found it revealing that the Fred- 
dies' education literature advertises NWF 
publications. 

I was surprised to find a candid film on 
overgrazing and the value of predators at the 
local game warden's office. Unfortunately, 
the film was old and scratchy, and narrated 
by a fellow with a preachy voice. It's wise to 
be careful when selecting films for kids, so as 
not to turn them off. The most effective 
children's films proceed at a fast pace, and 
include animals and/or juvenile characters. 

All in all, it> may sound like environ- 
mental organizations are doing a great deal 
to educate kids about Nature. While it's true 
that most organizations have developed 
educational materials, they've done little to 
promote and distribute them. They often 
use foundation money to develop resources 
that they price too high for many educators 
to afford. 

I found the most striking deficiency in 
Nature education to be the lack of a basic, 
introductory film on environmental ethics. 
It’s no use showing kids films on Love Canal 
and Panther extinction unless they first 
understand the way ecological problems 
affect them. 

A good, general interest film would be 


especially valuable in rural areas, where 
many parents shield their kids from 
"varmintal" propaganda. In an attempt to 
combat the apathy in my southern Utah 
town, I persuaded several scout leaders to 
have their troops plant trees on Earth Day. 
During the actual planting, it became appar- 
ent that most of the scouts regarded tree- 
planting as one of those pointless exercises 
grown-ups use to keep kids from more im- 
portant things, like shooting birds with BB 
guns. 

Stunned by their ignorance, I promised 
the scout leaders I'd visit the troops and show 
a movie designed to inspire kids to save 
Nature. My inability to locate such a film has 
prevented me from keeping that promise. If 
such films exist, they are not readily avail- 
able from environmental organizations or 
other outlets. 

Filmmakers with a conscience should 
remedy this lack. If anyone reading this 
article knows of a basic Nature film for kids, 
do us all a favor, and write the EF! Journal a 
letter to the editor about it. 

In conclusion, although some environ- 
mental organizations provide educational 
materials, Nature education for the young 
remains a low priority. The movement still 
devotes most of its energy to short-range 
goals, overlooking the importance of mak- 
ing fundamental changes in society. My 
research indicates that maverick teachers 
and dedicated parents deserve more credit 
for enlightening kids than any organization. 

School districts are as slow to recognize 
the need for change as any other bureauc- 
racy. It will take persistent campaigns led by 
parents to elevate environmental education 
to its proper place in the curriculum. In the 
meantime, educators can write to the ad- 
dresses below. 

‘National Audubon Society, Education Divi- 
sion, Rt.4, Sharon, CT 06069 
‘Cousteau Society, 930 W 21st St, Norfolk, 
VA 23517 

‘Defenders of Wildlife, 1244 Nineteenth St 
NW, Washington, DC 20036 
‘Friends of the Earth, 218 DSt SE, DC 20003 
‘Greenpeace, 1436 U St NW, DC 20009 
‘National Wildlife Federation, 1400 Six- 
teenth St NW, DC 20036 
‘Sierra Club, Dept.SA, POB 7959, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94120 

‘World Wildlife Fund, 1250 Twenty-Fourth 
St NW, DC 20037 

‘Zero Population Growth, 1400 Sixteenth St 
NW, DC 20036 
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MAKE 

PROTECTING 

THE 

ENVIRONMENT 
YOUR JOB 


77?e Job Seeker specializes in environmental 
| and natural resource vacancies nationwide. 
Two issues each month are filled with current 
vacancies from Federal, state, local, private, 
and non-profit employers. A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only $19.50. Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 

Dept A, Rt 2 Box 16, Warrens, WI 54666 


MEET OTHER ECOLOGY- 
MINDED SINGLES through 
the Concerned Singles News- 
letter. Nationwide. Since 
1984. Free sample: Box 555-B, 
Stockbridge, MA 01262. 




A 


Working for animals’ rights? 

Subscribe to Bunny Huggers' Gazette . 
You’ll know what to boycott, who to 
write, where to protest. Comprehensive. 
Essential. Six Issues per year - $12.00. 

Bunny Huggers' Gazette - EF 
P. O. Box 601 

Temple, Texas 76503-0601 


Recycled Paper 


THE RIGHT MESSAGE 


W E OFFER AN EXTENSIVE SELECTION 
of recycled office papers, 
including many with high post- 
consumer waste content. Beautiful 
wildlife and nature note cards, stationery, 
gift wrap, and holiday cards also available. 
Send for your free catalog today. 

EARTH CARE PAPER INC. 

PO Box 14140, Dept. 553, Madison, WI 53714 
(608) 277-2900 




great MESSAGE 
T-Shirts 

Some starkly direct, 
others magically subtle 
for yourself or as eco-gifts 
100°/ Cotton S-M-L-XL 


1. IVORY-BILLED Woodpecker. 
Illustrates the great bird and its last 
known sightings. Black on white. 

2. BIRDS’ RIGHTS. Birds gather 
’round to read the proclamation. Snow 
blue on white. 

3. HALT MUSHROOMING 
DEVELOPMENT. Great Graphics! 
Gold on black. 

4. ENDANGERED FISH. Amazing 
design compresses dozens of species 
names into sturgeon shape. Magenta 
on blue 

5. SENECA - A graphic celebration 
of natural rock formations. Front and 
back. Purple on Gold. 

6. BLOOMING SNAKE - Lovingly 
silk-screened from a 16th century 
design by Bautelier. White on purple. 

7. OSPREY - Fantastic black and 
white print from 19th century engrav- 
ing, Shows Osprey parent and fledg- 
lings at nest. An Omi Shirt. 



"I cannot imagine that a 
more worthwhile book 
will be printed this year." 

—Jim Harrison 
Immortalized as Edward Abbey's Hayduke, 
featured on the PBS special "Peacock's 
War," and consultant for the film The Bear, 
a "legendary environmental warrior"* tells 
the extraordinary story of how his life with 
grizzlies recaptured the soul he had lost 
in Vietnam. 

"Vivid storytelling, full of danger and news 
from the front lines ... A book about learn- 
ing to accept responsibility for the earth 
and its creatures. May it drive you to exam- 
ine your beliefs, and, like Peacock, act on 
them." —‘William Kittredge 

GRIZZLY YEARS 

In Search of 

The American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock 

At all bookstores 

Tfl HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY, INC. ffi 
359 115 West 18th Street, New York 10011 


e-c o-nol-o -gy 

A unique word that best describes our journal’s unique perspec- 
tive — economics and ecology are inseparable. Catalyst explores the 
linkage between economic activities and ecological health. 

Catalyst investigates the businesses and projects working toward a 
sustainable future — and those that are not. We examine financial alter- 
natives — from the genuine to the specious. And each quarterly issue 
reviews books & periodicals similarly focused on achieving an earth- 
based bioregional economy. 

Catalyst, in short, is a great tool for the practical econologist. Write 
for your review copy today. 


8. BAT POWER - Features scientif- 
ically accurate illustration of a bat. 

Plus notes on bats’ plight. Bright mus- 
tard on black. 

9. THIS MANY PANTHERS. Shows 
about 31 panthers (we keep reducing 
the number each time we print more 
shirts) - the number still alive in the 
wilds of S. E. America; i. e. , Florida. 
Cream on Royal Blue. 

10. WYSIWYG. In big, black, 
computer-style letters. Means dif- 
ferent things to different people. 

11. Not a shirt - a bumper sticker. 

JUST SAY NO TO DEVELOPERS. 

Red on white vinyl stickee. Becoming 
increasingly popular wherever survey 
stakes are multiplying as if living 
organisms and bulldozers never stop 
coming. $1 each, 6 for $5. 

T SHIRTS are $9. 87 each or if youi order two - $9 38 
ea. Three - 8 88 ea. Six - $8 39 ea - 12 - $7. 90 ea. 
S-M-L-XL Include $2 40 per order (not per shirt) toward 
shipping and handling 

Florida Mail Ptess 

P.O.Box 6 Old Town FL 32680 



CATALYST 


SUSAN MEEKER- LOWRY, EDITOR 


□ Please send me a review copy of 
Catalyst today. 


CITY / STATE / ZIP 

64 MAIN ST, DEPT. 8, MONTPELIER. VT 05602 


Collector 's Sale! 

1985 lEartlta FiirsftS CalemdlairsS 

(The year says 1985 but the days are the same as 1991) 

We just found a box of dassic 1985 Earth First! Calendars and 
realized that 1985 Calendars begin on Tuesday just like 1991 calen- 
dars and thus are interchangeable. So . . . return with us to those 
storied days of yesteryear (the Golden Age of Earth First!) with im- 
passioned art work from T.O. Hellenbach, John Zaelit, Roger Can- 
dee, Jim Stiles, Brush Wolf, Bill Kelsay, Karen Tanner and Bill Turk. 
Spedal features of the 1 985 Earth First! Calendar include dozens of 
iconoclastic quotations sprinkled throughout, and notations for 
each day of the year about important conservation events (includ- 
ing all Wilderness Area and National Park designations), great 
disasters and bizarre natural phenomena. Luddite history, conser- 
vation landmarks, and other occurrences of interest for that date. 




While they last — only $8.00 postpaid! 

Order directly from: Ned Ludd Books 

PO Box 5141 
Tucson, AZ 85703 










DEAR NED LUDD 

DEAR NED LUDD is a regular feature in Earth First! for 
discussion of creative means of effective defense against 
the forces of industrial totalitarianism. Neither the Earth 
First! movement nor the staff of Earth First! necessarily 
encourage anyone to do any of the things discussed in 



DE^R NED LUDD. 


Dear friends 

Since 1982, I've been filling this little 
entertainment column with thought-pro- 
voking letters from readers around the 
world. This will be its last appearance. The 
Earth First! movement is changing and some 
who would lead it are arguing that mon- 
keywrenching is a liability to the movement. 
So it may be. If Earth First! follows the 
Redwood Summer pattern of emphasizing 
large scale direct action in order to build a 
mass movement allied with a wide variety of 
other social Justice groups, a close identifica- 
tion with monkeywrenching probably is a 
liability. 

As I've argued elsewhere, it is also proba- 
bly dangerous for monkeywrenchers to draw 
attention to themselves by being public 
members of Earth First! or other front-line 
groups. Also, I suspect that although media 
coverage of and publicity about mon- 
keywrenching has been useful in the past, 
such attention has now become counterpro- 
ductive and monkeywrenchers and the art of 
ecodefense need to take a lower profile. 

Rest assured that I am not retiring or 
wimping out. This winter I plan a thorough 
revision and re-write of Ecodefense: A Field 
Guide to Monkeywrenching into a Third Edi- 
tion. Old material will be revised, new tech- 
niques added (including those from this 
column since 1987), and security and safety 
emphasized more. Ned Ludd Books will also 
publish an Ecodefense Annual each year there- 
after with new techniques and updates in- 
cluded. So keep sending your questions, 
ideas, and new techniques to Ned Ludd 
Books, POB 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703. Mon- 
keywrenching isn't disappearing, just evolv- 
ing. 

Joy, Shipmates. Joy. 

— Ned 

Dear Ned 

Tell us what to do about snowmobilers. 
Has the monofilament line idea been tested? 
Help put these bastards on motorized trails 
(roads) where they belong — not in the 
middle of wooded areas. 

— Aurora Borealis 

OK, readers, you heard the request. 
Does anyone know if monofilament line 
spread out in a snowmobile's path will be 


sucked into the mechanism and gum up the 
works? Are there other techniques to dis- 
courage snowmobiles — techniques that 
don't present a danger to the riders? If you 
have expertise, send your ideas to Ned Ludd 
Books, POB 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703 and 
we'll include them in the 3rd Edition of 
Ecodefense. 

—Ned 

Dear Ned 

You recently printed a warning letter 
from a friendly DA about the likelihood of 
the FBI or related agencies checking mail to 
Earth First!. I hope the reality of this fact is 
not lost on anyone. Find enclosed a photo- 
copy of the envelope and letter of my latest 
attempt at renewing my subscription to the 
EF! Journal. The envelope was neatly sliced 
along the top and sealed. Inside with my 
check and renewal was a letter from the Post 
Office apologizing for my letter not being 
delivered. It was returned to my return 
address. 

— Woods in the Sky 
Hev You se! 

Youse gots folks in or connected to yer 
organization that have Shit for Brains Secu- 
rity Wize. I waz walkin down the street w/ a 
copyofEcodefense in my hands when some 
Neo hippy chick yell at me to stop and tells 
me that there's a EF meeting coming up, 
where it waz, what the agenda waz, where 
the next action waz gonna be, when, and 
why. I could of got her to strip if I asked — Just 
cuzl got Ecodefense. And I’m sure she wazn't 
a copper tryin to set me up. She was too 
stoned. Loose Bps sink ships. Even if I 
wanted to join EF, I wouldn't cuz you got 
stoopid security measures in operation. 
Print this as a warning to whatever loud- 
mouth dumbfucks that be out there. Re- 
member Cointelpro! 

Good luck don't be stupid. 

— T. Lizius 

DearT. 

Good advice. Some other good advice — 
don't carry Ecodefense down the street. 

—Ned 

Dear Ned 

I saw a news article about thousands of 


roofing nails being spilled on Interstate 55 
near New Orleans and flattening 95 tires on 
a couple dozen trucks and cars at 3 am. A 
truck equipped with a powerful magnet had 
to be sent in to pick up the nails. Sounds like 
this could be a good technique in certain 
places. I'm sure it wouldn’t be so easy to get 
such a magnet into a backwoods area. 

— Jean Lafite 

Dear Ned 

I have considerable experience with the 
use of nail guns (as per the letter in your May 
90 column). The writer referred to "Ramset” 
and "Hiltie." These are brand names. This 
tool is generically referred to as a "powder 
actuated tool." However, ifyou walkintothe 
store and ask for a powder actuated tool, the 
clerk may not know what you are talking 
about. They are universally referred to in the 
construction trade as Ramset (as all adhesive 
bandages are "Band-Aids" and all gelatin 
desserts are "Jello-O," etc.). 

Remington manufactures an inexpen- 
sive type ($30 - $40). On this model, the fir- 
ing pin is not propelled by a trigger-con- 
trolled spring, but by the blow of a hammer. 
The other advantage to this model (besides 
its low cost) is its relatively light weight. Be 
advised that this is considered a low-velocity 
powder actuated tool. This means that the 
.22 caliber shells used cannot be more 
powerful than #4 (yellow). This is plenty 
powerful to drive nails into green wood. The 
shells are rated by number (the higher the 
number, the more powerful) with corre- 
sponding colors. The nails they shoot range 
from 1 inch to 2 1/2 inches. They are not 
standard in design. You must be sure that 
the type nail you buy is compatible with the 
model tool you have. The nails are consid- 
erably harder than the hand-driven variety, 
hence can do more damage to saw blades. 

I have never actually spiked trees with 
this type of tool, but I am confident that it 
will do the Job well, as I have driven hun- 
dreds of nails into concrete with it. 

The nails are considerably more expen- 
sive than ordinary nails, and the*shells are 
more expensive than your standard .22s, but 
for safety's sake, use only those nails and 
shells (known as "loads") designed for use in 
these types of tools. 

—Carpenter turned ecoteur 

Dear Ned 

In reference to your letter from Mother 
Earth Mama in the May 1990 issue, I recom- 
mend against using ramset-type equipment 
to spike trees. These tools are noisy and drive 
a nail that is at most 21/2 inches long. The 
considerable time I have spent as a wood- 
worker/builder has taught me what will 
work and what won't in regard to stopping 
saws. To be effective a 12 inch spike would 
be the minimum. If one's intention is to 
make metal detectors go off, small nails are 
OK, but to stop a saw mill, I would use bars of 
high carbon steel such as a VW axle cut in the 
right length. Try a hacksaw on one of these 
and you will know what I am talking about. 
High carbon steel inoculations will guaran- 
tee saw destruction. 

But I think that acts of wrenching 
equipment and discouraging access to areas 
slated for Earth rape are more effective than 
spiking trees. One good way to damage or 
destroy equipment is by hacksawing. Large 
hacksawing jobs become faster, easier and 
quieter with the use of cutting oil. An assis- 
tant who would maintain a steady stream of 
oil (used motor oil is just dandy) on the blade 
would make large cutting jobs possible. Use 
top of the line hacksaw blades and new hori- 
zons in monkeywrenching will emerge. 

Steel culverts that are large enough to 
walk into and difficult to block can be 
wrenched by punching holes in their bottom 
with a rock pick. This allows water to seep 
underneath and cause the gradual washout 
of the culvert. The damage is irreparable but 
may not work soon enough to suit some, so 
plan ahead! This method works best in 
culvert bridges that are primarily backfilled 
with dirt. 

I do implore wrenchers to consider and 
take precautions for themselves as well as 
others in regard to security and personal 


bodily injury. Wrenching is serious business 
and should not be practiced by overzealous 
anarchist novice types. I’m seeing more of 
this type of wrenching and it could be a 
threat to wrenching as a tactic to slow Earth 
rapers. 

There are many creative ways to clog the 
cogs, but we are running out of time. Good 
luck. 

— The Handyman 
Dear Ned 

Bulldozers and other heavy equipment, 
incredibly powerful and durable as they 
obviously need to be, are also very high 
maintenance equipment that need the very 
frequent attentions of a skilled mechanic. 
Anyone operating this sort of machinery has 
a shop or service truck on hand and it is 
usually kept fairly busy. 

Any equipment operator who wants to 
keep his job will always check oil and hy- 
draulic fluid levels, coolant levels and a vari- 
ety of other things specific to each machine 
before starting the engine. Once he starts it, 
he will (or at least should) watch the oil 
pressure gauge to see it come up to higher 
than normal pressure before starting to drop 
to normal as the engine warms up. He may 
walk off for a last cup of coffee as the engine 
idles, but will stroll back very soon to look at 
the coolant temperature before the engine 
should have had time to fully reach operat- 
ing temperatures. Any strange sound will be 
apparent to him, and he will attempt to 
figure it out right away. Chances are good he 
can locate its source and decide to shut 
things down if need be. 

In other words, disabling a bulldozer is 
about as easy as Ecodefense suggests. The 
things are fragile and vulnerable. But doing 
lasting, permanent damage to them is harder 
than the book implies. The operator expects 
things to break or wear out regularly, even 
without sabotage. He is on the lookout for 
problems every time he starts the machine 
and acts accordingly. 

Hide your sabotage well, but don't be 
too disappointed to discover that the ma- 
chine is only down for a day or so as the 
sabotage is repaired instead of permanently 
destroyed as your work takes effect. 

These guys can identify sabotage to the 
machine and can be expected to guard it in 
the future, so it should be done right the first 
time when the risk of detection is lowest. 

(Well, I suppose I should invent myself 
some cute nom de guerre, but people who get 
their fingernails dirty around machinery 
don't generally go in for that particular kind 
of cleverness. Sincerely yours anyway.) 

Dear Ned 

I've become frustrated with the increas- 
ing numbers of Bubbleheads (snowmobilers) 
that venture into Wilderness Areas. Even 
when the Freddies were notified, they 
claimed to lack personnel or equipment to 
apprehend the bastards. So for next winter. 
I've come up with some nifty ways to deal 
with snowmobiles. Just walk up to a silent 
crotch rocket with some wire cutters, press 
the throttle on the right handle bar to the 
handle and clip the exposed cable. There are 
also some sprays to prevent car fan belts from 
slipping. I'd bet that this or some other 
abrasive sprayed between the track and the 
wheels would cause the whole thing to heat 
up and melt to itself. Snowmobilers are 
always concerned about their track melting 
to the rubber runners when they are travel- 
ing at high speeds in dry snow. This might 
work best with rental units — the operators of 
which are always inexperienced. Snowmo- 
bile rental outfits have a hard time getting 
insurance anyway and with a little wrench- 
ing, these toys could become too expensive 
to play with. 

— Hoppin mad snowshoe hare 
Dear Ned 

The love and peace crowd with all their 
crystals claims that the threats and violence 
against Earth First!ers is caused by mon- 
keywrenching and other confrontational 
acts. But I just read in the newspaper about 
a couple, Dan Deuel and Mary Crumley, that 
continued on page 34 
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Dear Ned Ludd. . . 

continued from page 33 
wanted to operate a floating hospital for 
injured seals and sea lions on a barge in the 
harbor of a fishing town named Bandon, 
Oregon. After they got permission from the 
harbor commission, the fireworks started. 
Local commercial fishermen hate seals and 
sea lions because they eat fish. One letter said 
"My old man says you will be ticked off when 
that Mary gets dead, just like our fish. No 
barge. Or she's dead." One message on their 
phone answering machine said, "Bring one 
sea lion into the port of Bandon and I'll kill 
him right along with you, buddy." The FBI's 
been brought in to investigate the threats. 
Let's see if they can catch the real terrorists 
this time. 

—Herb Philbrick 

Dear Ned 

There is a popular fly trap sold in feed 
and tack stores and home improvement cen- 
ters. The bait is a small bottle of putrid 
concentrate (sexual attractant and rotting 
meat) that sells for less than $3 at discount 
stores and up to $6 at feed stores. This stuff 
stinks like hell and draws flies like crazy. I 
just poured a liberalamount over a local ORV 
interior. 

I also do some monkeywrenching from 
the back of my horse. I carry a few items of 
clothing (wrapped in plastic) under the 
saddle for a quick change, a light "tool kit" 
under the fenders (traditional hiding spot for 
running irons for rustlers) for essentials, and 
some water soluble white paint for camou- 
flage — my horse has been an Appaloosa, a 
paint, and had 1 to 4 white stockings. 

— Tonto 

Dear Ned 

Not only do the police have the tech- 
nology that enables them to know the phone 
number someone is calling them from, but 
many bureaucracies and media do. This was 
just brought to my attention while I was 
talking to a reporter from a number he didn't 
know. He was going to check something and 
call me back. I started to give him the 
number but he'd gotten it when he picked up 
the phone. Scary. 

— Sam Lincoln 

Dear Ned 

British Columbia has new anti-tree 
spiking legislation: 6 months and $2000 
fine; 3 years and $10,000 fine if physical 
injury or property damage occurs for spiking 


any tree, whether living, dead, standing, 
fallen, limbed, bucked or p>eeled. It is also an 
offense to aid, abet or counsel another to 
spike timber; to carry spikes or other poten- 
tially hazardous objects with the intention of 
spiking timber. This is punishable by 6 
months and $2000 fine. 

— Meares 

Dear Ned 

I 've tried the Hilti variety of nail gun but 
they do not insert the nail flush into the 
wood and usually have to be set using the 
conventional hammer and punch. The nails 
themselves are very hard and easy to drive 
and could cause havoc. They’re about the 
same hardness as a chainsaw file. Unfortu- 
nately, there is no easy solution for tree 
spiking, yet. There are also air-driven com- 
pressor type concrete nail guns, but all this 
shit is too heavy to carry in the deep dark 
woods. It doesn't matter much what kind of 
metal you drive into the trees, just remember 
to countersink it beneath the bark with an 
industrial punch to avoid too many being 
discovered by random metal detectors in the 
woods. Seems to me to be most effective to 
issue a blanket warning and mark a few trees 
for demonstrating purposes but to make sure 
every tree in the potential logging area has 
the shit spiked outofit, or as manyas one has 
time to accomplish before the machines 
move in. Ideally, areas can be spiked long in 
advance and then the announcement made 
at a tactically convenient time. This gives 
time for sap and bark to cover the hole and 
rust to form on the spike Itself making it all 
but undetectable. The best way is still the 
good old-fashioned plain steel 6" helical 
(spiral, Ardox) spikes driven in with a regular 
hammer and countersunk 1" below the bark 
with an industrial punch. Keep it simple. 

-SPIKE 

Dear Ned 

Chemical engineering types need to 
look into the effect on paper pulp caused by 
styrofoam plugs, foam earplugs, etc. For 
example, 8 7% of the primary, temperate old- 
growth, 330-1600 years old, in Clayoquot 
Sound on Vancouver Island becomes toilet 
paper, copy paper, computer paper, or news- 
print. Our information is that foam keeps 
the pulp from setting even in very small 
amounts. If that's true the cordless drill 
approach to spiking would be very effec- 
tive^ — stuff the hole with styrofoam or other 
plastic. We'd love to have the loggers whin- 
ing about flying earplugs and see some new 
anti -earplug legislation! 

— Soft Spike 


Dear Ned Ludd, 

A note on butyric acid (CH3 CH2 CH2 
COOH) from a chemist friend; It occurs 
naturally in rancid butter as an ester, about 4- 
5% volume. It if is water soluble (as Ecode- 
fense states) it could be easily separated from 
the oily portion of the butter by drawing off 
after the two settle in different layers. Evapo- 
ration of the liquid would concentrate the 
stuff. Not chemically pure, but it should do 
for an air freshener. I suspect one would be 
better starting with unpasteurized butter to 
hasten the spoiling process. I haven't yet 
tried it, but I doubt if it's suitable as a stove- 
top project, unless your olfactory alarm is off. 
Butyric acid is also used as a base for artificial 
flavors in some liqueurs and soda water syr- 
ups — perhaps soft drink producers would 
have a supply. 

On another subject: Exxon is moving 
it's corporate headquarters fromNew York to 
Dallas this fell. Highly secure information is 
probably moved electronically. But many 
files and lots of equipment will be on the 
road. Any info on carriers and routes would 
be useful for eco-highwaymen. If Exxon’s 
overland transportation is as inept as their 
seagoing, expect to see a huge floppy disk 
and word processor spill. 


ADVERTISE IN 
EARTH FIRST! 

Reach thousands of refined minds with 
your slick Madison Avenue message in 
our high-toned, sophisticated publica- 
tion. Rates are as follows: 

Half Page $300 
Quarter Page $150 
Eighth Page $80 
Column inch $10 

Columns are 2 l A inches wide. There 
will be a minimum $25 extra charge 
for any ads that are not camera-ready. 
Ads that are not the proper width will 
be returned or they can be PMTed to 
fit for an additional $10 charge. Class- 
ified ads are available for 40 cents a 
word ($5 minimum). Send your ads to I 
EF! P0B 5871, Tucson, AZ 85703. 
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wild America'* 

is OUR CAMPUS 

Career programs leading to 
AA, B.S. and M.S. degrees 

You can’t fully learn about the envi- 
ronment by sitting in a classroom. 

Our expeditions are small groups of 
inquiring college, high school, grad- 
uate students and faculty who travel 
across America as a learning com- 
munity. As we camp out September- 
May or summers— hiking, canoeing 
and skiing— we visit people and 
places to encounter deep ecological 
problems, society and self. Our 4- 
week to 4-year cross-cultural studies 
—Newfoundland to California— lead 
to naturalist, outdoor and educa- 
tional livelihoods. 

The Expedition Education Advan- 
tage. Q incorporates all. previous 
undergraduate coursework. Q of- 
fers accredited career internships, 
independent study, life experience 
credit and transferable coursework. 

CJ awards financial aid and career 
startup funding. 

Send for complete information packet or inquire: 

National Audubon Society 
Expedition Institute 

Sharon • Conn. 06069 
(203)364-0522 

Students are admitted regardless of their race 
sex. religion or national origin. 
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SEND $9.50 FORI; 

$35 FOR 4; $75.00 FOR 10 
PLUS $3.00 (S&H) TO: 

EWVWOPRODUCTS, INC. 

P.O. Box 331362 
Coconut Grove. FL 33233-1362 
(FL ros. please add 6V. sales lax) 

COD Call (305) 667-9207 
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ECODEFENSE 


A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 
Edited by Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood 
Forward! By Edward Abbey 

Even before the FBI launched a $2 million campaign to intimidate us from 
publishing and distributing it, ECODEFENSE was the most controversial con- 
servation book ever written. Now with the accelerating destruction of wilder- 
ness, the failure of "legitimate" means to haltthedestruction, and the crackdown 
by authorities against monkeywrenching, ECODEFENSE is needed as never be- 
fore. 

ECODEFENSE features detailed, field-tested hints from experts on: 

V Decommissioning heavy equipment 

V Closing roads 

V Stopping off-road-vehicles 

V Spiking trees 

V Removing survey lines 

V Hassling overgrazers 

V Felling billboards 

V Removing traplines 

V Safety and security 

V and much more! 

HEAVILY ILLUSTRATED 
311 PAGES 
$15.50 Postpaid 
(Please note price change) 
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The Big Outside 


A Descriptive Inventory of the Big Wilderness Areas of the 

USA 

By Dave Foreman and Howie Wolke 

This landmark conservation book argues effectively that ecological wilderness 
is big wilderness. After8 years of detailed research the authors have updated Bob 
Marshall’s historic 1936 Roadless Area Inventory. THE BIG OUTSIDE features: 

* Descriptions and status of every roadless area in America over 
100,000 acres in the West and 50,000 acres in the East 

* Historical and ecological introductions for each state or region 

* 21 maps showing large roadless areas 

* History of large roadless areas 

* Ecological importance of large roadless areas 

* The factors destroying America's roadless areas 

* Large roadless areas ranked by size 

* Large roadless areas listed by states 

* Bob Marshall's 1936 roadless area inventory 

* Bob Marshall's 1927 roadless area inventory (never before 

published) 

* Detailed guide for further reading 

* Foreword by MICHAEL FROME 

* 470 pages 

$21.00 Postpaid 


IMPORTANT NOTE: All orders for ECODEFENSE and THE 
BIG OUTSIDE (retail and wholesale) should be sent directly to 
NED LUDD BOOKS, POB 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703. Do not 
order from the Earth First! Journal. 
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Armed with Visions 


clear as cut glass 
& just as dangerous 


alt rights reserved to the authors 


TROPIC OF CANCER 

Todos santos covers the cactus 

large yellow blossoms 

among the lank ocotillo 

and thorny cholla 

on the sweltering road 

a mule has been picked to the bone 

in just one day 

red heads of vultures bob 

in and out of the entrails 

the ribcage descending 

in the dusk to the east 

the volcanic ghosts of mountains 

low studded with mesquite 

as much death here 

as there is life in the Pacific 

to the west where 

full of sea turtles and fish 

of every description 

a red love bums 

behind the sun 

Stephen Meadows 

Santa Cruz 
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CONCEPT OF 

OWNERSHIP 

CHANGE 

Notice is hereby given 
that from this time forward 

ownership of the earth 
will be given 

to those who will care 
for it best. 

Money 

will not be considered. 

Profit motives will mean 
automatic disqualification. 

Our grandchildren 
will give thanks. 

Joy Phillips 
North San Juan 


ON THE ROAD 

dedicated to the Mazda Miata 

Mall mall mall mall 
strip mall, deluxe mall with waterfall 
Nicaraguan Sweetwater malls four to a comer 
Dadeland, big air conditioned mall 
car mall, food mall, big parking lot 
lots of parking lots with every mall 

Road road road road 
getting bigger 

just around my neighborhood Red Road, Dixie High- 
way 

Bird Road, and the up-and-coming roads for smart 
drivers 

way ahead of their time, 

who have been around Miami more than since yester- 
day 

Alhambra, Blue Road, all Coral Gables shortcuts 

Road road mall maH parking parking 

air conditioned parking with a fast food restaurant at 

the exit 

they all look alike, flashing discrete income categories 

Romance of the road, the road to nowhere 

used to be the road was filled with mystery 

like pioneers going over the plains 

watching for the mountains in the distance 

the mountains are still th^re, but as for the mystery . . . 

the malls of Los Angeles, I can see them 
rising behind the Hollywood Hills, taller even 
even more deluxe than the Aventura 
Burger kings more luxurious 
I can hardly wait to get in the car 

It was a time of hopelessness 
There was a sense of doom 
The first traffic shootings occurred 
Wild animals began to disappear along with forests 
air and clean water 
It made great rock and roll 

Maria Quintana 

hell 
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BEYOND THE ASPARAGUS FIELD 


Last August I crawled between feathery stalks 
cutting late shoots for unseasonal feasts. 

Now my boots swamp with snow in the furrows 
between rows of mounds which mark where 

beige fingers of tubers, vermillion marbles 
of seedpods, and goldenrod wait to sprout. 

Tunnels of moles ripple the snow, 
buckle, show flashes of dark wet fur. 

My boots crunch snowcrust, pattern the field 
past a rattle of milkweed pods, cattails 

and purple loosestrife turned brown, 
to the clearing encircled by willows. 

Inside the ring is the pond. Or was. 

I kick snow aside: the ice is rippled, seems firm. 

I race home, shout for skates and for you, 
grab the shovel, recross the field. 

Wind feathers more snow over the ice 
but I scrape a diagonal path, 

clear one quadrant, perimeter next, 
a track for speedskaters like us. 

You stride over reeds. No skates anywhere. 

You note cracks in my ice. It's late. 

Come, we can slide anyhow - 
You're doubtful but, mittens to gloves, 

we polonaise to invisible fiddles, circle 
and glide in our usual dangerous dance 

until the dizzy moon harrows the pond. 

Still we float on . . . 

Elisavietta Ritchie 

Washington 
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Tora! Toral Tora! 




by Captain Paul Watson 


ed. note: On 13 August 1 990, Paul Watson 
and his crew of 23 on the Sea Shepherd II 
rammed two Japanese drift net fishing boats and 
chased the fleet of six out of the North Pacific 
fishing grounds. Here the Captain tells the story. 


the South Africans, who had just publicly 
denounced whaling, did not want the stigma 
of harboring illegal whaling ships. The 
South African Navy confiscated and sunk the 
Susan and Theresa for target practise after we 
publicly appealed to them to do so, in 1980. 

The last of the Atlantic pirate whalers, 
the Astridwas shutdown after I sent an agent 
to the Spanish Canary Islands with a reward 
offer of $25,000 US to any person who would 
sink her. The owners saw the writing on the 
wall and voluntarily retired the whaler. 

Because of these actions many have 
labeled us pirates ourselves. Yet we have 
never been convicted of a criminal charge 
nor have we ever caused injury or death to a 
human. Nor have we attempted to avoid 
charges. On the contrary, we have always 
invited our enemies to continue the fight in 
the courts. Most times they have refused and 
the few times that they complied, they lost. 

Vigilante buccaneers we may well be 
but we are policing the seas where no polic- 
ing authority exists. We are protecting 
whales, dolphins, seals, birds, and fish by 
enforcing existing regulations, treaties and 
laws that heretofore have had no enforce- 
ment. 

In November 1986, when two Sea Shep- 
herd agents, Rod Coronado and David 
Howitt, attacked the Icelandic whaling in- 
dustry, they were enforcing the law. The 
International Whaling Commission (1WQ 
had banned commercial whaling, yet Ice- 
land continued to whale without a permit. 
We did not wish to debate the issue of legal- 
ity with the Icelanders. We acted instead. 
Coronado and Howitt destroyed the whaling 
station and scuttled half the Icelandic whal- 
ing fleet. 

Iceland refused to press charges. I trav- 
eled to Reykjavik to insist that they press 
charges. They refused and deported me 
without a hearing. The only legal case to 
result from the incident is my suit against 
Iceland for illegal deportation. 

In March of 1983, the crew of the Sea 
Shepherd II were arrested under the Canadian 
Seal Protection Regulations, an Orwellian set 
of rules which actually protected the sealing 
industry. The only way to challenge these 
unjust rules was to break them. We did and 


Sea Shepherds examine the contents of a deadly "ghost net." Approximately 10,000 miles of these 
abandoned drift nets float through the seas, killing millions offish, birds, and other sea creatures 
every year. 


On December 7, 1941, the Imperial 
Japanese First Naval Air fleet launched a 
surprise attack against the US Naval base at 
Pearl Harbor on the Hawaiian island of 
Oahu. 

As the Japanese planes swooped in low, 
their wing commander gave his orders. The 
Japanese words "tora, tora, tora" crackled 
through the cockpits of the torpedo bomb- 
ers. 

"Attack, attack, attack." Such was the 
battle cry of a people who had mastered the 
martial strategies of Asia. The attack was 
swift, surprising, ruthless, and effective. 

As an ecological strategist, I have faced 
the Japanese as adversaries on numerous 
occasions. For this reason, I have studied 
Japanese martial strategy, especially the clas- 
sic work entitled A Hook of five Rings written 
by Miyamoto Musashi in 1648. Musashi 
advocated the "twofold way of pen and 
sword,” which I interpret to mean that one's 
actions must be both effective and educa- 
tional. 

In March 1982, the Sea Shepherd Con- 
servation Society successfully negotiated a 
halt to the slaughter of dolphins at Iki Island 
in Japan. Contributing to this success was 
our ability to quote Musashi and talk to the 
J apanese fishermen in a language they could 
understand — the language of no compro- 
mise confrontation. 

During our discussion, a fisherman 
asked me, "what is of more value, the life of 
a dolphin or the life of a human?" 

I answered that, in my opinion, the life 
of a dolphin was equal in value to the life of 
a human. 

The fisherman then asked, "if a Japa- 
nese fisherman and a dolphin were both 
caught in a net and you could save the life of 
one, which would you save?" 

All the fishermen in the room smirked. 
They had me pegged a liberal and felt confi- 
dent that I would say that I would save the 
fisherman, thus making a mockery of my 
declaration that humans and dolphins are 
equal. 

1 looked about the room and smiled. "1 
did not come to Japan to save fishermen; I 
am here to save dolphins." 

They were surprised but not shocked by 
my answer. All the fishermen treated me 
with respect thereafter. 

Why? Because the Japanese understand 
duty and responsibility. Saving dolphins 


COLLISION COURSE: The Sea Shepherd II closes in on a Japanese driftnetter in the North Pacific. The seagoing ecowarriors rammed two 
driftnet ships at angles calculated to destroy their net retreival gear. 


was both my chosen duty and my responsi- 
bility. 

Sea Shepherd had already established a 
reputation in Japan as the "Samurai protec- 
tor of whales." This came in an editorial that 
appeared in the Tokyo daily Asahi Shimbun in 
July 1979, a few days after we rammed and 
disabled the Japanese owned pirate whaler, 
the Sierra, off the coast of Portugal. 

That incident ended the career of the 
most notorious outlaw whaler. In February 
of 1980, we had the Sierra sunk in Lisbon 
harbor. A few months later, in April, our 
agents sunk two outlaw Spanish registered 
whalers, the Isba I and the Isba II, in Vigo 
Harbor in northern Spain. 

We then gave attention to two other 
Japanese pirate whalers, the Susan and the 
Theresa. Given the controversy of the Sierra, 
and the fact that the Susan and the Theresa 
were owned by the same Japanese interests. 










at the same time we chased the sealing fleet 
out of the nursery grounds of the Harp Seals. 
We beat the charges and in the process 
helped the Supreme Court of Canada in its 
decision to dismiss the Seal Protection Act as 
unconstitutional. 

In the years since, we have intervened 
against the Danish Faeroese fishermen in the 
North Atlantic to save the Pilot Whales they 
kill for sport. We have shut down seal hunts 
in Scotland, England and Ireland. We have 
confronted Central American tuna seiners 
off the coast of Costa Rica in an effort to 
rescue dolphins. 

In 1987, we launched our first cam- 
paign to expose drift net operations in the 
North Pacific. Our ship the Divine Wind 
voyaged along the Aleutian chain docu- 
menting the damage of the drift nets and 
ghost nets (abandoned nets). We helped 
convince Canada to abandon plans to build 
a drift net industry. 

For new supporters who do not know 
what drift nets are, I will brieflyexplain. Drift 
nets are to the Pacific Ocean what clearcuts 
are to the Amazon Rainforest or the Pacific 
Northwest Temperate Rainforest. Drift-net- 
ting is strip-mine fishing. 

From May until late October, some 
1800 ships each set a net measuring from 10- 
40 miles in length! These monofilament 
continued on page 7 
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BREAKING UP OR BREAKING APART? 


by Karen Pickett 

Okay, okay, now I've got to admit, it 
does appear we have a split. It's been long in 
coming and is in part inevitable. While 
recognizing that we have been in the midst 
of a serious controversy here at the EF! corral, 
I've been denying to the mainstream media 
that there was a "split" in the EF! movement. 
Disruption, yes, much of it FBI-caused but a 
full-fledged "split"? But I would like to 
address the way it was put out to the reader- 
ship in the last issue of the Journal, even if 
my comments are more excrement. I saw a 
high level of misinterpretation and argu- 
ments based on what I think are false as- 
sumptions and I feel compelled to correct 
what I see as inaccuracies. So bear with me. 
The comments I'm addressing came from 
people I’ve considered friends, so let's keep 

editor's note 

We’ve received so many kind and 
thoughtful letters at the Journal offices re- 
cently that we cannot answer or print nearly 
all of them, but we thank all of you for your 
tremendous support. Your letters have lifted 
our spirits. They have also increased our de- 
termination to carry on, in ways manifold 
and diverse. 

Accordingly, the ever avuncular and 
glabrously venerable Dave Foreman and I 
plan to begin work on a new biocentric 
biodiversity journal, in the Earth First! Journal 
tradition, early next year. As you’ll read in a 
memo we'U soon send you (and in the De- 
cember issue), two new journals will proba- 
bly evolve out of what was EF!f, a new Earth 
First! periodical, and the new biocentric 
periodical. 

The former will probably reflect the will 
of the circle at this year's RRR, as described in 
the August 1 issue. By mid-November, we 
expect to know who will be producing that 
publication, and will include relevant details 
in the memo. 

The latter will have as correspondents 
many of those who have written for us regu- 
larly over the years. It will emphasize conser- 
vation biology, wilderness defense tactics, 
wilderness proposals, wilderness restoration, 
biodiversity news, population issues, subver- 
sive essays and art, ribald humor and other 
themes of biocentrism and deep ecology. 

The aforementioned memo will offer 
our subscribers the choice of receiving the 
new EF! periodical, the new biocentric peri- 
odical, both, or neither. If you are interested 
in the new biocentric journal and don't re- 
ceive the memo by mid-December, please 
send your name and address to Dave Fore- 
man orjohn Davis, c/o POB 492, Canton, NY 
13617. 

Back to the current journal: with the 
Arizona Four trial beginning December 4, we 
must complete our December issue early. 
Thus, all articles intended for our last issue 


1 


the level of animosity down. 

The now famous Journal meeting at the 
RRR happened because there had long been 
rumblings about where the Journal was at, 
how it had changed, how it perhaps needed 
to change. Things were brought to a head by 
the piece by the J staff in the May 1990 issue 
and by Roselle's unpublished but much dis- 
cussed response to that piece. But let's clar- 
ify: Roselle's response was articulate, if criti- 
cal. Most people who read it thought it had 
merit, but he didn't get down and dirty until 
his letter to John D. about the decision not to 
run his piece. It was a letter to one person, 
Mike was trying to give a kick in the butt, to 
get a reaction but was never lining up people 
behind him in opposition to anyone and I 
deeply resent the suggestion that any of us at 
the Journal meeting were there to do Mike's 
bidding, to be “Roselle's representatives" or 
"followers of Roselle" as implied by Z. Mike 
is capable of representing himself; we all 
know he's not shy. In fact, he's got a big 
mouth and a somewhat different agenda 
than me, so it is an absurd and offensiv e, 
notion that we have these camps aligning 
with a couple of bearded hovs., 1 think people 
engaged in serious discussions of the direc- 
tion of the movement and what kind of 
newspaper we want deserve more credit^) 

C M y view of what we were doing at the J 
meeting at the RRR and in subsequent com- 
munication between J committee members 
was coming up with criticisms, ideas and 
guidelines for a national newspaper that 
would best serve the EF! movement, the 
principles of biodiversity preservation and 
bean effective intra-movementcommunica- 
tion vehicle?) The J staff came to the RRR, if 
defensive and bruised from their communi- 
cation with Roselle, recognizing that not 
everyone agreed with the ideas they put out 
in the May Journal re: what and why the J is, 
recognizing that changes were needed, and 
that they should be responsi ve to directk 
from the larger movement^ At least that's 
/what they said. 


But now they are saying 
they’d rather quit than change and that's 
okay too, but why trash the people who are 
trying to work on keeping a paper running 
and the movement itself on your way out the 
door? I also fail to see why the J staff feels 
compelled to quit en masse before even re- 
sponding to the committee's input or why it , 
was deemed appropriate to publish 5 swan/ 
songs and 4 additional pieces critical ofl 
Northern California all in one issue. But so be 

it. _________ ~~~ 

The misinterpretations and false as- 
sumptions are so rampant that they have to 
be addressed. In Z’s piece, she quoted Mike 
from The Nation as saying that people are 
involved with social and economic justice 
issues as well as environmental sanity... why 
would she suppose social and economic jus- 
tice come first for Mike or particularly, why 
go on to assert that that somehow represents 


this neb ulous "California viewpoint" as 

well?~~Social and economic justice first is not) 

need to reach our Canton address (POB 7) by /what I'm hearing in my comer of California. 

November 20. c/i I do hear people putting the ecological 

—John Davis ‘h battles in their approgrfatejaolitical-coBtfrxfA 


Beyond the Slab 


in order to target the most appropriate pur- 
veyors of ecological calamity and to most 
effectively interfere with their business of 
destroying the earth. I don’t agree with John 
Davis when he "warns" that "EF! is being 
sidetracked by anthropocentric concerns" — 

^1 do Believe that EF! is being sidetracked by 
iccusations and unnecessary factionalizing 
that has its basis in rumors perhaps fostered 
by the FBI and their ilk, who are no doubt 
gleefully rubbing their hands over this last 
issue of the Journal. Re: Z's response to my 
comments re: the J being produced in an 
activist community — I remember it being a 
discussion of criteria for the production of a 
newspaper that would be on the cutting edge 
of the environmental movement and I stand 
by my contention that the more activists 
that have access to its production the better 
a paper it will be. I never suggested that 
California or the SF Bay area was the appro- 
priate place (as is alleged) or that Tucson is 
not an activist community or that Canton 
has never had any worthwhile environ- 
mental activity. The staff says there's a 
faction trying to "dictate" the direction of 
the J — there's a group, not a faction and it 
was a process agreed upon at the RRR. We 
were given the task of gathering and distill- 
ing input for the J. That's not dictating. The 
group comes from Missouri, Texas, Arizona, 
New York, New Mexico, Montana, and 
Washington as well as California, and the 
reason there was a delay between thej meet- 
ing and communication put out to the staff 
and the movement at large is because as an 
alternative to the staff receiving criticism 
and ideas thrown at them randomly and 
from all directions we all wrote up our ideas 
and criticisms, exchanged them and at- 
tempted to see what points we had general 
agreement on and tried to distill our input. 
Several of us were in the midst of major 
campaigns, and it all took some time. But I 
think we were following an agreed upon 
route and if you read G.T.'s distillation, 
you'll notice an effort to give due respect to 
hard working staff, a recognition that we 
can't change everything all at once (contrary 
to some people's vision of a power grab, 
which has not been in my field of vision) that 
we are not at war with the staff and to put 
some positive ideas out while asking for 
further input. A s trashed as the J staff s eems 
to feel, this piece does not trash them, offen- 
siv eness of "accompanying poem notwith- 
s tanding (a nd as G said in opening para- 
graph, it was intended as an attention grab- 
ber) but isn't being outrageous and offensive 
in our job description anyway? 

r Okay. Aside from the Journal issues, , 
/there is this contention that there is a "ne 1 / 

/ EF!" and that people have "strayed". Thi: 

( "new EF!" is partly a product of evolutioi 
^and partly -myth— a myth that needs. to_he 
sh atterea. Jt is somet BheiTtrue, as Deval l W 
Tsaid, t hat every hippie, leftist, anarchist. ecoflf 
feminist type comes a round because EF! iav 
where the action i s. But most get weeded out 
pretty quickly by the misanthropy, irrever-, : | 
continued on next page ' ' 
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Important note 

The Earth First! Journal, in its 
current form, will cease publica- 
tion after the Winter Solstice 
(Dec. 21) issue. The current staff 
will honor all subscription and 
merchandise obligations until 
that time. We anticipate that 
some new group will honor 
obligations after that time. We 
apologize for any inconvenience 
this may cause. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

(Dear sfiitfer 6rains . . . 


Dear Brown Under the Crown, 

As if we needed any more proof of how 
far down Timber's pants the Forest disService 
is, I suggest that everyone call the PNW 
Research Station (USFS) in Portland, OR 
(503/326-7128), and order PNW-General 
Technical Report 225. 

This Report is entitled "Integrated 
Management of Timber-Elk-Cattle: Interior 
Forests of Western North America." It was 
co-authored by some fine biologists (Jack 
Ward Thomas, Jack Lyons, Donavin Leck- 
enby); but look who these scientists were 
forced to work with (for?). . . her name is 
second-to-last. LOR1N L. HICKS. Doesn't 
strike a bell? Never heard of Plum Creek 
Timber Company’s "Biologist” Hicks? Well, 
well. 

That’s right — PLUM CREEK TIMBER 
COMPANY had a representative in the 
preparation — right up to publication — of a 
Forest Service manual paid for by American 
tax-payers. How can we the public tell which 
part of the report is good science and which 
is Plum Creek facade science? Dunno. Better 
call Hicks. 

It does explain, however, the editorial 
stress put into the document on biologists 


BREAKING UP . . . 

c ontinued from previous page , 

/ence or simple hard line so that the only ', 
7 hippies, the only anarchists, the only eco- 
? femin ists left are the ones that pu t the earth 
J first. /'Sure, the face of our movement is 
changing. A truly subversive approach 
compels people to re-examine assumptions. 
How else do we get rid of the dominant 
paradigm? But evolution or not, I feel like I 
am carrying on in much the same way I was 
when I first got active in EF! In 1983 even 
though I am in the dreaded California that 
some people seem to think swallows up bio- 
centrists and spits them out as anthropocen- 
trists working to make the world a better 
place for homo shitticus^ogefTwhat makes ' 
["you think you are at odds with us in siding 
■ with the bears when we are out in the wood's] 

v- defendi ng the marbled murrelet? ( 

The FBI infiltration, the Arizona busts, 
the bombing, and other violence against 
activists have been hard on the movement 
and have used up a lot of energy better spent. 
But these events have also galvanized sup- 
port for EF!, pushed our issues into the head- 
lines and made many of us stronger and 
more committed to the defense of the earth. 
It’s been a drag to deal with the level of 
bitterness and hostility I’m encountering in 
people whom I think have the same basic 
goals as me. It’s also a waste — hurl your 
hostility toward Charlie Hurwitz or Lujan or 
Stephen Bechtel or Mike Fain where it’s bet- 
ter spent and let's get on with the business at 
hand. And to hell with all this seriousness. If 
Judi can find the humor in being bombed 
herself ("They blew up the wrong end of 
me!"), then so can we all find the humor in 
all this muck. 


keeping personal values put of their work, 
and to look at wildlife habitat and species as 
only a small part of what the forest is about. 

— North-Bend Fred 

Dear SFB, 

A constant criticism of Earth First! is 
that its goals and beliefs are not "realistic" 
enough. An excellent example of this is the 
foofaraw surrounding captive breeding pro- 
grams behind bars (as has happened with 
black-footed ferrets and California condors). 
The purported goal of these programs is, 
through the tender ministrations of hack 
bureaucrats, to allow a species to rebuild its 
numbers in the comfort and safety of jail 
cells. Theoretically, once enough of the 
animals have been bred, they can be re- 
turned to the wild to live happily ever after. 
Earth First's opposition to such programs 
has enabled some to claim that the non- 
organization obviously does not know what 
it is talking about, does not understand the 
situation, and deserves to be ignored if not 
ridiculed. To the contrary (and very unfortu- 
nately), Earth first has been proven to be in 
the right again. 

A paper presented at this year's meet- 
ings of the American Society of Mammalo- 
gists at Frostburg State University in Frost- 
burg, Maryland, indicates the true worth of 
captive breeding and reintroduction pro- 
grams. Thirteen hand-reared, sterile Siberian 
polecats (ecologically and taxonomically 
similar to black-footed ferrets) were released 
In likely ferret habitat in Wyoming. The idea 
was to simulate what would happen to rein- 
troduced ferrets. To give the polecats a fight- 
ing chance, each was given experience kill- 
ing prairie dogs and conditioned to avoid 
predators. The average life span of the pole- 
cats was less than 6 days. These poor beasts 
were so inept that whenever badgers would 
start to dig them out, the polecats would go 
over to investigate the noise. In all likeli- 
hood, the same thing would happen to any 
released ferrets, revealing the ferret program 
for the sick joke it is. 

The moral of this is, don't let anybody 
tell you that removal/captive breeding/rein- 
troduction programs are in the best interests 
of a species. Ecologically, an animal in the 
zoo is worthless. For the most part, these 
programs are just an excuse to get endan- 
gered animals out of the way so people can 
do whatever they want with the land the 
animals used to occupy. The only way to 
save a species is through intensive habitat 
preservation and restoration. Otherwise, we 
should allow these species that we have 
doomed to have the dignity of expiring in 
their natural homes. 

— Doctor Strange, Kansas City, MO 

Dear Shit fer Shit, 

Using the Freedom of Information Act 
to request/obtain your FBI records is stupid. 
Political suicide. It is fact that the FBI com- 
piles lists of folk FOlA'n their records. It is 
deemed by the feds to be 'reasonably suspi- 
cious' enough to reinvestigate some folk, 
because it indicates an intent by the request- 
ing party to see how much more he or she can 


'get away with.' 

Don't do it. Just know what you’ve 
done, and how well you've done it. 

Thought y'all oughta know. 

— A Libertarian Who Knows 

To the Editor, 

In view of the ideals most of us "radical 
environmentalists" espouse I feel that we 
would all do well to destroy or sell for parts 
whatever vehicles we have. Aside from ev- 
eryone turning vegan I feel that another 
single move that would most benefit Mother 
Earth would be for cars to be eliminated. So 
lets be in the vanguard of yet another move- 
ment — the elimination of the automobile. 
Let’s ride bikes, walk, or as a last resort ride 
public transportation. 

— Condor 


Dear Earth First!, 

We stopped by Redwood Summer on 
our way up here and participated in a dem- 
onstration at the Pacific Lumber gate. We 
also took part in the nonviolence training 
which was excellent. The only thing that 
bothered us was the seemingly constant 
hype about marijuana. We are both drug/ 
alcohol therapists and Mike is a recovering 
marijuana addict. During his pot depend- 
ency our marriage was floundering, our car 
was repossessed and our phone discon- 
nected. 


We support what you're doing, espe- 


if we have to be subjected to a barrage of pot 


propaganda it will be hard for us. ’ 

— Ellen & Mike Murphy, Nine Mile 
Falls, WA 


Dear readers. 

Every day dead tree parts in the form of 
many ads for products 1 will nevft use, and 
endless obnoxious repetitive ads from social 
change, new age, feminist, and environ- 
mental groups — who should be aware!!! — 
arrive at my door. Endlessly, week after week 

powerless and hopeless . I thought of, think 
of, the millions of people that receive these 
unsolicited ads — which cause forest mas- 
sacre and mining Earth rape and toxic 
chemicals — all so they can be tossed out . 
The typical response is "It's a shame but it 
can't be helped." Bullshit! Beings DIE and 
life on Earth Is threatened! The only re- 
sponse must be to DO SOMETHING. 

I wrote kind letters explaining that I 
don’t have $ or desire for products or mem- 
berships. The mailings continued. I was so 
enraged that I took all their materials I'd been 
saving for scrap paper, stuffed them in their 
postage paid return envelopes, wrote angry 
letters on the outside envelope (stuffed in- 
side) and sent them back. There I was at the 
P.O. with 100s of envelopes. 1 felt so relieved, 
so free, so great. And, IT WORKED. DO IT!! 
Post this letter on bulletin boards and tell 
friends! Venceremos! 

— Walking Tree 


To the Editor: 

A recent article in the EF! journal told us 
of the difficulties in finding a doctor to do a 
simple vasectomy, and how they try to per- 
suade you not to have it, especially if you are 
white and have no kids. To avoid any such 
hassles, simply call your local Planned Par- 
enthood office. I found it simple and easy. In 
no more than a week's time you can to 
through the initial consultation (where they 


don't try to talk you out of it) and the 
operation itself. Plus the cost is reasonable, 
about $350 or down to about half that for 
low-income men. Give 'em a call and learn 
more. Planned Parenthood is found in the 
white pages of your phone hook. 

— I fire blanks 

Ed. note: Besides serving as a bastion of repro- 
ductive Sanity, Planned Parenthood is one of the 
most effective environmental protection groups 
around. Even if you don't have a personal need 
for their services, activists might want to contact 
the local office to see if they need counter- 
demonstrators for those occasions when the 
rabid pro-natalists attack. — DT 

Dear Sawdust for Brains: 

Bring back the Celtic names for your 
publication dates! 

You say we can't pronounce them? 
That's weak! Most readers are not sure how 
to pronounce George Wuerthner's last 
name, either. But that does not keep you 
from printing it in nearly every issue. 

Using Celtic names of old pagan festi- 
vals to mark the calendar is a simple and 
effective way of reminding us that our cul- 
tural roots extend to a people who once 
treated the Earth with great respect. We need 
the affirmation of faith this knowledge helps 
provide — just as we need the practical tools 
printed in these pages — in order to reclaim 
the Wild and Free in our own time. 

Give us a brief note explaining what the 
names mean, as well as how to pronounce 
them. Don't get boring! Get educated!--, 

In your zeal to clean up the Journal, you 
don’t have to sterilize it. Sure, we will keep 
reading this publication for all the informa- 
tion it contains. But we won't treasure it any 
more. 

— Termite, Girdwood, AK 

To Readers of our EF! Journal, 

I was the person who at our EF! 1990 
RRR in Montana (according to Phil Knight) 
"stupidly announced a workshop on 'politi- 
cal assassinations’". See page 19, col. 2, Aug. 
1990 Journal. 

I defend Phil’s (and all others') rights to 
be nonviolently wrong. I wish more at our 
RRR had been more willing to be tolerant of 
my views which I am not pleased to have. 
But I feel and did feel that these ought to be 
aired and discussed openly and we in EF! 
ought not to stonewall them. 

Of course violence has not 'worked' 
frilly. But neither has nonviolence, com- 
pletely. Right? Personally I have mostly 
been, am now completely and probably will 
remain fully a nonviolent person. Certainly 
in the sense that I do not deliberately cause 
and do not intend to cause even to one 
person serious physical harm. But my analy- 
sis is that most (all?) nonviolentpersons who 
try to force upon all others their nonviolent 
'life style' (whatever that means) are too self- 
defeating for me. I have learned to tolerate 
them but do not want them to dominate EF! 
as such (often useless?) persons do most anti- 
war groups. 

Our 1990 RRR was excessively domi- 
nated by declawed pussyfooters. That is, in 
my not all that humble opinion. As re- 
quested, I agreed to change the workshop 
title to "How much violence might be 
needed to save Gaia" or words like that. But 
even that subdued title offended some who 
(violently?) erased it, without my OK, from 
the bulletin board! Can you believe that? I 
continued on page 4 
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continued from page 3 

doubt any responsible will even apologize to 
me for his or her or their misconduct. 

The workshop was held. Of course 
nonviolence, if effective, is often better. But 
we in EF! must realize that "no compromise" 
for some might well mean more than block- 
ades without violence. Those persons may 
be among our BEST. 

— Richard M. Bowers, Route 1, Box 28, 
Delancey, NY 13752 

Dear Folks, 

With regards to contacts' addresses 
being published by Sahara Club, I have be- 
gun to receive several interesting pieces in 
the mail — a $70 engineering formulas book 
and a subscription to Outside magazine 
(unpaid of course). It's hard to believe that 
someone would think that this would deter 
me. 

— Scott Sala 
Dear SFB, 

While the Journal staff's decision to re- 
sign is a personal one, it bothers me that you 
are letting a handful of "Unhappy Campers" 
drive you out without first determining how 
much support these people actually have. 
How about staging a vote of confidence in 
the next issue, with your resignations con- 
tingent on the outcome. Respondents 
should be required to use the name under 
which they subscribe to avoid ballot stuffing. 
The Journal is too important to allow a small 
minority to dictate its editorial policy. 

As to Whither Earth First!, it seems to 
me that the Greens have the broad area of 
ecology and social justice covered, so it is 
perfectly fine and proper for us to focus on 
the narrower issues of big wilderness and 
preservation of biodiversity. Someone has 
to. Beyond that, our choice of strategy and 
tactics should be determined by what fur- 
thers those ends best, not by what feels good, 
is fun, or gives us a power rush. It would be 
altogether too easy to win the battle and lose 
the war. For example, if tree spiking stops a 
handful of timber sales but causes the general 
public to reject our preservationist ideal, 
then tree spiking is a failed tactic and should 
be discarded. Since EF! is an anarchy, it is up 
to each individual to decide what works and 
what doesn't, but this means we must each 
b'e completely honest with ourselves about 
our personal motives and about what the rea 1 
short- and long-term effects of our actions 
are. The Journal is an appropriate forum in 
which to debate these issues. 

Lastly, while preservation of big wilder- 
ness and biodiversity should be our focus, it 
is important to realize that their loss is a 
symptom of a dysfunctional socio-economic 
system. As a short-term strategy, we must 
treat the symptom: push for strong, enforce- 
able, and enforced protective laws. For the 
long-term, changing the system must be our 
goal (subverting the dominant paradigm). 
The latter is ultimately more important if we 
wish to win the war, and it is a war. A social 
issue should be considered an Earth First! 
issue insofar as it impacts wilderness and 
biodiversity. Social issues which do not meet 
this criterion should be acknowledged, but 
left for the Greens and the New Left to deal 
with. 

In closing. I’d like to see the Journal staff 
stay on. You have my confidence. Accom- 
modate the complaints of the dissidents to 
the extent that it furthers the preservation of 
big wilderness and biodiversity. That this is 
the prime focus of our movement should not 
be negotiable, however. 

— Terry Morse, Newport, OR 

Dear SFB, 

Seeing the inane "Report from the Jour- 
nal Advisory Committee" crystallized for me 
the Kafkaesque series of events of the past 
months. WhoisG.T.? Who are these people 
who could walk off the street and kill the 
vital organ of communication of our move- 
ment? Can it be possible they do more 
damage than the FBI itself? Could this "Live 
Wild or Die" crowd be the same I found 
mildly entertaining last year? As a regular 
contributor to the Journal and having dealt 
with numerous publications on a profes- 


sional basis I can only heap praise on John 
Davis, Kris Sommerville, Dale Turner and 
Nancy Zierenberg. They are true profession- 
als that no amount of "crashing" hippie 
volunteers can supplant. Rather than form- 
ing this “Kangaroo Committee" it would 
__ have been proper to have polled the reader- 
ship! 

For the illiterate potheads who' find 
conservation biology boring and favor "ac- 
tion" 1 call attention to stafwarts such as 
Jamie Sayen and Jeff Elliot who practice both 
under hazardous conditions while these 
incompetents merely rant and slaver. 

In the central Appalachians Earth First! 
has been growing in numbers and influence. 
We've challenged the Forest Service through 
actions, really boring conferences and sound 
ecological science and they've begun to bend 
in a fundamental way. One reason for this is 
the support John Davis has given us through 
' the Journal. Are we to stand by while "know I 
\ nothings" undo all of this? Rationality may 1 
not be the entire picture but you can't have 
a movement without it. 

Okay, let's talk philosophy. To say, as 
Judi Bari does, that Dave Foreman accepts 
the system as is and isn't for fundamental 
social change is a misrepresentation of what 
I've known about Dave for all these years. 
Perhaps Judi also has trouble understanding 
back issues of the Journal. I’ve been through 
the leftist rhetoric syndrome starting with 
the New Democratic Party in the late 60s and 
I sickened of it long ago. The labor bonds 
these new age hippies want to forge contra- 
dict the very life styles they’re promoting. 
Loggers want new and bigger pickups and 
split levels. We can’t save the forest by 
bonding with these greedheads any more 
than with their industrial bosses. So let it be 
dean and simple. Let's promote the logic of 
wilderness, educate by example and stop 
tripping up those of us who want to get the 
job done. 

— Bob Mueller, Staunton, VA 

Dear Shit Fer Brains: 

Greetings from the beleaguered but 
ever-bold and boisterous Florida Earth First! 
We pause from our constant vigil in 
Developer's Paradise and (Land) Prostitution 
fiefdom to send several thumbs up to the 
Journal and in particular the August 1 (Lam- 
mas) issue: it was chocked full o’ fun and 
action and lean on the philosophits. Some of 
us are University folks but tend to save our 
colloquies for journals more suited to them. 
EF! is the action behind all the pretty words, 
without which the wordsare incompleteand 
barren. 

A few of us are also neo-Pagans, and we 
agree with the two letters last ish, spirituality 
can and does have much to do with radical 
environmentalism. Since the Judeo-Chris- 
tian manipulative stance toward Nature has 
helped create the problem, spiritual tradi- 
tions can and m.ist have a hand in the 
solution. There are especially close ties be- 
tween Pagans and EF!; for example, the 
Lughnasadh 1990 issue of Green Egg, the 
journal of the Church of All Worlds out of 
Ukiah, CA, carried two EF! items: "No Com- 
promise in Defense of Mother Earth” (Diane 
Darling) and "For the Earth" about Redwood 
Summer (Sequoia). Nothing scares the eco- 
rapists more than a bunch of wide-eyed 
Goddess-worshippers who defend sacred 
Earth with the power of their morals and 
religion. 

— PaffI Chase, Gainesville, FL 
Hi EF!, 

When I die, I would like to be fed to 
wolves, preferably not in a zoo. While I can 
stipulate such a condition in my will, the 
practicalities may be prohibitive, especially 
to a less environmentally conscious executor 
or medical practitioner. I’d like to solicit any 
recommendations from the readership con- 
cerning this dilemma. Humorous replies are, 
of course, welcomed, but 1 would like some 
practical ones as well. And don't feel con- 
strained to wolves, any carnivorous (or 
omnivorous) predator will do. Thanks. 

— Steven Silberberg, 65 Lake St., Wren- 
tham, MA 02093 

To the Editor: 

Well, another rattlesnake roundup has 
come and gone down here in Sweetwater, 
Texas. Contrary to popular belief, most folks 
around these parts actually like rattlesnakes. 


They like to kill them. They like to wear 
them. They like to sell them for money and 
abuse them for macho, and God help any 
creature, man or beast, that gets in the way of 
a Texan out to kill a rattlesnake. 

Of course, the issue is a bit more com- 
plex than that. The roundup brings in a lot 
of money to Sweetwater. It puts Sweetwater 
on the map, big time. A lot of folks get to feel 
important in one way or another. And let's 
bear in mind that roundups are only the 
most visible form of abuse: the hide trade 
actually uses about 10 times as many snakes 
as the roundups. Roundups and hide dealers 
are actually in competition for rattlesnakes. 
It's a free market, since there are no laws or 
regulations whatsoever in Texas controlling 
the use or abuse of rattlesnakes. 

Lots of people would like to stop the 
rattlesnake roundups, and everyone has 
their own reasons - philosophical, educa- 
tional, ecological, or humane. Last year, for 
the first time, Texas Parks and Wildlife asked 
snake hunters to please stop pouring gaso- 
line down holes in the ground to get snakes, 
because they got too many letters from 
people who didn't like the idea. Not exactly 
hard hitting stuff, but it's a start. Letters do 
work, and handwritten ones are the best - 
avoid form letters. Protests, however, are 
what attracts publicity. 

Sweetwater is the Granddaddy of all 
roundups, and the most logical one to try 
and shut down. The news media was under- 
standably rather underwhelmed by the ap- 
pearance of only 5-10 protesters at Sweetwa- 
ter in 1989. They hardly took note when the 
same 5-10 showed up again in 1990. But 
imagine what kind of ruckus it would raise if 
several hundred protesters showed up in 
Sweetwater in 1991! 

We can shut the rattlesnake roundups 
down if enough people come to Sweetwater 
next year to protest. Enough protesters will 
get the publicity needed to convince the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife and Texas legisla- 
ture to impose regulations concerning the 
collection of these reptiles. 

1 am trying to organize the 3rd annual 
Rattlesnake Roundup Protest in Sweetwater 
and, with your help, it could be a decisive 
year for the future of Diamondback Rattle- 
snakes, and other animals that live in holes 
in the ground, here in Texas. I urge everyone 
to please come to Sweetwater on Saturday, 
March 9, 1991, and Sunday too, if possible, 
to help stop this barbaric practice. I offer free 
primitive camping in the hill country south 
of Sweetwater, comraderie with like-minded 
people, and a chance to make a real differ- 
ence in the way Texas treats its wildlife re- 
sources. Please contact me with yourplans to 
attend: 

— Bob Sears, Rt. 2 Box 42, Wingate, TX 
79566; (915) 743-2531. 

Phone calls or letters of protest (hand- 
written or typed) should be sent to: Texas 
Parks and Wildlife, 4200 Smith School Road, 
Austin, TX 78744, Attn: Catrina Martin. 

Dear SFB: 

I have read in US News & World Report 
that Dave Foreman has quit the Earth First! 
movement. And I now read in the June 1990 
issue of the Earth First! Journal that Mike 
Roselle is feuding with the Journal staff. I 
also see that Mike has pulled his wonderful 
drawing of Dear Shit Fer Brains . . . 

What is going on? Why wasn’t Mike’s 
letter printed in the Earth First! Journal ? We 
love to complain about censorship, but what 
is this? Mike has worked hard in the Earth 
First! movement and should be heard even if 
his comments are critical. Is the staff afraid 
of criticism? Why not print his letter now 
that the membership know about it? 

I have been a member of Earth First! for 
years and am deeply disturbed by these de- 
velopments. 

— Cowboy Bill, Minneapolis, MN 
Ed. note: Roselle's piece was not printed because 
it was quite long, essentially repeated a lengthy 
piece of his we'd printed several issues previous, 
contained serious factual errors, and because he 
would not allow it to be edited. If you want to 
read it, feel free to contact him at the address 
given in the Directory. — DT 

Dear SFB, 

A new way to get a daily update on Earth 
First! happenings around the country: the 
"Rush Limbaugh Excellence in Broadcasting 
Network." 


The guy's a pathetic knee-jerk right 
winger, but he sets asidea portion of his daily 
three-hour call-in radio show to report on 
(and revile) every Earth First! happening 
around. 

If you ignore his obvious bias, you can 
learn of EF! demos and actions around the 
country every day! 

He or his staff must be scanning the wire 
services, so get those press releases out and 
chances are, they'll be aired in nearly 150 
stations across the country the next day or 
so! 

— Radio-activist 
Dear SFB — 

I returned from overseas a couple 
months back to find EF! in turmoil. This 
threw me for a loop; I’d always thought EF! 
was too un- or better yet, non-organized to 
be thrown into turmoil. There was a journal, 
the editors printed whatever they felt like, 
and if somebody didn't like it, well tough 
shit. Other than that, "Earth First!" was a 
concept — the Earth comes first, plain and 
simple — that a lot of us bought, not a bloody 
organization with a copyrighted logo. Be- 
yond that, it was up to each of us to do what 
we could using the talents we had to see that 
all life and forms that comprise the Earth 
were left to manage themselves, free of 
human intervention. 

Given this context, I cannot, having 
read August and Excrement issues cover to 
cover, understand what all the squawking’s 
about. Go out and do what you can to save 
the Earth. Who cares what you call yourself? 
The work has to be done, right? We all know 
that down in our guts. So do it, without 
compromise. Whether or not an Earth First! 
exists is inconsequential. We’re all going to 
do what has to be done not because we're 
part of a "movement" but because the work 
has to be done, and we know it. 

Get your shit together people. Put the 
Earth first and let the journal write itself. 

— Bruce, Tucson, AZ 

To the Editor: 

If I were the CIA and wanted to destroy 
a movement like the words "Earth First" 
represent 1 would try to get its members 
fighting amongst themselves trying to estab- 
lish a set of philosophical beliefs to which all 
could adhere. Divide and conquer. Very 
simple. I would try to discredit the move- 
ment in every way possible. I would use 
illegal wiretaps and espionage to monitor 
activities. I would hope that most individu- 
als are too afraid to actually act o n their own, 
because that would be extremely difficult to 
control and suppress. 1 would make these 
individuals out to be anti-American by 
manipulating the press so they did not gain 
public sympathies. 1 would treat them like 
traitors to the American way of life, and take 
away their civil rights. 

What would you do if you were the CIA? 
Think about that, and you can bet they are 
doing it and more, so be careful. Be discreet. 
And remember that our goal is a noble one — 
to preserve the beautiful awesome wonder of 
life on this planet. 

— Anonymous 

Ed. note: A minor factual correction — it's not 
the CIA trying to destroy the movement. It's the 
FBI. See the book Agents of Repression for 
relevant details. — DT 

Dear SFB: 

I would think it goes without saying 
that, in essence, it is "White Man's Disease" 
that brought about the absence of beluga 
whales in the MacKenzie River Delta ["In The 
Absence Of Whales", June issue], not to 
mention Elephants in Africa, Condors in 
California and Old Growth in the Pacific 
Northwest. To be alive at this time during 
the planet's evolution is to be infected by this 
virus and to bear witness to such tragedy as 
the genocide and corruption of native 
peoples everywhere. Once one accepts this, 
as most readers of this journal probably have, 
one has no choice short of resignation or 
yuppiedom, but to fight, pray, and work 
towards some form of salvation for the 
Earth's remaining wild places and the even- 
tual enlightenment of human kind. It's a 
long shot for sure, but the only game worth 
playing. 

Interspecies Communication went to 
the Arctic fully aware of our white cultural 
afflictions (how else to get there?) and the 
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Another high-altitude boat anchor, this one near Pagosa Springs, CO. Before someone "fixed" it, 
this monster was doing "riparian restoration ’ in the form of channelization and rip-rap bank 
lining. In the background is the famous "Clamshell" geological feature, atop which East Fork De- 
velopment Corp. (partially owned by Balcorp/American Express) wants to build a ski resort and 
restaurant (probably specializing in seafood). 


devastating Impact "white capitalist culture" 
has had on the Invialut culture in the Inuvrk 
region of the Northwest Territories. Tourists, 
sure, but mindful of our purpose to simply be 
with the whales. In their absence I did "eco- 
art" both as a way to mourn their loss, and 
perhaps more importantly, as an apology to 
the whales and the Delta ecosystem (includ- 
ing the once harmonic native culture) for the 
deadly impact of the White Man's Disease. 
We addressed the symptom of sloppy native 
hunting practices in the region rather than 
the bigger cause of it (white capitalist cul- 
ture) because the latter is too big a battle and 
to attack only its front lines would be to lose 
places like the Delta whale sanctuary which 
are in precarious balance and in need of 
immediate attention. The same applies to 
Rhinos and Redwood Groves. 

In order to preserve what little is left of 
this wild planet many must work on the 
immediate and local causes in order to estab- 
lish some sort of killing moratoriumuntil the 
big beast runs itself into the ground. Sensi- 
tive chords are struck, as they were for Jack 
Sandburg who wrote in regards to my ac- 
count of our trip to the Arctic, when these 
issues rub against modem native cultures 
overcome by the White Man's Disease. 

— Daniel Dancer, Ozkaloosa, KS 

Dear SFB: 

Not being able to attend rendezvous or 
other rituals (infirmities) the Sept. Journal 
cleared up a lot of haze for me. Maybe the 
anthropocentric faction should secede, in- 
stead of the other way around. 

They could start a new group called 
"Earth Also?" No, that's not fair. Judi Bari, et 
al, have donealotof good, and I've sent what 
pittances I could to help. But my heart, if not 
my crippled hand, especially after reading 
the last Journal, is with Foreman and his 
radical allies. I don't care about their views 
on ZPG, gay rights, apartheid, or whatever. 
Those guys have spirit and color, and they 
made the world aware of its vanishing wil- 
derness. We don't need another Sierra Club. 
We need the original Earth First! 

— mcaldon 

Dear Earth First!, 

Whilst reading one of my back issues of 
New Internationalist, I came across a small 
article on your organisation. 1 must confess 
that concepts such as 'ecotage' and 'technol- 
ogy free zones' sound like a beautiful anti- 
dote for the vomit-inducing 'commercialisa- 
tion’ that supposedly 'green' ideals have 
undergone here in England. What makes 
matters worse Is the fact that the 'great Brit- 
ish public’ seem to have swallowed the ve- 
neerof ‘caring corporations' in itsentirety. It 
is virtually Impossible to find an advert that 
doesn't plagiarize in some way or another 
the icons of the green movement — the 
majority of people seem to be under the 
impression that preventing the world's de- 
struction requires nothing more radical than 
purchasing an 'eco-friendly' deodorant. 

In my capacity as lead vocalist for a rap 
band called New Atlantic, I try to address 
many of the issues that stem from genuine 
environmentalism. One thing I'm particu- 
larly concerned with is the way that the more 
'radical' elements of my ‘peer group' tend to 
equate green politics with 'concerned' 
middle class suburbanites. Whilst this may 
have a ring of truth to it, I firmly believe that 
we create our own limitations and if we 
convince ourselves that a certain area of 
political activity is the sole preserve of a 
certain social group then IT WILL BE. The 
fact of the matter is that far from only being 
applicable to rural England, green issues are 


actually for more pertinent to people in the 
more impoverished and industrialised areas 
of the North, as it is the occupants of these 
areas that are the victims of 'industrial prog- 
ress’ and are alienated from nature, them- 
selves ancj society. 

Anyway, I'm working on a track called 
"Righteous Anger - The Time is Now!" at the 
moment, and I am desperately looking for 
relevant ‘samples' to include in the track. 
The track is basically a post-punk Anarcho- 
Green 'rebel rouser' and I thought that 
maybe your organisation would have some 
audio recordings of lectures, demonstra- 
tions, rallies, or anything that contains 
emotive and radical speeches about direct- 
action environmental strategies. If you 
have, then I would be eternally grateful if ypu 
could send me them, or a selection of them, 
at least. I would be more than willing to meet 
any costs that postage, and indeed the cas- 
settes themselves incur, as I know how im- 
portant finances are for 'grass-roots'(?!) 
movements that refuse to 'compromise' or 
sell out. 

— Dylan Biezanek, 35 Helsby Avenue, 
Eastham, Wirral, Merseyside, UK L62 9B2 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

I am writing to give some feedback on 
the continuing internal "purges" and "self- 
criticism" documented in the transcript and 
article on the Journal workshop at RRR. 

For those of us who are committed 
EF!ers but have not had the opportunity to 
attend a rendezvous and get into the appar- 
ently hairy conflicts going on in the move- 
ment, this type of internal conflict is confus- 
ing simply because it is not clear what is at 
stake (other than control of the Journal!). 

The Journal has been one of the finest 
publications I have ever read, and 1 am con- 
sidering not only content but also style in my 
opinion. I think it is important to keep in 
mind that producing a publication like the 
Journal involves art; layout, editing, etc. are 
all skills where decision-making is based on 
aesthetics as well as function and purpose. A 
readable, well-organized, and visually inter- 
esting publication is infinitely more effective 
than one that concentrates on content to the 
exclusion of all else. I think that the Journal 
staff has been extremely successful in achiev- 
ing an optimal integration of content and 
style. A lot of people might consider this a lot 
of hogwash, but think about why you look 
forward to receiving some publications more 
than others of similar content! 

Another thing I want to point out, and 
I know I will get a lot of shit forthis but I don't 
care, is that the internal purges and criticisms 
of the Journal remind me of nothing more 
than the stereotypical Communist Party 
clean-outs, wherein one clique takes over 
another clique. Another comparison might 
be public self-flagellation in the Middle Ages 
as a vehicle for the attainment of virtue. 
Sorry, but I just don't buy any of it! If EF! is 
indeed a movement and not an organiza- 
tion, why must there be a committee to 
supervise the work of the Journal staff? I 
think that the staff are responsive to criticism 
when it is offered, so I was surprised by many 
of the comments documented in parts of the 
transcript. While I recognize that the staff 
must do some necessary (grammar, organiza- 
tion) editing, I don't think that they are in 
anyway rigid or engage in any type of censor- 
ship or unnecessary (content) editing. I have 
noticed that the character of each article is 
distinct and intact, with tons of personality. 

I don’t see the grounds for criticism of the 
staff or where anyone gets off wanting to 
supervise the Journal. The latest issue is not 
up to the usual standard, probably due to 


interference and harassment from the self- 
proclaimed critics. 

Another question I would like to ask is 
what intrinsic qualification a self-described 
anarchist has to participate in policing the 
Journal staff. Anarchy means "no govern- 
ment." If this woman were truly an anar- 
chist, she would not put herself in the role of 
a "supervisor" to the Journal. Further, I 
-Avonder what the hell anarchists are doing in 
the movement in the first place! All human 
and animal societies need some type of or- 
der, and it is a matter of semantics whether 
you want to call this order "instinct," "cus- 
tom, ""culture, "or the constitution. Regard- 
less of whether I agree with the government 
in its present form or not (I do not), I 
wouldn't want to live in an anarchistic soci- 
ety where literally "anything goes." By that 
definition, the developers who are tearingup 
South Florida are true anarchists. So is the 
Monroe County Commission, which wants 
to subvert the Endangered Species Act. 

Don't get me wrong — I enjoy reading 
Live Wild or Die. The first or second issue is 
wonderful stuff! However, I strongly suspect 
that ego conflicts, as much as ideology, 
motivated the LW OD people to split with EF! 
LWOD calls EFlers self-righteous and self- 
motivated ("Lthink this, iwant this). Well, 
what is more self-righteous or self-motivated 
than the article that contains these accusa- 
tions? What is more self-motivated than to 
publish a "periodical" that includes the in- 
structions, "Steal this paper,” while enclos- 
ing an invoice for payment with an unsolic- 
hed shipment of the periodical? (The person 
who received that shipment of LWOD sent 
the invoice back and wrote on it that they 
had taken LWOD's advice and given all the 
copies away.) And finally, didn’t Mike 
Jakubal exhort us not long ago on the issue of 
empowerment, criticizing EFlers because, in 
his opinion, they draw their empowerment 
from the movement, an abstraction, rather 
than from their individual minds, hearts, 
and guts? Now LWOD seems to be criticizing 
EFlers because they are self-empowered! This 
bait and switch tactic is too transparent! 

Another point that is worth mention- 
ing is that information articles are useful. 
Many of us are not scientists. We need that 
information to avoid sounding like fools. I 
didn't see Darryl and Judi in the Redwood 
Summer video saying, "I defend wilderness 
because that's just what I feel is right and I 
don’t need to give any other explanation." 
While I give high value to feelings and in- 
stinct and will, they alone could not have 
produced Redwood Summer. We activists 
need information to back our statements 
and demands. We need facts to be able to 
speak intelligently to the media, which un- 
fortunately are still the primary agents for 
mass communication, at least in heavily 
populated areas. We need knowledge to be 
able to think critically, to distinguish what is 
from what is just propaganda or misinforma- 
tion. Our feelings tell us what needs to be 
done, but to take effective action we need to 
know what we are doing! The action articles 
are equally important, but not more so than 
other articles regularly featured in the Jour- 
nal, particularly the articles from the Bio- 
diversity Project. 

I hope the Journal staff makes it 
through the shit and stays on, and I also hope 
that all the critics who probably wouldn’t 
want to take on the work of producing the 
Journal but want to supervise the people 
who are doing the work, turn their attention 
and apparently abundant idle time to more 
productive actions. There was already one 
reorganization detailed in the May issue this 
year, and at the present rate every other issue 
will feature a new format and new feuds. All 
of this detracts energy from the movement 
and serves the purposes of the FBI by turning 
our attention to internal conflicts that have 
nothing to do with the mission of EF! 

The staff are supportive, accessible, 
friendly, flexible but reliable, not snobs (in 
the "West vs. any other region" sense), and I 
imagine that they must work as hard as 
anyone in the movement. I hope all of their 
talent and commitment are not taken for 
granted, and that people will be more sup- 
portive of the staff, as they are of us all. 

Still wild in Miami. 

— Maria Quintana 

Dear SFB: 

When I described the Flint Hills ranch- 
ers as doing an "adequate job of caretaking 
the prairies" I used the term loosely. There 
is not one legally swimmable, drinkable river 
in the whole state of Kansas so obviously 
something is dreadfully wrong. A few ranch- 
ers go a long way toward protecting their 
native prairie ground, most however do not. 
The only thing they do right is not plow it up. 
It is precisely this reason I encourage folks to 
move to the Flint Hills. 

All wilderness and "semi-wilderness" 
(which perhaps one might call these native 
prairie hillS), need Earth loving people at 
their margins, and sometimes within, as in 
this case, to protect, restore and maintain 


biodiversity and natural balances. Never 
should one build anew in these lands, rather 
existing places should be bought and eventu- 
ally phased out. Always one should develop 
ways through conservation easements, do- 
nations and the like to continually pull back 
the edges, thereby enlarging the wild heart. 
It is unrealistic to think that wilderness can 
be preserved and rebuilt any other way. We 
sure can't depend on the US Government to 
do it. Without dedicated edge protectors 
willing to defend and promote the values of 
the wild heart, at any cost, we may as well kiss 
it all goodbye right now. Being a wilderness 
edge runner, or watchdog (preferably a pit- 
bull) seems like the worthiest of goals these 
days and I recommend it to all who can find 
the means. 

— Daniel Dancer, Land of Oz 
Dear EF!: 

The National Park Service in Alaska has 
prohibited land-and-shoot, same-day air- 
borne wolf hunting in all national preserves. 
Game management and big game hunting 
were opposed to these regulations and until 
recently the killing of wolves took place. 

When the killings got around to the 
animal rights groups and environmentalists, 
there was a big uproar. Many letters were 
written in defense of the Alaskan wolves. 
Many public hearings were held, attended by 
those who were opposed to the prohibition 
of wolf hunting and it became a controver- 
sial issue. 

The end result was, on February 12, 
1990, Alaska's Lt. Gov. Stephen McAlpine 
signed a state of Alaska regulation prohibit- 
ing land-and-shoot, same-day airborne 
hunting of wolves in all the national pre- 
serve units included in the national park 
system. 

For those who want to show their appre- 
ciation, drop a line to Stephen McAlpine, Lt. 
Governor, Juneau, AK 99811, thanking him 
for making the slaughter of wolves a state 
offense. The National Park Service, Alaska 
Regional Office, 2525 Gambell St., Room 
107, Anchorage, AK 99503-2892, can be 
credited with being against wolf huntingand 
opposing the hunters. 

— Flo Levine, Monsey, NY 

ed. note: I fear the situation is not so 
hopeful as you have been led to believe. Please 
read the letter below, which I received in late 
September from a long-time Alaska conserva- 
tionist, regarding the new wolf killing regula- 
tions: — JD 

Dear John, 

The lettertheNPS sentoutpertainingto 
land-and-shoot hunting is indeed deceptive. 
The Regional Office was intent on issuing the 
regulation, but the Governor's office and the 
Congressional delegation bullied Ridenour 
into backing off. The NPS folks who worked 
on this, not to mention the rest of us, are 
demoralized and furious. 

Wildlife activists, chiefly the Alaska 
Wildlife Alliance, have been trying to get the 
Board of Game to stop land-and-shoot hunt- 
ing for years. Only after the NPS was about 
to promulgate its own regulation did the 
State take action, and when no one's looking 
we expect the State to go back to business as 
usual. In fact the State's action made the 
situation worse by opening up some Game 
Management Units to land-and-shoot hunt- 
ing which were previously closed. For ex- 
ample all the GMUs around Denali NP are 
now open to land-and-shoot hunting/trap- 
ping (what it's called changes over the 
years).... 

— Dave 

Earth Firstlers, 

In my capacity as a night deliveryman, 

I often see, way into the wee hours, the 
deadly blue glow of electronic bug killers 
behind or in front of houses. 

The fiendish devices, with only the 
barest justification during a nighttime lawn 
party, are kept on ALL night, every night, 
destroying countless numbers of harmless 
moths and beetles, in addition to that little 
bloodsucker anopheles. (Hey, there's got to 
be an important econiche being filled by the 
mosquito.) 

So take a 3am journey through subur- 
bia. When you spy the sickly blue glow of a 
"bugzapper," DO SOMETHING. Listen to 
the snap, crackle and pop! as entranced in- 
sects hit the deathscreen, until your fury 
heats up. Approach and do one of the follow- 
ing: grab the whole device and dash it to the 
ground, then stomp it flat (very satisfying); 
using insulated snippers, cut the power cord, 
right where it enters the machine; stick an 
insulated ice pick through the screen and 
break the blue light tube. 

However you do it, don't electrocute 
yourself! And be discreet. Private property, 
y'know ... 

— Skeeter 

Ned Ludd readers, 

Just a quick reminder on the type of 
continued on page 6 
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bullets used in Remedy for the Cow Pie Blues 
(EF1, 8-90). The bullets remain in the carcass 
after you shoot it. Chances are that critter 
that scavenges the meat will ingest the bul- 
let. If it is a lead bullet, rather than steel shot, 
that scavenger can develop lead poisoning. 
The California Condor is a prime example of 
this. So use steel shot rather than lead. 

— David 

Dear Earth First!: 

I'd like to warn you about Bruce Piasecki 
and his efforts to "expose" Earth First! as a 
terrorist organization. 

Piasecki was at Clarkson University 
(Potsdam, NY) and is now a professor in the 
Urban and Environmental Studies Depart- 
ment at Renssalaer Polytechnic Institute 
(Troy, NY). He has published a couple of so- 
called "environmental" books includ ing one 
just released, In Search of Environmental Excel- 
lence: Moving Beyond Blame. He has a consult- 
ing firm, American Hazard Control Group, 
with mostly corporate clients. He's the kind 
of guy who helps corporate Earth rapists feel 
good about their crimes. He spins deceptions 
about corporate toxic waste disposal prac- 
tices that are cleverly hidden by public rela- 
tions campaigns (like "at XYZ Corp., every 
day is Earth Day!"). 

Now he's planning to write a book, 
Earth as Hostage, that will try to drag Earth 
First! through the mud. He aspires to writing 
something as good as Christopher Manes's 
Green Rage, but from the negative point of 
view. His primary thesis is that monkey 
wrenching is just like airport bombings by 
international terrorists or political execu- 
tions during the Russian Civil War. For 


example, check out the following book out- 
line that he's been sending around to his 
buddies for comment in which he compares 
Dave Foreman and Gerry Spence with Ad- 
olph Hitler and Heinrich Himmler! This guy 
is a sick opportunist who is relentlessly ex- 
ploiting the controversy around Earth First! 
for his own career advancement and book 
sales. 

Piasecki has a sidekick named Chris 
Hyne, one of his graduate students. Hyne 
has shown up at previous Earth First! Adiron- 
dack Rendezvous so he should be considered 
an infiltrator and t reated approp riately. 
f Piasecknives at 1 1 79 Maple Hill Road in 
fcastleton, NY 120.33-9063 (518-732-40 74)7* 
That's about fifteen miles’ southeast from 
Albany, NY. I'm sure he'd love to get some 
feedback from Earth Firstlers about what he's 
up to! 

— A Friend in New York 

Ed. note: The above letter was accompa- 
nied by an outline that included section headings 
like: Abbey's Role, Spence Manipulating the 
Media, Bar Talk Sr Civil Liberties, Charges 
Against EF!, Internal Dissension, Tree-sitter's 
Loyalty, Rage Tactics by EF!, Flag Burning Sr 
Flame Throwing, EMETIC Letters, Cattle Graz- 
ing Attacked, and On Natural Terror. — DT - 

Dear 'Brains: 

The fall solstice issue wreaked the havoc 
I've been dreading since the Bookchin attack 
first ruffled the Journal's pages. It seems the 
movement created to save Nature for her 
own sake is now poised to join the "save the 
world for humanity" crowd. 

No doubt about it — the Advisory 
Committee report marks the end of an era for 
Earth First! While 1 agree that one or two 
previous issues were a trifle stodgy, it wasn’t 
long before the Journal resumed its feisty, 
irreverent tone. Those who have been too 
"bored and angry" to read it since have done 
the editors and the movement a grave injus- 


AZ 5 Trial Set 


The long-delayed first trial of the Ari- 
zona 5 has been firmly set for December 4, in 
the US District Court in Phoenix. 

The trial will deal with charges of Con- 
spiracy against Dr. Mark Baker, Marc Davis, 
Dave Foreman, and PegMillett, charges that 
stem from a lengthy and expensive FBI 
campaign against Earth First! A separate trial 
or trials will be held later on other charges 
against Baker, Davis, Millett, and Ilse 
Asplund. 

Federal prosecutors remain set on mak- 
ing an example of Foreman. According to 


one published report, the feds have offered 
plea bargains to other defendants in this 
trial, hoping to entice one or more to testify 
that Foreman masterminded a grand scheme 
to destroy nuclear facilities. None of the 
defendants have accepted those offers. 

All of the defendants have pro bono or 
court-appointed attorneys, but court costs 
and other expenses are high and mounting. 
Donations to the defense effort can be sent 
to: Legal Defense Fund, PO Box 4666, Salem, 
OR 97302. 


tice. 

The self-inflicted ignorance of the 
Journal's detractors became glaring when 
they used a quote from a Journal article to 
describe the lifestyle, vegetarian and animal 
rights reporting they want. Maybe G.T. did 
read the article, only to have a faulty memory 
later identify the source as Z Magazine. 

No blasphemy, no humor, not outrage 
in the Journal? What about the Mirth First 
issue, the "Thank God for the Carnage" ar- 
ticle, the "Another Mormon on Drugs" 
bumpersticker? Judging by the parting shots 
of Foreman and Wolke, et. al., EF! is about to 
disavow the fact that overpopulation causes 
environmental devastation. Now there's an 
outrage! 

1 found the committee's assertion that 
the Journal quashes controversy laughable. 
How many other environmental publica- 
tions have devoted so much space (or any 
space) to internal squabbles? How many 
other editors have indulged critics who seem 
to care more about their egos than the cause? 

It's even more absurd to accuse the 
editors of regarding feminism as "juvenile" 
and "immature". After seeing so-called pro- 



Security Alert! 


I was recently contacted by a research 
assistant from Stanford University who 
asked to interview me for a study of my 
experiences with Earth First! The research is 
being done under the auspices of the Depart- 
ment of Industrial Engineering, which has 
ties with the timber industry and various 
odious corporations. The questionnaire 
included such items as: "Please list and de- 
scribe as many factions or coalitions that you 
can think of, that exist within EF!" Obvi- 
ously, whether it was designed to be or not, 
such a study would be useful to government 
and industry in their continuing efforts to 
disrupt and neutralize EF! and other grass- 
roots environmental groups. 

The research assistant is Kim Elsbach. 
Professor Robert I. Sutton is apparently 
supervising the study. I urge any EF!er asked 
to participate in such a study to refuse, or 
better yet agree and then answer the ques- 
tions with outrageous falsehoods. Those 
who have already participated should de- 
mand that their interviews be withdrawn 
from the study on the grounds that the 
consent form was misleading. (Universities 
are very sensitive about consent in research.) 
The less government and industry know 
about EF! the better. 

— Raging Greeny 

Dear EF!ers, 

1 am writing to warn people just how 
insidious agents infiltratinga group can be in 
getting your confidence. 

So far we have detected three possible 
plants in our group’s short existence. The 
first two were so wacko that I don't think 
they were government agents, only loonies 
drawn by the "terrorism" publicity smear, or 
else red herrings sent to confuse us. 

One was so easy to spot due to outra- 
geous statements that contradict everything 
EF! stands for (non-violence, recovery of 
habitat, no donations from corporations), 
that we threw him out after the first meeting. 
The other person said she wanted to start an 
EF! group and then used the tabloids 1 sent 
her to generate negative media (comparing 
us to the KKK!). The third, though, is serious 
business, a pro. This person called and said 
he had worked with an EF! group out west. 
He shows up for all meetings, writes a lot of 
good articles, is good at formulating strategy, 
and in general is a dream come true for a 
greenhorn like me. It's like George Hayduke 
stepping out of The Monkevwrench Gang to 
save your ass when you've bitten off more 
than you can chew (at least comfortably!). 
When I saw how this guy produces such good 
work — at a level of expertise indicating 
substantial experience — I wondered. It was 
too good to be true. 

Apparently it isn't true, since I have 
checked his references and no one has ever 
heard of him. It’s good we are not up to any 
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monkeywrenching because if we were we'd 
be in jail now, or maybe he'd be waiting to 
bust us for a bigger crime. 

This type of infiltration can happen 
more easily in an urban rather than rural 
setting since with millions more people you 
can't possibly know everyone and most 
people can’t give a good EF! reference be- 
cause they are new to EF! In this new group 
lots of good people have turned up. Being 
too choosy and suspicious can self-destruct a 
group by keeping good people from becom- 
ing active. On the other hand, being too 
trusting of strangers who talk a good line can 
destroy a group as well. 

So what to do? At first I thought there 
were two alternatives: 1) not let him know I 
know he's not legit and let him continue 
working hard for the group since we're 
strictly strictly non-violent and avoid even 
civil disobedience when legal activities 
(hard-hitting, media-oriented direct action) 
can be equally effective; or 2) interrogate him 
and put him on the spot and kick him out if 
he can’t give a reference who will support 
him. Either way, you risk being set up, or 
offending someone who is an important part 
of the group. There are also other considera- 
tions. You are not the only person involved; 
everyone active in the group is vulnerable. 
On the other hand, if you kick the person out 
of the group after determining that he or she 
is not legit, you risk having the group be 
infiltrated by another individual who will 
have learned not to give a reference that can 
be checked. 

New groups are easier to infiltrate than 
older groups since people don't know each 
other, a lot of the decision making may fall 
on a few, inexperienced people, and gener- 
ally one is eager for help. Here are some ideas 
for spotting plants: 

Likely to be trustworthy: 

1 . Local people who reveal personal informa- 
tion (jobs, childhood places, schools) that 
indicates long-term stability, especially 
when you can check these details. 

2. People open about their personal lives, 
introducing you to mates, kids, friends, 
home, telling you where they work, and 
details about their lives. When someone in 
the group introduces you to their family that 
person would have to either be sincere or 
part of a very elaborate and expensive set-up 
entailing renting a house and employing 
several other agents on a long-term basis. 

3. People who give an EF! reference that 
checks out, even if they are not locals. 

Likely to be plants: 

People who are mysterious and hard to pin 
down. If you are working with people in a 
group, sharing the same goals, you should 
wonder why someone who is an integral part 
of the group does not participate in the social 
chit-chat that sometimes follows meetings 
and actions, why you never pick them up at 


home for car-pooling, see their house, or 
hear details about their families, their lives in 
the past, etc. It is difficult to lie consistently 
if you are open and talkative and give a lot of 
details about yourself. 

I f someone has rema rkable skills in stag- 
ing actions without being able to explain 
how he/she acquired those skills, scrutinize 
that individual. Participation in the group is 
not a good gauge of authenticity. 

Instinct. Intuition and Caution 

There are exceptions to above rule. 
Some people are sincere but eccentric, and 
you just have to trust your instincts and 
intuition. It helps to have a couple of very 
trustworthy people with whom to discuss 
these individuals. 

A good way to check if a suspected 
infiltrator may be wearing a wire is to desig- 
nate a trusted group member as a "hugger." 
Thisperson's job will be to greet people in the 
group with a hug, or else the back-pats that 
are a part of male-male communication 
("huggers" should be women, because some 
men don't like to be hugged by other men). 
This gives you an opportunity to determine 
if is carrying a bug. From what 1 understand, 
the small of the back is the place where the 
tape recorder would be. 

Sex 

Sex can make even the most sincere 
and watchful person vulnerable to sharing 
sensitive information with an unknown 
factor. Unfortunately some of these FBI guys 
(or women) can be damned attractive. Infil- 
trators will likely be "single" and live in small 
inexpensive quarters. So whoever shares 
your bed, keep your mouth shut about sensi- 
tive information until you are absolutely 
sure this person can be trusted. Check refer- 
ences even if it means spending money on 
long-distance calls or being a pest. You are 
not the only one whose safety is at stake. 

An Informed Decision 

Ultimately everyone involved with EF! 
(sincerely, that is, not just to put a trendy 
publication on their coffee table), will have 
to deal with the basic choice of risk-taking for 
the Earth over absolute personal safety, and 
it is a realization that should be made early in 
the game. 

For now, we have decided to let the 
suspected FBI man remain in the group. He 
can't hurt us as much if we know who he is 
than otherwise. He also does a lot of work, 
and there is the 1% possibility that he is on 
the level and that I just haven't contacted the 
exact person he worked with. 

Getting too paranoid can paralyze you, 
and then you just play into the hands of the 
FBI and accomplish their objective of stalling 
EF! Make your decision with knowledge of 
the implications, stick to nonviolent civil 
disobedience, don't mix known EF! groups 
with monkeywrenching, and carry on! 

— As Nasty As I Wanna Be 


gressive publications decry feminine power- 
lessness, I've treasured the Journal's photo- 
graphs and articles about brave women tak- 
ing direct action. If promoting feminism 
means replacing women's actions with 
ecofeminist debates on the evils of abortion, 
we might as well take off our shoes and shop 
for maternity clothes, girls. 

According to the committee's commu- 
nique, the new EF! will cease holding the 
human race responsible for the mess we're 
in, and start blaming those comfortable 
scapegoats, Government and The Corpora- 
tion. I never thought EF! would parrot the 
delusion that the enemy is some inhuman 
juggernaut, instead of folks like Charles 
Hurwitz, Manuel Lujan, and the millions of 
people who cheer them on. 

It'll be Interesting to see how well the 
committee replaces the staff they've run off. 
I presume they understood the difficulties of 
reconciling wildly conflicting viewpoints 
before they appropriated the job. Sure the 
editors chose to omit Mike Roselle's letter. 
That hardly means they've allowed "barely 
any room for self-criticism" and "no oppor- 
tunities for change”. If there's been no 
change, whyhave mostofthe foundersof F.F! 
decided to find some other way to defend 
Mother Earth? 

Some of us will miss the Journal's pres- 
ent incarnation, even if it is "rigid and som- 
ber". Maybe that's why the FBI hangs on the 
Journal's every word — a distinction it 
shares, leftist readers will be glad to know, 
with the newsletter of the American Com- 
munist party. Tradition has it that most of 
the Communist newsletter’s subscribers are 
FBI agents. After reading the plans of the 
Committee to Fix Everything, I fear that such 
is the fate of the Earth First! Journal. 

— Leslie Lyon, Cedar City, UT 

Dear friends. 

Well, the September Journal was a bit of 
a surprise, but not a total surprise. It's been 
coming for a long time. I wouldn't devalue 
it as "excrement" though. One thing the 
Journal has done for years is to get me to 
think real hard about where I stand, and then 
try my ideas out in a practical setting (e.g. in 
handcuffs). This last issue has provided more 
food for soul searching than I've ever seen. 

I don't really know what the hell is 
happening with EF! Much less do I know 
where I stand. Like Howie Wolke, I'm not 
sure If the differences are in substance or just 
style. I’ve seen the EF! demographics change 
over the years, and I've heard the accusations 
levied by both sides ("old guard" vs "new 
guard’’?). What I have not seen is either side 
actually doing a great deal of what the other 
side accuses them of (except for accusations 
of screaming). Maybe I haven't had the right 
vantage point. 

1 agree that the Journal has become a bit 
boring lately. I don't think it had so much to 
do with what was printed (or not printed), 
but more a miasma of tension and uncer- 
tainty among the people putting it together. 

I say this because, in the recent issue where 
you reestablished your focus and format, 1 
sensed a fresh burst of energy and vigor even 
though the content was no different. Now 
you have reestablished your focus in a big 
way. I fear that the Journal and EF! will 
devolve into something useless, but I sense 
that you have made the right choices for 
yourselves, and I wish you well. Whatever 
you do. I'm sure you will be raising proper 
hell. May Vishnu shower your path with 
lotus petals. 

To "G.T.": As the designated spokes for 
the newitty bitty Journal committee, I would 
like to know who the hell you are. Who 
would I be communicating with if I partici- 
pate in next year's Journal? I know you want 
to be subversive, but you 're just being deceit- 
ful. 1 mean, the FBI knows who you are, but 
1 don't. Real slick! Also, while I found the 
endless stream of conservation biology ar- 
ticles to be a bit numbing, 1 also found that 
I could skip those parts and turn to what I 
wanted — one of the advantages of printed 
media. Moreover, some of that "science 
shit" is extremely fascinating if you can 
forego the need for instant titillation and 
read something longer than a paragraph. (In 
particular, I wish someone would collect 
George Wuerthner's articles into a single 
continued on page 13 
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A Japanese driftnet ship sits quietly in the night, letting its net sweep all living things from the 
surrounding waters. 


continued from page 1 

nylon gill nets drift freely upon the surface of 
the sea, hanging like curtains of death to a 
depth of 26 or 34 feet. Each night, the 
combined fleet sets between 28,000 and 
35,000 miles of nets. The nets radiate across 
the breadth of the North Pacific like fences 
marking off property. The nets are efficient. 
Few squid and fish escape the perilous 
clutches of the nylon. Whales and dolphins, 
seals and sea lions, sea turtles, and sea birds 
are routinely entangled. The death is an 
agonizing ordeal of strangulation and suffo- 
cation. 

Drift nets take an annual incidental kill 
of more than one million sea birds and a 
quarter of a million marine mammals each 
year, plus hundreds of millions of tons offish 
and squid. A few short years ago, the North 
Pacific fairly teemed with dolphins, turtles, 
fur seals, sea lions, dozens of species of birds 
and uncountable schools of fish. Today it is 
a biological wasteland. * 

The Japanese say their nets are taking 
fewer incidental kills now than a few years 
ago. This is true, but the reason the kills are 
down is simply that there are now fewer 
animals to kill. 

For many years, governments and envi- 
ronmental groups have talked about the 
problem. Nobody actually did anything 
about it. Sick of talk, the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society decided to take action. 

The Sea Shepherd II moved to Seattle, 
Washington in September 1989 to prepare 
for an expedition to intercept the Japanese 
North Pacific drift net fleet. We set our 
departure date for June 1990. Overhauls and 
refitting were completed by May to meet the 
targeted date. 

We were unable to leave Seattle. One of 
our crew was a paid infiltrator working, we 
believe, for the Japanese fishing industry. He 
successfully sabotaged our engine by pour- 
ing crushed glass into our oil, destroying our 
turbo-charger, and destroying electrical 
motors. Although we discovered the damage 
and identified the saboteur, we faced exten- 
sive repairs. 

The saboteur fled to Britain. We asked 
Scotland Yard to track him down and inves- 
tigate the incident. However, the damage 
was done and we were hardly in a position to 
cry foul. After all, we had already been 
responsible for destroying six whaling ships 
ourselves. The enemy had succeeded in 
striking a blow — it was as simple as that. We 
were down, but not for long. 

We immediately set to work to repair 
the damage. Thanks to an appeal to Sea 
Shepherd Society members, funds were 
raised to purchase a replacement turbo- 
charger. 

The Sea Shepherd II was prepared for 
departure again on August 5. We left Seattle 
and stopped briefly in Port Angeles on the 
Olympic Peninsula. Port Angeles resident 
and Sea Shepherd veteran David Howitt 
stopped by to visit us. He could not bring 
himself to leave. The ship departed with 
David on board. He had left his job and an 
understanding wife on the spur of the 
moment. We needed him and he knew it 
and that was reason enough to return to the 
eco-battles. He took the position of 1st 
Engineer. 

It was with confidence that I took the 
helm of our ship and headed out the Strait of 
Juan de Fuca for the open Pacific beyond. I 
had a good crew, including many veterans. 

Myra Finkelstein was 2nd Engineer. A 
graduate zoologist, Myra had worked for 
weeks in the bowels of the engine room to 
repair the damage to the engine. She was a 
veteran of the 1987 drift net campaign and 
the 1989 tuna dolphin campaign. In'addi- 
tion she had been a leader of the Friends of 
the Wolf campaign in northern British Co- 
lumbia where she had parachuted into the 
frigid and remote wilderness to interfere 
with a government sponsored wolf kill. 

Sea Shepherd Director Peter Brown was 
on board with the camera gear to document 
the voyage. Peter was also helmsman and my 
deputy coordinator for the expedition. 


Marc Gaede, who had sailed with us a 
year ago on the campaign off the Coast of 
Costa Rica, returned as our photographer. 
Trevor Van Der Gulik, my nephew, a lad of 
only 15 from Toronto, Canada, became — by 
virtue of his skills — our 3rd Engineer. Trevor 
had helped to deliver the Sea Shepherd from 
Holland to Florida in 1989. 

Also sailing with us this summer was 
Robert Hunter. Bob and I had both been 
founders of Greenpeace and he had been the 
first President of the Greenpeace Founda- 
tion. Bob had been the dynamic force be- 
hind the organization and ultimate success 
of Greenpeace. Like myself, he had been 
forced out of Greenpeace by the marauding 
bureaucrats who in the late 1970s ousted the 
original activists and replaced us with fund- 
raisers and public relations people. 

With Bob on board, 1 felt a little of the 
old spirit which got us moving in the early 
70s. We had no doubts: we would find the 
drift net fleets. 

Five days out to sea, we saw a military, 
ship on the horizon, moving rapidly toward 
us. We identified her as a large Soviet frigate. 
The frigate hailed us and asked us what we 
were about. I replied that we were searching 
for the Japanese drift net fleet and asked if 
they had seen any Japanese fishing vessels. 

The Russians said they thought the 
Japanese were a few days to the west. Then, 
surprisingly, the Soviet officer, who spoke 
impeccable English, said, "Good luck, it is a 
noble cause that you follow. We are with you 
in spirit." 

Eco-glasnost! Only a few years ago we 
battled the Russian whalers. In 1975 Bob 
Hunter and I had survived a Russian harpoon 
fired over our heads by a Soviet whaler we 
had confronted. In 1981, we had invaded 
Siberia to capture evidence on illegal whal- 
ing by the Russians. We had narrowly es- 
caped capture. Now, here we were being 
hailed by the Soviets with a statement of 
support. We have indeed made progress. 

In fact, the Soviets were allies in more 
than just words. On 29 May 1990, the 
Russians had seized a fleet of North Korean 
fishing boats with drift nets in Soviet waters. 
Japan was diplomatically embarrassed when 
it was discovered that the 140 supposedly 
North Korean fishermen in Soviet custody 
were in fact Japanese. 

On the eighth day out fromSeattle, I put 
the Sea Shepherd II on a course of due west and 
decided not to correct the drift. I felt that the 
drift would take us to the outlaws. Slowly we 
began to drift north of the course line. Forty- 
eight hours later, my intuition proved itself 
right. The sea herself had taken us directly to 
a drift net fleet. 

At 2030 Hours on August 12, we sailed 
into the midst of six Japanese drift netters. 
The fleet had just completed laying their nets 
— more than 200 miles of net in the water. 
The Japanese ships were each about 200 feet 
long, equal in size to our own. 

As y/e approached, the Japanese fisher- 
men warned us off, angrily telling us to avoid 
their nets. Our ship is a large 657 ton North 
Atlantic trawler with an ice strengthened 
bow and a fully enclosed protected prop. We 
were able to cruise harmlessly over the lines 
of floating nets. We made close runs on the 
vessels to inspect them closely. 

With darkness rapidly closing in, we 
decided to wait until morning before taking 
action against the ships. The Japanese ves- 
sels had shut down for the night. They 
drifted quietly. We waited out the night with 
them. | 

An hour before dawn they began to 
move. We moved with them. For three 
hours, we filmed the hauling in of mile after 
mile of net from the vessel Shurryo Maru #8. 
We watched the catch of two foot long 
squids being hauled into the boat along with 
incidental kills of sharks, sea-birds and dol- 
phins. The catching of the sea birds violated 
the Convention for the Protection of Migra- 
tory Birds,, a treaty signed between the US 
and Japan in March 1972. The nets impact 
more than 22 species of birds, 1 3 of which are 


protected by the treaty. It was to enforce this 
treaty that our ship and crew had made this 
voyage. 

The fishing boats were brilliantly illu- 
minated and the work on the deck could be 
^adequately filmed. As the power blocks 
pulled in the nets, the bodies of squid, fish 
and birds fell from the nets to the deck or 
back into the sea. 

We had the evidence we needed. We 
had seen the bodies of protected species in 
the net. For the next step we needed more 
light. It was painful to continue watching 
but it was imperative that we wait for dawn 
and the light we needed to properly film 
events. 

At 0540 Hours, there was enough light. 
We prepared the deck and the engine room 
for confrontation. We positioned our cam- 
eramen and photographers. I took the 
wheel. We brought the engine up to full 
power and charged across the swells toward 
the Shunyo Maru #8 whose crew were still 
hauling in nets. Our objective was to destroy 
the net retrieval gear. To do so, we had to hit 
her on an angle on her port mid-side. 

We sounded a blast on our horn to warn 
thejapanese crew that we were coming in. I 
piloted the Sea Shepherd II into position. We 
struck where intended. The ships ground 
their hulls together in a fountain of sparks 
amidst a screeching cacophony of tearing 
and crushing steel. The net was severed, the 
power blocks smashed. We broke away as the 
Japanese stood dumbfounded on their 
decks. 

One fisherman, however, hurtled his 
knife at photographer Marc Gaede. The 
knife missed Marc and hit the sea. The same 
fisherman grabbed a second knife and sent it 
flying at cameraman Peter Brown. Peter's 
camera followed it as it came toward the lens. 
It fell at Peter's feet. 

As we pulled away, 1 looked with satis- 
faction on the damage we had inflicted. One 
ship down for the season. On board our own 
ship, a damage control party reported back 
that we had suffered minimal injury. The 
Japanese ships were no match for our ice- 
strengthened steel reinforced hull. 

We immediately targeted a second ship, 
the Ryoun Maru #6. The Japanese were at- 
tempting to cut a large shark out of the net. 
Looking up, they saw us bearing down at full 
speed upon them. Eyes wide, they ran to- 
ward the far deck. 

We struck where intended. Again to the 
roaring crescendo of tortured metal, the 
power blocks and gear were crushed; the 
deck and gunnels buckled. The net was 
severed. 

We broke off and immediately set out 
for the third ship. By now, the Japanese 
realized what was happening. The first and 
second ships had been successfully Pearl 
Harbored. The third was not to be surprised. 
As we approached, she dropped her net and 
fled. We pursued. 

We then turned and targeted a fourth 
ship. She also fled, dropping her net in 
panic. We stopped and pulled up alongside 
the radio beacon marking the abandoned 
net. We confiscated the beacon. We then 
grappled the net, secured a ton of weight to 
one end and dropped it, sending the killer 
net to the bottom, two miles beneath us. We 
watched the cork line drop beneath the sur- 
face, the floats disappearing in lines radiat- 
ing out from our ship toward the horizon. 

On the bottom the net would be ren- 
dered harmless. Small benthic creatures 
would literally cement it to the ocean floor 
over a short period ofjtime. 

We cleaned up the remaining nets and 
then returned to the chase. For the next 
twenty hours, we chased the six ships com- 


pletely out of the fishing area. 

The next morning, we could look at 
what we had achieved with pleasure. Two 
ships completely disabled from further fish- 
ing, a million dollars worth of net sunk and 
destroyed and all six ships prevented from 
continued fishing and running scared. 

We had delivered our message to the 
Japanese fishing industry. Our tactics had 
been both effective and educational. Effec- 
tive in that we directly saved lives by shut- 
ting down a fleet, and educational in that we 
informed thejapanese fishing industry that 
their greed will no longer be tolerated. 

Our ship was only slightly damaged. 
Most importantly, there were no injuries on 
any of the ships involved. 

I turned the bow of ou r ship southward 
to Honolulu to deliver the documentation to 
the media and to begin again the tedious task 
of fund-raising which will allow us to mount 
further attacks against these mindless thugs 
slaughtering our oceans. 

As we headed south, we stopped repeat- 
edly to retrieve drifting remnants of nets. In 
one we found 54 rotting fish. In another a 
large dead mahi-mahi. In another a dead 
albatross. These "ghost nets" present an 
additional problem for life in the sea. Each 
day the large fleets lose an average or six 
miles of net. At present an estimated 10,000 
plus miles of ghost nets are floating the seas. 
These non-biodegradable nets kill millions 
of fish and and sea creatures each year. 
Decaying fish attract more fish and birds ... a 
vicious cycle of death and waste. 

Arriving in Honolulu, we berthed at pier 
eleven, ironically just in front of two fishery 
patrol vessels, one from Japan, the other 
from Taiwan. The crew of each scowled at us. 

We were prepared for the Japanese to 
attempt to lay charges against us or failing 
that to publicly denounce us. Instead, they 
refused to even recognize that an incident 
took place. 

We contacted the Japanese Consulate 
and declared that we had attacked their ships 
and had destroyed Japanese property. We 
informed the Consulate that we were ready 
to contest charges, be they in the Interna- 
tional Court at the Hague or in Tokyo itself. 
The Consulate told us he had no idea about 
what we talking about. 

Thejapanese realize they have nothing 
to gain by taking us to court and much to 
lose. Which means that we must return to 
the oceans and must escalate the battle. 

The Taiwanese drift netters are begin- 
ning to move into the Caribbean Sea. We 
must head them off. We must continue to 
confront the Japanese fleets, and we must 
take on the Koreans. 

Each net we sink will cost the Industry a 
million dollars. Each vessel we damage will 
buy time for the sea animals. Each confron- 
tation we mount will embarrass the drift net 
industry. 

This summer, we won a battle. How- 
ever, the war to end high seas drift netting 
continues. 

The Japanese, Taiwanese, and Korean 
drift net fleets can be driven from the oceans. 
We need only the will, the courage, and the 
financial support to do so. 

To help end drift netting, send checks to Sea 
Shepherd Conservation Society, POB 7000-S, 
Redondo Beach, CA 90277. Sea Shepherd is 
seeking crew for upcoming campaigns. Crew 
members are needed for both the Sea Shepherd 
II and the Society's new craft, the Edward 
Abbey. Especially needed are experienced navi- 
gators, engineers, mechanics, welders, electri- 
cians, cooks and medics. If interested, write for 
a crew application. 
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REDWOOD SUMMER 
CHRONOLOGY 

late Feb. — Mississippi Summer in the California Redwoods 
announced by Judi Bari and Darryl Chemey at Student Envi- 
ronmental Action Coalition Rally for the State of the Forests 
in Sacramento. 

early March — Story announcing plans for Mississippi Sum- 
mer in the California Redwoods goes out on the wires from a 
Santa Rosa newspaper. We're stuck with this baby now. 
April — Info packets go out to 450 colleges around the coun- 
try. Inquiries start pouring in. Judi tells me in phone 
conversation that logging is going "full tilt boogie". 

April — Death threats against Judi, Darryl and Greg King also 
accelerate. Phony press releases calling for violence in Red- 
wood Summer circulate. 

April — Mississippi Summer in California Redwoods becomes 
Redwood Summer, a call to fight speciesism and to defend the 
endangered Redwood ecosystem. Seeds of Peace offers their 
organizational skills to maintain a base camp and kitchen. 
IWW decides to co-sponsor. Other organizations - Earth 
Action Network, Mendocino Environmental Center, become 
involved. 

May 1 7 — Press conference in Ukiah to announce beginning 
of Redwood Summer, a campaign to slow logging in Northern 
California to a sustainable level and to defend the Redwood 
ecosystem, pushed to the brink of extinction by corporate 
greed. 

5/23 — Meeting in Berkeley with Earth First! and Seeds of 
Peace - 3 big actions/rallies (Samoa, Ft. Bragg and Redwood- 
r $tock) are planned, non-violence code is consensed on. 

5/24 — Bomb planted in Judi Bari's car explodes, severely! 
| injuring Judi and Darryl, the 2 key activists in Redwood j 
\ Summer. Hours later, shortly after Judi comes out of surgery , 

\ the two are arrested on suspicion of possessing and transport-! 
jing explosives. 

S/24 through 5/28 — Vigil at Oakland Jail until Danyl is 
released on bail. 

5/25 — Hundreds rally at Oakland protesting police and FBI 
frame-up of Judi and Darryl. 

5/26 — Vigils and rallies in solidarity with Judi and Darryl take 
place in several other locations around California, 
early June — Greenpeace jumps on board, committing sup- 
port in the way of equipment loans, non-violence preps, etc. 
early June — Redwood Summer offices set up: Areata, Sylvan- 
dale, communication central in Alderpoint, Mendocino En- 
vironmental Center in Ukiah, information central in San 
Francisco, Canyon, Sonoma. 

6/6 — 15 activists hike into Tailed Frog Grove, an old growth 
Pacific Lumber logging site near Eureka to delay logging. Cat 
and mouse action in the pouring rain, 8 arrests, logger 
captures 2 photographers and confiscates their equipment. 
6/7 — Log export protest at Sacramento Export Docks brings 
50 activists. 

6/10 — Base camp set up at Honeydew Creek in Humboldt 
County. 

6/19— Squirrel Brothers Tree Sit, Fortuna. Two day tree sit in 
P-L old growth grove, 4 tree sitters descended after a P-L 
climber deputized by police cut down their food supplies. 
6/20 — Support gathering for Redwood Summer in Riverside 
Park, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

6/20 — Samoa Demonstration: Over 750 people demon- 
v strated against log exports by L-P at their dock in Samoa near 
Eureka. Rally speakers include Alexander Cockbum, Bruce 
Anderson, Randy Hayes; followed by c.d. action. Hundreds 
of activists occupy a log truck at the entrance gate, backing up 
traffic for several miles. Total of 44 protes ters arrested; 1 1 of 
those bring the case tcTlTJury later in the summer in a 
sensational trial (the Lorax case) citing L-P’s criminal activity 
as their defense. 

6/21 — CDF deni es a THP on the Matt ole River o n cumulative 
impact-ground s, a first No doubt to avoid a~suit on~same" 
grounds^ " 

6/22 — Demo at Ukiah Courthouse at hearing on THP for 
Goshawk Grove (Sanctuary Forest). 

n>/22— Judi and Darryl arraignment. No charges filed but DAj 
[ expresses intent to charge them with blowing themselves up J 
(Case continued. Judi still in traction at an Oakland hospitaji 
6/25 — Vigils at P-L logging sites on Mattole. 

6/25 — Urban Earth Women action in Mill Valley: 14 women 
occupy P-L’s facility in Marin County dressed as mushrooms, 
insects, and stumps; presented demands including Fed-xing 
John Muir's "Mountains of California" to Charles Hurwitz, 
no more cutting of old growth, no more clearcutting and that 
Hurwitz undergo a 6 month rehabilitation in a clearcut with 
a loaf of bread and water. 

6/26 — 35 demonstrators picket P-L Northern California head 
John Campbell's house in Redway. 

6/26— Judi Bari's house is searched again. FBI still trying to 
fabricate a case. 

6/27 — 75 people protest P-L’s resubmission of Headwaters 
Forest THPs at CDF headquarters in Santa Rosa. Ron sets up 
a tent, vowing to maintain a vigil until CDF denies the logging 
plans. 

July 2 — Grandparents for Old Growth begin their weekly 
vigils at Pacific Lumber in Scotia. 

7/3 — Banner hanging near Sylvandale RS office in the red- 
woods: "Respect Your Elders / Save Ancient Forests". 

7/3— Judi released from traction after 6 weeks. 

7/4 — 4th of July parade in Mendocino. Ecothespians go in 
costumes representing other species. 

| 7/6 — CDF denies controversial Headwaters THPs. Major 
I victory for R.S. and EF!. It was EF! that identified, mapped, 
named and made Headwaters Forest an issue. Ron folds up his 
1 tent. 

7/7— Banners hung on route of Skunk Train's anniversary 
trip. Draped in view of popular tourist train (fenced from 
clearcuts by a thin line of trees) were banners reading "Save 
Our Old Growth." 

7/7 — L-P Mill, Willits, 4 hour picket line at plant gate along 
Hwy. 101. 

7/9 — L-P Chip Mill, Calpella, near Ukiah: over 100 people 
demonstrate. Counter-demo by yellow ribbons. 

7/9 — Grandparents for Old Growth vigil. 

7/10— R.S. base camp moves to Branscomb in northern 
Mendocino county. 


Redwood Summer 


By Karen Pickett 

The Redwood Summer poster said, "It's been said the 90' s 
will make the 60' s look like the SO' s ... (and) THIS IS WHERE THE 
90'S BEGIN ..." Was Redwood Summer a success? More 
importantly — did it live up to the poster? 

The 60's was a decade when a new kind of protest was 
bom and people fomenting change hit the streets in record 
numbers. At one point during the summer I took a 2 hour 
break from Redwood Summer madness and went to see the 
movie "Berkeley in the 60's”. I remember wondering, watch- 
ing the crowds surge down Telegraph Avenue to defend 
People's Park, what happened to all those people — why aren't 
they in the streets and woods fighting for the earth? I think 
we know where most of them are — entrenched in yuppie- 
dom and chained to internal combustion engines and a job 
in a concrete tower with no windows. But the environmental 
movement needs that many people — and many more — 
waking up to the fact that the planet is being killed and that 
the people killing it have names and addresses (as Utah 
Phillips said) and that we too are complicit unless we do 
something about it. 

Bringing the fight to save the last old growth forests into 
the consciousness of the public and involving them was part 
of Redwood Summer's success. Watching over 2000 people 
march down Highway 1 in Ft. Bragg yelling "Save the Old 
Growth! Earth First!," fists in the air, sent chills down my 
spine. Sure we need to do more than march and sure it feels 
symbolic at the moment, but we have to look deeper to really 
see the impact of Redwood Summer. Redwood Summer is 
unlike any campaign we’ve done before, and it only makes 
sense to keep trying new w^ys to be more effective on all 
fronts. How do we measure the success of a campaign? 
Certainly ngt by simply "winning" or "losing". Redwood 
Summer is a campaign that is infinitely easy to criticize, and 
I've heard many criticisms. Goddess knows, the self-criticism 
and assessment are important. We haven’t won yet. I 

But mv take on Redwood Summer is that it was success- 
C ful — very much so. Did we achieve our goals? Well, our goals., 
were rather ambitious — to slow logging in Northern Califor- 
nia down to sustained yield and to save the Redwood ecosys- 
tem from extinction. We did slow logging, not to sustained 
yield, but we did obstruct them in a big way. A third goal was 
t to brin y national attention to the plight of the forests, 
particularly in northern Ca lifornia. Redwood Summer did 
that. The Corporate plunder of old growth forests made it 
into the pages of Newsweek, the Washington Post, the N. Y. 
Times, the London Times and many other national and inter- 
national journals; footage from Redwood Summer is turning 
into several documentary films and our message was widely 
broadcast over TV and radio airwaves. 

In terms of raising the level of the debate, raising the 
general level of consciousness. Redwood Summer kicked butt. 
We brought in several thousand people from all over the 
country, put tools of activism in their hands and sent many 
home with a new understanding of forestry issues, of bio- 
diversity, of the environmental movement, and of direct 
/ action. Yes, in base camp there were flakes and hangers-on 
( and people who never did figure out why they were there/ 


You throw a party, announce it over the radio and some 
people are going to show up just for the free food. Earth First! 
is known for its good parties. But overall, many people were 
radicalized; many people learned about direct action and 
took that home with them to fight their-town's toxic waste 
dump or Forest Service logging plan. Many people already 
involved with EF! found themselves catapulted to leadership 
positions by the tidal wave of activity so that now there are 
considerably more people in our midst who can write a press 
release, do re-con, blather coherently to the TV cameras ... 
That process of empowerment should translate into more 
effective activists, more campaigns, more actions in defense 
of the old growth and biodiversity. More of what we need to 
do. Redwood Summer participants took home to their 
communities something valuable to the environmental 
movement at large. 

Of course, Redwood Summer was designed as a cam- 
paign, not a training ground; but some of the benefits and 
successes will be indirect and/or come about as a delayed 
reaction. If Save the Redwood League buys the grove of old 
growth in Mendocino, they w ill get the credit for saving the 
trees. But they would never have known about it, much less 
had their interest piqued had it not been for EF! direct action 
in the forest. Campaigns waged in Minnesota or Massachu- 
setts or Florida by activists who honed their skills during 
Redwood Summer will not bear the RS banner. Some of the 
radicalizing, raising of consciousness or effects of the burrs 
placed in the side of the corporate timber beast or the Forest 
Service will take a while to kick in. But EF!’s role has always 
been that of a catalyst. We often don't take the credit and run, 
and so it will be with Redwood Summer. -> 

This is true for EF!'s relationship to/in Redwood Summer 
as well. Redwood Summer is not characteristic of some "new 
EF!". Not at all. Redwood Summer had a life of its own right 
from the beginning. Earth First! was just a player, albeit a key 
player. It was an EF! campaign; Earth First! (as a slogan) was 
the inspiration; EF! as an organization (uhoh! the O-word!) 
was the catalyst. But besides the fact that it was a coalition 
(Seeds of Peace, Earth Action Network, IWW, local watershed 
groups, the Mendocino Environmental Center and others as 
well as EF!) it was truly its own creature. Redwood Summer 
was also an experiment. It was an experiment to see if we 
could garner support from other corners for old growth in a 
hard hitting no-compromise campaign, an experiment to see 
if without a structure or a process we could stage continuous 
waves of direct actions aimed at slowing the logging, to see 
how far our networking tentacles reached, to see how organ- 
ized a non-organization could attempt to be before things 
began to get diluted. 

As an experiment it put those involved to a test — 
stretching the skills and endurance of the organizers, who 
endeavored to keep their sense of humor about the "Redwood 
Hell" we found ourselves in. But in my mind the biggest 
success of Redwood Summer was that it happened at all. I 
haven't said it publicly, but the truth is when my psyche was 
first digesting the horror of the bombing of Jud i and Darryl, 

1 thought Redwood Summer was doomed. (Oh well. Maybe 
next year.) That doldrums perspective didn't last long, and 
the campaign regrouped in a truly amazing way without the 


THIS IS WHERE 


THE 



BEGIN 


W 



Redwood Summer 1990 


Page 8 Earth First! November 1, 1990 









\ 

Retrospective 

/ 


key organizers; regrouped in a way that put a clear message 
out about the commitment to keep the front line battle going 
to defend the planet. 

The critical eye must look from a perspective that recog- 
nizes that there were some very strong forces working against 
Redwood Summer; that it did happ en is a testam ent to the fact 
that it had a life of its own._S lt*s true, as the Montanans '! 
.--observed w hen they arri ved at base camp, that the scene wa s~ \ 
\ "sTiort mT organizers and tall on massage circles". That's wh y j 
\ we pufout a call for EF! organizers fr om all over the country / 
^to come and be part of the campaign.f As we all know (media 
stories and the image we present to the Freddies et. al. 
notwithstanding), we are a small group, and the percentage 
of long time California EFlers who were either physically or 
psychically injured or consumed by political and legal 
bullshit and fallout from the bombing and FBI infiltration 
was high. 

Redwood Summer was prolific in what it gave birth to. 
With a support system in place, many local watershed groups 
sprang up and they remain committed to direct action as a 
tactic. We achieved a level of scrutiny and monitoring of 
timber harvest plans heretofore unrealized. We developed 
relationships with groups like Greenpeace and Seeds of Peace 
that 1 believe will yield future benefits (read: effective cam- 
paigns) without compromising the EF! position; we devel- 
oped an amazing communications network (6-10 offices at 
any given time, eco-net hook-ups, borrowed fax machines 
and burning phone lines) wherein news of cointelpro books. 
National Lawyers Guild tips on dealing with the FBI, car pools 
and funny stories were exchanged as well as pertinent info 
regardingTHPs, CDF activity, action reports, legal maneuvers 
and planning for actions. Weekly Redwood Summer updates 
went out on Berkeley's 50,000 watt Pacifica radio station, and 
a S.F. paper ran weekly pieces on Redwood Summer activity. 

We found we could do some things that initially seemed 
damn near impossible. We found we could mobilize hun- 
dreds of people around preservation of biodiversity and old 
growth forest ecosystems. We could find funding and out- 
reach tools for a huge campaign without much of a process, 
hardly any bureaucracy and no hierarchy. 

When all is said and done, the sheer size and scope of the 
campaign and level of activity is staggering - as the 
northcoast's environmental rag put it: “scores of protests, 
hundreds of arrests, thousands of demonstrators, millions made 
aware of timber abuse..." There were several actions a week; 
there was something happening nearly every day for the entire 
summer. There's a lot that’s not included in the accompany- 
ing chronology. There was nearly a crisis a day — Judi's police 
guard being pulled without notice from her hospital room; 
the truck hauling the kitchen to base camp breaking down; 
the porta john contract being canceled; funding crises; base 
camp being evicted (twice) ... On the positive side are the 
many actions, benefits and events in other locales around the 
country in support of and in solidarity with Redwood Sum- 
mer. Information centers for RS operated in New York, 
Minnesota, Pennsylvania and several other states. But most 
importantly there were people out there every day, in the 
woods, in the courts, in the CDF offices, at the corporate 


by Zack Stentz 

Osprey Grove is dead. The old growth redwood stand 
that Navarro Ridge neighbors and Redwood Summer activists 
spent all summer defending has largely ceased to exist, and 
none of our lamentations or Louisiana Pacific's lame "apolo- 
gies" can alter the fact. In this article I aim to set the record 
straight on what actually transpired in the Grove and hope- 
fully extract some lessons from the experience that may help 
us save some of the north coast's other residual pockets of old 
growth forest. In writing this, I 'm also trying to come to terms 
with some of the grief and shock that I still feel from 
witnessing the Osprey Grove destruction, for though the 
acreage cut was small, the magnitude of the crime committed 
there cannot be understated. But before I cover the events of 
September 1 2 and 1 3 in detail, 1 should briefly review the first 
battle for Osprey Grove. 

OSPREY GROVE I 

Osprey Grove was the name hastily stuck to an approxi- 
mately 10 acre stand of old growth redwood and Douglas-fir 
trees plugged into a steep ravine on the side of Navarro Ridge 
in Mendocino County. The grove was part of a larger area of 
second growth forest belonging to Louisiana Pacific, who, 
while negotiating with the neighbors over details of the cut, 
neglected to inform them of the old growth existence. In- 
stead, the neighbors learned of the old growth on July 16, 
when they heard the unmistakable crash of an ancient red- 
wood being felled. Enraged by L-P's deceit, some of the 
neighbors formed Friends of the Osprey Grove (named for an 
osprey nest located in the grove) and vowed to stop the 
logging in the courts. 

In the meantime, they called in Redwood Summer 
activists to help. The activists put wave after wave of nonvio- 
lent demonstrators into the grove over a three day period. 
They halted the logging with their bodies long enough for the 
court to issue a Temporary Restraining Order to prevent 
further cutting, though thirty-nine demonstrators were ar- 
rested and several assaulted and injured by Lee Susan, L-P's 
registered Professional Deforester. 

Though the motion to stop the cutting of Osprey Grove 
was eventually defeated in court, the combined pressure 
forced L-P to enter into negotiations with Save the Redwoods 
League to sell Osprey Grove and fifty surrounding acres for 
conversion into parkland. Negotiations continued for almost 
two months, with Save the Redwoods League sending a letter 
the week of September 2-8 offering to buy Osprey Grove and 
surrounding timberland for "fair market value." Meanwhile, 


offices, standing up for the old growth. 

What kind of score does that add up to in terms of the 
spotted owl, the 2000 year old redwood tree, the marbled 
murrelet? While they are still riot ensured of their survival in 
the long term, RS did up the ante in the timber wars for 
everyone - for the Sierra Club, for Save the Redwoods League, 
for the politicians, for the timber communities. RS not only 
raised the issues for people in Iowa and Connecticut, but it 
demonstrated that thousands of people will come out and 
stand up for old growth and endangered species and the 
earth. 

In the short term the campaign probably polarized the 
timber communities even more than they had been. But it's 
like voting for Nixon to bring on the revolution — the level 
of controversy needs to be raised before it can be quieted. 

Even though the polarization sometimes translated into 
violence and also into non-cooperation from police agencies 
(who didn't investigate or prosecute incidents of violence), 
the dialogue and interaction, hostile though it may have 
been, was significant in the big picture. The interaction with 
loggers is not a matter of taking on the cause of the loggers — 
or even seeing the parallels — that the locals see us as the 
villains, as the reason the mills are closing, is an obstacle to 
our work because it throws a smokescreen over the realities of 
corporate greed and over cutting. But there is a parallel 
between the loggers who blame the environmentalists and 
the environmentalists who blame the loggers while in the 
background the corporate dogs rake in the bucks and the trees 
go down. While I don't think we made many new friends this 
summer in the Northern California counties, the interaction 
was part of what needs to happen if we are ever to stop the 
destruction. 1 don't think we'll win over the locals in a big 
way, there isn't time to win over their hearts and minds, but 
the reality of the situation will click in for some people the 
way the concept of old growth clicked in for the mush brained 
masses after EFlers shouted the words for several years. 

As an example of the people who were brought to 
Redwood Summer, I look to the group of people I was in jail 
with after our blockade in Murrelet Grove — among them a 
19-year-old woman from Massachusetts doing her first C.D., 
a woman from Minnesota who came to Redwood Summer 
because she heard about the bombing, and Dakota from 
Louisiana who told a reporter, "I just started crying, seeing 
these old trees just laying there dead ... the loggers were 
yelling at us, pushing stuff at us and we're yelling back and 
saying don't cut this tree. I’m pretty much of a non- 
confrontational person but I just hugged that tree and it was 
so big I couldn't see the people around the bend.. ." The logger 
put down his chain saw. 

Are Dakota and the others empowered enough to go out 
and do their own action in defense of a Louisiana swamp or 
a Minnesota hardwood forest, or against a toxic waste dump 
in Massachusetts? Some are, some aren’t, but I think the 
percentages are pretty good and the point is we escalated the 
battle, we got in the way of the destruction of the ecosystem 
constantly and however we could. To a large degree that's the 
only way we can gauge "success" — are we still out there 
fighting? You bet your ass we are. 


we all thought Osprey Grove was safe. Navarro Ridge neigh- 
bors heard the sound of machines coming from the woods 
below, but were assured that it was only Bob Pardini’s crew 
removing the trees that had been cut down in July. 

OSPREY GROVE II 

On the morning of September 12, the sound of chain- 
saws was heard again in Osprey Grove. Neighbor Steve 
Heckeroth went with his video camera to the Grove and was 
met with a torrent of verbal abuse from Pardini's loggers, who 
were in the process of cutting it. The neighbors put out a call 
for assistance. We were taken by surprise and were still 
recovering from Redwood Summer exhaustion. We were 
only able to muster about a dozen people, and only two of us 
ventured into the woods. I arrived at about 9 a.m. and 
attempted to persuade the loggers to stop cutting. Like Steve, 
I was rewarded with threats and insults "Where are you 
from?" asked one logger. 

"Fort Bragg," I answered. 

"Yeah, well I'll be looking for you," he said icily. 

I spent the morning darting through the upper half of 
the Grove, while one logging crew cursed me and others tried 
to encircle me. When they came perilously close I would exit 
out the side of the Grove, wait a few minutes, then re-enter the 
woods and start the chase over again. It didn't stop the 
cutting, but I hoped it would slow them down a bit, as each 
minute the loggers chased me was one minute they weren't 
cutting an ancient redwood. Finally the top border of the 
Grove was ringed with loggers and security people and owner 
Robert Pardini, who dared me to re-enter the Grove, presuma- 
bly so he could beat the living daylights out of me. “Come 
on," Pardini said, "I'll even let you have the first punch." I 
kindly declined his offer and on the advice of the neighbors 
and fellow Earth Firstlers, I didn't re-enter the woods alone 
that day. 

Logging stopped about 3 p.m., though whether from our 
actions or the brisk winds that sprang up that afternoon is 
unknown. From the top of Osprey Grove the damage didn't 
look very severe; logging had been concentrated toward the 
bottom of the Grove (and up to 200 feet outside the area 
marked on the timber harvest plan, as it turned out). That 
evening three of us entered Osprey Grove to inspect the 
damage. It was disheartening; over sixty percent of the grove 
had been pulled out. The living forest we had defended injuly 
with its abundant wildlife and rich, multi-layered canopy was 
now a wasteland, the soil ripped by machines and open to the 
sky. The opposite side of the valley, also once lush with 
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7/10 — Banner hung on Route 17 between Santa Cruz and San 
Jose in the Bay Area: "Defend California Rain Forests / 
Redwood Summer". 

7/11 — Board of Forestry meeting, Santa Cruz: Earth First! and 
Redwood Summer representatives testify re: the Board’s con- 
sideration of emergency regulations for protection of the 
spotted owl. R.S. presents "California Ancient Forest Ecosys- 
tem Protection Resolution." 

7/12 — R.S. people attend forestry team review of THPs in 
Mattole watershed at CDF in Fortuna. 

7/12— Judi moves from Highland Hospital to a rehab center 
to begin intensive physical therapy. 

7/14 — Demo attended by 50 R.S. protesters at Jackson State 
Forest, heavily impacted by clearcuts to compensate private 
industry for log exports. A demonstrator's car windshield 
smashed by projectile from a passing vehicle. 

7/16 — Lorax trial begins. Support rally at Eureka courthouse. 
7/16 — Protest at Demonstration Forest, scheduled for 
clearcutting by CDF on Hwy 20. 

7/16 — Press conference, Oakland: Coalition of peace, labor, 
environmental groups call for a Congressional investigation 
of the bombing of Judi Bari and Darryl Cherney and de- 
nounce police and FBI smear campaign against Bari and 
Cherney, Redwood Summer and EF! 

7/18 — Osprey Grove occupation: 50 R.S. activists go into an 
old growth grove in an L-P cut on the Navarro River where 
nests of spotted owls and ospreys have been found. 10 arrests, 
confiscation of video and camera equipment, harassment. 
7/19 — Rock throwing ambush attack on R.S. protesters in 
Osprey Grove. 12 more arrests as people continue to block 
logging while working to obtain an injunction. Loggers 
threaten to remove protesters "in pieces". Osprey Grove 
arrests now total 38. 

7/19 — R.S. activists dog CDF review team, Fortuna. 

7/20 — Protesters at L-P main gate, Osprey Grove. R.S. locals 
convince L-P and gypo logger to allow them to do a review of 
the site and negotiate a settlement. 

7/20 — Vigil at Ukiah courthouse for protesters arrested in 
Osprey Grove. 

7/20 — Demo at L-P plant, Ukiah. 

7/21 — Over 2000 people turn out at Georgia Pacific's Fort 
Bragg mill for a protest rally against their liquidation logging 
practices. Rally is followed by awesome march through Ft. 
Bragg to the plant, blocking Hwy. 1. Large counter demo of 
yellow ribbon thugs comes nose to nose with R.S. protesters 
in the streets. 

7/23 — Rally at Eureka courthouse as jury selection in Lorax 
trial continues. 

7/23 — Grandparents for Old Growth, Scotia, are joined by 
San Francisco based Elders for Survival. 

7/23 — TRO granted on Osprey Grove based on spotted owl. 
First court order issued under Board of Forestry's new emer- 
gency regulations banning logging that harms spotted owl 
habitat. 

7/23— Demo on Wall St., NY against MAXXAM/P-L by EF! NY 
in solidarity with R.S. 

7/23 — Squirrel Brothers go on trial for tree sit. Rally at 
courthouse. 

7/24 — Demo at P-L in Mill Valley. 

7/24—17 R.S. protesters chain themselves to 2 P-L log site 
gates in Headwaters Forest area, Humboldt County. Four of 
the arrested men have their heads forcibly shaved at the jail, 
one is assaulted. 

7/24— J udi moves from Rehabilitation Center to a safe house. 
Still in a wheelchair and a great deal of pain, but she's back to 
organizing. 

7/25 — Action bylocalson Route 20 against cuttingof trees by 
Cal Trans. 

7/26 — R.S. shows up once again at CDF's meeting in Fortuna. 
7/26 — Logging truck tries to run R.S. attorney Mark Harris off 
the road. 

7/27 — Karissa arrested at Eureka jail for doing jail support 
(holding a sign). 

7/27 — R.S. participant from Texas kidnapped from parking 
lot in Garberville by 3 men, calling him a hippie and an EF!er, 
taken to woods, relieved of his clothes and beaten. No follow 
up by the sheriff. 

7/27 through 7/30 — Sequoia National Forest Rendezvous. 
Tule Indian Tribe welcomed us. 

7/30 — Destruction of National Forests brought into Redwood 
Summer campaign when 300 protesters staged an early 
morning march down several miles of logging road and 
occupied an active logging site in Sequoia National Forest. 
The video cameras whirred as they panned devastated earth. 
All logging in the National Forest shut down for the day. 
7/30 — Grandparents for Old Growth action, Scotia. 

7/30 — Three tree climbers attempting to tape record marbled 
murrelets in old growth being cut by P-L are arrested in the 
woods. 


7/31— Vigil at P-L/MAXXAM in Mill Valley. 

7/31 — Carlotta demo: C-D action at Carlotta Fisher log deck 
(P-L). At issue is logging in Headwaters watershed (Murrelet 
Grove). 

7/31— Two Redwood Summerites begin a fast on the steps of 
the Natural Resources Building in Sacramento demanding 
that the Board of Forestry halt logging of old growth imme- 
diately on private and public lands. The fast elicits support of 
Dick Gregory for R.S. campaign and old growth. 

7/31 — Base camp moves to Six Rivers National Forest. 
August 1 — Osprey Grove injunction denied. But publicity 
has gleaned interest from Save the Redwoods League who 
maypurchaseold growth grove from L-P. Negotiations begi n . 

i SeedT.' 


8/5 — L-P declares moratorium on logging in Osprey Grove for 
purchase negotiations to take place. 

8/5 — Demonstration by R.S. and locals after 24 approved 
THPs are discovered for 9000 acres in Sprowel Creek water- 
shed. Water Quality Board filed a non-concurrence because 
of the operator's failure to reveal cumulative impact. 
8/6-8/8 — Sacramento: State Board of Forestry meeting to 
continue consideration of spotted owl and cumulative im- 
pact rules. R.S. activists there testify as representatives of the 
spotted owl and other non-homo sapiens, and present the 
final version of the R.S. recommendation. 

8/7 — Demo and blockade at P-L's Carlotta log deck (largest 
redwood log deck in the world). 
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8/8 — Some of the 30+ people who had been In the woods In 
Murrelet Grove for 2 days, some chained to equipment, were 
arrested. 

8/8 — 2 Sequoia National Forest Rendezvous organizers served 
with violations related to alleged "damages”. 

8/9 — Lorax case ended in a hung jury, 7-5 for acquittal. 
Defense was able to introduce the necessity argument based 
on L-P violations of the Clean Water Act for the dumping of 
toxics into Humboldt Bay. Dr. Seuss's book, The Lorax, was 
read to the jury. 

8/10 — Base camp moves to 2nd location in Six Rivers Na- 
tional Forest, narrowly missing visit by National Guard, 
friends of the Freddies. 

8/1 1— Children's action at P-L/MAXXAM in Mill Valley. 60 
people. 

8/14 — Demo at FBI headquarters in San Francisco to "Defend 
Mother Earth and Sister Judi" brought some 200 people to the 
steps of the evil empire. Judi’s first public appearance since 
being bombed. Representatives from American Indian 
Movement, Black Panthers and other groups told of FBI har- 
assment. Simultaneous demo at FBI offices in Eureka. 
8/17— Peckerpole Demo: 30 local activists picket Harrah 
Lumber mill protesting their practices of cutting baby trees 
(l.e., everything) and planned subdivision. 

8/17 — Some 65 demonstrators attempt a citizen's arrest of P- 
L president John Campbell as he speaks at a timber meeting 
at Simpson Timber Company offices. Campbell tried to duck 
out in his car. When demonstrators blocked his path, he 
gunned the engine and one of the protesters became a hood 
ornament as Campbell drove 1/2 mile down the road. 

8/18 — In the coastal town of Elk, local residents organized as 
Breakfast First! met crews on a logging road to an L-P clearcut 
that is trashing the town’s water supply. After the protesters 
had breakfast with the loggers, the sheriffs announced there 
would be no logging that day. Suit filed in court against 
logging plans. 

8/18 — Vigil at John Campbell's house to protest his auto 
assault on hood ornament Bob. 

8/20-26 — Take Back the Redwoods Week.On-going actions. 
8/20 — Banner hung at Founder's Grove across Interstate 101, 
which was closed for several hours. 

8/21 — Rally and Lock-in at MAXXAM Headquarters in L.A. 
8/21 — In a wild melee, 34 people were arrested inside Mur- 
relet Grove after two daysof barricading logging roads and cat 
and mouse activity. The activists marched into and occupied 
the grove, circled old growth trees being cut and ultimately 
succeeded in shutting down logging operations. The shut- 
down occurred after bulldozers chased the protesters, push- 
ing mounds of dirt at them and rolling huge logs at them. 
Gunshots were fired in thegir, and loggers chased and 
physically held blockaders.CijQire activist was treated at a 
hospital and th en jailed after a P-LfruCicdrove over his leg 
when he slipped and fell in the road. 

8/21— Action at MAXXAM Headquarters in L.A. 

8/22 — Bicycle action in Willits: Sherwood Road had families 
on bicycles wearing signs defending old growth trying to 
dialogue with log trucks headed for town. "Dialogue" in- 
cluded the brandishing of a tire iron and ripping up of a 
banner by one truck driver. 

8/22 — Gualala: R.S. activists went into the woods to stop 
logging by L-P that is damaging local water supplies. Some 
loggers became abusive, no arrests, locals file suit for a TRO. 
8/24 — Three R.S. demonstrators conduct a "hostile takeover" 
of MAXXAM Corp. at Pacific Lumber/MAXXAM mill office in 
Scotia while 50 people demonstrate outside. After presenting 
a new corporate structure plan, the 3 were arrested. Counter- 
demo of yellow ribbons had almost the same chants as R.S. 
demonstrators ("Save Our Jobs!" vs. "Save Your Jobs!"). 

8/27 — TRO granted in Gualala watershed. L-P is now faced 
with 10 lawsuits on its Mendocino county holdings. 

8/27 — Class liberation, Humboldt State University: About 20 
women invaded a class taught by Carleton Yee, also on the 
State Board of Forestry. They demand the college teach the 
Gaia principle rather than corporate forestry. Yee fled the 
classroom and called the police. 

8/28 — R.S. Flotilla, Richardson Bay: Peace Navy, Marin 
Greens, W. Marin Action Group team up with R.S.-ites to 
protest liquidation of the ancient forests. 

8/29 — WE CARE (industry group) press conference claiming 
acts of sabotage. Sahara Club co-founder at press conference; 
later at Areata Action Center taking pictures, he is kicked out. 
8/29 — Base camp moves to Fembridge. 

8/29 — Action at P-L in Marin by R.S., EF!, Pledge of Resistance, 
W. Marin Action Group, EPOCA. 

8/30 — Bomb threat by Sahara Club at Areata Action Center. 
Suspect is chased through streets - later captured & charged. 
September 1-2 — Red wood stock — 2 days of music, meetings^ 
workshops and speeches attended by 800-1000 on the banks 
of the Eel River near Femdale — is the closing event of 
Redwood Summer. (Organizers had to go to court in 5 
separate cases and the ACLU had to intercede in the weeks 
before in order for the rally and march to take place.) 

9/3 — Some 700-800 Redwood Summer demonstrators 
wound up the campaign by marching 4 miles down Highway 
101 to the Pacific Lumber facility in Fortuna. We were met i 
along the way by loggers and locals hurling eggs, insults and 
anger; but we effectively disarmed the rowdy crowd at the P- 1 
L gate by sitting down en masse before marching back to the 
Redwoodstockcamp site. A number of timber workers joined 
the march for periods of time in order to talk to the environ- 
mentalists. It was tense, it was intense, it was awesome. Only 
one arrest — a local for drunkenness in public. 

^973-Banner hanging and press conference by R.S. Biodiyer^ 
sity Action Team: 1-80 in Central Valley. 

9/4-All charges dropped in Lorax case. 

9/6 — ACLU and R.S. file suit against Humboldt County 
Sheriff's Department for violation of constitutional rights 
based on the head shaving incident. 

9/12 — L-P, without warning and in the midst of purchase 
negotiations with Save the Redwood League, cut most of 
Osprey Grove in violation of their own moratorium. 1 2 trees 
remain. They later publicly apologize for this spite cut. 
October 3-Forest Service charges dropped against Sequoia 
organizers. 

CORPORATE FALL BEGINS! 

— Karen Pickett 


The Medicine Stump 


by Daniel Dancer 

1 was conceived in the redwoods; or at least the thought 
of me was. My dad worked as a backcountry ranger in Sequoia 
National Park and my mother joined him there after they 
married. Amongst the giant trees — "ambassadors from 
another time," talk of children began. Perhaps it is in 
thought, especially in places sacred like this, that life begins. 
For me it seems so, such is my love for old trees. 

Some 40 years later I left my Kansas farm with my wife 
and baby to participate in Redwood Summer. Upon arriving 
at base camp we quickly found ourselves caught up in the 
planning of an action for an area called Navarro that was 
being logged illegally. [See Osprey Grove article.] 

After the action, we camped in massive clearcut in the 
hills above Ft. Bragg. It was an eerie place — ravaged and out 
of balance. We were perched on a level spot bulldozed out of 
the mountain side which had served as a "landing" for the 
loading of the ancient trees. As I wandered about this dead 
zone of massive burnt stumps and slash an idea began to 
form. 

Dominating the foreground was an immense stump 10 
feet tall and perhaps 30 feet around. Nailed upon it was a large 
paper "bull’s eye." Shells were scattered about and the old 
stump was riddled with bullet holes. 1 ripped off the target 
and sat down feeling the presence of an evil I had rarely con- 
fronted. I was chilled by its depth and disregard for life. I felt 
little hope for a species that could so thoroughly denigrate 
one of the Earth’s true elders. I thought of the corporations 
liquidating the last stands of redwoods they "own " (as if such 
beings can really be "owned") at a rate 320% over sustainabil- 
ity to pay off junk bonds on Wall Street. I thought of how 
environmentalists are blamed for the loss of logging jobs 
when in fact the loss is caused by automation, overseas 
shipping and the processing of logs in Mexican mills. I 
puzzled over the inability of the loggers to realize that they are 
being sold out by their bosses and that soon there will be no 
jobs due to overcutting and short term thinking. 

As those who live in timber country know, loggers fly 
yellow ribbons from their car antennas to signal their solidar- 
ity with the wood products industry. We planned to fly both 
yellow and green ribbons from our cars to put across the idea 
that we were acting in their best long-term interests — that re- 
ally, they were on our side but just hadn’t realized it yet. I had 


been given two such spools to distribute to other activists. 1 
felt them in my pocket as 1 sat beside the austere blackened 
mass that was once an ancient living tree. It was time for some 
healing "eco-art" and this was the perfect place for it. 

While the fogbank floating below the mountain side 
swallowed the setting sun, I criss-crossed the old stump with 
yellow and green ribbon. From a discarded beer can I cut three 
shiny strips of metal and attached them in a sunburst pattern 
to where the yellow and green intersected. I found empty 
plastic containers lying about and from them cut two yellow 
and two white arrows which I placed at the four directions, all 
pointing inward to the sunburst. It was dark when I finished 
and I explained to my wife over dinner what the sculpture 
signified. 

"It's a medicine stump" I declared. "First, it's an apology 
to the redwood spirit for mankind's ignorance and greed 
which is at the root of such massive forest destruction. 
Second, it is a prayer for the healing of ravaged forests like this 
everywhere; and third, it's an appeal for the unification of the 
yellow and green camps. Sustainable forestry, which Includes 
ancient forest protection, is the only way any semblance of a 
logging lifestyle can be preserved in the Pacific Northwest. 
Timber workers have got to realize this. If we could join forces 
we could force the corporations to end their liquidation 
logging. Divided as we are now, they will continue to have 
their way not only with the redwoods, but with all the forests 
until nothing is left. United, we can beat them." 

In the morning fog I placed four owl feathers at each of 
the cardinal directions on top of the stump. I gathered thistle, 
mint, yarrow and some other wildflowers — all growing 
nearby, and carried them into the burnt heart of the old one. 
I sat inside the beaten giant and prayed for our last remaining 
wild forests. 

Can "eco-art" like this really make a difference? Who 
knows. I believe it can, as does anyone who seeks help from 
the higher powers, however they are named. Eco-sculptures 
like the Medicine Stump, are a personal way of putting prayer 
into action — Of blending environmental activism with spiri- 
tuality. Deep-ecology art one might call it — a way of 
collaborating with the imagination of the Earth. In so 
creating, it is a method of declaring a particular site, clearcut 
or overgrazed prairie, polluted shoreline or whaleless sea, 
sacred ground. Eco-sculptures are simply appeals on the 
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continued from page 9 

greenery, was now in open view, revealing the scarred hill- 
sides of an older timber cut; one clearcut staring at another. 
As I looked up at the blue sky I saw a lone osprey circling 
overhead, surveying the remains of the forest named in its 
honor. 

I spent the predawn hours of September 13 with my 
mother, Anna Marie, on the edge of Osprey Grove observing 
the lights of the guards within and waiting for reinforcements 
to arrive. Only three more people showed up, but we were 
determined to do what we could, so the five of us spread out 
along the top of the Grove. Again we tried to speak with the 
loggers and again we were verbally abused and threatened. 
Though we were at times perilously close to the trees being 
cut, the loggers showed no sign of slowing down. I don't 
know what was more horrifying, watching the ancient trees 
being cut or witnessing the attitude of the people cutting 
them. They enjoyed what they were doing, and wanted us to 
know it. "The joy of malice," one person called it, and I had 
to agree. Did they care that they were destroying some of 
Mendocino County’s last old growth? "There’s millions of 
board feet set aside in parks," a logger said. He couldn't bring 
himself to use the word trees or forest to describe redwood 
ecosystems, only cold hard economic terms like "board feet" 
or "standing inventory." 

The carnage we witnessed and the callousness of the 
people perpetrating it took its toll on u s — we all cried. When 
we left the Grove we encountered Robert Pardini and our old 
nemesis Lee Susan, lounging against a tree with a smirk on his 
face. "How's Judi's pelvis?" Pardini asked, then laughed. Did 
we respond in an abusive manner? Yes, but I don't think 
anyone could blame us at that point. Given the enormity of 
Susan's and Pardini's crimes, against the forest, against the 
neighbors, and against the demonstrators (Susan had beaten 
one young man with an axe handle back in July) our verbal 
abuse was a restrained response. 

At that point some of us then proceeded to Steve's house 
to check the status of the legal case. An appeal had been filed 
in San Francisco that morning, and word on its result was 
expected any moment. A matter of minutes would determine 
if there was anything left to save. In the meantime, Anna 
Marie and another activist had returned to the Grove, with 
Kay Rudin videotaping the proceedings. Susan and L-P’s 
security men. Jack Sweeley and Richard Goss, went after 
them, at which point Anna Marie dove into the hollowed out 
interior of a giant redwood while Kay warned the men that 
they had no legal right to touch the demonstrators. Legally, 
the men were obligated to stop the logging and have the 
Sheriffs Department come and remove the demonstrators. 
They refused to do so. 

When I arrived, Kay and Anna Marie were arguing with 
the men, while another demonstrator kept running around 
another part of the Grove, distracting loggers. "I'd like to drill 
him a third eye, " a logger said. When I saw three men grouped 
threateningly around my mother, I got extremely agitated. 
Though Sweeley and Susan were unbelievably hateful, I 
persuaded Goss to let me in to see my mother "to talk her out." 
And indeed I asked her if she wished to leave; when she 
refused, I sat down in the tree and stayed with her. 

The loggers continued to log, sometimes barely twenty 
feet from our faces. We stayed put, determined to save at least 
the tree were sitting in. We got depressed. Wecried. Wetried 
to lift our spirits by singing, but all we could remember were 


"The Internationale" and "Happy Birthday" (it was my 
twenty-first birthday that day). 

Then Steve returned with the first good news of the day. 
Supervisor Liz Henry had spoken with L-P vice president Joe 
Wheeler and had persuaded him to stop cutting. The logging 
had to stop. When Goss was told of the order he replied, "I 
have to hear it from him.” 

"Go call him," Steve replied, and Goss left. He returned 
shortly and by then, logging had stopped. We all breathed a 
little easier, and when a logger walked in front of an old 
growth tree fifteen feet away, we assumed it was to urinate. 
Then he fired up his chainsaw, and twenty minutes later a 
four hundred year old tree was changed from a living organ- 
ism to a length of dead wood while we all watched incredu- 
lously. "I love it, I fuckin' love it" a logger yelled as the tree fell. 
Then Goss gave the word for work to stop. 

The men turned to leave and on their way out, a man 
fired up his chainsaw to another ancient redwood; this time, 
our paralysis dissolved. My mother and I ran down the hill 
and jumped between the chainsaw and the tree. “What are 
you gonna do?" the logger asked, revving his saw. 

"Stay right here," Anna Marie replied. 

"Be a hell of a mess," Lee Susan said. But the logger shut 
down his saw and left. He fired up his saw one more time, 
making a shallow cut in a tree on the hill above us while 
another logger yelled "down below," threatening to fall the 
tree on us. "One last act of terrorism," was how a demonstra- 
tor described it. That afternoon legal word came in: the 
logging of Osprey Grove was illegal. But by that time it was 
almost too late. Of the original grove, only twelve old 
redwoods and one old Douglas-fir remained. 

AFTERMATH 

So what lessons can we glean from Osprey Grove? First 
and foremost, never trust the timber companies. The whole 
affair from beginning to end was marked by L-P's lies and 
deceptions. We can't depend on negotiations to save the 
forest. We need to be ready at all times to challenge a logging 
cut legally and with direct action if necessary. 

Second, we need to be able to put activists into the woods 
on very short notice. Five people couldn’t stop Osprey Grove 
from being killed but thirty, twenty, or even fifteen could 
have. Mendocino and Humboldt Counties need to form an 
emergency response network, a sort of environmental SWAT 
team of activists willing to go into the woods on short notice. 
A network like this is already being set up. If you 're interested 
in joining, call Anna Marie at 961-0302. 

Finally, we need to know where the remaining old 
growth is so we can keep an eye on it and defend it, when 
necessary. There's precious little old growth left in Men- 
docino County, and we shouldn't discover a particular patch 
of it because a neighbor heard a giant tree fall. Again, if you 
know of any old growth, call 961-0302. When only 4% of the 
original redwoods remain, it’s ludicrous for it to continue to 
be cut. 

But of course, it’s too late for Osprey Grove. That piece 
of ancient forest now exists only on Kay Rudin’s videotape 
and in the minds of the people who were there. I spent the 
night of September 13 in San Francisco, drinking with my 
friends and having a proper birthday celebration, marred 
only by my eyes being swollen and infected from exposure to 
redwood dust. For the most part, I had no trouble blocking 
the events of the day from my mind. Except whenever I shut 
my eyes, I saw Osprey Grove falling over and over again. 

This article appeared in slightly longer form in the Anderson 
Valley Advertiser. 
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At the Crossroads of Overcutting & Habitat Protection 


author's note: Most of you have heard by now of 
the "Rider From Hell", also known as Section 
318, or the Hatfield-Adams rider. Passed as an 
amendment to the Senate Appropriations Bill of 
fiscal year 1 990, a major component of this rider, 
prohibiting citizen suits of timber sales on the 
basis of damage to Spotted Owl habitat, was 
recently declared unconstitutional by the 9th 
Circuit Court of Appeals — now that the rider's 
term has almost expired and most of the sales 
have been sold. 

Act 1 - Overcutting 

The Section 318 rider required the For- 
est Service to sell an unprecedented 7.7 bil- 
lion board feet (bbf) from National Forest 
lands in Oregon and Washington by 30 
September 1990 without having an undue 
impact on the Northern Spotted Owl. This 
level of cutting, originally proposed at 8 bbf, 
was intended to enable the Forest Service to 
"catch up" after its inability to sell timber in 
1989 because of court injunctions. Even 
before the rider passed, the Forest Service 
publicly announced that they could not 
meet the 7.7 bbf quota without sacrificing 
critical ancient forest habitat. 

As Lance Robertson reported in the 
Eugene Register Guard on 9/19/89, "Forest 
Service officials have wavered on whether 
the agency can sell 8 billion board feet of 
timber through September 1990 and still 
adhere to the myriad environmental laws for 
protection of watersheds, wildlife and other 
forest uses. Several forest supervisors and 
Deputy Regional Forester John Lowe have' 
said that the 8 billion board foot figure was 
too high and cannot be met. Meanwhile 
[U.S. Forest Service Chief] Robertson has 
wavered between saying that the sales level is 
too high and saying he'll do whatever pos- 
sible to meet it." 

Oregon Senator Hatfield, primary spon- 
sor of the "Rider from Hell", received a memo 
from his staff members Mike Salsgiver and 
Pat Reiten, with the following recommenda- 
tions: 

We recommend that you express extreme 
displeasure with this incident. They put you into 
the public position of appearing to push a plan 
that is not achievable. While they attempted to 
call [Oregon] Cong. AuCoin to apologize for the 
incident, they never attempted to call you. 
Rather than getting involved in an esoteric argu- 
ment over the details, you should probably de- 
liver a simple message including the following: 

" — the Chief needs to get a lid on his people 
- discussions over the do-ability of the plan need 
to occur with congressional staff rather than the 
media ... 


"...the information has to be consistent 
from both Washington and the region. There 
can be no contradictions from FS personnel...." 

Like good little tree nazis, the Forest 
Service people shut their mouths when or- 
dered to, and quietly went about the busi- 
ness of scraping together 7.7 bbf any way 
they could. While the Citizen Advisory 
Boards, established by the rider to review 
proposed sales and make recommendations, 
helped to minimize the carnage as much as 
possible, the Forest Service began to propose 
more and more objectionable sales as they 
ran out of relatively uncontroversial places 
to cut. The timber sale process reached a 
fever pitch late in the fiscal year: timber sales 
were auctioned off so fast that even the 
timber companies were having a hard time 
keeping up with them. 

Act 2 - Protecting Habitat 

In April of 1990, an Interagency Scien- 
tific Committee, headed by Forest Service 
biologist Jack Ward Thomas, prepared a 
report requested by Congress on the North- 
ern Spotted Owl. The “Jack Ward Thomas 
Report" recommended abolishing the pres- 
ent systems of small Spotted Owl Habitat 
Areas (SOHAs) and replacing them with 
larger Habitat Conservation Areas (HCAs). 
Most local activists feel that even the HCAs 
won’t be adequate, since many HCAs con- 
tain areas that have already been clearcut or 
for some other reason are not suitable Spot- 
ted Owl habitat. 

The Forest Service and Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) are trying to postpone 
the protection of any Spotted Owl habitat. 
According to the Endangered Species Act, 
Critical Habitat for the owl should have been 
designated by the US Fish & Wildlife Service 
when it was officially listed as a Threatened 
Species on 22 June 1990. Instead, the Bush 
Administration appointed a task force to 
come up with yet another "compromise" by 
September 1; it has not done so as of this 
writing on October 16. 

Act 3 - The Crossroads 

In order to try to reach the impossible 
quota set for them by Hatfield, the Forest 
Service, with the blessings of the US Fish & 
Wildlife Service, decided to go ahead and sell 
timber inside the HCAs. If they decide to 
implement the recommendations of the Jack 
Ward Thomas report later, they say, they will 
just buy back any uncut portions of the HCA 
timber sales. This decision was in spite of 
Thomas's strong recommendation that no 
timber be cut from the HCAs before the 
report’s implementation. 

— Karen Wood, S. Willamette EF! 



THE LINE BETWEEN SANITY Sr SURVIVAL From the air, you can't miss the boundary between 
old-growth forest in Mt. Ranier National Park and the cutover lands of the Gifford Pinchot 
National Forest and a private timber company. 


Doug Fir Fall Opens With Thunderous Action 


by Karen Wood 

About 35 people gathered at the Detroit 
Ranger Station on September 7 to slow down 
a timber sale auction. Greeted by a robot 
Freddie who kept repeating himself and 
wouldn't answer our questions, we walked 
through the barricades erected at the en- 
trance to the Ranger Station complex and up 
to the building where the auction was to be 
held. When we tried to enter the building, 
we found the doors locked. (Isn't a Forest 
Service timber sale auction supposed to be 
open to the public?) 

As timber company reps began to arrive, 
the Forest Service went through some incred- 
ible acrobatics to let them into the building 
while keeping us, the public, out. Lydia was 
repeatedly shoved out of the way by FS 
employees, and was pushed into the bushes 
by North Santiam timber baron Rob Freres, 
of "Rage Over Trees" fame. Meanwhile, 35 
people began to drum on the walls of the 
building and blow whistles and airhoms. 
Feathers flew and covered the ground out- 


side. Inside, old-growth timber addicts, in- 
stead of bidding on the last ancient forest 
remnants, were blocking their ears, pulling 
the shades, and aimlessly wandering around 
the room waiting for the cops to come and 
haul us away. 

This auction included timber sales 
within Habitat Conservation Areas (see 
"Crossroads" sidebar). Since the FS has said 
they will buy back any uncut portions of 
sales within HCAs if they decide to protect 
those areas, our task is obvious: delay the 
cutting of sales in HCAs as much as possible, 
while pressuring the FS to protect these areas. 
Since a company can't cut a sale till they buy 
it, delaying the sales process seems like a 
good thing to do. 

After about an hour of horns, drum- 
ming and chanting the cops did indeed 
show up. As they were arresting eight of us, 
Thunderbunny tripped on the steps up to the 
building while holding a bucket of cow’s 
blood, which spilled on the steps. One of the 
arrestees was under 18; the other seven ofns 
were cited with trespass and released. At our 


arraignment three weeks later, six of us - 
Lydia Avery, Marty Bergoffen, William 
Conde, John Vance, Peter Wilde and Karen 
Wood - pleaded not guilty in front of a 
courtroom full of yellow ribbon supporters; 
the Earth Firstlers were back at the Detroit 
Ranger Station to protest another auction. 
When we told the judge we were represent- 
ing ourselves at the trial, he looked like he 
had bitten into a lemon. 

The followingweek, we wentbackagain 
to the Detroit Ranger Station to protest 
another timber sale auction. About a dozen 
protesters were met by about fifty cops - 
Marion County sheriffs, federal agents, state 
troopers, and their dogs. A group of people 
decided to go through the adjoining woods, 
where they found clearcut boundary mark- 
ers for a sale called "Low Blow." As they 
walked, Forest Service people continually 
harassed them by jumping out in front of 
them. When asked if there was a federal 
closure in effect in the area, they refused to 
answer, so the protesters kept going. Two 
people. . Barry and Katya, were arrested. 
Katya's charges have been dropped. Barry is 
on release right now facing four federal 
charges. In addition to two counts of inter- 
fering with a federal official, they have also 
charged him with disorderly conduct and 
violating sanitation regulations (because of 
the blood) from the protest of the previous 
week. During his arrest, the cops pushed him 
to the ground, resulting in abrasions on his 
face and shoulder. Barry is being represented 
by a federal public defender and is proceed- 
ing to trial. 

The third week, a group of us went to the 
Umpqua National Forest Supervisor's Office 
in Roseburg, where two sales, Calapooya II 
and First, were being auctioned. Those sales 
have been appealed by the Oregon Natural 
Resources Council, and the appeals have 
been filed in court. According to Section 
318, there is an automatic 45-day stay after 
an appeal is filed in court during which the 
Forest Service cannot proceed to award the 
sale. While most people would see auction- 
ing the timber as "proceeding to award the 


sale," the Forest Service apparently doesn't. 
They have chosen again to get away with as 
much as they can, and are routinely holding 
auctions of appealed sales. 

Issues for. these two sales include the 
pending Wild and Scenic listing of Steam- 
boat Creek, the proximity of Northern Spot- 
ted Owl habitat, and the fragmentation of 
ancient forest. Calapooya II was formerly 
offered as Calapooya; environmentalists 
successfully challenged the sale in court, so 
the Forest Service is now re-offering it as 
Calapooya II. Unfortunately, we arrived too 
late to have a direct effect on the auction of 
these two sales, but we had a long chat with 
the acting supervisor about ethics and over- 
cutting on the National Forest. 

We are now gearing up for the Alterna- 
tive Plans for Public Lands action on October 
22 and 29, and possible timber sale occupa- 
tions. People in our local group have de- 
signed a system to track the issues and status 
of timber sales on the Willamette, Umpqua, 
Siskiyou and Siusla w National Forests. If you 
would like to start a similar system in your 
area, we will send you a sample form if you 
send us a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

GET INVOLVED! 

"Form an affinity group - if you don't 
know how, and you’re in our area, call us. 
We'll give you and your friends a workshop 
on non-violent action. 

"Help with on-the-ground surveys of 
timber sales. We have the info on the sales 
and the sale maps. Get familiar with the 
stands at risk. 

"Give us the names and addresses of 
attorneys willing to donate or do a work 
trade for their time. 

"Donate money (for phone bills 
mostly), climbing equipment, outdopr 
equipment, and office equipment. 

"Tell your senators and representative, 
the Forest Service and the BLM that you want 
the ancient forests protected. 

To contact us, call (503)343-7305 or 
write: Southern Willamette Earth First!, POB 
10384, Eugene, OR 97440. ( 
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TREES CUT ON MT. GRAHAM! 

j 



An anonymous tree-sitter takes a break from his perch at the top of Arizona’s Mt, Graham. 
Observatory developers cut several acres of trees in the area, but his week-long occupation prevented 
cutting of one old-growth grove. 


Wildlife Refuges Under Fire 


Ecowarriors 

Act like a Mountain 

by Jim Leonard 

On Friday September 28, 1990 the 9th 
Circuit Court of Appeals reversed its previou s 
decision to halt work preparatory to the 
construction of three telescopes on Mt. Gra- 
ham, In southern Arizona. This allowed the 
University of Arizona to immediately cut 
trees and clear telescope sites (pads) atop the 
mountain before the winter snows arrived. 
The actual reasons for the reversal may never 
be known, but it can be assumed that money 
and the political clout of the University of 
Arizona were behind the change in decision. 
What is known is that the environmental 
laws of the United States of America are 
being weakened by this decision, especially 
the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 
The Mountain 

Mt. Graham is the tallest mountain in 
southern Arizona, reaching an altitude of 
10,720ft. The mountain is referred to as a sky 
island because it is separated from other 
mountain chains by desert. This prevents 
species on the mountain from migrating to 
other mountains. Traveling from the desert 
floor to the peak, one travels through four 
distinct ecosystems — from desert cacti to to 
spruce-fir forest. Because of its unique geog- 
raphy, Mt. Graham contains a special mix- 
ture of plant and animal species. One of the 
endemics is the Mt. Graham Red Squirrel, an 
Endangered Species with a population of 
only 140 - 200 members. 

The Action 

The cries of the mountain went out! 
Red Alert! People from all walks of life arrived 
to protect the mountain, the ESA, NEPA, and 
the Mt. Graham Red Squirrel. ForalmostlO 
years environmentalists had fought to save 
Mt. Graham. Now, with the reversal of the 
court decision, the University of Arizona 
could continue the destruction. The time for 
direct action had come. 

Tuesday morning, 10/2/90, loggingand 
construction crews arrived on Mt. Graham to 
begin clearing the pad sites. The weather was 
cold and rainy. The environmentalists met 
them with a smile. The first gate (7 miles 
from the entrance to the new road to the pad 
sites) and the gate to the old logging road to 
the site were chained and locked, the locks 
)ammed with debris. The crews quickly 
torched off the locks and the convoy of 
logging trucks proceeded toward the en- 
trance gate to the new road. 

Another surprise awaited the loggers at 
the entrance to the new road. The gate was 
secured by an environmentalist connected 
to it with a bicycle lock. This problem 
slowed the workers down, for a human life 
was in the way. Eventually the environmen- 
talist was separated from the gate and taken 
into custody — the first arrest of the day. 

The convoy moved again, but their 
progress was slowed by seven road blocks in 
the 2 mile climb to the top. After moving the 
rocks, logs , and other debris, the convoy fi- 
nally reached the summit. More environ- 
mentalists were there to greet them. 

As the workers attempted to log they 
were harassed by environmentalists darting 
back and forth through the trees. Other 
disruptions were provided by environmen- 
talists chaining themselves to trees. The 
workers attempted to work around the envi- 
ronmentalists but in the end the law enforce- 
ment officials had to remove the tree hug- 
gers. 

The environmentalists' various actions 
delayed the loggers for about 8 hours. Seven 
environmentalists were arrested that day. 
Bail was set at $2800 per person. The 
environmentalists maintained solidarity in 
jail, pleading Not Guilty to all charges, and 
initiating a hunger strike. They were released 
within 24 hours on their own recognizance, 
and without posting bail. They were to 
return at a later date for trial. 

The following day, 10/3/90, direct ac- 
tion continued. The loggers were met at the 
gate of the new road by 15 environmental- 
ists holding banners. When asked to clear 
the road, the environmentalists marched up 
the mountain in a funeral type procession. 
They moved at a snail’s pace as the loggers' 
convoy and the media crept behind. The 
procession stopped at the refugium bound- 
ary (an area set aside for Red Squirrel habitat, 
off limits to hikers, but accessible to earth 
moving machines). There the environmen- 
talists held a funeral service, while allowing 
the convoy to pass. 

When the convoy reached the top the 
workers were greeted by a friendly environ- 
mentalist sitting in a tree. Negotiations 
commenced with law enforcement officials. 
The tree-sitter voluntarily descended with- 


out incident. The day concluded with no 
arrests; the logging crews had been delayed 
by about 2 hours. 

The climax of this round of direct action 
occurred on Thursday 10/4/90. Thirty-five 
environmentalists arose at 4:30 am to pre- 
pare for battle. I.D.s were collected, contact 
numbers scribbled on arms, and identifica- 
tion numbers issued. The day's objective was 
to secu re the 7 mile stretch of road below the 
gate to the new road. 

Car shuttles positioned the ecowarriors 
at the first gate. At 7 am the sheriff arrived, 
and called for backup help. The U.S. Forest 
Service came. The activists held their ground 
until 8 am, then began a slow march. The 
law enforcement vehicles followed. One 
passed the activists, but this seemed of little 
concern for the object was to block the log- 
gers, not the police. Little did the ecowarri- 
ors know, the logging trucks were holding 
back, around the bend, just out of sight. 

When the protesters reached a clearing 
they momentarily left the road to huddle. 
The law enforcers took this opportunity to 
advance the logging trucks in an effort to 
break the environmentalists' blockade. The 
ecowarriors responded with lightning speed, 
rushing back to the road and securing the 
blockade. 

Again the ecowarriors walked slowly 
down the road, so as to avoid being accused 
of obstructing traffic. When they noticed 
that the convoy had stopped following, they 
began dancing and drumming in the middle 
of the road, performing the Red Squirrel 
Boogie. As the activists chanted "No Trees 
Down Today!", the sheriff came to negotiate. 
The ecowarriors responded by resuming the 
long slow march. The sheriff joined in. 

For awhile, -sheriff and protesters 
strolled along as if they were friends, each 
trying peacefully to convince the other of 
their view. Finally, the sheriff, realizing the 
activists cared more for the squirrel than for 
their own freedom, signaled for assistance. 

Additional law enforcement advanced. 
The ecowarriors maintained their ground. 
Civil disobedience began. Some remained 
standing; others sat down. But all remained 
peaceful as the law officers systematically 
handcuffed 23 of them in groups of ones and 
twos. 

As the trucks began to roll , the ecowar- 
riors, even those in handcuffs, threw their 
bodies in front of them. As the law officials 
tried to clear the road, the ecowarriors went 
limp, forcing the officials to drag them away. 
Eventually the logging trucks were able to 
pass and resume destroying the old-growth 
forest. The ecowarriors had detained the 
logging crews for 3 1/2 hours. 

Once the logging convoy had passed, 
the law officials faced another problem. The 
number of arrestees far exceeded the capac- 
ity of the local jail. The law enforcers didn't 
even have the capability to remove the 23 in 
handcuffs from the mountain. 

Finally, having very few options, the 
law officials released their prisoners without 
charge and told them not to return to the 
mountain until spring. The ecowarriors ac- 
cepted the deal, returning to camp to gather 
their belongings and celebrate the day's vic- 
tory. 

The Results 

Destruction crews cleared two of the 
planned three pads during the first week. 
Another tree-sitter delayed cutting of the 
third pad for seven days before being talked 
down and arrested. [Editor's note: At press 
time, the University is now saying they will 
use a different area for the third pad, one 
with less impact. The grove which the sec- 
ond sitter occupied is still standing.] 

Actions the week after the above block- 
ade included another gate blockade, while 
rock and log barriers appear on the road 
almost daily. 

The fight for Mt. Graham continues. 
The environmental camp will be maintained 
by a revolving crew until the area is closed on 
Nov. 15. Every week more ecowarriors visit 
the mountain. Please join! The mountain 
needs you! Come to the encampment at Sol- 
dier Creek. Call the Mt. Graham Hotline at 
602-629-9200 for updates and other things 
you can do. 

Also, two dozen people are facing 
imminent trial on charges of trespassing and 
resisting arrest. Previous demonstrators 
have been slapped with S680 fines each for 
similar charges. If you can't come to the 
mountain and can donate a few bucks, send 
them to: Mt. Graham Legal Defense Fund,* 
PO Box 1971, Tucson, AZ 8S702. 


America's National Wildlife Refuges are 
not refuges for wildlife anymore. Since the 
Refuge system was established by Teddy 
Roosevelt in 1903, these lands, which were 
intended to be wildlife sanctuaries, have 
come under fire (literally) from commercial, 
military and "sporting” groups. 

Sadly, most Americans do not know 
that our nation's "Wildlife Refuges" are used 
for timber clearcuts, mining, oil and gas 
drilling, cattle grazing, off-road vehicles, and 
military bombing exercises. Most people do 
not know that hunting and trapping are 
widespread in these once-pristine lands; and 
these practices are largely unopposed by 
environmental groups. 

In the early days, the Refuges remained 
intact. But over the years, pressure from the 
oil, timber, mining, and grazing Industries, 
eroded the protection of the Refuges. Abuse 
by "recreational" users has proved equally 
devastating. Power boats, water skiers and 
air boats now speed through Refuge water- 
ways, disrupting habitat and mutilating 
wildlife. And the hunting and trapping 
lobbies have proven too powerful for anyone 
to oppose. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), 
unlike the US Forest Service and Bureau of 
Land Management, has no comprehensive, 
organic set of laws governing how it should 
be manage its lands. Last year, FWS put 
together an environmental impact state- 
ment (EIS) which simply validated every- 
thing currently going on in the National 
Wildlife Refuges. 

After an outcry from many environ- 
mental organizations (e.g., The Wilderness 
Society called the document "a disgrace"), 
FWS decided to throw out that EIS and to 
hold public hearings this fall and winter to 
permit the public to comment on what we 
want to see happen in the National Wildlife 
Refuge System. 

We must participate in this process. If 
we don't make ourselves heard, the Refuges 
and our last remnants of wildlife will con- 
tinue to be sacrificed to commercial, military 
and "sporting" interests. 

Several bills affecting the future of our 


Wildlife Refuges have been introduced ip the 
House of Representatives. HR 4948, intro- 
duced by Gerry Studds of Massachusetts, 
would require the FWS to determine that any 
new activity proposed on a Refuge is "com- 
patible" with the purposes of the Refuge. 

This is a “safe bill," because It would not 
noticeably interfere with any of the destruc- 
tive activities now goingon. It would require 
that ongoing activities be "reviewed” in the 
future to ensure that they are not "harmful" 
to the wildlife and habitats within the Ref- 
uges; but of course the FWS does not consider 
current activities (clearcutting, mining, artil- 
lery practice, ORV joyriding, hunting, com- 
mercial trapping, etc.) to be harmful to wild- 
life. They consider these "multiple-use" 
activities. The "Big 10" mainstream environ- 
mental organizations, Sierra Club included, 
support this bill. 

Another bill to protect wildlife on Ref- 
uges has been introduced in the House, but 
you will not read about it in mostSierra Club, 
Audubon Society, Wilderness Society, Na- 
tional Wildlife Federation, or Defenders of 
Wildlife publications. This bill, HR 1 693, the 
National Wildlife Refuge Reform Act, was 
introduced by Representative Bill Green of 
New York and has more than 70 co-sponsors. 
It would prohibit hunting and trapping on 
our Refuges. 

The National Wildlife Refuges comprise 
90 million acres, 77 million of which are in 
Alaska. They represent only 5% of the 
huntable land in this country. To withdraw 
such a small percentage of land from hunt- 
ing and trapping should not inconvenience 
hunters, and indeed, most self-respecting 
hunters would tell you that they would be 
ashamed to hunt on refuges. 

Hunting is illegal in many places — 
Central Park, for example — but hunters 
don’t generally consider' such restrictions 
unfair. To ask that our Wildlife Refuges once 
again truly be refuges for wildlife is not 
unreasonable. But putting any land off lim- 
its to hunters is viewed by this small, power- 
ful minority as an outrage. Why do the "Big 
10" groups' managers endorse the Studds bill 
continued on page 13 
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by Captain Paul Watson 

In January 1990, the Canadian 
Cattlemen's Association (CCA) presented a 
position paper to the Canadian Ministry of 
Agriculture recommending that the entire 
population of some 4800 Wood Buffalo be 
exterminated from Alberta’s Wood Buffalo 
National Park. The reason: some of the Bison 
are infected witfi brucellosis and tuberculo- 
sis. The cattlemen fear possible infection of 
their sacred cows. The Bison must go, they 
say, in order to maintain the disease free 
quality of Canadian beef exports. 

The CCA position was no surprise. Of 
course the cattlemen want the Buffalo exter- 
minated. A cattleman is a man who strings 
barbed wire across the prairies; drills wells 
and bulldozes stock ponds; drives off the Elk, 
Bison, Pronghorn, and Bighorn Sheep; poi- 
sons Coyotes and prairie dogs; shoots eagles, 
bears, Cougars, and wolves on sight; replaces 
the native grasses with tumbleweed, cow 
shit, cheat grass, snakeweed, anthills, pov- 
erty weed, mud, dust and flies — and then 
leans back and smiles broadly, a Labatt’s Blue 
in hand, as he leers into the television cam- 
eras and tells us how much he loves the West. 
The cattlemen’s extermination proposal 
would be laughable had not the Federal 
Ministry of Agriculture accepted it as "the" 
advice it would use to address the problem. 

Ignoring the concerns of Native people 
in the area of Wood Buffalo National Park, 
Agriculture Canada has given the nod to the 
boys with the bucks — the ranchers. A 
special federal panel set up by Agriculture 
Canada refused to hear a report from Parks 
Canada. A special interest group with the 
special interest of eradicating Buffalo has 
successfully roped the bureaucrats into using 
tax dollars to benefit their own industry. 

The Bison have been infected with both 
brucellosis and tuberculosis since the 1920s 
when park officials shipped in 6673 Plains 
Buffalo from overgrazed areas in the south.* 
The Canadian Wildlife Service knew that 
many of the new animals were diseased, but 

Refuges . . . 

continued from page 12 
and refuse to endorse, or even mention, HR 
1693? The New York City Group is among 
the very few Sierra Club groups and chapters 
to have endorsed it. Why? 

Because the Sierra Club is afraid of the 
NRA [National Rifle Association]. So are The 
Wilderness Society, National Audubon Soci- 
ety, Defenders of Wildlife, and many others. 
This is not speculation: when I asked mem- 
bers of the Sierra Club's national manage- 
ment in San Francisco and Washington 
whether the Club has a position on HR 1693, 
I was told angrily, "No, the Club never takes 
any position on anything having to do with 
hunting." I asked why that was. "Because we 
have a lot of members who are sport hunters, 
and we do not want to offend them.” How 
many is "a lot"?, I asked. "We don't have any 
exact figures, but it's a large proportion ... 
especially in the West.” 

Clearly, these are not questions we are 
meant to ask. But I wanted to know, so I 
asked the same questions of the Sierra Club's 
regional managers and of the national man- 
agement of the Audubon Society, Wilderness 
Society, Defenders of Wildlife, etc., and in 
every case I was told exactly the same thing. 

In the nation as a whole, less than 5% of 
the population hunts. Do we have any 
reason to believe that there are more "sport" 
hunters proportionately in the Sierra Club 
and the Audubon Society than in the popu- 
lation at large? Many people suspect it is 
considerably less. Has research been done on 
how many hunters there are in these groups? 
Are the 5% or so of their members who might 
be “sport" hunters dictating their policy at 
the expense of the 95% who don't hunt? 
Those 95% might like to visit wildlife on the 
Refuges, but they are excluded during hunt- 
ing season. 

Nationwide, a relatively small number 
of hunters controls our Federal wildlife poli- 
cies. If what we are told by the environ- 
mental groups’ managers is true, then this 
same small number is controlling the groups' 
policies as well! When the groups ignore 
such bills as HR 1693, because "we are afraid 
to offend" the hunters, it is not because we 
fear our members, but because we fear the 
NRA. And if we cannot stand up to the NRA, 
how can we expect our senators and repre- 
sentatives to do so? 

If our Wildlife Refuges are to be saved, 
HR 1693 is just the beginning. To make the 
Refuges safe for wildlife, we shall have to 
protect them not only from the hunters and 
trappers, but from ORV users, the timber and 
grazing industries, oil companies, and min- 
ing interests; we shall have to stop the mili- 


the cattlemen in the south had demanded 
removal of the Buffalo from land they 
wanted for their cows. These Buffalo had 
contracted brucellosis and tuberculosis from 
cattle. A healthy Gray Wolf population 
would have sorted the problem out, but 
because of political lobbying from ranchers, 
the wolves had been hunted to the brink of 
extinction. 

In the early 1970s, the Wood Buffalo 
Park herd reached 13,000. The animals 
began to die from disease. The government 
did nothing to stem the disease. Now, as the 
disease finally appears to have run its course, 
the government wants to address the prob- 
lem by killing the patients. A disease caused 
by the cattle industry and allowed by that 
industry to get out of control is now to be 
eradicated by slaughtering an entire subspe- 
cies of Bison, without discrimination be- 
tween diseased and healthy animals — a 
final solution for an industry that has waged 
unholy war on wildlife for nearly two centu- 
ries. 

And it is not only the government that 
is eager to lick the feet of the cattlemen. The 
Alberta media has been propagandizing the 
recommendation by Agriculture Canada. An 
editorial in the August 31 Calgary Herald 
ended with the pronouncement: "The herd 
must be destroyed." 

Quick to smell easy money, Alberta 
politicians and sports hunters are falling over 
each other to share in the profits of investing 
in extinction. Fort McMurray MLA Norm 
Weiss suggested licenses be sold to hunters 
"eager to bag a buffalo." According to Nels 
Bamgaard, senior vice-president of the Al- 
berta Fish and Game Association, opening 
the park to hunters could save the federal 
government S20 million. 

The Agricultural Review Panel sup- 
ports "a systematic and sensitive elimination 
of the herd." Parks Canada, however, op- 
poses the idea of sport hunting in National 
Parks. 

The New Democratic House Leader in 
Alberta, Pamela Barrett, also opposes open- 


tary from using them for target practice. All 
these are powerful lobbies; but to save these 
lands, we must stand up to every one of 
them. 

HR 1 693 does that. The Studds bill is an 
evasion; like many bills before Congress this 
year, it is designed to look "environmental" 
but maintain the status quo. As do our 
National Forests, our Refuges need legisla- 
tion that changes the status quo. Unfortu- 
nately, the management of the major envi- 
ronmental organizations seems more inter- 
ested in protecting their political careers 
than in protecting our public lands. We 
must let the environmental managers in 
Washington know that What is "politically 
realistic” inside the Beltway isn't saving our 
refuges or our forests. We need real change, 
real protection for these lands, and we need 
it now. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Tell your envi- 
ronmental organizations, as well as your 
senators and representatives, that you 
support HR 1693 and want Wildlife Ref- 
uges put off limits to hunting and trap- 
ping. Public support might help these 
people find enough courage to stand up to 
the NRA. SO... 

1) Write your congresspersons (senators, 
US Senate, Washington, DC 20510; repre- 
sentative, US House of Representatives, 
DC 20515). 

2) Attend meetings of Sierra Club, 
Audubon, and other environmental 
groups. AllSierra Club meetings are open to 
all members. Go gently and with an open 
mind. Be persuasive, not abrasive. Re- 
member, these groups' compromises are 
made by their management, not their 
membership. Their members usually 
don't have all the facts; some may not 
know that our public lands are not pro- 
tected. Encourage them to take stronger 
positions on wildlife issues. 

3) Ask the FWS to put you on the mailing 
list for the public hearings — immedi- 
ately, as the hearings start November 5 in 
Anchorage, AK, and run, one day each in 
cities around the country, until the end of 
January. Write to National Wildlife Ref- 
uge Planning Team, Dept, of the Interior, 
FWS, Mail Stop 670 ARLSQ, 1849 C St. NW, 
Washington, DC 20240. 

4) If you feel brave, suggest to the "sport" 
hunters you know that shooting or trap- 
ping wildlife in refuges is not particularly 
manly, and even, perhaps, a rather nasty 
way to have fun.... 

— Margaret Hays Young, Wildlife & 
Wilderness Chair, Sierra Club Atlantic Chap- 
ter 


ing the Park to hunters. "Letting Bungle-o- 
Bill out there with his big heavy gun is 
neither humanitarian nor systematic." 

R.D. Lawrence, Canadian naturalist and 
spokesperson for the Canadian Federation of 
Humane Societies, says it would be an inter- 
national disgrace to eliminate the largest 
Bison herd in the world to accommodate 
cattlemen. 

The 4800 Bison in and around Wood 
Buffalo National Park comprise the largest 
free-roaming Buffalo herd in the world. The 
second largest free-roaming herd, about 
2000 Bison in Yellowstone National Park in 
Wyoming, allegedly also has brucellosis — 
but killing them all is not an option accept- 
able to Americans. Marsha Karle, a spokes- 
person for Yellowstone Park, said, "our ex- 
perts question if slaughtering the buffalo 
would eradicate the disease. Elk and other 
wildlife also have brucellosis. Where would 
the killing stop?" 

Indians and Metis who live around 
Wood Buffalo Park, many of whom hunt 
Bison roaming outside the park for food, 
have been the most vocal opponents of the 
proposed slaughter. Native spokesperson 
George Kurazewski, a Fort Smith resident 
and Buffalo hunter, lashed out at the deci- 
sion by the federal review panel. Denounc- 
ing the “mad rush to kill all the bison," he 
said the recommendations are based on, 
"insufficient, inaccurate and exaggerated 
data." “They are saying that 30-50% of the 
herd are diseased. But this is based on figures 
that were arrived at 35 years ago." 
Kurazewski cites the example of a hunt by 
natives where only 6 of 200 Bison killed were 
found to be diseased. 

Valerius Geist, a University of Calgary 
professor of environmental design and a 
wildlife biologist, agreed with Kurazewski 
and said that the diseased Bison problem is 
somewhat "contrived." "They are a minimal 
threat and can be easily managed." Geist 
says the panel's claim that the disease won't 
die out naturally is questionable. Geist 
charges the government with jumping on 
the Buffalo bandwagon because of a hidden 
agenda that favors game ranching: "A veni- 
son and dead wildlife parts market — drawn 
from elk and domestic bison — could be 
generated with control of Canada's wildlife 
resources." 

Chief Pat Marcel of the Chipewyan 
band/whose reserve borders the park, agrees. 
Marcel believes the government wants to rid 
the park of Bison to open it for agriculture 
and forestry. 

However, according to University of ' 
Saskatchewan "wildlife biologist" Francois 
Messier, the herd should be slaughtered for 
the long-term health of all ungulates in the 
area including cattle. Messier said there’s a 
cattle pasture about 100 kilometres west of 
Wood Buffalo Park. "If any cattle are in- 
fected, the industry could lose an estirnated 
$200 to $500 million over the next decade." 

Wood Buffalo Park superintendent Ken 
East said slaughtering the animals will not be 
easy. "The suggestion has been made with- 
out sound knowledge of the size of the area 
and the logistics. The bison herd isn't just in 
the park — this is 50,000 square miles of 
rugged, mountainous countryside." 

Acting park superintendent Bart Hartop 
added, "we're talking 20 years and millions 
of dollars." 

Francois Messier believes the cost and 
difficulty will be justified. "Canada is one of 
the few countries with disease free status on 



beef products, so losing this premium status 
means a drop in import meat price 

And there we have the choice — favor- 
able beef prices or the survival of a subspe- 
cies. Wood Buffalo National Park is a wildlife 
sanctuary, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, a 
nesting habitat for half a million migrating 
birds, a refuge for threatened northern spe- 
cies of flora and fauna. Wood Buffalo Park is 
a promise to the children of the future. And 
what will they think of a park that has not a 
single member of the species that gave the 
park its name? 

One small group of concerned wildlife 
biologists and naturalists has decided 
enough is enough. "If the cattle industry 
intends to declare war on wildlife, then per- 
haps it is time someone declares war on the 
cattle industry," said Monika Lewis, a gradu- 
ate biologist from the University of British 
Columbia. 

"I'm sick of seeing my profession de- 
graded by academics for hire," she added. 
"You can always find a biostitute willing to 
justify any ridiculous politically motivated 
scheme, if the price is right." 

Naturalist Derek Milner agrees. "If wil- 
derness is outlawed, then only outlaws can 
save wilderness.” 

Milner and Lewis are part of the well 
organized band of scientifically educated 
"outlaws" who have decided to take action in 
defense of the Buffalo. They have a plan, one 
both controversial and frightening to the 
cattle industry. 

"We have the knowledge and the ability 
to culture brucellosis. We also have the 
knowledge and the ability to deliberately 
infect cattle with the brucellosis virus," said 
Lewis, an experienced biochemist. 

According to Milner, their group will 
deliberately introduce brucellosis into cattle 
herds from Manitoba to British Columbia. 
"Once the killing begins, we will begin. 

^Canada’s disease free status will be the cost of 
implementing this program." 

The two admit that their proposal 
amounts toextortion. It'stitfortat, theysay. 
If the government operates immorally and 
for special interest groups only, then it is 
high time they are challenged. 

"Extortion is a crime against the state," 
says Milner. "Destroying a species is a crime 
against nature and humanity." 

"Besides," he chuckled, "it's impossible 
to catch us. There are a lot of cows between 
Manitoba and the Pacific Ocean and there 
ain't enough police officers to cover them 
all." 

The stage is set for the eruption of 
modern day range war. On on'e side there are 
Buffalo, Natives, Metis, conservationists 
both moderate and extreme, and some scien- 
tists. On the other side there are cows, 
cattlemen, sports hunters, politicians, and 
some scientists. 

For now, nobody is certain where the 
Buffalo are going. 

Paul Watson, founder of Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society, is a veteran of many inter- 
ventions on behalf of terrestrial beasts, as well as 
of marine creatures. To contribute to Sea Shep- 
herd campaigns, send checks to Sea Shepherd 
Society, POB 7000-S, Redondo Beach, CA 
90277. 

'The Wood and the Plains Bison or Buffalo 
are the two subspecies of the American Bison, 
Bison bison. The Wood Bison traditionally was 
larger and darker and lived farther north. — ed. 
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volume. The man is a wellspring of informa- 
tion.) Please leave some of that in. LWOD 
was great and needed; I hope it continues, 
but we don't need Son of LWOD. 

Finally, I suggest you ask the departing 
Journal staff, very nicely, for some tips on 
how to put a paper together (at least the 
mechanical aspects). If you think it's going 
to be easy, you’re in for a shock as rude as a 
clearcut. I look forward to seeing what hap- 
pens with the "new" EF! 

— Matthew Haun, Salt Lake City, UT 
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Preserve 


by Jamie Sayen 

Preserve Appalachian Wilderness has 
been too busy to chronicle its recent activi- 
ties in any depth. This brief summary of 
some of the important activities will have to 
suffice. 

If the bizarre developments in the so- 
called Earth First! movement are harbingers 
of the future of the movement, this will be 
the last PAW report to the EF! Journal, and 
henceforth activists who care to preserve 
biological diversity in the Appalachians will 
work with PAW, SouthPAW, the Glacial Er- 
ratic, and other newsletters and groups that 
place biocentrism, not egocentrism, at the 
heart of their value system. 

For those EF! Journal readers who are 
bored by Conservation Biology, read no fur- 
ther. You might discover that it is not only 
possible to marry direct action with Conser- 
vation Biology, but that you will become far 
more effective if you do. Sony to be so 
boring, but the squares at PAW believe in 
using all tools in order to be most effective in 
the desperate struggle to preserve biodiver- 
sity. Side issues, personality conflicts, ego 
trips and other anthropocentric/FBI cabals 
will continue to get short-shrift from us. 

For the dedicated activists who make 
PAW a growing force in the Appalachians, 1 
apologize for touching on such irrelevant 
matters. Unfortunately, self-appointed 
know-nothings speaking in your name are 
obsessed with protecting their right to re- 
main ineffectual media clowns. The reason 
PAW activists have not been involved in 
these debates over how best to destroy the EF! 
movement at the least cost to the FBI is that 
folks with PAW - from Florida to Maine and 
the Maritime Provinces - have more impor- 
tant things to worry about, namely, that we 
are losing the battle to preserve genetic, 
biological and ecosystem diversity at an 
unprecedented rate. 

Now, back to the real issues. 

Lake Champlain 
Lampricide 

In mid-September PAW brought a mo- 
tion for an injunction against further poi- 
soning of Lake Champlain tributaries by the 
US Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS). The FWS 
project was designed to kill sea lampreys in 
Lake Champlain so that slob fishermen 
could catch trout and salmon that had not 
been attacked by lampreys. 

The lampricide, TFM, also kills non- 
target fish, amphibians, nematodes, leeches, 
diptera larva, zooplankton, and phytoplank- 
ton. Some affected species are endangered. 
In short, this biocide causes the ecosystem to 
unravel. 

Lampricide proponents claim that the 
sea lamprey is not native to Champlain. 
Many biologists, including some who work 
for FWS, believe the lamprey is native. 
Whatever the case, it has been in Champlain 
at least 160 years, and must now be consid- 
ered a part of the ecosystem. 

The reason the sea lamprey has become 
such a problem in Champlain in recent years 
is that the Champlain ecosystem is sick, very 
sick. Pollution, destruction of shoreline, and 
dams are some of the anthropogenic causes 
of the sickness. Just as large pigeon popula- 
tions in cities are indicators of sick systems, 
the sea lamprey population explosion indi- 
cates a sick Champlain. 

Poisoning the victim will further un- 
ravel the system. But slob fishermen and 
marina owners want instant gratification, so 
FWS, along with state fish & game biostitutes 
in New York and Vermont, adopted the 
poison program previously used in Lake 
Ontario. 

Even if the lampricide program is suc- 
cessful in reducing sea lamprey numbers, the 
lampreys will return if the biocide is not 
administered every four years. Lake Cham- 
plain is being turned into a chemically-de- 
pendent ecosystem. Every four years, non- 
target species will be poisoned so that slobs 
can catch PCB-laden trout. 

PAW’s ecologist, Jeff Elliott, was just 
about the only environmentalist who under- 
stood what a crime this was. He spent many 
months trying to awaken the dysfunctional 
environmental community. Finally, after 
the first applications of TFM had been ad- 
ministered, he contacted Cindy Hill Cou- 
ture, a legal eagle who works with PAW in 
Massachusetts. 

Cindy brought suit in Federal District 
Court to stop the last three applications. 
(Seven tributaries of Champlain were poi- 
soned this year.) Unfortunately, the Endan- 
gered Species Act and other environmental 
laws are not strong enough, and there was 
not time enough to put together a case that 
a federal judge could rule favorably upon. 
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Nevertheless, on Friday, 

September 22 Cindy and Jeff 
brilliantly made their case for 
four hours. Early Saturday 
morning, the Judge denied the 
request. However, he has since 
indicated that he was convinced 
that PAW's case has much merit. 

Cindy and Jeff will sue the FWS 
on behalf of PAW next year to 
stop the entire project. We have 
a chance to save Champlain 
from this horror. 

On September 23, the last 
of the seven tributaries was poi- 
soned. About 30 PAW activists 
from Vermont and New York 
protested. Some stood in Lewis 
Creek while the poison was 
dumped. News coverage was 
reasonably extensive. 

While PAW failed to stop 
the poisoning this year, we did 
succeed in giving FWS some 
negative publicity. We awoke 
the slumbering environmental 
community, and we galvanized 
citizens to take direct action. 

The reason we were able to 
have such an effect is that we 
used all available tools. Our 
most important tool was Jeff's 
knowledge of conservation biol- 
ogy. Without his profound 
knowledge of aquatic ecosys- 
tems, our banner hanging, ani- 
mal costumes and pamphleteer- 
ing would have been inconse- 
quential. We certainly would 
not have found a way into the 
courtroom (except perhaps in handcuffs.) 

There is no substitute for passion. But 
there is no substitute for knowledge, either. 
Informed passion is unstoppable. 

Next year, we will stop the murder of 
Champlain. 

Loon Mountain 
Ski Expansion 

More boring meetings were held on this 
abomination. When it looked like the envi- 
ronmental community was about to endorse 
a "limited" expansion of Loon onto South 
Mountain (which lies within the White 
Mountain National Forest), aggressive oppo- 
sition by PAW, The Wilderness Society, the 
Sierra Club, the Society for the Protection of 
NH Forests and other environmental con- 
cerns slowed the more mainstream groups 
(most notably, NH Audubon Society) from 
endorsing the expansion, yet... 

Unfortu nately, after the last meeting on 
Loon on September 27, the Manchester Un- 
ion-Leader - which practices journalism at its 
shabbiest - announced on page 1 that "Envi- 
ronmental groups and officials for Loon 
have agreed upon a plan which pares down 
the size and scope of the proposed expan- 
sion project, but would allow it to proceed." 
This is a flat out lie; the author of this BS has 
been a notorious booster of the expansion 
for a long time. 

It is clear that the Forest Service will 
force the expansion down our throats. John 
Sununu, former New Hampshire governor 
and no w the most powerful man in America, 
is gung-ho for it, and John gets what he 
wants in NH. 

New WMNF supervisor Rick Cables, 
fresh from a stint at the War College (to 
prepare him for battle with enviros) will 
make the final decision, probably this winter 
or spring. It will be his first showdown with 
the environmental community, and if he 
blows it (and grants any expansion to Loon), 
he can be confident that the entire regional 
environmental community will write him 
off as another land-raping bureaucrat. If he 
denies the expansion, he can look forward to 
a constructive relationship with those seek- 
ing to protect the health of the forest. 

The next step in the Loon process will be 
the release of yet another "Draft, Supple- 
ment, Revised EIS" (or some such gibberish) 
that will endorse a "compromise" that per- 
mits Loon to do the first phase of the expan- 
sion. To get the second phase, Loon would 
have to apply later, but by then, the damage 
would have b'een done. This DSREIS will 
probably be released by early November, and 
the 45 day comment period will probably 
end before Christmas. 

The Forest Service has already said it 
intends to recommend "Alternative 3R" (but 
under a new name). Environmentalists have 
pronounced this alternative unacceptable. 
Mainstreamers grudgingly put forward "Al- 
ternative 4" as a less destructive alternative. 
PAW rejects Alternative 4. But so does Loon, 
because they claim they can't make enough 
money with it. 

So, it is an eithef/or situation. Either we 


compromise Loon's profits, or we compro- 
mise the ecological integrity of the WMNF. 
Guess where the Forest Service stands? 

What You Must Do: Contact the White 
Mountain NF, POB 638, Laconia, NH 03247, 
Tel. 603 S24-64S0. Find out when the latest 
BS EIS will be released and when and where 
public hearings will be held. Attend those 
hearings and write formal comments. Tell 
the WMNF "No Expansion. Not Now. Not 
Ever." Tell Rick Cables the Honeymoon will 
end on a sour note if he does the bidding of 
John Sununu and Goon Mountain. Remem- 
ber, there are five other ski areas in the 
WMNF waiting for the Loon precedent to be 
set. If Loon expands, then the others will be 
able to claim they have a right to also. Fur- 
thermore, ski areas in the Rockies are also 
awaiting the outcome so that they can 
expand. This is a national issue. 

Maine Pesticide Hearings 

At the Maine Rendezvous on September 
14-16, 25 stalwarts attended a hearing of the 
Maine Pesticide Commission to testify 
against the use of all pesticides in Maine. 
Normally, these hearings are attended by 
five or six representatives from user indus- 
tries - chemical companies, timber industry, 
potato growers. Dept, of Transportation 
sprayers, etc. This time, we dominated the 
meeting and raised numerous ecological, 
ethical, and legal issues that had hitherto 
been overlooked by the commission, which 
is heavily stacked to favor pesticide users. 
There is exactly one environmentalist on the 
committee of 13. 

This was a somewhat unusual action for 
EF! and PAW because there were no media 
stunts, no animal costumes. Instead, we 
politely waited our turn and then blew the 
committee away with informed testimony. 
We had ecologists, a lawyer, a chairman of a 
ruralplanning board and many activistswho 
provided a diversity of perspectives on why 
pesticides are evil. 

We consider this to be an "action" every 
bit as effective and valid as a banner hanging, 
road blockade, or other so-called direct ac- 
tion. Again, we use all tools. 

The following week, there were two 
blockades in northern Maine to stop Scott 
Paper from spraying in Brighton. These 
blockades were, in part, inspired by the 
Rendezvous and the action at the hearing. 

But, the reason we were effective at the 
hearing is that we had done our homework 
on the ecological costs of pesticides. We had 
studied conservation biology - that dirty 
word in EF! circles these days. 

Nash Stream 

Readers of the fall issue of the Glacial 
Erratic (available for $2 from PAW, RFD 1, 
Box 530, N. Stratford, NH 03590) know that 
the Nash Stream Advisory Committee 
(NSAQ has almost completed its "vision 
statement." It is far better than PAW ex- 
pected, but still contains some unacceptable 
elements. 

Unfortunately, the Commissioner of 


the Department of Economic Resources and 
Development (DRED), Steve Rice, has veto 
power over the document. He is pro-devel- 
opment and ecologically ignorant. He has 
refused to permit Jeff or me to be on the 
NSAC despite our long commitment to the 
issue. 

On September 4 he and his subordi- 
nates on the "Technical Team” surprised the 
NSAC with a "new" vision statement de- 
signed to eliminate or subvert most of the 
provisions that protect biodiversity. The 
main architects were Rice and NH Fish and 
Game (NH FAG). They want to be able to 
clearcut wilderness core areas for "wildlife 
management" (i.e., deer). 

The NSAC was outraged by this insult- 
ing meddling, and Rice was forced to with- 
draw the document after a public flap. De- 
spite the egg on his face, he exacted a conces- 
sion from NSAC Chairman Steve Blackmer to 
sit down and "iron out" differences. The 
meeting was held on October 5 amidst great 
secrecy. Jeff arid I got wind of it at the last 
minute from a mole within NH FAG. 

When we entered the room. Rice stood 
up and told us to leave. We refused, and he 
lectured us about how unwelcome we were. 
We said he had made it clear for the last year 
that we, concerned representatives of the 
public and neighbors of the tract, were 
unwelcome. Eventually, he was forced to 
allow us to stay because the right to know 
laws permit us to attend such meetings. 
However, in a display of pettiness, he de- 
manded that we not sit at the nearly empty 
table and that we not speak. Sure, Steve. 

On several occasions during the meet- 
ing, those assembled lacked knowledge of 
ecological issues. Rather than defer to Jeff, an 
expert on these issues, they preferred to 
honor the gag rule and waste time making 
incorrect statements that we will have to 
correct later when Rice can’t gag us. The 
message Rice sent is that his political turf and 
ego trip are more important to him than the 
welfare of the Nash Stream. Immature and 
pathetic, but that's New Hampshire, the 
state that inflicted John Sununu on the na- 
tion. . 

What You Will Do: The NSAC will 
eventually release its Plan, probably some- 
time this winter. There will be public hear- 
ings. It is essential that you become in- 
formed about the key issues: protection of 
biodiversity, preventing the timber industry 
and NH FAG from doing abusive forestry in 
the name of jobs and "wildlife", the need for 
a formal public appeals process to prevent 
DRED, NH FAG and the timber industry from 
subverting the good intentions of the NSAC 
Plan, and the need for the NSAC to be up- 
graded to a board with the power to prevent 
DRED et. al. from ignoring the provisions 
that safeguard the ecological integrity of the 
tract. 

Demand that NH FAG and its represen- 
tative on the "Technical Team," Charlie 
Bridges, be prevented from destroying the 
good work of the NSAC. Insist thatjeff Elliott 
be appointed to the Tech Team. Jeff is the 
continued on page IS 
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BLM BOONDOGGLE 


by George Wuerthner 

A 1989 General Accounting Office 
(GAO) report on Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment operations reached grim conclusions 
concerning the agency that manages over 
170 million acres of public land in the West: 
"Our work has shown that the BLM has not 
adequately balanced the competing de- 
mands on the natural resources that it is 
mandated to foster, protect and preserve. 
BLM has often placed the needs of commer- 
cial interests such as livestock permittees 
ahead of other users as well as the long-term 
health of the resources." 

Trout Creek Mountains 

A prime example to support the GAO's 
assertions is the Vale District of the BLM in 
southeastern Oregon, where the agency re- 
cently decided to go ahead with expensive 
range developments in the Trout Creek 
Mountains that will essentially benefit one 
livestock permittee. Though eliminating 
livestock use of these public lands would be 
far more ecologically and economically 
sound, the BLM refused to even consider 
such an alternative. 

In 1989 the BLM released a draft envi- 
ronmental assessment (EA) on proposed 
range developments and livestock manage- 
ment changes for the Whitehorse Butte allot- 
ment in the Trout Creek Mountains. For 
those unfamiliar with the area, the Trout 
Creeks are a range on the Oregon-Nevada 
border composed of high volcanic plateaus 
dissected by deep canyons. Though in an 
extremely arid region, the range has numer- 
ous perennial streams including Willow, 
Fifteenmile, Whitehorse, and its namesake, 
Trout Creek. [See Trout Creek article in June 
1990 issue, p. 1 1 .] 

Sagebrush and greasewood [Creosote] 
dominate the area's vegetation today, but 
historical accounts suggest that prior to the 
introduction of livestock, bunchgrasses were 
far more common on uplands, with willows 
dominating riparian areas, and aspen inhab- 
iting wet pockets at the highest elevations. 
Due to the rugged terrain, much of the Trout 
Creeks remains roadless, and several large 
BLM Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) are 
within the boundaries of the Whitehorse 
Butte Allotment. The Trout Creeks host such 
biological rarities as the only known popula- 
tions of Willow-Whitehorse Cutthroat 
Trout, a small population of California Big- 
horn Sheep, and several rare plant species; 
plus populations of antelope [Pronghorn], 
Sage Grouse, and other species common to 
the sagebrush deserts of the Intermountain 
West. 

Environmental Assessment 

I had spent time in the Trout Creek 
Mountains on several occasions so when the 
BLM sent me their draft EA on proposed 
management changes for the Whitehorse 
Butte allotment, I actually read it. The envi- 
ronmental degradation due to livestock 


continued from page 14 
most qualified ecologist in the region, and he 
lives near and knows the Nash Stream 
(whereas all the Tech Team members live in 
Concord, more than two hours away). Un- 
less there is a strong public outpouring of 
support for protecting the ecological integ- 
rity of the Nash Stream, Rice and his hench- 
men will simply ignore or corrupt the NSAC 
plan when they get it. 

To get a copy of the NSAC Plan (when it 
is released) and to find out where and when 
public meetings will be held, contact Tom 
Miner, Division of Forests and Lands, 172 
Pembroke Rd., Concord, NH 03301; Tel. 603 
271- 2214. Please attend the public meetings 
and tell Steve Rice you are watching. We 
have a chance to present a bold new manage- 
ment plan that will protect the Nash Stream 
Tract. But only if we prevent Rice and NH 
FAG from getting their exploitative way. 

Glacial Erratic 

Much of our spare (?) time is spent 
putting out the Glacial Erratic, a quarterly 
newsletter of the Northern Appalachians 
and Maritimes. We are very pleased by the 
praise our recent issues have received. Sev- 
eral supporters have told us it is the "best 
journal in New England." It contains up- 
dates on numerous issues from all around 
the region. If the anti-conservation biolo- 
gists succeed in neutering the once great 
Earth First! Journal, we hope activists 
throughout Turtle Island will consider ex- 
panding their regional newsletters as we 
have done. 

Our most recent issue. Fall 1990, con- 


documented by the BLM was shocking, but 
even more discouraging is how the BLM has 
responded to my concerns. 

The Whitehorse Butte allotment con- 
tains 126,982 acres of public lands. It is 
entirely controlled by one absentee owned 
ranch — the Whitehorse Ranch, whose 
owner, R.E. Naftzger, is a wealthy Califor- 
nian. For the exclusive privilege of grazing 
these public lands — an area bigger than 
many Wilderness Areas — the Whitehorse 
Ranch pays the BLM approximately $ 18,000 
a year (in’ 1989). However, not all that 
money goes to the federal treasury. Half of it 
automatically returns to the BLM district to 
build "range improvements" which directly 
benefit the Whitehorse Ranch. Another 12% 
is given to the County Grazing Board, which 
turns around and allots it to range develop- 
ments on public lands to benefit private 
cows. In the end the federal treasury receives 
less than $7000, or a few cents per acre. The 
$7000 doesn't even come close to compen- 
sating the BLM for the costs associated with 
routine monitoring and administration of 
this land, much less cover the costs associr 
ated with extensive range developments. 

Moreover, the BLM acknowledged in its 
EA that livestock grazing has caused and 
continues to cause excessive ecological deg- 
radation q^he Trout Creek Mountains. 
According^nheir own estimates 70% of the 
streams surveyed in the basin were in poor 
ecological condition, and none in excellent 
condition. The BLM noted that streams in 
the Trout Creeks contained the worst erosion 
in the district. 

Upland wet meadows were also in poor 
condition due to cattle grazing, and the BLM 
said "habitat for wildlife is below potential 
because of heavy livestock use." The BLM 
also acknowledged that soil erosion and 
gullying as a result of livestock use has low- 
ered water tables and eliminated many previ- 
ously existing meadows. 

Other BLM documents also recognize 
ecological problems associated with live- 
stock. A 1979 BLM document indicated that 
"most water quality firoblems on public 
lands were associated with livestock graz- 
ing." 

The BLM admitted in its EA that cattle 
grazing had destroyed riparian zones 
throughout the mountains. According to a 
BLM report entitled "Riparian Zones in Wild- 
life Habitats in Oregon and Washington," 
riparian areas are of critical importance to 
more than 80% of wildlife species in the area, 
from trout to Sage Grouse. Yet the BLM 
typically "sells" the grazing privileges to 
these areas for pennies. In a study by Elmore 
and Beschta reported in a 1987 Journal of 
Range Management article, the authors esti- 
mated that on the average a permittee in 
eastern Oregon paid 35 to 40 cents per mile 
of riparian area utilized. 

A 1981 BLM survey of fish habitatinthe 
Trout Creeks found that most was in fair to 


tained articles on: Adirondack Vigilantes (see 
p. 1 of the September EF1); Maine Old Growth 
Wars; Paper Mill Sludge Spreading in NH; a 
vision of an evolutionary preserve in the 
Berkshires of Massachusetts; PAW's manage- 
ment plan for the Nash Stream; the truth 
about NH Fish and Game; a strategy for 
"Informed Consent/Informed Rejection of 
Pesticide Spraying"; the ecological reasons 
for opposing Dam Relicensing; an update on 
the Hydro-Quebec project that will destroy 
the home of 10,000 Cree and Inuit and 

10,000 Caribou; a review of Gary Lawless's 
new book, First Sight of Land ; an essay on 
Ecological Ignorance in the Environmental 
Movement; critiques of pro-industry 
clearcut regulations in Maine; and more. 

Those working on the Glacial Erratic 
favor using all tools available to protect bio- 
diversity. Jeff Elliott even wore a tweed coat 
on the witness stand during the lampricide 
hearing! 

We urge all EF! subscribers in the north- 
ern Appalachians (and elsewhere) to sub- 
scribe. We are always looking for good ar- 
ticles and artwork and cartoons. We are also 
broke and need donations. We have access 
to a tax exempt organization for those of you 
with megabucks. If we can get on more solid 
financial footing, we willprobablyexpand to 
six issues per year. Right now, we can barely 
pay our last printing bill (actually, as of 
today, we can't). 

To subscribe, send $12.50 or more to: 
Glacial Erratic, RFD 1, Box 530, N. Stratford, 
NH 03590. If you hate articles that are well 
informed by conservation biology, save your 
money for bubblegum. 


poor condition as a result of streambank 
erosion, siltation, lack of pools, and lack of 
stream cover. The BLM tried to reduce im- 
pacts to this critical habitat by fencing 10 
miles of streamside, but "somehow" the 
gates to these exclosures always seemed to 
fall open and cattle continued to graze these 
areas. The BLM also tried to get the permittee 
to herd his cows out of riparian areas, but this 
failed too. 

As a result of the continuing decline of 
the Trout Creek watershed, the Willow- 
Whitehorse Trout, a rare subspecies of Cut- 
throat Trout, has suffered a population de- 
cline of more than 80%. The species is now 
a candidate for listing under the Endangered 
Species Act. 

The Oregon Fish and Game Department 
considers the Trout Creeks among the best 
areas in the state for Bighorn Sheep recovery. 
Yet, the present small population of Califor- 
nia Bighorn Sheep continues to face stiff 
competition from domestic livestock for 
water, space and forage. The BLM admits 
that grazing has impacted Beaver, Sage 
Grouse and perhaps Pronghorn. Although 
not documented, livestock grazing has no 
doubt affected other species as well. 

Furthermore, the proposed used of 
pipelines to get water to areas not presently 
usable by livestock will remove water from 
natural springs and streams, affecting 
aquatic ecosystems, and introduce grazing 
into uplands that are the only remaining 
areas for some wildlife species. First order 
springs, seeps and wet meadows will suffer 
further degradation. The BLM did not assess 
any of these impacts in its EA. 

In addition, new fencing and other 
range developments will compromise the 
wild integrity of several roadless areas. In 
their final EA, the BLM proposed spending 
more than $400,000 (almost twice the 
amount proposed in theirdraft EA) on range 
developments including a water pipeline 
and reservoir. 

The BLM's plan relies heavily on moni- 
toring and cooperation from the Whitehorse 
ranch (which, as the BLM admitted in its EA, 
could not be relied upon to carry out man- 
agement goals) to ensure compliance with 
new regulations. There is no assurance that 
funding will be available for the proposed 
monitoring. 

Protest of the EA 


ed. note: In the September EF!J Jamie Sayen 
reported on threats to the 1 700 acre unprotected 
portion of mature and old-growth forest at Big 
Reed Pond in north-central Maine. The Maine 
Nature Conservancy owns a 4800 acre preserve 
at Big Reed Pond, but has chosen not to purchase 
the 1700 acres west of the preserve. PAW 
(Preserve Appalachian Wilderness) asks forest 
proponents to urge the State to buy and protect 
the land. (Write Maine Department of Gofiser- 
vation. State House Station #22, Augusta, ME 
04333.) Here's an update on the issue: 

Logging and road-building continues in 
the area south of the preserve going north 
just beyond the west boundary. In early 
October a state of Maine official stated that 
no logging is going on currently because of 
"rain," but that statement must be taken 
with skepticism. 

In response to continued logging and 
the failure of the State of Maine to protect the 
old-growth, Jamie Sayen spiked a spruce tree 
on the State Capitol grounds on October 2 
while two others climbed a tree and hung a 
banner to distract the police. Jon Carter, a 
biology professor at the University of Maine 
at Farmington, gave interviews to the press 
with the sound of hammering in the back- 
ground. Jamie was arrested for his mischie- 
vous stunt. 

The next day, about 40 people demon- 
strated on the Capitol grounds to save the 
old-growth. Long-time Gulf of Maine EF! 
leader Gary Lawless organized the event. 

We have been promised an audience 
with an official from the Governor's office. 
We are pressuring the State of Maine to 
enjoin the owners [the Pingree heirs] from 
further logging and road-building and to 
purchase (by condemnation, if necessary) 
the land, plus a three mile wide buffer. 
Unpronounceable Maine Wildlands Need 
Help 

A long-time Maine forest activist and 
environmental gadfly, Charles FitzGerald, 
has gone to court to block the sale of the 

31,000 acre Namakanta-Debsconeag tract 
(see summer 1990 issue of Glacial Erratic). 
The tract contains an 8000 acre unroaded 


with concerns about the propriety of the 
proposals. I asked how they could justify 
spending the $400,000 when other alterna- 
tives such as reducing livestock numbers 
could improve conditions at much lower 
costs. I asked the BLM to list all costs associ- 
ated with managing the Whitehorse Butte 
allotment, including costs associated with 
the production of an EA, administration, 
monitoring, and construction and mainte- 
nance of all range developments. I asked 
them to do a cost-benefit analysis of each 
alternative and requested that they include 
an alternative that considered the costs and 
benefits of completely eliminating livestock 
grazing. I asked them to evaluate whether 
grazing by livestock is ecologically sustain- 
able in this region, given that the Great Basin 
Ecosystem evolved without any large grazing 
ungulates. 

The BLM's response to my concerns was 
surprising for an agency that touts its desire 
for public participation. In their final EA 
they ignored all my requests. So I filed a 
protest of their proposal. They ignored that 
as well. As a last resort, I filed an appeal. This 
got their attention, but not as I had hoped. 

First they said that since I lived a thou- 
sand miles from the Trout Creeks, it was 
questionable if 1 had a right to appeal their 
decisions! (They even underlined the 1000 
miles to emphasize it.) It seems the BLM feels 
that US citizens do not have a right to com- 
ment on agency management of public 
lands. Of course, they failed to note that the 
owner of the Whitehorse Ranch also lives 
1000 miles away. 

The BLM then said I had not demon- 
strated that I had any "legally recognizable 
interest which has been adversely affected by 
theirdecision." Apparently, beinga member 
of the public and caring about what happens 
on public land does not constitute an inter- 
est. 

The BLM threw out the rest of my appeal 
saying that they had no legal mandate to do 
a cost-benefit analysis. Nor are they legally 
required to consider a no cow grazing alter- 
native. Since they had already decided to 
graze the area, my request was "not appropri- 
ate for further analysis." 

Furthermore, they told me that in a 
document completed eight years earlier, the 
"Southern Malheur Rangeland Program 
Summary," they had decided that basically 
continued on page 16 


and wild area north ofNamakanta Lake with 
mature mixed conifers and northern hard- 
woods, the scenic Pollywog Stream Gorge, a 
remnant old-growth spruce stand on Ne- 
suntabunt Mountain, and 24 lakes and 
ponds. 

The area, currently owned by Georgia- 
Pacific, is endangered by a badly compro- 
mised sale and exchange deal involving vari- 
ous private parties and the State of Maine. 
According to FitzGerald, the deal is illegal 
because the State is obligated to supply up to 

150,000 cords from land it owns somewhere 
(that's 4000-5000 acres clearcut) for lumber 
and pulp making for Georgia-Pacific; this 
would violate the terms of the Land for 
Maine's Future bond issue, under which land 
purchased must not be managed for timber 
production. 

The roadless lands near Namakanta 
Lake, though showing scattered evidence of 
cutting during the log drive era, contain 
unbroken, mature forest of hemlock, 
spruces, pine, fir, cedar, Silver Birch, ash, and 
beech with a species mix and mossy under- 
growth evocative of Thoreau's depictions in 
The Maine Woods and a sense of isolation and 
remoteness rare in the East. Placing the 
entire 31,000 acre area under wilderness 
management, with an immediate ban on 
timber cutting and the closure and natural 
revegetation of roads, could go a long way 
toward successful reintroduction and re- 
population of Caribou in the general area 
within our lifetimes. 

Write the Maine Bureau of Public 
Lands, Maine Department of Conserva- 
tion, State House Station #22, Augusta, ME 
04333 and urge that they purchase out- 
right, with no strings attached, the 31,000 
acre Namakanta-Debsconeag tract and 
manage the entire area as Wilderness. Tell 
them that as a Maine taxpayer (or summer 
tourist) you will gladly submit to appro- 
priate forms of taxation to save this and 
other areas. 

— Erik G. Sohlberg 


Appalachian Wilderness . . . 


After reviewing the EA, I wrote the BLM 


Activists Challenge the State of Maine 


Big Reed Old-Growth IS Being Cut! 
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ELF Appeals 

Cheoah Bald Timber Sale 

ed. note: The following is condensed from The 
Dragon, the newsletter of Earth Liberation 
Front! (western North Carolina EF!). To sub- 
scribe, send hefty sums to ELF!, POB 1 71, Alex- 
ander, NC 28701. 

On August 17, the US Forest Service (FS) 
announced plans to build roads and harvest 
timber in North Carolina's largest remaining 
unprotected roadless area, Cheoah Bald. The 
western North Carolina Earth First! group, 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF), in an open 
letter to the citizens of Graham and Swain 
counties, where Cheoah Bald is located, 
announced plans to appeal the proposed 
project as a part of their SouthPAW project. 
[The SouthPAW Project, Sehwate'yi, is an 
extension of the Preserve Appalachian Wil- 
derness project started several years ago by 
Jamie Sayen and other EFIers in northern 
New England. Sehwate'yi, the Cherokee 
name for Cheoah Bald, means Place of the 
Hornet. It was named for a great hornet that 
lived on its peak and protected the mountain 
from intruders.] 

At 21,000 acres, Cheoah Bald was the 
largest area considered by the Forest Service 
for potential Wilderness designation in the 
RARE II (second Roadless Area Review and 
Evaluation) study. The area contains prime 
Black Bear habitat and old-growth oak 
stands. It is home to 4 listed Endangered or 
Threatened Species, 18 species up for review 
as Endangered or Threatened, and 1 1 species 
listed by the North Carolina Wildlife Re- 
sources Commission as state sensitive, 
threatened or endangered. The Cheoah Bald 
area contains 12 miles of the Appalachian 
Trail and serves as a watershed for the Nan- 
tahala River, which is under study for pos- 
sible designation as a federal Wild and Scenic 
River. 

After rejecting Cheoah Bald from Wil- 
derness consideration until it is reviewed 
again in 1997, the Forest Service slated the 
area for clearcutting and began punching 

Boondoggle . . . 

continued from page IS 
all of southern Oregon was suitable for graz- 
ing. Where was I then? That was my chance 
to bring up a no cow alternative. Since the 
BLM didn't hear a peep out of me eight years 
ago, I had no right to bring up "new" issues 
now. 

Of course, the Southern Malheur Sum- 
mary was very general and did not consider 
specific management actions on specific al- 
lotments. But now that we were on a specific 
allotment, the BLM said it was inappropriate 
for me to be specific. 

Conclusion 

Extensive evidence shows that livestock 
grazing has caused more environmental deg- 
radation than any other single source, in the 
Trout Creeks and elsewhere in the West. The 
BLM should do a cost-benefit analysis of its 
grazing program. Unless it can demonstrate 
that grazing by domestic livestock is not sig- 
nificantly compromising public values — 
particularly ecological health — livestock 
grazing on BLM lands should be terminated. 
Additionally, the BLM must begin to take 
seriously its commitment to public partici- 
pation. Judging by the agency's response to 
my concerns about the Trout Creeks, the 
conclusions of the GAO report were all too 
true. The BLM is undeniably putting the 
welfare of ranchers ahead of the welfare of 
the land. 
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roads through the forest, moving to disqual- 
ify its status as roadless and its possible future 
designation as Wilderness. In its appeal of 
the FS decision, SouthPAW asks that there be 
no cutting whatsoever in the Cheoah Bald 
area, and that all roads constructed in the 
area since RARE II be obliterated. 

In their Final Environmental Impact 
Statement and Record of Decision, the Forest 
Service claims to be managing the area for 
"Multiple Uses": Timber Production, Wild- 
life, and Forest Health. They are managing 
the area for timber, not surprisingly, by cut- 
ting down trees. 

The FS has designated the Eastern Wild 
Turkey as the wildlife indicator species for 
most of the area. The Eastern Wild Turkey 
needs disturbed, early successional forest for 
habitat. There is little early successional 
forest in the large undisturbed area, so the FS 
is managing for wildlife, also, by cutting 
down trees. Why has the FS chosen a species 
dependent on disturbed forest as the indica- 
tor management species for one of the last 
remaining undisturbed areas of the public 
forest? There seems to be no answer other 
than as an excuse to cut more forest. 

In order to manage for forest health, the 
Forest Service is addressing the problem of 
oak decline. Oak decline is a name given to 
a little understood phenomenon occurring 
in the Southern Appalachians. Oak trees in 
great numbers are dying back from the 
crown. The FS has conducted numerous 
studies of oak decline, but has been unable to 
pinpoint its cause. 

It seems a number of related factors are 
causing oaks to succumb to environmental 
stresses such as bug infestation and root 
fungi that in the past only weeded out 
weaker members of species. The defense 
systems of the oaks have been weakened. 
TTiis may be due to spring frosts and other 
weather variables, as the FS claims, or it may 
be a result of acid rain, which has caused a 
weakening of the defense systems of numer- 
ous other tree species throughout the coun- 
try, causing them to succumb to already 
present environmental factors that in the 
past caused only minor inconvenience. But 
the US government has stated that it is un- 
clear whether or not acid rain even exists and 
so the possibility is not being addressed. 
Instead, the FS has decided that the best way 
to eliminate oak decline is to cut down all the 
oak trees either damaged or potentially vul- 
nerable. The FS Is managing for forest health, 
too, by cutting down trees. 

In the short term, the proposed action 
might benefit the residents of Graham and 
Swain counties, as an estimated 14 jobs 
would be provided by the logging. Graham 
and Swain counties have the highest unem- 
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behalf of an ecosystem. Living at the end of 
history as we are, they are the best I can do to 
communicate my sorrow and hope to the 
mind behind nature. 

When I exited the dead tree's heart I 
witnessed an unusual optical phenomenon 
in the eastern sky: a fog rainbow! The sun 
was shining through the thinning mists and 
was silhouetted behind a Douglas-fir high 
upon a ridge. The effect was startling and 
beautiful. A full spectrum sunburst almost 
too astonishing to believe emanated from 
the tree. After a minute or two the fog 
thickened and the rainbow disappeared. I 
felt like my prayers had been heard. Whether 
or not they will be answered is another story . 
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ployment rate in the country and are cur- 
rently the most dependent on timber for 
jobs. Over 80% of the land in the two 
counties is owned by the federal govern- 
ment. Their jobs and their tax base currently 
depend on timber receipts. Why has the 
government forced these people into a posi- 
tion whereby the only way they can eke out 
a modest living is through the destruction of 
the land on which they live? 

Some citizens of these counties have 
expressed anger at those they feel would take 
away their jobs for the selfish desires of an 
elite minority. However, the non-human 
inhabitants, the old-growth forests, the riv- 
ers and mountains are not an elite group. 

In addition to the old "Environmental- 
ist vs. Jobs" debate, the Forest Service has 
used an interesting new polemic, Environ- 
mentalists vs. The Environment. It has been 
concluded that if a shelterwood or group 
selection cut is conducted in a stand of oak 
trees, the resultant stress from road-building 
and timber operations will cause a great 
increase in susceptibility to oak decline. The 
obvious answer is not to cut at all, but the FS 
answer is to clearcut. There is no conclusive 
evidence, even according to the Forest 
Service's own findings, that a new healthier 
oak forest will regenerate after a clearcut, 
even with the prescribed application of 
herbicides to competitive species. But the FS 
is willing to take the "risk." 

If an alternative method is used, their 
argument goes, the remaining trees will be 
susceptible to oak decline. But the damned 
environmentalists oppose clearcutting; they 
[mainstream environmentalistsUaave asked 
the Forest Service to use alterrramre harvest 
techniques. "The remaining oaks left after (a 
shelterwood) harvest may die due to oak 
decline. But at this time, it is worth the risk 
to address the public concern over clearcut- 
ting." (Bjorn Dahl, Record of Decision, p.7) 
According to the FEIS and the Record of 
Decision, those who wish to maintain the 
health of the forest are represented by those 
who want it clearcut, namely the Forest Serv- 
ice and the timber industries. Nonsense. 

The Forest Service is merely fulfilling its 
long established role as the apologist and 
public relations firm for industry greed, a role 
that prompted the Journal of Forestry to refer 
to it as a "schizophrenic" agency that "con- 
structs roads and designs clearcuts across a 
pristine mountainside while another branch 
(of the agency) makes slide shows espousing 
an absolutist land ethic and exhorting back- 
packers to 'tread lightly' upon the earth." (5- 
90, p.37) Their plan to use "alternative 
cutting metnoas " in tms area as a response to 
"public concern" is entirely inappropriate. 
The question has never been, as the Forest 
Service would have it, "How to cut Cheoah." 
The question is "Whether to cut Cheoah"; 
and clearly, the answer is No. 

Industry Befouls 
Shenandoah NP 

The National Park Service (NPS) has 
been monitoring the effects of air pollution 
within Virginia's 195,000 acre Shenandoah 
National Park since 1980. According to 
National Park officials, visibility in the Park is 
impaired by pollution 90% of the time. Data 
collected at the Park indicates that industrial 
sulfates are the main culprit, contributing to 
70-85% of the Park's visibility impairment. 
Fifty years ago average visual range from and 
within the Park was 150 kilometers. Visibil- 
ity now ranges from 10-113 km, with sum- 
mer months averaging only 10-36 km. 

Furthermore, 50% of the Park's streams 
are currently classified as "acid sensitive," 
meaning the slightest increase in acidifica- 
tion could injure the aquatic life of these 
streams. Dangerously high levels of ozone 
are also becoming the norm within the Park 
each summer. Trees and plants have been 
damaged by the high doses of ozone. 

To protect Shenandoah NP from further 
damage the Park's designated Federal Land 
Manager, Scott Sewell, has requested in a 
federal Adverse Impact Statement that Vir- 
ginia not issue an air permit to Multitrade 
Limited, Inc., one of about 40 new power 
plants proposed for construction in this 
state. The NPS plans to take similar action 
against the other recently proposed power 
plants unless Virginia develops an energy 
plan that will provide for the protection of 
the state’s natural resources. Such a plan 
might recommend conservation as an alter- 
native to new power plant construction and 
require those new power plants that are built 
to employ state-of-the-art pollution control 
technology. 

The Adverse Impact Statement, the 
first of its kind issued in this country, is a 
bold step for the National Park Service. 
The power companies of Virginia are be- 
ginning to flex their muscles in response 
to the NPS statement. Jt is crucial that you 
express support for this NPS action. Please 
write the following (priority to the first): 
*The Honorable Elizabeth Haskell, Vir- 
ginia Secretary of Natural Resources, POB 
1475, Richmond, VA 23212 
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•Assistant .Secretary, for fish, WiltUifa and Parks, US t 
Interior Dept, 18th & C Sts, Washington, DC 20013 
•James Strock, Assistant Administrator, Enforcement 
and Compliance Monitoring, Environmental Protection 
Agency, 401 M St SW, DC 20460 
•John Warner, US Senate, DC 20510 
•Charles Robb, Senate, same 

•James Olin, US House of Representatives, DC 20515 
*D. French Slaughter, House, same 

— Shelley Bourdon, Rockbridge Area 
Conservation Council 

Justice Prevails in South 
Carolina Roadless Area 

In late September, a timber sale in the 
Long Creek RARE II area of South Carolina's 
Sumpter National Forest was halted only 
days after the arrest of Forest Green, a local 
activist, who had chained himself to a tree in 
front of bulldozers, in an attempt to halt 
construction of the timber sale access road. 
The South Carolina Forest Watchers had 
filed suit to stop the sale, citing violations of 
the National Environmental Policy Act and 
the National Forest Management Act, but 
before the suit could be heard by the court 
the Forest Service allowed the logging firm to 
begin construction of the mile-long timber 
road. 

A few days after construction began, the 
Justice Department, in consultation with the 
court, advised the Forest Service that the 
Environmental Assessment for the sale was 
indefensible and the sale should be stopped 
until new NEPA documentation could be 
prepared. The Justice Department admitted 
that the FS violated NEPA when the Andrew 
Pickens Ranger District rewrote an old envi- 
ronmental assessment for the sale but failed 
to issue the EA for public comment. The 
court ordered the FS to begin negotiations 
with the environmental groups opposed to 
the sale, which include a local chapter of the 
Alliance of Forest Service Employees for 
Environmental Ethics [AFSEE, the new group 
started by Jeff DeBonis]. 

Billy Campbell, a leader of the South 
Carolina Forest Watchers, described the 
Long Creek area, which is near the Chat- 
tooga Wild and Scenic River, as a feeding 
ground for Black Bear and some of the last 
habitat of Eastern Cougar. Campbell said the 
timber sale would be below-cost, a relatively 
rare event in the rich forests of the Southeast 
Piedmont. 

Green said his action was a last gasp 
measure to protect one of the truly outstand- 
ing areas of the Southeast. 

—Jeffrey St. Clair 

Chesapeake EF! 

Monitors Threats 

ed. note: The following news briefs are adapted 
from Chesapeake Earth First! Ecosystem Up- 
dates of September 1990. Chesapeake EF! wel- 
comes help and donations. Write POB 184, 
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732; or call Ron 
Huber 301-855-2975. 

Chesapeake Earth First! was formed in 
response to the growing assault on the eco- 
systems of the Chesapeake Bay and its 64,000 
square mile watershed. While major popula- 
tion declines have occurred among plank- 
ton, invertebrates, fish and birds of the Bay 
itself, and thousands of acres of forest and 
wetlands have been destroyed, mainstream 
environmental groups have been largely 
ineffectual in mobilizing public opinion 
against the interests profiting from the de- 
struction. 

DRIFT-NETTING — This destructive 
form of fishing, which is wiping out whole 
Pacific Ocean ecosystems, is also being prac- 
ticed in the Bay. The target species is the 
Striped Bass (also called rock fish), but as 
even the Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources admits, many other species are 
caught by these non-selective nets. Mary- 
land has approved a commercial netting 
season on female Striped Bass as they enter 
their spawning areas this winter. The slight 
recovery of Striped Bass populations in re- 
cent years may be undone by this netting. 

The netting season will run from November 
12 to December 7. Chesapeake EF! will 
monitor the "curtains of death" this autumn 
to see what the drift-netters are catching. 
Appropriate measures will then be deter- 
mined and taken. 

SPECIES ENDANGERMENT— Mary- 
land has over 30 known threatened or en- 
dangered species, most of whom live within 
the Chesapeake Bay's watershed. Their 
homes are protected in some areas, but be- 
cause of understaffing in the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the Maryland Natural 
Heritage Program, most habitats of these 
beings are vanishing. Developers in Mary- 
land, Delaware, and Virginia forests can 
bulldoze away whole populations, with 
nobody the wiser. The official protectors of 
endangered species are happy to embark on 
the protection process — if only someone 
will locate the species for them first. Chesap- 
eake EF! proposes to do just that. 

TERRAPIN TRAPPING —The Diamond- 
back Terrapin is dying in record numbers in 
the Bay. Not only drift-netters but slob 
crabbers are to blame. Yuppies and other 




weekend vacationers with waterfront homes 
frequently'leave theit crab pots (Wife' mesh 
traps with one-way funnel openings, baited 
with pieces of eel) submerged in the water all 
week long, hoping to have a dozen or more 
crabs waiting for them upon their return the 
following weekend. 

Unfortunately, diamondbacks find the 
eel bait irresistible and clamber inside, where 
they drown if not removed within 8 hours. 
Hundreds, maybe thousands of terrapins are 
dying as a result. The Maryland government 
doesn't know what to do about this. Your 
ideas are welcome. 

ACID SOIL EXPOSURE — A wide swath 
of central Maryland and parts of Virginia and 
Delaware possess a naturally occurring, but 
deadly, subsoil called glauconite. Better 
known as "acid soil," glauconite contains 
sulfuric acid and other dangerous chemicals. 
Acid from glauconite brought to the surface 
by construction work is leached from the soil 
during rainstorms and washed into the near- 
est stream or pond, giving a massive pH 
shock to the aquatic inhabitants. Many 
invertebrates die, unable to tolerate the sud- 
den increase in acidity. Sulfide salts in acid 
soil sterilize the eggs of fish and other crea- 
tures, which can cause local extinctions. 
Construction in acid soil zones may also be 
implicated in the death of submerged 
aquatic vegetation, the underwater grasses 
and algae that provide one of the most 
important habitats in Chesapeake Bay. 

Chesapeake Earth First! is mapping 
construction and road-building sites where 
acid soil exists. We plan to sue the State and 
the polluters: the state for failing to imple- 
ment a strategy to control acid soil, and 
developers for discharging sulfuric acid into 
streams without a permit! 

SILTATION — Silt leaking from improp- 
erly protected construction sites is a deadly 
foe of Chesapeake Bay life. A single site can 
dump 100,000 tons of silt a year into neigh- 
boring streams. It can take a century for a 
stream to recover from just one poorly pro- 
tected site. 

County governments have sediment 
control officers, but once again, under-staff- 
ing means under-monitoring. An inspector 
may have 150 sites to check after every rain- 
storm. Many sites don't get checked and 
continue to strangle the waterways, choking 
spawningbeds, smothering freshwater snails 
and mussels, and abrading the sensitive gills 
of fish and invertebrates. 

So ... seek construction sites in your 
area. See if black plastic silt fences and straw 
bales are up around each site, keeping silt 
from leaving. Watch these sites. Every 
cleared area that is not actively being con- 
structed or graded for two weeks must be 
"stabilized" (covered with straw or seeded 
with grasses). Stabilization can reduce off- 
site sediment pollution by up to 95%. 

If they aren't using properly main- 
tained silt controls at a site (as evidenced by 
broken or overflowing silt fence, washed out 
bales, unseeded bare areas ...) call the Mary- 
land Department of the Environment's Sedi- 
ment and Stormwater Hotline 1-800-448- 
5826. Ask for your county's silt inspector. 
Give them the location and description of 
the violations and request being notified of 
the results. Check the site again in 10 days. 
If it is still leaking silt, call your state senator 
or congressional representative. Ask to be 
notified of actions taken. For more informa- 
tion, contact Maryland Save Our Streams at 
1-800-448-5826 or 301-969-0084 and ask for 
their handouts on silt control and stream 
monitoring. 

— Ron Huber 

James Bay Still Needs Help 

ed. note: Phase 2 of the James Bay hydro- 
electric project, as with many projects of doom, is 
being dragged out so long that it's easy to forget 
about it ... but don’t! This has been called the 
largest industrial project in North American 
history. Presently, phase 2 is in the surveying 
stages. The first phase of the James Bay project 
flooded vast areas of land (among the countless 
wildlife fatalities were 10,000 Caribou who 
drowned because their migration route was 
flooded), but the region remains wild enough to 
make its defense a conservation priority. As a 
reminder, here are the basic facts, courtesy of the 
James Bay Defense Coalition. 

The James Bay region of northern Que- 
bec and Ontario is the largest major wilder- 
ness left in eastern North America. It is home 
to large populations of waterfowl. Polar Bear, 
seals, and Caribou, as well as to 10,000 Cree 
Indians and Inuit (Eskimo). The proposed 
Hydro-Quebec project would dam almost 
every river discharging into James Bay, 
flooding a forested area equal in size to Lake 
Ontario, and thus displace both wildlife and 
people. Since the New York Power Authority 
has signed a contract with Hydro-Quebec for 
1000 megawatts, New York is a prime con- 
tributor to this proposed environmental 
destruction. One of the state's goals is to 
provide electricity to the New York City area, 
specifically, to New York, Westchester, Rock- 
land, Orange, Nassau, and Suffolk Counties. 


To join the fight to stop this project contact 
the James Bay Defense Coalition, New York 
Chapter, 310 W 52 St, New York, NY 10019 
(21 2-765-95 1 0); and the Muskeg Action Group, 
POB 92, Plainsfield, VT 05667. 

Boycott 

Precious Metals and Stones! 

Like the trading of ivory and exotic 
wildlife, the mining and refining of precious 
metals (gold, silver, platinum, etc.) and 
stones (diamonds, rubies, emeralds, etc.) are 
destroying ecosystems. [See World News last 
issue.) Anyone who has seen where gold 
placer operations have torn up a river doesn't 
need to be told this. Because these "pre- 
cious" substances occur in nature only in 
very low concentrations, enormous 
amounts of rock must be moved, ground up 
and processed with chemicals to recover 
them. Frequently these rocks contain poi- 
sonous substances, such as arsenic, cadmium 
and sulfides, that are released in processing. 

Gold and silver In the metallic form, as 
in placers, are recovered by treating are with 
mercury (which is highly toxic) to form 
amalgams which then poison rivers. This is 
now happening on a large scale in the pris- 
tine rainforests of Amazonia. Another form 
of recovery utilizes potassium cyanide, one 
of the most toxic substances known. A 
solution of this substance is passed through 
finely ground gold and silver ores to dissolve 
the metals. The "bullion” is then deposited 
by filtration through zinc. Ponded cyanide 
waters resulting from gold mining kill wild- 
life. 

It’s time to strike back at the gTeedy 
Earth-destroying mining firms. No one 
worthy of the name "environmentalist" 
(President Bush excluded!) should sell or 
purchase jewelry or any trivial artifact made 
of precious metals or stones. Also we should 
reduce other uses such as in electrical equip- 
ment, automotive emission controls (which 
may contain platinum) and other consumer 


items. We can do this by consuming and 
driving far less and by encouraging benign 
substitutes where possible. 

The record of environmental groups on 
this problem is not good. The Wilderness 
Society, for example, regularly advertises 
jewelry (sterling silver pins, meatball gold 
coins, etc.). I've told them to stop, just as I 
told them to reject GM ads several years ago. 
Hopefully, they'll see the light. However it 
illustrates once more the ankle-deep com- 
mitment of some environmental groups to 
saving the planet. 

So, if you're tempted by those gold ear- 
rings, nose-plugs, or ruby rings ... just say no 
and help save habitat. 

— Bob Mueller 

Mainstreamers Weak on Oil 

ed. note: The following is adapted from 
Fossil Fuels Policy Action Institute's Update 
and Oil Report of 9-5-90. Fossil Fuels Action 
recently founded the EcoDemocracy coalition, 
and is now working fora moratorium on paving 
in this country. They are helping to circulate the 
booklet Beyond Oil ($5 from Carrying Capac- 
ity, Inc., 1325 G St. NW, Suite 1003, DC 
20005), which, though published in 1986, is 
still a timely and devastating indictment of the 
oil economy. For copies of EcoDemocracy' s 
paving moratorium petition or Fossil Fuels litera- 
ture, write (and include a donation if possible) 
Fossil Fuels Action, POB 8558, Fredericksburg, 
VA 22404. 

Just as mainstream media reporters 
generally accept industry views of the oil 
situation (except on price gouging), for envi- 
ronmental and energy conservation cover- 
age the "establishment" is sought, often 
unintentionally. The Energy Conservation 
Coalition and the Communications Consor- 
tium are umbrella groups mostly for the 
large, DC-based environmental groups. 
Their officials are an apparently unanimous 
environmentalist front when the Washing- 
ton Post oi the Associated Press, for example, 


call on them for "the" environmentalist 
reaction. 

It was clear at Fossil Fuels Action's and 
Worldwatch's August 17 press briefing that 
"the" environmentalist message was differ- 
ent. Notwithstanding 8 camera crews, sev- 
eral DC-based environmentalists decided 
not to be part of the briefing. After the 
successful event. Fossil Fuels Action was in- 
formed by Communications Consortium 
that some of Fossil Fuels Action’s positions 
are at "cross purposes" with the leading DC 
groups. 

We at Fossil Fuels Action have some 
fundamental disagreements with Establish- 
ment Environmentalism, as our EcoDe- 
mocracy platform demonstrates. Fossil Fuels 
Action accepts the conclusions and recom- 
mendations of Beyond Oil — including that 
the US needs fundamental restructuring for a 
decentralized economy with high employ- 
ment through lower per capita productivity 
— while many DC environmentalists are 
disturbed by its pessimism over technology 
and growth. We do share many important 
goals with these groups, such as reducing 
fossil fuels use, and we have common ene- 
mies in the Bush-Reagan energy policy and 
environmental onslaught. But these envi- 
ronmentalists don't seek to get society away 
from fuels. 

There is much to be said for striving to 
accomplish what is realistic, recognizing 
limitations. Our commercial culture cannot 
change its stripes overnight. But when 
“better technology" and compromise re- 
forms for Capitol Hill consensus have foiled, 
then it is time for something new. It's time 
for the Conservation Revolution.... 

The Wild Rockies National 
Lands Act of ... 1990? 

A new kind of legislation to protect 
America's ecosystems is being proposed by 
the Alliance for the Wild Rockies. The Wild 
continued on page 18 
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Artists Protest 

Maxxam's New Headquarters 


On September 27 the Union of 
Independent Artists, joined by Earth 
First! Corporate Fall organizer Darryl 
Chemey, held a rally and parade 
outside Maxxam's new corporate 
headquarters at San Felipe and Au- 
gusta in Houston, Texas. The artists 
brought dozens of their creations, in- 
cluding animal sculptures, oil paint- 
ings, and masks. 

Maxxam has already attempted 
to stifle the artists' free speech by 
requesting that the Houston Police 
revoke the permit issued to Richard 
Roederer, an artist who had previ- 
ously stirred up controversy with an 
oil painting protesting the Exxon oil 
spill at Prince Wilbam Sound. The 
issue of this protest, however, was the 
liquidation of ancient Coast Red- 
woods in California to pay off 
Maxxam's junk bond debt incurred 
by the leveraged buyout of the once 


environmentally conservative Pa- 
cific Lumber Co. of Scotia, CA. 

A coalition of environmental 
and artist groups has notified over 
5000 Houstonians of Charles 
Hurwitz's plunder. Hurwitz is the 
Chairman of the Board of Maxxam. 
"We're ecstatic that the people of 
Houston are going after this red- 
wood vampire in his corporate 
crypt," said Chemey. "That's what 
Corporate Fall is all about — going 
after the corporate executives in 
their urban ivory towers and at their 
estate homes." 

For information on Corporate Fall, 
call Judi Bari at 707-485-5 740 or 459- 
1460; or Darryl Chemey at 713-227- 
0556. 
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Tribal Lore 


continued from page 18 
Rockies National Lands Act is based not on 
state boundaries and political dealing, but 
on the needs of ecosystems. The act repre- 
sents a new approach to protecting 
America’s remaining wildlands. 

The bill covers the Wild Rockies Bi- 
oregion, and contains designation for the US 
portion thereof. Canadian lands must be 
dealt with through the Parliamentary proc- 
ess in Canada. 

The bill takes a national approach. The 
fate of federal wildlands should not be left to 
state delegations. These public lands belong 
equally to all Americans. All 535 federal 
elected officials and the American public 
should be involved. 

The Alliance for the Wild Rockies is 
asking Congress to, for the first time in US 
history, protect roadless lands based not on 
the politics of compromise and expediency, 
but on the needs of the land itself. In a recent 
trip to Washington, DC, Mike Bader, Cass 
Chinske, Kathy Togni, et. al. from the Alli- 
ance, joined by Carole King & John Oates 
(whom you may know), Tim Hermach of the 
Native Forest Council, Jeff DeBonis (of 
AFSEEE [Association of Forest Service Em- 
ployees for Environmental Ethics], the Forest 
Service Underground), and myself, on behalf 
of the Sierra Club's NY Atlantic Chapter, 
visited our Congressional representatives to 
plead for decisive action to protect Northern 
Rockies wilderness. 

What the Act Would Do 

•Designate 13,015,730 acres of roadless 
land in Montana, Idaho, northwestern 
Wyoming, northeastern Oregon, and south- 
eastern Washington, as new Wilderness all at 
once. 

*Set up studies of two areas for consid- 
eration as new National Parks: the North 
Fork of the Flathead (west side), adjacent to 
Glacier National Park, in the Flathead Na- 
tional Forest (284,000 acres); and the Hells 
Canyon area of Oregon and Idaho, including 
the Hells Canyon National Recreation Area, 
Eagle Cap Wilderness, and portions of the 
Wallowa-Whitman, Nez Perce, and Payette 
National Forests (1.5 million acres). 

*Set up a three-year study of the Badger/ 
Two Medicine area for possible designation 
as Wilderness, providing, however, that the 
Blackfeet Nation have their treaty rights to 
this land (pursuant to their 1896 treaty with 
the US government) respected. The land 
shall be protected from mining claims, oil 
and gas exploration, and road-building for 
the duration of the study, and special consid- 
eration will be given to the "religious, wilder- 
ness and wildlife uses of the area, taking into 
account any treaties the United States has 
entered into with the Blackfeet Nation.” 

'Designate 917.1 new miles of Wild and 
Scenic Rivers within this ecosystem, and 
provide for three-year studies to consider 
protecting another 186.6 miles of rivers in 
this area. 

'Provide for the establishment of a 
National Wildland Restoration and Recov- 
ery System, funded by Congress, to be ad- 
ministered by a newly created Wildland 
Recovery Corps, to restore "native vegetative 
cover and species diversity, stabilize slopes 
and soils so as to prevent or reduce further 
erosion, recontour slopes to their original 
contours, remove barriers to natural fish 
spawning runs, and generally restore ... said 
lands to their natural condition as existed 
prior to their entry and development." 

Clearly, this is an innovative approach 
to wildlands protection. In DC, the Powers 
That Be do not understand the concept of 
protecting ecosystems that cross state 
boundaries. We need to help them under- 
stand. 

To aid In this effort, contact the Alli- 
ance for the Wild Rockies at POB 8731, 
Missoula, MT 59807 (406-721-5420). The 
Alliance welcomes contributions. Also, 
write your senators and representative in 
support of the Wild Rockies National 
Lands Act. 

— Margaret Hays Young, Sierra Club 
Atlantic Chapter 


How to Miss the Big Picture 

Officials Discuss Wolves and Grizzlies 

On July 25-27 the western shore of 
Lower St. Mary Lake on the Blackfeet Indian 
Reservation was the scene of a gathering of 
biologists and other interested individuals 
for discussions on the status and future of the 
Gray Wolf and Grizzly Bear. With griz habi- 
tat continuing to be destroyed by the timber 
industry and other greedy developers, and 
citizen-mandated wolf recovery essentially 
dead in the water, this exhibition of shallow 
science was quite a disappointment. After 
three days of mostly recycled rhetoric, it was 
clear that citizen activists are far ahead of 
biologists, ranchers, politicians, and main- 
stream national environmental organiza- 
tions in political courage, creativity, and 
deep ecological awareness. 

For example, FS wildlife biologist Seth 
Diamond, of the Lewis and Clark National 
Forest, claims to be improving Grizzly Bear 
habitat by doing controlled burns and using 
feller-bunchers to make small clearcuts on 
the edge of roadless areas so buffalo berries 
(griz food) can replace trees. Another facet of 
this public relations ploy by the timber in- 
dustry and the Forest Service involves plant- 
ing a monoculture of Whitebark Pine at 
elevations below the tree's normal habitat 
without prior research on its ecology or the 
bear's relationship to that food source. 
When asked why he wasn't strongly advocat- 
ing the discontinuance of habit-destroying 
wildfire suppression policies, Diamond 
claimed the issue is too politically sensitive! 
Word has it that Diamond has been re- 
warded for his efforts by being put in charge 
of the timber cut in his district. 

Ranchers were well-represented in the 
list of people invited to the panel discussion 
on public expectations of wolf/griz recovery, 
as were outfitters and representatives of 
mainstream wildlife advocacy organiza- 
tions. But the meeting organizers apparently 
lacked the courage to hear the deep ecology 
perspective that the Wolf Action Group, 
Grizzly Bear Task Force or EF! Biodiversity 
Project would have represented. (How dare 
we challenge the legitimacy of the sacred 
cow and other icons of industrial greed!) 
Mike Madel of the FS did present an innova- 
tive idea on eliminating livestock “bone- 
yards." His carcass redistribution program 
randomly relocates the rotten meat so Griz- 
zlies don't make habits of visiting the same 
areas on ranch lands and thereby get into 
grave danger. (Bu t let no one suggest that the 
private landowners in sensitive areas be 
mandated to follow practices that will elimi- 
nate conflicts. Such guidelines might stray 
too far in curtailing free enterprise .) 

Carter Niemeyer of Animal Damage 
Control (ADQ epitomized the rigid, mind- 
less bureaucratic mindset at this meeting. He 
asked for and received his own panel, proba- 
bly because ADC is starting to feel the heat. 
Niemeyer claims that ADC is not a manage- 
ment agency, yet admitted that it makes 
decisions on whether to "take control ac- 
tions" on predators and which to "control" 
(kill). He also admitted that ADC does not 
evaluate the cleanliness of a complaining 
rancher's operation when deciding whether 
or not to control the predator(s) involved. 
When asked why so much money is spent on 
inefficient relocation or "control" opera- 
tions while aversive conditioning is not at- 
tempted on wolves, Niemeyer pleaded, "We 
don't know how.” 

No, education is not the responsibility 
of government lackeys. 

Nor is speaking the truth: "We don't get 
money directly from the livestock industry." 
Compare that to a quote from the 1989 
Annual Report, Montana Animal Damage 
Control: "The ADC program would like to 
acknowledge the continued support of the 
MT Woolgrowers Association, MT Dept of 
Livestock, MT Stockgrowers Association, MT 
Dept of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, and individ- 
ual woolgrowers who helped fund the pro- 
gram." Indeed, Niemeyer’s office is on land 
leased from a rancher. 

The Gray Wolf and Grizzly Bear are 
demonstrating in their greatly reduced 
numbers the damage done to their home- 
lands. That their status has not improved 


ORVheads to Run Illegal 
- Barstow to Vegas Race 


Some people just won’t let the desert 

heal. 

Last year, the BLM banned that land- 
raping atrocity known as the Barstow to 
Vegas ORV race. There were scads of good 
reasons to shut it down, but the one they 
used was protection of the fast-disappearing 
Desert Tortoise. 

Well, those upstanding guys who 
brought us the Sahara Club (Stu pored Hunky 


and the Fat-end Duck) are planning a 
Barstow to Vegas Protest Ride for Thanksgiv- 
ing weekend. They will demonstrate their 
masculinity to anyone who cares by trashing 
a wide swath of desert habitat along the 150- 
mile course. 

They made a point of sending out a 
notice about the event to environmental 
groups in the region. 



Stumpy the Stump and some malevolent bear were part of the Stop Clearcutting Our National 
Forests Rally in Washington, DC, on Sept. 16. The rally, demanding introduction and 
passage of the Native Forests Protection Act, was attended by over 1 000 citizen activists from 
around the country. It was sponsored by the new Save America's Forests Coalition. 


since the passage of the Endangered Species 
Act is a testament to thCTnerfia of the agency 
bureaucracies charged with their protection. 
As long as decisions continue to be made 
without consideration of the cumulative 
effects to the ecosystems and the declining 
biodiversity contained therein, activists will 
need to take the lead in griz and wolf recov- 
ery. What the reader can do is work with 
WAG, WAN, EF1BP, GBTF, and WREF! to 
pressure the biocrats and present the truth to 
citizens everywhere. 

—Jeff Juel, from Wild Rockies Review 
summer 1990 

Blackfeet Defend 
Old Man River 

On a southern Alberta Indian reserve a 
bulldozer was at work for most of August. 
The Lonefighters Society, a Blackfoot group 
organized to defend the Old Man River, is 
attempting to stop a huge dam project that 
would devastate their ecosystem and their 
sacred river. In order to protect the river, the 
Lonefighters Society, with the support of the 
Peigen Band Council, has undertaken to re- 
divert the river, back to its original river bed, 
and thereby make the new dam proposal 
essentially worthless. 

The Old Man dam proposal has been 
embroiled in controversy for the past decade. 
According to Equinox Magazine, most of the 
farmers destined to receive the water admit 
the dam would be unnecessary if water con- 
servation programs were enacted; yet, al- 
most as a matter of principle, the Alberta 
government moves ahead with construction 
over the opposition of the Native and envi- 
ronmental groups. In March 1990, after 
several years of litigation by both the Peigan 
Band and Friends of the Old Man River, the 
Federal Court of Appeal ruled that the $354 
million dam had not received a proper envi- 
ronmental assessment by the federal govern- 
ment, in view of the effects the dam would 
have on "federal responsibilities, namely 
fisheries, Indians and Indian lands." Al- 
though the decision was clearly a victory for 
opponents of the dam, the court did not 
order a halt to construction. 

Despite subsequent legal proceedings 
by the Peigan Band and the environmental 
groups, the provincial government has con- 
tinued construction of the dam, and antici- 
pates the project will be 80% complete by 
early this fall. The Blackfoot people feel they 
attempted every legal proceeding possible to 
stop the dam, only to be faced with contin- 
ued construction. Thus, the Lonefighters 
Society and the Blackfoot Nation decided to 
take direct action. 

The Blackfeet decided to divert the Old 
Man River back to its original course. "We're 
simply moving a river on our land back to 
another part of our land" said Milton Born 
with a Tooth, a Lonefighters Society repre- 
sentative. 

The Old Man River was originally di- 
verted in 1923, taking a substantial amount 
of water from the reserve, and putting it into 
an irrigation system to serve 150,000 acres of 
rich farmland arid a few towns downstream. 
The 1923 diversion was a small "run of the 
river” dam, which used dikes and a canal to 
move the river into an irrigation weir for the 
Lethbridge Northern Irrigation District. 

The Blackfoot strategy has been to plow 
through the government dikes and dredge 
the old channel, to allow the river to return 
to its original course. At the end of August, 
they were half way through their "libera- 
tion" of the river. If they succeed, the water 
will no longer run toward the proposed $354 
million Old Man Dam project. "The beauty 
of it, ” says Born with a Tooth, "is that we are 
not violating the law — even their laws." 

The Blackfeet have, with the support of 


the environmental groups, brought national 
attention to the plight of the Old Man River. 
The aforementioned court decision, if it 
holds up in the Supreme Court of Canada, is 
one of the strongest in present Canadian 
environmental struggles. However, in the 
meantime, this direct action is the best hope 
to save the sacred river. 

For more information, write Lone- 
fighters Society, Box 6398, Station D, Cal- 
gary, Alberta, T2P2E1 CANADA. Please 
include a donation if you can. 

— Winona LaDuke 

BC Endangered Wilderness: 
13% is NO Solution 

A call for finalizing the map of British 
Columbia’s "endangered wildernesses" has 
been met by Friends of the Wolf Interna- 
tional with repudiation of the map and the 
process by which it was obtained. 

The map, intended by the Valhalla 
Wilderness Society to delineate "All environ- 
mentalists will ever ask for in B.C." is cer- 
tainly not all conservation biologists will 
ever ask for. 

Friends of the Wolf reject the proposed 
map of 13% of BC wildlands as the final 
solution to environmental battles in the 
Province tor tne rouowmg reasons: 

'It is not representative of BC ecosystems. 
(Even the Parks Branch is calling for more!) 
'It is not ecologically sustainable — i.e., it 
does not provide for large, unbroken habitats 
joined by corridors; it does not consider 
climate change, nor provide for speciation 
and evolution. 

'It is drawn as though BC were an ecological 
island, ignoring natural reinhabitation of 
wolves across the border. 

'It is based upon "scenic postcards," areas for 
human recreation; that the needs of a day 
hiker are not the needs of a Flammulated Owl 
seems not to have occurred to the propo- 
nents. 

'The original map designations had no 
public input, and very little input from envi- 
ronmental and wilderness groups. In fact the 
process by which this map was created was 
exactly like the sort of government planning 
process activists deplore. 

Friends of the Wolf insist that intensive 
ecosystem inventories be made, population 
projections obtained, and public input 
ensured before any agreement is concluded 
between labour, government, and "environ- 
mentalists" about how much of BC will be 
declared wilderness. They call for evolution- 
ary preserves, and recognition that ecosys- 
tems and their wild inhabitants recognize no 
national borders. 

The "environmental" battles may be 
over; the battles for ecological conservation 
are just beginning! 

— Trudy Frisk, FOW, Kamloops, BC 

BC Allows Slaughter of 
Bears for Aphrodisiacs 

Orientals in Japan and Southeast Asia 
value the genitals, paws and gall bladders of 
bears as aphrodisiacs. They pay dearly for 
these items. Just as elephants are being 
decimated by the illegal ivory trade, just as 
rhinos are slaughtered for their horns to 
make dagger handles, so are bears being 
wantonly killed worldwide for their parts 
(what kind of weirdo would eat bear balls?). 
Highly organized rings of poachers operate 
wherever bears are found, and Black Bears 
especially are suffering devastating losses to 
this vicious trade. Bears are killed, the parts 
taken, and the rest left to rot. 

In many US states and in Ontario and 
Alberta, killing bears for genitals, gall blad- 
ders and paws is illegal. In British Columbia, 
however, bears may be killed for the purpose 
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. of taking any part, Export of the parts is legal, 
with permits granted by the Fish arid Wild- 
life Branch of the BC Environment Ministry. 
Many hunters, trappers, guides, natives and 
farmers specialize in this market, putting a 
severe strain on populations of Black Bears 
and Grizzly Bears. Black Bears are classified 
as "Fur-Bearers" in BC, meaning there is no 
legal limit for trappers in most areas. 

Bear researcher Helmut Heft of Wells, 
BC, offered a grim assessment: "Conditions 
for bears in BC are already deteriorating due 
to years of drought, increased human activ- 
ity in the wilderness, construction of 15,000 
kilometers of logging roads per year, control 
kills, poaching and the loss of large areas of 
bear habitat as a result of extensive clear-cut 
logging.... both Grizzly and Black Bear popu- 
lations in BC have been declining steadily in 
the course of the past two decades. Since 
1973, when I started my bear observations, 
the Grizzly Bear has disappeared from much 
of its range in the southern half of BC. In 
central, coastal and northern BC the number 
of Grizzlies is shrinking. The number of 
Black Bears is also decreasing — contrary to 
common belief." 

Heft recommends the following conser- 
vation efforts on behalf of both bears species 
in BC: 

‘Prohibit harvesting bears for their gall blad- 
ders, genitals, and paws. 

‘Ban trade in these bear parts within the 
province of BC. 

‘Refuse export permits for these items. 
‘Reclassify Black Bears as "Big Game" instead 
of "Fur-Bearers.” 

‘Shorten the open seasons for sport hunting 
and trapping and reduce annual bag limits 
for both bear species. 

Write the BC government and de- 
mand that they implement these conser- 
vation measures at the very least! 
‘William Vander Zalm, Premier, Parlia- 
ment Bldgs, Victoria, BC V8V 4R3 CAN- 
ADA 

‘Bruce Strachan, Minister of Environment 
and Parks, Parliament Bldgs, Victoria, BC 
V8V 1X4 

— Grizzly Bear Bulletin (Grizzly Bear Task 
Force's newsletter, POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 
59715) summer 1990 

FS Asks Congress to Shrink 
Hells Canyon Wilderness 

Hells Canyon Wilderness sits within the 
Wallowa-Whitman National Forest in 
northeastern Oregon, along the Snake River. 
For 15 years, parts of two roads were illegally 
maintained within the Wilderness bounda- 
ries by the Forest Service. The two roads were 
discovered to be in violation last fall, during 
surveys the FS commissioned in preparation 
for two salvage timber sales that would have 
used the routes as logging roads. The roads 
have been closed until Congress responds to 
the FS's request that the Wilderness bounda- 
ries be re-drawn to exclude the roads, so that 
the timber sales may proceed. 

The Forest Service considers both roads 
"unimproved," meaning they are rough dirt 
roads that would probably be widened if 
converted to logging roads. One, the Lord 
Flat road, is used primarily by Elk hunters 
who hunt in “forage" (clearcut) areas near 
the Wilderness. Those hunting along the 
road may have accidentally hunted within 
the Wilderness Area. The other road, Look- 
out Mountain road, is an old route to a fire 
lookout station. 

Frank Erickson, the Forest Service PR 
man for the Wallowa-Whitman NF, said the 
FS isn't necessarily still interested in proceed- 
ing with the timber sales that would use the 
roads, but revision of Wilderness boundaries 
is important to keep the areas accessed by the 
roads within the available timber land base. 
He said the FS's primary concern is that 
Congress's "original intent" be observed, 
rather than the ambiguous letter of the law. 
He sites the 1975 Act that created the Hells 
Canyon Wilderness, which in descriptions 
of wilderness boundaries, says only "refer to 
map." "They wouldn't have included the 
roads within the Wilderness," assured 
Erickson. 

In Oregon, the Forest Service has 
proven they have little regard for the integ- 
rity of Wilderness. In one case last year, roads 
were built well into the Three Sisters Wilder- 
ness in preparation for a timber sale, and 
only detection by the Oregpn Natural Re- 
sources Council stopped the sale. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Call or write 
the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest 
Supervisor and demand that he withdraw 
his request to Congress to shrink Hells 
Canyon Wilderness. Tell him to close the 
two roads permanently. 

‘Bob Richmond, Forest Supervisor, Wal- 
lowa-Whitman NF, 1550 Dewey Ave, 
Baker, OR 97814; 503-523-6391. 

Write Oregon's US senators, Mark 
Hatfield and Bob Packwood. (Don't ex- 
pect a reply from Hatfield; he's awfully 
busy now trying to circumvent the ESA 
and drive the Spotted Owl into extinc- 


tion.) Tell them you oppose any reduc- 

; tion in America's Wilderness acreage, 
(Packwood introduced the Hells Canyon 
Wilderness Bill in 1975.) 

‘senators, US Senate, Washington, DC 
20510 

Write FS Chief F. Dale Robertson and 
express opposition to the request for 
Congress to shrink the Wilderness. Tell 
him to get the Wallowa-Whitman Super- 
visor back in line. 

‘Chief F. Dale Robertson, Forest Service/ 
USDA, 201 14th St SW and Independence 
Ave SW, Washington, DC 20250. 

— Filip Bryant 

Grizzlies in Colorado? 

The Colorado Division of Wildlife has 
refused a request from the Humane Society 
of the United States for a survey to locate 
possible Grizzly Bears in the East Fork area of 
Colorado's South San Juan Mountains and 
for an end to big game hunting there until a 
survey has been completed. The agency has 
instead decided to alert hunters and the 
general public to the possibility of Grizzlies 
in the area, a step that could lead to slaughter 
of the bears. 

The last confirmed Grizzly in Colorado 
was illegally killed in the San Juan Moun- 
tains in 1979, but this past summer Dr. Tony 
Povilitis, a scientist with the Humane Soci- 
ety, found there what he believes were Griz- 
zly tracks. The Society has asked the Division 
of Wildlife to reconsider its decision. In a 
letter to the Division the Society notes that 
their "only encouragement at this time" is 
that Doug Peacock, author of Grizzly Years, 
"is doing a brief reconnaissance of the East 
Fork. However, private parties are unable at 
this time to mount an adequate field study." 

Bowen Gulch Update 

While the Forest Service (FS) and Louisi- 
ana-Pacific (L-P) have agreed to spare Bowen 
Gulch for one more year pending finding 
another area with equivalent timber volume 
to destroy, Representative David Skaggs has 
introduced legislation to add Bowen Gulch 
and adjacent threatened areas to the Never 
Summer Wilderness Area. His bill would give 
9960 acres in the Arapaho National Forest 
(including Hatchet Park, for which the Fred- 
dies have issued an EIS of condemnation) 
Wilderness status, and 860 acres — the part 
of Bowen Gulch with the road punched into 
it — Research Natural Area (RNA) status. The 
latter is usually an administrative designa- 
tion for ecologically unique areas. Skaggs's 
attempt at legislative designation for RNA 
may be a Congressional precedent (and a 
damn good one!) for protecting roaded areas. 
His bill would prevent cutting in the new 
RNA. Representative Pat Schroeder co-spon- 
sored the bill. 

The catch in this legislation is that 
Wilderness and RNA designation will only 
take effect after the timber volume agreed 
upon by FS and L-P has been found else- 
where. This poses two problems. 

First, with this provision, either the 
Freddies or L-P can sabotage the new legisla- 
tion. L-P probably won't want to; they're 
happy enough getting out of the "Vietnam 
War" that Bowen Gulch threatened to be- 
come for them. But the Freddies haven't 
even begun looking for the new timber vol- 
ume. Are they being lazy, or deliberately 
trying to sink protection of Bowen Gulch? 

Second, the worst part of this catch is 
that it may split the environmental commu- 
nity on the issue of logging marginally ac- 
ceptable land. Given the horrendous over- 
cutting on the Arapaho-Roosevelt National 
Forest already, Earth First! will not accept any 
new area to be logged. But groups like the 
Colorado Environmental Coalition (CEQ, 
which helped draft the Skaggs legislation, 
may feel Wilderness for Bowen Gulch is 
worth sacrificing another area. 

Rocky Smith of CEC said the provision 
to hold off Wilderness designation pending 
a trade was necessary to protect the feds from 
a lawsuit by L-P, which has a contract to log 
Bowen Gulch. The very threat of a suit could 
doom a bill without this clause. 

However, bills can always be weakened 
later, or financial compensation can be in- 
serted into a bill, and in this case it is not 
worth holding Bowen Gulch hostage. The 
Tongass Timber Reform Act in Alaska faced 
the same problem of breaking a timber con- 
tract, but Senator Wirth still eventually 
passed the bill. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Despite this 
provision, Skaggs's legislation is a signifi- 
cant step forward, and apparently repre- 
sents willingness on Skaggs's part to take a 
stand for biodiversity. Please write to 
thank him (House of Representatives, DC 
20515), and say that you'd like to see the 
legislation amended to include financial 
compensation for L-P instead of a trade. 

— Michael Robinson, CO EF! 


Cameras Aimed to Stop 
Geothential 1 * * ’ 

Hawaii and the rest of the world need 
your help desperately! Geothermal develop- 
ment must be stopped so Hawaii's Wao Kele 
O Puna rainforest can be saved. 

In a recently published poll, before the 
Iraq crisis, 56% of the Hawaii residents polled 
favored geothermal development. Now, 
70% mistakenly think that this non-renew- 
able and extremely toxic energy source is the 
answer to our energy problems. 

Most people don't know (or don't want 
to know) how geothermal energy is pro- 
duced and at what environmental and eco- 
nomic costs. Every Saturday evening in 
October, Hawaii residents had the opportu- 
nity to see the hour long documentary "Geo- 
Thermal: A Risky Business in Hawaii’s Wao 
Kele O Puna Rainforest." This video program 
explores concerns about geothermal devel- 
opment in Hawaii through interviews with 
scientists, physicians, economists, native 
Hawaiians, and alternative energy experts. 
Dr. Paul Connett, chemistry professor at St. 
Lawrence University in Canton, NY, is the 
host of the program as well as one of the 
producers. The other producers are Dr. 
Sheila Laffey from the University of Hawaii, 
and Roger Bailey from Video Active Produc- 
tions. Among the interviewees are Dr. Dieter 
Mueller-Dombois, Forest Ecologist; Jerry 
Garcia, Grateful Dead musician; and Pulitzer 
Prize winning poet, W.S. Merwin. 

Dr. Laffey hopes to release the video on 
the Mainland. She has support from other 
organizations, such as Greenpeace Interna- 
tional, which sees in this video a powerful 
lobbying tool. 

Please support the producers of the 
geothermal video, the Rainforest Action 
Network, the Oahu Rainforest Action 
Group, and the Pele Defense Fund, in their 
efforts to stop geothermal development. 
Write to the following: 

‘Governor John Waihe'e, State Capitol, 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

‘Senator Daniel Akaka, US Senate, Wash- 
ington, DC 20510 
‘Senator J. Bennett Johnston, same 
‘President George Bush, 1600 Pennsylva- 
nia Ave, Washington, DC 20500 
‘Hawaiian Electric Industries, 900 
Richards St, Honolulu, HI 96813 
*The Advertiser, POB 3110, Honolulu, HI 
96802 

Tell them the geothermal project 
should be stopped forthese reasons: It will 
destroy the last lowland tropical rain- 
forest in the US; it is a violation of native 
Hawaiian cultural traditions ana religious 
beliefs; it will release highly poisonous 
gases into the atmosphere and toxic waste 
into ocean trenches; the proposed site is 
volcanically active; geothermal energy is 
not renewable; there are alternatives — 
conservation, wind, solar; and this is an 
opportunity for us to show Brazil, Malay- 
sia, etc. that we can sacrifice development 
to save a rainforest. 

— Paula Willoquet-Maricondi, Larry W. 
Riggs, EF! HI 


Protesters Wrench Burger 
King Commercial Sftb'dt 1 

On Oct. 1 1, Burger King attempted to 
shoot a commercial at the University of 
Oregon in Eugene. They probably won’t 
make that mistake again. With advance 
notice of less than a day, about 40 people 
showed up and followed the film crew from 
set to set for five hours that night. We 
stopped the filming several times by stand- 
ing in the middle of the set and using flash- 
lights to upset the lighting. 

When asked why we were protesting 
Burger King’s commercial, we gave a list in 
response: 

‘Burger King was using the U of O 
campus, paid for by students’ tuition and 
Oregonians' taxes, for their private profit, 
without involving the general student popu- 
lation in the decision to allow them to do it. 

‘Burger King was targeted for years by 
the Rainforest Action Network because of 
their use of rainforest beef. More than 50% 
of tropical rainforest deforestation is directly 
linked to livestock raising. Although they 
claim to have stopped using rainforest beef, 
they will not provide proof of that. 

‘Burger King still uses fish caught in 
drift nets. 

‘Burger King uses beef from cattle 
grazed on public lands. 

‘Burger King food is unhealthy — they 
use lard in their buns! 

‘Burger King is encouraging people to 
eat more meat — to look upon meat as a 
snack food to be taken lightly. In fact, meat 
is an extremely resource-intensive food to 
produce. In the US, we use more than 50% of 
our water, 60% of our imported oil, and 87% 
of our agricu ltural lands for livestock produc- 
tion. More than 50% of water pollution can 
be linked to wastes from the livestock indus- 
try. A meat-based diet has heavy conse- 
quences for our environment; until we re- 
duce the human population, we should live 
lightly on the Earth. For most of us, meat is 
not a necessity, it is a habit, and Burger King 
is encouraging that habit and making ob- 
scene profits from it. 

‘At a time when war is on the horizon in 
the Persian Gulf over oil, we should be reduc- 
ing our consumption of oil through conser- 
vation and alternative energy production, 
not encouraging people to consume more oil 
by eating more meat. 

Among the creative signs and chants 
were "Get Your Buns Off Our Campus", 
"Down With The King", and "Beef - It's 
Killing You". A bunch of us treated the film 
crew to a rousing version of "Overgrazed." 
ine interactions wun siuuems wcic 4 u 1 1 e 
interesting. When I started talking to a guy 
passing by about the link between our over- 
consumption of beef and people waiting to 
kill for oil in the Persian Gulf, he said, "That 
doesn t bother me." "Why not?" I asked. 
"Beca ise it doesn’t affect my life," he said. 

— Karen Wood, Southern Willamette 
EF! 





ed. note: The following two articles are condensed from publications of two of the groups most effective 
in the struggle to save tropical rainforests: Rainforest Action Network, 301 Broadway, Suite A, San 
Francisco, CA 94133; and Rainforest Information Centre, PO Box 368, Lismore 2480 AUSTRALIA. 
If you are not already receiving RAN's Action Alerts and RIC's World Rainforest Report, send each 
a donation and ask to be added to its mailing list. 


World Rainforest Week Targets Mitsubishi 

joined an international campaign to put 
pressure on Mitsubishi by boycotting prod- 
ucts of its various manufacturing wings. The 


This year's World Rainforest Week 
(October 20-28) focused international atten- 
tion on the Mitsubishi Corporation, one of 
the largest destroyers of tropical rainforests 
in the world. As full and part owners of 
logging, mining, and road-building opera- 
tions throughout the tropics, and as import- 
ers of millions of cubic feet each year of 
tropical timber, Mitsubishi is devastating 
rainforests and promoting cultural genocide 
on a global scale. In particular, Mitsubishi 
has had a brutal impact on the rainforests in 
Malaysian Borneo (where it has been a key 
player in the destruction of the traditional 
homelands of the Penan, Kayan, Iban, Ken- 
yah, and Kelabit peoples), the Philippines, 
Indonesia, Chile (where it isclearcuttingthe 
last of the country’s old-growth forests) and 
Brazil, where its operations reach clearacross 
the Amazon Basin to the borders of Colom- 
bia and Peru. 

The Rainforest Action Network has 


Mitsubishi Corporation itself is the trading 
company for the Mitsubishi Group, and as 
such supplies raw materials for Mitsubishi 
Motors (which, in addition to its own cars 
and trucks, produces automobiles with 
Chrysler Corporation), Mitsubishi Electric 
(which makes electronic equipment such as 
TVs, stereos, VCRs, and FAX machines), Ki- 
rin Beer, and Nippon Kogaku (which makes 
Nikon camera equipment). The Group's 
bank is the Mitsubishi Bank. 

Although we can't boycott the Mitsub- 
ishi Corporation directly, we can boycott its 
fellow members of the Mitsubishi Group. 
Group members meet once a month, and are 
certain to call Mitsubishi Corp.'s attention to 
the boycott. So far, only Europeans and 
Australians have been campaigning against 
continued on page 20 
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Polish activists demonstrate against nuclear power plants in front of the heavy industry ministry. 
With the new political climate in Eastern Europe, seeds planted by John Seed in. several Council of 
All Being tours have grown into a full-fledged radical environmental movement in Poland. 


International . . . 

continued from page 19 

Mitsubishi. It’s time for activists in the States 

to join. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Boycott all 
Mitsubishi products, and let Mitsubishi 
know why you are doing so. In the United 
States, attention can be focused on Mit- 
subishi International, the New York-based 
subsidiary of Mitsubishi Corporation. 
Write to President M. Makihara, Mitsub- 
ishi International, 520 Madison Ave, New 
York, NY 10022. Also, call the manager of 
Mitsubishi International's lumber depart- 
ment in New York, John Andl, at 212-605- 
2534. 

— Rainforest Action Network (415-398- 
4404) 

Environmental 
Implications of GATT 

By far the most important agreement 
regulating international commerce is the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). Initially drafted in 1947 it is cur- 
rently undergoing one of its periodic reviews 
in a complex series of negotiations called the 
Uruguay Round. They will conclude in De- 
cember 1990 and to a large extent determine 
trends in world trade for decades to come. 
Thev are therefore of critical importance to 
the future of the world's rainforests, and 
indeed to the future of the world. 

There is no opportunity for environ- 
mental groups to join the discussions. All 
those involved have a consuming interest in 
economic growth and trade deregulation. 
Freer trade will generally be good for rich 
economies, bad for Third World economies, 
and bad for tropical rainforests. 

The current talks are aimed at removing 
controls on international trade. The removal 
of export controls would ensure developed 
countries a continued supply of cheap natu- 
ral resources from the Third World. For 
Third World countries this means they 
would have to export foodstuffs, even if their 
own people did not have enough to eat. 
Those people would then place enormous 
demands on other resources just to survive. 
Among those resources would, of course, be 
tropical forests. 

The removal of import controls would 
mean low priced imports from Australia, the 
United States, and Europe being dumped on 
the local markets of Third World countries. 
This would devastate local food production 
by making It uncompetitive. Farmers would 
be forced off their land — probably to be 
replaced by large-scale producers — and into 
marginal areas like tropical forest. 

This scenario is more than mere specu- 
lation. In 1986-87, market manipulation by 
the US seriously damaged Costa Rica's agri- 
cultural industry. Small-scale farmers were 
forced to surrender their land and clear small 
plots of rainforest in order to survive. 

In the present GATT discussion large US 
hamburger chains are lobbying their govern- 
ment to abolish US beef import quotas. If 
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this happens, more rainforest in Central and 
South America will be cleared to supply beef 
to the US markets. Also, pollution problems 
will worsen if import tariffs that offset pollu- 
tion control costs are lifted or reduced. 

One of the few "advantages” poor coun- 
tries have in the market is that they can keep 
costs lower by having lower standards of 
environmental control. (A study undertaken 
for the Brundtland Commission estimates 
that in 1980 developing nations would have 
had to pay over $14 billion to meet US 
environmental standards.) The flow of haz- 
ardous wastes from rich to poor countries has 
flourished for similar reasons. 

To liberalize trade between nations, 
there is also a push for uniform environ- 
mental regulations. This is likely to mean 
standards are reduced to the lowest common 
denominator. As a result of the free trade 
agreement between Canada and the US, 
negotiations are in progress which are likely 
to lower environmental standards in Can- 
ada. 

The gains made by conservation groups 
over the last decade could be dwarfed by the 
imminent changes to GATT. Environmental 
protection was not an issue when GATT was 
initially drafted in 1947, and no effort has 
since been made to take account of this. 
Conservation and environmental concerns 
need to be explicitly set out in GATT, and the 
policy of liberalizing trade by deregulation 
must be changed. So long as it remains the 
priority, environmental efforts will continue 
to be undermined. Like TFAP (Tropical For- 
est Action Plan), ITTO (International Tropi- 
cal Timber Organization), and the World 
Bank, GATT works to take resource control 
out of the hands of local communities and 
Third World governments and place it in the 
hands of richer countries and multination- 
als. 

This centralising of power in the hands 
of development oriented institutions can 
only have a detrimental effect on the envi- 
ronment. The main hope of salvation is that 
Third World countries present a united front 
to block these moves. 

— John Revington, World Rainforest Re- 
port editor 

Scarce-Reported Accident 
Devastates Marine Life 

• Pravda reported June 1 1 that a leak of 
rocket fuel had killed one-third of the marine 
life in the White Sea, including White 
Whales and Greenland Seals. According to 
the Soviet Navy, the leak occurred in late 
April or early May and came from a storage 
tank at the Soviet nuclear submarine bases at 
Severodvinsk. Greenpeace believes that at 
least 100,000 seals died. {The Washington 
Times, 6-29-90) 

BRAG Blockades 
Fraser Island Logging 

ed. note: Melbourne Earth First! has started an 
EF! journal for Australia, from which the follow- 
ing article is taken, entitled Australian Earth 
First! To subscribe to this inspiring quarterly, 
send $8 to Earth First!, GPO Box 1 738Q, Mel- 
bourne 3001, Victoria, AUSTRALIA. 

According to legend, after having made 
the people, the great God Bereil sent his two 
messengers, Yendingie and the beautiful 
spirit princess K'gari, to make the land and 
waters. After having made the area now 
known as Harvey Bay in Queensland, K'gari 
said, "This is the most beautiful place we 
have made yet. I would like to stay here 
forever.” At first Yendingie did not agree, but 
eventually he turned princess K'gari into a 
beautiful island. So for 30,000 years or more, 
Fraser Island was known as K’gari by the 2- 
3000 Butchulla people who lived there. The 
Butchulla had good reason for this name, as 
K'gari, roughly translated, means paradise. 

The struggle to save Fraser Island's 


magnificent forests from logging began 
about 130 years ago when the first timber 
getter was speared by the Butchulla. Unfor- 
tunately, the value of timber was great 
enough to inspire further attempts and the 
Butchulla people were defeated and institu- 
tionalised, their land taken and exploited. 
The struggle to save these forests recom- 
menced on June 15 this year when the Bris- 
bane Rainforest Action Group (BRAG), with 
full support of the remaining Butchulla 
community, began a nonviolent blockade of 
logging operations. Since then BRAG has 
been joined by the Wilderness Society and 
many individual activists from as far afield as 
Adelaide. 

Fraser Island, the largest vegetated dune 
system in the world, is part of an area of more 
than 500,000 hectares known as the Great 
Sandy Region. The Great Sandy Region in- 
cludes Fraser Island, Cooloola, Harvey Bay, 
Great Sandy Strait and the Tin Can Bay 
estuary. It contains rainforests, heathlands, 
tidal wetlands, dune lakes and over 300 kil- 
ometres of beaches. The aquatic region 
provides vital habitat for whales, marine 
turtles (such as the Loggerhead Sea Turtle 
[listed by the US Fish & Wildlife Service as a 
Threatened Species]), dolphins and the 
Dugong [listed as Endangered] . Fraser Island 
alone has 240 bird species, many of them 
endemic, and 25 mammal species including 
the Dingo. 

In 1 982, the I nternational Union for the 
Conservation of Nature and Natural Re- 
sources [IUCN, now the World Conservation 
Union] listed the Great Sandy Region as one 
of 221 natural sites on the World Heritage 
List. Fraser Island was the first National 
Estate listingin Australia, as well asone of the 
first areas in the country nominated for 
World Heritage. Joh [Johannes Bjelke-Peter- 
son, Queensland's premier at the time] 
stopped the World Heritage nomination. 

Fraser Island is a natural wonder. 
Formed (according to science) by mineral 
sands eroded from the Great Dividing Range 
and transported north by ocean currents, the 
island continues to change and grow. Sand 
blown off the beach rises in huge blows, 
engulfingexisting dunes and vegetated areas 
to form new dunes, some of which are 240 
metres in height. 

These dunes host a large variety of vege- 
tated areas, ranging from simple foredune 
colonies to magnificent sub-tropical rain- 
forests. Satinay, or Fraser Island Turpentine, 
a species highly prized by loggers because of 
its resistance to marine borers, grows almost 
exclusively on the island. Early visitors to 
the island tell of the giant Kauri and Cypress 
Pines two and a half metres across and 35 
metres to the first branches. Few of these 
giants exist today; Kauri is now protected on 
the island due to its low numbers. 

Although Fraser Island has suffered 130 
years of logging, significant areas of old- 
growth remain, housing trees thousands of 
years old. In 1905, an early pioneer, Archi- 
bald Meston, described these trees: 

"The general observer is mystified by an 
island with not an acre of soil bearing a dense 
and luxuriant vegetation not rivalled in size 
and beauty by the richest flora of the tropics, 
[sic] In the centre of the island, extending for 
a distance of 40 miles, with a width of two to 
three miles, is a dense scrub containing the 
largest and tallest trees of all Australian 
scrubs, with hardwood trees up to ten feet in 
diameter and 200 feet in height, mingled 
with tall beautiful palms, majestic tree ferns, 
graceful orchids, splendid mosses and li- 
chens, and a general wealth of undergrowth, 
all growing apparently out of pure sand, the 
secret lying in the underneath impervious 
strata of sandstone which intercepts all 
moisture and decomposing vegetation and 
forms a perpetual bed of manure to which 
the roots of the trees descend for rich sup- 
plies of nourishment. Outside this belt of 
extraordinary scrub the country is covered 
by heavy forest, the size of the trees decreas- 
ing as they near the east and west coasts. 
There the land is covered by short shrubs, 
soft grasses, and a great profusion of brightly 
tinted and sweetly scented flowers." 

In terms of white history, Fraser Island 
is the longest running conservation struggle 
in Australia. The campaign to stop sand 
mining began in 1970 and found temporary 
resolution in 1976 when Malcolm Fraser 
refused export licenses for the minerals. 
Leases for sand mining still exist and mining 
could resume if the Federal government 
permitted licence to export. 

Last year, the Goss labour government, 
with assistance from much of the Queen- 
sland conservation movement, was elected 
to office after promising that logging would 
end on the island and that the island would 
be declared a National Park and nominated 
for World Heritage. Instead of stopping the 
logging, the government instigated an 
enquiry into the future management of the 
island. While the enquiry is under way, 
logging is continuing; no deadline has been 
attached to the enquiry or to implementa- 
tion of its recommendations, so it could take 


another year or two to end logging if that is 
what the enquiry decides. The process of the 
enquiry itself is imbalanced, as highly paid 
bureaucrats within the Forestry Department 
have been given a bottomless public purse 
with which to prepare their case, while non- 
government organizations have received no 
assistance. For these reasons, the Wilderness 
Society had a vote of no confidence in the 
enquiry and joined the blockade, while the 
Rainforest Action Group chose from the 
beginning not to validate such an unfair 
decision-making process. Five other conser- 
vation groups are preparing submissions to 
the enquiry. 

While Wayne Goss was promising the 
people of Queensland that logging would 
stop on Fraser Island, the Labour member for 
Maryborough in State Parliament, Robert 
Dollin, was promising the people of his elec- 
torate that logging would continue. Dollin' 
has a 30 year history in the logging industry 
and is currently employed by both mills that 
process timber from Fraser Island, as the 
manager responsible for ensuring a continu- 
ous log supply. Corruption is alive and well 
in Queensland despite the change in govern- 
ment. 

Forestry practices on Fraser Island are 
designed to subvert the ecological quality of 
the forests in favour of enhanced timber 
production. Species and age diversity of trees 
are radically changed as forestry practices of 
burning, ringbarking and replanting create 
what has been aptly described as a "tree 
farm." Fraser Island is unsuitable for this 
type of practice as regeneration is slow due to 
the low mineral/nutrient level of the sand. 
The ancient trees are lost and the forest is 
damaged by cutting, fires, roads, snig tracks, 
and log dumps. Logging roads provide access 
to tourists, poachers, weeds, feral animals 
such as cats and brumbies, and recently the 
Die Back disease which enters the forest on 
the wheels of four wheel drives. 

In addition to environmental argu- 
ments, there exist economical reasons to 
cease logging on Fraser Island. In a thesis on 
the economical impacts of logging on Fraser 
Island, Dr. Robert Noakes concluded that far 
more employment would be generated in 
Maryborough if the whole island were made 
a National Park. Forestry Department rec- 
ords reveal that the infrastructure costs of 
maintaining operations on Fraser Island by 
the people of Queensland have consistently 
outweighed the revenue received in royalties 
since the 1950s. The logging operations on 
Fraser Island are losing money that could be 
spent on developing a lucrative but highly 
controlled tourist industry. Alternative 
employment could be found within the 
tourist industry and within plantation 
schemes on mainland. The government 
must begin to realise the existing depend- 
ency on native forests is unsustainable, and 
to increase funding for plantations. 

Fraser's tall forests are divided into 16 
coupes (allotments). One contractor, under 
the guidance of the Forestry Department, has 
the rights over this entire area. Nonviolent 
direct action was the only option available to 
the Rainforest Action Group and the Wilder- 
ness Society if the forests were to be saved. 
The nonviolent blockade is currently stop- 
ping the logging in 6 coupes. Activists are 
working in small groups to cover large areas 
and to physically intervene with operations 
when they find them. 

The campaign to date has been 
enormously successful, attracting a high 
media profile and good community support. 
Some of the previously untouched areas 
have been saved as a result of the blockade. 
Police interference with the blockades has 
been minimal as the government wishes to 
avoid media attention. The Rainforest Ac- 
tion Group and Wilderness Society intend to 
maintain the blockade until logging stops. 
We want Fraser Island recognised as Aborigi- 
nal land and declared the K’gari National 
Park. 

People are welcome to join the block- 
ade on Fraser or donate money to the 
campaign. The costs of sustaining the 
blockade are astronomical. Donations 
can be sent to the Brisbane Rainforest 
Action Group, 97 Albert St., Brisbane 4000 
AUSTRALIA. 

— Len Costantini, BRAG 
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No Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth! 



Earth First! Directory 

The Earth First! Directory lists the contact points for the 
international Earth First! movement. It is divided into four sections: 
1) National EF! offices in the United States; 2) International con- 
tacts; 3) Active EF! Chapters or Groups; and 4) Contact persons 
where there is as yet no active EF! group. If you are interested in 
becoming active with the Earth First! movement, reach the folks 
listed for your area. 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal is an independent 
entity within the international Earth First! movement, and is not 
the newsletter of the Earth First! movement. It does, however, 
provide a forum for Earth Firstlers around the world. This directory 
is provided as a service to independent EF! groups. If you would like 
to be listed as a contact or as a group, PLEASE contact Bob Kaspar (PO 
Box 14691, Madison, WI 53714 (608)241-9426). Please send ad- 
dress changes or corrections to him also. If you do not have a phone 
number listed, please send it to him. Bob acts as coordinator for 


Scott Sala 1141 Emerson St. 

Denver, CO 80203 (303)831-6093 

Michael Robinson POB 12243 
Boulder, CO 80303 

Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

Colorado Sprlngs/Manitou Springs EF! 
Becky Elder & Woody Elliott 
POB 861 Manitou Springs, CO 80829 
(719)685-4257 

Huerfano Valley EF! POB 663 
Redwing, CO 81066 

CONNECTICUT EF! 

Trap Rock EF! POB 3856 Amity Station 
New Haven, CT 06525 (203)387-5851 

FLORIDA EARTH FIRST! * 

POB 13864 Gainesville, FL 32604 
(904)371-8166 

Big Bend EF! * 

Mike Schoelen POB 20582 
Tallahassee, FL 32316 (904)224-6782 


local EF! groups for the EF! movement. Everglades EF . . 

LOCAL NEWSLETTERS: Addresses marked with a produce do Maria Quintana pob SS773S 
either an Earth First! newsletter or regular mailings for their area or Mlam1 ' FL 33255 <305>662 ~ 9383 


issue. Contact them directly to receive their newsletter or otherwise 
be on their mailing list. 


Gulf Coast EF! 

POB 146 Tarpon Springs, FL 34688 
(813)942-2001 


NATIONAL EF! 

EF! ALASKA TASK FORCE 

POB 410612 San Francisco, CA 94141 

(415)824-3841 

EF! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 
Jasper Carlton POB 4207 
Parkersburg, WV 26104-4207 

Road Closure & Northern Rockies Coordinator 
Keith Hammer POB 2072 
Kallspell, MT 59903 (406)755-1379 

EF! DIRECT ACTION FUND 
Mike Roselle POB 210 Canyon, CA 94516 
(415)376-7329 

EF! ECO-VIDEOGRAPHE 
POB 2182 Berkeley, CA 94702 
(415)601-5933 

EARTH FIRST! FOUNDATION 
POB 1683 Corvallis, OR 97339 

EF! GENETIC ALERT 
Andy Caffrey j 

POB 7182 Berkeley, CA94702 

EF! GRIZZLY BEAR TASK FORCE * 

POB 6151 Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406)587-3356 

EF! INDEPENDENT ORGANIZER 
Roger Featherstone Box DB 
Blsbee, AZ 85603 (602)624-3196 

EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 
Canton Office 

Kris Sommerville, business manager 
John Davis, editor 
POB 7 Canton, NY 13617 
(315)379-9940 

Tucson Office 

Nancy Zlerenberg, merchandising 
Dale TUrner, assistant editor 
POB 5871 TUcson, AZ 85703 
(602)622-1371 

EF! CONSENSUS TRAINING 
MB Nearing POB 344 
Kallspell, MT 59903 

EF! OCEAN-DOLPHIN TASK FORCE 
POB 77062 

San Frandsco,CA 94107-7062 

EF! RAINFOREST ACTION 
Bay Area Earth First! POB 83 
Canyon, CA 94516 (415)376-7329 

EF! RANCHING TASK FORCE 
POB 5784 Tucson, AZ 85703 
(602)578-3173 

EF! WOLF ACTION NETWORK * 

Tom Skeele POB 6733 Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406)585-9607 

PAW (PRESERVE APPALACHIAN WILDER- 
NESS) 

Jamie Sayen RFD 1, Box 530 
N. Stratford, NH 03590 (603)636-2952 

SEQUOIA ACTION GROUP 
POB 853 Springville, CA 93265 

INTERNA- 
TIONAL EF! 
GROUPS 

AUSTRALIA 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore 
New South Wales 2480 Australia 
phone: 066-21-85-05 

Marianne Heynemann 
PO Box 256 Mltchem, 3132 Australia 

Melbourne EF! GPO Box 1738Q 
Melbourne, 3001 Victoria Australia 

CANADA 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Paul Watson POB 48446 


INDIA 

Anand Ska r la, P.B. #14, 

Cochin 682001, Kerala, India 
009-484-25435 

POLAND 

A. Janusz Korbel ul. Magi 21/3 
43-300 Blelsko-Blala Poland 

SCOTLAND 

Grant Collie c/o 1 1 Forth St Edinburgh, 
Scotland UK 

Fearghuls McKay 4 York Rd. Edinburgh, 
Scotland, UK 

LOCAL 

GROUPS 

ALASKA EF! 

Michael Lewis POB 670647 
Chuglak, AK 99567 
(907)688-5619 

ARIZONA EARTH FIRST! • 

Eric TXvachtman POB 3412 TUcson, AZ 85722 
(602)327-3691 

Cheryl Bashaw CU Box 7893 
Flagstaff, AZ 86011 (602)523-3909 

Phoenix EF! POB 8795 Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Mike or Terri (602)276-2849 

CALIFORNIA EARTH FIRST! GROUPS 

Chico EF! 

Michele Miller POB 5625 Chico, CA 95927 
(916)894-7362 

Central Valley EF! 

POB 73771 Davis. CA 95617 
(916)753-3239 

American River EF! 

POB 805 Georgetown, CA 95634 
(916)333*1715 

Springville EF! Brian Eckert 
POB 784 Springville, CA 93265 
(209)562-3092 

Volcano EF! 

J. Sten Layman POB 1475 
Sutter Creek, CA 95685 
(209)223-2965 

LOS ANGELES EARTH FIRST 

POB 4381 North Hollywood, CA 91617 

(818)906-6833 

Orange County EF! 

POB 28318 Santa Ana, CA 92799 

NORTHCOAST CALIFORNIA EF! GROUPS 
Northcoast California EF! * 

POB 622 Areata, CA 95521 
Mickey Dulas (707)826-7140 

Sonoma County EF! 

Pam Davis POB 7544 

Santa Rosa, CA 95407 (707)523-1229 

South Humboldt EF! 

Darryl Cherney c/o POB 34 
Garberville, CA 95440 

UkiahEF! 

JudlBari 106 West Standley 
Uklah, CA 95470 (707)485-0478 
Betty Ball (707)468- 1 660 

SAN DIEGO EARTH FIRST! * 

Claude Mathis POB 31 1 
Encinitas, CA 92024 (619)942-8069 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY EF! * 

Karen Pickett POB 83 Canyon, CA 945 16" 
(415)376-7329 

Daniel Barron & Brian Gaffney POB 411233 
San Francisco, CA 94141 (415)824-3841 

Santa Cruz EF! * 

Karen DeBraal POB 344 

Santa Cruz, Ca 95061 (408)425-8094 

Lifeweb POB 20803 

San Jose, CA 95160 (408)927-0348 

COLORADO EARTH FIRST! * 

Walkabout Newsletter 


HAWAII EARTH FIRST 

c/o Paul Faulstich 1777 East-West Rd. 

Honolulu, HI 96848 

ILLINOIS EARTH FIRST! 

Southern Illinois EF! 

POB 1059 Edwards vllle, IL 62026-1059 
(618)692-3246 

Shawnee EF! Rene Cook RR6 Box 397 
Murphysboro, IL 62966 (618)684-4332 

IOWA EARTH FIRST 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! Hal Rowe 

722 Westwlnds Dr. #3 

Iowa City, IA 52246 (319)354-6674 

MAINE EARTH FIRST 
Gary Lawless Gulf of Maine Books 
61 Main St. Brunswick, ME 0401 1 
(207)729-5083 

MARYLAND 

Chesapeake EF! Ron Huber POB 184 
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732 
(301)855-2975 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Connecticutt Valley EF! 

POB 298 Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 
(413)625-8279 

Glacial Erratic (Newsletter) RFD #1, Box 530 
North Stratford, NH 03590 

MIDWEST HEADWATERS EF! 

Madison EF! Dave Stall POB 14691 Madison, 
WI 53714 608)249-2691 

Hank Bruse 235 Travis Drive 

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 (715)423-5636 

Minnesota EF! 

Kurt Sea berg 2208 16th Av. S. #2 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 (612)722-5022 

Lakes Area EF! 

POB 202 Bralnerd, MN 56401-0202 
(218)829-6917 

Chicago EF! 

POB 6424 Evanston, IL 60204 

Paul Rechten 7405 Shields Rd. > 

Harvard, IL 60033 (815)943-4178 

Midwest Headwaters EF! News * 

POB 14691, Madison, WI 53714 

MISSOURI EARTH FIRST 
Big River EF! — Midregion 
POB 63223 St. Louis, MO 63136 
Rose Ritter (314)773-4708 
John Wallace (618)939-3697 

Big River EFJ/CURRENT 
POB 189 Pacific, MO 63069 
Orln LangeUe (314)257-2437 

NEW MEXICO EARTH FIRST 

Brad Lagorlo * 2405 Meadow Rd SW 

Albuquerque, NM 87105 (505)873-0299 

Northern NM EF! 

Ginger Quinn — Roadrunner Recyclers 
POB 1834 Taos, NM 87571 
(505)758-5550 

NEW YORK EARTH FIRST 
Finger Lakes EF! Black Wolf 
POB 4542 Ithaca, NY 14852 

Greater Adirondack Bloreglon EF! 
Snaggletooth 1125 Phoenix Ave. 
Schenectady, NY 12308 
(518)374-6592 

Long Island EF! 

PO Box 812, Huntington, NY 11743 
(516)424-6499 

NORTH CAROLINA EARTH FIRST * 

Earth Liberation Front/EF! POB 171 
Alexant^r, NC 28701 

OHIO EARTH FIRST 
Oberlln EF! c/o Bill Fleig 
OCMR Box 874 Oberlln, OH 44074 
(216)775-5588 

OREGON EARTH FIRST! 

Stumptown EF! POB 13765 
Portland, OR 97213 (503)284-5849 


PENNSYLVANIA EF! 

ALLEMONG BIOREGION EF! 

Allemong Wilderness Group 
POB 1689 Greensburg, PA 15601 

TEXAS EARTH FIRST * 

East Texas EF! 

Dave Burkart Rt 3, Box 114 
Cleveland, TX 77327 (713)592-7664 

EF! Out There POB 1214 
College Station, TX 77841 

VERMONT EF! 

Mike Zwikelmaler 

POB 85 Sharon, VT 05065 

Erik Sohlberg (802)439-6266 

VIRGINIA/DC EARTH FIRST 
Robert F. Mueller Rt. 1 Box 250 
Staunton, VA 24401 (703)885-6983 

Appalachian EF! * 

Ernie Reed Box 309 

Nellysford, VA 22g58 (804)361-9036 

Virginia Highlands EF! * 

c/o Brenda Vest POB 40 Goshen, VA 24439 

WASHINGTON EARTH FIRST GROUPS 

Cheetwoot EF! 

POB 10147 Olympia, WA 98502 

Okanogan Highlands EF! 

POB 361 Republic, WA 99166 

Olympic Peninsula EF! 

The Dancing Nudi Branches 

POB 1813 Port Townsend, WA 98368 

Seattle EF!/Washlngton EF!* 

George Draff an 

POB 95316 Seattle, WA 98145 

Shuksan EF! 

Tony Van Gessel 

POB 773, Bellingham, WA 98227 

WILD ROCKIES EF! * 

Jake Jagoff POB 7891 Missoula, MT 59807 

Yellowstone EF! 

Randall Restless Box 6151 
Bozeman, MT 59715 (406)587-3356 

LOCAL 

CONTACTS 

ARIZONA 

Gristle POB 1525 Prescott, AZ 86302 

I 

Friends of the OwlS/Karl Montana 
POB 1 1 152 Prescott, AZ 86304 

Student Environmental Network 
POB 2294, Prescott, AZ 86302 

CALIFORNIA 

Dave Wheeler POB 1398 

Sugarloaf, CA 92386 (714)585-7160 

Wind River 260 Ashley Ave. #15 
Woodland, C A 95695 (916)668-1409 

FLORIDA 

Pan c/o 1507 Edgevale Rd. 

Fort Pierce, FL 34982 (305)466-0833 


GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Tate Student Center, U of GA 
Athens, GA 30602 

Paul Beck 3654 Old Ferry Rd. 

Martinez, GA 30907 (404)855-6426 

HAWAII 

Christopher Hope-Cowing POB 1031 
Makawao, HI 96768 (808)572-2546 

IDAHO 

I.A.O.T. POB 1360 Priest River, ID 83856 
(208)448-2504 

KENTUCKY 

Erik Dellahousay 455 Ed Howe Rd. 
Munfordvllle, KY 42765 (502)531-6703 

MARYLAND/DC 

Leonard J. Kerpelman 2403 W. Rogers 
Baltimore, MD 21209 (301)367-8855 

Rick Ostrander 6135 Camelback Lane 
Columbia, MD 21045 (301)596-3978 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Alan (Attlcus Finch) Goldblatt 

391 Concord Ave. Cambridge, MA 02138 

(617)876-3775 

Autonome Forum POB 366 
Wllliamstown, MA 01267 (413)597-6165 

MICHIGAN 

Val Salvo POB 02548 

Detroit, MI 48202 (313)831-6800 

MISSOURI 

Sue Skidmore 1364 S. Plaza 
Springfield, MO 65804 (417)882-2947 

Alexandra Swarthout 

POB 101 Ridgeway, MO 64481 

NEW YORK 

Wetlands Preserve/Russ Weis 

161 Hudson St., New York, NY 10013 

(212)966-5244 

OHIO 

Ohio Valley EF! 

Brian & Theresa Hagemann 

529 Riddle Rd. Cincinnati, OH 45220 

(513)961-3660 

Clint Holley III 28410 S. Bridge Clr. 
Westlake, OH 44145 (216)892-7891 

OREGON 

Kalmlopsis EF! POB 1444 
Cave Junction, OR 97523 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Dave Hafer 

c/o Edward Abbey Hiking Society 
POB 65 Lewisburg, PA 17837 
(717)523-3107 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Joseph Allawos 99 St. Philip St. #107 

Charleston, SC 29403 

TEXAS 

William Larson 9122 Oak Downs Road 
San Antonio, TX 78230 (512)342-2520 

Nikki McDonald POB 670719 
Dallas, TX 75367 (214)739-1248 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Vince Packard POB 65 Myra. WV 25544 


USUAL DISGUSTING PLEA FOR MONEY 

The Earth First! movement runs on your financial support. We 
don't need as much as other groups since we are grassroots, volun- 
teer, decentralized and have low overhead. Moreover, you get to 
select where your hard-earned money goes. Don't send your 
contributions to this newspaper, send them directly to one of these 
hard working groups: 

•Earth First! Foundation, POB 1683 Corvallis, OR 97339 (contributions to 
the Foundation are tax-deductible) 

*^F! Alaska Task Force, POB 1019 San Raphael, CA 94915 
•Arizona Earth First!, POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
•Bay Area Earth First!, POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
*EF!S3iodiversity Project, POB 4207, Parkersburg, WV 26104-4207 
(Contributions to the EF! Foundation earmarked for the Biodiversity 
Project are tax -deductible.) 

*EF! Ocean-Dolphin Task Force POB 77062 San Francisco, CA 94107-7062 

•Colorado Earth First!, Box 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 

•Everglades Earth First!, POB 557735, Miami, FL 33255 

•Florida Earth First!, POB 13864, Gainesville, FL 32604 

•Grazing Task Force, POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 

•Humboldt County Earth First!, POB 34, Garberville, CA 95440 

•Lakes Area EF!, 415 1st Ave. NE, Brainerd, MN 56401 

*Los Angeles Earth First!, POB 4381, North Hollywood, CA 91607 

•Midwest Headwaters Earth First!, POB 516, Stevens Point, WI 54481 

•New Mexico Earth First!, 456 Amado St, Santa Fe, NM 87501 

•Nomadic Action Group, POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

•Ohio Earth First!, POB 91, Greencamp, OH 43322 

*PAW (Preserve Appalachian Wilderness), RFD 1, Box 530, N. Stratford, 

NH 03590 

•Portland Earth First!, POB 13765, Portland, OR 97213 
•Santa Cruz Earth First!, POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA95061 
•Southern Willamette Earth First!, POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
Texas Earth First!, POB 7292, University Station, Austin, TX 78713 
•Virginians for Wilderness, Route 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 24401 
•Washington Earth First!, POB 95316, Seattle, WA 98145 
•Wild Rockies Earth First!, POB 7891, Missoula, MT 59807 
•Wolf Action Network, POB 6733 Bozeman, MT 59771 
•Yellowstone Earth First!, Box 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 

This fundraising appeal is placed as a service to the Earth 
First! movement. THANK YOU for your support! 


Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 Canada 
(604)688-SEAL 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053 Kamloops, BC Canada V2C 6H2 
EGYPT 

Desert Everywhere— Islamic EF! & 

Cynical Tormentors 34, Salah El-Din, app. 4 
Heliopolis, Cairo, EGYPT 
20-2-664 195 FAX: 202 2908792 
Telex: 23082 PBSLN UN 

ENGLAND 

EF! England 107 Manor Road, Hastings, 

East Sussex TN34 3LP England 
(0424)444048 


POB 1166 Boulder, CO 80306 


Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384 Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305 



DZIKIE JEST PIEKNE! 
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WILD IS BEA UTIFUL! 
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black on ecru, 100% cotton ‘T’ 
M-L-XL, $12.00 ppd. 


Please make checks payable to: 
The Foghorn 

POB 812, Huntington, NY 11743 
proceeds ga to Long Island EF! 


9unuo run 


(Recorded live at 
summer camps on the 
San Juan Islands, 
Washington) 


•Sawe. Hawaii's. Rainfotesl* 

.#/ /.:T ^0 




RECLAIM THE , 


Til I 

i iti 


RAINFOREST ) 


A VII 


BIG ISLAND RAINFOREST 
ACTION GROUP T-shirts 
100% cotton, high 
quality, full color 
design. Large design on 
back w/ ’shirt-pocket’ 
logo on front. Specify 
size & color(black, 
jade, neon green, royal 
blue) 

$15. 00 per shirt 
+$3.00s/h per order. 
Satifaction Guaranteed 
B. I • R • A • G • 
P.O.Box 1410 
Pahoa, HI. 96778 


Now available on cassette: 



At flight 
They Howl 
at the Moon 



Includes: ! Am an Animal • We Don't Want to Live in 
the Zoo • Lay Down Your Whopper. Baby • We re All 
Dead Ducks • Their Brains Were Small and They Died • 
Mosquito Party • Have to Have a Habitat • Sea 
Shepherd • Willy the Wombat • Expanding Universe • 
Ho More Bunya Huts • The Tree • Soft Eyes. A Lullaby 


Price per cassette $11. postpaid 
Reigning Records. PO Box 934. Latham, HY 12110 



WQLFPRIFTT^m 
WOLF ACTION NETWORK 



Jean Drescher, known for her drawing which adorned 
the cover of the Grizzly Bear Tabloid, has donated full- 
color, 20" by 24" lithographs of this wolf to help the Wolf 
Action Network. For a donation of one hundred dollars 
or more, you will receive a print while providing a major 
contribution to the Network's efforts for reintroduction 
and/or protection of wolf populations all across North 
America. 

EF! Wolf Action Network 
POB 6733, Bozeman, MT 59771 
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SILENT 

AGITATORS! 

on permanent crack’n’peel paper! 

CONDEMNED stickers— 8 l A x 2“ 

3 for $1 / 45 for $10! 

AGITATORS- 2V4 x 37 5 for $1 / 35 for $5! 

CHICAGO EARTH FIRST! 

P.O. Box 6424, Evanston IL 60204 


DOWN WITH ALL HIGH-RISES! 

OUT WITH ALL MALLS! 
DREAM BACK THE FORESTS 
AND PRAIRIES! 

All Power to the Wild! 


EARTH FIRST! 


NO JAILS 
FOR WHALES! 

STOP SHEDD AQUARIUM'S 
WHALE KIDNAPERS I 

Ko Compromise tn Defense oj Mother Earth! 

CHICAGO EARTH FIRST! 

BO. Box 6434. Evanston ll 60304 


LET THERE BE 

WOLVES! 

STOP THE SLAUGHTER! 

EARTH FIRST! 


CAPITALIST 

CIVILIZATION 

STINKS! 

EARTH FIRST! 

ra Hux 6444 . Etumtton II. 604 04 


TWO QUESTIONS 


I Can anything be more vile than a 

POLLUTOCRAT? 

2. Wouldn't this planet be a lot nicer 
without Exxon, General Motors, 
IBM and all other super-profiteering 
plunderers A toxic-waste-mongersf 

THINK IT OVER! 

EARTH FIRST KX Bo MX EtiMoa IL 40204 


LIES! 

NOTHING BUT 

LIES! 


p “A LITTLE PURE 

1 WILDNESS 

j IS THE ONE GREAT 
U PRESENT WANT.” 

— John Muir j 
| EARTH FIRSTlI 

|| P.O. Box 6424, Evanston IL 60204 \ 

BEWARE 

i THIS PROOUCT KILLS WEEDS. 

“ IT ALSO KILLS 
TREES, BIRDS, 
DOGS & PEOPLE! 

Wouldn't YOU Oka a ntco unpo/sonod 
planet to live on? 


LONG LIVE 

THE FOX! 

Support your local 
MONKEYWRENCHERS! 

EARTH FIRST P. Oi Box 6424, Fvknaoa (L A0204 


NO 

MORE 

MALLS! 

tAXTM fUOTT R a •wMilnunilMM 


JUST SAY NO 
TO CEMENT! 
LONG LIVE 
WILDERNESS! 

EARTH FIRST! 

pa Box 6424. EtMHan IL 6(1204 


[At last ! Now YOU can CONDEMN the Building(s) of YOUR CHOICE!] 


DANGER 

DO NOT REMOVE 
THIS TAG!! 


Having been found absolutely inimical to the poetic spirit, and a menace 
to the continuation of life on this planet, this building has been 

CONDEMNED 

BY THE SURREALIST MOVEMENT 

The brilliant past has made brilliant promises 
to the future: It will keep them. 

—LAUTREAMONT 



I 
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BIODIVERSITY BUMPERSTICKERS 

Only $2 each, postpaid. Additional contributions will help us build a 
needed species and ecosystem defense fund. 

Earth First! Biodiversity Project 
PO Box 4207 

Parkersburg, WV 26104-4207 


EQUAL RIGHTS 
FOR ALL SPECIES! 

EARTH FIRST! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 

ALL FORMS OF 
LIFE ARE EQUAL 

EARTH FIRST! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 


SAVE AMERICAN; 
ECOSYSTEMS f * 

EARTH FIRST! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 


REBEL AGAINST 


EXTINCTIONS! 

EARTH FIRST! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 

AMERICA NEEDS 
WOLVES 

FOR INTACT ECOSYSTEMS EARTH FIRST! 



New MEXICO 


4= 


eARTH FIRST! 


T-SHIRTS 

i coy. cotton ■ designs By done wolf circles 



think. li <5 a mountain 

3'Co\of^ on p*la yellow H j 2- paiA 

CHECKS PAyABLt TO’- EarAAi first' 

Seecivy size.- 


POETRY 
THAT MOVES! 

Charlotte Eve London got such over- 
whelming response to her perform- 
ance at this year's RRR that she went 
home and recorded it. These are three 
collections of original free verse set to 
drums/ music and other natural 
sound effects. 

"NO COMPROMISE!!!" A program of 
protest poetry, including such tracks 
as Hot Scab, Secret Deals & Extortion, 
and Redwood Summer 1990... 

"EVEN STEVEN" A program of satire 
mostly, including tracks such as For 
President Bush, For Ralph Nader, and 
For Shell Oil. 

"YEARNING HEARTS" A program of 
healing poetry for the restless heart. 

Each cassette tape is $8 postpaid. 
Proceeds go to EF! action. Send to: 
Washington EF! 
attn: Charlotte London 
POB 95316 
Seattle, WA 98145 


EA 


( 



Wolf T-shirt from Arizona EF! 

Black ink on ecru, coral, slate, & teal 
Sizes M, L, and XL. 

$11 postpaid from 
Arizona Earth First!, POB 3412 
Tucson, AZ 85722 


Help (•'% Island Action Group 

Save Hawaii’s Rainforest! 

Wi'fh an Original, IOoYo cotton, 
Unique. 3atik T-shirt / 



BACK— *‘Wao Kcle o pona, Hawaii" 

Available in ALL Sizes T*shirt $ 2 . 7 00 

ALL sizes In 12m k. Tops 526 ** 

ALL sizes }ft CVlirid T +ype 

Price Includes shipping. Allavj 3 vJeeks Delivery. ' 
Available in A»Me4Jiys^, p^tple. Turquoise, 6 i»kc»i 
PLEASE 5PECIFy 5IZ-E t COLOR, <viA STYLE of 
5taro»t £»5on, Untrue fiatik 

' Box 1410, Vahoa, HI. %77S 


REDWOOD 
SUMMER 


20-Minute Video 

A 

Ecovideographe 

P.O. Box 2215-R Market Street #464 
San Francisco, CA 94114 
or call 800-783-8888 
Individuals: Sliding Scale: $15-25 
Groups and organizations: $25-50 
Designed to educate and 
generate support, the video 
covers the current threats old- 
growth forests and reasons 
they must be saved, the history 
of the timber industry and of 
actions to stop clearcutting in 
the region, the Oakland 
bombing attack on Judi Bari 
and Darryl Cherney and the 
status of the case, FBI 
targetting of environmental 
activists and Redwood Summer 
itself. 







TERRA- 1 ST 


100% COTTON 


BEEFY-T'S 


some people just 
don't get it 

(on back) 

black on red — sizes (M, L, XT.) 
black on silver — sizes (I., XL) 
$9 donation plus $2 shipping 

make checks payable to: 

BIG- RIVER EF! 

POB 189 

PACIFIC, MO 63069 


Northwest Artist Peggy Sue McRae 

presents 

forest collection notecards 
printed on fine quality recycled paper 



Douglas Fir 


Lodgepole Pine 

12 cards, 4 of each design, $8.50 postpaid U.S. 

20% of proceeds benefit Lopez Forest Action Group 
make checks payable to: Peggy Sue McRae 

Rt. 1, Box 1158 
Lopez Island, WA 98261 
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Adaptability in the Angeles 



by Peter Bralver 

The Angeles National Forest has slightly 
more than 650,000 acres in two large blocks: 
north of Saugus, California and west of 
Palmdale, CA; and a main unit from the 
eastern San Fernando Valley to the San Ber- 
nardino National Forest, including the San 
Gabriel Mountains. Most of the Forest is 
within northern Los Angeles County, ad- 
joining a megametropolis. The Forest in- 
cludes roadless areas, secluded canyons, 
peaks up to the 10,064 feet of Mt. Baldy, and 
watersheds of the Los Angeles, San Gabriel, 
Santa Clara, and Mojaye Rivers. It is one of 
the most heavily used recreational forest 
areas in the world; many of its trails open in 
the spring while the higher Sierra Nevada is 
still covered with snow. 

Annual precipitation is more than 30 
inches on the high ridges and less than 1 5 on 
the lower north slopes. Hot and dry summers 
are the rule, with the fire season beginning 
about May 1. The forest has very high slopes 
and diverse terrain with a variety of soils and 
moisture levels nourishing various plant 
communities. The lower slopes are mostly 
chaparral thickets, including manzanita. 
Over 5500 feet the slopes are generally for- 
ested with White Fir, Ponderosa, Sugar, Jef- 
frey and Limber Pines, Interior Live and 
Golden Cup Oaks, and Wild Alder. Also 
present are willow. Elderberry, Poison Oak, 
California Goldenrod, Snakeweed, Indian 
Tobacco, and Snow Plant. Near timberline, 
above 8000 feet, are ancient Limber Pines 
over 2000 years old. 

The Great Blue Heron, Ring-necked 
Duck, American Merganser, Spotted Sandpi- 
per, Wood Pewee, and Cooper's, Red-tailed, 
and Sharp-shinned Hawks are a few of the 
birds found around lakes or reservoirs. 
Mammals include Black Bear, Raccoon, Gray 
Fox, Coyote, Bobcat, Mule Deer, and Big- 
horn Sheep. The Pacific Rattlesnake and the 
Whip-tailed Lizard are among the reptiles in 
the Angeles Forest. 

Wild parts of the Forest include the San 
Gabriel Wilderness (36,118 acres). Sheep 
Mountain Roadless Area (about 30, 100 acres) 
which has a herd of Nelson Bighorns, Fish 
Canyon Roadless Area (32,900 acres) which 
was a flight area for California Condors be- 
fore the last were captured, and Cue. monga 
Roadless Area (4400 acres). Significant por- 
tions of the watershed go down and mix with 
the edges of the city of Los Angeles. Smog 
damage to vegetation occurs at considerable 
altitude. 

On 12 March 1990, with the Sierra Club 
given intervener status by the Forest Service, 
Mark Williams and Peter Bralver (activists 
with Los Angeles Earth First!, the EF! Bio- 
diversity Project, and Wide Network Envi- 
ronmental Think Tank [WNETT]) appealed 
the Angeles National Forest Plan during a 
telephone conference with Washington, 
DC, Forest Service offices. My part of the 
appeal was based on 15 years of research on 
ecosystem adaptability and environmental 
impact measurement. In 1986 1 did a cumu- 
lative impact study on FS plans. 

Appeal issues were the cumulative 
impacts of ORVs, especially in riparian areas; 
grazing impacts on runoff and watershed; 
loss of biodiversity related to human-caused 
changes in geology; arguments for a natural 
rather than an artificial fire regimejand argu- 
ments for designating the contested Arroyo 
Seco area as Wilderness. Our main point was 
to always manage human impacts, not 
manage wilderness. One of WNETT's foci is 
to use high-tech analysis to get rid of tech- 
nology. 

Three key concepts need to be defined 
here as used in our appeal: Adaptability here 
means the ability to adjust to change. It is 
related to diversity. Usefulness refers to a 
strategic service that makes an adaptive 
move work for an organism or for the eco- 
logical commerce between life forms. Mutual 
use refen to the symbiotic strategies prac- 
ticed by an association of life forms assisting 
each other to adapt. This can even occur 
between competing organisms. Unlike the 
Forest Service's "multiple use," mutual use 
does not preferentially manage for favored 
species or services, but tends toward opti- 
mum global evolutionary stability. Mutual 
use enhances community adaptability. 

I demonstrated that the adaptability of 
the forest must be preserved for its intrinsic 
and utilitarian values to be preserved. 
Adaptability is a local cement in the bi- 
oregional community and a global reservoir 
of the "adaptive juices" that cycle through all 
local webs. 

In my fifty papers or comments on this 
topic in the past few years, the issues have 
included the pollution of marine bays, at- 
mospheric pollution, and endangered spe- 
cies. The approach has made significant 
contributions to several battles we actually 


won. Successes have included the removal of 
camping facilities hurting Grizzly Bears (and 
Bald Eagles and fish) at Fishing Bridge in 
Yellowstone, studies on land recovery in the 
Sally Bell Grove in California's Sinkyone 
area, and victories against toxic waste incin- 
erators proposed by L.A.'s garbage mafia and 
by a military contractor rumored to bum 
Agent Orange. Particularly interesting were 
the results from the Fishing Bridge study, 
which showed mathematically that as the 
population of Grizzlies naturally recovers 
after tourist facilities are removed, the 
adaptability of the habitat soars. Our work 
also contributed to the decisions in the past 
few years against Mountain Lion hunting in 
California. 

I analyzed impacts to the Angeles Forest 
by mentally cutting up a picture of its space 
without fragmenting it, since nature flows in 
a way that destroys or is destroyed by any 
boundaries that don't easily break down and 
recycle. Following MacArthur and Wilson 
(1967) in island biogeography theory, we 
showed that ecosystem fragmentation 
causes loss of diversity. What we added is 
that this fragmentation simultaneously 
damages the landscape view and the under- 
lying ability of the more invisible forest to 
adapt. Ecological roles, so finely tuned, are 
damaged if the delicate network of the life 
flowing between the biogeographic islands is 
tom apart. 

I showed that where an impact on wil- 
derness is natural, it tends to restore ecosys- 
tem balance (Le Chatelier's principle in 
environmental geology). If the balance can 
be nearly but not quite restored overall, then 
the attempt to regain the balance increases 
adaptability. This occurs throughout nature, 
especially in wilderness. However, if an 
impact is too artificial or too big, then local 
adaptability goes down, usually with the 
diversity, meanwhile reducing the total life- 
support adaptability in the global ecosystem. 
If the adaptability falls low enough, and in 
enough places, the life-support functions of 
the Earth can completely collapse (see R.F. 
Mueller’s "Ecocollapse,” EF!, 11-89). Then 
there is no way back. Biological life becomes 
extinct. 

This adaptability theory is backed by 
recent rainforest research. The intermediate 
disturbance hypothesis of Joseph H. Connell 
and Stephen P. Hubbel concerns changes in 
rainforest climate and soils from glacial to 
Interglacial periods and the connected spe- 
ciation. The hypothesis is that the highest 
species richness will be found not in stable 
climates but instead where environmental 
disturbance is frequent but not excessive. 
Connell and Hubbel conclude that whereas 
massive catastrophes lead to large-scale ex- 
tinctions, smaller disturbances give weaker 
organisms a chance, and are not apt to lead 
to extinctions (see "The Past and Future 
Amazon" by Paul Collnvaux, Scientific Ameri- 
can, 5-89). 

I have worked out a general method for 
approximately calculating this adaptive 
connection between local impacts and local 
and global damages. We believe it will be 
possible to calculate under what scenarios 
the entire life-support system of the planet 
can foil through adaptive loss. Wilderness 
plays the most important role in global sur- 
vival since wild areas are the greatest source 
of adaptability. 

Criteria of adaptability that we have 
applied include how well suited organisms 
are to the conditions of different environ- 
ments (Ricklefs, 1973); prevalence of com- 
mon coping and exploitation strategies be- 
longing to entire communities or ecosys- 
tems; ability to handle uncertain environ- 
ments (Conrad, 1983); ability to maintain 
temperature ranges, heart rate, topsoil, etc. 
(Ashby, 1960); and ability to maintain visual 
conditions in the landscape allowing for 
growth, migration, and information flows 
(Bralver, 1970). We really need a new dic- 
tionary of terms to properly explain these 
criteria. 

The ways I kept these different ecologi- 
cal issues on the single theme of the Angeles 
Forest were, first, using the notion of rivers in 
the watershed as carriers of flowing adaptive 
biodiversity; and second, citing off-road 
vehicles (ORVs) damaging a riparian water- 
shed as the example for studying all other 
impacts, such as roads, grazing, and artificial 
fire regimes. I used research of agencies to 
which we are normally opposed, provided it 
was good research that had fallen through 
the system and was relevant to biodiversity. 

Sheila Byrne, a biologist at UC Berkeley 
who studied the impact of ORVs on small 
mammals at Dove Springs Canyon (Sheri- 
dan, 1979), concluded that ORV-disturbed 
areas had a lower density and diversity of 
small mammals and lower diversity of plant 
species. There is a mathematical formula to 
calculate the consequences of such lowered 


diversity. It shows that the resistance or 
immunity factor goes up or down as adapta- 
bility, and is proportionate to the loss (or 
gain) in diversity. ORVs' effects are transmit- 
ted between connected trophic levels. Since 
ORVs destroy small mammals, predators 
entering extensive ORV impact sites to feed 
will suffer. ORVs also damage the natural soil 
layering, which had been threaded together 
partly by the burrowing and excavating of 
the small mammals. As interacting popula- 
tions spread the echoes of these impacts 
further, adaptability loss will spread to other 
areas and reduce biodiversity. Even ex- 
tremely small local impacts can have minute 
but important effects on the global system, 
often through processes not visible to us. 

That "everything affects everything 
else" has constitutional implications in the 
US. A White House Executive Order (11644) 
requires that ORV use promote the safety of 
all users of the land with minirtial conflict. 
ORVs reduce adaptability. Damage to 
adaptability is injury to safety and health. 
Thus, damage to adaptability is damage to 
the ability to pursue life, liberty, and happi- 
ness. Since wildness is the source of adapta- 
bility, the US Constitution can be inter- 
preted as mandating preservation of wilder- 
ness, and prohibiting ORVs. 

Though I worked independently and 
did not know his work, Robert Badracco, a 
BLM recreational planner strangely enough, 
observed a similar pattern of damage from 
ORVs. He calls this the ISD syndrome, a 
progression from satisfaction to impairment 
of satisfaction to suppression of use from 
ORVs. Like our classification of adaptability, 
ISD syndrome is globally characterized by 
cumulative local damages, connected envi- 
ronmental functions, and the damage to 
these connections resulting in the shrinking 
availability and usefulness of land in the 
ecosystem. 

The shrinking usefulness of land also is 
a result of livestock grazing, embraced in the 
Angeles Forest Plan. Livestock congregate 
around water and have far more impact than 
native grazers because livestock suppress 
natural uses. Since such artificial impacts 
affect global processes of adaptive biodiver- 
sity, we can observe livestock damages over 
the whole forest landscape. By eroding 
stream banks, making streams wider and 
shallower, raising water temperatures, and 
killing vegetation, artificial grazing blocks 
the flowing mutual use cycles. 

Managing for adaptability means leav- 
ing things alone and letting them adapt. It 
means removing things, such as ORVs and 
cows, blocking the restoration of the natural 
state. 

The widening of streams by livestock, 
which can bring abnormal floods, reminds 
us of the Amazon-based intermediate distur- 
bance hypothesis in which huge catastro- 
phes reduce biodiversity. Evidence suggests 
that adaptability is even lost where artificial 
animal use occurs in already very artificial 
conditions Gacobs, 1984-6). Many reservoirs 
in the Western US have had their useful 
lifetimes reduced by livestock. 

The Angeles National Forest is in a zone 


of southern California so characterized by 
artificial bums that a massive artificial bum 
of chaparral was used in this area to test the 
consequences of "nuclear winter" — the 
expectation of massive climate change fol- 
lowing a non-total nuclear war. Since the 
grasslands and forests here generally need 
fire to remain healthy, where the forest bor- 
ders the city, the residents live fearful of fire. 
Already the cause of many or most fires in 
southern California is artificial. Artificial fire 
disrupts ground and atmospheric cycles of 
adaptive flow and the intermediate distur- 
bance types most beneficial to long-term 
processes of speciation. Natural fires help 
prevent insect outbreaks and disease epi- 
demics, neutralize toxins, assist in soil recy- 
cling, and create habitat mosaics. They pre- 
serve landscape richness by synchronized, 
creative destruction. They stimulate the 
ability to cope with mutual uncertainty 
among all the parts. We determined that the 
only beneficial use of artificial fire was in 
areas already deviant from naturalness, and 
only with burns that closely mimic natural 
fire. 

The way to remedy the damage to natu- 
ral systems and restore adaptive functions is 
simply to suppress artificial functions. This 
means protecting the forest along the 
boundaries of the megacity. Thus a major 
point of our appeal was the request that the 
Arroyo Seco region be designated Wilder- 
ness. The Forest Service claims that since the 
area borders the city, it does not have suffi- 
cient wild value to protect. We say its near- 
ness to the city is a primary reason to protect 
it as Wilderness. 

By designating Arroyo Seco as Wilder- 
ness, we would protect its globally adaptive 
role, thus avoiding restoration that would 
otherwise be necessary later for our contin- 
ued survival. Protecting Arroyo Seco would 
require people of the city to adopt simpler 
lifestyles. If the impact of human southern 
California can be scaled back to an interme- 
diate level of disturbance on the ecosystems 
it is affecting, we might avert catastrophe. 
The impact of megacities is far greater than, 
say, a giant asteroid striking Earth (as hy- 
pothesized for the extinction of the dino- 
saurs). The impact of a megacity, like a 
lumber mill or a power generating station, 
keeps going. A big clearcut is an ecological 
disaster, but a city built over a clearcut builds 
heavier damage each day over the previous 
damage. 

To conclude, adaptability, as a scientific 
concept based on the notion of mutual use or 
natural use, is akin to the idea of intrinsic 
value. The concept of adaptability allows us 
to distinguish between natural and artificial 
extinctions as an argument against abusive 
technology and development. Also, the 
notion of increasing adaptability by 
strengthening the naturalness of a "normal" 
(developed) area to protect wilderness from 
artificial impacts agrees with the long-ac- 
cepted need for buffer zones. 

Our study of adaptive biodiversity in 
the Angeles National Forest, by showing the 
Forest to have a role in global adaptive func- 
continued on page 28 
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Two More Shots at Cows 

Wall Creek 


by George Wuerthner 


The Wall Creek Game Range, managed 
by the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks (MDFWP), is frequently held up by 
the livestock industry as an example of how 
cattle grazing can improve Elk habitat. A 
recent government publication, "Success on 
the Range," distributed by the US Forest 
Service (FS) and Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM), uses Wall Creek to demonstrate that 
cattle grazing and wildlife are compatible. 
Upon close examination, however, one finds 
that Wall Creek is merely one more example 
of deception and misinformation fed the 
public to justify livestock grazing on public 
lands. 

The Success on the Range brochure 
states that Elk numbers increased from 6 
animals in this area in 1935 to more than 
1200 by the 1980s. According to the bro- 
chure, at one time the Wall Creek Range was 
closed to livestock grazing; then, beginning 
about ten years ago, it was opened up to 
livestock grazing and now the Elk are using 
areas they never used before. In addition, it 
says, the forage available to Elk has in- 
creased. All this implies, and in feet stock- 
men openly claim, that this change in Elk 
behavior and range condition is a result of 
livestock grazing. 

The real story is quite different. First, 
Elk numbers have increased all over the West 
since the 1930s, not only in areas grazed by 
livestock. This is due to better game manage- 
ment, transplants of Elk, and natural range 
expansion. Indeed, since livestock numbers 
have decreased significantly throughout the 
West since the 1930s, one interpretation is 
that fewer cows means more Elk. 

Using the same logic that stockmen and 
their lackeys in the Society for Range Man- 
agement have used to suggest that livestock 
grazing has increased wildlife numbers, I can 
state that highways have improved condi- 
tions for White-tailed Deer in Pennsylvania. 
After all, in 1898 there were no deer left in 
that state; market hunting had extirpated 
them. There were far fewer highways as well. 
But since being reintroduced to the state, 
deer numbers have soared and so have high- 
way miles. Deer are now so numerous that 
more than 44,000 a year are killed on Penn- 
sylvania highways. Therefore, I can con- 
clude that highways have raised deer num- 
bers. This is the kind of faulty logic that 
range managers use to justify the continued 
grazing of private livestock on public lands. 

To understand what happened on the 
Wall Creek Game Range, it's important to 
review some of the area's grazing history. 
Prior to the opening of the Wall Creek Range 
to livestock grazing, cattle were grazed on 
adjacent Beaverhead National Forest lands. 
The cattle were permitted to use these lands 
until the end of October; however, each year 
after the first snow, the cows would leave the 
high country and congregate on the lower 
elevation pastures adjacent to the Wall Creek 
Range. They could not be induced to return 
to higher elevations. As a consequence, 
these lower elevation lands on the Beaver- 
head National Forest were severely over- 
grazed. These lands were important Elk 
winter range as well, but livestock grazing 
significantly reduced their usefulness to Elk. 
Instead of reducing the number of cows or 
shortening the permitted season, the Beaver- 
head NF managers permitted the rangelands 
to be degraded (as the FS and BLM have 
throughout the West). 

Eventually the Montana Department of 
Fish, Wildlife, and Parks decided to open the 
Wall Creek Range to livestock. Part of the 
motivation for this change in policy was 
political. If the ranchers were getting some 
forage from Fish, Wildlife and Parks lands, 
then they would more likely tolerate wildlife 
use of theirlands. Politically, this has worked. 
But it would be wrong to interpret the policy 
change as having a basis in biology. 

The biological implications of opening 
the Wall Creek Game Range to livestock 
included causing a reduction in cattle den- 
sity throughout the area, since the same 
number of domestic stock were now spread 
over a much larger area — effectively reduc- 
ing their overall numbers on the Forest Serv- 
ice allotment. Furthermore, the cattle had 
access to more lower elevation rangelands, 
with the net effect being a reduction in 
overgrazing on the Beaverhead NF portion of 
the Elk winter range. As with so much 
"science" done by range managers, there has 
been no control. No significant portion of 
the Wall Creek Range was closed to livestock 
grazing so one could determine whether 
livestock grazing or some other factor is re- 
sponsible for the changes in Elk habits and 
utilization which managers claim have oc- 
curred. 


Game Range — The Real Story 


The Elk appear to prefer to graze some 

portions of the range that were lightly used 
in the past, but this does not mean Elk need 
livestock to "improve" range conditions. Elk 
in Yellowstone, and many other areas of the 
West with little or no overlap in livestock 
and Elk ranges, do just fine without the 
dubious benefit of cattle grazing. 

Other factors may account for the ob- 
served greater Elk numbers and use of the 
Wall Creek Game Range. First, due to five 
mild winters in a row. Elk numbers are up all 
over western Montana. When Elk numbers 
increase, they are likely to expand their 
range; and Elk learn and then pass on infor- 
mation about range use to their offspring. 
Second, the Department of Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks recently replaced the standard 
barbed wire fencing with electrical fencing 
that is taken down each winter to facilitate 
Elk movement on the range. Third, the range 
was recently closed to human activities in 
the months between December and June. 
The lack of human intrusions may also en- 
courage greater use of the total range. None 
of these other possibilities is mentioned in 
"Success on the Range." 

Even if the Wall Creek Game Range is an 
example of success, it would be wrong to 


assume that all public lands could be man- 
aged with equal benefit for Elk. Montana 
Fish, Wildlife & Parks is doing a much better 
job of managing the Wall Creek Range than 
the Forest Service and BLM are doing on 
adjacent lands, but with a high price tag. 
MDFWP does not get back in grazing fees 
anything near what it costs to manage the 
Wall Creek Range. Like most public range- 
land graziers, the stockmen are subsidized by 
the public. The subsidies here include the 
cost of a year-round full-time manager. One 
reason the Wall Creek area is managed better 
than most other public lands is that MDFWP 
closely monitors it. 

In addition, the costs of the special 
fencing and water developments are high — 
sportsmen paid, not the livestock permit- 
tees. And finally, the Wall Creek area, unlike 
most public lands, is managed specifically to 
benefit Elk, not cattle. 

Without cows, the same area might 
support more Elk. However, we don't know 
because there is no control. Furthermore, 
livestock grazing has serious impacts on 
other wildlife. For example, cows tend to 
congregate on wet meadows and seeps in 
summer, and Sage Grouse chicks depend 
upon these relatively rare areas for cover 
from predators. Since chicks feed mostly on 


insects in their first few weeks of life, wet 
meadows are important food sources as well 
as nurseries. 

Cattle in riparian areas affect late season 
water flows. The costs of livestock grazing on 
watersheds have not been evaluated. 

Cattle also trample ground-covering 
lichens and mosses. These are particularly 
vulnerable to destruction during the dry 
season. Recent research has shown that 
lichens and mosses are important nitrogen 
fixers and may aid water infiltration. Native 
ungulates do not generally cause much harm 
to lichens and mosses; but because of behav- 
ioral differences between wildlife and cows, 
as well as differences in the seasonality of 
use, cattle may be diminishing these impor- 
tant plants. 

The agencies' ballyhooing of the bene- 
fits of livestock to wildlife is based on trying 
to placate ranchers, not on solid biological 
research. Cattle are, after all, an alien species 
that has monopolized much of the land in 
the West. If one considers the full ecological 
impact of livestock grazing,' it is difficult to 
justify any livestock grazing on public lands. 

George Wuerthner is a biologist and free- 
lance environmental writer based in Montana. 


Bison or Cows? 



By George Wuerthner 

Recently I drove across southern Wyo- S 
ming between Kemmner and Pinedale. This § 
is spacious country — high, wide-open with 
nothing but sage below and clouds above. 
Very few people live here. There are few 
ranches. No fences to speak of. Not even 
many cows! It’s mostly rangeland under 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) control 
and presently home to more antelope 
[Pronghorn] than cattle. 

But something is missing from this 
region, as well as most other parts of the 
West. These lands should support Bison. 
They are publicly owned; you and I pay the 
bills to manage them; yet, as with most of the 
West, we have very little influence on how 
and for whom they are managed. Cows and 
sheep are grazed here now, but Bison are 
native to the area and better adapted than 
the livestock to the West's climate and ter- 
rain. Cows, especially, are ill-adapted to the 
arid West, having originated in the mild, wet 
climate of northern Europe. 

The livestock industry and many of 
their lackeys, who call themselves range 
managers and range scientists, often imply 
that cows are the ecological equivalent of 
Bison. Clearly, most range people haven't 
spent much time observing Bison. 

Bison move more frequently than cows. 
They may graze an area for two or three days 
and then move ten miles away, stay there 
another couple days before moving again 
five or ten miles to a new area. Cows, in 
contrast, tend to stay in one area, hammer- 
ing the grasses before moving on to destroy 
a new area. 

Bison also spend less time in riparian 
zones and seem to prefer dry vegetation, or at 
least can exist on it; whereas cows "camp" in 
riparian zones unless moved or fenced out. 
Bison don't require water developments to 
survive the normally dry summers of the arid 
West. 

Bison are better adapted to winter stress 
as well. Their hides are thicker than those of 
cows and they store fat for the winter, while 
at the same time their metabolic rate slows, 
which means they can survive on less feed. 
Bison thrive on northern ranges; cattle re- 
quire supplemental feed. 

Cattle require massive manipulation of 
natural features including the draining of 
Western waterways to provide water for irri- 
gation projects to grow hay for winter feed, 
the virtual elimination of most native preda- 
tors, and the reduction of competing herbi- 
vores such as the Bison. Many of these costs 
are borne by taxpayers, in effect subsidizing 
the destruction of Western ecosystems to 
maintain alien animals. 

Bison and other native herbivores — 
including prairie dogs, jackrabbits, Prong- 
horn, Elk, and in mountainous areas Bighorn 
Sheep — tend to feed on different plants and 
in a different manner. As a consequence, a 


Bison in Yellowstone 

rangeland grazed by native herbivores is 
used more efficiently and without the severe 
ecological impacts of livestock. 

Many undeveloped areas in the West 
are large enough to support free-ranging 
Bison herds, including the Red Desert and 
Bighorn Basin of Wyoming, the North Park 
and Browns Park areas of Colorado, the 
Charles M. Russell National Wildlife Refuge 


The US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
proposed in October (1990) that two fish 
species with a historical range within the 
Cahaba River Aquatic Ecosystem in Alabama 
be listed as Threatened Species. The two fish, 
the Goldline Darter and the Blue Shiner, are 
considered indicator species, reflecting the 
overall health of their habitat. 

As readers of the Journal know, the 
Cahaba River is considered the most biologi- 
cally diverse river of its size in North Amer- 
ica. Yet, in recent years, the Cahaba has 
experienced a noticeable decline in water 
quality which has caused many species to 
undergo rapid decreases in population. 

According to a Status Review by the 
FWS, siltation continues to have devastating 
effects on the Cahaba Ecosystem. "Recent 
fish collections in the Cahaba River have 
shown a significant decrease in species diver- 
sity and density as the siltation increased." 
Siltation is caused by increased development 
in urban areas upstream of these species' 
historical range. The siltation is considered 
non-point source pollution, and very little is 
currently being done by the responsible state 
and federal agencies to discover its sources, 
much less eliminate it. 


and surrounding BLM lands in eastern 
Montana, and the higher valleys of the 
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem such as 
Montana's upper Madison and Centennial 
Valleys. 

In short, returning Bison to the Western 
rangelands would have many ecological and 
economic benefits. Bison, not cows, belong 
on the public domain. 


While the EF! Biodiversity Project sup- 
ports the listing of these species as Threat- 
ened, we are disturbed that the FWS has 
refused to recommend Critical Habitat for 
either species. Thus, we will request that the 
Service modify its proposed rule to include 
Critical Habitat. The purpose of the Endan- 
gered Species Act is "to provide a means 
whereby the ecosystems upon which endan- 
gered species and threatened species [de- 
pend] may be conserved . . One crucial 
aspect of ecosystem conservation is the des- 
ignation of Critical Habitat for listed species. 
The Service seems extremely recalcitrant in 
this regard. The time has come to set this 
issue straight. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write the FWS 
(Mr. Jim Stewart) at: 

Jackson Field Office 

6578 Dogwood View Parkway, 

Suite A 

Jackson, MS 39213 

Tell the Service that you support the list- 
ing of the Goldline Darter and the Blue 
Shiner as Threatened Species under the 
ESA. Request that the Service recommend 
the designation of Critical Habitat for 
both species. 

— Ned Mudd, Birmingham, AL 
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Biodiversity: Going For It In Costa Rica 



Parataxonomists digging up a leaf-cutter ant nest to find beetles living in them. 


by R. Wills Flowers 

author's note: Funds for travel to Costa Rica 
were provided by the Language, Culture and 
Professional Development Program of USAID to 
the University of Costa Rica, Florida A&M Uni- 
versity and North Carolina State University. The 
views expressed herein are the author's and 
should not be attributed to the above or to any 
other organization. 

Biodiversity has emerged as a new 
magic word in Washington and other world 
capitals. From the National Science Founda- 
tion and Aid for International Development 
to the Chancellor of Germany, "preserving 
biodiversity" has become everyone’s High 
Priority. Even in the era of the federal deficit 
and the S&L scandal, funding for biodiver- 
sity is growing. Yet, few have addressed the 
problem of how to end humanity's assault 
on the biosphere given the present political 
and social constraints. 

One place where the right questions are 
being asked and where solutions are being 
attempted is Costa Rica. In July of 1989, to 
widespread publicity in Latin America (and 
almost none Stateside), the world's first 
mega -park became reality on the plains of 
Guanacaste. The dedication of Guanacaste 
National Park (GNP) was part of a reorganiza- 
tion of Costa Rica’s park system into seven 
semi-autonomous mega-parks. These parks 
(or Regional Conservation Units, to use the 
official term) cover over one-fourth of Costa 
Rica's territory and contain virtually all its 
remaining tropical wilderness. At the same 
time, Costa Rica took another giant step 
forward by creating the world's first govern- 
mental biodiversity institute. This is not to 
be just a state-funded museum, of which 
there are many in the world, but a modern 
facility working to make Costa Ricans aware 
of their country's rich natural history and 
threats to its biota. These two projects origi- 
nated as dreams of University of Pennsylva- 
nia biologist Dan Janzen, but today are run 
by and for Costa Ricans. 

In a perverse way, some of the credit for 
Costa Rica's biodiversity programs belongs 
to Ollie North and his band of imperialist 
schemers. Their yen for a war with Nicaragua 
led (as we learned from Irangate) to routine 
trampling on legal niceties such as sover- 
eignty of independent nations, particularly 
of neighboring Costa Rica. In one incident, 
an illegal airstrip was discovered in Santa 
Rosa National Park; a development that did 
not amuse Costa Ricans, who are proud of 
their independence. Costa Ricans saw they 
had a problem: their northwestern border 
with Nicaragua has few people on huge tracts 
of declining cattle ranches; lots of cover for 
clandestine spookery. The usual solution — 
sending in the army to patrol the area — 
doesn't work in Costa Rica, for it has no 
army. Suddenly, Dan Janzen's dream of a 
mega-park in, Guanacaste Province made 
political as well as ecological sense. A huge 
area would be dotted with field stations, 
patrolled by local Costa Ricans, and crawling 
year-round with students from everywhere. 

Under the Twin Peaks 

The new Guanacaste mega-park is rarely 
seen in slick environmental magazines; 
nevertheless, it is one of the most spectacular 
places on Earth. Sure, you can find higher’ 
mountains and deeper canyons and longer 
beaches and bigger herds of charismatic 
mega-vertebrates in other parts of the world; 
but when you stand in one of the pastures of 


Santa Rosa, a short hike from turtle beaches, 
and look at Volcan Orosi and Volcan Cacao 
with the warm dry-season wind in your face 
and the sounds of Howler Monkeys, parrots 
and Currassows in your ears, it's hard to 
imagine a more beautiful place. 

Although the entire mega-park area is 
often referred to as Guanacaste National 
Park, there are, in reality, two large parks of 
almost equal size, separated by the Pan- 
American Highway. To the west is Santa 
Rosa National Park. This has been expanded 
to include the entire Santa Elena Peninsula, 
as well as the famous turtle beaches of Naicite 
and Naranjo, former Nicaraguan dictator 
Somoza's huge ranch at Murcielago, and the 
Pacific Dry Forest that Dan Janzen has tire- 
lessly championed. On the other side of the 
highway is Guanacaste National Park itself, 
stretching east over Orosi and Cacao, two 
volcanoes that form the Park's continental 
divide. 

The twin peaks of these volcanoes 
dominate both the scenery and the biology 
of the two Parks. During the long harsh dry 
season in the lowlands, the cool, cloudy 
forests of the volcanoes are a refuge for many 
insects and other animals that return to the 
lowlands to breed during the rainy season. 
Thus, the Pacific dry forest ecosystem is 
closely linked to the health of the cloud 
forests and even to the Atlantic rainforest on 
the far side of the volcanoes. 

Although Cacao and Orosi had not 
suffered the fate of volcanoes ringing Costa 
Rica's Central Valley — deforestation up to 
the summits for coffee and dairy cattle — 
clearings had already begun to creep up their 
lower slopes before the Park stopped the 
process. Between the Pacific forest fragments 
and the "Twin Peaks" is a savannah-like 
region of thousands of hectares of grasslands 
studded with na nee and and other low trees. 
Through these, stream beds and little gallery 
forests form small refuges. During the Gua- 
nacaste dry season or "summer" (which 
occurs during our winter), these waterways 
are full of insects and often larger vertebrates 
as well, making these places the Guanacaste 
version of water holes in the African savan- 
nah or gator holes in Florida's Everglades. In 
the future, these little concentrations of 
wildlife will expand as the forests reclaim 
their former domain and cover the entire 
Park area — if the fires can be stopped. 

Ironically, as an Earth Firstler living in 


Florida, I often agitate for more fires in our 
National Forests; whereas during two visits 
to Costa Rica I participated in the Park policy 
of total fire suppression. During the dry 
season, the Parks are at their most spectacu- 
lar and vulnerable. At this time of year, 
guanacastecos traditionally burn pastures 
and, by force of habit (or from darker mo- 
tives), a few continue this tradition within 
the Parks. 

In the usual drill, a fire mysteriously 
breaks out In the night; after its detection the 
Park staff (and occasional visitor volunteers) 
frantically beat it out with brooms as it ad- 
vances through the dry grass. If luck is with 
the workers, this hot, dirty job lasts only a 
few hours. Otherwise, a day or more is 
needed to gain control. 

Fire is not a natural phenomenon of the 
Pacific dry forest. This needs to be empha- 
sized, especially for us gringo environmen- 
talists. We finally have unlearned all that 
Smokey the Bear anti-fire indoctrination and 
now we appreciate the importance of fire in 
many of our US forests. When we see the 
Pacific dry forest and its superficial similarity 
to some of the woodlands of North America, 
it is tempting to think that some fire is 
natural here, too. In reality, lightning-set 
fires are rare, come only during the onset of 
the rains, and are quickly quenched. The dry 
season fires, unspectacular to us who 
watched Yellowstone go up in 1988, are all 
human-set and deadly. They kill seedlings 
and weaken larger trees. Without seedlings, 
the primary goal of the Parks — regeneration 
of the forests — is pushed farther into the 
future. Still, when I talk about Guanacaste 
and my work on the fire lines, the most 
common reaction from environmentalists 
up here is, "But isn't some fire down there 
natural?” A Smokey the Bear ethic is out- 
moded in the United States but it is still 
appropriate in Guanacaste. 

Parataxonomists 
at Work and Play 

The awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize 
to President Oscar Arias impelled the second 
major step forward for Costa Rican biodiver- 
sity. The National Museum in San Jose (a 
converted military barracks) built a Peace 
Plaza which last year evicted all the natural 
history collections from their quarters in the 
rear wing. The urgent necessity of finding a 
new home for the collections provided the 
incentive for establishing the Instituto 
■o Nacional de Biodiversidad (INBio). INBio is 

0 now housed in a temporary metal building 
S- in the middle of a coffee plantation north of 
» San Jose. Its generic neo-Sperry architecture 
? is softened by portraits, photos and even 
» carved doors that once adorned the vanished 
is rear of the Museo Nacional. The changes in 

1 the past year for the staff of naturalists have 
been dramatic. Last year they were isolated 
and practically forgotten; now they work in 
a crossroads of the world's biologists and 
environmentalists. 

My own presence here was, in a way, 
another accidental side effect of US foreign 
policy. Asa member of an agriculture college 
I was selected to participate in a USAID 
[United States Aid for International Develop- 
ment] program that sends faculty to Third 
World countries for two months to experi- 
ence the cultu re, make professional contacts, 
and learn a language (or try to — have you 
ever met anyone who actually became fluent 
in a foreign language in just two months?). 
Biodiversity was probably not uppermost in 
the minds of the administrators of our par- 
ticular program (though other foreign aid 
programs do fund tips topic) but since 
USAID had been kind enough to put me on 


Costa Rican soil, it remained only for me to 
appear at INBio's door; the staff*there had 
heard I might be visiting and knew what to 
do. 

For the next two months during almost 
every spare moment, I sat sorting beetles 
from the collections pouring in from 
throughout Costa Rica's National Park sys- 
tem. During these sessions I encountered 
numerous other entomologists from the US 
and Europe, a film crew from the Audubon 
Society (watch for my TV debut: I'm the 
gringo in the background holding the dead 
plant), and a delegation from the Moscow 
Academy of Sciences. Quite a contrast to the 
social backwaters in which we taxonomists 
usually labor!. 

The importance of INBio lies not in the 
distinguished international visitors but in 
the "ordinary" Costa Ricans who are becom- 
ing scientists, naturalists and environmen- 
talists through INBio's programs. My first 
contact with most of these people was 
through their work: dozens of boxes packed 
with carefully mounted insects collected 
from the National Parks. In the first weeks, 
these Costa Ricans were only names on data 
labels run up the pins of INBio's specimens. 
However, the names became real people after 
1 was invited to attend another innovation of 
INBio, the field course for parataxonomists. 

The biodiversity project in Costa Rica 
has two immediate goals: to catalogue 
within ten years the entire flora and fauna of 
Costa Rica, and to train Costa Ricans to 
manage their own biotic resources. The 
parataxonomist training program accom- 
plishes both objectives by giving hands-on 
collecting experience to Costa Rican park 
personnel, who ship their specimens to 
INBio, where other trainees cure and sort 
them. A parataxonomist can be anyone with 
an interest in Costa Rican natural history. 
Housewives, ex-labor organizers, ex-preach- 
ers, truck drivers and teenagers are all in the 
program. They are recruited from the towns 
and farms around the National Parks. As part 
of their training, they meet for long field 
trips that target specific insect groups, with 
visiting specialists invited along to teach and 
answer questions. At this moment, the para- 
taxonomist program is concentrating on 
insects; next year, botany will be added and 
later other more difficult invertebrate 
groups. 

Last March, our little expedition was 
after several families of small secretive 
beetles that live on the forest floor and in the 
understory. They are very common but not 
large or brightly colored, so tropical insect 
collectors have largely ignored them. Yet, 
like the Kretchmarr Cavemold Beetle (a US 
member of one of those families), they play 
their parts in the ecosystems they inhabit 
and, for those who take the trouble to learn 
about them, they can be as fascinating as 
tropical butterflies. Our "resource people" 
were two curators from the British Museum 
of Natural Flistory who specialize in the 
beetles of tropical forest floors. My experi- 
ence with mayflies and other aquatic insects 
was enough to get me an invitation, which I 
accepted with alacrity. 

Our destination was the San Ramon 
Forest Reserve, some distance from Gua- 
nacaste and its volcanoes. This forest reserve 
sits on the Atlantic side of the Tilaran Moun- 
tains, near the famous Monteverde reserve. 
For a yreek, 23 of us fanned out through the 
forest each day, beating bushes, turning 
rocks and sucking up tiny creatures into our 
aspirators. At night we ran lights, when the 
army ants didn't overrun us; and set up 
various strange-looking nets to trap flying 
insects. These flight traps function like the 
mist nets that ornithologists set for birds. 
They are needed because many insects do 
not fly to light, do not partake of fermented 
substances, and are generally proof against 
the other tricks and traps that entomologists 
have devised over the last two centuries. So 
we stretched a fine black net — almost im- 
possible to see — through the forest and 
"clotheslined" the little suckers. 

A danger of wholesale collecting is that 
someone down the line will get inundated 
with dead insects. In many museums, 
shelves are crowded with boxes full of pack- 
ets of insects that no one has time to mount 
and properly store in the collection. As the 
years roll by, these dead insects are gradually 
transformed by other (living) insects to little 
mounds of dust — a useless sacrifice of both 
insect lives and collectors' efforts. 

To avoid this problem atSan Ramon, we 
had a simple rule: mount everything you 
catch each day before turning in for the 
night. This included spreading every butter- 
fly arrd moth and pinning every other type of 
insect. Each day's catch was dried in a gas- 
fired drier and packed in small museum 
boxes. This meant that field work, except for 



Leaf beetle in the " wind forest " on Volcdn Cacao. 




the lights, stopped at about 3 PM and every- 
one gathered to mount their prizes, compare 
the day's luck and gossip. 

These evening sessions were also for us 
visitors to share our particular brands of 
entomological knowledge with our Costa 
Rican hosts. When my turn came, I trawled 
enough words and phrases out of my two 
months of Spanish lessons for an informal 
lecture on the mysteries of aquatic insect 
taxonomy. I found I had one advantage: it 
was not necessary to cast about for Spanish 
common names of the different insect 
groups — my audience by and large already 
knew the scientific names of all the orders 
and common families and even many sub- 
families of Costa Rican insects. They sur- 
passed most North American students in 
interest and attentiveness (though undoubt- 
edly some of that interest was from seeing 
how many ways I could mangle Spanish in 
half an hour!). 

The week in San Ramon was not, every- 
one agreed, a stellar success in terms of excit- 
ing captures. Light trapping, by tropical 
forest standards, was rather poor. The food 
somewhat lowered morale; our cook, an ex- 
gringo who came to Costa Rica as a banana 
company man and never left, did the best he 
could with what he had. Trouble was, after 
the small supply of fresh meat ran out, what 
he had was cans of Costa Rican tuna. This is 



Guanacaste National Park. A 
week after returning from San 
Ramon I was on the road 
again, cutting Spanish class 
and off to link up with Dan 
Janzen's tropical ecology 
class, which had been visiting 
stations in the two Parks and 
was nowon Volcan Cacao. In 
a country where volcanoes 
are a prominent fact of life, 
and where children have to 
learn their names in school, 
Cacao is still mysterious and 
its volcanic nature widely 
misunderstood. Older maps 
list it as simply a mountain 
but to anyone familiar with 
before-and-after photos of 
Mt. St. Helens there's no mis- 
taking Cacao’s origins. Like 
St. Helens, Cacao exploded 
(some 3000 years ago), blow- 
ing the southern half of its 
crater out over the Gua- 
nacaste plains. Our objective 
— by bus and, when the road 
ran out, on foot — was a field 
station on one of the intact 
slopes, converted from a fail- 
ing finca purchased by GNP. 

As our bus bounced over 



a taste sensation similar to what can be found 
in US supermarkets underthe "9 Lives" label. 
After a few days we wondered if we had 
discovered the secret of the vanishing dol- 
phins. I was well satisfied with my haul of 
aquatics and leaf beetles but, as an only 
occasional visitor to the tropics, I'm still not 
hard to please. My Costa Rican colleagues 
said that there was less rain than usual and if 
it had been a normal year, we would have 
done better. 

This was not the first time I've heard 
such talk. The year before at the La Selva field 
station in the rapidly dwindling Atlantic 
lowland rainforest, 1 heard some of the 
"regulars" (gringo biologists who know how 
to get the funds to come to Costa Rica year 
after year) talking about how the forest itself 
looked a bit more wilted and water stressed 
with each passing year. And since returning 
from Costa Rica, 1 have heard that the 
Golden Frog (along with the Quetzal, the 
mascots of nearby Monteverde), may have 
become extinct, for reasons unknown. 

But our week in San Ramon was not 
devoid of surprises. One capture turned out 
to be the second known specimen of the 
beetle family Lepiceridae, not seen since the 
first was taken in Guatemala in the last cen- 
tury. That evening a vial with a little brown 
beetle was passed around and the English 
curators, their British tongues planted firmly 
in their cheeks, told us how lucky we were to 
see such a rare sight. 

Mysteries of Cacao 

If exciting advances in biodiversity were 
hard to come by in San Ramon, they are 
proving commonplace on the twin peaks of 


the dwindling dirt road in the blowout area, 
we gazed at a dreary but typical Costa Rican 
landscape: land stripped of its forests for 
pasture. In many Guanacaste pastures, and 
particularly those on Cacao, the only kind of 
tree is a palm called coyol, valued locally for 
sap that was used in earlier times to make a 
strong alcoholic beverage. "If you're won- 
dering about all those palm trees," Janzen re- 
marked, "cows shit them there." The palms 
lead Janzen into one of his favorite subjects 
— the importance of man's domestic live- 
stock to the future of many of the Park's trees. 

Santa Rosa's forests have a fascinating 
array of seeds in all shapes and sizes. Many 
are large and heavy and make no ecological 
sense — no wild animal now living in Cen- 
tral America could readily eat such seeds and 
serve as an agent of their dispersal. But skip 
back to the Pleistocene and you would find a 
Central America filled with gomphotheres, 
giant ground sloths and mastodons; all quite 
capable of dining on jicaro, guanacaste or 
guapinol fruits. The great die-off of this 
megafauna was the beginning of hard times 
for many large-fruited trees. The arrival of 
the Spaniards, although devastating to the 
native humans of Central America, was a 
reprieve for many of the native trees. 

Take the guanacaste tree, the national 
tree of Costa Rica. Before the Conquest, its 
range had contracted to a few isolated pock- 
ets north of Costa Rica since it had relied on 
the digestive system of some now-extinct 
Pleistocene mammal for seed dispersal. The 
Spanish horse has filled this’niche and rein- 
troduced the guanacaste tree to Costa Rica. 
In the early 1970s attempts to make Santa 
Rosa Park more "natural" by excluding live- 


stock resulted in sharp declines of seedling 
guanacaste trees. Now, horses are back and so 
are the seedlings. In the two Parks, the horse 
and even the lowly "hooved locusts” will be 
necessary parts of the regenerating ecosys- 
tem for some time to come. 

Above the pastures on Volcan Cacao 
grow virgin rain and cloud forests that have 
felt very little human disturbance and, until 
recently, even less biological exploration. 
Almost every visit adds to or alters our per- 
ceptions of Costa Rican biology. There is a 
tree called jicaro de danta which flowers from 
its trunk and sets fruits looking like elongate 
eggplants. Botanists until recently thought 
this tree was on the brink of extinction in 
Costa Rica, since only three specimens were 
known. Then thousands were found in the 
forests of Volcan Cacao. The parataxon- 
omists who have collected on Cacao have 
sent back hundreds of examples of insects 
and plants that are new to science, or rare 
everywhere else but on Cacao, or are just not 
supposed to be in a place like Cacao. 

On our first day's field trip, we all hiked 
up to the summit of Cacao, where only a few 
biologists and the code wranglers of an old 
CIA listening post have ever ventured. 
Admonished to leave the abandoned trans- 
mitter alone if we happened to find it, we 
picked our way along an overgrown trail 
through elfin forest, constantly pummeled 
by gale-force winds. Suddenly, cries of alarm 
came from the leading hikers. We crowded 
forward in time to see the tail of a large 
rattlesnake disappear down its hole. I've 
lived for 15 years in north Florida where 
rattlesnakes are by no means rare, yet my first 
view of one (outside a zoo) came in a cold, 
rainy place which, according to standard 
"wisdom" on rattlesnake biology, is about 
the last place in Central America where these 
snakes should be found. The following day, 
some students saw an otter, providing the 
first reliable sighting of this animal in Gua- 
nacaste Province in over a decade. 

On a short visit last year with another 
class, I witnessed the discovery of oak trees 
on Cacao, to the surprise of both Janzen and 
the Museo Nacipnal botanists, who had 
failed to find these trees previously. Never 
underestimate the power of a horde of eager 
undergrads turned loose in a forest! 

Living on Volcan Cacao in the dry sea- 
son is a bit like living on the leading edge of 
a hurricane. Since Cacao and Orosi are 
isolated from the rest of a Costa Rica’s moun- 
tain ranges, they catch the full force of the 
trade winds and, except at the forest floor or 
on the most sheltered slopes, life goes on in 
a non-stop gale. Looking up, we could see 
the tree tops heaving and writhing in the 
wind. Looking around, we saw that trees 
often lose their battle to stay upright. We all 
hoped that the next tree to give up the 
struggle would not be the one we were walk- 
ing beneath! The wind makes life in the 
forest canopy an extra hazardous proposi- 
tion for many plants and animals. Many 
features of calmer cloud forests, like vines 
and bromeliads, are scarce on Volcan Cacao. 
Each morning it is possible to gather up bags 
of orchids that have been blown out of the 
canopy the previous night. Birds are less 
noticeable in the trees of Cacao than they are 
in other cloud forests, though a rare break in 
both clouds and wind can bring them briefly 
into the open. 

Insects find it easier to accommodate 
themselves to the exigencies of life on Vol- 


can Cacao. Winds or not, many moths 
follow a regular migration from the Santa 
Rosa lowlands over the pass between the 
Twin Peaks to the Atlantic forests. This 
migration begins during the second half of 
the rainy season and the moths spend this 
time reproducing their second generation of 
the year. Their offspring wait out the follow- 
ing dry season for the summer rains to sum- 
mon them back to Santa Rosa. 

Why do they bother with Pacific dry 
forest at all? Janzen's research is showing 
that the explosion of new leaves at the begin- 
ning of the Santa Rosa rainy season gives 
many leaf-feeding insects an "edge" over 
predators and parasites. Moths fly back to 
Santa Rosa just as the rains start and lay their 
eggs. The caterpillars hatch with an abun- 
dant food supply awaiting them. In a short 
time, predators and parasites respond to the 
caterpillar bonanza with population explo- 
sions of their own, but by then, many moths 
have made it through the most vulnerable 
part of their life cycle. A second generation 
in Santa Rosa has none of these advantages. 
There is still enough food but now the envi- 
ronment is swarming with carnivores. On 
the perpetually wet Atlantic side, life is also 
risky for a caterpillar. Parasites and predators 
are always around and searching for food, 
while suitable food patches are likely to be 
scarce and widely scattered. The migrating 
moths, like many birds, have found a way to 
make the best of two worlds. 

The Atlantic rainforests are not the only 
destination of migrating insects, however. It 
is becoming clear that some insects seek the 
cold of the volcano peaks and pass the dry 
season in a sort of hibernation. On the field 
station buildings we often saw balls of wasps 
sitting quietly, also waiting for the return of 
the rains to the warm lowlands. Both the 
Pacific dry forests and the Atlantic rain- 
forests also have many insects that stay year- 
round and put up with the dangers of each 
place. 

These and numerous other examples 
show the interconnectedness of different 
ecosystems in the two Parks. They also show 
that wildlife corridors and big refuges are 
needed not only by big warm-blooded preda- 
tors (Grizzly Bean, Spotted Owls) but also by 
tiny invertebrate herbivores (Santa Rosa 
Sphinx Moths and Tortoise Beetles). 

The fate of the "lowly creatures" has not 
been ignored in Costa Rica; indeed, these are 
part of the salesmanship of the National 
Parks. Some readers may remember Janzen's 
pleas for money to establish the Parks: a 
shopping list of the animals, plants and even 
fungi on each hectare of parkland saved. It 
was evidently a great idea; it worked. Now, 
contrast this with the campaign to save our 
own old-growth — a loud argument over the 
pseudo-choice of "jobs or the spotted owl," 
which the rape-and-run boys are exploiting 
for their own ends. People expect more for 
their enviro-bucks than one bird. Santa Rosa 
and GNP have dozens of birds more photo- 
genic than an owl, but none of these, by 
itself, would have saved a hectare of land if 
the Guanacaste National Park campaign had 
been built solely around a "save this species" 
concept. The mainstream media has done a 
reasonably good job spreading the news that 
the tropical forests are packed with all kinds 
of animals and plants; what do we have in 
our own old-growth besides spruce, owls, 
and homicidal loggers? If we want to get the 
continued on page 28 
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"IN WILDNESS IS THE PRESERVATION OF THE WORLD" 


by Michael Frome, Huxley College of Envi- 
ronmental Studies, Western Washington U, 
Bellingham, WA 

ed. note: The following is excerpted from a 
speech by Michael Frome presented at an Earth 
Day symposium on wilderness at Utah State 
University last April. Michael Frome has been 
called, by Dave Foreman among others, 
America's foremost environmental journalist; 
and we are grateful to him for sharing with us his 
writings. 

"In wildness is the preservation of the 
world." With those eight simple words 
Henry David Thoreau defined for this time 
and all time a specific and inescapable social 
responsibility. Thoreau, however, had no 
way of foreseeing the state of the world as we 
know it now in the last decade of the 20th 
century: a planet deeply wounded, troubled 
by pollution, overpopulation, corruption, 
violence, and widening disparity between 
the riches of the rich and impoverishment of 
the poor, the manifest ills of a technological 
supercivilization dangerously out of control. 

For our particular period, I would add to 
Thoreau that in the preservation of wild 
nature lies individual salvation. I don't 
mean in wildness alone, but in the conscious 
effort to preserve and perpetuate wildness, 
for nature and humankind, after all, are 
indivisible. 

"Only in acts of articulate compassion, 
in rare and hidden moments of communion 
with nature," wrote Loren Eisely, "does man 
briefly escape his solitary destiny." Yes, 
those rare, hidden moments in communion 
with nature are essential to rediscover the 
soul and rekindle the spirit, but no less so is 
the expression of articulate compassion that 
we celebrate in Earth Day. 

In this spirit I look to the future, with 
wilderness protected under provisions of the 
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tion, gives urgency to the argument for an 
endangered ecosystems act. Most of the 
concerns we have broached for the Angeles 
apply to other forests too, and as develop- 
ment encroaches on them even the extreme 
example of the city of Los Angeles impacting 
the adjacent forest has lessons applicable to 
more remote areas. The primary lesson is 
that wilderness plays the critical ecologically 
adaptive role on planet Earth. 

EPILOGUE: When I have presented 
these ideas in talks with the Forest Service, 
they have generally avoided discussing 
them. When I appealed the Crab Compart- 
ment THP [timber harvest plan] in the San 
Bernardino National Forest at the San Fran- 
cisco offices of the Forest Service in 1988, 
they admitted considerable interest but said 
they did not agree that diversity could be 
much more than subjective. 

The Forest Service and other institu- 
tions consistently refuse to recognize that 
global effects follow from local actions. In 
1986 at the National Meeting for the Society 
for Industrial and Applied Mathematics, I 
demonstrated that nuclear power was an 
artificial, adaptability-depleting way to de- 
liver energy. My opponent grumbled in 
embarrassment and refused to continue the 
discussion, for he had worked on the first 
French commercial reactor. 

The Forest Service’s questions on the 
Angeles appeal bore little relation to the 
arguments we presented. A decision on the 
appeal is not expected until near the end of 
this year. 
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For technical papers on this subject by 
the author, please send a contribution with 
your request to Wide Network Environ- 
mental Think Tank Research Project ad- 
dressed to the POB for L.A. EF! as listed on the 
EF! Directory page of this journal. Also write 
me at this address if interested in joining a 
research group applying these topics. 


Wilderness Act as a symbol of hope and 
reason, of respect for the Earth as the source 
of respect for each other. I see the W ilderness 
Act as a beginning, or a stop along the way, 
rather than an end itself. Since 1964 more 
than 100 items of wilderness legislation have 
been passed by Congress, including the East- 
ern Wilderness Act of 1975, designating key 
tracts in the East; the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act of 1976, extending the 
wilderness system to include areas admini- 
stered by the Bureau of Land Management; 
and the Alaska National Interest Lands 
Conservation Act of 1980, adding more than 
50 million acres to the system. 

Unfortunately, the public has been led 
to believe by Congress, the federal agencies 
and major conservation organizations that 
once an area is designated as Wilderness 
everything will be fine. But things don't 
work that way. Many Wilderness Areas are 
abused and degraded, often by uncontrolled 
and inappropriate recreation uses; they are 
staffed by inadequate personnel insuffi- 
ciently trained. 

The agencies simply do not take their 
responsibility seriously. The decision-mak- 
ers, mostly trained in vocational forestry 
schools, view the Earth as a composite of 
commodities intended for consumption; 
they have little appreciation of wilderness, if 
any. The Forest Service is oriented to timber, 
the Bureau of Land Management to grazing 
and mining, the Fish and Wildlife Service to 
ducks and deer for hunters, and the National 
Park Service to crowds and tourism. 

Yes, there are able, wilderness-con- 
scious, ecosystem-conscious people at work 
in these agencies, but they often do their best 
against heavy odds. They are frustrated and 
unfulfilled. The agencies provide policy 
statements, manuals, plans and promises 
proclaiming the future of wilderness, but the 
documentation is mostly bureaucratic pa- 
perwork. Good people in the ranks deserve a 
better break. 

I propose a place for them — a separate 
branch of government "outside the land 
management structure, " a new agency, to be 
called the United States Wilderness Service. 
Since we pay people in government to serve 


Costa Rica . . . 

continued from page 27 > 

public solidly behind old-growth, we'd bet- o 
ter give them this Information. If they will | 
contribute to save ants and mycorrhizae for 
Costa Rica, they will do no less for the US — 
if they know what they're being asked to 
save. 

1) SAVE IT. 

2) FIGURE OUT WHAT YOU 
HAVE SAVED. 

3) PUT WHAT YOU SAVED 
TO WORK FOR SOCIETY. 

Dan Janzen's recipe for conserving bio- 
diversity in the tropics is by now well known 
but not universally accepted. The idea of 
"user-friendly" parks seems to some to com- 
promise the idea of places where the rest of 
life can live free of human meddling. Some 
have warned that a policy of "user-friendly" 
could easily be perverted — should parks be 
"friendly" to users like Maxxam? Can you 
say, "multiple use"? 

The reply to this worry is that "user- 
friendly" is the only thing that will work in 
the reality of today's tropics. In Costa Rica, 
present activities and future plans will in- 
deed bring a few more people into the Parks, 
but the main activity will bring the Parks to 
the people through educational programs. 
Developmentalists and techno- freaks fondly 
dream of solving the environmental crisis by 
managing the planet, but the real problem is 
managing the over-abundant masses of 
humanity (chiefly by convincing them to 
leave alone the last few fragments of natural 
ecosystems). With clever planning, the 
"user-friendly" park can be an important 
tool in people management. 

Third World parks that try only to keep 
people out have been racking up an impres- 
sive failure rate. Gunning down poachers 
may be the only way left to save elephants 
butthat could leave Africa'sparks inaperma- 
nent state of war with the people around 
them. Perhaps Janzen had Africa in mind 
when, in his proposals for the Guanacaste 
Project, he warned against getting overzeal- 
ous in trying to suppress illegal hunting. It is 
better to take some losses now and avoid ill 
will with neighbors while the next genera- 
tion is being environmentally educated. 
Then the environmentally aware children of 
the poachers will make them stop. 

There are more immediate concerns for 


mining, oil and gas, electric power, grazing, 
logging, and other resource-consumptive 
interests, why not underwrite a cadre of men 
and women who will prove the government 
responsive to the people's wilderness cause? 

The Wilderness Service would under- 
take many missions now unmet. For ex- 
ample, the Wilderness Act directs adminis- 
trators to gather and disseminate informa- 
tion on the use of wilderness, but this is not 
done, or done poorly at best. This would be 
one of the main activities of the Wilderness 
Service. Conceiving wilderness in its broad- 
est sense, it would explore and illuminate 
uses relative to wildlife, archaeology, his- 
tory, art, literature, and philosophy, treating 
them as cultural resources rather than as 
commodities. 

The Wilderness Service would be in- 
volved in research into the values of specific 
ecological types, the threats they face, and 
the steps required to save them. No bureau 
performs that kind of service today. 

The Wilderness Act furnishes the proc- 
ess for preservation of large tracts of federal 
lands. But the Wilderness Service would be 
responsible for a coordinated approach be- 
yond this scope. Some states, inspired by the 
Act, have developed their own initiatives in 
preservation. They need an exchange of 
data, and other states deserve the chance to 
benefit from their accumulated experience. 
For that matter, other nations, having fol- 
lowed our lead in national parks and wildlife 
conservation, should be able to learn how 
wilderness is saved and administered, with 
technical aid to help them. 

Federal land management agencies 
cannot perform these functions. Their ap- 
proaches are too narrow and the efforts of 
their wilderness-oriented personnel are cir- 
cumscribed. But the new agency, vitalized 
with the energy and imagination of these 
people in its fold, and with the single, spe- 
cific mandate of wilderness, would be the 
ideal vehicle. 

The Wilderness Service, as I perceive it, 
would not administer land, but would fur- 
nish new ideas for better land administra- 
tion. It would help to set standards for the 
amount and types of human use an area can 


INBio and the entire Parks system. For the 
moment, biodiversity in Costa Rica is run- 
ning on infusions of foreign money, particu- 
larly from USAID (yes, our government does 
do positive things for the environment on 
occasion). But with our own looming S&L 
crisis and the economy of Costa Rica turning 
downward, the biodiversity programs may 
never develop to their full potential. The 
political support for the Costa Rica programs 
is so great, both in that country and through- 
out the world, that complete abandonment 
is unlikely; however, a long period of people 
not hired, field guides planned but never 
published, collections deteriorating, par- 
klands under siege, and all the other ills of 
lack of money, would sap the vitality and 
enthusiasm now prevalent at INBio and in 
the Parks. That would be as great a tragedy as 
further loss of Costa Rican wilderness. 

Nor would this be the only problem. 
Economic downturns are the perpetual ex- 
cuse for more assaults on wilderness. During 
the Costa Rican election campaign earlier 
this year, promises were made to hand over 
part of Corcovado National Park to the gold 
miners who have been encroaching on it for 
several years. Almost everyone I talked to 
agrees that any giveaway of parkland — 
especially to a group perceived as little more 
than a lawless gang of well-armed thugs — 
would spell eventual disaster for Costa Rica’s 
entire National Park System as well as its 
thriving eco-tourism industry. Some Costa 
Ricans think the miners are merely pawns in 


absorb without impairing its wild quality, 
hopefully reversing the widespread trend of 
deterioration and degradation. 

We can never allocate enough wilder- 
ness, but we should continually improve the 
administration of areas in the Wilderness 
System. Earth Day marks a fitting point to 
reconsider the propriety and proportions of 
such activities as grazing, hunting, fishing, 
and trapping; fire control; insect and disease 
control; luxury outfitting with permanent 
and semi-permanent structures, and aircraft 
flights over wilderness. 

We as trustees of rocks and rills, of 
wooded templed hills, of the heritage em- 
bodied in the Wilderness Act of 1964, need 
consciously to advance love of the beautiful 
as a principle through the body politic, 
through private and public institutions and 
the professions, so that life may be more 
elevating and so that Americans may love 
their country more devotedly the more lov- 
able it is made. 

The time is long overdue to apply the 
principle of stewardship, real stewardship, to 
our entire planet, with public lands in the 
United States as the exemplars. Society 
should have its choices, but one choice 
should be wilderness, whether embodied in 
a single plant or a great virgin forest, whether 
a desert or a mountain, a California Condor, 
Grizzly Bear, or Spotted Owl, that image is 
possible because somewhere that image ex- 
ists in fact. There can never be enough of it. 

I see wilderness as a sanctuary of the 
spirit, the heart of a moral world governed by 
peace and love. Nuclear weapons will never 
force nations to join in recognizing the limi- 
tations of a fragile Earth. Stealth bombers 
and Trident submarines cannot bring people 
together as brothers and sisters caring for 
each other in our common destiny. We 
should give up the illusion of military solu- 
tions and redirect funding, personnel and 
energy to constructive humanitarian pur- 
poses. Let us commemorate Earth Day with 
yet a new beginning on a broad front, and 
pledge allegiance to a green and peaceful 
planet. For in wildness is the preservation of 
the world. 


an elaborate political chess game between 
wealthy power blocs wanting to "open up 
the parks for multiple use" (sound familiar?) 
and equally powerful forces dedicated to the 
present Park System. A periodic "crisis in 
Corcovado" brings out the troops and shows 
the fence-sitters which way the wind is blow- 
ing. Happily, the wind so far has been 
favoring the preservationists. 

But none of these clouds seemed to 
dampen the optimism of the Costa Ricans, or 
their hunger for learning about their 
country’s plants and animals. Duringone of 
my last days at INBio, I was talking with 
another visiting US taxonomist and the 
conversation, inevitably, turned to the dis- 
mal and uncertain state of our profession. 
After the usual exchange of stories about the 
hard luck we suffer at our respective US 
institutions, my friend looked around the 
room at the young Costa Ricans studying 
insects, laughing and talking. "You know," 
hesaid, "the future may be here. Itusedtobe 
that places like the British Museum and the 
American Museum of Natural History sent 
expeditions here to study Costa Rica’s in- 
sects. Now, all the interest in systematics 
seems to be here, and someday Costa Rica 
may be sending expeditions north to study 
ours." 

R. Wills Flowers is an entomologist at 
Florida A&M University and a frequent contribu- 
tor to our pages. 



Box of beetles sent to INBio from a parataxonomist on Volcdn Cacao. This box is one of several 
filled in a week of collecting. 
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Let the 


by Ean Pinn 

Desert nights. Blessed coolness after the 
scorching heat of a summer day. Easily 40 
degrees cooler than midday. A reprieve from 
a painful sun that can drain one's energy. 
The time for the desert dwellers to rise and 
continue their pursuits of food, moisture, 
sex. Desert nights. Cold, quiet in winter, 
without insects. Occasionally, the stillness 
broken by frantic coyote screaming as a pack 
runs down a hare. Distant mountains out- 
lined by star light. Tall yucca elatas traced on 
the desert floor by Venusian-cast shadows. 

The moon slowly floated its way above 
the mountain peaks. Not bright, just a quar- 
ter moon, sufficient, though, to cause Bill to 
stir. He peered out from his sleeping bag and 
examined the world around him, bewil- 
dered. He had grown accustomed to the 
initial confusion, that brief period of not 
knowing where you are. Or sometimes, who 
you are. He found that feeling, in ways, 
exciting; first thrill of the day. 

To his right a shrub, a creosote bush, 
took form. On the left sat a boulder, its base 
a planter for a gigantic prickly pear; a 
mormon tea, a mesquite, and home for a 
kangaroo rat. Above him a perfectly clear sky 
held a complete scattering of stars. He had 
read that on a clear night one could see a 
billion stars without optical aid. Tonight was 
such a night. 

Bill reached for his wrist and pressed a 
button on his digital watch, disabling the 
alarm that was set to go off soon. A nasty way 
to start a day, he thought. But necessary 
sometimes. He was pleased that he had 
awakened without it. In the shelter of a 
shallow pit he built a small concealed fire 
and watched a truck make the long, slow 
descent out of the mountains. TheSangre de 
Cristos. The highway was three miles away 
but he could see the headlights on high beam 
and hear the engine popping as it held the 
truck to safe speed. 

After coffee (his thinking food) and 
granola (running food) he felt alert, quick, 
ready to go. The van was packed; a small 
sledge hammer, a penlight flash, an extra 
pair of beat-up running shoes — old friends 
that would go out in a blaze of glory. Sacri- 
ficed for their last and most important run. 
In the distance Bill could see the destination 
shining brightly down the highway, a huge 
government-owned billboard illuminated 
every night, all night, by 3000 watts of sickly 
florescent light. It cut through the peaceful- 
ness of the night, as ugly as a clearcut, as 
unnatural as a strip mine. 

This sign marked the way to a new 
Department of Defense (more like Offense!) 
Star Wars facility. Seven months ago, when 
Bill had been in the area, it had been smaller 
(but still huge) and supported by telephone 
poles (easily cut). Since his dropping of the 
first sign, it was reconstructed using eight ten 
Inch steel pipes and illumination was added. 

Bill thought about what he was prepar- 
ing to do ... thought how he might justify 
this. Quite simply! One had to differentiate 
between right and wrong. What was really 
right and what was really wrong. One had to 
live truly to truly live. To act, to choose 
action over apathy. 

As a last-minute thought he grabbed, 
from his toolbox, a long metal-cutting cold 
chisel and started the engine. Down the road 
and out onto the highway he sped past the 
sign which glowed alone like a gigantic ghost 
In the night. The truck turned down a side 
road and then turned on another and finally, 
with lights off, he was up an arioyo and out 
of sight. No traffic; no one had seen him. 

Bill fastened the small gear in the pock- 
ets of his camouflage pants, grabbed the 
sledge and extra shoes and stashed the key (a 
safeguard against losing it on the run). He 
stood in the dark and breathed the desert's 
cold night air, admired the stars and listened. 
Silence. The world asleep. An early Sunday 
morning is a good time to be alone. 

OK, now, he said to himself. Speed is 
important. Get there, get It done, and get 
out. You could be back at camp in less than 
half an hour. 

He ran down the arroyo, the roads, and 
out onto the edge of the highway and sat 
down on the pavement. He could see 8 miles 
to the west, 4 to the east, not a vehicle in 
sight. It was a good night. He changed to the 
extra shoes. Any tracks left behind near the 
billboard could only be traced to the high- 
way. And if all went well, those shoes would 
no longer exist in an hour ... cremated on a 
pyre of juniper in his campfire, no link from 
the tracks to him. 

Leaving the other shoes by the side of 
the road he sprinted to the billboard. With 
its bright lights it welcomed him to the 
entrance of "The Ronald Reagan SangTe de 


night Be 

Cristo Strategic Defense Initiative Nuclear 
Annihilation Test Facility." Authorized Per- 
sonnel Only. Bill had once co-authofed a 
paper on Instructional Methods for the 
Computer Illiterate Adult Student. This cer- 
tainly qualified him as authorized person- 
nel, he thought. From the sign he ran over to 
the power pole that held a fuse box and 
switch. It was locked , of course, and by an 
oversized, tempered steel device with a latch- 
ing mechanism at least 3/8 inch thick. 

From the west, a semi was making its 
way up the long climb, engine whining 
loudly as it pulled its load. Bill watched its 
headlights approach slowly and when it was 
near, he crouched and tucked his head. Bill 
knew that if the driver looked his way all he 
would see would be a dark silhouette, the 
outline of what would only appear to be a 
large, wind-blown tumbleweed caught at the 
base of a power pole. 

Rising, he stared at the unbreakable lock 
and thought of what an amazing organiza- 
tion the US government is. The government 
that banned cigarette advertising, but subsi- 
dizes tobacco farmers; that legalized abor- 
tion, but won't support it for poor women; 
that built houses on the reservations, but 
used expensive, imported, inefficient mate- 
rials instead of local, time-tested adobe; the 
government that will pay $79 for a hammer, 
$230 for a toilet seat, a trillion dollars for a 
defense system that doesn’t work. He was 
not surprised to find an expensive lock wor- 
thy of a Wells Fargo truck securing a cheap 
little tin box. 

Holding the chisel and hammer, he 
thought how good they felt: simple and 
basic, yet powerful tools, capable of accom- 
plishing much when properly put to work. 
He ignored the lock, which he could not 
have broken, and aimed for the thin hasp on 
the fuse box. One small tap set the chisel, 
and with a firm blow the hasp broke apart 
and the box opened. With a gloved hand, he 
reached in and pulled the switch. The beau- 
tiful darkness of the night returned. The 
ghost was dead. 

With the penlight Bill examined the 
inner workings of the box, the fuses and the 
contacts beneath them where wires left to go 
underground to the billboard. Above the 
fuses was another set of contacts where the 
wires went to a meter, then climbed the pole 
through a conduit and hung in a perfect 
parabola to another pole where they con- 
nected to a transformer. 

More needed to be done. This minor 
damage would be far too easily rectified. The 
contacts were protected by thick partitions 
of plastic. He swung the sledge hammer and 
on the first blow broke one partition. On the 
second, the plastic plate to which the con- 
tacts were mounted shattered. The thick 
wires hung free with their contact screws still 
fastened at the ends. 

He stepped back, holding the hammer 
by the end of its handle and eased it into the 


by Meyers Jacobi 

This year's Round River Rendezvous 
had a new, Byzantine dimension to it: the 
fatuous attempt by the Mountain States 
Legal Foundation and 77 other anti-wilder- 
ness riffraff groups to challenge our permit to 
assemble on public land. [See Phil Knight's 
article on MSLF last issue.] The attempt 
failed miserably, thanks to an honest judge 
and no doubt to the boorish legal argumen- 
tation of William Pendley, vapid head of the 
MSLF and chief mouthpiece for the environ- 
mentally paranoid ranks of post-Reaganite 
money-changers ("there is a dark side to 
environmentalism,” Pendley oracularly said 
at one meeting). After the judge threw him 
and his rabble out of court, Pendley made 
this statement to the Associated Press: 
"What Earth First! has said is it will use 
violence and terrorism to achieve its objec- 


box. For a brief second the steel head made 
contact between one of the wires and the 
fuse box, creating a bright, blinding, bluish- 
white light that showered him with sparks. 

He thought a moment about being 
electrocuted, the electrons flowing down the 
handle, and through him into the ground. 
Heenvisioned himself there hours laterpara- 
lyzed by the electricity, hammer still in 
hand, his brain smoking before the fuse box, 
as the state police arrived. But luck was with 
him and the electricity would not run down 
the handle that night. Of course it never 
would; wood is a fairly good insulator when 
dry. 

Gingerly, he pushed the hammer in 
again. The sparks flew, the light flashed and 
he quickly withdrew it. If he could just hold 
the hammer in there some good would come 
of it. He checked the highway once more and 
waited a few minutes for a car to pass. Then 
firmly, he plunged the hammer into the box 
and pushed hard: sparks, flashes, but then 
the steel head became securely welded Into 
place by the heat of the electricity. The 
power flowed wildly down the wire through 
the hammer head, the box, and the ground- 
ing wire and Into the ground. The meter 
buzzed loudly and, as he continued pushing 
on the hammer, he could feel an ever-in- 
creasing vibration through the handle. BUI 
turned on the penlight and examined the 
meter. It was the digital kind and was flash- 
ing readings out-of-control.' He worried that 
it might explode in his face. 

The wires in the box had heated, melt- 
ing their rubber coating, and were starting to 


rives to drive people off the public lands of 
the West." 

Now, the plain fact is Earth First! has 
never said anything of the sort; indeed, it has 
always affirmed nonviolence. Since 
Pendley's statement is a lie, and is defama- 
tory, and was carried out with actual malice, 
it constitutes slander pure and simple. The 
trial history of the MSLF suggests Pendley 
may not understand the traffic code, much 
less the law of slander. So, to inform him, EF! 
should file a lawsuit for slander and go after 
his big, line house and other Ul-gotten assets. 

The problem is, of course. Earth First! 
isn't an organization, isn't incorporated, and 
doesn't have legal standing as an entity. You 
can't slander an organization that doesn't 
exist. Reenter our legal genius Pendley. It is 
well known that the MSLF is gathering infor- 
mation about CD and ecotage to bring a class 
action suit against EF! Their problem, 


glow. He smelled burning insulation and by 
the moonlight could dimly see smoke rising 
from the wires at the top of the pole. He held 
for a few minutes more. The buzzing grew 
louder and the vibration stronger. The trans- 
former began to hum. He thought someone 
must be hearing all this and looked around. 
He was alone. He waited for a fire, an explo- 
sion, some kind of culmination to all this 
release of energy. 

The buzzing stopped. And with it the 
vibration. He looked and the meter was 
blank. The smoke, the stench still lingered, 
but the uncontrolled energy was gone. Bill 
backed off, but the hammer was frozen, still 
welded to the box. With a twisting jerk he 
freed it. The hammer was blackened, scarred, 
pitted, and covered with welding spatter. He 
closed the box; only the hasp looked dam- 
aged, and he bent that back to approximate 
its original form. He had just turned to leave 
when the transformer, high on the second 
pole, exploded. It was a fantastic display. He 
crouched and stared until the last flaming 
particles died away. 

Grasping the hammer and chisel, he 
sprinted back to the highway, down to the 
other shoes, changed, and went on to the 
van. He wondered about gods and their 
existence, gave up, and was content to con- 
template the existence of perfection and 
justice. Both so rare, but tonight he'd had 
them. Tonight had been great. 

Thirty-one minutes after leaving, he 
was back at his concealed campsite, a fire 
destroying the only connecting evidence. 
Current score: US Government 1; Bill 2. 


whether they know it or not (probably not), 
is that since Earth First! doesn't exist as an 
entity, there is nobody to sue. One suspects 
that if the MSLF acts at all it will have to go 
after the Journal or the Foundation. To do so, 
Pendley will have to show in court that 
whatever entity he sues represents EF! and all 
Its nefarious activities. In doing so, .Pendley 
will, paradoxically, remove the only obstacle 
preventing EF! from bringing a slander suit 
against Pendley. Whoever Pendley can 
show, through the cryptic workings of his 
legal mind, is EF! can immediately bring a 
slander suit against him for his prior state- 
ments. 

Thus, the harder Pendley works on his 
pet project, the more he will become a bene- 
factor to our future success. Perhaps we 
should place the proceeds from the slander 
suit into a "William Pendley Ecotage Fund." 
Or better, publish the Journal out of 
Pendley's repossessed house (adding the 
appropriate eco-decor, of course). The possi- 
bilities for proper homage to the man are 
endless. Committed EF!ers should send in 
their suggestions. The world needs more 
diligently myopic, land-raping lawyers who 
hoist themselves on their own petard like our 
Mr. Pendley. 

Meyers Jacobi is an assiduously far-sighted, 
land-saving lawyer-to-be, who is especially 
clever at setting traps for his benighted opposi- 
tion. 
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WILL THE REAL EARTH FIRST! 
PLEASE STAND UP, AND SUE 



Trees: A Misanthropic View 


by Sarah E. Bearup-Neal 

I am fonder of trees than I am of people. 
In anthropocentric circles that means I'm 
the social equivalent of Alpo. 

But I have been introduced to the soci- 
ety of trees, and I will tell you this: Trees do 
not wear red ties. Or tasseled loafers. Or 
imperious looks. Trees do not reflexively 
speechify when constituents near. Or broker 
power. Trees, unlike the anointed classes 
who rule Earth, do not poison the air with 
their rhetoric or darken the streams with 
their reasoning. 

Trees just are, and more. 

Now comes the Gaiaphile's big mo- 
ment: the Earth Day Decade, a time to atone 
for trespasses against the planet. And what a 
planet it is! Presiding supremely over the big 
blue marble is the red-tied, tasseled and 
imperious-looking H. sapiens. But what's 
wrong with this picture? 

Under human direction, the Earth has 
been pillaged, paved, rearranged, burrowed 
into and plowed under. With every uproot- 
ing, with every clearcut, H. sapiens has 
caused Mother's face to better resemble a 
barren, sterile moonscape. And the more 
upright this biped has stood, the more (s)he 
has severed H. sapiens's primal connection 
to Earth's other creatures. 

And the human nest? While speechify- 
ing — nay, while flapping her/his jaws and 
protesting, "I am an environmentalist!" — 
H. sapiens has made the nest in question a 
bona fide mess. 

The Earth Day Decade is a time for trees, 
and amends to the natural world begin with 
the woods. But in H. sapiens's Herculean 
effort to enslave wilderness, (s)he has grown 
estranged from maples, aspens, hornbeams, 
beeches and alders. And estrangement 
breeds transmogrification. Suddenly, wood 
becomes a designer accent. Knotty pine pan- 
eling — the experience of nature in the comfort of 
your home! 

Who, then, knows the woods? Why, 
the Nimrod does, that camo-coated bugger 
exercising a Constitutional right to bear 
arms. The woods are lousy with Nimrods. 
Especially in fall, when the wind moves 
through the tree's dying leaves and litters the 
forest floor with its acom harvest. That 
woods wind is a siren song that compels H. 
sapiens to relinquish its red tie for anything 
day-glo orange. 

Who knows the woods? The sawyer is 
another. Armed with a petrol-fueled blade, 
the sawyer stalks the woods on a mission 
financed by the gods of commerce: big guys 
for whom clearcutting the ancients of the 
Pacific Rim is lucrative, invigorating sport. 
Board feet set tasseled feet adancing. 

H. sapiens is at war. (S)he declared it 
after entertaining some foolish notion about 
getting civilized. Sixty years ago, when 
Mother was less tame and trodden than now, 
Ernest H. Wilson wrote Aristocrats of the 
Trees. Sagely, presciently he said: "From the 
dawn of history man has been busy destroy- 
ing the forests of the world and the more he 
has advanced toward what we call civiliza- 
tion the more destructive he has become." 

This war is in the woods. It's a take-no- 
prisoners affair because there are priorities. 
Humans have their needs: pencils, writing 
tablets, cereal boxes, toilet paper, toothpicks, 
gift wrap, business cards, second homes.... 
So much for the woodpecker whose first 
home is a hole in a tree in the forest from 
which any of these priorities emanates. 
Tough shit to the beetle who weathers the 
winter under flaps of loose bark instead of in 
a hut on stilts in Fort Myers. 

A directive to H. sapiens, which (s)he 


will heed if the level of her/his intelligence is day forward, Buddha's sockless foot never- 

only a fraction of its purported, colossal more felt the rough, clammy interior of a 

height: Fundamental life lessons are taking tasseled loafer. Further, he ceased channel- 

place in a forest near you. Listen to Louis and ing power through the red tie around his 

Margery Milne. In Because of a Tree they neck. 

wrote: "A tree shades man and beast, harbors In death, trees have lessons yet to share, 

songbirds and squirrel, feeds bee and looping They provide food and lodging for all man- 

worm. Aided only by sun, rain and earth ner of life. Ants, chickadees. Moss, a green 

itself, it lives with the seasons, heals its own velvet carpet, clings to the log's spongy 

wounds, and outlasts its human neighbors remains and siphons moisture out of this 

..." wonderful rot. But death is never so stun- 

Trees are models of efficiency. They ning as in autumn, when leaves complete 

ground nutrient rich soil and trap rain water, their cycle with a bacchanal of color; this a 

relegating the latter to the dark moist layers gift, before the monotone of winter settles in. 

of Earth where grubs wiggle and bore. A H. sapiens — the civilized, Western 

network of thirsting tentacles extracts water model — offers little with her/his passing, 

from the Earth and returns it to the tree. And even then, ($)he is penurious with the 

Water enriched with nitrogen and potash natural world. With solemnity and cere- 

and phosphorous travels back up through mony, the biped's nattily attired albeit life- 

the trunk, along an intricate system of tubes, less remains are deposited into an expensive 

to every branch and leaf. H. sapiens never box, which is lowered into the ground and 

knew a bus schedule this complex. covered. Nothing enters, nothing departs, 

Leaves take over here. They process sap and H. sapiens remains consistent to the end: 

water and carbon dioxide — a raw mix that disconnected from the natural world, 
is to the tree what a Porterhouse is to Pavlov's When my body is through, I want to be 

dog. Next, el sol strikes the chlorophyll in the left buck naked at the base of a tree, in the 

chloroplasts, and voila... photosynthesis. All deepest part of the remaining forest. Let the 

in all, this is a very convenient chain of crows peck away at the tastier parts and let 

events: The tree gets nourished and then it the worms do the rest. Let the birds sing my 

toots oxygen all over, which H. sapiens sucks funeral songs and let this misanthrope make 

in for dear life. An acre ofyoung trees releases restitution by behaving in a manner worthy 

enough oxygen to fill the lungs of 18 H. of a tree. Ernest H. Wilson explains it this 

sapienses for one year. way: 

Long ago, the Earth was largely verdant, "Finally, no trace of the dead tree can be 

unceasing forest and the biped less erect. To found, all of its atoms shifted into the bodies 

tribes of indigenous Brazilian people, the of living creatures. All of the energy leaves... 

deep forest offered newborns impenetrable transferred to other forms of life or ... liber- 
cover from the moon's injurious beams. ated as heat to radiate away into outer space 
Zeus made his presence known by rustling ..." 
the oak leaves on windless days. And while 

meditating in the depths of the wood. Bud- Sarah E. Bearup-Neal is a freelance writer 

dha got the four truths and chose the path of and environmental activist based in Michigan. 
moderation. In the Vedas it is writ: From that 


Modesty and the Conquest of Mountains 

by Arne Naess in human catastrophes. That is, catastrophes lifestyles rapidly undermines the alpine cul- 

for mothers, fathers, wives, children, and ture. Individual Sherpas and their families 

There are many ways of experiencing friends. The climbers themselves die in a way have enhanced their wealth and status 

mountains. I would rather assert, however, 1 cannot class as catastrophic. through expeditions, but their communities 

that mountains have innumerable aspects, So much about mountain appreciation and culture have suffered unduly. Their 

or, even better, that the term 'mountain' and worship, orthecultofmountains. Many great festivals and religious life are fading, 

may be used to designate vastly different mav feel the same wav. but will oerhaos not Yet some cult of mountains still remains! 

entities. feel the same way about mountain people. Tserigma (Gauri Sankar) is still worshiped. 

The words I use must come as an anticli- On the other hand, many basically feel the When we suggested to the Sherpas of Bedlng, 

max, perhaps. They are common words, same way about mountain people, but have beneath Tserigma, that they might like to 

they are crude, and only an intense willing- no tendency toward mountain worship. have its fabulous peaks protected from 

ness to go along with me can help me convey This may be simply explained through a "conquests" and big expeditions, they re- 

whatlknow. short account of my own first encounter sponded with enthusiasm. A special meeting 

Mountains are big. They are also great. with mountain people. was announced, and the families voted 

They have dignity and other aspects of great- When 15 years old I managed through unanimously to ask the central authorities in 

ness. sheerpersistencyofappealstotravelalonein Katmandu to refuse permission forclimbing 

They are solid, stable, unmoving. A early June to the highest mountain region of expeditions to Tserigma. Gonden, the leader 

Sanskrit word for them is a-ga — that which Norway — Jotunheimen. At the foot of the of Beding, walked all the way to Katmandu to 

does not go. But curiously there are lots of mountain I was stopped by deep rotten snow contact the administration, 

movements in them. Thus a ridge is some- and could find nowhere to sleep. Eventually But in Nepal, as in so many other coun- 
times ascending; there is a strong upward I came across a very old man engaged in tries, local communities have little chance of 

movement, perhaps broken with spires, digging away the snow surrounding and in being heard. The Sherpas would not mind 

towers, but resuming the upward trend, part covering a closed cottage belonging to a "losing" the money they could earn from 

toward the sky or even toward heaven. The mountaineering and tourism association. expeditions to Tserigma, but central admini- 

ridge or contour does not only have move- We stayed together for a week in a tiny strations do not think the same way. As is to 

ment up, but may point upward, may invite nearby hut. So far as I can remember, we ate be expected, alpine clubs the world over have 

elevation. only one dish: oatmeal porridge with dry largely ignored Gonden's initiative. Perhaps 

When we are climbing a mountain, it bread. The porridge had been stored in the the organizers of expeditions tend to think 

may witness our behavior with a somewhat snow from the previous autumn — that is that mountains, being great stone heaps, 

remote or mild benevolence. The mountain what I thought the old man said. Later I need no "protection," and that the "enlight- 

never fights against us and it will hold back came to doubt it. Amisunderstandingonmy ened" Sherpas certainly would tolerate their 

avalanches as long as it can, but sometimes part. The porridge was served cold, and if a climbing friends going anywhere. They are 

human stupidity and hubris and a lack of tinypiece was left overon myplate hewould inpartright. But I do not think we should in 

intimate feeling for the environment result eat it. In the evenings he would talk inciden- this case make use of their tolerance. 

tally about mountains, about reindeer, hunt- These reflections are supposed to serve 



Breeding Giant Redwoods 

by Mark Sunlin Want one. 

They may have a while to wait for these 
In the early 1 960s, a Coast Redwood tree youngsters to attain the pyramid-like stature 

in northern California's Humboldt County of their grandparents, however. Libby is 

was found to be 367.8 feet in height — 8 uncertain as to whether the two tallest trees 

inches taller than the average height of the have a peculiar genetic tendency toward 

three giant pyramids of Giza in Egypt. tallness or have simply been growing longer 

Dubbed ARC 154, it was the world's tallest than other trees — or both — but time, he 

tree, and was standing on the property of a says, is definitely a factor. While no one has 

lumber company, with the second tallest tree been able to determine the age of the world's 

only a few feet away. "Something had to be tallest tree, it was around when Columbus 

done," recalls Bill Libby, a forester at UC "discovered" America 500 years ago, and 

Berkeley, and that something took the form probably 500 years before that when the 

of clones of these two trees. Vikings discovered the continent. "Who 

Today, those offspring are a sprightly 30 knows," muses Libby, "it may have been 

feet tall "and growing like mad," one in growing on a dead mastodon!" 

Libby's own yard, so he and his colleagues Meanwhile, the lumber company that 

have decided to play the part of a botanical owned the property on which these sky- 
matingservicebycrossingtheseclonesofthe scraping trees stood — and still stand — has 
two tallest trees on Earth. Some of the gone out of business. "They probably wish 

resultant progeny have already gone up for they hadn't found them, because the land 

adoption/and because of their outstanding was confiscated for Redwood National Park," 

genetic predilection toward giantism, every- comments Libby, with a contagious lack of 

one, including the King of Spain, seems to sympathy. 


ing, and other occupations in the highest the idea of modesty — modesty in our rela- 
regions. Butmostlyhewouldplaytheviolin. tionships with mountains and with moun- 
It was part of the local culture to mark the tain people. As I see it, modesty is of little 

rhythm with the feet, and he would not give value if it is not a natural consequence of 

up trying to make me capable of joining him much deeper feelings, and even more impor- 

in this. But how difficult! The old man’s tant in our special context, a consequence of 

rhythms seemed more complex than any- a way of understanding ourselves as part of 

thing I had ever heard. nature in a wide sense of the term. This way 

The effect of this week, along with is such that the smaller we come to feel 

similar experiences later, established my ourselves compared to the mountain, the 

conviction of an inner relation between nearer we come to participating in its great- 

mountains and mountain people: a certain ness. I do not know why this is so. 

greatness, cleanness, a concentration upon 

what is essential, a self-sufficiency; and con- A me Naess is the Norwegian philosopher 

sequently a disregard of luxury, of compli- who coined the term 'deep ecology,' back in the 

cated means of all kinds. From the outside 70s. He originally wrote a longer version of the 

the mountain way of life would seem Spar- above article for Deep Ecology, edited by Mi- 

tan, rough, and rigid; but the playing of the chael Charles Tobias and Harold Drasdo (which 

violin and obvious fondness for all things came out about the same time as Deep Ecology 

above the timberline, living or "dead," cer- written by George Sessions and Bill Devall). 

tainly witnessed a rich, sensual attachment , 

to life, a deep pleasure in what can be expe- 
rienced with wide-open eyes and mind. 

Local mountain cultures are incompat- 
ible with those that are cosmopolitan and 
urban. The intrusion of new values and 


Page 30 Earth First! November 1, 1990 



Technology and the Tools of Ecodefense 


“Let your life be a counter friction to stop the 
machine.’ -HankThoreau 

by Michael Lewis 

Ecodefenders around the world are fac- 
ing the same questions that dissenters and 
malcontents have struggled with through- 
out the history of civilization. How does one 
effectively oppose the society in which one is 
entrenched? How does the anarchist oppose 
the centralized government without replac- 
ing it? Does violent opposition block consid- 
eration of viable alternatives? Should we 
stand and fight oppressive governments or 
should we withdraw our economic and po- 
litical support and refuse to cooperate? The 
questions remain the same; the answers drift 
with the tides of culture. 

The current ecological debate and the 
extremes of response elicited by environ- 
mental activists have brought new ques- 
tions, or at least new twists on the age-old 
questions, into the fore. Should we make use 
of the technology we decry as tools against 
the technocratic society that produces 
them? Are we being ideologically inconsis- 
tent by using computers, fax machines and 
automobiles to oppose the CFC-producing 
computer industry, the paper-producing 
timber beast, and the oil-producing mega- 
machine? Should we instead eschew the use 
of such technology, and avoid the contradic- 
tions? 

As newly liberated college students, we 


struggled with these questions in the sixties 
and seventies, leading to responses as diverse 
as the culture that spawned them. Many 
chose violence, mainly aimed at the im- 
moral war in Vietnam. Our object of hate 
was the military-industrial complex, the evil 
our fathers had been warned about by our 
greatest military leader (and worst Presi- 
dent). We taunted, we cursed, we proffered 
flowers and upthrust middle fingers. We 
burned ROTC buildings and prompted the 
government to call out armed thugs to re- 
store order. And, ultimately, we died. 

We have just observed the twentieth 
anniversary of the Kent State killings in 
which American citizens, temporarily dis- 
guised as soldiers, killed other American citi- 
zens, temporarily disguised as angry stu- 
dents. It was a shocking and sobering lesson 
for many of us, that such "Merry Pranks" 
would result in such an extreme response 
from the authorities we so despised. We 
expected them eventually to strip off their 
ties, tie-dye their shirts and join the parade. 
Instead they sent us the tumbling dum-dum 
and instant oblivion in a pool of thickening 
blood. 

To many who were there and who 
stared down that 45 caliber tunnel to no- 
where, the answers were clear and no longer 
involved direct confrontation and intimida- 
tion. They sought other paths, other ways of 
expressing their opposition. 

To many others, especially those on 
other college campuses, Kent State was a 
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one more means to capture the hearts and 
pocketbooks of the consuming public. Once 
again, we face two doors: Do we drop out or 
stand and fight? Do we remain pure in 
ideology, or scrabble with any tooth and 
fang we can lay hands on? Do we accept the 
profferings of the evil corporations, or do we 
continued on page 36 
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catalyst, a call to further action, destructive, 
obstructive and confrontational. The evil 
state was opposed across the nation, and 
more students died, more were injured, 
physically and spiritually. 

And the war in Vietnam came to an end. 

Those who chose to express opposition 
by withdrawing their support dropped out to 
the non-conformist conformity of com- 
munes, crash pads and group marriages in 
backwater gardens across the United States. 
All manner of social experiment flowered 
briefly in the glow of mind altering sub- 
stances, withered as daily reality tarnished 
the golden promise, and inevitably shriveled 
and died. All but a few of the alternative 
communities live only in the memories of 
stock brokers and corporate executives. 

In the eighties and now the nineties, the 
revolution birthed on college campuses 
twenty years ago has seen a new revival, 
garbed in green and desperately courted by 
the techno-industrial mainstream, seeking 
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silk-screened from a 16th century 
design by Bautelier. White on purple. 

7 OSPREY - Fantastic black and 
white print from 19th century engrav- 
ing. Shows Osprey parent and fledg- 
lings at nest. An Omi Shirt. 


8. BAT POWER - Features scientif- 
ically accurate illustration of a bat. 

Plus notes on bats’ plight. Bright mus- 
tard on black. 

9. THIS MANY PANTHERS. Shows 
about 31 panthers (we keep reducing 
the number each time we print more 
shirts) - the number still alive in the 
wilds of S. E. America; i. e. , Florida. 
Cream on Royal Blue. 

10. WYSIWYG. In big, black, 
computer-style letters. Means dif- 
ferent things to different people. 

11 Not a shirt - a bumper sticker. 

JUST SAY NO TO DEVELOPERS. 

Red on white vinyl stickee. Becoming 
increasingly popular wherever survey 
stakes are multiplying as if living 
organisms and bulldozers never stop 
coming. $1 each, 6 for $5 

T SHIRTS are $9 87 each or if your order two - $9. 38 
ea. Three -8 88 ea. Six- $8. 39 ea -12-$7 90ea 
S-M-L-XL Include $2 40 per order (not per shirt) toward 
shipping and handling 
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"I cannot imagine that a 
more worthwhile book 
will be printed this year." 

—Jim Harrison 

Immortalized as Edward Abbey's Hayduke, 
featured on the PBS special "Peacock's 
War," and consultant for the film The Bear, 
a "legendary environmental warrior"* tells 
the extraordinary story of how his life with 
grizzlies recaptured the soul he had lost 
in Vietnam. 

"Vivid storytelling, full of danger and news 
from the front lines ... A book about learn- 
ing to accept responsibility for the earth 
and its creatures. May it drive you to exam- 
ine your beliefs, and, like Peacock, act on 
them." —’William Kittredge 

GRIZZLY YEARS 

In Search of 

The American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock 

At all bookstores 

B HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY, INC. ITT 
115 West 18th Street, New York 10011 gg 


MEET OTHER ECOLOGY- 
MINDED SINGLES through 
the Concerned Singles News- 
letter. Nationwide. Since 
1984. Free sample: Box 555-B, 
Stockbridge, MA 01262. 
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Working for animate 1 rights? 

Subscribe to Bunny Huggers' Gazette . 
You'll know what to boycott, who to 
write, where to protest. Comprehensive. 
Essential. Six Issues per year - $12.00. 

Bunny Huggers ‘ Gazette - EF 
P.O. Box 601 

Temple, Texas 76503-0601 


Recycled Paper 

THE RIGHT MESSAGE 

W E OFFER AN EXTENSIVE SELECTION 
of recycled office papers, 
including many with high post- 
consumer waste content. Beautiful 
wildlife and nature note cards, stationery, 
gift wrap, and holiday cards also available. 
Send for your free catalog today. 

EARTH CARE PAPER INC. 

PO Box 14140, Dept. 553, Madison, Wl 53714 
I . (608) 277-2900 a 
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e*co*nol*o*gy 

A unique word that best describes our journals unique perspec- 
tive — economics and ecology are inseparable. Catalyst explores the 
linkage between economic activities and ecological health. 

Catalyst investigates the businesses and projects working toward a 
sustainable future — and those that are not. We examine financial alter- 
natives — from the genuine to the specious. And each quarterly issue 
reviews books & periodicals similarly focused on achieving an earth- 
based bioregional economy. 

Catalyst, in short, is a great tool for the practical econologist. Write 
for your review copy today. 



r 


Catalyst 


SUSAN MEEKER-LOWRY, EDITOR 


□ Please send me a review copy of 
Catalyst today. 


CITY / STATE / ZIP 

64 MAIN ST, DEPT. 8, MONTPELIER, VT 05602 


Collector's Sale! 

E&ffftlhi Fibrsft.!l CalemdaiTsS 

(The year says 1985 but the days are the same as 1991) 

We just found a box of classic 1985 Earth First! Calendars and 
realized that 1985 Calendars begin on Tuesday just like 1991 calen- 
dars and thus are interchangeable. So . . . return with us to those 
storied days of yesteryear (the Golden Age of Earth First!) with im- 
passioned art work from T.O. Hellenbach, John Zaelit, Roger Can- 
dee, Jim Stiles, Brush Wolf, Bill Kelsay, Karen Tanner and Bill Turk. 
Special features of the 1985 Earth First! Calendar include dozens of 
iconoclastic quotations sprinkled throughout, and notations for 
each day of the year about important conservation events (includ- 
ing all Wilderness Area and National Park designations), great 
disasters and bizarre natural phenomena. Luddite history, conser- 
vation landmarks, and other occurrences of interest for that date. 



“WOODPECKERS DID IT~ 
by John Zaelit 


While they lust — only $8.00 postpaid! 

Order directly from: Ned Ludd Books 

PO Box 5141 

Tucson, A Z 85703 
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IJ REVIEWS 


GRIZZLY YEARS: In Search of the Ameri- 
can Wilderness, by Doug Peacock; 1990; 
Henry Holt & Co., 115 W 18th St, NY, NY 
10011; $22.95 hardcover; 288pp. Available 
from EF! Books for $24 ppd. 

ed. note: As I'm writing this review, we've 
just learned that Dave Foreman has received 
death threats (on his birthday, no less!) from 
Yuma, Arizona, where he is to speak tonight (10- 
18). This is disconcerting. Yuma is ORV country 

— Sahara Club turf. Sahara Club ruffians 
recently confronted Arizona 4 defendant Mark 
Davis during a speech he was giving in Califor- 
nia; and activists in California suspect Sahara 
Club of being the source of threats they've re- 
ceived . Then we hear good news: Doug Peacock, 
the ex-Green Beret Grizzly Bear tracker, is guard- 
ing Dave.... — JD 

Doug Peacock's friend Yvon Chouinard 
(adventurer and environmental activist) 
describes him as "the alter ego of the alpha 
grizzly." It is an apt description. Doug 
Peacock is wild and unpredictable. He is an 
animal — in the true and best sense of that 
word — in an age of machines. Doug is the 
Grizzly Bears' most enigmatic and cryptic yet 
charismatic champion. 

Doug is also a cultu red and literary man. 
He is a naturalist in the tradition of Adolph 
and Olaus Murie and Sigurd Olson. He is a 
connoisseur of fine writing and fine wine. 
Paradoxically, he was Ed Abbey's inspiration 
for George Hayduke. 

Not surprisingly, then, Grizzly Years is 
powerful, inspiring, and multifaceted. The 
book addresses bear biology, natural history 
of the Northern Continental Divide and 
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystems and threats 
to those ecosystems, bear politics, bear my- 
thology, the demise of the American Indi- 
ans, the Vietnam War, and the author's re- 
covery in Griz country from the war. 

Indeed the book is so wide ranging and 
diverse — like Grizzlies and their ecosystems 

— that it defies categorization. Using the 
taxonomy of American Nature writing devel- 
oped by Thomas Lyon (see Lyon's This In- 
comperable Lande, Houghton Mifflin, 1989), 


by Doug Peacock 

The Grizzly Bear is an omnivore, the only 
one much larger than we. In North America, a 
continent with no primates, the Grizzly is the 
animal most manlike. He is, like us, a generalist, 
rather than a specialist, who pioneers diverse 
habitats. He prefers, much of the time, his own 
company, and knows both the joys and risks of 
solitude, unlike his neighbors who run in packs 
and herds. The bear reminds us of what we 
might have become if we ourselves hadn't left the 
wilderness. 

GENERAL GUIDELINES 

1. Know your place in the world. Go 
into Grizzly country with humility. It is the 
emotional posture that permits reason, fos- 
ters learning and constitutes the correct atti- 
tude for living with an animal that can eat 
your ass any time it wants to. 

2. Leam about bears before you go into 
Grizzly country. The onus is upon us to 
educate ourselves about bears. They already 
know all they need to about humans. Don't 
even consider laying blame on anyone else 
for a mauling or other natural accident. 
Forget about litigation. If you're worried 
about these things, don't go. 

3. Before your trip, prepare yourself 
mentally and make yourself receptive. 
Meditate, go back in time and seek S-sa cretT 
connection . Tmagineyours elflm^a_ft516n 
quest. Clean yourself out. Get off booze and 
drugs and chegjicals. Consider fasting for a 
day or twox^atch what you eat and don't 
travel into Grizzly country smelling of old 
tuna fish; it transla^ jr> tn bad karma and 
has nega t ive practical rnnspqiipnrps 

^ 4. Once out there, be alert. Forget about 

scenery and try to see from the viewpoint of 
an animal. Keep your senses sweeping the 
treeline and pay attention to detail; see how 
things interact. Most of all, sneak around. 
Travel quietly and don't let yourself be seen. 
These ancient instincts of the hunter are 
especially relevant in today's highly regu- 


Grizzly Years could be classed with four of the 
seven types of Nature essays Lyon outlines: 
natural history essays, rambles, solitude and 
back-country living, travel and adventure, 
and man's role in Nature. Even these do not 
suffice to define Grizzly Years, however, for it 
is also an odyssey; and like all great odysseys 
it serves to subvert human hubris. As Terry 
Tempest Williams (Utah author and natural 
historian) said, "Grizzly Years belongs to a 
genre of literature written for the soul.... He 
calls for a revolution of the spirit through an 
emersion in the natural world." 

Perhaps most importantly, Grizzly 
Years provides insight into the lives of Ursus 
arctos horribilis. Ned Mudd (Biodiversity 
Project lawyer) put it well: "For the first time 
the rest of us hominids have an opportunity 
to leam, close up, about one of evolution's 
most indomitable and righteous creatures: 
Doug Peacock. Fans of the great Ursus arctos 
will also find solace in this sublime account 
of how Mr. Grizzer actually behaves in the 
Wild, as opposed to on tv. No one knows 
better than Doug Peacock." 

Common throughout Grizzly Years are 
the major themes of our times — death, 
sorrow, and destruction (the Big Three) — 
yet Doug, in reality and in print, goes beyond 
gloom and doom, and helps us see how Homo 
sapiens might regain the humility to become 
once again part of Nature. Being charged by 
Grizzlies scores of times has taught Doug 
humility, and he skillfully communicates 
that through his writing. 

The book does have a weakness, 
though: it ends too soon. Doug has much 
more to say about life, and many more Griz- 
zly tales to tell. His book is essential reading 
for all who have an ursine attraction to the 
American wilderness — even more so for 
those who don't yet have such an attraction. 
We had thought to run an excerpt of Grizzly 
Years here, but being convinced that all 
Journal readers should read the whole book, 
we'll instead provide a heretofore mostly 
unpublished draft by Doug (parts appeared 
in our Grizzly Bear tabloid several years ago): 


lated backcountry areas. 5. Don’t cor- 
rupt a bear with human food. Bears learn 
through their stomachs. Feeding is their 
most important activity. They will tolerate 
much discomfort and even pain if they are 
rewarded with something good to eat. Wild 
bears are usually shy around people, but they 
change in a hurry if they get into human 
food. 

6. Take little or no supermarket food 
into the wilderness. Forage off the land as 
much as possible; dig roots and pick berries. 
Take no aromatic food. Choose dry food 
over food requiring cooking. Avoid animal 
products; grains and fruits are better than 
smoked salmon or jerky. Your wilderness 
trip is not a diversion. Fuck recreation; this 
is the real world. 

7. Pay attention to what other animals 
are saying, especially bears. The Grizzlies are 
talking to you. The only species of animal 
that tries to get by in the wilderness without 
interspecific tact or communication is the 
human critter. All other animals take stock 
of what each other is doing and make adjust- 
ments in their lives for the presence and 
behavior of the rest of the animal kingdom. 
Grizzlies especially have a body language in 
which the mere style of gait communicates 
instantly how the bear is feeling and what it 
is up to. A young Brown Bear on a salmon 
stream can tell in a glance if he should flee 
the big boar who is 150yardsaway. Elk know 
when Grizzlies are predatory, and at other 
times stand 50 feet away watching as a bear 
walks through the middle of their herd to the 
next berry patch. A bear that looks taciturn to 
us communicates in total body language to 
other bears. People can leam to read some of 
this behavior. 

Grizzlies communicate with their size, 
posture, mouths, ears, eyes. A Grizzly stand- 
ing on its rear feet swinging its head is only 
trying to see and smell better. Bears whoosh 
when alarmed, and this is no threat. A bear 


who woofs but does not run away is a threat. 
Huffing, scratching at a log, and mouth 
chomping are signs for you to slowly depart. 
If the Grizzly pops its jaw and slobbers, leave 
more quickly. If the bear's head is turned to 
the side, you can still escape without getting 
chewed on. Grizzlies are usually quiet; 
growls are uncommon but they mean what 
they sound like. Once the head is lowered 
and the ears are flat back, you'll probably be 
charged. If the eyes fix at the last moment 
and turn cold, you're in a world of shit. The 
icy stare is caused by the eyelids retracting to 
the corner of the eyes, revealing the yellow 
sclera. It only happens aMhe last second and 
is the final signal you see before flying fur. 

There are many variations and nuances 
of such behavior noticeable if not compre- 
hensible to humans. Pay attention to them. 
HIKING IN GRIZZLY COUNTRY 

Various state and federal agencies pub- 
lish brochures about bears and there's a lot of 
bullshit out there about what you should do 
in bear country. One agency handout will 
tell you not to fornicate or menstruate in the 
woods, and not to run away but to climb 
trees or make noise if you are charged; the 
next leaflet may say exactly the Opposite. 
Much of this conflicting advice results from 
responsible agencies worrying about cover- 
ing their asses legally and assuming their 
clientele are hicks. But some of the confu- 
sion is the honest product of the individual- 
ity of all bears and the uniqueness of each 
situation. 

Here are clues to interpreting this some- 
times contradictory literature and some per- 
sonal tips: 

See the Grizzly first. Locate the bear 
before it is aware of you. Most bear attacks 
occur when people surprise a Grizzly in close 
quarters. TTiis simple precaution can't be 
overemphasized and it is easier to accom- 
plish than it sounds. I prefer to walk into the 
wind. This is contrary to the advice you read 
in government brochures. My intent is to see 
bears, not avoid them; so I move into the 
wind slowly, stopping to listen every other 
minute or so depending on the acoustics of 
the habitat. Bean make a lot of noise most of 
the time when they're not wary of intrusion. 
Once you see what bears are doing, you can 
avoid them. If you have to pass them on a 
ridgetop, say, you will have time to retreat to 
a safe cliff face — as females with young often 
do — or climb a tree. This is theonly time I 
recommend climbing a tree. 

Travel quietly. There are few times when 
it is necessary to make noise, and in those 
rare situations the human voice — at conver- 
sational tones — suffices. Bear bells are 
obscene. They disrupt the life of virtually 
every animal in Grizzly country. If you feel 
you need airhorns or bear bells in the wilder- 
ness, please stay home. We are voluntary 
visitors to ecosystems of animals with no 
place else to live. Padding the margin of 
human safety at each bend of the trail is not 
morally justifiable: the risk of injury to 
people by Grizzlies is exceedingly slight. 
More people are killed slipping in bathtubs 
in a week than from Grizzly maulings in a 
century. In marginal food years, the differ- 
ence between survival and starvation in 
animal populations can be human distur- 
bance. This is fespecially true among the. 
larger and more man-shy ungulates and 
carnivores. Each interruption of essential 
feeding or breeding activity drains vital 
energy from wild animals. 

I talk at certain times when bears are 
active on brushy trails with blind corners. 
Not too loud, but I talk. Sometimes I sing real 
quiet like. But never country western. 
Whatever you do in Griz country, don't sing 
country western. 

Don't disturb Grizzlies with human scent 
any more than necessary. Be aware of air 
currents or wind directions and don't con- 
taminate Grizzlies with human stink. Griz- 
zly Bears don't like the way we smell and it 
does them no good to become too familiar 
with human scent. Grizzlies have run from 
my scent at distances up to a mile downwind. 
Again this advice is contrary to government 
handouts, which tell us to hike downwind 
allowing our smell to precede us kicking the 
bears off their beds and forcing them out of 
their forage patches in hopes of avoiding 
confrontations. This works but it’s not the 
only way of avoiding close encounters with 
bears. By staying alert you can bypass most 
Grizzlies without disturbing them. 

There are times, of course, when I don’t 
walk into the wind but allow my scent to 
blow before me into willow thickets, riparian 
downfalls, Krummholz and other potential 
beddingsites, if I can't otherwise avoid going’ 
around them. 

CONFRONTATIONS 

Nearly all confrontations with Grizzlies 
can be prevented and most of the injuries or 
deaths resulting from past confrontations 
could have been avoided or greatly miti- 
gated. You should think about what you 
might do ahead of time. Learn about bear 
habits and enough about their behavior that 
you have some idea of how a Grizzly is 
feeling. 


A Practical Guide for 

Staying Alive in Grizzly Country 


Elements of Grizzly Bear Behavior 

The Grizzly is a relatively recent product 
of evolution. The Asian Brown Bear wan- 
dered over the Bering land bridge some 
12,000-14,000 years ago and encountered 
the great open expanse of Alaskan tundra, 
the rich periglacial of the Pleistocene. This 
bear became the American Grizzly. The 
principal behavioral change, it is believed, 
was that the Grizzly, away from its ancestral 
forests of Asia and Europe, became more 
aggressive in response to this treeless habitat 
where mothers had to learn to protect their 
cubs from other bears, wolves and several 
now extinct Pleistocene carnivores. A strong 
offense became a good defense. This in- 
creased aggressiveness no doubt accounts for 
the Grizzly's subspecies name, horribilis. The 
Grizzly's prickly disposition is a properly 
natural consequence. 

Inland Grizzlies appear more aggressive 
than Brown Bears of the Alaskan coast and 
islands. This is probably because the Brown 
Bears take part in many social gatherings, 
such as those during salmon runs, and the 
socialization or habituation which takes 
place there is somehow transferred toward 
humans. The rich habitat and adequate food 
resources undoubtedly contribute to this 
tolerance. Factors that may contribute to a 
risky confrontation with a bear are the pres- 
ence of cubs, prior contact with people or 
their garbage, the age and sex of the bear, the 
'time of day and season of year, and items as 
subjective as hunger and mood. You should 
know when you are dealing with a female 
with young ora dominant male or a subadult 
bear. Each age class is different in terms of 
behavior and what you do about it. And 
within each group the variation in individ- 
ual temperament can be tremendous. 

The most overt example of the behav- 
ioral language of Grizzlies is seen where 
social hierarchies occur for salmon or other 
foods. Ritualized submissive and dominance 
signals such as those developed by primates 
or pack animals have not evolved for Griz- 
zlies. The language of bears is more subtle; 
there is no evolutionary advantage in either 
passivity or dominance except to survive in 
order to breed later. There is a selective 
disadvantage in being too aggressive and 
fights to the death between Grizzlies are rare. 
Dominant animals at these social gatherings 
— usually large males — appear almost indif- 
ferent to the presence of other Grizzlies. The 
dominant ones, at salmon streams as well as 
in huckleberry patches and during most of 
the rest of the year, will walk across a flat or 
clearing with no sign of wariness, with utter 
disdain, except that the eyes of these big 
boars are alert and they are constantly and 
subtly monitoring the area. 

Any rule about Grizzly behavior will 
find exceptions. Normally, however, the 
pecking order is big males, sows with young, 
younger males and females without cubs, 
subadult pairs or groups and solitary 
subadult Grizzlies including weaned year- 
lings. Most of the time you can't tell males 
from females in the wild, so the classes are 
females with cubs, solitary adults and 
younger or subadult Grizzlies. 

The only bears a mother with cubs will 
never tolerate close to her young are the big 
boars. Only a dominant male will expose its 
neck in a confrontation with a less dominant 
bear, showing that he isn't feeling aggressive. 
Bears of equal status may challenge each 
other with threat postures. The most ex- 
treme of these are straight on nose to nose 
bite threats where bears square off, mouths 
open, ears back, rear haunches lowered, 
sometimes roaring or salivating, tossing 
their heads up. The resolution comes by the 
passive bear remaining still and inoffensive 
yet showing that he or she will still fight if 
attacked. The dominant Grizzly often breaks 
off and leaves. Both bears avoid any sudden 
movements. The threat of mutual injuries 
makes actual combat a rarity. 

Human Factors in Confrontations 

Grizzlies virtually never attack people 
without provocation. There are exceptions 
to this rule but they're exceedingly rare — 
most of these are apparent predatory attacks. 
Blundering upon a bedded or feeding Grizzly 
at very close range may elicit a reflexive 
charge resulting in the bear mauling you 
regardless of your response. The rest of the 
time you have a chance to walk off without 
injuries depending on your actions. It has 
been my experience that a charging Grizzly is 
still in the process of deciding if it will con- 
clude that charge. So what you do is impor- 
tant. 

During confrontations with bears, you 
must show the Grizzly your intentions are 
peaceful without showing docility or weak- 
ness. Remain still and inoffensive and yet 
defensive. Don't make sudden movements 
or loud noises. This includes hollering and 
waving. 

Grizzlies are not equally dangerous. For 
instance, I almost never back off from a 
subadult Grizzly. They’re testy and will 
sometimes probe humans like they do the 
rest of the world. In close contact with a 
continued on page 34 
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continued from page 33 
young Griz you often get a hop-charge — a 
rearing up and slamming the ground with 
the front paws, where the bear usually ad- 
vances only a few yards. This is not a danger- 
ous challenge to animals of equal or higher 
social standing, and people fall into that 
category. Stand your ground, even act a bit 
aggressive, say with frontal body posture, 
and don't allow the young bear to drive you 
off or be encouraged in any way to dominate 
you. It will only make the subadult Griz 
bolder in future encounters with people and 
these young Grizzlies can be very dangerous 
if they get into human garbage or overly 
confident in dealing with humans. 

Don't try to run or climb a tree when a 
Grizzly Bear spots you. The biggest single 
cause of Griz maulings is people running and 
trying to climb trees after drawing the atten- 
tion of bears. Government handouts are bad 
on this point. It's too late to climb a tree if the 
bear is aware of you. If you doubt me, do a 
dry run tree climb and time yourself. A Griz 
in Denali was clocked at 41 mph. That's fast. 
They run well up of down hills. Once you’re 
face to face with a Griz, only calm and digni- 
fied action combined with luck will save you . 

Never approach a Grizzly family. Most 
Grizzly maulings are by mothers with cubs. 
They account for 75% of all injuries, al- 
though probably 95% of these could be 
avoided. It doesn't seem to matter whether 
the young bears are cubs, yearlings or even 
two-year-olds. One might expect moms 
with cubs of the year to be more protective 
but that is not at all clear. All mother Griz- 
zlies appear equally dangerous. 

If you do end up within mother bear's 
critical distance (the area in which she will 
violently defend her cubs — sometimes as 
much as 100 yards, though 100 feet is more 
common), don't run. Running will precipi- 
tate a charge or chase, and if you keep run- 
ning ... an attack. Don’t look directly at a 
Grizzly; that represents a challenge and the 
bear may choose to resolve it with a fight, 
which you will lose. 

The salient point is that getting too 
close to a Griz is a mistake — your mistake — 
and once it happens the options are limited 
and will ultimately be painful if you con- 
tinue your blunders. Above all, don’t com- 
plain. You will minimize your injuries by 
remaining unmacho and taking your licks 
quietly. Think of the scars to show off and 
the stories you can tell. 

Never camp in a place where bears feed, 
travel or bed. I always set up a tent regardless 
of weather, and sleep in the middle of the 
tent. Of course, I'm one paranoid sucker. 
Nonetheless, night is the only time I expect 
Grizzlies to slip into that fearsome predatory 
personality you read about in magazines and 
see in horror films. It's rare as hell, but it has 
happened. It is the stuff of nightmares. 


McCAMPBELL's WAR, by Robert Herring; 
1986; Viking: Penguin Inc, 40 W 23rd St, NY, 
NY; $16.95 hardcover. 

The war doesn't last long — less than 
two weeks from the time Proffitt Mc- 
Campbell is dismissed from the VFW hospi- 
tal in Knoxville, Tennessee. Returning to his 
cabin in a valley beside Great Smoky Na- 
tional Park, a rugged and steep, forested area 
where he has spent most of eight decades, he 
finds construction beginning on a new road. 
To improve access for tourists who already 
choke the nearby village, the highway will 
climb through the Park and through a burial 
ground sacred to McCampbell. With skills 
and knowledge from hunting game and 
poachers in those hills, with a practical expe- 
rience of heavy machinery gained in an 
Army stint, and with the audacity of a man 
whose time is short, he determines to stop 
the road. 

Herring has lived in the territory he 
writes about, and has worked as a guide in the 
Great Smokies. This familiarity gives author- 
ity to his fiction, while his love of the mythic 
nature of Southern Appalachian culture in- 
fuses the story. McCampbell is inseparable 
from the mountains where he lives, and 
descriptions of the deep and fertile forest are 
as much a glimpse of his soul as a picture of 
the lush setting where the tale unfolds. A 
range of characters populate the book with a 
local gang of young boys (one who may be 
McCampbell's heir-apparent), the out-of- 
state road-building crews, and Piper, a sordid 
deliverance-style hustler and local demi-god 
who has a life-long score to settle with 
McCampbell. None are developed as deeply 
in the book as McCampbell, but each serves 
a role more meaningful than mere stere- 
otype. Herring’s style is simple but rich in 
meaning — leaps from scene to scene and 
brief word-pictures of natural scenes weave 
the characters and the mountains together 
in an atmosphere of mystery and potency. 
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else, a moral tale, and monkeywrenching is 
an expression of that morality. Proffitt 
McCampbell offers a good example of appro- 
priate and successful monkeywrenching. He 
is not motivated by an ideal of wilderness, 
but by a specific locale. This sense of place 
provides strength in his resolution to fight 
the road-building. He distinguishes between 
the machines and their operators in his re- 
fusal to seriously harm the people involved. 
He tries reason first, and measures each ac- 
tion to make his point. He uses local knowl- 
edge. He accepts full responsibility for his 
deeds, a difficult choice as the price for resis- 
tance rises, but one fitting a life that values 
independence equally with the spiritual 
bond to a time and place. Yet the story will 
raise questions of both strategy and moral 
• contradictions — much the way our choices 
do. 

One gains from this short novel an 
indelible image of courage and dignity. 
Violence, humor, and a degree of sensuality 
find their way into the story, but in the end 
it is McCampbell that is memorable. If 
George Hayduke is the spirit of mon- 
keywrenching, Proffitt McCampbell may be 
the patron saint. 

Reviewed by Brian Carter. 

Deadly Deceit: Low-Level Radiation, 
High-Level Cover-Up, by Jay M. Gould and 
Benjamin A. Goldman; 1990; $19.95; 222 
pp; Four Walls Eight Windows, POB 548, 
New York, NY 10014. 

Deadly Deceit contains bad news for 
advocates of biodiversity, as Gould and 
Goldman add low-level radiation to the 
multiple threats with which we must con- 
tend. 

Most studies ofrthe effects of radiation 
on living things have been based on the 
effects of atomic bombs on people in Hiro- 
shima and Nagasaki. Gould and Goldman 
take a different tack. They analyze official US 
mortality statistics for periods following 
major nuclear accidents and compare the 
number of deaths that occurred at those 
times to national norms. They found some 

40.000 excess human deaths in the United 
States in the summer of 1986 following the 
Chernobyl accident and between 50,000 and 

100.000 following accidents at the Savannah 
River nuclear weapons facility in 1 970 and at 
Three Mile Island in 1979. 

They hypothesize that the excess deaths 
were caused by the "Petkau effect," whereby 
low-level radiation generates in the body 
"charged particles that can penetrate and 
destroy the blood cells of the immune sys- 
tem" (p. 8). The groups that experience the 
largest number of deaths following nuclear 
accidents are those whose immune systems 
are already fragile — infants, the elderly, and 
people suffering from debilitating illnesses 
like AIDS. With respect to the Petkau effect, 
prolonged, low-level doses of radiation are 
more damaging than brief, intense doses. 

And what of biodiversity? At the Point 
Reyes Bird Observatory about 25 miles north 
of San Francisco all species of land birds 
except woodpeckers and swallows experi- 
enced reproductive failure In the summer of 
1986. The number of newly hatched birds 
captured by mist-netting for banding was 
only 37.7% of the previous ten-year mean. 
Dr. David F. DeSante, an ornithologist at the 
station who noted this phenomenon, stud- 
ied various reproduction statistics for birds 
in other locations. He "concluded that 
Chernobyl fallout may have adversely af- 
fected the reproductive success of small, 
arboreal, insectivorous birds all across the 
United States, and that the severity of the 
effect was related to the amount of radiation 
that they received" (p. 36) — "arboreal, insec- 
tivorous" because these birds eat insects that 
feed on new growth that would have been 
contaminated by fallout. The harmful ef- 
fects of iodine 131 on pigs, cows, sheep, and 
humans "are relatively well-documented," 
but no comparable study had previously 
been made of birds. 

Nuclear testing and routine operation 
of nuclear reactors, in addition to accidents, 
expose flora and fauna to low-level radia- 
tion. Noting that most US cities obtain at 
least some of their fresh milk from farms near 
nuclear plants, Gould and Goldman hy- 
pothesize that radioactive releases boost US 
infant mortality rates. They suggest, in par- 
ticular, that deliberate venting from Peach 
Bottom caused Washington, DC, in April 
1987 "to have an infant mortality rate 3.5 
times that of the nation as a whole and the 
highest relative rate recorded since World 
War II." Nuclear weapons testing has put 
into the atmosphere fission products equal 
to those of 40,000 Hiroshima bombs. (It 
seems safe to assume that if human infant 
mortality rates rise as a result of low-level 
radiatioft, so do the mortality rates of the 
young of at least some other species too.) 

Following in the footsteps of Ernest 
Sternglass and Jens Scheer, Gould and 
Goldman speculate that AIDS arose in cen- 


The fallout "may have led to mutation of an 
AIDS related indigenous human or animal 
retrovirus, and also produced a cohort of 
susceptible individuals whose immune de- 
fenses were impaired during intra-uterine 
development" in the early 1960s (p. 139). 

Lyme disease, Gould and Goldman 
note, was first reported in Old Lyme, only ten 
miles from the Millstone nuclear reactor, 
which ranks second to Three Mile Island in 
emissions of fission products. The disease is 
caused by a spirochete that was harmless to 
humans until 1975, when Millstone released 
3 million curies of radioactivity. The release 
could have triggered a mutation in the spiro- 
chete. 

At first glance, Gould’s and Goldman's 
hypotheses may appear wildly improbable; 
but their book is thoroughly documented 
and they themselves have sound credentials. 
Gould was an expert statistical witness in 
antitrust cases before he turned in the 1980s 
to applying statistics to environmental prob- 
lems. He is the author of The Technical Elite 
and Quality of Life in American Neighborhoods; 
and Goldman wrote Hazardous Waste Man- 
agement, Reducing the Risk, and The Toxic 
Mortality Atlas of America. They show that 
the reason the results of their research appear 
shocking is that government agencies have 
concealed and manipulated mortality statis- 
tics to hide the effects of low-level radiation. 

Just before Deadly Deceit went to press 
the National Academy of Sciences' Commit- 
tee on the Biological Effects of Ionizing 
Radiation (BEIR) released a report (BEIR V) 
that supports Gould's and Goldman's find- 
ings. The committee found that "cancer and 
leukemia risks for the survivors of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki have been underestimated by 
factors of three to four" (p. 179), and they 
refer to many studies that show increases in 
cancer and leukemia caused by low levels of 
radiation from weapons testing and nuclear 
plant accidents. These increases were far 
above those expected, based on studies of 
victims of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

Deadly Deceit merits our attention and 
follow-up action. 

Reviewed by Mary Davis. 

TRIBAL JAMS cassette; Lone Wolf, 1 990. 

In his newest cassette release, Tribal 
lams, poet Lone Wolf once again sounds his 
barbaric yarp over the rooftops of the civi- 
lized world. The recording is of Wolf's live 
Earth Day performance in Eugene, Oregon, 
with a couple studio pieces cut in. The result 
is a union of Wolf's erotic, ecologically rebel- 
lious lyrics and the tight, urgent rock-n-roll 
of the band. Stone Biscuit. Wolf tells us that 
he doesn't think of his performance as poetry 
reading, but as "environmental rock-n-roll." 
The tape lives up to the claim, giving us what 
rock was meant to be before it was usurped by 
beer and basketball shoe commercials: glan- 
dular and seditious lyrics set to an unrelent- 
ing beat. 

Wolf's main theme throughout is the 
pleasure of sedition, in particular the link 
between our wild, erotic selves and social 
change. As he says on the first cut: 

It seems like the resistance 
has just as much to do with music 
as it has to do with politics ... 

It seems to me that this is sort of a dance of 
resistance 

because everywhere I look the trees are moving 
everywhere I look the animals are moving 
everywhere I look everything is moving, moving, 
moving. 

Maybe that's why they call it an environmental 
MOVEMENT. 

Wolf intones the words in a manic, 
ecstatic style, somewhere between a medi- 
cine man and Jimmy Swaggart before he got 
caught cavorting with call girls and calmed 


with a driving industrial guitar sound, sof- 
tened by flute and lots of reverb, and supple 
enough to shade into reggae and worldbeat 
when Wolf’s shamanistic mood swings re- 
quire it. 

My favorite cut on the tape is "If the 
Earth Came First ..." Here, against an irresist- 
ible beat, Wolf taunts, coaxes and ululates 
his eco-erotic vision: 

If the Earth came first 

there' d be no statues of generals 

with blood on their hands.... 

If the Earth came first 

there'd be no runaways in the Goodwill boxes of 
America.... 

If the Earth came first 

there'd be no homage to money 

no loggers masturbating with chainsaws ... 

All the live music begs to be danced to, 
especially the song called "The Bottom 
Line," with its playful guitar lead reminis- 
cent of Johnny Marr in a rare good mood. 
The flute of Terry Wagner throughout is truly 
extraordinary. The haunting voice of Joanne 
Rand appears on the opening studio piece. 

Will Tribal Jams contribute to ending 
civilization as we know it? We can only hope 
so. In the meantime, it at least has the ability 
to incite both the cerebrum and those all- 
important lower faculties from which, ac- 
cording to Wolf, real transformation flows. 

Reviewed by Christoph Manes. 

LIVING PLANET, by Greg Antzner & Terry 
Leonino (Magpie). 

This is a series of musical snapshots 
about "all my relations": from wolves to 
whales, puffins to shamanistic magpies, 
macaws to Orcas scraping barnacle bellies on 
pre-Valdez Prince William Sound shores. 

"This Old Bay" is an eloquent apprecia- 
tion of the threatened "mother of waters," 
the Chesapeake Bay. "Living Planet," the 
title song, is a call and response type song 
with exceptional harmonies featuring the 
strong voice of Pat Humphries. The song is 
written by mad-dog vegetable killer Jay 
Mankita, a fine environmental singer from 
New York state. "Song of the Whales" is a 
tuneful swim-a-long: 

In this windy ol' weather 
Stormy ol' weather 
When the wind blows 
We'll all sail together. 

Among other concerns are rainforest 
decimation; killing (acid) rain; "the father of 
waters," the Mississippi River; "the peaceful 
atom" evident at the Fernald plant in Ohio, 
TMI, Chernobyl, Rocky Flats ... and the 
ongoing marine-ocide in the North Sea due 
to the wall of death drift nets. 

Magpie sings in the inner city schools in 
Philadelphia. Greg said it was an eye-opener 
for them. Many of the kids they met had a 
prior conception of environmentalists as 
wimpy white gals and guys for recycling. 

To the good fortune of Potomac Valley 
residents, these songs are part of a larger 
giving by Magpie. All royalty monies are 
going to environmental organizations. The 
first $700 went to the Rainforest Action 
Network and Defenders of Wildlife's wolf 
recovery program. Nature Conservancy, 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation, and other 
groups with local programs will be the focus 
of future donations. 

Greg and Terry are noted for their exten- 
sive repertoire of labor songs, 20s & 30s 
swing music, and fine interpretations of Phil 
Ochs and Victor Jara. Ochs's "When I'm 
Gone" is their signature song: 

I can't be singing louder 
than the guns when I’m gone 
So I guess I’ll have to do 
it while I'm here. 

Reviewed by Don Walsh 
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Armed with Visions 


clear as cut glass 


& just as dangerous 
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Mushroom Cloud Redeye 


It was the 50's 

when they dropped the bomb on us 
born in the post-war boom 

Our eyes like radar 
trained on the horizon 

scanning 

for the high noon Matt Dillon sudden death 
shootout in the OK corral 
OD in the bathroom 

exhaust pipes pumping dinosaur monoxide 
in the two-car garage 


Our pulse plugged in 
& thumping 

rabid foot 

to the beat of the big bang 

Dresden 

Hiroshima 

Nagasaki 
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White Sands raining Uranium-235 

Our ears glued to the tube 
retinas glowing 

blue-green 

& horizontal 

in the flicker of the cathode's 
buzz & bombardment 

Newspeak in Newsweek 
Wall St. & Madison Ave. 

Winston tastes good like cancer should 

Bing Crosby 
Bridgit Bardot 
James Dean 

Dinah Shore selling Chevy V-8s 
Perry Como pbcketing stars like stolen watches 
while tooth and nail down on the floor of 
the stacked market tickertape hoopla 
Fortune's Five Hundred 

paraded us 

doubletime head-on brickwall into the lead of 
the cold war Swiss bank destruction derby 

When in doubt 
slug it out 

dancing hula hoop 
Betty Boop 
coonskin caps & bobby sox 
Chubby Checkers doingthe Twist 

the Limbo 


Cherry dragsters driven off cliffs 
silver nitrate 
sodium nitrite 
cocaine cola 

"you got a reefer, man?" 


Pure madness \xc7i 

the 50's 

& we were all cheechakos 
still wet behind the ears 
tenderfoots lost in the wasteland 
brownies & altar boys 
sucking nipples of aluminum 
& permapress polyester 

mea culpa 
mea boca 

mea maxima mamella 

mimicking Douglas McArthur in John Wayne drag 
b-b-guns blazing 

Iwo Jima 

Battle of the Bulge 
hands in our pants 

Too young to understand why 
frigid Miss Purse made us first period 
pledge for the principal 

I LIKE IKE 


I LIKE ICE 
I LIKE 


General Motors 
pom-poms 
Texas S & M 


Minny Mouse spread-eagled .V- 

behind Frank Sinatra's golfcart ^ 

U 

Joe McCarthy in the icebox 
leading three lives 

reds under the beds 
blacks on the buses 
& Elvis in sequins shaking his thing 
shameless hussy 
duke of earl 
hound dog stud 


"How much is that doggie in the window?" 

Our hearts 
geiger counters 
gone wild 



Art Goodtimes 

Cloud Aero 




The Unlearned 

Lessons of History 
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Technology . . 


continued from page 31 

remain poor, pure and perhaps ineffective. 

Many of us espouse non-violent non- 
cooperation, withdrawing our economic 
and political support from the government 
and industrial complex we see as destroying 
the natural world. Many ofusare takingthis 
path as a natural outgrowth of our concern 
for the Earth. As we consider what is happen- 
ing to the planet, we naturally reduce our 
consumption of material goods and services, 
thereby reducing our dependence on the 
destructive economy. 

Some of us find ourselves in a reduced 
economy as a consequence of our activism. 
The society we oppose seems ill-disposed to 
hire us in its wage-slave relationship, espe- 
cially if we are publicly outspoken in our 
beliefs. So we assume a moderated lifestyle by 
default rather than ideological purpose. 

Regardless of our intent, those of us who 
seek to withdraw our support as a form of 
protest are haunted by the suspicion that few 
in the establishment pay much attention to 
our action. The economy seems to expand as 
before; clearcutting and oil development 
continue apace. The rest of the world seems 
to blithely continue, unaware of our sacrifice 
in its behalf. Many are content to know that 
at least they are not contributing to the 
problem, and at best they are providing an 
example of the alternative for those who care 
to see. When The End finally comes, we will 
be prepared to show the way. 

On the other extreme, many of us feel 
that the military-industrial (overly)complex 
has so much momentum and is in such 
complete control of the government and 
economy of this country and, indeed, the 
world, thatpassive forms of resistance will be 
steamrollered into oblivion. This belief 
demands more active forms of opposition 
such as monkeywrenching, guerrilla theatre, 
ecotage, and direct action, violent or passive. 
Our activities are most often aimed at the 
tools of destruction: bulldozers, backhoes, 
tree-eaten of all description, ATV's, fat-tired 
brush beaters and whining snow machines. 
But whatever the activity, a firm line is drawn 
at any action that might threaten the well- 
being of any living creature. 

Even humans. 

The question of whether or not to use 
the tools provided by the technological sys- 
tems we oppose occurs only to the mind 


overly boxed within the confines of square 
human habitation. Too much fuzzy think- 
ing has been promoted by too many writers 
sitting indoors contemplating their novels. 
The thought never occurs to the griz trapped 
in a box canyon by slathering dogs, or the 
moose facing an onrushing train in the only 
lane of packed snow for a thousand miles. 
The answer is to fight back, with every ounce 
of strength and every tool available. 

When the wild animal is cornered, or 
even when the human animal stands trem- 
bling, facing the burglar who has smashed 
into his home and castle, questions of ideo- 
logical purity are best set aside for later reflec- 
tion. What is needed at this point is action, 
pure and simple, directed at stopping the 
threat before any further damage can be 
done to home and hearth, hide and fur. The 
academic detachment of the scholarly au- 
thor quickly gives way to the rush of adrenal- 
ine and the primal response of flight or fight. 
And when cornered, no animal can choose 
flight. 

The question is not what technology is 
appropriate to carry on the fight, but when is 
it appropriate to draw such an arbitrary line? 
The answer lies in the particular circum- 
stance of each individual activist and the 
degree of need for effective defensive action. 

When faced with the imminent, perma- 
nent destruction of old-growth forests, ques- 
tions of appropriate technology are inappro- 
priate. If a forest may be lost forever for want 
of a faxed message or radio-coordinated ac- 
tion, ideological conectness is of less impor- 
tance than effectiveness of the response. If 
widespread, timely action is necessary to 
prevent irreversible damage to the Arctic 
Coastal Plain, foregoing the use of a com- 
puter network for philosophical justifica- 
tions gives little consolation to the caribou 
and owls who call ANWR home. 

However, when contemplating an ac- 
tion that is primarily symbolic, such as 
blockading Wall Street or protesting Forest 
Circus policies, an active demonstration of 
contempt for technology adds legitimacy to 
our cause. This is an opportunity to point 
out that enslavement to the technocratic, 
consumerist society is the root cause of our 
ecological crisis; and we must strive to drive 
home the point by conducting such demon- 
strations in the relative absence of technol- 
ogy. Bicycles and hiking boots, hand-let- 


tered signs and flyers, crossed mon- 
keywrench and stone club are appropriate 
levels of technology to display at such a 
gathering. 

True, our opponents will point out the 
inconsistency of our actions, ouradoptionof 
the products of the technology we seek to 
curtail. The challenges, "Oh sure! You drive 
a car, don't you? You live in a house made of 
wood!" always fly at such confrontations. 
They are the obvious defense of those who 
feel the challenge of our stand. But we must 
not feel pressured to provide an iron-clad 
defense of our actions. 

"Let our practice form our doctrine, thus 
assuring precise theoretical coherence. ' - Doc 
Sarvis 

It is important for activists to under- 
stand that we live and operate in the present, 
and those we oppose share this moment in 
time, with all its technological trappings. 
We see the ideal, perhaps on a far distant 
horizon, but clearly, nonetheless. Our per- 
sistent vision of the desired end sometimes 
causes us to lose sight of the practicalities of 
the present. We must operate in the world as 
it is, not as we would like it to be. We are 
opposed by the overwhelming G.E.M. of 
Arizona, the four story walking Goliath of 
technology, that will crush us without notice 
beneath its carbon steel feet. We weak 
mammals must use every tool at hand to 
topple the mechanical dinosaur before it 
drags us all into the abyss. Then, when the 
deed is done, we can toss aside our despised 
tools and build a new world of truly free 
individuals. 

In this light, we must always bear in 
mind the consequences of our actions. 
Bringing about the end of oil development 


may indeed also cause the end of freely 
available, individual transportation. Restric- 
tions on logging in the Pacific Northwest will 
undoubtedly raise the price of lumber and, 
thus, houses and other forms of human 
habitation. It will be more difficult for each 
family to live in its own detached home. As 
there is no free lunch on the development 
side, conservation also entails certain costs 
which, in the end, must be paid. Though we 
make use of technology in the heat of the 
moment, we must never forget that such 
opportunism is temporary. We seek the 
death of destructive materialism and the 
birth of a new bioregional order in harmony 
with natural cycles of the Earth. 

By thinking through to the conse- 
quences of our actions and being brutally 
honest with ourselves about the motivation 
for our activism, we can quickly dispense 
with such idealistic questions of should we or 
shouldn't we. The answers live all around us, 
plain for all to see who look with unglazed 
eyes. We must pause periodically in our 
idealistic zeal to reestablish contact with that 
which we fight to save. We must spend time 
outside of artificial walls, allowing the an- 
swers to our questions to become apparent. 
This, after all, is what we strive to save. Let 
the wilderness be our guide, our inspiration, 
our touchstone for ideological purity. 

"In wildness is the preservation of the 


WHAT YOU CAN DO: Go to your 
favorite piece of remaining wilderness. Take 
off your clothes. Take a walk, a paddle, a 
climb. Ask the water, the trees, the animals, 
the rocks what they would have you do in 
their defense. Then get to work. 


WILDERNESS ON THE ROCKS 

For those of you who were wondering about Howie 
Wolke's upcoming book, Wilderness on the Rocks, it ain't 
ready. We're sorry to keep you waiting (Howie's even 
sorrier - he's still in labor). It will be available early next 
year; we hope to share details in the December issue. 


Ned Ludd Books 


ECODEFENSE 


A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 
Edited by Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood 
Forward! By Edward Abbey 

Even before the FBI launched a $2 million campaign to intimidate us from 
publishing and distributing it, ECODEFENSE was the most controversial con- 
servation book ever written. Now with the accelerating destruction of wilder- 
ness, the failure of "legitimate" means to halt the destruction, and the crackdown 
by authorities against monkeywrenching, ECODEFENSE is needed as never be- 
fore. 

ECODEFENSE features detailed, field-tested hints from experts on: 
a/ Decommissioning heavy equipment 

V Closing roads 
a/ Stopping off-road-vehicles 

V Spiking trees 

V Removing survey lines 

V Hassling overgrazers 

V Felling billboards 

V Removing traplines 

V Safety and security 
a/ and much more! 

HEAVILY ILLUSTRATED 
311 PAGES 
$15.50 Postpaid 
(Please note price change) 


NED LUDD BOOKS PO Box 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703 



The Big Outside 


A Descriptive Inventory of the Big Wilderness Areas of the 

USA 

By Dave Foreman and Howie Wolke 

This landmark conservation book argues effectively that ecological wilderness 
is big wilderness. After 8 years of detailed research the authors have updated Bob 
Marshall's historic 1936 Roadless Area Inventory. THE BIG OUTSIDE features: 

* Descriptions and status of every roadless area in America over 
100,000 acres in the West and 50,000 acres in the East 

* Historical and ecological introductions for each state or region 

* 21 maps showing large roadless areas 

* History of large roadless areas 

* Ecological importance of large roadless areas 

* The factors destroying America's roadless areas 

* Large roadless areas ranked by size 

* Large roadless areas listed by states 

* Bob Marshall's 1936 roadless area inventory 

* Bob Marshall's 1927 roadless area inventory (never before 

published) 

* Detailed guide for further reading 

* Foreword by MICHAEL FROME 

* 470 pages 

$21.00 Postpaid 


IMPORTANT NOTE: All orders for ECODEFENSE and THE 
BIG OUTSIDE (retail and wholesale) should be sent directly to 
NED LUDD BOOKS, POB 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703. Do not 
order from the Earth First! Journal. 
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Due to big changes coming to the Journal, this will be the 

last issue in which we advertise merchandise. We will 
not be reordering most things, so when we run out you 
will get a refund check unless you have specified substi- 
tute items. Also, WE WILL NOT PROCESS ANY ORDERS 
AFTER NOVEMBER 30. Orders received after that date 
will be returned to you. 


Please note that Ecodefense: A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching is no longer sold by 
the Earth First! Bookstore. All orders for it should be sent directly to the publisher, Ned Ludd 
Books (POB 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703). See the Ned Ludd Books ad in this issue for details. 

All prices listed below are postpaid. Order directly from Earth First!, POB 7, Canton, NY 
13617. Books are sent 4th class book rate. For quicker first class mailing or UPS delivery please 
check with Nancy Z ( 602-622-1371) for additional shipping charges. 


THE EARTH FIRST! LI'L GREEN SONGBOOK 

78 terrific Earth First! songs by Johnny Sagebrush, Cecelia Ostrow, Bill Oliver, Greg Keeler, 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz and others from Australia and America. Guitar chords are included with 
most songs. A must for every true-green EF!er to sing along with our minstrels or to play the 
songs yourself. Dealer inquiries welcome. $6 postpaid, S4 postpaid special to Earth First! 
subscribers only! ($3 plus shipping for prepaid wholesale orders of 5 or more). 


RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE Some Notes on Edward Abbey Edited by James Hepworth & 
Gregory MacNamee. Paperback, 152 pages $12.50. 

BLACK SUN By Edward Abbey. Paperback, 176 pages, $11.50. 

A VOICE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS (VOX CLAMANTIS IN DESERTO) By Edward 
Abbey. Hardcover, 160 pages, $16.50. 

HAYDUKE LIVES! By Edward Abbey. Hardcover, 308 pages. $21. 

THE FOOLS PROGRESS "An Honest Novel" by Edward Abbey. Paperback, 513 pages, $12. 
THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG By Edward Abbey. Hardcover, $24. 

THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG Paperback, $6. 

THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG (German translation) Paperback, $12. 

DESERT SOLITAIRE By Edward Abbey. 255 pages, hardcover, $28. 

DESERT SOLITAIRE By Edward Abbey. Paperback, $5 

ONE LIFE AT A TIME, PLEASE By Edward Abbey. $9 

BEYOND THE WALL Essays from the Outside By Edward Abbey. $9. 

MODERNE MAN COMIX By Bruce von Alten. Paperback, $ 1 1.50. 

LAND OF LITTLE RAIN By Mary Austin with an introduction by Edward Abbey. $8 
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF DAVID BROWER For Earth's Sake By David Brower. Hardcover, 
nearly 600 pages, $27.50 

•STATE OFTHE WORLD 1 989 By Lester Brown and Worldwatch. Index, footnotes, 256 pages, 
paperback. $11.50. 

OVERSHOOTThe Ecological Basis of Revolutionary Change by William R. Catton,Jr.Index, 
glossary, references, 298 pages. $12 

AGENTS OF REPRESSION The FBI's Secret War Against the Black Panther Party and the 
American Indian Movement By Ward Churchill and Jim Vander Wall. 509 pages, index, 
extensively footnoted, heavily illustrated with photos, softcover. $17. 

THE HISTORY OFTHE SIERRA CLUB 1892-1 970 By Michael P. Cohen. Hardcover, 550 pages, 
index, footnotes. $32.50. 

THE PATHLESS WAY By Michael P. Cohen. $ 14.50 

HOW NATURE WORKS Regenerating Kinship with Planet Earth by Michael J. Cohen (a 
different Mike Cohen than the author of "The Pathless Way"). 263 pages. $12.50. 
CHANGES IN THE LAND Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New England By William 
Cronon. 241 pages, index, footnotes, bibliographic essay. $9. 

ECOLOGICAL IMPERIALISM The Biological Expansion of Europe, 900 - 1900 by Alfred W. 
Crosby. Index, references, maps, illustrations, 368 pages. $13 

FROM WALDEN POND TO MUIR WOODS Alternative Ways Across America By Mary 
Dymond Davis. Softcover, 352 pages, $20. 

SIMPLE IN MEANS, RICH IN ENDS Practicing Deep Ecology by Bill Devall. 224 pages, 
bibliography. $13.50. 

DEEP ECOLOGY Living As If Nature Mattered by Bill Devall and George Sessions. 263 pages. 
$12.50 

THE ARROGANCE OF HUMANISM By David Ehrenfeld. Index, references, 286 pages. $12.50 
THE POPULATION EXPLOSION By Paul and Anne Ehrlich. Hardcover, 320 pages, $21. 
•THE NATURAL ALIEN Humankind and Environment by Neil Evemden. $14 
CLEARCUTTING: A Crime Against Nature By Edward C. Fritz. Hardcover, 16 pages of color 
photographs, graphics, $16.50. 

STERILE FOREST The Case Against Clearcutting by Edward C. Fritz. Special discounted price 
of $9.50 

TAME WILDERNESS By Dennis Fritzinger. $6. 

CONSCIENCE OF A CONSERVATIONIST Selected Essays By Michael Frome. 288 pages, $27. 
WAR AT HOME Covert Action Against U.S. Activists and What We Can Do About It By 
Brian Glick. 92 pages, paperback, footnotes, resources for help. $6. 

•SECRETS OFTHE OLD GROWTH FOREST By David Kelly with photographs by Gary Braasch. 
Bibliography, 99 pages, oversized hardcover. SALE $25. 

SACRED LAND SACRED SEX Rapture of the Deep by Dolores LaChapelle. One of the best 
deep ecology books. 382 pages, index, footnotes, bibliography, oversized. $24.50. 

EARTH WISDOM By Dolores LaChapelle. $15.50 

FIRST SIGHT OF LAND By Gary Lawlesi Foreward by Gary Snyder. $8. 

A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC And Sketches Here and There By Aldo Leopold. Special 
commemorative edition. Paperback, $10. 

ALDO LEOPOLD His Life and Work by Curt Meine. Hardcover, $32. 

•COMPANION TO A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC Interpretive & Critical Essays edited by J. 
Baird Callicott. $14.50 

INTERVIEWS WITH ICONOCLASTS Headed Upstream By Jack Loeffler. 194 pages, photo- 
graphs, $12.50. 

GREEN RAGE Radical Environmentalism and the Unmaking of Civilization By Christo- 
pher Manes. Hardback, 291 pages, $21. 

QUATERNARY EXTINCTIONS A Prehistoric Revolution Edited by Paul Martin and Richard 
G. Klein. Paperback, index, footnotes, references, 892 pages. $37.50. 

WILDLIFE IN AMERICA By Peter Matthiessen. Heavily illustrated with color and black and 
white (including color plates by Audubon). Index, 332 pages, hardcover. Originally prices at 
$32 postpaid, now only $ 18! 

THE END OF NATURE by Bill McKibben. Hardcover, 226 pages, $22. 

THE HUMAN CONDITION An Ecological and Historical View By William H. McNeill. 
Hardcover, 8 1 pages. $ 10. 

PLAGUES AND PEOPLES By William H. McNeill. Paperback, 291 pages, index, footnotes, 
appendix. $8. 

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO ECOLOGY? By Stephanie Mills. $21. 

DESIGN FOR A LIVABLE PLANET How You Can Help Clean Up The Environment Byjohn 
Naar. Softcover, 338 pages, $15. 

WILDERNESS AND THE AMERICAN MIND By Roderick Nash. $14. 

THE RIGHTS OF NATURE A History of Environmental Ethics By Roderick Nash. Hardcover, 
$29. 

ANCIENT FORESTS OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST By Elliott Norse. Paperback, 327 pages, 

$ 22 . 

•ENDANGERED RIVERS and the Conservation Movement by Tim Palmer. 40 full-color 


photographs by the author. 316 pages, index, references, appendices. $15. 

A FOREST JOURNEY The Roleof Wood in the Development of Civilization Byjohn Perlin. 
Hardcover, 445 pages, $22.00. 

GRIZZLY YEARS By Doug Peacock Hardcover, 288 pages, $24. 

•DOLPHIN LEAPING IN THE MILKY WAY By Jeff Poniewaz. $8 

CADILLAC DESERT The American West and Its Disappearing Water by Marc Reisner. $11 
•MOUNTAINS WITHOUT HANDRAILS Reflections on the National Parks by Joseph L. Sax. 
$9.50 

•DESERTS ON THE MARCH Fourth edition by Paul B. Sears. Hardcover. $20. 

THINKING LIKE A MOUNTAIN Towards a Council of All Beings byjohn Seed, Joanna Macy, 
Pat Fleming and Ame Naess. Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 128 pages, references. $9.50 
SISTERS OF THE DREAM By Mary Sojourner. Hardcover, 363 pages, $22. 

CONSERVATION BIOLOGY An Evolutionary-Ecological Perspective edited by Michael E. 
Soule and Bruce A. Wilcox. 395 pages, index, bibliography. $26.50 

CONSERVATION BIOLOGY The Science of Scarcity and Diversity edited by Michael E. 
Soule. 584 pages, index, bibliography. $30.50 
THE OLD WAYS By Gary Snyder. $5.50 

WITH JUSTICE FOR NONE Destroying an American Myth By Gerry Spence. 370 pages, 
hardcover, index, references. $21. 

•THIS IS DINOSAUR Echo Park Country and Its Magic Rivers edited by Wallace Stegner. $ 10 
ZODIAC The Eco-Thriller by Neal Stephenson. Paperback, 283 pages. $9 
THE WHISPER BEHIND THE WIND By Walkin' Jim Stoltz. 44 pages. $7.50 
•RESPECT FOR NATURE A Theory of Environmental Ethics 
By Paul W. Taylor. Index, bibliography, footnotes, 329 pages. Paperback. $14. 

ON THE BRINK OF EXTINCTION Conserving the Diversity of Life by Edward C. Wolf. 54 
pages, index. $4. 

RIVERS OF EMPIRE Water, Aridity & The Growth of The American West By Donald 
Worster. Index, footnotes, paperback. $14.50. 

•YELLOWSTONE AND THE FIRES OF CHANGE By George Wuerthner. Many color 
photographs, bibliography, maps, 64 pages, paperback, oversized. $10. 


MAPS 

We are offering several fine US Geological Survey maps — all suitable for wall mounting, 
as well as being necessary reference tools for wilderness activists. Prices listed are postpaid. 
Maps are mailed folded (although they can be sent rolled for an extra $2 per order, except 
for the Wilderness System map). 

NATIONAL WILDERNESS PRESERVATION SYSTEM This full color, large map 
(40" x 25") shows all designated Wilderness Areas by agency in the US (including 
Alaska and Hawaii), plus a list of all the Wilderness Areas by state with their acreages. 
Scale is 1:5,000,000. Information is current to January 1987. Rivers, state bounda- 
ries, and major cities are also shown. $3.25. 

US POTENTIAL NATURAL VEGETATION A beautiful multi-color map showing 
106 different vegetative types in the US. This is the Kuchler Ecosystem Map the 
Forest Service used in RARE II. The reverse side shows Alaska and Hawaii and has an 
essay about the map and potential natural vegetation. A National Atlas Separate; 
scale is 1:7,500,000 (28" x 19") $3.25. 

MAJOR FOREST TYPES A multi-color map showing the 25 major forest types in the 
United States including Alaska and Hawaii. A National Atlas Separate. 1:7,500,000 
(28" x 19"). $3.25. 


FEDERAL LANDS A National Atlas Separate, 1:7,500,000 (28" x 19"), showing 
National Forests, Grasslands, Parks, Monuments, Wildlife Refuges, BLM lands, 
military, Indian Reservations, Bureau of Reclamation, etc. in different colors for all 
50 states. $3.25. 


ALASKA NATIONAL INTEREST LANDS A splendid color map of Alaska with 
shaded relief, rivers, lakes, elevation points, communities and roads. The National 
Parks, Preserves, Monuments, Wildlife Refuges, Wild & Scenic Rivers and Wilderness 
Areas designated by the December 2, 1980, Alaska National Interest Lands Conser- 
vation Act are shown, as are the Tongass and Chugach National Forests. 24" x 18". 
$3.25. 


Earth First! Journal Reprints 

KILLING ROADS 

A Citizens' Primer on the Effects & Removal of Roads 

We have stacks of this 8-page tabloid, produced by the EF! Biodiversity Project, 
which ran as an insert in the May 1, 1990, issue. An important reference for 
wilderness protectors, this primer includes articles on the ecological effects of 
roads , the interstate highway system, legal means to close roads, and suggested 
road closures. It includes the complete text of Keith Hammer's outstanding 
“Road Ripper's Guide to the National Forests" and sample FOIA letters about 
forest roads. 50c per copy. Substantial discounts available for bulk orders. 

OLD GROWTH IN THE EAST 
A Preliminary Overview 

We've reprinted the complete text of this four-part series in a handy 8 1/2" X 1 1 " 
format to serve as a reference for eastern old-growth activists. This is an attempt 
at a complete inventory of all remaining old growth in the eastern U.S. These 
tracts of forest, most of them never cut and generally larger than 100 acres, have 
enormous ecological significance. Many enjoy some sort of protected status, 
but those not protected should be key targets for preservation campaigns. 23 
pages, $5. 
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EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS 


N 

The Lee Stetson "John Muir" Series 

AN EVENING 
WITH JOHN MUIR 

This is a recording of Lee Stetson's one-man stage play, based on the life and 
works of John Muir. In it, we join Muir in his home on the evening of Dec. 
19, 1913, as he awaits a decision by President Woodrow Wilson. Wilson must 
sign or veto the bill authorizing a dam within Yosemite National Park, a 
decision to either provide new water to San Francisco or to preserve the 
exquisite Hetch Hetchy Valley. For Muir, this is the last battle in a 25-year- 
long struggle to preserve the National Park System he helped create. Cassette, 
90 minutes. $11. 


STICKEEN 

This is Muir's gripping story of getting trapped on a glacier during a howling 
storm in the company of the dog, Stickeen. This "little, black, short-legged 
bunchy-bodied, toy dog," as Muir described him, "enlarged my life, extended 
its boundaries." The tale was one of Muir's most popular, and has lost none 
of its power in this recorded performance. Cassette, 38 minutes. $9. 

THE SPIRIT OF JOHN MUIR 

This is another in Stetson's series of outstanding Muir re-creations. One 
moment you'll be riding with Muir on a snow avalanche for 3,000 feet down 
one of the Valley walls, next climbing up a 500-foot ice cone at the foot of 
Yosemite Fall, then rocking and reeling on a new-born talus slope during a 
stupendous earthquake. Muir comes alive while exploring the backcountry 
for glaciers, "interviewing" a bear, and meeting Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
Cassette, 50 minutes, $10. 

V J 


Ed Abbey Reads From His Work 

FREEDOM AND WILDERNESS 


Two cassettes (2hrs. 52 minutes) of Edward Abbey reading selections from his 
books. Includes Come On In (The Journey Home), Fire Lookout (Abbey's 
Road), The Dead Man At Grandview Point (Desert Solitaire), Down There In 
The Rocks (Abbey's Road), Cowboys (Desert Solitaire), Watching The Birds: 
The Windhover (Down The River), In Defense Of The Redneck (Abbey's 
Road), Merry Christmas Pigs (Abbey's Road), Freedom And Wilderness, Wil- 
derness And Freedom (Thejourney Home), Planting A Tree (Down The River). 
Hear it from Cactus Ed hisself. $18.50. 


NOTECARDS FROM HELEN WILSON 

The Journal is proud to carry a line of notecards from wildlife artist and EF! 
activist Helen Wilson. They are 4" by 5 1/2" and printed on recycled cardstock. 
$4 postpaid for a set of eight (two each of four designs), plus envelopes. 



All prices postpaid. See the September 1 990 issue for a complete listing of tape contents. 


Various Artists 
"Only One Earth!" $12. 

Austin Lounge Lizards "Creatures 
From the Black Saloon" $9. 
Austin Lounge Lizards "Highway 
Cafe of the Damned" $9. 

Darryl Cherney "I Had To Be Bom 
This Century" $9 
Darryl Cherney "They Sure Don't 
Make Hippies Like They Used 
To!" $9. 

Lone Wolf Circles 
"Full Circle" $10. 

Lone Wolf Circles "Tierra Primera! 
- The Deep Ecology Medicine 
Shows." $10. 

Dakota Sid Clifford 
"... For The Birds" $10. 

Dakota Sid Clifford 
"No Mercy" $10. 

Dakota Sid Clifford 
"Legendary Folk Rumor" $10. 
Kelly Cranston 
"For the Kalmiopsis" $9. 

Scotty Johnson 
"Century of Fools" $ 10. 
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Greg Keeler "Songs of Fishing, 
Sheep and Guns in Montana" $9. 
Greg Keeler "Talking Sweet Bye & 
Bye" $9. 

Greg Keeler 

"Bad Science Fiction" $9. 

Greg Keeler 

"Post-Modem Blues" $9. 

Greg Keeler 

"Enquiring Minds" $9. 

Katie Lee "Fenced!" $10. 

Katie Lee "Ten Thousand Goddam 
Cattle" $12. 

Katie Lee 

"Love's Little Sisters" $10. 

Katie Lee 

"Colorado River Songs" $10. 
Dana Lyons 

"Our State is a Dumpsite" $6. 
Dana Lyons "Animal" $11. 

Mokai 

"Clearcut Case Of The Blues" $9. 
Ned Mudd "Eco-Logic" $9. 

Bill Oliver "Texas Oasis" $9. 

Bill Oliver & Friends 
"Better Things To Do" $9. 


WINDOW STICKERS 

EARTH FIRST! FIST Green EF! fist 
with the words "EARTH FIRST! No 
compromise in Defense of Mother 
Earth" in green on a 3 inch diameter 
white vinyl circle. 4 for $1 postpaid. 

NO COWS Cow and barbed wire in 
black with "universal no" red slash 
and circle. Words: Free Our Public 
Lands! Stop Destructive Welfare 
Ranching End Public Lands Livestock 
Grazing. 3 inch diameter white vinyl 
circle. 6 for $1 postpaid. 


SILENT AGITATORS 

Fun to stick anywhere — bar bath- 
rooms, Freddie offices, trail registers . . . 
wherever the evil ones need to know 
that we are about and watching. 

EARTH FIRST! FISTS 

Green EF! fist logo with words 
"EARTH FIRST! No compromise in 
defense of Mother Earth" in red ink. 

1 5/8 inch diameter circles. 30 for 
$1.25 postpaid. 

ANTI-GRAZING 

A grazing cow and barbed wire with 
the universal "no" slash, and the 
words "Free Our Public Lands!" and 
"Stop Destructive Welfare Ranching 
End Public Lands Livestock Grazing." 

1 5/8 inch diameter circles. 30 for 
$1.25 postpaid. 

COORS 

Spread the word on these villains. 

Black words on green stickers. 2x3 
inch rectangles. 10 for $1.25 post- 
paid. 

Coors is Anti-Earth 
Coors is Anti-Women 
Coors is Anti-Labor 
AND IT TASTES AWFUL! 

BOYCOTT COORS 

"TOOLS" 

The late John Zaelit's Monkeywrench 
and Warclub design is back by 
popular demand. Brown design with 
"Earth First!" in green on 1 5/8 inch 
diameter white circles. 30 for $1.25 
postpaid. 


Cecelia Ostrow 

"All Life Is Equal" $8.50. 

Cecelia Ostrow 
"Warrior of the Earth" $9. 
Rainforest Information Centre 
"Nightcap" $10. 

Joanne Rand "Home" $10. 
Joanne Rand 
"Choosing Sides" $10. 

John Seed, Bahloo & Friends 
"Earth First!" $9. 

John Seed "Deep Ecology" $10. 
JohnSirkis "The Wild West" $9. 
Susan Grace Stoltz 
"Circle of Friends" $ 10. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

"Spirit Is Still On The Run" $11. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

"Forever Wild" $11. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz 
"Listen to the Earth" $11. 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz 
"A Kid For The Wild" $11. 

Glen Waldeck 

"Wreckin' Ball Waldeck" $10. 
The Wallys 

"Rainforest Roadshow '89" $10. 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

Unless otherwise indicated, our 
bumperstickers are green lettering on 
long lasting white vinyl and are $ 1 
postpaid. ‘Starred bumperstickers are 
multi-colored with designs and are 
$1.25 postpaid. 

AMERICAN WILDERNESS * 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
(with red, white St blue US flag) 

ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 

BACK TO THE PLEISTOCENE 
( With ' NedLudd ' logo) 

BOYCOTT COORS 'BEER* 

DAMN THE CORPS NOT RIVERS 

DARWIN 

(letters in evolving fish with legs) 

DESERT RAPER 

(bright red lettering — a sticker with many uses) 

DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL! 

(black and red lettering, 12 for SS) 

DONT LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 

DREAM BACK THE BISON 
SING BACK THE SWAN 

EARTH FIRST! 

ESCHEW SURPLUSAGE 

HAYDUKE LIVES 

HUNT COWS - NOT BEARS 

HUNTERS: 

Did a cow get your elk? 

I'D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCH ING 
(with Monkeywrench/War Club logo) 

IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL AS MINE, 
YOU'D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO! 
(Important note: This bumpersticker is — hopefully! — not for 
your own vehicle, but to surreptitiously paste on a jacked-up 
muscle wagon you find in the local shopping center parking 
lot Don't get caught! These stickers are constructed out of 
cheap paper with permanent adhesive to maximize the 
difficulty of removing them. Special price: 12 for SS!) 

LOVE YOUR MOTHER - DONT BECOME ONE* 
(blue words with blue, green & white globe) 

MALTH US WAS RIGHT 

MUIR POWER TO YOU* 

(white and black on brown with face of Muir) 

NATIVE* 

(blue words with blue, green & white globe) 

NATURE BATS LAST 

NEANDERTHAL AND PROUD 
(With ' NedLudd 0 logo) 

OIL AND BEARS DONT MIX 
(with bear logo) 

PAY YOUR RENT 
WORK FOR THE EARTH 

REDNECKS FOR WILDERNESS 

RESCUE THE RAINFOREST 

RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 

SAVE THE YELLOWSTONE GRIZZLY 
(red Sr brown with bear & no ski area design) 

SAVE THE WILD 

STOP THE FOREST SERVICE 
SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 

STOP CLEARCUTTTNG 

(Regular stickers for regular price. Also available on cheap, 
hard-to-remove paper, 12 for $5) 

SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 

THINK GLOBALLY — ACT LOCALLY 

VOTE GREEN 

WOLVES! - NOT COWS 


Almost FREE 
BUMPERSTICKERS! 

This bumpersticker is printed on 
cheap paper (very difficult to remove) 
and looks great on certain signs 
throughout the West. We have a 
large quantity available, and will 
happily send you some if you'll cover 
the postage. Send a 25 cent SASE for 
two stickers, 45 cent SASE for six, or 
write to inquire about larger volumes. 

STOP 

PUBLIC LANDS RANCHING 
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T-SHIRTS 


Unless otherwise noted, all shirts are 100% cotton and are available in 
sizes S, M, L, and XL. All prices postpaid. 

DON'T TREAD ON ME 

Monkeywrenching rattler on front with the words "Earth First!" and "Don't 
Tread On Me". Brush Wolf's amazing full color snake seems ready to lunge 
off the shirt. In salmon . Also tan in small only. $12. 

MOTHER GRIZZLY AND CUB 

A pretty EF! shirt! A lovely full-color mother grizzly and cub against the ris- 
ing sun on a light blue shirt. "American Wilderness - Love It Or Leave It 
Alone" slogan. Art by Susan Van Rooy. $10. (Sorry but we have no Lor XL, 
and won't be getting more. These shirts will not be reordered when we run out.) 

AMERICAN CANYON FROG 

Roger Candee's popular American Canyon Frog (Croakus abyssus pistoffus) 
with the message "AMERICAN WILDERNESS LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT 
ALONE." A very colorful 4-color design on a grey shirt. $12. 

DEFEND THE WILDERNESS 

The monkeywrencher's shirt. Art by Bill Turk. Silver design on black 100% 
cotton shirt for night work. $ 10. 

EARTH FIRST! 

Fist logo with words "EARTH FIRST! No Compromise in Defense of Mother 
Earth!" in black on green or red 100% cotton. $10. 


TOOLS 

John Zaelit's powerful impression of wilderness defense both old and new 
— the monkeywrench and stone club crossed. $10. Various colors & sizes: 
Blue design on silver shirt in sizes M, L, and XL. Black design on tan shirt 
in sizes S & M. 

Black design on blue shirt in size S only. 

NED LUDD BOOKS 

The Ned Ludd Books logo of the Neanderthal with a Monkeywrench (by 
Brush Wolf) and the words "Rack to the Pleistocene" and "Ned Ludd Books." 
Black ink on a tan shirt. $10. 

FREE THE EARTH 

A woman of power in an image by Gila Trout. Purple and silver ink on teal 
(bright turquoise) or wild orchid (purple). Also in size Small fuschia (hot 
pink), while they last. $12. 


$ IMPORTANT NOTE $ 

Due to big changes coming to the Journal, this will be the 
last issue in which we advertise merchandise. We will 
not be reordering most things, so when we run out you 
will get a refund check unless you have specified substi- 
tute items. Also, WE WILL NOT PROCESS ANY ORDERS 
AFTER NOVEMBER 30. Orders received after that date 
will be returned to you. 



CAMO CAPS 

We have camouflage baseball caps in 
100% cotton with adjustable tabs so 
one size fits all. The EF! fist logo and the 
words "EARTH FIRST!" are printed in 
black. $8 postpaid. 

NON-CAMO CAPS 

For you non-militaristic types out there, 
we have a non-camouflage cap — the 
fist and "Earth First!" in black ink on a 
tan cotton cap with a cloth back. One 
size fits all. $8 postpaid 


EMBROIDERED 

PATCHES 

EARTH FIRST! 

This embroidered patch features the 
green fist anc (tie word' 

FIRST!" and "No Compror 
and black on a white 3" d’ 
patch. $3.50 postpaid 

HAYD TT " 

These are b) 

embrojdei?' 


CRACKING OF 

GLEN CANYON DAMN VIDEO 

The excellent 10 minute, ,color-sound 16 mm movie of Earth First! cracking 
Glen Canyon Damn in 1981 starring Ed Abbey and Johnny Sagebrush. An 
inspiring and humorous introduction to the Earth First! movement. 

$20 postpaid. 

OVERGRAZING SLIDE SHOW 

"The Eating of the West" graphically displays the devastation of Western 
public lands at the hands (and hooves) of the livestock industry. The show 
consists of over 100 high-quality slides from National Forests, National 
Wildlife Refuges, and BLM lands which portray the shocking magnitude of 
the problems caused by grazing. The slide show comes with a written script 
and is rented at cost, $ 10. Free copies of a 48-page tabloid on grazing are also 
available. Please include with your order the name and phone number of 
a contact person, and the date you need the show along with alternate dates. 
Orders must include street address for UPS delivery. "The Eating of the 
West" was funded by donations to Lynn Jacobs and the Earth First! Foun- 
dation. 


EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

Make checks out to "Earth First!" or send cash. Mail to Earth First!, POB 7, Canton, NY 13617. Please allow five 
weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received in that time). If possible, please use a street address so we can 
ship by UPS. Enter size, color, style, etc. We may be out of some things. Include acceptable substitute items. Orders 
from outside of the United States must be in U.S. currency and include extra for shipping. Please use a separate sub- 
scription form when sending in a subscription. 
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IN DEFENSE OF WILDERNESS & BIODIVERSITY 


THREE DOLLARS 


Activists Assaulted At Tract Pond 


' You realize it's S50OO each." 

— Sheriff deputy at Franklin County Jail 

by Andy Molloy 

We had the money, $10,000 worth of 
loans on credit cards, to bail out two environ- 
mental activists who were being held on 
assault charges for trying to stop the biocidal 
"reclamation" of a small body of water in the 
Adirondacks. Tired and bleary eyed, Jeff 
Elliott and Jamie Sayen, both with Preserve 
Appalachian Wilderness (PAW), were re- 
leased in early November from the Franklin 
County Jail in northern New York. 

They were charged with 2nd degree 
felony assault on two New York State Depart- 
ment of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 
wildlife cops. In reality, however, Jamie and 
Jeff were the ones assaulted — by the so 
called conservation officers. <^\s they com- 
monly do, the cops charged the activists with- 
the crime as insulation against police brutal- 
ity accusations^ Political pandering around 
election time, coupled with an Adirondack 
climate of hostility toward Earth Flrstlers, 
prevented a reduction in charges and bail, 
forcing the two to endure several cold nights 
in the cell. What's worse is the potential jail 
sentence carried with these charges. 

Tract Pond Is Sentenced To Die 

•""infect Pond, one of the many thousands 
in the Adirondacks, is a wooded and swamp- 
like water body, eutrophic and filling in 
rapidly on its successional path toward being 
a meadow. With a depth of 39 feet and size 
of five acres, it still functions as an aquatic 
ecosystem, providing habitat for such fish 
species as Yellow Perch, suckers, and dace. 
Unfortunately, the pond is affected by acid 
rain and other non-point pollution sources 
which are straining systems throughout the 
region. 

The DEC had decided to manage the 
pond through its euphemistically named 
policy of "pond reclamation." This process 
entails the dumping of fish poison, ro- 
tenone, into the pond, thereby wiping out, if 
all goes as planned, the entire fish popula- 
tion. The fish are then left in the pond to rot. 
The rotting fish deprive the pond of oxygen 
and seriously jeopardize aerobic aquatic 
organisms. Amphibians, aquatic inverte- 
brates, and other organisms are negatively 
impacted. DEC then restocks the pond with 
hatchery raised game fish, such as Brook 
Trout. Growing up in an artificial environ- 
ment, hatchery fish are not prop>erly subject 
to the processes of natural selection, and may 
genetically pollute natural populations of 
Brook Trout in the region. 

With the help of Legal Action for Ani- 
mals (an animal protection group based in 
New York City) and attorney Cindy Hill, 
PAW coordinators Jeff Elliott and Jamie 
Sayen had attempted to overturn New York's 


Cattle grazing in Capitol Reef National Park. 


Livestock Grazing on the National Parks 


policy of pond reclamation, as well as its 
policy of poisoning tributaries of Lake 
Champlain with lampricide, through legal 
means. When it became evident that their 
legal efforts might not suffice, Jeff and Jamie 
rushed to the trailhead leading to the con- 
demned pond on Tuesday, October 30.<Also 
present were Bill McKlbbe n. the noted au- 
thor of The End Of Nature, a journalist from 
the Glenn Falls Post Star, and a photographer. 
The state had their wildlife biostitute and 
assistant on hand with gear and rotenone as 
wellasacontingentofEnCops. Thereclama- 
tion was set for that day, as soon as a judge 
ruled on whether to extend a court injunc- 
tion barring the treatment. 

At the pond, Jeff and Jamie found piles 
of supplies and a steel rowboat, property of 
DEC. Jamie took their own canoe down 
while Jeff headed back to town to call Legal 
Action for Animals. The restraining order 
they had obtained was due to expire at noon. 
Jeff soon learned that the injunction was not 
extended. 

The legal efforts should have stopped 
the poisoning. Tract Pond had never been 
reclaimed before and thus should have been 
continued on page 7 


A soggy Jeff Elliot is dragged away from Tract Pond after interfering with a plan to poison it. 


A National Disgrace 


Grazing on park land is permitted where authorized by law or permitted for a term of years as 
a condition of land acquisition. , 

Grazing and raising of livestock is also permitted in historic zones where desirable to 
perpetuate and interpret the historic scene. 

— National Park Service Guideline NPS-S3, Special Park Uses 


by Lynn Jacobs and Dale Turner holding permits to graze these lands, and 

owning strategic inholdings, Influenced 
America’s National Parks are world- their ultimate fete, 
famous for their beauty and grandeur. Since In some cases, the federal government 

the late 1800s Congress has been setting was able with generous offers to buy out 

aside these lands as the most impressive grazing permits and base properties or make 

examples of untrammeled Nature in this special deals with stockmen to establish 

country. Today they comprise the most ranching-free Parks. Many ranchers in- 

extraordinary system of natural preserves on creased their wealth and power as a result; 

Earth. some left the livestock business, others ex- 

Naturally most Americans think their panded their ranching operations elsewhere. 

National Parks and Monuments are pro- In many instances, however, stockmen 

tected from commercial exploitation. And (supported by their elected representatives) 

generally they are, outside certain heavily refused to relinquish "their" grazing permits 

visited locations, where concessionaires are to the proposed National Park lands, even 

permitted to operate stores, gas stations, though usually most of their forage and 

lodges, and other services deemed necessary browse needs were met by other lands. They 

for tourists. However, ranching is a glaring used their substantial influence to force the 

exception. A little history: government Into special agreements that 

As with most Forest Service (FS), Bureau allowed them to continue ranching the new 

of Land Management (BLM), state, and other Park lands in perpetuity or for a period of 

public lands, most lands in the West chosen years. Consequently, some Parks (Sequoia, 

for the National Park Service (NPS) system for example) have over the years paid off 

were, prior to designation, open to ranching. ranchers and phased out ranching, while 

More than any other group, the stockmen others (such as Great Basin) plan to continue 

ranching indefinitely. 
Currently, a bill to ex- 
pand southern Idaho's 
Craters of the Moon 
National Monument 
and turn it into a Na- 
tional Park contains 
wording mandating 
continued livestock 
grazing at near-tradi- 
tional levels. A proposal 
by the Hell's Canyon 
Preservation Council to 
turn Hell's Canyon Na- 
tional Recreation Area 
into a National Park is 
likewise shackled with 
wording designed to 
continue ranching. New 
Mexico's newly desig- 
nated El Mapais Na- 
tional Monument plans 
to continue ranching. 

Some stockmen 
owning base properties 
and/or other ranchland 
within proposed Park 
boundaries required that 
as a condition of acquir- 
ing these private lands 


photo by George Wuerthner 


the government allow them to continue 
traditional ranching on the new Park land. 
Others refused to yield their private lands 
and as a consequence some Parks, such as 
Zion and Black Canyon of the Gunnison, 
still contain private ranches within their 
borders. 

Some ranchers even convinced the 
government to allow them to maintain 
ranching operations in new Park units u nder 
guise of "preserving the historic Old West” 
for the benefit of tou rists (Pipe Springs NM in 
northern Arizona is a disgracefol example). 
These and some other NPS units actively 
promote ranching. However, ranching in 
many Parks proceeds only under the ardent 
objections of Park supervisors and staff. 

In the 11 Western states the National 
Park Service currently administers 23 Na- 
tional Parks, 47 National Monuments, 11 
National Recreation Areas, and 17 National 
Memorials, Historic Sites, Historic Parks, 
Battlefield Parks, Seashores, and such. These 
98 NPS units cover about 1 7 million acres, or 
2.3%, of the West. Somewhat less than 3 
million acres of this land is open to commer- 
cial ranching, within 7 National Parks, 7 
National Monuments, 5 National Recreation 
Areas, and 7 National Memorials, etc. Many 
NPS units outside the West also allow ranch- 
ing, even Haleakala National Park in Hawaii. 

Livestock production on NPS lands, 
mostly cattle ranching, is administered by 
the National Park Service or, in several cases, 
adjacent federal land management agencies. 
Ranching impact generally is less severe than 
for any other public or private ranchland 
category in the West. However, some NPS 
units have serious problems and in most 
continued on page 8 
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Periodical Sources of 


Death, Sorrow, and Destruction 


By John Davis 

In the interest of ensuring that you, our 
readers, maintain ample supplies of verbiage 
focusing on the Big Three — death, sorrow, 
and destruction — as the Cenozoic Crisis 
deepens (recent report puts daily extinction 
rate up to 150and counting), Daleandlhave 
compiled lists of our favorite periodicals. 
(We've omitted the many EF! newsletters, 
which are good sources of information on 
local group actions and issues. These are 
indicated by asterisks in the Directory in 
each issue of EF! Journal. We've also omitted 
some favorites not of great import to conser- 
vationists, such as Gentlemen's Quarterly and 
Modem Maturity). We recommend you read 
in your library or borrow (or subscribe to, if 
willing to don sackcloth and ashes and do 
penance for the trees thu s butchered) these 
publications) 

* Anderson Valley Advertiser (PO Box 4S9, 
Boonville, CA 95415; Weekly, $27 /year out- 
side Mendocino County) 

For news from behind the Redwood 
j Curtain, it’s hard to beat the AVA. Editor 
Bruce Anderson produces one of the best 
litde newspapers in the country, and much 
of it focuses on the old-growth battles in 
northern California. In addition to the local / 
high school basketball scores, you get news • 
of corporate timber corruption and EF! ac- 
tions, along with worthy commentary on. 
politics, media, and the Earth First! move- 
ment. The AVA has a nasty habit of reprint-/ 
ing articles without permission, but that’s 


kind of like a worthy dog who occasionally 

v.pees in the house. 

* Audubon Activist f950 Third Ave, New 
York, NY 10022; $20 for membership in 
National Audubon Society; Activist free [1 1/ 
yr] to members who Join Audubon Activist 
Network) 

This was until recently perhaps the best 
general source of information for activists in 
the United States looking for advocacy letters 
to write. The new editor seems, unfortu- 
nately, to be scaling it back somewhat, but it 
is still full of information. Also unfortu- 
nately, the population column seems to 
have been dropped. (WHAT YOU CAN DO: 
Write the editor and tell him to renew the 
overpopulation coverage.) 

* Bioscience (American Institute of Biological 
Sciences, Central Station, POB 27417, DC 
20077; 11 issues/$43.50 for membership and 
subscription) 

l Many of the articles herein are too ab- 
! struse for those of us who couldn't discern 
I phagocytosis from opsonization if our life 
j depended on it, but most issues also contain 
very understandable articles on conserva- 
tion matters. This has less conservation 
biology than one might hope, but what's 
there is excellent and perhaps there will be 
more if enough conservationists subscribe. 
(A subjective aside: at times AIBS writers 
show the proper disrespect for anthropocen- 
trism — a patently unscientific worldview — 
until talking about laboratory animal experi- 
mentation; whereupon they cast aside scien- 
tific objectivity and castigate animal rights 


The successors off EF!J 


ed. note: By now you should have received the 
letter we sent to all EF! Journal subscribers 
explaining the new Earth First! periodical and 
the new biocentric wilderness periodical that will 
replace the present EF! Journal next year. How- 
ever, for those of you who remain unsure of 
what's happening, here we go again: 

The Wild Earth Journal 

The periodical that we are for now call- 
ing Wild Earth Journal will focus, from a 
biocentric perspective, strictly on wilder- 
ness, wildlife, habitat, and biodiversity. It 
will offer news, proposals, defense strategies, 
conservation biology articles, art, and essays 
pertaining to the effort to avert the most 
serious extinction event in the planet's his- 
tory. It will leave humanist issues to other 
groups. 

Among the correspondents for this 
Journal will be Paul Watson, Doug Peacock, 
Dolores LaChapelle, Bob Mueller, Reed Noss, 
George Wuerthner, Mitch Freedman, Trudy 
Frisk, Nancy Zierenberg, Howie Wolke, 
George Sessions, Christoph Manes, Jasper 
Carlton, Ned Mudd, Margaret Young, Rick 
Bonney, Jeff Elliott, and Jamie Sayen. Dave 
Foreman will resume the roles he originally 
played with Earth First!, as editor and colum- 
nist. 

Initially, this publication will be a 
quarterly. Due to the upcoming Arizona 4 
court case, we won't be able to launch the 
Journal Immediately, but will aim to send 
out the first issue in spring of 1991. 


Beyond the Slab 


We urge you to choose both the new EF! 
newspaper and the new blocentric wilder- 
ness journal. Our mailing list policy will be 
as EF! Journal's was: our list will not be sent to 
anyone. For new subscriptions, please send 
checks ($20/yr) to Wild Earth Journal, POB 
492, Canton, NY 13617. 

—John Davis 

The New Earth First! Journal 

The Earth First! Journal will remain 
much what it always has been, a voice crying 
for the wilderness, howling snarling; radi- 
cal, wild, and offensive. It will continue to 
focus on biodiversity and wildness; within 
this context it will embrace the diversity of i 
the movement and, encouraging debate and j 
self-criticism, it will provide a forum for! 
evaluating and honing our strategies for! 
defending the wilds. 

The main change in the paper will be in 
editorial organization. The Journal will have 
a core of editors in the Wild Rockies and 
guest editors for each issue from around the 
country. We hope this will make the journal 
more accessible and reflective of the national 
movement. 

Now is no time for factionalism or re- 
treat! We encourage you to continue your 
subscription with the Earth First! journal and 
to try the new publication as well. Long live 
diversity! 

For new subscriptions, please send 
checks ($ 20/year) to Earth First!, POB 5176, 
Missoula, MT 59806. 


proponents in an irrationally humanistic 
manner. In the interest of scientific consis- 
tency, they ought, if they must do invasive 
experiments, to suggest the tests be done on 
those they are intended to simulate and to 
benefit, humans.) 

* Conservation Biology (Blackwell Scientific 
Publications, Three Cambridge Center, Suite 
208, Cambridge, MA 02142; 4/$29.50 
membership & sub) 

This quarterly also includes articles 
accessible only to biologists, but the bulk of 
each issue is comprehensible information of 
great import to conservationists. This is 
published by the Society for Conservation 
Biology, a new force on the conservation 
spectrum which in coming years will proba- 
bly favorably influence environmental 
legislation if it gains enough members. So if 
you're reasonably affluent, consider Joining. 

* Defenders (1244 Nineteenth St NW, Wash- 
ington, DC 20036; 6/$20 membership & 
sub) 

Of the big mainstream conservation 
groups. Defenders of Wildlife produces per- 
haps the most useful glossy magazine for 
activists. Defenders is paying increasing at- 
tention to the lessons of conservation biol- 
ogy; it is talking not Just about species but 

about ecosystems. , 

'Earth! stand Journal (300 Broadway, Suite ., 
23j San Francisco, CA 94133; 4/$25 member- 
ship and sub) 

/ David Brower's latest group, Earth Is- 
land Institute, is fast proving its effectiveness 
/n international environmental efforts. Elf 
/runs articles on environmental projects 
! throughout the world, including Eartiy- 
island's dolphin and sea turtles campaigns. 
*7%OcoIo|isf (MITTress Journals, 55 Hay- 
ward St, Cambridge, MA 02142; 6/S30) 

I’ve tried to avoid overseas publications 
here because overseas mailing costs are pro- 
hibitive. However, The Ecologist, produced in 
England and distributed via Massachusetts, 
is available in most good libraries; and it 
offers unusually devastating indictments of 
industrial civilization. Edward Goldsmith 
and his co-editors began warning people 
about global environmental crises 20 years 
ago — apd identifjdng-The-ma4n~eulprits, 


tions are consistentl y prov ing true. 
*»fT322f $£££*£ sDTan Francisco} 
CA 94 1 15; 24 hrs/day; $ 10/month.+ $ 15 one- 
time signup fee) 

While this computer network isn't a 
publication like the rest, it is one of the best 
sources of curtent environmental news avail- 
able. You can get up-to-the-minute reports 
about events worldwide, including stuff 
you'd never hear about without subscribing 
to thousands of magazines and newsletters. 
This is news from an activist's perspective, as 
it's written by the people involved. Many EF! 
Journal articles began life posted in an Econet 
conference. Dale recommends the- 
"efl.general" and "en.forestplan" confer-/ 


ences as great places to start. 

* Endangered Species Update (School of 
Natural Resources, University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor, MI 48109; 10/$23) 

The obituary pages for wildlife, these 
describe species proposed for and added to 
the federal Endangered Species list. The bulk 
continued on page 3 
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Death, Sorrow & 
Destruction . . . 

continued from page 2 

of each issue is a reprint of US Fish & Wildlife 
Service's own Endangered Species Technical 
Bulletin, but also included are book reviews 
and essays by guest writers. 

* Glacial Erratic (RFD 1, Box 530, N Strat- 
ford, NH 03590; 4/S 12.50, but send more!) 

Focusing on environmental issues in 
the Northern Appalachians (likely to soon be 
expanded to 6 issues a year covering all the 
Appalachians), Jamie Sayen and Jeff Elliott, 
PAW coordinators, are turning this into the 
best environmental periodical in the bi- 
oregion. Subscription fees help keep these 
heroic and impecunious activists active. 

* High Country News (Box 1090, Paonia, CO 
81428; 24/S 24) 

Do not confuse this with High Times. 
The subject matter is decidedly different. 
HCN pjffer? the mpst through coverage of 
land issues in the West Those of us who rue 
the days bovines were domesticated and 
chainsaws invented will find the general 
acceptance of multiple use management 
irksome at times, but most of the writers 
align themselves, implicitly or explicitly, 
with conservationists. 

‘Katuah Journal (POB 638, Leicester, NC 
28748; 4/S 10) 

Of the growing number of bioregional 
journals on Turtle Island, Katuah — the 
Cherokee name for the Southern Appalachi- 
ans — stands out as an inspiring and infor- 
mative news source. The editors are conser- 
vation activists as well as simple livers, so 
those who subscribe know their money is 
well spent. 

‘Living Bird (Cornell Ornithology Lab, POB 
223, Etna, NY 13062; 4/S25 membership & 
sub) 

This quarterly is a beautiful mixture of 
bird photos and illustrations and bird ecol- 
ogy articles, with a goodly amount of general 
conservation news as it pertains to the class 
Aves. Senior editor Rick Bonney is a widely 
respected conservationist as well as orni- 
thologist. Good libraries take Living Bird; 
membership in Cornell Ornithology Lab 
also brings Birdscope, a newsletter about the 
Lab's studies. 

* Natural Areas Journal (320 S Third St, 
Rockford, IL 61104; 4/S25 membership & 
sub) 

Yes, more science; but little scientific 
background is needed for most of the articles. 
Natural Areas Association is a nonprofit 
group dedicated to preserving natural areas, 
even though many of its members are of the 
bureaucratic ilk. You'll find here valuable 
information on disappearing habitats. 

* Nature Conservancy (POB 79181, Balti- 
more, MD 21279; 6/5 15 membership & sub) 

Each issue describes recent additions to 
The Nature Conservancy's preserve system, 
and has a feature article on a greater ecosys- 
tem that TNC is trying to save piece by piece. 
Like most of the big conservation groups, 
TNC receives blood money (corporate dona- 
tions) and overpays its CEO (over $ 100,000 a 
vearO. but no other group in this country has 
directly saved soitBny habitat remnants!"* J 
"Natural History (POB 5000, Harlan, IA 
51537; 12/522) 

Natural History is published by the 
American Museum of Natural History in 
New York City. Most of its articles are simply 
fascinating and fun, not essential for the 
conservation activist; but conservation biol- 
ogy themes are common and becoming 
more so. The columns by Jared Diamond 
and Stephen Jay Gould bespeak extraordi- 
nary comprehension of Nature. 

* National News Report (Sierra Club, 730 
Polk St, San Francisco, CA 94109; 24/518). 

Insipid and essential reading, Siena 
Club's NNR provides current information on 
federal environmental legislation. This 
should be read with a wary eye (as well as a 
cup of thick, black coffee), for it is published 
by mainstream environmentalists who are 
too quick to endorse weak environmental 
bills. (The full text for each issue of the NNR 
is posted on Econet in the "sc.natlnews" 
conference.) 

* Northwest Conservation; News & 
Priorities (POB 2813, Bellingham, WA 
98227; 4/515) 

Former Washington EF! leader Mitch 
Friedman is now making waves in the field of 
conservation biology. His new group, the 
Greater Ecosystem Alliance, is working for 
ecosystem management — large Wilderness 
Areas, buffer zones, corridors, etc. — of the 
North Cascades and other ecosystems. GEA 
recently filed suit to force FWS to list the 
Grizzly Bear in the North Cascades (where 
the presence of the Griz was recently con- 
firmed) as Endangered. 

* Orion Nature Quarterly (136 E 64th St, 
New York, NY 10021; 4/514) 

"Published by the Myrin Institute in 
association with Conservation 
International," Orion includes thought-pro- 



"No Firewood Cutting Allowed' 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


(Dear sHitfer Brains . . . 


voking essays on humanity's place in Nature, 
as well as conservation news. The column by 
David Ehrenfeld is always insightful. 

* Rustic Gazette (POB 13041 1, Birmingham, 
AL 35213; irregular [in every way]/S5 for 
EFIers 5500 for institutions) 

Ned Mudd, the Biodiversity Project's 
attorney, is the funniest lawyer in the South 
bar none (and note the pun). His slim news- 
letter is replete with absurd witticisms and 
facetiously penned (typed, actually) envi- 
ronmental news from down under — Aala- 
bamaa, that is, land of greeits, Senator Heifer 
(Howell Heflin [D-AL], ugliest man north of 
Noriega), and Muudd! 

* Sea Shepherd Log (Box 7000-S, Redondo 
Beach, CA 90277) 

Granted, this article is already cluttered 
with superlatives, but a couple more are 
unavoidable: Sea Shepherd Conservation 
Society is the boldest, most effective group 
on the high seas. Their Log is a quarterly 
summary of their latest exploits — sinking 
whaling ships, ramming drift net boats, lib- 
erating dolphins, and other non-violent 
acts. Send them a generous donation and 
you'll get the Log free (author's, not Sea 
: Shepherd's, monetary double-speak). 

| * Thunderbear (POB 71621, New Orleans, LA 
j 70712) 

"The Oldest Alternative Newsletter in 
the Federal Government" is also the funni- 
est. Its sole contributor, PJ Ryan, has a wit 
not matched in the National Park Service 
since Ed Abbey was a ranger. If you've missed 
the Thunderbear articles we've run in EF! 
Journal before, suffice it to say that his publi- 
cation is the antidote to a dour disposition, 
scourge of jaded activists. You'll not find this 
in your library, but it is parsimonious 
enough in its use cf paper that you scarce 
need feel guilt for subscribing. 

* Way of the Mountain Newsletter (Box 542, 
Silverton, CO 81433) 

The Way of the Mountain Learning 
Center carries "hard-to-find books and other 
materials on Deep Ecology, Place and the 
'old ways'." In her newsletter, Center 
founder and widely acclaimed deep ecology 
author Dolores LaChapelle reviews the 
works she sells and offers wise counsel on 
numerous earthy topics. 

* Whole Earth Review (27 Gate Five Rd, 
Sausalito, CA 94965; 4/520) 

Published by a nonprofit corporation 
called POINT, this quarterly is an unlikely 
i mix of news and essays on alternative ideas 
and politics, the arts, the sciences, conserva- 
tion and restoration, and dweeb esoterica 
(computer information). [J — Who you 
callin' dweeb, huh? — D] Though some of 
the topics it covers might better be ignored 
(e.g., said esoterica), and it occasionally gives 
voice to bad ideas (e.g., Julian Simon’s 
warped criticisms of .population whistle- 
blowers), most of its coverage is on the cut- 
ting edge. 

‘Wild Oregon (ONRC, 1050 Yeon Bldg, 522 
SW 5th Ave, Portland, OR 97204; 4/525 
membership & sub) 

The Oregon Natural Resources Council 
works tirelessly for eastern Oregon’s arid and 
forgotten BLM lands, as well as for western 
Oregon's lush and renowned Forest Service 
lands. ONRC's journal provides news on 
wild areas throughout the state. 

* Wilderness Record (2655 Portage Bay E, 
Suite 5, Davis, CA 95616; 12/515) 

California certainly has its faults, but it 
also has more roadless areas than almost any 
other state, and it has a coalition of dozens o'f 
conservation groups to defend them. The 
California Wilderness Coalition's exemplary 
newspaper covers wildlands from the 
Mojave Desert in the south to the Siskiyou 
Mountains in the north. 
r World Rainforest Report (RIC, PO Box 368, 
Lis more 2480, New South Wales, AUSTRA- 
LIA; 4/520 Australian) 
j Australian Earth First! leaderjohn Seed 
has made the Rainforest Information Centre 
a focal point in global rainforest conserva- 
tion efforts. RIC's publication describes 
threats to rainforests worldwide, with tips on 
how to get involved. 

* World Rivers Review (301 Broadway, Suite 
B, San Francisco, CA 94133; 6/525 member- 
ship & sub) 

Tales of woe and sorrow fill the pages of 
this International Rivers Network publica- 
tion. IRN is an affiliate organization of 
Friends of the Earth International, and is 
leading the fight to stop dams worldwide. 

* World Watch (1776 Massachusetts Ave 
NW, DC 20036; 6/530) 

Worldwatch Institute has won interna- 
tional acclaim for its annual State of the World 
reports. Its new magazine is equally effective 
in explaining global problems and offering 
solutions potentially palatable to the masses 
(going back to the Pleistocene is not suggested 
in these pages; going forth to the solar age is) . 
World Watch is one of the few environmental 
periodicals that gives overpopulation con- 
siderable attention. For international cover- 
age of environmental problems from a re- 
formist perspective, there is no better source 
of Information. Editor Lester Brown is a hero 
even if he doesn't think appropriate technol- 
ogy is an oxymoron. 


The opinions expressed here represent 
only their opinionated authors, and 
are not official positions of the 
Journal staff or the Earth Firstl 
movement. 

EF!, 

A woman in Maine was killed in her 
backyard because a huntermistook herwhite 
mittens for a deer. The jury found the hunter 
innocent. 

Camo toilet paper is now being sold 
because so many hunters have been shot 
while using white T.P. in the woods. What 
would be the results if short strips of white 
T.P. were hung throughout the woods a few 
days prior to deer season? It's biodegradable 
and squirrels would use it in their nests. 
Would trigger-happy punks scare game away 
from danger by blasting away at fluttering 
white? Would Inconsiderate clods be forced 
to study their targets more carefully thus 
eliminating wounded deer and dead bird- 
watchers? Would Impatient bozos tire of 
stalking toilet paper and abandon this sport? 

— Rocky Raccoon, Norton, MA 

Dear fellow wilderness lovers: 

Enclosed, in case you're not already 
aware, is a copy of a propaganda sheet dis- 
tributed by the "Hummingbird Ski Club," 
which I picked up at a sporting goods store in 
Silver City, NM, after a recent backpacking 
trip into the Gila Wilderness. As is stated 
within their communique, the "ski club" 
plans to lobby Congress for a deletion of land 
in the Gila Wilderness in order to construct 
a ski resort in the pristine, old growth forest 
of the Whitewater Baldy and Hummingbird 
Saddle region. 

Having personally hiked this excep- 
tional section of the Gila, I feel that to allow 
this project to proceed would be a tragedy. 
Besides damaging virgin, subalpine climax 
forest — relatively rare and limited to the 
highest elevations of the Wilderness, road 
building, and other ill effects obvious to 
fellow conservationists, this action if permit- 
ted would set a dangerous precedent for 
other legally protected wilderness areas 
around the country. It must be stopped dead 
in its tracks. 

I have written letters of opposition to 
this project to David W. Dahl, Gila National 
Forest Supervisor, 2610 N. Silver St., Silver 
City, NM 88061; Alex Ocheltree of the ski 
"club"; and after the Novemberelections will 
also write to the New Mexico Senators and 


Representatives. 

As I'm sure you'll agree, our wilderness 
system, including the Gila, needs to be ex- 
panded not reduced here and deleted there. 
The developer’s shortsightedness and thinly 
veiled self-interested greed are appalling. 
Hopefully this damaging activity can be 
successfully arrested. 

— Robert Watson, Farwell, TX 
Ed. note: See our September issue for excerpts 
from the above-mentioned propaganda sheet. — 
JD 

Dear jOhn: 

Green fire rolls in today. I have the 
dubious pleasure of introducing the show. 
"Friends, rotunds, and country hicks ... lend 
me you wives." 

"New vision: confidential/not for pub- 
lication or verbal babble. Yet. [permission 
accomplished — ed.] As you know (or should, 
from reading Vol.l, No.3 of the Rustic Ga- 
zettel . the Rustics are running Pete Jones for 
Guvner of Alabama. Sorry to say, it doesn't 
look good at this point. Think Pete has name 
recognition problem to date. However! 

*New plan: upcoming Presidential elec- 
tion! Check this plan out. “We” enter a 
candidate: a bona fide, qualified character 
(femme?) to challenge both party candidates 
via a seriously thought out platform based on 
exemplary ecological ideology. This candi- 
date begins the bid for the oval office with a 
mediacized event: i.e. he or she is first seen 
standing on the shores of Oregon where- 
upon the candidate announces to public that 
they are going to run across the heartland of 
America in an attempt to focus the country 
on the plight of America's sad demise, ecol- 
ogically speaking. In sum: "our" candidate is 
literally going to RUN FOR PRESIDENT Just 
think of the sensational media attention. 
“Wenow take you theplains of South Dakota 
where Billy Smith is in his third week of 
running for President amidst the amber 
waves of grain ..." (From sea to shining sea!) 
Candidate picks up support along the way 
(plants) who join in the race for the White 
House. Soon an entire entourage of interest- 
ing (and famous?) folks are merrily sprinting 
down America's well known highways and 
byways with half of the world staying tuned. 
Of course, every day or so brings new and 
exciting events to bare: pre-planned & in- 
volving the various aspects of deep ecology 
and conservation biology that we want to 
promote. A rehabbed eagle is released on 
tuesday; we jog thru a wildlife refuge on 
continued on page 4 
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friday, a horrible clearcut on Sunday, etc. 

But that's not all! The candidate will 
arrive in Washington on the night of the 
election to great fanfare (riding on a don- 
key?) to lead a huge rally of "green thinkers" 
in front of the presidential domain. It is at 
this point that "our man" announces that, 
when elected, the first presidential act will be 
to paint the White House green! The (friggin) 
GREENHOUSE! So begins what history will 
ignominiously dub "the Green House Ef- 
fect." Ha! 

Cabinet? Secy of Interior: Jasper 
Carlton. Secy of Defense: Doug Peacock.... 

So. What do ya think? We'll need about 
$20,000 to pull it off. Sponsors (Nike run- 
ning shoes, etc.) All participants wear Ameri- 
can flag jogging shorts, etc. Well need a beer 
sponsor, too. Walkie talkies (from Green- 
peace?). Nothing but simple logistics. 

Ted Turner has got to like this idea. 
CNN exclusive on Saturdays. Maybe release a 
compilation album to raise funds. 

Better start working on this soon, eh? 
Christoph Manes for Attny general? Fore- 
man for Secy of Wilderness (new cabinet 
post)? Featherstone at head of EPA? Good 
god, this could ba a friggin blast! Captain 
Paul Watson as Secy of the NAVY? YEE- 
HAW! 

Ok. Better go ... think I'll start fund 
raising today! 

— Hawg Wild, B.ham, AL 

ed. rejoinder: Hawg you’re maniacal. 
We need more like you . Your idea is brilliant. 
I’ve suggestions for possible candidates: 
*Anne and Paul Ehrlich (It's time we had a 
woman as President; and Paul would be the 
best vice president in history.) 

*Yvon Choulnard (He's biocentric, he can 
run, and half the yuppies in this country 
already wear his clothing ... and think of the 
fringe benefits — free fleece for the masses, 
new routes up the Washington Monument, 
etc.) 

"Alice Walker (She has brilliance, the right 
ideas, and the name.) 

"Dave Foreman (He still doesn't want to run, 
and Nancy M. won’t let him; but with 
enough threats, we can change their minds.) 

I've also some random ideas for key 
stops in the race and posts in the new ad- 
ministration: Early in the race, the future 
President’s entourage stops for a benefit 
concert at a logging site in Oregon. Dana 
Lions (he misspells his last name "Lyons"; 
work on that, will you, Hawg?) leads the 
seething multitudes in an incendiary chorus 
of Bum That Dozer — which they'll not fall 
to do. 

When these Raging Greenles reach DC 
(Death Capital), a huge rally ensues. Some 
promising young musicians warm up the 
crowds: Bruce Springsteen, Jackson Brown, 
Bruce Cockburn ("If I Had a Rocket 
Launcher"), Talking Heads ("Burning Down 
the House”). Then we bring out the power- 
houses: Glen Waldeck, Bill Oliver, Cecilia 
Os trow, Dana Lions (you'll have prevailed 
upon him by then, Hawg). 

The future President gives a firey 
speech, setting forth a biocentric platform. 
He’ll present a simple two step approach to 
solving the problems of environmental de- 
cline and overpopulation: 1) Ban all motor 
vehicles. 2) Institute the death penalty for all 
driving infractions. (Hang and compost the 
outlaws!) 

The crowds go into a frenzy. We don't 
need a riot; we’re going to win the Presidency 
by legal means. So, for comic relief, we send 
up the glabrous Dave Foreman himself, to 
sing a few Hank Williams tunes. 

The rally is concluded by serving 


George Busch an eviction notice. Glen 
Waldeck leads the crowd in issuing a warn- 
ing: leave the White House now, else ... we're 
coming back with a big wreckin’ ball! 

Your list of appointments is good. 
However, Roger will be the campaign man- 
ager and then head of the FBI (likes walkie 
talkies), not EPA chief. Why? Because years 
ago when he started driving that infernal 
"Iron Maiden" (if that's a maiden, Howie 
Wolke is a belly dancer), I demanded he do 
an environmental impact statement before 
taking it on a roadshow. He refused to 
comply. We can't have an EPA chief who has 
such a record of non(friggin)compliance. 

Here are some more likely post fillers: 
"Green House Chief of Staff: Kris Sommer- 
ville 

"Secretary of State: Carole King (no more 
stodgy old white men in that post; need a 
good singer there) 

"NASA chief: Robert Mueller (Return Bob to 
his old agency, to quietly eviscerate it. The 
US public is too ignorant to want NASA 
disbanded, so Bob will subtly and effectively 
disband NASA by appointing Californians to 
key posts and charging them with using the 
consensus process for reaching all decisions. 
No spacecraft will ever again be launched!) 
"Bureau of Land Management Director: 
Lynn Jacobs 

"Forest Service Chief: Marilyn Olson (Her 
husband, Howie Wolke, knows more about 
FS lands than anyone else, but he once said 
he’d accept timber cutting on 10% of Na- 
tional Forest lands. That's swill! All public 
lands are to be protected as Wilderness! [Yee 
haw!] So we'll have his less compromising 
wife fill the post.) 

"National Marine Fisheries Service director: 
Rod Coronado 

"Housing and Urban Development head: 
Glen Waldeck 

"Secretary of Labor: Cesar Chavez 
"Department of Transportation head: Keith 
Hammer (His Road Rippers' Guide will 
henceforth be DOT'S manual of guidelines.) 
"Department of Education chief: Dolores 
LaChapelle 

"National Endowment rr the Humanities 
head: David Ehrenfeld The Arrogance of 
Humanism! 

"Civil Rights Commissi jn: Jesse Jackson (our 
token mainstream pol.tician) 

— jOhn 

Editor, 

Last issue, a letter of warning appeared 
in this section which claimed I was a "sick 
opportunist" for proposing to write a book 
entitled "Earth as Hostage." The writer of 
this letter, signed “Friend from New York," 
noted my earlier books on the environment, 
but claimed they were designed to “spin 
deception." 

I understand the tremendous pressure 
"Earth First! ” has been placed under in recent 
months, and the legitimate caution of the 
group. I cannot, however, let such a misin- 
formed, and mean-spirited, letter go unan- 
swered. 

Writers must be free to write on what- 
ever passionately interests them. Otherwise, 
we will not be read. Since I now find ecotage 
one of the most intriguing and significant 
cultural events of our day, I cannot accept 
the notion that I should be silenced, or 
ignored, by "Earth First!". In fact, if that 
occurs, my book will not achieve the balancer 
and readability that I am seeking. 

Moreover, since I am proud of my work, 
I sign my name to it, thereby allowing formal 
response and correction. I find it unfortu- 
nate that the letter-writer felt free to publish 
my name and affiliations, while hiding 
themselves. 

I would be happy to pursue a correspon- 
dence to perfect my prose for accuracy and 
honesty. In addition, I welcome any reader 
to visit my earlier titles, especially Bevond 
Dumping (1984) and my new book for Si- 
mon and Schuester In Search of Environ- 


mental Excellence . In these, I rest assured 
you will find many passages on behalf of the 
environment which are neither "sick," nor 
"opportunistic." 

— Bruce Piasecki, Associate Professor 
ed. note: In the unfortunate maligning of Bruce 
Piasecki, an old lesson is repeated to those of us 
who work on journals: Check your sources and 
your facts. Had we simply gone to the library and 
read one of Mr. Piasecki's articles or books, we'd 
have realized that he is a writer with abiding 
environmental concern. Thank you, Mr. Pi- 
asecki, for correcting our mistake, and please 
accept our apologies. — JD 

Dear Earth Firstlers, 

Another animal rights activist has been 
jailed as part of the government's continuing 
harassment of animal rights and environ- 
mental activists. 

Henry Hutto, an activist from Eugene, 
Oregon, was jailed in California on October 
31 for refusing to answer the questions of a 
Federal Grand Jury. He is one of a dozen 
people subpoenaed in an attempt to acquire 
information about the Oct. 1986 burglary at 
the University of Oregon animal research 
labs, the April 1987 arson fire at the veteri- 
nary sciences building at the University of 
California, Davis, and other incidents con- 
nected with the animal rights movement. 
[See Tribal Lore this issue. — ed.] 

Henry is a quiet, reserved activist with a 
degree in ecology and a deep philosophy 
against the killing of any life. His only 
apparent crime is that he refuses to . -t hi 
political and personal affiliations to the 
government. He Is not accused of any crime. 
He is being kept in solitary confinement 
without any formal charges or trial. 

I spoke with Henry from jail, and he 
asked me to issue this statement: "My im- 
prisonment is merely a continuation of long- 
standing government harassment of pro- 
gressive movements for social change. I 
refuse to testify because the questions asked 
of me are a violation of not only my consti- 
tutional rights but also my personal right to 
privacy. It is not the government's business 
who I associate with, what 1 do or when, 
where, and with whom I do it. By not 
cooperating with this investigation, I am 
following in the footsteps of people like 
Elizabeth Morgan, Nelson Mandela, and 
Ronnie Lee." 

Like political prisoners in South Africa, 
who can be jailed for two years without 
charges, Henry also faces months in prison — 
without a trial, or charges being filed . People 
in this country must realize the threat to 
liberty the Grand Jury system represents. As 
it Is now being misused by an ever more 
repressive government, the Grand Jury can 
imprison citizens for 18 months without 
trial, without due process. This contradicts 
the freedoms we claim as our birthright as 
Americans. 

— Diane Sontag, POB 1545 , Eugene, OR 
97440 

John Davis: 

You might be interested in this internal 
FS memo that was passed to us recently by 
one of our moles. It documents our worst 
fears about overcutting in the Fremont NF in 
recent years. 

This memo comes as no surprise to 
those of us who attended a meeting in 
Lakevlew OR last year the purpose of which 
was to work out a compromise agreeable to 
environmentalists and the timber industry. 
The meeting was called after various envi- 
ronmental groups appealed the proposed 
Augur Creek timber sale in the Deadhorse 
Rim RA of the Fremont NF. In a supreme 
effort to reach a compromise, environmen- 
talists offered to relax environmental con- 
straints on cutting to protect the few remain- 
ing roadless areas. The meeting ended in 
stalemate. 

The Fremont is one of the most heavily 
logged National Forests in the nation, with 


far less than 10% of the forest still roadless. 

After huddling briefly with his staff, the 
Fremont Supervisor responded to the offer 
by announcing that even relaxed constraints 
could not supply the needed timber — with- 
out opening up the remaining RAs. It was an 
admission that so much of the Fremont has 
already been nuked that relaxing constraints 
along roads and creeks now cannot fill the 
gap. The Fremont Forest Plan has since been 
appealed. 

EF!ers should write Supervisor Gros- 
sarth and demand that the FS publicly admit 
that the Fremont has been overcuttlng for 
many years. Letters should demand that 
remaining RAs remain roadless to protect 
remnant wildlife habitat on the Fremont. 
Write Supervisor Orville Grossarth, Fremont 
NF, Lakevlew, OR 97630. 

—Mark Gaffney, Chiloquin, OR 

ed. note: The following is from the FS memo. 
Please remember that this memo is not for public 
consumption, as we would not want to offend the 
august Orville Grossarth. 

Subject: Roadless Area Entry forTimber Sales 
To: Ted Yarosh and District Rangers 

As we have been discussing we are 
having problems in meeting our timber ASQ 
as allocated in the LMP. Because of this 
situation, I feel we must enter roadless areas 
(those allocated to timber management) at a 
faster .ate than we originally anticipated.... 

With this letter, I am requesting that 
you develop a long term timber plan that 
would have at least one timber sale in a 
roadless area each fiscal year for the next 
eight to ten years. For FY 93, you could 
consider two sales if it appears feasible and 
appropriate. For your consideration I have 
attached the roadless area entry portion of 
my July 20, 1990 DG note which contains 
mycomments. [It lists sales by Roadless Areas: 
FY 91 Deadhorse Rim, FY 92 Crane Mountain, 
FY 93 Coleman Rim and Antler, FY 94 Hanan 
Trail, FY 95 Deadhorse Rim, FY 96 Crane 
Mountain, FY 97 Coleman Rim, FY 98 Hanan 
Trail, FY 99 Deadhorse Rim.] 

There is some urgency to complete this 
task since a roadless area entry would require 
an EIS and this should be started this sum- 
mer/fall for any FY 92 sale. Please complete 
this task as soon as possible. 

— Orville D. Grossarth, Forest Supervi- 
sor 

Dear SFB, 

I am very sorry to hear the EF! Journal as 
we know it may fold. I always read the whole 
thing, i wonder If a less print-oriented gen- 
eration can really appreciate the power of 
words to bring out hidden truth, try out 
strategies and philosophies, and radicalize 
people. G.T.'s letter and poem give me some 
pause here, seeming extremely naive and, 
well, young. 

I, myself, was first turned out as an 
environmentalist, long ago, by reading Not 
Man Apart in a university library. EFJ! Is a 
more sophisticated and powerful magazine 
than Not Man Apart ever was. It hasn't been 
bound down by the necessity of having to 
present a platform, preach to the converted, 
or process the inductee. In my experience as 
environmental propagandist, organizing 
and coalition-building are not friends of 
really good writing. And in the long run- 
even a year or two — who is to say that good 
writing about animals, plants, books and 
philosophy will fail, where direct action will 
succeed? Thoughtful prose and poetry 
might unlock some deeply-buried spark in 
another heart. Let everyone try what skill 
they have — but don't dump on people who 
have done a difficult thing marvelously. 

Furthermore, there are unacknow- 
ledged benefits, I think, in reading and writ- 
ing about monkeywrenching. Even those 
who never do more than pull up a furtive 
stake feel stronger for reading about it. Fan- 
tasy is not, 1 have come to believe, a waste of 
time in the effort to change the planet. The 






world owes Dave Foreman for having exer- 
cised our First Amendment rights in Ecode- 
fense. 

I wonder if articles about actions are 
really more energizing than those about 
monkeywrenching or conservation biology. 
Don't hate me if I confess I don’t feel ener- 
gized by hearing of martyrdom: of people 
getting police records, getting kryptonlte 
locks blowtorched off their necks, getting 
punched in the stomach by pro-develop- 
ment ruffians, shoved around by dozer 
blades, taunted by ominous crowds of saw- 
wielding loggers, shot at, and so on. These 
things are painful to read about. Such a cost 
to people's bodies, minds, livelihoods, and 
such precarious victories so much of the 
time! I understand the heady feeling of 
confronting the enemy face-to-face, on one’s 
feet, identifying oneself bodily with the 
Opposition. But you only have one life, one 
mind, and one body; which lost cause will 
you expend them on, and how? 

When a movement signs onto the 
whole progressive or left platform, I believe it 
is signing onto a long-term struggle of dubi- 
ous outcome. 1 used to think, like G. T., that 
some kind of revolution was around the 
comer, but the left has been with us a long 
time, in the cramped little place the system 
makes for those who too visibly threaten it. 
After the first terror and shock 1 felt at the 
bombing of Judi Bari's car, I listened to KPFA 
(Pacifica radio in the Bay Area) to get all the 
information I could. I confess, listening to 
pundits putting this whole honor in the 
historical context of the left, I felt a creeping 
feeling of lost cause. And lost humor and lost 
joy. KPFA Is the station of lost causes — of the 
permanent opposition. 

Furthermore, if we are to join coalitions, 
the need to control or at least predict the 
public statements and behavior of members 
emerges. How did Earth First! decide to 
endorse a peace march, or a march for Uhuru 
House (an Oakland anti-racism organiza- 
tion), as has been announced on East Bay 
telephone poles? If the organization re- 
nounces tree-spiking, will it be able to keep 
individual members from monkeywrench- 
ing or indeed random vandalism? These 
needs for unity and predictability seem 
almost Impossibly complicated by the "eco- 
tenorist'' smear of the EF! name, which like 
"wobbly" or "communist” in past ages, will 
be linked in the media with every conceiv- 
able anti-social act; it may become a category 
in which anyone and everyone is put who in 
any way risks being marginalized and stig- 
matized for the sake of the environment. 

I don't see how coalition building can 
exist without compromise, sometimes on a 
very deep emotional level. Much as I admire 


Judy and Darryl's courage and creativity in 
confronting and talking to loggers — I know 
what a difficult feat of coalition-building 
that must have been — I'd say, on my most 
honest days, that 1 feel about loggers about 
the same way Paul Watson does. 

I guess the bomb that blew apart Judi 
Bari's car is going to blow apart EF! too, into 
the amoebas of Howie's metaphor. Maybe it 
has to be that way. This bombing experience 
would make anyone think that the sick thing 
is not just the relation of the human race to 
the planet, but The System, by whatever 
name. When 1 was investigated by the State 
Police in New Mexico regarding "environ- 
mental sabotage," 1 got the merest whiff of 
this impulse. It’s enough to make you want 
to volunteer for life as an openly declared 
public enemy of the system, to join hands 
with every enemy of that system, in every 
cause. But — is there joy in this? And is it 
going to work? 

The writing and example of Foreman 
and the old folks gave me a sense of fun, of 
power, of freedom, of meaning. Now the FBI 
and the Oakland Police are trying to take this 
away, from all of us. And how do we keep it? 
Let everyone try and keep it as best they can. 

— Alison Monroe, Davis CA 

Dear SFB: 

Gene Lawhorn's article "Why Earth 
First! Should Renounce Tree Spiking" con- 
tained only two arguments against spiking. 
Each argument fells both anthropocentric 
and biocentric analysis. 

First, Lawhom argues that spiking may 
injure loggers. On a humanistic level, this 
argument must fail, as all jobs have risks and 
loggers can stop logging if they do not accept 
the risk posed by spiking. Of course, there 
have been no or few injuries from spiking, so 
the risk of injury is low. 

In a biocentric context, arguments 
against spiking based on injury to humans 
can never be persuasive. Since overpopula- 
tion ensures that enough humans exist to 
continue the species, there is little biocentric 
value in individual human life. Forest habi- 
tat, however, is threatened and necessary. 
Thus, protection of the forest habitat clearly 
outweighs the risk of injury to a few loggers. 

Lawhorn's second argument is that tree 
spiking is used in propaganda against Earth 
First! and is therefore divisive. He urges the 
rejection of spiking to "help bridge the gap 
that separates workers and environmental 
activists." 

On a humanistic level, however, I sus- 
pect that many people are drawn to Earth 
First! because of the media coverage of spik- 
ing and other acts of ecotage. Spiking also 
clearly identifies those individuals with bio- 


centric concerns and motivations, and until 
recently, acted as a litmus test in determin- 
ing support for biocentric philosophy. 

Spiking's effectiveness in protecting the 
forest habitat may also be weighed against 
the detriment of having "a gap that separates 
workers and environmental activists." Since 
in this context "workers" means dwindling 
numbers of loggers, there seems to be little 
tactical advantage to any such alliance. 

In a biocentric context, divisiveness 
must be measured against the protection of 
the forest habitat. Since there is little intrin- 
sic value in human cohesiveness, the only 
value must be as a means to the end of 
habitat protection. If Lawhom means public 
relations are necessary to save habitat, it will 
be far too late for most habitat by the time 
humans reverse course. 

Spiking, on the other hand, delivers 
immediate protection to the forest habitat. 
Such protection should outweigh the alleged 
need for cohesiveness and public relations. 

The tree spiking issue clearly identifies 
anthropocentric motivations. Since Earth 
First! is (or was) dedicated to biocentrism, 
wilderness conservation and biodiversity, 
Gene Lawhom and his ilk should join the 
Sierra Club. 

— California Foremanista 
Dear EF!J, 

Foreman and Morton have it right by 
comparing the evolution of EF! with that of 
"a generalist species now differentiating" 
and with "an influx Into the gene pool by 
those more adapted to a social and economic 
justice worldview than an ecological one." I 
am of the mind that this isn't a bad thing, 
that like all evolution, you just take it as it is. 
Or move on to greener pastures, as many 
original EFIers seem to be doing. 

Earth First! is not selling out, or lost 
sight of its original goals, rather it has trans- 
formed into something else. An influx into 
the gene pool will do that. Foreman and the 
others leaving the aegis of EF! for their bio- 
centrist activities will have to be pioneers yet 
again, fighting the battle on a new front, or 
serving as anchor lest the ship be pulled 
astray. The ship is biocentrism, not EF! The 
original goals are still in place, but they now 
must share space. There are many more 
people fighting the battles EF! championed 
early on, it is thus better to differentiate, to 
focus on the different priorities, with each 
differentiated grouping working on their 
priority. If all EFIers shared the views of 
Foreman and the others the movement 
wouldn't be healthy. Nor would it have 
gained mainstream appeal. 

The philosophical differences have 
emerged due to differing perceptions of 
scale. Biocentrism is the ultimate goal, obvi- 
ously, but the differences occur over how 
fast, what tactics, what costs. Humanist 
views have likely supplanted those who fa- 
vor biocentrism first already. This is due to 
perceptions of scale in terms of time. The 
humanists seek to reach biocentrism in a 
comfortable gradation of time intervals, 
whereas the militant biocentrists (we can call 
them that can't we?) seek fundamental 
change in human behavior now. The mili- 
tants are not wrong, in fact they are right to 
push so hard for their position, yet in an 
expanded environmental movement, and in 
an expanded EF!, theirs is the minority posi- 
tion. Yet, just as when EF! first formed, theirs 
was a cutting-edge position. It still is. The 
growth and change in EF! has in no way 
eclipsed its founders and leaders, rather the 
growing EF! movement never caught up with 
the founders and the leaders in terms of 
commitment to specific goals and in com- 
mitment to sacrifice for those goals. There 
simply isn't that high a percentage of people 
who will sacrifice the way Foreman et. al. 
have for their beliefs. Just as the social 
movements in the 60s and punk in the late 
70s/early 80s were rendered impotent once 
they passed the threshold of being about 
ideas to being about fashion, so too is this the 
ultimate threat to EF!. Foreman and the 
others are smart to get out now to carry on 
their fight their way rather than waste their 
time infighting and getting no real work 
done. 

Elitist sentiments over who is right ulti- 
mately, the strict biocentrists or those more 
adapted to the social and economic justice 
worldview, serve no one. Such a question 
cannot be answered when both aims are 
noble. Those who would engage in such a 
debate are wasting valuable time, when there 
is much work to do. 

Asa green lama cousin of sorts to those 
in EF! (yet after the split in our movement — 
caused, at least in California, by a few power- 
hungry elitists who want to run for office and 
waste time and money building a party — I 
don’t know what the fuck being a green 
means anymore). I have worked with EFIers 
doing my green work, and living in decid- 
edly urban Los Angeles I would probably be 
labeled in the humanist category, an out- 
sider. But if this outsider has anything to 
offer let it be this: Earth First! the movement, 
and its instrument of communication the 


EF! Journal, are a powerful testament to the 
work of the founders to manifest in the 
public mind the passion to save this world 
from the destruction of our own hands, and 
to take direct action in doing so. Wherever 
EF! goes from this day forward, toward a 
biocentrist approach, toward a humanist 
approach, or a conjunction of the two (some 
think them inextricably intertwined in the 
first place), they are still on the front lines of 
changing the world. 

— Jeff Softley, L.A., CA 

Dear Earth First!, 

While readlngjohn Davis's note in the 
November Journal, that in the near future I 
would be receiving a notice in the mail ask- 
ing whether I wanted to receive the old or 
new Earth First!, I felt as if I were witnessing 
the end of an era. 

Like many, when I first started to sub- 
scribe to EFJ in 1985, I was a leftish social 
activist, who had worked with the anti-nu- 
clear and anti-interventionist movements 
for many years. What I sensed when I discov- 
ered Earth First!, however, was something 
new under the sun, almost like a new animal, 
or a new continent. 

As a committed humanist, I was un- 
comfortable with some of £F/’s more misan- 
thropic aspects, and wrote "Towards an Inte- 
grated Approach to Population and Justice," 
(EFJ, August 1986) which addressed some of 
them. I felt it was possible to disagree with 
certain statements people made, and still 
freely acknowledge the positive character of 
the vast portion of their work. Others dis- 
agreed, and apparently saw them as some 
sort of stain or plague that needed to be 
blotted from the face of the Earth. I know of 
one anarchist paper that was still publishing 
hate mail directed at Ed Abbey several 
months after he had passed on ('we're watch- 
ing you,' etc.). Now that's tolerance with a 
capital T! 

It seemed perfectly amazing to me that 
in the pages of EFJ everyone from hardened 
misanthropes to rainbow types to serious 
academicians were free to express their views 
without being buried under columns and 
columns of harsh criticism and name-call- 
ing, as is the custom in my tribe. Wasn't it 
Dave Foreman who said in Outside magazine 
some years back: 'We can tolerate macho 
cowboys, hippies, gays, etc. in Earth First! 
The one thing I cannot tolerate are fans of 
Wayne Newton.' 

I think this statement perhaps best 
summed up what myself and so many others 
found so refreshing about Earth First! Ironi- 
cally, though EF's principle critics made 
much of the myth that EF was controlled by 
some sort of heavily centralized 'junta,' was 
intolerant, bigoted, and so forth, anyone 
who had been to any Earth First! gathering 
knew what a farce this was. If anything, I 
think Earth First! showed us all up at our own 
game, and proved just how many outrageous 
tendencies could be tolerated under the 
same banner. Until now, that is. 

There is a passage from D.H. Lawrence, 
which I cannot locate at the moment, but he 
was describing how he felt to hear of the 
'discovery' of the south pole, I think it was. 
The gist of it was it would have been far better 
to leave it a mystery, there was nothing we 
could do to improve it, there was much we 
could do to harm it. 

Looking back, in some ways, I think 
Lawrence could have been speaking to us 
humanists who discovered Earth First! in the 
mid-80s. This was something outside the 
realm of our experience, something we could 
have learned from, if we would or could have 
left it alone. 

What did we do? Well, of course we did 
what humans always do with new things. 
We handled it and analyzed it and dissected 
it and poked it with a stick to see if it fought 
back. We squirted harsh solvents In its eyes 
to see how it would handle the shock. 

Well, as it turned out, it didn't handle it 
too well. The eccentric Earth First! of just 5 
years ago is virtually nonexistent. Instead, 
we have something that goes by the same 
name, but curiously enough, now devotes a 
great deal of its time to internal bickering and 
back-stabbing, just like us leftists do. Ain't 
progress grand! 

It would have been better, I think, if 
people like me had never discovered Earth 
First! It probably would have been better if 
you had a secret tongue, and only spoke it 
among yourselves. Because, like Antarctica, 
your feathers are now soaked in oil, your 
landscape littered with 50 gallon drums. 

Sure, you had your problems, and I 
don't doubt the early Earth First! was no 
utopia either. But it seems only fair to me 
that if cowboy misanthropes, tree worship- 
ping druids and other assorted oddballs 
wanted a place to gather and exchange 
views, they were entitled to such a place. 
Perhaps it is the irony of the 20th century, 
but I think the misanthropes had something 
to teach us all about tolerance. 

— Bill McCormick, Charlottesville, VA 
continued on page 6 
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EF!, 

I found the September edition of the 
Journal decidedly bizarre. Despite the excel- 
lent action coverage proving the vitality of 
the movement, the Journal staff and others 
tookupabout 1/3 ofthe issue whining about 
the end of EF! It seems that certain people are 
determined to drag the whole movement 
down with them. 

I'm currently pounding the western 
pavement on the EF! Grizzly Bear Revival 
Show and have been too absorbed in this to 
pay a lot of attention to all the absurd politi- 
cal Infighting and posturing occurring 
within EF! I didn’t get involved with EF! to 
argue endlessly about tactics and goals and 
political leanings. In fact I have purposefully 
avoided paying too much attention to this 
sort of crap, but I feel cynicism rising like bile 
in my throat. Goddamnit, SNAP OUT OF IT! 
Get back to the real work or we truly have had 
it. EF! is becoming so concerned with the 
image of the movement that we are spending 
more energy on this than on defending the 
planet. We haven’t got time for such drivel. 

Nothing irks me more than endless 
debate and bickering in lieu of action. Is 
anyone with me? Will it be arguments or 
actions? I don’t give a damn what we call 
ourselves, EF! or Toads From Hell, so long as 
we act effectively in defense of Earth and not 
our own egos and agendas. 

I ’ll quit whining now, but let us take our 
lesson from the Shawnee blockaders and get 
down to it . 

— Phil Knight 

Dear EF! Journal, 

Your last issue was great. I read it from 
cover to cover. Scandal and infighting 
doesn't save any wilderness, but it sure 
makes good reading. Why don't you con- 
sider a spin-off publication solely devoted to 
bickering and expose? What people really 
want is gossip, not news. 

Seriously though, the issue was good — 
really good. Why? It made me really realize 
how many subtly different and yet rational 
ways there are of looking at the same subject. 

A movement that tolerates such diversity can 
survive — even if it is not as a single unit. You 
need people that are willing to take direct 
action with no compromise — yes, that is the 
core of it. That's what Earth First! needs. But 
what the Earth itself needs is more than that 
— it needs a change in the hearts and minds 
of the vast multitudes. It needs a paradigm 
shift towards biocentrism, or something like 
it. I think that wildly divergent views within 
Earth First! and even its fragmentation is 
somehow part of that process. 

— Karla Jamir, Alexandria, VA 

E magazine's interview with my ol' 
friend Dave Foreman plays into the hands of 
those who would discredit and dismiss 
"Earth First!’’, both outside the movement 
(the FBI, and exploitive corporations, and 
compromising environmental organiza- 
tions) and within. 

I’ve been involved with the diverse EF! 
movement for years, organizing and partici- 
pating in literally hundreds of demonstra- 
tions in defense of the last wild places. As a 
contributing writer and artist for the EF! 
Journal, I've watched the evolution of ethical 
resistance and the re-making of a tribe. 
Never intended as a homogeneous group, EF! 
has unified around a common, singular pri- 
ority: the Earth organism, en toto, comes 
first, ahe ad of the narrowly defined hu man 
agenda. y >low called "deep ecology**;- o u r - 
ethos stems from the "sacred world-view" of 
primal peoples still in touch with the soul of^ 
the land , flhe splnt or Ehi is defined bV UUr* 
diversity, autonomy, and nonviolent escala- 
tion in the face ofthe impending destruction 
of the entire biological fabric. To answer 
Dave, yes! — Earth First the priority, and 
Earth First! the tribe should and will survive 
attacks by both the exploitive, dominant 
system, and the divisive gestures of depart- 
ing "leaders." The tr tb o Ts-aljye! 

Foreman has my lasting gratitude for 
his contributions to our biocentric struggle, 
and his fiery speeches were instrumental in 
my personal "activation". His rules for radi- 
cals and attendant dress code, however, have 
been flatly rejected by the movement. I’m 
tired of reading in every national magazine 
(and page after page of the last Journal ) whin- 
ing attacks on EFlers. “California hippies"? 
here's never been more than a coupli 
rednecks for wilderness” at any action, and' 
ose willing to risk arrest for the Earth come| 
•predominantly from the alternative culture 
"Leftists”? No! We are, however, "triballsts" 
tired of apologizing for remarks made by 
media-created "leaders" construed as sexist, 
racist, or fascist. As deep ecologists, we can- 
not accept the validity of artificial bounda- 
ries (whether defining token wilderness ar- 


.eas, or blocking the migration of "hispanic 
I hordes"). We cannot accept a set of rules and 
an '80s dress code that purports to limit us. 
Deep ecology describes the inextricable 
connection between all elements of a living, 
breathing planet. Likewise, we recognize the 
inherent connection between the suppres- 
sion of women and minorities, and the sup- 
pression of other lifeforms; between toler- 
ance of nonutilitarian wilderness and toler- 
ance of our own imminent re-wilding. 

We seek no common platform, no uni- 
fied party line. Like Martin Luther King, we 
are less a victim of extremists and FBI than of 
those "more devoted to order than to justice. 
. . who constantly say 'I agree with the goal 
you seek, but I cannot agree with your meth- 
ods."’ 

There is no conflict between mon- 
keywrenchlng and civil disobedience, revo- 
lution and restoration biology. Spirituality 
without manifestation is indulgent and 


diced in that I am a science buff. However, 
education of its human inhabitants is ex- 
tremely important to the survival of the 
Earth. When I read one of those articles or 
books, I pass on the information I have 
learned to others. This, in turn, prevents 
(admittedly in a small way) destruction and 
ignorance of the planet that would have 
otherwise occurred. 

Tribal Lore Is a tremendous help to this 
avid letter-writer. Occasionally, I am asked 
by other groups or organizations to let them 
know what they, as groups, can to to help the 
Earth. 1 just turn to my latest Tribal Lore and 
give them several tidbits of what horrors are 
occurring and what to do about it. 

As far as the "action” controversy goes, 
I admire those who prarticiprate in direct ac- 
tion and heartily support them and partici- 
pate myself, though not to the degree most 
of them do. However, It doesn't assist me in 
educating myself, educating others or pier- 



CHRISTMAS IN THE REDWOODS 



fiia 

ti 


lank ruptl Likewise, direct action without 
seftsfoFtne sacred emulates the mindset and 
methodology of the dominant 
^,sk me women and men shilactlve in 
movement for a more accurate reprort on its 
health. No flag-waving. No flag-burning, 
i I'm moved by the Rendezvous image of 
| hundreds of activists at the Tribal Unity 
Dance, celebrating their magical empower- 
itment. The jovous cause. The good dance. 

1 y — Lone Wolf Circles, Reserve, NM 

Dear SFB: 

I had hoped I'd be able to avoid writing 
about this, but now it seems this'll be my 
only chance, I must. Some Earth FirstSers 
think burning the flag is a trivial issue. I 
strongly disagree, the first indication of 
cultural sensitivity is resp>ect for manners. 
Burning the flag, while It does absolutely 
nothing for preserving wilderness or bio- 
diversity, does alienate a large number of 
Americans. 

Specifically, it rankles the sizeable veter- 
ans community, of which I am a member. It 
gives politicians like George bush an issue 
that they can get elected on. In short, it has 
no place among members of the environ- 
mental movement, radical or otherwise. 

We talk a lot about toilet training indus- 
try. Ralph Nader used those very words as a 
description of Big Green, an initiative on the 
*\,Califomla ballot, when he came to the UC 
'^Berkeley campus. It’s time we toilet trained 
the people who will be working with us on 
our campaigns. 

I have seen several disappointing cam- 
paigns where spontaneity and anarchy were 
placed first, and Earth second. I don't want 
this trend to continue. 
p^Dermis Fritzlngehj 

Dear Everybody: 

I have been a "member" of EF! and a 
subscriber to the Journal for several years and 
felt compelled to comment on some of the 
problems covered In the last Issue. 

1. My thanks to the present and past 
staffsofth e Journal. I hate to see it change. To 
me, the valuable portions of the Journal are 
(a) conservation biology articles, (b) Tribal 
Lore, and (c) book reviews. 

As to the book reviews, there are books 
being published that I would not hear of 
were it not for your paper. It may be boring 
for some, but it doesn't take up that much 
sprace and is irreplaceable. 

As to the biology articles, I am preju- 


By Claus Sievert . 

forming any action to help the Earth by 
reading about a demonstration performed 
by someone hundreds of miles away. The 
benefit of these articles is the demonstrators 
seeing their own names and pictures in the 
pap>er which they can show to their friends. 
It is Inspirational to the rest of us, but only to 
a small degree. It's fun, but I must admit that 
I don't have time to read every article and 
usually skip those. 

Someone ACTUALLY said there were 
"too many long, tedious science articles" and 
"not enough pictures"? Need I say more? 
What is the Journal supposed to be — a comic 
book? 

2. I am a rabid feminist. I do not 
prarticiprate in my local EF!, as one of the main 
movers-and-shakers in the L.A. EF! has 
treated me in a sexist and offensive manner. 
I cannot work with this prerson. However, 
this occurred recently relative to my long- 
standing relationship with EF!. Ido not need 
a local group and can be effective without it. 

I respect the work that L.A. EF! does and 
would not think of going in and trying to 
shake it up. 

I work on my own and with feminist 
organizations on antipatriarchal causes. 
That's what they're there for. Earth First! is 
there for another reason. 

There are organizations set up to com- 
bat sexism, racism, animal rights and vege- 
tarianism. We don’t need another one. 
Anyone who is concerned with these matters 
should join organizations which are con- 
cerned with same. NOW and the NAACP 
don't print articles about cattle grazing or 
spotted owls in their newsletters. As to 
animal rights, anti-sp>eciesism is the height 
of animal welfare philosophy. EF! hasalways 
been strongly anti-spreciesist. What more do ; 
we need? As to vegetarianism, while it may 
be admirable, it is speciesist and is best left 
out of EF! 

3. I am sorry to See the "old guard" 
leave. They brought a certain something I 
won't even try to define to the movement 
and will be sorely missed. I worry about the 
general tone of the new EF! 

I hopre Dave Foreman will keep a mail- 
ing list of those of us who have been around 
for a few years and will keep us pxssted on any 
new movement he will start in the future. 
Otherwise, Dave, please start a new mailing 
list with my name. 

In short, I embraced EF! because I didn't 
want the Sierra Club and read the Journal 
because I didn't want People Magazine. It 


seems the current majority of EFlers doesn’t 
agree with me. Thank you for the informa- 
tion, inspiration and the laughs you've given 
me over the years, and I wish you all the best 
in the future and hopre I hear from and of you 
in the years to come. 

— Frances Longmire, Los Angeles, CA 

Hey! Listen up — 

I’m mad as hell! I spent a year and a half 
of my young male life searching for someone 
else who felt the same as I did (later, I found 
out, biocentric). Then, lo and behold, I 
found the Journal. Not just a prerson, an 
entire newspaper! Reading my first issue 
(May 1) was sheer ecstasy. 

But, I was (am) disturbed by the appar- 
ent hyprocrisy shown In the public lands 
grazing = welfare ranching dispnite. Yes, it is 
wrong for "our" government to subsidize the 
destruction of the American West, but It is 
also wrong to support the subsidy by eating 
the beef produced, kd lang is right. Meat 
stinks! 

On another note, I nearly lost my cru- 
elty-free lunch when I read J.P. Bernhard's 
"As the Slzzleworm Sizzles." I quote, "Skin- 
ning and gutting a rattler is an easy nearly 
odorless job. When that's done you whack 
'em up into six inch pieces", etc., etc. That's 
not even factory food, or exotic shoot-to-kill 
game birds, that's honest to goodness, in- 
digenous All-American rattler. How can one 
actively promote biodiversity when one is 
busy eating it? Don’t talk with your mouth 
full of shit. OK? 

Now I'm a nice guy. I don’t mean any 
harm but if I HEAR ONE MORE BLEEDING 
HEART CRY FOR SAWMILL WORKERS, I 
think I may just lose. The Nazis in Dachau 
were just following orders, right? Same prin- 
ciple. I don't want to hurt anyone but I'd , 
rather shoot a human than an indigenous 
white-tailed deer. Maim a p>oor, innocent 
sawmill worker than see one more coyote in 
a leg-hold trap. I'm sick of this sympathy 
shit! 

So, for the record, I'm for spiking every 
tree in the U.S., torching every Caterpillar, 
closing every sawmill, and stopping all those 
innocents from butchering trees. 

Now then, if some of you want to sit in 
a circle, hold hands, smoke grass, and wish 
everything away, that's fine. Go on a hunger 
strike. BUT YOU DAMN WELL BETTER 
LEAVE MY RADICAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
JOURNAL ALONE! Got it? 

— Buffalo Dreamin’ in Topreka 

Kill the guards! 

I wUl confess now at the outset that I 
shed no tears over the recent resignations of 
certain prominent prersons. It's been awfully 
boring listening to reactionary whining. 
Now that's done, hopjefully, but we’re only 
halfway home. As some folks are packing 
their bags, others are waiting to move in and 
redecorate. I say bum the house down, and 
let's live outdoors for awhile. 

This whole hoopla seems to derive from 
some people's attachment to media image 
and public perception. The old guard 
doesn’t want to be viewed as woo -woo leftie 
reformers and the new guard doesn't want to 
be viewed as Insensitive redneck assholes. To 
hell with that! I don’t give two hoots what 
America thinks Earth First! is. It doesn’t 
affect my work in the world. It only affects 
people who are making a personal career out 
of "representing" Earth First!. All that these 
folks give me is headaches. Let's throw the 
bastards out! 

When I first saw the renouncement of 
tree spiking by a handful of "organizers” in 
California, I read it as their resignation from 
the movement. But I'd like them to make it 
more explicit, just so we don't have to listen 
to them anymore. Let's have one more 
excrement issue with the last statements and 
formal resignations of everyone who signed 
that renouncement. It won't be any great 
loss, since all their recent activism that I 
know of has been calling media friends from 
their offices. They- might as well get jobs. 

That will leave Earth First! to the wolves, 
as the saying goes; it will leave it to pieople 
who don't care about their national image 
because they are too busy working on cam- 
paigns or sleeping under old trees, as if all the 
excited media garbage had nothing to do 
with the real world of sagebrush, stars, 
bearshit and bison. It is a garrulous bunch, 
an ugly crowd, a mixed blessing. I for one am 
not inclined to overlook others' faults, such 
as racism, sexism, or socialism, but we can 
deal with it; I won't split with anyone just 
because I'm embarrassed by them in front of 
a TV. Smash the media! and kill the guards, 
kill the old guard, kill the new guard, kill 
every guard you meet, kill all the guards! 
Let's live wild for our little time, and then die, 
with dignity. 

— Simon "ConSafos" Zaprotes 

Dear Earth somewhere in th Top 10!ers: 

Now that those damn Foremanlstas are 
headed towards extinction, we'll need more 
of us, so please quit printin those 'no more 
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Jamie Sayen debates an EnCop over the fate of Tract Pond, while a would-be pond-poisoning crew 
attempts to launch their boat. 


Tract Pond . . . 


continued from page 1 

exempted under state wetlands law. Also, 
October 15 is the last date rotenone may be 
legally used. Injunctions had pushed the 
date beyond that. Trout Unlimited then 
became Involved, on the side of the state, 
which delayed the hearings that could have 
stopped pond reclamation altogether. Up to 
this point, Nellie, Betsy, and one other pond 
had already been poisoned. PAW and Legal 
Action for Animals hoped to stop DEC from 
also doing in Dry Mountain and Tract Ponds. 

Jeff returned to the trailhead and met 
Officer Jarvis, a notorious lawbreaker report- 
edly disliked even by many in the police 
force. "And don't you dump any shit on the 
equipment," Jarvis warned. Apparently 
wood sprites had showered the supplies with 
butyric acid, leaving a vile stench. 

Jeff went down to meet Jamie, who was 
paddling around in the pond wearing his 
salmon hat. Jamie looked up to see the boat 
plug from the DEC rowboat land in his boat. 
Jeff grilled Bill Biostitute and his assistant on 
pond ecology as they readied their equip- 
ment. "The biologist couldn’t answer shit 
about pond ecology," Jeff later said. 

Pond Reclamation 
Is Not Restoration 

The following are some of the problems 
with pond reclamation: 

* The poisons used in pond reclamation are 
not species specific and therefore destroy life 


beyond the scope of the perceived problem. Non- 
target victims include salamanders, crayfish, 
aquatic insects, nematodes, leaches, phyto- 
plankton, and zooplankton. 

* Habitat destruction through out-of-region 
factors (e.g., global warming and acid deposi- 
tion) is unraveling the biotic systems of the 
Northeastern United States. Healthy ecosystems 
are best able to respond and adapt to these factors 
because of their stability and diversity. Reclama- 
tion drastically reduces the diversity, and there- 
fore the stability, of aquatic ecosystems. 

* The ponds in question show normal and 
healthy populations. Suckers, dace, and chubs 
are the prey base for a healthy trout population. 

* Reclamation is only effective for five to ten 
years before natural and human-made factors 
mitigate the process by reestablishing diversity. 
A niche will not remain unoccupied. If a pond 
has low diversity it is because the pond is poor in 
trophic levels and very susceptible to ecological 
crashes. Simplistic systems are unstable and 
lack resiliency. 

* Pond reclamation is the destruction of life, 
not restoration. Reclamation is to a pond what 
the Exxon Valdez was to Prince William Sound 
— except Exxon did that by accident. 

While Jeff was verbally agitating on 
shore, Jamie paddled toward the men carry- 
ing the DEC boat down to the shore. He 
paddled up close, as his objective was to 
prevent the poisoning. The boat motor was 
attached and gear hauled down to the boat. 
The EnCops yelled to get out of the way. 
Jamie responded "you’re not going to poison 
this pond!" The cops started to get aggres- 
sive. One of the cops slammed the rowboat 
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babies' articles. Ya see, doodoo is my busi- 
ness (it may be shit to you, but it's my bread 
and butter!). I need people shlttin in toilets 
cause I produce, assemble, an install waste- 
water treatment systems. Therefore, more 
people means I'll always have a job — Labor 
First! Which brings up another point . . . 
concrete. I work at a batchplant an I need 
sand, gravel, an portland cement, so please 
quit printin those 'repeal th 1872 minin law' 
articles. Shit, how can 1 help all those 
YUMPies move into th forests if I can't get 
supplies at a decent price? An speakin of 
minin, please quit printin those 'stop pum- 
ice mines'articles. Shit, if I can’tuse lavasoap 
to get the 'crete off my hands from buildin all 
these tanks for all those people, I'm liable to 
trash my stonewashed dungarees. I don't 
like bein wasteful. . . 

These are th real issues — jobs an their 
interconnectedness to th planet! 

— Monee MacHine, Nohabitat, VA 

POINTS OF CONSIDERATION re THE 
GREAT EARTH FIRST! DEBATE 

1) The editor, and others in the editorial 
group of the Earth First! Journal, have been 
' thin skinned in their response to criticism. 
My own view, based on several years of 
subscribing to this journal, is that critical 
commentary was suppressed because of the 
viewpoint that such commentary was "divi- 
sive” and a distraction from the practical 
work. There was little understanding that 
critical discussion was needed, providing it 
was in the context of building the move- 
ment. 

t 2) It is wrong for those who are being 

( criticized in Earth First! to walk away. The 
Journal, for example, whatever its faults, has 
provided needed leadership to the Earth 
First! movement. Walking away is actually 
cutting off the head of a movement which 
has fundamentally challenged the American 


/ rape of the natural world and ihspired a 
I number of people to action. Agents of Repres- 
• sion, the book on the FBI by Ward Churchill 
and Jim VanderWall, a recommended EF! 
reading, shows that this police agency has 
exploited differences and egos in opposi- 
tional movements in order to destroy them. 
Earth First! is such a movement. So anyone 
who has become influential in EF! should be 
very tolerant of differences and take the high 
road. Personally, I can admire reported ac- 
tions by some "high profile" Earth Firstlers, 
but there is no way I would want to spend 
any time with them. The way a few of these 
people write, comes through as arrogant and 
self serving. A secondary point is that a 
person can make a contribution through 
having put their body on the line for wilder- 
ness, wildlife or the defense of biodiversity, 
but be quite backward in their political or 
social views, or in their understanding of the 
necessity of diversity from an intellectual 
viewpoint. It can never only be one way 
forward. 

3) Earth First! should welcome all those 
with a biocentric perspective and who want 
to do some work to advance this. EF! is not 
a social club for what we call in Canada, 
"floppers", who have nothing else to do with 
their lives. Yet it Is important to not ask 
someone to do more than she or he is pre- 
pared to do at a particular time. Commit- 
ment grows with involvement. 

4) People come into the environmental 
movement from across the political spec- 
trum. There is nothing wrong with this. But 
contrary to some who seem to have come 
from a right-of-center political position, 
socialists or communists can have a biocen- 
tric perspective. To label, as has been done, 

Criticism as "leftist", is merely to reflect the 
general anti-communist sentiments which 
are part of mindless America. (Socialism is a 
human-centered perspective but so Is capi- 
talism as an economic or political philoso- 
phy.) There has been a general anti-left 
hostility among some "leading" Earth 
Firstlers. In my opinion, this has not only 
been stupid but helped promote the human- 


into Jamie’s canoe. A cop in the rowboat 
reached out and grabbed the canoe, yelling 
about Jamie interfering. However, Jamie's 
only purpose was to interfere with the 
dumping of the rotenone and that was still 
20 yards up on the bank. 

On shore Jeff was told by EnCop Jarvis 
to stay put. Jeff moved out on a mossy, 
watery hummock jutting out into the pond. 
Jarvis yelled "stay right there!" Jeff was now 
only arms length from the canoe and Jamie. 

Jamie argued with the cops who had a 
hold on the canoe and were dragging it in. 
"Move or be arrested, " they told him. When 
Jamie stood up, the cop said he was under 
arrest. Action then shifted to the shore. 

Jeff was explaining to the cops how you 
can't arrest a person who hasn’t done any- 
thing yet when EnCop Jarvis lost his temper 
and grabbed him. Jeff lost his balance on the 
unstable hummock was very unstable and 
began to fall. He reached down to stop his 
fall onto a downed tree. When Jarvis 
couldn't pull Jeff up, he pushed him into the 
pond. Then Jarvis fell In too. 

Jamie, Bill, and the reporter watched in 
horror as Jarvis forced Jeff's head down into 
the water. Jarvis, by the way, was of great 
size. "It looked like the guy was trying to 
drown Jeff," Jamie said later. A second cop 
entered the water and pounced on Jeff. The 
two cops dragged him out and 15 feet up the 
grade. They dropped him face down in the 
moss, where he lay motionless. 

The cop about to arrest Jamie told him 
to move up the hill. "If you want to protest 
go to Saudi Arabia," one of the semi-literate 
cops bellowed. 

Accompanying Jamie back up the trail 
were two of the cops. No other witnesses 
went with them as everyone else was by the 
pond where Jeff still lay face down. Two to 
three minutes down the trail Jamie and the 
cop started arguing. The cop halted them, 
obviously unable to handle himself, and 
shoved Jamie, yelling at him, "put your 
hands on that tree!" Jamie hugged the tree. 
The cop was screaming at this point, "hands 
behind, feet spread!" He went berserk and 
grabbed Jamie’s ankles to physically force 
them apart, causing Jamie's head to scrape 
down the tree as his feet went out from under 
him. When his head hit bottom, he gashed 
his chin, later requiring six stitches. Jamie 
landed with one hand behind his back. The 
cop dropped on top of him demanding the 
other hand, shaking and screaming "If you 
say another word I'll break you.” 

“All I know,” Jamie later said, "was that 
I went into the woods without handcuffs on 
and no blood on me. When I came out I was 
cuffed and bleeding." When he reached the 
road Jamie turned to the second cop who was 
escorting and watching the whole time. 
"Did you see an act of violence against me?" 
Jamie asked. "I didn't see anything, " the cop 


muttered. At this point Jamie did not know 
that he would be charged with felony assault 
on the cop who attacked him. 

Back by the pond Jarvis wrenched Jeff s 
arm up behind him. Jeff had a knee in his 
back and was tightly handcuffed as he was 
pulled to his feet. He fell to his knees due to 
theblindingpain in his arm and wrists. After 
negotiating, they loosened the cuffs and Jeff 
agreed to walk out with Jarvis. 

Sitting soaking wet in the police car 
with Jeff, Jarvis suddenly complained of his 
aching shoulder, calmly stating "yeah, what 
I have is a dislocated shoulder." This was to 
be the so-called evidence of assault. Both 
Jarvis and the cop who abusedjamie checked 
themselves into the hospital the next morn- 
ing for "dislocated shoulder" and "aggra- 
vated gall bladder condition." 

Jamie subsequently requested hospital 
care for the gash in his face. Jeff spent one 
and one half days cold and wet in his cell 
before he dried out and wanned up. Bail was 
set at $5000 each. Reportedly, die district 
attorney was supposed to drop the bail and 
possibly reduce the fabricated charges; but 
being up for reelection against a conservative 
who made the issue of cracking down on 
criminals the focus of the race, he reneged 
and bail and charges stood. 

Both Jamie and Jeff are now out on bail 
and recovering. A trial date has not as of this 
writing been set. 

Tract Pond lost many of its inhabitants 
that day. "Conservation officers" showed 
their true faces as they assisted In the biocide 
and fabricated serious charges against the 
two committed activists. However, in losing 
the battle, PAW may have won the war. 
Rumor has it that Governor Cuomo has told 
the DEC to stop its pond poisoning for the 
year; and PAW has generated enough public 
sentiment against the DEC'S pond killing 
that the agency will think twice before re- 
newing such efforts next year. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 

‘Write Thomas Jorling, DEC Commis- 
sioner, Albany, NY 12224 and demand an 
investigation of the incident that is rail- 
roading these activists toward incarcera- 
tion. 

‘Write NY Governor Mario Cuomo with 
the same concerns at Executive Chamber, 
State Capitol, Albany NY 12224 (518-474- 
8390). 

‘As bail money interests and lawyer costs 
rise, contributions are needed. Send to 
PAW, RFD 1, Box 530, North Stratford NH 
03590. Jeff Elliott and Jamie Sayen, as you 
may know, write for EFI Journal, put out 
the Glacial Erratic, attend hearings, file 
injunctions, speak for an untold numbers 
of species, and put their bodies on the line 
as full time Earth defenders throughout 
New Hampshire, Vermont, Maine, and 
New York. They deserve our utmost sup- 
port. 


dons are shared by many who have watched 
EF! grow and evolve. Possible, you may be 
experiencing those feelings of the parent 
watching their offspring divert from those 
parental expectations to go out and fulfill 
their own needs. Certainly, the movement 
has grown In number and diversity, and it is 
logical that such would happen. 

Growing up in the traditional Midwest, 
I was never exposed to others with a sense of 
environmental balance. The EF! Journal has 
provided support for many, like me, who 
need that sense of community and support 
to hold onto those untraditional values 
while laboring under the dominant para- 
digm of anthropocentrism. I am concerned 
for myself, at the philosophical diversion of 
the movement’s original premise — Earth 
First! and ecotheism. 

And possibly the most disturbing devel- 
opment is the recent emphasis upon person- 
alities rather than issues. I have never met 
any of you all, personally (though someday 
I would like to). I have objected to many 
ideas and disagreed with others, but would 
not allow those ideas determine a bias about 
the authors as personalities. From a psychi- 
atric perspective, the relegation of issues as 
secondary to the personalities involved is 
Immature. 

Your decision to end your duties with 
EF!J is healthy. Like a child that develops its 
own personality and goals, EF! has grown 
and evolved into something with which you 
can no longer identify and may no longer 
believe. It sounds like you are now prepared 
to let It evolve as it will, and return to the 
philosophy, life, and activities with which 
you began. I While it may be painful, it is 
certainly adaptive. And mother earth has 
shown us that adaptation is the trait most 
necessary for healthy survival. 

My only concern is for those of us who 
have benefitted so dearly from the efforts 
and support of the original EF! philosophy. 

Please stay in touch. We need you. 

— Brent Bolyard, San Antonio, TX 


centered social ecology position as being 
concerned with the “larger" picture. Yet EF! 
has to be concerned with this expanded 
vision, if wilderness, wildlife and biodiver- 
sity are to have a chance. America is the 
contemporary imperial power in the world, 
using the military, technology, economic 
power and crass "culture", to impose its will. 
Capitalism does promote endless growth 
and a consumerism without end. What this 
means for the soul and practice of Earth First! 
has to be a major concern, not dismissed as 
leftist anthropocentrism. 

5) Re coalition building We need to 
raise the alternative vision of relating to the 
Natural World and then a major concern has 
to be how to implement this. Implementa 
tion requires coalition building but is secon 
dary to the first task. Coalitions are fine if 
they take the preservation of the ecological| 
integrity of the planet as the primary task. 
But social justice is onlvpossible in a context 


' of ecological justice. We should strive for 
alliances, but it is wrong to give up funda- 
mental beliefs, or proven tactics which have 
gven individuals an opportunity to make a 
difference. 

6) It is very hard to establish an opposi- 
tional movement in America. But Earth 
First! has done this. Large numbers of people 
have come forward and been prepared to 
make sacrifices for non-human life forms. 
This has been a real achievement and has 
become a threat to those who look on the 
Earth as a warehouse of "resources" waiting 
to be exploited and put to human use. This 

is nri tlmp walfr away 

^LdDavid Ortorh Saltsprings, N.S., Can- 




An open letter to the good folks on the staff 
at EF!J: 

It was with great dismay that I read of 
your impending resignations from the jour- 
nal staff. Your services and talents will be 
greatly missed. 

I was struck with the degree of pain and 
anguish which was displayed in your editori- 
als of the September edition. Your frustra- 
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Grazing in National Parks 



Cattle grazing in El Malpais National Monument. 


continued from page 1 

units historic ranching damage lingers 
(Yosemite, Canyonlands, and Petrified For- 
est, for example). Some ranchers with allot- 
ments on NPS lands — and even some with- 
out — are granted permission to trail live- 
stock across NPS lands. 

Most NPS stockmen pay the same mi- 
cro-fee charged other federal permittees 
under the Public Rangelands Improvement 
Act formula — $1.81 in 1990, or about 1/5 
fair market value. Also, as with other BLM 
and FS permittees, the government sponsors 
nearly all of their range developments and 
guarantees construction and maintenance 
of any range "improvements" deemed neces- 
sary for continued ranching. NPS reports 
indicate that NPS spends millions of tax 
dollars each year on or because of ranching 
— at least several times what it takes in from 
grazing fees. Many of these reports complain 
of fiscal waste on ranching management, 
personnel tied up with ranching matters, 
overgrazing and structural damages to Parks, 
and cattle in campgrounds and other tourist 
areas. 


. . . there is no authorized cattle grazing in 
the park . . . There are inholdings of private 
land and many acres of private and public 
land along Zion's boundaries where grazing is 
permitted. Maintaining fence along the 
boundary is a large task. Although we have a 
very good fence crew, it needs to be bigger to 
completely exclude cattle. We also badly need 
additional managers to patrol for cattle 
trespass and other violations. 

— Harold L. Grafe, Superintendent, 
Zion National Park, Utah, 8-18-89 letter 


Rivaling and perhaps even surpassing 
permitted ranching as a problem on Na- 
tional Park Service lands Is trespass grazing. 
The Parks' relatively lush vegetation is a 
magnet for nearby hungry livestock, which 
commonly break through fences or come 
through open gates, perhaps with a little 
help from their owners. Ranchlands border 
nearly all Parks in the West and the thou- 
sands of miles of protective fences in often 
rugged terrain are difficult and expensive for 
NPS to maintain. Thus, the job descriptions 
of many NPS employees, even in "ungrazed" 
Parks, include patrolling for trespassing live- 
stock; closing gates; chasing cattle, sheep, 
and horses out of tourist areas; rounding up, 
moving, and caring for trespass animals; 
repairing developments and mitigating en- 
vironmental impacts; dealing with permit- 
tees; and building and mending fence. 

Most Parks in the West report problems 
from trespass livestock. A 1986 project state- 
ment by Kings Canyon National Park in 
California, for example, states that impacts 
from trespassing cattle include, "trampling 
of wetlands, conversion of grass to feces, 
formation of cattle trails, extra erosion, fecal 
deposition in streams, and destruction of 
sedges . . ." The statement requests 
"5300,000 for the first year and 520,000/yr 
thereafter for increased patrol and fence 
maintenance." A similar statement by Or- 
gan Pipe Cactus National Monument in 
southern Arizona requests 5 1 95,000 for fenc- 
ing, patrolling, and other management due 
to “serious” trespass problems “which could 
multiply manifold" if protective measures 
are not taken. At world-famous Grand Can- 
yon National Park, officials state that tres- 
pass grazing has caused changes in soil, na- 
tive wildlife, and vegetation; they likewise 
request more protective fencing. In north- 
western California's Redwood National Park, 
117 cattle and horses were reported to have 
trespassed 1170 acres in 1984 (the latest 
figures available); recently $22,000 was ex- 
pended there to modify 4 miles of the bound- 
ary fence because Elk were dying on it. And 
so on. 

Roughly half of all Western Parks are 
trespassed more or less regularly by livestock 
from adjacent public and private lands, or 
from NPS allotments themselves. The Rocky 
Mountain Region of NPS repiorts in its Sum- 
mary of Livestock Grazing for 1987 that live- 
stock trespassed 1 1 of its 14 grazed units and 
ate 8% as much herbage as permitted ani- 
mals. However, as with other federal lands, 
officially recorded amounts probably repre- 
sent only a small fraction of actual trespass. 
I have several times witnessed trespassing 
cattle or sheep which were undiscovered or 
Ignored or later chased out of Parks without 
official recognition. 


Wyoming's U.S. Senator Clifford Hansen held, 
in the Tetons, the largest grazing permit in all 
the Park Service — for S69 cattle. The permit 
had originated as trespass grazing in clear 
violation of federal law years before. The 
record was clear — the Park Service would 
have to enforce its own laws and regulations 
and cancel Hansen's permit and others like it. 

. . . The chief ranger was a tall, experienced 
man who carefully read my memorandum 
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before he called me into his office. He clapped 
a fatherly hand on my shoulder and looked 
both concerned and sympathetic. "Young 
man," he said, ‘I don't care what you find in 
those records; as long as Cliff Hansen sits on 
the Senate Interior Committee, we ain't going 
to fuck with his cows." 

— Bernard Shanks, This Land Is Your 
Land (1984) 


Here’s the ranching situation on several 
NPS units: 

In Wyoming's Grand Teton National 
Park 24,000 acres are grazed by 1600 cattle 
owned by 8 permittees. Most of this acreage 
is in the beautiful, grassy, and profitable 
Snake River Valley; political string pulling 
secured continued ranching here. Park visi- 
tors are encouraged to view the overgrazing 
cattle, fences, and other range developments 
as part of the natural scenery. 

Southern Utah's Zion National Park, 
world-renowned for its spectacular canyons 
and colorful rock formations, hosts a private 
cattle ranch within its boundaries, with 
guaranteed access, though none of the Park 
is legally grazed. An adjacent permittee 
drives herds of cattle through part of the Park 
each spring. Reports show that in 1987, 200 
trespassing cattle grazed 1 200 AUMs on 5400 
Park acres, upsetting fragile riparian corri- 
dors and desert ecology. Herds of sheep also 
trespass Zion’s verdant high country, but 
litde of this is officially recognized or chal- 
lenged. 

The recently created, largely overgrazed 
Great Basin National Park in east-central 
Nevada would have encompassed hundreds 
of thousands of acres of basin and range if it 
had been meant to truly represent the Basin 
and Range province. Under pressure from 
stockmen the proposed Park's size was re- 
duced until all that remained was 77,100 
acres — all in the steep mountains, with the 
least productive rangeland. Thus Great Ba- 
sin National Park contains no basin! Lan- 
guage in the Park bill — without which the 
bill probably would not have passed — al- 
lows grazing to continue at more or less pre- 
existing levels indefinitely. A Park brochure 
assures tourists that "cattle grazing [is] an 
integral part of the Great Basin scene. " It fails 
to say that visitors will see thousands of cattle 
en route to the Park and will hardly wish to 
see more, especially in the campgrounds, 
where they now graze. On the sides of the 
Park's 1 3,000 foot Wheeler Peak, you may (as 
I have) find cattle above 10,000’. 


Throughout the grazing season, we assisted 
permittees with livestock management on the 
Park as often as possible. This fostered good 
working relations with the permittees. 

— Resource Management Plan Updates, 
1989, Great Basin National Park 


Big Bend National Park in southwest 
Texas is a designated World Biosphere Re- 
serve. Historic ranching there was so de- 
structive that even now, several decades after 
being banned, much of the Park bears little 
resemblance to pre-livestock times. Al- 
though most of the Park is gradually recover- 
ing, trespassing livestock, mainly from 
Mexico, so heavily degrade the Rio Grande 
canyon that in many riparian areas cotton- 
wood regeneration is virtually nonexistent. 

Even Channel Islands National Park, off 
the southern California coast, has livestock 
problems. Ranching there is scheduled to be 
phased out over the next decade; however, 
officials report that largely from past and 
present overgrazing, all the islands have high 
rates of soil erosion. Livestock also cause 
vegetation destruction, disturbance of 
archeological sites, trail damage, and slough- 
ing of sea cliffs. 

Until a few years ago, 1800 to 2500 
cattle grazed under BLM administration 
from October to May each year over most of 
southern Utah's fantastic Capitol Reef Na- 
tional Park — on 146,393 acres in 1987. A 
century of grazing had stripped off native 
vegetation, caused serious soil erosion, dried 
up springs and creeks, severely harmed the 
few remaining riparian areas, destroyed most 
of the cryptogamic layer, and helped extir- 
pate Bighorn Sheep and other species. Cattle 
and ranching developments degraded the 
fragile desert scenery and disturbed Park 
visitors. 

When the Park was created from Capi- 
tol Reef National Monument and surround- 
ing public lands in 1971, the thirty-some 
permittees agreed to phase out grazing by 
1982. That year, however, Utah Senator Jake 
Gam and other ranching advocate politi- 
cians introduced legislation to extend graz- 
ing in the Park for the lifetimes of the permit- 
tees and their heirs. Congress compromised 
by extending grazing until 1994. The Park 
supervisor recently attempted a buy-out of 
permits, but the politicos pushed through a 
provision extending grazing for permittees 


who don't want to sell, for their lifetimes and 
those of sons and daughters living in 1971. 
Today, negotiations and generous pay-offs 
have induced most stockmen to sell "their" 
permits, but several permittees still graze the 
Park. 

Ranching in northwest Colorado's 
200,000 acre Dinosaur National Monument 
has also been reduced in recent years, ftom 
about 120,000 acres on 22 allotments to 
about 80,000 acres on 11 allotments. A 
phase-out program similar to Capitol Reefs 
allows permittee family members to retain 
grazing privileges for their lifetimes or cash 
them in, whichever they desire. As on Capi- 
tol Reef, though ranching in the Monument 
is waning, its legacy will remain for decades 
or centuries — ravaged grasslands converted 
to sage and bare dirt, devastated wildlife 
(Bighorns, for example, were extirpated 
mostly due to ranching by the early 1950s), 
depleted soil and waters, ravaged riparian 
areas, worsened flooding (which damages 
the Monument's dinosaur fossil beds), road 
cuts, and other ranching remnants. 

Black Canyon of the Gunnison Na- 
tional Monument in west-central Colorado 
encompasses a 20-mile portion of the rugged 
Gunnison River gorge and some rangeland 
above it. Several permittees run nearly 1000 
cattle on about 7000 acres (the remainder is 
inaccessible, much of it vertical). The owner 
of one ranch inholding has threatened to 
bulldoze an access road, clear brush, build 
stock ponds and ranch structures, harvest 
Christmas trees, and generally create as big 
an eyesore as possible if the Park Service 
doesn't make a lucrative offer for a scenic 
easement on his 600 acres, while he retains 
actual title. Another Monument rancher was 
recently paid 2. 1 million dollars for his 4200 
acre ranch inholding and given grazing 
privileges within the monument for 20 
years. 

Glen Canyon National Recreation Area 
spreads across 1.25 million acres in south- 
eastern Utah. Its infamous Glen Canyon 
Dam entombs some of the most wonderful 
river canyons on Earth under the dead waters 
of "Lake" Powell. Nearly one million fragile, 
arid to semi-arid NRA acres a re included in 38 
grazing allotments that could only support 
554 cattle in 1987/88 (about 1800 acres per 
animal). Most of the remaining one-quarter 
million acres is under water. Several govern- 
ment agencies are presently conducting tax- 
sponsored studies for a management plan for 
long-term livestock grazing in Glen Canyon 
NRA. 

The 1.5 million acre Lake Mead Na- 
tional Recreation Area of southernmost 
Nevada, northwest Arizona, and southwest 
Utah is host to the largest National Park 
Service ranching operation of all, covering 
about 1.1 million acres. Aside from the 
Colorado River and "Lake" Mead itself, the 
entire NRA is low-elevation, hot, arid, and 
relatively barren. An Eastern livestock pro- 
ducer might think turning cattle out on this 
burning desert a cruel joke. But the joke is 
once again on the public and its land, as well 
as the livestock. BLM resource area offices in 
Nevada, Arizona, and Utah provide ranching 
administration and assistance on the NRA 
for 20 permittees and their cattle. The huge 
bovines trample and erode the fragile desert 
soil, crash the cryptogams, and consume the 
scant greenery. They congregate around the 
area's few water sources and along the "Lake" 
Mead and Colorado River shorelines where 
they invade campgrounds and foul beaches. 
We pay to fence them out of the locations 
popnilar with tourists and a few of the most 
environmentally sensitive areas. Aside from 
the usual seasonal grazing, stockmen are 
allowed to bring their cattle into much of 
Lake Mead NRA whenever wet weather pro- 
duces a "surplus" of forage or browse — what 
is termed "ephemeral grazing." 

Point Reyes National Seashore north of 
San Francisco is largely a livestock operation. 
Eighteen permittees graze beef cattle, dairy 
cows, and sheep on about 25,000 acres and 
cultivate an additional 2000 acres for oats 
and rye — together, roughly 40% of the 
Seashore. This includes the most sensitive 


portion of the Seashore, with 23 rare plant 
species and 4 animal species targeted for 
protection (due partly to ranching impacts). 
Ranching roads, fences, and outbuildings 
displace wildlife. Overgrazing removes na- 
tive vegetation, spreads "past” species such 
as thistle and pxrison hemlock, and increases 
flooding. Herbicides, pesticides, and live- 
stock wastes pollute fresh and salt water. 
These influences and increased soil erosion, 
calculated at 110,000 tons annually, 
threaten the health of the Drakes and Liman- 
tour Estuaries, the last two estuaries on the 
California coast in a semi-natural state. NPS 
is currently throwing hundreds of thousands 
of tax dollars at the problem, rather than 
halting livestock operations. 

Several miles south, just across the 
bridge from San Francisco, commercial cattle 
and horses graze more than 2000 acres of 
Golden Gate NRA. 

Through the years ranchers have been 
foremost among those working to prevent 
establishment of new National Parks. In 
some cases they halted them altogether, and 
often they were able to limit their size. At 
present, in California's Mojave Desert six 
permittees are fighting tooth and nail to 
prevent transformation of BLM’s East 
Mojave Scenic Area into Mojave National 
Park. The ranchers graze only about 3000 
cattle on the arid 1 .6 million acre expanse — 
about one cow per square mile — but their 
opposition is a formidable barrier to Park 
designation. 

On the 210 million acres in the Midwest 
that were tallgrass prairie, there are no Na- 
tional Parks or Monuments and less than 3% 
of the original grassland remains — in de- 
graded condition. Ranchers there have thus 
far beat back serious attempts to establish a 
Tallgrass Prairie National Park, first in Kansas 
and then in Oklahoma. 

And of course, many potential Parks 
will never be realized because stockmen own 
outright about a quarter of the rural West, 
Including many locations that might other- 
wise have become Parks. 

Nearly every NPS unit where ranching 
has been banned shows significant recovery 
— Grand Canyon, Petrified Forest, Rocky 
Mountain, Yellowstone, Yosemite, Sequoia/ 
Kings Canyon, Canyonlands, Arches, Bryce, 
Natural Bridges, Wupatki, and many more. 
In 1978-79 livestock were removed from 
Arizona's Organ Pipe National Monument. 
Previously, most of the expansive 500 square 
mile Monument was desolate due to decades 
of ranching abuse. Today, even this arid 
desert is relatively verdant. 


Where grazing is permitted and its continu- 
ation is not in the best interest of public use or 
maintenance of the park ecosystem, it will be 
eliminated . . . 

— National Park Service Guideline NPS- 
53, Special Park Uses 


WHAT YOU CAN DO: 

— Cut the cowboy romanticism and treat 
ranching as the environmental disaster it is. 

— Eat less cow or boycott cow. 

— Educate about NPS ranching; organize to 
stop it. 

— Contact: Director, National Park Service, 
Dept, of the Interior, Interior Building, 
Washington, D.C. 20240; (202) 343-6843. 
Inform him of NPS ranching problems and 
demand that the Park Service permanently 
ban commercial ranching on the world's 
premier system of natural preserves. Also 
contact your political representatives, super- 
visors of individual parks, and anyone else 
who may have the clout to make changes. 

— Involve yourself in management plans for 
Park Service grazing allotments and use vari- 
ous environmental and public protection 
mandates to thwart ranching. 

— If you discover evidence of ranching while 
visiting park land, bitch, moan, and gener- 
ally stir up controversy to the park supervi- 
sor, employees, and tourists. 

— Take direct action to protect and restore 
park land. 



Boulder Activists Conference 


by Sage, Howler, Da'Non, and Karina 

The weekend of November 9-11, a group of 
80 EF! activists met in Boulder, Colorado. All 
discussions reflected the opinions and perspec- 
tives of those of us there only. When we reached 
consensus, it was not to make decisions forEF! 
as a whole, but as agreements between those of 
us present to take back to our bioregions and local 
groups for discussion. 

Kicking off two days of meetings, an 
honorary member of the Revolutionary 
Ecoterrorist Pie Brigade filled two pie shells 
with whipping cream, and placed them in 
the center of our circle as an inducement to 
keep people from talking too much. The two 
days were spent in a campus classroom dis- 
cussing, occasionally reaching consensus, 
with frequent groans about getting outside. 

<5ome spent nights drinking, and introduced 
the Writhing Amoeba concept at a party 
thrown by Boulder environmentalists. 

There were large contingents from 
Montana and California, with smaller 
groups and individuals from New Mexico, 
Missouri, New York, Florida, Texas, Massa- 
chusetts, Vermont, Wisconsin, North Caro- 
lina, Oregon, Washington, Arizona, Alaska 
and Colorado. Highlighting the meeting 
were discussions about our direction as a 
movement, where the Journal will be pub- 
lished, how fundraising mechanisms work, 
and what rumors need refuting. We also 
addressed philosophies, tactics, media, secu-^ 
rity and communication. This was an oppor- 
tunity to "take the gloves off," i.e. the gloves 
of niceness that keep us from honestly chal- 
lenging each others words and actions. 

We began Saturday by focusing on 
"what Is Earth First!?" After much discussion 
we realized a few basic things we can all agree 
on. Our joint statement of who we are 
follows: 

" EF! Is a cufieciIGnoFautonomous groups and 
individuals operating under 4J»aric prin- 

1 P Put the Earth First! 

2. Biocentrism, Biodiversity, and Wildness 

3. No Compromise 

-A- Take Action 

As a movement, one with respect for 
diversity, these are merely simplified con- 
cepts which underlie our actions and posi- 
tions. We agreed that while the movement 
is growing, we have no right to keep any 
people out, and yet we need to be wary of 
cooptation and compromise (e.g., to please a 
large group). 

Ideas for improving communication 
were shared, as we all agreed that waiting for 
a paper to arrive every six weeks was not 
enough. One idea, an Earth First! National 
Hotline, Is being set up right now (see side- 
bar). EcoNet has been a very effective com- 
munication tool for many of us computer 
dweebs. A phone tree has been set up among 
local contacts. It was also suggested we use 
the mall more often, particularly with re- 
spect to the many EF!ers who have no 
phones. 

Finally we agreed to get do wn to some of 
the real problems. A high priority is to stop 
the name-calling and deal with rumors by 
direct communication, checking with 
people before assuming that what we hear is 
accurate. We discussed the use of the Journal 
as a place for internal analysis, self criticism 
and debate. We condemned the airing of 


personal conflicts in the media and failure to 
communicate directly instead. Many reluc- 
tantly acknowledged their enormous egos 
and decided to try not to be so thin-skinned. 
xSome activists expressed frustration at hav- 
ing to deal with the falloutYrom statements 
made by a few media starletsv>Recognizing 
how manipulative and distorted the media 
is, let's not believe everything we read (re- 
ally?). <We reiterated that anyone wh o spe aks 
in the name of EF! speaks torhers elf only an d 
must make this clear in every interv iew.^ 
Since it's natural for "media sluts" to arise, 
we're all committed to spreading the respon- 
sibility of spokespersons, so that more opin- 
ions and personalities are expressed. 

Although many local EF! groups are still 
strong, some are burnt out and some have 
been successfully infiltrated and fractured. 
We were reminded that movements have 
been splintered by back-biting and feuding. 

Is there really a split in the EF! movement? 
No, just a lot of rumors, bad-mouthing, hurt 
feelings and poor communication. Unfortu- 
nately a small, but important group is leav- 
ing our diverse tribe to pursue their vision for 
saving some wilderness. 


' Some people, p articularly in the East . 
think that rhe FFTsplitisbetween theronse r-, 
vation biology types and t he Hjpv-t artinn 
types. We agreed that both these philoso- 
phies are equally important and vital to our 
struggle. Taking action can be via pen as well 
as monkeywrench. \ un the other hand, a 


National EF! Issues 


At the Boulder Activists Conference, we 
brainstormed a number of national EF! issues 
for local groups to work on collectively. This 
by no means exhausts the possibilities or 
claims to be the most important. Anyone 
interested in working on one of the follow- 
ing issues is encouraged to contact others 
listed below. See EF! Directory for group and 
local contact addresses. 

American Express Boycott 

Mike Stabler, Boulder EF! (Colorado) 

Ancient Forests 

Karen Coulter, POB 904, Concrete, WA 98237 

Save America's Forests, 1742 18th St NW, Wash DC 20009 

Animal Damage Control (ADC) 

Tom Skeele, POB 6733, Bozeman, MT 59715 
Karen Coulter & As ante (see Ancient Forests, above) 

Karen DeBraal, Santa Cruz EF! (California) 

Jim Flynn, Portland EF! (Oregon) 

Michael Robinson, Boulder EF! (Colorado) 

Andrew Weisburd, Big River EF! (Missouri) 

Bison Hunt 

DelyUh Dogwonun & Fire Grizzly, POB 1733, Bozeman, 
MT 59771 

Endangered Species Act (not including 
committee members) 

Gary Bennett, New York EF! (under Local Contacts) 
Heather Cherln, 636 Arapaho #3, Boulder, CO 303-786- 
8845 

Karen Coulter & Asante (see Ancient Forests, above) 

Mike Howell, SF BayEF! (California) 

Erik Sohlberg, Vermont EF! 


rumor has spread that activists don't want 
the Journal to print any more conservation 
biology articles. This myth was dispelled by 
those of us present agreeing that direct ac- 
tion an d conservation biolo gy should work 
hand in hand. This seeming split may have 
come from a debate over what the Journal 
has been choosing to cover. The new Journal 
group promised to address this with fairness 
and respect. 

Three groups made proposals for the 
new Journal: Wild Rockies EF!, Colorado EF!, 
and Big River Action Group. Each gave 
presentations on format, staff structure, and 
purpose of the Journal, as well as their quali- 
fications for the job. Although Wild Rockies 
clearly had the best qualifications and ideas, 
we all know it was one Montanan's collec- 
tion of cardigan sweaters that swayed the 
vote. 

Certainly all groups appeared qualified 
and enthusiastic. As their format will show, 
the structure WREF! described will make it 
easy for people to fill staff positions with a 
choice of time commitments. Several Indi- 
viduals outside of the Wild Rockies expressed 
interest in working on the Journal and were 
encouraged to join in with the new staff 
when things get rolling. (See letter of intro- 
duction in this Issue.) 

The Direct Action Fund (DAF) was the 
first in a series of topics on fundraising 
mechanisms within Earth First!. Pickin' 
Karrots gave us a summary of what cam- 
paigns DAF has funded, how to apply for 
funds, and who's been working with it. DAF 
is in transition with some new people mov- 
ing in and others moving out. After discus- 
sion of how DAF works, consensus was 
reached to keep DAF the way It is, to let 
people working with it choose a new backup 
check signer, to publish reports in the Jour- 
nal every six months or so, and to have an 
east coast DAF contact chosen at the PAW 


Everglades/Sugar Boycott 
Marla Quintana, Everglades EF! (Florida) 

James Bay & The Grande Canal 

Ursula Aves, JABAT, PO Box 408, Cooper Station, New York, 
NY 10276, 212-674-3306 

Oil War; Arctic Refuge 

Gary Bennett (see Endangered Species Act, above) 

Verena GUI, 5 132 W 72nd, Anchorage, AK 99S02 

Overpopulation 

Daniel Barron, SF Bay EF! (California) 

Jim Flynn (see Animal Damage Control, above) 

Marla Quintana, Everglades EF! (Florida) 

Chrlsti Stevens, Austin EF! (Texas) 

Kelpie Wlllsln, POB 1444, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
Jessica, 413 Eddy #1, Missoula, MT 59801 

Restoring Pre-Columbian Americas 
(500th Anniversary of Columbus Getting 
Lost) 

Joanne Dlttersdorf (see James Bay, above) 

Jim Flynn (see Animal Damage Control, above) 

Tracy Katelman, POB 1473, Redway, CA 95520, 707-923- 
3378 

Erik Sohlberg, Vermont EF! 

Christl Stevens, Austin EF! (Texas) 

Alex Williams, Karen Coulter & Asante (see Ancient Forests, 
above) 

Karen Wood, Southern Willamette EF! (Oregon) 

Mike Zwikelmaler, POB 85, Sharon, VT 05065 

Stonewashed Jeans - 1872 Mining Law 
Repeal 

Jeanne Crawford, POB 40445, Albuquerque, NM 87196 
Jim Hobson, New Mexico EF! (same Info as Brad Lagorlo) 


conference in December. 

The discussion over the Arizona Five 
Legal Defense Fund revolved around raising 
enough money to cover legal costs and living 
expenses for the defendants during the up- 
coming three month trial. Nearly all money 
received thus far has gone for trial prepara- 
tions, and the fund is now almost empty. A 
letter will be sent out soon to raise funds for 
better lawyers (a public defender was fired for 
suggesting one defendant testify against 
another), and for defendants to survive dur- 
ing months of sitting in a courtroom. Dona- 
tions can be sent to EF! Legal Offense Fund, 
c/o David Atkin, 296 E 5th Ave #309, Eugene, 
OR 97401. 

A member of the EF! Foundation board 
gave a brief presentation. He noted that the 
board has become all-male and predomi- 
nantly Californian. We discussed the gender 
imbalance (nearly all board members who've 
resigned in the past three years are women) 
and supported nominations of several 
women (not from California). It was sug- 
gested that the Journal include regular re- 
ports as well as occasional reminders of how 
the Foundation works. 

In the tactics discussion, people urged 
groups that are planning mass media state- 
ments about a policy or philosophy shift to 
communicate with other groups carefully 
beforehand. We must use the Journal for 
clarifications as well as communiques, to 
allow input prior to these kinds of announce- 
ments. For example , the denunciation o f 
tree spiking in Northern California wa s 
) widely misunderstood and di storted b y 


EF! Hotline 

To hear EF! action alerts, urgent up- 
dates, and events scheduled for the 
current week, call the Earth First! Na- 
tional Hotline: 

415-647-9175 

If you have information you think 
should be on the hotline, call the 
number and leave a message with your 
name and phone number and any info 
you think we should include. Due to 
limited space, we cannot include every- 
thing going on with every local EF! 


media mlscommunication, as though It wai 
a national EF! posltlonyT ne people respond 




sible for renouncing tree-spiking in North-! 
era California and Oregon explained that 
the statement was a tactic chosen specifically 
for their area, and was never meant to be seen , 
as an EF! policy. Further, they explained that] 
a letter asking for Input had been sent out tof 
very FFI contact. and only t wo replied ! 
Their press statement clearly stated the re- 
nunciation was only from the groups and 
individuals who signed. Unfortunately the 
media distorted the statement to imply that 
all of the EF! movement renounced spiking. 
Several activists felt that the press shouldn't 
have been used at all, and that the renuncia- 
tion had negative repercussions in their ar- 
eas. (In many places, tree spiking has been 
very effective in stopping timber cuts, but 
media coverage made it seem like EF! was 
discouraging it. ) 

■ One Montanan syggested we all read his 
quotes Iri 'Eeo-Waifiors to learn how not to 
talk to the press. Two women informed us 
that we can find them quoted (not pictu red?) 
in the latest issue of a "men’s magazine" — at 
which point a cream pie flew and struck one 
of them in the face. (The women also con- 
fessed that the interviewer misrepresented 
his position and type of magazine.) 

The security discussion brought hair- 
raising stories of infiltration and harassment 
from several states. Suggestions included 
documenting all incidents of harassment 
and suspicious behavior, and keeping a file 
on infiltrators, because one agent may travel 
from group to group, and will often use 
similar tactics. The Journal is a good place to 
report on suspicious characters, although 
some people warned that we'd have to be 
pretty sure before writing in, and not to let 
paranoia blind us. Other suggestions: put 
files in a "safehouse" where no one is directly 
connected to your group. Mix your EF! 
contacts into an address book with friends 
and perhaps even others unknown to you, 
picked randomly from the phone book. (ed. 
note: Roger Featherstone has suggested that this 
is a poor idea, as it could mean bringing unin- 
volved persons under the watchful eyes of federal 
agents. Perhaps it would be better to mix in the 
good names with names of corporate execu- 
tives. — JD) 

Keep friends and family informed about 
what you're involved in as much as possible. 
Confront anyone (tactfully) who seems to be 
saying weird or stupid things, and ask them 
personal questions if you are suspicious. 
Occasionally go back and repeat questions to 
see if they keep their story straight— DonT 
feel bad, just xheck.it-outr^Read Agents of N 
f Kernes sionT bv Ward Churchill, et.al., and^ 

V The War at Home, bv Bria n Click- — 

■" WftTTmid<lay^ temperatures in Boulder 

rising to 75 degrees, our restless group met 
outside and continued with an address by 
two speakers from the International Indian 
Treaty Council. The first offered sage (and 
the rest of us) advice: "North Is not up, and 
South is not down." As descendants of 500 
years of resistance and struggle, and a con- 
stant target of government persecution, they 
spoke of ways In which our issues and theirs 
are the same. 

On dealing with violence, he asserted 
that most white humans see violence as 
something that can be avoided, a rude intru- 


sion; whereas native people know that vio- 
lence is something that just happens, "like 
the weather." Violence can shock and 
immobilize us. But when we come to accept 
it as a reality, we can be free to cry and laugh 
and then move on with our work. 

The second speaker reminded us that 
the government lackeys in the BIA and on 
tribal councils often do not represent the 
feelings of the tribe. So while it may seem 
that many native people are abandoning 
thefr earth-centered ways in favor of devel- 
opment (mining, logging, tourism), we 
would do well to contact traditional peoples 
directly, not via middlemen who do their 
best to keep us from working together. 

As tribal cultures are being destroyed, so 
— ~Js their mother (and our mother), the Earth. 
Native peoples' sense of "self' is not separate 
from the Earth, therefore they don't see 
human rights issues as different from wilder- 
ness or other environmental issues. We 
don't need to totally agree with or embrace 
their issues, or they ours, but where our 
struggle is the same, we will come together. 

A hot topic of discussion was "Racism in 
Earth First!" Some people feel that Earth 
First! has always been open to anyone want- 
ing to participate. Many expressed that 
merely being "open” is no solution, as we 
have all seen in regard to wimmin in the 
movement. One person gave an example of 
the lie of “openness" by citing that he is one 
of only three openly gay people within this 
movement, and that others at a RRR plan- 
ning session expressed fear that he would 
bring his gay friends. Homophobia, racism, 
sexism, classism, and other "isms" are things 
we may not embrace as our issues, but let's 
not pretend they don't exist in our biocentric 
little heads. 

In the Redwood Summer campaign 
report, organizers reminded us that Red- 
wood Summer was organized as a coalition, 
notasanEF! campaign. It was an experiment 
of mass actions in the woods, incorporate 
headquarters and in the streets.(The nrgan- 
izers present acknowledged thaf mistakes 
were made, but they feel they've been disp ro- 
portionatel/cHtlcized, with tew or no pats 
pxuthe-back. Organizers feel that the cam- 
paign was very successful in moving a lot of 
people into direct action, and training them 
in woods skills. 

Much of the criticism was around a lack 
of direction experienced by new arrivals at , 
the Redwood Summer base camp . Some/ 
folks were offended and ailpnatpd‘~hy thp 
requirement of signing a non-violenc e 
pledge, which Included a statement against 
property damage, thus equating property 
damage with violence. Others felt the cam- 
paign was too dependent on media. Organ- 
izers described the atmosphere of potential 
violence on the Northern California Coast as 
an impetus for the non-violence code, and 
reminded us that in many EF! campaigns 
civil disobedience and monkeywrenchlng 
*ire not mixed. QsexalL 20 instances of 
"violence" were reported (none by our side) 
t hough without i 
been many more! 

Shawnee" Summer activists described 
their campaign as very successful. Much 
forest was protected, community support 
was widespread and media coverage was 
extensive. They didn't discourage mon- 
keywrenching, and this put spice into the 
media reports. 

We decided to use the pool of energy” 
gathered at this conference to pick an issue 
for a national campaign, j^fter a brainstorm 
of about 7.0 Issues, wp chose to focus on the 
.Endangered Species Art. Jas per smiled . (See 
end of this article for list of issues and con- 
tacts.) 

We were done, and lived through it! 
Some of us had visions of arguing, foctional- 
izing, vicious bloody fights, and nothing 
accomplished. It’s reassuring to discover 
that we are not totally juvenile, and that we 
have not sold out to the anthr opocentric ' 
Gods of Amerika^ 1 Here's no denying that 
sometimes we’w gotta clear out the shit 
before we can get back to work. Hopefully 
this article offers other EFiers food for 
thought and some clarifications. It does not 
Include every discussion. This is our inter- 
pretation of several people's notes, so take it 
for what it is. If anyone feels something 
important was left out, please send it in to the 
next Journal or call us up and yell. 
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1 7 ARRESTED DEFENDING SAN JUANS 


by Leeward Island 

Activists from around the country were 
rounded up by police and some were charged 
with felonies after a non-violent action to 
save a Colorado wilderness where Grizzlies 
have been reported. 

Seventeen folks were arrested on No- 
vember 1 2 after visiting an American Express 
office building near Denver to speak for the 
Grizzlies whose future (and possibly current) 
habitat would be trashed by a proposed San 
Juan Mountains ski area financed partly by 
Amex. There was no civil disobedience. The 
activists, who were arrested as they left the 
building, were told they'd be charged with 
two felonies — second degree burglary and 
conspiracy. Most sat in jail for four days 
because they couldn't afford the balls of 
$2000-3000 each. 

Arapahoe County Sheriff Pat Sullivan 
produced a series of lurid press releases 
charging the EFIers with assault and claiming 
they had damaged equipment and poured 
"vials of red, blood-llke substance" all over 
the place. But when time came to file formal 
charges (and after the news stories had come 
out and folks had been In prison with felony 
bails) most charges were dropped to misde- 
meanor trespass and disorderly conduct. 
The assault charges and other dramatic accu- 
sations vanished. 

Three activists, though, still face felony 
charges and a worst-case scenario of several 
years In prison. Michael Robinson of Colo- 
rado Is charged with criminal Impersona- 
tion, while Heather Cherin of Colorado and 
Moss of California are charged with second- 
degree burglary and conspiracy. 

All of the Amex 17 are innocent, and 
that's how they intend to plead. In the 
meantime, their First Amendment Right of 
Free Speech and their ability to organize 
against American Express and East Fork Ski 
Area has been stifled because they were re- 
quired to sign a restraining order, a proce- 
dure attorneys say is highly uncommon. 

None of these folks had planned to be 
arrested. There was no civil disobedience, 
and from what attorneys said (the defen- 
dants, of course, can't talk about it) the 
protest was no rowdier than any EF! action, 
with wolf howls, singing, drumming and 
leafleting. The sheriffs press release says 
graffiti was found on mirrors, porcelain and 
chalkboards. One activist art up her Ameri- 
can Express credit card in front of company 
officials when they refused to listen to her 
concerns. 

Colorado EF! has been fighting for three 
years to save the East Fork of the San Juan 
River — in the heart of Colorado's wildest 
and most ecologically diverse area, the San 
Juan Mountains — from mutating into an- 
other Vail. Chicago developer Dan Mc- 
Carthy owns 2780 acres in the area and won 
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a special-use permit in 1987 from the Forest 
Circus to develop his land, plus 4660 acres of 
National Forest, into a resort with 2700 
housing units and a ski area with eight lifts. 
His financial partner in crime is Balcor, a 
subsidiary of American Express. 

Colorado already has a ski resort for 
almost every letter of the alphabet . East Fork 
(which would be number 2 for the letter E, 
after Eldora) would be built on the edge of 
the South San Juan Wilderness Area, where 
the last known Grizzly Bear in Colorado was 
shot by a bow hunter in 1979. The Grizzly 
was a female and may have had cubs, but her 
uterus was never examined. 

Tony Povilitis, a senior scientist for the 
Humane Society, spent last summer looking 
for Grizzlies in the area and thinks he found 
tracks near Quartz Creek, which would be- 
come part of a ski run. Local residents, 
including an outfitter, have also reported 
Grizzly sightings. A sighting of a mama 
Grizzly and cubs was reported around the 
time of the action. 

Even if all the sightings are wishful 
thinking, this is one of the few places in the 
country that may actually get Grizzlies again 
in the future. The Interagency Grizzly Bear 
Committee was conducting hearings in 
Washington the week of the arrests on a 
revised draft plan for reintroduction of the 
Grizzly. The San Juans were a last-minute 
addition to the list, which also includes the 
Cascade Mountains in Washington and the 
Bitterroot Range in the Wild Rockies. This is 
also the likeliest spot in Colorado for Gray 
Wolf reintroduction, and serves as critical 
habitat for Elk, Peregrine Falcons, eagles, 
Wolverines, River Otters and Lynx. 

Because the ski resort deal is already on 
shaky financial ground, Colorado EF! chose 
to pressure American Express to withdraw its 
33% backing. So, following the Boulder 
conference of EF! activists, about 30 people 
went to the largest American Express office 
in the region to make their feelings known. 

The building happened to be in the 
Denver Tech Center corporate park, a par- 
ticular baby of Sheriff Pat Sullivan, who 
undoubtedly links the corporations with his 
own reelection. When the cops arrived, 
about a dozen EFIers managed to vanish, but 
the rest got caught in the wholesale 
roundup. The Amex 17 are from Colorado, 
New Mexico, Washington, California, Texas, 
Missouri, Massachusetts, New York, and 
Vermont. 

There are some irregularities in the way 
this case has been prosecuted so far. The 
sheriff was in the courtroom during the for- 
mal filing, which is very unusual. The 
charges on the press release failed to materi- 
alize. No one got an assault charge, though 
the media was told they would. Even the 
Judge objected to the district attorney's 


criminal procedure — for instance, the D.A. 
tried to get people to pay felony bails of up to 
$3000 each on misdemeanor charges. The 
defendants have been required to sign re- 
straining orders ordering them not to "har- 
ass the witness or victim" — in other words, 
they can't organize against East Fork and the 
Amex Involvement. 

The arraignments and preliminary 
hearings are scheduled for December. Mean- 
while, people are back in their bloregions, 
where they hope to find support in raising 
court and travel costs and related expenses, 
which could easily exceed $25,000. 

Many lessons were learned in this ac- 
tion: 

"Any action, however peaceful, can result in 
unplanned arrests. Do non-violence train- 
ing beforehand. Talk about what you'll do in 
Jail if arrested. For instance, is it useful for 
people who can make bail to stay in for 
solidarity? 

"All participants should attend the planning 
meetings. Consensus on what will happen is 
essential. 

"Be polite, friendly and non-threatening to 
low-level employees. 

"Plan the exit timing. Give clear signals as to 
when everyone should go. Post a lookout to 


By Dwight Metzger 

Having seen three moons come and go, 
and hundreds of people come to oppose 
construction of an international observatory 
atop Mount Graham, the Mt. Graham Preser- 
vation Camp closed for the winter on No- 
vember 12. Resistance to the project, how- 
ever, and efforts to restore integrity to the 
Endangered Species Act and National Envi- 
ronmental Policy Act continue. 

To date, over thirty people have been 
arrested. Countless direct actions have inter- 
fered with workers and equipment and have 
slowed the destruction of this unique old- 
growth spruce fir forest; a stand of old- 
growth has been spared and the University of 
Arizona has been prevented from pouring 
concrete until next spring. Although con- 
struction will stop when the snow flies, this 
will be the first winter in 10,000 years that 
Mount Graham's high elevation forests will 
not be isolated from human intrusion (auto- 
mobiles, heavy equipment, etc.). With six 
inches of snow the first week of November, 
and the closing of the road to all but Earth 
rapers, the camp made a tactical retreat to the 
desert, but a regular presence on the moun- 
tain will continue through the winter. 

Despite protests by US Fish & Wildlife 
Service and members of Congress, construc- 
tion was allowed to continue. A recent report 


let people know if cops are coming. 

"Park cars far enough away to enable unde- 
tected departure. (Cops track cars more eas- 
ily than people.) 

"Don't talk to the cops at all without a lawyer 
and remember that COPS LIE. 

"Remember that anythingyou carry could be 
confiscated. If you've been taking pictures, 
pop the film out and expose it if you’re 
arrested. Don't carry stuff you can’t live 
without, like traveling money. 

"Weigh the pros and cons of having the 
media present. EF! doesn't do actions for the 
sake of the media, but media witnesses can 
provide a measure of protection. 

"Do outreach in the community beforehand 
if possible — that's where a jury will come 
from. 

"When doing recon, find out about the po- 
litical situation, sheriff, cops, etc. — though 
actions will sometimes, of necessity, take 
place in less-than-desirable locations. 

"Have fun. Disarm people with humor. A 
few people in bear costumes might have had 
a good effect on Amex employees and even 
the cops. 

Please send donations to Colorado EF!, 
POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306. 


issued by the General Accounting Office 
condemns the project for violating national 
environmental policy and for ethical and 
political corruption, and should have some 
bearing on the Ninth District Court of Ap- 
peals' ruling on a Sierra Club Legal Defense 
Fund lawsuit in December. (As mentioned 
last issue, on Sept. 28, Ninth District Court 
Judge Poole "changed his mind” and lifted a 
three-month injunction on construction.) 

The fight is for from over! We must 
resist this and any attempt by the Bush 
Administration to weaken our environ- 
mental protection laws. If necessary, the 
preservation camp will resume in the spring. 
Meanwhile, folks are encouraged to come to 
Mount Graham this winter (topo maps avail- 
able through AZEF!) or to organize a protest 
in your area. As the economics of the project 
are as hollow as the ethics, demonstrations 
around the country this winter will target the 
investors in this international development. 
They include Ohio State University, the 
Smithsonian Institute, the Vatican, and Max 
Planck Institute. Recent demonstrations 
have been held in Columbus, OH, Los Ange- 
les, and Albuquerque. 

For updated information on Mt. Gra- 
ham or for organizing materials, please call 
the Mt. Graham Hotline at (602) 629-9200, 
or write AZEF! at POB 3412, Tucson, A Z 
85722. 


Mount Graham Update 
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Congress Protects (some) AZ Desert Wilderness 


By Dale Turner 

Five minutes before the close of this 
year’s session, Congress doubled the federal 
Wilderness acreage in Arizona by passing the 
Arizona Desert Wilderness Act of 1990. They 
set aside 2.4 million acres of prime Bureau of 
Land Management and National Wildlife 
Refuge land as off-limits to most human 
development. Protection was given to some 
large and precious desert riparian areas, and 
to one of the most pristine wild areas in 
North America, Cabeza Prieta NWR. 

This was the first statewide BLM wilder- 
ness bill to pass since the process began in 
1976 (with the passage of FLPMA), and its 
language sets a reasonably good precedent. 
It protects 20% more land than the BLM 
recommended. It establishes federal water 
rights for all but two of the newly protected 
areas. It does not block the agencies from 
reconsidering the wilderness potential of 
areas not designated in this round ("hard 
release" language, which has been advocated 
for many state wilderness bills by such anti- 


wilderness congresspersons as Jim McClure, 
prevents future consideration of unpro- 
tected areas). And its provisions for Wilder- 
ness management are no weaker than the 
pre-existing standards. 

That's the good news. 

The bad news is that Congress released 
almost a million acres from interim protec- 
tion, punted on a few key areas, and missed 
the point of protecting large complexes of 
adjacent wilderness areas. Decisions were 
based on political whims rather than eco- 
logical realities, without an overall vision of 
protecting and restoring the desert. Also, the 
Wilderness management language is no 
stronger than usual, and thus allows grazing 
and the development of pre-existing mining 
claims in Wilderness Areas. 

The act gives official Wilderness status 
to 1,097,869 acres of BLM land and to 
1,291,626 acres of National Wildlife Refuges 
in Arizona. This 2.4 million acre total is small 
when compared to the moderate 4.2 million 
acre proposal by the Arizona Wilderness 
Coalition, and is positively tiny when com- 



pared to the biocentric (and quite 
reasonable) 19 million acre pro- 
posal put forth by Arizona Earth 
First! (EF! Journal, 2-88). 

Protection of four National 
Wildlife Refuges was the biggest 
news of the bill. Cabeza Prieta and 
Kofa NWRs have long been recog- 
nized as premier examples of big 
desert wilderness, but their man- 
agement has been haphazard. One 
of Cabeza's recent managers was 
known for blading new "adminis- 
trative" roads to replace two-track 
jeep trails, and hunting groups 
have waged a long campaign to fill 
every pocket in every canyon in 
both Refuges with concrete water 
catchments for deer and Bighorn 
Sheep. Wilderness designation 
should now curtail both types of 
activity. 

Also protected were the small 
Havasu and Imperial NWRs, along 
the Colorado River. Thanks to 
Colorado Senator Bill Armstrong, 
water rights for these two areas 
were explicitly denied, but it didn't 
really matter; the Wilderness 
boundaries stop at the high-water 
mark. 

Most of the designated BLM 
land is desert mountain ranges in 
sparsely-populated western Ari- 
zona, encompassing both Sonoran 
The Gila Box Riparian National Conservation Area anc * Mojave Desert ecosystems. 

designation served as a mongrel compromise - its exact Th e aridity of the region makes the 

protections will be clear only after a management plan is ^ ew riparian areas protected by this 

written. 



Newly designated Wilderness in the Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge. 


bill especially valuable. Most of these are 
tiny springs or short stretches of canyon, but 
several include perennial stretches of the Bill 
Williams River. 

Congress waffled on one BLM riparian 
area, the Gila Box, in the southeast part of the 
state (near Mt. Graham). It includes the con- 
fluence of the Gila River (coming from the 
Gila Wilderness in New Mexico) and the San 
Francisco River (coming from the Blue Range 
Primitive Area), along with two perennial 
streams, Eagle Creek and Bonita Creek. With 
this much water, the Gila Box is an ecological 
gem, harboring at least 17 protected species 
within its canyon walls. Unfortunately, it's 
also considered prime grazing land, a prime 
ORV course, and it sits beside an enormous 
open-pit copper mine. The delegation 
avoided the whole question of Wilderness 
conflicts by designating a 20,900 acre Gila 
Box Riparian National Conservation Area, 
the second such area in the nation. Reading 
the legislation shows that this is not mul- 
tiple-abuse business-as-usual, but it's also 
not Wilderness. Exactly what it is remains to 
be seen. v 

It is worth noting that the Gila Box was 
also featured in the AZ Wilderness 
Coalition's most visionary proposal. The 
two tributaries, Eagle Creek and Bonita 
Creek, were not eligible for Wilderness status 
under the normal standards — each ha s a dirt 
road both crossing and following its stream- 
bed — yet they were in desperate need of 
some protective status. The AWC got around 
the Wilderness standards by proposing a 


new National Monument which would en- 
compass all the canyons, two Wilderness 
Areas, and adjacent watershed, a total of 
15 1,680 acres. While this proposal didn't fly, 
it proved very useful at highlighting the 
importance of the region, especially the two 
creeks. Bonita Creek is now part of the 
RNCA, and Eagle Creek will be whenever the 
Phelps Dodge Corp. decides to sell. 

In many cases, the BLM areas that were 
finally designated Wilderness were consid- 
ered on an individual basis, rather than in a 
larger geographic context. The most striking 
example of this occurred along the Bill Wil- 
liams River, where BLM identified more than 
719,000 acres of roadless land in a complex 
of 16 Wilderness Study Areas. Many of the 
areas were separated from other areas by a 
single dirt road or utility corridor, and the 
rest were separated by BLM land in compa- 
rable condition. The region was a prime 
candidate for road closures and other restora- 
tion measures which would allow its man- 
agement as an ecological whole. Instead, the 
Arizona Congressional delegation chose to 
designate less than 298, CMX) acres as Wilder- 
ness, in nine widely scattered areas (they also 
left 55,000 acres in undecided Wilderness 
Study Area status). 

Ironically, in one instance, big-money 
political pressure worked to our advantage. 
The North and South Maricopa Mountains 
WSAs had no significant conflicts but BLM 
didn't want them designated Wilderness. 
The BLM State Director (D. Dean Bibles, now 
director of the Washington/Oregon district) 
had a lot of pmll with the delegation, and 


Congress Kills G-O Road! 

by Jim Owens Coast. It also was threatened for years by payments to Del Norte County to replace 

incompatible logging, road construction federal timber receipt funds. 

Ed. note: Opposition to the G-0 Road, proposed and mining practices. Bosco made last-minute revisions to 

to slice entirely through the Siskiyou Wilderness, Bosco 's bill was strongly supported by accommodate all three issues- -recognizing 

was among the first major Earth First! direct- the Smith River Alliance, an association of existing mining claims within the recreation 

action campaigns (see, among others, EF!J, May California's leading environmental and rec- area, allowing salvage logging outside of 

1, 1983 and June 21, 1988). The following reation groups. Alliance President Richard designated logging zones and decreasing the 

account is reprinted from ECONEWS, newslet- May said, "This bill represents a significant total payments to Del Norte County. 

ter of the Northcoast Environmental Center. step in the 25-year pitched battle to protect Besides limiting logging in the water- 

In late October, Congress created a the Smith's resources. While it isn't perfect, shed to designated areas, the bill protects 

300,000-acre Smith River National Recrea- it puts the Forest Service on notice that this more than 15,000 acres of old-growth red- 

tlon Area in the watershed of the Smith is an area whose natural beauty and out- wood and Douglas fir stands. 

River, detouring forever the Gasquet-Or- standing natural resources exceed the com- Not everyone was overjoyed, however, 

leans (G-O) Road and protecting unique modity value of timber or minerals." Native American leader Chris Peters ex- 
stands of ancient forests. After the House voted unanimously to pressed dismay that the religious freedom 

Congressman Doug Bosco 's bill, spon- pass an earlier strong version of the bill in issue which the G-O Road represented would 

sored in the Senate by California's Alan September, the legislation was bottled up in be overlooked now that the road can’t be 

Cranston and Pete Wilson, was approved in the Senate due to opposition from the Forest completed. 

the last hours before Congress adjourned Service. Indian leaden are seeking an amend- 

and was signed by President Bush on Nov. In a letter to the Senate, Secretary of ment to the Native American Religious Free- 

16. Agriculture Clayton Yeutter stated his dom Act to solidify First Amendment rights. 

It protects 3,100 miles of tributaries in agency's opposition to provisions which Bosco 's bill, he said, "pulls the rug out from 

the state’s last major undammed watershed, eliminated mining in the watershed, limited under this strategy. " 

long considered the crown jewel of the Cali- Forest Service salvage logging, and called for 

fornia Wild and Scenic Riven system. The 

river's five forks support a world-renowned A mv 'TV*'S r| 1 D/Xcfrt/kn 0/1 

salmon and steelhead fishery, and form a Jt\>K l.£AJ MM.4M. JL lldl JL UjLUUIlCil 

bridge between two rich, diverse biological 

communities — the Klamath Mountains and At a hearing on November 26, U.S. destroy effective environmental action, 

the coastal range. District Court Judge Robert Broomfield reset The Importance of a successful resolu- 

It also adds the G-O Road corridor to the the first trial for the AZ 5 for January 7. Marc tion to this case — both the conspiracy trial 

existing Siskiyou Wilderness, pmtting an end Baker, Mark Davis, Dave Foreman, and Peg and the trial on other charges filed against 

to the controversy over the Forest Service's Millett, 4 of the 5, had been scheduled to face Baker, Davis, Millet, and Use Asplund — 

attempts to build this two-lane forest high- trial on December 4 on charges of conspiracy cannot be stressed too much. Solidarity with 

way through the heart ofthe Wilderness and to damage an energy facility. The fifth defen- the AZS as well as continuing your own work 

through sacred Native American religious dent, Ilse Asplund, faces related charges but is critical. Although the attorneys for the 

lands. not the conspiracy charge. defendants are not being reimbursed for 

The watershed is host to 210 wildlife The government has devoted their time, there are major costs associated 

spiecies and more than 1,000 plant species, enormous resources in its efforts to intimi- with trial preparation andthe trial itself. The 

including 27 plants that are rare and sensi- date environmental activists everywhere by government has sp>ent millions, which we 

five, and 21 old-growth conifer spiecies. making an example of the AZ5. The use of can't hop>e to match., But with your contri- 

The compiosite values of the Smith River infiltration to cause disruption and set butions and encouragement we can win. 

distinguish it, in many resource experts' pieople up, who must drain movement re- Send contributions to the Legal Defense 

minds, as the most ecologically significant sources in defending themselves from such Fund, POB 4666, Salem, OR 97302. 

and publicly valuable watershed on the West government actions, is meant to weaken and 


things didn't look good for the areas. 

Until, that is, Charles Keating stepped 
in. That's right, he of the Keating 5 fame. 
Arizona has 2 of the notorious 5, and Charlie 
had their ears. It seems .Charlie also had a 
landscaper who depended on the Maricopa 
Mountains for his wildflower seed, which 
then went to the grounds of Charlie's pxish 
resorts. So Charlie wrote a nice letter to his 
Senators asking them to work something 
out. Suddenly, the areas were back in the 
running, and sailed through the rest of the 
process essentially unchallenged. The two 
areas are now protected. 

So just remember, Charles Keating did 
his part for biological diversity. 

I learned a few lessons from this round 
of working for Wilderness. One is that a 
decent Congressperson can make a world of 
difference. We have Mo Udall, who was 
critical to getting this bill passed and to 
keeping it big enough to be worth the trouble 
(he's also been approximately worthless on 
Mt. Graham, but c'est la mort). 

Another is that advocates for big wilder- 
ness need to push their visions harder, and 
not limit themselves to big-area proposals. 
The basic principles of ecological wilderness 
protection and restoration just didn't make 
much of a dent in this process, with the result 
that the big areas needed for those purposes 
were almost universally disregarded. 

As a final note, it's worth mentioning 
that one of the most fitting proposals also 
didn’t make it into law but got some recogni- . 
tion nonetheless. At a hearing in June 1989, 
AZEF! made a special proposal to honor our 
favorite senator, Dennis DeConcini. The 
DeConcini Wilderness Area, suited to the 
man's great achievements for the environ- 
ment, covered one-eighth acre of a highway 
rest stop, the pwrtion used by dog owners to 
give their piets relief. Congress foiled to 
include this in their final legislation, but it 
entered the hearing record and Congres- 
sional aides (for other Congressfolk) still 
mention it with a smile. 

Maybe we can get that passed next year. 
As a rider. 
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Reform Finally Comes to the Tongass 


by Jeffrey St. Clair 

For the past five years environmental- 
ists have waged a concerted effort to reform 
the logging practices on southeast Alaska's 
Tongass National Forest, the nation’s largest 
public forest. Those efforts finally came to 
fruition in late October when Congress 
passed a compromise version of the Tongass 
reform bill that will modify long-term timber 
contracts and protect over a million acres of 
old-growth temperate rainforest. 

The comprehensive package worked 
out by a Senate-House conference commit- 
tee is less protective than the House bill 
passed in 1989, but it protects more acres of 
wilderness and roadless land than the Senate 
bill approved in June. 

The final version of the Tongass Reform 
Bill removes the mandatory 4.5 billion board 
feet per decade harvest target and instead 


requires the Forest Service, afte? considera- 
tion of environmental and social effects, to 
offer timber sale levels that meet market 
demand. 

It also repeals the automatic $40 million 
dollar Tongass Timber Supply Fund and 
requires the Tongass timber program to be 
funded out of the general Forest Service 
appropriation process. 

The House bill took action to terminate 
the long-term timber contracts, but the 
compromise, negotiated under pressure 
from the Alaska delegation and the White 
House, merely instructs the Secretary of 
Agriculture to modify the contracts to make 
the provisions more like those found in 
short-term Forest Service contracts. While 
Tongass must still supply 300 million board 
feet to the two pulp companies, the timber 
must be sold at fair market values. Existing 
laws guaranteed these companies a profit, 



Save the Endangered Logger! 


After recently learning that the North- 
west loggers have asked the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service to list them as an "endan- 
gered species", Washingtonius contractu ssp. 
lozzerus . we felt compelled to DO something. 
Concerned individuals have come together 
to form Friends of Endangered Loggers Lim- 
ited (FELL). We’ve taken this step because of 
the Bush administration’s serious threats to 
the Endangered Species Act (ESA). It'S time 
for Beat-Around-the-Bush to put up or shut 
up! If he's truly our environmental presi- 
dent, let him stand up now to defend our 
emergency plan to save the lo ggerus subspe- 
cies 

Since only 5% of our American old 
growth forest remains, and it's obvious that 
this habitat can no longer support this rare 
subspecies, we feel it is imperative that a 
captive breeding program be initiated before 
we lose another piece of the evolutionary 
puzzle. If there are truly only 600 of these 
creatures left, we want to be assured that all 
precautions are taken to prevent losses in the 
capture and transfer process. We suggest an 
incidental take of no more than 10%. Scien- 
tists predict that the minimum number of 
individuals in a species for a viable popula- 
tion is between 500 and 1000, or weird 
things happening genetically. There are 
signs that this population may already be 
aberrant in that most individuals tend to 
spend their waking hours actually destroy- 
ing their own habitat! 

We suggest setting up a baiting station 
to lure individuals for capture. The expert in 
baiting techniques, Sly Cy Jamison of the 
Bureau of Land Management, should be in 
charge of this operation. Although they are 
rare and elusive, some shiny new chainsaws 
and all the cheap beer they can guzzle should 
bringthemin. Lozzerus may become danger- 
ous using this process, but by bringing in our 
own Quotable Quayle to utilize one of his 
patented sleeper speeches to put them under 
(drugs are currently a BIG taboo), we feel that 
the danger factor will be minimal. We’re also 
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told that the Quayle method causes only 
temporary impairment. While they're un- 
der, the standard research techniques such as 
radio collaring, ear tagging, vaccinations, 
and taking blood samples can be done. 

The next part of the operation involves 
bringing in "Round 'em up" Roadman 
Robertson of the USFS for loading and trans- 
portation through the maze of roads that 
wind through our pmblic lands (Roadman 
has approximately 385,000 miles of Forest 
roads these days.) As quickly as possible, the 
few remnants should be transferred to the 
Sununu Zoo for safe keeping and further 
study. One management direction could be 
to strengthen the weak genotype of the 
Northwest subspecies by introducing the 
Andean lozzerus. a similar but more hardy 
typo, and enforcing a cross-breeding pro- 
gram. We foresee one problem: few female 
lo ggerus have ever been seen; but we have 
faith in the expertise of Neuter Yuetter in 
conducting his experimental selective breed- 
ing program to come up with a new "super 
species" able to withstand the rigors of our 
society. 

To illustrate what FELL is up against, 
here are the immortal words of Cool Hand 
Lujan. "Nobody told ME the difference 
between Washinztonius and Ore gonius log- 
gen. Do we have to save every subspecies?" 

Yes, we do, Cool Hand which brings 

us to our recovery plan. Complete reforesta- 
tion is a must. We have to provide habitat in 
which to return the rare lozzerus . This, of 
course, may take several hundred years, but 
where else do you put them? Then they will 
have to be retrained, and perhaps individual 
modification techniques will be needed so 
that the species will not again begin their 
traditional habitat destruction cycle toward 
self-extinction. Obviously this subsp>ecies is 
very new on the evolutionary scale and has 
not evolved enough to have found its niche 
in the natural world. 

— Spruce Vincent, Executive Director, 
FELL 


allowing them to purchase Tongass timber 
for as little as $1.48 pier thousand board feet, 
even though some of the timber has a market 
value of over $200 p>er thousand. 

Major stream corridors are also legisla- 
tively protected by the Tongass Reform bill. 
It establishes 100 feet no-cut buffer strips on 
both sides of salmon streams and streams 
with other sport fisheries that flow into 
salmon streams. 

The bill creates 296,000 acres of Wilder- 
ness on the Tongass and legislatively pro- 
tects another 722,000 acres in a primitive use 
classification that will prohibit commercial 
timber harvest and restrict other develop- 
ments. The House bill would have desig- 
nated 1.8 million acres as Wilderness, while 
the Senate bill would have legislatively pro- 
tected only 675,000 acres. 

After passage of the bill, Senator Frank 
Murkowski said, "It's time for peace to come 
to the Tongass." Murkowski and fellow 
Alaskan Senator Ted Stevens, who had used 
parliamentary maneuvers and other rule 
actions to stall Tongass reform in the Senate 
for the past few years, quietly supported the 
Senate bill and the conference committee 
report. The final bill was approved by the 
Senate on a unanimous voice vote. Con- 
gressman Don Young was the only member 
of the delegation to actively oppose the 
conference committee's compromise bill. 

Bart Koehler, director of the Southeast 
Alaska Conservation Council (SEACC), 
called the passage of the bill "a bittersweet 
victory, " since the compromise fails to termi- 
nate the two long-term timber contracts held 
by Louisiana Pacific and Alaska Pulp Com- 
pany and allows logging on over 800,000 
acres of old-growth forest that environmen- 
talists wanted protected as wilderness. 

Koehler said he expects environmental- 


ists "to work with the Forest Service to press 
for the revised Tongass Forest plan to be 
responsive to community concerns and 
administratively protect some of the 
Tongass's remaining old growth." 

In July, the Tongass National Forest 
published a draft revision of the forest’s ten 
year old land management plan. Koehler 
and other environmentalists believe the 
Forest Service was politically pressured to 
rush the plan out, in order to avert passage of 
the Tongass Reform bill. Now, however, 
there Is some question as to how the Tongass 
Reform Act will affect the new Tongass plan. 
[See sidebar.] 

"There will be changes to the plan, but 
not a total overhaul," said Stephen Ambrose, 
spokesman for the Region 10 office. "We are 
not going to start over and we don't expect 
the bill to have much effect on the allowable 
cut or other forest outputs." 

Congress directed the Forest Service to 
manage the legislatively protected non-wil- 
demess lands in accordance with Land Use 
Designation II from the 1979 Tongass plan — 
a designation that has been discarded in the 
revision. Ambrose said the Forest Service 
will develop a new a land allocation prescrip- 
tion for these lands that will prohibit com- 
mercial logging, but will allow mining, fire- 
wood cutting, cabins, recreation develop- 
ments, and the construction of roads to 
access timber sales on adjoining lands. 

Clayton Yeutter, Secretary of Agricul- 
ture, indicated in a letter to Representative 
Don Young (R-AK) that he will urge President 
Bush to veto the Tongass Reform Bill. How- 
ever, Senator Stevens said he expects the 
President to sign the bill. 

For more information, contact SEACC, 801 
Pennsylvania Ave SE, Washington, DC 20003. 


FS Plans Heightened Abuse of Tongass 


In July, the United States Forest Service 
(FS) released a draft management plan for the 
Tongass National Forest in Southeast Alaska. 
The plan is even worse than conservationists 
expected. The preferred alternative sets a 
goal of clearcutting 420 million board feet of 
timber annually — even more than recent 
cutting rates, of about 375 mbf a year. 

Along with commercial timber produc- 
tion, the FS plan emphasizes minerals pro- 
duction. For example, mining rather than 
recreation will become the dominant activ- 
ity in Alaska's Juneau Borough, if the Forest 
Service has its way. According to the draft 
plan, a "minerals prescription" will be ap- 
plied to nearly all of the borough's most 
popular National Forest areas for hiking, 
fishing, hunting, and skiing. In these areas 
the FS’s primary management goal will be to 
"encourage and facilitate the prospecting, 


exploration, 'mining, and processing of 
mineral resources." (p.F119) Other "uses,” 
such as recreation and wildlife, will be main- 
tained only at levels "compatible with the 
level of mineral activities." 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to Mike 
Barton, Regional Forester, Forest Service, 
POB 21628, Juneau, AK 99802. Tell him 
the agency's preferred alternative is a dis- 
grace, and that he should ban all road- 
building, commercial timber cutting, and 
mining on the Tongass NF. Tell him that 
the minerals prescription in the Juneau 
Borough is an unfair giveaway to the 
mining industry. 

Jeffrey St. Clair works for Cascade Holistic 
Economic Consultants, and wrote this article for 
their magazine Forest Watch. 



NEMESIS NEWS NET 


NH Doctor Needs Cats 

Earlier this year two New Hampshire 
doctors were charged with violating CITES 
(Convention on International Trade in En- 
dangered Species) regulations by importing 
the skins of Jaguar, Ocelot, and Mountain 
Lion from Mexico to a taxidermist in Colo- 
rado. The two hunting partners periodically 
traveled abroad after big game; and the 
mounted cats were confiscated by Fish & 
Wildlife Service Investigators in the doctors' 
homes. 

The first BWH (brave white hunter), 
Edward Hager, pleaded guilty and paid a 
$75,000 fine. The other, Constantine Ham- 
pers, pleaded not guilty. Hampers’s lawyers 
claimed he was ignorant of the regulations 
despite his experience hunting other endan- 
gered species "legally," such as rhino and 
crocodile. On previous hunts he did not at- 
tempt to bring hjs "trophies" home after 
learning which were illegal to import. The 
first trial for Hampers resulted in a hung jury, 
but FWS will likely try again. 

Meanwhile, the good doctor’s cats are 
being held for evidence and his collection 
suffers. Sympathetic parties are called on to 
donate whatever they can, either cash in 
large denominations or any "trophies" you 
may come across. Federal postal law requires 
that all perishable items be clearly marked, 
and in some cases overnight delivery may be 
advisable. Send contributions to Dr. Con- 
stantine Hampers (or B'wana Doctor), Box 2, 
Oak Hill Rd, Dublin, NH 03444. 

— Granite Dome 


Deep Ecology in High Places 

or. Medieval Metaphysician Speaks Out 

for Biodiversity 

"They reason falsely who say that since 
an angel is better than a stone, therefore two 
angels are better than one angel and a 
stone.... Although an angel, considered abso- 
lutely, is better than a stone, nevertheless 
two natures are better than one only; and 
therefore a universe containing angels and 
other things is better than one containing 
angels only; since the perfection of the uni- 
verse is attained essentially in proportion to 
the diversity of natures in it, whereby the 
divers grades of goodness are filled, and not 
in proportion to the multiplication of indi- 
viduals of a single nature.” 

— Saint Thomas Aquinas, 1225-1274, 
scholastic philosopher known as the "An- 
gelic Doctor" 

The next time you argue with a logger, 
Tancher or forest supervisor about the need 
for biodiversity, play upon their well-known 
weakness for medieval scholasticism by us- 
ing this quote to remind them that one of the 
greatest figures in pre- Reformation Christian 
philosophy — author of the popular Summa 
Contra Gentiles, and chief explicator of the 
difference between being and modalities of 
being — believed that monoculture, 
clearcuts and cattle grazing are contrary to 
universal perfection as established by God. If 
that doesn't change their attitude, nothing 
will. 

— Bemie Mushkin 




The Club/Canal Crisis 

Does Sierra Club Support Resettlement of Love Canal? 


Love Canal, "the nation's most notori- 
ous hazardous waste site, " is becoming a hot 
spot for the Sierra Club. James Can, a 
member of the Atlantic Chapter's Board of 
Governance (BOG) and former chapter 
chair, is also director of planning for the Love 
Canal Revitalization Agency (LCRA). Sierra 
Club's national leaders find the conflict of 
interest acceptable; the Atlantic Chapter's 
BOG does not. 

In the 1940s Hooker Chemical and 
other firms dumped into Love Canal more 
than 20,000 tonsof toxic chemicals. Ridding 
itself of responsibility. Hooker sold the dump 
and adjacent land to the city of Niagara Falls, 
New York, for $1 in 1953. Houses, a school, 
and a church were built next to the waste. In 
1978, because numerous residents had be- 
come seriously ill, President Carter classified 
Love Canal as an emergency area, and evacu- 
ation began. The state and federal govern- 
ments paid for hundreds of homes. 

The dump is now capped with clay and 
plastic, but the wastes , including dioxin, 
benzene, and toluene, have never been 
treated. Containment rather than cleanup 
has been the goal. 

Nevertheless, LCRA, the quasi-govem- 
mental body in charge of the buy-out, is now 
sprucing up and planning to sell some 250 of 
the previously evacuated homes. The official 
justification for this move is a federal-state 
study showing that conditions are no worse 
in four of the seven areas near the canal than 
they are in other parts of Niagara Falls. The 
finding is hardly a guarantee of safety, as 


Niagara Falls is a center for the chemical 
industry, with 200 chemical dumps within a 
radius of fifty miles. 

In April the Atlantic Chapter voted to 
Join five other organizations in a suit against 
the LCRA and the state's Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) to pre- 
vent the occupancy of homes in previously 
evacuated areas. According to Chapter 
Conservation Chair Michael Vickerman, 
Carr attempted to head off litigation and 
later criticized the suit. 

Carr refused to leave a meeting of the 
Niagara Group before a discussion of pos- 
sible litigation. In March, Vickerman says, 
Carr attempted to remove Richard Lippes, an 
outspoken critic of the resettlement, from 
the position of chapter legal chair, and to 
replace him with Fem Summer, Carr's wife. 
Furthermore, Carr told the press that the 
Club's suit was "regrettable" and "not fully 
thought out" and that the decision to under- 
take it was made without input from him. At 
a July 21 BOG meeting, he let it be known 
that he intended to continue to state such 
views publicly. 

The BOG asked Carr to resign from 
either the BOG or the LCRA. When he 
refused, they made plans to hold a recall 
election. The vote in the BOG was 17-5 
against Carr. 

The office of the New York Attorney 
General, as well as environmental organiza- 
tions, has criticized the LCRA and in particu- 
lar Jim Carr, for the way in which it is 
promoting Love Canal homes. In a letter of 


August 16, Eugene Martin-Leff, Assistant 
Attorney General, expressed to Carr his 
concern about a quotation from Carr in a 
newspaper: "it’s no more hazardous to live 
[in the Love Canal vicinity] than in any other 
rural area." September 7, Martin-Leff wrote 
to Carr again, criticizing the LCRA for "fail- 
ure to include information [on Love Canal's 
history and current condition] in the pro- 
posed contracts for Love Canal home pur- 
chases . . "production of a promotional 
videotape which distorts the facts . . .", and 
"dissemination of misleading information 
about Love Canal to the press." 

The Sierra Club's national leadership 
has the authority to review chapter recall 
elections. They can approve or cancel the 
election or even remove the person in ques- 
tion directly. The Club's president, Susan 
Merrow, appointed a three-member ad hoc 
committee to look into the Carr situation. 
October 5, after the committee had reported 
to the national board of directors, Merrow 
sent a letter to the Atlantic Chapter's BOG, in 
which she rebuked the BOG for acting "hast- 
ily and unwisely." She requested that it not 
hold the recall election and required that, if 
it does, it send all materials to the ad hoc 
committee for prior review, mail ballots 
"sealed" and "separately” ("not as part of a 
newsletter”), and follow other time-consum- 
ing and costly procedures. The procedures 
make balloting infeasible. 

In reviewing Carr's situation, Merrow's 
letter did not mention two of the charges 
against him and watered down a third. Fur- 


thermore, it ignored the importance of Love 
Canal itself. Nowhere in the letter is there 
any indication that, as Vickerman says, Love 
Canal bears the same relationship to the 
Superfund as Pearl Harbor to World War II. 

Unfortunately Merrow's reaction to the 
Club/Canal crisis is not the first time in 
recent years that the Club has strayed from 
its principles. For example, in 1989 the Club 
supported the notorious Hatfield-Adams 
amendment that accelerated the destruction 
of the ancient forests of the Northwest. 

A spokesperson for the Natural Re- 
sources Defense Council, one of the litigants 
against LCRA and DEC, states that the reset- 
tling of Love Canal "sends the complete 
wrong signals to everyone involved with 
hazardous waste issues": cleanup need not 
precede resettlement. 

In a memo to the BOG about Merrow's 
letter, Vickerman points out that the na- 
tional Sierra Club's attitude reinforces the 
"wrong signals" on toxics. It also, he says, 
encourages club members who are pseudo- 
environmentalists, and discourages those 
who are trying to preserve the integrity of 
their groups and chapters. 

— Mary Davis 

Last-minute update: According to the Niag- 
ara Gazette, the national Sierra Club Board of 
Directors has disbanded the Atlantic 
Chapter's Board of Governance because the 
BOG was going ahead with the recall elec- 
tion. 


SAVE' THE ANCIENT FORESTS' 
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Kansas Landowner Destroys 
Tallgrass Prairie Relict 



Media and Next Year's RRR 


by Jean E. 

Last year's Rendezvous saw a lot of inter- 
esting discussion (again!) about the role, 
control, use, abuse, and exclusion of the 
Media. As a former reporter, and overall 
Medla-holic (see how I capitalize Media), I'd 
like to offer my attempt at an unbiased syn- 
opsis of last summer's debate and my sugges- 
tions for next summer (as the group re- 
quested). 

The problems the Media have presented 
include: 

•Breaking promises, lying (taking photos 
despite requests not to, and after promises 
not to) 

•"Making money off us" 

•Taking fringe elements as EF! doctrine 
•Taking up our time with Media issues 
•Bad coverage, bullshit (from mainstream 
media) 

•Distracting from spiritual/personal experi- 
ences 

•Giving footage to police 

The benefits of Media attendance: 
•Helping get issues before public 
•Very positive coverage (some media) 
•Safety in coverage 

While the "cons" seeni to outweigh the 
"pros," other issues argue against outright 
exclusion of the Media: 

•Exclusion is, itself, a story that would likely 
result in bad or undercover reporting. 

*We usually camp on public land, making it 
illegal to exclude anyone. 

•Too much energy is required in excluding 
Media. 

•And from the real pragmatists: all partici- 
pants, Media included, can be charged the 
registration fee. 

So, the general conclusion was to form 
an affinity group for dealing with the media. 
"The Rendezvous Media Group" would con- 
sider the following suggestions to keep our 
experience what we want while helping the 
Media get meaningful stories: 

•Have a committee to deal with Media at 
Rendezvous 

•Have Media registration table 
•Media wear ID badges 
•Media pay like all participants 
•Have identified Media spokespeople 
•Produce Media package ahead of time with 
EF! background, statements from different 
groups, spokesperson list and issues back- 


grounds 

•Set Media guidelines 
•Send Mudheads 

Other suggestions that got little or no 
support included: 

•Define areas where Media are allowed and 
not allowed 

•Request Media stay awhile, to limit superfi- 
cial stories 

*Ask for agreements to review stories 
•Set times Media are allowed in 
•Go to private land to exclude Media 

This concludes my notes from the final 
debate. Near the end, 1 presented my idea for 
how the group's consensus could be applied, 
which seemed to be received very positively. 
It follows: 

It's possible to put all these ideas to- 
gether to make our experience a better one 
AND help our EF! ISSUES get before the 
public in a better way than ever before. 

I'd be willing to help pull together a 
"Media packet" that EF! groups from around 
the country/continent/world? could have a 
part in. It would include EF! history, state- 
ments from different folks on our current 
Issues, list of workshops (if done ahead) and 
most importantly statements and back- 
ground ISSUES. A spokesperson list could 
name individuals who want to talk about 
specific issues (and who have some recog- 
nized history with EF!). The packet could 
also explain our non-hierarchical nature, 
what affinity groups are, why some people 
get naked, some get rowdy and some get 
spiritual. It could also present guidelines on 
Media Etiquette (asking permission, respect- 
ing spiritual exercises, etc.) and an explana- 
tion of who the Mudheads are and how 
serious a threat they could be. Packets could 
also be sent to all the national Media folks 
who’ve covered us in the past along with a 
Media Release. We could also prepare a sheet 
for everyone else explaining how to work 
with the Media, recognizing some Media 
Individuals separate from their corporations, 
and spelling out one’s "rights” with the 
Media. 

In order to prepare this, of course, the 
RM Group would have to hash out some 
decisions, which — like all committee work 
— would be a blast; and EFlers, being the fun- 
loving folk they are, should take to the task 
like a duck to mucky water. The other details 
to work out will be: registration table logis- 


by George F. Frazier 

A long battle to save the Elkins Prairie, 
an 80 acre tract of virgin upland prairie 
located in northeastern Kansas, has ended in 
disaster. On November 19, the owner of the 
tract, Jack Graham, plowed the tract despite 
attempts by The Nature Conservancy to 
purchase the land, a last minute effort by the 
Douglas County Commission to meet 
Graham's ransom price for the prairie, and 
the heroics of local environmentalists who 
placed themselves between the prairie and 
the plow. 

There is very little left of the original 
tallgrass prairie biome which once domi- 
nated eastern Kansas and most of the Mid- 
west. Many feel that this is the most endan- 
gered biome in North America. The Elkins 
Prairie, which was located Just of east of 
Lawrence, Kansas, was a relict upland prairie, 
heretofore unplowed and ungrazed by live- 
stock, reminiscent of what the area was like 
before Euro-American conquest began in 
1854. Over 150 species of plants had been 
catalogued at the site, including two on the 
federal list of Endangered and Threatened 
Species: the Endangered Meade's Milkweed 
and the Threatened Western Prairie Fringed 
Orchid. The prairie also contained such 
uncommon species as Rattlesnake Master, 
Wild Indigo, Lead Plant, New Jersey Tea, and 
Pale Purple Coneflower. It was a possible site 
for reintroduction of the Greater Prairie 
Chicken. 

Graham bought the property six years 
ago from the family that homesteaded it. He 
reportedly paid 1200 dollars an acre for the 
plot. When local environmentalists identi- 
fied the site as a valuable evolutionary pre- 
serve which against incredible odds had 
escaped the plow, various groups entered 
negotiations with Graham to purchase it. In 
1989, with help from the Audubon Society, 
Environs (a student environmental group at 
the University of Kansas), and the Save the 
Elkins Prairie Foundation, The Nature Con- 
servancy offered Graham roughly $3500 an 
acre for the property. Graham refused the 
offer. 

Also threatening the tract was the pro- 
posed Southwest Lawrence Trafficway. This 
originally was planned to intersect the prai- 
rie as well as another endangered site south 
of Lawrence called the Baker Wetlands, 
which contains critical habitat for the threat- 
ened Northern Crawfish Frog. The EIA 
[environmental impact assessment] con- 
cluded the road would adversely affect the 
colony of Meade's Milkweed at the site, and 
after several lawsuits the planned road was 
rerouted around the prairie. 

As of this writing (11-20), it Is still un- 
clear why Graham decided to plow. A local 
former told activists at the site that Graham 
didn't need the money. It Is possible that 
local officials — worried that by violating the 
EIA, any disturbanceof the land would result 
In funds for the road being cut — threatened 
him with an injunction, and that Graham 
therefore decided to plow before they could 
issue the injunction. 


by Jean E. 

The Women's Caucus at last year's RRR 
dealt with the group process and how well 
women are included. The subject was 
brought up in the context of some women's 
experience (small minority) that certain men 
make it hard for them to play meaningful 
roles, and some women's experience (major- 
ity) that the Media still goes after the men, 
and the most redneck men, as images. 


tics. Media ID badges, collecting registration, 
handling complaints, working with site-se- 
lection groups to determine if open/media 
areas can be separated from private/"living 
room"/non-media areas. Admittedly, creat- 
ing a fair and representative spokesperson 
list could be controversial, but has that ever 
stopped this group? (Let's Include everyone, 
even those we consider dangerous; we'll Just 
put a warning label on!) 

Those who volunteered for the Media 
Group arej ean Crawford, Michael Robinson, 
Roger Featherstone, Steve Horton, Mike 
Jakubal, Jeff McDuff, Anne Petermann, Barry 
Auskem, and myself. Come January, some- 
one call someone and let's get started. Any 
others who want to Join, call someone. 

Oh yes — it was also majority opinion to 
publish this and ask for input from anyone 
and everyone on any detail. Please don't 
wait till you arrive to add your 2 cents; we 
want it now. Thanks! 


For whatever reason, on Saturday No- 
vember 17, Graham exercised his legal 
"right" to destroy "his" prairie. By cover of 
night, Graham's hired sidekick began plow- 
ing. By early Sunday morning he had de- 
stroyed almost half of the tract. Red-tailed 
Hawks, Northern Harriers, and Rough- 
legged Hawks swarmed above the freshly 
plowed soil gorging themselves on voles and 
pocket gophers. Before noon Graham's ac- 
tion was discovered and environmentalists 
convinced him to give them 24 hours to try 
to get the county to purchase the land at his 
exorbitant asking price of $6000 per acre. 

After an emergency late night meeting, 
the County Commission offered to give 
Graham a 10%, non-refundable down pay- 
ment and to purchase the rest of the tract in 
six months provided they could turn the sod 
back over on the plowed section. But then 
Graham further stipulated that he would sell 
only if the county guaranteed him that no 
future legal or political action would alter the 
county's contract. Since no government 
agency below heaven could legally promise 
him this, Graham walked out of the meeting 
promising to plow come sunrise. 

On the morning of November 1 7 about 
30 activists surrounded Graham's tractor. 
When confronted by Graham and the 
sheriffs posse, about half peaceably left the 
property. The others attempted to put them- 
selves between the prairie and the plow. 
When Graham's sidekick headed straight for 
them, they were forced to move or become 
one with the land. One activist said the 
tractor almost knocked her over. With no 
other options available, a disheartened 
group spent the rest of the day watching the 
prairie become just another brome field. 

Unlike tropical rainforests or redwood 
forests, the tallgrass prairie has few support- 
ers. There are several reasons for this. One is 
that most of it is already gone. The remain- 
ing fragmented prairies aren't outstanding 
scenic treasures like Yellowstone or 
Yosemite. The prairie's wonders are subtle, 
fragile, and, now, extremely rare. 

This biome is a vital part of the evolu- 
tionary heritage of North America. If our 
future is to be shared with Bison, Pronghorn, 
or Meade's Milkweed, then the remaining 
tracts of prairie must be saved. Only from 
these can we hope to rebuild what we have 
destroyed. We can't afford to lose even one 
more acre! Kansas is not the only state with 
virgin prairie. Most Midwestern states were 
once predominantly grassland, and with 
your help perhaps they will be again. But we 
must act now to make this possible. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 
•Find and contribute to local prairie foun- 
dations like the Missouri Prairie Society. 
•Contribute to The Nature Conservancy, 
and mention that you want your money 
used to buy prairies. 

•Write your congressional representatives 
urging them to support legislation aimed 
at establishing a Tallgrass Prairie National 
Park in eastern Kansas's Flint Hills. 


The majority felt that, Media images to 
the contrary, most women are able to take on 
Just about any role in EF! they want and, 
indeed, are the major players in many areas, 
though some men — like everywhere — are 
a problem. But the feeling seemed to be that 
those men are a small though powerful 
minority; even EF! women have a hard time 
with them. A greater challenge seemed to be 
how to "outreach,” run meetings, and 
"mentor" (myntor?) to get more women 
involved. (We haven't gone to those women 
managers’ "How to Develop an Effective 
Team" seminars.) 

A "round robin” turned up many help- 
ful suggestions for solving these problems. 
Not all were roundly agreed upon, but they 
Include: 

•show respect and confront disrespect, even 
Joking-style disrespect 
•draw out those who hang back 
•"mobile” leadership (leadership should 
move, so no one always has the responsibil- 
ity), or - 

•consensus (the group split between consen- 
sus and less structured forms; in any case, get 
everyone's opinion) 

*no structure for rotation, but understand 
that input should come from different 
people 

•reaffirmation for a good Job 
•help individuals take on new tasks 
•educate the group about “process" 

•have fun! have food! social is Important!! 

continued on page IS 


Women and Group Processes 
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VICTIMS OF THE WAR ON PREDATORS. These mountain lions were all killed on one Arizona 
rancher's Forest Service allotment by agents of the federal Animal Damage Control agency. 


Boycott Public Lands Beef! 


By Linda K. Wells 

A public lands beef boycott will begin 
this month In the 11 Western states. The 
boycott will be used as an educational pro- 
gram to teach the public about the destruc- 
tion of public lands by livestock grazing, to 
attract media attention, and to drive a wedge 
between public and private producers. All 
beef will have to be boycotted until public 
lands beef is labeled. It will start in the West 
but the goal is a nationwide boycott. 

The loss of wildlife due to livestock 
grazing Is overwhelming. Wildlife numbers 
have been reduced to small fractions of pre- 
settlement populations. Every year Animal 
Damage Control (ADC), a federal agency 
formed to protect livestock, kills hundreds of 
thousands of animals, and ranchers them- 
selves add to the toll. Ranchers can kill any 
animals that cause problems for their live- 
stock (except game animals because these 
can be sold by local game agencies) and they 
don't need a license ahd they are not re- 
quired to report their kills. The methods 
used are generally cruel. Traps, snares, poi- 
sons, denning (digging out or hooking pups 
from den and clubbing them) and shooting 
from planes and helicopters are a few of the 


Women . . . 

continued from page 14 
•have things for new people to do and for 
people who can’t make meetings 
•choose an environment with no distrac- 
tions 

•have all women's group dinner 
•have ‘‘vibes" watcher 
•encourage spirituality (this was not unani- 
mous) 

•have "round robins": personal to begin; 

assess process at end 

•have humor sessions 

•express your passion 

•train members for new responsibilities 

•use word like "organizer" instead of 

"leader" (the necessity of this was disputed, 

as some feel "leader" should not connote a 

single person but many different people in a 

role for a time, and therefore is not a negative 

word) 

The Women's Caucus asked that this be 
published to help all our groups be more 
effective. 


barbaric methods used by both ADC and 
ranchers. 

ADC and ranchers also kill many non- 
target animals because their techniques are 
non-discriminatory. Animals are also killed 
on fences and in stock tanks. Ranch roads 
open up areas to hunters, ORVs and other 
destructive influences. 

Livestock ranching has caused more soil 
damage and erosion and has depleted, de- 
stroyed and polluted more natural water 
sources than any other land use. Native 
vegetation is also highly impacted by live- 
stock ranching. In many areas of the West, 
the native vegetation is cleared and non- 
native species of no use for wildlife are 
planted. On public land, most plants that 
cows will not eat are considered weeds and 
eradicated. The loss of vegetation further 
reduces wildlife numbers by reducing food 


sources and nesting areas. 

The destruction caused by livestock 
grazing is subsidized by our taxes. Almost 
half the area of the Western states Is grazed 
public lands, including National Wildlife 
Refuges and Wilderness Areas. Yet these 
public lands produce only 3% of the forage 
provided for US beef production. 

In short, there are no good reasons to 
continue this destructive practice, but 
ranchers have enormous political clout. The 
myth of the rugged independent Western 
rancher is so much a part of our history it is 
hard to fight. Challenging that myth and 
exposing the truth of today's public land 
rancher is considered un-American. Yet that 
is exactly what we must do; public lands 
must be set aside to be truly wild and the 
public lands rancher must go the way of the 
whaler. 


WHAT YOU CAN DO 

* Organize a boycott in your area. For 
ipore information, contact Linda Wells, 
Ranching Task Force, POB416S2, Tucson, AZ 
85717; (602)327-9973. 

* Donate to cover costs of printing 
bumperstickers and brochures for the boy- 
cott. Send donations to Nancy Ferguson, 
Star Route, Bates, OR 97817. 

* Become more Informed about public 
lands ranching. Read Sacred Cows at the 
Public Trough and Ecodefense, and rent the 
overgrazing slide show to show your group 
(see ad in this Journal). 

* To get more information on ranching 
and to send donations, contact Lynn Jacobs, 
Ranching Task Force, POB 5874, Tucson, AZ 
85703. 


HEADWATERS FOREST 
NEEDS YOUR HELP 

NOW 


By Brian Wyatt 

Fifteen miles southeast of Eureka, CA, 
stands the largest unprotected grove of an- 
cient redwoods, the 3,000-acre Headwaters 
Forest. This grove serves a vital ecological 
role, not only as a core habitat for Spotted 
Owl Marbled Murrelet, Pacific Fisher, Red 
Tree Vole, Tailed Frog and others, but also as 
a migration corridor to allow genetic mixing 
between populations in Redwood National 
Park and Humboldt State Redwoods/which 
stand to the north and south of Headwaters. 
This area will determine the fate of the entire 
redwood ecosystem. The next largest grove 
of untouched redwoods is a mere 300 acres. 

This magnificent stand of primeval for- 
est Is now scheduled for slaughter as early as 
January to pay off the next installment of 


Maxxam's Junk bond debts, incurred when 
they bought the grove's corporate "owner". 
Pacific Lumber. The two timber harvest 
plans proposed to completely fragment and 
destroy this fragile ecosystem are up for re- 
view by the corporate-dominated Board of 
Forestry on January 9th in Sacramento, CA. 

The plans were originally denied by the 
CA Dept, of Forestry because Headwaters is 
the third most important habitat for the 
Marbled Murrelet, now petitioned for federal 
Threatened status in the lower 48 states. (I'm 
sure the 3,000 letters of disapproval also 
affected their normal rubber-stamping proc- 
ess.) Needless to say. Pacific Lumber ap- 
pealed the plans to the state Bored of For- 
estry. 

Now it is up to us to face the beast with 
a massive outcry. At this point In the game, 


immense national pressure is our best 
chance. We're asking for letters to be written 
ASAP from all over the country. We only 
have until Jan. 7 to comment. Please send 
comments to: Ross Johnson, c/o Board of 
Forestry, 1416 9th Street, Sacramento, CA 
948 1 4; or FAX: 916-327-0000. Ask for denial 
of THPs 1-89-762 and 1-89-793. 

A statewide call is going out for a march 
in Sacramento on the day of the meeting. 
Contact 707-895-2043 for more info. 

We expect a huge turnout in defense of 
Headwaters at the Board meeting, and are 
requesting people come ready for the woods 
in case of approval. Dress in full camo. Ifyou 
would like to help with actions in the woods 
call 707-468-1660. 
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You Buy Winters Bayou 

One of the most botanlcally diverse 
areas in North America needs your help. The 
710 acre Winters Bayou Scenic Area in the 
Sam Houston National Forest offers habitat 
for rare species such as Crane-fly and Yellow- 
fringed Orchids, Pileated and Red-cockaded 
Woodpeckers, and Painted Bunting. It con- 
tains mature stands of Loblolly Pine, gigantic 
Cabbag ? Palmetto, and a bird rookery. 

Un ortunately, the official boundaries 
of this a, ?a are too small to properly main- 
tain such genetic diversity. With the acqui- 
sition of 1 .'0 acres of private land, the closing 
of one dirt road, and the addition and reha- 
bilitation of some of the Forest Service's pine 
plantations, the Scenic Area could be ex- 
panded into a Winters Bayou Wilderness. 
The private land that needs to be acquired 
has Indian sites, successional ponds, and the 
world's largest Laurel Oak tree. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 1) Donate 
money for land purchases to Wilderness 
Club, Rt.3 Box 11 4, Cleveland, TX 77327. 
2) Write the FS supervisor asking him to 
outlaw hunting in Scenic Areas and to end 
clearcutting: William Lannon, National 
Forests in TX, 701 N First St, Lufkin, TX 
75901. 3) Lobby your senators and repre- 
sentative for Wilderness designation of 
Winters Bayou; and urge them to 
strengthen and support the Clear-cut Re- 
straint Bill, HR 2406: senators, US Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510; representative. 
House of Representatives, DC 20515. 4) 
Visit the area to hike and carry away trash. 
Call the caretakers at 713-592-7664 to 
schedule your visit so as to minimize im- 
pact. 

Trekkin' Turtle Island 

"I'm an Eastern Bluebird. Can you help 
me?” I ask. The hiker scans my be-winged 
pack, my decorated t-shirt, my feathered cap, 
and decides to be amused. 

"Bluebirds used to be common 
throughout the Eastern woodlands,” I con- 
tinue. "They have become scarce because 
they can’t find places to nest. Bluebirds nest 
in abandoned tree cavities, preferably near 
an open field. But people have become afraid 
of dead trees, and cut them down so they 
won’t fall on their property. Fences that used 
to be made of wood are now made of metal. 
In the few places where there are dead wood 
cavities, birds of European descent — like 
House Sparrows and starlings — take over. 
These birds have had centuries of getting 
used to humans, and are much meaner and 
tougher than bluebirds. Sparrows have been 
known to kill bluebirds and build a nest on 
top of the bluebird nest. I am here to speak 
not just for bluebirds but for all plants and 
animals that need a place to live.” 

By now, the hiker realizes I am serious. 
We begin to talk. 

We discuss what humans do. We share 
what we have seen in the woods, and what 
we have not seen. I point out that the 
Appalachian Trail is very limited; wide 
enough for people to lose themselves In the 
illusion of green, yet too narrow for Cougar, 
bear, eagle to find the necessities of life. 

"Imagine a wildlife corridor from Maine 
to Georgia, " I say. Like most land in America, 
the Appalachian Trail serves human use. It is 
a hiking corridor of over 2000 miles which 
follows a chain of mountains from Springer 
Mountain in Georgia to Mt. Katahdin in 
Maine. The trail crosses towns and roads and 
occasionally threads through wilderness 
areas. 

"Most plants and animals that become 


rare, threatened, endangered, or extinct do 
so because they need a place to live," I tell the 
hiker. "They need habitat. Bluebirds are 
lucky because people like them and noticed 
when they became scarce. People put up 
special starling- and sparrow-proof boxes 
and bluebirds have been making a come- 
back. Most other species are not as fortu- 
nate." 

When the cause of imminent extinc- 
tion is loss of habitat, the solution is to set 
aside more land. But most land in the East is 
privately owned. Decisions are tough — 
especially when they Involve your acreage. 
Broadening the Appalachian Trail has to be a 
gradual process. But how gradual? And who 
will pay? Will it be the small formers who 
have owned the land for decades (and, 
though their farming practices are not sus- 
tainable, still have fierce loyalties to the 
land)? Will it be spread out nationally to the 
American taxpayers? 

Many of us were on the Appalachian 
Trail this summer. We were cougar and 
bluebird, wolf and grasshopper, small-footed 
bat and timber rattlesnake. We hiked differ- 
ent sections of the trail, spreading the word 
from Georgia to Maine. 

What Humans Can Do 

Support the Biodiversity Bill (HR 1268, 
Representative JimScheuer, D-NY). This bill 
would compel us to maintain biological 
diversity and educate ourselves about species 
and ecosystems. The bill suggests we set 
aside habitat before indigenous plants and 
animals become listed as Endangered. (It 
does not mention specific areas to be set 
aside; these will follow in future legislation.) 
Please write, call and send telegrams to your 
representative and senators (representative, 
House of Representatives, DC 20515, 202- 
225-3121; senators, Senate, DC 20510, 202- 
224-3 121); and contact the Audubon Society 
about setting up bluebird boxes! 

— Miriam Feinsteln, Eastern Bluebird 

Sequoia Forest Charges 
Dismissed 

Charges against an EF! organizer and a 
Redwood Summer protester were dismissed 
on 4 October 1990 in US Magistrate's Court 
at Ash Mountain, California. The court pre- 
sides over matters arising in the adjacent 
Sequoia National Forest. 

The defendants were charged with 
damage to property, not having a Forest 
Service permit, not complying with the FS 
permit they did have, and allowing others to 
commit criminal acts. The criminal com- 
plaints alleged that these criminal activities 
were conducted by the organization Earth 
First! 

Actually, the defendants signed for a FS 
permit to hold a rendezvous on August 28 
and 29. The following day, other protesters 
blocked a logging road and committed other 
acts against logging operations. Shortly 
thereafter, even though the defendants were 
not present, they were charged with the 
logging road offenses. 

The dismissal occurred when attorney 
Bill Logan, Three Rivers, argued that the 
criminal complaints failed to allege any 
crime, and convinced the government to 
drop the case. The government, however, 
blamed the dismissals on a lack of witnesses 
and the danger of violence from EF!ers if a 
trial were held. Attorney Logan was assisted 
by attorneys Ron Sinoway, Humboldt, and 
Dave Wheeler, Sugarloaf. 

— Dave Wheeler, POB 1398, Sugarloaf, 
CA 92386 


A Washington Group 
Pushes NFPA! 

Finally a DC based group is pushing for 
passage of the Native Forest Protection Act 
(NFPA). Most of this country's big main- 
stream groups have been advocating a pain- 
fully moderate bill, the American Forests 
Protection Act (AFPA), but Save America's 
Forests, a new national grassroots lobbying 
coalition, is championing NFPA. Save 
America's Forests is rapidly emerging as a 
catalyst for nationwide forest protection in 
the United States. 

The group's first major success was on 
16 September 1990, when over 1000 con- 
cerned citizens from around the country 
converged on the steps of the US Capitol for 
the “Stop Clearcutting Our National Forests" 
Rally. It was the largest forest protection 
protest ever held in Washington, and it 
helped stop several timber lobby proposals 
being considered by Congress at the time. 
The crowd sent a message" of outrage to 
Congress and the President, calling for an 
end to logging of our last ancient forests, and 
demanding introduction and passage of the 
Native Forest Protection Act. [See compari- 
son of NFPA and AFPA in Tribal Lore section 
of August EF!].] 

Since its Inception in May 1990, Save 
America's Forests Coalition has grown to 
over 50 local, regional, and national groups 
from 21 states representing over 160,000 
activists. The campaign for NFPA should 
attract a broad base of groups, including 
those working on recycling, animal rights, 
endangered species, and air, water, and soil 
quality, since forest protection directly or 
indirectly advances these causes. NFPA 
would protect ancient and native forests on 
public lands nationwide, ban clearcutting 
and road-building, and provide economic 
assistance to workers, communities, and 
industries facing difficult transitions. 

The group's future plans Include re- 
gional organizing conferences, professional 
media coordination, and a huge Rally for the 
Forests and congressional lobby week this 
spring, all pushing for passage of NFPA. By 
basing their action in Washington DC, the 
group will challenge the system of congres- 
sional compromise. 

Save America's Forests welcomes group 
and individual membership in its coalition. 
Members receive political action updates 
through mailings, phone trees, and com- 
puter communications. The Washington 
office helps link them with other groups and 
learn how to be effective grassroots lobbyists. 
The coalition is represented directly in Con- 
gress by the DC lobbying staff. For more 
Information, contact Save America’s Forests, 
1742 18th St. NW, Washington, DC 20009; 
202-667-5150. 

Cattle Shot; K-Mart Mart 
Thought Responsible 

Several cattle in central Washington’s 
Methow Valley were recently found dead of 
bow & arrow shots. Apparently a cheap K- 
Mart set was used, yet K-Mart has not offered 
to compensate the rancher. 

Endangered Species ... 

ACT! 

There are 6000 species of plants and 
animals currently threatened with extinc- 
tion in the United States, and with the excep- 
tion of a few charismatic species, the govern- 
ment agencies entrusted with their well- 
being aren't doing a damn thing about it. 
Development, logging, and mining go on 
unrestrained, violating Congress's order that 
the well-being of these species must take 
precedence over all other considerations in 
all federal decisfons regarding alteration of 
their habitat. The Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) is not being enforced. Starting with the 
Reagan years and continuing with the Bush/ 
Lujan regime, pro development cabinet 
members, representatives and senators have 
undermined the implementation of the law. 

Of the 6000 biologically threatened and 
endangered species, only 575 are formally 
listed by the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) as Threatened or Endangered. Over 
1000 others are on the brink of extinction! 

These 1000 species need immediate list- 
ing and protection, but this won't happen 
unless we take action. We must demand full 
implementation of the Endangered Species 
Act and work for passage of an Endangered 
Ecosystems Act. Earth First! is calling for a 
week of organized action to give the ESA its 
claws back. Grassroots activists throughout 
the nation will rally to save species diversity 
the last week in March 1991, followed by a 
massive demonstration in DC. 

You can begin preparing now. Demand 
(real friendly like) from the FWS a list of all 
Endangered, Threatened and sensitive spe- 
cies in your region. Also demand a list of all 
candidate species (Cl, C2) recommended for 
listing and find out why they're not. Natural 
heritage foundations can help here, as well as 


the Siena Club, Audubon Society, etc. Fed- 
eral agencies are required by law to protect all 
these species. Ask the FWS, Forest Service, 
Bureau of Land Management, National Park 
Service et. al. for their comprehensive man- 
agement plans for these species and ask to see 
the implementation in die field. We'll use 
your information to organize simultaneous 
actions throughout the nation. 

Send your ideas and information to 
Sage, 3904 Cerrito, Oakland, CA 94511. 
Send photos of your representative species to 
Karen Coulter, POB 242, Concrete, WA 
98237. Please send all the info you can by 
January 1. Send money too! 

— Buck Young 

Alliance for a Paving 
Moratorium's Message to 
EF! 

Your response to the Journal's coverage 
(8-90 & 1 1-90) of Fossil Fuels Action's initia- 
tives — EcoDemocracy, Ecostroika, Revolu- 
tion for Conservation, and a National Paving 
Moratorium — has been encouraging. The 
pattern of response to our positions on en- 
ergy and technology has told us two things: 
it is the grassroots, non-Washington, DC 
environmentalists who are open to restruc- 
turing society; and a moratorium on new 
roads and parking lots is the best route for 
Fossil Fuels Action (and others, we antici- 
pate) to pursue restructuring and to protect 
wildlife. 

Therefore we are forming the Alliance 
for a Paving Moratorium. Putting our other 
interests on the back burner. Fossil Fuels 
Action will intensify the moratorium peti- 
tion process, respond to pleas for help from 
around the country regarding new roads, 
and take advantage of the successful effort to 
get the paving moratorium idea out — such 
as by Fossil Fuels Action representative Raul 
Riutor in Argentina, and California Greens 
demonstrating against the Oil War by de- 
manding a paving moratorium among other 
policy changes. (On national and state for- 
ests, non-paved roads used for logging and 
roads that fragment sensitive habitats would 
be prohibited; existing roads would be evalu- 
ated for clusure.) 

For an example of the ongoing problem 
of road-building, consider North Carolina. 
Despite global warming and the Persian Gulf 
crisis, North Carolina plans to spend $9.2 
billion for road-building in the next few 
years, so that 95% of the population can have 
a 4-lane highway within 10 miles. This is at 
a time when NC has cut social services spend- 
ing, has one of the worst infant mortality 
rates in the nation, and is near the bottom 
nationally In SAT scores. The Triangle Net- 
work for Transportation is leading the fight, 
with supporters such as Greens, the Student 
Environmental Action Coalition, Center for 
Reflection on the Second Law, and Alliance 
for a Paving Moratorium. 

We already have indications that "con- 
servative" activists and leaders are of a mind 
to consider halting ever-more roads and 
parking lots. Their reasons include fighting 
higher taxes brought on by "growth" and 
protecting ljistoric sites from being paved 
over. Mainstream environmental groups 
have also given us indications that a morato- 
rium on roads is timely. Some will need time 
to see the logic in halting roads for the sake 
of wildlife and water. Jacques Cousteau told 
us he could not support the moratorium at 
this time. But we have among the hundreds 
of petition signatures those of key staffers at 
Sierra Club, Worldwatch Institute, and great 
individuals such as John Robbins, author of 
Diet for a New America. 

Among the organizations supporting a 
National Paving Moratorium are Earth Is- 
land Institute, Rainforest Action Network, 
Bioregional Congress, Earth First! Journal, 
and many groups in the Student Environ- 
mental Action Coalition. Members of the 
new Alliance include Virginians for Wilder- 
ness, Center for Reflection on the Second 
Law, Preserve Appalachian Wilderness, and 
Urban Ecology of Berkeley, which will fight 
for the moratorium through its worldwide 
Ecocity network. 

Members of the Alliance, whether 
groups or Individuals, circulate the paving 
moratoriump>etitions, fight for local morato- 
riums, and promote the concept nationally 
and internationally. More active members 
will provide input on roads, their effects and 
alternatives, so that the Alliance’s resources 
and data are available on request. Organiz- 
ing the campaign will include planning and 
fundraising for active Alliance members. 
Fossil Fuels Action has retained Mark Jacob- 
son for the Alliance's grant requests from 
foundations. Mark was Director of Develop- 
ment for First Nations Financial Project, a 
nonprofit group for American Indians. 

The Alliance has the benefit of a range of 
Advisors. Bob Mueller, Virginia Earth First! 
contact, serves as science advisor for the 
Alliance; on rainforest issues, Lon Maxfield 
of Jivan Institute in Seattle; for population 
expertise, Virginia Abemethy, editorof Popu- 


Page 16 Earth First! December 21, 1990 



lation and Environment. Editing, art and 
poetry will come from singer Bill Van Doren. 

"Killing Roads," the EF! Biodiversity 
Project's road primer, is a valued resource for 
the paving moratorium campaign. The 
groundwork of that excellent tabloid earlier 
this year for the Journal means that EF! 's and 
Fossil Fuels Action's activities were meant to 
dovetail. 

Gaia Communications, West Holly- 
wood, CA, will handle a public information 
campaign to assure maximum media expo- 
sure. This may be the only environment- 
only PR firm established. 

The Alliance needs you, no matter 
where you are, to help bring about the first 
moratorium — more than likely a local one. 
Please send us any relevant Information and 
spare funds you may have. Help get this 
campaign off the ground; let's "hit the pave- 
ment running." After all, roads have been 
the key to the ra pe of the Earth — you almost 
can't destroy the planet without 'em. To put 
Earth first and return to ecodemocracy — 
equal rights for all species — and to encour- 
age the reversal of our oil use patterns as we 
begin remaking communities now in decay, 
support a national moratoriumon new roads 
and parking lots. It's the least we can do as 
the world's worst polluter and biggest con- 
sumer, and it’s probably the simplest meas- 
ure we as a people can undertake to forge a 
livable, equitable future. 

—Jan Lundberg, Executive Director, 
Alliance fora Paving Moratorium, POB 8SS 8, 
Frederiksburg, VA 22404; 703-371-0222; fax 
703-371-0646 


Animal Rights Activist 
Jailed 

Henry Hutto, a West Coast activist, has 
been imprisoned and kept in solitary con- 
finement since October for refusing to coop- 
erate with a U.S. grand jury. 

Among other things, the grand jury is 
investigating a 1987 fire that destroyed an 
animal experimentation building at Univer- 
sity of California, Davis. Under the laws 
governing grand jury operations, a witness 
can be imprisoned If he or she refuses to 
testify after being offered immunity from 
prosecution. Hutto traveled from his Eu- 
gene, OR, home to appear before the Sacra- 
mento jury, butrefosed to answer the panel's 
questions. He was then jailed, and could 
remain in prison until the end of the grand 
jury's term, scheduled for the end of the year. 

Hutto's imprisonment follows the two- 
day incarceration of Sacramento activist 
Debra Ann Young, who refused to cooperate 
with the grand jury in August. 

The grand jury has been harassing ani- 
mal rights activists, searching for informa- 
tion about the Animal Liberation Front and 
ALF actions. 

A Henry Hutto Support Fund has been 
started to cover his legal and other expenses. 
Send donations (marked HHSF) to: National 
Foundation for Animal Law, 926 J St, Suite 
813, Sacramento, CA 95814. For more infor- 
mation, call (916) 441-7232. 



Whaling Creeps Back 


The following is condensed from an article 
by Sea Shepherd Atlantic Director Benjamin 
White Jr. in the Autumn 1990 Sea Shepherd 
Log. To receive the Log, donate to Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society, Box 7000-S, Redondo 
Beach, CA 90277. 

Having returned from the International 
Whaling Commission (IWQ meeting In 
Holland, and the Bellerlve Symposium on 
Whales and Dolphins in Captivity in Ge- 
neva, it is time to report briefly on those 
meetings and on our activities. 

The 1WC appears to be inexorably slid- 
ing toward the resumption of commercial 
whaling in the near future — maybe next 
year. Evidence showing a reasonably high 
number of Mlnke Whales in both the North- 
ern and Southern seas has Norway, Iceland, 
and of course, Japan slavering fora chance to 
clean the rust off their harpoons. Whale 
lovers worldwide must remind leaders that 
the initial moratorium on commercial whal- 
ing was based on political and ethical rea- 
sons, not just the "science" of numbers. 

One focus needs to be on St Vincent 
and St Lucia who are voting with the whal- 
ers. Telling those countries' chambers of 
commerce that you have decided against 
bringing your 800 member family reunion to 
their island because of their anachronistic 
policies on whaling could make a difference. 
The Japanese are not the only ones who can 
wield economic clout 

The only really good news from IWC is 
the gradual extension of their management 
responsibilities to include (for the first time) 
small cetaceans. Faced with evidence of the 
annual slaughter of up to 500,000 small 
whales, dolphins, and porpoises worldwide, 
the commission backed the United Nations 
resolution condemning drift nets, criticized 
Japan for their wholesale destruction of 
Dali's Porpoises, and directed the scientific 
committee to assemble population statistics 
on these animals. 

Held two days later, the Bellerive Sym- 
posium generally engendered a greater sense 
of hope for the future. For the first time, 
representatives of 30 organizations from 
eight countries met to plan strategy and 
establish information banks to combat the 


entertainment and hotel industries’ impris- 
oning of dolphins for the bermuda short 
wearing, camera toting crowds. 

The best idea of the conference came 
from Dr. Paul Spongof Orca Lab on Vancou- 
ver Island, British Columbia, Canada. He 
suggested we insist that Sea World — owned 
by Anheuser-Busch — release Corky. This 23 
year old Orca has had seven babies, which 
have all died, and is now slowing declining 
in captivity. His plan is to release Corky to 
her own family with a movie camera on her 
back (with dissolving collar and radar beacon 
for recovery) to show what life with a free 
Orca pod is like. 1 will work with Dr. Spong 
to make this dream a reality. By focusing on 
one individual, we can make tangible the 
arguments against captivity. If Anheuser- 
Busch resists, it may be time to boycott their 
beer. Corky, this Bud's for you. 

While the status of dolphin captures in 
the United States is now in Umbo — with 
none being taken at this time — National 
Marine Fisheries Service has begun a reevalu- 
ation of their permit system, and the Navy 
must complete an environmental impact 
statement (EIS) before any more dolphins 
can be taken from the Gulf. The NMFS has 
been harshly criticized for their poor re- 
sponse to the die-off of over 300 dolphins in 
the Gulf of Mexico. Although the die-off 
prompted NMFS to request a voluntary sus- 
pension of the collection of dolphins (in Ueu 
of a moratorium), they have yet to analyze 
any of the tissue samples for disease or toxics 
and now know Uttle more about the die-off 
than they did when it began. 

In response to NMFS's permit review 
and request for public input, Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society has demanded that the 
law protecting dolphins — the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act — be upheld. Addi- 
tionally, since August 1989 we have taken 
the foUowing direct actions: 

1) Disrupted the illegal capture of a 
mother and baby dolphin by Gulf World Inc. 
near Panama City and effected their release. 
This prompted NMFS to file charges against 
three of us for harassment of dolphins! The 
hearing has been held but no judgement 
rendered. 


Montana's 1991 Legisla- 
ture: Change in the Winds? 

November's elections were a great dis- 
appointment to the timber industry in west- 
ern Montana. Three incumbent state legisla- 
tors with business ties to the timber industry 
were unseated by newcomers and a fourth 
timber ally failed to get elected in his initial 
try for the legislature. Three of the four are 
former officers of the Montana Logging As- 
sociation. 

Environmentalists in Montana believe 
the change in the make-up of the 1991 legis- 
lature will improve chances for passage of a 
state forest practices act, which the timber 
industry has successfully fought against in 
years past. Unlike such states as California, 
Montana still has no state-level law govern- 
ing forest practices. 

A poll conducted by the Missoulian also 
contained a few surprises. It shows a lot of 
sympathy for the views of Earth First!, but 
not its tactics, in the 1991 legislature. When 
the Missoulian posed the question "Which 
describes your view of the environmental 
group Earth First!?'', members of the legisla- 
ture responded as follows: 

48% of the House and 36% of the Senate 
responded "I sympathize with some of its 
views, but am skeptical about its practice." 

18%oftheHouseand 30% of the Senate 
responded "I have little or no sympathy for 
its views." 


23%ofthe House and 22% of the Senate 
responded "I strongly oppose it." 

1% of the House and 2% of the Senate 
responded "I admire it." 

10% ofthe House and 10% of the Senate 
either refused to answer or offered an answer 
other than the choices presented. 

The 11/10/90 Missoulian attributed the 
following quotes to Montana legislators: 

Rep. Ben Cohen, D-Whitefish: ex- 
pressed "a strong admiration for the moral 
commitment" of Earth First! "But I'm dead- 
set against tree spiking or the sabotaging of 
equipment." 

Rep. Hal Harper, D-Helena: "We’ve got 
to have someone out in front, on the cutting 
edge." 

Rep.JimSouthworth, D-Billings: “They 
are a little screwy, but they have done some 
good in bringing issues before the public." 

Sen. Bill Farrell, R-Missoula: "Sorry, 
folks. Communists used guerillas in Viet- 
nam against me. They may have been right, 
but I didn't like it." 

Montana and other Northwest activists 
see the near upset of US Senator Mark Hat- 
field and the ousting of US Representative 
Denny Smith in Oregon, and the legislative 
remake in Montana, as an indication that the 
political tide is shifting away from the tradi- 
tional resource export based colonialization 
of the Northwest. 

— Keith Hammer 



2) Prevented the capture of six dol- 
phins, for the Baltimore Aquarium, in Char- 
lotte Harbor, Florida by veteran collectorsjay 
Sweeney and Harvey Hamilton. The event 
catalyzed local opposition to dolphin col- 
lecting, enlisted Congressman Porter Goss 
and Florida Governor Bob Martinez, and lead 
to closure of all Florida aquatic preserves, 
such as Charlotte Harbor, to dolphin collect- 
ing. 

3) Cut the nets at Hawk's Cay Marina in 
Duck Key, Florida to release the one remain- 
ing dolphin destined for Baltimore. This 
occurred after J ay Sweeney completely galva- 
nized the state of Florida against captures by 
grabbing two dolphins from Tampa Bay and 
illegally transporting them to the Keys. After 
80 days of force feeding through a tube, one 
of the dolphins finally died. The remaining 
dolphin unfortunately did not leave the 
enclosure. Though the nets were cut, it was 
suffering from a common victim's syn- 
drome, a crushed spirit. 

4) Dropped 330’ of chain link fence 
holding ten dolphins at the private Bahamas 
resort at Treasure Island, Abaco. Harvey 
Hamilton had caught eight of these for his 
export business after being shut down in 
Florida. At last report, five dolphins left for 
good, five remained. The action has caused 
the Government of Bahamas to seriously 
reconsider its opening of Bahamian waters to 
his business. 

Sea Shepherd's efforts have been stun- 
ningly successful. Not only those who con- 
ducted midnight missions, and those who 
documented our efforts, but those who have 
swamped state and federal offices with letters 
and phone calls, have been responsible for a 
sea change in the thinking of the American 
people. We now have a good chance of 
closing the dirty business. 

Now for the usual grovelling: we are 
broke. If you want this work to continue, 
please help. We have almost no administra- 
tion costs, no overhead and no employees; 
but travel, boats, lawyers and wire cutters 
cost money. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

Volunteer. Send donations: 

*Sea Shepherd, c/o Ben White, 12213 
Avery Rd, Fairfax, VA 22033 (or Sea Shep- 
herd address above) 

Insist that the regulatory agency re- 
sponsible for marine creatures do its job: 
*NMFS, Office of Protected Species, 1335 
E.W. Highway, Room 7234, Silver Spring, 
MD 20910 

Tell nations considering supporting 
whaling not to do so: 

*St. Vincent Mission to the United Na- 
tions, 801 2nd Ave, 21st Floor, New York, 
NY 10017; 

*St. Lucia Mission to the UN, 820 2nd Ave, 
Suite 900-E, New York 10017 


Pracownia na Rzecz 
Wszystkich Istot - Stacja 
Edukacji Ekologicznej 
Promotes Deep Ecology 

ed. note: The Polish group Workshop for 
All Beings - Station of Ecological Education “is a 
group of people who have accepted Deep Ecol- 
ogy working “to save the wild places of Po- 
land." The following describes one of the 
Workshop's efforts: 

Bielsko-Biala is the only Polish town 
with mountain forest (about 2800 hectares) 
in its boundaries. For years this forest has 
been logged and mismanaged. Protests, 
petitions, direct actions and negotiations 
with local authorities, organised by activists 
of the Workshop for All Beings, led province 
authorities to stop all further logger there. 

A commission has been established to 
complete a report on the future ofthe Wapi- 
enica Valley area. Members of the Workshop 
are represented on the commission. It may 
be possible to exclude this area from State 
Forests management (which means logging 
and selling timber) and to create a landscape 
forest park supported and maintained by 
public funds. The area has primeval, natural 
beech forest, and trout still live in the 
streams. 

If this project succeeds, it will be an 
example for neighbouring forest areas and 
will prove that intensive logging is not the 
only kind of land management possible in 
the sick Beskidy forests. Wapienica is an 
especially good area for this experiment 
because of its location near the town (public 
control), and in such a direction from it that 
pollution-carrying winds do not penetrate. 
It could become a vivid demonstration of a 
shift to the new ecological paradigm. 

— Andrzej Janusz Korbel, Pracownia na 
Rzecz Wszystkich Istot, ul. Magi 21 /3, 43-300 
Bielsko-Biala, POLAND 

Polish Ecologists Blockade 
Dam Construction 

Polish ecologists blockaded a road in 
the Pieniny Mountains in July in an attempt 
to stop construction of a dam on the Duna jec 
River. The "first action of this type in Po- 
land," the blockade was organized by mem- 
bers of the Anarchist Federation and the 
Freedom and Peace Movement. Joining 
them in front of trucks were people from a 
variety of other groups, including the Federa- 
tion of Greens and the Franciscan Ecological 
Movement. 

Construction of the dam began in 1976. 
It has been called "a monument to the stu- 
pidity of the communists"; but, "after the 
collapse of communism nothing changed," 
continued on page 18 
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DIKE FOR DIKE explained - this was a mystery photo when we ran it in the September issue of EF!J, 
but we've since received the full story (see below). Polish ecologists blockaded a road in the Pieniny 
Mountains in July in an attempt to stop construction of a dam on the Dunajec River, the first action 
of this type in Poland. 


International 
News . . . 

continued from page 17 
the Anarchist Federation points out. The 
demonstrators were repeatedly told that 
they were too late, because stopping con- 
struction and recultivating the fields laid 
waste for the project would cost more than 
completing the dam. 

They replied that putting economic 
considerations first is the thinking of tech- 
nocrats, whether communist or Solidarity. 
The dam will destroy the National Park in the 
Pieniny Mountains, wipe out several en- 
demic plants, and perhaps also break a layer 
of soft limestone beneath the site. Argu- 
ments that the dam is needed for energy, 
drinking water, and flood control are with- 
out foundation. The proposed hydropower 
station will yield only 97 MW of electricity, 
0.003% of total production in Poland; the 
bay that the dam will create will be polluted, 
since all local rivers are contaminated; and 
flood control could be achieved through less 
harmful projects. 

Direct action was a positive experience 
for the Polish ecologists. "We spent a very 
fine week in the mountains, in tents at the 
river, near the pub with beer." No violence 
occurred. (The demonstrators allowed all 
vehicles except those involved in construc- 
tion to pass in order to maintain the good 
will of local people and tourists.) Most 
importantly, the press covered the demon- 
stration and discussed the reason for it. 

The Polish ecologists held a second 
blockade to stop the dam in August. They 
planned to go next to Warsaw to demon- 
strate against the development of nuclear 
energy in Poland and, in particular, against 
construction of the first nuclear power plant, 
Zamowiec (see photo in November issue of 
EFID- On September 4 Poland decided to 
abandon its nuclear program, at least for the 
next ten years. Work at Zamowiec has 
stopped. (Whether the government's an- 
nouncement came before or after the 
planned demonstration, EF!J has not 
heard.) 

Polish ecologists hope that engaging in 
actions will help their movement grow. 
They also hope that, even if they do not 
manage to stop the dam, their blockades will 
show the government that each time it 
undertakes a project that will harm people 
and nature it will meet resistance. The 
"authorities won't be able to stay indiffer- 
ent," they maintain. 

Drug Enforcement Agency 
Defoliates Huallaga Valley 

Drug Enforcement Agency statistics say 
that 70% of the cocaine produced in South 
America comes from the Rio Huallaga Basin. 
Peru's Rio Huallaga is one of the Amazon 
Basin’s richest areas in plant species, partly 
due to its climatic history. During glacia- 
tions, when water is concentrated at the 
poles, the high rainfall areas of the Amazon 
Basin diminish in size. The Rio Huallaga is 
one of the areas that is always wet, and 
consequently it has produced fantastic plant 
speciatlon. One bio-geographer estimates 
that the Amazon Basin has been above water 
continuously for 220 million yean — far 
longer than most places in the world. (The 
Madagascrlne Plate is an ancient plate that 
now Includes the African islands of Seych- 
elles, Mauritius and Madagascar in the In- 
dian Ocean. That land has been above water 
for 350 million years and is the oldest above 
water land on the planet.) 

The Amazon Basin — by virtue of heavy 
rainfall, lack of inundation, and a continu- 
ous growing season — has been like a vast 
laboratory for animal and plant speciatlon. 
The Rio Huallaga is the epicenter of this 
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process, and has one of the most intense 
concentrations of variegated species and 
genetic material on the planet. 

The Rio Huallaga Basin should be made 
into a vast nature reserve, but the US govern- 
ment would prefer to defoliate it. The DEA 
proposes that a chemical called Spike be 
sprayed into the air over the valley to kill 
coca bushes. This is essentially like burning 
down a forest to kill the ants. There may be 
a lot of coca down there, but it is floristically 
and faunistically one of the five or six richest 
areas on the planet, and is inhabited by 
dozens of tribes with many distinct language 
groups. 

The US State Department won’t be 
sympathetic to endangered plants, so we 
must remind them that Peru is being pushed 
into the arms of Sendaro Luminoso — an 
allegedly Maoist guerrilla group that rivals 
Pol Pot for its ruthlessness in dealing with 
enemies — by a combination of bad Peruvian 
economic policies and bad US policies to- 
ward the campesinos, the poor people who 
grow the coca. The poor see Sendaro as their 
only hope. It's a repeat of a sad story played 
over and over throughout the Third World. 

FUNDS NEEDED TO SAVE 
PNG & SOLOMON ISLANDS 
RAINFOREST 

Preamble 

The rainforests are the womb of life, 
home to more than half of Earth's species of 
plants and animals. Satellite photos reveal 
that at current rates of destruction, less than 
20 years remain before the rainforests are 
utterly annihilated. 

Whereas we have known for years that 
we are losing many species that would pro- 
vide us with foods, medicines and 
industrial products, only recently have 
scientists begun to realise that the rain- 
forests are vital organs of this living planet 
and that we are basically dismantling the 
thermostat regulating the composition of 
the atmosphere and the stability of the 
climate. 

Unsustainable industrial logging is one 
of the main culprits, and consequently, 
more than 400 Rainforest Action Groups 
have been trying to slow the consumption of 
meranti, teak, mahogany and other rain- 
forest timbers in the "developed" world. 
Wherever these forests are being destroyed 
or damaged, indigenous peoples are losing 
their ways of life and their very lives. 

Duncan Poore, Professor of Forestry 
from the University of London, was com- 
missioned by the ITTO (International Tropi- 
cal Timber Organisation) to conduct a study 
of tropical forestry. He concluded that less 
than 1/8 of 1% of forestry carried out in the 
tropics could be considered sustainable - all 
the rest was damaging or degrading the 
forests. As the 1/8 of 1% he identified was 
based on definitions of sustainability devel- 
oped in Queensland, Australia, and as the 
Qld foresters "cooked the books" to come up 
with their claims, this conclusion has been 
attacked. We conclude that there is not a 
single example anywhere in the world of 
sustainable logging of a tropical forest. 
PACIFIC ECOFORESTRY PROJECT 

Earlier this year, the 3 members of Rain- 
forest Information Center went to Papua 
New Guinea (PNG) and the Solomon Islands 
for 3 months to do an ecological audit of a 
small portable sawmill, the Wokabout, to see 
if it could be a viable alternative to large scale 
industrial logging by the multinationals. 
We concluded that with the right manage- 
ment plan and training it is indeed a viable 
alternative. Presently, although more than 
300 Woka bouts are in use in PNG, much 
needless destruction Is taking place because 
of the absence of suitable guidelines and 
models. 

Austria recently became the first coun- 
try in the world to ban ALL tropical timber 


imports from unsustainable sources. The 
struggle for the tropical forests will revolve 
around whether "sustainability" is a reality 
or mere rhetoric. In PNG we have the 
chance to set a standard of sustainability. 

In many cases in PNG and the 
Solomons, a community will sign over 
timber rights to industrial loggers unless 
the timber is perceived to have some other 
value for them. We need $120,000 for 
urgent interventions where imminent de- 
struction of the rainforests can only be 
prevented by providing the landowning 
communities with Wokabout Sawmills that 
enable them to carefully log a small part of 
their forests. Though the immediate finan- 
cial returns are not as great as what the 
logging companies offer, many communi- 
ties require only SOME return from their 
forests in order to spurn the companies. 
More than half of this $ 120,000 has already 
been raised. 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

We need $60,000 for 3 Wokabout 
sawmills and a small second-hand boat, 
with which we can save 54,000 hectares (Ha) 
of the last of the coastal rainforest in 
Morobe Province from destruction by PNG 
Forest Products Ltd. We can do tills by 
providing the Zia tribe with theWokabouts 
and a management plan (one each for the 
villages of Salwarra, Popoi and Sapo). Each 
sawmill will mainly cut timber left after 
clearing for gardens and plantations. After 
visiting more than 20 existing Wokabout 
sawmill sites, we are convinced that 
sustainable logging is possible on perhaps 
a 50 year rotation requiring just 150 Ha (3 
Ha/year) per mill. The boat will take the 
timber to Lae for export. 

SOLOMON ISLANDS 

We need $45,000 for three Wokabout 
sawmills. 

Presently about ten commercial logging 
companies operate in the Solomon Islands 
and others are seeking entry. 

On the island of Choiseul in the West- 
ern Province, a Korean logging company, 
Eagon Forestry Co. Ltd, recently obtained 
logging concessions for areas in the south. 
Choiseul is covered in lush tropical rain- 
forest, most of it still pristine. The island 
supports small coastline communities 
which depend upon the sea and forest for 
their survival. One village has signed over 
timber rights to Eagon and this operation 
has already devastated the community by 
relocating the village to a small offshore 
island. 

The company is aggressively negotiat- 
ing further contracts on the island. It in- 
tends to expand its operation wherever it 
can obtain timber rights from landowners, 
and to build roads across wilderness areas 
on the island. 

Royalty payments for the logs ex- 
tracted are A$2.50 per cubic metre com- 
pared to A$350 per cubic metre for timber 
produced by a Wokabout. 

Serious outbreaks of malaria have 
followed the heavy machinery; disturbance 
creates puddles of stagnant water, in which 
mosquitoes breed. Water supplies have been 
polluted by machinery upstream. 

The R1C audit team held meetings in 


eight villages and found that although they 
had not yet signed, all felt the need to 
develop their communities and were con- 
sidering Eagon's offers. All agreed that a 
Wokabout sawmill would secure their 
forests from the logging company and 
empower them to manage their own re- 
sources. 

On the island of Vella Lavella, another 
Korean company, Hyundai Co. Ltd, is 
negotiating with villages for timber conces- 
sions. An almost identical situation per- 
tains. 

RIC is confident that three Wokabouts 
strategically placed in this region would 
not only protect the forests of the villages 
that received them, but would result in a 
moratorium on all new contracts in the 
Western Solomons as communities realised 
that an alternative development option was 
emerging. The Wokabouts would be owned 
by Soltrust and in possession of the villages 
as long as they adhered to the Ecoforestry 
Management Plan. 

Wokabouts require no roads or heavy 
machinery, usually the most damaging part 
of logging in the tropics. Four men carry the 
mill to the log and the planks are carried out. 

The Ecological Trading Co. from the 
United Kingdom has agreed to buy all the 
timber produced under our guidelines, for 
about 25% above what could be obtained by 
selling it anywhere else. ETC will monitor 
the timber with our brand on it to be sure 
it actually has come from a sustainable 
source. 

The way we're saving this forest (for 
about $1/Ha) is revolutionary. It is a model 
of how the rainforests must be saved - by 
empowering the people who have always 
lived in them and cared for them to 
continue to do so. 

In much of the Pacific, customary land 
ownership means the fate of the forests is 
in the hands of local indigenous commu- 
nities rather than governments. The people 
are anxious for development and money 
and get sucked into selling their timber off 
to the logging companies. 

I've just returned to Australia after 4 
months of rainforest roadshows and 
workshops where I raised about A$15,000 
for rainforest conservation. I have commit- 
ted the $15,000 to this project which I be- 
lieve will lead to the first truly sustainably 
produced tropical timber in the world. 

The Australian Council of Churches has 
granted us $45,000, so the PNG sites are now 5 
secured. We still need $45,000 for the Solo- 
mons and about $15,000 to get our crew 
over there to install the mills and teach the 
sustainable methods. Please help. 

A 40 page report is available covering 
our evaluation of the 25 Wokabouts we 
visited in 1990, and the elements of our 
Ecoforestry Management Plan. (Each com- 
munity will have its own Ecoforestry Man- 
agement Plan tailored to forest type, social 
conditions etc.) For a copy, and to contribute 
funds, write 

Rainforest Information Centre 

POB 368, Lismore 

New South Wales 2480 Australia 

—John Seed 


Northwest Artist Peggy Sue McRae 

presents 

forest collection notecards 
printed on fine quality recycled paper 




Western Red Cedar 



12 cards, 4 of each design, $8.50 postpaid U.S. 

20% of proceeds benefit Lopez Forest Action Group 
make checks payable to: Peggy Sue McRae 

Rt. 1, Box 1158 
Lopez Island, WA 98261 







PUBLIC LANDS RANCHING 

Design by Canyon Frog 
100% Cotton Beefy-T 
Lt.Blue, Lt. Yellow, XL-L-M-S 
$12 Postage Paid 
Make Checks Payable To: 

RANCHING TASK FORCE 
POB 41652 

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85717 


Now available on cassette: 


(Recorded live at 
summer camps on the 
San Juan Islands, 
Washington) 


At Night 
They Howl 
at the Noon 


Includes: I Am an Animal • We Don't Want to Live in 
the Zoo • Lay Down Your Whopper. Baby • We're All 
Dead Ducks • Their Brains Were Small and They Died • 
Mosquito Party • Have to Have a Habitat • Sea 
Shepherd • Willy the Wombat • Expanding Universe • 
Ho More Bunya Huts • The Tree • Soft Eyes, A Lullaby 


Price per cassette $11. postpaid 
Reigning Records. PO Box 934. Latham. HY 12110 


Help Island foiiforesf Adieu (Sttxip 

Save Hawaii’s Rainforest! 

VA'fh Original, 100% Cetton , 

Unique Batik T-shirt/ 


BACK — “Wao Kele O Pom*,, HAWAII" 

Available m ALL T-shirt 

ALL sizes In 1zwk Tops 526 *“ 

AIL sizes in Chirk! T+ype 

Price INCLUDES Shippit\i». Allo*i 3 weeks for Delivery. ‘ 
Available in Awelhysf, purple .Turc^ubtse, f-iisseii 

PLEASE SPECtpy 5IZE , COLOR, W STYLE of 
Sharon Unique fiatik 

1 Box <410, Pahoa, HI. %778 


TERRA- 1ST 

100* COTTON UEEFY-T 1 S 

some people just 
don't get it 

(on back) 

black on red — sixes (M, L, XL) 
black on silver — sizes (I., XL) 
$9 donation plus $2 shipping 

make checks payable to: 

DIG RIVER EF! 

POB 189 

PACIFIC, MO 63009 


{ _ '1T r 

m. f pb oru 


EARTH FIRST! 


Wolf T-shirt from Arizona EF! 
Black ink on ecru, coral, slate, & teal 
Sizes M, L, and XL. 

$11 postpaid from 
Arizona Earth First!, POB 3412 
Tucson, AZ 85722 


WOLF PRINTS TO BENEFIT 
WOLF ACTION NETWORK 




Jean Drescher, known for her drawing which adorned 
the cover of the Grizzly Bear Tabloid, has donated full- 
color, 20” by 24" lithographs of this wolf to help the Wolf 
Action Network. For a donation of one hundred dollars 
or more, you will receive a print while providing a major 
contribution to the Network's efforts for reintroduction 
and/or protection of wolf populations all across North 
America. 

EF! Wolf Action Network 
POB 6733, Bozeman, MT 59771 


SILENT 

AGITATORS! 

on permanent crack’n’peel paper! 

CONDEMNED stickers— 8 l h x 2" 

3 for $1 / 45 for $10! 

AGITATORS- 2'h x 37 5 for $1 / 35 for $5! 

CHICAGO EARTH FIRST! 

P.O. Box 6424, Evanston IL 60204 


DOWN WITH ALL HIQH-HISES! 

OUT WITH ALL MALLS' 
DREAM BACK THE FORESTS 
AND PRAIRIES! 

All Power to the Wild! 


EARTH FIRST! 


NO JAILS 
FOR WHALES! 

STOP SHEDD AQUARIUM'S 
WHALE KIDNAPERS! 

Mo Compromise in Defense of Mother Unb! 

CHICAGO EARTH FIRST! 

P Q Box 6424, Evasion II 60204 


LET THERE BE 

WOLVES! 

STOP THE SLAUGHTER! 

fSl EARTH FIRST! 


CAPITALIST 

CIVILIZATION 

STINKS! 

EARTH FIRST! 

,Q flat 64,4. 64MM II. Mill 4 


TWO QUESTIONS 


1 . Can anything be more vile than a 

POLLUTOCRAT? 

2. Wouldn't this planet be a lot nicer 
without Exxon, General Motors, 
IBM and all other super-profiteering 
plunderers & toxic-waste-mongers? 

THINK IT OVER! 

EARTH FIRST! MX Bm 6424. Evw WMm IL 60204 


LIES! 

NOTHING BUT 

LIES! 


“A LITTLE PURE 

WILDNESS 

IS THE ONE GREAT 
PRESENT WANT.” 

— John Muir 

EARTH FIRST! 

P.O. Box 6424, Evanston IL 60204 


BEWARE! 

THIS PRODUCT KILLS WEEDS. 

IT ALSO KILLS 
TREES, BIRDS, 
DOGS & PEOPLE! 

Wouldn't YOU like * nice unpoteonod 
planet to on? 


LONG LIVE 

THE FOX! 

Support your local 
MONKEYWRENCHERS! 

EAUTH FIRST, P. a Bat 4434, Emm 0. 40364 


NO 
MORE 
MALLS ! 

SAttm fimsn toki tut «■—— u «m 


JUST SAY NO 
TO CEMENT! 
LONG LIVE 
WILDERNESS! 

EARTH FIRST! 

PO. Bus 6424. Evanuon IL 60204 


[At last! Now YOU can CONDEMN the Buildingfs) of YOUR CHOICE!] 


DANGER 

DO NOT REMOVE 
THIS TAG!! 


Having been found absolutely inimical to the poetic spirit, and a menace 
to the continuation of life on this planet, this building has been 

CONDEMNED 

BY THE SURREALIST MOVEMENT 

The brilliant past has made brilliant promises 
to the future: It will keep them. 

-LAUTREAMONT 


eAWH FIRST! 


NEW MEXICO eAWH FIRST! 

T-SHIRTS 

i oo% cotton ■ PE 5 I 6 N 6 By l .one ojol f circles 


Think, like A mountain 

3-ctU on p*\d yellow H 1 2- postage p«i4 

/wake check* payable to-. Gar-Vk f n-bU 

■specify size. QVM-LXi-j >Vvx \-< v 
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^ First! Directory 

The Earth First! Directory lists the contact points for the 
international Earth First! movement. It is divided into four sections: 
1) National EF! offices in the United States; 2) International con- 
tacts; 3) Active EF! Chapters or Groups; and 4) Contact persons 
where there is as yet no active EF! group. If you are interested in 
becoming active with the Earth First! movement, reach the folks 
listed for your area. 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal is an independent 
entity within the international Earth First! movement, and is not 
the newsletter of the Earth First! movement. It does, however, pro- 
vide a forum for Earth Firstlers around the world. This directory is 
provided as a service to independent EF! groups. If you would like 
to be listed as a contact or as a group, PLEASE contact Bob Kaspar (PO 
Box 14691, Madison, WI 53714 (608)241-9426). Please send ad- 
dress changes or corrections to him also. If you do not have a phone 
number listed, please send it to him. Bob acts as coordinator for 
local EF! groups for the EF! movement. 

LOCAL NEWSLETTERS: Addresses marked with a **" produce 
either an Earth First! newsletter or regular mailings for their area or 
issue. Contact them directly to receive their newsletter or otherwise 
be on their mailing list. 


NATIONAL EF! 

EF! ALASKA TASK FORCE 

POB 410612 San Francisco, CA 94141 

(415) 824-3841 

EF! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 
Jasper Carlton POB 3132 
Boulder, CO 80307-3132 

EF! DIRECT ACTION FUND 
Karen Pickett 

POB 210 Canyon, CA 94516 
(415)376-7329 

EF! ECO- VIDEOG RAPHE 
POB 2182 Berkeley, CA 94702 
(415)601-5933 

EARTH FIRST! FOUNDATION 
POB 1683 Corvallis, OR 97339 

EF! GENETIC ALERT 
Andy Caffrey 

POB 2182 Berkeley, CA 94702 

EF! GRIZZLY BEAR TASK FORCE * 

POB 6151 Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406)587-3356 

The GreenFlre Project 
Roger Featherstone Box DB 
Bisbee, AZ 85603 (602)624-3196 

EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 
POB 5 176 Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 728-5733 

EF! CONSENSUS TRAINING 
MB Nearing POB 344 
Kallspell, MT 59903 

EF! OCEAN-DOLPHIN TASK FORCE 
POB 77062 

San Fxancisco.CA 94107-7062 

EF! RAINFOREST ACTION 
Bay Area Earth First! POB 83 
Canyon, CA 94516 (415)376-7329 

EF! RANCHING TASK FORCE 
POB 5784 Tbcson, AZ 85703 
(602)578-3173 

EF! WOLF ACTION NETWORK * 

TbmSkeele POB 6733 Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406)585-9607 

PAW (PRESERVE APPALACHIAN WILDER- 
NESS) 

Jamie Sayen RFD 1, Box 530 
N. Stratford, NH 03590 (603)636-2952 

SEQUOIA ACTION GROUP 
POB 853 Sprlngvllle, CA 93265 

INTERNA- 
TIONAL EF! 
GROUPS 

AUSTRALIA 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Llsmore 
New South Wales 2480 Australia 
phone: 066-21-85-05 

Marianne Heynemann 

PO Box 256 Mltchem, 3132 Australia 

Melbourne EF! GPO Box 1738Q 
Melbourne, 3001 Victoria Australia 

CANADA 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Paul Watson POB 48446 
Vancouver, BCV7X 1A2 Canada 
(604)688 -SEAL 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053 Kamloops, BC Canada V2C 6H2 
EGYPT 

Desert Everywhere — Islamic EF! & 

Cynical Tormentors 34, Salah El- Din, app. 4 
Heliopolis, Cairo, EGYPT 
20-2-664 195 FAX: 202 2908792 
Tfelex: 23082 PBSLN UN 

ENGLAND 

EF! England 107 Manor Road, Hastings, 

East Sussex TN34 3LP England 
(0424)444048 

INDIA 

Anand Skarla, P.B. #14, 

Cochin 682001, Kerala, India 
009-484-25435 

POLAND 

A. Janusz Korbel ul. Magi 21/3 
43-300 Blelsko-Blala Poland 


SCOTLAND 

Grant Collie c/o 11 Forth St. Edinburgh, 
Scotland UK 

Fearghuis McKay 4 York Rd. Edinburgh, 
Scotland, UK 

LOCAL 

GROUPS 

ALASKA EF! 

Michael Lewis POB 670647 
Chuglak, AK 99567 
(907)688-5619 

ARIZONA EARTH FIRST! • 

Unda Wells POB 41652 Tbcson, AZ 85717 
(602)327-9973 

Cheryl Bashaw CU Box 7893 
Flags ta h, AZ 86011 (602)523-3909 

Phoenix EF! POB 8795 Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Mike or Tfcrrl (602)276-2849 

CALIFORNIA EARTH FIRST! GROUPS 

Chico EF! 

Michele Miller POB 5625 Chico, CA 95927 
(916)894-7362 

Central VaUey EF! 

POB 73771 Davis, CA 95617 
(916)753-3239 

Sprlngvllle EF! Brian Eckert 
POB 784 Sprlngvllle, CA 93265 
(209)562-3092 

Volcano EF! 

J. Sten Layman POB 1475 
Sutter Creek, CA 95685 
(209)223-2965 

LOS ANGELES EARTH FIRST! 

POB 4381 North Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818)906-6833 

Orange County EF! 

POB 28318 Santa Ana, CA 92799 

NORTHCOAST CALIFORNIA EF! GROUPS 
Northcoast California EF! * 

POB 622 Areata, CA 95521 
Mickey Dulas (707)826-7140 

Sonoma County EF! 

Pam Davis POB 7544 

Santa Rosa, CA 95407 (707)523-1229 

South Humboldt EF! 

Darryl Chemey c/o POB 34 
Garbervllle, CA 95440 

UklahEF! 

Judl Bari 106 West Standi ey 
Uklah, CA 95470 (707)485-0478 
Betty BaU (707)468-1660 

SAN DIEGO EARTH FIRST! • 

Claude Mathis POB 311 
Encinitas, CA 92024 (619)942-8069 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY EF! • 

Karen Pickett POB 83 Canyon, CA 945 16 
(415)376-7329 

Daniel Barron fr Brian Gaffney POB 411233 
San Francisco, CA 94141 (415)824-3841 

Santa Cruz EF! • 

Karen DeBraal POB 344 

Santa Cruz, Ca 95061 (408)425-8094 

Llfeweb POB 20803 

San Jose, CA 95 160 (408)927-0348 

COLORADO EARTH FIRST! • 

Walkabout Newsletter 
POB 1 166 Boulder, CO 80306 

Scott Sala 1141 Emerson St 
Denver; CO 80203 (303)831-6093 

Michael Robinson POB 12243 
Boulder; CO 80303 

Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 Smoky Hill Sutton 
Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

Colorado Sprlngs/Manltou Springs EF! 

Becky Elder & Wbody Elliott 

POB 861 Manltou Springs, CO 80829 

(719)685-4257 

Huerfano Valley EF! POB 663 
Redwing, CO 81066 

CONNECTICUT EF! 

TYap Rock EF! POB 3856 Amity Station 
New Haven, CT 06525 (203)387-5851 

FLORIDA EARTH FIRST! • 

POB 13864 Gainesville, FL 32604 
(904)371-8166 


Big Bend EF! * 

Mike Schoelen POB 20582 
TiUahassee, FL 32316 (904)224-6782 

Everglades EF! * 

c/o Marla Quintana POB 557735 
Miami, FL 33255 (305)662-9383 

HAWAII EARTH FIRST! 

c/o Paul Faulsdch 1777 East-West Rd. 

Honolulu, HI 96848 

ILLINOIS EARTH FIRST! 

Southern Illinois EF! 

POB 90, Glen Carbon IL 62034 
(618)692-3246 

Shawnee EF! Rene Cook RR6 Box 397 
Murphys boro, IL 62966 (618)684-4332 

IOWA EARTH FIRST! 

Tkllgrass Prairie EF! Hal Rowe 

722 WestwlndsDt #3 

Iowa City, IA 52246 (319)354-6674 

MAINE EARTH FIRST! 

Gary Lawless Gulf of Maine Books 
61 Main St Brunswick, ME 04011 
(207)729-5083 

MARYLAND 

Chesapeake EF! Ron Huber POB 184 
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732 
(301)855-2975 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Connecticut! Valley EF! 

POB 298 Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 
(413)625-8279 

Glacial Erratic (Newsletter)RFD #1, Box 530 
North Stratford, NH 03590 

MIDWEST HEADWATERS EF! 

Madison EF! Dave Stall POB 14691 Madison, 
WI 53714 608)249-2691 

Hank Bruse 235 Ttavls Drive 

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 (715)423-5636 

Minnesota EF! 

Kurt Sea berg 2208 16th Av. S. #2 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 (612)722-5022 

Lakes Area EF! 

POB 202 Bralnerd, MN 56401-0202 
(218)829-6917 

Chicago EF! 

POB 6424 Evanston, IL 60204 

Paul Rechten 7405 Shields Rd. 

Harvard, IL 60033 (815)943-4178 

Midwest Headwaters EF! News * 

POB 14691, Madison, WI 53714 

MISSOURI EARTH FIRST! 

Big River EF!— Midregion 
POB 63223 St Louis, MO 63136 
Rose Ritter (314)773-4708 
John Wallace (618)939-3697 

Big River EF.VCURRENT 
POB 189 Pacific, MO 63069 
Orin LangeUe (314)257-2437 

NEW MEXICO EARTH FIRST! 

Brad Lagorlo * 2405 Meadow Rd SW 
Albuquerque, NM 871 05 (505)873-0299 

Upper Rio Grande EF! 

Gary SchlffmlUer POB 86S9 
Santa Fe, NM 87504 (505)984-1428 

Northern NM EF! 

Ginger Quinn — Roadrunner Recyclers 
POB 1834 Tkos, NM 87571 
(505)758-5550 

NEW YORK EARTH FIRST! 

Finger Lakes EF! Black Wolf 
POB 4542 Ithaca, NY 14852 

Greater Adirondack Bloregion EF! 

Snaggle tooth 1 125 Phoenix A ve. 
Schenectady, NY 12308 
(518)374-6592 

Long Island EF! 

PO Box 812, Huntington, NY 11743 
(516)424-6499 

NORTH CAROLINA EARTH FIRST! * 

Earth Liberation Front/EF! POB 171 
Alexander, NC 28701 

OHIO EARTH FIRST! 

Black Swamp EF! Michael & Margery Downs 
1117 1/2 N. Erie St Toledo, OH 43604 

Oberlln EF! Wilder Box 40 
Oberltn, OH 44074 
(216)774-3194 (Bill, Stu, Ashby) 

OREGON EARTH FIRST! 

Stumptown EF! POB 13765 
Portland, OR 97213 (503)284-5849 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384 Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305 

PENNSYLVANIA EF! 

ALLEMONG BIOREGION EF! 

Allemong Wilderness Group 
POB 1689 Greensburg, PA 15601 

TEXAS EARTH FIRST! * 

East Ifexas EF! 

Dave Burkart Rt. 3, Box 114 
Cleveland, TX 77327 (713)592-7664 

EF! Out There POB 1214 
College Station, TX 77841 

VERMONT EF! 

Mike Zwlkelmaier 

POB 85 Sharon, VT 05065 

Erik Sohlberg (802)439-6266 

VIRGINIA/DC EARTH FIRST! 

Robert F. Mueller Rt 1 Box 250 
Staunton, VA 24401 (703)885-6983 

Appalachian EF! * 

Ernie Reed Box 309 

Nellysford, VA 22958 (804)361-9036 

Virginia Highlands EF! • 

c/o Brenda Vest POB 40 Goshen, VA 24439 

WASHINGTON EARTH FIRST! GROUPS 

CheetwootEF! 

POB 10147 Olympia, WA 98502 

Okanogan Highlands EF! 

POB 361 Republic, WA 99166 


Olympic Peninsula EF! 

The Dancing Nudl Branches 

POB 1813 Port Townsend, WA 98368 

Seattle EF!/Washlngton EF!* 

George Draffan 

POB 95316 Seattle, WA 98145 

Shuksan EF! 

Tony Van Gessel 

POB 773, Bellingham, WA 98227 

WILD ROCKIES EF!* 

POB 7891 Missoula, MT 59807 

Yellowstone EF! 

Randall Restless Box 6151 
Bozeman, MT 59715 (406)587-3356 

LOCAL 

CONTACTS 

ARIZONA 

Gristle POB 1S2S Prescott, AZ 86302 

Friends of the Owls/Kiri Montana 
POB 1 1152 Prescott, AZ 86304 

Student Environmental Network 
POB 2294, Prescott, AZ 86302 

CALIFORNIA 

Chuck Swift POB 819 

Camarillo, CA 9301 1 (805)484-4504 

Dave Wheeler POB 1398 
Sugarloaf, CA 92386 (714)585-7160 

Wind River 260 Ashley Ave. #15 
Woodland, CA 95695 (916)668-1409 

FLORIDA 

Pan c/o 1507 Edgevale Rd. 

Fort Pierce, FL 34982 (305)466-0833 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Ikte Student Center, U of GA 
Athens, GA 30602 

Paul Beck 3654 Old Ferry Rd. 

Martinez, GA 30907 (404)855-6426 

HAWAII 

Christopher Hope-Cowing POB 1031 
Makawao, HI 96768 (808)572-2546 

IDAHO 

I.A.O.T. POB 1360 Priest Rivet, ID 83856 
(208)448-2504 

KENTUCKY 

Erik Dellahousay 455 Ed Howe Rd. 
MunfordvIUe, KY 42765 (502)531-6703 


MARYLAND/DC 

Leonard J. Kerpelman 2403 W. Rogers 
Baltimore, MD 21209 (301)367-8855 

Rick Ostrander 6135 Camelback Lane 
Columbia, MD 2 1045 <301)596-3978 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Alan (Attlcus Finch) Goldblatt 

391 Concord Ave. Cambridge, MA 02138 

(617)876-3775 

Autonome Forum POB 366 
Williams town, MA 01267 (413)597-6165 

MICHIGAN 

Val Salvo POB 02548 

Detroit, MI 48202 (313)831-6800 

MISSOURI 

Sue Skidmore 1364 S. Plaza 
Springfield, MO 65804 (417)882-2947 

Alexandra Swarthout 

POB 101 Ridgeway, MO 64481 

NEW YORK 

wetlands Preserve/Russ Weis 

161 Hudson St., New York, NY 10013 

(212)966-5244 

OHIO 

Ohio Valley EF! 

Brian 8r Theresa Hagemann 

529 Riddle Rd. Cincinnati, OH 45220 

(513)961-3660 

CUnt Holley III 28410 S. Bridge Or. 
Westlake, OH 44145 (216)892-7891 

OREGON 

Kalmlopsts EF! POB 1444 
Cave Junction, OR 97523 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Dave Hafer 

c/o Edward Abbey Hiking Society 
POB 65 Lewlsburg, PA 17837 
(717)523-3107 

Antoinette Dwlnga 

842 Library Ave. Carnegie, PA 15106 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Joseph Allawas 99 St. Philip St #107 

Charleston, SC 29403 

TEXAS 

William Larson 9122 Oak Downs Road 
San Antonio, TX 78230 (512)342-2520 

Nikki McDonald POB 670719 
Dallas, TX 75367 (214)739-1248 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Vince Packard POB 65 Myra, WV 25544 


USUAL DISGUSTING PLEA 
FOR MONEY 

The Earth First! movement runs on your financial support. 
We don't need as much as other groups since we are 
grassroots, volunteer, decentralized and have low over- 
head. Moreover, you get to select where your hard-earned 
money goes. Don't send your contributions to this news- 
paper, send them directly to one of these hard working 
groups: 

•Earth First! Foundation, POB 1683 Corvallis, OR 97339 (contri- 
butions to the Foundation are tax-deductible) 

*EF! Alaska Task Force, POB 410612, San Francisco, CA 94141 
•Arizona Earth First!, POB 41652, Tucson, AZ 85717 
•Bay Area Earth First!, POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
*EF! Biodiversity Project, POB 3132, Boulder, CO 80307-3132 
(Contributions to the EF! Foundation earmarked for the Biodiver- 
sity Project are tax-deductible.) 

*EF! Ocean-Dolphin Task Force POB 77062 San Francisco, CA 
94107-7062 

•Colorado Earth First!, Box 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
•Everglades Earth First!, POB 557735, Miami, FL 33255 
•Florida Earth First!, POB 13864, Gainesville, FL 32604 
•Ranching Task Force, POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
•Humboldt County Earth First!, POB 34, Garberville, CA 95440 
•Lakes Area EF!, POB 202, Brainerd, MN 56401 
•Los Angeles Earth First!, POB 4381, North Hollywood, CA 91607 
•Midwest Headwaters Earth First!, POB 14691, Madison, WI 
53714 

•PAW (Preserve Appalachian Wilderness), RFD 1, Box 530 
N. Stratford, NH 03590 

•Stumptown Earth First!, POB 13765, Portland, OR 97213 
•Santa Cruz Earth First!, POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA95061 
•Southern Willamette Earth First!, POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
•Virginians for Wilderness, Route 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 
24401 

•Washington Earth First!, POB 95316, Seattle, WA 98145 
•Wild Rockies Earth First!, POB 7891, Missoula, MT 59807 
•Wolf Action Network, POB 6733 Bozeman, MT 59771 
•Yellowstone Earth First!, Box 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 

This fundraising appeal is placed as a service to the Earth First! 
movement. THANK YOU for your support! 
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EARTH FIRST! BULLETINS 

1991 ROUND RIVER RENDEZVOUS. Barry Auskem reports that a site has been located for 
next year's Rendezvous, in Vermont's Green Mountain National Forest. The dates will be 
August 5-11 (to avoid the rainy black-fly season). 

Some EFlers expressed an interest in hiking to next year's RRR site. The location is 
accessible from the pang Trail near Bread Loaf Mountain (3835"). A spur trail, the Clark Brook 
Trail, takes hikers 3 miles to the gathering site. Interested hikers are referred to the Guide Book 
of the Long Trail. 

A number of us felt that last year's RRR Committee was obliged to spend too much time 
and energy getting people to cough up their $20 to help cover Rendezvous costs. Accordingly, 
we are asking people to mail us ahead of time a check for $20 (made payable to "1991 Round 
River Rendezvous"). Upon receipt of the check and a self-addressed, stamp>ed return envelope, 
we will send you a map of the area with driving directions. The map will be ready sometime 
this spring. Checks should be sent to 1991 Round River Rendezvous, POB 653, Greenfield, MA 
01302. 

CECELIA OSTROW TOUR. Cecelia Ostrow will bring her program of music and commentary, 
Healing the Earth: Finding Hope in an Age of Environmental Destruction, to California and the 
Southwest this winter. If you would like Cecelia to present this show in your town, please 
contact her at POB 775, White Salmon, WA 98672, (509)-493-3998. 

Her tentative schedule is 
Jan. 1 1 GarberviUe, CA 

12 Heartwood Institute, Garberville 

13 Laytonville, CA 

17 Ukiah, CA 

18 Sonoma State Univ., Cotati, CA 

19 Santa Cruz, CA 

20 La Pena, Berkeley, CA 

22 Stanford University 

23 Esalen Institute, Big Sur, CA 

25 Prescott, AZ 

26 Flagstaff, AZ 

27 Tucson, AZ 
Feb. 1 Santa Fe, NM 

2 Albuquerque, NM 

7 Davis, CA 

15 Areata, CA 


DO YOU KNOW A LAWYER WHO CARES ABOUT NATURAL DIVERSITY? The EF! 
Biodiversity Project and grassroots activists often need the assistance of local attorneys in their 
defense of imperiled species and ecosystems. If you know an attorney in Ohio, New Hampshire, 
Georgia, Montana, Colorado, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, New Mexico, or Washington, DC, 
who would be willing to provide free legal assistance (pro bono services) to protect rare and 
endangered species, please refer her or him to the EF! Biodiversity Project or send us her or his 
name and address and we will promptly forward information about the Project and its efforts 
in the aforementioned states. 

— Jasper Carlton, EF! Biodiversity Project, POB 3132, Boulder, CO 80307 

ECOLOGICAL PROGRAMS IN NEW Y ORK CITY. Programs to be sponsored this winter by the 
Learning Alliance include: 

Humans' View of Animals: Animal Rights and Ecological Questions: The ethical questions that 
surround the animal rights movement will be examined by animal rights activists, environ- 
mental activists, and scientists. Jan. 18, 6:30-8:30pm at the New York Urban Coalition, 99 
Hudson Street. Sliding scale fee: $7-15. 

To register, contact the Learning Alliance, 494 Broadway, New York, NY 10012 (212-226- 
7171). 

ACTION AGAINST NUCLEAR WEAPONS. On 5 January 1991, activists from around the 
world will gather at the Nevada Test Site to deliver a message to the Bush Administration: NO 
VETO of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. The action is scheduled for 10:30am on Rt 95, 
Mercury, Nevada. Transportation from Las Vegas will be provided; but requests should be made 
as early as possible. Please call Greenpeace and/or American Peace Test at 702-386-9834 for 
local contacts, nonviolence training information, and other details. 

AUSTRALIAN ROUND RIVER RENDEZVOUS. Earth First! will hold a Wilderness Festival- 
Forever Wild, January 5-8, at Walwa, Upper Murray, Victoria. It will include a council of all 
beings, dance circle, workshops, sweatlodge, and planning for actions. Contacts: Canopy (03) 
354-7972 and CAM at FOE (03) 482-1509. 

ENVIRO-VOICE AVAILABLE Peg Millett (of FBI fame) would like to get out and about as a 
troubadour for Mother Earth. She has lots of enthusiasm, has been around EF! for awhile, and 
has a crystalline voice and message. For singing/speaking engagements, please write to: Peg 
Millett, POB 1525, Prescott, AZ 86302. Fee is negotiable. 

THE COMPUTER ATE IT. Apologies to all you observant readers who noticed the absence of 
EF! Bulletins from the last issue, and to those depending on this page to get a message out. The 
page was completed and ready to go, but never made the leap from electrons to paper. -DT 









OVERGRAZING SLIDE SHOW 

"The Eating of the West" graphically displays the devastation of Western public lands at 
the hands (and hooves) of the livestock industry. The show consists of over 100 high- 
quality slides from National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, and BLM lands which por- 
tray the shocking magnitude of the problems caused by grazing. The slide show comes 
with a written script and is rented at cost, $10. Free copies of a 48-page tabloid on graz- 
ing are also available. Please include with your order the name and phone number of a 
contact person, and the date you need the show along with alternate dates. Orders must 
include street address for UPS delivery. "The Eating of the West" was funded by donations 
to Lynn Jacobs and the Earth First! Foundation. 

ORDER SLIDE SHOW DIRECT FROM: 

Ranching Task Force 
PO Box 41652 
Tucson, AZ 85717 


w/ol-f cxxfcion jrou^> 


BIODIVERSITY BUMPERSTICKERS 

Only $2 each, postpaid. Additional contributions will help us build a 
needed species and ecosystem defense fund. 

Earth First! Biodiversity Project 
PO Box 4207 

Parkersburg, WV 26104-4207 



ALL FORMS OF 
LIFE ARE EQUAL 

EARTH FIRST! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 


SAVE AMERICAN *- 
ECOSYSTEMS f 4 
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REBEL AGAINST 
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EARTH FIRST! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 

AMERICA NEEDS 
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FOR INTACT ECOSYSTEMS EARTH FIRST! 
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CHESAPEAKE BAY 


North America's Biggest Estuary 
Under Siege 



1. Susquehanna 

2. Eastern Shore 

3. West Chesapeake 

4. Patuxent 

5. Potomac 

6. Rappahannock 

7. York 

8. James 


The Chesapeake Bay drainage basin 


by Ron Huber, Chesapeake Earth First! 

Known to the Algonquins, descendants 
of the eastern trekking tribes who "discov- 
ered" it, as Khya-ta-spiyak (Great Oyster Bay), 
Chesapeake Bay is the water mother of the 
mid-Atlantic region of North America. 

From her mouth at the Virginia Capes, 
her body lies athwart Virginia and Maryland. 
Her fingers reach to the four directions: 
north through Pennsylvania to upstate New 
York, west to the tip of the Maryland pan- 
handle, south through Virginia and West 
Virginia, and east into Delaware. Her drain- 
age is bounded on the north by the Catskills 
and the Mohawk and Hudson Valleys; to the 
west by the Allegheny Mountains and the 
Ohio River Valley; south by Albemarle 
Sound, the Roanoke River and the Dismal 
Swamp; and east by the Delaware, Maryland 
and Virginia coastal bays. 

Thirty-five riven empty directly into 
the Bay, which itself is largely the drowned 
lower body of the Susquehanna River: the 
Susquehanna, Gunpowder, Middle, Back, 
West, Patapsco, Magothy, Severn, South, 
West, Patuxent, Potomac, Elk, Sassafras, 
Chester, Wye, Miles, Tied Avon, Choptank, 
Little Choptank, Honga, Transquaking, 
Nanticoke, Wicomico, Annemessex and 
Pocomoke riven in Maryland; while in Vir- 
ginia, the Little Wicomico, Plankatank, 
Rappahannock, York, Poquoson, Back, 
James, and Lynnhaven riven feed directly 
into her. 

In addition, dozens of creeks, many of 
them, like the riven, named for vanished 
Algonquin tribes, drain into the Chesapeake: 
Nassawango, Occohanock, Nandua, Pungo- 
teague, Onancock, Chesconessex, Messongo 
and othen, all serve as freshwater outlets and 
spawning places. 

Origins 

Like the Buddha or Shirley Maclaine, 
the Chesapeake has had many previous lives. 
Each time an ice age ends, the melting ice 
causes the Atlantic to rise and spill out of its 
basin. It slowly coven the continental shelf, 
and climbs up the coastal plain (in general, 
everything east of the foothills of the Appa- 
lachian and Allegheny mountains). 

Then, after the passing of a few tens of 
thousands of yean, a new ice age com- 
mences. The oceans give back their wa ten to 
the icecaps. The coastal plain reappears, 
freshly invigorated with layers of sediment 
and the corpses of billions of sea plants and 
animals left behind during the retreat. 

The Chesapeake remains, an outpost of 
the Atlantic on the coastal plain: neither 
totally salty, nor completely fresh. This 
occun over and over again, and will con- 
tinue, so long as the present configuration of 
continents exists. We are, in fact, overdue for 
an end to our current interglacial period. 

Anatomy 

The circulatory system of the Bay, that 
force which gives her such abundance of life, 
is based on the ceaseless interplay between 
the ocean and the watershed. The rivers run 
to the Bay even as the Atlantic seeks to fill the 
Bay with his salty self. The ocean rushes in 
with his tides; the great rivers of the Bay — 
the Susquehanna, Patuxent, Potomac, James 
— and other smaller rivers, gush forth about 
60,000 cubic feet of fresh water per second in 
opposition. 


Environmental activists have told Dela- 
ware government officials to quit dithering 
around with endless "studies" and get crack- 
ing on cleaning up polluted inland bays. 
Most of the pollutants entering Delaware 
Bay and the smaller bays in that state come 
from uncontrolled agri-chemicals, chicken 
shit (Delaware is a major poultry farming 
state), and failing septic systems. 

Seven million gallons of "treated" sew- 
age and 26 million gallons of agriculturally 
"used" groundwater are dumped each day 
into Delaware's three shallow estuaries — 
Rehobeth Bay, Indian River Bay, and Little 
Assowoman Bay. The once-clear waters are 
nowturbid. (These three bays are far south of 
Delaware Bay, which defines the northeast- 
ern edge of Delaware. Rehobeth and Indian 
River Bays empty into the Atlantic through 
Indian River Inlet; and Little Assowoman 
Bay feeds into Assowoman Bay, which emp- 
ties into the Atlantic.) 

"I want to be able to look down and see 
my toes in the water again," Patricia 
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This unceasing struggle can end in one 
of two ways: the Bay grows shallower and 
shallower as siltation — now greatly acceler- 
ated by humans — fills it to the point where 
the Susquehanna reclaims its old channel all 
the way to the Bay's mouth; or the ice caps 
melt and the Bay drowns in pure saltwater, 
vanishing beneath the waves of the Atlantic. 

Another factor creating diversity in 
Chesapeake habitat is the Earth's very rota- 
tion. The centrifugal spin known as the 
Coriolis effect forces the heavier salt water to 
the eastern side of the Bay. This, in combina- 
tion with freshwater output from the west- 
ern shore's rivers, creates complex undercur- 
rents and pockets of fresh and salty water 
within the Bay. 

Inhabitants 

The wide variation in salinity and depth 
(from 170 feet deep in parts of the drowned 
Susquehanna to mere inches in tributaries 


Campbell-White, head of the Citizens Advi- 
sory Committee of the Delaware Inland Bays 
Estuary Program, said. "We want action.'' 

Delaware's Inland Bays Recovery Initia- 
tive of 1987 ordered the state to reestablish 
invertebrate and vertebrate populations 
through habitat re-creation, control of 
manure outflows from chicken farms, moni- 
toring of silt controls at construction sites, 
mapping residential developments in the 
inland bays region, and regulating design 
and construction of marinas. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact Edwin 
H. Clark II, Secretary, Department of Natural 
Resources and Environmental Control, POB 
1401, Dover, DE 19903 (302-739-4403). Tell 
him to move ahead with antipollution meas- 
ures. Say if he doesn't control the contami- 
nants flowing into these bays, and prevent 
the spread of marinas on vital shoreline 
habitat, then the vertebrates will have no 
invertebrates to eat, and they'll disappear 
too! 

— Ron Huber, Chesapeake EF! 


and marshes in the Bay) resulting from this 
interplay has created a home for all manner 
of life, from diatoms to the great whales 
visiting her mouth. The enormous quanti- 
ties of nutrients coming down the rivers 
makes possible the world's largest communi- 
ties of oysters and clams — in water salty 
enough for them, but not salty enough for 
most of their natural predators. (Humans are 
another story.) 

Great schools of herring, bluefish, shad, 
Striped Bass and and perch migrate in and 
outoftheBayon their annual journeys. Blue 
Crabs march south to the Bay's mouth every 
fall, only to trek north again each spring. 
Elegant jellies — Sea Walnuts, Sea Nettles, 
Moon Jellyfish — pulse about the central and 
northern bay, feasting on zooplankton and 
fish and crab larvae. Eels, herring, catfish, 
spot, croakers, weakfish, cobia, puffers, 
flounder, and many others thrive beneath 
the waves. 

Mallards, Wood Ducks, Canvasbacks, 
Canada Geese, Snow Geese, Whistling 
Swans, all fly in great flocks from the north to 
winter in the rich marshes of the Eastern 
Shore, amid eagles. River Otters, Muskrats, 
Beavers, Red Foxes and an occasional secre- 
tive Bobcat. 

None of these creatures could survive 
without the diverse plant life of the Bay. 
Diatoms, dinoflagellates and single-celled 
blue-green algae absorb sunlight and exhale 
oxygen as they are devoured by tiny cope- 
pods, who in turn offer themselves up to 
young perch, shad, herring and bass. Sub- 
merged Sea Lettuce, Wild Celery, milfoil, 
coontall, eelgrass and Water Chestnut pro- 
vide safe havens and food for small fish, 
freshly moulted crabs, hatchlings, snails and 
others. 

The great marshes, freshwater, brackish 
and saltwater, that edge much of the Bay and 
her tributaries are home to wild rice, water 
lilies, pickerelweed, cattails, cordgrass, bul- 
rushes and rosemallows. Here is food and 
shelter for ducks, geese, songbirds, mam- 
mals, fish, crabs and others — even in decay, 
for then the nutrient essence flows back into 
the waters to feed the one-celled beings once 
more. 


Inhabitants part 2: 
the Humans 

Stone-age humans reached the area 
during the last ice age, before the present Bay 
even existed. Hunter/fisher/gatherers, they 
were nomadic, following herds of masto- 
dons that roamed over what was then a great 
grassland. 

As this most recent ice age came to an 
end, the glaciers retreated and the ocean's 
waters rose. The humans were pushed back 
across the continental shelf, along with the 
other terrestrial species capable of migrating. 
Then the Bay appeared as the rising waters 
inundated the lower reaches of the 
Susquehanna River. Forests replaced grass- 
lands. Deer and other smaller mammals 
began filling the newly available niches. 

The humans made smaller spearheads, 
and in the brackish waters of the Bay, discov- 
ered oysters and other saltwater and estuar- 
ine creatures. With abundant food, popula- 
tion rose and life became increasingly seden- 
tary. Permanent settlements were created 
near the Bay and its tributaries, trade net- 
works were established with humans across 
the continent, and inventions from else- 
where appeared: pottery, the bow and arrow, 
com and bean agriculture. Tobacco farming 
began. 

To protect their now-important agricul- 
tural turf, fortified villages and alliances were 
created. Some tribes, such as the Susquehan- 
nocks, preferred to retain the old ways of 
hunting and gathering (occasionally raiding 
the agricultural Indians for tobacco, com, 
slaves and beans). 

Perhaps 3000 years had passed since the 
Bay had reached its current size. An equilib- 
rium of sorts had been reached. Then came 
the Europeans, who, with a combination of 
brute force, exploitation of tribal differences, 
and the introduction of exotic diseases, ef- 
fectively wiped out the native people in a 
half century. By the 18th century, little 
remained of the Algonquin nations but their 
names, appended to the rivers of the area: 
Patuxent, Potomac, Rappahannock, 
Transquaking, Patapsco, Nanticoke, many 
othen. 


Delaware Defenders 
Denounce Department Dithering 


Bayocide 

When the Europeans, in the form of 
Captain John Smith and his crew, first en- 
tered the Bay in 1608, there was little sign of 
human impact: some oyster shell mounds, a 
few small villages with tobacco, com and 
bean plots. Tall forests pressed to the edges 
of deep clear water and reedy marshes. In his 
diary, Smith described the Bay as possessing 
"an abundance of fish ... sturgeon, grampus, 
porpoise, seals, stingrays whose tails are very 
dangerous, brits, mullets, , white salmon, 
trouts, soles, plaice, herring, conyfish, rock- 
fish, eels, lampreys, catfish, shad, perch of 
three sorts, crabs, shrimps, crevises, oysters, 
cockles and mussels." 

The surrounding forests, he reported as 
"extremely thick of small woods as well as 
trees, and much frequented with wolves, 
bears, deer and other wild beasts. The 
streams were crystal clear and full of fish.” 

More and more Europeans arrived. The 
Algonquin were killed or driven away. The 
Europeans pressed inward. Forests that cov- 
ered the Bay's shorelines and river watershed 
were destroyed to provide space for tobacco 
fields, the Algonquin contribution to west- 
ern man's agriculture. 

Poorly planned fields eroded, sending 
their naked topsoils pouring into streams, 
choking water plants and tiny invertebrates, 
and sticking to fish eggs with deadly effect. 
The large mammals — Buffalo, Elk, Black 
Bear, the large cats — were exterminated or 
driven out of the Bay's watershed. 

Fishermen tore into the vast schools of 
herring, shad, Striped Bass, bluefish and 
perch. Often their catch would be so large, it 
would take several days to empty the nets. 
Skipjacks and other craft scraped away oys- 
ters and clams from the bottom. Freshwater 
mussels were literally mined from streams by 
the ton, their shells used to make buttons. 
Commercial hunters decimated ducks and 
geese entire flocks at a time to feed the 
growing cities of Baltimore, Norfolk and 
Washington DC, using floating cannons 
filled with small shot as the unsuspecting 
birds floated on the Bay and tidal rivers. 

Then industrial devolution happened. 
The cities, heretofore sending only their 
sewage and garbage into the water, now 
began to dump a panoply of deadly chemi- 
cals into the water. 

The mad frenzy of exploitation, biocide 
and pollution continued through the 20th 
century. Drift-netters killed roe-laden fe- 
male Striped Bass by the thousands as the 
schools tried to enter their spawning 
grounds. An occasional "insignificant" leak 
sent radioactive material into the watershed. 

Belatedly, scientists and fishermen 
began to complain. The submerged grasses 
and other underwater plants had almost 
disappeared, spelling doom for the many 
creatures that used them for food and shel- 
ter. Crabs had dangerous levels of lead, 
mercury, cadmium and other poisons in 
their flesh. Dead zones, areas of little or no 
dissolved oxygen, grew in the lower depths 
of the Bay, creating a deadly barrier to mi- 
grating crabs and fish. 

Something had to give.... 

Protecting the Bay 

In 1983, after a 5 year study by the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), US 
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), the states of 
Maryland, Pennsylvania and Virginia, and 
the District of Columbia (Washington DC), a 
commitment was made to restore the health 
and biodiversity of the Chesapeake. A plan, 
the Chesapeake Restoration And Protection 
Plan (CRAPP), was released. 

Appropriately, CRAPP's first priority 
was reducing sewage, or "nutrients," pour- 
ing into the Bay's watershed. These "nutri- 
ents" come primarily from human sewage 
plants, and foster the overgrowth of single- 
celled algae, which kill the submerged 
grasses through light starvation. The algae, 
upon decomposition, use up available dis- 
solved oxygen, lowering the water’s ability 
to support fish. "Nutrients" also pour into 
the Bay watershed from "non-point" 
sources: lawn and farm fertilizers, chicken 
and cow shit from dairy and poultry farms. 

A second goal of CRAPP was to identify 
and reduce poisonous chemical waste dump- 
ing in the Bay and its watershed. Again, 
farms and lawns were seen as "nonpoint 
sources" and Industrial plants and sewage 
treatment plants as "point" sources. 

Third on the CRAPP list is "living re- 
sources." The goal was to restore and protect 
the living inhabitants and their habitats, 
through control of fishing , hunting, oyster 
and clam dredging, and crab trapping, and 
by protecting marshes and other wetlands 
from developers and farmers. 

While laudable, the plan was advisory, 
not mandatory, hence had little effect on the 


health of the Bay. 

Then, in 1984, Maryland passed the 
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Law. Over 
much opposition from developers, limits 
were placed on development for all land 
within 1000 feet of high tide on all shorelines 
in the Bay region. The law required every 
county or jurisdiction to enforce the protec- 
tion of this important habitat zone. Of 
course, there were already many develop- 
ments within the critical area. 

The critical area was regulated as three 
zones: the Intensely Developed Area (IDA), 
the Limited Development Area (LDA), and 
the Resource Conservation Area. IDAs are 
commercial and residential areas. LDAs are 
farmlands, small towns and fishing villages. 
RCAs are areas predominated by wildlife. 

One weakness of the Critical Area Law 
was that each county or independent town 
could interpret the law to suit local develop- 
ers and other economic interests. In 1987, 
however, the governors of Virginia, Mary- 
land and Pennsylvania, the mayor of Wash- 
ington DC, and representatives of the’EPA 
and Chesapeake Bay Commission signed the 
Chesapeake Bay Agreement, committing 
themselves to restoring the Bay. They would 
submit a report by 1989 on their progress in 
fulfilling their promises, largely the CRAPP 
directives. The Maryland delegation prom- 
ised to monitor local jurisdictions' adher- 
ence to the Critical Area Law. 

The Critical Areas Law has been some- 
what effective in protecting the Bay's re- 
maining undeveloped shorelines. It is still 
up to local citizens' groups to keep an eye on 
developers to be sure no illegal Infringement 
on shoreline habitat takes place. Several 
successful lawsuits have prevented en- 
croachments. 

WHAT TO DO: Activists should watch 
for public hearing notices on shoreline lands 
and read county and town newspapers, 
which report on these developments more 
often than the big city press. Go to the 
hearings. Speak out for biodiversity and 
habitat. Lackof opposition at these meetings 
leads to destruction of precious wild homes. 
If nobody opposes, developments proceed. 

Keep abreast of new regulations and 
studies. Call CRIS, the Chesapeake Regional 
Information Service 1-800-662-2747. This 
24 hour a day recording gives listings of 
upcoming meetings of Chesapeake environ- 
mental organizations, Bay news, and a list of 
free publications on the Chesapeake. 

Chesapeake Earth First! is hatching its 
own plans to protect the Bay, its larger eco- 
system, and its inhabitants. Contact Che- 
sapeake EF! at 301-855-2975 or POB 184, 
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732. We need 
people with a fierce desire to protect and 
restore the Bay ecosystems. We also need 
guidebooks to endangered species, depth 
finders, boats large and small, and money for 
fuel, phone, and mailing. The Bay waits.... 

THREATS to the BAY 

LOGGING 

Logging of the Blue Ridge Mountains 
may seem at first glance to have little to do 
with the distant Chesapeake Bay. Nonethe- 
less, the impacts on the Bay are serious. 

One of the most damaging effects of 
deforestation is siltation. More than 3 mil- 
lion tons of silt flow into the Bay each year 
from its drainage, whose headwaters rise in 
the Allegheny Mountains across a wide 
swath of Virginia, West Virginia, Pennsylva- 
nia, Maryland and New York. 

Logging causes the release of silt into 
streams by removing the living "skin" of 
plants, fungi and decaying matter, baring 
fragile soils and subsoils which erode away 
when rained upon. Erosion from a forest 
ordinarily averages 50 tons of sediments per 
square mile per year. After clearcutting, the 
amount can rise to 100,000 tons/sq mile/yr! 

Though most of this sediment is sand, 
settling within a few miles of the cut-over 
area, much of it is finer clay silts that travel all 
the way to tidal waters. There, they settle on 
aquatic vegetation, interfering with photo- 
synthesis. The fine silts also stick to fish eggs 
and abrade the sensitive gills of newly 
hatched fish, decreasing the viability of 
both, as well as harming the planktonic 
organisms in the Bay and the tidal reaches of 
its tributaries. 

As a result of this relocation of the soils 
of the highlands into the Bay, the Chesap- 
eake is now about half the depth it once was. 
Eventually, the Bay will fill entirely with 
eroded sediment and cease to be an estuary. 
This is a natural event, but human impacts 
such as clearcutting have greatly speeded up 
the process. 

DRIFTNETS 

Despite the fragility of the fish's come- 
back after a five year moratorium on com- 


mercial and “sport" fishing, Maryland has 

approved a commercial netting season on 
female Striped Bass (rockfish) as they enter 
their spawning areas this winter. The netting 
season will go from January 2 to 31. 

Last year's Striper spawn was large, but 
fry survival levels were extremely low, a fact 
that has puzzled scientists but is being ig- 
nored by policy-makers. Like salmon and 
other migratory fish, Striped Bass return 
from the ocean to the river of their hatch to 
spawn. 

Commercial fishermen go so far as to 
use icebreakers to penetrate rockfish spawn- 
ing areas in winter, and set their nets under 
the ice! This occurs around the mouths of 
the Sassafras, Chester, Susquehanna, Elk, 
Gunpowder and Northeast Rivers, in the 
northern reaches of the Bay, where the fe- 
males congregate. 

Some biologists, who prefer to remain 
anonymous, felt the commercial fishery 
should not be opened at all. This year's 
month-long sportfishing season for Striped 
Bass had to be cut short by two weeks, due to 
the threat of overfishing. 

What To Do: Pressure the Maryland 
DNR to halt spawning time netting of rock- 
fish. Tell them the slight comeback made by 
the Striped Bass will be undone if the spawn- 
ing females are killed. 

*Dr. Torrey C. Brown, Secretary, MD Dept of 
Natural Resources, Tawes State Office Bldg, 
Annapolis, MD 21401; 301-974-3041. 

Volunteer time, money or materials to 
Chesapeake Earth First! Ideas are sought on 
creative ways to prevent or bollix up the 
drift-netting this winter. Have a spare boat or 
spare time or change? Contact Chesapeake 
EF!, POB 184, Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732; 
301-855-2975. 

TERRAPIN TRAPPING 

Because of a Catch 22-like disparity 
between New York and Maryland regula- 
tions about legal size limits for possession of 
Diamondback Terrapins, it is now illegal to 


by Ron Huber 

The presently submerged eastern part of 
North America — the Eastern Continental 
Shelf — is an important part of the 
continent's ecosystem. 

During every ice age, the ocean's waters 
withdraw into the North American Basin, 
laying bare many thousands of square miles 
of land. Rich in deposited nutrients, the 
Shelf then becomes home to a wide diversity 
of terrestrial plants, animals, fungi and mi- 
crobes. 

When the ice caps melt and the Atlantic 
spills out of its basin, marine life recolonizes 
the freshly submerged Shelf. The drowned 
terrestrial inhabitants form a nutrient base 
for marine organisms. This process repeats 
indefinitely, as long as the ice ages continue 
to come and go. 

While submerged, the Shelf is home to 
whales and dolphins, turtles, cod, tuna, 
sharks, marlin, swordfish, mackerel, many 
others. Some are solitary; others travel in 
packs or great schools, ranging up and down 
the Shelf with the turning of the seasons, 
much as the migratory birds overhead. 

Kelp and other algae forests wave about, 
offering food and shelter. Squid, octopi, crus- 
taceans, mollusks ... a sedentary community 
of millions thrives, innocent of the dry part 
of the continent, except for the wash of 


sell Diamondbacks caught in Maryland wa- 
ters to New York markets! This will save 
thousands of terrapins from untimely deaths 
at the hands of soup makers and other terra- 
pin-eating humans. 

Maryland law requires that the plas- 
tron, or bottom shell, of the terrapin must 
exceed 6 inches in length. New York law 
prohibits sale of terrapins with a top shell 
length greater than 7 inches. 

To the good fortune of Diamondback 
Terrapins, the bottom shell is typically 88% 
as long as the top shell. Thus, terrapins large 
enough to be kept by Maryland watermen 
are too large to be sold in ‘New York! 

New York is the main market for terra- 
pins. Volunteers from the New York Turtle 
and Tortoise Society have been patrolling 
New York seafood markets and reporting 
violations to the New York Department of 
Environmental Conservation, whose agents 
have been actively enforcing the law. 

This should contribute greatly to the 
terrapin's survival rate. Unfortunately, the 
species is also suffering grievous losses in 
Maryland to brackish water crab traps, which 
drown thousands of terrapins each year. 
Attracted by the bait and the captured crabs, 
the terrapins enter the traps. Like crabs, they 
are unable to escape, but unlike crabs, they 
drown if not removed within 3 hours. 

The solution is to ban use of crab traps 
in tidal rivers and streams. Efforts by a Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania researcher to design 
TEDs (terrapin excluder devices) for crab 
traps have so far been unsuccessful. Com- 
mercial crabbers are prohibited by law from 
crabbing outside the main Bay itself. Private 
crabbers should cease, or at least content 
themselves with crablines. Catching Blue 
Crabs (another dwindling species), is less 
destructive when baited strings and dipnets 
are used instead of traps. 

WhatToDo: Contact Dr. TorreyBrown 
of MD DNR (address above). Tell him to ban 
crab traps in tidal creeks and rivers. 


nutrients flooding out with the rivers. 

The water winds, or currents, carry 
plankton and the taste of distant waters to 
migratory and non-migratory creatures 
alike. 

As with every ecosystem, humans are 
exploiting and killing its residents. The 
population of many Shelf inhabitants is 
shrinking: Atlantic Cod and Summer Floun- 
der are in imminent danger of disappearing; 
Bluefish, Red Drum and Weakfish are also in 
trouble. A Delaware charter boat captain has 
reported large numbers of dead sea turtles 
out on the Shelf, mostly Kemp's Ridley, an 
Endangered Species. He believes they are 
being killed by dragger net fishing boats 
operating off the Delaware coast. Other sea 
turtles are choking to death on floating dis- 
posable plastic bait bags, tossed overboard by 
sportfishers, which look and apparently taste 
somewhat like jellyfish, a favorite turtle 
food. 

Outrage over the orgy of destruction 
being visited upon the great fish schools off 
American coasts, and interest in possible oil, 
gas, and mineral deposits on the Shelf led to 
the passage, in the 1970s, of the Magnuson 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act. 
This law established an Economic Exclusion 
Zone (EEZ) extending 200 miles out from US 
shorelines, within which no foreign fishing 
continued on page 24 
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THE CONTINENTAL SHELF OF THE AMERICAS. 

The west coast shelf is too small to be seen at this scale. 
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PRESERVE ADIRONDACK WILDERNESS 


by Jason Kahn (geology), Gary Bennett 
(flora), Anne Peterman (fauna), Jim Mays 
(Park history), Andrew Molloy (regulations), 
Sage (acreage, vision), Tom Carney (restora- 
tion), Ellen Weinstock (global perspective), 
Gary Burnham (compilation & editing) 

INTRODUCTION 

New York's Adirondack Park contains 
some of the most extensive wilderness in the 
eastern United States. Yet its reputation as 
the largest park in the lower 48 rises out of a 
basic misunderstanding of how the Park has 
evolved and how it is administered today. 
Six million acres are encompassed by the 
Blue Line boundary of the Park, but barely 1/ 
6 of this land comes under the full protection 
of the State of New York as Wilderness — 
land to be kept "forever wild" and not man- 
aged for resources. Other public land desig- 
nations are less rigorously protected. Cate- 
gories such as "Primitive," "Wild River," and 
“Wild Forest” allow some form of intrusion 
or management. About 3.7 million acres lie 
in private hands and much of the public land 
is cut up by these private inholdings, by 
major roads, and by resort developments. 

Although attempts have been made to 
restrictuse and development of private lands 
through zoning regulations, plenty of loop- 
holes exist to permit large-scale resort and 
tourist developments. Often the zoning 
authority's actions seem to harass and annoy 
the small landholder while allowing the 
major real estate developers, such as Patten 
Corporation and Gleneagles, free rein to 
despoil at will. Development had already 
reached such a pitch by 1988 that wide- 
spread sewage contamination forced the 
closing of some public beaches in the south- 
ern end of the Park. 

In many ways, the Adirondacks provide 
a bitter illustration of recreation and tourism 
colliding with wilderness habitat. For every 
battery of condos and ski chalets built, un- 
counted tons of sewage run off into the 
"Wild Rivers." Traffic jams on the Northway 
(Rt.87) during the peak tourist season pump 
smog out over "Wild Forest" valleys. Float 
planes and powerboats buzz the big lakes, 
and slob hunters fill the forests with the 
sound of indiscriminate gunfire. (In the 
early bear season of 1988, 6 people were 
killed by "accidental" gunshots — hopefully 
all slob-hunters themselves.) 

Even with all these problems, the 
"Dacks" still provide some of the most pris- 
tine forests in the East: a prime place to begin 
planning a truly viable Wilderness Preserve. 

NATURAL HISTORY 

The Adirondack Mountains are the 
remains of a series of mountain-building 
events that began nearly 2 billion years ago. 
They contain some of the oldest rock in 
North America. These mountains once 
reached as high as the Himalayas, but after 
eons of erosion and the scouring of many 
glacial periods, the Adirondacks are now a 
scattered mix of uplands and peaks that run 
between 2000 and 5000 feet; the highest 
peak is Mt. Marcy in the east-central Adiron- 
dacks with a summit of 5344 feet. These 
moderate heights in combination with the 
prevailing cool climate and rocky soils pro- 
duce fine examples of alpine ecosystems, 
complete with tundra plant species, arctic 
grasses, mosses, liverworts, and lichens. 

With the retreat of the Wisconsin Ice 
Sheet, about 11,000 years ago, the peculiar 
topographyof the Adirondacks was laid bare. 
Thousands of small streams and rivers criss- 
cross the land; upland valleys cradle swamps 


and bogs; high, bald peaks dot the landscape. 

With the breakdown of the rock into 
soils and the concurrent warming of the 
region, a White Spruce taiga forest devel- 
oped. As warming continued, the White 
Spruce gave way to Balsam Fir, White Pine, 
and Eastern Hemlock. Later climatic vari- 
ations left the Adirondacks with an immense 
variety of forest types — including boreal 
forest, boreal bog, sub-alpine forest, and 
northern hardwoods. Some are declining 
remnants of an earlier climatic period; some 
are thriving communities with species re- 
cently adapted to a slightly changed context. 
This variety gives the Adirondacks special 
significance as a region of transition between 
the more northerly, cold-adapted forests and 
the wanner, lowland forest types. 

The original forest inhabitants after the 
last glacial retreat included Moose, Lynx, 
Wolverine, Cougar, Gray Wolf, Woodland 
Caribou, and Indiana Bat. All these species 
were extirpated by 1900. Indigenous species 
that still survive but are threatened by habi- 
tat loss and human encroachment include 
the Southern Bog Lemming, Woodland 
Vole, Southern Red-backed Vole, Southern 
Flying Squirrel, Pygmy Shrew, Star-nosed 
Mole, Osprey, Bald Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, 
and Landlocked Salmon. 

The Iroquois called this land Hodeno- 
’ sauneega, or "land of the people of the long 
house," and hunted and traveled through- 
out. The Mohawks also used the Adiron- 
dacks frequently. However, there is no evi- 
dence of permanent year-round inhabita- 
tion, and the effects of these nations on the 
balance of the ecosystem were no more 
marked than those of any other big predator. 

UNNATURAL HISTORY 

The arrival of the Europeans brought 
the greatest cataclysm to the Adirondacks 
since the last ice age. By the late 1700s the 
Adirondack area was viewed as a vast waste- 
land to be liquidated as rapidly as possible. 
Intensive logging began in the early 1800s. 
By 1 820 the last native trout was pulled from 


Shelf . . . 

continued from page 23 

fleets or other "resource extractors" would be 

permitted. 

The idea looked good. Then, under 
pressure from the Departments of State and 
Defense, and the politically well-connected 
California tuna industry, a mammoth loop- 
hole, big enough to let any number of for- 
eign fishing boats through, was created. 
Section 102 of the Magnuson Act reads: "The 
sovereign rights and exclusive fishery man- 
agement authority asserted by the United 
States under section 101 over fish do not 
include, and may not be construed to extend 
to, highly migratory species of fish." 

The superficial rationale for this exemp- 
tion was to allow management of interna- 
tionally traveling schools of fish by an inter- 
national body. The United Nations Law of 
the Sea Treaty includes swordfish, marlin, 
salmon, sharks and tuna under the classifica- 
tion of "highly migratory species." 

Then, through the wizardry of fishing 
industry lobbyists, a compromise was struck: 
the definition of "highly migratory species" 
in the Magnuson Act was narrowed consid- 
erably, to "species of tuna." On the surface, 
this looked as though it would protect the 
other migratory species: foreign fleets would 
capture only tuna, leaving the other fish 


the lakes; by 1 822 the last wolf was killed. By 
1850 much of the Adirondacks region was in 
truth a wasteland. 

Two decades later, calls to preserve the 
Adirondacks began in earnest. In 1870 Ver- 
planck Colvin returned from a climb of Mt. 
Seward with a vision of a forest preserve that 
would keep the land "forever wild." In 1872 
fears about timber depredation, drought, 
and threats to New York's water supply led to 
the convening of a commission to study the 
possibility of creating a public park out of the 
territories encompassed by Lewis, Essex, 
Clinton, Franklin, St. Lawrence, Herkimer, 
and Hamilton Counties. Finally, after a se- 
ries of large land acquisitions by the State, 
New York amended to the constitution Ar- 
ticle VII, section 7, which reads in part: 

The lands of the State now owned or hereafter 
acquired, constituting the Forest Preserve as now 
fixed by law, shall be forever kept as wild forest 
land. They shall not be leased, sold or ex- 
changed, or be taken by arty corporation, public 
or private, nor shall the timber thereon be sold, 
removed or destroyed. 

PAW PROPOSAL 

Preserve Adirondack Wilderness (PAW) 
now calls upon the State of New York to 
fulfill the responsibilities set forth in its 
constitution. First and foremost of the re- 
sponsibilities is to bring an immediate and 
absolute halt to all private and public devel- 
opment on lands encompassed by the bor- 
ders of Adirondack Park. Second is to begin 
an acquisition process that will amass 
enough land to sustain all the natural ecosys- 
tems found in the Park prior to human de- 
spoliation. Third Is to commence wilderness 
recovery efforts throughout the Park, entail- 
ing road closures, dam and building dis- 
mantlement, and, in especially damaged 
places, revegetation with native species. 
Fourth is to conduct habitat suitability stud- 
ies and reintroduce all extirpated species into 
appropriate habitats. 


under the benign jurisdiction of various state 
and federal fishery management agencies. 

Wrong. There has been a sharp decline 
in the populations of the great migratory 
fish, for an all-too-simple reason: Atlantic 
tuna are captured with "longlines," long 
trotlines with hundreds of baited hooks. 
Sharks, swordfish, sallfish, and marlin, 
which occupy the same waters of the Shelf as 
the tuna, find the baited hooks just as appeal- 
ing as tuna do. 

The tuna fishers are supposed to release 
any billed fish, swordfish or sharks caught, 
but according to Ken Hinman, executive 
director of the National Coalition for Marine 
Conservation, at least two-thirds are dead 
upon release and many of the rest are be- 
lieved to die shortly thereafter. Also, the 
lucrative market in shark fins and swordfish 
flesh makes adherence to the rules doubtful 
at best. The end result has been continued 
slaughter of the aforementioned, without 
any legal means of stopping it. 

The real reasons for deregulating tuna 
were more sanguinary: tit for tat protection 
of the US distant water Pacific tuna fleet ("Let 
me catch your fish and 111 let you catch 
mine"), and the chance for the Defense 
Department to bring electronic surveillance 
equipment close to the shores of Pacific 


A VISION FOR THE ADIRON- 
DACKS IN THE 21st CENTURY 

"Here was a land with thousands of 
mountains and hills, thousands of lakes and 
beaver ponds, thousands of miles of rivers 
and streams and a half million acres of wet- 
lands.... More than thirty rivers radiated 
from near the region's center to all points of 
the compass, dropping more than a thou- 
sand feet in their serpentine courses, replete 
with innumerable waterfalls, flumes and 
gorges.... Wildlife was abundant. A large 
beaver population had, since ancient times, 
been building dams on tributary streams, 
creating ponds and sunlit clearings the 
length and breadth of the wilderness ... 
moose, bear, marten, fisher, otter and other 
animals found ideal habitat there. The 
mountain lion and wolves were part of the 
scene. All manner of bird-life, including 
eagles, hawks, owls, herons, loons, and ducks 
were common. The crystal streams were 
alive with trout, and deep cold lakes had lake 
trout and whiteflsh. Salmon were common 
in the larger lakes andri vers." (Paul Schaefer, 
from Defending the Wilderness, pp. 11-12) 

This is a description by Paul Schaefer 
(one of the most heroic figures in the fight for 
Adirondack wilderness) of the landscape as 
seen by the British Army in the late 1700s. 
Maps of the period warned them away from 
this impenetrable tract of dense forests, 
mountains, swamps, and rivers. 

Today, armies of developers, tourists, 
gravel miners and lumber companies have 
all but defeated the rugged wilderness of the 
Adirondacks. PAW envisions a day when 
maps will once again contain the warning: 
"This country by reason of Mountains 
Swamps and Drowned Lands is impassable 
and uninhabited." It may take generations, 
but a steady withdrawal of the human hand 
from this unique region must begin now if 
the native biodiversity is to be restored. 

For the Mountain Lion, a million acres 
of fragmented forest, marched over by thou- 
sands of hunters and tourists every year, is 
continued on next page 


nations in "tuna boats." As a result, the US 
government is adamant that foreign tuna 
fleets will operate with impunity in US terri- 
torial waters. 

In 1987, the Atlantic coastal states de- 
veloped a plan to protect the severely overex- 
ploited Atlantic Swordfish. The plan would 
have suspended swordfishing during part of 
the year and limited tuna longlining to day- 
light hours during that period (swordfish 
prefer to eat at night). 

Before the closure dates gained final 
approval, the Japan Tuna Association sued, 
saying their fishing rights were being cur- 
tailed in violation of the Magnuson Act. The 
states were forced to back down and the 
restrictions were not put in place. "Inciden- 
tal" killing of Atlantic Swoidfish continues, 
making a collapse in the species' population 
likely. 

The Magnuson Act is currently up for 
review and renewal by Congress. To prevent 
the loss of the Shelf's migratory species, 
substantial changes need to be made. The 
tuna exemption needs to be removed, by 
deleting section 102 of the Act, and by re- 
moving the words "of tuna" from the defini- 
tion of highly migratory species in subsec- 
tion 3(14) of the Act. 

This would control the fishing of the 
dwindling Bluefin Tuna schools, and end the 
killing of swordfish, sharks and marlin by an 
unregulated industry. Currently, the only 
tuna regulatory authority is ICCAT, the In- 
ternational Commission for Conservation of 
Atlantic Tunas. This toothless organization 
can only encourage voluntary compliance 
with quotas and responsible fishing meth- 
ods, and has failed to reverse the Bluefin 
Tuna decline. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Call or write 
your congresspersons. Tell them to re- 
move the tuna exemption. Make it sound 
like they'll personally profit by this in 
some way. It never hurts to appeal to a 
politician's self interest. 

"senators, US Senate, Washington, DC 
20510; 202-224-3121 

•representative. House of Representatives, 
DC 20515; 225-3121 

Contact Chesapeake EF! or the Sea 
Shepherd Conservation Society. Contrib- 
ute time or money. Get off your duff and 
on the Shelf! 

•Sea Shepherd Atlantic Director Ben 
White, 12213 Avery Rd, Fairfax, VA 22033 
•Chesapeake EF!, POB 184, Chesapeake 
Beach, MD 20732; 301-855-2975 

— Ron Huber, Chesapeake EF! 
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PRELIMINARY WILDERNESS PROPOSAL 


continued from previous page 
not enough. The patchwork of scenic vistas, 
shaken by the roar of RVs and aircraft, will 
never sustain the Gray Wolf. As long as Black 
Bears are shot or shunted from place to place 
because they frighten campers; as long as the 
Lynx are run down by cars; as long as the 
Moose die slow, miserable deaths from brain- 
worm so that hunters can be assured of an 
over-abundance of deer; as long as second 
homes and tourist condos insult the land, 
there can be no true wilderness in the Adi- 
rondacks. 

Without the big predators, the free- 
ranging, fragile populations of cats and 
canid s, the evolutionary dance is a mere limp 
and shuffle. In a hundred years we could see 
this dance in full swing again ... if we begin 
now to let Nature heal the wounds we have 
inflicted upon the land. Nature must be 
allowed to take over the management of the 
place, for the humans have run the establish- 
ment into the ground. 

UNESCO, through its Man and the 
Biosphere Programme, recently designated 
the Lake Champlain Valley and the Adiron- 
dacks a Biosphere Reserve. This places the 
Adirondacks among 276 such reserves In 71 
countries. Unfortunately, the Champlain- 
Adirondack Reserve, like most of those in 
other countries, is little more than a paper 
park: The lands within are not adequately 
protected, and all manner of exploitation 
proceeds apace. 

Nothing less than the entire six and a 
half million acres of distinct geographical 
features known to the world community as 
the Champlain-Adirondack Biosphere Re- 
serve will satisfy Nature's evolutionary re- 
quirements. Humans must retreat to the 
fringes of this beautiful wilderness. Those 
who wish to penetrate it must do so without 
the aid of motors or roads, without firearms 
or steel traps or any equipment designed to 
treat the land as a resource pit. 

In over a hundred years of struggle to 
preserve Adirondack wilderness, the com- 
mon thread has been human self-interest. 
No matter how enlightened or well-inten- 
tioned the advocates have seemed, they have 
always accepted the presupposition that 
wilderness must serve some human need. 
Even the unadulterated nature-lover may be 
guilty of this attitude. He or she sees beauty 
in the mountains and so must have easy 
access to them ... more and wider trails ... 
roads and parking lots. Always at the fore- 


Tips on Stopping 
Developments in Wetlands 
Now that the Corpse Has 
Decided Not To Do So 

The US Army Corps of Engineers ["the 
Corpse"] recently wimped out and reclassi- 
fied millions of acres of non-tidal wetlands 
across the United States, exempting them 
from federal protection. The destructive 
change came about as a result of well organ- 
ized opposition by developers, bankers, and 
state and county officials. 

In 1985, a provision was enacted as part 
of the federal agricultural program to stop 
farmers from filling or draining wetlands on 
their property. The "swampbuster" provi- 
sion denied farmers agricultural subsidies on 
lands they drained. It did not apply to 
wetlands drained and farmed before 1985, 
unless the land was flooded 15 days per year 
or more. In recent years farmers have 
drained millions of acres of wetlands with 
ditches and drainage canals to create pas- 
tures and crop fields. 

In 1989, the Corps of Engineers wet- 
lands definitions were widened to include 
"hydric" wetlands — those converted by 
farming, yet still retaining the soil type that 
existed before farmers drained them. Devel- 
opers and politicos up to the Congressional 
level spoke out angrily. This is confiscation, 
they roared, a violation of democratic prin- 
ciples and the freedom to deforest, demarsh 
or otherwise use their land. Sob stories were 
circulated: the hapless aged retirees made 
homeless because they couldn't build a 
home on their acquired farmland, the 
landfill operator who had to serve time for 
unwittingly destroying wetlands..,. Con- 
gressman Roy Dyson and his election oppo- 
nent tried to outdo each other in castigating 
wetlands preservation laws. (Dyson is a 
democrat from MD's 1st district. Happily, he 
lost his seat to a supposedly environmentally 
conscious Republican, Charles Gilchrest.) 

Under fire horn those interests, the 
Corps and the EPA have agreed to cease 


front of the battle against the resource ex- 
tractors, loose coalitions of sportsmen, hu nt- 
ers, hiking clubs, and wealthy recreationists 
have unwittingly defined their arguments in 
terms that make the condo mogul salivate. 

PA W will — as of now — open a new era 
in the fight for Adirondack wilderness. From 
here on, the requirements of natural diver- 
sity and evolutionary integrity must take 
absolute precedence over human needs, and 
to the exclusion of our exploitive desires. 
Paradoxically, this is in our own best interest, 
too, for only in his way can we serve the 
ultimate human need of reintegrating our- 
selves into the biological web of Nature. 
Upgrading State Lands to Wilderness 

If we accept the premise that the State of 
New York has proven to be the most respon- 
sible land holder in the Adirondacks, and 
that the constitutional protection of Wilder- 
ness is the best assurance that these lands will 
remain wild, then it follows that the best 
course open to wilderness proponents Is to 
support an aggressive land acquisition policy 
by the State. Prior to this, however, we must 
be assured that all state held land will be 
protected in perpetuity. As mentioned 
above, the State's most pressing responsibil- 
ity is to halt development in the Park, and 
presently most state lands in the Park — 
including those designated Wild Forest and 
Primitive — are open to some forms of ex- 
ploitation. 

We propose, then, that all state land be 
upgraded to the designation of Wilderness 
Area, and be accorded all the protection that 
designation carries, such as the dismantling 
of roads and the prohibiting of motorized 
vehicles from the land and waterways in 
those areas. We further propose that all 
Wilderness Areas (WAs) be surrounded by a 
six mile conservation easement zone in 
which motorized traffic is prohibited. Access 
to the WAs will be by foot and non-motor- 
ized water craft only. All permanent struc- 
tures within the WAs will be dismantled and 
trails maintained only by hand tools. 

The State now owns roughly 2.5 million 
acres in the Adirondacks. If all this is desig- 
nated as Wilderness, and substantial efforts 
are made to restore the natural habitat po- 
tential in those areas that have been less 
rigorously protected in the past, it will go a 
long way toward establishing a beachhead 
from which native biodiversity can begin 
making a comeback. 


Land Acquisition 

The second phase in reestablishing Big 
Wilderness in the Adirondacks will be a well- 
funded land acquisition effort. The histori- 
cal pattern of land acquisition has followed 
the rather polite " willing buyer, willing 
seller" course, concentrating on those areas 
that are a) most aesthetically stimulating, b) 
most nearly pristine, and c) most appropriate 
to the needs of a tourist industry (e.g., acces- 
sibility to the public is a consideration). 
Given the last two decades of voracious 
development by the private sector, this pat- 
tern is obviously flawed. 

Private land in imminent danger of 
despoliation should be acquired immedi- 
ately, by condemnation or eminent domain 
if necessary. This should include timber 
company holdings and other lands now 
under some form of economic exploitation. 
Recognizing that almost all landscapes, in- 
cluding those exploited in the past, can 
eventually restore themselves to a wild char- 
acter, the state should acquire even apparent 
wastelands in order to remove them from the 
developers and to provide a buffer to the 
more intact wild areas. 

Acquisition of all private inholdings 
intruding on state lands should be a priority. 
A detailed survey of these inholdings should 
be undertaken and made available to the 
public as soon as possible. 

Also of primary concern is the consoli- 
dation of existing Wilderness Areas. Large 
private landholdings (most held by timber 
companies) separate significant tracts of 
Wilderness, effectively cutting off the range 
of migrating species. By acquiring these gaps 
we can begin reestablishing the pre-Euro- 
pean-contact levels of biodiversity. 

In the south-central Adirondacks, ac- 
quiring a mere 40,000 acres north of the 
town of Speculator would consolidate three 
Wilderness Areas. These private lands lie 
between the West Canada Lakes WA, Sia- 
mese Ponds WA, and Silver Lake WA. Acquir- 
ing another 20,000 acres west of the town of 
Indian Lake would add the Blue Ridge WA to 
the consolidation. The Wilderness Area that 
would result from these modest acquisitions 
would total over 800,000 acres. This would 
be the largest unbroken designated Wilder- 
ness east of the Mississippi. Upgrading the 
surrounding forest preserve lands to Wilder- 
ness could enlarge it to over 1 million acres. 

In the north-central Adirondacks, ac- 
quiring 400,000 acres would join two of the 


Park's largest existing WAs: the Five Ponds 
and the High Peaks, creating a single WA of 
approximately 11/4 million acres. Part of 
this acquisition has already been proposed 
by the Governor’s Commission on the Adi- 
rondacks to form the "Oswegatchie Great 
Wilderness" (see pp.52-3 of The Adirondacks 
in the 21st Century). 

In the east, roughly 300,000 acres sepa- 
rate the High Peaks from the Hoffman 
Notch, Siamese Ponds, and Blue Ridge WAs. 
These lands should be acquired. So should 
the patchwork of private lands totaling 

1 15.000 acres in the west that fragment the 
Five Ponds, Ha De Ron Dah, Pepperbox, Blue 
Ridge, and West Canada Lakes WAs. 

This first series of land acquisitions will 
total some 875,000 acres. Coupled with the 
existing WAs and the upgraded forest pre- 
serve lands, these acquisitions would allow 
us to protect, under the "Forever Wild" 
clause in our state constitution, an area of 

3.375.000 acres, most of it contiguous. 

Many of these areas have been devel- 
oped, logged, bulldozed or otherwise pol- 
luted, but we need to think in long terms. 
Allowed a few generations of peace. Nature 
in these areas will restore a level of natural 
biodiversity not seen here in centuries. In a 
hundred years, the proverbial squirrel may 
travel the miles between the St. Regis River 
and Great Sacandaga Lake without touching 
the ground. 

Obviously, this huge tract of Wilderness 
will encompass many hamlets and towns. 
Several major highways run through the 
proposed new Wilderness, as well as thou- 
sands of miles of county roads, secondary 
roads, fire and logging roads, and jeep trails. 
These intrusions conflict with the require- 
ments of Wilderness. However, Rome wasn't 
dismantled in a day and some form of legal 
variance could be applied in the short term to 
allow continued access to those areas of 
settlement. At the same time, an aggressive 
policy of road closure and resettlement 
should be pursued, beginning with the less 
vital access routes serving the small, isolated 
communities. 

We are not in the business of human 
accommodation, yet we recognize the hard- 
ships that increasing Wilderness Will present 
to people who live in the Adirondacks. The 
State should use every means available to 
propagate a spirit of cooperation among the 
year-round residents. Habitat restoration, 
environmental research and monitoring, 
and ongoing environmental education pro- 
grams would provide total employment for 
residents of good faith for several genera- 
tions to come. 

To strengthen this second phase of the 
proposal for Big Wilderness in the Adiron- 
dacks, we propose the largest acquisition of 
all, yet one that will impact relatively few 
human settlements. The area encompasses 
the entire northern borderlands of the Park 
and runs from the Oswegatchie River in the 
northwest to the town of Dannemora in the 
northeast. Though sparsely populated, this 
northern crescent is held almost entirely in 
private hands, with the exception of a few 
scattered tracts of forest preserve land. The 
acquisition totals 1.2 million acres. 

The first and second phases of this pro- 
posal result in the following approximate 
acreage totals: 

Existing designated Wilderness Areas (as of 
1990): 

High Peaks — 197,215 acres 
Five Ponds — 101,171 
Pepperbox — 14,625 
West Canada Lakes — 156,735 
Silver Lake — 100,000 
Siamese Ponds — 1 12,604 
Ha-De-Ron-Dah — 26,528 
Pigeon Lake — 50, 100 
Blue Ridge — 45,736 
Pharaoh Lake — 45,884 
Hoffman Notch — 36.231 
TOTAL EXISTING WILDERNESS — 880,000 
STATE LANDS UPGRADED TO WILDER- 
NESS — 1,500,000 
WA consolidation purchases: 
north-central — 400,000 
east-central — 300,000 
west-central — 1 15,000 
southern — 60.000 

TOTAL CONSOLIDATION PURCHASES — 

875.000 

NORTHERN CRESCENT ACQUISITION — 

1.200.000 

TOTAL WILDERNESS — 4,455,000 

THE TURTLE ISLAND 
CONNECTION 

We know that the evolution of bio- 
diversity is the sum of many processes play- 
ing out over vast stretches of time and land. 
We know that these processes may be dis- 
continued on page 26 
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Saving Bogs, Logs and Polliwogs 


regulating "priorconverted wetlands, " those 
converted before 23 December 1985, leaving 
around 60,000,000 acres of hydric soiled 
farmland in this country wide open for de- 
velopment. The Corps is also proposing to 
weaken federal regulation of wetlands by 
issuing "General Permits" giving automatic 
federal acquiescence to any wetlands filling 
of 10 acres or less. This will be particularly 
disastrous in Eastern states with abundant 
wetlands and inadequate wetland protec- 
tion laws. 

In Maryland, the Corpse's 10 acre rule 
will likely result in the state's nontidal wet- 
lands being nibbled to death rather than 
gulped down in big bites! In Virginia, the 
State Water Control Board will have ruling 
powers over 10 acre or smaller wetlands 
destruction requests. In Pennsylvania, sev- 
eral plans are under consideration, including 
a plan by the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Resources, and a law pro- 
posed in the state legislature. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Use maps, 
guidebooks, public hearing data, and other 
sources of wetlands information and go visit 
your local wetlands. Leam their sounds, 
scents and sights. Search for Endangered 
Species. (An Endangered reed protects some 
Maryland wetlands.) Watch for construc- 
tion projects that might send silt orcontami- 
nants into them. Remember, species popula- 
tions change with the passing of the seasons, 
so visit them year-round. 

Gotothepublichearings. TheyTelisted 
in your county or town paper, rarely the big 
dailies. Vocal opposition can be incredibly 
effective at the town and county levels. If 
nobody opposes the destruction of your local 
marshes and swamps, why then they'll just 
go out there and kill 'em.... 

Get on the mailing lists of the federal, 
state and county environmental bodies. The 
Corps will send you, free and in a timely 
manner, notices of applications to fill or 
otherwise destroy wetlands (those they still 
have jurisdiction over). Specify the geo- 
graphic area, state, particular watershed, etc. 
or you'll be inundated with notices. Also 


contact the EPA to be included on pertinent 
mailing lists. Write them at the following 
addresses: 

US FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE: 

"Division of Endangered Species & Habitat 
Conservation, 1000 N. Glebe Rd, Room 500, 
Arlington, VA 22201 

"Region 1 Office, Lloyd Bldg, Suite 1692, 500 

N. E. Multnomah St., Portland, OR 97232 

"Region 2 Office, POB 1306, 500 Gold Ave. 

S.W., Albuquerque, NM 87103 

"Region 3 Office, Federal Bldg, Fort Snelling, 

Twin Cities, MN 55111 

"Region 4 Office, Richard B. Russell Federal 

Bldg, 75 Spring St. S.W., Suite 1276, Atlanta, 

GA 30303 

"Region 5 Office, One Gateway Center, Suite 

700, Newton Comer, MA 02158 

"Region 6 Office, POB 25486, Denver Federal 

Center, Denver, CO 80225 

"Region 7 Office, 1011 East Tudor Rd, An- 

chorge, AK 99503. 

US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS: 

"Lqwer Mississippi Valley Division, POB 80, 
Vicksburg, MS 39180 

"Missouri River Division (CEMRD-CO-O), 
POB 103, Downtown Station, Omaha, NE 
68101 

"New England Division, Regulatory Branch, 
424 Trapelo Rd, Waltham, MA 02254 
"North Atlantic Division (CENAD-CO-OP), 
90 Church St., New York, NY 10007 
"North Central Division (CENCD-CO-MO), 
536 S Clark St., Chicago. IL 60605 
"North Pacific Division, POB 2870, Portland, 
OR 97208 

"Ohio River Division (ORDCO-OF), POB 
1159, Cincinnati, OH 45201 
"Pacific Ocean Division (CEPOD-CO-O), 
Regulatory Branch, Bldg 230, Fort Shafter, 
Honolulu, HI 96858 

"South Atlantic Division (CESAD-CO-O), 77 
Forsyth St. S.W., Atlanta, GA 30303 
"South Pacific Division (CESPD-CO), 630 
Sansome St., Room 1218, San Francisco, CA 
94111 

"Southwestern Division (CESWD-CO-R), 
1114 Commerce St., Dallas, TX 75242 



The Revised Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan: 

CHARTING THE COURSE TO EXTINCTION 


by Keith Hammer, Biodiversity Project 
Northern Rockies Coordinator 

Public Review Period 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
has released its draft revised Grizzly Bear 
Recovery Plan for public review. The draft 
revises the original 1982 Recovery Plan for 
Grizzly Bear in the lower 48 states, which 
were listed as Threatened with extinction in 
1975. The current revision is the first step in 
FWS attempts to remove the protections of 
the Endangered Species Act (ESA) for Grizzly 
Bear surviving near Glacier and Yellowstone 
National Parks. As this article will show, if 
the Grizzly is to survive in the lower 48, the 
public must rise up in opposition to the new 
Plan. 

Copies of the draft revised Recovery 
Plan maybe obtained from FWS Grizzly Bear 
Recovery Coordinator Chris Servheen at NS 
312 University of Montana, Missoula, MT 
59812 or by calling 406-329-3223. Written 
comments on the Plan will be accepted until 
3 February 1991 at the same address. Please 
speak up for the Great Bear. 

Background 

Historically, Grizzly Bear in the conter- 
minous 48 states ranged from the Mississippi 
River to the Pacific Ocean and from central 
Mexico to northern Canada. Today, this 
magnificent creature has been reduced to 
less than 1% of Its former numbers and range 
and is formally confirmed to exist in only 
five fragments of its former range, in Mon- 
tana, Idaho, Wyoming, and Washington. It 
is suspected to still exist in two other frag- 
ments in Idaho/Montana and Colorado (see 
maps). 

With passage of the Endangered Species 
Act in 1973, and listing of the lower 48 
Grizzly Bear as “threatened” under the ESA 
in 1975, some hope was gained for reversing 
the bear's plummet toward extinction. The 
forces that pushed the bear toward extinc- 
tion during the settling of the West, how- 
ever, have not subsided. While outright 
extermination of Grizzly Bears has been 
reduced, bears still die every year at the end 
of a rifle barrel in the name of protecting 
livestock or the assumed human right to 
occupy bear habitat. Each year more Grizzly 
Bear habitat is roaded, subdivided, drilled, 
cut down, or otherwise rendered useless tor 
the Grizzly Bear. 


torted when truncated by artificial bounda- 
ries. Even large wild areas, when isolated in 
a developed landscape, will suffer habitat 
degradation. Global pollution, climate 
change, human pressure on the edges of wild 
areas ... all contribute to a general trend 
toward the exhaustion of genetic variability 
in a closed ecosystem. The Adlrondacks 
Bioregion is particularly vulnerable because 
it is, in many senses, an island, surrounded 
by concentrated human settlement and 
industrialism.* 

At the same time, the Adlrondacks offer 
the possibility of providing a vital— if not tfie 
vital — keystone in our efforts to restore 
viable wilderness In the eastern United 
States. With their immense variety of forest 
types and attendant wildlife species, the 
Adlrondacks stand at the junction of many 
crosscurrents of genetic variability. Here a 
northern spruce-fir forest type meets what is 
essentially an Appalachian hardwood forest. 
This is one of the southernmost areas where 
the Lynx and the Wolverine could encounter 
southern hardwood species and still feel at 
home. In the end, only by protecting the 
widest variety of native habitats can we save 
a natural area against the anthropogenic 
stresses assailing the planet today. 

With this in mind, the next phase in 
restoring big wilderness in the Adlrondacks 
(and making sure it remains viable), will be to 
establish a series of extensions and wilder- 
ness corridors to provide secure migration 
routes for both free-ranging species and the 
more sedentary species which may soon be 
placed under stress due to climatic shifts or 
other global pressures. We Will Identify the 
possibilities for wilderness corridors only in 
the most general terms here. 

We propose that the forest preserve be 
expanded on its western boundary to In- 
clude the entire Tug Hill Plateau region. 
From there wilderness corridors should be 
restored to connect with undeveloped areas 
in west-central New York’s Finger Lakes dis- 
trict. 

In the north, the Park boundaries 
should be extended to the Canadian border, 
thus protecting much of the St. Lawrence 
Valley. Corridors should be opened to the 


Today the seven remaining fragments 
of the bear's habitat are considered separate 
ecosystems by the Fish and Wildlife Service, 
the primary federal agency charged by Con- 
gress with the duty to protect and restore 
Threatened and Endangered Species and 
their habitats to the degree that they no 
longer need the protections of the ESA. 
However, the seven ecosystems are relatively 
small and are isolated from one another. As 
would be expected, they are located In and 
around either National Parks, Wilderness 
Areas, or roadless areas, which have afforded 
the bear its last vestiges of relatively secure 
habitat. Given that further fragmentation of 
the remaining habitat occurs on a daily basis, 
it is unlikely — particularly If the protections 
of the ESA are removed — that the Grizzly 
Bear in the lower 48 will be able to survive 
unless former habitat is again made available 
to the bear, especially in critical areas which 
would reconnect the seven fragments. 

Recovery: How Much Is Enough? 

The Endangered Species Act requires 
that the FWS write a recovery plan for each 
species it lists as Threatened or Endangered. 
The purpose of a recovery plan is to describe 
a program, with distinct and measurable 
steps, by which the status of the species and 
its habitat can be improved to the point that 
it no longer needs the protection of the ESA. 

Given seven fragments of a former eco- 
system, the revised Recovery Plan makes no 
attempt to reestablish linkages between 
these fragments and simply accepts them as 
seven separate "island" ecosystems. In order 
to address the adverse effects of genetic in- 
breeding in the smaller populations, the Plan 
proposes to augment them with the intro- 
duction of "outside" bears brought in from 
healthier populations. 

The revised Plan avoids discussion of 
how large a land area is necessary for the 
Grizzly Bear to perpetuate itself indefinitely 
without the artificial introduction of new 
genetic stock, and instead deals with the 
seven ecosystems as though they are |ust so 
many zoos. The plan also avoids discussion 
about the degree and reliability of natural 
genetic exchange in populations bordering 
Canada, and about the security of the popu- 
lations in Canada. 

The new Plan calls for each of the seven 
populations to be "delisted" (removed from 
the Threatened and Endangered list) lndi- 


Provincial Parks in the southern Canadian 
forests such as Algonquin, Papineau, Rouge- 
Matawin, and Laurentides. 

Corridors to the east can be opened to 
connect the Adirondack Bioregion with 
Vermont's Green Mountains, New 
Hampshire's White Mountains, and Maine's 
North Woods. This particular extension of 
wilderness illustrates the importance of the 
Adlrondacks to any proposal for Big Wilder- 
ness in the East. If the forests of northern 
New England are to be reconnected to the 
network of wild areas in the Southern Appa- 
lachians, they can only do so through the 
Adirondack Bioregion. The impenetrably 
dense industrial development in southern 
New England and New York City effectively 
chokes off for now any hope of secure wilder- 
ness running through those areas. 

Consequently, the most difficult exten- 
sion for the Adirondack Bloregion itself, and 
also the most logical, is the connection to the 
CatskUl Forest Preserve. Some way must be 
found to provide a significant corridor link- 
ing these two regions — perhaps a large 
greenway running parallel to the Hudson 
River or along the ridges that overlook the 
Hudson Valley. 

THE GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE 

Almost a century ago the people of New 
York established the Adirondack Park and 
Preserve with the vision that it would protect 
their forests and waters for the use and enjoy- 
ment of future generations. They sought to 
create a refuge that would preserve "a place 
of transcendent wilderness beauty where 
man could live, work, and walk in peace and 
harmony with nature" thereby addressing 
the highest concerns of the day. Yet as we 
approach the 21st century, we must view the 
Adlrondacks in a dramatically different con- 
text. Our very lives may depend on it. 

The context within which we must view 
the future of the Adirondacks is character- 
ized by our rapid destruction of the global 
environment. The rate of destruction is so 
great that the evolution of most large verte- 
brates, which have adapted to change gently 
and slowly over time, is grinding to a halt. 


vidually as that population is shown to meet 
its population recovery targets (discussed 
below). This is the same piecemeal approach 
to management that put the bear in this 
predicament in the first place. 

Studies and computer simulations done 
with the support of the G rizzly Bear Recovery 
Coordinator readily show that the recovery 
targets set for the smaller subpopulations 
(70-90 bears) are "far short of the number ... 
necessary to maintain evolutionarily signifi- 
cant quantities of genetic variation [and] are 
... likely to be lower than that of the generally 
accepted minimum number ... necessary to 
avoid serious loss of genetic variation in the 
short-term ... Thus ... individuals will lose 
genetic variation at a rate likely to decrease 
their expected longevity." (Allendorf et. al. 
1990) 

These studies also show that "even 
fairly large subpopulations, such as the 200 
or so bears in Yellowstone National Park ... 
are vulnerable to harmful effects of loss of 
genetic variation," and conclude that a 
single isolated population must number on 
the order of 1670-2000 bears before it can 
maintain adequate genetic variation in the 
long-term. Given the Plan's optimistic esti- 
mate that up to 1000 bears still exist in the 
seven remaining ecosystem fragments, and 
its proposal that only 1300 bears would 
constitute the sum recovery of all "island" 
subpopulations, the long-term outlook for 
genetic diversity within the lower 48 bear 
populations looks grim. Even more alarming 
is the Plan's failure to propose recovery of 
habitat adequate to support a genetically 
secure population of Grizzly Bear. 

Using the mean of average area require- 
ments for individual Grizzly Bears reported 
by Shaffer (1978), 33 square miles per bear, 
and AUendorf's estimates of the minimum 
size of an isolated population necessary to 
avoid a loss in genetic variation, 1670-2000, 
the minimum size of an "island" ecosystem 
should be about 35-42 million acres. To put 
this in perspective, consider the size of the 
seven fragment ecosystems discussed in the 
Plan. 

Yellowstone National Park is about 2.2 
million acres in size and the Yellowstone 
Ecosystem about 6 million acres (GYCC, 
1987). Glacier NP is about 1 million acres in 
size and the Northern Continental Divide 
Ecosystem about 5.5 million acres (MDFWP, 
1986). According to the revised Plan, the 


• • • 

Scientists predict that one-third to one-half 
of all species (plants, animals, fungi, etc.) 
extant in the 20th century will be extinct 
within the next twenty years. The accumu- 
lation of carbon dioxide and other green- 
house gasses in the atmosphere threatens to 
completely alter the world's climate. Some 
have called this the end of Nature, Nature as 
we have always known it and depended on it 
to be. Acid rain foils on the land and water 
with no respect to boundaries of nation or 
state. The world 's oceans are dying, releasing 
less oxygen into the atmosphere. The other 
major source of oxygen, as well as of genetic 
diversity, the world’s tropical rainforests, are 
being cut and burned at a rate of over 
200,000 square kilometers a year (50% 
greater than thought as recently as a few 
years ago). Moreover, due to large-scale 
dearcutting of old-growth and climax for- 
ests in the temperate zones, the Adlrondacks 
are now one of the last significant stands of 
temperate hardwood forest in the world. 

These threats are now widely recog- 
nized in this country, and Americans call 
repeatedly for other nations to end the ravag- 
ing of their forests. Yet, over the last 200 
years, we have destroyed nearly 95% of our 
own forests. We can no longer in good 
conscience balk at the prospect of saving 
what remains of our once great stands of 
wilderness and what has regrown since the 
cutting of the 18th and 19th centuries. None 
of the usual excuses of economic hardship 
holds water anymore; it is hypocrisy when 
the richest country in the world pressures the 
poorest to do what we still refuse to contem- 
plate.... 

If we continue to allow unchecked eco- 
nomic development (despoliation) in the 
Adirondacks, if we continue to lay the bur- 
den of ecological preservation at someone 
else’s feet (not in my backyard), then our fete 
as a species is sealed. We will sink toward the 
blackness of extinction, still hacking away at 
the web of life to which we are bound. 

AN EXERCISE IN HUMILITY 

One final proposal should be added to 
any plan for the Adirondacks. In light of the 


Selkirk Ecosystem (includes Canadian habi- 
tat) and the Cabinet/Yaak Ecosystem (does 
not include Canadian habitat) each contain 
about 1.3 million acres. If the Plan were to 
assign a similar "minimum" acreage to the 
North Cascades, Bitterroot, and San Juan 
ecosystems, the total for the seven ecosys- 
tems would be about 18 million acres, or 
about half of the minimum required for a 
single island ecosystem. 

Another optimistic and unproven as- 
sumption of the Plan is that four of the 
ecosystem fragments allow for adequate 
genetic exchange with neighboring Cana- 
dian bears and that those Canadian bears are 
secure in their existence. Canadian bear 
biologists paint an equally grim picture for 
the long-term survival chances of Grizzly 
Bears north of the border, where there is no 
law similar in scope and protection to the 
state-side ESA. 

The approach taken in the revised Re- 
covery Plan simply does not constitute re- 
covery at all. The draft Itself states "it is 
unlikely that a population dependent on 
regular placement of bears from outside areas 
could ever be considered recovered under 
the mandate of the Act because the survival 
of such small populations would be directly 
dependent on ongoing human actions." 
(P-23) 

Population augmentation is now being 
attempted in the Cabinet/Yaak Ecosystem of 
Montana and Idaho. Genetic augmentation 
is being proposed for the Yellowstone Eco- 
system. Even though the Selkirk Ecosystem 
includes habitats in Washington, Idaho, and 
British Columbia, it is likely of insufficient 
size to avoid the need for genetic augmenta- 
tion (Allendorf et. al.). While the revised Plan 
does not set population recovery targets for 
the North Cascades, Bitterroot, and Sanjuan 
"further evaluation areas," it is likely they 
would be assigned recovery targets on the 
order of the 70-90 bears assigned to the 
Cabinet/Yaak and Selkirk Ecosystems, and 
would also likely require genetic augmenta- 
tion. (Allendorf et. al.) 

In the case of the Northern Continental 
Divide Ecosystem (NCDE), which includes 
and surrounds Glacier National Park and the 
Bob Marshall Wilderness, the revised Plan 
simply does not address genetics and assigns 
a recovery target of 440 bears. Reading the 
Plan leads one to the conclusion that recov- 
ery will never be accomplished in at least 6 of 


global importance of saving biodiversity in 
the Adirondacks, we urge that the State des- 
ignate human exclusion zones in very ma|or 
ecosystem in the region. This is much more 
than a symbolic gesture of humility and 
good will, for many areas In the Adirondacks 
have suffered tremendous Impacts from 
human intrusions. The fragile alpine zones 
of the High Peaks, for instance, have seen far 
too many lug soles and it would be of great 
value to set them aside to recover for genera- 
tions ... if not forever. 

These human exclusion zones should 
encompass thousands of acres, where hu- 
mans are prohibited to go, under pain of 
severe penalty.** No scientific research, no 
management projects, no spiritual retreats 
should be allowed there. 

Many other cultures have set aside such 
taboo lands and perhaps now we can appre- 
ciate their wisdom. Ours is the first (and last) 
culture determined to tread on every square 
foot of the globe as if to flaunt our dominion 
over it; and ours is the culture that destroys 
every natural landscape we invade, from the 
Himalayas, to the Antarctic, even to the 
surface of the moon. Somewhere, we must 
team to draw a line and foster the restraint 
not to step over It. 

PAW invites input toward refining this 
Wilderness proposal. Even more, it invites assis- 
tance in its campaign to restore wildness to the 
Adirondacks. Contact Gary Burnham, Preserve 
Adirondack Wilderness, 24-54 33rd St, Astoria, 
NY 11102(71 8-726-4587) for more informa- 
tion. 

•The geology, location, and climate of the Adlrondacki 
Bloregion make It exceptionally vulnerable to add deposi- 
tion. A recent study concluded that the Adirondack! are 
more severely affected by add rain than any other region In 
the country. 

••Penalties might Include $-10 years mandatory labor 
‘cleaning up” toxic waste dumps, picking up and recycling 
trash, replanting denuded areas, dismantling structures, 
and other habitat restoration chores — the same types of 
penance that should be assigned to violators of other 
environmental law. 


ADIRONDACK WILDERNESS 
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the 7 ecosystems because of the need for 
genetic augmentation due to inadequate 
habitat area and population goals. As will be 
discussed below, recovery in the NCDE is 
also unlikely because of continued bear 
mortality, habitat destruction, and the set- 
tingof population targets and recovery zones 
at the lowest estimate of the number of bears and 
the habitat they occupied soon after the bear's 
listing in 1975. 

Recovery Targets by Ecosystem 

The 1982 Recovery Plan set recovery 
targets for all 7 ecosystems except the San 
Juan Mountains in Colorado. The revised 
Recovery Plan withdraws recovery targets for 
the North Cascades and Bitterroot Ecosys- 
tems and delegates them to a "further evalu- 
ation" category, to which the San Juan Eco- 
system is added. According to the revised 
Recovery Plan Summary, "These areas will be 
examined as to the suitability of the habitat 
and space available for recovery of a viable 
grizzlypopulation. If the existing habitat or 
space is not suitable, then the area will be 
eliminated from consideration for recov- 
ery." 

The remaining four ecosystems are as- 
signed recovery targets based on a monitor- 
ing system intended to demonstrate that 
certain numbers of bears exist, are ade- 
quately distributed throughout the ecosys- 
tem, and are subject to no more than "ac- 
ceptable" levels of mortality. The monitor- 
ing system relies upon reported sightings of 
female Grizzly Bears with either cubs of the 
year or young. (Typically, a female Grizzly 
will bear young every three years, weaning 
the young prior to her next litter.) 

By a rather elaborate chain of assump- 
tions concerning the proportion of female 
and adult bears within bear populations, and 
the proportion sighted versus those remain- 
ing undetected, the revised Plan arrives at a 
bottom-line of each female sighted with cubs 
of the year (FWC) representing 20 bears in 
the total population. Sightings of females 
with young (FWY) are used to document the 
distribution of family units throughout sub- 
divisions of the ecosystem called Bear Man- 
agement Units (BMUs). Based on this meth- 
odology, the revised Recovery Plan lists the 
following recovery targets: 

Selkirks: 4 FWC (running 6 year average) 

4 of 7 BMUs occupied by F WY (running 
6 year sum) 

known mortality not to exceed 3/yr 
(running 6 year average) 

Cabinet/Yaak: 4 FWC (6 year average) 

18 of 21 BMUs occupied by FWY (6 year 

sum) 

known mortality not to exceed 3/yr (6 
year average) 

NCDE: 10 FWC inside Glacier National Park 
(GNP) and 1 2 FWC outside GNP (6 year aver- 
age) 

20 of 23 BMUs occupied by FWY (6 year 

sum) 

known mortality not to exceed 14 total 
or 6 females/yr (6 year average) 

Yellowstone: 15 FWC (6 year average) 

15 of 18 BMUs occupied by FWY (3 year 


sum) 

known mortality not to exceed 7 total 
or 2 adult females/yr (6 year average) 

(For the Yellowstone Ecosystem only, no two 
unoccupied BMUs may be adjacent to each 
other.) 

I will discuss use of the proposed moni- 
toring technique below. This numbers 
game, however, should not become the fo- 
cus of the debate, for it is secure habitat that 
is the key to Grizzly Bear survival, and its 
continued destruction that will lead to the 
bear's extinction. 

Suffice it to say that if the monitoring 
system proposed in the revised Recovery 
Plan were submitted as a high school science 
project, it would receive a big, red “F". Even 
the FWS Grizzly Bear Recovery Coordinator 
says, "We have no credible way to estimate 
the total population with any reasonable 
confidence." (3/2/89 Missoulian) 
Recovery, Status Quo, or 
Extinction? 

Despite this lack of confidence in esti- 
mating Grizzly populations, it is useful to 
compare estimates made around the time 
the bear was listed as Threatened in 1975 
with both current estimates and the revised 
Plan targets. When this is done, it becomes 
apparent that 1975 and 1980 population 
estimates are being used as recovery targets 
for the Yellowstone and NCDE populations, 
respectively. Indeed, the 440 bear recovery 
target being proposed for the NCDE is the 
lowest estimate of the 1980 population! 

Interestingly, the past six years of 
monitoring of the Yellowstone population 
show that the recovery target for females 
with cubs has already been met and exceeded 
by one. Even more interesting are the 
circumstances surrounding the establish- 
ment of the NCDE goal. According to the 
FWS Grizzly Recovery Coordinator, the 
number of females with cubs for 1987, 27, 
and 1 988, 25, did not meet the then tentative 
target of 30. After the 1989 monitoring 
brought the 3 year average up to only 29, the 
revised Plan assigned a target reduced from 
30 to 22. 

In essence, the revised Recovery Plan 
assigns recovery targets and recovery zones 
that represent the status of the bear popula- 
tions and its range at the time it was listed as 
Threatened with extinction. To call this 
program a "recovery" plan is absurd. It does 
not chart a course to recovery, or for that 
matter even to maintaining the status quo of 
1975, given that habitat destruction which 
was driving the species’ toward extinction 
then continues today. In fact, the revised 
Plan simply charts the same course toward 
extinction that was recognized prior to the 
Grizzly Bear's listing as Threatened. 

Current Attempts to Delist 
Grizzly Populations 

While consistently denying that any 
formal proposal to delist the NCDE or Yel- 
lowstone populations of Grizzly Bears exists, 
the FWS and the Interagency Grizzly Bear 
Committee (IGBQ have repeatedly voiced 


their support for delisting the 
NCDE population soon, with 
the Yellowstone population to 
follow. The call for delisting the 
NCDE population began with 
the Montana Department of 
Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 
(MDFWP, formerly Fish and 
Game) in the mid 1980s. 

The MDFWP released an 
environmental impact state- 
ment (E1S) on the northwest 
Montana Grizzly Bear in 1986 
which essentially repeated the 
calculations of Grizzly numbers 
performed for the NCDE in 1 980 
and used in the 1982 Recovery 
Plan. The 1980 calculations 
resulted in estimated popula- 
tion numbers ranging from 440 
to 680 bears. The 1986 MDFWP 
EIS set its bottom-line estimate 
at 549 bears, only 1 1 short of the 
1980 mean calculation of 560 
bears used as the recovery target 
in the 1982 Recovery Plan. 

MDFWP's call for delisting 
the NCDE Grizzly Bear was soon 
echoed by Frank Dunkle, former 
Montana Fish and Game direc- 
tor appointed as director of the 
FWS by then President Reagan. 
Dunkle, also a former Montana 
state senator and lobbyist for the 
Montana Mining Association, 
not surprisingly made his first 
call for delisting the NCDE Griz- 
zly at a meeting of the Montana 
Overthrust Energy Foundation 
in Great Falls, near where oil and 
gas exploration and develop- 
ment have been delayed on federal land due 
to concerns for the survival of Grizzlies occu- 
pying the area. 

Dunkle resigned as FWS director in 
1989 after the General Accounting Office 
discovered that his administration had "sub- 
stantively changed scientific evidence pre- 
sented by the [Spotted Owl] study team’s 
status report" and reversed the report's con- 
clusion to read that logging of ancient forests 
in the Pacific Northwest was not threatening 
the continued existence of the Spotted Owl. 
The move to delist the NCDE Grizzly Bear, 
however, continues under the administra- 
tion of Secretary of Interior Manuel Lujan. 

Two FWS biologists working under the 
Lujan administration have stated, in sworn 
testimony, that they were instructed to 
conclude that construction of telescopes on 
Mt. Graham would not jeopardize the con- 
tinued existence of the Mt. Graham Red 
Squirrel in this last vestige of its habitat in 
spite of convincing scientific evidence and a 
prior draft FWS biological opinion to the 
contrary. Similarly, it appears that the FWS 
first concluded that it will delist the NCDE 
and Yellowstone Grizzly Bears and has now 
set out to establish delisting targets and crite- 
ria that can be satisfied by recent monitoring 
data or increased efforts to observe more 
bears. 

The 1982RecoveryPlan, despite its own 
flaws, at least required that 3 ecosystems 
meet their respective recovery criteria before 
delisting could occur. Faced with its outright 
acknowledgement that all but 2 of the 7 
ecosystems are likely to never be eligible for 
delisting, the revised Recovery Plan calls for 
delisting populations one at a time, keeping 
the path clear for the predetermined delist- 
ing of the NCDE and Yellowstone popula- 
tions. 

The Interagency 
Grizzly Bear Committee 

At the forefront of the push to delist the 
NCDE Grizzly Bear stands the 1GBC. Formed 
in 1983, the IGBC was intended to facilitate 
cooperation among the various agencies 
involved in bear management. Instead, it 
has become a many headed serpent driven 
by career interests and bent on demonstrat- 
ing, through a wizardry of paperwork, the 
illusion of Grizzly Bear recovery. 

The IGBC was created by a memoran- 
dum of understanding by the governors of 
Idaho, Montana, Washington, and Wyo- 
ming, the assistant secretary of Agriculture, 
and two assistant secretaries of the Depart- 
ment of Interior. It is composed of represen- 
tatives of the fish and game departments of 
Idaho, Montana, Washington, and Wyo- 
ming, three regional foresters, the regional 
director of the National Park Service, the 
FWS regional director, and a state director of 
the Bureau of Land Management. Ex officio 
members include representatives of the Bu- 
reau of Indian Affairs, the Salish/Kootenai 
and Blackfoot tribes, and wildlife managers 
from Alberta and British Columbia. 

Many field biologists and researchers 
resent the IGBC because they feel it has 


replaced the voice of the on-the-ground 
professional with representation by bureau- 
crats who often know very little about bear 
management and biology. Many feel that 
sound biology has been replaced with poli- 
tics and a "super committee laundering serv- 
ice." 

The current chair of the IGBC is Lor- 
raine Mintzmyer, Regional Director of the 
Rocky Mountain Region of the National Park 
Service. Soon after assuming her 2 year term 
as chair, Mintzmyer proclaimed "I certainly 
hope to have that [delisting of the NCDE 
grizzly bear] accomplished by the time I 
leave office." (1/14/90 Daily Inter Lake) 

The Real Issue: Habitat 

The numbers game is circular. While 
proponents of delisting have developed 
elaborate numerical schemes intended to 
demonstrate that the lower 48 now has more 
bears than just a short while ago, one look at 
the original and revised Recovery Plans indi- 
cates we are lucky if we have as many bears 
now as we had when they were listed as 
Threatened in the lower 48 in 1975. The 
most obvious omission from either Recovery 
Plan is a habitat trend analysis. 

Anyone even remotely acquainted with 
the management of Grizzly Bear habitat 
knows what such an analysis would likely 
show: a continued downward trend in the 
ability of what little habitat remains occu- 
pied by Grizzlies to support those bears. An 
analysis conducted by the Flathead National 
Forest concerning the effects of its Forest 
Plan on Grizzly Bear is startling: "Implemen- 
tation of the Forest Plan would result in ... 
decreased [Grizzly] production potential for 
3 1% of the forest .. . scheduled timber harvest 
accounts for 91% of the area having de- 
creased potential." (FS Briefing Paper) 

The Flathead NF is 90% occupied Griz- 
zly Bear habitat and contains more Grizzly 
habitat in the NCDE than the other four 
National Forests there. It contains twice that 
of Glacier National Park. Despite being 
majority land manager and having admitted 
the damage its timber program will do to its 
bear habitat, the Flathead received a "no- 
jeopardy" biological opinion from the FWS 
on its Forest Plan. 

Similarly, the Grizzly Bear Recovery 
Coordinator and the IGBC continue to push 
for delisting of the NCDE Grizzly Bear de- 
spite documentation of a declining popula- 
tion of Grizzly Bear in the Mission Mountain 
portion of the NCDE (Claaret.al. 1986). This 
is incredible, given that the Recovery Coordi- 
nator was involved in the research that docu- 
ments the decline! The decline is attributed 
to "increased roadlng and timber cutting, 
illegal hunting, an increase in part-year and 
permanent housing, agricultural activity 
and increased recreational use in sensitive 
areas." (6/6/90 Missoulian) Says Recovery 
Coordinator Servheen, "The Missions used 
to be known as one of the best areas in the 
country to see grizzly bears. Now it’s hard to 
find anyone who has hiked there the last 
couple years who's seen hide nor hair of a 
grizzly." (Ibid) 

The situation elsewhere in the NCDE 
doesn’t look much better. A development 
corridor complete with Burlington Northern 
train tracks and US Highway 2 lies between 
Glacier NP and the Great Bear and Bob 
Marshall Wilderness Areas. It cuts through 
the entire width of the NCDE. Due to the 
ineffective cleanup of grain spilled during a 
multitude of train derailments along this 
corridor, a mortality sink has developed in 
the heart of the NCDE. Two Grizzly Bears 
were struck and killed by trains as they vis- 
ited the area to feed on spilled com in 1989. 
In 1990, four female Grizzlies were killed by 
trains under similar circumstances and a 
fifth, a male, was killed by a train in an area 
away from the grain spills.* 

An interagency investigation con- 
cluded that 14-16 different Grizzly Bears 
have become habituated to the spilled corn 
and the human activity near it, making it 
very likely that their days are numbered as 
well. Commenting on this state of affairs, 
MDFWP spokesman Mike Aderhold said 
"The weak area in delisting grizzlies is that 
their habitat is still not secure." (10/23/90 
Daily Inter Lake) 

Such circumstances are not confined to 
the NCDE, however. A recent surge in Griz- 
zly mortality in the Yellowstone Ecosystem 
prompted the news headline, "Expert: Bear 
Deaths Reverse Recovery Trend." (undated 
Daily Inter Lake) Heavy bear mortality in 
Alberta has led Canadian Grizzly researcher 
Steve Herrero to warn, "Don't count on 
Alberta saving grizzly bears for America. It’s 
likely to be the other wayaround." (1 1/16/89 
Missoulian) 

It is obvious that true recovery of the 
Grizzly Bear requires an increase in the popu- 
continued on page 28 
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The Yellowstone Refuse Company 


by Scott Herring 

To state that Yellowstone National Park 
has problems Is like announcing, in solemn 
tones, that water is usually wet. Yellowstone 
is threatened in such spectacular ways: by 
reckless development outside its boundaries, 
by a Park Service that never rests long be- 
tween periods of slaughtering animal species 
(they've nearly finished with Grizzly Bears; 
Bison are next), by automotive visitation. 
The geyser basins are menaced from both 
within and without, by geothermal explora- 
tion and by tourists who scratch their names 
on the algae-coated runoff channels and 
annually pitch tons of coinage into the hot 
springs (Morning Glory Pool may be worth 
thousands of dollars). These abuses have 
been well publicized, yet there are other 
abuses, obnoxious ones, that go almost 
unnoticed, because they have been carefully 
hidden. 

In the summer of 1990, a Phoenix 
couple, Arthur and Priscilla Picard, were 
walking their dogs at Soldier's Pit, a "re- 
stricted area" ten miles from Madison Junc- 
tion on the West Entrance Road. Soldier's Pit 
was, in fact, a dump, reached by a small road 
with a locked gate at its entrance; here sat a 
pair of wrecked cars used by rangers in law 
enforcement drills, the remains of winter- 
killed animals that died in inconvenient 
places, a puddle of tar deposited by a mainte- 
nance crew ten years earlier ... The dogs got 
into the tar, the Picards got incensed, the 
incident made headlines in the Denver Post 
(the Picards accused the Park Service of 
improperly handling toxic waste, even call- 
ing for a Congressional investigation), and 
the rangers promised to clean up Soldier's 
Pit. 

A trivial incident, really, even comical 
— or so it seemed. In reality, the Picards 
could not have known the magnitude of the 
problem they had stumbled upon. The Yel- 
lowstone dumps, supposedly closed during 
the late 1960s to break the Grizzlies of their 
garbage addiction, still exist; and they don't 
just contain food any longer. 

The dump at Mammoth Hot Springs, 
for example, makes Soldier’s Pit look like the 
minor transgression that it was. If you'd like 
to see it, leave the North Entrance Road at the 
Mammoth residential area; behind the 
grammar school is a service road that winds 
tortuously down into the lower Gardner 
River canyon. At the bottom, with Mt. Everts 
towering above, you will be treated to one of 
Yellowstone's standard spectacular views — 
and then you reach the dump, spectacular in 
its own way. Not counting an unlovely Park 
Sendee storage yard, lined by chain-link 
fence, the dump is the size of a football field. 
Its contents are' worth listing: ancient fire 
extinguishers, a toilet, rusted gasoline stor- 
age tanks, a worn-out culvert trap of the sort 
used to relocate troublesome bears, sheets of 
mangled aluminum siding, construction 
debris, and yes, even a kitchen sink, all tossed 
into the sagebrush. Note how well hidden 
this piece of real estate is; it is invisible until 
you've actually entered it. 

There are similar sights near Old Faith- 
ful. At the end of a maze of service roads lies 
the area's sewage settlement ponds. On a 
busy summer day, when the wind blows 
right, these ponds and a neighboring treat- 
ment plant send their aroma drifting across 
the valley. The fence that contains the settle- 
ment ponds also contains several collections 
of junk, a heap of rusted bear-proof trash 
cans here, a pile of useless plumbing fixtures 
there. In one spot stands a mound of rubbish 
such as Andy Warhol might have designed, 
consisting of, among other things, furniture, 
appliances, a power mower, hubcaps, old 
road signs, bed springs and frames ... and a 
bathroom sink. It is reminiscent of nothing 
so much as the front yard of a welfare family 
residing in Muskogee. 

But perhaps most impressive, in terms 
of size, is a graded area hidden behind a stand 
of Lodgepole Pines on the road between 
Bridge Bay and the Lake Hotel. When you 
enter it, you first see another Park Service 
storage yard, larger than the one at Mam- 
moth. Surrounded by electric fence, it con- 
tains the usual detritus associated with Na- 
tional Parks (culvert traps, portable out- 
houses, etc.), as well as a mountain of old 
tires and a lake of mud. So far, not so bad — 
then your curiosity is piqued by a ridge to the 
west, farther from the Grand Loop Road, a 
ridge plainly created by bulldozers. You 
climb to the top, and your breath is taken 
away. Here is another Grand Canyon of the 
Yellowstone, a vast pit gouged into the earth 
by heavy equipment. At the bottom lie 
chunks of concrete and asphalt and other 
construction debris. This, plainly, is a 
landfill. 

I could go on. While driving toward 
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Grant Village, just before the first buildings 
become visible, one passes a service road; 
follow this road and you will come upon 
another large pit dug into a hillside, this one 
serving no apparent purpose at all (not the 
only pointless grade in the Grant Village 
area). In the residential area at Canyon 
Village, behind the softball field and as far 
from the roads as possible, there is a similar 
hillside, half of it bulldozed away to provide 
a flat space — for heaps of gravel, slabs of 
asphalt, rusted oil drums, and other garbage. 

And so on. If you peek behind the 
scenes at any of the Park’s developed areas, 
you are sure to see something hideous. 

One of the two employee cafeterias at 
Old Faithful is tucked behind the Lodge. 
Approaching it one day last July, I was 
stopped by a surprising sight: the kitchen 


continued from page 28 
lation from what it was when listed in 1975. 
An increase in the number of bears to levels 
that will not necessitate genetic augmenta- 
tion requires an Increase In the amount of 
secure habitat available to bears. The revised 
Recovery Plan, however, draws a line around 
the individual ecosystems and calls the area 
within each boundary a "recovery zone." 
These lines basically reflect the areas within 
which bears were known to occur in 1975. 
The revised Plan has dismissed altogether use 
of the term "occupied habitat." 

While the Plan allows for adjustment in 
the recovery zones to be made on the basis of 
new information, it is obvious that the recov- 
ery zone lines are based primarily on political 
considerations, not the principles of conser- 
vation and wildlife biology. The ESA requires 
the conservation of the ecosystems upon 
which Threatened and Endangered species 
depend, not just the areas in which they will 
be allowed to live out their final days. 

Life and Death Without the ESA 

The revised Recovery Plan lists two 
conditions that must be met before the Griz- 
zly Bear can be delisted in a given ecosystem: 
1) the recovery targets for that ecosystem 
must be met, and 2) adequate regulatory 
mechanisms must be established to assure 
continued viable populations and adequate 
habitat after delisting. The revised Plan in- 
cludes data demonstrating that the recovery 
targets for NCDE and Yellowstone Ecosys- 
tems have in most ways been met. The Plan 
calls for the formulation of a Conservation 
Strategy for each ecosystem to demonstrate 
that adequate regulatory mechanisms are In 
place. 

A second draft Conservation Strategy 
for the NCDE has already been written and 
reviewed Internally by the IGBC. Obviously, 
the dominos for delisting in the NCDE are 
being lined up. After the revised Plan is 
finalized, the draft Conservation Strategy 
will be released for public review, then final- 
ized, and the dominos will begin to fall. 

A review of the first draft Conservation 
Strategy reveals that there is no real sub- 
stance to the proposed regulatory mecha- 
nisms. The most compelling example con- 
cerns the consultation process outlined for 
the review of development projects that may 
adversely affect the Grizzly Bear or its habi- 
tat. 

Under the ESA, the FWS has the author- 
ity to essentially veto any project that would 
jeopardize the continued existence of a 
Threatened or Endangered Species. Under 
the Conservation Strategy, the MDFWP 
would be substituted for the FWS. The first 
draft states "Montana Department of Fish, 
Wildlife, and Parks will not have the author- 
ity to prevent another agency from approv- 
ing an action regardless of effects on grizzly 
bears or their habitat." (p.56) Enough said. 

The revised Plan Summary states "Habi- 
tat and population management after delist- 
ing would be essentially the same as when 
the population was listed." Don't believe it 
for a minute! Since the first call for delisting 
the NCDE Grizzly Bear went out in 1986, the 
Forest Service and FWS have both recom- 
mended that restrictions on the use of motor 
vehicles In NCDE Grizzly habitat be relaxed 
because the bear in the NCDE is "doing well" 
and is "recovered”! Who and what law is to 
stop the rapid decay in bear management if 
the ESA no longer applies? 

Not NEPA 

The revised Plan states, "The recovery 
plan is not a 'decision document' as defined 
by the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA). It does not allocate resources on 
public lands." (p.19) This is an obvious 
attempt by the FWS to circumvent the more 
stringent requirements of NEPA in the areas 


door was open, and a heap of garbage had 
spilled. The hotel company is usually careful 
about that sort of thing — but then, tourists 
rarely get so lost that they end up back there. 

A local chipmunk, one who had set up 
housekeeping behind an electrical panel, 
dashed across my path and grabbed a broken 
tortilla chip. Somewhat offended (we’ve 
gotten rid of the garbage bears, 1 thought; we 
don't need any garbage chipmunks), I 
chased him off. He hid behind a bicycle, 
expertly keeping it between the two of us. 
Then he jogged out, grabbed a piece of ba- 
nana, and returned to his hiding place be- 
hind the spokes. I threw up my hands and 
went to dinner. 

In time, he became the fattest chip- 
munk I have ever seen, lumbering to and fro, 
never having to search farther than ten feet 


of public involvement and environmental 
analyses. 

Clearly, the Recovery Plan allocates a 
very important public resource, the Grizzly 
Bear and its habitat, on public lands and 
establishes a program of "steps necessary to 
bring about the recovery of the species in the 
lower 48 states." (p.19) It also sets forth the 
conditions under which the bear will con- 
tinue to be afforded the protections of the 
ESA. As such, the Recovery Plan represents a 
major federal action which stands to have 
significant effects upon the environment. 
An EIS, and its attendant public involvement 
and scientific analyses, should be required 
for the Recovery Plan. 

SUMMARY 

The revised Recovery Plan violates the 
basic principles of conservation biology. It 
proposes recovery targets and recovery zones 
that It and the scientific literature acknowl- 
edge will likely result in the need for genetic 
augmentation, with the subsequent realiza- 
tion that such populations can likely never 
be deemed “recovered." Rather than set 
recovery zone boundaries to allow for ade- 
quate population sizes and genetic inter- 
change between subpopulations, the Plan 
limits itself to parameters similar to those 
existing in 1975, conditions under which the 
Grizzly Bear was listed as Threatened with 
extinction! 

The Plan proposes a population moni- 
toring system that assumes 20 bears exist for 
each one actually counted, has no reason- 
able level of statistical confidence, and Is as 
dependent upon the observer and the effort 
spent on observing as it is on the actual 
presence of bears. The system tells us where 
and to what degree people are entering bear 
habitat, not how many Grizzlies remain or 
howtheyareactuallydistributed. Entrusting 
America's Grizzly Bears to such a system is 
like entrusting one's life savings to a bookie 
who says "Any time you doubt I still have all 
your money, I'll show you a dollar for every 
twenty you gave me." 

In short, the revised Recovery Plan at- 
tempts to provide a political solution to a 
biological problem. Rather than ruffle any 
feathers with a proposal to truly recover 
habitat lost to the bear, the Plan proposes to 
make do with what they've got, which is a 
course charted to extinction. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

1. Write to Grizzly Bear Coordinator 
Chris Servheen (address at beginning of ar- 
ticle) by 3 February 1991. Do not underesti- 
mate the political momentum behind efforts 
to delist the Grizzly Bear. Your help is abso- 
lutely essential! Here are some comments to 
consider: 

"Insist that the Recovery Plan propose 
the recovery of enough former bear habitat 
to enable the population to perpetuate itself 
without loss in genetic variation. Recovery 
of an area 3 times the 14 million acres in- 
cluded in the revised Recovery Plan's "recov- 
ery zones" may . be necessary to meet the 
minimum ecosystem size — 35-42 million 
acres. Habitat recovery areas should be estab- 
lished to reconnect the 7 subpopulations of 
Grizzly Bears remaining in the lower 48 
states to allow genetic exchange between 
populations and to increase the effective size 
of the ecosystem fragments. 

"Insist that the North Cascades, Bitter- 
root, and Sanjuan "further evaluation areas" 
be included in the habitat recovery scenario 
outlined above, not dismissed because they 
may individually be too small to sustain 
"island" populations of Grizzlies. 

"Insist that the revised Recovery Plan 
include a comprehensive habitat trend 
analysis of lower 48 Grizzly Bear populations 
and adjacent populations in Canada. This 
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for his next meal. He became the source of a 
running joke. "You know," a friend pointed 
out, "he's obviously garbage habituated. It's 
a matter of time before he mauls somebody." 

“Yeah," I chimed in, "the rangers proba- 
bly oughta trap him, put on a radio collar, 
helicopter him into a Chipmunk Manage- 
ment Area." 

But it isn't funny. The garbage bears are 
mostly gone now, either driven deep into the 
backcountry or gunned down by the Park 
Service, yet Old Faithful still hosts many 
garbage-habituated animals. The local Yel- 
low-bellied Marmots have, in recent years, 
been emerging from their winter dens under 
the boardwalks without their hair. No one is 
certain why this is happening, but it seems a 
good bet that a diet of marshmallows and 
continued on next page 



would also help address if and to what degree 
the US can depend on Canada for genetic 
exchange among border bear populations. 

"Insist that "habitat is where it's at" and 
that the Recovery Plan shift its focus from 
bogus and unreliable population monitor- 
ing schemes to the recovery and preservation 
of bear habitat. Specifically object to the use 
of recovery targets and recovery zones that 
reflect the status of the bear and its habitat in 
1975-1980. 

"Insist — in light of the vast amount of 
habitat in need of recovery, the ongoing 
destruction of currently occupied bear habi- 
tat, and continued human-caused bear mor- 
tality — that all efforts to delist any subpopu- 
lation in the lower 48 states be stopped. 
Insist that the Recovery Plan allow delisting 
to occur only after all subpopulations are 
truiy recovered according to the above crite- 
ria. 

"Insist that the Recovery Plan be consid- 
ered a NEPA document and be accompanied 
by an EIS and its attendant scientific analyses 
and full public involvement. 

"Insist that the IGBC either be dissolved 
or its management-level members replaced 
by competent and active Grizzly Bear biolo- 
gists. 

2. Send copies of your letter to Lorraine 
Mintzmyer (IGBC Chair, NPS, POB 25287, 
Denver, CO 80225-0287) and John Turner 
(FWS Director, Interior Bldg, 18th & C Sts 
NW, Washington, DC 20240). 
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KallspeU, MT. 

•Greater Yellowstone Coordinating Committee; 1987; 
GREATER YELLOWSTONE AGGREGATION REPORT; 9/87. 
•Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee; 1989; DRAFT #1 
CONSERVATION STRATEGY FOR THE GRIZZLY BEAR: 
NORTHERN CONTINENTAL DIVIDE ECOSYSTEM MON- 
TANA; 11/6/89. 

•Missoullan; 3/2/89; GRIZZLY MOVING OFF ENDAN- 
GERED LIST; news article by Don Schwennesen; Missoula, 
MT. 

•Missoullan; 11/16/89; ALBERTA ALSO FACES GRIZZLY 
DECLINE; news article by Don Schwennesen; Missoula, MT. 
•Missoullan; 6/6/90; RESEARCHERS WANT BEAR FACTS; 
news article by Ron Seldon; Missoula, MT. 

•Montana Dept of Fish, Wildlife and Parks; 1986; THE 
GRIZZLY BEAR IN NORTHWESTERN MONTANA; Final EIS; 
3/86. 

•Shaffer, M.L.; 1978; “DETERMINING MINIMUM VIABLE 
POPULATION SIZES: A CASE STUDY OF THE GRIZZLY 
BEAR; In Shaffer, M.L.;1983; DETERMINING MINIMUM 
VIABLE POPULATION SIZES FOR THE GRIZZLY BEAR; Int 
Conf. Bear Res. and Manage. 5:133-39. 

•U.S. Fish and WlldUfe Service; 1982; GRIZZLY BEAR RE- 
COVERY PLAN; 1/29/82. 

•U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; 1990; draft revised GRIZZLY 
BEAR RECOVERY PLAN and SUMMARY; 10/90. 

•U.S. Forest Service; undated; BRIEFING PAPER FOR MAN- 
AGEMENT OBJECTIVES RELATIVE TO GRIZZLY BEAR AND 
BIG GAME; Flathead N.F. planning files. 

*ed. note: If BN can't be forced to clean up this 
grain, perhaps some activists ought to pick up 
their shovels and head for the spills. The task 
could prove quite joyfid, as the spilled com 
ferments. — JD 



WHY I AM A MISANTHROPE 


by Christopher Manes 

If there has been one, wearisome leit- 
motif among the peevish critics of Earth 
First! over the past decade, it is the reproach 
that radical environmentalism is a misan- 
thropic, antihuman, insensitive enterprise. 
Industry apologists lugubriously deplore 
how EFI wilderness proposals will cost 
people jobs and impede the glorious march 
of economic progress. A perplexed Murray 
Bookchin, philosoph and unintelligible 
grouch, frets over the fact that eco-radicals 
worry about "lower life forms" when the 
obvious apex of evolution, Murray 
Bookchin, has the right and duty to renovate 
nature according to his liking. In a recent 
article in Outside, Alston Chase, nothing if 
not consistent, demonstrated once again his 
well-honed ignorance of the environmental 
movement by claiming Earth Firstl's biocen- 
trism has alienated activists. And now, alas, 
even some among the ranks of Earth First! are 
unhappy with radical environmentalism's 
misanthropic image and want to revamp it. 

I for one am proud to be a misanthrope. 
Asked by friends why, I generally retort, in 
Thoreauvian fashion, "why aren't you one?" 
Given humanity's 10,000 year record of 
massacres, wars, ecocide, extinctions, holo- 
causts, lethal dogmas, race hatred, casual 
slaughters, venality, corruption and coer- 
cion, it seems to me the burden of proof is on 
those who see something redeeming about 
this newfangled hominid. Nevertheless, in 
these latter days of ecological crisis, misan- 
thropy has become an intellectual Issue 
worthy of discussion. Therefore, I want to 
give my reasons for being a misanthrope. 

First, I assume that the millennia-old 
environmental crisis is driven by the dubious 
ethics and ideologies of societies like ours, 
that phantasmagoria of misbegotten beliefs 
euphemistically called civilization, which 
justifies and promotes the destruction of 
nature. In the industrial age, foremost 
among these creeds is humanism. It is the 
poison chalice at our society's lips. The 
institutions that have seized control of our 
ecology tell us that their policies against wild 
nature are making a better world for humans. 
This is a lie, of course; but easily flattered and 
eagerly self-interested, most people around 
the world accept the deceit as the highest 
endorjement. 

-^Warwick Fox has stated that Deep Ecol- 


unfounded , anthropocentric claims tha t 
rationa lize humanity's abuse of the natural 
wT^FIr T Thu U an Import a n t , . lnHtfprirpntra l, 

taslTof any. attempt to liberate nature from 
huma n dominance . For me, misanthropy 
serves that purpose. By attacking human 
arrogance, by mocking the giddy declara- 
tions of humanists about the "wondrous 
mind of Man, " by pointing out the scientific 
fact that Homo sapiens is less important to the 
biosphere than mycorrhyzal fungus, misan- 

Refuse . . . 
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Twinkles has something to do with it. On a 
summer night, one can watch Coyotes skulk 
around the parking areas, lapping up spilled 
ice cream. And the garbage Coyotes have 
been attacking people. 

If you leave the developments, you can 
put the garbage animals behind you, but you 
won’t get away from the dumps. You can't 
drive for ten minutes on any road without 
seeing a break in the trees with a sign that 
says "SERVICE ROAD"; many of these con- 
ceal more rubbish. Soldier's Pit was an ex- 
ample. 

The spectacular and well-reported 
abuses that threaten Yellowstone are not the 
only problem. Wherever mechanized hu- 
manity has touched it, the Park is a mess. The 
dumps exist for variou s reasons, not the least 
being the $50,000 it can cost to clean up just 
one. They must go, however; to see acres of 
land Inside the Park chewed up to make 
space for wreckage is intolerable. Perhaps it 
would help if more people knew the dumps 
existed. It seems unlikely that they would 
exist at all had they not been so well hidden. 

As for the garbage animals, they will be 
with us for as long as two and a half million 
motorized tourists continue to inflict their 
presence on Yellowstone. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO; Write to Super- 
intendent Barbee; remind him that in 
many places his park is filthy. Mention 
your favorite Yellowstone gripe: the Bison 
slaughter, the continued existence of the 
Fishing Bridge campground, foot-drag- 
ging on Gray Wolf reintroduction ... the 
dumps. 

*Supt. Robert Barbee, Yellowstone NP, WY 
82190 


thropy undertakes, Coyotelike, to bring back 
some balance and ecological humility to our 
self-infatuated species. Humility often re- 
quires a little flagellation, the times require 
humility, and such is the effect of misan- 
thropy. 

I'm aware, of course, that our society 
doesn't represent all humanity. But the fact 
is most of the world now mimics our disso- 
lute ways. Only truly primal cultures like the 
Mbuti and Penan have any claim to ecologi- 
cal wisdom, and these are usually frowned 
upon by humanists as backward, brutish and 
bereft of the light of social progress. By 
necessity I speak to my woeful fellow citi- 
zens, and in that context, misanthropy is 
common sense. 

Second, misanthropy strikes a chord. 
People are tired of hearing about 
humankind's marvelous achievements and 
of what Thoreau calls "man-worship." I've 
talked to hundreds of people over the last 
year and audiences light up when I point out 
that there isn't one scrap of evidence that 
Homo sapiens is superior or special or even 
more interesting than, say, lichen. Some 
people, mired in ancient insecurities, don't 
like being likened to lichen, but most, espe- 
cially the young, find the idea invigorating. 
It has the added advantage of being true. 

Third, seeking real solutions to the 
environmental crisis necessitates challeng- 
ing dogmas near and dear to the hearts of 
humanists, namely economic and popula- 
tion growth. A radical environmental move- 
ment that dobsn't confront these issues be- 
lies its name. Someone has to declare the 
obvious need to decrease human population, 
demedicalize society, remove cultural arti- 
facts such as dams, expand wilderness, pro- 
tect and reintroduce species even at the cost 
of jobs. 

Predictably, it hasn't been humanists. 

Although none of us has the solution to 
the biological meltdown our planet is under- 
going, Earth Firsti’s role has always been to 
expand the universe of thinkable thoughts, 
to introduce an environmental discourse 
beyond innocuous cliches about recycling, 
energy conservation, and appropriate tech- 
nology. To do so one runs the risk of saying 
something stupid, of offending people, even 
nice people who probably have enough 
problems as it is. It opens one up to charges 
of hypocrisy by ideologues, as if the universe 
were really interested in my moral status. But 
that's a risk that misanthropes must take if 
our culture is ever to be transfigured into 
some less lethal form. History suggests it 
probably won't, but thank humanists for 
that, not misanthropes, not us happy, happy 
few. 

Finally, I see misanthropy in the grand 
tradition of Heraclitus, Diogenes, Swift, 
Thoreau, and,Abbey — thinkers whose dis- 
dain for human narcissism intimated a 
richer, nobler, humbler wayoflife. Paradoxi- 
cally, when human concerns are put first, 
humans suffer in the end through ecological 
decline. In contrast, by putting the Earth 
first, by emphasizing the nonhuman, we 
have the prospect of creating a society with 
the optimum amount of real freedom and 
dignity possible for Homo sapiens in this 
contingent world of ours, this world of limi- 
tations. 

Misanthropy is a recognition that there 
are limits to human existence — ■ that hu- 
mans bumble and cheat, are self-deluded 
mammals, power hungry and erring by incli- 
nation, and therefore should not presume to 
disturb the fearful beauty of this planet. 
There are more remarkable things in heaven 
and Earth than are dreamt of in humanist 
philosophy. 

I imagine the first real philosopher lived 
in Sumeria, that foolhardy empire that be- 
gan the doomed parade of civilization. 
Looking out of his stuffy, urban flat, he saw 
serfs working in the fields, slaves building 
extravagant monuments to some boorish 
king, bronze-helmeted warriors selling plun- 
der in the crowded streets to greedy mer- 
chants, shrewd priests in white robes eyeing 
the wives of the faithful while proclaiming 
the splendors of Ur. What utter nonsense, he 
must have said, shaking his head. He went 
out and told people to go back to their 
nomadic way of life. He was probably 
laughed at or hanged, and Sumeria slowly 
slipped into the desert sands. 

That man, 1 assure you, was misan- 
thrope. 

Christopher Manes has been writing pro- 
vocative essays for the Journal almost since its 
beginning but he is best known now for his 
highly acclaimed book Green Rage. 



“La paix ’ C Honori Daumier, 1871 


cosmological views of Homo sapiens and helium 


Trillions 

The right to breed and consume with- 
out restriction is not universally accepted 
among human cultures. In most societies 
sophisticated ways evolved that kept popula- 
tions to sustainable sizes, and left space for 
the rest of nature. Other human societies 
that ignored local ecosystem constraints ei- 
ther perished or moved out to take over the 
lands of other peoples. The latter practice 
was typical of Greek and Roman cultures, 
which engaged in endless wars and struggles 
to expand their tenitories, instead of limit- 
ing population/consumption. Today, accep- 
tance of the "basic right" to breed and con- 
sume without restriction is still deep in our 
psyche, so that many people are horrified at 
the cries of ecologists and environmentalists 
who claim we must reduce our consump- 
tion/population or perish. 

Humanity already consumes close to 
half the food available for all animal life on 
the planet each year.* At present, the human 
population is increasing by about 2 per cent 
per annum, close to 1 00 million more people 
every year. Human consumption of energy 
and other resources, with its concomitant 
destruction and pollution of air, water and 
soil, is increasing even faster. If these rates of 
increase were to continue, human popula- 
tion would double by 2030 and energy/re- 
source use would at least triple. Some demog- 
raphers continue the figures, estimating 20 
billion people some time in the 2080s. 

This scenario will not happen. It cannot 
happen. There simply is not enough air, 
water and soil to feed, cloth, house and 
transport all these people with such energy 
expensive patterns of living. Unless we re- 
duce our consumption of resources and our 
population, we will destroy the global eco- 
system and ourselves within an evolutionary 
blink of an eye. The demise of the human 
species is a pathetic indictment of the science 
that has given us the ability to live so far 
beyond our means. 

There is, however, a way we can have 
large human populations, even trillions of 
humans; the solution is to spread ourselves 
out through time. If we can shrink our 
population and consumption, working to- 
ward halving our size and consumption 
every generation or so, retreating from frag- 
ile ecosystems and letting nature's healing 
ways take control, within ten generations 
our population would be back to the level 
where it was for the vast majority of human 
history, less than 10 million. 

At that level, 50 million people would 
live and die each century; 5 billion, the 
current human population, every 10,000 
years. Assuming we weren't wiped out by a 
meteoric climate change, or by some other 
acquisitive species, the human population 
could conceivably continue for millions of 
years. 

The average life fora mammal species is 
about 5 million years. As Homo sapiens is less 
than 200,000 years old, we could expect to 
survive another 4.8 million years. In those 
4.8 million years, some 2400 billion [2.4 
trillion] people could live. If we were to 
prove intelligent enough to not blow our- 


selves up for four million years, we might 
even be able to continue until the sun bums 
up all its hydrogen and expands out as a red 
giant swallowing up the inner planets, now 
expected in about 5 billion years. In that time 
millions of billions of humans could live and 
die; trillions of people, celebrating the Earth 
and leaving space for the rest of nature to 
blossom and wither away in its own time. 
Surely going for endurance rather than one 
short spurt is an argument that every com- 
mitted humanitarian should take up with 
gusto. 

— Patrick Anderson, Rainforest Infor- 
mation Centre & Greenpeace 
“ed. note: More specifically, scientists say we 
consume, divert, or waste 40% of global net 
terrestrial photosynthetic productivity. 


Think 


Galactically, 

Act Terrestrially 

Affinities and loyalties are at the basis of 
all communities. For our species, these 
cohesive forces have produced societies of 
great endurance and beauty. Beyond organic 
life, patterns of affinity can be found from 
the sub-atomic to the macro forces of the 
universe. We can align ourselves with the 
patterns of our own galaxy by reflecting on 
the marvelous affinity of helium. 

Helium (He) is the second most com- 
mon element in the universe, and is classi- 
fied as one of the noble gases. It will only 
form loose associations with other elements, 
defined more by proximity than anything 
more enduring. For instance, it can be made 
to permeate a block of steel but refuses to 
form chemical bonds with other elements. 
Helium isn't interested in chemistry or biol- 
ogy. It is difficult to make He become a 
liquid, and impossible to get it to take on a 
crystalline state (become solid). 

When cooled to within a fraction of a 
degree of absolute zero (minus 273 degrees 
Celsius, the temperature at which the vibra- 
tion of atoms against each other ceases), 
helium will reluctantly form a liquid. Left to 
its own devices, though, it is likely to crawl 
away or flow across a table. 

Strangely, if liquid helium is contained 
in a vessel it will rotate slowly, one oblique 
revolution in 24 hours. When this was first 
observed, it appeared to contradict the la w of 
the conservation of energy, the Newtonian 
law that states that an object will stay sta- 
tionary until acted upon by another force. 
But helium was staying stationary to some- 
thing. Its alliance was not to this Earth, or the 
solar system, but to the galaxy. Liquid he- 
lium aligns itself with the axis of our galaxy, 
staying stationary in relation to that axis 
even when held in a vessel on the Earth 
which is spinning on its own axis and revolv- 
ing around the sun, one of the 100 billion 
stars of the Milky Way Galaxy. 

Broadening our loyalties, connecting 
with the great patterns of the universe, we 
dance again among the stars with helium 
and the inherent order of our galaxy. 

— Patrick Anderson 
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An Open Letter to Earth Firstlers 


from Bill Devall 

J Arne Naess recently reminded me that 
I the environmental movement has a thou- 
sand fronts. It is a dynamic, growing and 
vital movement. I am also reminded of a 
saying by American Indians: Never criticize 
a person unless you have walked in her 
moccasins. 

Healthy reevaluation is useful, how- 
ever. Schisms may be healthy for the move- 
ment. When Dave Brower was constrained 
by the Sierra Club in the late 1960s over the 
issue of globalizing the environmental 
movement, he formed a new group. Friends 
of the Earth. 

In 1990 several activist social move- 
ments are discussing the wisdom of pursuing 
broader agendas. ACT UP (AIDS Coalition To 
Unleash Power) in San Francisco, for ex- 
ample, has recently been paralyzed by differ- 
ences between two factions in this self-pro- 
claimed "radical" group. One faction wants 
to pursue a broad social agenda of fighting 
racism, sexism and homophobia. The other 
action faction wants to deal specifically with 
AIDS, attempting to secure better treatment 
for AIDS victims and pressuring public agen- 
cies for more rapid testing of promising 
drugs. 

ACT UP also is divided over group proc- 
ess. One faction wants to use the consensus 
process; the other wants to make decisions 
by two-thirds majority. 

Such process and substance issues are 
found in many Earth First! gatherings. As a 
teacher of critical reasoning I suggest it 
might help to distinguish different aspects of 
the broader environmental movement. I 
suggest a distinction between vanguard ecol- 
ogy movements and radical movements. 

I like the word 'radical'. I consider 
myself a radical ecologist in the original 
sense of the word, getting back to the roots, 
to a sense of place. However, "radical” as 
used by some Earth Firstlers has a very differ- 
ent meaning — a conventional meaning, as 
in such slogans as "smash the state" and 
"take radical action." 

To distinguish between current mean- 
ings of radical ecology and vanguard ecol- 
ogy, I find useful the concepts of deep time, 
intent, and sense of place. 

Deen time refers to long time frames. 
Recognizing deep time, we can think of our 
actions in terms of billions of years, as in the 
four billion years scientists suggest life has 
been evolving on Earth; or in millions of 
years, as in the sixty-five million years since 
the last major extinction episode on Earth, at 
the end of the age of dinosaurs; or in thou- 
sands of years, as in the ten thousand years 
since the rise of agriculture and civilization. 
Usually, however, we think of our impacts in 
terms of centuries or decades, at most, while 
our personal plans are made weekly or 
hourly. The consequences of our actions 
interpenetrate across time, yet activists often 
seem caught up in the next action without 
placing that action in the context of deeper 
time frames. 

Intent to me has to do with spiritual 
awakening and clarity of purpose. If our 
intent is to stop a logger from cutting down 
a tree, then the action may seem senseless to 
the logger, or to any observer, unless we place 
that intent in a larger context: We may try to 
show that our aim is to help protect evolu- 
tionary processes for deep time, for thou- 
sands of years, by attempting to prevent 
death by chainsaw of this particular tree. 

If our intent is spiritual awareness of 
that which is beyond scientific understand- 
ing, then the act of protesting is a manifesta- 
tion of our inner work. Exploring political 
action in the context of our search for mean- 
ing brings participants into a relationship 
with death as well as life. 

Cecelia Os trow in her musical perform- 
ances and essays describes how she came to 
the realization of egoless action, of being a 
healer in a world of pain, when she worked 
with dying patients. “My experiences with 
dying people are helping me to transmute 
my despair as I consider what is happening to 
the Earth. Death seems to be a changing 
point along a much wider road of the soul 
than I had been able to believe in before. 
Surely it is not something to be feared.... But 
what could ‘death as transformation' mean 
for a species, or an ecosystem, or a planet?" 

Sense of place means both sense of the 
place within which we dwell, as in our bl- 
oregion or watershed, and sense of the well 
being of the place that is a part of me as my 
broad and deep Self. Without a sense of 
place, political action is based on abstract 
ideology or on the desire for power over 
somebody rather than power within one's 
broad and deep Self. Without sense of place, 
energy is scattered. 

During Redwood Summer in Northern 
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California I felt that some participants had 
no sense of place. They had come to "help 
the redwoods" but were bringing ideology 
inappropriate to the action. Some of the 
activists were speaking a different language 
than that which we have developed over the 
past quarter century to refer to the Klamath- 
Siskiyou Bioregion. 

With the above concepts in mind, I will 
attempt a tentative distinction between 
vanguard ecology and radical ecology. 

Vanguard ecology agrees with the slo- 
gan of the European Greens — we are neither 
left nor right, we are in front. Old leftist 
slogans as well as rightist doctrines of "free 
markets" and "deregulation" are outmoded 
in the face of the environmental crisis. 

Vanguard ecology is visionary rather 
than destructive, proactive rather than reac- 
tive, positive rather than negative. It unifies 
spiritual awakening and the new science 
espoused by Fritjof Capra, Brian Swimme 
and the chaos theorists. It is concerned with 
deep questions rather than merely tactical 
political questions. 

Vanguard ecology presents alternatives 
to the status quo, asks people to take risks, 
and is concerned both with personal growth 
into psychological maturity and with the 
health of the planet. Vanguard ecology is 
multi-cultural, based on ecocentric philoso- 
phy, non-sexist and grounded in experience 
i rather than only in abstract ideology. 

I Radical ecology tends to rely on old 
/anarchist and leftist analyses of social class 
/relationships. While radical ecologists are 
critical of corporations and industrialism, 
they seldom espouse ecocentric philosophy. 
Judi Bari, for example, who is attempting to 
unify some segment of timber workers and 
progressive environmentalists, seems un- 
I aware of all the post-Marxist literature which 
suggests that the allies of environmentalists 
I will not be employees in the “rust industries" 
\ such as steel and automobiles, nor in the 
> extractive industries such as mining, ranch- 
ling, and logging. 

Workers in these industries are steeped 
in the ideology of paternalistic capitalism. 
They have sold themselves to the natural 
resources state which Christopher Manes so 
brilliantly describes in his book Green Rage. 
Vanguard environmentalists don’t have the 
money to ransom these workers from their 
Jobs and don’t have a culture that appeals to 
them. 

In Humboldt County, California, for 
example, timber workers stereotype Earth 
Firstlers as hippies, welfare recipients and 
drug users. The culture clash between work- 
ers and environmentalists is well docu- 
mented in the literature of 1980s social activ- 
ism. 

A new culture of Earth caring will be 
much different from the "working class cul- 
ture" which dominates old style leftist litera- 


ture. The new culture, as Fritjof Capra sug- 
gests in The Turning Point, is a healing one. 
Instead of taking from the land, participants 
in the new culture give themselves to the 
land. Some extractive industry workers may 
be converted to the new culture but most 
probably will not. 

The allies of vanguard environmental- 
ists are found among the "new classes" of 
urbanites and workers in white collar Jobs, 
communications, education and service 
industries. It is unrealistic to expect any 
revolutionary alliance between highly edu- 
cated environmentalists and most people in 
the traditional working class. 

Blue collar workers violently opposed 
college students protesting the war in Viet- 
nam. Blue collar workers saw the Vietnam 
I War as an economic opportunity, and they 
stereotyped anti-war protesters as un-Ameri- 
Ican elitists. Timber workers and their wives \ 
protesting against Redwood Summer activ- 1 
ists in 1990 used the same slogans as blue 
collar workers In counter protests in the 
1960s — America: love it or leave it. 

Several examples of vanguard ecology 
will illustrate directions the movement may 
take during the 1990s. 

The Nuclear Guardianship Project for 
the responsible care of nuclear wastes, initi- 
ated by Joanne Macy and others, encourages 
both individual spiritual development and 
work based on scientific information about 
nuclear waste. It is founded on the premise 
that the US government has no clear concept 
of what nuclear waste really is. "The lack of 
realism evident in government and corpo- 
rate planning stems from an outmoded and 
inadequate epistemology or way of think- 
ing." 

In the guardianship project, people will 
make pilgrimages to nuclear waste sites as 
"sacred sites." Some people may devote their 
whole lives to the Job of guardian. Nuclear 
guardians will assume responsibilities based 
on their training in technical and scientific 
aspects of nuclear waste containment and 
their willingness to expose themselves to the 
hazards of nuclear wastes. (This project does 
not represent an approval of nuclear power 
or bombs. To the contrary, it serves both to 
remind us of the folly of nuclear technology 
and to see that the waste Is not further spread 
throughout the biosphere. The waste will be 
encapsulated above ground where it can be 
monitored. See Joanne Macy's article in EF!, 
8-89.) 

The world endangered ecosystem map- 
ping project (WILD, Wilderness Is the Last 
Dream), initiated by Western Canada Wil- 
derness Committee (WCWQ, gives a global 
perspective to the wilderness conservation 
movement. WCWC plans to map all the 
endangered ecosystems of the Earth, using 
sophisticated data from NASA and other 
sources to identify specific threats to these 


ecosystems. After identifying the specific 
agencies and corporations that threaten 
these ecosystems, strategies can be devel- 
oped to stop them. (See WILD conference 
report in 8-90 issue.) 

Rainforest Action Network (RAN) has 
targeted the World Bank and the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund to stop these agencies 
from funding projects that destroy tropical 
rainforests (see foil page ad In New York 
Times, 10-15-90). RAN, the Rainforest Infor- 
mation Centre, and Sahabat Alam Malaysia 
(Friends of the Earth Malaysia) along with 
numerous other Third World NGOs (non- 
governmental organizations) — all of which 
are part of the World Rainforest Movement 
— are pressuring the World Bank to amend 
its charter to require protection of ecosys- 
tems and native peoples with any loan pro- 
vided by the Bank. (Similar campaigns are 
targeting the Inter-American Development 
Bank, African Development Bank, and Asian 
Development Bank.) 

The Sacred Lands Project, coordinated 
by Roberta and Jim Swan, is a five year effort 
to identify threatened sacred areas, mobilize 
awareness of the threats, and develop an 
international political agenda to protect 
sacred spaces. A symposium held at Mesa 
Verde National Park in September 1990 in- 
vestigated how recognition of the sacred 
values of place enables people to live in 
harmony with nature. 

At the conclusion of the symposium, 
participants endorsed a statement drafted by 
Hopi elders that the "Four Comers" area of 
the American Southwest is a world spiritual 
refuge and that uranium and coal mining 
should cease until humans develop ecoso- 
phy — earth wisdom. An international 
Sacred Lands Project conference will be held 
in Washington, DC, In 1992. 

The Ecostery Project, developed by Alan 
Drengson, revives an ancient social form — 
the monastery — and links it to contempo- 
rary ecological reserves. The project will 
promote creation of ecosteries all over North 
America to act as catalysts in the cultural 
change toward ecologically wise practices. 

Alan Drengson is the editor of The Trum- 
peter and one of the major voices of deep 
ecology in North America. He suggests that 
ecosteries will be cared for by guardians, 
caretakers, and ecomonks [ed. rhetorical ques- 
tion: Can eco-guerrillas be eco-monks7\ who 
help others learn the ways of nature. Nonvi- 
olence, multi -culturalism, and deep ecology 
are the "ultimate norms" of the ecostery 


movement. 

All these projects are multifaceted, posi- 
tive, creative, and based on principles of deep 
ecology. All unite the day to day needs of 
people with spiritual growth and biospheric 
protection. These projects may help trans- 
form culture without overt political opposi- 
tion to the natural resources state and its 
forces of domination and political repres- 
sion. 

The natural resources state is using 
police powers to Inhibit Earth First! activities 
and many kinds ofpolitical demonstrations. 
Unless we realize this and expose the lies and 
disinformation campaigns of the various 
industries and US government agencies, the 
tactics favored by many EF! activists during 
the past decade will be ineffective. Now is 
the time for change. 

How does the Earth First! movement fit 


into the changing face of vanguard ecology? 
Let the participants decide. 

For information on the^ 

[lowing: 

isteiy Foundation, Alan Drengson, PO Box S8S3, Sta- 
„i B, Victoria, BC Canada V8R 6S8 
acred Lands Project, Institute for the Study of Natural 
Systems, POB 637, Mill Valley, CA 94942 
•Western Canada Wilderness Committee, 20 Water St, 
Vancouver, BC Canada V6B 1A4 

•Rainforest Action Network, 301 Broadway, San Francisco, 
CA 94133 

‘Rainforest Information Centre, PO Box 368, Usmore, NSW 
2480, AUSTRALIA 

‘Sahabat Alam Malaysia, Chee Yoke ling, 43 Salween Ri, 
100S0 Pulao Penang, MALAYSIA / 

•Cecelia Os trow, POB 77S. White Salmon. _WA 98672 j 




A WHEEL FOR TOXIC MAN 


by Daniel Dancer 

It looked like Iwo JLma. Lethal yellow 
had decimated most of the coconut palms 
and their toothpick like trunks pierced the 
sky giving the area the ambience of a war 
zone. But at least there were no tourists — 
the reason I had driven so far from the 
crowded beaches of Cancun. I turned off the 
rutted road onto an overgrown track. My 
rental car scraped the center as I edged along 
toward the ocean and entered the vine 
choked desolation of a small abandoned 
coconut ranch. I parked in the shade under 
a cluster of Malaysian palms, a variety im- 
mune to the lethal yellowing disease that has 
devastated so many Mexican beaches. After 
finding an old cistern with a foot or so of 
rainwater I decided to call the place home for 
a few days. Hot and dusty, I headed to the 
beach for a swim. Not a soul as far as I could 
see in either direction — this was perfect! 
Relieved that there were still places like this 
left on the Caribbean, I closed my eyes in 
silent appreciation. 

Miles of Plastic 

After a few moments of bliss I noticed 
the plastic. Tons of it. Miles and miles of it 
in strewn thickly along the shore. I walked 
up the beach in distress; there was no end to 
it. My first reaction was to leave and head 
north back toward Cancun. Although full of 
tourists, at least those beaches were relatively 
clean. I had a difficult choice there in the late 
afternoon sun on my violated idyllic beach. 
What would it be — tourists or garbage? 

I had come to Mexico on a mission for 
Lighthawk, "the wings of conservation." As 
an aerial photographer I would help map two 
of the newest and largest biosphere reserves 
in Central America — Calakmul and Sian 
Ka’an. I had a few days to kill before the 
Cesna arrived and had decided to explore 
Sian Ka'an, a place I had assumed would be 
wild and clean. I should have known better. 
After all it was Mexico, a country notorious 
for casual methods of garbage “disposal." 
This attitude, combined with strong Carib- 
bean currents that wash ocean dumped trash 
onto the shorelines, had polluted the beach. 
It would be easy to react to the repulsion I was 
feeling by returning to Cancun (whose 
beaches are groomed and cleaned by Mexi- 
cans earning minimum wage) and thus es- 
cape into the illusion that "all is ok with the 
Earth." But then, the wilderness value of this 
place did seem to be intact so perhaps I had 
found it for a reason. 

I opted for the garbage and moments 
later nearly tripped over a dolphin skull half 
buried in the sand. Now this was a find. To 
one who cherishes the perfect architectural 
grace of an animal skull as one of nature’s 
highest artforms, this was a real gift. I had 
collected many skulls from peregrinations 
through wild domains but not the dolphin. 
In the luck of this find, I knew I had made the 
right choice ... and that I had work to do. 

Partly a way to transform feelings of 
environmental despair and partly in the 
simple belief that art, prayer and ritual can 
make a difference, I had sometimes created 
on-site healing sculptures and left them to 
the elements. It was time for another. A kind 
of spontaneous Earth art, these works have 
been a way of appealing to the higher powers 
for healing. They have been a way of con- 
necting with the wild sacred heart of an 
endangered piece of the planet and asking 
forgiveness for the mindless abuse that had 
happened there. 

The Healing Wheel 

I came upon a half coiled piece of an- 
chor rope that suggested a design. I would 
build a healing circle, a medicine wheel. To 
Native Americans, the medicine wheel was a 
way of connecting with the cosmos, a place 
of prayer and ritual — in a sense, their 
church. They divided the wheel in quarters, 
each section representing one of the four 
directions, and designated by a color, an 
element and an aspect. White was north, 
yellow east, red south and black west. In my 
wheel, the colors of the four directions 
would be formed from the multl-hued gar- 
bage — symbolic of these toxic times and our 
separation from nature. In essence, the 
wheel would be a prayer to end the gross 
consumption of our throw away society. 

On a raised piece of beach, I made a 
hoop with the rope and gathered coconuts 
that had washed up on the shore to divide 
the circle into four quarters. I found an old 
bucket and laundry basket and began gather- 
ing my color. White and yellow were every- 
where in styrofoam, oil and detergent con- 
tainers, six pack rings, nylon netting, old 
toys, urine samples, you name it. These 
items quickly filled their respective north 
and east sections. Black and red were not 
ubiquitous but by sunset I had enough. More 
than once, while collecting this waste, I felt 


my legs and arms burning from foreign sub- 
stances that spilled upon my skin. I went to 
the sea's edge and wiped off oil, clorox and 
who knows what else. I thought of how we 
are all 90% salt water and felt bodily a con- 
cept that until then had been mostly intel- 
lectual — the Gaia principle. We and the 
Earth are one body. There is no separation. 

I unrolled my bag beside the shaft of a 
dead palm near the wheel. As I settled down 
for the night my eyes naturally followed the 
narrow trunk's procession heavenward into 
that refreshing magnificent thicket of stars 
that always greets one, in remote areas, like 
an old friend. Arrowlike, it pointed to the 
Pleiades. Dead center above me, I stared at 
this nebula which figures strongly in dol- 
phin mythology and picked out 5 stars not 
normally visible. I thought of the many 
thousands of miles of driftnets that were 
strip mining our oceans at that moment and 
needlessly ending the lives of dolphins. 
Certainly this beach, and perhaps my wheel, 
contained garbage tossed from boats in- 
volved in this horrific "fishing." I fell asleep 
and dreamt of powerful teams of dolphins 
towing nets full of garbage to entrap greedy 
fishing vessels. 

I completed the wheel by sunrise the 
next morning. In a weird, apocalyptic sort of 
way, I thought it beautiful. Facing west, at 
the circle's edge, was a sun baked starfish 
shot full of bullet holes. The dolphin skull 
lay on the east-west meridian facing the 
ocean and the morning sun. Two red flags on 
a bamboo pole, the old tattered marker for 
some fisherman's diving site perhaps, flew at 
the eastern point in front of the dolphin. On 
top of the pole, presiding over the healing 
wheel, was the smiling plastic head of a baby 
doll, representing our newest generation, the 
inheritors of our success or failure in healing 


the toxic planet we have wrought. The 
vigorous green shoots of a sprouting coconut 
rose hopefully from the wheel’s center repre- 
senting the rebirth of our reverence for na- 
ture and capability to restore the ecosystems 
we have nearly destroyed. 

The various kinds of plastic crap that 
colored the wheel seemed to sum up indus- 
trial society. All our addictions were present 
— vanity, oil, gluttony, and power over 
nature, to name a few. Some items stood out 
with particular irony, like Baygon bug killer, 
Tropical Trade Winds air freshener and Natu- 
ral Brilliance hair conditioner. 

Where The Sky Is Bom 

Sporadically, I circled the medicine 
wheel focusing the energy of my intent in an 
appeal to the higher powers of Earth and 
humankind. It is time for us to clean up our 
act. We need help — quickly please! In my 
own awkward fashion, I felt akin to the ghost 
dancers at the end of the 19th century who 
danced a secret dance in a desperate attempt 
to rid the land of the white man's disease — 
to dream back the buffalo and sing back the 
swan. And who knows, perhaps it would 
have worked had the leaders of that move- 
ment not all been exterminated by our gov- 
ernment armies. 

Who can gauge the cumulative effect of 
such healing works left to the elements in 


ancientway of art, a form of eco-shamanism 
and a way of relating to the sacred that is 
blossoming anew from the hearts of frus- 
trated tree huggers like myself. I recall the 
words of Sister Merriam, "We must not only 
ask what we can do to change the world but 
ask as well what we can do to bless it. In this 
combination of reverence and action, real 
change can occur." Her words hold a key in 
passing through these difficult times. 

I took a few final photographs of the 
wheel at sunrise the next morning. Lazy 
squalls traced their contents over the sea as 
the steadily blowing tradewinds carried 
them inland toward me. As if in answer to 
my efforts a small, bold rainbow descended 
from the sky, northward up Cancun way, the 
only one I would see during my three weeks 
in Mexico. White, air, wisdom — the Native 
American properties of the north renewed 
my hope. Later that day I learned the trans- 
lation of the Mayan word, Sian Ka'an. It 
meant, where the sky is bom. 

Daniel Dancer is a photo-journalist and 
artist who works with environmental groups 
such as the Ancient Forest Rescue Expedition and 
Interspecies Communication. He is presently 
preparing Sacred Ground — Sacred Sky, a book 
about the role of Earth art and sacred ground in 
planetary restoration. 



Biophilia And A Generation Of Change 


by Neil S. Andre 

I was not surprised to read in the No- 
vember 1989 edition of Earth First! an article 
by Leslie Lyon purporting that revolution 
can begin with the young. This concept has 
a long history. When things are going wrong 
in society, we tend to place the burden on our 
children whom we assume will be more 
educated and aware than the current genera- 
tion. Though there is sometimes truth in 
this, placing our hope on our children to 
make sweeping changes needed to save the 
Earth is an "iffy" proposition at best, for 
several reasons. 

First, if you consider the age group the 
author is discussing, and assume that these 
children will become activists by age 21, we 
have another 10 years of environmental 
degradation before the young revolutionar- 
ies are ready to take over. Even if we can wait 
10 years, it is doubtful that all the children 
we address now will help foment a revolu- 
tion upon achieving majority age. This is 
especially true if the workshops are not done 
on a regular ongoing basis, which is nor- 
mally necessary to instill a concept in a 
child’s psyche. 

Second, the premise rests on the as- 
sumption that our next generation will be 
more educated and ecologically aware than 
our current one. With the emerging facts 
showing that education of youngsters is 
actually declining in the United States, one 
must question how this new generation will 
meet the multiplicity of Earth threatening 
challenges it will face. More and more high 
school graduates are coming out of school ill 
prepared to write and read, much less take on 
the challenges our deteriorating environ- 
ment demands. This assertion is supported 
by the fact that more and more large corpo- 
rations are providing evening remedial edu- 
cation for their workers to at least assure they 
can read and write. Moreover, subjects like 
reading and writing are taught on a regular 
basis, whereas caring for the Earth is not. 

Third, even if our education system 
were adequate to properly educate our young 
(except for the poor and disenfranchised), 
including in the area of taking care of the 
Earth, we might not benefit much. I believe, 
from experience, that education is not 
enough to cause the overwhelming change 
In the behavior, actions, and values of Homo 
sapiens necessary to bring about this revolu- 
tion. 

Education is definitely necessary, for 
one cannot contemplate how to create 
change if one doesn't realize change is 
needed; but, alone, it is not enough. Educa- 
tion, which was seen as a cure-all for societal 
ills at one time, has shown itself over and 
over not to be the sole answer. Doctors know 
the consequences of addictive drugs, yet we 
hear of doctors who succumb to drug addic- 
tion. Smokers like myself know about the 


harmful effects of smoking, yet millions of us 
continue to smoke. Knowing something and 
acting upon it are entirely different. 

Ms. Kirkwood, director of three day care 
centers, says, "a child's basic beliefs, phobias, 
behavioral patterns and values are developed 
during its formative years — well before 
fourth and fifth grade. " This is not to say that 
children (or adults) cannot change their atti- 
tudes and beliefs at a later age; but the older 
a person is, the more difficult such change is. 
Further complicating this situation, if a child 
is subject to a workshop or two on the state 
of the world, and then goes home where 
parents debunk this information, unless the 
presenter has a strong relationship with the 
child, It will continue to identify with the 
values of the parent(s). 

Are we then destined to having genera- 
tion after generation commit the same self- 
ish abuse of the Earth until even our own 
species becomes extinct? With many scien- 
tists like Jacques Cousteau saying we are on a 
collision course with annihilation, it seems a 
distinct possibility that things have gone too 
far for us to turn back the clock. To do so 
would take almost immediate action on a 
global scale, with everyone working coopera- 
tively to save the planet. Even that might not 
be enough. 

Despite this gloomy outlook, I see a 
glimmer of hope. Using education positively 
as a beginning, we can move from educating 
children and adults to arousing in them a 
sense of biophilia. Biophilia (originally 
coined by renowned biologist E.O. Wilson) 
is, according to Edward C. Wolfe, a lot like 
falling in love. If we can actually begin a 
process that teaches our species to fall in love 
with nature, there is hop>e. When people are 
aroused, and when they genuinely love 
something, they act to protect it. Rather 
. than shock our children with what is hap- 
pening in the world, we need to provide 
them with activities to promote a strong 
feeling of biophilia. Whereas shock tech- 
niques generally desensitize a person against 
such horror or force them to block out the 
tragic data psychologically (something 
Homo sapiens are masters at), biophilia 
arouses a person's feeling of love to the point 
where they can hardly help but act. 

In my work with indigent children for 
18 years 1 have stressed biophilia and it is 
beginning to show. Our group, Dolphin 
Defenders, recycles (thereby, according to 
Coalition for the Environment figures, in 
just 6 months saving the equivalent in en- 
ergy of 100 gallons of gas, not counting 
bottles); gives two yearly awards to adults 
who support the Earth; passed out over 400 
flyers calling for a tuna boycott until the 
dolphin kill ends; adopted a Mexican Wolf 
for $100; plants trees to slow global warm- 
ing- turned down an opportunity to buy an 
aquarium and have live fish, in order to 
spend the money directly on helping ani- 


mals; paid for their own Audubon Adven- 
tures education series and helped pay for 
another classroom, and so on. Dolphin 
Defenders has received many letters of 
commendation from recognized ecological 
groups and individuals, including Bob 
Yourko of Missouri Earth First!, St. Louis 
Mayor Schomhel (for one of our cleanups), 
Missouri State Senator Wayne Goode, US 
Representative William Clay, and US Senator 
John Danforth (R-MO). These commenda- 
tions show what biophilia can accomplish 
with both children and adults. When the 
children receive commendations, which I 
frame for their Dolphin Room, they work 
even harder. Adults who have seen these 
children in action save recyclables for us. 
The group established a wildlife habitat on a 
donated acre of undeveloped land. The 
children like going to our habitat to observe 
the wildlife. It is now an official Backyard 
Wildlife Habitat listed with the National 
Wildlife Federation. 

I use no lectures whatsoever. I teach by 
playing games related to the concept I wish 
to teach, and then follow it with a comment 
or with questions. If the games are fun the 
children seldom forget what I taught them. 
The walls are decorated with posters and 
commendations. I give the children lifetime 
membership cards (with an animal on the 
back), as I do with adults who help us, and 
register them in our membership book. I give 
them Dolphin Defender letterhead, take 
pictures of their projects for them to keep, 
have them choose animal names to call each 
other, and have a science table with things 
like Opossum teeth, a Red Fox tail, feathers, 
and other animal remnants we find. The 
group voted to walk anywhere 5 miles or 
under in order to save fossil fuels. The group 
meets every Friday after school, and often 
talks me into extra meetings. 

How do I reward the group to further 
instill this sense of biophilia? To a great 
degree, the experiences themselves are re- 
warding. Still it helps to reward behavior we 
wish to encourage (as long as we understand 
the difference between a bribe and a reward). 
The most exciting rewards I have found for 
the children are pictures of animals from 
magazines. They hang them on their walls at 
home. They want to be close to nature, 
which is difficult In the inner city; pictures 
help fill the void. 

In conclusion, you can try to radicalize 
children with shock and dismay for a future 
revolution, or you can help instill children 
(and other adults) with sense of biophilia 
that will arouse within them a passion to 
protect nature. 1 will remain with biophilia 
because I have seen the tremendous results it 
can achieve. 
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EF! and the FBI 

A Strained Relationship 


Ecology has. been called a subversive 
science by ecologists for some time because 
an ecological perspective necessarily under- 
mines the atomistic paradigm of dominant 
science and the "science” of domination. 
Living from the perspective of ecology, 
making it a basis for action, has been the goal 
of Earth First! since its inception. It now 
seems the FBI has decided ecology and its 
proponents are indeed subversive and wor- 
thy of the sort of official attention once 
visited on the American Indian Movement, 
Black Panthers and SDS. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation has 
a long history of trying to stomp out move- 
ments opposing various forms of exploita- 
tion and domination essential to the existing 
social order. From the Palmer raids after 
World War I down to the sabotage, disinfor- 
mation, intimidation, framing, jailing and 
even murder in the 1960s and 1970s, the FBI 
has not hesitated to use any means to check 
the effectiveness of such movements. 

The effectiveness of EF! is not the only 
reason the FBI is after us. Like all bureaucra- 
cies the FBI must constantly seek to justify 
their wretched existence. To do so they must 
identify or create threats to law and order 
that serve in turn to justify their continued 
funding. The decline of the Soviet Union as 
an enemy no doubt has them in a real panic, 
as it does defense contractors. 

Make no. mistake: the FBI is obsessive 
and has enormous resources at its disposal. 
They have a long history of illegal activity. 
They have a great deal of experience at ex- 
ploiting any weakness. They are not to be 
reasoned with or won over. They are part of 
the machine. Like a big bulldozer, they may 
not be very bright or articulate but they can 
run you over dead. Whatever they leam 
from any of us they can and will use to hurt 
us. They are unprincipled. It is a mistake to 
consider them just misguided bozos, or to 
confuse them with the local yokels often 
encountered during civil disobedience and 
other actions. 

Even a group as decentralized as EF! can 
be victimized; witness current happenings in 
Arizona, Montana and northern California. 
It is important that EF!ers leam how to deal 
with this threat to our work in a way that 
allows us to continue that work and not 
waste resources or become excessively para- 
noid. 

How the FBI and some of their 
state counterparts work 

1) Harassment and intimidation by 
making threats of arrest, job loss, violence; 
by visiting employers, relatives and friends; 
offering bribes, etc. 

2) Consuming movement resources of 
time and money by charging people ground- 
lessly with various crimes. Even if charges 
are dropped or acquittals result, the people 
spend an enormous amount of time and 
money defending themselves. 

3) Infiltrating groups and framing or 
setting people up for serious criminal 
charges, often involving conspiracy. In 
many cases conspiracy to commit misde- 
meanors is a felony. A bust often results in 
bad press, and can take people out of circula- 
tion for a long time awaiting trial. A felony 
arrest means the court can run your life while 
you wait for trial. 

4) Disinformation, both personal and 
political. Derailing, dividing and disrupting 
the movement by spreading rumors, taking 
advantage of personal problems, encourag- 
ing antagonism where political differences 
exist, planting false information, encourag- 
ing illegal activity, issuing false public state- 
ments in the group's name — all these are 
standard tactics. 

Essential to achieving these ends is the 
use of Infiltrators, either agents or informers. 
Agents are professionals, doing it because 
they like stomping on people or for ideologi- 
cal reasons (both usually the result of too 
severe toilet training). Informers are ama- 
teurs, often doing it for reasons of personal 
revenge, or a way to overcome a sense of 
powerlessness and unimportance, or be- 
cause the FBI has something on them. Both 
are equally sleazy but the former are usually 
more dangerous because they are more ca- 
pable, have more experience and will enjoy 
greater credibility with courts if charges are 
brought. The former also have control over 
greater resources, including sophisticated 
hardware, and may be part of broad based 
repressive campaigns involving other police 
agencies and government departments (the 
IRS, for example). Often agents and inform- 
ers work together and frequently are wired 
for sound, video or both. 


How to spot these bipedal 
scum sucking toadies 

1. Get to know the people you work 
with; where they come from both politically 
and historically. Check out peoples stories. 
Ask questions. Be suspicious of contradic- 
tions. Often agents are new to the area, 
though informers may be local. What 
groups have they worked with and for how 
long? Who are their friends and family? The 
cover of agents and informers is rarely so 
grand as to include a large supporting cast. 
The real families and friends of agents are 
kept separate from their work, though this 
may not be the case with informers. Some- 
times informers may have a lengthy move- 
ment history, but not usually. 

2. Confront people who are consis- 
tently disruptive either politically or person- 
ally. Is their disruptiveness just lack of re- 
spect for others in the group or is it deliber- 
ate? Agents and informers will exploit politi- 
cal disagreements, and use sexual and emo- 
tional attachments or problems to create 
discord, divisiveness, and mistrust. Foment- 
ing factionalism is a particularly effective 
tactic. Gaining the confidence of individuals 
through romantic liaisons is also frequently 
used. Spreading rumors, including accusing 
others of being informers, is another tactic. 

3. Agents and informers will encourage 
violence or other illegal activity, doing so in 
a way that gets others to take the initiative, 
and involve as many pieople as possible in 
incriminating activity and communica- 
tions. Infiltrators often evidence a single 
minded agenda in this direction, forever 
suggesting such activities and trying to get 
pieople to agree. They also attempt to get 
close to and involve leaders and 
spokespeople, who if busted would "send a 
message" to the movement and public. 

4. Where infiltrators are setting people 
up for a bust utilizing recording devices, 
several things may tip you off. There are 
many kinds of bugs, some hardwired to the 
phone, some that pjeople carry which either 
broadcast or are tied to a recorder on the 
person, and home taps. Home taps are not 
legal in bedrooms or bathrooms, but they 
may be so sensitive as to make any portion of 
a house or office amenable to recording. 

When infiltrators are wired for sound 
there are several tell-tale indicators. Keep in 
mind, though, that an amateur may be such 
an amateur that these do not appear. 

Infiltrators will try to control the con- 
versation, getting it back to the subjects they 
are interested in, e.g., monkeywrenching. 
Conversation control may be very subtle. 
Infiltrators will try to make it sound like you 
agree to certain activities by eliciting re- 
sponses from you that sound like an expres- 
sion of agreement but may simply be an 
acknowledgement. Agent: "We oughta take 
out Glen Canyon dam, huh?" True Blue 
EF!er: "Yeah, it'd be nice to see that dam 
gone." Or maybe you just grunt something 
that sounds like you agree. The agent buys 
dynamite; you’re busted for conspiracy. 
Infiltrators will also interrupt you if you 
make comments that may separate you from 
illegal activity. EF!er: "I'd like to see that dam 
go, but It would be wrong to blow It up, a 
clear violation of the United States Code and 
many state laws as well." The agent will 
interrupt you after the first phrase. 

Another agents' technique used to in- 
criminate in recorded conversations is to 


1) PRACTISE SAFE SEX: Real environ- 
mentalists recognize that one overriding is- 
sue persists in destroying planet Earth: the 
human horde! So, real enviros consciously 
refrain from spawning babies. Condoms are 
cool; tube tying is hip; do it today before 
something doth slip. REAL environmental- 
ists DON'T HAVE KIDS! 

2) SHUN PUBLIC EDUCATION: Envi- 
ronmentalists who have already slipjped, and 
given birth, avoid sending their children 
through the public education process. The 
government is actively involved in mass 
brain washing via the public school systems 
ofAmerica. The goal ofpublic education is to 
insure that the masses are indoctrinated into 
the American Dream — consumerism. REAL 
enviros who slippied educate their kid(s 
[heaven forbid!)) at home! 

3) LEARN THE LAW: The most powerful 
green tool we have is English Common Law. 
Real enviros don't play golf; they read the 
law. For decades, enviros have found that 
the most effective methodology for disrupt- 
ing the destruction of ecosystems is via clev- 


make it appear that you are the leader; e.g., 
the agent says "tell me what to do." Infiltra- 
tors often talk in a way that makes the entire 
conversation sound incriminating, even if 
you don’t say anything incriminating your- 
self. They will also make references to things 
going on silently between you so as to have 
a record on tap>e. "Gee, thanks for these here 
swell spikes, which I will put to good use. Do 
you know what time it is?" Agents will also 
make reference to conversations or actions 
from the past, which are not on tape and may 
not have been incriminating, in a manner 
that sounds incriminating. You had a previ- 
ous discussion of a newspaper article about 
monkeywrenching in another part of the 
country. The infiltrator says: "Remember 
our discussion about trashing dozers ...?" 

Infiltrators may range from charming, 
smooth and expjert manipulators to pathetic 
puppies you feel sorry for. They may be 
informed and articulate or seem to be at- 
tracted to the movement simply because of 
their feelings. In any case, they can and do 
make use of even the most ordinary informa- 
tion. By knowing us they can manipulate us. 
By knowing us they can go elsewhere and 
involve others easily by demonstrating how 
well connected they are with us. 

What we can do about infiltrators 
and police action generally 

1. Be aware of their techniques and 
check out any suspjected persons. Until that 
is done exclude them from sensitive activi- 
ties and meetings. Some would say you 
should monkeywrench only with people 
you've known since kindergarten, and when 
you can account for their time in between 
then and now. 

2. Be aware that ordinary law breaking 
— from speeding to possession of small 
quantities of drugs, firearms under certain 
circumstances, large nails, etc. — may be 
used in an extraordinary manner against 
you. 

3. Assume that in any large public 
meeting, and even some smaller gatherings 
and certainly at rendezvous, many police are 
present. 

4. When threats have been made 


Who's Watching Does Make 
a Difference! 

A trend I have noticed at better-run 
demonstrations and actions recently is the 
presence of "Legal Observers." 

Legal observers are volunteers, usually 
lawyers by profession, who agree to attend a 
demonstration or other action and observe 
what goes on, without participating. Any 
lawyer can perform this function, and 
should do so on a volunteer basis. 

Such legal observers arrive before the 
action begins, and wear name tags or other 
"badges" identifying them and their role in 
the proceedings. They typically go up to the 
pjolice and/or other potential adversaries in 
advance and say something like: "Hello. My 
name is (so and so) and I'm here as a legal 
observer today." They then exchange busi- 
ness cards or other identification with the 
potential opposition. 

From then on, all they do is stand and 


erly timed, well planned lawsuits. Want to 
halt a proposed dam? File a NEPA suit! Got 
a favorite spocies looking at extinction's ugly 
face? Invoke the Endangered Spocies Act's 
Section 7 regulations. It's easy and fun! Law 
libraries are quiet, air conditioned, and full of 
simple tactics to beat the juggernaut at its 
own game. 

4) REBEL AGAINST CONSUMERISM: 
Overpopulation and consumerism are the 
two-headed beast! Little children grow up to 
be big consumers. It's the American Way! 
It's taught to them from the moment they 
first turn on the TV (see #5). Real enviros 
refuse to play the game of "buy or die." The 
first step (after getting your tubes tied) to- 
ward saving the Earth is to relearn to live 
simply. The best things in life really are free, 
and available for all life forms to enjoy. Drop 
out of the game for a few weeks. Boycott 
malls. Know what'll happien? Nothing! 
You’ll simply have more time on your hands 
(which you can sp>end with your offspring 
which you accidentally had and are now 
responsible for educating- see #1 & 2). 


against you and tensions are high, pieople 
should not travel alone, trusted comrades 
should know of arrival and departure times, 
etc. If you receive threats or are assaulted, 
report it to the police and keep your own 
records. The cops won’t protect you, but if 
things worsen and you are victimized by 
timber companies, hired thugs, crazies or the 
cops themselves, you will be able to show a 
pattern of incompietence and malfeasance 
on their part. 

5 . Develop patterns of interaction, both 
political and piersonal, based on honesty, 
opienness and mutual respiect. This under- 
mines the ability of police to spread rumors 
and foment factionalism. 

6. Develop good security habits without 
becoming paranoid. Notice the people 
around you. Minimize written documents 
and keep them organized and safe. Keep cars, 
houses and offices locked. Cultivate large 
predators as close friends. 

7. Establish a support network of pjeople 
who can help if a crisis develops and who can 
do unto the authorities some of what they do 
unto us, e.g., sue them, subpoena them, 
make them feel some heat. Press contacts are 
also important — to help expose the Richard 
Nixons and Henry Kissingers of the environ- 
ment. Most of the media swallows the pack- 
aged news bites of the political-economic 
establishment (of which they are a p>art), but 
many reporters and some editors will use 
good alternative information if provided 
with it in a timely fashion. 

Remember, having justice on our side is 
not enough. We have to be smart and good 
at what we do. No amount of smartness and 
goodness can totally protect us. The very 
nature of the political process exposes those 
of us who challenge the biocidal system to 
the nature rapists and their hirelings. But we 
can minimize our exposure without sacrific- 
ing principles. 

For more information on the FBI, see 
Brian Glick, War At Home; and 
Ward Churchill and J im Vander Wall, Agents 
of Repression and Cointelpro Papers (all from 
South End Press). 


watch. They do not participate in the action, 
nor do they interfere. They don't advise the 
participants on what course to take; they 
remain passive, but alert. 

For those involved in the action, the 
presence of such observers is invaluable. If 
anyone's rights are violated in any way, these 
observers can make well-informed and reli- 
able eye-witnesses. While photographers are 
often the first to be attacked or disabled in 
such situations, these observers cannot rea- 
sonably be removed or interfered with. And 
in the presence of such observers, the rights 
of demonstrators are much less likely to be 
violated. (It is less tempting to beat up 
demonstrators if their lawyers are watching.) 

Whenever you plan to participate in an 
action of any kind, be sure in advance that 
legal observers will be present. Make this a 
top priority — it is a precaution that you 
can't afford not to take! 

— Margaret Hays Young 


5. DESTROY THE TV: After having their 
tubes tied, real environmentalists bash their 
tubes! The advertising syndicates exist to 
coerce you — via messages to the subcon- 
scious mind — into consuming (see #4). TV 
shows are carefully designed to lure you into 
the next commercial. To fight the conspir- 
acy of consumerism through thought con- 
trol, drill a hole in the top of your TV, fill it 
with plotting soil and grow a vegetable in the 
now useful device! 

6. HEAD FOR THE HILLS: Real enviros 
know cities for what they are — centers of 
commerce. Cities exist only to make con- 
sumer goods more accessible to the masses 
(see #4). Real enviros avoid cities. But what 
about "culture," you ask? Culture is the stuff 
that grows between your toes when you 
forget to change your socks. Real life, the 
throbbing endless pulse of biota, can be 
found by anyone, at any time, in the Big 
Outside. So, get your friends and head forthe 
hills — on foot! 

7. CANCEL ALL MAGAZINE AND 

continued on page 33 


10 THINGS REAL ENVIRONMENTALISTS ALREADY DO TO 
SAVE THE EARTH (and have for 20 years) 


LEGAL OBSERVERS 
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THE CONQUEST OF PARADISE: Christo- 
pher Columbus and the Columbian Leg- 
acy, by Kirkpatrick Sale; Alfred A. Knopf, 201 
E ISth, New York City 10022; $24.95 hard- 
back; 370pp. 

Ours is a sordid history. As our paternal- 
istic forebears settled the "New World” (actu- 
ally every bit as old as the "Old”; they were 
united as Laurasia until 65 million yean ago), 
they ravaged the native peoples of North, 
Central, and South America. This is com- 
mon knowledge. What is not common 
knowledge is that the Americas were "discov- 
ered” (as they had beenmanytimes before by 
Europeans, not to mention the native 
peoples who had lived there for over 10,000 
years) and settled by shiftless, avaricious, 
ruthless, petty, greedy, and even lubberly sea 
captains and followers; and more impor- 
tantly, that these men did not only decimate 
native peoples, they so ravaged populations 
of native flora and fauna as to forever alter 
the biological composition of the lands of 
the Western Hemisphere. 

Thus spake Kirkpatrick Sale, albeit in 
much finer prose. Sale, a widely acclaimed 
author and bioregionalist, aims with this 
scholarly yet enthralling book to deflate the 
Columbian myth before it balloons even 
further out of proportion in 1992 — the 
quincentennial of Columbus’s putative dis- 
covery of America. Sale's aim is true. 

The Conquest of Paradise will further 
establish Sale's reputation in the growing 
field of ecological history. Though he pro- 
vides minutiae on the voyages of Cristobal 
Colon (who would have stared aghast if ever 
called "Christopher Columbus"), offering 
more detail than the lay person needs, he 
does not lose sight of the big picture. He 
describes the effects of exotic plants, ani- 
mals, pathogens and diseases brought by 
Europeans to the Americas. He contrasts the 
benign forms of food production (e.g., the 
conucos system of the Taino people of the 
Bahamas, a system akin to permaculture) 
employed by native peoples, with the ecol- 
ogically ruinous forms practised by Europe- 
ans. 

Sale's case against the European invad- 
ers is nigh on Irrefutable. Perhaps more 
contentious, however, is his support for the 
Indians as the first ecologists hypothesis. 
Writers have challenged this popular idea in 
the pages of EF! Journal before; here suffice it 
to say that evidence can be adduced against 
this notion as well as for it (e.g., bones be- 
neath Buffalo jumps, fossils of extinct 
mammals). Sale perhaps too facllely dis- 
misses the overkill hypothesis: Notwith- 
standing Sale’s claim to the contrary, the 
suspicion that the late Pleistocene extinc- 
tions of megafauna in North and South 
America were at least partly anthropogenic 
(possibly caused by human over-hunting in 
combination with changing climate) seems 
to have considerable credence in the scien- 
tific community. Nonetheless, Sale argues 
convincingly, and many of us will remain 
comfortable with the Indians as ecologists 
hypothesis even if exceptions can be cited. 


10 Things . . . 

continued from page 33 
NEWSPAPER SUBSCRIPTIONS: Having 
hundreds of pounds of reading material de- 
livered to your door, only to be read then 
discarded, is decadent and anti-Earth. Tell 
Vanity Fair that you'll be happy to read their 
worthless crap in the cool confines of the 
library from now on. Ditto for Sierra, 
Audubon, et. al. (That’s assuming you have 
not followed the mandate of #6 yet. You 
won't have time to read monthly publica- 
tions once you move to the Big Outside; 
you’ll be too busy having fun!) 

8. WALK: Sell your car and ride a bi- 
cycle. Better yet, walk (much easier after 
following directive 6). Cars are smelly, ugly, 
ecosystem-destroying devices invented for 
one reason: so you can get to the shopping 
center faster! They also allow you to carry 
more consumer items home per trip (see #4). 
Look around next time you ride in an auto- 
mobile. Notice how stupid the people in cars 
next to you appear as they whiz by? You look 
stupid, too. 


As we approach the culmination of a 
period of undeniable overkill, The Conquest 
of Paradise comes as a truly timely book. As 
many wise people have warned, a people 
that forgets its history is doomed to repeat its 
past mistakes. If ours is an educable citizenry 
(doubtful after the last elections), perhaps 
this excellent revisionist work will be read by 
millions, thus precluding an entirely inap- 
propriate celebration of the beginning of the 
killing of the Americas. 

Reviewed by John Davis. 

THE VILLAGE OF BLUE STONE, by Stephen 
Trimble; 1990; MacMillan Publishing 
Group, 64pp. $13.95. 

As The Village of Blue Stone tells us, 
there’s something about ancient Indian 
ruins that can even make a cowboy forget his 
cows. Stephen Trimble introduces his fic- 
tional account of life in an Anasazi village 
with a tale of two pioneer good old boys who 
stumble on one of the greatcliff dwellings of 
Mesa Verde. 

Trimble goes on to describe a year in the 
life of the Anasazi, a Navajo name which 
means "someone's ancestors." Located 
north of the San Juan River in New Mexico, 
the author's imaginary Village of Blue Stone 
is named for the lovely turquoise jewelry 
found in many pueblos. This jewelry, as well 
as the tools, architecture, dress, and pottery 
of the day, are painstakingly recreated by 
illustrators Jennifer Owings Dewey and 
Deborah Reade. 

The year begins with the winter solstice: 
December 21, 1100. Sun Watcher, the vil- 
lage priest, uses shadows cast by special 
windows to mark the day the Sun enters its 
Winter House. This day, like many others, 
includes the religious ceremonies so impor- 
tant to the Anasazi. 

During the long nights that follow, 
story-tellers relate the creation story. The 
first three worlds are destroyed, until the 
Fourth, or Yellow-White World, is created. 
The evil people of the other worlds have 
supposedly been destroyed, leaving only 
those with good hearts to populate this 
world. 

After a winter of weaving, tool-making, 
and story-telling, the villagers plant crops of 
com, squash and beans. The cultivation of 
com was vital to the Anasazi and the basis of 
much of their religion. A character with the 
colorful moniker of Turquoise Boy plants 
and nurtures his com with a devotion mod- 
em people reserve for babies. 

Another delightfully named villager, 
Frog Woman, demonstrates pottery-making 
techniques in detail. It's a slow process in the 
absence of niceties like potter's wheels. The 
clay, brought over great distances, must be 
rolled into coils and built up one coil at a 
time. The finished product, painted with a 
yucca brush and fired over juniper coals, is a 
work of art capable of surviving the ages. 

Summer brings treks to neighboring 
villages, and ceremonies to summon rain. 
One of the ceremonies, the raiding of eagle 
nests, betrays the dark side found in most 


9. SUBVERT ENVIRONMENTAL 
GROUPS: Real enviros understand that 
mainstream "environmental" groups rein- 
force the juggernaut of consumerism by 
advocating a prolicy of conservation of natu- 
ral resources. This anthropocentric ideol- 
ogy, revolving around the concept of "ste- 
wardship," still views Nature as a commod- 
ity. Such a view simply seeks to retard the 
rateofdestniction, not haltit. Typical priori- 
ties for these stewards are recycling (see #7), 
using biodegradable diap>ers (see #1), and 
keeping toxic waste out of their backyards 
(see #4). Real enviros only join these groups 
in order to have themselves elected to the 
boards of directors (by proxy vote; see #3), 
from whence they can begin subverting the 
groups’ wimpy agendas. Turn on, tune in, 
and take over! 

10. TAKE ACTION: Real enviros would 
already have quit reading by now and gotten 
busy. Do something! 

— Pete Jones, Pell City, AL 


religions. Each spring, the young men of the 
village capture every young eagle and hawk 
they find, to be used later in the Com Dance. 
In the grim finale of the Dance, the clan 
leaders smother the birds in hopes that the 
birds' spirits will carry prayers to the Cloud 
People. 

The author, a paleontologist, passes no 
judgments on this or any other customs he 
describes. Like any good scientist, he recon- 
structs the lives of ancient peoples without 
exposing them to the harsh glare of modem 
values. 

Despite the villagers' insult to the kind 
of deity Earth Firstiers might worship, they 
enjoy a bountiful harvest. The harvest is 
supplemented by hunting, which features its 
own sacred customs. The hunter, Sun Jour- 
neying, asks permission of the deer before he 
kills it. After breathing in its last "breath of 
life,” he leaves a piece of flesh for Mother 
Earth. 

Other village customs are depicted dur- 
ing the fall, including marriage, burial cus- 
toms, and initiation rites. Winter comes 
again, bringing the cold and snow of the 
Colorado Plateau uplands. In the last inci- 
dent of the story, the village priest trains a 
younger man in the ways of Sun Watching, 
and the cycle begins again. 

The book concludes with a floor plan of 
the village, a family chronology, and an 
afterword about the work of archaeologists. 
Trimble makes the point that the plundering 
of artifacts has cost historians valuable infor- 
mation. I remember one much publicized 
Utah raid on the collection of Cal Black, the 
late unlamented inspiration for Bishop Love 
of Abbey fame. 

The author puts his tale into perspective 
when he relates the discovery of the pot 
made by Frog Woman. He also discusses the 
possible reasons why the Anasazi deserted 
their cities and villages. 

Despite their apparent harmony with 
Nature, the Anasazi usually moved because 
they'd exhausted local resources. Periodic 
droughts, and the scarcity of trees for fires 
and building, often drove them elsewhere. 
Irreverent animal lover that I am, I can’t help 
but theorize that they were overrun by the 
mice those smothered eagles would have 
eaten. 

The author provides a list of Anasazi 
ruins in Colorado, Utah, Arizona, and New 
Mexico. He also gives information on join- 
ing an excavation and visiting modem-day 
pueblos and ceremonies. 

Although The Village of Blue Stone has 
the look and design of a children's book, I 
believe it would also interest most adults. Its 
simple style and numerous illustrations 
make it suitable for history lovers of all ages, 
especially those not satisfied with the 
sketchy Native American history taught in 
schools. 

Reviewed by Leslie Lyon. 

ECO-WARRIORS: Understanding the 
Radical Environmental Movement, by Rlk 
Scarce, 1990; Noble Press, 213 W. Institute 
Place, Suite 508, Chicago, 1L 60610; 291 
pages, $11.95 paperback. 

Reading this book is a little like attend- 
ing a Round River Rendezvous without any 
prior knowledge of Earth First!. You talk to 
lots of colorful strangers who describe lots of 
exciting events, but you can’t be sure how 
much that you've heard is true and just what 
Its significance might be. 

The next in a rising tide of closely re- 
lated books, Eco-warriors is a wide-ranging 
overview of radical environmental and ani- 
mal rights activism. It briefly covers the 
philosophical underpinnings and then re- 
ports a pile of anecdotal stories about actions 
of all sorts — banner hangings, road block- 
ades, tree spikings, ship sinkings. 

Its breadth is impressive. I learned a few 
new tales from the early days of EF!, more 
details on a Sea Shepherd action, and a lot of 
ALF history. 

Unfortunately, that breadth also brings 
some significant weaknesses. Scarce created 
a new concept to tie things together — 
people fighting against the "Eco-Wall" built 
by society "to keep out the alien force of 
nature both without and within us" — and it 
doesn't really work. Animal rights and envi- 
ronmental actions are casually lumped to- 
gether, with the result that Draize testing is 
equated with dearcuttlng and lab animal 
liberations share the stage with tree-sitting 
actions. Civil disobedience purists are 
jumbled with hardcore monkeywrenchers, 
and while the differences are noted in pass- 
ing ("Gandhi Meets the Luddites") they are 
never really explored or explained. 

Also, dealing with a large number of 
sources creates a fact-checker's nightmare, 
and this book has a lot of little errors: names 
misspelled or misidentified, dates wrong, 
events muddled. Seeing these in coverage of 
events and people I know hurts my confi- 
dence in the rest. 

The obvious comparison is to Christo- 
pher Manes's Green Rage, and Eco-warriors 
comes up short. Scarce covers more ground 
but Manes has more depth, more passion. 


and a more fluid style. Someone looking for 
lots of anecdotes might prefer Scarce's book, 
but for "Understanding the radical environ- 
mental movement" I'd recommend Manes. 

Reviewed by Dale Turner. 

THE KINGDOM, by Douglas Chadwick, 
photographs by Art Wolfe; 1990; Sierra Club 
Books, San Francisco; $45 hardcover; 197pp. 
MONARCH OF DEADMAN BAY: The Life 
and Death of a Kodiak Bear, by Roger A. 
Caras; 1990; University of Nebraska Press, 
Lincoln; $7.95 paperback; 185pp. 

Here are two arrivals in the nature sec- 
tion of the popular book front: Monarch of 
DeadmanBay, by Roger Caras, a paperback re- 
issue of a book published over 20 years ago, 
and a new book with pictures, The Kingdom, 
by Douglas Chadwick with photographs by 
Art Wolfe. 

These two books fall into categories that 
represent a big hunk of what passes for na- 
ture writing — stories about animals and 
large-format picture books. Like it or not, 
many more people buy these publications 
than, say. Green Rage or Deep Ecology. A large 
number of environmentally conscious 
humans were introduced to wilderness issues 
by reading these types of books. The best of 
these volumes — and these two are good 
examples — convey a lot of information and 
a sense of the natural world. 

This is not to say that I have settled with 
any certainty the relative merits of these 
classifications of wildlife literature. In fact, 
I'm just now doing my own picture book. 
Last week I finished drafting the text for one 
of these big suckers, which Ed Abbey was to 
write but can't because he's dead. It is, quite 
frankly, a bit difficult to take this sort of work 
seriously. Because who will read it? With the 
exception of the writings of friends, I've 
never read one of these things in my life. 

So it is with empathy and trepidation I 
turn to The Kingdom, and this book is as solid 
an effort as any in the picture book business. 
Only works produced by a single photo- 
writer living in a single intimate landscape 
tend to take the genre further. Wolfe's wild- 
life photos are superb and Chadwick's text 
goes far beyond the usual requirements of 
picture book writing. He Is one of the most 
broadly based of natural history writers 
working today, having traveled the world 
and observed widely, backing up what he 
saw with solid research, and at his best when 
he is not squandering his talents on National 
Geographic-type journalism. In The King- 
dom, Chadwick paints an impressionistic 
portrait of North American wildlife with 
images collected from his life and work in 
wild parts of Montana, the Sierra Madre, 
Newfoundland and elsewhere on this conti- 
nent. It is often difficult to get a flow going 
in these sometimes shaky marriages of 
writer-photographer egos, and this book 
suffers from a large editorial oversight in 
putting the "Photographer's Introduction" 
up front; it gives the book a clumsy begin- 
ning from which recovery time is several fine 
chapters. The publishers should omit such 
editorial notes with the trade paperback and 
allow the photos to sp>eak for themselves. 

Longtime readers of this journal will 
understand that the arm of the Monkey 
Wrench Gang is long and that is is better to 
get even than mad. Roger Caras has made a 
lot of money off writing and talking about 
animals — all kinds of fame and fortune. He 
is a regular commentator on ABC's "Good- 
morning America." Years back I happened to 
be watching when he delivered what I 
thought was a rather bland critique of the 
plight of Yellowstone's Grizzlies. His edito- 
rial sonorous pxmderings were voiced over 
footage of wild Grizzlies in Yellowstone 
walking around Sulphur Mountain. No one 
else had ever seen these wild Grizzlies; I was 
alone when I shot that footage. That was my 
film. Those swine at ABC had stolen my rare 
bear footage and had broadcast it nationwide 
without even giving me a credit, let alone the 
$25 a foot they owe me to this day. Roger 
Caras help>ed those dirtbags rip me off. 

With this in mind, I move on to the 
second book in this review. The Monarch of 
Deadman Bay, by Roger Caras, is the story of 
a Kodiak Bear from his cub years, the killing 
of his sister by another Grizzly, and on to his 
days as the largest land carnivore in the 
world, weighing over 1500 pounds — a 
weight, Incidentally, seldom approached, 
today by Brown Bears on Kodiak Island be- 
cause virtually every male bear is poached or 
otherwise made into a rug before it reaches 
even ten years of age in this, one of the most 
intensely over-hunted and managed of all 
Grizzly Bear ecosystems. Monarch meets his 
fate while defenseless after being tranquil- 
ized by a biologist. For the most part, the 
story is told from the viewpoint of the bear, 
with lots of natural history along the way. 
Certain technical comments are a tad obso- 
lete, and there’s an excess of Grizzly, vio- 
lence, but, by and large, this book stands up 
today as well as it did 21 years ago. In view 
of Mr. Caras cheating me out of my Grizzly 
footage, I wish 1 could find more ways to put 
continued on oage 34 
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TWO PAWS UP ON THESE 

An Eco-freak's Top Twenty Movies 


by Daniel Conner 

You're a dedicated eco-warrior, and 
yourwork never ends. It keeps piling up, one 
damn thing after another, right? You need a 
vacation, or at least a rest. Go to a movie. 

A movie? Surely I jest, you say. Haven't 
I checked out the mall lately? Garbage. One 
moron movie after another. Rambo or Rocky 
or Fridaythe umpteenth. Makes you wonder 
about the prospects for our species ... 

Fear not, help has arrived. Borrow your 
aunt's VCR and rent any of the following 
films (they've all been released on videotape, 
but some may be hard to find). All highlight 
an ecological theme of some sort. Where 
animals are featured, their own unique char- 
acteristics are emphasized. They interact 
with humans as equal members of a biotic 
community, not as clowns or intelligent 
slaves (too bad, Flipper, Benji, Gentle Ben ...). 
Nice background scenery isn’t enough to 
qualify a film for my eco-movie list — other- 
wise, I'd give top marks to the The Sound of 
Music. 

I've left out documentaries and have 
included only commercial US theater re- 
leases. Trust me: these movies will refresh 
your spirit or inspire you to action. No 
stinkers on this list. Enjoy. 

1. Never Cry Wolf (USA, 1983; directed 
by Carroll Ballard) Based on the Farley 
Mowat book. A wildlife ecologist spends a 
few seasons in the Arctic trying to figure out 
whether wolf predation is the cause of a 
decline in the Canadian Caribou herds. 
Beautiful scenery, understated but lyrical 
dialogue, intelligent presentation of impor- 
tant issues. 

For profundity of message, for beauty of 
cinematography, for the quality of Mark 
Isham's electronic score, this film is number 
one in my book. Don't miss the scene where 
Tyler plays his bassoon and the wolves an- 
swer. (And don’t miss the irony of the main 
character in a Disney-financed production 
eating mice!) 

2. Dersu Uzala (USSR/Japan, 1975; di- 
rected by Akira Kurosawa) In tum-of-the- 
century Russia, the leader of a survey party 
befriends a native Siberian hunter, learning 
from him the ways of the taiga. In the 
poignantly tragic finale, Dersu the hunter 
believes that Kanga, the spirit of the forest, 
has turned against him. He has no choice but 
to adapt to urban life. 

Long on atmosphere, short on drama, 
this film is nevertheless astonishing evi- 
dence of Soviet environmental conscious- 
ness in the Brezhnev era. 

3. The Bear (L'Ours) (France, 1988; di- 
rected by Jean-Jacques Annaud) John Muir 
once wrote, "If a war of races should occur 
between the wild beasts and Lord Man, I 
would be tempted to sympathize with the 
bears." This movie illustrates Muir's senti- 
ment perfectly, and be warned: your own 
loyalties will be severely tested. 

In 1885 British Columbia a Grizzly cub 
loses its mother in a rockslide. It teams up 
with a giant adult male who has been 
wounded by hunters, and together they fight 
off dogs, riflemen, and a Mountain Lion. It 
sounds like a Disneyfled Benji story, but it 
works. Don't be bothered by a few question- 
able details here and there (adult male Griz- 
zlies either ignore or attack unattended 
cubs). This is drama, not documentary. 
These bears have authentic personalities and 
the confrontation between the hunter and 
the adult bear is terrifying. 

You'll like the cub's encounter with an 
amanita mushroom. A magnificent film and 
a breakthrough in presenting a bear hunt 
from the animal's point of view. Bart (and 
his trainer Doug Seus) are the real stars of the 
film. The musical score includes a sentimen- 
tal but imaginative use of a Tchaikovsky 
melody, even stretching the tune to generate 
bird-calls. Filmed in the Tyrolean Alps. The 
director also made another good eco-film, 
Quest for Fire (1981). 

4. Koyaanisqatsi (US, 1983; directed by 
Godfrey Reggio) Non-narrative sequence of 
visual images, using natural and man-made 

Book Reviews . . . 

continued from page 33 
down his book. But, in fact, the reason this 
little story has been around so long is because 
it’s well-told. A more doctrinaire biocentral- 
ist might find deeper bio-deficiencies. Mean- 
while, this little book is likely to find even 
more readers as Doug Seus — animal trainer 
and Earth First! supporter — soon plans to 
make It into a feature film. 

Reviewed by Doug Peacock, November 
1990, on route to the Penecate Lava and a visit 
to say "hi" to old Ed! 


vistas in odd and eerie juxtapositions. The 
cumulative effect leaves you with a powerful 
senseof the organic connectedness of things. 
Its panoramic beauty, its hallucinatory detail 
in slow-motion and time-lapse photogra- 
phy, make this filma memorable experience. 
Note how the technological artifacts take on 
monstrous yet visually beautiful identities of 
their own. 

It's the best visual dramatization I know 
that something is terribly wrong with our 
way of life. Some people like the visuals but 
consider the movie's message a bit too obvi- 
ous: the Grand Canyon is prettier than 
Manhattan. Obvious or not, the point needs 
to be driven home. 

Hypnotic but ultimately annoying 
score by Philip Glass. The title is Hopl for 
"life out of balance.” The sequel Powaqaatsi 
(1988) is much inferior, though Glass’s score 
is better. 

5. The Emerald Forest (UK, 1985; directed 
by John Boorman) A gentle Amazon tribe 
abducts the son of a dam engineer. After ten 
years of searching, the father finds the boy 
(played by the director's son), grown up and 
thoroughly integrated Into tribal life. To- 
gether the boy and his father rescue the 
women of the tribe who have been kidnap- 
ped to become prostitutes. 

The conclusion may be a bit hokey, and 
unnecessarily violent. But if you're like me, 
you'll be jumping up and down on your seat 
when Croakus pistoffus brings down the 
wrath of the rain god on an Amazon dam. 

6. The Last Wave (Australia, 1977; di- 
rected by Peter Weir) An urbane young 
lawyer gets sucked into the Dreamtime when 
he defends aborigines accused of murder. 
Enticed by aboriginal mysteries, he finds his 
own destiny written on the walls of secret 
chambers below modem Sydney. Nature 
rebels, as prophesied in aboriginal myth, 
with giant hailstones, petroleum rains, and a 
gigantic ocean wave. 

It sounds muddled, but it works! This 
supernatural thriller grows more and more 
visionary as it progresses toward, its apoca- 
lyptic conclusion. It’s one of the most pro- 
phetic films ever made, and good acting and 
pacing save it from being merely laughable. 
It's much better than a more recent 
imitation, Where the Green Ants Dream (see 
below). 

7. The Gods Must Be Crazy (Botswana, 
1981; directed by Jamie Uys) A Bushman 
encounters civilization for the first time in 
the form of a Coke bottle dropped from a 
plane. He embarks on a quest to rid his tribe 
of its evil influence, teaming up along the 
way with a pretty school teacher and a 
bumbling biologist. Together they thwart 
bloodthirsty terrorists. 

A charming allegory, and genuinely 
funny. You'll almost be convinced that 
rhinoceroses go out of their way to trample 
out unauthorized campfires. T reat the some- 
times clumsy stereotypes and sight gags as 
slapstick and let the warm good-heartedness 
of this film win you over. And don't deny 
yourself this treat on the prevalent but mis- 
taken belief that it comes from South Africa. 

8. The Gods Must Be Crazy II (Botswana, 
1988; Jamie Uys) In the sequel, the little 
Bushman rescues his children from poachers 
who have inadvertently abducted them. On 
his quest he crosses paths with an attractive 
American lawyer and still anotherbumbling 
biologist, as wellas two antagonistic soldiers. 
Every bit as good as the original, though of 
course not as fresh. (By the way, is it true that 
hyenas never attack anything taller than 
themselves?) [ed. note: No. The hyena family 
includes 4 species — the Spotted, Brown, and 
Striped Hyenas, and the Aardwolf. Spotted 
Hyenas, which are native to southern Africa but 
have been exterminated from parts of their range, 
cooperatively hunt zebras and other large mam- 
mals. Brown Hyenas and Aardwolves both 
survive in southern Africa in reduced numbers. 
The former eat mostly carrion. The latter eat 
termites. Striped Hyenas, which are CITES 
listed, inhabit northern and eastern Africa and 
southwestern Asia and are mainly scavengers.] 
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9. Bambi (US, 1942; directed by Walt 
Disney) What can I say? You're reading the 
words of 46 year old lawyer who's reduced to 
tears at every screening of Bambi. Yes, it's 
sappy and sentimental; yes, it anthropomor- 
phizes animals into cutesy-poo caricatures. 
And its over-romanticized depiction of the 
North American forest won't survive close 
scrutiny. (A forest with no predators but 
humans? Come on.) 

On the other hand, what child (or adult, 
for that matter) can leave the theater after 
seeing Bambi without entertaining a Jew 
wistful ecocentric thoughts? Uncle Walt 
earned a minor niche in the deep ecology 
Valhalla with this one. Watch also The Old 
Mill (1937), one of Disney's best shorts and 
the first animated feature to portray animals 
in naturalistic situations. 

10. Aguirre, the Wrath of God (West 
Germany, 1972; directed by Wemer Herzog) 
A power-crazed conquistador seizes control 
of part of Pizarro's 1560 expedition in search 
of South American gold, and leads the party 
to its death in the Amazon jungles. Mad 
Aguirre, alone in the vastness of the Amazon 
Basin, winds up king of a tribe of river 
monkeys. Illustrates well Andrew 
Schmookler's thesis that craving for power 
lies at the root of most of the ills we face. 

11. Star Trek IV: The Voyage Home (US, 
1986; directed by Leonard Nimoy) An alien 
probe delivers a message that's perceived by 
humans as life-threatening electromagnet- 
ism. "There are other forms of intelligence 
on Earth," Spock admonishes Doctor 
McCoy. "Only human arrogance would 
assume the message was meant for man." 

In fact, the message is aimed at Hump- 
back Whales, extinct for centuries. To save 
the planet, the crew of the Enterprise must 
find a pair somewhere.... 

What a delight to see the old Enterprise 
gang take a vacation from serious star-hop- 
ping and apply their wit and light-years of 
experience to saving the whales! This film, 
with great fanfare and enthusiastic recep- 
tion, was shown in the Soviet Union shortly 
after its release. 

12. Wolfen (US, 1981; directed by Mi- 
chael Wadleigh) Evolved super wolves in- 
visibly stalk New York City after dark, prey- 
ing on weak and diseased humans. They're 
smart, and they’re pissed. “They are our 
brothers," says an Indian questioned by a 
cop who is investigating gruesome deaths, 
“No," says another Indian. "They are other 
Nations." Scary as hell. 

Visionary and surreal like "The Last 
Wave." Superb cinematography that gives 
you a predator's-eye view of the hunt. Skip 
this movie if you're not the right-brained 
type who likes to go slumming through a 
horror story once in a while. But if you need 
an antidote to the bittersweet taste of "Never 
Cry Wolf," try this. 

\3.TheMilagroBeanfield War (US, 1988; 
directed by Robert Redford) Based on the 
novel by John Nichols. A populist anti- 
development revolution in New Mexico in 
which no one gets killed — not even the male 
chauvinist pig. Bulldozers and development 
signs get trashed, and stakes get pulled up by 
el brazo Onofre, a legendary severed arm. 

You know It's been a fun mon- 
keywrenching party when old Amarante's 
pig comes back to life! 

14. Gorillas in the Mist (US, 1988; di- 
rected by Michael Apted) The dramatized 
story of Dian Fossey, her fight for the Moun- 
tain Gorillas, and her still unsolved murder. 
Well-acted, stunning photography and Go- 
rilla close-ups, and reasonably faithful to the 
real story. 

The depiction of Dian gradually grow- 
ing unhinged at the depredations of poach- 
ers and the murder of Digit, her favorite 
alpha male, is chilling. 

15. Soylent Green (US, 1973; directed by 
Richard Fleischer) Based on the science fic- 
tion novel Make Room! Make Room! by Harry 
Harrison. Grim vision of Manhattan in 
2022, when human population has far ex- 
ceeded Earth's capacity to sustain it. 


The food staple of the title is a mixture 
of soy and lentil beans. Although nourish- 
ing, it’s so tasteless that people kill for a jar of 
strawberry jam. In the movie (though not 
the book), the lead character, a cop, discovers 
a closely-guarded government secret: the 
mystery ingredient of soylent green. (You 
can probably figure out for yourself how the 
foodstuff is fortified with extra protein.) 

16. When the Whales Came (UK, 1989; 
directed by Clive Rees) A charming and 
visually striking allegory of the intertwined 
fates of beasts and humans. In an isolated 
English fishing community on the eve of 
World War I, two children befriend a deaf old 
hermit who carves likenesses of seabirds. 

Gradually, you realize that one of the 
island communities lies under a curse be- 
cause its inhabitants slaughtered a pod of 
beached Narwhals seventy years earlier. Lo, 
the Narwhals return and the villagers get a 
chance to redeem the curse. To some, the 
ending will be unbelievable, but this film is 
best seen as a medieval morality fable, like 
Bergman's Virgin Spring. 

17. Fitzcarraldo (West Germany, 1982; 
Wemer Herzog) An eccentric tale of a tum- 
of-the-century Brazilian entrepreneur who 
forces a steamboat up an unexplored tribu- 
tary of the Amazon to capture a shipping 
route for the rubber trade. With the help of 
a mysterious tribe of Indians, he hauls the 
boat over a mountain. His ultimate goal is to 
build an opera house in the middle of the 
Amazon rainforest. 

The scene where the opera-mad Irish- 
man woos unseen but hostile Indians with a 
phonograph recording of Caruso, in 
counterpoint with their drumming, is unfor- 
gettable. It’s poignant how willingly the 
Indians participate in their own enslave- 
ment and the destruction of their land. Al- 
though perhaps not the director's intent, 
this is a fine study of the kind of monomania 
that leads to the destruction of nature. The 
steamship is, of course, a metaphor for civi- 
lization. 

18. Where the Green Ants Dream (West 
Germany, 1984; Wemer Herzog) A film 
inferior to this director's two entries above, 
but with a more obvious environmental 
theme. In this story, a clan of Australian 
Aborigines takes on a giant corporation 
searching for uranium on their sacred 
ground. They blockade bulldozers and then 
take their case to a high court, where they 
lose. Along the way they convert the chief 
geologist to their way of thinking and com- 
mandeer a transport plane into the 
Dreamtime. 

A visually beautiful but slow-moving 
indictment of industrial civilization that 
doesn’t quite come off. 

19. Antarctica (Japan, 1983; directed by 
Koreyoshl Kurahara) Based on a true story of 
a team of sled dogs left to overwinter in 
Antarctica during the winter of 1958, when 
a Japanese scientific expedition packed up 
and went home. Despite superb cinematog- 
raphy and a fine electronic score by Vangelis, 
this survival story ultimately falls to con- 
vince. We gain sympathy for the dogs, but 
don't really learn from them. 

20. The Journey ofNattie Gann (US, 1985; 
directed by Jeremy Kagan) This story of a 
Depression-era girl's cross-country quest to 
find her father Is flawed by a few strained plot 
twists and a too-predictable conclusion. But 
it has all the right themes for a children's 
movie: a 12 year old girl's love for her father, 
adaptability, courage and persistence in the 
face of hardship. 

I include it here because of the touching 
partnership of Nattie and a wolf — a real 
partnership of equals, not a master-slave 
situation. Watch the lumberjack scenes. If 
we still did it this way, the ancient forests of 
the Pacific Northwest might not be so criti- 
cally endangered. 

Dan Conner is a lawyer who works for the 
Great Bear Foundation. A shorter version of his 
article appeared in Sierra. 
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All the Wilderness a Stage? 


by Scott Herring; copyright 1990 by the 
author 

Walter Huston: ItV take another week to break 
down the mine, put the mountain back in shape. 
Humphrey Bogart (baffled): Do what to the 
mountain 1 

Huston: Make her appear like she was before we 
came. 

Bogart: I don't get it. 

Huston: We've wounded this mountain; it's our 
duty to close the wounds. It's the least we can do 
to show our gratitude for all the wealth she's 
given us. 

— The Treasure of the Sierra Madre 

It happens in every TV cop show even- 
tually. Just before the final commercial 
break, the villain hops into a car and flees, 
closely pursued by Jim Rockford/Rick 
Hunter/TJ Hooker; their route leads down a 
road carved into a southern California hill- 
side, one promising a 200 foot drop for any 
vehicle that jumps the guard rail. Although 
the action moves too fast for us to study it, 
that hillside is covered by chaparral, the 
surprisingly lush, sometimes impenetrable 
shrubbery that surrounds Lbs Angeles; it is 
home to Coyotes, Mountain Lions, Dia- 
mondback Rattlesnakes, owls, hawks, and 
the innumerable smaller species they eat. 
Most Angelenos see It as a vast collection of 
weeds. 

The villain fails to negotiate a turn, and 
over the side he goes. The car remains 
airborne for a second or two, then slams into 
the ground and bounces to the bottom, 
uprooting bushes, gouging the earth, killing 
any living thing in its way. When the bat- 
tered car comes to a halt, the gas tank ex- 
plodes. Cut to a commercial. In the land of 
make-believe, the villain is, conveniently, 
dead by his own hand, victim of bad driving. 
In the real world, dozens of wild plants, 
insects, reptiles, and small mammals are 
dead in earnest. 

Our entertainment is filled with such 
acts of violence against the Earth and its 
"lower" life forms. But lest you think that 1 
have chosen too petty (and generic) a 
sample, let me provide a few from the world 
of film, with its enormous budgets and far 
greater scope for directorial creativity. 

Look closely at any of the Mad Max 
films, especially The Road Warrior, in which 
the Australian Outback is treated as an 
enormous vacant lot, upon which cars are 
crashed and sets dynamited with impunity. 
Look closely at Heaven's Gate, paying particu- 
lar attention to the terrifically violent battle 
at the end. Heaven's Gate was filmed in wild 
areas of northern Montana, principally Gla- 
cier National National Park. Director Mi- 
chael Cimino’s efforts to capture what he 
called "the poetry of America" became so 
destructive that the Park superintendent 
refused to renew his permits to film. Look 
closely at any war movie depicting battles 
fought after the invention of artillery. 
Consider Apocalypse Now. Midway through 
the film, Robert Duvall's character calls in an 
air strike against some recalcitrant Viet Cong 
mortar teams. We see the fighter-bombers 
wheel in to drop their load of napalm, then 
we see a swath of tropical forest several 
hundred yards long — real forest; the movie 
was filmed in the Philippines — bunt into 
flame. 

But the wont havoc does not occur in 
the coune of producing such negligible en- 
tertainment; it is inflicted in the name of Art. 
In the late 1960s, when Claes Oldenburgwas 
designing and building 50 foot tall clothes- 
pins and such, certain sculpton who shared 
his taste for the colossal dreamed up Earth 
Art, hoping to become the 20th century hein 
to the Native American Mound Builden. Of 
the few grandiose schemes that got off the 
drawing board, the most famous is Spiral 
Jetty, which juts out into the Great Salt Lake 
like a watch spring made of rocks and sand, 
300 feet wide. It clearly owes something to 
the Great Serpent Mound in Ohio, though.it 
is far, far uglier. 

The Earth Art movement never came to 
much, but it left a legacy. Michael Heizer, 
who helped launch the movement, is now 
using earth-moving machinery on his ranch 
in Garden Valley, Nevada, to erect an assem- 
blage of sculptures so vast that he calls the 
first completed phase Complex One/City. In 
the desert near Flagstaff, "artist" James Tur- 
rell is "creating" an enormous crater, for 
reasons known only to him, with graders and 
bulldozers. 

Nor are the multimedia and perform- 



ance artists to be outdone. Every few 
months, one hears of someone hanging a 
ten-mile-long curtain or wallpapering an 
island. As part of a work she entitled Triptych 
for the Return, one Susan Bergman used an 
airplane to drop 500 pounds of dead fish into 
Lake Michigan, a body of water carrying a 
sufficient load of dead fish already. She did 
so because she "liked the way they caught the 
light" (the quote is from the April 1988 
National Lampoon; its editors judged the 
story absurd enough for inclusion in their 
"True Facts" section). 

Saving the worst for last, Mount 
Rushmore is a prime example of unbridled 
destruction to fulfill some aesthetic urge. 
Once a mountain, now it is a gigantic gim- 
crack, a dime store symbol of patriotism 
grown monstrous. 

It can be argued, of course, that the 
damage caused is minor; a hundred earth 
artists and irresponsible film crews could 
never equal the work of one strip mine. 
Assuming that no slash-and-bum farmers 
have moved in (a dubious assumption), that 
piece of Philippine jungle that Francis Ford 
Coppola blew up to make Apocalypse Now 
should be nearing recovery (the film is over 
a decade old). As for Earth Art, not even a 


his work as a modem version of an ancient 
art. 

Earth Art can only justify itself by refer- 
ring to the pernicious argument that nature 
needs improvement, that one's experience 
of a landscape can be heightened by insert- 
ing something big and artificial into it. It's 
an argument characteristic of the Industrial 
Age, first cousin to the claim that Lake Powell 
is an improvement over Glen Canyon be- 
cause it provides space for water skiers. 

What is really shocking about all this, 
though, is that no one seems to notice. 
Indeed, mainstream environmentalists will 
probably regard this essay as trivial in the 
extreme. Consider this: Apocalypse Now was 
released when 1 was in high school. The day 
after she had seen it, a Filipino friend of mine 
told a small group of us that the movie had 
disturbed her. Prominent among those trees 
that Coppola had bombed were coconut 
palms. The coconut, she explained, is a 
linchpin of the always-anemlc Philippine 
economy, and she didn't like to see an entire 
acre of them blown up to amuse American 
consumers. Our response? We laughed. It 
took me ten years to see what she had seen. 

Whether he means to or not, anyone 


who brutalizes wilderness in order to create 
art also brutalizes his audience. Our TVs 
show us commercials for 4-wheel drive 
trucks; we grow accustomed to watching 
machines leave the pavement and crush 
everything in their path. Our movies show 
us imitation wars, and we get used to seeing 
landscapes abused so badly that the wars 
might as well be real. A man drives a bull- 
dozer around the desert and calls the result- 
ing devastation Art; an absurd act of violence 
becomes respectable. And when the devasta- 
tion turns into a national shrine, as with 
Mount Rushmore, it becomes next to impos- 
sible to see that anything is wrong. One can 
never be certain just what effect this art has, 
but it's a safe bet that it numbs us, making us 
less likely to care about or even notice the 
destruction around us. Destructive art fur- 
ther indoctrinates us into a society that re- 
gards the wilderness as a supply dump for 
industry. 

This sounds farfetched, but there is an 
analogue. For most of our nation's history, 
the average white person considered blacks 
to be less than human (many still do). Their 
prejudice was confirmed by US law: for pur- 
poses of taxation and apportionment, the 
Constitution defined slaves as three-fifths of 
a human; and after the Civil War, Jim Crow 
made blacks second or third class citizens 
and kept them that way for most of a century. 
Meanwhile, our entertainers, from the min- 
strel troupes of the 1840s to the Amos and 
Andy radio shows and beyond, concurred 
with the general opinion that blacks were 
laughably subhuman. They did so because 
their audiences found it funny, not as propa- 
ganda; still, it strengthened the status quo. 

Today, it is the wilderness and creatures 
living in it that have no rights under the law. 
Those of us who want to see all wilderness 
protected are the new abolitionists. It's not 
easy to think of ways to remove the destruc- 
tive forms of Earth Art from our culture. A 
letter-writing campaign might be useful 
against the more offensive of the off-road 
vehicle ads on TV. Those who produce the 
commercials try to make them as inoffensive 
as possible. Perhaps boycotting movies cal- 
lously depicting scenes of environmental 
destruction would help, especially if boycot- 
ters picketed outside. 

There is one response, though, that all 
of us can and should make: Whenever we see 
the land abused for entertainment or artistic 
purposes, we need to realize that a crime has 
been committed. If we fail to do this, we slip 
more deeply into the trance that our mass 
media exists to generate. If we succeed, the 
trance is replaced by anger. And if enough of 
us get angry, perhaps people like Michael 
Heizer will no longer be regarded as artists. 
Perhaps they will be seen for what they are, 
destroyers of wild places, just like all the 
other Visigoths who operate bulldozers in 
the desert. 


structure as monumental as Spiral Jetty is 
immune to revenge; the expanding Great 
Salt Lake will soon knock the stuffing out of 


Greenfire Road Show 


the thing (the artist, Robert Smithson, is, 


thankfully, dead, so maybe no one will ob- 
ject). But the argument doesn't hold for Mt. 
Rushmore sculpture, nor for its Confederacy 
equivalent, a 90-foot-high bas-relief of Jeffer- 
son Davis, Robert E. Lee, and Stonewall 
Jackson, carved into a cliff near Atlanta. In 
both cases, a mountain has been perma- 
nently defaced. And we ought to ask our- 
selves, should anyone have the right to tear 
open the Earth, uproot plants, and kill solely 
for the amusement of movie-goers and the 
spurious edification of art lovers? 

Earth artists also tend to cite precedent; 
they claim that the pre-Columbian residents 
of this continent, with their petroglyphs and 
burial mounds, were their artistic forebears. 
They thus imply that their work is part of an 
ancient tradition and that they have the 
same reverence for the land as Native Ameri- 
can artists had. But your average earth artist 
ain't no Indian. He (they seem, almost 
exclusively, to be men) lives in a culture that 
exists not in a state of balance with the 
wilderness, but in a state of war; no matter 
what reverence he may feign, his attitude is 
entirely different, and his technology makes 
him far more powerful than any Mound 
Builder. "A pile of dirt 30 feet in diameter 
could have been accomplished at any time in 
the past. A pile of earth 3000 feet in diameter 
could only be constructed today with large 
earth-moving equipment," Michael Heizer 
told Smithsonian (4-86). He believes this 
machine-made expansion in scope redefines 


"What do we -want?" 

“ Wilderness !" 

"When do we want it?" 

"Now!" 

So ends another Greenfire show in the 
Deep South, to a standing ovation. 

Frankly, I'm amazed at the reception. It 
ain't easy to rouse college students around 
here. But this crowd is clamoring for more, 
appears verged to leave the hall with a new 
sense of what "wilderness" means to ‘them 
and their fellow species. From the action at 
the trinkets table, one expects that little 
green fists will soon be popping up in new 
and unusual places throughout Birming- 
ham. Several copies of Ecodefense are pur- 
chased. Many people request "Rednecks for 
Wilderness" bumperstickers. 

While this isn't the first time Roger 
Featherstone has presented his traveling 
wilderness revival to Alabamians, the mood 
in the air tonight is more conducive to the 
spirit of the event than last trip. For whatever 
reasons, even if that confounded Earth Day 
has something to do with it, it’s a reassuring 
sight. To see an auditorium full of jiggling 
bodies clapping as Featherstone SINGS! is 
certainly something of a welcome culture 
shock. Thanks to Scotty Johnson and his 
hot-wired Ovation six string, what transpires 
succeeds as a genuine musical rout. Momma 
Earth should be proud. 

Did I say "wilderness revival?" Damned 


right! Old Featherstone has put it all to- 
gether this time: the images on the big slide 
screen, the railing at the senseless destruc- 
tion of natural diversity, the reassuring 
sounds of Scotty's tunes. This blend of ire 
and agony on behalf of a disappearing Earth 
smashes home with a vengeance. 

So what if Earth First! is sliding through 
the revolving door of factionalism and social 
eco-woo-woo? The fight for an enhanced 
and expanded Wilderness System in America 
transcends all the bullshit. This seems to be 
the bottom line for Featherstone. It's "do 
what it takes or get off the bus" time for all 
wanna-be eco-activists. Greenfire screams at 
our sensibilities: cut the jive and get on with 
the real work! Call yourself whatever you 
want. Wear an Earth First! t-shirt if that's 
your bag. But work for rebuilding wilderness 
NOW! It’s make it or break it time for Wild 
America! 

Featherstone says this may be his last 
incarnation as an EF! road show. Maybe 
that's just as well. Maybe it's time for moving 
on; time to reappear out of the ashes with 
appropriate aplomb. If those jacked-up col- 
lege kids have any say in the matter, maybe 
there will still be some wilderness left this 
time next century. Greenfire will have con- 
tributed to that. 

— Hawg Wild, Redneck for Alabama 
Wilderness 
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"He's probably the most charismatic speaker I've ever heard . 1 

— Bonnie Raitt 
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'The best album of the year." " Extremely eloquent. 

— Bob Dylan (1986) — F.B.I. memo 

Available now, all four tapes for only $30.00 


The Peace Company Collection 


Tribal Voice □$10.00 AKA Grafitti Man □ $10.00 

But This Isn't El Salvador □ $10.00 Heart Jump Bouquet □$10.00 

(with Quiltman) (with Jesse Ed Davis) 

The Peace Company Collection (all 4 tapes) □ $30.00 Amount enclosed 


Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip_ 


Make check payable to the Peace Company. 
Send to: 1929 5th St. South, Minneapolis, MN 55454 
For bulk orders or bookings call (61 2)333-6482 
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WILD AMERICA 1 
IS OUR CAMPUS 

Career programs leading to 
AA, B.S. andM.S. degrees 

You can’t fully learn about the envi- 
ronment by sitting in a classroom. 
Our expeditions are small groups of 
inquiring college, high school, grad- 
uate students and faculty who travel 
across America as a learning com- 
munity. As we camp out September- 
May or summers— hiking, canoeing 
and skiing— we visit people and 
places to encounter deep ecological 
problems, society and self. Our 4- 
week to 4-year cross-cultural studies 
—Newfoundland to California— lead 
to naturalist, outdoor and educa- 
tional livelihoods. 

The Expedition Education Advan- 
tage. Q incorporates all previous 
undergraduate coursework. J of- 
fers accredited career internships, 
independent study, life experience 
, redit and transferable coursework. 

J awards financial aid and career 
startup funding 

’send tor complete information packet or inquire 

National Audubon Society 
Expedition Institute 

Sharon • Conn. 06069 
( 203 ) 364-0522 

students are admitted regardless of their ran 
sex. religion or national origin 
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kC*SERVATORIES -WILD RIVEV^ 


MEET OTHER ECOLOGY- 
MINDED SINGLES through 
the Concerned Singles News- 
letter. Nationwide. Since 
1984. Free sample: Box 555-B, 
Stockbridge, MA 01262. 


4 PlFFEgEHr itlSVCt. DE6I4N* AVAILABLE 
■RgCyO-ED P/1 PER 86WEFIT THE ARCTIC, ANT- ; 

• Afcnc and eioLoacAL D/veesrrv, pl > n men 
new lards t« help preserve habitat: ■ 

THE PROCEEDS WILL BE DONATED ft 6F AND ITH&- 

enviroNmental groups, for a free Holiday 

FLiER. 66ND 10" SA4E ro EARTH GRAPHICS RFD ; 
#1, 0RAN6E, AM- JI3H. . 




Recycled Paper 

We offer recycled notecards, 
gift wrap, and stationery, as 
well as a full line of office 
papers. Choose the most 
environmentally sound papers 
for your needs. Unbleached 
and high post-consumer waste 
content papers, too. Send for 
your free catalog today! 

Earth Care Paper Inc. 

PO Box 14140, Dept. 615 
Madison, WI 5371 4 (608) 277-2900 


MAKE 

PROTECTING 

THE 

ENVIRONMENT 
YOUR JOB 


The Job Seeker specializes in environmental 
and natural resource vacancies nationwide. 

Two issues each month are filled with current 
vacancies from Federal, state, local, private, 
and non-profit employers. A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only $19.50. Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 

Dept A, Rt 2 Box 16, Warrens. Wl 54666 



“ A MAJOR RESOURCE 
k IN THE ECOLOGICAL 
i STRUGGLE OF THE 
I DECADES AHEAD. ”* 


IMPERILED PLANET 

Restoring our Endangered Ecosystems 

Edward Goldsmith, Peter Bunyard, Nicholas Hildyard, and Patrick McCully 

“Edward Goldsmith and his collaborators have given us a remarkable book 
AT OUR HOUR OF SPECIES NEED. THIS AUTHORITATIVE DISCUSSION OF THE VARIOUS 
DIMENSIONS OF PLANETARY MENACE PRESENTS AN INNOVATIVE ECOLOGICAL INTER- 
PRETATION OF THE OVERALL CHALLENGE, AND ALSO AN APPROACH TO HUMAN SURVIVAL 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL STABILITY THAT RESTS ON SOLID SCIENTIFIC FOUNDATIONS. ” 

— Richard Falk, The Albert G. Milbank Professor of International Law and Practice, 
Princeton University* 

Comprehensive and beautifully illustrated, Imperiled Planet provides a sophisticated analysis of 
the root causes of the current environmental crisis and outlines the positive radical steps which 
must be taken to avoid ecological catastrophe. 

The authors, all coeditors of The Ecologist, take a unique approach in looking at the planet 
ecosystem by ecosystem. From forests and agricultural lands, to rivers and wet-lands, to 
mountains and deserts, 16 major ecosystems in all, they show how each system works, the 
traditional forms of human use, threats to the system, the extent and range of losses, the 
underlying causes of destruction, and what is being done to save them as well as what remains 
to be done. They offer tough-minded solutions that call for a drastic reordering of the social, 
economic, and political framework of industrial society that is threatening the fragile fabric 
of our planet. 

Large 9 xll 3/8 trim size • 320 pages • 250 full-color illus., diagrams, maps • $39.95 

THE MIT PRESS \ 

55 Hayward Street, Cambridge, MA 02142 • Toll-free (800) 356-0343 • FAX (617) 625-6660 
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Armed with Visions 


ckar as cut glass 


& just as dangerous 


WHO IS MORE NATIVE NOW? 
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Morning, and the hawk-sharp eyes 

of a Southeast Asian trbal woman 

cut through the urban jungle’s barrage 

of untranslatcable data 

to the gleaming hunks of industrial waste - 

aluminum she will trade for currency 

at “Neighborhood Recycling” 

in the parking lot of a large 

but inoperative supermarket. 

Little chicana girls play 
on the mortuary steps 
in the afternoon sun. Black teenagers 
laugh and dance to a funky beat 
at home on the streets. 

Near the Bay Area Rapid Transit station 

on otherwise blank wall is emblazoned 

with “Boycott Coors” 

and the fierce face of an Aztec warrior 

in black spray paint. Here 

(where there were once evergreen oak 

groves but no cave paintings), as elsewhere, 

the “authorities,” like the cops 

that cruise Sanborn Park, bullhorn blaring, 

enforcing the sign that says, 

“Closed dusk to dawn” 

(as darkness begins to settle in), 

would like to weed out graffiti messages. 

They don’t know yet 

that they are the weeds 

and the new natives arc , 

slowly beginning to grow. ' - — 

Kirk Lumpkin 
Oakland 


UNDER 

AN INCANDESCENT 
SKY 

On the platform at Loyola, 

wailing for a late train 

the world curves away in rectangular 

fluorescent panes, flat light 

riding the curve of the rails 

past the red light, changing 

in the intersection below 

The west is burning. 

Two towns evacuated, 
the administration may soon 
abandon its controversial “let bum” 
policy. Floods in Iceland. Mudslides 
in China. Droughts in Sudan 
(while the driest summer in fifty years 
reigns over the Midwest). 

And eight miles from Grand Canyon 

National Park, they still long 

to sink their empty shaft 

into the Mother, peddling their smug 

junkie’s rationale 

along with their poison: 

uranium for a wilderness of lights, 

the billion globes and tubes 

of Chicago’s dark delusion 

flushed with power. 

Stephen Wing 
Evanston 


THE RAVENS 

Their voices fall like corks popping out of gusting clouds 
They dive and play with boisterous wind 
Roll onto their backs for a second of suspense 
And roll back to look down on the eagle 

Their beaks wedge like ebony 
Against the southward leading sky 
They eat what has to be eaten 
And keep a giant profile 

Broad black feathers realize strong wings 

For traveling the coast and feasting the eyes 

Up and down where the horizon is heaven's summit 

Feathers as wide and stiff 

As cat tails in the wetlands I used to know 

Jenny Hoegler 
Villa Park 
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ROADSIDE 

Between pavement and barbwire 

Between cows and cars 

Narrow strip 

No cattle graze 

tall grasses 

short grasses 

sage yucca 

other plants whose names 

I do not know 

Roots deep 

tenacious 

Tough survivors 

I kneel and give thanks 

Michael Adams 

Eldorado Springs 
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NOTICE 

TO EARTH FIRST! 
BOOKSTORE CUSTOMERS 

With the ending of the Earth First! Journal, I will be 
reacquiring the Earth First! Bookstore and renaming it 
"Dave Foreman's Wilderness Bookshelf." A catalog for 
mail order booksales under that name will be sent out 
two or three times a year. It will offer for sale: 

• Books offered by the EF! Bookstore in the Nov. 90 
issue of the Earth First! Journal. 

• Books published by Ned Ludd Books (see our ad). 

• USGS Maps (Potential Native Vegetation, etc.) previ- 
ously advertised in the EF! Journal. m 

• Politically incorrect bumperstickers like Malthus Was 
Right, American Wilderness: Love It Or Leave It Alone 
(with the American Flag), Rednecks for Wilderness, etc. 

• Ned Ludd Books Neanderthal T-shirts and bumper- 
stickers. 

• Hayduke Lives! Patches. 

Over the next year, we will expand our mail order book 
selection to 150-200 titles of important books about 
conservation biology, ecological history, wilderness, 
overpopulation, eco-philosophy, environmental fiction 
and poetry, and natural history. To receive a free copy 
of our catalog, please write: 

Ned Ludd Books 
POB 5141 
Tucson, A Z 85703 

Any books offered in the Nov. 90 EF! Journal Bookstore 
are now available at that advertised price from Ned 
Ludd Books. Make out your check to Ned Ludd Books. 
— Dave Foreman 


LAST CHANCE TO PURCHASE 
GREEN FIRE T-SHIRTS THROUGH 
THE EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 



mirk 

-W 


These shirts are a cotton blend in athletic grey. They feature the Green 
Fire design (shown above) on the front. The design is three colors (green, 
black and white). On the back is Aldo Leopold’s Green Fire quote. Sizes 
available are: small, medium and large. Cost is $1 2.00 per shirt plus $1 .50 
for postage and handling. (For orders of more than 2, $.75 per shirt.) 

Order from: GreenFire Project, Box DB, Bisbee, AZ 85603. 

Make checks payable to the GreenFire Project. 

For more information call; (602) 624-3196. 




Ned Ludd Books 




ECODEFENSE 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 
Edited by Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood 

Forward! By Edward Abbey 


WILDERNESS 
ON THE ROCKS 


Even before the FBI launched a $2 million campaign to intimidate us from publishing 
and distributing it, ECODEFENSE was the most controversial conservation book 
ever written. Now with the accelerating destruction of wilderness, the failure of 
"legitimate" means to halt the destruction, and the crackdown by authorities against 
monkeywrenching, ECODEFENSE is needed as never before. 

ECODEFENSE features detailed, field-tested hints from experts on: 

V Decommissioning heavy equipment ^Closing roads ■'/Stopping off-road-vehicles 
VSpiking trees VRemoving survey lines VHassling overgrazers ■'/Felling billboards 
■'/Removing traplines ■'/Safety and security V and much more! 

HEAVILY ILLUSTRATED 311 PAGES $15.50 Postpaid 

The Big Outside 

A Descriptive Inventory of the 
Big Wilderness Areas of the USA 
By Dave Foreman and Howie Wolke 

This landmark conservation book argues effectively that ecological wilderness is big 
wilderness. After 8 years of detailed research the authors have updated Bob 
Marshall's historic 1936 Roadless Area Inventory. THE BIG OUTSIDE features: 

* Descriptions and status of every roadless area in America over 
100,000 acres in the West and 50,000 acres in the East 

* Historical and ecological introductions for each state or region 

* 21 maps showing laige roadless areas 

* Ecological importance of large roadless areas 

* The factors destroying America's roadless areas 

* Large roadless areas ranked by size 
•Large roadless areas listed by state 

* Foreword by Michael Frome 

470 PAGES $21.00 Postpaid 

^ - - 


By Howie Wolke 

Intro by Ed Abbey 

Howie Wolke is one of America's most knowledgeable, experienced, and 
farsighted conservationists. He began this incisive, no-holds-barred critique 
while serving a six-month sentence in a Wyoming jail for pulling up survey 
stakes. Wolke considers the original natural grandeur of North America and 
how Europeans devastated it in a few centuries, then moves on to outline a 
comprehensive ecological argument for the preservation of real wilderness. 
He dissects the failure of the big national conservation groups to promote 
an ecological wilderness system and discusses how government agencies 
like the US Forest Service do the bidding of timber companies, cattle 
ranchers, and oil companies. Wolke finishes WILDERNESS ON THE 
ROCKS with a proposal for a true ecological wilderness system. This is one 
of the most important conservation books of our time and deserves to be read 
by all those fighting to protect biological diversity. Edward Abbey's Intro- 
duction is one of the last pieces he wrote. 

$15.00 250 PAGES 

Available for shipping February/ 1991 
Order before February and pay no shipping. 

All orders for ECODEFENSE, THE BIG OUTSIDE and | 
WILDERNESS ON THE ROCKS should be sent directly to 
NED LUDD BOOKS, POB 5141, Tucson, AZ 85703. 

Do not order from the Earth First! Journal. 
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Edward Abbey Lives On 




I have enclosed $ for shirts and/ or sweatshirts plus $2 shipping fee per order. 


I have enclosed a contribution of $ for operation of the Edward Abbey. 

Make checks payable to Sea Shepherd. You can receive the Sea Shepherd Log newsletter for contribution 
of $25.00 or more. 


Name 


Address 

City State Zip. 

Clip out and mail to: Sea Shepherd Conservation Society 

P.0. Box 7000-S, Redondo Beach, CA 90277 

All contributions are tax deductible. 


T he latest addition to the Eco-Navy 
is the Marine Ecological Patrol 
Vessel the Edward Abbey. 

The Sea Shepherd Conservation Soci- 
ety will operate the new ship on cam- 
paigns in both the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans. 

The Edward Abbey is a recently retired 
U.S. Coast Guard coastal patrol boat and 
drug interception vessel. The ship is a 
niney-five foot, one hundred and six ton 
vessel built in 1955. Her twin Detroit 
engines were installed new in 1978 and 
overhauled by the U.S. Government in 
1988. Each engine is rated at 1325 horse- 
power which gives the ship a top speed in 
excess of twenty-five knots. 


Edward Abbey, photo by Jack W. Dykings. 
Above, the conservation patrol vessel, 
C/V Edward Abbey. 


Sea Shepherd will utilize the ship 
in on-going battles against whal- 
ers, sealers, dolphin slayers, drift 
netters, sea turtle killers, polluters, 
tropical hardwood cargo vessels and other 
enemies of the planet and her oceans. 

The Sea Shepherd Conservation Society 
needs your involvement and support. The 
Edward Abbey needs volunteer crew. We 
need equipment, materials and funds for 
fuel and operating costs. 

If you are with us in building an effective 
marine ecological navy, we want to hear 


from you. 

Can we count on you as a supporter of 
Neptune's Navy? If so, then write to us 
today, we've got some work to do and 
some battles to fight, some lives to pro- 
tect and some marine eco.-systems to 
save. 

The Untied States Navy has taxpayers 
to support it. Mother Earth's Navy sails 
only by the virtue of your contributions. 


THE 

SEA SHEPHERD 
SOCIETY 


Yes 9 sign me up as a 
land-based supporter of 
the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society . 

□ Send information on volunteer crew positions. 

I I Send me "Back Off, Jack" Opus T shirt(s). Indicate s'ize(s) 

| Send me "Back Off, Jack" Opus Sweatshirt(s). Indicate size(s)_ 


"BACK OFF, JACK" 

by Berkeley Breathed, on a white 100% cotton 
Men's sizes S.,M,L, XL. $15.00ea. Also available as a 
50/50, cotton/poly crewneck SWEATSHIRT. Top qual- 
ity, white only. $20.00 ea. Men's sizes S,M,L, XL. Add 
$2.00 for shipping per order. 


Enlist in the 
Sea Shepherd Navy 
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THE COMPLEET RADICAL 
WOMAN ENVIRONMENTALIST 
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